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DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS, 


FBOM  1789  TO  1856. 


mm  SALES  AMD  SEATOirS  ASNALS  OF  OQMOBESSi  FBOH  THEIB 
SBQI8TEE  OF  DEBATES ;  AMD  FBOH  TBE  OFFICIAL 
BEPOBTED  DEBATER  BT  JOHN  a  BIVESL 


BT 


THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  THIRTY  YEARS'  VIEW. 
VOL.  XIII. 


^NW  YORK: 
D.  APPLETTON  &  COMPAKY,  846  A  848  BROADWAY. 

1860. 
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D.  APPLETON  &  COMPANY, 

In  the  Cl«A'i  Office  of  the  Dirttict  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Soathem  District  tjt 
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FBOCEEBINaS  AND  DEBATBS 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


BXasiON  COATINUXD  VBOK  VOL.  ZIL 


Deoember  7,  1886. 

At  twdre  o^btook,  IL,  the  Hmm  vas  called 
to  oidffi  by  Hr.  E'KutKLiK,  tb6  OUark  <tf  th»  last 
Oongreaa. 

Election  of  Speaker, 

On  motioD  of  Hr.  Bkakmlit,  the  Hoqm 
prooeeded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker. 

ICessn.  JoHHSos  of  Tennesaee,  Emnr  of 
'Vermont  and  Aamnrr  of  Fenn^lTania,  were 


•  LKT  or  inaniKM. 

jra(«A— Jmnddi  Btflar*  Oaatg*  Xrav,  Jab>  AlrlMd, 
JTowph  Hall,  LMMid  Jvrii^  Xi»w  Kmoo,  OoAn  FaA^ 
jhaiMto  a  J.  Smith. 

Smm  JwiyiiMrw.— BwdBg  U.  B«u,  Xob«rt  Bnta^  Bun- 
ul  Calouii,  FiukUn  Pl«Mi  J«wpk  Waek^ 

JfawaatmrfCfc— JahB  Qiliiqr  AtaH,  HUhulal  B.  Bor- 
dM,  Ow^  N.  Brigp,  Wllllm  B.  Cdbna;  (Md>  CmUdc 
GMt|«  Oiwiae1l,)r.,  %maA  Hon^  'mnbm  Jadaon,  Abbot 
XwnMa,  LnUJaeoln,  flUfhm  O.  Phffllpa,  Jshm  Bwd. 

iUMlcAlnKL— DntM  J.  PMuro«,  IT.  BiwipM. 

CbiHMeffeitt— EUibft  Halej,  Bunnel  Ingham,  Andrew  T. 
JodsoD,  LaoMlot  Fhdpt,  Imm  Tonoey,  Zalmon  WUdman. 

F«rai<xiC— Heouui  Allen,  Hone*  StcnU,  BUand  Ball, 
BuTj  r.  Janaa,  miUam  Blada. 

Aw  rw*.  Bamaal  Barton,  Banael  Boaiddar,  Alnabam 
Soekai^  IbttUaa  9.  Boraa,  Jdm  W.  Bidwb,  0.  C.  Oambn- 
loBS^  Qnhoii  &  Okqla,  TImoUV  ObfUi^  Jolin  Oiama^ 
XHraan  T.  XtanUodar,  TalnUtoa  Bihar,  Ihidlar  FarUa, 
Phllo  C  Fnller,  WHUam  K.  Fidlar,  Baaaom  H.  OIIM, 
Tianda  Onager,  Qldaon  Hard,  Abner  HazelUne,  Hiram  P. 
niut,  Abd  HontiBftou,  Oarrit  T.  I^analng,  George  W.  La^, 
OMeoB  Le«,  Joahw  Xiee,  Stephen  B.  Leonard,  Thmou  C. 
X<OTe,  AbUah  Kann,  %,  William  Hasan,  Jokn  ICeKeon,  EIr 
Moon^  Bhermaa  Fin  Joaaph  BojaoUli,  DaTld  Bnaaell, 
'WDUam  Bejmsnr,  BidNlaa  BMlaa,  VUHaiB  Tajlor,  Joel 
Toirtll,  Aaron  Tandetpod,  Aaron  Vaid,  Daniel  VaidweU. 

JTow  Araq'^PhUanon  JMekamn^  Bamnal  Povlar,  Tkoa. 
Xm^  JaBM  Fatki^  IMIanl  &  Behaaok,  WlUlan  H. 


appointed  tellers ;  and^  on  coantiBg  the  ballotay 
it  appeared  that  225  had  been  glren,  aa  follows : 

For  jAm  K.  Poix,  -  -      -  183 

John  Bill,  -      -      -  84 

Boattering  and  blanks,      ...  9 

The  honorable  Jamxb  K.  Folk,  of  Tennessee, 
haTing  received  a  majority-  ^  all  the  votes 
given,  was  declared  dnlj  elected  Speaker  of  the 
24th  Congress;  and  retomed  his  thanks  for 
the  honor  ooniSBrred,  !n  the  following  address : 


PwMMIilaaiiJg.  Jaaaph  B.  Aatikosf,  Hlcbael  W.  Ad^ 
JtAa  Baaka,  Andiav  Beanmoot,  Androw  Bncbanan,  Oeorgo 

Otanabenh  William  P.  Clark,  Edward  Darlington,  Harroar 
Denn^,  Jaoob  Fr;,  Jr.,  John  OalbralUi,  Jamea  Harper,  Bam- 
nal 8.  Hatrlaon,  Joaepb  Henderson,  William  Heltter,  £d- 
ward  B.  Hnblej,  JoaejA  B.  IngaraoU,  John  EUDgenimlth, 
Jr.,  John  I*porta,  Henrr  IiOgan,  Job  Hann,  ThiMnao  IC,  T. 
lioEennaa,  Jaaw  IflUer,  Hatthlaa  Hoirla,  Herar  A  ICnb- 
lasbaiv,  DavM  Potti,  Jr.,  Joitl  B.  SitbadaDd,  Swrtd  D. 
WagoBMb 
MaMMr-MB  J.  IDUIfn. 

Jfartfanrf.— BoiQaarin  0.  Howard,  Denial  JanUbr,  Imms 
HeKlm,  Jaase  A  Pearoe,  Jidin  IT.  Steele,  Pianela  ThcunM, 
Jamea  Tnnur,  Oeorge  O.  WaiUogton. 

Firtrlnfo.— Jamea  U.  H.  Beale,  Jamea  W.  Bonldln,  H»< 
thanM  H.  Clalborae,  Walter  Colea,  Bobert  Cnlft  Geoig» 
a  Dromgoole^  Jamea  Gattand,  G.  W.  HiqiUnf,  Joae^ 
Jahuoa,  Jobn  W.  Joaaa,  Oo«ngo  Lorall,  Edward  Loeaa, 
John  T.  Uaaoa,  mQiara  UeCemai^  Cfaailaa  V.  Kamr| 
WnHam  B.  Mot^pa.  Jdia  IL  Fatten,  JtAn  Bmm^  JAb 
Bobertaon,  John  TallaAms  Henry  A  Wlia. 

JTorM  CbroUno^—Jeiae  A.  Brnnin,  Henrf  W.  Cmuu«V 
Edmnad  Deberrr,  Jamea  Orabam,  Ule^ah  T.  Hawkina, 
Jamea  J.  IfcEaj,  William  Uontgomwy,  Ebenexer  Petti- 
grew,  Abraham  Benehor,  WllUam  B.  Bbepard,  Angnatlaa 
B.  Bbopperd,  JeawSpali^t,  Lewla  WlUlama. 

jbnA  OHWlfiHfc— Bobert  B.  Campbell,  WUUam  J.  Oimy- 
aon,  John  K.  Orlffla,  Jamas  H.  Haamoiid,  BUAard  J.  Ub»- 
atnib  TraiHla  W.  Pkkon^  Hanij  L  PlnAaar,  Jmaa 
Bosan^  Waddf  Thompaon,  Jr. 

gaaryJa.  Jeaaa  F.  Olavolnd,  Jidui  Coflbo,  IhaMH 
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ABBEDastBlTF  07  THE 


H.  or  B.} 

Ofntlmun  of  the  Hmtt  of  B*prmnt«Htu : 

Id  accepting  the  higb  sUtlon  to  which  I  am 
called  by  the  voice  of  the  assembled  repreeeDtatiTefl 
of  the  peoide,  I  am  deeply  imprened  irith  the  high 
distinction  which  ti  alwmyH  conferred  open  the  pre- 
ridbg  <^oer  of  this  House,  and  with  the  weight  of 
die  responsibility  which  derolTeaopM  him.  With- 
out experience  in  this  place,  called  to  preaide  orer 
the  df^berati(Hi8  of  this  House,  I  feel  that  I  ought 
to  iavoke,  in  adraoce,  the  indulgent  foHieanuice 
1^  its  members,  for  any  errors  of  Judgment  which 
may  occur  in  the  disoluurge  of  toe  severe  duties 
which  win  deTolve  upon  me.  It  shall  be  my  pleas- 
ure to  endeavor  to  adndnlst«  the  Uwi  which 
may  he  adopted  for  the  governmeDt  of  the  House 
ju^y  and  Impartially  towards  its  members,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  that  order  which 
la  indispensable  to  our  character  as  a  body,  and  to 
the  proiDotioD  of  the  public  interests.  To  preserve 
the  Agid^  <tf  this  body,  and  Its  high  diuaeter 
belive  the  country,  so  &r  as  shall  depend  upon  its 
needing  officer,  irill  be  oUecta  of  my  deepest  so- 
ucitude ;  and  I  am  sure  I  uwll  have  the  co-opera- 
tion and  support  of  all  its  members,  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  with  a  view  to  these  objects. 

I  return  to  you,  gentiemen,  my  sincere  aclcnowl- 
edgments  for  this  tnanifeatation  of  your  confidence, 
fai  electing  me  to  this  high  stotioni  and  my  ardent 
hope  is,  uat  our  labors  here  may  merit  and  receive 
the  approbatioii  of  our  eonstittteots,  and  lesoU  in 
the  adTaaoeaient  of  the  pobUo  good. 

llr.  Wdxijuo,  North  Oarolina,  (flie  oldest 
member  In  the  Honse,)  administered  the  nsnal 
oath  to  the  Speaker,  when  the  latter  qualified 
tiie  members  vj  States,  as  also  the  territorial 
delegates  from  Arkansas,  Florida,  and  Miclii- 
gan. 

Hr.  Beabdslet  submitted  a  resolution  ap- 

giinting  Hr.  Walteb  S.  Feabxun  Clerk  of  the 
ouse ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senat^ 
annonndng  &at  that  body,  having  assembled 
and  foimea  a  quonun,  were  ready  to  proceed 
with  legialatiTe  bnsinesa ;  and  that  m  oonmittee 
had  beat  appointed  on  Uie  pari  of  the  Senate, 
to  meet  mob  oommlttee  as  ml^^t  be  imK^ted 
on  the  part  of  the  Howe^  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
Oongres^  having  aas«nbled,  are  ready  to  re- 
ceive vaj  eommnnication  which  he  may  choose 
to  mike. 


GlMoock,  8«ataD  OnatUnd,  CharUi  E.  Hajties,  HopUna 
Ho1m7,  jaboi  Jukaon,  Oeorgs  W.  Oweu,  0«org«  W.  B. 
Towna 

^UaftoMO.— Scnbfta  Chaptnu,  Joab  Xawlw,  Dtxon  H. 
Lnrli,  FnHHia  B.  iTMt,  Adua  Xh  Karfiy. 
MMMtppi^UvM.  Dkbon,  J.  T.  R.  CUbomfc 
ZowWOna.— BtM  Ourlaiid,  "Smxj  JohnaoB.  Xleaur  W. 

TlmiMMM.— John  B«n,  Bunnel  BoBoh,  William  B.  Cai- 
tor,  WtlUun  C.  Dnnlap,  John  B.  Foreatar,  AdamHnntmian, 
Oave  JohnaM.  Lnka  Lea,  Abram  F.  Xaoir.  BaH«  F«rtOii, 
Amaa  K.  PidlE,  E.  J.  Bhldda,  Jamea  Btasdafer. 

JMnaty.— CUItM  Allan,  Ljnn  Bojd,  J«ba  Calboon, 
J<Aa  ChambOTa,  KIAatd  rrameh,  WUIIam  J.  Onvsa,  Ban- 
junla  BarOn,  James  HmIsb,  AflMTt  e.  Hawa^  Blobard  IL 
JohHon,  Josaph  &  TAidenrood,  Jehn  'WUta^  Shanod 


£DraiaB^  1885, 


JSUetion  o/Prmfer. 

Vr.  Oovna,  submitted  a  resolntion,  in  enb- 
stance,  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  printer  for  th'e  24th  Oongress ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  JoBKSOK,  of  Kentabky,  nominated  Kesws. 
Blur  &  Bitss  ; 

Ur.  WiLLULMs,  oi  North  Carolina,  nominated 
ICessrs.  Oalib  &  Sratov  ;  and 

Ur.  FiTtoK  of  TennesMC,  nomhiated  Vatm, 

BbADIOBD  &  IXAURD. 

Whole  number  ct  votes  898 ;  neoeasarx  to  a 
choice  lis. 

For  Ifoaara.  Blur  &  Rives,  -  •  -  188 
"  Galea&Seaton,  -  -  6ft 
«      Bradford  ALeuned,-      -  28 

Scattering,  7 

Whereuixm  Uesars.  Bli^r  &  Bives  were  de- 
clared duly  elected  printers  to  the  twen^^bnrlli 
Gongresa. 


TuwDAT,  December  8. 

Kessra.  Jaoxsoh  of  Massachnsetts,  Oaiaraith 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Tubnkb  at  lUryland,  ap- 
pearedf  and  were  qualified. 

Prtaidmi't  Mmagt, 

A  IbiBBM  waa  received  from  the  IVeaident 
(rf  the  United  States,  1^  Ur.  DonLscHc,  Us 
private  secretary ;  which  waa  read.  (See  S6ft> 
ate  proceedings  of  this  date.) 

Mr.  BxABDSutT  submitted  a  xeadutioii,  com- 
mitting the  Ueesage  to  a  Committee  u  the 
Whole  on  the  state  the  Union ;  and  that 
10,000  copies,  toother  with  the  accompanying 
dotnuuenta,  be  pnnted  for  the  nae  of  Uie  mem* 
bera  of  the  Honae ;  whioh  wu  agreed  to. 

Jkath  ftf  3£t,  Smith. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  Ihe  death  of  the  honorable  Natbah 
Shth,  a  member  of  that  body,  flmn  the  State 
of  Oonnecticut,  and  that  his  Jtaneral  would  take 
plaoe  at  tw^ve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Ur.  TouoBT,  of  Oonneeticn^  submitted  a  rea- 
olotion  tlut  Uie  jnembera  of  the  House  would 


JAttMiK— WUliun  H.  AaUer,  Albert  O.  HartlMB. 

IIUiuA*.~ZmAoc\  Cu»j,  WUllam  L.  Itxj,  Jobs  BarnoUa. 

Adtatui.— BatUff  Boon,  John  Cair,  John  W.  Davia,  Ed- 
ward A.  Haanagan,  George  KInaard,  Amoa  X<an^  Jona- 
than UcOartr. 

OUa— William  K.  Bond,  John  Chanoj,  Thomaa  Corwtn, 
Joseph H.  GruM, Tbamai  L.HasMr,  KUas  Howall,  Ba^fa-. 
mlB  JoDM,  WnUam  KaaBon,  DaaM  Kllfora,  SampsoB  Ma- 
son, Jaramlah  lULen^  WBltam  Patteiacm,  Jonathan  Bloaac^ 
David  SpancIer.BoUainrBtoTer,  Joha  ThompaM,  SaDmal 
T.  Tlnten,  T^rlw  Webater,  Ellaha  WhltUasey. 

DBLEGATES. 

AtaasBt  nrW(orr.-^AiAnaa  It  Bevlor. 
Jtorfcta  glwiflW^  Josa^aiTOtt 
JflUU^  nrT«MT--Oe«cta  W.  Jobsk 


IhaA  ttfMf.  amkk. 
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Dboibem,  188S.] 

sttend  the  fnneral  of  Mr.  Shtth,  and  wonld 
wear  the  usual  badge  of  mooming  for  the  space 
ctf  thirtj  daya;  which  was  agreed  to. 


UoHDAT,  December  14. 

Meam.  Guns  ot  Eentool^,  and  Gislakd 
of  Loniaiaiia,  t^peared^  were  qoalifled,  and  took 
tiuirieatB. 

Death  of  Mr.  Wildman. 

Mr.  Halxt,  of  Connecticnt,  annotmoed  the 
death  of  hia  colleague,  the  Hon.  Zauion  Wild- 
man,  a  Bepreeentatire  in  OongresB  frQm  the 
State  of  Oonnecticnt ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks 
in  eulogy  of  tlie  deceased,  sabmitted  a  motion 
for  the  nsnal  demonstr^ons  of  respect  for  hia 
memory ;  which  was  mumimonaly  adopted. 

J>»athqfMr.Sme. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
annonndng  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Eeub  E. 
Kanz,  Senator  from  the  State  of  mintna^  and 
informing  the  House  that  the  ftmeral  will  take 
place  in  the  Senate  <^uimiier  at  half-past  12 
o'clock.  WhereapoD, 

Ur.  Oaset,  of  ininoia,  moved  Hke  following 
reaolntion,  which  was  adapted : 

Jtttotved,  wiantMotMlj^  That,  In  testimo^  of 
respeot  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elus  K.  Kuti, 
late  a  Senator  in  ConirreM  from  the  aUte  of  DUik^ 
the  members  of  this  Hooae  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 


WmnsDAT,  Deoember  16. 

Ur.  TnoHFBON  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  and  Ur. 
BiPLST  of  Lonisiaaa,  appeared,  were  qnalified. 
and  took  their  seats. 

SUfmy  in  th«  Dittrict  ^  Columbia. 

Ht.  Faibfuld,  noderstandiiig,  he  said,  that 
by  a  presentation  of  a  petition^  a  member  was 
not  made  responsible  for  its  propontionfl,  pre- 
sented a  petiUon  signed  by  17S  females,  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
in  tiie  District  of  Colombia,  and  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Oolambia. 

Mr.  OsAHXB  moved  that  it  be  hud  on  the 
toUe;  whldh  was  agreed  to. 

Hx.  TAonxLD  tiien  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion, which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ha8o:t,  of  Vi^^a,  said,  as  It  was  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  have  an  expreadon  of 
sentiment  on  this  sabjeot,  by  the  Honse,  he 
would  aak  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion ; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial.  After  it  was  read, 

Mr.  EvxBBTT  rose  to  aak  whether  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  made  by  the  member 
who  presented  the  petition. 

Mr.  JE'AisnKLD  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Bladb  moved  that  the  manorial  be 
printed. 


[H.  or  R. 

Mr.  WiLUAMB,  of  Korth  Carolma,  asked  the 
division  of  the  qnestion. 

Mr.  Maaon,  of  Vi^inia,  aaked  the  yeas  ana 
nays  on  the  motion  to  print,  and  they  were 
ordered. 

The  aaeetion  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
hqr  on  the  taUe,  it  was  dadded  in  the  affimft- 
tire^  asfiidlows:  ■ 

Tuf.— Kesars.  0.  ADan,  Anthony,  Aab,  Adtley, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Be  ale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Bocliee,  Bond,  Boon,  Booldbt,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buttch,  Boms,  J.  Galhoon,  Cim- 
breleng,  CampbeU,  Cur,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Cbambera,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Ciaibome,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Conrfn, 
Craig,  Cramer,  (>ane,  Gnshman,  Davis,  Deberry, 
Bickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efher, 
Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlio,  Forester,  Fowler,  I^dh, 
Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  WiUiam  K.  Fuller,  Oalbruth, 
James  Garland,  Bice  Oariand,  Oillet,  Glascock, 
QrafaaiD,  Granger,  Orantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  HaD,  Hammond,  Hannegan, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert 
G.  HarrfMNi,  Bxwm,  Hairtins,  Haynea,  £Ioar,  Hop- 
Icins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hnat,  Hontingtoo,  Hunts- 
man, IngeraoU,  Insham,  Jabei  Jackson,  Jarrlg, 
Joee|A  Johnatm,  Bi^iard  V.  Jobn8<m,  Cave  Joh^ 
son,  Henry  Jobnaon,  Jotm  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  JuoBon,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Elnnard,  Klhigen- 
smith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Gideon  I^ee,  Joshua  I^,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  lincolo, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lncaa,  Lyon,  AbUah  Hann,  Job 
Hann,  Hartia,  John  T.  Mason,  William  Usaoa, 
Hoaea  Uaaon,  Samson  Haaon,  lUmj,  Hay,  HcCo- 
maa,  HcEay,  HcKeon,  HcKim,  Hercer,  Ifilligan, 
Horwui,  Hohlenberg,  Owena,  Page,  Pariis,  Patter- 
son, Fraaklin  fierce,  Jantea  A.  Pearce,  Fettigrew, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  PEnckoey,  Bead,  John 
Reynolds,  Josecdi  Beymdds,  Bipley,  Boaae,  Robert- 
aon,  Seymoar,  raepard,  Shepperd,  Shielda,  Sbbuif 
SfcUes,  Bpangler,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Tklia- 
ferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thompson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Tamer,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vinton,  Wagoner,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks, 
White,  Lewis  WUltams,  SheiTod  WEOiama,  Wlaa 
—180. 

XATa.— Heaata.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Banks,  Borden, 
Brigga,  W.  B.  Calhoan,  Oark,  Coshmg,  DarUngton, 
Evana,  Greonell,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  HazelUne, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hubley,  William  Jackson, 
Janes,  lAporte,  Love,  Morns,  Parker,  Dulee  J. 
Pearce,  Fotta,  Bnssell,  Slade,  Soane,  Bpngue, 
Wardwell,  Whittlesey— 81. 


FmDAT,  December  18. 

Ifir.  MdEmnwT  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  Beat. 

Slaaary  in  tht  Diatriet  of  Columbia. 
■  Mr.  Jaokbon,  of  Massachnsetta,  presented  a 
petition  from  anndry  citizens  of  Massachasetts, 
praiiog  Oongress  to  provide  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  alaverr  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  which  he  moved  to  niu  to  a  select 
oommittee. 

Mr.  Hammoho  moved  tibat  the  petition  be 
not  received.  The  lam  mi|j(H^^  by  which  the 
House  had  njeoted  aamdlarpetmoaaiSBW  d^ra 
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ago,  had  been  very  gratifying  to  him,  and  no 
donht  woold  be  vety  gratiQrins  to  the  whole 
SoQth.  He  had  hoped  it  wonkC  satiafy  gentle- 
men  charged  vith  aach  petitiou,  of  the  unpro- 
priety  of  introdnoiiig  them  here.  Since,  how- 
ever, it  had  not  had  that  edfeot,  and  thqr  per- 
idflted  atill  In  niging  them  upon  th«  Home  and 
upon  the  country,  he  thought  it  waa  not  reqoir- 
ing  too  mofch  of  the  House,  to  ask  it  to  pat  a 
more  decided  seal  of  reprobation  on  tiiem,  by 
peramptoril/  rejecting  this. 

Hr.  Thohas  said  he  waa  sm-prised  to  dkcover 
that  there  are  gentlemen  who' are  not  contoit 
with  the  evidence  which  has  already  been  {^ven 
that  a  very  lar^^  majority  of  this  Hoose  are  op- 
posed to  aoy  interference  whatever,  not  only 
with  the  rights  of  slaveholders  in  tiie  Bonthem 
States,  bnt  with  the  existence  of  slavery  within 
the  IMatriot  of  Colombia.  We  have  already  laid 
on  the  table,  by  a  vote  of  nearly  three  to  one^ 
two  memorials  similar  to  the  one  now  imdi&r 
muAdemHoa.  Bat  gentlemoi  say  .those  votes 
are  eqnivocal ;  they  wish  to  have  direct  proof 
that  the  rights  of  fdaveholders  are  not  m  danger 
ftom  any  interference  on  tlie  part  of  Congress. 
Hr.  T.  EUtid  that  he  did  not  concur  in  this  opin- 
ion. The  vote  to  lay  on  the  table  had  been 
^ven  to  signify  a  decided  opposition  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners;  nevertheless,  he 
wonld  make  a  motion  which  would,  he  thought, 
place  this  subject  before  the  House  in  a  position 
to  afford  an  opportnnity  to  remove  all  mis^ 
pnbennon  which  really  existed,  and  deprive 
every  man  everywhere  of  all  pret^  fbr  main* 
tainiog  that  soathem  property  and  southern 
rights  are  in  danger. 

Mr.  T.  tiien  moved  to  reoonmder  the  vote  Just 
given  by  the  Houh  in  favor  of  considering  this 
petition,  and  sud,  if  this  motion  is  adoptMl,we 
shall  then  have  this  petition  before  us  in  the 
position  in  which  it  waa  placed  when  first 
presented  to  the  Hoose.  In  the  vote  given  in 
favor  of  considering  this  memorial,  many 
members  had  been  undoubtedly  taken  by  sur- 
jnise.  Some  members  who  are  in  fiivor  of 
r^eoting  this,  and  other  similar  memorials,  and 
others  who  are  in  iavor  of  receiving  and  then 
li^g  on  the  table  this  and  all  petitions  of  like 
ii^ort,  united  in  the  vote  which  he  had  moved 
to  reoondder.  This  strange  oomMnation  oonld 
not  have  been  created  without  a  mistake  some- 
where. Gentlemeu  must  have  supposed  that 
by  the  adoption  of  the  motion  to  consider  this 
memorial,  the  <h£Bculty  which  has  arisen  by 
reason  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair  wonld  alone 
be  removed ;  and  that,  instead  of  postponing 
until  to-morrow  all  action  on  this  sabiect,  we 
would  now  proceed  to  dispose  of  it,  either  by  a 
vote  to  reject  or  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Hr.  Pbttos  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
reoonsider.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  remarks  again,  bnt  for  the  po- 
sition assumed  by  the  gentieman  from  New 
York.  That  gentieman  contended  that  the  right 
of  petition  was  a  sacred  right  guaranteed  to 
every  Amerioan  dtiwn  under  the  eoiudtirtUm; 


:  and  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  deprive 
them  of  the  exercise  of  that  right.  Hr.  P.  aaid 
they  had  the  right  to  petition,  and  to  think  and 
to  say  what  they  pleased ;  and,  farther,  they 
had  tiie  right  to  send  any  matter  they  choose 
tttrou^ont  all  the  ooontiy,  without  regard  to 
0(«ueqaence8,  and  that  Hanae  had  no  power  to 
resist  it.  Bnt,  then,  he  claimed  that,  when  it 
came  to  that  House,  the  representatives  had 
the  right  to  treat  it  and  dispose  of  it  in  such 
manner  as  they  tliought  beat  Was  the  saoed 
right  of  petition  any  dearer  than  many  other 
sacred  rights — ^the  right  to  proper^,  to  ubertj, 
and  to  life? 

Hr.  BiPUCT  said  that  in  disposing  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  care  should  be  taken 
rather  to  allay  the  pablio  feeling  than  to  add 
to  the  existlBg  excitement  The  right  of  peti- 
tion was  a  solemn  one^  and  had  been  gnaranteed 
fhnn  the  tune  of  ma^na  tAatrta  to  tine  {absent 
nunnent.  Our  dtizena  have  a  ri^t  to  petition 
for  a  change  ot  their  etmstituttmi,  and,  indeed, 
for  a  change  in  the  form  of  goremment 
Every  decorous  iremorial  should  be  received ; 
but,  when  received,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  dispose  of  it  as  it  may  deem  •grwer. 
The  motion  to  r^ect  this  petition  was  an  inci- 
pient question,  and,  in  hia  ojunlon,  ahould  tda 
precedence. 

Hr.  Wise  was  for  sustaining  the  motion  to 
reconsider ;  and,  for  one,  could  testify  that  he 
bad  voted  under  a  misapprehension.  In  voting 
for  the  motion  to  conuder  the  petition,  he 
thouj^  he  waa  voting  to  have  ■  direct  dedidon 
of  tlw  House  On  the  motion  cS  the  gentieman 
trauL  Bonth  Carolina.  He  waa  intrading  to 
bring  the  House  also  to  a  direct  dedi^cn  <n  1^ 

Suestion,  and  had  no  idea  after  the  House  had 
ecided  it  would  consider  the  petition,  that  the 
consideration  itaelf  .would  be  evaded. 

Hr.  W.  had  misE^prehended  in  another  par- 
ticular. He  had  not  understood  the  motion  of 
the  gentieman  from  South  Oarolina  to  be  to  con- 
sider the  petition  to-day,  bat  to  conuder  hia  mo- 
tion to  r^ect  the  petition,  which  was  what  H^. 
W.  wished  to  cdnaider.  So  help  him  God,  he 
never  wished  to  oonsider  the  petition  of  an  in- 
cendiary, but  he  would  consider  the  motion  to 
r^ect  the  petition,  and  he  warned  the  gentie- 
man from  South  Oarolina  that  these  were  the 
means  of  evading  his  motion. 

Hr.  HaiofOND  said  it  had  been  &r  from  his  I 
intention,  when  he  made  the  motion  he  did,  to 
throw  a  firebrand  into  that  House.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  hoped  by  it  to  exclude  one 
from  the  House.  He  thought  the  motion  a  very 
simple  and  direct  one ;  and,  ignorant  as  he  was 
of  tiie  rules  of  the  House,  he  had  no  idea  that 
the  House  had  it  not  in  its  power  to  protect  its 
own  dignity,  uid  the  feelings  of  its  members, 
by  rejecting  instanter  any  thing  calculated  to 
affect  eitiier  the  one  or  the  other.  If  the  House 
had  no  such  role,  the  rule  of  common  sense 
on j^t  to  govern  it 

Hr.  PiuQB,  <^  New  Hampshire,  siud  he  had 
no  dispodtitu  to  HatsoK  ue  merits  of  this 
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deei^  exddng  qii«sti<n  at  anj  time,  and  his 
tespeet  for  the  rnlea  of  the  Hooie  would  pre- 
Tent  his  attempting  to  do  b&  under  the  motion 
of  the  gentteman  from  Maryland  ^Ir.  TroncAs) 
to  reoondder ;  wfaioh  motion  he  hoped  would 
be  withdrawn,  and  then  the  motion  of  the 
gentteman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bauiwixr,) 
so  tar  modified-  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
all  who  are  most  sradtiTe  upon  uiis  afptating 
qiMBtton;  and  be  nwe  to  add  nis  reqneet  to  the 
aaneattm  made  \ij  bla  fHend  0ie  hoped  he 
n^t  ao  oall  him)  fkom  Virginia.  This  waa 
not  the  iMt  memMial  of  the  same  eharaeter 
which  would  he  lent  here.  It  wu  perfectly 
qiparmt  that  the  qneetiw  moat  be  met  now, 
or  at  some  fhtare  time,  ftilly  and  explicitly,  and 
nieh  an  expresrfon  of  utis  House  given  u  oonld 
leave  no  poesible  room  to  doabt  as  to  the  opin- 
ions and  sentiments  entertained  by  its  members. 
Be,  (ite.  P.,)  iadeed,  oraiudered  the  overwhelm- 
ing Tote  of  the  House  the  other  day,  laying  a 
memorial  of  similar  tenor,  and,  he  belieTod, 
the  same  in  terms,  npon  the  table,  as  fixing 
upon  it  the  stamp  of  reprobation.  He  sapposed 
that  an  aeetlona  of  the  oonntry  would  be  satis- 
fled  with  tiut  expression ;  bat  gentlnnen  seem* 
ed  now  to  oonmler  the  vote  aa  eqnirooal  and 
erauve.  He  was  nnwiUiag  that  any  imputation 
ehonld  rest  npon  .the  Korth,  in  oonseqnenoe  of 
the  mi^ided  and  fimatieal  seal  of  a  few— 
eomparatively  very  few — ^who,  however  honest 
might  have  been  thdr  pnrposes,  he  believed 
bad  done  inoalcolable  mischief,  and  whose 
movements  he  knew  reodved  no  more  sanction 
among  the  great  mass  of  tiie  people  of  the 
Korth,  then  they  did  at  the  Sooth.  For  one, 
be,  (Mr.  P.,)  wliile  he  would  be  the  last  to  in- 
fringe npon  any  of  the  sacred  reserved  rights 
of  ue  peo^e^  was  prepared  to  stamp  with  dis- 
mrrobatioB,  m  the  most  oxproes  and  vneqiUvo- 
ol  temu^  the  whole  monment  npcm  Ibis  sab- 
jeet 

Mr.  Piomn  said  ho  would  oonfine  himself  to 
what  bad  been  thrown  ont  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  York.  That  eentleman  had  asked, 
why  was  H  that  disoosswn  was  deeired  npon 
that  floor  t  and  intimated  that  oertain  fsnatics, 
as  well  in  the  South  as  in  the  North,  desired  to. 
uitate  this  question.  Mr.  P.  desirad  to  take 
that  opportunity  t6  throw  back  the  insinuation 
with  BOom  and  contempt.  Blr^  said  Mr.  P.,  ve 
do  desire  to  agitate  this  questim.  "We  desire 
it,  because  we  believe  we  have  been  foully 
Mndered  before  the  world ;  and  I  stand  here 
prepu^  at  wsj  time  when  the  qneetlcm  shall 
eome  tip,  to  vindicate  the  iostitotions  of  the 
people  I  have  the  honmr  in  part  to  represent, 
nmn  the  fiml  aspersion  and  calumny  thrown 
upon  them.  These  are  the  motives  whioh 
prompt  us  to  derire  disoosrion.  He  had  heard 
some  in^uationa  thrown  out  from  hiriier 

Sarters  than  the  gentleman  ftom  New  York, 
It  oertain  gemtiem«i  cS  the  Soulb,  belonj^ 
to  a  oertfdn  party,  dedred  the  ^Bcnsdon  of  tUs 
qnestioa  to  advanoe  the  intneats  of  a  particolar 
inUvidnsl;  and  bewooUl  a^inrepwt  tiutit 


waa  a  foul  and  tnlbnooi  oalnmny,  and  Ibose 
who  uttered  it  knew  it  to  be  mm  wb«i  tli«y 
uttered  it. 

Mr.  HowABD  Bfdd,  in  order  to  check  even 
himself  in  debate,  and  with  a  view,  if  he  oould, 
to  obtdn  the  opinion  oS  the  House,  whether 
in  the  outset  he  was  ri^t  or  not,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  motion  of  his  honorable  col- 
league, Qtr.  Taoiua,)  from  whxm  it  gave  bin 
great  pttu  to  di^,  nsx  the  taUb 

The  question  to  lay  the  motim  to  reeonddsr 
on  the  talile,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative-^ 
ayes  lli^  noes  7S.  . 


IfomuT,  BeoMnber  SI. 
Slav«ry  in      JHttrict  of  ^ZwnMa. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  from  sundir  iahaUtants  of  the  town 
of  Wrentham,  in  MasssAhusetts,  praying  the 
aboUtion  of  slavery  and  the  slave  tirade  m  the 
Distriot  of  Oolnmbia. 

The  motion,  to  r^eot  the  petitida  still  pcod- 

rosetoaddresi  the  Hooie;  bsti 

Mr.  PmoKHST  expreaeed  a  hog^  that  the  sab- 
Ject  would  be  suspended,  in  (vder  to  preaant 
petitions  and  memorials. 

Mr.  Owmra  said  he  rose  tat  the  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  o{^niona 
of  gentlemen  on  all  sidea,  and  to  snluait  oertain 
propotitioits,  which,  he  trusted,  if  the  House 
would  aooept,  would  put  to  rest  this  agitating, 
delicate^  and  dangerous  qnesticm.  It  was  use- 
less fbr  him  to  regret  that  this  question  bad 
been  hrou^t  before  the  House.  It  was  welesa 
to  regret  that  this  question  had  lieai  the  i^eal 
(HF  diwmiriraL  The  apple  ot  diaond  had  beso 
thrown  faito  tiie  K»se. 

Mr.  O.  then  SMit  the  /olk>wii^[  resointioaM  to 
Qw  Ohair,  wbidi  wen  lead : 

R«»olvtd.  That,  In  the  opinion  of  this  Hoose,  the 
qnestioa  of  the  aboBtlon  of  davsry  In  the  IMstriet 
of  Golmsbia  ought  sot  to  be  wtartained  by  Ooo- 
greas. 

A.nd  b*  it  ftaHur  ntolved,  Tliat  ia  case  any  pe- 
titions, pranng  the  abf^iUoa  of  davery  in  the  I>is- 
tiict  of  Cdnmbia  be  Iiereafter  prssmted,  it  la  the 
d^berate  opinion  of  this  Honse  uat  the  same  onglit 

to  be  Itud  on  the  table  without  reading. 

The  queeticm  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  relating  to 
it,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  ia  the  affinnativa 
— y«M       nays  76. 

8o  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  depend- 
ing thereon,  were  ordered  to  He  upon  tlw 
table. 

Mr.'PATTON  called  up  the  motion  made  by 
him  on  Friday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
the  House,  by  which  a  petiticm  for  the  aboUtion 
of  slavery  in  tiie  District,  presented  by  a  gentie- 
man  from  MassaohuBetts,  (Mr.  Bntooa, )  was 
r^ierred  to  the  Oommlttee  on  the  IHitnot  of 
OolnmUa, 

The  motion  having  been  taken  up, 
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Hr.  Patton  said  that  th«  vote  whioh  Lad 
been  jnst  taken  against  suspending  the  rolee 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  rescdntion 
offered  by  uie  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
OwKHs,)  must  have  convinced  the  Honse,  and 
eq>eciaU7  those  gentlemen  from  the  Sonth  who 
had  voted  for  laying  the  former  petition  on  the 
table,  inooxudsteotly  with  their  vote  on  Friday 
last  upon  the  same  propositiDn,  of  the  flitilily 
of  Ukj  8Qoh  scheme  aa  nad  been  proposed  for 
procnruig  a  direct  vote  of  the  House  upon  the 
mbioiples  involved  in  the  petitions  that  had 
been  offered,  and  icould  continue  to  be  offered, 
praying  the  aboliticm  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Colombia.  Those  with  whom  he  felt  and 
acted  on  tMs  quesMon  gave  this  apparently 
inoonsiatent  vote  under  Uie  belief  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  suspending  the  rales 
to  take  up  the  proposition  of  t^e  gentleman 
flrom  G^rgia.  They  so  calculated,  and  were 
deceived  or  miatakep.  I,  sud  Ur.  P.,  bad  no 
ocmMeaee  in  mch  oakolation,  and  was  not 
ndstaken.  That  vote,  nSd  iSr.  P.,  I  think,  haa 
itar&er  demcnutrated  that  it  is  to  attempt 
to  avoid  ibis  sabjeot  by  any  parliamentary 
manoeuvre,  and  th«t  the  wily  way  of  obtaining 
a  direct  vote  upon  the  gnuit  and  interesting 
qaeatitms  onlnraced  by  uiem,  is  by  making  a 
proposition  preseuUng  the  qnestitm  growing 
out  of  the  petitions  in  oonneotum  witii  tne  peti- 
tions themselves. 

Hr.  Speaker,  it  is  necessary  that  this  House 
should  be  apprised  and  folly  impressed  with 
the  necesffl^  of  quieting  the  anxiety^  the  agita- 
tion, and  the  alwm  for  the  institotuoiB  of  the 
country,  which  are  abroad  in  the  land;  and 
that  aa  the  means,  perhaps  the  <mly  means,  of 
dinng  so.  It  ahonld  meet  mm  qoesticma  direct- 
ly, and  diquae  oi  them  dedalirely  and  perma- 
MolQj.  I  am  ready  to  meet  these  quuttons ; 
snd  I  believe  Z  express  the  universal  sentiment 
of  the  representjitioQ  from  the  South,  in  saying 
they  are  ready  to  meet  it ;  and  while  we  do 
not  denre  discussion,  and  for  one  I  will  do 
nothing  to  provoke  it,  at  the  same  time  we  will 
not,  we  cannot,  we  dare  not,  ^rink  from  it,  if 
it  be  forced  upon  us  from  other  quarters,  I 
prefer  voting  upon  the  qnestiona  at  once,  and 
without  discussion,  if  possible.  If  this  subject  ] 
most  be  discussed,  it  ought  to  be  discussed,  and 
it  la  hoped  will  be  Saeoned,  in  the  apuit 
which  ought  to  oharaeteriae  memben  of  tiie 
lame  pctUtioal  fiunily,  and  alike  imbued  with 
the  pi^otio  purpose  of  rendering  permanent 
this  great  and  ^orious  Union. 

Let  the  vote  referring  this  petition  be  rooon- 
ddered,  a  reference  made  by  madvertence,  and ' 
then  the  petition  will  be  open  again  for  con- 
sideration ;  and,  in  connection  with  it,  let  the 
principles  involved  in  the  petition  be  presented 
for  the  consideration  and  decision  of  tKe  House 
in  some  form,  which  will  show  distinctiy  and 
nneqaivocally  that  a  ni^ority  of  the  repre- 
MDtativea  of  the  people  ox  the  North,  aa  well 
aa  of  the  South,  are  opposed  to  the  schnnfla  of 
tiu  whnlWfininto,  and  alio  to  tlw  sffixts  which 
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are  making  to  interfwe  with  the  sal^ect  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  CMnmbia.  Let  it  be 
showD^  if  it  be  so,  that  there  is  such  a  mq}ority 
opposed  to  an  interference  with  slavery  in  tlda 
Distriot,  not  upon  ommderatiooa  m^y  tempo- 
rary, and  influenced  by  existing  pditical  drw 
camstanoe«,  but  npon  thoae  hi^  and  paramoont 
connderatiMu  whioh  bdong  to  the  pieat  rishta 
of  property,  aa  well  aa  in^vidnal  nA  polmoal 
safety,  whi<m  are  connected  with  it. 

Hr.  Adams  said  he  h<^>ed  the  motion  to  re- 
consider this  Vote  would  not  prevail;  and  he 
expressed  this  hope  for  the  ybtj  reason  whi(^ 
the  gentleman  from  Yir^nia  (Hr.  Paitos]  had 
assigned  for  voting  Id  favor  the  motion.  It 
appears  to  me  (said  Hr.  A.)  that  the  <mly  way 
of  getting  this  question  from  the  view  of  the 
House  and  of  the  nation,  is  to  dispose  of  all 
petitions  on  the  subject  in  the  same  way.  This 
18  not  a  new  opinion ;  I  assumed  this  position 
in  my  very  first  act  aa  a  member  of  tUa  Honac^ 
from  the  very  time  when  I  first  took  my  seat 
aa  a  member  of  the  S8d  Congreaa.  At  tiiat 
time  fiAeea  petitirau  were  tranamitted  to  ma, 
not  from  my  own  constituents,  but  from  cltizena 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, with  a  request  that  I  would  present 
them  to  the  House.  Sir,  I  did  so  in  homage  to 
the  sacred  right  of  petition— :a  right  whidi,  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  be  tre^ed  by  other 
members  of  this  House,  shall  never  be  treated 
by  me  other  than  with  respect 

But,  not  hdng  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the 
petitions,  I  tiien  gave  notice  to  the  House  and 
to  the  country,  that  upon  the  aqtpositioa  that 
theae  petitjona  had  bem  transmitted  to  me 
under  the  expectation  that  I  sbonld  present 
them,  I  felt  it  my  doty  to  aay,  I  should  not  sup- 
port them.  And.  dr,  the  reaaw  which  I  gave 
at  that  time  for  declining  to  support  them  was 
precisely  the  same  reason  wluch  the  gentieman 
from  Yir^nia  now  gives  for  reconsidering  this 
motion — ^namely,  to  keep  the  discnasion  of  the 
subject  out  of  the  House.  I  sud,  sir,  that  I 
believed  this  discussion  would  be  altogether 
unprofitable  to  the  House  and  to  the  country ; 
but,  in  deference  to  the  sacired  right  of  petition, 
I  moved  that  these  fifteen  petitions,  all  of  which 
were  numerously  signed,  should  be  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  the  Distriot  of  Colombia,  at 
the  head  of  which  waa,  at  tiiat  time,  a  distin- 
goiahed  <dtizen  of  Virfpnia,  now,  I  regret  to  say 
— and  the  whole  conntiT  has  occanon  to  r^p^t 
— ^no  more.  These  petitltHU  were  thus  referred, 
and,  after  a  short  period  (tf  thne,  the  ohurman 
of  the  Oommittee  on  tiie  District  of  Oolumbia 
made  a  report  to  this  House,  which  report  was 
read,  and  unanimon^  accepted ;  and  notiiing 
more  has  been  heard  of  these  petitions  from 
that  day  to  tiiis.  In  taking  the  course  I  th^ 
took,  I  was  not  sostained  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  my  own  oonstitaents ;  there  were 
many  among  them,  persons  aa  respectable,  end 
as  entitied  to  omndention  aa  any  others,  who 
diai^proved  of  tiu  oooiBe  I  punned  on  that 
oooatton. 
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Attempts  were  made  within  the  ^strict  I 
tiien  represented,  to  get  ap  meetings  of  the 
people  to  inatroct  me  to  pnrsne  a  different 
coarse,  or  to  mnltiplj  petitions  d  the  same 
eharacter.  These  worts  were  oontinned  dar- 
ing the  whole  of  that  long  Beaton  of  Congress ; 
but,  I  am  gratified  to  add,  withont  snj  other 
Teaitlt  than  that,  from  one  ringle  town  of  the 
district  which  I  had  the  honor  to  represent,  a 
BoHtary  petition  was  forwarded  before  tiie 
close  of  the  sesriin,  with  a  reanest  that  I 
▼ooia  present  it  to  the  House.  1^,  Ididinre- 
■ent  it,  and  it  was  TefSarred  to  the  same  Ckan- 
mittee  on  Hie  Distriot  of  Odambia,  and  I 
b^ere  notiiinK  xaxAe  has  been  heard  of  it 
since.  From  the  experience  of  this  session,  I 
was  perfbetl;*  satisfied  that  tiie  true  and  only 
method  ef  keeping  this  subject  ont  of  dlscnssion 
was,  to  take  that  course ;  to  refer  all  petitions 
of  this  kind  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  IHstrict 
of  Oolnmbia,  or  some  other  Oommittee  of  the 
Honse,  to  receive  their  report,  and  to  accept  it 
nnanimonslj.  This  does  equal  justice  to  all 
parties  in  the  oonntr;' ;  it  aToids  the  discussion 
of  this  agitating  question  on  the  one  hand,  and, 
on  the  other,  it  pays  a  due  respect  to  the  right 
of  the  eonstitnent  to  petition. 

Two  years  afterwards,  rimilar  petitions  were 
presented,  and  at  that  time,  an  effort  made, 
without  success,  to  do  that  which  has  now  been 
done  Bttceessftilly  in  one  instance.  An  effort 
was  made  to  lay  tiiese  petitions  on  the  table ; 
the  House  did  not  accede  to  the  proposition : 
they  referred  the  petitions  as  they  had  been  be- 
fore referred,  and  with  the  same  result.  For, 
ftom  the  morowt  that  these  petitions  are  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  on  the  District  of  Oo- 
Imnbia,  they  go  to  the  family  vault  "  of  ^  tiie 
O^nlets,"  and  you  will  never  hear  of  them 
afterwards 

At  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  a 
gmtienaan  from  the  State  d  New  Torl^  a  tUs- 
tingnished  member  of  this  Hons&  now  no  longer 
here,  wliioh  I  regret  to  say,  althoagh  I  do  not 
doobt  tbat  his  place  is  well  supplied,  presented 
one  or  more  petitions  to  this  effect,  and  deliv- 
ered •  long  and  eloquent  speech  of  two  hours 
in  support  of  them.  And  what  was  the  result  ? 
He  was  not  answered :  not  a  word  was  said, 
but  the  Tote  of  the  House  was  taken ;  the  peti- 
tions were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District,  and  we  have  heard  nothing  more  of 
them  nnoe.  At  the  same  session,  or  probably 
at  the  very  last  session,  a  distinguished  member 
of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Oonneoticut, 
presented  one  or  more  petitions  to  the  same 
effisot,  and  deebured  in  his  place  that  he  himself 
ooneuTed  In  dl  the  opinions  expressed.  Did 
this  declaration  I^t  up  the  fiame  of  discord  in 
this  House !  Sir,  he  was  heard  with  patienoe 
and  complacency.  He  moved  the  reference  of 
the  petidons  to  the  Committee  on  ^  IHstrict 
of  Columbia,  and  there  they  went  to  sleep  the 
sleep  of  deatii.  Kr.  Adaub  speaking  from  re- 
collection,  was  [the  Barter  is  requested  by  1dm 
to  stake]  mistakoi  with  reject  to  the  reluwwe 
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of  the  petitions  presented  at  the  last  season  of  ^ 
Congress  to  tiie  oommittee.  They  were  then 
for  toe  first  time  laid  on  the  taUe,  as  was  the 
motion  to  print  one  of  them.  At  the  preceding 
sesnon  of  the  last  Congress,  as  at  ul  former 
times,  all  such  petitions  had  been  referred  to 
committees  and  printed  when  so  desdred.  Why 
not  adopt  the  same  course  now  t  Here  is  a  pe- 
tition which  has  been  already  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  Leave 
it  there,  and  my  w(h^  for  it,  nr,  you  will  have 
just  moh  a  result  as  has  taken  i^oe  time  after 
time  hefeve.  Tonr  Committee  on  the  IMsMot 
certainly  Is  not  an  abolttiai  committee.  Ton 
wni  have  a  fit,  proper,  and  able  report  fhnn 
them ;  the  House,  tub  tilentie,  will  adopt  it,  and 
you  will  hear  no  more  about  it  But  if  yon  are 
to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  to  lay  these  peti- 
tions on  the  table ;  if  yon  come  to  the  resoln* 
tion  that  this  House  will  not  receive  any  more 
petitions,  what  will  be  the  consequenoe !  In  a 
lai^  portion  of  this  country  every  individual 
member  who  votes  with  yon  will  be  left  at 
home  at  the  next  election,  and  some  one  will 
be  sent  who  is  not  prepared  to  lay  these  peti- 
tions on  the  table. 

What  will  be  the  next  consequence  f  Sir, 
yon  win  have  disoussion ;  and,  to  my  regret  I 
say  it,  ^scusmon  has  been  called  for  and  ohal- 
lenved  upon  this  floor.  It  has  been  challenged. 
And  what  will  the  d&scnssion  amount  tof  A 
discussion  upon  the  merits  of  slavery.  Sir,  on 
such  a  discussion  every  speech  made  by  a  Rep- 
resentative  from  the  north  of  libuon  and  Exxon's 
line,  in  this  Honse,  will  be  an  incendiary  pam- 
phlet, and  what  will  you  do  with  them  ?  The 
speedies  of  my  colleagues,  probably  of  myselfj 
will  be  incendiary ;  because,  if  discussion  is 
thrust  upon  us,  I  doubt  not  I  might  make  a 
speech  as  incendiary  as  any  pamphlet  upon 
which  such  ttnrenta  <^  dennndation  have  been 
poured  npmi  US.  If  I  were  capable  of  the  craven 
and  recreant  wpMt  of  shrinking  from  expressbg, 
not  probably  so  much  my  own  sentiments  as 
those  of  my  oonstitnents,  I  should  so  home  to 
their  scorn,  and  they  would  send  here  a  man 
who  would  represent  them  more  futhfbUy. 

Well,  sir,  what  becomes  of  these  incendiary 
pamphlets,  the  speeches  in  this  House,  if  they 
go  to  the  public?  What  will  be  done  with 
them  by  the  public  press!  The  newspapers 
report  these  speeches;  every  speech  is  ciqoQ- 
lated  through  your  whole  country ;  and  how 
can  you  arrest  it*  Will  you  introduce  a  reso- 
lution that  members  of  this  House  shall  not 
speak  a  word  in  derogation  of  the  sublime  mer- 
its of  slavery  I  Yon  must  ban  a  resohitiMi  <^ 
this  kind,  to  follow  the  one  laid  upon  your  taUe 
this  morning — a  resolution  that  no  member  of 
this  House  shall  dare  to  utter  an  inoen^ary 
sentimait)  And  what  is  that  iocendiaiy  sen- 
timent f  Why,  it  is,  in  substance,  the  contents 
of  these  pamphlets.  Well,  sir,  you  be|pn  with 
suppresring  the  right  of  petition ;  you'  must 
next  suppress  the  r^t  of  roeeoh  in  this  House  v 
flw  yoQ  aKut       a  ntBkrtxoii  that  eTeI7^DMm- 
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'  ber  wlio  dares  to  express  a  sentiment  of  this 
kind  shall  be  expelled,  or  that  the  speeches  shall 
not  go  forth  to  the  public — eholl  not  he  ciroa- 
late£  What  will  be  the  consequeAoe  th^? 
Yon  sappress  the  right  of  petition ;  yon  sup- 
press the  freedom  (tf  speech;  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  and  the  freedom  of  reli^cm :  for,  in  the 
minds  (^man^  worthTf  honesty  ana  honorable 
men,  fmatics,  if  you  pdeaae  so  to  call  them^  this 
is  a  religions  qoMtioiL  in  wluoh  th^j-  act  under 
what  tbey  behera  to  be  &  sense  of  iutj  to  their 
Giod;  and,  however  erroneous  may  be  their 
eonolnsions,  it  is  not  for  me,  nor  for  this  House, 
to  Judge  them.  Therefore,  sir,  in  deference  to 
what  has  been  heretofore  the  usage  of  this 
HoDM,  in  deference  to  the  respect  which  is  due 
to  the  right  of  petition,  and  the  respect  which 
is  due  to  the  right  of  freedom  of  nieech,  free- 
dom of  the  press,  and  freedom  of^  religion,  I 
hope  that  this  petition  will  be  left  where  it  has 
been  placed  by  the  House,  in  the  poeseseion  of 
the  Onnmittee  <Vn  the  ZMstriot  oi  OolomlHa,  and 
that  we  shall  hear  no  more  about  it. 

Ur.  Thoxmoh  tali'.  As  to  discu^og  this 
Bobjeot  before  any  boman  tribunal,  I  wiQ  not 
I  will  not  condescend  to  indicate  to  this  House 
or  elsewhere,  this  or  any  other  of  our  domestic 
institntions.  It  Ib  no  affair  of  yours ;  you  have 
no  right  to  touch  it,  still  less  to  demand  a  roa- 
Bon  of  us  for  its  continuance.  The  gentleman 
from  Kew  Hampahire,  If  r.  Fbrob,  and  I  must 
sa^  that  his  Toice  sounded  in  my  ear  as  the 
Toioe  of  a  friend,  said  that  we  of  the  South, 
could  not  know  the  state  of  things  at  the 
North;  that  in  his  district  there  was  not  one 
abolitiwuBt  in  five  hundred.  If  I  cUd  not  know 
it  befiwe,  I  do  now,  sir,  beeanae  he  hu  said  so. 
'  Let  me  say,  in  my  turn,  that  he  does  not  know 
the  state  of  feeling  at  the  South,  and  I  do,  with 
a  foil  knowledge  of  all  my  respoufflbilitdea, 
declare  that,  in  my  <^nnion,  nothing  will  satisQr 
the  excited,  the  aimost  frenzied  South,  but  an 
indignant  r^ection  of  these  petitions;  such  a 
r^|}eotion  as  will,  at  the  same  time  that  it  re- 
spects the  right  of  petitioning,  express  the 
pre-determination,  the  foregone  ooncuodon,  of 
the  House  on  the  sul^ect — a  r^eotion,  mr, 
that  will  satisfy  the  South,  and  serve  as  an  in- 
dignant rebuke  to  the  fanatioa  of  Uie  North, 
Bat  we  are  told  that  such  a  course,  whilst  it 
would  aatiafy  the  South^  would  offend  tba  peo- 
ple.of  the  North.  HowBO,Bir?  Ihadthoo^t 
that  it  was  the  South,  that  was  interfered  with, 
the  South  that  was  ii^ured,  that  it  was  the 
South  that  was  to  be  satisfied.  Who  is  it  4 
the  North  that  we  are  to  conciliate?  The 
fanatics?  Fanatics,  did  I  say,  sir?  Never  be- 
fore was  so  vilo  a  band  diguified  with  that  name. 
They  are  murderers,  foul  murderers,  accessories 
before  the  fact,  and  they  know  it,  of  murder, 
robbery,  rape,  infanticide.  Sir,  this  question 
must  be  settled ;  if  I  may  so  speak,  it  ftiust  be 
killed ;  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  and  feelings  of 
the  Souu,  to  ue  peace  and  harmony  of  this 
republic,  the  permanency  of  oar  institu- 
demand  it;  in  short,  ur,  every  conuderar 


tion  which  can  address  iteelf  to  a  patriot 
demands  it  Yes,  sir,  in  the  presence  of  the 
armed  monarchies  of  Europe,  with  all  the 
powerful  elements  both  on  thia  and  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  already  in  incipient  com- 
motion, already  rumbUug  m  th«r  deep  crater, 
he  is  wilfrilly  blind  who  does  not  aee  that  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  union,  oonoert,  all  the 
patriotism,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  wisdom  of  our 
whole  country,  will  be  demanded.  Shall  w& 
sir,  continue  to  stir  this  most  prolific  sonrce  f>f 
discordraye^  of  hatred,  or  shall  we  eetUe  it,  and 
forever! 

TtTESDAT,  December  flS. 

Sltmerif  in  tAs  Diatriet  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  that  depending  from  yes- 
terday, on  the  motion  of  Ur.  Patton,  for  a  re- 
eonslaeration  of  the  vote  by  which  a  memorial 
maying  Oouress  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
District  of  QilumUa,  was  referred  to  the  0(»n' 
mittee  on  the  District — 

Mr.  Oranoeb,  of  Kew  York,  ssid : 

Sir,  who  are  tfaeee  petitioners?  They  are 
persona  who,  looking  to  the  letter  of  the  oon- 
stitution  of  their  country,  and  finding  there  that 
Congress  has  the  ri^t  of  exclusive  legialation 
for  this  District,  and  not  looking  beyond  that, 
to  the  grants  of  session  by  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  to  see  under  what  reser- 
vations those  grants  were  made  and  accepted ; 
and  without  stopping  to  ask  the  still  more 
important  question,  whether  the  residents  of 
the  District  of  Oolnmbia  requite  any  interfer- 
ence, suppose  that  Congress  have  the  right  to 
leglslAte  np<Hi  this  satnect.  Starting  upon  tlUs 
abstract  pn^>odti<Hi,  uey  have  suppoBed  tb^ 
had  a  rig^t  to  ^>pear  at  the  bar  of  iJiis  Hoos^ 
and  to  ask  that  the  seat  of  Goremment  of  a 
free  nation  should  be  inhabited  by  those  raily- 
who  are  free. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  these  petition- 
ers ;  and  I  can  never  consent  that  tbey  should 
be  designated  as  murdererSj  or  that  their 
names  would  be  mingled  with  those  of  the 
abolitionists. 


WsDirasDAT,  December  23. 
Staverjf  m  the  J)ittriet  ^  CQluaihia. 
Ur.  Hamr,  of  New  York,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  House,  by 
a  vote  of  104  to  79,  and  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration bdng  t^en.  It  was  dedded  in  the 
affirmative. 

Hr.  Owens  said,  in  consequence  of  the  wide 
range  which  the  debate  had  taken,  he  bad 
determined  to  move  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table,  wit^  a  view  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  the  discuBsion  u[>on  the  motion  to  commit 
The  same  coarse  he  sfaoold  pursue  in  regard  to 
every  similar  petition  which  might  be  pre- 
sented. His  resolutions  on  the  sulject,  wmdi 
Iw  lukl  indicated  to  the  House^  he  would  offer 


Digitized  Dy 


DEBATES  OF  GONGKESS. 


11 


Dkxkbkk,  1886.] 


BemutoU  IfottiHtiei. 


[H.  orR. 


■vhea  the  States  were  colled  for  resolntions. 
He  moved  to  1^  the  petition  and  ^  motion 
to  oonmiU  on  tiie  table.  . 

lb.  Wise  made  a  point  at  wder.  Had  mn 
the  motion  to  reject  precedence  of  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  tablet 

The  Ohaib  said  no  motion  to  r^eet  vas  be- 
fore the  HoQse,  and  the  motion  to  laj  on  the 
table  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  jeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  qnestion  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

TxAB. — ^Ue88r&  Chilton  Allan,  Antliony,  Ashley, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beirdaley,  Beaamont,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Boon,  BouldiD,  Boree,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bachanao, 
BoQch,  Bums,  Cambrelcng,  Garr,  Casey,  George 
Oiamben^  Chanay,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland, 
Coflbo,  Colei,  Connor,  Conrtn,  Onug,  'Cramer, 
Crane,  Cnshman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dlokerson,  Doable- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Ether,  Fairfield,  Fuiia, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Philo  0.  Fuller,  Wfltiam 
K.  Poller,  Galbraith,  OUlet,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegau,  Hardin,  Harian,  Samuel  8. 
Harrison,  Albert  Q.  Hamson,  Haynes,  Henderson, 
Holsey,  HofAins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt- 
ington, Hontsmao,  IngenoQ,  Ingliain,  Jabu  Jack- 
son, Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  H.  Johnson, 
Cave  Joboson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Ewmon, 
Eilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensnutb,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  lAe,  Thomas  Lee, 
t«onara,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Uann,  Job 
Ifann,  IbrUn.  John  T.  Hason,  William  Uason, 
Hoses  Ibsw,  Samson  Hason,  Hay,  HcKay,  HcKeon, 
HcEim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Miiblenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Frankun 
Kerce,  Phelps,  I^kney,  Rencher,  John  Beynolds, 
Joseph  Beynolds,  Kpley,  Boane,  Schenck,  Seymour, 
Aogsfldoe  H.  Shepherd,  Shields,  Sbinn,  Smith, 
Spuigler,  Btandeftr,  Storer,  Satheriand,  TaUaferro, 
l^ylor,  Thomas,  John  nonscM,  Toooey,  Tnrrill, 
Underwood,  Vanderitoal,  Ylirton,  Wamnwr,  Ward, 
Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  LeiHi  WiDianiB, 
Bherrod  WilUama— 144. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  John  Calho(ni,  William  B. 
Calhoan,  Campbell,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Cushiiu,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett, 
James  Garland,  Bice  Cmriaad,  Olaacoofc,  Graham, 
Granger,  Gwson,  GrenneU,  Griffin,  Huand  Hall, 
Hammond,  Hard,  Harper,  Hazeldne,  Hoar,  Hnst, 
Wniiam  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln, 
Iatc,  Lyon,  Manry,  HcGarty,  McComas,  McEennan, 
MiUigan,  Morris,  Patton,  Datee  J.  Pearce,  James 
A.  Pearce,  FetUgrew,  ^ckeni,  Potts,  Heed,  Rob- 
ertson, Rogers,  BosseU,  WlUiam  fi.  Shepard,  Slade, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Towns,  WUte,  Whit- 


So  the  petition  and  the  motion  to  oommit 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


■Wkditesdat,  December  80. 

jStspTMsntoftM  from  Mieh^fan. 

ICr.  BxABDSLET  Said  it  was  within  tiie  recol- 
eotifw  of  tike  Hooae  thal^  a  few  days  rinoe^  be 


hod  moved  that  the  gentleman  who  had  pre- 
sented himself  there  as  a  representative  from 
what  Is  called  the  State  of  Hich^an,  be  per- 
mitted to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  floor  dunng 
the  rittino^  of  the  Hoose.  It  seemed  due 
from  himself  that  he  should  ask  the  House  to 
consider  that  motion ;  bat,  before  doing  so,  ho 
wished  to  suggest  that  ho  designed  to  modify 
his  proposition,  by  merely  asking  the  House  to 
permit  that  |^ntieman  to  come  within  the  h^ 
dariDg  the  BittingB  of  the  House  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  spectator ;  thai,  he  trusted,  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  whole  House;  and  he  had 
done  it  with  reference  to  former  precedents, 

Sarticnlarly  that  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
[r.  B.  then  sent  his  modified  proportion  to  tiie 
Ohidr,  to  be  read  from  the  Cleik*s  table,  for  the 
information  of  the  Honse,  and  was  as  follows : 

Seaolvedf  Thai  Isaac  K  Craiy^  who  clauna  to  have 
been  duly  dected  a  member  of  this  House,  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  spectator  wltbin  the  hsU  during  the  sit- 
tings vl  this  House. 

Objection  b^ng  made, 

Hr,  Bbabdblbt  moved  to  imspend  tiie  rules 
of  the  Hoose  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bn^DSLBT  then  moved  the  foregoing 
resolution ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Honse  adjourned. 


TuKDAT,  December  81, 

Messrs.  Olaibohnk  and  Diozaoa,  Bepreeent- 
atives  from  tl^e  State  of  Miasisnp^  appeared, 
wero  qualified,  and  took  their  se^s. 


WmmxsDAT,  January  6,  1886. 
Seminole  Bbttilitiet. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CucBBSLEira,  the  Honse 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Hr.  Cohnob  in  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Caubrelesto,  the  com- 
mittee proceeded  to  consider  the  following  bill: 

A  biU  nuikinff  an  appropriatioH  for  repntring  ho*- 
tUitUt  eotmnenctd  by  the  Bagiinoi*  JiuUani. 
Bo  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  sam  of  |80,000  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  othenrise  api«opriatea, 
for  the  expenses  attending  the  represnoo  of  Jiet> 
tilitiea  oommencad  by  the  Semiiude  Indians  in 
Florida. 

A  communication  tnm.  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  subject  was  read ;  when 

Mr.  OAicBBELBNa  briefly  adverted  to  the 
depredations  committed  by  the  Soniuoles,  their 
having  Ifdd  waste  and  desolated  the  oonntry 
for  ei{^^  miles,  &o. 

Ifr.  Vnrrov  inquired  iriietiier  the  gentleman 
fhm  New  York  was  In  posBesdon  of  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  eanse  of  tills  var,  or  who 
commenced  it  f 

Mr.  OAUBRELEHa  said  he  had  in  his  posses- 
ion a  package  (tf  docQmenta  oontoiniDg  the 
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desired  information.  The  disturbance  had 
grown  ont  of  a  troatr  with  the  Seminolea,  the 
ezecntioD  of  which  had  been  postponed  from 
time  to  time  bj  them ;  and  when  a  portion  of 
these  Indians  bad  detiwmin«d  to  remoTe,  two 
(tf  their  own  ehieft  had  been  murdered  bj  fhem- 
■elTCB,  &C.  The  gentleman  from  Oluo  eonld 
examine  the  eorrespondenoe  in  bis  possesdon, 
and  he  wonld  be  able  to  satisfy  himself  on  the 
snUeet 

Sr.  VriTON  inqnired  when  the  treaty  aUnded 
to  was  made  ?   He  did  not  wish  to  delay  the 

?assage  of  the  bill ;  but  if  it  was  the  treaty  of 
B23,  or  1824,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  to 
amend  it  by  making  it  obligatory  on  the  United 
States  to  carry  that  treaty  into  effect 

Ur.  OucBBSLSNa  adverted  to  the  necessity 
of  speedy  action  npon  this  subject  The  war 
was  progressing.  Fifteen  hundred  Indiuis 
were  in  the  field,  and  Uiey  were  opposed  by 
only  about  two  hundred  troops.  Unless  spe^iW 
repressed,  they  would  probably  make  inroads 
npon  the  State  of  Georgia.  If  the  gentleman 
nom  Ohio  dedred  to  ridse  a  questitm  or  a 
debate  npon  the  treaty,  he  conid  select  anottier 
opportniuty,  vithont  embarrassing  the  present 
measure, 

Hr.  Adaus  aald :  Hr.  Bpeaker,  I  propose  to 
amend  this  bill,  by  introducing,  after  the  word 
"  to  be  expended,"  words  **  imder  the  direo- 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to 
lav."  My  objection  to  the  bill  as  it  now 
stands  is,  that  it  is  an  appropriation  rather  too 
indefinite ;  and  I  make  this  motion  now,  more 
with  a  view  to  anticipate  what  I  presume  will 
be  an  amendment  proposed  In  another  plaxie, 
than  for  any  other  oonsideraUon.  And  I  make 
it  now  the  more  readily,  beoanse  at  the  close 
of  the  last  sesnon  of  Congress,  in  the  case  ^  a 
^Uar  uipropriation,  not  only  the  appropria- 
tion itself  nUIed,  but  the  whole  bill  to  which  it 
was  annexed  (and  an  extremely  important  one 
it  was)  foiled  entirely,  as  I  understood,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  indefinite  natnre  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

X  ask  the  gentleman,  therefore,  to  assent  to 
the  introdaotion  of  something  like  these  terms : 
"  to  be  expended  tinder  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  oonfoimably  to  law." 

Hr.  OAMBBaLTOQ  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  vhlcb  had  been  proposed. 

The  ammdment  was  agreed  to,  uid  the  biU 
laidaddA. 


Wbhtisut,  Januuy  18. 

Slan&ry  in  the  Dutrict  of  Columbia. 

The  resolution,  heretofore  offared  by  Kr. 
Jasvis,  came  up  in  order : 

Staohed,  That,  in  the  ofdnion  of  this  Eonse,  the 
subject  of  the  sbolitioa  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Celumbim  ongfit  not  to  be  eirtertahied  by  Gonpen. 
And  be  it  faitber  resolved,  that  incase  arvpaUtion 
praying  the  abOlitloD  of  riavery  in.  die  DIstifet  of 
Colnnua  bebaieaAer  presented,  It  is  the  dsUbeiate 


opinion  of  the  Houao  that  the  same  ougtit  to  bo 
l^d  upon  the  table  without  being  referred  or  printed. 

^  The  question  pending  was  the  fdlowing 
amendment  oflferod     Hr.  Wm : 

Re$oiv«d,  That  there  Is  no  power  of  legtsladon 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  to  abolish  slavery  In  the  District 
of  Colombia ;  and  that  any  attempt  by  Congress  to 
le^date  opon  the  sulriect  of  slavery,  will  be  not 
(my  onantitoriied  bat  dsngerous  to  the  nnUn  of 
the  States. 

Hr.  Jabtis  modified  his  resolution  as  follows : 
Whereas  any  attempt  In  this  House  to  agitate  the 
qnesUon  of  davery  is  calenlated  to  disturb  the 
compromises  of  the  consdtntion,  to  endanger  the 
Union,  and,  If  persisted  in,  to  destroy  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country.   There  fore, 

lUiolved,  lliat,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  In  the  District  of 
GolnmUa  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress. 
And  it  Is  furUer  resolved,  that  In  case  any  petition 
prayhig  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  hereafter  [absented,  It  is  the  delib- 
erate ojunioa  of  the  House  that  the  some  ought  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being  referred  or 
printed. 

Hr.  Allan,  of  Eentnoky,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  as  modified,  and  the  amendment,  on 

the  table. 

The  qnestion  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table  was  decided — yeas  68,  na^ 
156. 

So  the  House  refiised  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  table. 

HoiTDAT,  Febroary  8. 
Sknerj/  in  the  J)i$trict  of  ColunUna. 

Hr.  FiNOEintT  asked  the  consent  of  the 
Home  to  offer  ih»  resi^ution,  heretofore  iudioa- 
ted  by  him  <m  the  Babje<^  of  the  aholitirai  of 
slavery,  and  objections  being  made,  he  moved 
the  Buspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
oifer  the  resolntion.  Dedded  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 188,  nays  6fi. 

Mr.  PiNOXNiT  then  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

RstoU^  That  all  the  memorials  which  haro  been 
ofiered,  or  may  hereafUr  be  presented,  to  this 
House,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  sUvery  in  the 
District  of  OolnmUa,  and  also  the  resolutions  offered 
b^  an  honorable  member  ftom  H^ne,  ^r.  Jakvis,) 
with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  Vusinia,  (Ur.  Wisx,)  and  every 
other  paper  or  proposition  that  may  be  submitted 
in  relation  to  that  subject,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  ^t  Congress 
possesses  no  eonstitntltai^  aatbonty  to  Interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  institution  of  darery  in  any  of 
the  BtatM  of  this  confederacy ;  and  that,  in  the 
otnnton  of  this  Hoose,  Congress  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere In  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Colnmbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
pvblio  fiuth,  unwise,  impolitic,  and  dangerous  to 
the  Union ;  assigning  such  reasODS  for  uese  con- 
olnrions  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  may 
bo  best  calculated  to  enlighten  the  poblle  mind,  to 
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wpnm  agitation,  to  allay  ezdtemeiit,  to  mtalii 
and  prenerre  the  Jost  rights  of  the  daveholdlng 
Bt^es  and  4^  the  people  of  this  Dicfariet,  and  to  re- 
eatabUah  hannony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  Ta- 
Hooa  secdoni  of  the  UnicKL 

Vr.  BoTD  moved  the  prerioos  qneBtioii,  and 
It  was  decided  in  the  afBrmAtive — ^yeas  US.  ^ 
nays  47.   So  the  m&in  qnestioB  was  ordered 
to  be  pnt. 

Mr.  Ynrroir  called  for  the  dividon  of  the 
reaolnUon  into  three  several  parts ;  so  that  the 
mieation  ahonld  be  taken  on  the  following 
elanses  aeparately: 

1.  "Se$olved,  That  aQ  the  memorials  vhich 
hare  been  oQered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented, 
to  this  Hotue,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
In  the  District  of  Columbia,  aad  also  the  resolu- 
tions offered  by  an  honorable  member  from  Maine, 
(Hr.  Jarvis,)  with  the  amendment  thereto  pro- 
posed by  an  honorable  member  from  Yliginis,  (Mr. 
Wisx,)  and  every  other  paper  or  propoeitioa  that 
may  be  eabmitted  in  reUtion  to  that  aDb}eet,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee." 

S.  **  With  instructions  to  report  that  Congress 
poaacBoea  no  eoaatitstionai  authority  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  inatitntion  of  davery  in  any  of 
the  States  of  tiiia  eonfbdenuiy.** 

S.  "  And  that,  in  the  oj^oa  of  thia  House,  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  Interfere  in  any  vay  vltit  da- 
very  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  beeaose  it  would 
be  a  violation  of  the  public  Mth,  onwise,  impc^tio, 
and  dangerous  to  the  Union.'* 

The  Ohaeb  stated  the  division  Indicated  was 
In  order,  and  the  decision  of  the  Ohsor  waa 
affirmed  by  the  Honse. 

The  qaestion  being  taken  on  the  first  monber 
oi  the  pr(»)ou1jon,  as  above  divided,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Bo  the  first  olanse  was  agreed  to. 

The  eeoond  member  of  the  pr(]^^ti<»i  waa 
determined  by— yua  SOI,  xu^a  7. 

So  the  aeoond  danae  waa  agreed  to. 

WiOi^  when  hia  name  waa  ealled,  rose 
andaaid:  IreAuetovoteatall  aponanoh  a  prop- 
osition ;  because  to  affirm  any  proposition  by 
declaratory  resolntion  is  to  admit  it  needs 
affirmation ;  and  beeaose  Ooiurresa  has  no  con- 
atitational  power  either  to  affirm  or  deny  any 
proposition  whatever,  in  relation  to  slavery  in 
the  States. 

3Cr.  PmcTNET  moved  that  the  gendtoian  he 
ezeoaed  from  voting ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  qnestioa  h^g  abont  to  be  taken  on  the 
third  branch  of  the  proposition — • 

Mr.  Undsbwood  called  for  a  division  of  the 
Queriiai  on  thia  branch,  eo  aa  to  take  the  qnes- 
wm  on  the  clause  declaring  that  Oongress 
**  oiq^t  not  to  interfbre  in  any  war  with  slavery 
in  Um  District  of  ChdnmUa,"  and  omitting  the 
Mwrna  tberelbr. 

The  Ohaib  dedded  that  the  dividon  was  in 
order,  and  the  qnestion  being  taken  on  the 
first  olanse  of  the  third  branch  indicated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentac^,  (Mr,  ITiimB- 
wooD,)  it  waa  de(dded  in  the  amnDative,  as 
lidlowB: 


tTajia.~He88n.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthmy,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  fiean,  Beaumont,  Bell, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Boree,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Garr, 
Carter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Gbapman, 
Ohapin,  Kathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Ciamer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickersoo, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efiier,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fit,  WHliam  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  James  Garland,  lUce  Garland,  GiUet, 
Graham,  Grantiand,  Graves,'  Haley,  Joseph  Hidl, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Har- 
rison, Haves,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  g^owell,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jaokson,  Janris,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  lUchard  H.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  Beojaroin  Jones,  Judson, 
Kennon,  Eilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lannng,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loy&ll,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,  Job  Uano,  Manning,  KarUn,  Jobn  T,  Mason, 
William  Hasoa.  Moses  Mason,  Man^,May,  MoCo- 
maa,  McKay,  HeKeOn,  HoEim,  McLene,  Hercer, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg; 
Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Fronkhn 
Rercc,  James  A.  Pearoe,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Piuck- 
ney,  Rencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  tniliam  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sokles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Towns,  TurriU,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Wageoer,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Week^ 
White,  Lewis  wnUama,  ^errod  Willums— 163. 

Ui.YB. — Messrs.  Aduns,  Eeman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Banks,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
George  Chambers,  Cbilda,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Erans,  Everett,  PhUo 
C.  Fuller,  Granger,  Hard,  Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hoar, 
Hunt,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty, 
McEennan,  Iforris,  Parker,  Dntee  J.  Fearce, 
Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Sloane,  Spngne,  Vla- 
ton,  Webster,  Whittiesey— 47. 

So  the  first  member  of  the  third  olaose,  as 
above  stated,  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  rcmaiidng  part  of  the 
third  olaose,  was  decided  by — yeas  127,  nays 
75. 

Bo  the  renuunder  of  the  third  olanse  was 
agreed  to. 

Tlie  question  being  on  the  remuning  portion 
of  the  reaolntioQ,  it  was  read  as  follows : 

"Aadgning  such  reasons  for  these  concluaions 
as,  in  the  ji^gment  of  the  committee,  may  be  best 
calculated  to  enlighten  the  public  n^d,  to  repress 
a^tation,  to  allay  excitement,  to  sustain  and  pre- 
serve ttie  just  rights  of  the  alaveboldlug  States  and 
of  the  people  of  this  district,  and  to  re^tabliab 
harmony  and  tranquQUty  anumgst  the  Tarioos  seo- 
tions  of  the  Union." 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
tUa  residue  of  the  resolution,  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  167,  nays  6. 

So  the  whole  resolntion  was  carried,  and  the 
committee  ordered- to  consist  of  nine. 

Ur.  Qaklasd,  of  Louisiana,  asked  the  oon- 
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•eat  d  the  Home  to  pennit  him,  and  also  the 
gentlemen  from  Geoigia  and  Vlrginis,  (MeaBra. 

and  BosBBTSoir,)  to  enter  thur  rea- 
sons on  the  Jonrnal  for  the  Tote  given  hf  than 
on  the  resolation  just  adopted. 

OhjeoUons  being  made,  Mr.  Glasoook  moved 
to  fioroend  the  roles  for  that  pnrpose ;  which 
waa  diuireed  ta 

-  United  Stata  and  France. 
The  Stkaku  lud  before  the  Hoose  the 
foQowliw  UttBsage  from  the  Frendmt  <tf  the 
United  States: 

7b  tiu  SenaU  and  Bomte  of  SeSaentativt* : 

The  GoTemment  <tf  Ore»t  Britain  hu  offered  lU 
nediation  for  the  a^mtinent  of  the  dispute  between 
tiie  United  States  and  France.  Carefully  guarding 
that  point  in  the  controveriT',  which,  m  ft  involves 
oar  honor  and  i&dependeoce,  adtoita  of  no  compro- 
ndse,  I  have  cheenUlly  accepted  the  offer.  It  wUl 
be  obvlonsly  improper  to  resort  even  to  the  mildest 
measure  of  a  compnlso^  character,  until  it  is  ascer- 
tained wbethn  France  has  declined  or  aooepted  the 
madiatiM.  I  therefore  reoonnwnd  a  snnt^idoD  of 
aU  nrocee^nn  on  that  part  of  mj  special  Kcesue 
of  the  16th  cnJanOhrr  last,  vhtch  p^poses  a  partial 
non-ifltercourse  with  iVance.  'WhOe  we  cannot  too 
highly  appreciate  the  elevated  and  disinterested 
motives  of  the  offer  of  Great  Britain,  and  have  a 
just  reliance  upon  the  great  influence  of  that  power 
to  restore  the  relations  of  ancient  fHendship  be- 
tween tiie  United  States  and  France,  and  know,  too, 
that  our  own  padflo  poUey  will  be  strictly  adhered 
to,  until  the  iiaUoual  honor  compels  us  to  depart 
from  it,  we  should  be  [nsenrible  to  the  exposed 
condition  of  our  country,  and  forget  the  lessons  of 
experience,  if  we  did  not  efflciently  and  sedulously 
prepare  for  an  adverse  result.  The  peace  of  a 
nation  does  not  depend  ezelu^vely  upon  its  own 
will,  nor  upon  the  beneficent  poltey  of  netghboring 
powers ;  and  that  nation  which  is  found  totally 
unprepared  for  Uie  edgencies  and  dangers  of  war, 
although  it  come  without  havlne  given  warning  of 
its  approach,  is  criminally  negligent  of  Its  honor 
and  its  duty.  X  cannot  too  strongly  repeat  the 
recommendation  already  made  to  place  the  seaboard 
in  a  proper  atate  of  defence,  and  promptly  to  pro- 
vide the  means  for  amp^  protectlog  our  eommeroe. 

JLNBBEW  JAGESOy. 
Washihgtok,  February  6,  1688. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Kason,  of  Tirg^nio,  the 
Hessage  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Aff^ra,  and  ordered  to  he  printed.' 


Fridat,  February  12.  * 

Tk»  LaU  Chi^  JutUee  ManhalL 

Kr.  Tnoibsoll,  with  the  nnanlmona  consent 
of  the  House,  offered  the  following 'resolation: 

'Rttolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be 
instructed  to  cause  a  marble  bast  of  the  late  Chief 
Justice  Manh&ll  to  be  prepared  by  an  artist  of 
merit  and  repntation,  and  to  be  placed  In  the 
chamlwr  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  a  position  correqwnding  witii  that  of  tiie  bnst 
the  lata  CUef  JTnstioe  Jajr. 


Kr.  IiroKBSOij.  said :  I  am  not  about  to  pro» 
nonnoe  an  enlc^^m  on  the  character  d  John 
Marshall.  His  merits  are  already  recorded  in 
the  hearts  and  Jndgmmta  of  his  ooontrymen, 
A  recollection  of  uiem  will  be  oberiahed  as 
long  as  a  jnst  estimate  can  be  formed  of  hrilliaat 
talents  and  unspotted  intMrity,  as  long  as 
gratitude  shall  ocmtinae  to  bo  a  virtue.  Few 
men  since  the  formation  of  the  Government 
have  served  it  so  well,  and  none  more  fiuth- 
fuUy.  In  the  administration  oi  the  lawa,  nndw  a 
Govemment  d  laws,  he  waa  for  nearly  fiveHOd- 
thirty  years  supreme  in  atatimi,  in  amlities,  and 
in  nsefolness.  It  has  been  the  peculiar  fortune 
of  this  repablie  that  it  has  found  on  different 
occasions^  when  it  has  called  its  eminent  dti- 
zens  to  posts  of  public  doty,  a  happy  fitness 
in  the  individual  to  his  station,  a  devotion  of 
purpose  in  the  man,  and  a  confidence  in  his 
designs  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  a  union  and 
an  aptitude  from  which  notiiing  but  lasting 
benmts  can  arise.  Many  shining  properties 
wore  centered  in  the  eminent  perscn  to  wh<ntt 
it  is  the  object  of  thU  resolution  to  offer  a 
feeble  tribute  of  reqieet  and  gratitude— prop- 
erties which  justify  the  f»^ng  uiivenauy 
entertained  fiir  him  as  the  pride  and  the  boast 
of  his  ooimtrjmen.  "When  tills  rad  moch  more 
shsll  be  done  by  them^  the  nation  and  posterity 
will  continue  to  be  immeasnrabi/  his  debtors. 
I  sabmtt  the  resolution  as  a  cheerf\il  aclcnowl- 
edgment  of  the  debt  wo  owe,  and  as  the 
pledge  of  an  effort  to  repay  it  in  the  emulation 
of  his  virtues. 

Mr.  Stobbb  remarked  that  some  weeks  ago 
he  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Hiram 
Powers,  requesting  Congress  to  employ  him 
for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  Work  proposed 
in  this  resolution.  The  memorial  was  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Llbraiy,  who  would 
report  upon  it  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  HcKwni  aunested  to  the  gentiem&n 
firom  PemuylTania  the  expedient-  of  modify- 
ing the  reaolatimi  bo  as  to  refnr  the  subject  to 
the  Jmnt  Oomnuttee  cm  the  Library. 

Mir.  hftasaaa.  so  mo^fied  the  resolntlni, 
and  it  was  agreed  to,  nem.  dii. 

Td»dat,  March  8. 

Mr.  DixoK  H.  Lbtis,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Bepreeentatives  fivm  the  State  of  Alahami^ 
queued,  was  qualified,  and-took  his  aeat. 


V<»inAT,  March  14. 
Sv^fpnttbm  i^f  Indian  ffottUUiei. 

The  bill  making  a  fhrtfaer  mropriatifla 
for  snppreaung  Indian  hostilities  m  Florida^ 
was  rMd  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Stobkb  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill, 
but  merely  to  ask  for  some  light  on  the  snb- 
ject.  If  it  were  necessary,  he  wonld  vote  for 
toi  timea  the  amount  aalud  for,  but  he  oonld 
not  do  BO  unlesB  it  waa  utoaUy  neoeaaaiy.  Ha 
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nid  thw  had  alreadj  voted  half  «  million  of 
dollan  fta  th«  soppresdoa  of  Indian  hoetilitieB 
ia  Flcnida,  and  to  feed  all  the  snfferlDg  Inbabi- 
tanta  tberaof;  and  he  asked  the  ehairman  of 
the  0<miiiiittee  of  Ways  and  Meaiu  if  he  could 
ahow  anj  reaacms  why  they  ilioold  vote  more 
mooej.  Be  aaid  it  waa  the  practice  with  tiie 
oontmittee  of  vhloh  Kr.  B.  was  a  member  to 
ffire  the  reucms,  when  fhey  i^wrted  a  bill, 
for  so  doing ;  bnt  there  the  oommittee  which 
bad  the  whole  nuuuigement  the  i^ropria- 
ttoBB  of  the  Honaa  uitrodiioed  Inlla  wnhovt  a 
Mfltery  rewm  to  awtidn  Otaa.  He  wUied  to 
know  what  were  tiie  nwmda  Ibr  the  ^iiwo^iap 
tkn  atpieaent  asked  zw. 

Ur.  CiiTOEraiio  ealled  for  the  reading  ^  a 
latter  fnxa  the  Seoretwy  of  War,  whidi,  he 
ranarked,  wotdd  probably  be  aatiafaotory  to 
thegentleman  from Ohia 

The  letter  waa  iwd,  and  the  bill  paaaed. 


9  Tols.  Journal  to  1816,  - 
X  do.  Land  Laws,   -      .  - 
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Cort  MtlmxWL 
-   $4,406  00 
«9>  00 


toms,  - 


WmaaaDAif  April  8. 

Pur^OM  of  BooTa. 

Bbumm  moTed  to  Bu^>end  the  ralea  for 
tiie  pnrpoae  of  <^bring  the  ftUowing  resola- 
tun: 

Jtm^ntAy  That  the  Clerk  of  Om  House  be  author- 
ized aad  reauired  to  fun^  the  new  members  of 
the  twenty-nraith  Congren  with  the  aarae  books 
Amdabed  to  the  menuwra  of  the  twenty-third 
Coagreai. 

It  b^Bg  anggeated  that  a  eimilar  reac^ntion 
was  CO  Um  l^waker'a  table,  JCr.  &kkw  varied 
Ua  motteu  ao  aa  to  take  iq>  that  resolution; 
which  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Hr.  JoBXBOv,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the 
paaaage  of  the  resolution,  and  felt  it  his  duty 
to  mue  a  statement  to  uie  House  of  the  ez- 
pwdltorea  which  would  arise  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  re8olnti(»i.  He  had  examined  into  the 
iolflao^  and  caused  a  atatoment  to  be  inade. 
showing  the  books  that  would  be  printed  and 
mudutaed  under  the  resolution,  and  ha  found 
It  would  oanae  a  reprint  of  «ghty-four  Tolames. 
whidi  would  cost  the  sum  of  $85,041 16 ;  and 
under  it  the  Oleik  of  the  Houae  would  purchase 
fifty-fonr  rolumes,  now  In  print,  or  preparing 
for  the  press,  oMtiug  the  som  of  $88,986; 
DuUng  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  near  one 
hundred  thousand  dtdlars;  midring  over  one 
thousand  ddlars  In  books  to  each  of  the  new 
membera  tA  the  present  Congress. 

Itr.  J.  read  a  catalogue  (rf  the  books,  and  the 
008^  as  estimated  by  oqe  of  the  Clerks  of  the 
Bouw,  as  fbUows : 

Lmdk»m<*s  xesolatkn  will  cause  a  reprint 
of— 

Cort  MdniAted. . 

7Tola.Doos.or2dBe8don,S2dCong.   $£,118  60 

4  do.  ElUot's  D^te&    ...     1^237  60 

5  do*  Ifannfaotariiig  DocauientB^  •  891  00 
1}  do.  ]>oas.  and  Jour.  1st  Bess.  SSd 

Cong.  11,478  10 

It  dOb  IHplomatia  CimipOBdaaoei  -    4,848  OS 


4  do.  Ji 
86 

Wvtkt  in  -Print. 

1  ToL  Doa  Els.  of  U.  a  Bank,  at  4  50 

each,   

9  do.  Rttister  of  Debates,  at  66  each, 
1  do.  Lirinnton's  Code,  at  S  " 
1  do.  Com.  B^colatioQa,  at  8  " 
1  do.  Peek's  Trial,  .  at  5  " 
1  do.  Cobb'a  Mannal,  at  1  •* 
80  do.  Amer.  State  Vvgsn^  at  SVT  40  " 
20  do.  Doc  His.  U.  8^      atSSO  " 


8,848  00 
1,960  00 

$S5,041  1« 


64 


$446  60 
t.426  00 
496  00 
496  00 
496  00 
890  00 
83,618  60 
81,680  00 

$68,988  10 


Hr.  J.  sdd  many  ctf  the  books  which  would 
neoeasarily  be  reprinted,  if  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  were  wholly  useless,  and  would  never 
be  read.  He  referred  to  the  Tolnmes  of  the 
documents  of  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, conbuning  the  panic  memoriala  and  the 
names  of  tibe  memoriaUstc^  and  also  those 
omit^ninff  the  names  of  the  pensiouers.  He 
thought  the  thousand  dollars  could  be  as  well, 
much  better  erpended,  for  the  benefit  of  new 
membera  in  purchasing  other  books  of  a 
diflbroit  oharaeter.  Hr.  J.  regretted  pladng 
hfanaelf  In  a  poritkn  in  which  he  might  hava 
the  appearanoe  of  acting  unkindly  to  the  new 
membwa  of  the  fHresent  Oongreaa.  He  felt  it 
his  duty  to  reaist  such  an  api^ication  tlw 
pubtieation  hcrett^m  as  well  aa  now ;  he  had 
nnifermly  opposed  all  such  ]Hx>poeitions,  fitnn 
the  time  he  had  tiie  hcmor  w  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  and  he  expected  to  do  so.  If  Congreaa 
should  purchase  and  [veseut  books  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  they  should  be  retomed  to 
the  public  library  upon  the  expiration  of  their 
req>eetive  terms,  for  the  use  of  their  sucoes* 
Bors.  The  resolution  seemed  plausible,  in 
pla<»ng  the  new  members  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing with  the  members  of  the  last  Congress; 
it  was  ^>pareiit,  however,  that  they  oould, 
with  the  same  pronriety,  dudm  as  many  booju 
as  the  membera  (h  the  presoit  Congress  whu 
had  served  fifteen  or  twenty  yean ;  and  all  our 
Buooessorfl  upon  this  floor  ml^t,  with  the  same 
propriety,  make  the  same  daim.  He  felt  it 
bis  dut7  to  make  theae  statements  to  the 
House,  and  -  he  should  ask  the  privilege  <^ 
recording  his  vote  in  oppodtion. 

Hr.  Ikokbsoll  (who  originally  offered  the 
resolution)  aaid:  I  introduced  this  resolution, 
Dot  BO  much  from  any  impluses  of  my  own,  as 
in  corapliauoe  with  the  wishes  of  others,  who, 
like  myself^  are  without  the  advonta^  of 
personal  experieiuje  here.  I  do  ntrt  desire  to 
urge  it  beytud  a  point  whidi  may  be  ocmrid- 
erea  peinotiy  reaaonahle  and  Just.  The 
reaolitaoii,  It  will  be  pere^vedf  merely  adopts 
the  praeedoit  which  has  been  set  by  tiwae 
SMoiben  of  the  pracot  OoiiffraM  irho.wipo  also 
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numbers  of  the  last.  All  of  them,  I  prennne, 
hAVB  dther  Bamwrted  the  measure  07  their 
TOtea,  or  aTsUed  themsdves  of  its  fruits.  The 
gantlemau  from  Temiessee  has.  as  he  says, 
Teoeived  the  books,  and  he  manifests  the  Qtility 
diem  in  the  information  which  he  habitoally 
ctnnmnnicates  to  the  House.  Those  who  are 
entirelj  without  the  benefit  derived  from  a 
participation  in  the  past  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress,'are  obliged  to  recur  to  the  volumes  in 
question,  in  oraer  that  tbey  may  reach  the  in- 
formation neoessarT'  to  enable  them  to  give  a 
consdentiouB  vote  upon  almost  any  aubject 
that  oconrs.  Tot  m]r«el^  I  aoknovledge  mj 
oblk^ons  to  an  honorable  IHend  for  the  use 
oi  the  IxM^  which  have  been  fomished  to  him 
under  former  resolutions  of  a  similar  character. 
The  State  Pwers,  which  are  especially  Direct- 
ed to,  are  of  peculiar  Talne,  and  of  constant 
use  as  a  work  of  reference. 

This  resolotion,  howoTer,  is  more  important 
tn  a  puhlio  than  a  private  sense.  Besides  the 
immediate  oommnnication  of  intelligence  to 
members  of  Congress,  it  contemplates  a  broader 
diffiuttm  of  interesting  knowledge  thronjrhont 
the  nation,  and  throaghont  the  world.  Every 
element  of  the  present  elevation  of  the  conntiy 
In  power  and  in  h^>pine88  is  to  be  found  in  the 
vorks  which  It  is  prc^nsed  to  distribnte. 

Yon  oamiot  bettw  serve  the  cause  uni- 
Teraal  freedom  and  soond  political  wisdom, 
than  i)j  exhibiting,  everywhere,  the  measures 
which  tills  nation  has  resorted  to  and  adopted 
In  the  course  of  its  brief  but  eompreheiudve 
history.  After  the  books  have  bo^  used  by 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  will  beoome  the  property  of  the  people 
tiiemselves.  They  will  be  oheri^ed  as  uie 
trne,  and,  before  long,  the  only  evidence 
acoesnble  to  every  oituen  of  the  wisdom  and 
tiie  errors  of  those  who  have  gone  before  as. 
They  will  teach  lessfns  <tt  equal  praotioal 
tttilify,  whetbw  they  reflect  a  reeord  of  pn>< 
oeedJngs  which  are  wise  enongfa  to  be  imitated, 
or  ernmeoQs  enongfa  to  be  avoided. 

The  example  of  another  Qovenunent  is 
worthy  ctf  recollection.  Yonr  library  has 
TBoenuy  been  ranched  by  a  gift  of  the  valu- 
aUe  and  extenatve  publioation  of  the  ahnost 
l^-gone  monuments  of  British  history  and 
British  law.  That  politic  and  liberal  nation 
has  wdeavored  to  q}read  as  widely  as  the 
onptre  of  civilized  man  extends,  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  those  oostiy  volumes.  Not 
only  are  tiie  especial  lilMraries  of  raster  Govern- 
ments in  possession  of  th«n,  bat  the  existence 
of  them  is  penwtuated  by  finding  them  a  place 
in  tiie  halls  of  all  the  ceulmted  semluariee  of 
leandng  throaghont  Christendom.  It  appears 
to  me  that  we  owe  at  least  as  mndh  to  oar 
flUlierB  and  to  ourselves. 

At  a  moment  when  the  notional  Treasury  is 
fined  to  repletion,  what  better  use  can  be  made 
of  a  comparative  modicnm  of  its  sorplos 
wealth  than  that  which  the  reaolotion  contem- 
plates t  Kot  an  intenat  can  nSbr.  Every 


[Atsm^Uas, 

one  may  be  benefited.  The  expense  whidi  Is 
complained  of  is  inrigniflcant,  whether  it  be 

compared '  with  the  good  effects  that  are  likely 
to  be  the  conseijuence,  or  with  the  ordinary 
provision  which  is  manifested  in  the  printing 
of  public  documents  by  the  House, 

with  respect  to  <Hie  ot  the  works  called  f(H>, 
It  is  not  easy  to  understand  upon  what  princi- 
pie  a  preference  is  to  be  '^ven  to  oar  more 
experienced  brethren  over  oarsdvee.  Where 
publications  have  been  made  heretofore,  and 
are  now  exhausted  by  distribution,  there  may 
be  plauribility  in  the  araoment  which  obJeeU  to 
a  renewed  expense.  Bnt  the  "  Doonmentaiy 
History  of  the  United  Statea"  is  yet  in  embryo. 
Kot  a  member  has  been  ftonisbed  with  it. 
"When  it  shall  have  issued  fhnn  the  press,  and 
comes  fresh  and  new  for  the  informatW  « the 
people,  with  the  whole  expense  whi<^  it  c^ 
for  yet  to  he  inonrred,  I  claim  for  all  the  repre- 
sentatives an  equal  right  to  partake  of  the 
benefits  which  it  confers. 

After  some  remarks  frtm  Ifeasn.  Bbd^ 
JcMONj  and  Sfxioht, 

Ifr.  BmaHT  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 


Fridxt,  April  8. 

IRiesMlfi  nmfMy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Uat,  the  House  proceeded 
to  tiie  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  tiie 
Territorial  Government  of  WisoiHirin.  After  a 
debate  uptm  details,  and  varions  amendmenta 

adopted, 

llie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  a  tmrd*time  and 
passed. 


U0HD1.T,  April  11. 
J)^Mit  Banh. 
Mr.  Wm  offered  the  following  ntokaAaa : 
Retaivtd,  That  a  select  eomarittee  be  apptriatedi, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa^eri»  to 
inqnire  lato  the  agency  or  mode  of  sdectug  the 
banks  of  deposit  for  the  imblie  money,  and  into 
tbe  contracts  with  the  Treasury  Dcpsrtment,  by 
wUcb  tbey  are  legohUed,  and  into  the  mumer  in 
wUab,  aad  the  persons  by  wh<Mn,  such  contracts 
are  made;  ud  to  InqiUre  whether  any,  andif  anyt 
what  oonnectioQ  or  reladon,  ofBdsl  or  unofflclu, 
exists,  or  has  existed,  betveen  a  certdo  Reuben 
U.  Whitney  and  tbe  Treasury  Department  of  tbe 
United  States,  or  between  him  and  the  banks  of 
deposit  of  Uie  public  money,  and  into  tbe  extent 
of  his  agency  generaOy,  hi  keepbg  and  eontralBaf 
the  pubhc  money,  and  into  the  amouDt  of  bis  eou* 
pensadon,  wbetber  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the 
poblio  Treasury  or  by  the  deposit  banks ;  and  that 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  UU  w 
otherwise. 

Objections  having  been  made, 
Ur.  WisB  moved  to  Euapend  the  ndes ;  and, 
The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
r^ected— yeas  85,  naja  82— not  two-tUrds. 
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Sa^tdbdat,  April  16. 
Oeneral  Appropriation  BiU—Doeumentary 
BiaUtry. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  civil  and  diplomotio  expenses  of 
Cfovemment  for  the  ^ear  1886. 

The  bill  was  reported  at  ft  late  lionr  last 
night,  fhnn  the  Oommittee  of  tiie  Vhole  on 
&e  state  of  the  Union,  vith  eandry  amend- 
mente,  and  the  qaestion  was  on  oonciirring  with 
the  conunittee  m  their  report. 

The  committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
{[Rowing  clause : 

"For  the  DoenoientaiT  Hbtwy  of  the  Americaa 

BeTolation,  per  act  of  2d  March,  1838,  f^OtOOO." 

2fr.  SrxsETT  excepted  to  the  amendment,  on 
the  gronndr  of  ita  r^ectiiu  a  provision  to  cany 
into  effect  a  Talid  and  binding  contract 

ICr.  FniLLiFB  prodneed  the  oontnot  made  by 
ICr.  Secretary  IjTingston  with  Clarke  and 
Force,  and  a  letter  addressed  by  them  to 
Secretary  Ycm[j^\  whidi  were  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

The  debate  was  continned  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
of  Soath  Carolina,  and  2Cr.  Cilucbxbs,  of  Fenn" 
sylvania,  in  favor  of  tiie  dense,  and  by  ttr. 
Oatk  Joukson  against  it. 

Mr.  Oakteb  snbmitted  an  amendment  to  the 
clause  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  notify 
Clarke  and  Force  to  disoontinne  the  s^d  work, 
and  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  of  damages 
tiiat  would  be  inooned  by  resdnding  the  con- 
tract, and  to  report  the  same  to  Oongress  at 
the  next  session. 

Ur.  Sfbiobt  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  amendment,  and  to  permit  the 
^esdon  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment  ^  the 
ennmittee  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Adam  spoke  in  iaTor  of  the  i^ropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  said  all  the  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee  appear  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  holding  the  House  to  the 
strict  letter  of  the  contract  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr. 
livingatoii,)  with  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 
They  maintrin  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  is 
toTdved  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  constmction 
DOW  pnt  upon  that  contract  I  am  in  &ror, 
said  Mr,  S.,  of  looking  into  the  letter  of  it, 
bnt  de«re  that  the  spirit  also  of  the  instroment, 
bj  which  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  sud  to  be 
thus  deeply  pledged,  may  also  be  examined.  I 
tbinkj  sir,  that  it  will  be  foand,  upon  critical : 
examination,  that  there  Is  evidence  enough  in 
the  documents  connected  with  this  contract, 
that  no  injustice  will  be  done  to  Messrs.  Clarke 
and  Force  by  striking  out  the  appropriation  of 
$20,000  now  under  consideration,  and  that  the 
honor  of  the  nation  will  he  in  no  degree  vio- 
htod  by  f<^wing  ont  hereafter  tiie  course  in- 
ueated  by  the  reflation  of  the  Honae  adopted 
tUi  mondi^^^^ming  Oie  wh<de  salfject 


[H.  or  B. 

these  books  to  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and 
Means  for  final  investigation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has 
remarked  that  this  contract,  if  not  a  frand  In  its 
inception  opon  the  Congress  of  1888,  is,  in  the 
shape  which  it  is  now  made  to  assume,  a  great 
impodtim  upon  this  Honse,  and  that  the  House 
is  not  bound  to  snstadn  it  I  am,  nr,  also  (tf  this 
opinion,  and  I  Aink  there  is  evidence  to  snb- 
stantiate  this  opinion  to  the  satis&ctaon  of  any 
impartial  Jury  of  twelve  men  that  might  be  em- 
p^nnelied  in  any  part  of  the  coontiy.  Let  me 
mvite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  fbaV 
ures  of  the  contract,  to  show  that  it  was  not 
contemplated  either  by  Clarke  and  Force,  or 
by  the  Congress  of  1888,  to  be  of  the  character 
and  maffnitude  now  represented  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Massadrasetts,  (Mr.  Adahs,} 
and  by  other  gendemen  who  preceded  him  on 
the  same  side. 

By  turning  to  the  contract  of  Clarke  and 
Force  with  Mr.  livingston,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  I  find  the  fidlowing  language  made  nse 
of^  descriptive  of  the  work  tbra  oontemplated : 

"  The  said  Edward  LiTiogstoo,  ic,  doth  hereby 
authorize  and  direct  the  said  CSarke  and  Force, 
jt^Uy  and  sevenOy,  to  prepare  and  publish  fifteen 
oondred  copies  of  sidd  *  Docnmentary  History  of 
the  iCmerican  Revolution,'  according  to  the  plan 
laid  down  in  their  memorial  and  aocompanyinr 
documents  presented  to  Congress,  and  upon  wnion 
said  act  has  been  passed." 

Kow,  torn  to  the  memorial  here  alluded  to, 
for  **  the  ^an  "  of  the  work.  That  memorial, 
the  oripnal  proposition  of  GarSe  and  Force, 
reads  thos,  in  pwt : 

"The  memorial  <^  the  subscribers  respectAilly 
represents,  that  as  earlv  as  the  11th  day  <^  Sx^j, 
1778,  the  memorial  of  Ebenezer  Hazard  was  pre- 
■ented  to  Congress,  calling  their  attention  to  the 
importance  of  'a  Collection  of  American  State 
Fftpen,*  On  the  20th  of  the  same  raontb»  certain 
resuutions  irere  passed,  approring  of  the  object 
and  granting  Such  patronage  and  &cilities  as  Iw 
desired.   (See  copies  herewith,  A.") 

"  Shortly  after  Hr.  Hazard  vas  appointed  Post- 
master General,  two  volumes  were  published  by 
him ;  bnt  the  object  of  Congress  was  not  attalneni^ 
inasmuch  as  not  a  ^gle  document  relating  *  to  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  present  war  with  Qreat 
Britain,*  referred  to  by  the  conuaittee,  was  pob- 
Hshed  by  Um.  He  gave  up  the  work  in  conse- 
quence of  his  other  enngements ;  and  no  one  has 
smce  ventored  to  eom{Mate  it. 

"  Tour  memorialists  present  themselves  to  Con- 
gress, willing  and  partially  prepued  to  undertake 
this  interesting  and  laborious  collection,"  Ac. 

Such  is  the  language  that  is  descriptive  of  the 
work  to  which  the  Congress  of  1888  was  in- 
duced to  extend  its  patronage,  by  the  act  of 
March  8d,  of  that  year.  And  such  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  to  which  that  act  has  reference, 
and  upon  which  it  was  based.  It  was,  snl>stan- 
tiolly,  to  aid  in  the  particular  w<a-k  which 
Hai^  had  prtnected  and  commenced,  and 
in  none  other.   What  evidence  have  we  farther 
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of  the  character  of  Hazard's  plan,  and  of  the 
magnitude  of  it  f  Wh7,  Bir,  evidence 
on  this  point,  which  cannot  bnt  he  of  the  most 
Batisfaotory  character ;  evidence  hy  which  wo 
can  accurately  judge  of  the  view  entertained 
by  the  Congress  of  1833  tipon  this  saI:!ieot.  We 
have  the  resolntiona  of  the  Congresa  of  1778, 
respectang  Hazard's  proposed  work ;  and  these 
resolutions  are  referred  to  hy  Clarke  and  Force 
in  their  contract  with  Ur.  Livingston,  and  con- 
stitute a  port  of  their  memorial  to  the  Congress 
of  183S,  for  the  pmpose  of  describing  "the 
I^an  "  of  their  work.  One  of  these  resolutions 
o£  1778  i*eada  thus,  after  setting  forth  *'  that  Mr. 
^uard  must  neoessaxUy  be  put  to  expense  of 
TBrioOB  kinds  in  procuring  the  eztennve  oollec- 
tion  of  materials  he  proposes  to  make : " 

"JUtolvedt  That  to  enable  Hr.  Hazard  to  stuitain 
such  expense,  one  thoosand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
bim  upon  account,  rctunis  being  made  to  Congress 
of  his  expenses  in  this  business." 

Such,  sir,  is  the  indication  furnished  in  tho 
papers  of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force,  the  memori- 
aUsta,  of  the  views  enterhuned  by  the  Congress 
of  1778  relative  to  Mr.  Hazard's  work,  wnich 
these  memorialists  described  to  the  Congress 
of  1888  as  the  plan  of  their  work ;  they  having 
transferred  the  title  of  Hazard's  work,  Cot- 
betum  Ammiean  State  JPapert^^  into  the 
titJe  at'^A  Doeumantary  Sutory  Ameri- 
can SmoluUon."  Will  it  he  pretended,  sir, 
hereafter,  np<m  this  floor,  that  the  Congress  of 
1778  contemplated,  in  Mr.  Hazard 's  work,  an 
enterprise  to  be  compared  in  any  thing  with 
the  work  now  attempted  to  he  imposed  upon 
Congress  under  Clarke  and  Force's  contract? 
It  has  been  demonstrated  that  this  latter  work 
is  to  cost  fh>m  four  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
to  half  a  million  of  dollars,  as  the  least  estimate. 
And  will  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  AsAiis,)  or  any  other  gentleman,  reflect  so 
severely  upon  the  Congress  of  1778  as  to  charge 
them  with  having  in  view  a  work  of  this  mug- : 
nitode,  or  any  ^Ing  like  it,  when  they  con- 
tributed the  trifiinc,  'pidfnl  aom,  in  comparison, 
of  (me  thousand  dollars,  to  aid  Hazard  in  bis 
work  I  Bir,  we  are  told  by  these  memmalists 
themselTee,  Mewra.  Clarke  and  Force,  that  to 
Hazard's  work,  whatever  it  was — and  it  is  al- 
Inded  to  by  them  as  giving  the  outline  of  their 
own  plan— that  the  Congress  of  1778  granted 
to  Hazard  "  snch  patronage  and  facilities  as  he 
desired."  Tliis  is  their  own  language,  and 
their  own  showing ;  for  I  do  not  go  out  of  the 
case  they  have  given  in  th^  original  docu- 
ments, presented  to  the  Congress  of  1838,  fur 
my  proofs  that  .tiie  contract  which  they  now 
cltum  to  have  made  is  not  the  ctmtract,  and 
their  present  woi^  Is  not  the  work,  had  in 
view  mbm  by  themselTeB  or  the  Congress  of 
1838.  Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  they  belicvo 
that  Hazard,  Lad  he  m  contemplation  an  enter- 
prise involving  an  expense  of  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  at  the  lowest  estimate, 
would  have  desired,  "  patnmage  and  fiacilitiea  " 


[Aran,  1886. 

of  Congress  to  the  amount  of  only  one  tiion- 
sand  dculars,  inasmuch  as  they  were  wilUng  to 
grant  all  that  hedenredf  Bir,  I maintidn  ttiat 
here  is  proof  enough  to  insare  tiie  verdict  of  any 
jury  in  the  country,  that  neither  Hazard,  nor 
the  Ccmgrees  of  1776,  mx  the  Congress  of  1883^ 
for  an  instant  concaved  of  anoh  a  etapendona 
enterprise  as  is  now  set  up  under  the  contract 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  which  has  been  read,  nor 
do  I  believe  that  the  memorialists  themselves 
contemplated  one  of  such  magnitude  at  that 
time.  I  believe,  sir,  that  here  is  evidence  in 
ahimdance,  in  their  reference  to  Hazard's  plan, 
08  a  description  substantially  of  their  own  plan, 
and  in  tlie  character  of  the  resolutiou  of  1778 
respecting  Hazard's  plan,  to  sustidn  the  pontioos 
taken  by  the  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, that  Congress  has  bem  outrageously 
imposed  upon  mider  this  Clarke  and*FoTce  con- 
tract, and  that  Congress  is  not  bound  now,  io 
neither  honor  nor  equity,  to  fulfil  the  construc- 
tion now  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it.  Bir,  we 
ought  to  stop,  before  contributing  an  additional 
sum  of  $20,000  to  the  sum  of  ^0,000  already 
appropriated,  until  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  subject  has  been  made  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  under  tiie  resolution  of 
the  same  honor^le  gentleman,  adopted  on  this 
morning  by  the  House. 

We  are  told,  further,  by  these  memorialists, 
that  Mr.  Hazard  pursued  his  plan  through  two 
volmnea,  and  then  abandoned  it.  Why  did  he 
abandon  it  I  Because  the  magnitude  of  the 
enterprise  was  too  great  for  his  means,  and  be- 
cause Congress  revised  to  aid  bim  sufficiently 
in  comparison  to  bis  enterprise  I  No  bo(^ 
thing.  Congress  contributed  one  thousand 
dollars  towards  it  It  does  not  appear  that 
more  was  needed.  But  he  abandoned  it ;  we 
are  told  "  he  gave  up  the  work  in  consequenoe 
of  his  other  engagements,  and  no  one  has  since 
ventured  to  complete  it."  Snch  is  the  history 
of  the  work  he  planned,  and  such  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  presented  to  the  Congress  of  1883, 
to  induce  them  to  pass  the  act  under  which  the 
present  oiionnoas  claim  of  Clarke  and  Force  is 
set  up. 


U<nn>AT,  April  IB. 

GeMral  Appropriation  JBill—2>oeumentmy 
EUtory. 

The  House  resumed  t^e  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  f6r  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  the 

year  1886. 

The  bill  had  been  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  tiie  question  immediately 
pendmg  was  on  concurring  with  tlie  amend- 
ment of  t^e  committee  to  strike  out  the  fcdlow- 
ing  clause :  "  For  the  Documentary  Histoiy  of 
tiie  American  Bevolution,  per  act  of  2a  of 
Mardi,  1838,  $20,000 ;  "  and 

Mr.  Caktek  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by 
directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  notiQr  Clarke 
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and  Force  to  disoontinne  the  said  work,  and  to 
ascertain  probable  amoont  of  damages  that 
wonld  be  Incnrred  hj  rescinding  the  oontract, 
and  to  r^rt  the  same  to  Ooogress  at  the  next 
Geseion. 

Mr.  PusoB,  of  Bhode  Island,  addressed  the 
HoDse  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  in  favor  of  rett^nlng  the  clanse, 
Mcssn,  Taitdebpobl,  Giabcook,  Thompson  of 
Soath  OaroHna,  Toucbt,  Ohiubbbs  of  Penn- 
sjlvani^  Etsbkt  and  Adahb,  followed  on  the 
some  side. 

Hr.  Habihn  and  Mr.  Ebtobib  spoke  in  op- 
position. 

The  question  recurred  on  ooncnrring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  report, 
being  to  strike  oat  the  clause ;  and  it  was  fur- 
ther debated  bj  illr.  Fatton  of  South  Oarolina, 
Hr.  Oavm  JoHKBOir,  and  2ir,  Touobt, 

The  question  was  then  token  on  concnrrlng 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  it  woa 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  85,  n&ya  98. 


TcESDAT,  April  19. 

Dtpoait  Baiih. 

Bj  general  consent,  the  House  prooeeded  to 
consider  the  following  resolution,  heretofore 
submitted  bj  Mr.  DfiOHOOOU. 

Stsolv^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamiry  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  tliia  House  full  iufor- 
matioD  of  the  mode  and  manner  of  selecting  banks 
in  the  Beveral  States  or  Territories  fur  the  depodt 
of  the  pab&e  money  of  the  United  States;  of  all 
eontraetfl^  agreemttats,  or  stipulations,  entered  into 
with  said  banks  for  the  safe  keeping  of  add  moneys ; 
diat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also  state  wliat 
■genta  bsTo  been  emidoyed,  the  nature  and  extent 
<H  their  agency,  and  the  compensation  which  soch 
ageids  have  receired  in  any  way  ftan  the  Govern- 
Bent  of  die  United  Stotea;  and  that  be  also  state 
what  officers  or  agents  on  the  part  of  sud  banks 
have  in  any  way  participated  or  been  Instrumental 
in  the  formation  of  any  soch  contracts^  agreement, 
or  stipulations,  cooceming  the  deposit  and  safe 
keeping  of  s^d  moneys  in  said  basks. 

The  qnflstioa  bdng  on  the  modon  of  Mr. 
TiSB  to  amend  the  resolntioa  l^strikiDg  ont  all 
after  the  word  "  BeBolvad,"  and  inserting  the 
following : 

That  a  select  committee  he  appcdnted,  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papen,  to  inquire  into  the 
node  or  agency  of  selecting  the  banks  of  deposit 
for  the  ^ilic  money ;  the  ctnitiacts  with  the 
Treasoiy  Department,  by  whieh  they  are  regulated ; 
the  manner  in  whieb,  and  the  persons  by  whom, 
mcb  contracts  ore  or  have  been  made ;  Into  all 
correspondence  whatsoever  touchicg  contracts  for 
the  deposit  of  the  public  money  ;  and  into  all 
connection  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial,  which 
exists,  or  has  existed,  between  any  person  or  per- 
sons  and  the  Treasury  Department,  or  between 
them  and  the  deporit  banks,  or  any  Individuals  or 
banks,  tOQchuig  the  custody  and  the  control  and 
dqosH  of  the  public  money ;  or  between  any  de> 
partaeBt  d  the  Emntive,  and  any  in^ridnal  or 
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individuala  or  l}ank8,  tonehing  the  disbursements  of 
the  poUio  money,  qifwopriued  or  nn^propriated 
by  law ;  and  into  the  amount  of  eompensMon  <tf 

any  or  all  agents  whatsoever,  official  or  unofficial, 
connected  with  the  said  Department  or  said  banks, 
touclilnK  the  disbursement,  safe  keeping,  or  de- 
posit, of  the  public  money }  and  that  said  com- 
mittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WiSB  resumed  and  condoded  his  re- 
marks in  support  of  his  motion, 

When  Mr.  Wise  had  oonclnded,  Mr.  Pktton 
and  Hr.  Dbohooole  both  risinff  neariy  at  the 
same  time,  the  Spsaksr  gave  the  floor  to  Kt. 
Fettoit,  who  addressed  the  House. 

Hr.  DsoMoooLB  replied  at  length  to  the  gen- 
tlemffli  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  (U^ns. 
WisB  and  Pbtxoh.)  ezpreBsed  his  soipTise 
at  tiie  opporition  this  resolution  had  met  witli, 
as  it  was  a  mere  ordinary  resolution  of  inqiyry, 
such  as  were  almost  daily  presented,  and 
agreed  to  without  a  question.  The  queeticHt 
was  this :  was  the  information  called  for  in  it 
desirable  to  bo  placed  in  the  possession  of  the 
House  ?  He  maintained- that  it  was  absolutely 
essential  for  the  action  of  the  House  upon  the 
bill  r^ulating  the  public  deposits.  Mr.  D. 
then  contended  that  the  information  called  for 
was  full  and  ample ;  but  that,  if  the  response 
tnrned  out  to  be  tms^isfactory,  his  ooUeagoe 
might  then  extend  the  inquiry.  He  denied 
most  unequivocally,  in  reply  to  his  colleague, 
tliot  the  effect  of  this  resolution  would  be  to 
smother  inquiry  or  to  suppress  the  truth;  and 
he  repelled  the  idea  that  he  had  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  drani^ting  the 
resolution ;  but  he  was  unwilllDg  to  condema 
him,  or  any  other  officer,  unheara,  or  without 
investigation.  Again :  he  was  not  disposed  to 
go  into  t^e  private  inquiry  embraced  In  the 
amendment,  of  his  coUe^ue.  He  could  not 
consent  that  a  resolution  asking  for  informar 
tion  trom  the  head  of  a  Department  should  be 
supplanted  by  the  appointment  of  an  inquisi- 
torial committee;  foouded,  too,  upon  the  as- 
sumption of  gtult  on  the  port  of  that  officer, 
lb  would  be  prq^odg^ng  the  case,  and  no  good 
oonld  result  from  it.  But  Mr.  D.'s  rescdution 
in  no  w«y  embarrasaed  tiie  propooUimi  of  his 
colleagne,  and  tlw  gentleman  soight  continue 
to  nrge  it  as  a  distittot  propoa3ti<»,  either 
before  or  after  obbdning  the  required  informa- 
tion. Mr.  D.  dwelt  at  lengtn  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  concluded  by  hopmg  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  submitted  would  be  adopted ;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  practicable,  they  wonld  act  on 
the  bill  regolatinz  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money  in  certain  local  banks ;  to  do  which  the 
information  colled  for  by  this  reeolntion  was 
essentially  necessary. 

Hr.  Pbttoh,  rose  merely  to  add  a  few  words, 
by  way  of  making  hinuelf  perfectly  under- 
stood by  the  gentleman  from  Tirg^nia,  (Ur. 
DnoHQooix.)  He  would  regret  that  the  honor- 
able gentieman  should  leave  his  seat  under  the 
impression  that  he  bad  cast  the  sU^est  shade 
of  impat^tm  on  his  motives.  For,  very  fer. 
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trom  it,  Mr,  Speaker.  Nothing  ooold  be  more 
oonolnave  as  to  the  confiding  innooenoy  with 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  acted  than 
the  resolation  which  De  has  submitted  on  this 
subject,  by  which  he,  in  effect,  .says  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  "If  yon  have 
recorded  your  orinies,  if  70a  have  enrolled 
your  infamy,  in  the  Dej^&rtments,  do  send  it 
to  us,  if  yon  please."  This  is  the  ext«it  of  his 
inqnUy;  no  more.  Why,  the  gentleman 
la  not  Mily  honest  himself,  but  thinks  all  other 
men  equally  honest;  and  I  must  think  the 
gentleman  considera  them  a  little  silly  into  the 
Sai^ain,  to  expect  confidenUy,  as  he  surely  does, 
that  Qiey  would  record  any  thing  leading  to  their 
own  crimination,or  communicate  it,  from  h(mor, 
if  they  had  done  so.  To  the  same  cause — the 
same  unsuspecting  simplicity  of  mind— must 
be  attributed  the  &tal  motions  which  he  made 
with  regard  to  the  exeoutive  patronage  bill, 
and  that  for  the  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tioQ  in  relation  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Yioe  Ftesident  Ur.  Speaker,  I  am  grieved 
thus  to  see  an  honest,  credulous,  oonAding 
man,  unversed  in  the  ways  of  this  wicked 
world,  thrown  into  this  House  and  this  party, 
to  be  used,  innocenOy  and  isnoraDtly  tised, 
for  snch  porposes.  Bat,  sir,  if  any  thing  is 
wanting  to  establish  the  gentleman's  claim  to 
fall  and  complete  innocency  in  thia  whole 
transaction,  it  may  be  found  in  the  fEtct  that 
he  attributed  to  me  a  disposition  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  reffulating  the  deposits,  when  it  is  noto- 
rious that  I  offered  a  resolution  fixing  a  day  cer- 
tain for  the  consideration  of  that  bill.  I  have 
moved  it — made  a  breakfast  spell  of  it — every 
morning  for  six  weeks  I  No,  not  every  morning ; 
aboat,  upon  an  average,  every  other  morning ;  aa 
often  as  my  modesty  (for  I  have  a  great  regard 
for  modesty)  would  allow.  Whereas  the  gentle- 
man end  his  Mends,  "the  party,"  have  voted 
evny  mondng  against  fixing  any  day ;  for,  sir, 
I  was  willing;  that  they  should  name  the  day 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  regulating  the 
deposits.  Yes,  sir,  tliese  are  the  facts;  and 
yet  that  gentleman  honestly  and  innocently 
believes  uiat  I,  and  not  he  and  his  friends, 
have  been  endeavoring  to  thwart  that  measure. 
This  is  a  case,  a  plain  case,  as  much  so  as  that 
of  the  Indian.  His  companion  had  been  shot, 
climbing  a  tree,  by  a  white  man.  They  had 
an  investigatjoa  of  the  matter,  and  the  Indian 
asked  the  white  man  "  why  he  shot  his  friend." 
"I  took  him  for  a  bear,"  was  the  reply.  Says 
the  Indian,  with  ft  stem,  inquiring  look, 
"  White  nuut  shoot  an  Indian  up  a  tree,  with 
red  leg^soi,  foral}ear?"  "Ym."  "Well, 
I'm  done."   I  am  done,  sir. 

Mr.  OAUBKLDCa  called  feet  the  oMera  of  the 
day. 


[Apru^  1886. 

Thubsdat,  AprU  21. 

General  Appropriation  Bill. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  ^proprl- 
ations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Governments  for  the  year  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  final  pasaage  of 
the  bilL 

Ur.  Hksau  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  CSommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  instmctions  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priations for  tiie  custom-house  at  New  York 
from  $300,000  to  $100,000,  and  providing  that 
the  total  cost  should  not  exceed  $500,000; 
and,  also,  to  add  another  section  to  the  bill, 
enacting  that,  oat  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  ptiblio  lands  received  in  the  years 
1832,  1883,  1884,  and  1836,  there  be  appro- 
priated the  sum  of  $23,861,972,  for  the  com- 
mon use  and  benefit  of  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  federal  or  representative 
nnmbera,  and  to  he  paid,  in  foor  equal  quar- 
terly instalmenta,  to  the  treasurer  or  other 
proper  officer  of  each  State,  napeetively ;  the 
first  instalment  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  July 
next,,  and  the  others  on  the  Ist  of  October, 
January,  and  April,  following ;  with  a  provi»- 
ion  that  each  of  the  seven  new  States  should 
receive  10  per  cent,  in  addition  to  their  allot- 
ment. 

Hf.  CAMBBELENa  remarked  that  he  was  as 
anxious  as  any  gentleman  to  discuss  this  whole 
snbject;  but  he  hoped  the  appropriation  bill 
would  not  be  d^yed  by  a  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject which  would  occupy  weeks,  or  perhaps 
months.  He  would  suggest,  however,  that 
when  the .  army  bill  came  up,  it  would  pre- 
sent an  oppOTtonity  to  bring  up  the  whole  snU 
ject. 

Ur.  Ueboeb  inquired  what  posrible  onmeo- 
tlon  had  his  proposition  with  ai^fropiiatlcmB 
for  the  army  f 

Ur.  Oambreleno  replied  by  referring  to  the 
proposed  appropriations  for  the  public  defences 
of  the  country,  which  would  open  the  whole 
discussion  on  the  surplus  revenue.  He  would 
merely  remark  that  there  was  every  probability 
that  in  1888,  '39,  and  '40,  the  pnbUo  revenue 
would  not  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  expenses  ot 
the  Government. 

Hr.  Fbbnoh  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
distributing  among  the  States  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  surplus  money  aiinng  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands.  His  cooatitaratB  were  in* 
telligent  and  potriotio,  and  knew  as  well  aa  he 
Hi  that  the  Congress  was  under  paramonnt 
obligotionB,  first  to  apply  to  all  national  objects 
as  much  of  the  puDlio  i°oii^  as  the  public 
interest  and  service  required.  That  being  done, 
the  balance  of  tlie  nett  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  remained  to  be  disposed  of  by  Congress. 
He  held  himself  incapable  of  deceiving  his  con- 
stituents; and  every  pledge  made  should  be. 
on  his  part,  honestly  redeemed.  They  would 
not  eiqttct,  however,  much  less  require  of 
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him,  in  the  disoharge  of  his  duties  her^  to 
depart  from  the  established  usages  of  legiala- 
titm,  and  jeopard  the  passage  of  the  hill  under 
cooaideratioD,  hj  an  amendment  which,  if 
added  to  the  bill,  might  and  probably  would 
defeat  it. 

He  could  not  eoncor  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  la  inooroortting  in  this  MU  tiie 
amendment  proposed 

ICr.  Spetobt  aaid  he  eonld  not  say,  as  his 
IHend  fhnn  Eentacl^  (Mr.  Fbbetoh)  had  said, 
that  if  this  proposition  were  to  come  forward  in 
a  proper  manner  he  would  vote  for  it ;  for  Ur. 
S.  eould  not  vote  for  it  in  any  form,  much  less 
oonld  he  ^  BO  when  it  was  attadied  to  the 
dvil  list  bill,  which,  if  passed  with  Buch  an 
amendment,  as  eTeiy  gentleman  knew,  would 
Jeopard  its  passage.  Ur.  S.  said  he  looked 
upon  the  principle  oont^ned  in  the  proposition 
as  one  of  the  most  obnozioas  ever  presented 
to  the  American  Congress;  and,  as  it  was  a 
subject  which  had  somewhat  agitated  the 
pablio  mind  in  his  State,  be  shooCl  when  it 
oame  up  in  doe  form,  ask  pernusslon  of 
the  Hoioe  to  (^ve  his  views  on  it.  For  the 
present  be  fiirbore,  becaose  he  deemed  it  im- 
proper; and  he  therefore  demanded  the  pre- 
vious qnestioQ. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
88jnoe8  64. 

The  Ohais  remarked,  that  if  the  House 
ordered  the  main  question  to  be  pat,  it  would 
be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Ur.  Mebobb.  If  the  Chair  bo  decide,  I  appeal 
from  the  decision.  I  contend  that  the  main 
question  will  be  on  the  commitment  (tf  the 
bill 

TUm  Ohaib  stated  the  question,  lliebillhad 
been  read  the  titdrd  time,  and  tlie  question  was 
en  its  passage,  ^e  gentleman  from  Yi^nia 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  witb  oertun  inunc- 
tions. The  previoQs  qoestion  was  moved  and 
seconded;  and  there  could  be  but  one  mam 
qoestion,  and  that  would  be  on  the  passage  of 
ttie  bill.  The  previous  question  out  off  all 
amendment,  all  debate.  The  only  motions 
which  could  be  entertuned  a^r  the  previous 
question  was  ordered,  was  to  a^oum,  or  to 
lay  on  the  table.  The  rule  and  the  practice  of 
the  Honse  were  plain  and  explicit  on  this  point. 

Mr.  WiLLiAKs,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  previous  question ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were : 

Tua — ^Hems.  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Bean,  Boon, 
BooliUn,  Boree,  Boyd,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bnrna,  Ciuii- 
bnlct^,  CaiT,  Casey,  Chaney,  Ch^noan,  Chapin,  John 
F.  H.  daibcntie,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor, 
Cnmer,  Cudunan,  Dickeraon,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Fur&eld,  Fariia,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  WilliatD  E. 
FUlo-,  James  OarUnd,  Oillet,  Glaacock,  Grantland, 
Haley,  Hamer,  Hazmegan,  Samuel  S.  ^rrison,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Haynea,  Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
In^Mtn,  Jabes  Jacbon,  Jarris,  Joseph  JohnsOD,  R. 
M.  Jdmson,  Cave  Jofanaoo,  John  W.  Jones,  Benja- 
Bdn  Jones,  Jiodson,  KenniHt,IUlgore,  Kimiard,  KUng- 
CBBButh,  tanstng,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 


Leonard,  IioyaU,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Al^ah  Mann,  Job 
Hum,  Martin,  J<^  T.  Hason,  WiUiam  Xaaon,  Hoses 
Hason,  Hay,  UcKecHi,  HcKim,  HcLene,  HoatameiT, 
Ho^;an,  O^ena  Page,  Fuks,  Aittenon,  ranUm 
Pearoe,  Dotee  J.  Feaiee,  Fet^grew,  Ridps,  John 
Reyndds,  Upley,  Roane,  Seymonr,  Shields,  Shinn, 
acUes,  ^th,  Speight,  Standefer,  Sutherland.  Thom- 
as, Jolm  niomaon,  Touoey,  Towna,  Tumll,  Tander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webstei^lOS. 

N ATS.— Heasrs.  A^ilamft  Chilton  AlUn^  Heman  Al- 
len, Bailey,  BeU,  Bond,  3o\m.  Oalboon,  WUUam  B.  Pal- 
houn,  Campbell,  Oeorgo  Chambers,  Gfailda,  Natbanld 
H.  Claiborne,  d\aA^  Ckmrin,  Crane,  Daitington,  Be- 
berry,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Fhilo  G.  Fulfer  Gran* 
fl«r,  Grayson,  GriflBo,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardhi, 
HaiUn,  Harper,  Hazdtine,  Heister,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Hunt,  Inzenoll,  William  Jackscm,  Janes,  Jenifte, 
Henry  Jonnson,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lake  Lea, 
Lewia,Uncohi,  Love,  BamsonHaaon,  Maury,  HcGai^, 
HcCoinaB,  KoEay,  McKeapaa,  Mercer,  ICIIigaa, 
HoniL  James  A.  Feareo,  Peyton,  niiUIps,  Potts, 
Reed,  Bcnc^,  Bobertson,  RiukII,  WiUiam  E  %ep- 
ard,  Angustine  H.  ^epperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Bpangler, 
Stwer,  Taliaferro^  Waddy  nKmprai,  Undenrood, 
Vinton,  Wuhington,  WhitOesciy,  Leiris  Wliliama— 
76. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main 
question  be  now  put,  which  tiie  Ohaib  stated 
would  be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hjcbckb  then  api>ealed  from  the  decirion 
of  the  Chur,  and  contended  that  the  main 
question  was  on  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

ICr.  SpmoHT  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Hrbobb,  and  in  favor  of  the  de^on  of 
the  Ohair. 

Ur.  UnOEB  dien  withdrew  hls^fpeal,  statiiw 
that  he  was  satisfied  he  vaa  cwreot  in  his 
views  on  this  subject. 

The  Ull  was  thai  passed 


HosDAX^  April  26. 
Proceed*  o/  the  PvMie  Land*. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Kentucky  L^slature, 
in  &vor  of  a  disbibution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Bales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  ctf  Ur. 
WiuuvB,  of  Kentool^^  refer  tiie  resolntions 
to-  the  Oommittee  of  'Wm  and  Ksans,  with 
instmotions  to  report  a  bUl  for  the  distribntion 
of  the  prooeeds  aforesiM  amcmg  the  several 
States,  for  purposes  of  intmial  improvements 
and  education. 

Mr.  Hawks  addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  departed  from  the  Bub< 
Jeot  of  the  resolutions,  in  order  to  answer 
other  genUemen;  and  I  shall  now  t»j  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  them.  The  one  propoai 
tion  is  to  divide  the  proceeds  <^  the  public 
lands  among  tiie  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
education  and  internal  improvement ;  and  the 
other,  which  stands  in  opporation,  is  the  pro- 
ject of  the  able  and  inde&tigable  reipresentar 
uve  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Oasbt,)  who  is  ever 
attentive  to  the  'trust  reposed  m  him  by  his 
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otnutitaents,  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  lands, 
and  thus  open  a  door  to  their  actual  settlement 
by  the  haroj  yeomanry  of  the  land.  Believ- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  the  first  proposition  will 
prostrate  the  interests  of  the  West,  malce  that 
portion  of  the  Union  tributary  and  subservient 
to  the  Eastern  and  Boathern  States,  and  para- 
lyze the  arm  of  exertion  and  indnstryt  without 
oorreipondinff  benefits,  I  am  foroed  to  vote 
against  it  lam  a  W^em  man.  I  represent 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  that  oonnt^,  and 
(though  there  are  do  public  lands  in  Kentucky) 
I  cannot  be  instrumratal  in  prostrating  the  in- 
terests of  our  sister  States ;  to  bind,  manade, 
sell,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  balanoe  of 
the  Union.  Let  the  other  States  hat  once 
revel  in  the  spoils  wrested  from  the  West 
and  where  is  the  remedy  in  case  we  sbould 
wish  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  pnblic  lands  ? 
Shalt  we  act  on  the  principles  of  the  monarchies 
of  Europe,  "keep  lazBe  forests  and  hunting- 
grounds,  to  be  the  wode  d  beasts  of  prey? 
or  shall  we,  for  a  small  condderatlon,  open 
them  to  the  actnd  oooupation  of  the  honest 
farmer  and  his  f^ily  ? 

Thia  is  the  true  question  to  be  decided ;  and, 
for  myself,  I  would  prefer  to  see  the  land  occu- 
pied by  a  prosperous  and  industrious  popula- 
tion, snrroondM  by  peace,  plenty,  and  happi- 
ness, with  the  glorious  privilege  to  say  this 
is  my  own,  and  no  one  can  wrest  it  from  me, 
than  draw  from  them  and  their  little  ones 
their  hard-earned  dollars,  to  be  lavished  in 
n'ild  and  reckless  profusdon  among  the  States 
of  this  oonfbderacy.  The  people  should  never 
be  taxed  to  a  greater  amonnt  thaa  Is  actuaUy 
necessary  for  an  economical  Government;  and 
whenever  the  receipts  exceed  the  expenditmres, 
the  burdens  ought  to  be  removed  to  that  extent. 
I  will  not,  by  any  vote  of  mine,  a^  the  people 
to  look  up  to  the  (reneral  Government  as 
superior  to  themselves ;  or,  in  other  words,  I 
will  not  recognize  the  dfum  of  the  Government 
to  oollect-more  fh}m  the  people  than  is  actually 
necessary  for  authorized  and  constitutional 
pnrp<»e8.  I  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  say  to  the  States  what  they  diall  and 
what  they  shall  not  do  with  the  dividends. 
They  shall  not  say  to  ns — do  this,  and  do  that ; 
spend  this  amonnt  in  internal  improvement, 
and  that  in  education.  Sir,  this  education  is 
another  scheme  of  the  aristocracy  to  appro- 
priate the  vhde  to  thehr  own  ben^t  The 
schools  will  be  established  in  the  towns  alone, 
and  no  provision  made  for  the  country ;  and 
hence  die  great  body  of  the  people  will  re- 
ceive no  benefit,  while  the  wealthiest  portion 
of  the  community  reap  the  whole.  I  need 
dwell  no  longer  on  this  subject,  for  the  weakest 
mind  can  discover  its  operation  at  the  first 
glance,  and  that  operation  will  be  to  make  the 
rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer;  to  throw 
abundance  into  the  lap  of  wealth,  and  take 
awfqr  the  hard-earned  and  scanty  subaist- 
enoe  of  poverty ;  the  amount  <^  all  whidi  is, 
thattho  maiqr  beoconfl  depootdent  on  the  few, 
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and  thus  destroys  equality  of  rights  and  inivi- 
leges,  and  drives  liberty  Arom  our  happy  and 
prosperous  land.  Hr.  Speaker,  here  is  the  last 
foothold  and  reeting-plaoe  of  liberty  in  tiiis 
world;  it  is  the  only  land  where  men  e^Joy 
rights  and  jnivilfigea  on  eqnaUty;  It  is  the 
home  of  the  opprosed  of  ul  nsomia,  dtmes, 
and  6oantrieB ;  and,  for  myself  I  will  not  tia 
in  the  aabTMwm  of  this  ^mona  fabric,  so 
nobly  sustained  by  our  anoestors,  and  so  gener- 
ously handed  down  to  us  for  preservation. 


FsmAT,  April  29. 

The  Hon.  Thokab  T.  Whittlesr,  of  Con- 
necticut, elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Zaueon 
WiLDMAir,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 


TtxsDAT,  May  8. 
DeatkufJfr,  JBi^ard  J.  Maiminff. 

Kr.  PmosmT  rose  and  addressed  .the  Honse 
to  the  following  efieot : 

Hr.  Speaker:  Often  as  Death  has  already 
been  amongst  ns  this  session,  he  has  again  entered 
within  these  walls,  and  taken  another,  and  one 
of  the  most  excellent  members  of  this  honor- 
able body.  Tes,  sir.  Death  has  again  been 
amongst  ns ;  and  it  is  in  conseqnenoe  of  ono 
of  those  sudden  and  awful  dispensations  of 
Divine  Providence,  to  which,  however  p^nAilly 
we  may  feel  them,  it  is  oar  duty  to  submit, 
that  I  now  rise  to  announce  to  this  Honae  the 
decease  of  my  1^  honored  and  lamented  ecd- 
leagne,  Biohabd  J.  "Hkntsasa.  He  left  this  dtr 
on  Tnday  last,  oa  a-  visit  to  Philadelphia,  and 
died,  as  I  am  Informed,  at  that  place,  on  Sun- 
day evening,  of  a  hemorrhage,  produced  by  the 
rupture  of  a  blood  vessel  in  his  lungs.  Surely, 
if  ever  tbM«  was  an  event  which  could  teacli 
us  "what  poor  sliadows  we  are,  and  what 
shadows  we  pursne,"  this  is  one  which  should 
impress  that  lesson  deeply  on  our  minds.  But 
a  few  days  ago  he  was  here,  in  his  place  upon 
this  fioor,  in  the  pride  of  intellect  and  vigor  of 
manhood,  mingling  freely  with  his  fellow-mem- 
bers, partaking  the  cares  and  hwors  of  lens- 
l^on,  and  discharging  the  high  duties  or  a 
representatiTe  d  ue  people  In  the  oomuSk  of 
the  nation.  NowheisnmnberedwiUkthedlent 
dead.  I  know  that  it  is  onstomary,  upon  ocoa- 
sioDs  of  this  kind,  to  deliver  eulogws  upon  tiie 
characters  of  departed  members.  But  I  shall 
make  no  such  aUempt  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  could  not  do  Justice  to  sucn  a  character 
as  his.  To  say  that  be  was  a  man  of  sound 
judgment  and  extensive  information — a  gentle- 
man, in  the  strictest  signification  of  the  term — 
a  man  of  sterling  honor  and  integri^ — a  de- 
voted husband  and  most  tender  parent^jpnre 
and  irreproachable  in  all  the  relations  of  lifb — 
all  this  is  true,  perfecQy  true,  and  yet  it  con- 
veya  but  a  poor  idea  ti  the  beaattftd  duster 
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of  noble  and  estimable  qnalitiea  that  were  con- 
oentrated  in  him.  He  was  more  than  all  this. 
He  was,  emphaticallj,  a  patriot,  who  disohaiged 
all  his  duties  to  his  coontry  witii  ardor  and 
fidelity^ ;  and  fad  was  a  dnoere  tmd  conmstent 
duisnaiL  who  adomed  the  doctrine  of  his 
Lord  and  BaTionr.  He  died,  like  a  patriot,  in 
the  semoe  of  his  coimtry;  and  his  life  as  a 
Ghriatiau  assorea  me  Uiat  he  is  now  repodng 
in  the  bosom  of  his  God. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  high  estimation:  in 
which  he  was  held  hj  the  people  of  his  native 
State,  it  will  saffice  to  ol^erve  that  he  was 
repeatedly  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Sonth 
Gurolina,  onoe  nnanimonalj  chosen  Governor 
of  that  State,  and  twice  elevated  to  a  seat  in 
Congress.  In  times  of  the  bitterest  party 
contention  in  South  Carolina,  he  retained  the 
nnqoalified  respect  of  his  political  opponents, 
nor  do  I  bdieve  he  had  a  personal  enemy. 
But  all  his  talents^  aS.  his  Tirtoen^  all-  hia  nome 
qnalitles  of  head  aoA  hevt,  oonld  not  save 
Him  from  the  gn^  of  th»  destroyer.  He  is 
gone — gone  from  me,  whom  he  honored  with 
his  liiendship — gone  from  this  Honse,  which 
he  adorned  1^  hu  virtnes.  His  place  here  will 
know  him  no  more.  He  cannot  listen  to  tiie 
poor  tribute  I  throw  upon  his  tomb.  He  can- 
not witness  the  deep  and  respeotfol  sympathy 
manifested  by  this  honorable  body.  No,  sir, 
he  is  gone ;  and  all  that  we  con  do  is,  to  lament 
his  loss,  and  imitate  his  virtnes,  and  pay  to  his 
m^ory  the  unavailable  honors  of  the  dead. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  offer  the  followii^TeBcdu- 
txcms  for  adoption  by  the  House  : 

I.  Sttolved.  vnanimotulyt  That  this  House  has 
received  with  deep  regret  toe  melanidioly  intelligetice 
of  &e  death  of  the  Hod.  Richaxd  J.  Mammixo,  a 
BepreseoitatiTe  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

£  SetolMd,  vntmimoHtlyy  That  this  Hoose  tender 
the  exprenion  of  their  i^iDpathy  to  the  relsUves  of 
the  deceased,  upon  this  mournAiI  event;  and,  in 
tflsdmeny  of  re^t  for  his  loos  and  reqtect  for  bis 
menioiy,  the  members  wiH  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  having  been  nnanimouBly 
admted, 

Mr.  PiNOKHET  moved  that  a  message  he  sent 
to  the  Senate,  informing  that  body  of  the 
death  of  the  Hcnu  Biohaxd  J.  ilAsmsa. 

The  Spbjlkbb  said  that  such  a  message  would 
he  sent  to  the  Sraate  as  a  matter  of  oourse. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  PisoMar, 

The  Honse  then  a^onraed. 


Fsmar,  6. 

JSd^f  qf  the  Diitriet  of  Ootumbia. 

The  Honse  proceeded,  in  further  execution 
of  the  special  order  of  the  Ist  of  April,  to  the 
oonuderation  of  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  the 
oorporate  oitieB  of  the  District  of  ColnmUa." 

The  amendments  agreed  to  in  Uie  Committee 
of  the-Vhole  were  oonourred  in. 


[H.  or  S. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the 
ametadments  of  the  House  to  the  Senate's  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  109,  nays  71. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


Tdesdat,  Uay  10. 
Jtemgtfrom  the  Preaidmt—  United  Statet  and 
Pranoe — Payment  of  the  delayed  Imtalmentt. 
The  following  Kess^  was  reodved  from 
the  Freddent  of  the  United  States : 

WiSHmaiOM,  May  10, 1889. 
fkf  tht  Benatt  and  BMue  itf  IUprttuUali»u  : 
Information  has  been  received  at  the  Treasary 

Departmoit,  that  the  four  insbdments  under  onr  trea^ 
with  France  have  been  paid  to  the  agent  of  the 
United  States.  In  conunonlcating  tius  saUafactory 
tenaioation  of  oar  controversy  vith  France,  I  fed 
aasored  that  Iwtb  Houses  of  Gonmas  will  ooite 
with  me  in  desiring  and  beUeving  uat  the  antidpa- 
tions  a  lestondon  of  fln  indent  endlal  rdations 
between  the  two  countries,  expressed  in  my  former 
messages  on  this  subject,  will  be  speedOy  realized. 
Ho  proper  exertion  of  mine  Bball  be  wanttng  to 
eflkoe  tiie  remembrance  of  those  misoonoeptionB  that 
have  temporarily  intermpted  tbo  aooastomed  inter- 
conzsa  between  them. 

ANDHEW  JAOESOK.  ' 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Howabd,  the  Message  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fore^  Bedationa^ 
oud  (wdered  to  be  printed. 


HosnAT,  Hay  IS. 
JSOi^qf  th*  Diitriet  qf  Cohtmbia. 

1&.  V.  B.  Shefabd  hoped  the  House  would 
take  np  and  oonaider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  rehef  of  the  several 
corporate  cities  of  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Objection  being  made,  Hr.  HAnnr,  of  New 
York,  moved  to  sn^iend  the  rule  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  np  said  bill ;  which  was  apeed 
to. 

Hr.  W.  6.  Shefabd  moved  that  the  House 
concur  in  &e  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

[The  Senate's  amendment  provided  that  the 
stock  of  the  corporations  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
a  pledge  of  Ihe  assnn^on  by  the  Government 
of  the  Holland  loan ;  and  that  offloer  is  author- 
ized, at  any  time  deemed  mostfaTOfable  within 
ten  years,  to  sell  the  same,  and  reimburse  the 
United  States  for  the  amount  advanced ;  and  if 
t^e  stock  thus  sold  should  yidd  more  tiian 
sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  to  the  Government, 
that  the  excess  shall  be  paid  over  to  .the  several 
corporations  of  the  District.]  ' 

Hr.  WiSB  said :  In  order  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  House,  he  moved  to  lay  the  hill  and 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and,  nays  on  the  motion;  which  were 
ordered  and  were— yeas  76,  nays  106. 

So  the  Hoose  refosed  to  laj  the  biU  on  the 
table,  and  the  amendment  was  sabseqaoitlf  oon- 
cniredin. 
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TuBsnAT,  Vsy  17. 
Meeuan4ffitin. 

ib.  Anun  adced  tbe  consrait  of  tlie  House 
to  sabinit  tiie  foUowiog  resolaticHu : 

Jleaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  TJnited  States 
be  requested  to  cotnmnnicate  to  thla  House,  if  not 
loeompRtiUe  irith  the  public  interest,  oopiea  of  any 
overture  made  eince  the  Sd  of  Ifarch,  1829,  hy  his 
anthoHty,'  to  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  Hezican 
States,  for  tbe  acquisition  by  the  United  States  of 
any  potion  the  temtories  of  Mexico  ;  and  copies 
of  all  correspoudeDce  between  the  two  GoTemments 
relating  tiiereto,  and  waoa  any  question  (tf  boundary 
e^totioff  between  the  United  States  and  Uexko. 

Setoived,  Ibat  the  FKddent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  Ihis  House,  if  not 
Incompatible  with  ibe  public  interest,  a  copy  and 
transUUonfl  of  any  law,  decree,  or  ordinance  of  tiie 
ICezican  republic,  abolishing  elaTeiy  within  the  terii- 
tcaiei  thereof,  which  m»  Im  in  the  posaessicKi  of  the 
execattre  department  of  tbe  Uidted  States, 


WiDirxBiuT,  Hay  18. 

Aholiti&n  PeUtwM — Beport  of  the  Select  Com- 
mitUe^  Mr,  Pinemey  the  GhairTium. 

Ur.  FmoKNKT,  on  leave,  presented  a  report 
from  the  select  committee  on  the  snbiect  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  Upon  making  this  report, 
Mr.  P.  remarked  that  it  had  received  tbe 
unanimoos  assent  of  t^e  committee,  and  he 
trusted  it  woold  meet  tbe  mianimoas  approba- 
tion of  the  HoQse.  By  their  instruction  of  the 
omnmittee,  he  moved  that  it  be  read  and  printed. 

Mr.  ICntOEB  moved  that  the  report  be  Uid  on 
the  ti^Ie,  without  reading,  and  printed. 

Kr.  OLAiBOKen,  of  Ifisaisedppi^  asked  for  the 
readily  of  the  T^K>rt;  whim  vas  aooordingly 
done. 

The  reading  oocapied  abont  an  hour  and 
ft  half.  Tbe  report  conclnded  with  the  foUow- 
tagreeolatioiu: 

Retolntdy  That  Congress  possesses  no  constitn- 
tional  authority  to  interfere  In  any  way  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this 
OOnfederaCT. 

Jtetoivea,  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
In  any  way  irith  slavery  in  the  District  of  Cdumbia. 

Aiul  whereas  it  is  extremely  important  and  desir- 
able Chat  tbe  a^tadon  of  bus  sutject  riioold  be 
finally  arrested,  vat  6m  purpose  restoring  tran- 
qnillity  to  the  pubHe  mind,  your  committee  nqteot- 
fblly  reoommend  the  adoptimi  o(  the  following  ad^- 
ti(Hu]  resolution,  viz : 

Btiolved,  That  all  peUtions,  memorials,  resoln- 
tims^  propositiona,  or  papers,  relalug  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatsoever,  to  the  subject  of  sUvery, 
or  the  abolition  of  daveiy,  shall,  without  being 
^ther  printed  or  referred,  belaid  upon  the  t^>le,  and 
that  no  flirther  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

lb*.  FlxoKHxT  was  instmcted  to  move  that 
6,000  extra  copies  of  the  rejKnt  be  printed. 

Ur.  WiBB  said  that  this  rep(Ht  had  at  length 
oome;  he  never  eroected  it  would  have  oome ; 
and  It  was  predsefy  such  a  doooment  u  he 
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anticipated;  and  his  protest,  for  one,  went 
much  ftirther  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  ^Cr.  Hibdih.)  He  saw  everything 
in  it  to  arouse  the  fiselinga  against  it  even  more 
than  against  tho  abolition  memorials  than- 
selves.  If  Southern  men  adopted  this  report  to 
snatun  their  prinoiples,  they  would  be  mudi 
mistaken.  There  was  not  one  ^ound  in  the 
.whole  report,  long  as  it  was.  for  Soathem  men 
to  rest  a  foot  upon.  But  he  had  been  most 
disappointed  la  report,  because  its  author 
had  not  kept  his  fiuth  with  Mr.  W.  There 
had  been  an  express  pledge  given  to  him,  that 
the  ground  would  be  taken  in  the  report,  that 
Congress  had  not  the  power  to  aboli^  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolombia.  He  repeated  that 
this  i^edge  had  been  distinctly  made  to  him, 
that  no  repent  shoold  be  made,  unless  that 
ground  should  he  taken ;  and  he  saw  no  such 
ground  taken  in  the  report.  The  wholo 
amount  of  .what  was  contamed  in  the  report 
was,  that  it  was  not  expedient  now  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District.  Mr.  W.  said  there 
were  ^titions  and  rescdnuons  laid  before  the 
comnuttee,  of  which  no  notice  had  been  taken ; 
and  the  committee  had  only  annoanced,  in 
relation  to  tbe  States,  what  eveiy  one  knew, 
tliat  these  States  had  declared  that  Congresa 
had  DO  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Oolumbia.  He  did  not  consider  the  report 
as  a  defence  of  Soathem  interest,  nor  as  an  ex- 
presaion  q{  Soathem  feeling. 

"Mx.  TmaaaoSy  o£  Sonth  Carolina,  would  not 
allow  <aie  moment  to  pass  without  his  un- 
measured denunciation  the  report  just  read. 
He  felt  called  upon  to  do  so,  that  it  should  not 
go  to  the  world  with  the  authority  of  the 
name  (not  of  the  individual  who  had  presented 
it,  bat)  of  the  State  from  which  he  came. 
He  had  listened  in  vain  for  one  South  Carolina 
argument,  or  one  honest  bursting  out  of  the 
feelings  of  a  South  Carolinian^  not  of  a  Sonth 
Carolinian  from  geography  only,  bat  one  who 
has  a  head  to  see  the  dangers  that  await  ua, 
and  a  heart  that  does  not  shrink  from  meeting 
them.  Instead  of  a  cool,  firm,  and  fixed  pur- 
pose to  stand  apon  the  rights  tbe  chartered 
rights,  of  the  South,  what  have  wet  An 
abanwmment  of  those  rights;  stale  homilies 
about  union  and  fitoatidasi ;  pnerilo  rhetoric, 
and  Jesuitical  sophistry.  When  the  report 
squints  even  at  the  constitutional  ai^fomen^ 
it  shrinks  i>a<^  from  declaring  it  nnconstita- 
tional,  and  mollifies  with  the  phrase  "  violation 
of  the 'public  faith."  Why  not  speak  oat? 
The  chairman  of  that  committee  a&snred  me 
and  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  and 
others  who  were  known  to  stand  on  the  third 
parallel  on  this  question,  that  ho  would  not 
report  at  all  unless  with  the  distinct  assertion 
of  the  prin(uple  thsA  Congress  had  no  consti- 
tnUonal  power  to  l^^slate  upon  slavery  in  this 
District.  And  how  has  this  pledge  been  re- 
deemed ?  Pulmg  dedaralion  ot  "  Tiolation  of 
public  frith."  Mr.  T.  desired  to  hear  less  of 
the  pablio  faith  from  tms  so  regardless  of  private 
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&itb.  Mr.  T.  Tocld  not,  if  he  coald  fairly 
avoid  it,  Bend  the  report  to  the  printer;  he 
woold  rather  commit  it  to  the  flames  or  to  the 
hangman. 

OwBNB  said  the  docnment  must  speak 
for  itseUl  It  was  the  intention  of  the  c«nmit> 
tee  to  have  the  docoment  printed,  so  that  it 
might  be  fairly  understood,  and  might  be  a 
sntpect  of  deliberatioa  hereafter ;  but  no  one 
had  anticipated  a  debate  on  it  at  this  stage. 
Ur.  O.  eondnded  by  moving  to  print  thirty 
thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report 

Ur.  HjiWES  was  convinced,  from  the  arga- 
ments  of  gentlemeo,  that  this  re[>ort  ought  to 
be  printed.  Ko  sooner  waa  this  veiy  loag 
report  read,  in  the  preparation  of  which  the 
conunittee  had  been  engaged  weeks  npon  weeks, 
Utan  one  gentleman  from  the  Booth  rose  in  his 
place  and  said  he  conld  not  vote  for  it,  beeaose 
it  contained  snoh  and  snoh  mattov.  AnoUier 
from  the  Sooth  rose  and  said  that  he  would  so 
for  printing  tiie  document,  beeaose  he  oonrid- 
erea  it  as  going  to  allay  the  ez<ntement  at  the 
South ;  and^  tins  difi^noe  of  opinioo  he  con- 
sidered as  the  strongest  reason  why  the  docu- 
ment should  be  printed.  His  constitnents 
would  not  permit  nim  to  form  an  opinion  for 
them  in  this  matter ;  they  would  require  the 
report  itself  to  be  submitted  to  them ;  and  he 
tfaonght  the  gentieman  from  Virginia  had  gone 
rather  far  in  speaking  for  his  constituents. 

Hr.  PxTTOH  wished  to  state  his  reasons  for 
TOting  to  print  this  docnment.  He  should  not 
only  vote  fo  print  the  usual  number,  but  he 
woold  TOta  to  print  any  reaeonaue  extra 
nomber.  The  report  was  proeented  to  him 
as  the  result  of  the  labors  oS  a  committee 
which  had  been  raised  to  take  into  eonudera- 
tion  a  most  interesting  and  exciting  subject. 
He  had  not  concurred  with  the  House  in  the 
course  it  thoodit  proper  to  pursue  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  ne  was  not  of  opinion  that  it 
was  the  most  prudent  and  judicious  course,  and 
he  had  not  changed  in  opmion.  He  was  per- 
fectiy  satisfied  that  the  expectations  of  gentle- 
mea  would  be  frustratea  and  disappointed. 
Kotwithstanding  this,  he  would  be  in  favor  of 
having  the  report  take  the  usual  course. 

Hr.  BoBKBTSOir  oontended  that  the  report 
^ded  to  Oongreas  the  right  to  atx^di  daven^ 
in  this  District,  and  yielded  every  tMng  which 
tiie  abolitionists  could  have  expected  when 
they  sent  their  petitions- th^.  He  had  heard 
the  report  read,  he  would  not  say  with  surprise, 
but  with  deep  mortification  and  regret ;  because 
H  was  not  calculated  to  put  the  Sooth  npon 
the  ground  which  she  ought  to  occupy;  and 
the  resolations  did  not  go  to  the  extent  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
country.  Hr.  B.  contended  that  the  printing 
of  a  document  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
House,  and  he  thought  in  the  present  instance 
they  should  not  print  Hr.  R  concluded  by 
moring  to  reocmunit  the  repent  to  the  select 
eomnatte&with  Inatroetiona  to  report  a  resoln- 
tim  tiiat  Congress  does  not  poeseaa  the  oonsti- 


[H.  o»  E. 

tntional  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  or  the  Territories. 

Hr.  Thomson,  of  Ohio,  did  not  rise  to  dis- 
cuss the  question.  It  had  already  been  too 
much  disouBsed.  He  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Hr.  FiNOzinT  h(^>ed  the  gentltunan  would 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment  He  deured 
merely  ta  say  that  the  report  did  not,  as  had 
been  stated,  yield  the  constitutional  power  to 
Congress  of  abolishing  davery  in  the  District 
All  assertions  of  the  kind  were  grossly  incorrect 

The  debate  was  here  arrested  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  the  role  bad  been 
suspended. 


Thobsdat,  }£s^  19. 
Mr.  P^nefen^y  V  ^ort  m  JieUtton  PeUUent. 

The  House  resumed,  as  the  nnfinif&ed  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  the  oon^deration  of  the 
report  and  resolutions  ftom  tiie  sdect  eonmiit- 
tee  on  the  subject  of  the  ab<dition  ot  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
.  The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
B0BXKI8ON  to  recommit  the  report,  witii  in- 
structions to  report  a  resolution  declartug  that 
Congress  has  no  constitutional  ^wer  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Bulgect  of  slavery  m  the  District 
of  Columbia — 

Hr.  BTiniH,  who  was  entitied  to  the  floor, 
n>oke  at  considerate  lengtii.  He  observed 
that  it  had  been  said  by  certain  gentlemen  that 
they  were  disappointed  in  the  report;  that  it 
waa  fast  such  a  report  as  bad  been  antidpated 
by  them.  In  reply  to  that,  Hr.  B.  said!^  that 
the  opposition  to  this  report  was  Just  such 
identical  opposition  as  he  had  anticipated.  He 
was  prepared  to  expect  that  the  report  would 
not  meet  the  approtuition  of  certiun  gentiemen 
in  that  House^  and  he  was  not  at  all  sarprised 
at  this  opposition.  It  was  surprising  that  gen- 
tiemen were  prepared,  as  by  mtuition,  to  con- 
demn a  report  of  immense  length;  and  that 
these  ^ntiemen  perfectly  understood  tiie  re- 
port without  having  it  printed  for  examination. 
If^  however,  the  statements  of  gentlemen  who 
had  opposed  the  printing  of  the  report  wero 
to  be  taken  as  good  for  any  thing,  it  was  tiia 
strongest  evidence  that  the  report  should  be 
printed  for  the  condderation  of  that  body  and 
of  the  nation.  It  was  due  to  the  honoraUe 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  had  made 
that  report,  that  it  should  be  printed,  because, 
his  motives  and  his  reasons  had  oeen  denounced 
on  that  floor,  and  this  document  should  be 

f>rinted  as  his  defence.  He  ought  to  have  it 
aid  before  the  people,  who  were  to  judge  him. 
It  would  be  aa  act  of  injustice  01  the  most 
crying  kind  to  refuse  to  print  this  document ; 
that  gentieman  had  a  right  to  be  heard  before 
that  House  and  before  the  country. 

Hr.  B.  was  not  pr^iared  to  say  tiiat  he  would 
sanction  every  sentiment  and  every  principle 
laid  down  in  this  report ;  hot  he  was  prepared 
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to  Mj  that  be  would  look  into  it,  and  ^ve  it 
his  impartial  consideration,  and  he  felt  himself 
free  to  aot  after  reading  it  Bnt  tiie  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bobebtson)  had  stated  that 
the  report  snrrendered  every  thing  to  the  aboli- 
tionists. It  was  B  mistake.  Neither  the  Hoose 
nor  the  report^  so  fiv  as  met  his  observation,  Bor- 
rendwed  «verj  tldng  to  the  abolitioniata.  The 
very  object  which  the  ftlx^tindatB  oontended 
far  had  been  met  br  fhe  Home,  and  refused 
them.  Attempts  baa  bem  made  to  cast  impn- 
tations  on  tbe  par^  irith  whom  be  acted  in 
relation  to  this  anbject;  and,,  if  it  was  not  ont 
of  order,  he  wonld  call  upon  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  bad  made  this  report,  to 
BB7  what  party  had  generally  introdnced  these 
abolition  memorials,  and  what  nmnber  of  those 
that  belonged  to  the  party  with  which  he  acted 
bad  signea  them. 

Mr.  PiNOENET,  in  reply  to  this  call  npon 
Hm,  declined  givuig  an  explanation.  He  ooold 
not  do  BO,  conenatently  with  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety, won  the  call  of  an  indl-ridnal  monW. 
if  the  Home  required  it,  be  would  state  all 
that  be  knew  respeetii^  the  memorials,  bnt  not 
otherwise.  He  had  enmlned  them  very  care- 
fnlly,  end  had  made  a  sehednle  of  the  plaoes 
and  States  they  came  fl*om,  and  of  the  oggre- 
.  sate  number  of  memorials  and  rignatnres.  He 
bad  notbine  to  do  with  party,  in  reference  to 
alavery,  and  therefore  would  not  say  any  thing 
that  night  have  the  remotest  tendency  to 
excite  any  party  feeling  on  the  snliject.  It 
was  not  amiss,  however,  he  thonght,  to  state 
that  the  whole  number  of  memorials  presented 
to  Gongress  this  session  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sevenl^-nx ;  that  they  came  from  ten 
States,  embradn^  an  wgregate  popnbtti(Hi  of 
nearly  eight  miluons ;  tbat  the  whole  number 
of  ^{piatures  was  about  thirty-fbur  tiionsand ; 
and  uiat|  of  those,  more  than  two-flftha  were 
CsmaleB.  He  tbonght  these  Iftots  on^t  to  he 
known.  The  pet^e  of  the  South  ou^t  to 
know  evety  tbmg  respecting  these  memorials. 
They  could  see  the  immense  disproportion 
between  the  millions  of  freemen  who  are 
determined  to  maintain  their  constitutional 
obligations  to  their  Southern  brethren,  and  the 
band  of  inoendiaiy  agitators  who  would  tram- 

})Ie  on  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  in  the  relent- 
GBs  prosecution  of  their  diabolical  designs. 
He  believed  that  there  never  was  a  healuier 
tone  of  sentiment  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  in  reference  to  the  domestic  institutions 
-of  the  South,  than  at  this  moment.  There 
was,  unquestionably,  abmidant  reason  for  vio- 
lence and  caution  in  relation  to  the  fanatics.; 
but  there  was  also  abundant  reason  to  rely  on 
the  enlightened  patriotism  of  the  non-slave- 
bolding  States.  There  are  great  moral  causes 
at  work  in  favor  of  the  South.  We  should 
trust  their  efficacy,  and  wat<jh  their  prt^ress. 
The  people  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  are 
alive  to  the  dangers  connected  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  they  ore  generously  fighting  the  battle 
of  the  South,  nie^gshoola  be  enoouraged  ^xj 


confidence  and  gratitude;  not  repelled  1:^ 
vituperation  and  suspicion.  "Mr,  P.  said  be 
deeply  regretted  that  inflammatory  diseussim 
had  again  arisen  npon  this  matter.  He  should 
do  nothing  to  continne  it.  He  bad  always 
deprecated  the  agitation  of  alavery  in  the 
halls  of  Congress.  He.  hoped  Uie  sultJeet 
would  eooa  be  disposed  and  that  peaoe 
might  be  restored  to  &e  Bontli  and  to  the 
country.  While  he  was  npi  howerer,  witb 
the  penoiadon  of  the  Honae^  he  would  rnqnire 
the  honoraUe  monher  from  Tii^ia  wh^ber 
it  waa  bis  deaite  to  proas  bis  ameBdmant  to  a 
vote. 

[Mr.  BoBSBnoir  readied,  niiqaesdgiiiahty  It 

was.] 

Mr.  PiHOEHXT  then  said,  if  tliat  was  bis 
object,  and  a  vote  should  be  taken,  he  shonld 
cwt^nly  vote  for  the  amendment.  Hr.  F.  held, 
and  always  had  held,  that  Ooagress  possesses 
no  constitutional  authoritT^  to  aboli^  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  thought  it 
snsoeptible  of  demonstration.  It  bad  been  bis 
opinion,  Img  before  it  was  evw  talked  of  by 
many  who  now  ride  npon  it  as  a  hobby.  The 
gentleman  bad  said  that  {be  report  gave  up  the 
constitntional  qnestion.  It  does  no  snob  tiling. 
It  asserts  distinctly  the  contrary,  considering 
Congress  as  the  National  Legislature  of  the 
Union.  As  regards  its  power  as  a  local  L^fr< 
lature,  no  opinion  is  expreffiied.  Congress 
remains  nnoommitted  upon  that  point.  No 
decision  has  ever  been  made  npon  it  by  either 
House ;  and  why  should  a  decision  be  called 
for  now?  What  would  be  thoaght  of  any 
Southern  man  who  should  move  the  resolution 
declaring  that  Congress  does  not  possess  power 
to  abolian  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colmnbia. 
Kow,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  the  House  were 
presaed  to  TOba  upon  a  resolution  denying  such 
power,  it  would  be  rejected,  and  most  probably 
by  a  large  mtfjority.  He  did  not  know  the  fact, 
of  course,  as  no  man  can  know  any  thing  tiiat 
has  not  actually  taken  place.  But  it  was  his 
decided  conviction  that  such  would  be  the 
result  The  Soutii  would  be  beaten,  as  it  had 
been  in  the  Senate  on  the  question  of  reception. 
One  defeat  was  enough.  He  did  not  desire 
another.  That  was  the  reason  he  had  avoided 
pressing  the  House  upon  the  abstract  questions 
of  the  right  of  petition,  and  the.  actual  author* 
ity  of  Congress  over  slavery  in  the  District. 

As  matters  now  stand,  every  thing  is  operat- 
ing fiivorably  to  the  South.  The  S«iate,  by  a 
lane  mi^ori^,  has  i^eoted  the  prayer  of  the 
abdition  memorials.  This  House  has  adopted 
resolutions  pled^ng  fhe  national  faith  not  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia. The  tone  of  pnblio  sentiment  is  sound  and 
patriotic  in  all  the  non-slaveholding  States. 
The  South,  so  fiir,  is  victorious,  and  every 
thing  goes  well  for  her  advantage  and  security  I 
Why,  then,  press  this  abstract  question  nowt 
Why  force  a  battie  upon  a  ground  no  way 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  Sontli,  and  wiut 
amoraleertdntjof  bdng  drivenfrranitt  Is 
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it  for  the  porpoee  of  party  agitation !  Is  it  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  the  South,  with  no 
shadow  of  necesdtj- for  such  excitement  f  He 
could  not  belieTe  it  What  then  9  The  ^ntle- 
man  saya  a  pledge 'of  the  public  fiuth  signifies 
nothing.  Indeed  1  What,  then,  would  a  reso- 
IntioD  of  disclaims  dgnify  ?  If  the  Hoose  can 
readttd  Qm  one^  bo  it  oaa  readnd  the  other. 
But  the  House  woold  be  sraoh  more  Ukel;'  to 
readnd  a  mere  diadalmeF  of  anthoritj,  wbic^ 
is  nothing  mom  tban  an  uimsmon  of  opinion 
upon  an  abatraot  point,  tlian  it  would  be  to 
violate  a  solnnn  pledge  of  the  national  fiiith, 
which  it  oonld  not  do  without  shocking  the 
macil  sense  of  every  well-r^nlated  mlno,  and 
d^rading  itself  in  the  estimation  of  the  whole 
civilized  world  by  the  palpable  commiBsion  of 
an  act  of  perfidy.  Hr.  F.  said  he  had  no  fear 
of  any  snoh  atrocity.  He  considered  Uie  ques- 
tion settied.  The  GoTemment  had  made  a 
solemn  covenant  upon  this  subject  witli  the 
alaveholding  States ;  Coogrees  might  violate 
tlie  oonamotion;  it  ooola  not^  woold  not 
vkdate  the  pnbUo  ftith.  It  was  bound  bond 
and  Ibot  The  South  bad  noliiing  now  to  fear, 
aoepb  from  those  who  are  deteraiined  to  om- 
tinue  the  a^tation  of  sLavery  for  the  purptne 
of  ezolteraoit  AboIitioniBm  has  attamed  its 
height  It  has  bf^n  to  go  down,  and  will  soon 
disappear  entirely,  if  we  do  not  fan  the  fiame 
onrseives,  and  will  only  allow  our  friends  in 
the  non-siaTeholding  States  to  fight  the  fanatics 
in  their  own  way,  and  not  trammel  them  in 
their  operations  by  mi-ring  np  eztraneons  and 
nnnecessary-  questions  with  the  sul^ect  of  abo- 
lition. 

Hr.  Bc^onoH  tOM  in  zmW  to  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  msnppOTt  of  his 
motion. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  Honse 
p!Oceeded  to  tiie  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Hr,  Wtt.t.«p^  and  by  general 
consenttbe  nmal  nnmber  of  the  report  made 
by  Hr.  Fivoksxt,  <ai  the  snt^ect  of  abGliti(»^ 
via  wdend  to  be  printed. 


'WmssaDA.Yf  Hay  26. 

The  Honse  reaomed  the  oondc^ration  of  the 
K^iort  of  Hr.  Forouii)  from  the  oranmittee 
cm  the  salject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

The  question  was  the  motitm  of  Hr.  Bobest- 
aov,  to  reocnmnit  the  report  to  the  same  com- 
iidtte&  with  instructions  to  report  a  resolution 
dedarmg  iSiat  Congress  has  not  the  power  to 
abolish  uavery  in  the  Diatriot  of  Oolnmlna. 

Hr.  BoBEBTsox  continued  bis  argument  at 
great  length  in  support  of  his  motion  and  the 
propositions  he  had  laid  down,  and  when  he 
ooudaded, 

Hr.  OwiNs  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
discnssion  on^t  not  to  be  oontinned,  and 
moved  the  previons  quflstion. 


Kr.  PArroH  rose  to  appeal  to  the  gentieman 
from  Georgia  to  withdraw -his  motion. 

Hr.  OwxHs  repeated  that  he  would  not  with- 
draw it 

Hr.  FxTiox  hopoA  he  wotdd  not  denoonoe 
every  man  who  ahonld  not  vote  for  hia 
moticm. 

The  question  was  then  .taken,  and  the  motion 
for  the  previons  qneetitm  was  aecotded  by  the 
House — yeas  96,  nays  83. 

Hr.  WiBK  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  n^s 
on  the  previous  question,  and  they  were  <nd«h 
ed. 

Hesars.         and  Evxnnr  rimoltaneoualy 

moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Hr.  WisB  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  naya  on  the 
call;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
stood— yeas  97,  nays  108. 

Hr.  ^VEBH  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table ;  and  that  motion  was  negatived  without 
a  divi^on. 

The  question  "Shall  the  mun  question  be 
now  put  ?  "  was  then  taken,  and  deaded  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  109,  nays  89, 

Bo  it  was  determined  that  the  main  gnesHon 
be  now  pnt ;  and  the  Speaihw  decided  that  the 
main  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the  above 
resolutions. 

Hr.  HaisTKB  called  Cor  a  dividon  of  the 
que8ti(Hi,  and  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  naja; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

"jKmo^mc^  That  Congress  posseeaea  no  constitu- 
tional sutlunity  to  int^o^  in  any  way  -with  Uie 
Institution  of  slaveiy  in  any  of  the  States  of  this 
confedency." 

Hr.  Adams  said,  if  the  House  would  allow 
him  five  minutes'  time,  he  pledged  himself  to 
prove  that  resolution  false  and  utterly  untrue. 

He  waa  here  oalled  to  wder  In  dimrent  parte 
of  the  House,  and  resumed  his  seat 

The  anestion  was  then  taken  on  the  adoptim 
of  the  nrst  resolution,  as  followa : 

Tub.— ICessn.  0.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Beao,  Beaumont,  Bockee, 
Bond,  Bw»i,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bri^ 
Biown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Ciunbreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  G.  Chambers,  Cbaney, 
Cbi^nnan,  Chajun,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Clal- 
bome,  Cleveluid,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
dug,  Cramer,  Ciane,  Costung,  Coshman,  Deberry, 
Dlcketson,  Donbleday,  Dromgoole,  Donlap, 
field,  larik  FV«nch,  Fiy,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Qatbraith,  J.  Gartand,  fflUet,  Grai^,  Grantland, 
Gnves,  Grennell,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Hard,  Harian,  Harper,  S.  S.  Hairison,  A. 
Q.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes,  HendeiBon,  Eeister, 
Hoar,  Hdsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hun^ 
Hnntingfaat,  Huntsman,  IneoiMU,  Tngham,  J.  Jaok- 
son,  J.  Jumson,  R  H.^dma(Hi,  C.  Johascui,  H. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jonee,  Judaon,  Eennon,  Kilgore, 
Kionard,  Klingenamitli,  Lane,  Lanung,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  0.  Lee,  J.  I^,  L.  Lea, 
Leoniud,  Lincoln,  Lomn,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A. 
Kaon,  J.  Hann,  UarUn,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  B. 
Mason,  May,  IkCarty,  MoCconas,  McKay,  McEennao, 
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HcKeoQ,  KoEim,  McLene,  H«rcer,  Miller,  HUlig&ii, 
Uontgolnei^  Morgan,  Korris,  Kahlraibetg,  Owens, 
Writer,  Parks.  Pattenon,  I^ttOD,  F.  Fiaoe,  S>.  J. 
Fearce,  PetUgreir,  Pheipa,  Rnokney,  Heed,  Bendier, 
John  Bejnolda,  Joaeph  Beynolds,  Bipley,  Roaoe, 
Rogem,  Scliendc,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Bhroard,  A.  H. 
Sbepp^  Sliielda,  Sbinn,  Sckles,  Smith,  Spangler, 
^eight,  Bprague,  SUndefer,  Steele,  Storey  Snuier- 
land,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Tnnill,  Underwood^ander- 
poel,  Vinton,  Wuener,  Ward,  WardweU,  Webater, 
Weeks,  White,  EaUia  WUttfesey,  h.  WUUuni;  & 
Tniliams— 182. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Adams,  Clark,  Demy,  Eto^  W. 
Jidwm,  Jaoee^  FbiUips,  Potts,  Slwlft— 9. 


Thitbsdat,  U!&7  26. 
Jfi*.  PincJcMj/^t  B^CTt  on  Mc^Ation  PtiiHont. 

In  answer  to  inquiries,  as  to  wbot  Tcmld 
beoome  of  the  votes  of  those  gentlemen  who 
had  asked  to  be  ezoneed,  if  they  shonld  here- 
after be  required  to  vote,  the  Ohaib  raid  that 
the  fftilnre  of  eenUemen  to  vote  could  not  anest 
the  dooisiou  of  the  House. 

The  first  resolntiQn  was  then  declared  to  have 
been  adopted — yeas  182,  nays  9. 

The  second  resolnlion  was  read,  as  follows : 

"Jtnolved,  That  OoDness  ongfat  not  to  interfere 
In  any  way  with  fllB7ei7  m  the  District  of  CcdnmUa." 

The  Hoade  proceeded  to  vote  1^  yeas  and 
nai^iipon  the  adoption  of  this  reaunnon. 

When  the  name  of  Hr.  Adahb  was  called,  be 
asked  to  be  exoosed  ftom  voting. 

The  Ohair  said  the  gentleman's  name  Tonld 
be  passed  for  the  present. 

]fr.  Gkanobb,  also,  when  his  name  was  called, 
rose,  and  commenced  reading  from  a  mannscript 
to  this  effect : 

"  I  decJine  voting  on  the  second  resolution 
reported  by  Kr.  Pikoknbt,  from  the  select 
oommittee  " — ^Mr.  Gr.  was  here  called  to  order. 

Hr.  Qt.  oontinned.  "I  do  not  ask  to  be  ez- 
oined,  beoanse  Hr.  Qt.  was  ag^  loudly  call- 
ed to  order  in  eveiT  part  of  the  House. 

The  Ohab  aaid  it  was  not  in  order  tx  the 
gentleman  to  make  an  argument  pending  the 
vote  by  yeas  and  nays. 

"Hi.  GsANGBii  then  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Wi8B  dedined  voting,  for  reasons  which 
he  sent  to  the  Chair,  but  which  were  not  read. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Ur.  OoFFBx  asked  the  permission  of  the  House 
to  record  his  vote.  He  had  risen  from  &  sick 
bed,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  Mends  and 
phyi&dan,  for  the  purpose  d  voting  on  these 
resolutions.  He  had  been  in  an  adjoining  room, 
and  the  officers  of  the  House  had  n^eoted  to 
ooniidy  with  his  request  to  he  notinad  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  It  was  under  these 
peculiar  circumstances  that  be  had  made  the 
request. 

Mr.  Whittlsbkt,  of  Ohio,  objected. 
The  second  resolntion  was  then  declared  to 
be  adopted— yeas  182,  nays  45 ;  as  Mows : 


Yeas.— Keasra^  C,  Allan,  Anthcmy,  Aah,  Barton 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockoe,  Boon,  Bonldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bucbanan,  Bundi,  Bums, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  CSiuanaiii  <%q^  ». 
H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H,  Gblbnne,  Oer^nd, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crn^  Cramer,  Casihman,  Debeny, 
Dickerson,  Douhleday,  DroMoole,  Dunlap,  Pairfldd, 
Fariin,  French,  Fry,  W.  £  Fuller,  Galbrwtb,  J. 
Gftriand,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,'  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  O.  Han^son,  Hawes, 
Haynes,  Hdsey,  Howard,  HoweU,  Hubley,  Hunting, 
ton,  Hontsmati,  Ingham,  J.  Jacluon,  J.  Johnson,  B. 
U.  Jdmson,  0.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jono^ 
Jndson,  Eennon,  Einnard,  Ongensmitb,  Landng^ 
LqKHte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leomvd,  Login, 
Loyall,  Abyah  Mann,  Ibrtin,  \niliam  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay,  HcEeon,  McEim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Montgomeiy,  Mormn,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Fattmmi,  Patton,  Traiklin  Pietce, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pettlgrew,  Phelps,  Pint^ey, 
Readier,  John  R^olda,  Joseph  Reynolds,  R^ley, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Schendc,  Seymour,  William  B.  Rep- 
aid, Augustine  H.  ^epperd,  Shinn,  Sickles,  S[nnKler, 
Spt^ht,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  TSlia- 
ferro,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Tup- 
rid,  Underwood,  Yanderpoet,  Wagner,  Ward,  Watd- 
well,  Webster,  White,  Jxnrla^VniliaaBa,  fiherrad 
Williams— ISa 

Kats.— Messrs.  Heman  Alleii,  Bdl^,  Bend,  Bor- 
defi,  Brigga,  William  B.  CaUioun,  <3»n,  Geoige 
Chambers,  Childs,  ClaA,  Cuahing,  Denny,  ETerett, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grennell,  Hiland  H*!],  Hard, 
Samuel  S.  Hairison,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hdster, 
Hoar,  Hunt,  Zngeteoll,  William  Jaclnon,  Janea,  B. 
Jones,  Eiigore,  I^e,  Lawrence,  Jodma  Lee^ 
lincom,  Samson  Mason,  MoOar^,  Mclennan,  Honu, 
Pari^er,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  aaidte,^prKiie, 
Yinton,  Wbittiesey— 46. 

The  preamble  and  third  resolntion  were  then 
read,  as  follows : 

"And  whereas  it  Is  extremely  Important  and 
desirable  that  the  agitation  of  this  snbject  should  be 
finally  arrested,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tran* 
quillity  to  the  public  v&aiL  jv/ar  oommittee  reqteot' 
ftilly  recommend  the  adopUon  <tf  the  foDowii^  tddi- 
tloul  reatAutioD,  viz : 

'^Retolved.  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  reaolii- 
dons,  propouUons  or  papers,  relafing  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  withont  bdng 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  that  no  fnrdier  action  whatever  shall  be  bad 
thereon." 

Mr.  PHnjjps  moved  to  lay  the  preamble  and 
third  resolntion  on  the  table,  l^egativad— 
yeas  69,  nays  118. 

The  qneution  recurred  upon  the  ad(^llon  of 
thepreamble  and  third  resolution. 

When  the  name  of  Ur.  Adahb  was  called, 
that  gentlonan  rose  and  said :  I  hold  the  reso- 
lution to  be  a  direct  violation  oi  the  ConaUta- 
tiott  of  the  United  States,  the  roles  of  this 
House,  and  the  rights  of  my  constltnents.  Mr. 
A.  resumed  his  seat  amid  load  cries  of  "  order," 
from  all  parts  of  the  hall. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  agreed  to— : 
yeas  117,  nays  68,  as  follows : 
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Teas.— Keinfl.  0.  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton, 
Beu,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns, 
Cwnbrcleng,  Cuey,  Cbaney,  Chapman,  Chapio, 
N.  H.  Clubome,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cuehman, 
Deberry,  Dickenon,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
^rfield,  Farian,  French,  Try,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  OiUet,  Grantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hardin,  HarUn,  A.  O.  Harrison,  Haves,  Haynes, 
Howard,  Hubley,  HnnUngton,  Huntsman,  Ingham, 
J.  Jaclw>n,  J.  Johnson,  R.  H.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson, 
Ca,v9  Jc^mson,  Eennon,  Eilgore,  Kinnard,  Klisgen- 
smitb,  luisbg,  Oideon  Lee,  Joiihua  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mum,  Uartin, 
William  HaM>n,  Uoees  Mason,  May,  McComas,  Mo- 
Kay,  McEeon,  McEim,  MeLene,lCUer,M(Hitgoinei7, 
MnUenburg,  Owens,  Fage,  Patki,  Patterson,  Frank- 
lln  Fieroe,  Jamea  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Pheipe, 
Fini^ey,  Rencher,  J<^  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Ripley,  Boane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Augus- 
tine H.  Shepperd,  Siielda,  Sicklee,  &nith,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Toucey,  Towns,  l^uner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wagener,  White,  Lewis  WilUams,  ^eirod 
Williams— 117. 

Nats. — Messra  H.  Alien,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bond, 
Borden,  Brins^  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  C^,  G. 
Obambers,  ^ilds,  Clarit,  Conrin,  Crane,  Cushitu, 
Denny,  Everett,  P.  C.  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  01aflco<dc, 
Oianger,  Grennell,  Haley,  H.  Hidl,  Hard,  Harper, 
Eazdone,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Holaey,  Howell, 
Hnnt,  IngersoU,  William  Jadcson,  Janes,  John  W. 
Jones,  Beiyamin  Jonee,  Judson,  Lane,  L^wrte, 
Lawrence,  IJnooln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty, 
UcEenoan,  Morris,  Paiker,  Fatton,  Dntee  J.  Pearce, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potta,  Reed,  Robertson,  Ruasell, 
Schendt,  Sbion,  Slade,  Sprague,  Steele,  Storer,  John 
Thomson,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  E.  Whittlesey 
—68. 


Wkdnsbdat,  June  8. 

Miekiffan  and  Arhtnaat — Admimon  into  the 
UiUen. 

.  to  the  oonsideratioa  of 


TheHonse 
the  lidlowiiigl)Ula : 

"  An  not  to  esUUiah  die  sordiem  boundary 
the  State  of  OUo,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission 

of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the 
conditions  therein  expressed." 

"  An  act  for  the  admistion  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
Into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  same, 
and  for  other  puiposesL" 

The  first  bOl  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WisB  moved  to  iMMtpone  its  ftirther  con- 
dderation  till  Monday,  in  order  to  proceed  viUi 
the  Arkansas  bill. 

Mr,  Thohas  wonld  call  the  attention  of  the 
Honse  to  the  position  ef  the  two  bills  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  eodoaTor  to  show  tBat  this 
postponement  is  entirely  mmeoessarr.  -These 
oills  are  from  the  Senate  B  j-  fhe  ma  of  this 
House,  two,  I  maj  aaj  ibree,  qnestions  will 
arise,  to  be  decided  before  they  can  become  a 
law,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned.  We 
most  first  order  each  of  these  bills  to  be  read 
a  third  time ;  the  next  qneation  then  will  be^ 


When  shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time!  and 
the  last  qneslion  to  be  decided  wQI  b^  Shall 
the  bUI  pass  I  ^^hy,  then,  ahonld  Southern 
men  now  make  an  effort  to  give  precedence  to 
the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  Ae 
Union  1  If  they  manifest  distmst,  must  we 
not  expect  that  fears  will  be  entertuned  by 
Northern  members,  that  unreasonable  oppon- 
tion  will  be  made  to  the  admisEdon  of  Midil- 
gan !  Let  ns  proceed  barmonionsly,  until  we 
find  that  onr  harmony  most  he  interrupted. 
We  shall  lose  nothiog  by  so  doing.  If  a 
m^orlty  of  the  House  be  in  favor  of  reading  a 
third  time  the  Miohium.  bill,  they  will  order  it 
to  be  done.  After  uiat  vote  has  been  taken, 
we  can  reftue  to  read  the  biU  a  third  time,  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tiie  state  of 
the  TTnioD,  then  conrider  the  AAansas  blU, 
report  it  to  the  Honse,  order  it  to  be  read  a 
third  time ;  and  in  this  order  proceed  to  read 
th^  each  a  third  time,  if  a  m^oritrr  of  the 
House  be  in  favor  of  that  prooeedmg. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  Sonthem  men  may  be 
taken  by  surprise,  if  the  proceeding  here 
respectfully  recommended  .be  adopted.  If  the 
friends  of  Arkansas  are  su£Goiently  numerous 
to  carry  now  the  motion  to  postpone,  they  can 
arrest  at  any  time  the  action  of  the  House  on 
the  Michigan  bill,  nntil  dear  indubitable  indica- 
tions have  bem  idven  that  the  Ifiasoari  com- 
promise is  not  to  be  disregarded. 

Mr.  Wise  advocated  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  Michigan  bill,  and  the  debate  was  oonUnned 
by  Messrs.  Ocshino,  Fxttov,  Buthxsuhd, 
BoDLDnr,  Lbwib,  Speight,  Williams  of  Ken- 
tucky, fiiYiEa,  MijfN  of.  New  York,  Habout, 
and  Vandbbpoil. 

Mr.  Ada  MB  stated  that  when  the  Arkansas 
bill  came  into  the  Honse,  if  no  one  else  moved 
the  subject  of  the  restriction  of  daver/,  he 
should. 

Mr.  WisB  m()difled  his  motion  by  moving  to 
refer  both  bills  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  tiie  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to 
tiiat  flommitteetobioorporatethe  tvobiUainto 
oneUU. 

The  debate  was  continued  1^  Measni.  Yumnr, 
MmtoBB,  Thohab,  and  Bsieae. 

Mr.  Patton  inquired  tbe  opinion  of  the  Chair 
as  to  the.necessity  of  committing  these  bills. 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas,  as  it  contained  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Jud(^  would,  under  the  mies, 
require  being  committed ;  and  that  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  although  it  contain- 
ed no  express  appropriation,  created  a  charge 
upon  the  Treasury,  and  came,  though  not  clefir- 
ly,  within  the  spirit  of  the  rule.  The  Chair 
read  a  former  dedsion  on  the  point,  made  in 
1882. 

After  ronarks  from  Messrs.  Bpkiqbt,  Vah- 

DBSPozL,  BsED,  MAim  of  Hew  York,  Bbuob^ 
and  Boon, 

The  Ohaib  decided  that  the  Arkansas  bill 
required  to  be  committed;  and,  if  that  bill 
required  to  be  o<Hiimitted,  so  did  the  ottm. 
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ABBIDaMBNT  OF  THB 


B.  OF  R.] 

Hr.  Thovab  said  a  few  words  in  expIanatioD, 
and  renewed  the  moticHi  (as  requested)  that  the 
oranmittee  rise ;  which  prevailed — yeaa  74,  nays 
54. 

The  committee  aooordingly  rose  and  reported. 


TsmuDAT,  Jane  d. 

MieMgan  and  Arhm§ai  Admttlon  irU$  ths 

Union, 

The  Honse,  in  farther  exeoation  of  the  special 
order,  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Sphoht  in  the 
Ohair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  the  northern  bonadarj  of 
Ohio,  and  &it  Ihe  admisdon.  of  Viwhipm  into 
tiie  Union. 

lir.  Adahb  said  that  he  wanted  to  oflbr  an 
amendmenlL  which  he  had  not  had  time  to  ]}re- 
Mre,  and  he  wished  a  fhrther  opportanity. 
His  desire  was  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan 
bj  a  bill  for  tiiat  purpose  alone,  separated  from 
all  questions  of  boundary.  He  beliered  the 
people  of  ^chizan  had  a  right  to  admission, 
but  he  wanted  the  question  of  disputed  boun- 
dary to  be  left  for  i^tnre  adjastment 

Ur.  Thomas  sn^ested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  let  the  bill  be  reported,  and  offer  it  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Adams  aaid  he  would  if  the  screws  would 
not  be  ai^died. 

Mr,  Thcocu  Sfdd  he  ootild  make  no  pledges 
for  the  House ;  but  it  could  make  no  difference 
to  the  question. 

iSx.  Adams  said  it  would  make  a  difference ; 
Ibr  in  oommittee  he  could  argue  the  propriety 
of  the  amendment^  without  being  out  off  by 
the  previous  quesGcm.  He  moved  that  tb^ 
oommittee  rise. 

Hr,  RusffiLL  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  bo  as 
to  provide  that  none  but  ftee  jrhite  male  citi- 
sens  should  be  voters. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  RiiseBU.*s 
proposed  amendment;  it. was  r^eoted. 

The  bill  was  then  mi  foade^  and  the  bill  for 
tlie  admisrion  oi  Aricansaa  was  ta^  up. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  ammd  the  Ull  by  in- 
troducing a  dause  "that  nothing  In  this  act 
shall  be  construed  as  an  assent  by  Congress  to 
the  article  in  the  eonstltati<xi  trf  the  aam.  State 
in  relation  to  slavery  and  the  enumdpatkn  <tf 
slaves." 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Adams, 
OcsniNQ,  Habd,  Bbioos,  and  Wibb. 

The  qnestton  was  taken  at  about  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  amendment  negatived 
by  a  vote  of  98  to  83. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  laid  aside,  and  the 
committee  took  up  the  "  supplementary  bill  for 
the  admisrion  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

M>.  Hasoh,  of  Virmnia,  renewed  Ihe  motion 
that  the  committee  rUe,  wd  ireport  the  VSia  to 
the  House.   rThis  was  about  7  o*6Iook.} 

Mr.  Wxsa  thm  rose  and  addressed  the  House 


[Jnn,  1S86. 

at  length  in  opposition  to  the  course  of  the 
majority,  in  pressing  this  qnestion  upon  a 
House,  sleepy,  tired,  and  drunk.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  motion  that  the  committee  report 
the  bills,  and  said  he  -w^mld  roeak  till  tea 
o'clock,  when  the  House  would  m  under  the 
necessity  of  dropping  the  snbject,  as  It  was  not 
a  spedu  order  for  Friday. 
■  Mr.  Wibb  continued  the  thread  of  his  re- 
marks upon  the  bill,  and  having  conduded, 

Mr.  MoEennan  obtained  tiie  floor.  The 
members  of  the  House  were,  he  said,  evidentiy 
all  worn  out  by  Ihis  protracted  ntting ;  many 
had  not  slept,  and  others  had  not  broken  their 
fast.  All  had  need  of  repose.  We  have,  s^d 
he,  fonght  the  bill  manfully,  and  done  our  best 
to  stave  off  the  decision  upon  it.  My  fi^end 
from  Yirginia  (especially)  has  fought  it  hard 
and  long,  and  has,  in  fact  veiified  the  old  adage, 
"a lean  dog  for  a  long  onase,"  I  hope,  sir,  Uie 
committee  will  rise^  and  report  the  bills,  and 
that  we  shall  adjourn  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoS.  made  a  motion  to  this  effect. 

The  motion  was  carried.  The  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  two  hills,  and  the  Honse 
then  adjourned  over  to  meet  on  Satardqr,  U 
the  usual  hoar,  (10  o'clock.) 


KoxTDAT,  June  IS. 

Michigan  and  ArJcantat-^dmimion  into  the 
Vnion. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  con^eration  of 

the  following  oills : 

"  An  act  to  eatablidi  Uie  northern  boimduy  of 
the  Btate  of  Otiio,  and  to  novide  for  the  wlmirrinn 
of  the  State  of  Hi4dil|^  bto  the  Untoi,  iqmi  the 
conditiona  thendn  esprened.** 

"  An  act  for  the  admisrim  of  the  Stste  of  Aikin- 
■as  into  the  Union,  and  topn»Tide  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the 
same,  and  for  other  purpoeee." 

The  House  proceeded  first  to  the  oonaiders- 
tion  of  the  Michigan  bill. 

Mr.  Cdshjcan  said  that,  believing  the  pre- 
vious question  to  be  one  of  the  most  salutary 
rules  <a  the  House,  and  believing  this  to  be  a 
fit  occasion  for  its  apidioatlon,  he  now  moved 
it. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  and  aecided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  153,  nays  45,  as  follows : 

Teas.— UesBFB.  Chihoa  Allan,  AnOiODy,  AA, 
Aahley,  Beale,  Bean,  Beanmont,  Bockee,  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Boiddin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bu^ 
chatum,  Buncfa,  Boms,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chi^man,  Ghapin, 
N.  H.  Claibome,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clereluid, 
Goff^,  Coles,  Connor,  Conrin,  Craig,  Ciwner,  Cash- 
man,  Deberry,  Demiy,  Bickenon,  Dickson,  Double- 
day,  Drcungocde,  Purfleld,  Fariin,  Fowler,  SVondi, 
fty,  FbiloU.  Fuller,  Willlim  K.  Fuller,  Oalbnith, 
Janiea  Gsriuid,  ^et,  Granger,  Gnntlaiid,  thajHll, 
Hdsy,  Jos.  Bill,  Huner,  Hanwigsni  &  &  BairiH». 
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A.  O.  HiRucm,  Hawea,  Htvkins,  HajBefl,  Heister, 
Aipkins,  HoTard,  Hovell,  Hubley,  HvnUiwtfHif 
Hnntsmui,  lngh«Ti^  Win.  Jadcson,  Jabez  JacBSon, 
Janes,  Jarria,  Joe.  Johnson,  B.  M.  Johnsos,  Care 
Jobnaon,  Heniy  Johnaon,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jonea, 
Judson,  Eilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler, 
Idj,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leooaro,  I<ogao, 
LoTall,  L^on,  Abijah  Uann,  UartiB,  William  Maaon, 
Hoses  Hason,  Uaurj,  Hay,  Hc£ay,  HcEemioD,  TAiy 
'Kim,  HcLene,  Hillerf  Hontsomery,  Hoigan,  Huhl< 
enlnuit:  OwMU,  Puu,  Ftftenon,  Fatton, 

nanluii  Fierce,  Dotee  J.  Feuoe,  Pettinev,  Pheipe, 
FiuAagyj  Bencher,  John  Reynolds,  &pley,  Boaoe, 
BogOB,  Sieyinour,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  SUnn,  Bickles,  Sloane,  ^jwii^er,  Speight, 
Stondefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Tbomaa,  John 
lliamaon,  Toucey,  Tnrrill,  Tandopoel,  Vinton, 
Wegener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wad^gton,  Webeter, 
Wedu,  White,  S.  WhltUeaey,  T.  T.  WutOeeey— 1S8. 

Katb. — Heesrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Sailey,  Bell, 
BriggB,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Q.  Caiunbeti,  Jobn 
Chambers,  Gbilds,  Clai^  Everett,  Graree,  Grennell, 
Oriffln,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Haiper,  Haxelthie, 
Hoer,  Ingmaoll,  Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Uncoln,  Love, 
8.  Mason,  MoGaity,  HcKennan,  Hercer,  HiUIgan, 
HoRb,  Fwker,  James  A.  Peero&  FhiUiM,  Potts, 
Beed,  BabertBOBiBuBBeU,  Slide,  Steele,  ToJlefoxo, 
Underwood,  miUaoi,  Bheixod  vniUMDi^  Wise 
—40. 

So  the  iru  orilend  to  a  fUrd  rea^ng 
this  day. 

Arlarueu. 

The  HonBe  then  took  up  the  hill' providing 
for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  InUt  the  Union. 

Hr.  Bsiaes  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Adams  then  renewed  the  amendment 
snhmitted  by  him  In  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  relation  to  &e  restridim  slavery  In  liie 
State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  WiLLiAio,  of  Kentucky,  moTed  the 
previoiis  question. 

Mr.  Bkoos  eaUed  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  m^n  qneation  to  be  pot ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  128,  nays  67. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  qnes- 
tinn,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading, 
sboold  then  he  pnt 

Ur.  Hbistib  asked  for  the  yeas  and  n^^s  on 
that  question ;  which  were  orderad,  md  were 
—yeas  147,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

Tub.— HeasFS.  Cbnton  Allan,  A^  Ashley,  Barton, 
Beale,  Bean,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  BouldhL  Boyd, 
Brown,  Budianan,  Bunch,  Bums,  John  Galhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  (3uun- 
bera,  John  (Stambera,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Cterelaud,  Coffee,  Cole^  'Connor,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Cnrtimim,  Debeiry,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Faitfidd,  Farihi,  Forester,  French,  Fiy,  William  K. 
Fidler,  Oalbnith,  James  Garland,  luce  Garland, 
GiQet,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  OrlflSn,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Hani- 
■OD,  Hawes,  HawUna,  Haynes^  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Howdl,  HiUuey,  Hm^ogkn,  Hontsman, 
hi^am,  Jabea  Jackstm,  Jarris,  Joee^  Jdmson, 
KdHid  M.  JiAum,  Oare  Johnson,  Heuy  J<AiifOD, 
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John  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Eilgot^  Kinitard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  CHdeon  Lee,  Jo^na  Lee,  Luke 
Lea,  Irfionard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyali,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Hann,  Job  Mann,  Uartin,  John  T.  Uason, 
William  Hasoif,  Hoses  HasonTUauir,  UcComas, 
HcKay,  HcKeon,  HcKlm,  HcLene,  Miller,  Hont- 

fomeiy,  Horgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Fsfe,  FaAa, 
attereon,  Fatton,  FrankUn  Pierce,  Phdps,Fhida)ey, 
Rencher,  Jobn  Reynolds,  Josejlh  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Roane,  Robertaon,  Boeers,  Seymour,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Scldee,  %Hragler,  SpeiAt,  StandO' 
fer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Tonoey,  Turrlll,  Yanderpoel,  Wegener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Washmgton,  Webster,  Weeks,  White, 
Tfaomea  T.  Whitaeaey,  Shenod  WiUiams,  Wise— 147. 

Kats. — ^Heaars.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony, 
Buley,  Bond,  Borden,  Brigga,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Childa,  Claik,  Crane,  Cosluw,  Darlington,  Denny, 
Evans,  Ever^  PbUo  0.  Fol&r,  GrennielLH.  HaU, 
Hard,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Hanlaon,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Ingersoll,  William  Jack- 
son, Janee,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Linwln,  Love, 
Bamson  Hason,  HcCarty,  HcKennan,  Hilltgao,  Horris, 
Paik^  Dotee  J.  Pearoe,  PtuUips,  Potts,  Beed, 
Rnssell,  Oiinn,  Blade,  Sloane,  Undnirood,  Vfattoo, 
BUaba  Whittlesey,  Lewis  WUUans-fiS. 

So  the  bQI  was  ordered  to  a  tiiird  reading 

this  day. 

The  Hiohigan  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Vajsdkeposl  add  that  a  test  vote  had 
dnaAj  been  tdceu  upon  this  bill,  and  the  ex- 
preadon  in  its  fitvor  was  so  stnmg  that  no  gen- 
tleman oonld  doubt  its  t)aaaage.  Under  a  firm 
belief  that  the  fmiher  oonsnmptton  of  time 
wonld  not  chan^  a  vote,  or  alte^  the  resnlt,  he 
moved  the  previotu  question. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  then  taken  op  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HuBTsiuH  moved  the  previoos  question ; 
which  was  seconded — ayes  96,  noes  not  count- 
ed ;  and  the  mun  question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  AixBK,  of  Vermont,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  148,  nays  60. 

1&.  Goanrra  said,  as  the  House  had  been  de- 
Uvered  of  twins,  he  thought  aftw  the  operation 
theymi^acljoum;  Mufhe made tiut  motion; 
and, 

liie  Home  adjourned. 


[The  ibOowIng  sopi^ementary  report  ctf  the  de- 
batea  and  proceedinga  on  the  adnuaaioa  irf"  Arkansi^ 
pr^wred  by  Mr.  Adams,  Is  here  {^ven,  in  order  to. 
I^ve  cmnidetenees  to  the  history  of  that  prooee^g.] 

Jane  18th  is  14th,  1886. 

AebiU$t{on  ef  ATkanitM—Sappiemmtari/ 

EepoTt. 

On  Thursday,  the  9th  of  June,  the  House 
wont  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  upon  two  bills;  one  to  fix  the 
n<Hiheni  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
fbr  the  conditional  admisdon  of  the  State  of 
Hiohigan  into  the  Uniffli  and  the  other  fbr  the 
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adnusuoa  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union. 

The  bin  for  fixing  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  c<mdUioDal  adinis- 
rion  of  IGohixan  into  the  Union,  .was  first  taken 
np  for  consi^ration,  and  gave  rise  to  debates 
Which  continned  till  near  one  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  Friday,  the  10th  of  June :  repeated 
motions  to  adjoom  had  been  made  and  rejected. 
The  committee  had  twice  fonnd  itself  without 
a  quorum,  and  had  been  thereby  compelled  to 
rise,  and  report  the  fact  to  the  House.  In  the 
first  instance,  there  had  been  found  within 
private  calling  distance  a  sufficient  namber  of 
members,  who,  though  absent  from  their  duty 
of  attenduice  upon  the  House,  were  upon  the 
alert  to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names  to 
make  a  qoorum  to  vote  against  adjourning,  and 
to  retire  agidn  to  their  amusement  or  repose. 
Upon  the  first  restoration  of  the  qoomm  by 
flus  operation,  the  delegate  from  Arkansas  said 
that  if  the  committee  wonld  only  take  up  and 
read  the  bill,  he  wonld  not  urge  any  discussion 
upon  it  then,  and  would  consent  to  the  com- 
mittee's rising,  and  resuming  the  subject  at  the 
next  sitting  of  the  House.  The  biU  was  ac- 
cordingly read ;  a  motion  was  then  made  for 
the  committee  to  rise,  and  rejected ;  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  was  moved,  on  taking  the 
question  upon  which  there  was  no  quorum. 
The  usnal  expedient  of  private  call  to  strag- 
gling memben  was  fonnd  ineffectual.  A  c^l 
of  the  House  was  ordered,  at  one  o'olook  in 
the  morning.  This  c^>eTaaon,  to  be  carried 
through  all  its  stages,  must  necessarily  consume 
about  three  hours  of  time,  during  which  the 
House  can  do  no  other  buriness.  Upon  th!s 
call,  after  the  names  of  all  the  members  had 
been  twice  called  over,  and  all  the  absentees 
for  whom  any  valid  or  plausible  excuse  was 
offered  had  been  excused,  there  remained 
flghty-one  names  of  members,  who^  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  were  to  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody as  they  should  appeu*,  or  were  to  be  sent 
for,  and  taken  into  custody  wherever  they 
might  be  found,  by  q>ecial  messengers  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose.  At  this  honr  of  the  night 
the  dty  of  Washington  was  ransacked  by  these 
spedal  messengers,  and  the  members  of  the 
House  were  sommoned  from  their  beds  to  be 
brought  in  custody  of  these  special  messengers, 
before  the  House,  to  answer  for  tlieir  absence. 
After  hearing  the  excuses  of  two  of  these  mem- 
bers, and  the  acknowledged  no  good  reason 
of  a  third,  they  were  all  exoosed  in  a  mass, 
without  payment  of  fees;  which  fees,  to  the 
amount  of  two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  have 
of  course  become  a  charge  upon  the  pieople, 
and  to  be  paid  with  their  money. 

By  this  operation,  between  four  and  five 
o'clock  of  the  morning,  a  small  quoram  of  the 
Honse  was  obtained,  and,  wiOiout  anv  vote  of 
the  House,  tiie  Speaker  left  the  oh^  which 
was  resumed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Oonuuit- 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  tlw  admiaidon  of  Aikansu  Into 


the  Union  was  again  taken  up:  the  amendment 
moved  before  the  call  of  the  House  was  renew- 
ed, diaouBsed,  and  r^eoted ;  other  amendments 
were  proposed,  and  shared  the  same  &te. 

Abont  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  raotJon 
was  made  that  the  committee  sbonid  rise,  and 
report  the  bills,  when  Hr.  Adaus  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas ;  to  understand  the 
import  and  bearing  of  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  quote  the  part  of  the  section  Into  which 
he  proposed  its  insertion.  In  the  following 
citation,  the  words  proposed  by  him  for  Inaer* 
tion  are  those  enclosed  in  brackets. 

"  Beo.  8.  And  U  is  furthtr  enaet»d.  That  the  State 
of  Ariunsas  U  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  the  people  of  the  said-  State  shall 
never  interfere  with  the  primarj  disposal  of  the  puUio 
lands  vjthin  the  said  State,  nor  shall  they  levy  a  tax 
on  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the 
sidd  State;  and  notUng  In  this  act  shall  be  oonstraed 
as  an  assent  by  Congreaa  [to  the  arUde  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  said  State  in  relation  to  slaveiy  and  the 
emaacipalion  of  slaves,  or]  to  ill  and  any  of  the  prop- 
ontions  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  the  said  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Arkansas,  nor  to  deprive  the 
said^tate  of  Aj^unsas  of  the  same  grants,  solject  to 
the  same  restrictions,  whidi  were  made  to  the  State 
of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
authorise  the  people  of  tiie  Mlssonri  Territoty  to  fbrm 
a  constitution  and  State  Oovenunent,  and  (or  the  ad- 
mission of  suc^  State  Into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  ori^nal  States,  and  to  prolulMtslavety 
in  certain  Territories,  tfipronA  the  eth  day  of  March, 
1820." 

When  the  amendment  had  been  read  by  the 
Clerk,  and  the  qnestion  Stated,  Kr.  Adjlus  ad- 
dressed the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the 
following  effect  : 

Mr.  Chairman:  On  Monday  last  I  had  the 
honor  of  presenting  to  this  House  twenty-two 
memorials  end  remonstrances,  most  of  them 
numerously  signed,  by  citizens  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Massachusetts. 
Twelve  of  these  memorials  were  from  the  con* 
gressional  district  which  I  represent,  from  my 
own  constitnents,  male  and  female ;  fiw,  in  New 
England  and  elaewhoe,  the  vote  of  w  men  is 
the  vote  of  tiie  women ;  and  I  conrider  the 
wives  md  daughtera  of  the  men  who  vote  at 
my  election,  whether  for  me  or  for  any  otiier 
person,  as  much  my  constituents,  for  all  pur- 
poses by  which  I  can,  as  their  representative, 
serve  them  in  this  House,  as  if  every  individual 
had  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  a  vote  in  my 
favor. 

I  was,  then,  bound  in  duty  to  present  these 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  the  House; 
and  if  that  duty  was  of  perfect  and  irrendsuble 
obligation,  with  r^ard  to  those  which  came 
from  my  own  immediate  constituents,  I  felt  it 
as  not  less  imperative  with  regard  to  those 
which,  proceeding  from  remoter  dlataneea,  and 
from  persons  entirely  unknown  to  me,  ouiied 
witit  tnem  a  manifestation  oS  owfidenoe  reposed 
in  me  by  the  inemorialistB,  whioh  tt  was  not 
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less  my  sacred  doty  to  justify  ty  a  gratefiil 
return. 

I  felt  it,  therefore,  my  further  duty  to  invite 
the  Honae  to  listen  to  uiese  memorials  and  re- 
monstranoes,  to  examine  thw  oompliuDts,  and, 
BO  &r  as  might  be  conaistent  with  the  duties  of 
the  House  to  their  other  oonstituenta  and  to.the 
xtation,  to  reUeve  tite  complainants,  and  to  re- 
move  the  grievanoes  agidnst  which  tiiey  remon- 
strate. 

In  tiie  memorials  from  my  own  district  I 
recognized  among  the  signatarea  the  names  ci 
pOBons  well  known  to  me  as  oitizenB,  forintel- 
figoioe,  intfi^ty,  and  benevolence,  surpassed 
tqr  mme  others  in  this  Union.  I  bad  made  iu- 

2 nines  concerning  the  characters  of  others  of 
lie  memoriaUsta,  not  known  to  myself,  and  had 
received  testinumials  from  sources  entitled  to 
miqualified  credence,  and  from  persons  in  no- 
wise &voring  the  purposes  of  the  memorialists ; 
testimonials  to  their  integrity  and  repectabili- 
tj  wluch  could  leave  in  that  respect  not  the 
uiadow  of  a  doubt  upon  my  mind. 

The  memorials  and  remonstrances,  differing 
somewhat  from  one  another  iu  their  language 
and  phraseol^y,  all  complained  of  one  uti<ue 
in  the  newly-mmed  oonstitotion  of  Arkansas ; 
and  all  the  remtniBbranoeB  were  agidnst  the  ad- 
miarioii  of  Arkansas  iiito  the  Union  as  a  slave 
State. 

Tha  olmoxioaa  artkle  of  &e  oonstitntion  of 
Ai-irfWMyi  is  the  first  section  of  the  second  di- 
vision  of  the  nintili  article,  and  is  In  tiie  words 
following: 

**  SmmeipaHon  of  $Iave». 
*  "foo.  1.  The  General  Asembly  shall  have  oo 
power  to  pass  laws  for  the  emandpaUoo  of  alavea 
withoat  the  cousoit  of  (he  owners.  They  ahall  have 
no  power  to  prorent  em^iaats  to  tlua  State  fiwi 
bringing  with  them  sndi  persons  as  are  deemed 
BhvflB  by  the  Uws  of  any  (me  of  tlie  United  States. 
They  sball  hare  power  to  pass  laws  to  permit 
the  owners  of  slaves  to  emancipate  them,  saving 
the  rights  of  creditois,  and  preventing  them  from 
becoming  a  public  charge.  They  shall  have  power 
to  prevent  sUvea  from  bdng  brought  to  this  State 
as  merchandise,  and  also  to  oblige  the  owners  <tf 
stives  to  treat  them  with  humanity." 

Ur.  Chairman,  I  cannot,  consistently  with 
my  sense  of  my  obligations  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  bound  by  otfth  to  support 
their  oonstitation,  I  cannot  object  to  tite  admis- 
cdon  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State ; 
I  cannot  propose  or  agree  to  make  it  a  cona- 
tion of  her  admission,  that  a  ocoiTention  her 
people  shall  expunge  this  artide  from  her  con- 
alitatioii.  She  is  enticed  to  admisnon  as  a 
dare  State,  as  Lotdidana,  and  IGssisdppi,  and 
Alabama,  and  Missouri,  have  been  admitted, 
by  virtue  of  that  article  iu  the  treaty  for  tiie 
acquisition  of  Louinaoa,  wluch  secures  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  all  the 
rights,  privil^es,  and  immunities,  of  the  origi- 
oal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  stipulates 
for  their  admisnon,  oouftninably  to  that  prin* 


ciple,  into  the  Union.  liouisiana  was  purchased 
as  a  country  wherein  davery  was  the  estabUsh- 
ed  law  of  the  land.  As  Goneress  have  not 
power  in  time  of  peace  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  ori^al  States  of  the  Union,  they  are  equal- 
ly destitote  of  the  power  in  th(»e  parts  of  the 
territories  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States 
by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  where  slavery  ezist^ 
ed  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition.  Slavery  is 
in  this  Union  the  subject  of  internal  lefpslation 
in  the  States,  and  in  peace  la  OMniable  by 
Oongress  only,  as  it  is  tautly  tourated  anq 
protected  where  it  exists  by  tiie  Oonstitntton 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  it  mingles  in  their 
intorconrse  with  other  nations.  Arkansas^ 
therefore,  comes,  and  has  the  right  to  come,  in- 
to the  Union  with  her  slaves  and  her  slave  laws. 
It  is  written  in  the  bond,  and,  however  I  may . 
lament  that  it  ever  was  so  written,  I  must  ihith- 
faQj  perform  Its  obligations. 

I  oould  not,  therefore,  propose  or  sop;por( 
the  specific  measure  desired  by  the  mnaoriahsts, 
which  was  to  impose  a  restriction  upon  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  by  requiring 
of  them,  as  a  condition  of  their  adzuisnon  into 
the  Union,  that  they  diould  expunge  from  their 
oonstitation  the  article  ooncwning  daveiy.  I 
do  not  think  it  within  the  I^itimato  powers  ot 
Oongress,  under  the  present  existing  circmn- 
stances,  to  impose  upon  the  State  of  Arkansas 
any  restriction  whatever,  with  relatiw  to  slav- 
ery, in  the  formation  of  her  constitution.  Upon  , 
the  same  principle,  I  had  been  opposed  to  the 
proftosal  of  restriction  upon  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, at  the  time  of  the  first  Missouri  question ; 
for  there  were  two  Missouri  questions,  differing 
muAi  from  each  other,  and  which  were  debated 
at  two  successive  sessions  of  Congress.  The 
second  was  tiiat  finally  adjusted  by  the  com- 
promise. The  first  was  that  in  wMch  the  re- 
striction was  proposed,  and  my  opinion  had  at 
the  time  been  freely  expressed  a^^iinst  it. 

But  then  I  disapproved,  as  I  now  disapprove, 
of  slavery  as  a  civu  institution.  As  a  citizen, 
and  as  a  man,  therefore,  I  disapprove  of  that 
article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  perpetuate  davery.  la 
voting  for  the  acceptance  of  that  constitntion, 
and  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union,  I  da  not  hold  myself  bound  to  approve 
of  all  its  internal  regulations;  but  doctrines 
have  been  recently  broached,  and  are  now 
connteuauced  by  uie  transfer  of  the  lawful 
possesuons  of  Michigan  to  the  State  of  Ohia 
which  make  it,  in  my  judgment,  proper,  and 
perhaps  necessary,  that  Congress,  the  r^resent- 
ativea  of  that  federation,  compounded  partly 
of  davefaolding  and  partiy  of  entirely  free 
States,  should  disclium  all  approbation  o^  or 
assent  to,  that  article  in  the  constitntion  cf 
Arkansas.  I  propose  no  restriction  upon  bar. 
I  am  content  to  receive  her  as  one  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  this  Union ;  but  I  am  unwill- 
ing that  Congress,  in  accepting  her  oonstitation, 
should  even  he  under  the  Impotation  of  aneot- 
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log  to  an  article  la  the  constitnUon  of  a  State 
-vrhich  withholds  from  its  Legi^on  the  power 
<tf  ginDg  freedom  to  the  slave. 

£  this  very  sectioQ  of  the  bill  now  before 
the  committee,  Congress  refuse  their  osBeat  to 
propositions,  mode  hj  the  convention  of  the 
people  of  Arkansas  which  formed  their  consti- 
tation,  and  were  transmitted  with  it.  My  pro- 
posed amendment,  very  short  and  simple,  is  in 
perfect  accordance  and  keeping  with  the  ro- 
maifider  of  the  section,  as  it  stoads  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  committee ;  and  althoogh  I  can- 
not flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  satia&otory  to 
tJi(we  of  my  constitnents  and  fellow-cttizens 
who  have  tiionght  proper  to  commit  thdr 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  me,  it  will  at 
least  secnre  to  me  the  consciousness  of  having 
discharged  my  dnty  to  them,  to  my  country, 
and  to  that  reverence  for  the  rights  of  mankind, 
which  rejects,  without  resOTe,  the  principle 
that,  by  the  law  of  nature  or  of  Qod,  man  can 
be  the  property  of  man. 

Upon  this  topic  I  will  not  enlarge.  "Were  I 
disposed  so  to  do,  twenty  hours  of  continuous 
session  have  too  much  exhausted  my  own  phys- 
ical strength,  and  the  faculties,  as  well  as  the  in- 
dulgence of  uiose  who  might  incUne  to  hear  me, 
for  me  to  trespass  longer  apon  their  ^tience. 
"When  the  bill  shall  be  reported  to  the  House,  I 
may.  perhi^  again  ask  to  be  heard,  upon  re- 
newing there,  as  I  intend,  the  motion  for  this 
0  amendment. 

rUr.  Adavs  resumed  his  seat,  and  Mr.  "Wish 
addressed  the  committee.  The  debate  was  con- 
tinued by  Mr.  Bbiogs,  Mr.  OnsHma,  Mr.  Hoab, 
and  Mr.  Hard  of  New  York,  and  by  Mr.  Wise, 
in  reply,  particularly,  to  Mr.  CnsHiNO.  Hkere 
was  ^^reat  disorder  and  confusion  in  the  hall, 
occasioned  chiefly  by  calls  for  order  and  vocif- 
erations of  the  word  "question."  Personal 
reflectionB  passed  tictween  some  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  an  affair  oS  honor  afterwards  followed 
between  two  Southern,  gentlemen,  which  was, 
howeveTj  finally  a4}aBted  wlUioat  bloodshed. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee,  with  n^t 
and  indefatigable  exertions,  succeeded  so  »r  in 
restoring  ordiv  that  Kr.  Uoab  was  heard  with 
respectful  attention.  After  he  took  his  seat,  as 
Hie  qnestioa  was  abont  to  be  put,  Mr.  Adams 
addressed  the  oommitteo  to  the  following  im- 
port :] 

Hr.  Churman:  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
have  troubled  the  committee  with  another 
word  upon  the  subject  of  my  proposed  amend- 
ment. But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise]  has  been  pleased  to  pn^ond  to  me  a 
number  of  direct  questions,  two  or  three  of 
wlUch  I  heard,  and  to  titem  I  am  willing  to 
give  direct  and  explicit  answers.  Fot,  however 
wide^  I  differ  in  opinion  from  him  on  this 
and  most  other  occasions  of  common  deUbera- 
tlon  in  this  hall,  I  will  do  him  the  justice  which 
'  he  has  done  me,  and  say  that  there  is  nothing 
of  indirection  or  ambiguous  giving  out  in  him. 
His  course  is  strai^t  forward,  uid  you  may 
always  know  where  to  find  him.  And,  dr,  m 
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&a  intercourse  of  public  or  private  life,  I  hold 
in  higher  esteem  on  advei'sary  of  such  a  char- 
acter, than  the  poUtioal  vane  upon  the  steeple, 
whose  friendship  and  whose  opinions  swing 
round  the  compass  with  every  Tariation  of  the 
winds,  and  are  steadftst  only  to  the  breath  of 
the.  breeze. 

One  of  the  gentleman^a  questions  which  I 
heard  was,  from  whence  this  amendment  came  t 
I  answer  him  directiy  that  it  come  from  me, 
and  from  me  alone,  without  consultation  with 
any  other  human  bnng.  There  was  no  aboH- 
tton  gunpowder  plot  In  it ;  but  in  claiming  it 
as  all  my  own,  I  sliaU  not  reecHrd  a  spedflcaBon 
of  it  in  the  Patent  Office  as  fbr  an  ingenious  in- 
vention or  a  profound  discovery.  It  laid  in  my 
way  and  I  took  it  up.  A  respectable  portion 
of  my  constituents,  and  many  others  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  had  charged  me  with  the  duty 
of  presentiu^  their  memoriala  against  the  slav- 
ery article  m  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 
Multitudes  of  others  had  entrusted  to  me  tlieir 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia.  Great 
numbers  of  petitions,  memorials,  and  remon- 
strances, of  the  same  purport,  had  been  present- 
ed by  my  colleagues,  and  by  other  members  of 
the  House.  I  bod  been  earnestly  scdicited  to 
support,  as  far  as  my  rerj  slender  influence  in 
this  House  might  extend,  and  as  &r  as  my  own 
convictions  oi  truth  and  Justioe  would  admit, 
the  prayer  of  those  petitions,  and  the  purpose 
of  those  remonstrances  and  memorials.  I  could 
not  support  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  bistriot  of  Columbia.  I  could  not  re- 
sist the  admission  of  Arkansas,  notwithstond-  • 
ing  the  slavei?  article  in  her  constitution,  into 
the  Union.  But  there  was  a  point  of  conces- 
sion to  the  fllaveholding  interests  of  the  South, 
from  the  representatives  of  none  but  free- 
men in  this  House,  where  it  i^peared  to  me 
not  twly  just,  but  indi^ieDBably  necessary,  to 
stop. 

Slavery,  takhig  advantage  <tf  ptditieal  In- 
fluences, operated  Just  at  this  time  at  the  Kwth 
upon  the  prospects  of  the  presidential  election ; 
taking  advantage' (I  must  say  no  very  generous 
advantage)  of  mat  kind,  friendly,  and  compas- 
sionate feeling  of  Northern  freeman  for  .  their 
brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  the^  slaveholders 
of  the  South',  which,  during  the  last  twelve 
montiiB,  had  universally  pervaded  the  Northern 
Kgion  of  the  country,  and  urged  our  people 
sometimes  even  to  notous  exoess  against  the 
peaceable,  warm-hearted,  but  hmest-heartod 
enthuMostB  of  human  liberiy :  slav^,  I  say, 
in  tiie  confidence  of  her  temporary  reinforce- 
ment frraa  sources  foreign  to  her  own  character, 
had  changed  her  ttme,  and  was  uming  blows 
of  deadly  Intent  at  thb  freedom  of  her  North- 
em  associate  itself.  She  had  struck  at  the 
right  of  petition  and  ^e  freedom  of  speech  la 
this  House ;  she  hod  struck  at  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  and  at  the  freedom  of  the  post  office, 
both  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  the  L^s- 
li^^re,  and  by  Uie  flspreaa  veocnmneBdation  of 
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the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union ;  she  had 
stnick  at  the  liberty  and  the  life  of  a  free  citi- 
zen of  a  Korthern  State,  by  demanding  that  he 
should  be  delivered  up,  innocent  of  all  offenoe, 
as  he  was,  against  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  he  dwelt,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  her 
felony,  withont  benefit  of  cleivy.  I  had  seen 
the  twenfy-two  memorials  and  remonstrances 
Tbloh  I  had  presented,  and  many  others  of  the 
same  import,  the  moment  thOT  had  reached  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk,  ordered  by  the  Speaker  to 
be  laid  on  the  table,  withont  reading,  withont 
knowing  what  they  contained,  without  the 
privil^e  of  being  considered,  by  a  general 
stigmatizing  interdict,  more  insulting  than 
would  have  been  an  absolute  refusal  to  receive 
them.  The  article  in  the  constitution  of  Ar- 
kansas, cutting  off  the  last  hope  of  emanoipa^ 
tion  to  the  end  of  time,  by  withholding  &om 
the  Legislature  even  the  power  of  ordaining  it, 
X  strongly  disapproved.  The  Hoose  had  treated 
all  these  memorials  and  remonstrances  in  be- 
half of  freedtnn  as  if  tliey  were  afraid  to  hear 
them  lead,  aflrald  to  look  them  in  the  fkce, 
afraid  even  to  squint  at  them.  In  reading  this 
tAf^th  section  of  the  bill  before  the  oomimttee, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  amendment  which 
I  offered  was  so  congenial  to  its  spirit,  that,  if 
inserted  at  the  place  proposed,  it  would  ^pear 
altogether  as  if  it  had  been  a  juirt  of  the  sec- 
tion as  ori^nally  drawn  up.  The  amendment 
falls  infinitely  short  of  the  Hissonri  restriction, 
and  is  entirely  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  itself.  Unable  as  I  was  to  propose 
the  restriction  desired  by  the  memorialists  and 
remonstrants,  yet,  believing  that  the  occasion 
required  of  me  an  avowtd  of  those  opinions 
and  principles,  the  only  guardians  of  the  free- 
dom of  my  oonstituwts,  I  was  derirons  of 
manifesting  them  in  the  form  the  least  (^nsive 
possible  to  the  slaveholdiog  portion  of  the  com- 
mnnity.  I  wished  to  plant  the  standard  of 
freedom  at  the  very  lowest  point  of  its  eleva- 
tion, and,  by  conceding  to  slavery  every  ^ng 
required  by  the  common  compact,  yet  adhering 
to  those  self-evident  truths  proclumed  in  the 
declaration  of  independence,  to  utter  the  mini- 
mnm  of  the  sentiments  whidi  I  believed  my 
oonatituents  would  never  resign  but  with  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood.  At  every  former 
period  of  our  history,  I  should  have  expected 
that  the  representatives  of  the  slaveholdlng 
totea  in  this  Honae  would  readily  have  ac- 
cq)ted  this,  as  Ur  more  f^voralde  to  them  than 
the  Ifiesonri  comprondse.  Now,  my  object  is 
to  folfil  the  dufy  aerolTod  npon  me  by  my  con- 
stituents, and  to  leave  the  decision  where  it 
properly  belongs.  Z  am  not  aware  of  any  otiier 
qu^tion  of  the  genUemau  from  Y ir^nia,  whidi 
requires  an  answer  from  me,  particularly  after 
the  eloqnent  address  of  my  colleague  behind 
me  (Mi.  CnsniNa)  has  already  answered  them 
so  much  more  «Gfectaally  than  I  codd  have 
done  mnelf. 

Mr.  WisK  roee,  and  inquired  whether  in  the 
«|^nioaof  the  geaxtlemao  from  ICMnohnsetts^ 


(Kr.  AnAMB,)  if  his  amendment  should  prevail, 
the  State  of  Arkansas  would,  by  this  ull,  be 
admitted  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Adams.  Certwuly,  air.  There  is  not  in 
my  amendment  tiie  shadow  of  a  restriction 
upon  the  State.  It  leaves  the  State,  like  all 
the  rest,  to  regulate  the  subject  slavery 
within  herself  to  her  own  laws ;  and  how  far 
that  comes  short  of  the  oonoessions  required 
from  the  slaveholdlng  interest  by  tihe  lOssoori 
compromise,  it  Is  easy  to  judge  1^  reCerowe  to 
the  transactions  of  that  time ;  for  in  the  act  of 
6th  of  March,  1820,  to  authorize  the  people  o! 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  that  State  into  the  Union,  slavery  was  and  Is 
forever  prohibited  in  all  the  territory  ceded  by 
France  to  the  United  States  under  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. And  this  was  the  first  Mi^uri  com- 
promise ;  not  the  abolition,  but  the  prohibition 
by  Congress  forever,  of  ^very  in  that  portion 
of  the  Louisiaoa  Territory  where  it  had  not 
then  penetrated.  And,  secondly,  when  the 
Oonstitntion  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was  farm- 
ed, there  was  an  article  on  the  legislative  power, 
the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
which,  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  was  in  these 
words :  "  It  shall  be  their  duty,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  first, 
to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mnlattoes  from 
coming  to  and  settling  in  this  State,  und^  any 
pretext  whatsoever." 

Kearly  the  whole  of  the  second  session  of  the 
16th  Oongress  was  consumed  in  debates  wheth- 
er the  State  of  Missouri  ahould  be  admitted  in- 
to the  Union,  without  reqnbing  of  her  that  this 
clause  shonld  be  expunged  from  her  constitu- 
tion, and  the  session  terminated  witii  her  con- 
ditional admission,  by  a  resolution  of  2d  Mivob, 
1821,  in  the  following  words : 

"Rewlved  by  the  SenaU  and  SouM  cf  ]t«pre$enl- 
ativei  of  the  United  Biatet  of  Amaiea  i»  (Umgrtue 
(utembled,  That  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  tbb 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  fitstes, 
in  &11  respects  nbateTsr,  upon  the  f^mdamental  con- 
ditions that  die  fourth  clause  of  the  twent^-sixtli 
section  of  the  third  arUcle  of  the  constitution  sub- 
mitted on  the  part  of  the  said  State  to  Congrea, 
Rfasll  never  be  constmed  to  authorize  the  paesage 
of  aaj  law,  and  that  no  hw  slull  be  passed  hi  oon- 
fonnity  thereto,  by  which  anj  citizen  of  dther  of 
ithe  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privil^^  and  immunities  to 
wUch  such  citizen  is  entitled  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  the  Le^da- 
tore  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  shall 
declare  the  asient  of  the  said  State  to  the  said 
fundamental  condiUons,  and  shall  trtnemlt  to  the 
Prorident  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
fourth  Uonday  in  November  next,  an  authentic  iSQfpj 
of  said  act ;  npoo  the  receipt  nhereof,  ^  Prudent, 

piodamation,  shall  aDnoanoe  tiie  &Dt;  where*  . 
i^an,  and  without  any  feather  |«ooeediiig  on  the 
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of  CoiuKfls,  the  admueioa  the  eaid  State 
tUi  TTnfon  dull  be  ooiuidered  m  oomplete." 

This  waa  tlie  second  lOBSouri  compron^ae ; 
and,  conformably  to  this  resolntion,  the  Legia- 
latare  of  the  State  of  Hissonri  did,  on  the  26th 
of  Jnne,  1821,  hy  a  solemn  pablio  act,  declare 
the  assent  of  the  State  to  this  fandamental  con- 
dition. A  cop7  of  this  Boleinn  act  vas  trans- 
mitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
vho,  after  ooosaltation  with  all  the  members 
of  ms  administratioD,  and  after  taJdng  from 
each  one  of  them  his  opinion  in  writitiK,  issoed, 
on  the  10th  of  August^  1821,  his  proclamation, 
declaring  that  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Uissonri  into  the  Union  was  complete. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed hj  me  nothing  comparable,  as  concession 
from  the  slaveholding  to  toe  free  States,  to  thia 
Kissonri  restriction.  I  propose  nore^riction 
at  all.  I  simply  ask  that  my  constitnents,  as 
parties  to  this  compact  of  admission  with  Ar- 
kansaa,  may  not  be  iwnstractiTely  held  to  have 
given  their  assent  to  this  perpetnation  of  sla- 
Tery,  placing  it  beyond  the  reaoh  of  the  leg^ 
IfttlTe  anthori^. 

And  this  reservation  is  entirely  oonfttrmable 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
States.  That  Instmment,  oontaining  In  fonr 
different  places  airangementa  having  reference 
to  slavery^  does  not,  m  any  one  of  them,  recog- 
nize the  existence  of  davery  or  of  Blaves; 
n<^ther  of  the  words  is  to  be  found  tbronghoat 
the  constitation.  Its  fonndere  were  miwilling 
that  the  friune  of  Government,  ord^ed  ex- 
pressly by  the  people,  to  secnre  to  themselves 
and  to  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty, 
should  be  polluted  even  by  the  name  of  slavery. 
Thns,  when  they  provided  that  the  slaveholders 
s^oold  o^joy  that  most  extraordinary  privilege 
of  represMitation  of  the  persons  oi  uieir  slaves 
in  this  hdl,  they  adopted  a  dreomloontlon,  and, 
after  enumerating  free  persons,  those  bonnd  to 
serrioe  ^r  ft  term  of  years,  and  Indians  not 
taxed,  mdnding  every  description  of  hnman 
beings,  daves  alone  excepted,  then  endowed 
their  masters  with  the  right  of  representation 
for  three-fifths  of  "  all  otiier  persons." 

Thns,  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article, 
which  denied  to  Congress  the  power,  prior  to 
the  year  1808,  of  pr<mibiting  the  slave  trade, 
that  detestable  tramo  was  described,  not  by  its 
proper  name,  but  nnder  the  gentie  denomina- 
tion of  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  sncb 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
think  proper  to  admit." 

Again:  the  second  section  of  tbe  fonrtlf 
article^  which  stipnlates  fbr  the  arrest  and 
delivery  np  oi  fti^tive  dares,  does  not  name 
them  as  snch.  It  says :  "  No  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  one  State,  nnder  the  laws 
thereof^  escaping  into  another,  ahdL  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  he 
discharged  from  snoh  service  or  labor,  bnt  shall 
be  delivered  op,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
snoh  serrioe  or  labor       be  doe." 

Jaiif  ta  fbe  finrth  Motion  of  the  fourth 
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article,  it  is  provided  that  the  United  States 
shall,  on  the  ^plication  of  the  Legislatore  or 
of  the  Execntive  of  any  one  of  the  States,  pro- 
tect the  Bsme  against  dom^tic  violence;  an 
expression,  if  not  exclnsively  c«ifined  to  servile 
insurrection^  nndonbtedly  aeleoted  with  ^tecial 
and  emphabo  reforoioe  toit. 

In  no  <me  of  these  four  passages  are  daves 
recognized  as  pn^>erty.  ui  the  flnt  three, 
where  the  reference  to  tbem  is  direct,  they  are 
expressly  designated  as  pers<His — persons  to  be 
represented  in  Oongress,  not  by  themsdveeL  but 
by  the  votes  of  their  masters ;  persons  whom 
the  then  existing  States  might  think  proper  to 
admit;  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  to  be 
ddiverea  np  on  olum  of  the  parly  to  whom 
snch  service  or  labor  may  be  due.  Not  only  is 
there  no  recognition  of  uaves  as  property,  not 
only  are  they  constantly  referred  to  as  persons, 
but  in  every  instance  they  are  so  described  that 
the  engagement  contracted  with  lelation  to 
them  might  be  ^plicaUe  to  dasses  o£  persona 
other  than  daves ;  and  this  sb^oos  nnuRffmity 
of  language  Ihnmgfaont  the  whole  ccmstitatioi 
could  only  arise  from  the  determinatimi  to  ex- 
clude from  it  any  adcnowledgment  of  dftvery, 
as  forming  a  component  part  of  tiie  supreme 
law  of  the  land. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  of  mutnal  concesdon  and 
conciliation  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  formed  and  adopted,  and  it  is  in  this 
spirit  that  I  offer  the  amendment  now  before 
the  committee.  I  will  trespass  no  longer  upon 
their  indulgence,  bat  will  submit  a  few  ob- 
servations more  upon  the  sutfjeot,  when  the  bill 
shall  be  reported  to  the  Hoose. 


TmnnDA.T,  Jnne  80. 

J)Mth  of  Bs-TreiSdaA  Madiaoih 

On  the  Speaker's  resuming  the  chair,  at  4 
oVlock,  he  annonnced  the  following  Keasage 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

WASHmnm,  Jmu  SO,  18S6. 

7b  the  Senate  andffoueeof  Hepreeenialivet : 

It  becomes  my  puoful  da^  to  annonnce  to  you 
the  melancholy  hitelligence  of  the  death  of  James 
Madison,  ex-Preddent  of  the  United  Stotes.  He 
departed  this  life  at  half-past  six  o^odc  on  the 
morning  of  the  S8th  instant,  ftiU  t)t  yean  and  oi 
honA. 

X  hastai  diis  communication,  In  order  that  Con- 
gress nuiy  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  to 
testify  their  aesaae  of  the  respect  which  Is  due  to  the 
memory  of  one  whose  life  has  contributed  bo  esKn- 
tially  to  the  happiness  and  f^orj  of  bis  country,  and 
to  the  good  of  mankind. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Hessage  having  been  read, 

Mr,  Pattoh,  of  Virnnia,  said  that  the  par- 
ticnlar  rdation  in  which  he  stood,  as  his  imme- 
diate representative  and  personal  ^end,  to- 
wards the  great  pnblio  benefactor  whose  de- 
cease, "AiU  years  and  flill  of  honm,"  had 
just  been  annwrnoed  by  the  Mbwage  of  the 
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Preodentof  the  ITmtod  States,  had  induced  the 
Yirg^nia  del^^on  to  devolve  npou  him  the 
mourofbl  dntj  of  prtqposiiig  for  the  adoption  of 
the  Honae  the  resolution  he  wu  about  to  offer, 
for  the  purpose  of  detetmimng  npon  the  ooare© 
to  be  punned  fiff  pving  ezi»eadon  to  the  nar 
ticHul  aenaibOity  to  the  great  hereaTcment  ve 
had  Kifibred. 

I  do  itot,  however^  }ix.  Speaker,  feel  it  to  he 
a  suitable  oeoairion  in  whioh  to  Hoploj  or  in- 
dojge  in  my  studied  phrase  of  psne^iTric  upon 
the  public  or  private  virtnea  of  the  venerable 
man  vrhose  loss  we  deplore. 

It  is  true,  rir,  thaL  early  imbned  with  the 
nncerest  Tenerati<»L  for  the  character  of  Hr. 
Sfadison,  with  the  prof6undest  admiration  of 
Ms  talents,  and  the  warmeet  gratitude  for  his 
eminent  and  varied  pnblio  services,  there  is  no 
laugnage  that  I  oonld  employ  which  would  ex- 
ag^rata  the  deep  emotion  with  whioh  I  have 
bew.  inqjWBflaed  by  Hxb  mcdaiLoholy  inteDiffenoe 
of  Us  dealh.  And  I  am  sare  that  it  would  be 
e^piaHy  impoedble  for  me  to  qieak  of  him  in 
my  terma  that  would  depict  an  individual  pre- 
ennnent  in  all  the  virtues  of  so<»al  and  private 
life,  or  one  that  oomlnned  the  merits  of  a  pa- 
triot, stateaman,  and  sage,  that  would  not  find 
a  ready  and  full  response  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  sU  who  hear  me.  Bat  it  ia  not  a 
feeble  effort  of  this  Idnd,  such  as  I  could  make, 
nor  even  by  the  h^est  effort  of  human  elo- 
quence, the  lofty  inspira^n  of  poetry,  "the 
storied  urn  or  animated  bust,"  tb^  can  rear  an 
appropriate  monmnent  to  the  memwy  of  J£t. 
Madison,  or  ereot  a  suitable  monoment  to  his 
&me. 

His  appropriate  and  enduring  enlogiom  is  to 
be  fioima  Inwribed  in  those  pa^  of  his  coun- 
try>  history  which  are  identified  with  her 
h«H)r  and  glory.  It  is  en^ved  npon  every 
t^lar  of  that  ^lendid  fabno  of  oonstltiitioQal 
nberty  under  which  we  Uve.  It  is  identified 
wi^  the  existence  of  that  ^oriona  nnion  of 
confederated  States  whioh  he  contributed  so 
essentially  to  form,  and  the  maintenance  and 
preservation  of  which,  with  all  ita  nomeroos 
oleadnga,  were  the  constant  objects  of  his  care 
during  his  long,  laborious,  and  useful  public 
life,  aad  of  his  most  earnest  anid  anziona  BoUci- 
tode  in  the  shades  of  retirement. 

And,  Mr.  Speaker,  another  and  not  less  do* 
ddve  and  more  afboting  evidenm  of  his  merit 
and  title  to  puUio  paStude  will  be  found  in 
the  deep  grioT  with  whioh  his  loss  will  be  de- 
plored Of  every  man  in  the  natiim  as  a  great 
national  calamity.  I  offer  the  rewdntion  which 
I  now  send  to  the  Chair ; 

Smiled,  That  a  committee  be  ^pointed  on  the 
pnt  of  tUs  House,  to  jdn  such  oonunittee  as  may 
be  tppointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  conaider 
ud  report  by  what  token  of  req>ect  and  affection 
it  naj  be  proper  f<»r  the  Oongtoai  of  the  TXtiited 
8utea  to  expreos  the  deep  sewbility  of  the  nation 
to  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Madison,  just 
■Bnmmeed  tnr  the  Fnddwl  <tf  the  United  States  to 


[H.  or  B. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  addressed  the  Speaker. 
By  the  genial  sense  of  the  House,  said  he, 
it  is  with  perfect  propriety  that  the  delegation 
from  the  Commoawedth  <n  Virgwia  have  t^en 
the  lead  in  the  melanchcdy  duly  of  pn^radng 
the  measures  autable  to  be  ad^ted  as  testi- 
monials of  the  veneration  due  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Union  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted patriot  and  sage,  the  native  ai  tiietr  soil, 
and  the  citizen  of  their  commnni^. 

It  ia  not  without  some  hentation,  and  some 
difBdence,  that  I  have  risen  to  offer  In  my  own 
behsli^  and  in  that  of  my  colleagues  upon  tiiis 
floor,  and  of  oar  common  oonatitnenta,  to  Join 
our  voice,  at  once  of  mooming  and  of  exmto* 
tion,  at  the  event  announced  to  both  Honses  of 
Confess  by  the  Ifesaage  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States — of  mourning  at  the  bereave- 
ment which  has  befallen  our  ctmimon  country 
by  the  decease  at  om  of  her  most  illostrioos 
sons;  of  exnlti^itoatthe  apectade  afibrded  to 
the  obscoration  of  the  dnlized  wwld,  and  for 
the  emulation  ol  after  times,  by  the  dose  (rf  a^ 
life  of  usefblness  aod  of  glory,  after  fort^  years 
of  service  In  trusts  of  uie  highest  dignity  and 
splendor  that  a  confiding  country  oonld  bratow, 
succeeded  by  twenty  years  of  retirement  and 
private  life,  not  inferior,  in  the  estimation 
of  tho  virtuous  and  the  wise,  to  the  honon 
of  the  highest  station  that  ambition  can  ever 
attain. 

Of  the  public  life  of  James  Madison  what 
could  I  say  that  is  not  deeply  impressed  upon 
the  memory  and  upon  the  heart  of  every  one 
within  Om  sound  of  my  voice  I  Of  bis  private 
life,  what  but  mast  meet  an  eohdng  snout  of 
applause  from  ev«7  voice  within  this  haH  ?  Is 
it  not  in  a  pre-eminent  degree  by  emanatioDs 
from  his  mmd  that  we  are  assembled  here  as 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  and  States  of 
this  Union  t  Is  it  not  transcendenUy  by  his 
exertions  that  we  all  address  each  other  here 
by  the  endearing  appellation  of  coantrymen  and 
fellow-citizens!  Of  that  band  of  benefactors 
of  the  human  race,  the  founders  of  the  Oonsti- 
tntion  of  the  United  States,  James  Madison  is 
the  last  who  is  gone  to  his  reward.  Their 

glorious  work  has  survived  them  all.  They 
ave  transmitted  the  predous  bond  of  union  to 
us,  now  entirely  a  saooeeding  generation  to 
them.  May  it  never  oeaae  to  be  a  voioe  of  ad^ 
monilimL  to  ns  (tf  our  duty  to  tnnsmlt  the  in- 
hffiitanoe  unimpaired  to  our  dtildren  vt  the 
ridngage. 

Of  the  personal  relations  with  this  great  man, 
which  {^ve  rise  to  the  long  career  of  public 
service  m  whioh  twenty  years  of  my  own  life 
have  been  engaged,  it  becomes  me  not  to  speak, 
Ihe  fhlness  of  the  heart  must  be  nlent,  even 
to  the  suppression  of  the  overflowings  of  grati- 
tude and  affection. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Sraate,  an- 
nouncing the  adoption  of  the  following  resdo- 
tion  by  that  body : 
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"  In  Sekati  or  tei  Unitxd  States, 

Jwu  80,  1886. 

'*Jttiolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  patt  of  the  House,  to  con- 
rider  and  report  by  irhat  token  of  respect  and  affec- 
tion it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the 
Tidted  States  to  express  the  deep  eetudbility  of  Uie 
nation  to  the  erent  of  the  decease  of  Hr.  Madison, 
just  announced  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

"  Ordeni,  That  Mr.  Bmcs,  Mr.  Cur,  Mr.  Cal- 
■oox,  Jb.  Orubdt,  Hr.  BocHAHilr,  Mr.  unoB,  and 
lb.  Taujudox,  be  the  committee. 

"  Attest :  WALTER  LOWRIE,  Setf^r 

Tb»  House  concorred  in  the  resolution^  and, 
aeooxdiog  to  a  pnTious  ordor  of  the  House,  the 
ocnnndttee  was  ordered  to  ccmsiat  <^  one  from 
each  State  in  the  Unitm;  and  the  A^wtng 
gentiemen  were  amxnnted : 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia ;  Mr.  MAsoir,  of 
Maine ;  Mr.  Gitbhmait,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Mr. 
Adame^  of  Massachusetts ;  Mr.  Iovokt,  of  Con- 
necticut ;  Mr.  Pkahce,  of  Rhode  Island;  Mr. 
Aixmr,  of  Vermont ;  Mr-  "Wakd,  of  New  York ; 
Mr.  Pabkbb,  of  New  Jersey ;  Mr.  Ahthont,  of 
Pennqrlvania ;  Mr.  MnxiaAN,  of  Delaware; 
Mr.  Wabbikgton,  of  Maryland;  Mr.  Dhbxbbt, 
oi  North  Gandina ;  Mr.  Gbitfik,  of  Sonlih  Oar- 
c3ina ;  Jb.  OonrxB,  of  Geor^a ;  }Sx.  Johnson, 
(rfEfflttncky;  Mr.  Duitlap,  of  Tennessee;  Mr. 
MoLbhe,  <^  Ohio ;  Mr.  Buost,  of  Loui^aoa ; 
Mr,  Oabb,  of  In^ana ;  Mr.  Claiboenk,  of  Mis- 
sissippi ;  Hr.  Rbynou)6,  of  Illinois ;  Mr.  Ltox, 
of  ^hama ;  Mr.  Habbison,  of  Missouri. 

Cheroltee  TVeaty. 
The'  House  then  went  into  Gomnuttee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  Linooln  in  the  chair)  on  the  "  bill 
making  fhrther  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

The  question  puidtng  was  the  motaon  <tf  Mr. 
AiMJia  to  strike  oat  the  fbllowiug  clause : 

"  For  ttie  amoiuit  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  Hie 
buds  ceded  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Gberokeea  of  the  29th  of  December,  188S,  deducting 
^e  cost  of  the  land  to  be  provided  fiir  them  west  of 
the  MiasisBipi^  under  the  seomdarttdettf  the  treaty, 
$4,500,000." 

Weit  JPoha  Aeademjf, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambububng,  the  commit- 
tee then  took  up  the  "  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United 
States,  for  tlie  year  18&6." 

Mr.  PiKBOs,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chur  as  fi^owa  : 

Mr.  Chfurman :  An  attempt  was  made  dur- 
ing the  last  Congress  to  bring  the  subject  of 
the  reorganization  of  the  Military  Academy 
before  the  country,  through  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. The  same  thing  lias  been  done  during 
the  present  session,  again  and  again,  but  aU 
efforts  have  proved  auke  nnsuccwsful  1  Btill, 
yon  do  not  cease  to  call  for  appropriatiisu ; 


tJDR,  2880. 

you  require  the  people's  money  for  the  support 
of  the  institutioD,  while  you  refuse  them  the 
light  necessary  to  enable  tiiem  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  your  annual  requisitions. 

Whether  the  amount  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  bill  upon  your  table  is  too  great 
or  too  Bmall,  or  precisely  sufficient  to  cover  the 
current  expenses  of  the  institution,  is  a  matter 
into  which  I  will  not  at  present  inquire ;  but  I 
diall  feel  bound  to  (q>pose  the  bill  in  •verj' 
stage  of  its  prc^ess.  I  cannot  vote  s  nngfo 
dcuLar  until  the  resolution  of  inquiry^resented 
by  my  Mend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hawbs,)  at 
an  early  day  in  the  session,  shall  be  first  taken 
Tip  and  disposed  of.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it 
will  be  sua,  because  I  have  heard  the  same 
declaration  on  a  former  occaalon,  that  tins  is 
not  the  proper  time  to  dlsouss  the  merits  of  the 
institution ;  that  the  bill  is  to  make  providon 
for  expenses  already  incurred  in  part;  and 
whatever  opinions  may  be  entertamed  upon 
the  necessity  of  a  reoivani2ation,  the  appropri- 
ation must  be  made.  I  say  to  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  institati<Hif 
and  to  those  who  believe  that  abuses  exist, 
which  ought  to  be  exposed  and  corrected,  that 
now  is  their  only  time,  and  this  the  only  op- 
portunity  during  the  present  sesuon,  to  attmn 
their  object,  and  I  trust  they  will  steadily  resist 
the  bill  until  its  friends  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  take  up  the  resolution  of  inquiry  and  {^ve  it 
its  proper  reference. 

Sir,  why  has  this  investigation  been  resisted? 
Is  it  not  an  institution  which  has  already  cost 
this  country  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars, 
for  which  you  propoae,  in  this  very  bill,  an  ap- 
propriation of  more  than  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty thousand  dollars,  and  which  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  estimation  of  a  laive  portion  of  the 
citizens  in  this  Union,  has  foiled,  emidently 
failed,  to  folfil  the  objects  for  whion  it  was  es- 
tablished, of  sufficient  interest  and  importanoe 
to  claim  the  consideration  of  a  committee  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  House  itself? 

I  should  have  expected  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  &om  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hawes,)  mere- 
ly proposing  an  inquiry,  to  pass  witiiout  oppo- 
sition,- had!  not  witnessed  the  strong  sensa- 
tion, nay,  excitement,  that  was  produced  here, 
at  the  laA  session,  by  the  presentation  of  his 
yet  unpublished  report.  Bir,  if  you  would  have 
an  exhibition  of  highly  excited  feding,  it  re- 
quires littie  observataon  to  learn  tbat^ou  mar 
produce  it  at  any  moment  by  attackmg  sndi 
laws  as  confer  exoIusiTe  and  gratuitous  sriv- 
ileges.  The  adc^on  of  the  resolution  ol  In- 
quiry, at  the  last  session  (Hf  Congress,  and  &« 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  under  it, 
were  made  occasion  of  newspaper  paragraphs, 
which,  in  tone  of  lamentation,  and  direful  pre- 
dictio'n,  rivalled  the  most  highly  wrought  spe- 
cimens of  the  panic  era.  One  of  those  articles 
I  preserved,  wd  have  before  me.  It  com- 
mences thus :  *'  7^  architeeU  of  ruin. — ^Thia 
name  has  been  appropriately  given  to  tiioee  who 
are  leading  on  the  base»  the  le^orant,  and  the  on- 
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principled^  in  a  remorseless  war  apon  all  the 
gnards  and  d^bnees  ai  sodety." 

I  introduce  it  here  merely  to  ahov  what  ar& 
in  eertun  qoarteis,  oonBidered  the  guards  and 
defences  of  society;  Jiter  varioua  compliments, 
similar  to  that  Jnst  cited,  the  article  proceeds : 

All  this  is  dangerons  as  novel,  and  the  ulti- 
mate results  cannot  be  contemplated  witbont 
anxiety.  If  this  spirit  extends,  who  can  check 
it  ?  '  Down  with  the  Bank ;'  *  down  with  the 
Military  Academy '  down  with  the  Judici- 
ary ;'  *  down  with  the  Senate ;'  will  be  follow- 
ed by  watchwords  of  a  worse  character." 
Here,  Kr.  Chairman,  yon  have  the  United 
States  Bank  first,  and  then  the  Hilitaiy  Acade- 
myj  as  the  gnards  and  defences  of  yoar  conntry. 
If  It  be  so,  yon  are  indeed  feebly  protected. 
One  of  these  gnards  and  defences  u  already 
totterinf.  And  wlio  are  "the  architects  of 
rain**  that  have  resdved  its  downfall  t  Are 
they  the  base,  the  ixncvant^  and  tiie  unprin- 
cipled ?  No,  sir.  The  most  pore  and  patri- 
otic portion  of  your  community;  the  staid, 
indnstrioos,  intdligent  farmers  and  mechanics, 
through  a  pnblio  servant,  who  has  met  respon- 
sibilities, and  seconded  their  wishes,  with  equal 
Intrepidity  and  success,  in  the  camp  and  in  the 
cabinet,  Ikave  accomplished  this  great  work. 
Hr.  Cburman,  there  is  no  real  daaaer  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  mnch-dreaded  levelling 
principle. 

From  the  middling  interest  yon  have  derived 
your  most  able  and  efficient  support  In  ttie 
most  gloomy  and  trying  periods  of  your  liis- 
tory.  And  what  have  thin'  asked  in  return  ? 
Nothing  but  the  conmion  advantages  and  bless- 
ings of  a  &ee  Oovemmont,  admintetered  nnder 
equal  and  impartial  laws.  They  are  responsi- 
ble for  no  portion  of  your  legislation,  which, 
through  its  partial  and  unjnst  operation,  has 
shaken  this  ITnion  to  its  centre.  That  has  had 
its  origin  in  a  different  quarter,  sustained  by 
wealth,  Ihe  wealth  of  monopolies,  and  the  pow- 
er and  influence  which  wealth,  thus  accumu- 
lated and  disposed,  never  fuls  to  control.  In- 
deed, sir,  while  &r  from  demanding  at  your 
hands  special  &vors  for  themselves,  they  have 
'not,  in  my  judgment  been  sufficiently jeolons 
of  all  legislation  conferring  exolu^ve  and  gra- 
toitoua  privileges. 

That  the  law  creating  tlie  institnlion  of 
which  I  am  now  speaking,  and  the  practice 
under  it,  is  strongly  marked  by  both  tiiese  char- 
acteristics, is  apparent  at  a  single  glance.  It 
is  gratuitous,  because  those  who  are  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  obtain  admission  there  receive  their 
education  without  any  obli^tion,  except  such 
as  a  sense  of  honor  may  mipose,  to  return, 
either  by  service  or  oliierwise,  the  slightest 
eqaivalent.  It  is  ezolnsive,  inasmncji  as  only 
one  youth  out  of  a  population  of  more  than 
47,000  can  participate  in  its  advantages  at  the 
same  time ;  and  uiose  who  are  successful  are 
admitted  at  an  age,  when  thMr  charaotcrs  cannot 
have  become  devel<med,  and  with  very  little 
fakowledge  d  their  adaptation,  meatal  or  pl^ 
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ical,  for  military  life.  The  system  disregards 
one  of  those  gr(»t  principles  which,  carried  in- 
to practice,  contributed,  perhws,  more  than 
any  other,  to  render  the  arms  of  Napoleon  invin- 
cible for  so  many  years.  Who  does  not  per- 
ceive that  it  destroys  the  very  life  and  spring 
of  military  ardor  and  enthusiasm,  by  utterly 
foreclosing  all  hope  of  promotion  to  the  soldier 
and  non-oommissioned  officer  1  However  mer- 
itorious may  be  his  services,  however  pre-emi- 
nent may  become  his  qualifications  for'  com- 
mand, all  is  unavailing.  The  portcullis  is  drop- 
ped between  bim  and  preferment ;  the  wisdom 
of  your  laws  having  provided  another  criterion 
than  that  of  admitted  courage  and  conduct,  by 
which  to  determine  who  are  worthy  of  com- 
mand. They  have  made  an  Academy,  where  a 
certi^  number  of  young  gentlemen  are  ^u- 
cated  annually  at  the  public  expense,  and  to 
which  there  is,  <tf  consequence,  a  general  rueh, 
not  BO  much  from  sentiments  of  patriotism  and 
a  taste  for  military  life,  as  from  motives  less 
worthy — ^the  avenue,  and  the  only  avenne,  to 
rank  in  your  army. '  These  ore  tmths,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  no  man  will  pretend  to  deny ; 
and  X  leave  it  for  this  Honse  and  the  nation  to 
determine  whether  they  do  not  exhibit  a  ^irit 
of  exclnsiveness,  aUke  at  variance  with  tiie  ge- 
nius of  your  Government  and  the  efficiency 
and  chivalrous  character  of  your  military  force. 

Sir,  no  man  can  feel  more  deeply  interested 
in  the  army,  or  entertain  a  higher  regard  for  » 
it,  than  myself.  My  earliest  recollections  con- 
nect themselves  fondly  and  gratefully  with  the 
names  of  the  brave  men  who,  relinquishlDg  the 
quiet  and  security  of  civil  life,  were  staking 
uieir  all  upon  the  defence  of  their  country's 
rights  and  honor.  One  of  the  most  distinguiui- 
ed  among  that  noble  band  now  occupies  and 
honors  a  seat  upon  this  fioor. 

It  Is  not  fit  ttiat  I  should  indulge  in  expres- 
sions of  personal  respect  and  admiration,  which 
I  am  sure  would  find  a  hearty  response  in  the 
bosom  of  every  member  of  this  committee.  I 
allude  to  him  merely  to  express  the  hope  that, 
on  some  occasim,  we  may  have,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  observa- 
tion. And  if  his  (pinions  shall  differ  from  my 
own,  I  promise  eateftdly  to  review  every  step 
by  which  I  have  been  led  to  my  present  con- 
clusions. You  cannot  ndstake  me,  sir ;  I  refer 
to  the  hero  of  Erie.  I  have  declared  myself 
the  friend  of  the  army.  Satisfy  me,  then,  what 
measures  are  best  calculated  to  render  it  effec- 
tive, and  what  idl  desire  it  to  be,  and  I  go  for 
the  proposition  with  my  whole  heart. 

Bat  I  connot  believe  that  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, as  at  present  organized.  Is  calculated  to 
accomplish  this  desirable  end.  It  may,  and 
undoubtedly  does,  send  forth  into  the  country 
much  military  knowledge ;  but  the  advantage 
which  your  army,  or  th^  which  will  constitute 
your  army  in  time  of  need,  derives  from  it,  is 
by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  expense 
you  incur.  Here,  tfr.  Cfliainnan,  permit  me  to 
say  that  I  deny,  utterly,  the  e^iedieiMty}  and 
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the  right  to  ednoate^  at  the  pnblio  upense,  anj 
comber  of  young  men  who,  on  the  oompletioa 
of  their  education,  are  not  to  form  a  portion 
of  your  military  force,  but  to  return  to  the 
walks  of  private  life.  Such  was  never  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Uilitary  Academy  until  after  the 
law  of  1813  \  sjid  the  doctrine,  so  for  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  was  first  formally  an- 
nounced by  a  distinguished  individual,  at  this 
time  sufficiently  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  ex- 
ecutive patronage,  and  greatly  alarmed  by  what 
he  conceives  to  be  the  tendencies  of  this  6ov- 
OTnment  to  centralism  and  conaolidation.  It 
may  be  found  in  the  report  oS  the  Secretary  of 
War,  commnnicated  to  Congress  in  1619. 

Ti  it  shall,  mion  dne  consideration,  receive 
the  sanction  of^  Congress  and  the  country,  I 
can  see  no  limit  to  the  exercise  of  power  and 
GoTemment  patronage.  Follow  out  the  prin- 
ciple, and  where  will  it  lead  you !  You  confer 
upon  the  National  Government  the  absolute 
guardianship  of  literature  and  science,  military 
and  civil ;  you  need  not  stop  at  military  science ; 
any  one,  in  the  wide  ranee  of  sciences,  becomes 
at  once  a  le^timate  and  constitutional  object 
of  your  patronage ;  you  are  confined  by  no  lim- 
it but  your  diwretion;  you  have  no  check 
but  your  own  good  pleasure.  If  you  may  af- 
ford inatmction,  at  tne  public  expense,  in  tiie 
languages,  in  philosophy,  in  chemistry,  and  in 
the  exact  icienoes,  to  young  gentlemen  who 
,  are  under  no  obligation  to  enter  the  service  of 
their  country,  bat  are,  in  faot,  destined  for  civil 
life,  why  may  you  not,  by  parity  of  reasoning, 
provide  the  means  of  a  l^al,  or  theological,  or 
medical  education,  on  the  ground  that  the  re- 
cipients of  your  botmty  will  carry  forth  a  fund 
of  nsefhl  knowledge,  that  may,  at  some  time, 
under  some  circumstances,  produce  a  beneficial 
influence,  and  promote  *'  tiie  general  welfare  ?" 
Sir,  I  fear  that  even  some  of  us  may  live  to  see 
the  day  when  this  *'  general  welfare  "  of  your 
constitution  will  leave  us  Uttle  ground  to  boast 
of  a  GoTomment  of  limited  powers.  But  I  did 
not  propose  at  this  time  to  oisooss  the  abstract 

anestioa  of  constitutional  right  I  will  regard 
lie  expediency  alone ;  and  whether  the  power 
exist  or  not,  its  exercise,  in  an  institution  like 
this,  is  subveruve  of  the  only  principle  npon 
which  a  school,  conducted  at  tne  publlo  ex- 
pense, can  be  made  profitable  to  the  public  ser- 
vice— ^that  of  making  an  admission  into  your 
school,  and  on  edncation  there,  secondary  to  an 
appointment  in  the  army.  Sir,  this  distinctive 
feature  characterized  all  your  legislation,  and 
all  executive  recommendations,  down  to  1810. 

I  may  aa  well  notice  here,  as  at  any  time,  an 
answer  which  has  always  been  ready  when  ob- 
jections have  been  raised  to  this  institDticm — 
UL  answer  wbidi,  If  It  has  not  proved  quite  sat- 
iabotory  to  min^  that  yield  their  assent  more 
readily  to  strong  reasons  than  to  the  authority 
of  great  names,  has  yet,  unquestionably,  exer- 
cised a  powerml  influence  upon  the  public 
mind.  It  has  not  sone  fortii  upon  the  author- 
ity of  aa  indivldad  merdy,  bat  has  been  pub* 


llshed  to  the  world  with  the  approbation  of  a 
committee  of  a  former  Congress.  It  is  this: 
that  the  Institution  has  receivra  at  dlfi^rent  times 
the  sanction  of  such  names  as  Wa^ington, 
Adams,  and  Jefi'erson ;  and  this  has  been  claim- 
ed with  such  boldness,  and  in  a  form  so  impos- 
ing, as  almost  to  forbid  any  question  of  its  ao- 
Guracy.  If  this  were  correct,  in  point  of  fact, 
it  would  be  entitied  to  tiie  most  profound  re- 
spect and  consideration,  and  no  change  should 
l>e  urged  against  the  wei^t  of  such  authtvity, 
witiiout  mature  deUberation,  and  thorough  con- 
viction of  expe^eney.  IJmortnnatdy  sv  the 
advocates  of  tiie  institutjon,  and  fortunately  for 
the  interests  of  the  country,  this  diUm  cannot 
be  Bosbdned  by  reference  to  executive  docu- 
ments, ftom.  the  first  rcmrt  of  Goietal  Knox, 
in  1700,  to  the  dose  nijSx,  JeilBmm^B  adnun- 
istration. 

The  error  has  undoubtedly  innocently  oc- 
curred, by  confounding  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point  as  it  was,  witii  the  Uilitary  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point  as  it  is.  The  report  of 
Secretary  Knox,  Just  referred  to,  is  character- 
ized by  uiis  distinctive  feature — tbat  the  corps 
proposed  to  be  organized  were  "  to  serve  as  an 
actual  defence  to  the  community,"  and  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  active  miUtaiy  fwoe  of  tiia 
coutttiy,^*  to  serve  in  the  field,  or  on  the  Ann- 
tier,  (ff  in  the  fortifications  of  the  sea-coast,  as 
the  commander-in-chief  may  direct."  At  a  la- 
ter period,  the  r^rt  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  - 
(Mr.  MoHenry,)  communicated  to  Congress  in 
1800,  althouf^  it  proposed  a  plan  far  military 
schools,  differioR  in  many  essential  particulara 
from  those  whidi  had  preceded  it,  stiU  retained 
the  distinctive  feature  just  named  as  character- 
izing the  report  of  General  Enoz. 

With  r^ard  to  educating  young  men  gratu- 
itously, wmch,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
de^gn,  I  am  pr^ared  to  show  is  the  practical 
operation  of  the  Academy,  as  at  present  organ- 
ised. I  cannot,  pexhap^  exhibit  more  clearly  the 
aentunentacHt  the  Executive  at  tbat  early  daj^ 
urgent  aa  waa  the  occasion,  and  strong  as  must 
have  been  the  deure,  to  give  strength  and 
efSciency  to  the  militai?  force,  than  by  reading 
one  or  two  paragraphs  from  a  supplementary  re- 
port of  Secrottuy  UcHoiry,  addressed  to  the 
churman  of  the  Committee  of  Defence,  on  the 
Slst  January,  1800. 

The  Seor^iy  says : 

"  Agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  IClitaiy  Academy, 
tlie  directors  thereof  are  to  be  offieeis  token  from  the 
army ;  coiueqaeuUy,  no  expense  will  be  incurred  by 
such  Bppobitinents.  The  plan  also  contemplates 
tbat  officers  of  the  army,  oulets,  and  non-commis- 
rioned  officers,  sball  receive  instruction  in  the 
Academy.  As  the  ralionB  and  lUel  which  they  are 
entitled  to  in  the  army  will  suffice  for  them  in  tiie 
Academy,  no  additional  expense  will  be  teqtured 
for  olgeota  of  mahitenuee  iraile  there. 

"The  expenses  of  servants  and  certain  Iwddental 
expenses  relative  to  the  police  and  adminhtration, 
may  be  defrayed  by  those  who  shall  be  admitted, 
out  of  tfi^  p^  and  ODolnmenta." 
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You  will  observe,  Mr.  Obainnao,  from  the 
phraseology  of  the  report^  that  all  were  to  con- 
■titate  a  part  of  your  actual  militair  force; 
and  that  whatever  ad^tional  charges  would  he 
inourred,  were  to  be  defrayed  by  those  who 
night  receive  the  adTsntages  of  iostmotioa. 
These  vere  provUons,  Just  as  they  are  im- 
portant. Let  me  call  your  attention  fm  a  mo- 
ment to  a  report  of  Colonel  'WlUioma,  wMch 
was  made  the  subject  of  a  ntedal  message, 
communicated  to  Oongresa  by  Mr.  Jeflbraon,  on 
the  ISthoflUrch,  1808. 

The  extract  I  propose  to  read,  as  sustdning 
fully  the  ^ews  Mr.  MoHeniy  npon  this 
pointi  is  in      fbOowing  words: 

"It  migfat  be  well  to  make  the  plan  upon  each  & 
Male  as  not  oalj  to  take  In  &e  minor  offioers  of  the 
navy,  hot  also  any  youths  from  any  of  the  States  who 
nught  wUi  for  Buck  an  education,  whether  deigned 
for  the  anny  or  navy,  or  neither,  and  let  them  be 
sssewnd  to  the  value  of  their  educ^on,  whldi  might 
fiwm  a  flmd  for  extra  or  contingent  expenses." 

Bir,  these  are  the  true  doctrines  upon  this 
sabjeot :  doctrines  worthy  of  the  administra- 
tion under  which  they  were  promtdgated,  and 
in  aooordanoe  with  the  views  of  statesmen  in 
tiw  earlier  and  pnrer  d«ra  d  the  repnbUo. 

Give  to  the  offioem  of  yoor  army  the  highest 
adTfltttagea  for  pvfeoOon  in  dl  the  brandhes 
of  miUt^  sdttioe,  and  let  tiiose  advantages  be 
open  to  aU,  in  rotation,  and  under  sach  terms 
and  regulations  as  shall  be  at  qnoe  impartial 
toward  the  officers,  and  advantageous  to  the 
■ervioe ;  but  let  all  young  gentlemen  who  have 
a  taste  for  military  life^  and  desire  to  adopt 
arms  as  a  profession,  prepare  themsdves  for 
snbordioate  sitoatdons  at  th^  own  expense,  or 
at  the  expense  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  in 
the  same  manner  that  the  youth  of  the  eoontry 
are  qnaliiled  for  tlie  professions  of  t^vil  life. 
Sir,  while  vpaa  this  soliiect  of  grotuitons  edn- 
eatifHi,  I  vill  read  an  extract  nom  "  Dnpin's 
IGUtarr  Force  of  Great  Britain^ "  to  show  what 
&vor  a  finds  in  another  ommtiyf  frmn  the 
prictioe  and  expetienoe  ct  wliidi  we  may  de- 
rive some  advantages,  however  from  ap- 
proving of  its  institutions  generally.  The  ex- 
tract is  from  the  2d  voL,  Tlst  page,  and  relates 
to  the  terms  on  which  young  gentlemen  are 
adndtted  to  the  JaniM  departmcaits  of  the  Boy- 
si  UiHtary  Oolkfle  at  Sandhurst 

**nist.  The  aras  of  offioers  of  aU  raidcs,  wh^her 
of  the  land  or  sea  forcee,  who  have  died  in  tfw 
terrioe,  leaving  their  ihinilies  in  pecuniary  distress ; 
this  o^fls  ore  instructed,  boarded,  and  habited, 
patoitonaly  by  the  State ;  being,  required  mly  to 
provide  their  equipments  on  f^'nii^^wi,  and  to 
miimrin  themaelyea  ia  linen. 

"Secondly.  The  90ns  of  all  officers  of  the  army 
shore  the  nmk  of  sobaltems  actually  in  tiie  serrica, 
and  who  pay  a  sum  proportioned  to  thdr  ranks,  ac- 
cording to  a  Bcale  per  annum  regulated  by  the  supreme 
board.  The  sods  of  liTins  na'ral  offioem  of  rank  not 
below  that  of  master  ana  conunander.  are  also  od- 
ndtted  OD  payment  of  annual  stqwndSjSRnllar  to  those 
afeomqtnndhig  ranks  in  the  aniff.  nw  wphansoos 
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of  officers,  who  hare  not  left  their  fiunilleB  in  pecuniary 
difficulties,  are  adnutted  into  this  class  on  paying  the 
stipends  required  of  officosof  the  rank  lield  by  their 
parents  at  the  time  of  tfa^  decease. 

"Tliirdly.  The  eons  of  noblemen  and  private 
gentlemen  who  pay  a  yeariy  sum  equivalent  to  the 
expenses  of  their  edacation,  board,  and  clothing, 
according  to  a  nte  r^nlated  from  time  to  time  t^^ 
the  eommisdoBers." 

BUtj  let  it  be  remembered  that  these  are  the 
regolations  of  a  Government  irtiioh,  with  ^ 
its  wealth  and  power,  is,  from  its  structure  and 
praotio^  groaning  under  the  eocumnlated  w^ht 
of  pensions,  sineonres,  and  gratuities,  and  yet 
yon  observe  that  only  one  class,  "  the  sons  of 
officers  of  all  ranlu,  whether  of  the  land  or  sea 
forces,  who  have  died  in  the  sn^oe,  leaving 
tbeir  families  in  pecuniary  distress,"  are  edu- 
cated gratuitously. 

I  do  not  approve  even  of  this,  but  I  h(dd  it  op 
in  contrast  with  yoor  own  prlnoiplfis  and  prao- 
lioe. 

If  the  patience  of  the  committee  would  war^ 
rant  me,  Hr.  Chairman,  I  oould  diow,  by  r^r* 
enoe'to  executive  commnnioationa,  and  the  con- 
current  legislatiou  of  Congress  in  1794, 1796, 
1602,  and  1808,  diat,  prior  to  the  last-mention- 
ed date,  such  an  institution  as  we  now  have 
was  neither  recommended  nor  contemplated. 
Upon  this  point  I  will  not  det^  yon  longer ; 
but  when  hereafter  confronted  by  the  authority 
of  great  nameis,  I  trust  we  shall  be  told  where 
the  expressions  of  approbation  are  to  i>e  found. 
We  may  then  judge  of  their  t^)plicabiIity  to  tiie 
Military  Academy  aa  at  present  organized. 

I  am  fiur  finm  deriring  to  see  this  eaanttj 
deadtnte  of  a  Military  AoadeCiy ;  bat  I  would 
have  it  a  school  of  iwaetioe^  and  instmctoi, 
for  offioera  actually  in  the  servioe  ot  the  United 
States :  not  an  institution  for  educating,  gratu- 
itoosly,  young  gentlemen,  who,  on  the  comple- 
tion of  tiieir  term,  or  after  a  few  months'  leave 
of  absence,  resign-their  comnda^ons  and  return 
to  the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 

If  any  one  doubts  that  this  is  the  practical 
operation  of  your  present  system,  I  refer  him 
to  the  annual  list  of  resignations,  to  be  found 
in  the  adjutant  general's  office. 

Firmly  aa  I  am  convinced  of  the  neoesdty 
of  a  reorganization,  I  would  take  no  step  to 
create  an  nqjost  pi^ndice  sM^ast  the  inrato- 
tion.  Allthat  I  ask,  and,  so &r  as  I  know^aU 
that  any  of  the  omcments  ot  the  institntion  ask, 
is,  ttiat  after  a  taa  and  impartial  investigation^ 
it  shall  stand  or  fall  npon  its  merits.  I  know 
there  are  graduates  of  the  institution  who  are 
ornaments  to  the  army,  and  an  honor  to  their 
eoontry ;  but  they,  and  not  the  semiaary,  are 
entitled  to  the  credit  Here  I  would  remark, 
once  for  all,  that  I  do  not  reflect  npoa  the 
officers  or  pupils  of  the  Academy ;  it  is  to  Uie 
principles  of  the  institution  itseli,  as  at  present 
organized,  that  I  object.  It  is  often  said  that 
the  graduates  leave  the  institution  with  senti- 
ments that  bat  ill  aocord  with  tiie  feelinga  and 
(q^inloms  (tf  the  great  nuuBi  of  the  peo^e  of  tiiai 
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Government  from  which  thej  derive  the  meaDS 
of  edne^on,  and  that  mtaj  who  ti^  eommi«- 
Bions  posseM  few  qnalificationa  tanr  the  oommaiid 
of  men,  either  in  war  or  in  p^^ee.  Host  of  the 
membws  of  this  Honse  have  had  more  or  less 
intorconrse  with  these  yoxmg  genflemen,  and  I 
leave  it  for  each  individoal  to  form  his  own 
pinion  of  the  correctness  <tf  the  charges. 
Tlins  mach  I  will  say  for  myself,  that  I  believe 
that  these  and  greater  evils,  are  the  natnral,  if 
not  inevitable,  result  of  the  principles  in  which 
this  institution  is  founded ;  and  any  system  of 
education,  established  upon  similu  principles, 
on  Goveniment  patronage  alone,  will  produce 
like  results^  now  and  forever.  8ir,  wnat  are 
aome  of  these  results  f  By  the  report  of  the 
SecretsiT  irfWar,  dated  Jaunaiy,  1881,  we  are 
Informed  that,  "  by  an  estimate  of  tiie  last  five 
years,  (preoeding  that  date,)  It  appears  that  the 
Kipply  of  the  ani^  from  the  oorps  of  graduated 
caoets  has  averaged  about  twenty-two  annual- 
Ijf  while  those  who  gradnated  are  aboot  forty, 
making  in  each  year  an  excess  of  eighteen. 
The  number  received  annually  into  the  Acade- 
my averages  one  hundred,  of  which  only  the 
number  stated,  to  wit ;  forty,  pass  through  the 
prescribed  coarse  of  education  at  schools,  and 
become  snpernumerary  lieutenants  in  the  ar- 
my." By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
December,  1680,  we  are. informed  that  "the 
number  of  promotions  to  the  army  &om  this 
COTps  for  the  last  five  years,  has  averaged  about 
twmty-two  annually,  while  Hie  nmnbor  of  grad- 
uates has  been  at  an  average  of  forty,  Ihis 
excess^  which  is  annually  increasing,  has  placed 
eighty-seven  in  waiting  until  vacancies  shall 
take  place;  and  Miows  that,  in  the  next  year, 
probably,  and  in  the  sncceeding  one,  certainly, 
there  will  be  an  excess  beyond  what  the  exist- 
law  authorizes  to  l>e  commissioned.  There 
then  be  one  hundred  and  six  supernume- 
rary brevet  second  lieutenants  appurtenant  to 
the  army,  at  an  average  annual  expense  of  |80,- 
000."  Sir,  that  results  here  disclosed  were  not 
antidpated  by  Ur.  Madison,  is  apparent  from  a 
recnrrenoe  to  his  messages  of  1610  and  1811. 

Li  pasiRng  the  law  of  181S  ,boUi  Oongress  soA 
fhe  Prerident  acted  for  the  occasion,  and  they 
eqiected  those  who  should  succeed  them  to  act 
in  a  rimilar  manner.  Their  feelings  of  patriot- 
ism and  resentment  were  aroused,  by  benolding 
the  privileges  of  freemen  wantonly  iavade£ 
our  glorious  stars  and  stripes  diBregarded,  and 
national  and  individual  rights  trammed  in  the 
dust.  The  war  was  pending.  The  neces^ty 
for  increasing  the  military  force  of  the  country 
was  obvious  and  presdng,  and  the  urgent  oocar 
sion  for  increased  fadliraes  for  military  instruc- 
tion equally  apparent. 

Sir,  it  Was  under  drcumstances  like  these, 
when  we  had  not  only  enemies  abroad,  but  I 
blush  to  say,  enemies  at  home,  that  the  institu- 
tion, as  at  present  organized,  had  its  origin.  It 
will  hardly  be  pret^ded  tlutt  it  was  the  ori^- 
nal  d«rign  ct  the  law  to  augment  the  nmnoer 
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of  persons  instructed  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
pnblio  service. 

Vdl,  the  report  of  the  Seeretaxr  shows  that. 
for  five  years  prior  to  1881,  the  Academy  had 
Aimished  ei^tera  supernumeraries  annually. 
A  practical  operation  of  this  character  has  no 
soaotion  in  the  recommendation  of  Hr.  Madi- 
son. The  report  demonstrates,  fhrther,  the 
fruitfblness  and  utility  of  this  institution,  by 
showing  the  iiut,  that  but  two-fifths  of  those 
who  enter  the  Academy  graduate,  and  that  but 
a  fraction  more  than  one-fifth  enter  the  pnblio 
service. 

This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  administration  of 
the  Academy ;  it  is  not  the  fault  of  young  gen- 
tlemen who  are  sent  th««;  on  your  present 
peace  establishment  tiiere  can  be  but  Uttie  to 
stimulate  them,  partioolarly  in  fhe  acqnitition 
of  military  science.  There  can  hardly  be  but 
one  object  in  the  mind  of  the  student,  and  that 
would  be  to  obtain  an  education  for  tho  pur- 
p<»eB  of  civil  lifb..  The  difficulty  is,  that  the 
mstitution  has  outlived  both  the  occasion  that 
called  it  into  existence  and  its  original  design. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  the  Academy 
was  manifestly  enlarged  to  correspond  with  the 
army  and  militia  actually  to  be  called  into  ser- 
vice. Look,  then,  for  a  moment,  at  facts,  and 
observe  with  how  much  wisdom,  Jnstioe,  and 
sound  policy,  yon  retain  the  provisions  of  the 
law  of  1812.  The  total  authorized  force  of 
1818,  after  the  dedoration  of  war,  was  68,264; 
and  in  October,  1814,  the  military  establisli- 
mont  amonnted  to  63,428.  ^  the  act  of  Hardi, 
1816,  the  peace  establishment  was  limited  to 
10,000,  ana  now  hardly  exceeds  that  number. 
Thus  you  make  a  reduction  of  more  than 
60,000  in  your  actual  military  force,  to  accom- 
modate the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  ita 
wants.  And  why  do  yon  reftise  to  do  the  same 
with  your  grand  system  of  public  education  t 
Why  docs  uiat  remahi  unchanged !  Why  not 
reduce  it  at  once,  at  least  to  the  actual  wants 
of  the  service,  and  dispense  with  your  corps  of 
supernumerary  lieutonaDts  ?  Sir,  there  is,  there 
can  be,  but  one  answer  to  the  question,  and 
that  moT  be  found  In  the  war  repOTt  of  1810, 
to  whitoi  I-have  befiHre  had  ooeasion  to  allnde. 
The  Secretary  says^  **  the  cadet  who  cannot  be 
provided  for  in  uie  army  will  retom  to  private 
life ;  but  in  the  event  <^  a  war  their  knowl- 
edge will  not  be  lost  to  the  oountry." 

Indeed,  sir,  these  yonng  gentlemen,  if  they 
could  be  induced  to  toke  the  field,  would,  after 
a  lapse  of  ten  or  fifteen  years,  come  up  from 
the  oar,  or  it  may  be  the  pulpit,  fresh  in  mili- 
tary science,  and  admirably  qualified  for  com- 
mand in  the  &oe  of  an  enemy  1 

The  magazine  of  &cts,  to  prove  at  the  same 
glance  the  extravagance  ana  nnfruitfhlness  of 
uiis  institution,  is  not  eauly  exhausted ;  bnt  I 
am  admonidied  by  the  lateness  of  the  hour  to 
omit  many  consdaentions  which  I  rentrd  as 
both  interesting  and  important.  I  will  only 
detaia  fhe  oonuuittee  to  make  a  dngle  stato- 
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ment,  plaoing  ride  hj  side  some  aggregate  re- 
sults. Thera  has  already  been  eXpeoded  npoa 
the  insUttition  more  than  three  millions  three 
hundred  thoosand  dollars.  Between  181S  and 
1821,  thirteen  hundred  fuid  eighteen  etodents 
were  admitted  into  tbe  Academy;  .and  of  all 
the  cadeb  who  wvn  ever  there,  omy  two  hon- 
dred  and  sixty-fire  randiwd  in  <iie  eervioe  at 
the  Old  of  1880.  Here  are  the  expenses  jou 
hare  fnemred,  and  the  prodncts  jon  have 
realized. 

I  leave  them  to  be  balanced  hj  the  pei^Ie. 
Bn^  fiwmTseU;  bdierfaigasldotliatthe  Arad- 
emy  stan^  forth  as  an  anomaly  among  the 
inatitations  of  this  cotintry ;  tliat  it  is  at  va- 
liance  with  tiie  spirit  if  not  the  letter,  of  the 
ooDstitndon  undo*  which  we  lire :  so  long  as 
this  HoQse  shall  deny  InTestigation  into  its 
principles  and  practical  operation,  I,  as  an  in- 
dividiud  member,  will  refbse  to  appropriate  the 
first  dollar  for  its  support 

Ifr.  OAlcBBELDra  moved  that  the  committee 
riB&  and  report  the  "  bill  for  tiie  saj^ffesrion 
of  Indiaa  hostjUtle^"  and  Uj  the  one  imder 
conrideration  aside. 

Hr.  Baioos  olf}ected  to  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  divi- 
^u}nj  and  Hr.  Fikbob  concladed  his  remarks. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
the  above  bills  to  the  House,  when  the  amend- 
ments to  both  were  sereraUr  concurred  in,  and 
they  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading  and  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

Death  ^  Se-PntidMt  Maditon. 
Vt.  pATToir,  fttmtthe  sdect  oamnittee,  made 
Qie  following  report : 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  bsTing  com- 
municated to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  the  meUn- 
dKdy  iatdlkniae  of  the  death  of  ttietr  iUnsfarious 
sad  tielovea  fUlow-dtisen,  Jaus  Kaiusoii,  of  Yir- 
ginia,  late  Frertdent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
two  Houses  aliaring  In  the  general  gtitf  niiidi  this 
distresabu;  event  must  prodqoe : 

"JU*<M>ed  Ou  StnaU  andSouu  o/Bepretttti- 
atmt  of  Umttd  SUUet  ^  Anmriea  m  Ommtn 
tummbM,  That  the  chairs  of  the  Frealdent  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  tiie  Speaker  of  tlw  House  of  Beine- 
sentatives  be  rimmded  in  blade  daring  the  petmeni 
SBMioii;  and  ^  the  President  of  the  Senjde,  the 
Speaker  of'the  House  of  R^reaentatiTes,  ana  the 
membm  and  t^Soers  of  both  Houses^  wear  tiia  usual 
badge  of  nxHimiog  for  thirty  days. 

"  Retolvtd,  That  it  be  reconunended  to  the  peof^ 
of  the  TTmted  States  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  ann, 
as  movininfc  for  tUrtj  dan. 

**.Scm/m%  IThat  the  Indent  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  reeo- 
lotions  tp  Mrs.  Hadbon,  and  to  assure  her  of  the 
found  respect  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congreas  for 
person  and  character,  and  of  thoir  sinoere  con- 
dolence on  the  late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Prori- 
dtnoe.*' 

The  report  and  resoluticms  w«e  ocmcurred 
in  unanimously. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Bbuoo. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 
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UoKDAT,  July  4. 
Texat  Indepmdmee. 
lir.  Mason,  of^H^^ie,  from  the  Committee 
on  Fcn^gn  Af&in,  made  a  report  in  relation 
to  the  affiiirs  of  Texas,  aooompanSed  by  the  foU 
lowing  resolutions : 

*<  1.  Suolmd,  That  the  Independence  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  at^owledged  by  the  United  States, 
whenever  satisfactory  toformation  has  been  receired 
that  It  lias  in  aueoessful  operation  a  eMl  Govern- 
ment, capable  of  peifonning  the  datiea  and  fidSUIng 
the  obllgatioos  of  an  Independent  power. 

"  S.  Retolved,  That  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 

esreeive  with  utiafaction  that  the  Preaidant  of  tlie 
nited  States  has  adopted  measures  to  ^a^rtmfn 
the  poBtioal,  mOUarj,  and  efidl  condition  of  Texas.** 

Ifr.  AsAJCB  moved  to  1^  the  report  and  re- 
solutions on  the  taUe.  ST^atived — yeas  4^ 
nays  108. 

Ur.  FxTTW  demanded  the  previons  qnestirai 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  VnxuiCB,  of  North  Garolina,  thought  it 
not  necessary,  and  he  therefore  be^ed  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  it 

Ur.  Pkytoit  refused,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  time  to  discuss  the  subject  ' 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
80,  noee  not  counted. 

Mr.  Hardin  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Adaus  called  for  a  division  of  the  que»- 
Uoa. 

The  questi<m  was  talcen  on  the  first  resolution, 
and  was — ^yeas  128,  nays  20,  as  follows : , 

Teas.— Messrs.  Ash,  Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Booldln, 
Boyd,  Bnndi,  Bynnm,  J.  Calboon,  W.  B.  Callioun, 
Cambreleng,  Cur,  Carter,  Casey,  O.  Chambers, 
Ohaoe^  Gbipuan,  Chapin,  K.  H.  Claiborne,  Cle?e- 
land,  C<rffee,  Ctms,  Cumor,  Cnsldnff,  Cnshmao, 
Dariington,  Oeanj,  Bickerson,  Doublraay,  Buulap, 
Forester,  French,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Oar< 
land,  B.  Oariand,  (Hlet,  Granger,  Griffin,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  6.  Hsnison, 
Haynes,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Bunt,  Huntington,  Buntaman,  Ingeraoll, 
Ingham,  J,  Jackson,  B.  K.  Johnson,  0.  Jmnson, 
H. Johnson,  J.W.Jones,  ELinnard,  Lane,  Lawler, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lew^,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  J.  Hann,  Martin,  J,  T.  Mason,  "Vf.  Mason,  Mau* 
ry,  Hav,  BcCarty,  HcEay,  HcKennan,  McEim,  Ho- 
Luie,  Mercer,  Ifiiler,  MUMgan,  Honteomery,  Hor- 
gan,  Uorris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  Patton,  F.  F«rce,  PetUgrew,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pinckney,  Bencher,  John  Beynolds,  Kijdey, 
Robertson,  Beyers,  Seymour,  A.  H.  Sheppeid, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Btorer,  Botheriand,  Taliafen-o,  Hiomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Underwood,  Ward, 
Washington,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  WUttlesey,  L. 
WilUams,  S.  WiUiams— 128. 

Kat*.— Uesm.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bdley,  Beale, 
Clark,  Ciane.  Grennell,  H.  Hail,  Hazeltbie,  Jarris, 
Lawrenoe,  Unooln,  Love,  D.  J.  Pearce,  FhlD^ 
Potts,  Beed,  BosseD,  Blade,  Vmton— 2a 

So  tlM  fint  Teaoihitiai  was  adopted. 
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The  question  was  tiirai  taken  on  the  aeoond 
resolntionf  and  was— jeas  118,  naja 

Oikmoti«i  irf  ]&.  B.  IL  Jotmoir,  tiie  Honae 
took  up  the  Jc^nt  resolution  from  the  Senate 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  the  nsaal  message,  and  the  oommit- 
tee  (m  the  part  d  the  Hoiue  was  ordered  to 
ooiuiflt  (tf  two. 


[Jnx,  1886. 


Diteharffe  C<mmiU«e$. 

On  motion  of  Hunor,  all  the  oomndttees 
ot  the  House  wve  disoharged  from  the  fiurther 
consideration  of  looh  saqeotB  aa  had  been  re- 
ferred to  tliem  and  had  not  been  acted  on. 

ICr.  B.  M.  Jomnov,  from  the  select  Joint 
oommittee  appointed  to  wut  on  the  Freodent 
of  the  United  States,  made  the  usual  report. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Pabxxb,  at  a  o'do^ 

Hie  Honse  adjourned,  Hne  die. 
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TWESTT-FOUBTH  C0irGEESS.-fiEC01ID  SESSM, 


PBOOEEDINQS  m  THE  SENATE. 


VoNDAT,  Decemtwr  6,  1886. 

Th»  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'cloclc,  M. 
Tha  Vice  Fbuidkni  took  the  chair,  and  the 
following  Senators  appeared  in  their  Beats, 

viz, : 

Kr.  BnaeLBB,  from  Hidne ;  Messrs,  Hubbabi> 
and  Fags,  from  New  Ha^tshire ;  Messrs.  Pssh- 
nss  and  Swift,  frinn  Vermont;  Ur.  Dxyib, 
from  Haasaohnsetts ;  Messrs.  "Ksaam  and  Bob- 
Bnm,  from  Bhode  Idand;  lIoBsra.  "Sma  and 
ToHuirsoN,  from  Oomieotioat;  iCr.  "Vmsm, 
from  New  York ;  Messrs.  Socthabd  and 
Wjxi.,  from  New  Jcrsej ;  Messrs.  Buohaitan 
and  MoKkas,  from  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Batakd, 
from  Delaware;  Mr.  Kent,  from  Maryland; 
Mr.  BiTBS,  from  Virginia;  Mr.  Kiiio,  from 
Geo^a;  Mmsts.  Ewinq  and  Monms,  from 
Ohio;  Messrs.  Glat  and  Obittkndbh,  from 
Kentucky ;  Messrs.  GninimT  and  Whitb,  from 
Tennessee;  Messrs.  Hxkdbicks  and  Tipton, 
from  Indiana;  Messrs.  BoBrasoir  and  Ewraa, 
from  Ulinoia;  Messrs.  Exwa  and  Moobk,  from 
iUabama';  Mr,  Valkkb,  from  IBBriarippi; 
Uessra.  BisTOir  and  Ltnk,  from  Mlaaoaii 

ytr.  Behtok  presented  the  credentials  of 
Messrs.  Tuvum  and  Bktisb,  Senators  elect  from 
the  new  State  of  Arkansas,  and  tliey  were  quali- 
fied and  took  their  seats. 

The  following  resolntion  was  offered  t> j  Mr. 
BxHToir,  and  adopted : 

SeMolted,  fbat  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain  tbe 
dassM  Inirtildi  the  Senators  irf' the  State  ^  AAansas 
flIiaU  be  inserted,  in  oonfonnhy  whh  the  raeolntion  of 
Hn  14th  of  Iby,  1780,  and  as  the  eonslitQtlon  le- 
qniies. 

Ordgrod,  That  the  Secretary  pat  into  tiie  ballot 
box  three  ptpets,  of  equal  size,  otiinbered  1,  2,  8. 
Each  of  the  Senatars  from  the  State  of  Arkansas 
■hail  draw  oat  one  paper.  Kumber  1,  If  drawn, 
shall  entitle  the  member  to  be  placed  in  the  class 
of  Beaaton  whose  term  of  service  win  expire  the 
Sd  day  of  March,  183T ;  nomber  S  In  the  class 
whose  term  will  ex^  the  8d  day  of  Ibrch,  1839  ; 
and  nnmber  8  In  ue  class  whose  term  iriU  ezjrire 
the  8d  day  of  March,  1841. 

It  was  aooordingl7  so  detemdned,  hy  lot^ 


that  Mr.  Sktub's  term  shonld  expire  in  1887, 

and  Mr.  Fulton's  in  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  a  committee  was 
ordered  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  on  a  joint  committee  of  both  Honses, 
to  wmt  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  a  qnorom  of  both  Houses 
of  Oon^;resB  are  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive 
from  him  BQoh  commnnieataoa  as  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make. 

ICessis.  CterasT  and  Bwm  wwe  appointed 
by  the  Ohair  members  of  said  oomndttee,  <» 
thepart  of  the  Senate. 

The  Ohaib  presented  the  following  Jetter  of* 
resignation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate : 

WASBTHOTOir,  December  8, 1886. 

Sir:  I  herewith  resign  the  office  of  SeoKtary  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Having  SO  long  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
Senate,  and  eojoyed  sach  con^ned  and  friendly 
intercoorse  with  its  members,  it  is  with  feeUn^  of 
deep  and  painfiil  sensibility  I  now  separate  from 
them ;  and  these  feelings  are  greatly  Increased, 
when  I  reflect  on  the  conrtesy  and  kiadoess  I  have 
received  from  yoorsel^  as  the  presidiog  officer  of 
the  Senate,  and  on  the  uniform  and  nnbroken  con- 
fidence and  friendship  wluch  have  for  so  many 
yean  gobsiBted  between  us.  No  length  of  time  or 
diange  of  eircnmstances  will  ever  emee  from  my 
mind  the  recoUeotions  growing  out  of  these  aasod- 
ations ;  and  Z  shall  always  rqoice  to  bear  of  your 
prosperity  and  happiaess,  and  of  that  of  every 

member  of  the  Senate.     

WALTER  LOWKUB. 

Hon.  Martik  Vur  BintEK, 

Ftes  Pnridm<  o/th«  Umted  State$ 

and  Pntident  of  the  StnaU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bekton,  it  was 
Ordendy  Hut  the  Chief  Clerk  ttf  the  Senate  per- 
form the  daUea  of  Secretary  tin  a  Secretary  dull 
be  appointed. 

Mr.  Maohev  ftooordingly  took  the  usual  req- 
uisite oath. 


TtnsDAT,  December  6. 
The  annnal  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received,  ami  read  by  tl^ 
aodng  Beoretaiy ; 
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t(^to»-eitian»  of  the  Senate 

aad  Itoute  of  RepretenioHvet : 
Addieasing  to  yoa  the  last  annoal  Uessage  I  shall 
ever  present  to  the  Congress  of  the  XTnltea  States, 
It  is  a  source  of  the  most  heartfdt  satis&ction  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  joa  on  the  high  state  of 
proiiperity  which  oar  bdored  coontry  haa  attained. 
With  no  causes  at  home  or  abroad  to  lessen  the  con- 
fidence with  which  we  look  to  the  future  for  continu- 
ing proofs  of  the  o^Mcity  ot  our  free  institutions  to 
produce  all  tiie  fraits  of  ^>od  goremment,  the  general 
condition  of  our  aBhirs  may  well  exdte  our  national 
l»ide. 

I  cannot  aroid  c<»igratulattng  you,  and  my  country 
porticularly,  on  the  succes  of  t£e  efforts  made  during 
my  odrainistratioa  by  the  Executive  and  Legislature, 
in  conformity  with  the  sfnoere,  constant,  and  earnest 
desire  of  the  people,  to  maintain  peace,  and  establish 
cordial  relaUons  with  all  foreira  powers.  Our  grati- 
tude is  dne  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Univerae, 
and  I  invite  you  to  uime  with  me  in  oSenag  to  him 
fervent  supplication,  that  bis  providential  care  may 
ever  be  extended  to  those  ^o  follow  as,  enabling 
them  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  the  horrors  of  war, 
consistently  with  a  just  and  indispensable  regard  to 
the  rights  and  honor  of  our  country.  But,  although 
tho  present  state  of  our  fbrdgn  affairs,  standing 
nithoat  Important  change  as  they  did  when  you  sepa- 
rated in  Jiuy  last,  is  flattering  In  the  extreme,  I  rccrct 
to  say  that  many  questions  of  an  Interesting  crax- 
acter,  at  issue  wiUi  other  powers,  are  yet  una^usted. 
Amongst  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  that  of  onr 
iutrth-ea«tem  boundary.  With  fOi  undiminished  confi- 
•  draioe  in  the  tincere  desire  of  his  Britannio  Uajesty's 
Government  to  acljast  Umt  questira,  I  am  not  yet  in 
possesion  of  the  precise  grounds  upon  which  it  pro- 
poses a  satisfactory  adjustment. 

With  IVonce,  our  diplomatic  relaUons  have  been 
resumed,  and  under  circumstances  which  attest  the 
disposition  of  both  GoTemments  to  preserve  a  mu- 
tutdly  beneficial  intercourse,  and  foster  those  amicable 
feelings  which  are  so  strongly  required  by  the  true 
interest  of  the  two  coontrica.  With  Russia,  Austria, 
Fnisua,  N^iles,  Sweden,  and  DomnaA,  the  best  un- 
derstanding exists,  and  our  commercial  tntercoune  is 
gradually  expanding  itself  with  them.  It  is  encour- 
aged in  oIT  these  countries,  except  Naples,  by  their 
mutually  advantageoQS  and  Ubetal  treaty  snptdatlons 
with  us. 

The  claims  of  onr  dtiienfl  on  Portugal  &re  admitted 
to  be  just,  but  provision  for  tho  payment  of  tiiem  has 
been  unfortunotdy  delayed  by  frequent  political 
changes  in  that  kingdom. 

The  blessings  of  peace  have  not  been  sccored  by 
^ain.  Our  oonncctiona  with  that  country  ore  on  the 
best  footing,  with  the  exception  of  the  burdens  still 
imposed  upim  our  commeroe  iridi  ber  posBesrions 
ont  of  Europe. 

The  chiims  of  American  dtizeiu  for  losses  sostalncd 
at  the  bombardment  of  Antwerp,  have  been  presented 
to  the  Governments  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  and  wilt 
be  pressed,  in  due  season,  to  settlement. 

With  Brazil,  and  all  our  neighbors  of  this  conti- 
nent, we  continue  to  maintain  relations  of  amity  and 
concord,  extending  our  commerce  with  them  as  far  as 
the  resources  of  the  people  and  the  policy  of  their 
Governments  will  permit.  The  Just  and  long-stand- 
ing claims  of  our  citizens  upon  some  of  them  are 
yet  sources  of  dissatisfaction  and  complaint.  Ko 
danger  is  qwrebendcd,  however,  that  they  will  not  be 
peuefUly,  altboiig^  tardily,  aclmnriedged  md  paid 
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by  all,  unless  the  irritating  eSbct  of  her  struggle  with 
Texas  should  unfortunately  make  onr  immediate 
neighbor,  Mexico,  an  exception. 

It  is  already  known  to  yon,  by  the  correapondcnce 
between  the  two  Goveruments  commanicated  at  yonr 
lost  sesdon,  tliat  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that 
Btru^le  is  regulated  by  the  same  principles  that 
governed  us  in  the  dispute  between  Spain  and  Mexico 
herself ;  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  found,  on  the  most 
severe  scrutiny,  that  our  acts  have  strictiy  corre- 
sponded with  our  pnrfessfODS.  That  the  InhaMtantg 
cn  tho  United  States  should  feel  strong  prepoaBcssiooa 
for  the  one  party,  Is  not  sorpri^ng.  But  this  cir- 
cumstance should,  of  itself,  teach  us  great  caution, 
lest  it  lead  us  into  the  great  error  of  suffering  public 
policy  to  be  regulated  by  partiality  or  pr^uiUcc ;  and 
there  are  considerations  connected  with  the  pos^ttle 
result  of  this  contest  between  the  two  parties  of  so 
much  delicacy  and  importance  to  the  United  States, 
that  onr  chanctcr  requires  that  we  should  neither 
anticipate  events,  nor  attempt  to  control  fbem.  The 
known  desire  of  the  Tcxans  to  become  a  part  of  onr 
system,  although  its  gratification  depends  upon  the 
reconcilement  of  vanoua  and  conflicting  interests, 
necessarily  a  work  of  time,  and  uncertain  in  itself,  is 
calculated  to  expose  our  conduct  to  misconstruction 
in  the  eyes  of  the  worid.  There  sre  already  those 
who,  indifferent  to  prinraple  themselves,  and  prone 
to  suspect  tho  want  of  it  In  others,  charge  us  with 
ambitious  deitigns  and  fauddkms  policy.  Ton  wiU 
perceive  by  the  accompanying  documents,  that  the 
extraordinary  mission  from  Mexico  has  been  termi- 
nated, on  the  sole  grounds  that  the  obligations  of  this 
Government  to  il^lf  and  to  Mexico,  under  treaty 
stipulations,  have  compelled  me  to  trust  a  discre- 
tionary authority  to  a  hi|4i  officer  of  our  army,  to 
advance  Into  territory  claimed  as  port  of  Texas,  If 
necessary,  to  protect  our  own  or  tho  neighboring 
frontier  from  Indian  depredation.  In  the  opinion  <a 
the  Mexican  functionary,  who  has  just  left  us,  the 
honor  of  his  country  will  bo  wounded  by  American 
soldiers  entering,  witii  the  most  amicable  avowed  pur- 
poses, upon  ground  from  which  the  ftdlowers  of  VSt 
Gorernment  nave  been  expelled,  and  over  wfaicfa 
tiicre  Is  at  present  no  certainty  of  a  serious  e^rt  on 
its  port  being  made  to  re-estaUish  Its  dominion.  The 
departure  of  this  minister  was  the  more  singular,  as 
he  was  apprised  that  the  sufficiency  of  the  causes 
os^gned  for  the  advance  of  our  troops  by  the  com- 
manding general  bad  been  serionsly  doubted  by  roe, 
and  that  then  was  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
troops  of  the  TTnited  States,  their  commander  havii^; 
had  time  to  ascertain  die  'truth  or  falsehood  of  tiie 
information  upon  which  they  had  been  marched  to 
Nacogdoches,  would  be  either  there  In  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  admitted  to  be  just  in  his 
conference  irith  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  Mexi- 
can minister  himsdf,  or  were  already  withdrawn  in 
consequence  of  the  impressive  warnings  their  com- 
manding officer  liad  received  from  the  Department 
of  War,  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  his  Govern- 
ment wiU  tako  a  more  dispassionate  and  just  view  of 
this  subject,  and  not  be  disposed  to  construe  a  meas- 
ure of  justifiable  precaution,  made  necessary  by  its 
known  inability  In  executitm  of  the  atipnlations  of 
our  treaty  to  act  opoo  the  fhmtier,  Into  an  enoroadi- 
ment  upon  Us  rights  or  stain  upon  its  honor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ancient  complaints  of  In- 
justice, made  on  behalf  of  our  citizens,  are  disregarded, 
and  new  causes  of  diasatis&otion  have  arisen,  some 
of  than  of  a  ehinuiter  reqninag  pcoB^it  raDKBStaoice, 
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and  unple  and  immeduite  redresa.  I  trust,  however, 
by  tempering  firmoeas  with  courtesy,  and  acting  with 
^eat  forbeannoe  opoa  every  inddent  that  has  occur- 
red, or  thiU  may  h^pen,  to  do  and  to  obtain  justice, 
and  thus  annd  the  neoeesity  of  again  bringing  this 
subject  to  the  view  of  Congresa. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind  yon  that  no  provision  has 
been  made  to  execute  our  treaty  wita  Mexico  for 
tracit^  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  coontries. 
Whatever  may  be  the  prospect  of  Mexico's  soon 
Iteing  able  to  ueeute  the  treaty  on  its  part,  it  is 
proper  that  we  dunild  be,in  anddpaUon,  pr^Kired  at 
all  times  to  perfonn  our  oUJeathmB,  wUboat  iq;ard 
to  the  probable  oondidon  of  tihose  with  vhon  we 
have  contracted  them. 

The  result  of  the  confidential  inquiries  made  into 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  newly  declared 
Texan  Oovemment,  will  be  communicated  to  yon  in 
the  course  of  the  session. 

Ctanmmial  b«atiea,  promiaiog  great  advantages 
to  oar  enterprisiog  tnercfaants  and  navigatora,  bvre 
been  formed  with  uie  distant  Govenunents  of  Muscat 
and  Siiun.  The  ratifications  have  been  exclianged, 
but  have  not  reached  the  Department  of  State. 
Copies  of  the  treaties  will  be  transmitted  to  you,^  if 
received  before,  or  published,  if  arriving  after,  the 
dose  of  the  present  Karioa  of  Congress. 

Kotlung  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  good  undcr- 
standing  that  has  long  existed  with  tiie  Bsrbary  Powers, 
nor  to  check  the  good  will  which  is  gradoidly  grow? 
ing  up  in  our  intercourse  with  the  dominions  <»  the 
Government  of  the  iiifttTigtili^i^  ctuef  of  &fl  Ottoman 
Empire. 

Information  has  been  received  at  the  Department 
of  State,  that  a  treaty  with  the  bnperor  of  Morocco 
has  just  been  negotiated,  wfaidi,  I  Dope,  vUl  be  re- 
ceived in  time  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  previous 
to  the  close  of  the  seauon. 

You  will  pwceive,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  tiiat  the  financial  means  of  the 
country  continue  to  keep  pace  with  its  improvement 
in  all  odier  respects.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
dining  the  presoit  year  will  amount  to  about 
|4?,691,898 ;  those  from  customs  being  estimated 
at  1^2,528,161 ;  those  from  lands  at  about  (24,000,- 
000;  and  ^e  residua  from  miaeeUaoeooa  sooices. 
The  ezpeoditarea  for  all  otgects  during  the  year  are 
estimated  not  to  exceed  $32,000,000,  which  will  leave 
t  balance  in  the  Treasury  for  public  purposes,  on  the 
1st  dar  of  Jannary  next,  of  aboirt  9*1,788,960.  Hiis 
mn,  irith  tba  ezcepUrai  of  fire  nd^ons,  iriO  be  tnns- 
ietred  to  tbe  several  States,  in  aoooraanee  with  the 
provisions  of  tbe  act  regulating  tbe  deposits  of  the 
public  money. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  on  the 
Ist  day  of  January  next,  are  estinuUed  at  $14,686,- 
088,  ezeeedii^  by  $9,686,062,  the  araonDt  irtddi  will 
be  left  in  the  deposit  banks,  subject  to  the  draft  of 
tbe  Treasurer  of  Uie  United  States,  after  tiie  contem- 
plated transfers  to  tbe  several  States  are  made.  If, 
therefore,  the  future  receipts  should  not  be  suffldent 
to  meet  these  outstanding  and  future  appropriations, 
there  may  be  soon  a  necessity  to  use  a  portion  of  the 
fmds  depoated  with  tbe  States.  - 

The  conseqnenoes  apprehended  when  the  depodt 
act  of  tbe  lut  sesdau  rrodved  ■  reluotant  ^)|»0Tal, 
have  been  measoraUyreiiiied.  Though  an  act  merdy 
tat  the  deposit  of  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  United 
States  in  toe  State  treasoriea  for  safekeeping,  until 
tbey  may  be  wanted  tor  the  serrioe  of  toe  Oeneial 
fioremmait,  it  hn  bean  extorin^  qnkfla  of  as  an 


act  to  give  the  money  to  the  several  States,  and  toey 
have  been  advised  to  use  it  as  a  gift,  witoout  regard 
to  the  means  i£  refunding  it  when  called  for.  Such 
a  sunestlon  has  doobtlees  been  made  without  a  duo 
consideration  of  tbe  obligation  of  tbe  dqtodt  act, 
and  without  a  proper  attention  to  the  various  prin- 
ciples and  interests  wludi  are  affected  by  it  It  Is 
manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot  sanction  such  a 
suggestion,  and  that,  as  it  now  stands,  the  States  have 
no  more  authority  to  receive  and  use  these  deposits, 
without  intending  to  return  them,  than  any  ^>oeit 
bank,  or  any  individual  tmponuily  diarged  wito  tbe 
saffr^eeidng  or  application  the  public  money  would 
now  have  for  ctmverting  the  same  to  their  private 
use,  without  the  consent  and  against  tbe  will  of  the 
Govenutient.  But  independentiy  of  the  violation  of 
public  faith  and  moral  obligation  which  are  involved 
in  this  suggestion,  when  examined  in  reference  to  the 
terms  of  the  present  dqxwit  act,  it  is  believed  that  tbe 
ocmaiderationa  which  should  govern  tbe  fidare  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  on  this  subject  will  be  equally  conchi- 
mve  against  the  adoption  of  any  measure  re<K)gnidng 
too  principles  on  which  the  suggestion  has  been  made. 

Considering  toe  intimate  connection  of  toe  subject 
wito  toe  finonf^ial  interests  of  toa  country,  and  its 
great  importance  in  whatever  aspect  It  can  be  viewed, 
I  have  bestowed  upon  it  the  most  aniioua  reflection, 
and  fisel  it  to  be  my  do^  to  state  to  Congress  sodi 
thoughts  as  have  ooourred  to  ma,  to  aid  their  ddibeia- 
tion  in  treating  it  in  toe  manner  best  calcotated  to 
conduce  to  the  common  good. 

The  experience  of  otoer  nations  admonished  us  to 
hasten  toe  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt ;  but 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  hare  congratulated  eadi 
other  upon  the  disappearance  of  this  evil.  If  we  do 
not  guard  sgainst  toe  equally  great  one  of  promoting 
toe  unnecessary  accumulation  of  public  revenue.  No 
political  maxim  is  better  estaUisbed  than  that  which 
tells -US  that  an  improvident  expenditure  of  money  is 
the  parent  of  profligacy,  and  that  no  people  can  hc^ 
to  perpetuate  their  liberties,  who  long  acquiesce  in  a 
poUcy  which  taxes  toem  for  olyects  not  necessary  to 
toe  intimate  and  real  wants  of  their  Qovemment. 
Flattenng  as  is  the  condition  of  onr  country  at  the 
present  period,  because  of  its  unexampled  advance 
in  all  the  steps  of  sodal  and  political  improvement, 
it  cannot  be  dieguised  that  toere  is  a  luriting  danger 
already  q)parent  in  toe  n^Iect  of  this  warning  tntfh, 
and  tlut  thia  time  has  arrived  when  toe  representatives 
of  the  people  should  be  employed  in  deridng  soma 
mm  ^iiwopii^  remedy  than  now  exists,  to  avert  it. 

Under  oar  present  revenue  systCTi,  toere  is  every 
probability  that  toere  will  continue  to  be  a  surplus 
beyond  toe  wants  of  the  Government ;  and  it  has 
become  our  duty  to  dedde  whetoer  such  a  result  be 
consistent  wito  toe  true  otfjects  of  our  Govenunent. 

Should  a  surplus  be  permitted  to  accnrntilato  be* 
Tond  the  appropriations,  it  must  be  retained  in  the 
Treasury  as  it  now  is,  or  distributed  among  toe  peo- 
ple of  toe  States. 

To  retain  it  in  the  Treasury,  unemployed  in  any 
way,  is  impracticable.  It  la,  besides,  against  the 
genius  of  onr  free  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults 
toe  treasure  of  the  nation.  To  take  ftom  toe  people 
tbe  rigbt  of  bearing  arms,  and  put  their  wetQwns  <^ 
defence  in  the  hands  of  a  standing  anny,  would  be 
■caredy  more  dangerona  to  thdr  liberties,  than  to 
permit  the  Oovemment  to  accumulate  immense 
amounts  of  treasure  beyond  toe  supplies  necessary 
to  ita  legitimate  wants.  Such  a  traasnre  would 
donbtUss  be  enpIoTed  at  aome  tinu^  as  it  hai  beta 
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in  other  countries,  when  opportunity  tempted  ambi- 
tion. 

To  collect  it  merely  for  distribodon  to  the  Statee, 
irould  aeem  to  be  hi^jr  impolitie,  if  pot  u  daogeroos 
as  the  propoutipn  to  retain  it  in  tbe  Tnaatj.  The 
shortest  reflection  most  aatisf;  every  one  that,  to 
require  the  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  Government 
merely  that  tbey  may  be  paid  back  again,  is  eporting 
wiHi  tiie  substantial  interasta  of  the  country,  and  no 
system  which  produces  such  a,  result  can  be  expected 
to  receive  the  pubiio  eoantenaooe.  Notfaitig  oonld 
be  gained  by  it,  even  if  each  indi^nal  who  contrib- 
uted a  portion  (tf  the  tax  ooold  receive  back  promptiy 
the  same  portion.  Bat,  it  isi^tarent,  tliat  no  sjrtem 
of  the  khid  can  ever  be  enforced,  which  will  not 
abe^  a  considerable  portion  of  the  money  to  be  dis- 
tribated  in  salaiies  aodconunisrions  to  the  agents  em- 
^oyed  In  the  proeen,  and  in  the  vaiiou  loaaeA  and 
dq>reciadoiuidiidi  arise  from  other  caoseB;  and  the 
imetical  effect  of  sudi  an  attempt  must  ever  be  to 
burden  the  people  witit  taxes,  not  for  putpoees  bene- 
fldal  to  them,  but  to  swell  the  profits  of  deport 
banka,  and  support  a  band  of  useless  public  ofiScers. 

A  distaribuUon  to  the  people  is  impracticable  and 
unjust  in  other  req>ectB.  It  would  be  taking  one 
man's  property,  and  mving  it  to  another.  Such 
would  be  we  unavoidable  r^ilt  of  a  rule  of  equality, 
(and  ncme  other  is  qxdran  of;  or  would  be  Uketyto  be 
adopted,)  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  mode  by  which  the 
amount  of  the  individual  contnbotions  of  our  citisens 
to  the  public  revenue  can  be  asoertained.  We  know 
that  they  contribate  unequally  ;  and  a  rule,  therefore, 
that  would  distribute  to  them  «oiuiUy,  would  be  liable 
to  all  the  oUMtions  which  apply  to  the  principle  of 
an  equal  divMon  of  proper^.  To  make  the  Qenerel 
Government  the  instrument  of  carrying  this  odious 
prindple  into  effect,  would  he  at  once  to  destroy  the 
means  of  its  usefulness  and  change  the  character  de- 
igned for  it .  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution. 

Bnt  tbe  more  extended  and  it^uriousooneequenoee 
likely  to  result  from  e  poU«y  which  would  collect  a 
Buiiuna  revraiue  foe  the  purpoee  of  distributing  it, 
may  be  forcibly  illuBtntted  by  an  examination  of  the 
effects  already  produced  by  tiie  present  depoat  act 
This  act,  although  certainly  designed  to  secure  the 
safe-keeping  of  ue  public  revenue,  is  not  entirely  free 
in  its  t^dendes  from  any  of  the  objoctions  which 
^ply  to  this  principle  of  distribution.  The  Qovem- 
ment  bad,  witixout  neoeseity,  received  from  the  people 
a  large  aiirplug,  which,  instead  of  being  emidoyed  as 
beretofore,  and  returned  to  &em  hj  means  of  the 
public  expenditure,  was  depo(dtcd  witii  sundry  banks, 
llic  banks  proceeded  to  m^e  loans  upon  this  surplus, 
end  thus  converted  it  into  banking  capital ;  ami  in 
this  manner  it  has  tended  to  multiply  bank  charters, 
and  haa  had  a  great  agency  in  produdng  a  spirit  of 
wild  qiecnlatioo.  ThepoaBesrionandnBoof  thoprc^ 
«r(y  out  of  vhicb  thia  surplus  was  created  bdonged 
to  the  people ;  bnt  tbe  Government  has  transferred 
its  poasessioa  to  incorporated  banks,  whose  interest 
and  eSort  U  is  to  make  large  profits  out  of  its  use. 
This  process  need  only  be  stated  to  show  its  lijustice 
andbadpdiey. 

And  the  same  obeervations  apply  to  the  influence 
which  1$  produced  by  the  steps  necessary  to  collect  as 
well  as  to  distribute  such  a  revenue.  Aboot  three- 
fifths  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  are  paid  in  tbe  dty 
of  New  Yoik ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  means  to  pay 
those  duties  are  drawn  frtnn  every  quarter  of  the 
Union.  Every  dtiaen  In  evoy  SUto,  vho  purchases 
and  ooDgnnm  an  aitide  vliidi  has  pild  a  di^  ftt  tlii( 
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port,  contributes  to  the aeenmiilating  maas.  llwBar- 
plus  collected  there,  must,  therefcm,  be  made  up  of 
numejn  or  immerty  vrithdrawn  from  other  points  and 
otlier  States.  the  wealth  and  busineaB  of  eveiy 
region  from  which  theee  snrplns  funda  proceed,  must 
be  to  some  extent  iqjured,  while  that  of  the  place 
vben  the  fimds  are  concentrated  and  are  employed 
in  banking  are  prc^rtionably  extended.  But  both 
in  making  the  transfer  of  the  funds  whidi  are  first 
necessary  to  pay  the  duties  and  collect  the  surplus, 
and  in  mahiDig  the  re^ranafrr  vhidi  beoomeaneoeiaair 
when  the  time  arrives  fat  the  dlstribotioB  ct'  that 
surplus,  tiierelsaoondderable  period  when  the  flinda 
cannot  be  brought  into  use ;  and  it  is  manifest  that, 
beudes  the  loss  inevitable  from  such  an  opentiioay 
its  tendendes  is  to  produce  floctuations  In  the  busi- 
nees  of  the  oountry,  which  are  always  invdnotive  of 
speculation,  and  detrimental  to  tbe  intereete  of  rega- 
lar  trade.  Aignmeot  can  aeaioely  be  necoaMiy  to 
show  that  a  measure  of  this  character  ou^  not  to 
receive  further  Ic^slative  enoouragement. 

By  "iwiplnipg  the  practical  operation  the  ratio 
for  distribution  adopted  in  tbe  depodt  bill  of  the 
last  session,  we  shall  discover  other  features  that  ap- 
pear equally  otgectionable.  Let  it  be  assumed,  for  the 
sake  of  aivument,  that  the  surplus  moneys  to  be  de- 
ported with  the  States  have  been  eidleoted  and  belot« 
to  them  in  tiie  ratio  of  their  federal  representative 
population — an  assumption  founded  np«i  the  Act 
that  any  deficiencies  in  our  future  revenue  from  int- 
poate  and  public  landa  must  be  made  up  by  direct  taxes 
collected  from  the  States  in  that  ratio.  It  is  proposed 
to  distribute  tiie  surplus,  say  (30,000,000,  not  accord* 
ing  to  the  ratio  in  which  U  has  been  oolleoted  and 
belongs  to  tiie  peoide  of  the  States,  bat  in  tiiat  of 
their  votes  in  the  coD^^  of  eleotma  Freridoit 
and  Tloe  Frerfdent  Tba  eS^  of  a  ^stribution  of 
that  ratio  is  shown  by  the  annexed  tsble,  marked  A. 

By  an  examination  of  that  table,  it  wUl  be  perceiv- 
ed that  in  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  of  990,00(^000 
upon  that  batds,  there  is  a  great  oqiartBie  from  the 
prindple  whidi  r^azda  rwircaentatiMi  as  the  true 
measure  of  taxation ;  and  it  will  be  fomui  that  the 
tendency  of  that  departure  will  be  to  increase  what- 
ever inequalities  have  been  supposed  to  attend  the 
opoiation  of  our  federal  system  in  respect  to  its  bear- 
ings upon  the  different  interests  of  the  Union.  In 
mi^ung  the  baEOS  of  representation  the  bens  of  taxar 
tion,  £e  .frameiB  of  the  constitution  intended  to 
equalize  the  burdens  whicb  are  neoeasary  to  support 
the  Oovenuneot;  and  the  adoption  of  that  ratio, 
while  it  aoccHnpIished  this  olyect,  was  idso  the  means 
of  adjusting  otiier  great  topics  ariuug  out  of  the  con- 
flicting views  reqtecting  the  politiosT  equality  of  the 
various  members  of  the  o(Hifederacy.  Whatever, 
therefore  disturbs  the  liberal  spirit  oif  the  compro- 
mises which  established  a  rule  of  taxation  ao  just  and 
equitable,  and  iriudi  experience  has  proved  to  be  a* 
well  ads|>ted  to  the  getuus  and  habita  of  our  pecqil^ 
should  be  received  with  tbe  greatest  cantzoo  and 
distrust 

A  bare  inn>ecticii,  in  the  annexed  table,  of  the  dif- 
ferences produced  by  the  ratio  used  in  the  depotit 
act  compared  with  tibe  results  of  a  distribatton  accord- 
ing to  the  ratio  of  direct  tazatiw,  muat  satisfy  eveij 
unprejudiced  mind  that  the  fonner  ratio  contravenes 
tbe  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  produces  a  d^iee 
of  injustice  in  the  operatioQ  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment whidi  would  be  iktal  to  the  hope  of  perpetuating 
it.  By  the  ratio  of  direct  tax^i(Hi,  for  example,  the 
State  of  Ddawiive,tnti»€olleDtltnfif  •W,000,000 
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of  reTMioe,  would  pay  into  the  treasnry  $188,716  ; 
and  in  the  diatribnUon  of  |80,000,000  she  wonid  re- 
erire  back  ftom  the  Govsmment,  accotding  to  the 
ntio  of  the  depoat  bilL  the  Bum  itf  |80e,lSa ;  and 
liiBflar  resolti  would  fbUow  tiie  oomparison  between 
the  aoaall  and  the  large  8tat«a  throi^hoiit  the  Union ; 
thofl  roaliang  to  the  email  Statee  an  advantage  which 
woold  be  doubtien  as  onaooeptable  to  them  as  a  mo- 
tive far  hKXfpoisting  the  principle  in  say  e]rBtem 
wbkk  wosld  produce  it,  as  it  would  be  inctmaistent 
vftfi  tbe  ri(^  and  ezpeotatfcniB  <^  the  la^  States. 
It  was  ecftaini J  the  intention  of  that  proTision  of  tbe 
eonsthatioQ  which  declares  that  "  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises  "  shall "  be  unifbrm  throughout  the  United 
States,"  to  make  tbe  burdens  of  taxation  fall  equally 
upon  tbe  people,  in  whaterer  State  of  tbe  Union  they 
may  reside.  But  what  would  be  the  valae  of  such  a 
unifomi  role,  if  the  moneys  ndsed  by  it  could  be  im- 
mediately returned  by  a  diflkroit  one,  wtuch  will  nre 
toUiepeiiq>le  of  sorae  States  much  more,  and  to  thoee 
of  others  madi  lees,  than  their  &ir  proportSona  f 
Were  the  Federal  GoTemment  to  exempt,  in  express 
terms,  the  imports,  products,  and  manufactures  of 
stme  portions  of  the  country  fh>m  all  duties,  while 
it  imposed  heavy  ones  on  others,  the  iryusUce  could 
not  1^  greater.  It  would  be  easy  to  raow  how,  by 
the  wentitm  of  moh  a  principle,  tbe  large  States  of 
tbe  unioa  would  not  <mly  hive  to  contribute  their 
Jnst  share  towards  the  support  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
emment,  but  also  bsTe  to  bear  in  some  d^ree  tbe 
taxes  necessary  to  support  the  Goveniments  of  th^ 
Binaller  Asters ;  but  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to 
state  the  details  where  tbe  general  principle  ia  bo  ob- 
Tioas. 

A  system  liable  to  such  objecUons  can  never  be 
supposed  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  frameta  of 
the  constitution,  when  they  conferred  on  Congress 
the  taxing  power ;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  a  mature 
examination  of  the  subject  will  satisfy  every  one 
that  there  are  insurmountable  difflcoltiee  in  the  opera- 
tion of  any  plan  whidi  can  be  derlsed,  of  ooDecting  the 
nrenue,  for  the  puipoae  of  ^slriboting  it  Congress 
is  only  authorized  to  levy  taxes  "  to  pay  the  debit 
and  provide  for  tk«  common  defence  aid  general  ffl- 
fan  of  the  United  Slatea."  There  is  no  sudi  provis- 
ion as  would  authorize  Congress  to  collect  tt^ther 
tbe  property  of  the  country,  nnder  the  name  of  rev- 
enue, for  the  purpoee  of  dividing  it -equally  or  un- 
equally among  tbe  States  or  the  people.  Indeed,  It 
is  not  profa^de  tfiat  flodi  an  idea  ever  oocmred  to  ^ 
States  iriwn  they  adopted  the  constitotfoii.  But, 
however  tins  may  be,  the  only  safe  rule  for  us,  in  inter- 
invting  the  powers  granted  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, is  to  r^ard  &e  absence  of  express  authority 
to  toudi  a  subject  so  important  and  deBoato  as  this  is, 
aa  equivalent  to  a  prohitntion. 

Even  if  our  powers  were  less  doubtful  in  this  re- 
spect, as  ttecoudtotion  now  stands,  there  are  ccmsid- 
ctalioDs  aflbrded,  by  recent  uperience,  wfaioh  would 
aeem  to  make  it  oar  duty  to  moii  a  resort  to  such  a 
systeBL 

All  will  admit  that  the  dmpUcity  and  economy  of 
flia  State  Qovemments  mainly  depend  on  the  ftct  that 
■MMwy  tiaa  to  be  supplied  to  sopport  them  by  tbe 
aame  men  or  Uidr  aeents  who  vote  it  away  in  appro- 
priationsL  Henee,  when  there  are  extravagant  and 
waatefbl  ^ifffopriationB,  there  nnist  be  a  oorre^rand- 
ing  inarease  of  taxes;  and  the  people,  becoming 
awakened,  will  neoessariiy  scmtSnizo  the  character  ot 
measurea  which  thus  bicfease  tlidr  bnidens.  By  the 
waldiftd  eye  of  Belf-iutensLtheagantaof  tiu  people 
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in  tbe  State  Government  are  repressed,  and  kept 
within  the  limit  of  a  just  economy.  But  if  the  ne- 
oessity  of  levying  the  taxes  be  taken  from  those  who 
make  tbe  appropriaticms,  and  thrown  upon  a  more 
distant  and  teas  reaponrible  set  of  pubBc  agents,  who 
have  power  to  approach  the  people  by  an  indirect  and 
stealthy  taxation,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  prodigal- 
ity will  soon  supersede  tbose  characteristics  which 
have  thus  hr  made  us  look  with  so  mndi  pttde  and 
oonfldoice  to  the  State  Govemmenta  as  tbe  nudnstay 
of  oar  maoa  and  Hberties.  The  State  Le^ddUM^ 
instead  of  studying  to  restrict  tiieir  State  expend!* 
tores  to  the  smallest  posrible  smn,  irill  cremt  for 
their  proAidon,  and  harass  the  General  Govemmort 
for  increased  supplies.  Practically,  there  would  soon 
be  but  one  taxing  power,  and  that  vested  in  a  body 
of  mm  far  removed -from  the  people,  in  which  tiw 
Aiming  and  medianie  interests  woiudecarcdy  be  rep- 
resented. Tbe  States  would  gradually  lose  thdr 
purity  as  well  as  their  independence ;  they  would  not 
daro  to  murmur  at  the  proceedings  of  tiie  General 
Government,  lest  they  should  lose  their  supplies ;  all 
would  be  merged  In  a  practical  consolidation,  cement- 
ed by  wide-spread  corruption,  whidi  could  only  be 
eradicated  by  one  of  those  bloody  revolutions  whidl 
occasionally  overthrow  the  despotic  systems  of  tiie 
wwld. 

In  ail  the  other  aspects  in  wUeh  I  have  been  dde 

to  look  at  the  effect  of  such  a  principle  of  distribu- 
tion upon  the  beat  interests  of  the  country^  I  ean  see 
nothing  to  compensate  for  tbe  disadvantages  to  whidi 
I  have  adverted.  If  we  consider  the  protective  du- 
ties, wMch  are,  In  a  great  degree,  tbe  souroe  of  tbe 
surplus  revenue,  bendleial  to  one  aection  of  the 
Union  and  pn^u^ciai  to  another,  there  is  no  como- 
tive  for  the  evil  In  such  a  plan  of  distribution.  Oa 
the  contrary,  there  Is  reason  to  fear  that  all  the  com- 
plaints which  have  spnmg  from  tiiis  cause  would  be 
aegravatcd.  Every  one  must  be  sensible  that  a 
dmribution  of  tiie  snn>lus  must  beget  a  dispontion 
to  cherish  tbe  means  i^cb  create  it;  andanyayatem, 
therefore,  into  which  it  enters,  most  have  a  powetftu 
tendency  to  increase  rather  than  dimlnldi  the  tariff 
If  it  were  even  admitted  tiiat  the  advantage  of  such 
a  system  could  be  made  equal  to  all  the  sections  of 
tiie  Union,  tbe  reasons  already  so  iirgentiy  callbg  for 
a  reduction  of  the  revenue  would,  nevertheless,  lose 
none  of  their  force ;  for  it  will  always  be  improbable 
that  an  intelligent  and  virtuous  coommnity  can  con- 
amt  to  raise  a  snrpliis  for  tlie  mere  porpoaa  of  dividhig 
it,  ^mlnidied  as  It  must  ineimuy  be  by  the  ex- 
penses of  the  various  madiinery  necessary  to  the 
process. 

The  safest  and  simplest  mode  of  obriating  all  the 
difflcultiea  which  have  been  mentioned  is,  to  collect 
only  revenue  enough  to  meet  tbe  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  let  the  pecnde  keep  tbe  balanoe  <tf 
tiieir  property  in  their  own  hands,  to  be  used  for  flidr 
own  profit.  'Eactt  BMe  will  then  support  ita  own 
Government,  and  contribute  its  due  share  towards 
the  support  of  the  General  Government.  There 
wonld  be  no  surplus  to  cramp  and  lessen  the  re- 
BouKes  of  individual  wealth  and  entenmsef  and  the 
banks  would  be  left  to  tiidrordfaianr  means.  What- 
ever agitations  and  fluctuati<H>s  munt  arise  from  ou» 
unfortunsto  paper  system,  they  cotud  never  be  attrib- 
uted. Justly  or  ui^nstly,  to  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Government  There  would  be  some  guaranty  that 
the  spirit  of  wild  speculation,  wbidi  seds  to  convert 
the  surplus  revenue  into  bankmg  capital,  wouM  be 
effeotoally  checked,  and  that  tbe  scenes  of  demoratt- 
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Kation  which  are  now  so  prevalent  througli  the  land 
would  disappear. 

Without  dealing  to  conceal  that  the  experience 
and  obeeiration  of  the  last  two  years  have  operated 
a  partial  change  in  views  upon  this  interesting 
iotgect,  it  is,  neverthelcsa,  regretted  that  the  sugges- 
tloDB  made  by  me,  in  my  annual  messages  of  1829 
and  1880,  hare  been  greatly  misunderstood.  At 
that  time,  tho  great  abiiggle  was  begun  against  that 
latitudinarian  construction  of  the  constitution  which 
authorizes  the  unlimited  appropriations  of  the  rere- 
nncs  of  the  Union  to  Internal  improTcments  withm 
the  Gtatee,  tentUng  to  tnTest  in  the  banda,  and  place 
under  Uie  control,  .of  the  General  Government,  all 
the  principal  roads  and  canals  of  the  country,  in  vio> 
lation  of  State  rights,  and  in  derogation  of  State 
authority.  At  the  same  time  the  condition  of  the 
manfacturing  interest  was  such  as  to  create  an  appre- 
hension that  the  duties  on  imports  could  not,  without 
extensive  mischief,  he  reduced  in  season  to  prevent 
the  accomulaUon  of  a  considerable  surplus  ahcr  the 
pajymezitof  thena&naldebt.  Lii^ew  of  the  dangers 
of  sndi  a  snrplna,  and  in  prdbrenoe  to  its  application 
to  internal  improvements,  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
tasA  powers  of  the  States,  the  suggestion  of  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  to  authorize  its  distri- 
bution was  made.  It  was  an  alternative  for  what 
were  deemed  greater  evils— a  temporaiy  resort  to 
xeOero  an  over-burdened  treasurr,  until  ^  Govem- 
nient  could,  widiout  a  sodden  and  destructlre  rerolaon 
in  the  busmess  of  the  country,  gradually  return  to 
the  just  principle  of  raising  no  more  revenue  from 
the  people,  in  taxes,  than  is  necessary  for  its  econom- 
ical support.  Even  that  alternative  was  not  spoken 
of  but  in  connection  with  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
Btitation.  No  temporary  inconvenience  can  justify 
the  exercise  of  a  prohibited  power,  or  a  power  not 
gnmted  by  the  instrument ;  and  it  was  from  a  con- 
viction that  the  power  to  distribute  even  a  temporary 
surplus  of  revenue  is  of  that  character,  tliat  it  was 
sn^ieeted  only  in  connection  with  an  appeal  to  the 
souroe  of  all  legal  power  in  the  General  Government, 
the  States  wliidi  have  established  it.  No  such  appeal 
has  been  {aken,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  distribution  of 
the  surplus  revenue  1^  Congreas,  eltiher  to  the  States 
or  the  people,  Is  to  be  conadercd  aa  among  the  pro- 
hiUtions  of  the  constitution.  As  already  intimated, 
my  views  have  undergone  a  dianee,  so  far  as  to  be 
c(»vinoed  that  no  alteraUon  of  we  constitution,  in 
this  respect,  is  wise  or  expedient.  The  influence  of 
an  aocmnulating  Bnr[dua  upon  the  legidation  of  the 
General  Qovermoent  and  the  States,  its  effect  upon 
the  credit  qstem  of  the  eonntty,  prodndng  danger^ 
ous  extensfoDB  and  ruinous  contractions,  fluctuations 
fn  the  price  of  property,  rash  speculation,  idleness, 
extravagance,  and  a  deterioration  of  morals,  have 
taught  us  the  important  leaaon,  that  uiy  tranuent 
nuBchief  wfaic^  may  attend  the  reduction  of  our  rev- 
enue to  the  wants  of  our  Government  is  to  be 
borne  in  neferenoe  to  an  overflowing  treasury. 
.  I  bejf  feave  to  call  yoor  attention  to  another  sob' 
Jeet  intimately  associated  with  the  preceding  one — 
the  cnrvency  of  the  country. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  whole  context  of  the  con- 
■titution,  as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times  which 
gave  birth  to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  con- 
vention to  establish  a  currency  conssting  of  the 
precious  metals.  These,  from  Uielr  pecnUar  proper- 
ties,  wliich  rendered  them  the  standard  of  value  In 
all  other  eomtriea,  vere  adopted  fn  this,  as  well  to 
estaUUi  hi  eomnerdsl  standard,  In  referenee  to 


foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule,  as  to  exdudo 
the  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exchange,  such  as 
of  certain  agricultural  commodities,  recognized  by 
the  statutes  of  some  States  as  a  tender  for  debts, 
or  the  still  more  pemicioos  expedient  of  a  paper 
currency.  The  laM,  from  the  expetienoe  of  tho  evils 
of  the  issues  of  paper  during  the  Ben^ntloD,  hod 
become  so  justly  obnoxious,  as  not  only  to  suggest 
the  clause  in  the  constitution  forbiddifg  the  endfr 
sion  of  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  but  also  to  i»o- 
duce  that  vote  in  tho  convention  which  negatived 
tho  proposition  to  grant  power  to  Congreas  to  ehar> 
ter  corporations;  a  proposition  well  understood  at 
the  time,  as  Intended  to  authorize  the  estabUshnmit 
of  a  national  bank,  which  was  to  issue  a  currency 
of  bank  notes,  on  a  capital  to  bo  created  to  some 
extent  out  of  Government  stocks.  Althoneh  this 
proposition  was  refused  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  con- 
vention, the  object  was  afterwards  in  effect  obtained, 
by  its  ingenious  advocates,  through  a  strained  con- 
struction of  tho  constitution.  The  debts  of  the 
Revolution  were  fimded,  at  prices  which  fbnned 
no  equivalent,  compared  with  the  mnninal  amoont 
of  tho  stock,  and  under  circnmstanccs  which  ex- 
posed the  motives  of  some  of  those  who  participated 
in  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  distrust.  . 

The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stocks  was  greatiy 
enhanced  by  the  creation  of  the  bank,  that  it  was 
well  anderstood  that  aueh  would  be  the  cose,  and 
that  some  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure  were 
largely  benefited  by  it,  belong  to  the  history  of  tlio 
times,  and  are  well  calculated  to  diminish  the  re- 
spect which  might  otherwise  have  been  due  to  the 
action  of  tho  Congress  which  created  the  tnstitntion. 

On  the  establi^ment  of  a  national  bank,  it  be- 
came the  interest  of  its  creditors  that  gtdd  should 
be  superseded  by  the  paper  of  a  bank  as  a  general 
onrrenoT.  A  value  was  socm  attaobed  to  the  gold 
coins,  which  made  Uieir  exportation  to  foreign  coon- 
tries  as  a  mercantile  commodity,  more  pr<^tablc 
than  their  retention  and  use  at  home  as  money.  It 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  if  not  dedgned  by 
those  who  established  the  bank,  that  the  bank  be- 
came, in  effect,  a  substitnte  for  the  mint  of  the 
United  Btatps. 

Such  was  tfao  ori^  of  a  national  bank  enneii^, 
and  such  the  beginning  of  those  dilBeultles  which 
now  appear  in  the  excessive  issues  of  the  bonks 
incorpor^ed  by  the  various  States. 

Altiioogh  it  may  not  be  possible,  by  any  legida> 
tive  means  witiiin  oor  power,  to  change  at  once 
the  syateoa  which  has  tbns  been  introduMd,  and  has 
received  the  aeqolescence  of  all  portions  of  tiie 
country,  It  Is  certainly  our  duty  to  do  all  that  is  con* 
sistent  with  our  constitutional  obligations,  to  pre- 
vent the  mischiefs  which  are  threatened  by  its  un- 
due extenuon.  That  the  efforts  of  the  htheia  of 
our  Government  to  guard  against  it  by  a  constito- 
tionol  provision  were  founded  on  an  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject,  bos  been  frequently  attested  by 
the  bitter  experience  of  the  country.  The  same 
causes  which  led  them  to  refose  their  sanction  to  a 
power  authorizing  the  establishment  of  incorpoia- 
tiooa  for  banking  purposes,  now.  exist  in  a  much 
stronger  degree  to  urge  us  to  exert  the  utmost  vip- 
lonce  Id  colling  into  action  the  means  necessary  to 
correct  the  evils  resulting  from  the  unfortunate  ex- 
ercise of  the  power ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  tliat  the 
opportunity  of  effecting  this  great  good  will  be  in- 
proved  before  the  country  wTtneasea  new  loeiMB  of 
embarranment  and  distress. 
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TajM>lene3S  muBt  ever  be  the  duracterestic  of  a 
CQirency,  of  which,  the  precioos  metals  are  not  the 
eUrf  ii^redient,  or  whicb  otn  be  expanded  or  con- 
tnrted  vithont  reg^  to  the  principlee  that  r^alate 
the  nine  of  thow  idMrIs  aa  a  standard  in  tiie  general 
trade  of  the  ir<n1d.  WiUi  us,  bank  ianes  constitute 
neb  a  carrency,  and  must  ever  do  so,  until  they  are 
made  dependent  on  tiiose  just  proportions  of  gold 
and  ^ver,  as  a  drcuktutg  medium,  which  experience 
basiHQved  to  be  necessary,  not  only  in  tiiis,  but  in  all 
other  commercial  countries.  Where  those  propor- 
tiooa  are  not  infoaed  into  the  circulation,  and  do  not 
control  it,  It  is  muiifiest  that  prices  must  vary  accord- 
hig  to  tide  of  bank  israes,  and  the  ralue  and 
stability  of  property  must  stand  exposed  to  all  tiie 
tmcertunty  which  attends  the  administnitioa  of  in- 
stitutions that  are  constantly  liaUe  to  the  temptation 
«F  an  interest  distjnct  from  that  of  the  c(»Dmunity 
m  which  they  are  established. 

The  progrees  of  an  expansion,  or  rather  a  depred- 
atioB  of  rae  carrency,  by  exoe«Te  bank  issues,  is 
always  attended  by  a  lose  to  the  laboring  classes. 
Tlds  portion  of  the  community  hare  neiuier  time 
nor  opportunity  to  watch  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the 
money  market.  Engaged  from  day  to  day  in  their 
useful  toils,  they  do  not  perceive  that,  although  their 
wages  are  nominally  the  some,  or  ereo  somewhat 
hi^er,  th^  are  greatly  reduced,  in  feet,  by  the  rapid 
increase  of  a  ^rious  currency ;  wUch,  as  it  appears 
to  make  money  abound,  they  are  at  first  Inclined  to 
cont^der  a  blessng.  It  ia  not  so  with  the  speculator, 
by  whom  this  operation  is  better  understood,  and  is 
niado  to  contribute  to  his  advanta^.  It  is  sot  until 
the  prices  olitho  necessaries  of  bfe  become  so  dear 
that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  supplr  their  wants 
out  o!  tiieir  wages,  that  the  wagM  mf  and  gradu- 
ally readi  a  jiwUy  proportioned  rate  to  that  of  the 
|»odncts  of  their  labor.  When  thus,  by  the  depre- 
dation in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in 
eiroulation,  wages  as  well  as  prices  become  exorbi- 
tant, it  ia  soon  fonnd  that  the  whole  effect  of  the 
sdulterations  is  a  tariff  on  our  home  indostry  for  the 
benefit  of  the  eountiiee  where  gold  and  silver  dron- 
hte  and  vnifinini^  and  BUtderafion  fai 

prices.  It  is  then  perceived  that  the  enhancement 
of  the  prioe  of  land  and  labor  pcodocee  a  correspond- 
faig  increase  in  the  price  of  [voducts,  until  tiiese 
products  do  not  sustt^  a  competition  with  similar 
ones  in  other  countries,  and  thus  both  manufactured 
nd  agiicoltoral  prodoctiona  oeaae  to  bear  exportation 
ftem  the  ooimtry  of  the  spnriona  cnirency,  becaoee 
they  cannot  be  sold  for  cost.  This  is  tiie  process  by 
wtdch  qwde  la  banished  by  the  paper  of  the  banks. 
Their  vatilta  are  soon  exhausted  to  pay  for  foreign 
commodities;  the  next  step  is  a  stoppage  of  specie 
payment — a  total  degradation  of  paper  as  a  currency 
— mmsuol  deptesston  of  prices,  tiie  ruin  of  debtors, 
and  the  accumulation  of  property  in  the  hands  of 
en£ton  and  eaatiinifl  o^maUsts. 

It  was  fn  view  of  these  «HIs,  twether  with  the 
dai^crous  power  wielded  by  the  Bau  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  repugnance  to  our  constitution,  that 
I  was  induced  to  exert  the  power  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  American  people  to  prevent  the  cont^nance 
ik  that  Institution.  But  although  various  dangers 
toonr  republican  tHtttationa  hare  been  obviated  by  the 
More  m  that  bank  to  extort  from  the  Oovemment 
a  renewal  of  its  durt^.  It  is  obrioos  that  litde  has 
been  aocomplisfaed  excMrt  a  salutary  change  of  pablic 
opinion,  towarda  lestmiug  to  the  country  tlko  sound 
enrreneyporidedlbrinmoonidtatioiL  IntiieMta 


of  several  of  the  States  probilnting  the  circulation 
of  small  notes,  and  the  auxiliary  enactments  of 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  forbidding  their  reception 
or  payment  on  pnUio  acoo^t,  the  tnie  policy  llw 
country  has  been  advanced,  and  a  .larger  portion  of 
the  precious  metals  infused  into  our  circulating 
medium.  Theea  measures  will  probably  be  followed 
up  in  due  time  by  the  enactment  of  State  laws, 
banishing  from  circulation  bank  notes  of  stUl  higher 
denominations ;  and  the  olyect  may  be  materially 
promoted  by  ftirther  acts  of  Congress,  foibidding  the 
employmmt,  as  fiscal  agents,  ofsnch  banka  as  con- 
tinue to  issue  notes  of  low  denominations,  and  throw 
impediments  in  the  my  of  the  orculatlon  of  g6M 
and  silver. 

The  efifocts  of  an  extension  of  bank  credtts  and 
over-issues  of  bank  pqwr  have  been  strikingly  nins- 
trated  in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  rrota.  the 
returns  made  by  the  Tsrious  Bc^^stera  and  Receiven 
in  the  early  paji  of  Isst  sommer,  it  was  peicetved 
that  the  receipts  oridng  from  the  sales  of  die  public 
lands  were  incrraeing  to  an  unprecedented  amount. 
In  effect,  however,  these  receipts  amounted  to 
nothing  more  than  credits  In  bank.  The  banks  let 
out  their  notes  to  speculators ;  they  were  paid  to  tiie 
Reoeivers,  and  immediately  retained  to  the  banks,  to 
be  sent  out  ag^  and  agi^  being  mere  Instnunents 
to  transfer  to  Eneculatots  the  most  'nduoble  pubHc  land, 
and  pay  the  Gorernment  by  a  credit  on  tiie  botto 

the  banks.  Those  credits  on  the  books  of  suna 
of  the  western  banks,  usually  called  depodts,  were 
already  greatly  lieyond  their  immediate  means  of 
payment,  and  were  ra^ndly  increadng.  Indeed,  each 
speculation  Aimished  means  for  another;  for  no 
sooner  had  one  individual  or  company  paid  in  their 
notes,  than  they  were  immediately  lent  to  anotiier 
for  a  Bke  purpose ;  and  the  banks  were  extending 
their  bnsincsa  and  tiieir  iraues  so  largely,  as  to  alarm 
considerate  men,  and  render  it  doubtftil  whether  these 
bank  credits,  if  permitted  to  accumulate,  would  ulti- 
mately be  of  the  least  value  to  the  Government  The 
qririt  of  expanmon  and  ctpeculation  was  not  confined 
to  the  depmt  banks,  but  pervaded  the  whde  mul- 
titude Of  banks  tinonghont  the  ITnlon,  and  was 
giving  rise  to  new  Institutions  to  aggravate  the  evil. 

"Hie  safety  of  the  public  fbnds,  and  the  interest  of 
the  people,  generally,  required  that  these  operations 
should  be  checked,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every 
branch  of  the  General  and  State  Governments  to 
adopt  all  l^itimate  and  proper  means  to  prodooe 
that  salutary  effect  Under  this  view  of  my  duly,  I 
directed  the  iasolng  of  the  order  wMch  will  be  l^d 
before  you  1^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  req^ring 
payment  for  the  public  lands  sold  to  be  made  in  spe- 
cie, with  an  exception  until  the  fifteenth  of  the 
present  month  in  favor  of  actual  settlers.  This 
measure  has  produced  many  salutary  consequences. 
It  dieckcd  the  career  of  the  W^tem  banks,  and 
gave  them  additional  strength  antidpation  of  the 
pressure  iriiidi  has  rince  pervaded  our  Eastern  as 
well  as  the  European  commercial  cities.  By  prevent- 
ing the  extennon  of  the  credit  system,  it  meosnrably 
cut  of  the  means  of  speculation,  and  retarded  its 
progress  in  monopoUring  the  most  valuable  of  the 

C'  'a  lands.  It  has  tended  to  save  the  new  States 
anon-rerident  proprietorship,  one  of  the  great- 
est obstades  to  the  advauoement  of  a  new  country, 
and  the  prosperity  of  an  old  one.  It  has  tended 
to  keep  (^n  the  public  lands  for  entry  by  emigrants, 
at  Government  prices,  instead  of  their  bdng  com- 
pelled to  purohase  of  qiecaliton  St  double  or  treble 
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prices.  And  it  ia  convening  into  the  interior  Ituve 
sums  in  silver  and  cold,  there  to  enter  pcrmonenUjr 
Into  the  curreDcy  tn  the  country,  «nd  place  it  on  • 
flmwr  fDnndodon.  It  confldratly  beliered  that 
the  coimtary  irill  find.  In  the  motires  irtiicli  Induced 
tint  order,  and  the  tuijq>7  oonaeqoencea  iriUch  will 
hare  ensued,  much  to  oramneod,  and  nothing  to  con- 
denm. 

It  remains  for  Congrees,  If  they  approve  the  policj 
which  dictated  thia  order,  to  follow  it  op  in  its  vari- 
ous bearings.  Much  ^ood,  In  my  judgment,  would 
be  produced  by  probibiUng  salea  of  the  public  lands, 
except  to  actual  settlera,  at  a  reasonable  rcdncUon  of 
price,  antf  to  Umlt  the  quontity  whidi  shall  be  add  to 
them.  Although  it  is  believed  the  General  Govcm- 
ment  never  ought  to  receive  any  thing  but  the  con- 
Btatotional  currency  in  exchange  for  the  public  lands, 
that  point  would  be  of  leas  importance  if  the  lands 
were  Bold  for  immediate  eettlement  and  cultivatloo. 
Indeed,  there  is  scarcely  a  nuschief  oiUng  out 
our  inesent  land  system,  including  the  accumulating 
■nrplvs  of  revenue,  which  would  not  be  remedied  at 
once  by  s  reetricUon  on  land  sales  to  actual  settlers ; 
and  ft  promises  other  advantages  to  the  country  in 
general,  and  to  the  new  States  in  particuUr,  which 
cannot  uil  to  receive  the  most  profoimd  oon^deiation 
of  CoDgraaa. 

Experience  continues  to  realize  the  expectations 
entertained  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  State  banks  to 
perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  Govern- 
ment, at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
It  was  alleged  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United .  St^ee,  that  the  State  banks,  whatever  might 
be  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  could 
not  make  the  transfers  required  by  the  Government, 
or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country. 
It  to  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic 
exchanges,  perfonned  through  t^scoonts,  by  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five  branches, 
were  at  least  one-third  less  than  those  of  the  deposit 
banks  for  on  equal  period  of  time ;  and  If  a  compar- 
ison be  instituted  between  the  amounts  of  service 
rendered  by  these  Institntiona,  on  the  broader  basis 
iriuch  has  been  nsed  by  the  advocates  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  In  estimating  what  they  consider  the  do- 
mestic exdiooges  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be 
still  more  favorable  to  the  deposit  bonlcs. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  transferred 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1832,  was 
$16,000,000.  The  amount  transferred  and  actually 
paid  by  the  deposit  banks  In  the  year  ending  the  first 
(tf  October  last,  woa  $89,319,899;  tiie  amount  trans- 
ferred and  paid  beween  tbat  period  and  the  6tfa  Ko- 
Tember,  was  $6,399,000 ;  and  the  amount  of  trans- 
fer warrants  outstanding  on  that  day,  was  $14,450,- 
000 ;  making  an  aggregate  of  $69,168,894.  These 
enormous  sums  of  money  first  mentioned  have  been 
transferred  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  regular- 
ity ;  and  the  rates  at  which  uie  exchanges  have  been 
n^fotiated  pre^ously  to  the  passage  of  Oio  deposit  act 
were  generally  below  those  chaigcd  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Independently  of  these  services, 
which  are  far  greater  tiian  those  rendered  by  the 
United  States  Bonk  and  its  twenty-five  branches,  a 
number  of  the  deposit  banks  have,  with  a  commend- 
■Ue  seal  to  aid  in  the  improvenient  of  tiic  currency, 
imported  from  abroad,  at  their  own  expense,  laige 
sums  of  the  predous  mctole  for  coinage  and  circulation. 

In  the  some  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predictions 
turned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the 
dcposita — a  step  unquestionably  necessary  to  prerent 


the  evils  wluch  it  was  foreseen  the  bank  itself  wauld  en- 
deavor to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  re- 
newal of  its  charter.  It  may  be  thus,  too,  In  some 
degree,  with  the  fiufher  steps  which  may  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  ezoesdve  tosae  of  other  bank  paper ;  bat 
it  is  to  be  belted  that  nothing  will  now  deter  the  Fed- 
eral and  ^ote  authorities  from  the  firm  and  vigorous 
performance  of  their  duties  to  themselves  and  to  the 
people  in  this  respect. 

In  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  Of  the  Gov- 
ernment, your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  those 
artides  which  constitute  the  necessaries  of  life.  Hie 
duty  on  salt  was  laid  as  a  war  tax,  and  was  no  doubt 
continued  to  assist  In  providing  for  the  payment  of 
the  war  debt  There  is  no  article,  the  release  of 
which  from  taxation,  would  be  felt  so  generally  and 
so  beneficially.  To  this  may  be  added  all  kinds  of 
fuel  and  provisions.  Justice  and  benevolence  unite 
in  favor  of  releasing  the  poor  of  our  dties  ftom 
burdens  which  ore  not  necessary  to  the  mnMwt  of  onr 
Government,  and  tend  only  to  increase  un  wants  of 
the  destitute. 

It  will  be  seen  1^  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  that 
tiio  Bonk  of  the  Umted  States  has  made  no  payment 
on  account  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Government  in 
that  institution,  although  nr^  to  pay  any  portion 
which  might  suit  Its  oonvcnlence,  and  that  It  has 
given  no  information  when  payment  may  be  expected. 
Nor,  altiiougfa  repeatedly  requested,  has  it  furnished 
the  information  in  relation  to  its  condition,  whidi 
Congress  authorized  the  Secretary  to  collect  at  their 
lost  BGSsipn.  Such  measures  as  are  within  the  power 
of  the  Executive  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  stock,  and  procure  the  payment  as  eariy 
asposmble.  * 

ilie  conduct  and  present  condition  of  that  bank, 
and  the  great  amount  of  capital  vested  in  it  by  the 
United  Kates,  require  your  careful  attention.  Its 
charter  expired  on  the  third  day  of  March  last,  and 
it  has  now  no  power  but  that  giren  in  the  21st  sec- 
tion, "  to  use  the  corporate  name,  s^le,  and  capadty, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and 
liquidation  of  the  afibirs  and  accounts  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  for  the  sale  and  dispodtion  of  their  estate, 
real,  personal,  and  udxed,  \stA  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose,  or  in  any  other  manner  wbatsocvcr,  nor  for  a 
period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  exjuration  of 
the  said  term  of  Incorporation."  Before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter,  the  stodchoidera  of  the  bank 
obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  L^islature 
of  FennsylvuUa,  excluding  only  the  United  States. 
Instead  of  proceeding  to  wind  up  thur  concerns, 
and  pay  over  to  the  United  States  the  amount  due  on 
account  of  the  stock  held  by  them,  the  prcudent  and 
directors  of  the  old  bonk  appear  to  bare  transferred 
the  books,  papers,  notes,  obligations,  and  most  or  all 
of  Its  propcoly,  to  this  new  corporation,  which  entered 
upon  business  as  a  continuotioa  of  the  old  concern. 
Amongst  other  acts  of  questionable  valley,  the 
notes  « the  expired  corporation  are  known  to  have  been 
used  08  its  own,  arid  again  put  In  circulation.  That 
the  old  bonk  bad  no  right  to  issue  or  reissue  its  notes 
after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  cannot  be  dented ; 
and  that  it  could  not  confer  any  such  right  on  its  sub- 
stitute, any  more  than  exercise  it  itself,  to  equ^y 
plain.  In  law  and  honesty,  the  notes  of  tiiO  bank  In 
circulation,  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  should 
have  been  called  In  by  public  advertisement,  pud  tqi 
as  presented,  and,  together  with  those  on  hand,  can* 
celled  and  destroyed.  Their  reiaoe  is  sanctioned  by 
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no  law,  and  iramoted  hy  no  neoeflutj.  If  tiie  United 
States  be  respffio^e  In  their  stodc  for  the  payment 
of  these  notes,  their  rdasue  by  the  new  corporatioo, 
for  their  own  profit,  is  a  firand  on  the  GoTemment.  If 
the  United  States  is  not  responsible,  then  there  is  no 
legal  responsibility  in  any  quarter,  and  it  is  a  fraud  on 
the  coontiy.  They  are  the  redeemed  notes  of  a  dis- 
solred  partnersb^  bat,  conttanr  to  the  wishes  of  the 
redrins  partner,  and  inthont  bis  consent,  are  again 
leissn^  and  circolated. 

It  is  the  high  and  peculiar  duty  of  Congress  to  de< 
ode  whether  any  further  legislation  be  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  lai^  amount  of  public  property 
now  held,  and  in  oae  by  the  new  bank,  and  for  vindi- 
cating the  mhts  of  the  Qovermnent,  and  oorapeliing 
a  speedy  and  honest  settlement  with  all  tbe  creditors 
of  the  old  bank,  pubUc  aad  prirate,  or  whether  the 
Bul^ect  shall  be  left  to  the  power  now  possessed  by  the 
Executive  tuid  Judiciary.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  persons,  who,  as  managers  of  the  old 
bank,  undertook  to  control  the  Govermn^t,  retained 
&e  poblio  dividfiuds,  shot  their  doore  npon  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  filled  the 
oonnfary  with  panic  to  accomplish  their  own  sii^ster 
objects,  may  now,  as  managers  of  a  new  bank,  con- 
tinue with  impunity  to  flood  the  country  with  a  spurious 
currency ;  use  the  seven  millions  of  Government 
stock  for  their  own  profit,  and  refuse  to  the  United 
States  all  information  as  to  the  present  con(Utjon  of 
their  own  property,  and  the  prospect  of  recovering 
U  into  their  own  posaeanon. 

The  lesBons  tao^t  by  the  Bank  of  die  United 
StatM  cannot  well  be  lost  npon  the  American  people. 
They  will  take  care  never  again  to  place  so  tremen- 
doufl  a  power  in  irresponabTe  hands ;  and  it  will  be 
fortunate  if  they  seriously  consider  the  consequences 
which  are  likely  to  result  on  a  smaller  scale  fitHn  the 
fiuoUtj  irith  wluch  corpora  powers  ore  granted  by 
tbdr  State  Goremmeuta. 

It  is  believed  that  the  law  of  the  last  session,  reg- 
oliding  the  depodt  banks,  operates  onerously  and 
ugusQy  upon  them  In  many  respects ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  Congress,  on  proper  representation,  will  adopt 
the  modifications  which  are  necessary  to  prevent  tUa 
ooDseqnence. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  inUrim, 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  all  which  are 
herewith  laid  before  yon,  will  ^ve  you  a  full  view 
of  the  ^versified  and  important  operations  of  that 
Department  during  the  past  year. 

The  noilitaiy  movements  rendered  necessary  by  &e 
aggreasioDB  of  &e  hosUle  portions  of  the  Seminole 
and  Cre«^  tribes  of  Isdiatta,  and  by  other  drcum- 
staooea,  have  required  tiie  active  employment  of 
neariy  our  wlule  regular  force,  iucludiiu;  the  marine 
CDipB,  and  of  large  bodies  of  militia  and  volonteers, 
Wmi  all  these  events,  so  &r  as  they  were  known 
at  tiie  seat  of  Government  before  tiie  termination 
o[  your  last  seesion,  you  are  already  acquainted ; 
and  it  is,  thnefore,  only  needful  in  tliis  place 
to  taybwrnyonfthnofflomnuHytf  what  his  since 
oeenrred. 

The  war  with  the  Seminolea,  during  the  summer, 
was,  on  our  part,  iddefly  confined  to  the  protection 
of  our  frontier  settlements  fVom  the  incursions  of  the 
tosaj ;  and,  as  a  necessary  and  important  means 
far  the  aooompllahmeat  of  tiiat  end,  to  the  mdnten- 
aaoe  of  the  posts  previously  established.  In  the 
cooTBe  of  this  doty,  several  actions  took  place,  in 
which  the  bravery  and  discipline  of  both  ofBoera 
B&d  men  were  ocmspicoously  di^layed,  and  which 


I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  notice^  in  respect  to  the 
former,  by  the  gnating  of  brevet  rank  for  gallanb 
services  in  the  field.  But  as  the  force  of  the  Indians 
was  not  so  far  weakened  by  tiieae  partial  successes 
as  to  lead  them  to  submit,  and  as  their  savage  inroads 
were  frequentiy  repeated,  early  measores  were  taken 
for  placing  at  the  dinxiaal  of  Governor  Gall,  who,  as 
coinmani^rjnrddef  of  the  territorial  militia,  had  been 
temporarily  invested  with  the  command,  an  ample 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  offiendve  c^»em- 
tious,  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  so  soon  as  the 
season  should  penmt.  U^or-Geoeral  Jesup  was 
also  (Urected,  on  the  conduuon  of  his  duties  In  the 
Creek  country,  to  repair  to  Horida,  and  assume  tite 
comnuuuL 

The  result  ni  the  first  movement  made  hj  the 

forces  under  the  direction  of  Governor  OaU,  ia 
October  last,  as  detailed  in  the  accompanying  papers, 
esdted  mudi  surprise  and  disappcnntment  A  full 
explanation  has  bieen  required  of  the  causes  whidi 
led  to  the  &ilure  of  that  movement,  hut  has  not  yet 
been  recdved.  In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  feared 
that  the  health  of  Governor  Call,  who  ms  understood 
to  have  suffered  mudi  from  mckness,  mi^^t  not  be 
adequate  to  the  crisis,  and  as  Kuor-General  Jesup 
was  known  to  have  reached  Florida,  that  officer  was 
directed  to  assnme  the  command,  and  to  prosecuto 
all  needful  operations  with  the  utmost  promptitude 
and  vigor.  From  the  force  at  his  di^xwal,  and  the 
(Uroodtions  he  has  made,  and  is  instructed  to  make, 
and  firom  the  very  efficient  measures  which  it  is  ^oe 
ascertained  have  been  taken  Governor  Call,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  they  wul  soon  be  enabled  to 
reduce  the  enemy  to  subjection.  In  the  mean  time, 
as  you  will  perceive  from  the  report  of  tiie  Secretary, 
there  is  urgent  necessity  for  further  appropriations 
to  mppnaa  these  hostilities. 

Bwdly  for  the  Intercsta  of  hnmaiuty,  the  hostiH' 
ties  with  the  CkAb  were  brouriit  to  a  dose  soon 
after  your  adjournment,  without  that  efiuslon  of  blood 
which  at  one  time  was  apprehended  as  inevitable. 
The  unconditional  submission  of  the  hostile  party 
was  followed  by  their  speedy  removal  to  the  country 
asmgned  them  west  of  the  Uismsnpi^  The  inquiry 
as  to  aOeged  frauds  In  the  purdiase  of  the  reserva- 
tions of  those  bidians,  and  (he  cause  of  thdr  hostili- 
ties, requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  ot 
Representatives  of  the  1st  of  July  last,  to  be  made 
by  the  President,  is  now  going  on,  through  the 
^ncy  of  commissioners  i^pointed  for  that  purpose. 
l%eir  report  maybe  expected  during  your  present 
session. 

The  difficulties  qtprebended  In  the  Cherokee 
country  have  been  prevented,  and  the  peaoe  and 
safety  of  tiiat  region  and  Its  ^dnlty  effectually 
secured  by  the  timely  measures  taken  by  the  War 
D^artment,  and  still  continaed. 

The  discretionary  autiiority  given  to  General 
Gaines  to  cross  the  Sabine,  and  to  occupy  a  position 
as  far  west  as  Nacogdodies,  in  case  he  should  deem 
Bodi  a  step  necessaiy  to  the  inotection  of  the  frontier 
and  to  the  fhlfilment  of  the  stipulations  contained 
in  oar  treaty  with  Kexico,  and  the  movement  sub- 
sequently made  by  that  officer,  have  been  alluded 
to  in  a  former  part  of  this  message.  At  the  date  of 
the  latest  intelligence  from  Kacwdochcs  our  troo^ 
were  yet  at  that  station;  but  the  officer  who  has 
succeeded  G^enoral  Gaines  has  recentiy  been  advised, 
that,  from  the  facts  known  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
there  would  aeem  to  be  no  adequate  cause  for  any 
longer  mdntalniiv  that  poddon;  nd  he  waa  aooDia- 
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in^  inBtraoted,  In  oaw  the  troc^  were  not  already 
modeawn  sndn  the  discretionary  powera  before 
'  'pOMoanod  bj  him,  to  give  tbe  reqiuaite  orders  for 
that  purpose,  on  the  receipt  of  tbe  instructions, 
uideas  he  shall  then  have  in  his  possession  sudi  in- 
fbimatifHi  as  shall  satisfy  him  that  the  Qudnteoance 
of  the  post  is  essential  to  the  protection  of  our 
froDtierB,  and  to  the  due  execution  of  our  treaty 
attoulatioDB,  as  prerioualy  explained  to  him. 

Whilst  tbe  neeeasitics  exIfdJng  during  the  present 
Tear,  for  the  serrice  of  miliUa  and  volunteers,  liave 
nimished  new  proofs  of  the  patriotism  of  our  fellow- 
dtizens,  they  havs  also  strongly  illustrated  the 
importance  of  an  increase  in  the  rank  and  file  of  tbe 
regidar  army. ,  Tbe  views  of  this  sulyect,  suboutted 
by  the  Secrtiiry  <tf  War,  in  his  report,  meet  my  entire 
ooncnrrence,  and  are  earnestly  oommnidea  to  the 
ddihmto  attention  of  CoDncBB.  In  this  oonnection, 
It  is  also  proper  to  remind  yon,  that  the  defects  in 
onr  present  militia  system  sre  every  day  rendered 
more  ^iparent  The  duty  of  making  furtiier  provis- 
ion by  law,  for  organidng,  arming,  and  disciplining 
this  arm  of  defence,  has  been  so  repeatedly  rcpre- 
■ented  to  Congress  by  myself  and  myimdecessors, 
that  I  deem  it  sofflcient,  on  this  occasion,  to  refer  to 
the  last  annual  message  and  to  f<wmer  Ezecntive 
communications,  in  which  the  suiyect  has  been  dis- 
ooseed. 

It  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  officers  chaived 
with  mustering  into  service  the  Tolunteers  called 
for  under  the  act  of  Coiu[rea>  of  ^  last  oeaaion,  that 
mora  presented  themselves  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vona  in  TennesBee,  than  were  solBciiBnt  to  meet  die 
requisition  whidi  had  been  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  Governor  of  that  State.  This  mts 
occasioned  by  the  omisuon  of  the  Governor  to  appor- 
tion the  requisition  to  the  different  regiments  of 
militia,  so  as  to  obtain  the  proper  number  of  troops, 
and  no  more.  It  seems  but  just  to  the  patriotic 
dtizens  who  r^Hiired  to  the  general  rendezvous, 
under  circumstances  authorizing  them  to  believe  that 
their  swvices  were  needed,  and  would  be  accepted, 
that  the  expenses  incurred  by  them,  while  absent 
from  their  homes,  should  be  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment I  accordingly  recommend  that  a  law  to  this 
effect  be  passed  by  Congress,  giving  tfaem  a  com- 
pensation wbidi  will  cover  thtir  expenses  on  the 
march  to  and  from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
white  then;  in  connection  with  which,  it  will  also 
be  proper  to  make  provision  for  such  other  equitable 
dakoK,  growing  out  of  the  service  of  the  militia,  as 
may  not  be  ^braced  in  the  existing  laws. 

On  the  unexpected  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
Florida,  AUhatwa^  and  Georgia,  it  became  necessary, 
in  some  eases,  to  take  the  property  of  individuaJs 
1^  pubUo  use.  Provision  uunud  be  made  by  law 
fbr  indemnifying  the  owners;  and  I  would  also 
reqwotfUly  suggest  whether  some  proviuou  may 
not  be  made,  consiBtently  with  the  prindplea  of 
our  Government,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
Indian  de{ffedations,  or  by  the  opetationa  of  our  own 
troops. 

No  time  was  lost,  after  the  making  of  the  requi- 
site appropriations,  in  resuming  tbe  great  national 
work  of  completing  the  unfioished  fortifications 
on  our  seaboard,  and  of  plating  them  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the 
very  late  day  at  which  those  bills  were  passed,  but 
little  progress  could  be  made  during  the  season 
which  has  Just  closed.  A.  very  large  amount  of 
tiw  mwwjs  granted  at  joor  list  seamn  aceordingly 


remains  unexpended;  bat  as  the  work  will  be  again 

resumed'  at  tae  earUest  moment  in  tbe  coming 
spring,  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriations, 
and  in  several  cases  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
with  the  proper  estimates,  further  sums  for  the 
like  objects  may  be  usefully  expended  during  the 
next  year. 

The  recommend&tions  of  an  increase  in  tbe  en^- 
neer  corps,  and  for  a  reo^aidzation  of  tbe  topo* 
graphical  corps,  submitted  to  yon  In  my  last  annual 
message,  derive  additional  strength  from  the  great 
embarrassments  experienced,  during  the  present 
year,  in  those  bronzes  of  the  service,  and  under 
which  they  are  now  sufiering.  Several  of  the  moat 
important  surveys  and  coostractions,  directed  by 
recent  laws,  hare  been  ssspended  in  consequence 
of  th«  want  of  adequate  force  in  these  corps. 

The  like  observations  may  be  applied  to  the 
ordnance  corps  and  to  the  general  staif^  the  opera- 
tions of  which,  OS  they  ore  now  organized,  most 
either  be  frequently  interrupted,  or  performed  by 
oEBcers  token  icom  the  line  of  the  army,  to  the 
great  pr^ndtce  of  the  service. 

For  a  general  view  of  the  condition  of  the 
Military  Academy,  and  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  military  service,  not  already  noticed,  as  welt  as 
for  fuller  illustrations  of  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  docn- 
menta;  and  among  the  various  proposals  cont<dned 
therein  for  legislative  action,  I  would  particularly 
notice  the  suggestion  of  the  Sccretiuy  of  War,  fw 
tbe  reriaion  of  tbe  pay  of  the  army,  as  entitled  to 
yonr&Torabla  regard. 

.  The  national  policy,  founded  alike  in  interest 
and  in  hnmamty,  so  long  and  so  steadily  pursued 
by  this  Government,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indian 
tribes  originally  settled  on  this  aide  of  the  Uisms- 
sippi  to  the  west  of  that  river,  may  be  said  to  have 
been  consummated  by  the  conclusion  of  the  late 
treaty  with  the  Cbardcees.  The  measures  taken  fn 
the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  in  relation  to  our 
Indian  offura  generally,  will  fully  appear  by  refer- 
ring to  the  accompanying  papers.  Without  dwell- 
ing on  the  numerous  and  miportant  topics  embraced 
in  them,  I  again  invite  your  attention  to  tbe  im- 
portance of  providing  a  well-digested  and  compre- 
hensive system  for  tbe  protection,  supervision,  and 
improvement  of  the  various  tiibea  now  planted  In 
the  Indian  country.  The  suggestions  submitted  by 
the  Commisaoner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  enforced 
by  the  Secretary,  OQ  this  subject,  and  also  in  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  additional  military  posts  in 
the  Indian  country,  are  entitled  to  your  profound 
conaderation.  Both  measures  are  necessary,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  protecting  the  Indians  from 
intestine  war,  and  In  outer  respects  complying  with 
our  engagements  to  them,  and  of  securing  our 
Western  frontier  against  inour^ons  which  other- 
wise will  assuredly  be  made  on  it.  The  best  hopes 
of  humanity  in  re^d  to  the  aboriginal  race,  the 
weUkre  of  our  r^idly  extendii^  settlements,  and 
the  bonor  of  the  United  Sutes,  are  all  deedy 
involved  in  the  relations  existing  between  tala 
Government  and  the  emigrating  tribes.  I  tmst, 
therefore,  that  the  various  matters  snbmlttod  In 
the  accompanying  documcnta,  in  respect  to  those 
relations,  will  receive  your  early  and  mature  delib- 
eration ;  and  that  it  may  issue  in  ttie  adoption  of 
legislative  measures  adapted  to  the  circnmstanoea 
and  duties  of  the  present  criaia 
You  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
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of  th«  KaT7  for  %  utisfactor;  view  of  the  ope  ra- 
tio db  of  die  deptrtanent  imder  hia  chaige  daring 
the  present  year.  In  the  oonstnictfon  of  TesBeu 
at  t&  difliermt  navy  yards,  and  in  the  employment 
of  oor  ships  and  squadrons  at  sea,  that  branch  of 
the  service  has  been  actively  and  usefully  emi^oyed. 
While  the  stuaUon  of  our  commercial  interests  in 
the  West  Indies  required  a  greater  number  than 
ussal  of  armed  vessels  to  be^ept  on  that  station, 
it  is  gratifying  to  perceire  that  the  protection  due 
to  our  commerce  in  other  quarters  of  the  world 
has  not  proved  insufficient.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  fecilitate  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
expedi^n  anthorized  by  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
but  all  the  preparation  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
San  has  not  yet  been  completed.  Xo  means  will 
be  glared  by  the  Government  to  fit  out  the  expe- 
^Uwi  on  a  ECije  corresponding  with  die  liberal 
•{qm^riadons  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  ele* 
nted  character  of  the  objects  wtdch  are  to  be 
effected  by  iL 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  recommendation  made 
in  my  last  annual  message  respecting  the  enlist- 
ment  of  boys  in  oor  naval  service,  and  to  urge 
«p0B  your  jUtoidon  the  necessity  of  fiirUier  appro- 
ima^ns  to  increase  the  number  of  ships  afloat, 
and  to  cdI&i^  i^nerally  the  capadty  and  force  of 
tbe  navy,  ^le  wcrease  of  our  commerce,  and  our 
posiUoD  in  regard  to  the  other  powers  of  the 
world,  will  always  make  it  our  policy  and  interest  to 
cherish  the  great  naval  resources  of  our  country. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  presents  a 
^ratifying  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Oflke  I^partment.  Its  revenues,  for  the  year 
endmg  the  SOth  June  last,  were  t3,S98,4$6  19, 
showing  an  incieaso  of  rerenue  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year  of  $404,878  £8,  or  more  than  thir- 
teen percent.  The  expenditures  for  the  same  year 
were  |2,766,S28  '76,  exhibiting  a  surplus  of  #842,- 
831  43.  The  Department  has  been  redeemed  from 
embarrassment  and  debt;  has  accumulated  asnr- 
idus  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars ;  has 
faigely  extended,  and  is  preparing  still  farther  to 
extend,  the  mail  service,  and  recommends  a  reduc- 
tion of  postages  equal  to  about  twenty  per  cent. 
It  is  practlnng  upon  tbe  great  principle  which 
should  control  every  branch  of  our  Government, 
of  renderins  to  the  public  the  gmtest  good  pos- 
sible  with  tba  least  possible  taxation  to  the  people. 

Tbe  scale  of  postages  suggested  by  the  Post- 
master General  recommends  iSelf,  not  only  by  the 
ledoetiou  it  proposes,  but  by  the  simplicity  of  its 
arrangement,  its  conformity  with  the  Federal  cur- 
rency, ^pd  the  improvement  it  will  introduce  into 
the  accounts  of  the  Deportment  and  its  agents. 

Your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  sub- 
jMt  of  mail  contracts  with  rulroad  companies. 
The  present  laws  providing  for  tbe  making  of  con- 
tracts are  based  upon  the  presumption  that  com- 
petition among  bidders  will  secure  the  service  at  a 
fair  price.  But  on  most  of  the  railroad  lines  there 
is  no  competition  in  that  kind  of  transportation, 
and  advertising  is  therefore  useless.  No  contract 
can  now  be  made  with  them,  except  such  as  shall 
be  negotiated  before  the  time  of  offering  or  after- 
wards, and  the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  pay  them  high  prices  is,  practicalty,  without 
limilaUon.  It  would  be  a  relief  to  him,  aand  no 
donbt  would  conduce  to  tbe  public  interest,  to 
preseribo  by  law  some  equitable  basis  upon  which 
nch  contracts  shall  rest,  and  nstrict  Um  by  a 


fixed  rule  of  allowance.  Under  a  liberal  act  of 
that  sort,  be  would  undoubtedly  be  able  to  seouro 
the  services  of  most  of  the  railroad  companies, 
and  the  interest  of  the  Department  would  be  thos 
advanced. 

Tbe  correspondence  between  tbe  people  of  the 
United  Btates  and  tbe  European  nations,  and  par- 
ticulariy  vrith  the  British  islands,  has  become  very 
extensive,  and  requires  the  interpoutkm  of  Cod- 
gress  to  give  it  security.  No  obstacle  is  perceired 
to  an  interchange  of  mails  between  New  York  and 
Uverpool,  or  oUier  foreign  ports,  as  proposed  by 
the  Postmaster  Gener&I,  On  the  contrary  it  prom- 
ises, by  the  security  It  will  afford,  to  facilitate 
cOTnmercial  transactions,  and  give  rise  to  an  en- 
larged intercourse  among  tbe  people  of  diflbrent 
nations,  which  cannot  but  have  a  happy  effect 
Throogb  the  dty  of  New  York  moat  of  the  corre- 
spond«)ee  between  the  Canadas  and  Europe  is  now 
carried  on,  and  urgent  representations  have  been 
received  from  the  head  of  tbe  Provincial  Post 
Office,  asking  the  interpontion  of  the  United  States 
to  guard  it  from  the  accidents  and  losses  to  whidk 
it  is  now  subjected.  Borne  legislatiw  appears  to 
be  called  for,  as  well  by  our  own  interest  as  by 
comity  to  the  adjoining  BTitiahProvmcea. 

The  expediency  of  providing  a  flre-proof  bmld- 
iog  for  tiie  important  books  and  papers  of  tbe 
Post  Office  Department  Is  worthy  of  consideration. 
In  the  present  condition  of  our  Treasury  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  wise  to  leave  essential  publlo. 
Interests  exposed  to  so  mneh  danger,  when  they 
can  so  readily  be  made  secure.  There  are  wei^ty 
considerations  in  the  location  (Mf  a  new  bnUding 
for  that  Department,  in  fitvor  of  pladog  It  near  tb« 
other  Executive  bnildAgs. 

The  important  subjects  of  a  survey  of  the  coast, 
and  the  manufacture  of  a  standard  of  weights  and 
measures  for  the  different  custom-hooses,  have 
been  In  progress  for  some  years  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Executive,  and  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  a  gentteman  possesnng  high 
sdentifio  attainments.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  making  of  a  set  of  weights  and  measures 
for  each  State  in  the  Union,  was  added  to  the  others 
by  a  joint  resolution. 

The  care  and  correspondence  as  to  all  these  sub- 
jects, have  been  devolved  on  die  Treasury  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  year.  A  special  report  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  soon  be  commu- 
nicated to  Congress,  which  will  show  what  bos 
been  accomplish  as  to  tbe  whole ;  the  number 
and  compensation  of  the  persons  now  employed  in 
these  duties,  and  the  progress  expected  to  be  made 
daring  the  ensoins  year ;  irith  a  copy  of  the  various 
correspondence  M«ned  necessary  to  throw  light 
on  the  snbjects  which  seem  to  require  additional 
legislation.  Claims  have  been  made  for  retrospec- 
tive allowances  in  behalf  of  the  Buperintendcnt  and 
some  of  his  asMstants,  which  I  did  not  feel  justified 
in  granting ;  other  claims  have  been  made  for  latge 
increases  in  compensation,  which,  under  all  ue 
circumstances  of  the  several  cases,  I  declined 
making  without  the  cx[we8B  sanction  of  Congress. 
In  order  to  ftbtidn  that  sanction,  the  subject  was, 
at  the  last  session,  on  my  suggestion,  and  by  re- 
quest of  the  immediate  superintendent,  submitted 
by  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  But 
no  legislative  action  having  taken  place,  the  eariy 
attention  of  Congress  is  now  invited  to  the  onaet- 
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ment  of  sonA  expressed  mad  detailed  proviflioaa  In 
reUdon  to  the  Tkriona  claims  made  for  the  past,  and 
to  the  compensation  and  allowaDees  deemed  proper 
for  the  future. 

K  Is  farther  respectf^illy  recommended  that,  snch 
bdng  the  inconTenience  of  attention  to  these 
daUea  hj  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  such  the  great 
pressure  of  bosinesa  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  general  euperrlsion  of  the  coast  survey,  and 
the  completion  of  the  ireights  and  measures,  if  the 
works  are  kept  united,  dionld  be  devolved  on  a 
board  of  officers  oi^;ai^d  specially  for  that  pnr- 
or  on  the  Nary  Board  attached  to  the  Navy 

partmeot. 

AH  my  experience  and  reflection  confirm  the 
conviction  X  have  bo  often  expressed  to  Con- 
gress in  &Tor  of  as  amendment  of  the  coosti- 
tadon  wUah  irill  prevent,  fai  mj  event,  the 
elecUon  of  the  Pendent  and  yiee  IVerideot  of 
the  United  States  devolving  (m  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  the  Senate ;  and  I  therefore 
beg  leave  again  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
sid^ect.  There  irere  various  other  suggestiona  in 
n^laat  annual  message  not  acted  upon,  particularly 
that  relating  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  laws 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  are  deemed 
worthy  of  your  favorable  consideration. 

Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to 
tbe  various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony 
to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a 
vl^lant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  it  Is  graUfyiug  to  me  to  believe  thai  there 
is  no  Just  cause  of  complaiq^  from  any  quarter  at 
the  manner  In  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects 
of  their  creation. 

Having  now  finishod  the  observations  deemed 
proper,  on  this,  the  last  occasion  I  shall  have  of 
communicating  with  the  two  Houses'  of  Congress 
at  their  meeting,  I  cannot  omit  an  expressiou  of 
tiie  graUtnde  wuch  is  due  to  the  great  body  of  my 
follow-citizens,  in  whose  partiality  and  indulgence! 
have  found  encouragement  and  support,  in  the  many 
difficult  and  trying  scenes  through  which  it  has  been 
my  lot  to  pass  during  my  publio  career.  Though 
deeply  sensible  that  my  exertions  hare  not  been 
crowned  with  a  success  corresponding  to  the  degree 
of  Javor  bestowed  upon  me,  I  am  sure  tltat  thoy 
will  be  eonridored  as  having  been  directed  by  an 
earnest  derire  to  promote  the  good  of  my  country ; 
and  I  am  consoled  by  the  persuasion  that  whatever 
errors  liaTe  been  committed  will  find  a  corrective 
In  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  those  who  will 
succeed  us.  All  that  has  occurred  dnriog  my 
administration  is  calculated  to  Inspire  me  with 
increased  confidence  In  the  stability  of  our  institu- 
tions; and  should  I  be  spared  to  enter  upon  that 
retirement  which  is  so  suitable  to  my  age  and  infirm 
health,  and  so  much  desired  by  me  in  other  re- 
spects, I  shall  not  cease  to  Invoke  that  beneficent 
Being  to  whose  providence  we  are  already  so  sig- 
nally Indebted,  for  the  continuance  of  his  blessings 
on  oor  beloved  country. 

ANPBEW  JACESOK. 
WjUKniQnnr,  Sik  J)eeemitrj  1886. 

Sire  thousand  copies  of  Uw  Mcanago  and  the 
acorauMnyiDg  doomnents  were  ordered  to  be 


[DwiBHBn,  1886. 


Death  of  Mr.  Cfold^orough. 
J£t.  Ekht  addressed  tho  Obair  aa  fdlows : 
Mr.  President :  Yonder  Taoaot  seat,  hereto- 
fore 80  ably  and  bo  fiuthiolly  filled,  bat  too  sig- 
nificantly- indicatee  the  ol^ect  of  my  addressing 
yoti  at  this  time. 

I  rise,  sir,  for  the  porpoee  of  announcing  to 
yon  and  to  the  Senate  the  melancholy  intelli- 
geuce  of  the  death  of  my  very  worthy  and 
excellent  ooUeagne,  the  late  Bonn  H.  6<ffii>»' 
BOBOvoH.  He  departed  this  lifSa  daring  the 
late  receea,  after  a  short  illness,  in  the  midst 
of  his  usefolnesa,  and  at  a  penod  when  we 
Bhoold  have  been  jastifiable  in  allotting  to  him 
many  years  of  vigorous  health. 

Bat  few  individoals  have  occupied  a  greater 
space  in  pnblio  estimation  in  his  native  State 
than  Mr.  Gox-dsbobougsl  He  filled,  ftom  an 
early  period  of  his  life,  with  no  inconMderable 
degree  of  repntation,  variooa  pnblio  stations, 
and  was  twice  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body. 
Possessing  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education, 
which  had  been  well  improved,  with  the  most 
polished  address,  he  was  ever  found  a  ready 
and  eCBcient  debater,  remarkable  fbr  his  cour- 
tesy and  politeness.  He  was  truly  said  to  have 
been  "  a  man  of  manners  and  of  letters  too." 

Mr.  Goldsbobouqh'b  exertions  for  the  benefit 
of  his  fellow-men  were  not  ccHifined  to  publio 
life.  He  was  prominent  as  an  agrioultorlst, 
making  frequent  and  judicious  experiments^ 
enforcing  his  views  by  very  able  essays,  there- 
by directing  the  attention  of  the  agriculttuist 
to  such  objects  as  were  calculated  to  ameliorate 
and  improve  the  condition  of  his  exhausted 
lands.  Truly  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of 
private  life,  as  a  friend,  neighbor,  and  in  the 
domestic  circle,  he  was  onrivollcd. 

To  me,  personally,  his  loss  is  truly  afflicting. 
A  severe  hoarseness,  nnder  which  I  have  Isr 
bored  for  some  time,  obliges  me  to  be  thus  brtefl 
I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

"Suolved,  That  ihe  memben  of  the  Senate, 
from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  marie  of 
respect  due  to  the  memory  of  &e  Honorable 
Robert  H.  OoLnsBORouon,  deceased,  late  a  member 
thereof,  will  go  into  mourning  for  bim  one  month, 
by  the  UBint  mode  of  wearing  crape  round  the  left 
arm." 

Th«  resolution  was  unanimouslf  adopted,  and 
the  Senate  a^Jonmed. 

WsmrasDAT,  Deoember  7. 
Madiion**  Writingi. 

The  following  Message  was  reoeived  from 
the  President  of  the  TTntted  States : 
7b  th»  Senate  and  ffmue  of  X^iremntaHvet  t 

I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my  correspondence 
with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  session  by  the  Senate  and 
Douse  of  Representatives,  on  the  decease  of  her 
veneratad  husband.  The  occauon  seems  to  be 
appropriate  to  present  a  letter  from  her  on  the 
subject  of  the  publication  of  a  woi^  of  great 
pc^ioal  interest  and  aMIity,  oaMtaOj  prepana  by 


Madum't  Writmffe. 


Digitized  by 


S7 


Dboubk^ISSS.] 

Jh.  HadtsoD'c  own  hand,  under  droaautanoM  that 
give  it  cluma  to  be  oondderad  as  little  leai  than 
offidaL 

GoDgreaa  has  alreadr,  at  oondderdile  expense, 
pobtiabed,  in  a  Tariety  of  forms,  the  naked  journals 
of  the  reTolatioaary  Congreaa,  and  of  the  cwren- 
tions  that  formed  the  Gcmstitntion  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  peisiuded  that  the  work  of  Hr. 
Hadison,  coDsideriiig  the  author,  the  subjeot4iiatter 
of  it,  and  the  drcomstances  under  which  it  was 
prapared— long  withheld  from  the  pablie  as  it  has 
Men  hj  those  motivee  of  penonu  kindness  and 
deBcac7  that  gave  tone  to  hu  interconrse  with  his 
ieUow-men,  onttl  he  and  all  who  had  been  partiid- 
paton  with  him  in  the  scenes  lie  describes,  have 
passed  awaj — well  deserres  to  become  the  property 
of  the  naUon ;  and  cannot  foil,  if  pabUciied  and 
Assendnated  at  the  pubBo  charge,  to  confer  the 
most  f  mportant  of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and 
ererf  suocee^ng  generation— aeonrate  knowledge 
ot  the  p^idples  ^  Uidr  GoremmeDt,  and  the  cir- 
emiataiiees  vnder  which  they  were  reeomroended, 
and  embodied  1b  the  constitution  for  adoption. 

AUDBEW  JACKSOK. 

JDMemisr  0, 18S6. 

On  motion  of  lb.  Birss^  Qie  reading  of  the 
oorre^ndcnce  was  dispensed  wiOt,  -and  it 
WM  ordered  to  he  printed. 

S^vnginff  ths  Journal. 
"Mx.  BzNTON  gave  notice  that  on  the  first 
Aaj  on  which  there  was  a  Senate  sofficiently 
fuU,  he  shoald  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  rosoln- 
tion  to  expunge  from  the  joamal  certain  sen- 
teixcea  thereon.  He  would  state,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  resolntion  he  shoald  introdace 
woiUd  be  in  the  same  words  as  the  one  intro- 
duced b^  him  at  the  last  sesdon,  and  it  was 
his  wish  Uiat  the  resolntioa  might  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Senate,  before  Uie  other  important 
bnainess  of  the  seadon  commenced. 


UoNDAT,  December  12. 

Ifr.  Bl&ok,  Senator  from  lOsuseippi,  Kr. 
Ti.LUCAX>OK,  Senator  team  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Wkbbtbr,  Senator  from  Massachnsetta^  appeared 
to-day,  and  took  their  aeata. 

J^atememU  e(f  {%mm«re«  and  Smi/ffaiim, 
Ur.  Bdtton  called  np  tbe  rewdntiim  he  had 
offered,  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
printing  the  annnal  report  from  the  Treasury 

on  commerce  and  navigation. 

Mr.  Kniobt  moved  to  amend  the  rescdntion 
by  striking  ont  all  after  the  word  "  resolved," 
and  inserting — 

Raolved  by  the  Stnatt  andSouae  of  Jt^ntMtUativtM, 
Itliat  the  annual  statement  of  the  commerce  and 
mvigation  of  the  United  States  be  hereafter  printed 
onder  tlie  ^tirecUon  of  tiie  Secietary  of  the  Treao- 
nry,  and  eommnnieated  as  aeon  as  possible  after 
the  commencement  of  each  stated  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  add  statement  be  printed  in  the 
same  form  and  at  the  same  price  as  the  ordinary 
ptintiug  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  that  the 
tame  number  of  coiaea  as  are  luoallj  printed  be 
ftmdahed  for  tiia  parpoae  of  biadBng  aira  distribn* 


tion,  and  that  five  thousand  additional  copiee  be 
equally  distributed  to  the  members  the  Senate 
and  Hoose  of  Bepresentadres. 

Mr.  Bbntoit  said  that,  on  looking  farther 
into  the  existing  law  providing  for  the  printing 
of  this  docnment,  he  had  become  conviooed 
that  some  sach  modification  of  the  resolution 
was  necessary  as  had  now  been  propoBod.  The 
only  objection  be  had  to  it  related  to  tbe  fire 
thoasand  additi<mal  copies  to  be  printed  for  tbe 
Senate ;  he  tfaon^t  tnia  number  larger  t2ian 
necessary,  and  proposed  that  it  be  rcSaoed  to 
three  thoasand. 

Mr.  KmoHT  assenting,  the  resolution  was  so 
modified  accordingly,  and  in  this  form  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Secretary  of  fAa  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Waltke  Low- 
BiB,  Esq.,  resigned. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Asbttet  Dioeins  re- 
edved  20  TOtes ;  Hon.  Abmold  Naosah^  late 
of  the  Senate,  18;  scattering  8;  21  Wng 
necessary  to  a  obMce. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Mr.  DioEon  reoelTed 
21 ;  Mr.  Kattdaiv  18 ;  Mr.  Bstak  1 ;  21  being 
necessary  to  a  eludce. 

Mr.  Diozm  was  aooordii^dr  declared  to  be 
duly  elected  Secretary  tX  the  Senate. 

Memory  tffMr.  Kinnoerd. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Se*olv«d,  That,  in  memory  of  the  late  Hon.  Ur. 
EiMHARD,  a  member  of  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
tlves  from  tbe  State  of  Indiana,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  tbe  space  (tf 
thirty  days. 


WxnaiBDJLT,  December  14. 

ISx.  Cauhhih,  Senator  from  South  Osnilina, 
appeared  to  d^  in  his  seat 

The  Trtaeury  Circular. 
The  following  resolntions,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Ewiso,  of  Ohio,  being  at  their  second  reading: 

"  Setolved  by  the  Smote  and  Houat  of  Sepreunto- 
tiv«$y  Ac,,  That  the  Treasury  order  of  the  eleventh 
day  of  July,  Anno  Domini  one  thoasand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  deBignating  the  fuada  which 
^uld  be  receivable  in  payment  for  public  lands, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  resdndad. 

^'Reulved,  alto,  That  it  diall  not  be  lawflil  for 
the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any 
person,  or  to  any  corporation,  the  pow«r  of  direct* 
ing  what  fonds  sliall  be  receivable  for  customs,  or 
for  the  publio  lands  ;  nor  shall  be  make  any  dls- 
crimlnaUon  in  tbe  fonda  so  receivable,  between 
different  iodlndnala,  w  between  the  dlfRmnt 
branches  of  Ihe  public  revenue." 

Mr.  EwiNO,  of  Ohio  spoke  as  follows :  This 
extraordinary  paper  (the  Treiisnry  Circalar) 
was  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  tbe  11th  of  July  last  in  tbe  form  of  a  dron- 
lar  to  the  reoeiTers  of  paUio  mone7  la  the 
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■ereral  land  offloes  in  flie  United  States,  direct- 
ing tiuun,  after  the  15th  of  Angait  thcna  next, 
to  recMTe  in  pigment  fix  pnblio  lands  nothing 
Imt  gold  and  silver  and  certificates  of  deposits, 
nmwd  by  the  Treasarer  of  &e  United  States, 
with  a  saving  In  favtw  <tf  actnal  settlers,  and 
bona  fide  readeuts  in  the  State  in  vhioh  the 
land  h^pened  to  lie.  This  saving  was  for  a 
limited  time,  and  expires,  I  thinlc,  to-morrow. 
The  professed  object  of  this  order  was  to  check 
the  speoulatioDs  in  pnblio  lands ;  to  check  ex- 
cessive issnes  of  bank  paper  in  the  West,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  currency  of  the  coantry; 
and  the  necessity  of  the  measure  was  supported, 
or  pretended  to  be  anpported,  bj  the  opinions 
of  members  of  this  body  and  the  other  branch 
of  OoDness.  Bat,  before  I  prooeed  to  examine 
in  detim  this  p^ter,  its  oharacter  and  its  conse- 
Gnenoei,  I  will  briefly  advert  to  the  state  of 
wings  oat  of  which  it  grew. 

I  am  confident,  and  I  believe  I  can  make  the 
thing  manifest,  Uiat  the  avowed  objects  were 
not  the  oaly,  nor  even  the  leading  objects  for 
which  this  order  was  framed ;  they  may  have 
inflneDced  the  minds  of  some  who  advised  it, 
but  those  who  planned,  and  those  who  at  last 
virtually  exeonted  it,  were  governed  by  other 
and  different  motives,  which  I  shall  proceed  to 


Lt  was  foreseen,  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  there  would 
be  a  very  large  saiplns  m  money  in  the  public 
!&eaaQry  beyond  the  wants  of  the  oonntiy  for 
all  thur  reasonable  expenditures.  It  was  also 
well  understood  that  tlie  land  bill,  or  some  other 
measure  for  the  distribution  of  tins  fund,  would 
be  again  presented  to  Congress;  and,  if  the 
true  condition  of  the  pnbuc  iWasury  were 
known  and  understood,  that  its  distribution,  in 
some  form  or  other,  would  be  demanded  by  the 
country.  Cn  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  have 
been  determined  by  the  party,  and  some  of 
those  who  act  with  it  thoroughly,  that  the 
money  should  remain  where  it  was,  in  the 
deposit  banks,  so  that  it  could  be  wielded  at 
pleasure  by  the  Executive,  Hence  the  report 
vi  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1886,  (doc.  2,  page  2,)  makes  the 
aggregate  balance  In  the  Treasury,  on  the  let 
day  January,  18SS,  no  more  than  $19,147,- 
000;  but  now  the  controversy  is  endwl,  he 
shows,  in  his  report  of  the  6th  of  December, 
1886,  that  the  true  amount  of  that  balance  was 
$26,749,608,  making  an  error  of  $7,602,803. 
There  enters  into  this^  and  thence  arises  tiie 
egr^otts  error,  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  for 
the  last  quarter  of  the  then  current  year.  After 
three-quarters  of  that  quarter  had  elapsed; 
after  tnis  was  in  thebands  of  inferior  officers, 
and,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  bunness,  within 
the  knowledge  of  his  several  bureans  at  Wash- 
ington, receipts  within  tiiat  qoarter  of  about 
seven  millions,  he  estimates  tbe  anregate  re- 
ceipts for  the  whole  quarter  at  H^0>000, 
whereas  the  true  amount)  as  sow  rqrarted,  was 


$ll,fi50,000,  making  a  diSbrence  in  the  reoeipta 
of  mat  single  quarter  of  seven  milllais.  I  think 
X  am  very  safe  In  saying  that  this  moat  extra- 
ordinary error  never  would  have  oceuired  in 
this  jmcni  if  it  had  been  the  wish  of  tibe 
Executive  to  parade  before  the  nation  a  very 
prosperous  state  of  the  pnblio  Treasniy.  and  a 
large  receipt  for  the  year  1886.  If  nothmg  had 
been  feared  about  the  land  bill  or  distribution 
project,  the  estimate  for  that  quarter  would 
probably  have  equalled  the  actual  receipts. 

The  statement  of  the  Secretary,  however, 
showed  a  surplus ;  but  he  proceeds  to  calculate 
it  away  in  the  year  1886.  He  conjectures  that 
the  receipts  d  that  year  will  amount  to  $1 V 
760,000,  and  of  this  he  allows  the  public  lanw 
to  produce  $4,000,000..  The  whole  receipt 
being  less  by  about  $4,000,000,  than  snffloi^ 
to  sustain  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  year. 
But  in  his  report  of  Deoember  6, 1888,  be  gives 
the  receipts  of  the  same  year  at  $47,691,898; 
more,  by  about  $28,000,000,  than  his  estimate ; 
and  of  this  the  public  knds  yield  $24,000,000, 
six  times  the  amount  of  that  estimate. 

These  f&cts  are  striking ;  and  if  the  errors 
orifi;inate  in  mere  mistake,  which  I  am  willing 
to  believe,  they  indicate  a  most  extraordinary 
degree  of  iCTorance  as  to  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  the  direction  fA  its  capital,  or  a 
mind  easily  biased  and  led  into  error  by  pre- 
coDoeived  (pinions. 

But  Senators,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
which  afterwards  sprung  up  on  tbe  land  billj 
went  much  &rther  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  They  denied,  and  most  unequivo- 
cally, that  there  was  any  surplus,  or  that  there 
would  be  any :  and,  when  some  of  ns  oflbrett 
an  estimate  of  what  would  be  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  in  the  current  year,  we  were  told 
that  it  woidd  be  very  difficult  to  fasten  that 
estimate  upon  ns  at  this  session  of  Congress. 
I,  however,  for  one,  detennined  to  relieve 
gentlemen  from  all  trouble  on  that  score,  as  far 
as  regarded  myself.  On  the  15th  of  March, 
1686, 1  submitted  my  estimate  <^  the  Tevmaes 
and  expenditures  of  the  cnirent  year,  in  a 
speech  which  I  caused  to  be  printed  in  pam- 
phlet fbrm.  In  this  I  estimated  the  receipts 
tirom  customs  for  the  year  at  -  $19,000,000 
The  public  lands  at  more  than  -  80,000,000 
And  I  made  the  whole  amount  on 
hand,  and  received  and  receiv- 
able, in  that  year,  in  round  num- 
bers, without  drauotiug  expen- 
ditures   77,000,000 

The  customs,  it  seems,  have  produced  $28,- 
000,000,  which  is  $4,000,000  more  than  my 
estimate.  The  public  lands  $24,000,000— about 
the  sum  which  I  had  supposed.  And  the  foot- 
ing of  the  column  in  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  answers  to  my  estimate 
of  $77,000,000;  is  $74^441,702,  being  two  and 
a  hw  millions  less  tiian  I  conjectured.  Hore 
than  tbis  deficit,  however,  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fhct  that  the  bank  stock  whidi  I  had  sup- 
posed would  fall  in,  within  the  current  year, 
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has  not  yet  been  sold,  or  the  avails  of  it  reoeived 
into  the  Treasary. 

When  the  true  state  of  things  became  too 
obvious  to  be  any  l<aiger  succesafuDy  contested ; 
when  it  beofune  apparent  to  every  one  here  and 
to  tite  pnUic  that  there  was  a  lar^  amomit  of 
pnblio  money  lyii^  in  the  deposit  banks,  and 
ukelx  to  remain  t£ere  for  years,  an  iqnry  to 
the  public,  and  benefi<aal  to  nobody,  except 
bankers  and  brokers;  and  whan  no  other 
means  seemed  to  qSbt  of  relating  a  distribu- 
tion of  Uiis  fund,  the  oonntry  beoame  suddenly 
threatened  with  a  foreign  war — and,  at  one 
time,  the  walls  of  oar  Capitol  were  actually 
tbreateodd  with  demolition  by  the  great  guns 
of  the  fVencb  navy — we  were  in  imminent 
danger  of  invasion,  and  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  more  tiian  $80,000,000  were  called 
for  by  genUemen  who  are  in  &vor  oi  economy 
and  reform,  to  enable  the  Exeoutive  to  prepare 
for  ^ence.  But  this  spectre  vanished.  Then 
we  were  t^ureatened  witii  Indian  invasion  and 
Indian  massacre  on  our  whole  Kortb-westem 
frontier.  The  squabble  with  a  miserable  horde 
of  n^ed  savages  in  the  swamps  of  Florida, 
which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  tlus  war- 
like administratton  for  the  last  year,  was  mag- 
nified into  a  general  and  formidable  rising  of 
ftU  the  tribes  east  of  the  Rocky  Hountuna,  and 
zniUtary  preparations  were  called  for  that  we 
might  be  in  armor  to  do  battle  with  them.  At 
last  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  sanctioned 
by  the  Preddent,  pnt  an  end  to  all  this  ab- 
surdity; the  deposit  bill  passed  afler  a  des- 
perate stmggie^  and  then  oame  this  measure — 
the  Treasiuy  orders-intended  to  destroy  its 
effoot 

This  order  grew  out  of  the  contest  to  which 
I  have  referred.  It  was  issued  not  by  the 
advice  of  Congress  or  under  the  sanction  of 
any  law.  It  was  delayed  until  Congress  was 
fairly  oat  of  the  city,  and  all  possibility  of  inter- 
ference by  legislation  was  removed,  and  then 
came  forth  this  new  and  lost  expedient.  It  was 
known  that  these  funds,  received  for  public 
landsj  had  become  a  chief  source  of  revenue, 
and  it  may  have  occurred  to  some  that  the 
passage  of  a  Treasury  order  of  this  kind  would 
oave  a  tendency  to  embarrass  the  counti7 ;  and 
as  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  deposits  had 
jut  passed,  the  puuio  mwht  be  brought  to 
believe  that  all  the  mischief  occai^ned  by  the 
order  was  the  effect  of  the  distribution  bill. 
It  has,  indeed,  hd^pened,  that  this  scheme  has 
fidled;  the  puhlio  understand  it  rightly,  but 
that  was  not  any  means  certain  at  the  time 
the  measure  was  devised.  It  was  not  then 
foreseen  that  the  people  would  as  generally  see 
through  the  conrnvauce  as  it  has  since  been 
found  that  they  do. 

There  may  have  been  varions  other  motives 
which  led  to  the  measure.  Many  minds  were 
probably  to  be  consulted,  for  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
mmed  that  a  step  like  this  was  ti^en  without 
omsoltatioD,  and  guided  by  the  will  of  a  siuj^e 
Individual  akme.  That  is  not  the  v«y  in 
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which  these  things  are  done.  TSo  doubt  one 
effect  hoped  for  by  some  was,  tliat  a  check 
would  be  ^ven  to  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The  operation  of  the  or^  would  naturally,  be, 
to  raise  the  price  ftf  land  by  raioDg  the  priee 
of  the  cnmniqr  in  whioh  it  was  to  be  paid  tor. 
But,  while  tUs  would  be  the  effect  ui  small 
bnyers,  those  who  purchased  on  a  large  soate 
would  be  enabled  to  sell  at  m  advance  of  ten 
or  fifteen  per  cmt.  over  what  would  have  been 
f^rea  if  the  United  States  lands  had  been  open 
to  purchasers  in  the  ordinary  way.  Those  who 
had  borrowed  money  of  the  deposit  banks  and 
pud  it  out  for  lands,  would  thus  be  enabled 
to  make  sale  to  advantage,  and  by  means  of 
BDch  sales  make  payment  to  the  banks  who 
fotmd  it  necessary  to  call  in  their  large  loans, 
in  order  to  meet  the  provisi<ms  of  the  deposit 
bill.  The  radM*,  therefwe,  was  likdy  to  operate 
to  the  commwi  benefit  of  the  dcq|M>mt  banks 
and  the  great  land  dealers,  while  it  oonnteracted 
the  effinis  oi  &e  olmoxionB  deporit  MIL 

There  may  have  been  yet  another  motive 
actuating  some  of  those  who  devised  this  order. 
There  was  danger  that  the  deposit  baDk% 
when  called  upon  to  refund  the  public  treasareL 
would  be  unable  to  do  it :  indeed,  it  was  said 
on  this  floor  that  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
distribntion  bill  would  be  to  break  those  banks. 
Now  this  Treasary  order  would  operate  to 
collect  the  specie  of  the  countir  into  the  land 
offices,  whenoe  it  would  immediately  go  into 
the  deposit  hanks,  and  would  prove  an  aco^t- 
able  aid  to  them  while  making  the  transrers 
required  by  law.  These  seem  to  me  to  have 
been  among  the  real  motives  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  that  order. 

Mr.  Bkntoh  replied  to  Ur.  Ewrao,  and  read 
a  passage  from  the  Preudent's  Message  to  show 
the  reason  for  issuing  the  specie  circular,  and 
that  it  was  to  save  tiie  public  lands  from  be- 
coming the  prey  of  speculators  in  ezcbange  for 
worthless  bank  notes.  He  also  read  from  a 
speech  of  Mr.  Websteb,  in  1816,  to  ^ow  the 
dangers  of  paper  money  and  the  dnty  of  the 
Government  to  collect  its  duties  and  taxes  in 
gold  and  silver  ovify.  The  fidlowing  is  the 
extract  read : 

"  Ur.  W.  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the 
attention  ctf  the  House  once  more  to  the  subject  of 
the  coUecdon  of  tiie  revenue,  and  to  present  the 
resdutioDS  wUch  he  had  nibmitted.  He  had  been 
the  more  inclined  to  do  this,  firom  an  qjprebeiidon 
that  the  rdection  yesterday,  of  the  bill  which  had 
been  introauced,  might  be  constnied  into  an  aban- 
donment, on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  all  hope  of 
remedying  the  existing  evil  He  had  had,  it  was 
true,  some  objections  against  procee^ng  by  way  of 
tnll,  because  the  case  was  iu>t  one  in  wlilt^  the  law 
was  deficient,  but  one  in  which  the  execution  of  the 
law  was  defldent  •  •  •  The  situation  of  the 
country,  swd  Mr.  W.,  in  nffod  to  the  collection 
of  its  revenues,  is  most  deferable.  With  a  per- 
fectly sound  l^;al  currency,  the  national  revenues 
are  not  collect^  in  this  currency,  but  in  paper  of 
various  sorts,  and  varions  degreea  of  value.  *  *  It 
is  vUedaar  that  1^  the  statute  aD  datks  and  taxes 
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ire  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legiH  money  of  the  TJnited 
Statei,  or  in  the  Treaany  notes,  aereeably  to  a  recent 
prortnon.  It  la  just  u  clear  that  ttie  law  has  been  di»- 
nnrded,  and  that  the  notoB  of  the  brakl  of  a  hundred 
diibrent  d«scr^>tioni,  and  almost  &■  many  different 
vmloee,  hftve  been  reoeired,  and  are  still  received, 
irbn«  the  atatote  requires  legal  money  or  Treaiury 
notes  to  be  paid.  ■  *  There  are  some  poUtied 
evils  irtiich  ore  seen  as  soon  as  they  are  dangerous, 
and  vbicb  alarm  at  once  as  well  the  people  ss  the 
OoremmenL  Wan  and  innrioni,  weivforef  are 
not  always  the  most  certain  destn^eis  of  national 
prosperity.  They  ctone  in  no  qoMtionable  shape. 
Tbey  announce  tiieir  own  approadi,  and  the  general 
safety  ia  preserved  by  the  geneni  alano.  Kot  so 
with  the  evils  of  «  detiaaed  coin,  a  depreciated  paper 
durency,  or  a  depressed  and  Iklling  public  credit 
Not  so  with  the  plaudble  and  insidious  miscbieA  of 
a  paper  money  system.  These  indnuate  tbemselvcs 
In  the  shiqpe  of  ntdUties,  acoommodafioii,  and  relie£ 
TlvBf  hold  out  the  most  faliadons  hope  <^  an  easier 
Dement  of  debts,  and  a  lighter  burden  of  taxation. 
It  is  easy  for  a  portitm  of  tne  people  to  imagine  ttiat 
Government  may  properly  continue  to  receive  depre- 
dated p^ier,  beiwise  they  have  received  It,  and 
because  it  is  more  convenient  to  obtain  It  than  to 
obtain  otberpaper  or  specie.  Bat  on  these  sutgects 
U  Is  that  OoTODment  onriit  to  exerdse  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  supposed  to 
posseaa,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more 
of  foreright  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  individuals. 
It  is  bound  to  foresee  tiie  evil  before  every  man  feels 
It,  and  to  take  all  necessary  measims  to  guard 
tgatnst  it,  sKbo!^  tibtj  may  be  meisures  attended 
with  some  difficulty,  and  not  without  some  temporary 
inconvenience.  •  •  •  •  •  The  only  power 
which  the  Oovemment  possesMs  of  restraining  the 
Issue  of  the  State  banks,  is  to  refuse  their  notes  in  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury,  This  power  it  can  exercise 
now,  or  at  least  provide  now  for  exerdung  it  in 
leasraiable  time,  because  the  cnrrency  of  some  part  of 
the  oounti;  la  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  Is  not  yet 
tmivetsaL  *  *  But  I  have  expressed  my  belief 
on  more  than  cue  occasion,  and  I  now  repeat  the 
mhiion,  that  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  return  ot  peace,  to  liave  returned 
to  the  I^al  and  proper  mode  of  oollecting  the 
revenue.  *  *  *  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
the  influence  of  the  Treasury  oould  htm  effected  all 
Ala.  If  not,  ife  oould  have  withdrawn  the  deposits, 
and  the  countenance  of  the  Government,  from 
instituUons  wbidi,  against  all  rule  and  all  propriety, 
were  holding  great  sums  In  Oovemment  stodcs,  and 
makm^  enormous  profits  from  the  circulation  of  thdr 
own  dishonored  puper.  That  which  was  most  wanted 
was  the  desiffnation  of  a  time  for  the  oorrespondine 
operadon  of  nnks  of  (Ulforent  ptaoea.  They  could 
have  been  made  by  the  bead  of  the  Treasury  better 
ftan  by  anybody,  or  ererrbody  else.  •  •  •  « 
Thia  Government  has  a  i%ht,  In  all  cases,  to  protect 
hs  own  revenues,  and  to  guard  them  a^nst  defalca- 
tion or  bad  and  depredated  paper.  It  is  bound,  also, 
to  collect  the  taxes  of  the  poeple  on  a  uidform 
system."  •••••••••••• 

[Having  read  these  passages  from  the  speech  of 
Hr.  WxBSTiB,  Ur.  Bbntos  thus  coodudcd  his  own 
jufitiflcatiou  of  the  Treasury  spcdal  order:] 

The  Treasury  order  was  a  measure  of  re- 
lation upon  the  State  hanks,  Intended  to  wve 


the  finances  and  the  carrency,  as  well  as  the 
pablio  lands.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
regnlated  the  Btate  hanks  hy  the  simple  procese 
of  ezdndlng  their  pq>er  from  the  Fedend  re- 
ceipts and  ezp^ditares ;  and  tliis  was  effected 
by  the  24th  and  SSth  articles  of  the  hy-Iavs  of 
the  corporation  already  read.  She  exdoded 
them  to  make  rocm  for  her  on  notes ;  md 
is  the  extent  of  hee  skiU  and  of  her  merit  in 
all  this  boasted  regnlation  of  local  onrrencies 
of  whidi  we  hear  so  mnch.  The  Federal 
Gtorerament  has  Mily  to  do  the  same,  and  ibe 
State  hank  lasnes  are  repelled  npon  tfaetr 
sources,  and  hectnne  comparatively  harmlesa. 
It  is  receivability  for  federal  does ;  it  is  receiv- 
ability  at  the  land  offices,  cnstom-hotises,  and 
post  offices,  which  (pves  them  wings  to  fly  over 
the  continent,  and  enables  them  to  pass^  with- 
out regard  to  the  credit  or  solvency  of  the 
bank  from  which  they  come.  It  is  the  Federal 
Government  endorsement  which  does  the  mis- 
chief ;  and  this  endorsement,  for  all  the  par- 
poses  of  fiilse  credit  and  wantofre^nsnmi^, 
18  given  to  the  whole  issae  ct  erei^  hank  whose 
-paper  is  made  receivahle  for  pnbhc  does,  lite 
experiment  has  be^n  tried,  and  local  pi^er 
has  fiuled  as  a  national  carrency,  and  ont  of 
that  iailare  arose  the  second  United  States 
Bank.  It  will  fiul  again,  and  again,  end  forever  t 
There  is  no  safety  for  the  federal  revenaes  hnt 
in  the  total  exdosion  of  local  paper,  and  that 
from  every  branch  of  tiie  revenne — customs, 
lands,  and  post  office.  There  is  no  safety  for 
the  national  finances  bat  in  the  oonstitntional 
medinm  of  gold  and  silver.  After  forty  years 
of  wandering  in  the  wilderness  of  paper  money, 
we  hare  approached  the  confines  of  the  oonsti- 
tntional medinm.  Seventy-five  millions 
specie  in  the  conntry,  with  the  pro^ieot  of 
annnal  increase  of  ten  or  twelve  miUioos  for 
the  next  fonr  years,  three  branch  mints  to  com- 
mence next  spring,  and  the  complete  restoration 
of  tlie  gold  onrrenoy,  annoonoe  the  snceess  of 
President  Jackson's  great  measnres  for  the 
reform  of  the  cnrrenoy,  and  vindicate  the  con- 
stitution from  the  libel  of  having  prescribed 
an  impracticable  cnrrency.  The  snceess  is  com- 
plete ;  and  t^ere  is  no  way  to  thwart  it,  hnt  to 
put  down  the  Treasury  order,  and  to  reopen 
the  public  lands  to  the  inundation  of  paper 
money.  Of  this,  it  is  not  to  be  dissemble^ 
there  is  great  danger.  Four  deeply  interested 
classes  are  at  work  to  do  it — specnJators,  local 
hanks,  United  States  Bank,  and  pofititnona  out 
of  power.  They  may  sncceed,  hot  he  (Hx.  B.) 
would  not  despair.  The  darkest  hour  of  night 
is  jnat  before  the  break  of  day ;  and,  through 
the  gloom  ahead,  he  saw  the  bright  vision  of 
the  conqtitntioaal  currency  erect,  radiant,  and 
victorious.  Through  regiJation  or  explosion 
success  must  eventually  come.  If  reform 
measures  go  on,  gold  and  stiver  will  be  gradu- 
ally and  temperately  restored ;  if  reform  meaa* 
ures  are  stopped,  then  the  paper  system  runs 
riot,  and  explodes  from  its  own  enmnrion. 
nien  iho  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  exalt 
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io  tlie  catastrophe,  and  claim  its  own  re-eatab- 
lishment,  aa  the  onlj  adequate  regulator  of  the 
local  tMuoks.  Then  it  wm  be  stud  the  specie 
experiment  has  failed  I  But  no ;  the  contrary 
\riU  be  known,  that  the  apeoie  experiment  has 
not  failed,  bnt  it  vraq  pat  down  bj  the  voice 
and  power  of  the  interested  daases,  and  most 
be  put  np  aawn  by  the  Toice  and  power  of  the 
dinntertvted  commiinitjL 

StaUmmiU  €(f  Oomm&ree  MdyemffaUoiL 
The  joint  reai^atioa  introduced  some  days  ago 
It*  itr,  BnrroNf  providii^  for  the  earlier  pr^ 
aration  of  the  annual  report  on  commerce  and 
nnigation  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paased— 
When  the  Senate  a^ioomed. 


TnuEBDAT,  December  16. 

Mr.  Betsb  preeented  the  credentials  of  Bioh- 
UD  E.  PjunaEB,' Benatiff  ^ot  frcm  Virginia^ 
snd 

Hr.  Beowjj  presented  the  credentials  of 
BoBBKT  Stbanqk,  Senator  elect  from  Korth 
Carolina. 

Heasrs.  SruiKn  and  Paxxbs  appeared,  were 
tpaMei,  and  to^  their  eeati. 


Moin>i.T,  December  19. 

The  CiuiB  presented  the  credeottala  of  Kr. 
BucnAJTA^,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  Le^slo- 
tore  of  PennqrlTania,  for  six  years  from  the 
4Ui  of  Kareh  next 

Mr.  ClayU  Zand  Bill 
Mr.  Ola.t,  in  pnrsQanoe     the  notice  which 
be  had  given,  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introdace  the 
laodbilL 

The  operatimi  of  the  UH  vhieh  had  here* 
tofore  several  times  passed  the  Senate,  and  once 
the  HooM,  oommraced  on  the  last  of  December, 
1822,  and  was  to  oontinae  five  years.  It  provid- 
ed tor  a  disUibaUon  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 

EUio  lands  during  that  period,  upon  well- 
ovm  prinuples.  Bnt  the  depoiut  act  of  the 
last  session  bad  ^sposed  of  so  large  a  part  of 
the  diviuUe  fhnd  under  the  land  bill,  that  he 
^  not  think  it  right,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  T^easaiy,  to  give  the  bill— which  he  was 
about  to  apply  for  leave  to  introdnce— that  re- 
trospective oharacter.  He  had  accordingly,  in 
the  draught  which  he  was  going  to  submit, 
made  the  last  day  of  the  present  month  its 
oommenocment,  amd  the  last  daj  of  the  year 
16A1  Ita  tennmalioD.  If  it  diould  pass,  there- 
fos6f  m  tibia  shape,  the  period  of  its  duration 
win  be  the  same  as  that  prescribed  in  the 
former  hills.  The  Senate  will  readily  compre- 
hend the  motive  for  fixing  the  end  of  the  year 
1841,  as  it  is  at  that  time  Hiat  the  biennial 
redoctionB  of  ten  per  cent.  up<m  the  existing 
duties  cease,  aocoraing  to  the  act  of  the  ad 
Hudi,  1888,  oonmionly  called  the  compromise 
ae^  and  a  reduetitm  of  one-half  of  the  excess 
b^ond  twwtj  per  oeot  <tf  snT*  dn^  then  re- 
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maining  b  to  take  efieot.  By  that  time,  a  &&r 
experiment  of  the  land  bill  will  have  been  made, 
and  Oongress  can  then  determine  whether  the 
proceeds  of  the  national  domain  shall  continue 
to  be  equitably  divided,  or  idudl  be  applied  to 
the  current  expenses  (tf  the  Oovemment. 


Wmnnsn^T,  December  21. 

Ifr.  RuoeLBS  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  JuDAH  Djjta,  elected  a  Senator  from  the 
State  fMf  Maine,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  re^;gnation  of  the  Hon.  Etbgk 
Shkplet  ;  after  which,  the  oath  to  support  the 
Ooostitution  of  the  United  States  was  admin- 
istered to  Kr.  Dava  bj  the  Vice  President,  and 
he  took  his  seat. 

ISirther  PuhUtt  D^otiU  mth  the  Statet. 
Hr.  Calhovn,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and 
oht^ed  leave  to  introduce  the  following  hill : 

A  bm  to  extend  the  providons  of  certahi  sections 
therein  named  of  the  act  of  the  23d  June,  1836, 
regnlttii^  the  dqwsUs  of  the  money  that  may  be 
hi  the  Ttassny  on  the  1st  Jannazy,  1888. 
Be  it  eMseted,       That  tiie  money  which  flbaU  be 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ou  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1888,  reserring  the  sum  of  five  millions 
of  dollan,  shall  be  depositea  with  the  serenil  States, 
ou  the  terma  and  sooordibg  to  the  proTisions  of  the 
18th,  14th,  and  16th  sections  of  the  set  to  regulate 
the  depouts  of  the  pnbUo  numey,  approved  the  28d 
day  of  June,  1836. 

Hr.  0.,  in  introducing  the  bill,  observed  that 
he  bad  not  asked  leave  to  introduce  this  bill 
without  satiafying  himself  that  there  would  be 
a  lai^  snrplus  of  the  public  revenue  remaining 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  termination  of  the  next 
year,  after  allowii^  for  very  liboral  appropriar 
tions  on  all  proper  snl^jects  of  expenditure. 
From  the  caloulationa  he  had  made,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  amount  of  this  surplus  would 
not  £bU  abort  <rf  eight  milliona  of  dollars. 

Assnming,  t^en,  that  there  would  be  a  sur- 
plus, the  question  presented  itself  as  to  what 
should  be  done  witii  it.  That  question  Mr.  0. 
would  not  now  attempt  to  argue.  The  discus- 
sion of  it  at  this  time  would  be  premature  and 
out  of  place.  He  proposed  to  himself  a  more 
limited  object,  which  was  to  state  the  poiuta 
connected  with  this  subject,  which  he  consid- 
ered as  established ;  and  to  point  out  what  was 
the  real  .issue  at  present.  One  point  was  per- 
fectly established  by  tho  proceedings  of  the  last 
session — that,  when  there  was  an  unavoidable 
sniplua,  it  onght  not  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  depout  banka,  but  should  be  depostted 
with  the  States.  It  was  not  cmly  the  most  safe, 
hut  the  most  just,  that  the  States  should  have 
the  use  of  the  money  in  preference  to  the  banks. 
This,  in  fact,  was  the  great  and  leading  prind- 

e which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  the  act  of 
sesfflon — an  act  that  would  forever  distin- 
guish the  24th  Congress — an  act  which  will  go 
down  with  honor  to  posterity,  as  it  had  obtained 
the  ■Lnoat  unanimous  ^probation  of  the  pres- 
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ent  daj.  The  passage  had  inured  the  coun- 
try with  new  hopes.  It  had  he&\  beheld  abroad 
as  a  matter  of  wonder,  a  pbenomeiion  in  tlie 
fiscal  world,  sooh  as  could  naTO  spmug  oot  of 
no  institutions  but  onra,  and  which  went  in  a 
powerful  and  impresslTe  manner  to  illustrate 
the  genius  of  our  Government. 

Mr.  Walkbb  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and,  in  support- 
ing his  motion,  observed  that  he  had  been  one 
of  those  who  voted  against  what  was  now 
openly  avowed  to  be  a  distribution  biU.  Since 
the  money  had  been  distributed,  some  of  the 
largest  States  had  already  come  forward  and 
applied  to  Congress  for  the  repeal  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  which  provided  for  the  refund- 
ing of  the  money  by  the  States,  when  it  should 
be  needed  by  the  General  Government.  Ho 
would  remind  &a  Senate  that  the  disMngni^ed 
gentleman  from  HaBsachusett^  (Mr.  'Websteb,) 
who  had  been  one  of  the  authors  and  advooates 
of  this  measure,  did  expressly  tell  the  Senate 
that  it  wonld  be  but  a  single  operation ;  and 
when  the  Senate  were  warned  that  that  bill 
wonld  be  only  a  precedent  for  the  distribation 
policy  in  future,  the  distinguished  Senator  had 
assured  them  of  the  contr^,  and  hod  insisted 
that  it  was  a  single  and  solitary  measure,  in- 
tcadod  only  to  meet  a  contingency.  Yet,  what 
was  the  Senate  now  asked  to  do  1  To  create  a 
surplus  for  the  purpose  of  future  distribution. 
Ifr.  W.  really  thought  that  such  a  proposition 
demanded  examination  by  somo  committee,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  Senate  wonld  not  consent  to 
take  a  leap  in  tiie  dark.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  presented,  as  one 
gromid  of  his  opposition  to  letting  the  i>ublio 
money  remain  in  the  deposit  banks,  a  desire  to 
prevent  the  public  land  fi-om  pasmng  into  the 
lumds  of  speculators.  But  the  gentleman's 
remedy  had  not  met  the  eviL  The  distribution 
bill  had  not  prevented  the  monopoly  of  the 
public  lands  by  speculators,  nor  would  it  ever 
prevent  it.  If  the  gentleman  did  really  de»re 
to  obviate  that  evil,  let  him  join  in  recommend- 
ing that  port  of  the  President's  Message  which 
proposed  to  limit  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to 
actual  settlers.  Should  thia  reoommendation 
be  adopted,  there  would  remain  no  surplus  to 
be  distributed.  For  how  was  the  surplus  cre- 
ated! By  referring  to  tlie  report  <tf  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  IVeasuiy,  It  wonld  be  found  that,  in 
the  first  l^ree-qnarters  of  the  lost  year,  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  had  been  i>aid  into  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  public  lands,  which  was  at  the  rate 
of  about  twenty-five  millions  a  year.  Yet, 
what  portion  of  this  amount  was  needed  for 
actual  settler^?  Not  more  than  $5,000,000; 
or,  according  to  an  estimate  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  not 
over  $8,000,000.  Thus  there  would  be  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  receipt  of  $16,000,000,  being  double 
the  amount  of  the  surplus  predicted  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  feom  South  CaroUna.  Let 
him,  then,  adopt  the  Prendent*s  recommenda- 
tion, and  the  evil  apprehended  oonld  not  take 
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place.  But  should  the  Senate  pass  the  bill 
which  had  now  been  introduced,  they  would 
have  passed  the  Bubicon,  and  tiie  distribution 
policy  would,  in  spite  of  all  oppo^tion,  become 
the  settled  poli<7  of  the  GovMnment. 

Mr.  W.  called  upon  the  Senate  and  upon  the 
country  to  remark  that  they  were  now  invoked 
by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Caroliua  to  cre- 
ate a  surplns  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  BnoHANAK,  without  expressing  any  opin- 
ion on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  was  in  favor  of  its 
commitment.  The  subject  extended  itself  into 
so  many  ramification^  was  so  complex  and  so 
extensive,  that  no  leading  measure  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  it  without  its  previously 
undergoing  the  careful  investigation  of  a  com- 
mittee. There  were  two  counter  projects  now 
before  the  Senate,  whidi  were  essentially  in- 
compatible with  each  other.  One  had  been 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  ^Ir. 
Out,)  which  proposed  to  d&tribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  on 
certidn  conditions;  the  other  to  depont  the 
surplus  that  might  accrue,  under  the  provirions 
of  the  bill  of  the  last  sestion.  Botli  these  plans, 
it  was  obvious,  oonld  not  prevwl;  while  the 
President  had  recommended  the  sole  of  the 
public  domain  to  actual  settlers  only.  On  this 
matter  Mr.  B.  expressed  no  opinion,  but  should 
be  guided  in  a  great  measure  oy  the  wishes  and 
opinions  of  gentlemen  coming  from  the  new 
States. 

Should  the  Preudent's  recommendation  bo 
adopted,  there  would  probably  be  no  snrplns. 
He  ahoiud  like  to  see  a  responsible  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Fioanoe.  On  the  question 
whether  there  would  or  would  not  be  a  suitilns 
on  the  Ist  of  January  next  he  expressed  no 
opinion. 

The  question  <tf  refeiring  the  UU  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 

and  resulted  as  follows : 

Tets. — HesBTS.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Elfins' of  Illi- 
nois, Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Heodricks,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Siqg  of  Georgia,  Liim,  HcKean,  Itilea, 
Page,  Faiker,  lUvea,  lUri^sson,  Rug^ea,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Talhudge,  Walker,  WaU— 22. 

Nats. — XesstB.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  CbUioud, 
CIa7,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  £eot,  Koigfat, 
Moore,  Morris,. 2Ticholas,  Prentiaa,  Robbins,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webeter,  White, 
Wj^it— 22. 

The  Chair  voted  in  the  affirmBtive,  and  ao 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Oomndttee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Treamry  Circular. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  Ihe  farther  eonmd- 
eration  of  Mr.  Ewnio's  joint  resolution,  rescind- 
ing the  Treasury  order  of  July  11th,  1886,  and 
prohibiting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
delegate  the  power  to  specify  the  kind  of  rands 
to  be  received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 
The  question  was  on  ordering  the  nedkatiaa  to 
a  Boc^id  reading. 

iSt.  Wdszxb  laid :  I  am  ferj        that  a 
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reeolatioa  to  reacind  tiiis  order  has  heen  thus 
earlj  introduoed ;  and  I  am  glad,  top,  sinoe  the 
resolotion.  is  to  be  opposed,  that  opposition 
comes  early,  in  a  bold,  unequivocal,  and  de- 
cided form.  The  order,  it  seems,  is  to  be  de- 
fended OS  being  both  legal  and  nsefol.  Let  its 
defence,  then,  be  made. 

The  honorable  member  from  Ifissouri  (Mr. 
Benton)  objects  even  to  giving  the  resolution 
to  rescind  a  second  reading.  Be  avails  himself 

bis  light,  tlumgh  it  be  not  ac(»rding  to  gen- 
eral practiGe,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
measure  at  its  first  stage.  This,  at  least,  is 
open,  bold,  and  manly  Tarfore. 

The  honorable  member,  in  his  elaborate 
speech,  foonds  his  opposition  to  this  resolution, 
and  h^  support  of  the  Treasury  order,  on  those 

reral  principles  respecting  currency  -whicfc 
is  known  to  entertain,  and  which  he  has 
maintained  for  many  years.  His  opinions  some 
of  us  regard  as  altogether  ultra  and  impractica- 
ble ;  looking  to  a  state  of  things  not  desirable 
in  itself,  even  if  it  were  practicable ;  and,  if  it 
were  desirable,  as  being  far  beyond  the  power 
of  this  Government  to  bring  about. 
The  honorable  member  has  manifested  much 

Sersereraaoe  and  abnndant  labor,  most  un- 
onbtedly,  in  support  of  his  opinions ;  he  is  un- 
derstood, also,  to  have  bad  countenance  from 
blgb  places ;  and  what  new  hopes  of  success 
the  present  moment  holds  out  to  nim,  I  am  not 
able  to  judge,  but  we  shall  probably  soon  see. 
It  is  precisely  on  these  gener^  and  long-known 
opinions  that  be  rests  his  support  of  the  Treas- 
ury order.  A  question,  therefore,  is  at  once 
raised  between  Uie  gentleman's  principles  and 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the 
principles  and  opinions  which  have  generally 

Erevailed  in  the  conntryj  and  which  are,  and 
ave  been,  entirely  opposite  to  his.  That  ques- 
tion is  now  about  to  be  put  to  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  In  the  progress  and  by  the  tomina- 
tion  of  this  disonadon,  we  shall  learn  whether 
the  gentleman's  SMimnoits  are  or  are  not  to 
^Tail,  so  for,  at  least,  as  the  Senate  is  con- 
cerned. The  country  will  rejoice,  I  am  sure, 
to  see  srane  declaration  of  the  opinions  of  Oon- 
gress  on  a  subject  about  which  so  much  has 
been  said,  and  which  is  so  well  calculated,  by- 
Its  perpetual  agitation,  to  disquiet  and  disturb 
the  confidence  of  society. 

The  member  from  Missouri  chaises  those 
who  wish  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order  with 
two  objects :  first,  to  degrade  and  dugraoe  the 
President,  and  next,  to  overthrow  the  oonstitn- 
tional  currency  of  the  country. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  denounce  nobody ;  I 
seek  to  degrade  or  disgrace  nobody.  Holding 
the  nder  lUeeal  and  unwise,  I  shall  certainly 
vote  to  rescind  it ;  and,  in  the  discharge  o^this 
duty,  I  hope  I  am  not  expected  to  sbnnk  back, 
lest  I  should  do  something  which  might  call  in 
question  the  wisdom  of  tne  Secreta^,  or  even 
of  the  President.  And  I  hope  that  so  much  of 
independence  as  may  be  manifested  by  fi^o  dis- 
eosBion  and  an  h<siest  vote  is  not  to  oanse  d^ 


nunoiataon  from  any  quarter.  If  it  should,  let 
it  come. 

As  to  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country,  if  I  were  now 
to  enter  into  such  a  design,  I  shonld  be  begin- 
ning, at  rather  a  late  day,  to  wage  war  against 
the  efibrta  of  my  whole  political  life.  From 
my  very  first  concern  with  public  affairs,  I  have 
looked  at  the  public  currency  as  a  matter  of  the 
highest  interest,  and  hope  I  have  given  suffi- 
cient proofa  of  a  disposition  at  aU  times  to 
muntun  it  sound  and  secure,  against  all  atta<^kff 
and  all  d^^rs.  When  I  firet  entered  the  other 
House  0^  Congress,  the  currency  was  exceed- 
ingly deranged.  Most  of  the  banks  had  stopped 
payment,  and  the  circulating  mediom  had  then 
become,  indeed,  paper  money.  So  soon  as  a 
state  of  peace  enabled  us,  I  took  some  part  in 
an  effort,  with  others,  to  restore  the  currency 
to  a  better  state ;  and  success  followed  that 
efibrt. 

But  what  is  metmt  by  the  "  constitutional 
currency,"  about  which  so  much  is  said  1  What 
species,  or  fonns  of  currency,  does  the  consti- 
tution allow,  and  what  does  it  forbid  t  It  is 
plain  enough  that  this  dmends  on  what  we 
understand  by  currency.  Currenoy,  in  a  large, 
and  perhaps,  in  a  just  sense,  includes  not  only 
gold  and  nlver  and  bank  notes,  but  bills  of 
exchange  also.  It  may  include  all  that  adjusts 
exchanges,  and  settles  baluoces,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  trade  and  bu^ess.  But  if  we  under- 
stand by  currency  the  l^ral  money  of  the  coun- 
try, that  which  constitutes  a  lawfbl  tender  for 
debts,  and  is  the  statute  measure  of  value,  then, 
undoubtedly,  nothing  is  inolnded  but  gold  and 
silver.-  Most  unquestionably  there  is  no  legal 
tender,  and  there  can  be  no  legal  tender,  in  this 
countiy,  under  the  authority  of  this  Government 
or  any  other,  but  gold  and  ^rer,  either  the  coin- 
age of  our  own  mints,  or  for^gn  cchus,  at  rates 
regulated  by  Congress.  This  a  a  constitutionfll 
principle,  perfectly  plun,  and  of  the  very  highest 
importance.  The  States  are  expressly  prohibited 
from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  sHvee  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and,  although  no 
such  express  prohibition  is  applied  to  Congress, 
yet,  as  Congress  has  no  power  granted  to  it,  in 
this  respect,  but  to  coin  mon^,  and  to  regulate 
liie  value  of  foreign  coins,  it  clearly  has  no  power 
to  substitute  paper,  or  any  thing  else,  for  coin,  as 
a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  and  in  disohai^  of 
contracts.  Congress  has  exercised  this  power, 
fully,  in  both  its  branches.  It  has  coined 
money,  and  still  coins  it ;  it  has  regulated  the 
value  of  foreign  coins,  and  sUll  regulates  tlidr 
value.  The  legal  tender,  therefore,  the  oonsti- 
tntional  standud  of  value,  is  established,  uid 
cannot  be  overthrown.  To  overtiirow  il^  would 
shake  the  whole  system. 

I  desire,  sir,  even  at.  the  expense  of  some 
repetition,  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  proposition,  that  Congress,  having  by  the 
constitution  authority  to  dispose  of  the  pnblio 
territory,  has  passed  laws  for  the  complete  exer- 
<Ak  of  that  power;  laws  wUch  not  only  have 
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fixed  the  prioe  of  the  pobllo  lands,  the  manoer 
of  sales,  and  the  time  of  payment,  but  which 
have  fixed,  also,  with  equ^  preoisioc,  the  me- 
dium, or  kinds  of  numey,  or  of  other  things, 
which  ahall  be  received  in  payment.  It  has 
neglected  no  part  of  this  impcvtaat  trust;  it  has 
delegated  no  part  of  it;  it  lus  left  no  groond, 
not  an  inch,  lor  execnUve  interposition. 

The  only  question,  Uierefore,  is,  what  is  the 
law,  or  what  was  th^law,  whw  the  Secretary 
isaaed  his  order  I 

The  Secretary  considers  that  that  which  has 
been  oniformly  done  for  twenty  years,  that  is 
to  say,  the  receiving  of  payment  for  the  public 
lands  in  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks,  is 
against  law.  He  calls  it  an  "  indnlgence,"  and 
this  '*  indulgence  "  the  order  proposes  to  con- 
tinne  for  a  limited  time,  and  in  favor  of  a  par- 
ticular class  of  purchasers.  If  this  were  an 
indulgence,  and  agunst  law,  one  might  well 
ask,  how  has  it  hs^pened  ttut  it  should  have 
oontinned  so  long,  especially  through  recent 
years,  marked  by  tnoh  a  spirit  of  thorough  and 
searching  reform  I  It  might  be  asked  too,  if 
this  be  illegal,  and  an  itudukenoe  only,  why 
continue  it  longer,  and  especially  why  conUnue 
it  as  to  some,  and  refuse  to  continue  it  as  to 
others  t 

But,  sir,  it  is  time  to  turn  to  the  statute,  and 
to  see  what  the  legal  provision  is.  On  the  80th 
of  April,  1818,  a  resolution  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  It  was  in  the  common  form  of  a 
joint  resolution,  and  was  approved  by  the  Pres- 
ideat ;  and  no  one  doubts,  I  suppose,  that,  for 
the  purpose  intended  by  it,  it  was  as  authentic 
and  valid  as  a  law  in  any  other  fbim.  It  pro* 
Tides  that,  "from  and  after  the  SOth  day  of 
February  next,  (1817,)  no  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  paya- 
ble to  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  collected 
or  reoeived  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  oar- 
reacy  of  tlie  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes, 
or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  in  npecie 
on  demand,  in  die  said  kgai  onrrenoy  «  the 
United  States." 

This  joint  resolution  authoritatively  fixed  the 
rwhts  of  parties  paying,  and  the  duties  of 
officers  receiving.  So  far  as  respects  the  notes 
of  the  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  it  was  altered 
by  a  law  of  the  last  session ;  but,  in  all  other 
particulars,  it  is,  as  I  suppose,  in  full  force,  at 
the  present  moment;  and  as  it  expressly  an- 
tborijies  the  receipt  of  such  bank  notes  as  are 
payable  and  paid  on  demand,  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  the  receipt  of  sooh  notes  is  a  matter 
of  "indulgence."  We  may  as  well  say  that  to 
be  allowea  to  pay  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  for- 
eign coins,  or,  indeed,  in  our  own  gold  and 
silver,  Is  an  indulgence,  since  the  act  places  all 
on  the  same  ground.  , 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  has, 
indeed,  himself  furnished  a  complete  answer 
to  the  Secretary's  idea ;  that  is  to  say,  he  de- 
fends the  order  on  grounds  not  only  difTering 
fixHB,  bat  totally  inoouistent  with,  tbose  as- 
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Bumed  hj  the  Secretary.  He  does  not  consider 
the  receipt  of  bank  notes  hitherto,  or  up  to  the 
time  of  issuing  the  order,  as  an  indulgence,  but 
as  a  lawful  right  while  it  blasted.  How  he 
proves  this  right  to  be  now  terminated,  and 
terminated  by  force  of  the  order,  I  shall  con- 
sider presentiy.  I  only  b&j  now,  that  his  argu- 
ment entirely  deprives  the  Secretary  of  ^e  only 
ground  assigned  by  him  for  the  Treasury  order. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  Treasury 
order  of  the  11th  of  July  is  against  the  plain 
words  and  meaning  of  the  law  of  1816 ;  against 
the  whole  practice  of  the  Government  under 
that  law ;  agiUnst  the  honorable  gentleman's 
own  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  resolution  of 
the  23d  of  April ;  and  not  reconcilable  with 
the  necessity  which  was  supposed  to  exist  for 
^e  passage  of  the  act  of  last  session. 


TmnsDAT,  December  S2. 
TVwontfy  dmiiar. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  ooudderation  of  Ur. 
IlwiHo's  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury 
order  of  July  11th,  1886,  and  to  prohibit  ma 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  delegating  his 
power  to  specif  what  kind  of  funds  shall  be 
received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  KiLBS  Bud  there  were  reasons,  he 
thought  weighty  reasons,  which  would  justify 
SenaJtors  in  voting  agfunst  this  resolution,  with- 
out committing  tnemselves  in  any  sense,  or  in 
any  degree,  in  regard  to  the  great  questions  of 
currency  and  revenue,  to  which  the  Senator 
had  referred.  Without  reference  to  whi^  might 
be  his  opinion  as  to  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  tho  collection  of  the  revenne, 
whether  from  the  public  lands  or  the  pnstomi^ 
he  was  prepared  to  vote  agiunst  this  resdutioiL 
To  pass  this  resolution,  would  be  to  censure 
and  condemn  an  act  of  the  Executive  as  being 
wrong,  ai  initio,  or  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
■Whetner  the  nue  prescribed  in  the  Treasmy 
order  be  a  wise  and  just  one,  for  the  settl^ 
action  of  the  Government,  is  a  question  entirely 
distinct  from  that,  whether  it  may  have  been 
expedient  and  proper  at  the  time  it  was  adopted. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  Treasury  order  could 
be  justified,  viewed  as  a  tlmporory  measure 
only,  intended  to  remedy  evils  of  greet  magni- 
tude, arising  from  the  extraordinary  oircum- 
stanoes  connected  with  the  soles  of  the  public 
lands ;  and  be  was  not  sure  that  this  was  not 
the  true  light  in  which  it  ought  to  be  coop- 
ered. It  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to 
watbh  over  thepublio  revenue,  and  see  that  it 
was  secure.  Was  there  no  hazard  from  the 
extensive  and  gambling  speculations  in  the  pub- 
lic lands  paid  for  only  m  bank  bills,  which  were 
handed  over  by  the  receivers  to  the  deposit 
banks  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  ?  A  la^  portion  of  the  purchases  were 
paid  for  in  bills  of  the  deposit  banks,  which, 
after  going  into  the  hands  of  the  receivers,  were 
returned  and  loaned  out  again,  to  go  throfajgh 
the  same  og/aniimu  This  was  virtually  ictit- 
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Ing  the  old  credit  tiTsteiii,  as  the  United  States 
receive  J  nothing  hat  <a«dit  for  the  lands.  If 
there  was  do  hazard  to  the  revenue  from  these 
practice^  and  from  the  magnitade  and  extent 
of  the  sales  made  npon  this  kind  of  credit,  then 
gentlemen  over  the  way  had  altered  their  opin- 
ions Terj  maoh  within  the  last  six  months. 
Daring  the  last  session  of  Ocatgress,  we  were 
repeatedly,  and  almost  daily,  tokf  by  Uioae  who 
now  oppose  the  Treaaory  order,  that  the  Amds 
of  the  Government  in  the  Western  deposit 
banks  were  insecnre,  and  that  nothing  bnt  credit 
was  received  for  the  public  Unds.  Can  gentle- 
men have  forgotten  their  often-rep«^ed  decla- 
rations on  this  subject?  If  so,  they  must  be 
blessed,  with  short  memories.  Ag^n  and  again 
did  Senators  refer  to  the  small  amount  of  specie 
in  those  banks,  and  an  impression  was  attempts 
ed  to  be  made,  that  their  specie  frmds  were  the 
only  solid  security  for  the  large  sums  due  the 
United  States. 

The  order  was  calculated  to  correct,  and^  to 
a  oonrideraUe  extent^  no  doubt,  has  corrected, 
this  evil.  It  Insured  something  valuable  for  the 
lands,  and  that  something  Tamable  waa  trans- 
hma  to  ih»  depwit  banks,  and  formed  a  more 
solid  ba^  for  the  Oovemment  credits. 

The  order  was  also  calculated  to  check  specu- 
lation in  the  pubHo  lands,  wluch,  in  itself  waa 
an.  evil  of  no  small  magnitude^  traiuferring  the 
best  port  of  the  national  domam  into  the  hands 
of  heartless  Bpeculatois,  to  the  great  injury  of 
actual  settler»and  the  detriment  of  the  whole 
country.  Public  opinion  was  rising  up  against 
it-,  and  required  that  something  should  be  done 
to  arrest  an  evil  of  so  extensive  and  serious  a 
nature.  'What  other  or  better  measure  could 
have  been  adopted,  nntU  Otmgress  should  con- 
vene, which  mi^t  adopt  sada  fiirther  l^^lfr- 
tioa  in  regard  to  the  sales  of  the  lands  as  the 
pablic  interests  may  require? 

Sir,  said  Ifr.  K.,  there  is  another  reason 
why  I  cannot  vote  for  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate.  A  new  rule  has  been  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  that  has 
been  in  operation  for  a  tune  and  which  has  a 
tendency  to  check  speculation.  I  would  not 
repeal  that  rule,  and  open  again  the  floodgates 
of  speculation;  certainly  not  until  I  know 
whether  Oongresa  will  pass  any  act  r^olating 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  It  is,  I  think,  the 
doty  of  Congress  to  do  this ;  the  interest  of 
the  country  requires  it;  pnbUe  sentimttit  As- 
mands  it ;  and  it  is  strongly  reetunmended  by 
ibfi  Fresidrait.  It  Congress  mffer  the  sesrion 
to  pass  off,  without  attempting  to  regnlate  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  so  as  to  check  specula- 
tion, they  will  neglect  their  duty  to  the  conn- 
try.  Believing  that  there  will  be  additional 
l^^alation  on  tne  subject,  which  may  supersede 
the  Treasury  order,  he  was  not  at  this  time 
prepared  to  disturb  it.  Changes  in  any  extensive 
business  are  always  attended  with  some  incon- 
venience, and  should  l>e  avoided  as  much  as 
posnble.  When  it  shall  be  settled  that  Oon- 
gresa will  not  alter  the  ai^tem,  it  m^r  become 
VouXnL— « 


necessary  to  decide  whether  the  rule  prescribed 
in  the  order  shall  be  maintdned,  or  tiie  old 
practice  restored ;  and  if  we  do  any  thing  on 
this  subject,  our  action  should  be  more  compre- 
hensive ;  it  shonld  embrace  the  whole  suUectf 
and  be  settled  by  law  what  currency  shul  be 
received  for  the  payment  of  the  revenues,  not 
only  from  the  lands,  but  from  customs,  and  aU 
other  dues.  The  doubt  and  uncertainty  which 
hangs  over  tbSs  sultJeot  ou^t  to  be  remoTed. 

For  these  reasons,  thernore,  he  dundd  vote 
agfdnst  rescinding  tne  Tnamrj  order,  even  if 
he  was  satisfted  &at  the  rale  it  prescribes  wm 
not  one  which  it  would  be  expedient  and  Jnst 
to  estoUisb  OS  a  settled  pc^t^. 


UoKD&T,  December  86. 

TA*  Expunging  Kttolution. 

Hr.  Bbittoit  laid  oq  the  table  a  resolntion  to 
expunge  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  the  reso- 
lution of  March,  1884,  censuring  the  conduct 
of  tiw  President  for  removing  the  deports  fixan 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  Ao. ;  which  waa 
ordered  to  be  printed.  [The  resolation  is  in 
the  same  words  with  the  <m6  on  the  same  sub- 
ject introdnoed  by  Kr.  Bxhtoii  at  the  last  ses- 
sion.] 


TinsDAT,  December  97. 

Admmion  o/  Michigan. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  with  doc- 
uments, stating  that  Michigan  had  complied 
with  the  r^^ticou  of  the  oonditiond  act  ot 
admisricMi, 

Mr.  GnranDT  moved  that  the  Message  and 

documents  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Bbntoit  remarked  that,  as  the  Prerident 
had  given  his  opinion  that  Michigan  had  com- 
plied with  the  requisite  terms  of  admission,  and 
as  he  had  said  that  he  should  have  issued  his 
proclamation  accordingly,  had  the  information 
arrived  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  he  (Mr. 
B.)  regarded  the  proposed  reference  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  would  prefer  that  a  joint 
resolution  of  admission  should  forthwith  be 
passed  by  both  Booses. 

Mr.  Gkchst  w^pld  stall  prefer  the  oonrse 
which  he  hod  ss^ested,  uid  aa  Uiis  aoooont: 
that  the  first  convention  had  not  assented  to  the 
terms  of  admission,  but  another  convention  bad 
decided  to  accede  to  the  proportion  made  l>y 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  great 
inquiry  now  was,  are  the  proceedings  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  admission  f  The  decision 
of  which  question  depends  on  information  which 
ought  to  be  asoertained  before  the  actual  admis- 
sion, though  the  President  had  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  all  was  riglht,  and,  if  the  information 
had  oame  daring  the  recess,  he  would  have  oc^ 
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ed  acoordiiif^lj.  Mr,  Q.  had  no  design  to  pro- 
doce  an;  delay,  by  a  reference  to  i,  committee. 
He  should  not  withdraw  liis  motioiit  and  he 
hoped  the  Senator  would  withdraw  bis  opposi- 

The  Message  was  referred. 

Tho  Treasury  Circular. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order, 

the  ftirther  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
intoodnced  by  Mr.  Ewota,  of  Ohio,  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  question  being  on  the  amendment  or 
snbstitate  offered  by  Mr.  Rives  to  that  resoln- 
tion;  which  substitute  proposes  to  refuse  to 
receive  for  the  public  dues  the  bills  of  such 
bonks  as  issued,  after  certain  specified  periods, 
bills  under  certain  specified  denominations ;  the 
substitute  also  leanng  in  the  power  of  the  de- 
posit banks  to  refnse  such  fonds  as  fhey  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  HcBBABD  addressed  the  Chair :  Mr.  Pres- 
ident— ^The  first  resolution  seeks  to  repeal  the 
Treasury  order — "  the  specie  circular,"  as  it  is 
called— of  tiie  11th  of  July,  1686.  The  second 
is  Intended  to  prohibit  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaeury,  by  his  authorized  ag;ents,  flwn  Erect- 
ing what  fonda  shall  be  received  for  cnstotns, 
or  for  the  public  lands,  and  prohibiting  him 
from  making  any  discrimination  in  the  fonda  so 
receivable  between  diffiarent  individuals,  or  be- 
tween Hie  difierent  branches  of  the  public  rev- 
enue. The  main  purpose  of  the  resolution  is  to 
rescind  the  order  of  tne  Executive,  bearing  date 
on  the  nth  of  July,  1886,  directed  to  "  receivers 
of  public  money  and  to  the  dcpont  banks." 

Oan  this  be  aocomplished  t  Is  this  matter 
witiiin  oar  power  t  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
these  re6(danons  should  pass  both  Houses  of 
Oongresa,  tiie  ottJect  which  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  has  in  view  would  not  therein  be  eSboted. 
If  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  1886,  was  is- 
sued by  authority  of  law,  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  should  seek  to  repeal  the  law 
npwi  which  the  order  is  based,  and  which  gave 
authority  for  issuing  the  order.  If  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  been  issued 
in  pursuance  of  law,  the  order  itself  is  of  no 
effect;  and  any  resolution  which  we  could  pass, 
rescinding  such  an  order,  would  be  alike  inef- 
fectnal. 

If  the  Secretary  had  the  lag&i  power  to  send 
forth  the  order,  it  is  beyond  the  legislative  con- 
trol of  Congress.  If  the  Secretary,  or  the  'ft^ 
ident,  through  the  Secreta^,  had  the  right  to 

Jtromulgate  the  orcular,  he  may  be  answerable 
br  Hie  manner  in  which  he  esmmses  that  ti^t; 
but  the  act  cannot  itself  he  repealed  by  any  leg- 
islation of  Congress. 

If  the  Secretary  had  not  the  antnoiity,  the 
power,  the  right  to  issue  the  order,  then  the 
order  itself  is  perfectly  nugatory. 

The  Executive  is  an  independent  branch  of 
the  Government.  The  Senate  oan  hare  no 
more  power  over  the  rightful  acts  of  that  branch 
of  the  Government,  thou  it  has  over  an  order 


of  the  House  of  Bepreeentatives,  or  an  order  of 
the  Judiciary. 

One  branch  of  the  Govemmeut,  exercising 
its  powers  and  its  duties  within  the  constitution 
and  the  law,  cannot  have  its  acts  rescinded  and 
set  at  nought  by  the  action  of  any  other  branoh 
of  the  Government. 

If  the  ordor,  then,  has  been  iseoed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  law, 
the  mode  proposed  to  get  rid  of  it  is  objection- 
aHe,  and,  m  my  view,  unwarrantable.  If  not 
issned  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  would  ^eem  to  me  equally  objection- 
able and  unwarrantable.  In  such  a  case,  the 
officer  should  be,  and  ought  to  be,  held  amena- 
ble for  such  an  assumption  of  power.  It  th««- 
fore  occurs  to  me,  that  the  oqject  tlie  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  in  view  cannot  be  attained  in 
the  way  proposed ;  and  if  the  last  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  should  be  adopted,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  direct  effect  would  be  to 

{irohibit  receiven  from  accepting  the  paper  of 
ooel  ban^  under  any  drcumsfAnces^  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  ^es.  It  proposes,  m  terms, 
to  take  the  power  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  designate  the  kind  of  money  re- 
ceivable ;  and,  should  it  be  adopted,  if  any  effect 
shall  be  produced  whatever,  it  will  be  to  ex- 
clude from  the  offices  of  our  receivers  all  local 
bank  p^r.  They  would  be  bound  to  take 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  unless  the  joint 
resolution  of  April,  1816,  is  imperative  and 
obligatory;  and  if  that  be  soothe  Executive 
had  no  authority  to  restrain  tho^egal  operation 
of  that  resolution ;  for,  if  bin^ng,  it  gives  to 
the  debtor  rights  which  cannot  be  infringed 
or  taken  away  by  executive  power.  If  the 
order  of  July  11,  1886,  was  unauthoriud,  tiie 
resolution  to  resdnd  It  would  be  nnnecenary. 
Its  adoption  could  not  prevent  the  immedi^ 
promulgation  of  a  cimilar  wder,  in  case  the  Ex- 
ecutive, charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
should  consider  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so.  To 
accompUsh  the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
has  in  view,  we  must  go  beyond  the  order  it- 
self; we  must  go  to  the  law  on  which  that  order 
was  based,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  it  is 

Presumed  that  the  order  in  question  was  issued, 
o  render  the  order  of  no  effoot,  we  must 
amend  the  law. 

I  propose, 'Mr.  Prendent,  first  to  examine  the 
question,  whether  the  Executive  had  a  legal 
authority  to  issue  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July, 
1886 ;  and,  if  he  had  the  power,  whether  it  was 
a  mattw  of  nolioy  fin:  him  to  exercise  it  at  tiie 
time  and  under  the  circomstonoes  he  did. 

Had  the  President,  through  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  power  to  issue  the  order  of 
the  nth  of  July  Ustf 

On  this  point  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  It 
seems  to  my  mind  to  be  clear  and  free  from 
difficulty ;  and '  so  far  from  its  being  a  wanton 
assumption  of  power,  so  for  from  its  being  ille- 
gal, it  is  a  power  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
requisitions  of  existing  laws,  and  which  the 
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President,  cliaKted  witli  their  ezeoutioii,  was 
bound  to  issue  if  he  oonindered  the  pabUe  inter- 
est demanded  it. 

I  cannot,  then,  consider  the  order  of  tlie  11th 
July  last  as  illegal — as  s^ainst  the  material  bind- 
ing proviuons  of  the  resolution  of  tlie  80th 
April,  1816.  I  cannot  regard  the  isaning  of  that 
oraer  as  any  asBmnptioii  <^  power  on  the  part 
of  the  Preadent.  And,  for  an^t  -I  see,  the 
order  most  stand,  unless  the  President  shall  see 
fit  himself  to  viuidraw  it :  or  unless  Congress, 
hj  its  own  legislation,  shall  take  awaj  the  fonn- 
dation  npon  which  that  order  rests — shall  pass 
some  law  that  shall  render  the  order  its^  inop- 
enitiTe. 

in  reference  to  the  policy  and  expediencj  of 
that  measnre,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  a  great 
diver^ty  of  opinion  is  entertained  hj  different 
portions  of  the  business  community.  The  Pres- 
ident 8BJ3  that  he  directed  the  issuing  of  the 
order  with  a  view  to  tiie  safety  of  the  public 
fiinds,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people  gener- 
ally. No  man,  unless  &miliarly  acquunted 
with  the  state  and  condition  of  the  banlra  which 
had  in  depc^t  the  pnUio  f  onda,  tiie  practices 
of  those  insdtntions  with  reference  to  the  focQ- 
ities  furnished  to  the  porohaaers  of  the  pnblic 
domun,  the  amount  of  I3i6  actoal  aalea  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  means  used  in  making 
these  acqnintiona  from  time  to  time,  could  de- 
termine the  policy,  ezpe^eocy,  or  necesuty,  of 
snch  an  order  as  that  which  was  iasoed  on  the 
nth  of  Jalyl{ist. 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  President  to 
direct  the  issuing  of  the  specie  circular,  are 
^ven  in  the  circular,  and  in  the  Message,  and 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
It  seems  to  me  th^  were  reasons  in  no  way 
conflicting  with  the  oonstitntion  or  the  law. 
Cert^nly  some  of  the  very  reawHU  had  been 
m^ed  by  gendemen  on  the  other  ride  daring 
tiie  last  sesrion  of  Congress.  To  save  the  pub- 
lic domain  from  pasring  hito  the  hands  <^  spec- 
ulators, to  prevent  an  improper  use  of  the  pub- 
lic ftinds  in  deposit,  to  cheek  the  issues  of  over- 
trading banks,  and  to  save  the  property  of  the 
nation,  were  among  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Executive  to  send  forth  the  specie  circular. 
And  these  very  considerations  were  reiterated 
time  and  again  on  this  floor  in  the  course  of  the 
last  session,  in  relation  to  the  security  and  safety 
of  the  money  of  the  nation  then  depouted  in 
the  State  banks. 

The  President,  then,  was  bound,  if  the  rea^ 
snu  stated  were  founded  In  fact,  to  issue  this 
order,  which  was  to  effect  the  very  objects  so 
much  derired  at  the  last  sesrion — the  safety  of 
the  public  funds,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
public  domain.  The  order  could  never  have 
been  issued  frmn  any  political  conriderations — 
from  any  derire  for  individual  popularity :  every 
man  must  have  known  that  its  political  efi'ect 
would  have  been  precisely  that  which  has  been 
produced.  Higher  considerations  thoim  thirst 
Kir  personal  popularity,  or  for  political  distinc- 
taoo,  must  have  fnmptoA.  the  Preeid«nt  tohave 


issued  this  order.  It  was  nothing  less  than  a 
settied  conviction  that  the  public  interest  de- 
manded the  measure.  He  designed  it  as  a  mere 
temporary  expedient ;  and  it  remains  now  for 
Congress  to  decide  whether  any  thing,  and,  if 
any  thing,  what  shall  be  done  in  rdation  to 
this  matter. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  in  answer  to 
the  charge  made  agtdnst  the  Setvetary,  for  the 
coorso  ptusned  Inr  nim  in  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  bUL  I  ahould  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  with  any  remarks,  had  I  not  wi^ed  to 
avul  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  speak  <^  that 
measure.  I  gave  my  vote  in  favor  of  that  bill, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  that  vote  has 
received  the  decided  aanotion  of  the  yeomanry 
of  New  Hampshi^  The  bill  passed  both 
Houses  of  Con^r^  by  unexampled  minorities, 
and  yet  the  minority  in  the  Senate,  as  well  as 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  comprise  some 
of  our  most  distingui^ed  statesmen  and  purest 
patriots.  The  biU,  as  it  passed,  was  most  em- 
phatically and  most  truly  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  bill  for  the  regulation,  deposit,  and  safe 
keeinng  of  the  oomm(ni  treamre  of  uie  whde 
country.  There  no  room  for  doubt,  wiUi  re- 
spect to  the  character  of  that  measure.  The 
thirteenth  section  of  that  bill,  among  other 
things,  provides  that  the  States  receiving  their 
proportion  of  the  surplus  riiall  pledge  th^ 
faith  "  to  pay  the  said  moneys,  ana  every  part 
thereof  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  of 
the  public  TreiBury."  Whatever  may  be  the 
practical  operation  of  this  measure,  it  was  re- 
garded at  the  time  in  no  other  light  than  a  bill 
to  regulate  the  local  banks  hanng  i^e  public 
money  in  deporit,  and  to  transfer  from  thon 
banlES  portions  d  the  comm(m  fond  to  plaoea 
of  greyer  security,  the  respective  treasDriea  of 
the  several  States.  I  cannot  beUeve  that  among 
those  then  belonging  to  the  Senate,  who  gave 
to  this  bill  th^  snpport^  there  was  a  single  in- 
dividual of  the  number,  who  would  for  a  mo- 
ment countenance  the  idea  of  taxing,  directly 
or  indirectly,  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing money  to  the  people.  I  never  could 
have  yielded  my  assent  to  any  such  principle ; 
and,  in  voting  for  the  deposit  bill,  no  Sfmator 
could  believe  that  he  was  thereby  yielding  his 
assent  to  any  such  doctrine.  I  hold  it  to  be  sub- 
versive  of  the  very  fonndatioa  upon  which  rests 
our  representative  GoTemment  Such  a  prin- 
ciple is  opposed  to  the  best  and  purest  feelings 
of  patriotism ;  to  the  letter,  the  spirit,  the  ge- 
nins  of  oar  free  institutions.  I  never  could  have 

?' ven  my  vote  for  this  bill  as  a  distribution  bilL 
his  character  has  been  most  unjustly  ^ven  to 
this  measure  here  and  elsewhere.  The  Senator 
from  Mississippi  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that 
it  is  BO  understood  by  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  the  States.  The  le^slative  act  of  New 
Hampshire  shows  most  clearly  the  sentiments 
of  ihtA  State  vith  reference  to  this  measure. 
She  has  voted  to  receive  her  portion  of  the 
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money ;  but  the  leffidation  of  that  State  baa 
most  saoredlj  goaraed  the  principal  as  risht- 
teSiy  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  that  woUe 
she  ocHiBideri  herself  juBtly  entiUed  to  the  bene- 
ficial nse  of  her  portion  of  the  aorplDS,  bo  long 
as  it  shall  remain  nnoolled  for,  she  holds  the 
principal  to  be  of  right  the  property  of  the  Gren- 
eral  GoTemment.  It  is  tme  tiiat  New  Hamp- 
shire hj  her  act  will  deposit  her  share  of  the 
ftEEud  amcmg  the  several  towns  of  that  State  for 
aofelceeptaig.  Bnt  the  BtitepoaseBseB&e  power, 
her  distfess  warrant*,  to  enforce  c«Ueotion 
■t  any  time,  against  any  town  which  should 
neglect  or  refbse  to  pay  when  demanded ;  and 
the  pfmdlng  act  sabjeiots  l^e  town  to  indict- 
ment, in  case  any  pul,  of  the  prinrapal  of  the 
money  thwein  deposited  should  be  used  for  any 
purpose ;  and  the  conrt  ard  required  to  impose 
on  Buoh  a  town  a  fine  equal  to  the  part  of  t^e 
piWnpal  thus  appropriated,  and  to  issue  execu- 
tion against  any  such  a  town,  to  be  levied  and 
collected  in  the  nsnal  mode.  Thus  had  his  own 
State  managed  in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and 
gentlemen  may  be  assured  that  whenever  occa- 
sion diall  dfiiDand  that  any  portion  of  this 
money  ahoold  be  retnmed  to  the  National 
lYeacmry,  for  the  nse  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, Uist  State  will  promptly  and  properly 
fiomply  with  socih  a  demand. 


WnuniDAT,  December  98. 

Unexpended  Appropriatitmt. 

Hr.  Bkkton  rose  to  move  the  printing  of  the 
document  from  the  Treasury  Department  whioh 
had  been  called  for  on  his  motion,  and  had 
oome  in  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  a  document 
■bowing  the  nnezpended  balances  of  i^ipropri- 
ttxaa  which  would  remain  in  the  Treunry  on 
the  lit  day  oi  January  next,  the  amount  of 
each  balanoe,  the  otjject  to  which  it  was  appli- 
oable,  and  the  date  of  the  law  by  which  the 
apinoiniation  was  made.  It  was  ttie  ampUflea- 
tMMi  and  snbstantiation  of  that  part  of  the 
Preddent's  Message  at  the  commenoement  of 
the  session,  in  which  he  stud  thaA  these  unex- 
pended balances  were  estimated  at  $14,686,062, 
exceeding  by  $9,686,062  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  the  depont  banks,  and  whioh  are 
oatstanding  appropriations,  to  be  met  by  re- 
imbursements irom  the  States,  if  the  revenue 
fall  short  of  meeting  them ;  and  that  this  large 
amount  unexpended  was  the  effect  of  the  late- 
ness of  ti»  period  at  whioh  the  amnwriationB 
bad  been  made.  This  ISoartem  ana  a  naif  mil- 
Uons  has  bew  called  a  Borplna,  for  wlddt  the 
Govemment  has  no  nse;  and  it  would  seem 
that  some  States,  acting  on  this  idea,  were  for 
treating  the  deposit  act  as  a  distribntion  law, 
and  using  the  money  deposited  with  them,  as 
if  the  Oovemment  in  reality  had  no  use  for  it. 
Nothing,  he  said,  oonld  be  more  errooeons  than 
this  idea.  This  fourteen  and  a  half  millions 
wwa  not  a  sui>la8,  but  qtproialated  maaey— 
appropriAtod  too  late  to  be  need  this  year,  but 


remaining  applicable  to  its  objeota,  under  the 
act  of  1796,  for  two  full  years  after  the  year  in 
which  the  appropriation  was  made.  The  doc- 
ument contains  a  detailed  statement  of  each 
object,  and  in  the  list  would  be  found  objects 
belonging  to  every  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  every  State  would  find  some  objects 
near  and  dear  to  itself,  and  for  which  the  State 
had  been  long  soliciting.  Among  these  objects 
were  the  branch  mints  in  the  South  and  in  New 
Orleans,  the  oustom-houBes  in  B<nton  and  New 
York,  the  Treasun-  and  Patent  Offices  in  ttaa 
cUtjf  many  fortincationa,  roads,  and  block- 
houses, west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  half  a 
dozen  Indian  tribes,  and  among  them  the  Cher- 
okee treaty,  on  which  alone  the  balance  was 
$1,245,000.  This  latter  was  a  good  specimen  of 
the  whole  of  these  delayed  appropriations,  and 
illustrated  the  manner  practised  at  the  last 
sion  to  create  an  unavoidable  surplus.  First, 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  then  all  possible 
exertions  made  to  defeat  it ;  then  the  appro- 
priation law  ander  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  posuble  moment,  and  then  all  possible 
efforts  made  to  defeat  it  Itnally,  on  the  2d 
day  of  Jul^the  aj^opriatlon  passed;  and  then 
Mr.  John  Boss,  a  true  coa^ntor  of  the  snmLns 
party,  went  home  to  prevent  the  Indians  from 
receive  the  moue^ ;  and  succeeded ;  and  bo 
saved  tlus  four  millions  imd  a  quarter  for  dis- 
tribution, as  a  part  of  that  unavoidable  surplus 
for  which  tJie  States  are  told,  and  even  Georgia 
hersdf  is  told,  the  Federal  Govemment  has  no 
nse  t  Now,  there  was  some  nse  for  this  foar 
and  a  quarter  millions.  The  United  States 
would  have  to  ruse  it  otherwise  if  she  did  not 
get  it  back  from  the  States ;  for  the  compact 
with  Geoi^a,  made  thirty-foor  years  ago,  and 
by  which  the  United  States  obtained  ALalMmn 
and  Mis^ippl,  will  have  to  *be  earned  into 
effect  And  so  of  every  ol^ect  mentioned  in 
the  doonment  There  were  above  two  hundred 
of  these  objects,  and  money  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  each  of  them  into  effect ; 
for  tiiey  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  ai>andoned; 
and  this  head  of  ndne,  (said  Mr.  B.,  putting  his 
finger  to  his  forehead,)  this  head  of  mine,  as 
belonging  to  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, was  now  occupied  with  this  subject,  and 
was  considering  how  far  duties  could  oe  reduc- 
ed, and  how  for  they  would  have  to  be  kept 
up,  and  what  tax  otherwise  unnecessary  must 
be  retidned  to  supply  the  place  of  these  fonr- 
te«i  and  a  half  mtUiMis,  if  the  depodt  act  la 
pervoted  by  any  of  the  States  into  a  distribu- 
tion law.  Now,  he  wanied  this  fact  carried 
home  to  the  people  of  tiie  States  in  such  form 
that  it  conld  not  be  disputed.  He  wonld  there- 
fore move  to  have  this  doonment  printed,  and 
five  copies  sent  to  the  Governor  of  each  State, 
ten  copies  sent  to  each  branch  of  the  State  Leg- 
islature%  and  1,000  extra  copies  be  supplied 
to  the  mnate  for  its  distribution. 

Mr.  Calhodn  rose  to  make  a  very  few  re- 
marks <m  the  T<ffy  eztraordinaiy  motifm  of  the 
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Senator  from  Msaonri,  and  to  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  n^s  on  the  qnestion.  The  sending  out 
lliis  paper  in  the  manner  proposed  woold  make 
an  erroneous  impression  on  the  minds  of  those 
to  whom  it  would  he  sent,  and  would  be  an 
nnuBoal  departure  from  the  ordinary  practice 
of  the  Senate.  Bid  not  every  Senator  know 
that  there  was  A  la^  amomitleft  intha  Treas- 
ury, say  five  miUiona  of  doHars,  by  the  depodt 
law  <tf  the  last  sesnon,  tar  the  purpose  <rf  meet- 
ing these  balances  f  Did  not  every  Senator 
know  that,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  there  were  three  millions  of 
dollars  of  these  appropriations  that  would  not 
be  wanted,  and  were  therefore  transferred  to 
the  surplus  fUnd  in  pursuance  of  a  stan^ng 
law  f  And  was  there  not,  besides,  a  large  sum 
in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  the 
Government!  He  knew,  Mr.  0.  said,  that 
every  exertion  would  he  made  in  order  to  de- 
feat the  deposit  bill  at  this  session.  He  knew 
well  that  the  battle  was  yet  to  be  fought — a 
battle  in  which  the  people  would  be  on  one 
side,  and  the  office-holders  and  office-seekers  on 
the  oOitf. 

Election  of  Chapiam. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
chapl^  The  Bev.  Mr.  Goodman,  having  re- 
ceiTed  32  votes,  was  duly  elected. 


Thubsdat,  December  29. 
Admittion  pfMiehigan. 

Mr.  Gbihtdt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  luchigon  into  the  Union ;  which  was, 
\^  consent  read  twice. 

Kr.  Obusdt  moved  that  the  bill  now  receive 
its  third  Trading ;  it  was  but  short ;  the  facts 
of  the  case  were  well  known. 

Ifr.  EwiNG  objected  to  the  bill's  receiving  its 
third  reading  at  this  t^e.  It  was  &r  too  im- 
portant in  its  diaraeter  to  be  hniried  through 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  joined  in  the  objection.  He 
had  not  looked  much  at  the  qnestion  involved 
in  the  bill,  nor  was  he  acquainted  with  the 
facts  of  tlie  case ;  but,  assuming  them  to  be  as 
had  been  stated  in  the  President's  Message,  this 
was  one  of  the  very  gravest  questions  ever  sub- 
ifiitted  to  the  S«i&t6.  It  was  certidnir  one 
which  required  to  be  maturely  conriderea,  and 
careftaHy  weighed.  He  wished  more  time  for 
reflection:  firstj  that  he  mig^t  more.aoonnitely 
ascertain  what  the  facts  were ;  and,  secondly, 
that  he  might  weigh  them  in  his  mind  with  the 
care  they  demanded.  He  presumed  others  were 
of  like  mind ;  and,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  Senate,  he.  would  move  that  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed, 
and  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
that  day  week. 

Mr.  Gbdhdt  did  not  olject  to  allowing  gen- 
tfamen  a  reasonable  timi^  bat  thong^t  a«  diqr 


named  too  distant.  There  was  one  good  rea- 
son why  the  bill  ^ould  receive  an  earlier  con- 
sideration :  the  distribution  of  tiie  deposits  was 
to  take  place  soon  after  the  1st  day  of  January 
next,  and  it  was  desirable,  if  the  bill  was  to  pass 
at  all,  that  it  passed  early  enon^  to  admit  the 
State  of  Michigan  to  receive,  with  her  sisten 
of  Uie  confederacy,  her  due  proportion  of  tiie 
public  moneys ;  but  if  the  whole  subject  was 
put  as  had  been  moved,  tiie  panage  of  the 
bill  nuffht  be  so  ftr  delayed  as  to  rwder  tUa 
imposdole.  This,  surely,  was  a  strong  argu- 
ment for  as  early  an  attention  to  the  subject 
as  pc^sible.  As  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  tiiey 
were  detailed  in  the  President's  Message,  and  u 
the  documents  which  had  been  reported  with 
the  bill :  he  was  ftiUy  aware  that  tiiey  present- 
ed a  case,  in  r^^ard  to  which  the  judgraenta  of 
gentiemen  might  widely  differ ;  but  the  facts 
themselves  were  few,  and  might  soon  l>e  told. 
In  June.  last,  Congress  had  passed  a  bill  declar- 
ing that,  on  certtdn  conditions  therein  set 
forth,  the  new  State  of  Michigan  iQionld  be 
received  into  the  Union :  one  of  which  was. 
tliatowtain  boondaiy  lines  dionld  be  assigned 
to  the  State ;  and  another,  that  a  convantioii 
of  the  people  of  Uichigan,  o(mvened  for  the 
express  purpose,  should  ex|nrees  their  assent  to 
these  conditions,  and  agree  to  come  into  the 
confederacy  on  the  terms  prescril>ed.  The  act 
contdned  no  directions  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  such  convention  should  l>e  called.  A 
convention  was  ordered  by  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan ;  which  met,  and  conduded  to  reject 
the  conditions  of  admis^on,  and  communicated 
such  dissent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  On  &rther  reflection,  however,  with- 
ont  any  particular  form  of  legislation,  the  petH 
pie  themselves  had  since  spontaneondy  met  in 
their  primary  assemblies,  aira  oaUedaseoond  eon- 
ventitm,  by  wMdh  body  it  had  been  agreed  to 
accept  the  conditiomi  <A  the  law,  and  thus  to 
enter  the  confederacy.  It  was  since  ascert^n- 
ed  that  from  6,000  to  6,000  votes  for  this  latter 
convention  had  been  cast  for  the  same  mem- 
bers who  had  formerly  decided  to  refose  the 
terms  of  admission,  and  irom  8,000  to  9,000  in 
favor  of  men  of  a  different  opinion.  This,  he 
believed,  was  abont  as  correct  a  statement  of 
the  facts  of  the  case  as  could  l)e  obtidned  by 
greater  delay.  The  qnestion  was  certainly  open 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  this  latter  con- 
vention, on  which,  no  doubt,  there  would  be  a 
divernty  of  opinion ;  but  as  to  the  foots  there 
could  be  no  mspute.  It  would  appear,  on  ex- 
amination, that  altiiODgh  a  m^ority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  had,  at  the  date  of  the  firrt 
convention,  been  oi^>osed  to  aco^iting  the 
terms  of  adndsnoo,  yet,  at  the  time  the  last 
was  held,  an  overflowing^mt^ortty  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  measure.  When  these  facts  ehonld 
be  fonnd  and  admitted  to  l>e  as  stated,  Mr.  G. 
should  give  his  views  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
tlie  conseauence.  But  he  was  anxious  that  the 
law  shonla  be  passed  in  time  tsa  Michigan  to 
her  prt^rtion  of  tbe  paUio  oKn^*  The 
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Secretarj  oonld  not  make  the  distribtitioa  on 
tiie  first  of  the  month,  as  all  the  returns  would 
not  then  b«lpu,  bnt  he  might  probably  be  In 
circanutaneer  to  do  ao  within  ten  di^s  there- 
after. 

Mr.  Oalhotjit  said  that  no  Senator  was  mon 
anxious  that  the  new  State  of  Michigan  should 
he  reoelTOd  into  the  oonfedenK7  thui  himself 
or  could  be  man  wIUidk  that  she  should  obtain 
her  dne  proportion  of  the  publlomfmey  plaoed 
in  deposit  imk  the  aereral  States.  He  desired 
to  interpose  no  unnecessary  delay,  and  would 
Tary  his  motion  so  as  to  propose  ttiat  this  bill 
be  made  the  order  for  Tuesday  next.  (Monday, 
he  presumed^  would  scarcely  be  a  bunness  day, 
and  many  of  the  members  might  be  absent.) 
According,  however,  to  the  statement  given  by 
the  gentleman  himself  there  was  at  the  bottom 
of  this  subject  one  of  the  gravest,  the  very 
gravest,  questions  which  could  be  agitated ;  so 
grave,  indeed,  that  important  as  he  conceived 
uie  depout  act  to  be,  he  could  almost  prefer 
ijiat  tbdr  respectiTe  tmHwrtaona  of  the  snrplas 
Aind  should  DO  vlthndd  frtnn  all  tlie  States, 
than  that  a  bill  like  l^ia  should  radily  be  pass- 
ed. He  wished,  be  repeated  it,  more  time  for 
reflection. 

Mr.  MoitBiB  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill,  yet  he  did  not  concur  in 
the  preamble  as  reported.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
doubt  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  should  rejoice  at  her  admission. 
Bnt,  as  the  cbdnnan  had  correctly  stated  the 
act  of  Congress,  providing  for  her  admission, 
made  it  conditional,  and  required  her  previous 
assent  to  the  oondition,  that  assent  was  to  be 
made  known  to  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  the  assent  of  the  neo|de  of  Mich- 
igan had  not  yet  reached  the  Iresident  at  the 
dkto  of  his  last  communioatioa,  and  therefore 
Oongress  did  not  officially  know  the  fact.  The 
first  question  was,  whether  the  Senate  was 
competent  to  declare  the  act  of  the  last  conven- 
tion a  valid  act  The  law  required  that  a  con- 
vention should  be  called,  for  toe  express  object 
of  ezpresung  assent  or  dissent  to  the  conditions 
of  reception.  Now,  the  Senate  had  learned 
from  the  President's  Message  that  the  people 
of  Michigan  had  assembled  in  a  convention 
called  by  their  own  Legislature,  and  had  declar- 
ed their  ditisent,  and  had  communicated  such 
dissent  to  the  Preudent,  Bnt,  after  tliis  solemn 
act  by  a  ecmvention  legally  called,  it  seemed 
that  there  had  another  convention  been  gotten 
up  wiUiont  any  authnity  of  law,  and  on  the 
acts  of  this  body  the  present  bin  was  finmded. 
It  involved  questions  of  the  highest  magnitude, 
Mr.  M.  went  on  to  express  his  opinion  that  the 
doings  of  the  latter  convention  could  be  no 
guide  fbr  the  leci^tion  of  Ocwgress,  who  on^t 
to  act  Just  as  if  no  such  body  had  ever  met. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  third  section  of  the 
admission  law,  which  required  the  previous  as- 
sent of  the  people  of  Michigan  to  conditions 
presented  by  Oongress,  was  an  imixnitioD  apon 
that  people ;  bnt  the  oorreot  mode  would  now 
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be  to  repeal  that  act  and  to  receive  the  State  at 
once.  The  whole  law  had  proceeded  on  the 
hypothesis  that  there  was  an  onsettled  boundary 
line  between  Michigan  and  the  State  south  of 
her ;  but,  as  one  of  the  Senators  ^  that  State, 
he  considered  the  qnesticm  of  tmundary  as  folly 
settied.  He  was  willing  to  admit  Miohiffan, 
bnt  not  <m  groonds  whioi  were  nnfonudea  in 
&ot  He  gave  notice  that  he  should,  when  the 
bill  came  up  for  consideration,  move  to  strike 
out  the  preamble ;  it  was  .intended  as  a  key  to 
the  bill ;  but  it  was  calculated  rather  to  midead 
than  to  goide  to  the  true  prindple  on  whidi 
the  bill  was  foonded.  It  was  possible  tiiat,  on 
further  reflection,  he  might  chan^  his  mind ; 
but  such  were  his  present  impressions. 

Mr.  Gbundt  said  that  the  committee,  when 
draughting  the  bill,  had  also  taken  under  con- 
sideration that  view  of  the  subject  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio ;  and  if,  on  Monday, 
the  Soiate  should  concur  in  that  view,  no  re- 
gard would  be  had  in  the  bill  to  the  me  con- 
vention accepting  the  twma  d  admiaitiini,  and 
thus  the  otjoot  m  admiBaicHi  would  be  attained. 
But  it  was  on  this  ground  that  Mr.  G.  preferred 
the  preamble :  that  Midiigan  could  then  never 
claim,  as  a  State,  what  Oongress  had  thus  de- 
dded  agiUnst  And,  as  there  was  an  invetoate 
controversy  between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  he 
thought  it  the  l>etter  w^  to  bind  Michigan,  ao 
that  under  no  pretext  could  she  set  up  a  daim 
to  a  section  of  country  belonj^ng  to  Ohio.  If 
the  preamble  should  be  stricken  out,  the  sub- 
ject would  be  more  open  to  controversy  than 
if  it  should  be  retuned.  Mr.  G.  believed  that, 
by  the  preamble,  Michigan  would  be  estomted 
from  cwning  forward  and  oldming  any  thing. 
It  was  mereb-  on  this  ground  that  he  was  m 
&vor  of  rotating  the  jveamble.  But^  to  ob- 
viate otjjeotions,  he  was  willing  that  the  ImH 
should  be  postponed,  and  made  tne  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next 

Ml.  BvcHAHAir  was  aware  that  the  present 
was  not  the  pr<^>er  occasion  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  bill  which  had  been  reported : 
nor  did  he  purpose  to  enter  on  its  discusmou ; 
but,  as  other  gentiemen  had  briefly  stated  their 
opinions  on  the  saldect,  he  ciiould  in  like  man- 
ner state  what  was  nia  own  view  of  tJie  matter. 
Ue  did  not  eonnder  the  subject  of  the  bill  as 
peculiarly  grave  or  difScult,  save  as  it  was  al- 
ways a  grave  question  whether  a  new  State 
should  be  received  into  the  Union.  The  laiv- 
gnago  of  tiie  admiadon  act,  which  had  passed 
last  year,  was  Ten-  ^aln  to  him,  ao  mnoh  so^ 
indeed,  uat  he  bad  expeoted  the  Prendent 
would  have  issued  his  proclamation  at  once, 
without  referring  the  questi<m  to  Congress  for 
dedeion,  Mr.  B.  here  quoted  the  act,  and  ob- 
served that  it  contuned  no  proviuon  requiring 
any  legislative  action  on  the  part  of  Michigan, 
to  authorize  a  convehtion  of  the  people.  It 
would  have  been  improper  that  it  should.  He 
insisted  it  was  penectiy  competent  for  the 
people  of  that  Territory  to  bold  a  convention 
^ontaneouflly,  without  any  flppUcation  to  the 
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LegMatuie  about  the  matter ;  and  if  they  had 
done  so,  the  only  qnestion  was  whether  snch 
ooDTention  had  deoided  to  accept  the  oonditions 
of  admisrion  which  Ofmgress  had  (very  proper- 
ly, in  his  Judgment)  required.  He  believed  it 
Had :  and  the  oaae  ma  tbereforv  very  plun. 
He  vndentood  Aere  bad  been  more  Totes^  by 
&000  on  both  sides,  g^ven  in  this  latter  than  in 
toe  first  oonveotion ;  and  no  matter  how  many 
tinsoocesafnl  attempts  had  preTioosIy  been  made, 
if  tiielr  consent  had  at  last  been  given,  there 
was  an  end  of  the  matter ;  they  were  dearly 
entitled  to  admission.  He  should  not  enter  on 
the  argoment,  but  merely  threw  oat  his  oi^Qion, 
which  he  ahonld  be  ready,  at  the  proper  time,. 
Ifl  enforce  with  what  little  powor  he  might 
command. 

Mr.  Ewraa  concurred  with  his  ooUeagne  (Mr. 
UoBxis)  in  iba  opinion  that  the  last  oonvention 
hdd  in  Mjcbimn  ma  tytogMuat  illegal  and  nn- 
antiurized.  He  saw  In  it  notiung  which  was 
entitled  to  be  eaDed  a  eoDTentton  of  the  people. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  the  preamble  of  the 
IdU.  He  had  not  examined  the  bill  itself  and 
could  not  say  what  might  be  his  oiniuon  of  it, 
should  the  preamble  be  stricken  ont;  bnt  how 
mneh  soever  it  mieht  operate  as  an  estoppel 
to  like  new  State  of  MicMgan  from  ever  here- 
^ter  mooting  'again  the  vexed  qnestion  of  her 
boundary  line,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  having 
that  estoppel  effected  by  what  he  coneddered  a 
mere  fiction.  [Mr.  E.  quoted  the  admisnon  act, 
to  show  the  oonditions  of  admissionj  Now, 
did  any  one  nppose  that  it  was  a  ftalflunent  of 
Ibis  CMtdition  far  ibe  people  to  rise  np  in  their 
priman'  assemblies  without  legal  organisation 
or  dvil  anfiiority,  and  declare  their  assent  to 
the  conditions  of  admission  t  Was  sodety  tiins 
to  be  redaced  to  its  dements,  and  was  it  to  act 
witiiont  social  orgimization?  The  act  of  Con- 
gress had  recognized  no  snch  principle ,  it  had 
recognized  the  prinotple  of  social  oi^anizotion ; 
and  to  hold  the  vaUtuty  of  the  acts  of  snch  an 
aasembli^  as  had  come  tt^ther  nnder  the 
name  a  convention  of  the  people,  was,  in 
his  jndgmentr  so  strange  as  to  amount  almost  to 
an  absm^ity.  Interested  or  not,  he  thought,  in 
all  ^mess,  the  estoppd  effected  hj  such  an 
act  of  aseent  ought  not  to  be  accepted  and 
hdd  binding.  It  was  based  mxm  an  act  that 
WBS  wholly  void.  It  was  s^  Indeed,  that  a 
minority  of  the  people  had  voted ;  bnt  where 
was  the  evidence  of  any  rwolar  soetel  organi- 
zation in  the  oonvention !  what  gnarantee  did 
Oongress  possess  that  it  had  been  convened  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  the  constitution  ?  Who 
voted  ?  Who  notified  the  people  at  large  of  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting  f  Did  the  people  all 
consent  to  snch  time,  and  such  place  1  It  was, 
at  least,  not  probable  they  did.  The  people  of 
this  cotmtry  were  in  the  habit  of  looking  to 
some  regular  and  reoc^nized  authority  in  ^ 
their  proceedings.  A,  B,  and  0,  in  a  particular 
coDn^  deelaring  that  they  would  meet  to  oon- 
dder  mia  public  question,  did  not  lay  the  ba^ 
ct  a  oonventiffli.  How  had  the  eleotioa  of 


members  of  the  convention  been  condnctedj 
Who  had  been  the  judges  of  election  1  hod  they 
been  sworn!  if  so,  their  oath  most  have  been 
eztndndidaL  And  who  had  been  penuitted  to 
vote  ?  It  had  been  said,  there  were  two  thou- 
sand nuHV  votes  givai  on  dther  side  than  in 
the  first  eonTOition.  That  tiuit  number  of 
votes  had  been  counted  he  did  not  doubt ;  but 
where  was  the  evidence  that  they  had  been 
nven  f  No  warrant,  or  qualifications  of  voters, 
had  been  alluded  to.  Mr.  £.  had  no  objectiw 
to  the  admission  of  Michigan,  bat  let  it  be  dona 
regolarly,  and  in  a  proper  manner;  and  let 
nothing  like  trick  be  practised  upon  the  people 
of  the  new  State,  by  an  estoppel  improper^ 
obtained  against  their  claim& 

Mr.  MoKBiB  was  very  thaukfiil  for  information 
that  would  show  the  ground  on  which  the  par- 
ties stood  in  the  diaoanion.  He  nndnstoodtbe 
gentieman  (Hr.  Bvobasxs)  thus :  that  all  whioh 
was  required  of  the  people  of  Michigan  was 
that  they  should  diooee  a  convention,  and  that 
snch  omventlon  ahonld  assent  to  the  act  of  ad- 
miaaim.  The  gentieman  even  went  farther ;  if 
one  convention  had  failed,  the  people  might 
choose  another,  and  so  go  on  m  v^nitum. 
This  doctrine,  Mr.  M.  thought,  went  directiy 
to  dissolve  the  whole  elements  of  society,  and 
to  destroy  all  the  obligations  of  law.  It 
amonnted  to  this :  that  if  an  act  of  Oongress 
should  be  passed  for  the  punidiment  of  an 
offence,  which  act  required  a  jodicial  investiga- 
tion, the  people  mi^t,  notwithstanding,  rise 
in  an  (wlginal  assembly,  and  themselves  mfiict 
the  punianmant 

Again :  if  lOehigan  had  adc^rted  a  coiutitn* 
tion,  it  was  bonnd  to  abide  by  that  constitution. 
But  this  proposed  act  of  Congress  would  glv» 
the  people  of  Michigan  the  power  to  amend 
and  add  to  that  constitotion.  Mr.  M.  thought 
that  doctrines  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  tol- 
erated. And  if  snch  an  original  oonvention 
was  proper,  how  was  it  to  be  created  t  Was 
one  county  to  notify  another,  or  tme  individual 
another  ?  or  how  was  it  to  be  done  ?  If  the 
people  of  Michigaii  might  act  in  this  irregolar 
way,  then  so  might  the  people  of  any  of  the 
Statea,  and  all  government  and  law  would  be 
titas  already  dissolved  into  thdr  wi^^nal  fo- 
ments, and  tiie  whole  f^rio  of  our  institntiima 
wouM  be  reduced  to  a  shadow.  And  the  &alt 
would  not  be  so  much  in  the  people  of  Michigan 
as  in  this  proposed  act  of  Congress.  Mr.  M. 
thought  much  mischief  would  fwlow  the  pas- 
si^  of  the  bill  with  snch  a  preamble.  It 
would  be  estabfiflhing  by  Congress  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  not  to  be  governs  by  law,  but  by 
popular  frenzy.  When  the  Lefpslatnre  of 
Michigan  passed  tiie  law  authorizing  a  oonvm- 
tion,  was  there  any  objection  made  to  that  law  ? 
But  why  pass  the  law,  If  the  people  might  riso 
in  an  original  oonvention  ?  It  was  such  a  con- 
vention that  at  least  accepted  tiie  terms  of  ad- 
TolMioor-A  convention  which,  as  the  Preddent 
had  informed  us,  was  got  np  without  law ;  and 
ttiePresidaathaatlttwforenot  issned  faia  proo- 
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latnation  of  admission.  It  seemed  to  ICr.  M. 
that  all  this  was  a  wide  departare  from  the 
oonBtitntion  ood  laws  of  the  conn  try ;  and  he 
ahoold,  therefore,  at  the  proper  time,  moTd  to 
strike  out  the  preamble. 

Itr.  BvoHAXAS  reffretted  that,  In  ezpreaaiDg 
a  mere  general  opinion,  he  had  nnintenticmally 
given  me  to  the  present  discns^on.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  who  had  jnst  taken  his  seat, 
had  stated  the  gronnd  he  had  taken  in  snoh 
strong  terms,  that  Hr.  B.  enpposed  that  if  an 
angel  from  heaven  shoold  attempt  to  convince 
him  of  the  contrary,  he  wonld  labor  in  vain. 
That  honorable  Senator  had  discovered  that  he 
(Hr.  B.)  was  a  great  latitudinarian ;  and  that, . 
if  the  principles  he  had  stated  shotdd  once  he 
admitted,  every  thins  wonld  run  to  confusion. 
The  people,  it  seemed,  wonld  rise,  and  not  onlj 
legislate  for  themselves,  bnt  execute  justice  al- 
so I — (he  presumed  hj  Lynch  law.)  Bnt  be 
denied  tiie  Justice  of  any  such  Inf^renoea  from 
his  doctrine.  By  what  authority  had  the  first 
oonveotioii  been  held  f  Not  from  any  power 
j^ven  by  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  L^datnre 
of  Mioh^an  to  paaa  a  law  calling  a  convention. 
'Why,  then,  ha4  such  an  act  been  passed? 
Clearly  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Michi- 
ran  had  been  acting  as  a  sovereign  State,  and 
Oongress  had  been  treating  with  ner  touching 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  It  had  been 
very  proper  in  the  Legislature  to  pass  snch  a 
law;  hut  the  convention  assembled  under  it 
had  proved  ineffectual.  Oongress  bad  acted 
wisely  in  not  requiring  any  act  of  the  L^^sla- 
tore  to  give  validity  to  the  convention.  Hie 
mreniffi  people  of  the  State  <tf  Michigan  had 
ft  right  to  do,  in  this  matter,  Jnrt  what  they 
sbonid  please  to  do.  And  even  had  the  Legis- 
lature refused  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  conven- 
taon,  the  people  would  still  have  possessed  the 
right  to  meet  in  tiieir  primary  assemblies,  and 
make  their  wishes  known  to  the  Legislature. 
He  admitted  that  Congress  should  first  be  satis- 
fied that  the  convention  had  acted  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  had  actually  concurred  in  the  con- 
ditions of  admission.  But,  when  this  was  pro- 
vided, it  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  favor  to 
receive  the  new  State.  It  was  her  right  to 
come  in.  He  should  not  go  into  the  argoment 
at  this  time ;  when  the  biU  came  np,  he  should 
be  hwpy  to  meet  tlie  two  Senators  from  Ohio 
In  its  (uscnssion. 

Hr.  Benton  said  it  was  imjpoadble  that  any 
qnestioD  could  arise  about  the  admission,  on 
which  every  gentieman  had  not  already  made 
up  his  mind.  The  anbject  bad  already  been 
four  or  five  years  before  Congress.  Ur.  B.  in- 
sisted that  the  qu^on  was  a  mere  question  of 
right— a  right  which  existed  four  years  ago, 
but  which  had  been  met  at  the  threshold,  and 
fought  inch  by  inch,  till,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  the  friends  of  the  admission  had  de- 
termined to  Bit  it  out  The  admlsnon  had  been 
resisted  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  history  of 
the  ooQBtry.  And  now  it  was  to  be  put  off 
till  Ibmdayjvhea  the  Senate  bad  ntiieroccar 
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sion  to  sit  at  night  in  these  short  days ;  aift  tJie 
nights  would  be  neoessary  fbr  the  discussion  of 
this  question.  If  all  the  questions  broagbt  for^ 
ward  should  be  discussed,  they  must  begin  with 
Adam,  who  had  but  one  woman  to  govern,  and 
enter  into  the  history  of  orig^al  conventions, 
niere  was  no  neoesrity  of  poetponing  tiD  Mon- 
day. All  tbe  time  would  be  httle  enongh  for 
them  to  get  rid  of  what  was  pent  np  wittun 
them  almost  to  bursting  on  this  subject.  Bnt 
if  postponed,  then,  when  Monday  should  c^m^ 
Mr,  B.  would  come  and  tii  down  in  his  chair, 
and  wonld  camp  on  this  ground  till  Wirt^ilgm 
shoold  be  admitted. 

The  disoosnon  ended  by  making  the  bill  Hat 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


MoNDAV,  January  2,  1637. 

Mr.  Enra,  of  Alabama,  preemted  the  creden- 
tials of  tiie  Hem.  John  MoKmurr,  elected  by  tho 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  a  Senatw 
from  that  State,  to  Bei:ve  for  six  yaars  from  the 
4th  of  March  next, 

Ur.  Pebstoh  i^peared  in  his  seat  to-d^. 

Land  BiU. 

Mr.  Wajjess,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  reported  Mr.  Cut's  load  bill, 
with  an  amenoment,  striking  out  the  whole 
bill  save  the  enacting  clause,  and  snbstitutiag 
another  which  restriots  the  sales  of  the  puUio 
lands  to  actual  settlers,  and  to  them  in  small 
quantities,  accompanied  with  many  guards 
against  its  tteing  evaded  by  speculators. 

Admiuion  ^  JRehiffon, 

Mr.  OnmrDT  moved  that  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  be  pos^ned,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  was  opposed  to  the  motion ;  the 
documents  accompanying  the  hill  had  but  this 
morning  been  laid  upon  the  tables,  and  no  time 
had  been  allowed  for  even  reading  them  over. 

Mr.  Gbundt  insisted  on  his  motion.  Of  one 
point  he  was  fully  satisfied — that  Michigan  had 
a  right  to  be  received  into  the  Union ;  on  this, 
he  presumed  there  wonld  be  bat  little  difference 
of  opinion,  the  chief  diffioolty  having  renwot 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  he  done.  There 
seemed  more  difference  of  opimcm,  and  he  pre- 
sumed thwe  would  be  more  debate,  tonehing 
the  preamble  concerning  the  bill  itself ;  bat  m 
could  not  consent  to  postpone  the  subject. 
Oongress  were  daily  posmng  laws  the  effect  of 
which  prrased  immediately  upon  the  people  of 
Michigan,  and  concerning  which  they  were  en- 
titled to  have  a  voice  and  a  vote  upon  this 
floor,  and,  therefore,  the  bill  for  their  wlmission 
onght  to  receive  the  immediate  action  of  the 
Senate.  As  to  the  documents,  they  were  not 
numerous.  The  gentieman  from  South  Caro- 
lina  might  readily  run  his  eye  over  them,  and 
he  would  perceive  that  ^e  facts  of  the  oase 
were  easily  understood,  indeed,  there  was  bnt 
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ODA  ot  any  ooiuequaice,  reepeoting  which  there 
was  any  controTeny. 

The  ordere  ifere  postponed,  and  fbe  Senate 
proeeedad  to  consider  the  bUl,  as  follows : 

A  luir  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  Into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty, 
ux,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  tlie  northern  boun- 
dBi7  the  State  of  OUo,  and  to  jtnmde  fbr  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  conditions  therein  expressed,"  a  conrentioQ 
of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  State 
of  IGdiigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their 
assent  to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of  Michi- 
gan, as  described,  declared,  and  estabUsbed,  in  and 
by  the  said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December^ 
dghtem  hundred  and  tl^y-dz,  assent  to  die  pro* 
vwni8<tf  said  act:  tiierefore, 

Be  a  enacted,  Ac,  That  the  State  of  IDchigan 
shall  be  one,  and  ia  herd)y  declared  to  be  one,  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori^nol  States, 
hi  all  respects  whatever. 

Sec.  a.  Andheit  further  ena^ed,  Tl»t  the  Secretary 
ef  ihn  TnuoTj^  In  eanyins  into  eflbet  the  thirteentii 
and  fborteenth  Bectlonfl  m  the  act  of  Oe  twenty- 
tiilrd  of  Jane,  agliteen  hundred  and  thirty-rix, 
entitled  "An  act  to  r^;dats  the  deporitg  of  the 
pobiie  money,"  diall  eonddw  the  State  <tf  MIddgan 
M^b^  one  of  the  Uidted  States. 

lit.  UoBBu  moved  to  reoommit  the  bin  to  tiie 
Oommittee  on  the  Jndioiary,  with  Ins&iiotioiu 
to  atrike  ont  the  preamble. 

Mr.  OaiaoDir  addressed  the  Senate  as  follom : 

To  nnderetand  fblly  the  objection  to  this 
IhU,  it  ia  neoessaiy  that  we  should  have  a  cor- 
rect eoneeption  of  the  facts.  They  are  few, 
and  may  be  briefly  told. 

Some  time  wevions  to  the  last  sesn<m  ^f 
Oonsresa,  the  Territory  of  Hiohlgan,  through 
its  legislature;,  withonzed  the  people  to  meet 
in  oonventioQ,  for  the  pnrp(»e  of  forming  a 
State  Qovemment.  They  met  aeeordingly,  and 
agreed  upon  a  constitution,  whioh  they  forth- 
irith  transmitted  to  Coognea.  It  was  folly 
diaaaMed  in  this  ohamberf  and,  ol^eotionabto 
as  the  instrument  was,  an  act  was  finally  passed, 
wUeh  accepted  the  comtitatioD,  and  declared 
IQAigan  to  be  a  State,  and  adnutted  into  the 
Union,  on  the  dn^e  condition,  th^  die  should, 
by  a  convention  of  the  people,  aseoit  to  the 
boandaries  prescribed  by  the  act  Soon  after 
OQT  a^onnunent  the  Lwidatnre  of  tiie  State : 
ot  Michigan  (for  die  had  been  rused  by  our 
assent  to  the  dignity  of  a  State)  called  a  con- 
vention of  the  petite  o$  the  State,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  act,  which  met  at  the  time  appoint- 
ed, at  Ann  Harbor.  After  fall  disoossion,  the 
oonvention  withheld  its  assent,  and  formally 
transmitted  the  result  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  first  part  of  the 
stwy.  I  will  now  give  the  sequel,  ^nce  then, 
duing  the  last  month,  a  seIf-o(»uUtated  assem- 
Uy  met,  professedly  as  a  oonvention  of  the 
pec^le  of  the  State^  bnt  wifiiont  the  authority 


ot  the  State.  Ttus  nnanthorized  and  lawless 
assemblage  assume  the  high  ftmctlon  of  ^ving 
the  assent  of  the  State  oi  IDchigan  to  the  con- 
dition of  admission,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
Congress.  They  oommunicated  their  assent  to 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  and  he  to 
the  Senate.  The  Senate  referred  his  Message 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  th«t 
committee,  on  its  own  authority,  reported  this 
pr^nt  bill  for  .the  admission  of  the  State. 

Such  are  the  facta  out  of  ^hich  grows  the 
important  question,  Iiad  this  self-constitnted 
assembly  the  anthorit^  to  assent  for  the  State  t 
Had  they  the  authority  to  do  what  is  implied 
in  giving  assent  to  the  condition  of  admisnont 
That  assent  introduces  the  State  into  the  Union, 
and  ^ed^  in  the  most  scjemn  manner  to  the 
oonstitotKmaloorapeot  whidi  binds  these  Stfltei 
in  one  confederated  body ;  imposes  on  her  sU 
its  obligations,  and  confers  on  ner  all  its  bene- 
fits. Had  this  irregular,  self-constitoted  assem- 
blage the  authority  to  perform  these  high  and 
solemn  acts  of  sovereignty  in  the  name  of  the 
State  of  Hichigan  t  She  could  only  come  In  as 
a  State,  and  none  could  act  or  speak  for  her 
without  her  express  authority ;  and  to  assume 
the  authority  without  her  sanction  is  nothing 
short  of  treason  against  the  State. 

Agam :  the  assent  to  the  oondiUons  prescribed 
by  Congress  Implies  an  authority  in  those  who 

Sve  it  to  Eupersede  in  part  the  constitntion  of 
e  State  of  Michigan:  for  her  eonstitotioa 
fixes  the  boundaries  of  the  State  as  part  of  that 
instnunent  whidi  the  condition  of  admission 
entirely  alters,  and  to  that  extent  the  assent 
would  snpersede  the  constitution ;  and  .thus 
the  question  is  presented,  whether  this  self-con- 
stituted assembly,  styling  itself  a  convention, 
had  the  authority  to  do  an  act  which  necessari- 
ly implies  the  right  to  supersede  in  part  the 
constitntioQ. 

Bat  further :  The  State  of  Michigan,  through 
its  Lefpslatnre,  anthortzed  a  convention  of  the 
people,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  con- 
dition of  admission  should  be  assented  to  or  not. 
The  convention  met ;  and,  after  matare  delibw- 
ation,  it  dissented  to  the  condition  of  adn^ 
sion ;  and  thns  agtdn  the  onestaon  is  jnresented, 
whether  tiiis  self-oalled^  Belf-oonstitnted  assem- 
blage, this  cancUB — for  it  is  entitled  to  no  high- 
er name — bad  the  authority  to  annul  the 
dissent  of  the  State,  solemnly  given  by  a  con- 
vention of  the  people,  regularly  convdced  un- 
der the  express  authority  of  the  constitnted 
anthorities  of  the  State  ? 

If  all  or  any  of  these  questions  be  answered 
in  the  negativo— if  the  self-created  assemblage 
of  December  had  no  authority  to  s^eak  in  the 
name  of  the  State  of  Hichigan — if  none  to 
supersede  any  portion  of  her  constitution — if 
none  to  annul  her  dissent  to  the  condition  of 
admisdon  regular^  given  by  a  convention  of 
the  people  ol  the  State,  convoked  by  the  an- 
thority  of  tiie  SttUe,  to  introduce  her  on  its 
anlhwity  would  be  not  only  revolutionary  and 
dangeroos,  but  utteriy  repognant  to  the  piindr 
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pies  of  our  oomtittition.  The  qaestion  then 
sabmitted  to  the  Boiate  i&  had  that  assemblage 
the  aathoiit  J  to  perfiwm  these  high  and  Bcdemn 
acts? 

The  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jndi- 
oiarj  holds  that  this  self-oonstituted  assemblage 
had  the  anthoritj;  and  what  is  his  reason! 
Whj,  tmlj,  becanse  a  greater  namber  of  Totes 
were  given  for  those  who  constitnted  that  as- 
semblage than  for  those  who  constitnted  the 
convention  of  ths  people  ot  the  Stat&oonTened 
nnder  its  oonstitnted  anthnities.  This  argu- 
ment resolves  itself  into  two  qneetions — the 
first  of  fact,  and  the  second  of  principle.  I 
shall  not  diseasa  first.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  do  so.  Bnt  if  it  were,  it  wonld  be  easy  to 
show  that  never  was  so  important  a  fact  so 
loosely  testified.  There  is  not  one  particle  of 
official  evidence  before  ns.  We  had  nothing 
bnt  the  private  letters  of  individuals,  who  do 
not  know  even  the  numbers  that  voted  on 
either  occasion ;  they  know  nothing  of  the  quali- 
fications of  voters,  nor  how  their  votes  were 
received,  nor  hy  whom  counted.  Kow,  none 
knows  better  than  the  hcmorable  chairman  him- 
self^ that  snob  testimony  as  is  Batmitted  to  na 
to  establish  a  fact  of  this  moment,  would  not 
be  received  in  the  lowest  magistrate's  court  in 
tiie  land.  But  I  waive  this.  I  come  to  the 
qoestjon  of  the  prindple  involved ;  and  what 
18  it?  The  argument  is,  that  a  greater  number 
of  persons  voted  for  the  last  convention  than 
for  the  first,  and  therefore  the  acts  of  the  last, 
of  right,  abrogated  those  of  the  first ;  in  other 
wor^,  that  mere  numbers,  without  regard  to 
the  &nns  of  law  or  the  principles  of  ue  con- 
stitution, give  authority.  The  authority  of 
numbers,  according  to  this  argument,  sets  aside 
the  authority  of  law  and  Ihe  constitution. 
Keed  I  show  that  sach  a  prin<»ple  goes  to  the 
entire  orerthrow  (rf  oar  oonstitatifmal  QoTera- 
menL  and  would  anhvert  all  sooialOTder?  ItU 
the  identical  prindple  which  prompted  the 
late  revolutionary  and  anan^ioal  movement  in 
ICaiyland,  and  which  has  done  more  to  shake 
eonndence  in  our  system  of  government  than 
any  event  since  the  adoption  of  our  constitu- 
tion, but  which  happily  has  been  flrowned 
down  by  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  that  State. 

what  was  the  ground  of  this  insnrrectionary 
measure,  bnt  that  the  government  of  Mary- 
Iflind  did  not  represent  the  voice  of  the  numeri- 
cal m^ority  of  tiie  people  of  Uaiyland,  and 
that  the  authority  of  law  and  constitution  was 
nothing  against  that  of  numbers.  Here  we 
find,  on  this  fioor,  and  from  the  head  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  the  same  principle  reviv- 
ed, and,  if  possible,  in  a  worse  form ;  for,  in 
Maryland,  tho  anarchists  assumed  that  they 
were  sustained  by  the  numercial  minority  of 
the  people  of  the  State  in  their  revolutionary 
movements ;  but  the  ntnunt  the  chairman  can 
pretend  to  have  Is  a  mere  plurality.  The 
lai^t  nomber  of  votes  cliumed  for  the  self- 
oreated  assemblage  is  ^000 ;  and  no  man  will 
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undertake  to  say  that  this  oonstitotes  any  thins 
like  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  Kiehigan ;  and 
he  dums  the  hi^h  authority  whjch  he  does  for 
it,  not  because  it  is  a  majority  of  the  peoide 
of  Uichigan,  but  because  it  is  a  greater  number 
than  voted  for  the  authorized  convention  of  the 
people  that  ref^ised  to  agree  to  tiie  conditi(m  <^ 
admisraon.  It  may  be  shown  by  his  own  wit- 
ness, that  a  m^ority  of  the  voters  of  Uichigaa 
greatly  exceed  8,000.  Hr.  'Williams,  the  prea* 
dent  the  aelf^ereated  oasembk^  stated  that 
the  pcpnlation  of  that  State  amoimted  to  nearly 
300,000  persons.  If  so,  there  oamiot  be  less 
thfm  fix>m  26,000  ta 80,000  voten,  oonridering 
how  nearly  nniversal  uie  right  of  suffrage  is 
nnder  its  constitation ;  and  it  thus  appears  that 
this  irregular,  self-constituted  meeting  did  not 
represent  the  vote  of  one-third  of  the  8t^ ; 
and  yet,  on  a  mere  prindple  of  plimtUty,  we 
are  to  supersede  the  constitntion  of  Uichigan, 
and  annul  the  act  of  a  convention  of  the  people 
r^ularly  convened  under  the  antboritT  ^  the 
government  of  the  State. 

But  says  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Ur.  ^uoHAiTAN,)  this  assembly  was  not  self- 
oonstitnted.  It  met  under  the  anthority  an 
act  Congress ;  and  that  act  had  no  naeranoe 
to  the  Statk  but  only  to  the  pe(^;  and  that 
the  assemblage  in  December  was  jost  aadh  a 
meeting  as  that,  act  contemplated.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  discuss  the  questiim  whether 
the  honorable  Senator  has  given  tiie  true  inters 
pretation  of  the  act,  but,  if  it  were,  I  oonld  very 
easily  show  his  interpretation  to  be  erroneous ; 
for,  if  snob  had  been  the  intonldon  of  Congress, 
the  act  surely  would  have  Q>ecified  the  time 
when  the  convention  was  to  be  held,  who  were 
to  be  the  managers,  who  t^e  voters,  and  wonld 
not  have  left  it  to  individuals  who  might  choose 
to*affiume  the  anthority  to  determine  all  these 
impOTtant  points.  I  might  also  readily  ahaw 
tiiat  the  word  "  convention  "  the  pe^e,  as 
used  in  law  or  the  constitution,  slw^s  means 
a  meeting  of  the  people  r^pdariy  convened  by 
the  constituted  anthwity  <»  the  State,  in  their 
high  sovereign  oapaoi^,  and  that  it  never 
means  such  an  assemblage  as  the  one  in  que^ 
tion.  Bnt  I  waive  this ;  I  take  higher  ground. 
If  the  act  be,  indeed,  snob  as  the  Senator  says 
it  is,  then  I  maintrin  that  it  is  utterly  opposed 
to  the  fimdamental  principles  of  oar  federal 
Union.  Cong^^  has  no  right  whatever  to  call 
a  convention  .in  a  State.  It  can  call  bnt  one 
convention,  and  that  is  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  tJie  United  States  to  amend  the  fed- 
eral  constitution ;  nor  can  it  call  that,  except 
authorized  by  two-thirds  of  the  States. 

Ours  is  a  federal  repnUio— a  union  Ot  8iita& 
Michigan  Is  a  State— a  State  In  the  course  at 
admission — and  dlfilaring  only  from  the  other 
States  in  her  federal  relations.  She  is  declared 
to  be  a  Btete  in  the  most  solemn  manner  by 
your  own  act.  She  can  come  into  the  Union 
only  as  a  State,  and  by  her  voluntary  assent, 
given  by  the  people  of  the  State  in  convention, 
called  by  the  oonatitated  anthority  of  the  State. 
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To  adnut  the  State  of  Midiigan,  on  the  anthor- 
Itj  of  a  self-created  ineetiDg,  or  one  cidled  hj 
tihe  direct  oathorfty  of  Oongresa,  passing  bj 
the  authorities  of  the  State,  would  be  the  most 
monatrons  prooeedine  under  our  constitDtion 
that  can  be  eonceivea ;  the  most  repugn  ant  to 
its  prindples,  and  dangerous  in  its  iMmaeqnences. 
It  would  establish  a  dueot  relation  between  the 
individual  oitiaens  of  a  State  and  the  Qeneral 
GoTomment,  in  utter  eubversion  of  the  federal 
diaraoter  of  our  E^rstem.  The  relation  of  the 
citizens  to  this  Government  is  through  the 
States  ezclnnvely.  Thej  are  subject  to  its  aa- 
ttiority  and  laws  only  because  the  State  has 
assented  thej  should  be.  If  she  dissents,  their 
assent  is  uothina ;  and^  on  the  other  hand,  if 
she  assents,  their  dissent  is  nothing.  It  is 
through  the  State,  then,  and  through  the  State 
alone,  that  the  United  States  GoTemment  can 
have  any  connection  with  the  people  of  a  State ; 
aud  does  not,  then,  the  Senator  nom  Pniasyl- 
vania  see,  that  if  Oon^ress  can  authorize  a  con- 
vention m  the  people  m  the  State  of  Hichigan, 
without  flie  anthorit7  of  the  State^  it  matters 
not  what  Is  the  object,  it  may  in  lUce  manner 
anthorize  ODnventtons  in  any  other  State,  for 
whatever  purpose  it  may  think  proper? 

Michigan  is  as  much  a  sovereign  State  as  any 
other  •  offering  only,-  as  I  have  said,  as  to  her 
federal  relationa.  TS  we  give  our  sanction  to 
the  assemblage  of  December,  on  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
then  we  establish  the  doctrine  that  Congress 
has  power  to  call  at  pleasure  conventions  with- 
in the  States.  Is  there  a  Senator  on  this  floor 
who  wilt  assent  to  such  a  doctrine  Y  Is  there 
one,  especially,  who  represents  the  smaller 
States  of  this  TTnion,  or  the  weaker  section  ? 
Admit  tiie  power,  and  every  vestige  of  State 
rights  would  be  destroyed.  Our  system  would 
be  subverted,  and,  instead  of  a  confederacy  of 
free  and  sovereign  States,  we  would  have  all 
power  concentrated  here,  and  this  would  be- 
come the  most  odious  despotism.  He,  indeed, 
most  be  blind,  who  does  not  see  that  such  a 
power  would  ^ve  the  Federal  Govemmenti  a 
complete  control  of  all  the  States.  I  call  upon 
Senators  now  to  arrest  a  doctrine  so  dangerous. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that,  under  onr  Eystem, 
had  precedents  live  forever;  good  ones  only 
perish.  We  may  not  all  tiie  evil  oonse- 
qoencea  at  once,  but  this  precedent,  onoe  set, 
win  sorely  be  reodved,  and  will  become  the  in- 
■tniment  of  Infiidte  evil. 

It  win  be  a^ed,  what  shall  be  done  ?  'Will 

rn  KAise  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union? 
Boswer,  no:  I  denre  to  admit  her;  and  if 
the  Senators  from  Indiana  and  Ohio  will  agree, 
I  am  ready  now  to  admit  her  as  she  stood  at 
the  beginning  of  last  session,  without  giving 
eanction  to  the  uaauthorized  assemblage  of  De- 
cember. 

But  if  tiist  does  not  meet  their  wishes,  there 
is  stall  another  by  which  she  may  be  admitted. 
Ve  are  b^d  that  two-thirds  of  the  Lupslature 
nd  peo^e  at  HidtigBn  are  in  fkvor  of  aooept- 


[Sxum 

ing  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  last  session.  If 
that  be  the  fiiot,  then  all  that  ia  necessary  is, 
that  the  L^slatnre  should  call  another  conven- 
tion. All  difficult  will  thus  be  removed,  and 
there  will  be  still  abundant  time  for  her  admis- 
sion at  this  session.  Ai^  shall  we,  for  tiie  sake 
of  gaining  a  few  months,  ^ve  our  assent  to  a 
bill  frau^t  wil^  prindples  so  monstrous  as 

We  have  been  told,  that  unless  she  is  admi^ 
ted  immediately,  it  will  be  too  late  for  her  to  re- 
ceive her  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  un- 
der the  depodt  bill.  I  trust  that  on  so  great  ft 
question  a  difficulty  like  this  will  have  no 
weight.  Give  her  at  once  herftill  share.  I 
am  ready  to  do  so  at  once,  without  waiting  her 
admisedon.  I  was  mortified  to  hear  on  so  grave 
a  question  such  motives  assigned  for  her  admis- 
sion, contrary  to  the  law  and  constitution. 
Such  cooraderationa  ought  not  to  be  presented 
when  we  are  settling  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. I  trust  that  we  shall  pass  by  all  such 
frivolous  motives  on  this  oooanon,  and  tiJ» 
ground  on  the  great  and  flmdamentol  principle 
that  an  informal,  irregular,  sdf-oonstituted  as- 
sembfy,  a  mere  caucus,  has  no  authoritrf  to 
speak  for  a  sovere^  State  in  any  case  what- 
ever: to  supersede  its  constitution,  or  to  reverse 
its  cossent  deliberately  fpven  by  a  oonventicm 
of  the  people  of  the  State,  regularly  convened 
under  its  constituted  authority. 

Hr.  QBtnTDT  confessed  tiiat  he  could  not  see 
any  thing  in  the  whole  proceedings  citlculated 
to  exdte  alarm.  The  Senator  (Mr.  Oalhoutt) 
had  told  the  Senate  that  a  proceeding  in  Mary- 
land  had  enated  more  ai^rehension  in  rmard 
to  our  institntimis  than  any  thing  that  hodoo- 
curred  since  the  establishznent  of  our  Govern- 
ment, Kow,  that  was  the  gentleman's  opinion ; 
but  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  seen  the  time  when  there 
was  felt  more  solicitude  with  respect  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union  than  what  had  recently 
happened  in  Maryland,  or  in  the  proceedinga 
which  had  been  adopted  in  Michigan.  In  order 
to  determine  the  question  before  the  Senate,  it 
might  be  as  well  to  take  a  short  review  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connect^  with  it. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787  it  was  provided 
that  tluB  Territory,  and  all  portions  of  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  State  of  V  irginia  north-west 
of  the  Ohioj  should  be  admitted  as  a  State,  not 
by  conventions  called  for  the  purpose  <tf  ratify- 
ing a  proposal  made  1^  Congress,  but  upon  the 
fair  oonoltion  that  when  th«r  population 
should  have  amounted  to  a  certwn  number. 
Michigan,  at  the  time  she  first  applied  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  possessed  a  population 
of  one-third  more  than  was  required  by  the  or- 
dinance of  1767.  Bat  he  should  state  that,  be- 
fore asking  for  admission,  as  she  had  a  right  to 
do,  she  oi^ed  a  convention,  and  framed  a  oon- 
stitution.  The  General  Government  had  at 
that  time  a  right  (without  prescribiDg  the  terms 
to  be  found  in  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1886) 
to  receive  her  into  the  Union,  But  what  did 
Ocmgress  do?  Did  they  comply  wtth  bur  t»- 
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onest,  or  vitih  the  Usma  of  the  ordinanoet  Ha 
OoDgresB  prescribed  different  provinons  from 
any  to  be  found  in  the  oriUnance.  Not,  ao- 
cordtn^  to  the  viev  he  took  of  the  subject,  tiiia 
sovereign  and  independent  State,  having  tbe 
same  right  to  be  represented  on  that  floor  as 
SoQtb  Oarolins  or  Tennessee,  has  been  for  a  lona 
time  kept  knocking  at  the  dooMof  Congress,  and 
stin  they  were  ehat  against  them.  He  woold, 
having  said  this  mnoh,  say  nothing  farther  on 
this  part  of  tbe  snl::gect. 

At*  the  lost  session,  and  for  some  sessions 
previous  to  that,  a  very  serious  controversy  bad 
arisen  between  tiie  State  of  Ohio  and  tbe  Terri- 
tory of  Hicbigan.  What,  be  asked,  did  Oon- 
gr^  do,  in  its  great  desire  to  see  tranqnilUty 
and  harmony  restored  between  them  %  IX  pan- 
ed  the  act  of  1886.  And  yet  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Ewiko)  now  wanted  to  see  no  snoh 
provision  as  that  contuned  in  the  act  of  1896, 
and  which  be  (Mr.  Gbtthdt)  believed  to  have 
been  placed  tiiere  by  tbe  committee  in  the 
proper  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  which  he 
thought  commendable  in  them, 

[Mr.  EwiHO  explained.  I  oontended  f<>r  the 
third  section.  I  thought  It  of  no  importance 
then,  nor  do  I  now.] 

Mr.  Obundt  resmned.  He  was  speaking  of 
tbe  Senator's  exertions  in  regard  to  anotbeFbill, 
or  other  biU^  which  were  Introdnoed  to  fix  the 
northern  boundary  <tf  the  6t^  OUo ;  and 
before  that  was  aoGomt^ished  Motors  insirted 
that  Michigan  ooold  not  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Well,  what  was  the  objection  now  to 
her  admission  t  Il^one  that  he  could  see.  Bnt 
when  the  Senate  came  to  pass  thia  act  of  ad- 
idsdon,  they  pot  in  this  aection : 

"  That,  u  a  compliance  with  the  flmdamental  con- 
dition of  admlsdoQ  ooDtained  in  the  last  preceding 
section  of  this  act,  the  bouodaries  of  the  said  State 
of  Hidugan,  as  in  that  section  described  declared, 
and  estwished,  shall  rec^ve  the  assent  of  a  con- 
venU<m  of  ddegttes  elected  by  tbe  people  of  said 
State,  for  the  sde  puipose  of  g^vuig  dw  assent 
herein  required,"  && 

Now,  that  was  the  ]nt>vidoD  to  which  this 
preamble  has  p.  reference.  Did  that  section 
that  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Michigan 
dionld  call  a  convention  to  decide  on  the  sub- 
tec  t?  Not  a  word  did  it  cont^  to  that  effect. 
UnA  the  constitution  of  Michigan  authorize  the 
calling  of  a  convention  on  the  part  of  tbe  Leg- 
islature f  Hot  a  word  did  the  oonstitutiou 
contidn  on  the  subject  ?  But  the  Legislature 
did  call  a  convention,  and  they  refused  to  assent 
to  Ihe  oraditiinu  ocmtidned  la  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. 

Now,  to  Judge  that  Congress  did  not  intend 
pntting  a  legal  oonstruction  on  the  section,  that 
the  intervention  of  the  Legislatnre  ^omd  be 
neoessary,  let  him  suppose  that  the  Le(|^slatnre 
should  refbae  to  act,  and  oonseqnently  no 
convention,  and  the  people  of  Michigan  had 
risen  up  una  noee,  and  given  their  assent  to  the 
meeting  in  cmventioD,  would  genUemen  have 
and  "thfrOonventionmnstbeouledbytheLas- 


islatnret**  Now,  this  was  ib»  eanMot  of  the 
people  of  Michigan— of  the  population  entitled 
to  vote,  residing  there.  And  dull  the  Legial^ 
tore  of  that  State  have'Uie  power  to  refuse  or 
grant  that  which  the  people  may  demand  on  so 
important  a  subject  as  this  ?  It  seemed  to  him 
it  ought  not  to  be  required;  and,  therefore, 
the  conclusion  he  drew  from  the  question  was, 
that  the  people  have  a  right  to  convoke  their 
assemblies,  tne  del^atea  from  which  have  a 
right  to  meet  in  convention,  and  there,  if  ther 
deem  proper,  ratify  tbe  conditions  presorilMa 
by  Congress.  If  he  were  right  in  that  oondo- 
sion,  then  Hie  preamble  was  correct;  and  if 
wrong,  it  ought  to  be  strook  ont.  He  folt  no 
oonoon  in  ref^ard  to  tiiis  braodi  of  tiw  snbjeot 
at  aU.  He  was  free  to  admit  that,  witbont  the 
meamble,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill. 
But  for  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1886,  let 
him  tell  the  Senate,  Midiioan  woold  have  been 
represented  here,  and  in  the  other  Honse,  Iwg 
ago.  Well,  now  the  people  have  been  oaUea 
upon  in  their  primary  capacity,  and  have  given 
their  assent  to  the  condittons  of  Congress,  why 
should  the  Senate  oaose  further  delay  in  ad- 
mitting her }  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  said  it  would  not  take  long  to  have  another 
convention.  He  (Mr.  6.)  twitted  it;  but 
every  moment  did  her  injory.  Senators  were, 
t^delay,  violatiiig  a  greyer  prindplethaa  that 

whioh  the  gaiuenuai  had  spo^n.  It  was  a 
greater  hifraoti<m  of  prinraple  than  any  known 
to  free  government. 

He  i^itted,  with  the  Senator  from  Boath 
Ouolina,  tiiat  the  testimony  establishing  the 
fact  of  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  was 
of  great  impotlanoe,  and  in  this  case  not  ao- 
cording  to  the  strict  rules  of  l^^ty ;  yet  the 
testimony  was  of  such  a-  character  that  "LogiB- 
latures  would  not  refuse  to  aot  upon  it,  al- 
though ooarts  of  justice  would  reject  it,  because 
not  duly  accredited  by  tbe  oaths  of  witnesses. 
But  did  not  Senators  do  daily  many  acts  upon 
testimony  not  on  oath,  bnt  for  whidi  the  state- 
ments of  men  of  high  standing,  hmor,  and  faoD- 
esty,  goaranteed  thdr  tmtht 

What,  he  aslnd,  was  the  amotmt  of  tiie  te»- 
tlmony  prodneedf  Why,  that  between  five 
and  six  thousand  votes  were  g^ven  at  the  eleotioa 
of  members  for  tiie  otmvuition  in  Septemb^  last, 
and  that  from  eight  to  nine  thoosaira  were  ^ven 
for  the  delegates  who  formed  the  oonventitHi  in 
December.  What  was  the  object  in  calling  upon 
thepeople  of  Michigan?  It  was  to  know  wheuiw 
they  were  willing  to  come  into  the  Union  on 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  aot  of  the  ad  of 
March,  1886.  They  have  answered,  and  given 
their  assent.  In  one  county  there  was  given  at 
the  first  election  for  the  delates  who  were 
elected,  180  votes  of  a  m^jorit^.  These  dele- 
gates oonatituted  the  mt^oritar  in  the  first  ooa- 
vention;  andbyth^votealheasamtofMioh- 
igao-  was  reftued.  At  the  first  deotion,  aboot 
1,700  votes  were  east,  inoloding  both  ^artiea, 
At  the  last  deotion,  1,900  votes  were  given  in 
fovor  of  the  aimnnting  p«r^  ahrnk  The  whole 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBBATBS  OF  CONGB3ESS. 


77 


jtfiuBT,  isa?.] 

thing  was  changed,  and  most  hare  beea  oLaug- 
«d  hj  the  revolation  of  opinion. 

Without  gang  finther  into  the  subject,  he 
wanted  the  Senator  from  Soatti  Carolina  to  in- 
foim  B«[iate  bov  he  would  do  Justice  to  the 
peo^<rflliobigan;  and,  fiurther,  now  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Ull  was  to  ba  obtaiuea  in  an^  fonn. 
'Would  he  raid  the  people  back  again  to  a  oon- 
•nB&m  t  The  dd^r  waa  nnneoesgaiy,  and  oh* 
jeotions  would  be  made  of  a  similar  tuiaractmr. 
Whj  should  the  Senator  not  vote  for  the  bill, 
the  preamble  being  struck  out.  What  difficulty 
was  there  in  it  t  For  his  (Mr.  G.*s)  part,  he 
could  not  see  any.  He  contended  that  there 
was  nothing  of  a  political  character  in  this 
matter,  either  on  one  side  or  the  other ;  there- 
fore, it  was  fairlj  on  principle  that  a  difference 
(tf  opinion  could  be  said  to  exist.  In  answer  to 
tiie  tnqniry  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
"  Oan  Oongnss  call  a  convention  in  a  State  ? " 
beaaawered,  "No  I  "nor  did  it  in  this  instance; 
neithw  doea  the  preamble  or  bill  g^ve  such 'a 
power,  nor  tnplr  it  He  would  condvde  lus 
ronarks  mwaj  dedaring  that,  whether  the 
preamble  shonldbe  atriokoi  from  the  bill  or 
not,  be  would  rote  fiw  it. 

Titebdjlt,  January  8. 

The  Senate  resusaed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  dedaring  the  admis^on  into  the  Union  of 

The  Stat*  <if  Michigan. 

The  question  pending  was  on  a  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Ur.  Mobku  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill.  This  motion  Kr.  U.  now 
varied,  by  moving  an  amendmmt  to  the  nre- 
smble,  (recapitulating  the  proceedings  in  Mich- 
igan under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress for  the  admission  of  the  State,)  which 
modification  be  was  desirous  of  trying  before 
the  qaestion  should  be  taken  on  striking  out 
tiie  preamble. 

Mr.  Swing,  of  Ohio,  sud :  To  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  I  have  no  other  objectioa 
tiian  that  which  I  stated  at  the  last  session, 
viz :  that  I  feel  reluctant  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  the  Union,  unless  she  omne  in  regularly, 
in  accordance  inth  a  law  of  Congress  previous- 
ly enacted. 

But  I  w^ved  this  ol^eetitm  in  the  ease  of 
Aitamsaa,  because  a  preAdent  had  been  set  by 

the  admisdon  of  Michigan  at  the  last  session. 
Btill,  however,  I  think  it  wrong ;  the  praotico 
is  looee,  in-^olar,  and  calculated  to  lead  to  bad 
consequmces.  And  I  think  it  proper  to  say 
that  in  tha  present  question,  in  any  or  its  forma, 
the  State  of  Ohio  has  no  interest  whatever ; 
none  in  the  preamble,  none  in  the  bill  itself, 
savertliat  intcotet  whldi  she  shares  in  common 
with  ail  the  otiier  members  of  the  confederacy ; 
in  voting  on  this  question,  I  shall  vote  pre- 
y  as  if  Ohio  were  the  most  distant  State  in 
the  Union  fnnn  Midiigan,  instead  of  being  sep- 
arated irom  it  only  by  a  booodary  line,  which 
Hae  waa  Mftoe  diipBted. 


[Skhais. 

On  this  sabject  my  colleague  and  myself  en- 
tirely concur.  Indeed,  we  have  from  the  first 
differed  but  little  in  our  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
troversy lately  pending  between  our  State  and 
Michigan ;  hnt  we  here  concur  entirely  as  to 
the  effect  of  this  preamUe  upon  her,  and  we 
niay  fairly  assnme  that  ve  apeak  the  opinion 
and  feelings  of  the  State  on  that  p<nnt.  We 
hold  this  preamble  untrue  in  fact,  and  (tf  most 
dangerous  tendency.  Our  State,  for  whose 
benefit  gentlemen  profess  to  have  inserted  it, 
has  no  interest  in  the  thing.  She  does  not  ask 
for  it ;  and  if  she  had  an  interest,  no  matter  how 
deep  and  vital,  she  would  not  consent  that  that 
interest  should  be  subserved  by  stating,  in  a 
solemn  act  of  legislation,  that  which  is  nntrne. 

Permit  me  to  reiterate  that  there  exists  at  ' 
this  moment  no  controversy  whatever  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  nor  does  there  exist,  at 
least  on  the  part  of  the  dtizens  of  Ohio,  the 
slightest  feeling  of  enmi'^  toward  their  neigh- 
boring  fellow-oitixena.  There  is  no  such  fiaeUng 
there;  and  I  well  know  there  is  none  here. 
The  oontrorersy  which  onoe  agitated  and  excit- 
ed them  is  now  settled.  Congress,  by  its  act, 
has  assented  to  the  boundary  churned  by  Ohio 
in  1608,  before  Midiigan  was  erected  into  a 
Territory ;  and  unless  the  act  of  1606  is  irrevo- 
cable, there  can  never  a^un  be  any  controversy 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  on  the  question  of 
boundary.  If  it  is  pronounced  Irrevocable,  then 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  modify  or 
touch  it,  and  the  boundary  therein  specified  will 
be  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  the 
true  Iraandary.  But  IT tiiat  act  is  not  irrevoca- 
ble, we  are  so  affected  it  that  it  never  can 
be  revived  against  Ohio. 

Bnt  I  said  the  preamble  to  this  bill  asserts 
what  Is  not  a  fact.  X  shall  endeavor  to  make 
that  position  good.  What  is  its  language  ? 

'*  Whereas,  in  purauanoe  of  the  act  of  Gongreaa  of 
Jane  the  fifteenth,  e^bteea  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  *  An  act  to  eaublish  the  northern  bouDdaiy 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admis- 
don  of  the  State  of  Uichigan  into  the  Fnion,  upon 
the  oondilions  therein  expressed,'  a  convention  of 
dele^tea,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  State  of 
Michigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their  assent 
to  the  tiouodaries  of  toe  said  State  of  Uichigan,  as 
de8crit>ed,  declared,  and  established,  in  and  by  the 
Boid  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  DeMmber,  efghteen 
hundred  and  thirty-dx,  assent  to  the  provinons  of 
said  act:  therefore*" — 

Kow,  I  take  it  that,  in  the  insertion  of  this 
preamble,  the  Judiciary  Committee  meant  to 
declare  that  the  convention  referred  to  was  a 
l^al  convention ;  that  it  was  such  a  convention 
as  is  contemplated  in  the  act  of  Congress  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  that 
it  was  a  convention  according  to  law.  This  is 
t^e  fact  asserted  in  the  preamble,  and  this  I 
controvert. 

The  evidence  is  well  condensed  in  the  recital 
which  my  colleagne  offered  as  an  amendment 
to  Uie  preamble,  and  we  have  it  more  at  large 
from  the  Preudent,  in  bis  <^dal  OMnmonlcar 
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tion  now  on  onr  tables.  From  this  it  appears 
that  a  convention,  called  hy  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islatore  of  Uicbigan,  did  assemble,  and,  after 
deliberatioD,  did  refose  to  enter  the  UnioQ 
under  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  that  their  disecDt  was  forwuded  to  the 
Exeoative.  Now,  it  Is  said  hj  the  honorable 
Beiu^r  from  Fenn^lTanla,  QSr,  Buohajtast,) 
thiaooDTention  was  not  held  aooording  to  tiie 
act  of  OongresB;  that  GoncpesB  dizected  tito 
people  to  meet;  and  that  no  refbrenoa  was  had 
in  the  act  to  the  interpontion  of  the  L^iislatnre 
of  Michigan ;  bnt  that  a  Babseqnent  convention, 
which,  it  is  Biud,  afterwards  assembled,  alone 
satisfied  the  law.  The  question,  then,  is  be- 
tween the  two  conTentions.  If  the  first  was 
legal,  the  last  was  not.  If  the  first  was  not  le- 
then  we  may  inquire  into  the  legality  of 
the  second.  Kow,  let  me  pat  one  qnestion  to 
that  honorable  Senator;  I  ask  him  whether, 
had  the  first  convention,  instead  of  rejecting, 
accepted  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of 
Ccutgress,  would  he,  in  that  case,  have  held 
that  assent  ill^al  9  Would  he  tiien  have  sud 
that  it  was  a  convendon  not  held  aooording  to 
the  ttot  of  Congress?  I  would  almost  ventnre 
to  say  th^  he  would  not ;  I  rather  think  the 
convention  wonld  have  passed  pretty  well.  Bat 
if  eo,  what  has  altered  the  matter  I  If  that 
was  a  proper  mode  (tf  calling  a  convention  whi<di 
assented,  why  was  it  not  a  proper  mode  of  call- 
ing a  convention  which  refused  its  assent! 
But  after  the  convention  assembled  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  o(  Michigan  (for  onr  act 
did  rect^nize  her  as  a  State,  Uiongh  I  think 
very  improperly)  had  dissented,  no  attempt 
whatever  was  made  by  the  oonAitnted  aathor- 
ities  of  the  State  to  biing  tOKether  another ; 
none  whatever.  Bat  an  asaemblase  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  me^ga  which  are  ftmlliany  doiom&at- 
ed  oanonses,  was  held  in  some  (rf  the  ooanties, 
and  mutoslly  a^«ed  to  ctdl  a  new  convention. 
Committees  get  t(^ther,  and,  after  consulta- 
tion, publish  a  time  and  place  at  which  it  la  to 
assemole.  The  whole  matter  was  utterly  un- 
authorized, save  by  party  oi^^ization,  and  was 
the  effect  of  snch  organization.  Will  any  man 
dispute  it?  Will  any  man  pretend  that  this 
latter  convention  was  the  effect  of  a  simulta- 
neous and  spontaneous  impulse  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  ?  Is  there  any,  the  least  proof 
of  such  being  the  fact?  The  convention  orig- 
inated in  coanty  calls;  and  all  the  counties 
bnt  two  joined  in  the  plan,  and  hdd  dections 
for  delegates.  What  evidence  is  there  of  any 
T^olority  in  these  deetjons  9 

Xct  us  look  at  the  papers.  We  have,  to  be 
sure,  the  act  of  the  convention  itself^  giving  the 
assent  of  the  State  to  the  act  of  admission,  and 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  And  we  have  the  certificate  of 
General  Williams,  said  to  have  been  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  the  convention,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates.  But  there  is  not  any  official  act 
or  ngnature  of  any  officer  known  to  the  laws 
^ther  of  lUcliigau  w  of  the  United  States ;  not 


[JamusT,  I8S7. 

the  slightest  proot  of  their  election  or  qualifi- 
cation. That  paper,  contuning  the  assent  <rf 
Michigan  in  a  matter  so  important,  is  not  at  all 
aidiienticated.  Where  do  yon  find  the  law  ac- 
cording to  which  It  was  conducted?  There  is 
none.  It  rests  on  nothing.  There  was  a  meet- 
ing ctf  certain  iiv^vidnala  held  at  a  plaee  called, 
I  believe^  Ann  Arbor;  and  we  have  certain  rea- 
olotkHW  of  their^  vhioh  are  to  avidl  agidnst 
the  dningB  of  a  convention  held  in  pnrsaonce 
of  a  law  of  the  State,  and  all  whose  acts  are 
Ailly  and  legally  authenticated.  I  cannot  re> 
cognize  sactt  a  pwer.  I  must  do  violence  to  my 
own  judgment,  should  I  reonve  it.  Even  the 
churman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  could  not 
do  it  He  called  upon  the  Senators  elect  (and 
whose  admission  here  is  to  fellow  the  passage 
of  the  bCl)  to  say  that  every  thing  at  this  self- 
styled  convention  was  well  and  duly  conduct- 
ed ;  and  they  do  say  so,  and  give  the  private 
letters  of  certain  individuals  to  that  effect. 
And  they  give,  further— end  that  I  understand 
to  be  tha  evidence  ptindpally  ^ied  on — an 
article  flrom  a  Detrmt  newswer,  stating  that 
such  an  dectim  was  had,  such  convention  hdd, 
S,000  more  votes  were  given  for  the  delegates 
to  this  last  convention  than  for  those  who  con- 
stituted the  first  convention.  This,  sir,  is  the 
evidence  to  support  on  omuio  law  of  a  new 
State  about  to  enter  the  Union  I  Tes,  of  an 
orgimio  law,  the  very  highest  act  a  oommnnitjy 
of  men  can  perform.  Letters,  referring  to  other 
letters  t  and  a  scrap  of  a  new^aper  I 

I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  Government  ol 
my  country,  or  of  any  portion  of  it,  should 
stand  on  such  a  foundation.  I  «n  not  williog 
that  an  organic  law  of  a  soverdgn  State  shouu 
be  thus  made  and  thus  authentioated. 

But  supposing  that  all  the  counties  of  Hlohi- 
gan  did  agree  to  the  proposal,  and  did  send 
delegp&tes  to  this  last  convoitiim,  and  we  had 
tiie  returns  of  the  elections ;  yet  who,  I  asl^ 
predded  at  the  polls?  Who  determined  what 
votes  should  be  received !  How  many  votes 
was  each  man  who  &vored  the  ol^jeot  permitted 
to  ^ve?  Who  voted?  Was  it  the  qualified 
electors,  or  was  it  all  the  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  Michigan  and  its  vicinity ! 

Mr.  BuOH&HAH  sud :  Mr.  President,  Jndgiiw 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Oalhoitit,)  tiiis  would  seem  to 
be  a  question  big  witff  the  &te  oi  the  oonstito- 
ti(m  and  tiie  country.  According  to  him,  tha 
adoption  of  the  preamble  to  the  mil  adn^ng 
IGchigan  into  the  Unio^  as  it  wsa  reported  hj 
the  Oommittee  <m  the  Judidaiy,  would  entw 
upon  ns  evils  as  numerous  and  as  deadly  as 
those  contained  in  Pandora's  box,  whilst  hope 
would  not  even  remain.  After  depicting  in 
melancholy  colors  the  cruel  destiny  of*  our 
country,  should  this  precedent  be  established, 
he  concludes  by  saying,  that  in  such  an  event 
this  Government  would  beonne  "one  of  the 
most  odious  and  despotic  GovemmflOts  that  ercr 
existed  on  the  fiioe  t>f  the  earth.** 

I  prosume  it  is  attibatable  to     eoldw  t«iiir> 
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perament  tbat  I  feel  none  of  these  terrors.  In 
taj  o^^nion,  they  spring  alb^ther  from  the 
Senator's  u^ent  imagiiution  and  creative  ge- 
nius. Since  I  came  into  pablio  life,  I  have 
known  the  coantrr  to  he  ramed  at  least  twenty 
times,  in  the  o[Mon  of  gentlemen;  yet  it  would 
seem  that  the  more  we  are  thni  rained,  the  more 
TO  floorUi.  Ezperioioe  hsB  tan^t  me  to 
little*  atCentioa  to  Iflieee  dolehl  predictions. 

The  best  answer  which  can  be  given  to  the 
Senator  ia  to  oome  at  onoe  to  the  question.  To 
Btate  it  in  its  plain  and  rimple  oharaoter  will  at 
once  dissipate  every  fiaar.  Its  dedrion  wiU  be 
attended  with  bttt  little  diffloolty,  because  It 
involves  no  new  principles ;  and  as  to  its  im- 
portance as  ft  precedent  we  diall  probably 
nevw  hear  of  it  a^n,  met  the  admiadon  of 
UioUgan  into  the  Union. 

What,  then,  is  the  qnestlon  f  On  this  sabject 
our  metnoriea  would  seem  to  be  strangely  in 
&nlt.  "We  cannot  reooUeet  from  one  sewton  to 
the  other.  I  wish  to  recall  the  attention  of 
Senators  to  the  fiut  It  was  deemed  of  great 
importance  at  the  last  sesskm  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  Miohigan  to  the  settlement  of  the 
bonnctary  between  her  and  Ohio.  To  accom- 
plish this  purpose  was  then  of  so  much  coose- 
qaence,  in  our  opinion,  that  we  offered  to 
Miehi^n  a  large  territory  on  her  northern 
boan£uy,  as  a  compensation  for  what  she 
sltovld  yield  to  Oluo  on  the  sonth;  and  we 
made  her  acceptance  of  this  offer  a  condition 
preoedent  of  her  admission  into  the  Union. 
We  then  believed,  and  I  still  believe,  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  of  settluig  forever  the  dis- 
pated  boundary  between  Ohio  and  Ifiohigan, 
whicik  has  already  iavolved  tu  in  ao  many  diffi- 
cultiee,  threatening  bloodshed  and  civil  war  an. 
that  frontier.  Tbb  was  then  deemed  tlie  only 
mode  of  obtdoing  an  abeolate  reUnqnisbment 
oi  an  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan, to  the  territory  in  dispate  with  Ohio.  It 
became  my  daty  at  the  last  sessitm  to  investi- 
gate this  subject  thonnu^ly ;  and  I  had  many 
conferenoes  npon  it  wim  me  then  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Oommitte^  (Mr.  Olatton)— a 
man  of  aa  clear  a  head  and  as  honest  a  heart  as 
ever  adorned  this  chamber.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that,  altiiough  we  concurred  in  opinion 
that  Miohigan  hm  no  right  to  this  territory 
under  the  conq>aet  of  1787,  yet  we  also  believed 
that  the  only  mode  of  putting  the  queelioa  at 
rest  forever  vaa  to  obtain  her  own  acritomn 
leeogidttoii  of  the  rlg^t  of  Ohio.  For  Uiis 
veiy  pnrpoae,  tiie  thinl  section  was  inserted 
in  the  act  of  the  last  semion,  declaring  "that, 
as  a  eomplianoe  with  the  fkindamental  condition 
of  admi^ion  "  into  the  Union,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  we  then  estab- 
lished Uiero,  "  shall  receive  the  assent  of  a  con* 
venUon  of  delegates  elected  by  the  peojde  of 
atiA  State,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ^ving  the 
assent  herein  required." 

Shall  we  now,  after  Michigan  has  given  this 
assent  in  the  termsprescribed,  release  her  from 
tto  obligatlo&f  Shall  we  now  strike  out  tiie 


preamble  by  which  we  reoognize  the  validity 
and  binding  effect  of  the  assent  given  by  the 
last  convention  of  del^;ates,  and  thus  throw 
the  boundary  question  agdn  open  ?  Shall  we 
undo  all  we  have  done  with  so  mnch  care  at 
the  last  aeadoD,  and  admili  Michigan  into  the 
Union  as  flionjpi  we  had  never  required  frcnn 
her  any  aaaent  to  this  oondition  ?  I  troat  not. 
And  here  pennit  me  to  express  my  astmlsh- 
ment  that  we  Senators  from  Ohio  should  both 
advocate  this  course.  I  have  no  right  to  judge 
for  them,  bat  it  does  aeem  to  me  they  are  wiU- 
ing  to  abandon  liie  only  Becarit7  whidk  we  have 
against  a  repetition  of  the  BO«ies  which  we 
luve  already  witneaeed  on  the  frootiera  oi  Ohio 
and  Michigan. 

To  show  that  my  fears  are  not  vidn,  let  me 
present  the  state  in  which  this  question  will  be 
placed,  in  case  we  do  not  adopt  the  preamble. 
I  think  I  may  assert,  with  perfect  safety,  that 
there  are  ninety-nine  citizens  of  Michigan  out 
of  every  hundred  who  firmly  believe  that  the 
or^anoe  of  1787  fins  irrevocably  the  aouthem 
boundaiy  of  that  State.  If  this  were  its  oor^ 
rect  oonBtntctiott,  it  will  not  be  denied  by  any 
that  no  human  power  can  change  it  without 
the  consent  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  This 
ordnance,  which  is  confirmed  by  tiie  Oonstita- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  to  use  its  own  lan- 
guage, ia  a  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  sua  Territory, 
and  must  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
oommon  oonsratt.  Hence  the  vast  importance 
of  obtaining  the  consent  of  Miohigan  to  the 
proposed  change  in  her  bonndary.  The  lan- 
gnage  of  the  orainanoe  under  which  die  claims 
the  disputed  territory  is  as  fbUows:  "Pro- 
vided, however,  and  it  la  ftarther  muderstood 
and  dedared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three 
States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois)  ahaU  be 
subject  so  to  be  altered  that,  Congress 
shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shell 
have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States  in 
that  part  of  said  territory  which  lies  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  south- 
erly bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan."  Mich- 
igan contends  that  Congress  having  deter- 
mined to  form  two  States  north  of  this  line,  the 
ordinance  makes  it  irrevocably  her  southern 
bonndary.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  in  tiie  country,  we  know,  are  of  this  opin- 
irau  Can  any  Senator,  therefore,  believe  for  a 
moment  that^  if  we  now  leave  this  question 
anaettied,  it  will  never  be  tried  by  Michigan? 
Can  we  bdieve  tiiat  die  will  acquiesce  in  a 
dedd<Hi  of  Congress  which  a  vast  mitjority  of 
her  people  believe  to  have  been  oi^ast?  Re- 
lease her  from  the  assent  which  she  has  pven 
to  the  settlement  of  tiiis  question,  and  then  it 
remains  as  open  as  it  ever  was.  The  point, 
then,  to  bo  decided  is,  whether  the  ordinance 
does  fi  z  her  southern  bonndary  or  not  Admit- 
ting it  did,  it  is  manifest  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress repeaKng  it,  and  giving  the  territory  in 
dispute  to  Ohio,  would  be  a  violation  of  its 
proviakMii^  and  thai  beoame  a  dead  letter. 


Digitized  by 


78 


ABRIDaHBNT  OF  THB 


Sbiutb.] 

tion  now  on  onr  tables.  From  tbis  it  appears 
that  a  convention,  called  bj  an  act  of  the  Z^eg- 
idature  of  Michigan,  did  ass^ble,  and,  after 
deliberation,  did  refnse  to  enter  the  Union 
nnder  l^e  conditions  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  that  their  dissent  was  forwarded  to  the 
Dxecative.  Now,  it  ia  sud  bj  the  honorable 
Senator  from  I^muorlvaiua,  (Mr.  BnoHAHAS,) 
tiiia  oonvention  was  not  hdd  according  to  the 
act  of  Oongreaa;  that  Congress  directed  the 
people  to  meet ;  and  that  no  reference  waa  bad 
m  tne  act  to  the  interpontion  of  the  L^islatnre 
of  Michigan ;  but  that  a  snbsequwt  coaventioo, 
which,  it  is  said,  afterwards  assembled,  alone 
satisfied  the  law.  The  question,  then^  is  be- 
tween the  two  conventions.  If  the  first  was 
leeal,  the  last  was  not.  If  the  first  waa  not  le- 
then  we  may  inqnire  into  the  legality  of 
uie  second.  Now,  let  me  put  one  question  to 
that  honorable  Senator;  I  ask  him  whether, 
had  the  first  oonventioii,  instead  of  rejecting, 
accepted  ^e  conditions  contEuned  in  the  act  of 
Congress,  would  he^  in  that  case,  have  held 
that  assent  illegal?  Wonld  he  then  have  s^d 
that  it  was  a  convention  not  held  aooording  to 
the  act  of  Congress  ?  I  would  almost  ventnre 
to  say  that  he  would  not ;  I  rather  think  the 
convention  would  have  passed  pretty  well.  But 
if  so,  what  has  altered  the  matter!  If  that 
was  a  proper  mode  of  calling  a  oonvention  whidi 
assented,  why  was  it  not  a  proper  mode  of  call- 
ing a  convention  which  refused  its  assent! 
But  aiter  the  convention  assembled  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  o^  Michigan  (for  our  act 
did  recognize  her  as  a  State,  though  I  think . 
very  improperly)  had  dissraited,  no  attempt 
whatever  was  made  by  the  oonstitnted  author- 
ities of  the  State  to  biing  t(wether  another ; 
none  whatever.  Bnt  an  assemuage  of  the  j>eo- 
ple,  in  meetings  which  are  familiai^  denommat- 
ed  eancnses,  was  held  in  some  of  the  oounties, 
and  mutually  a^eed  to  call  a  new  convention. 
Committees  get  together,  and,  after  consulta- 
tion, publish  a  time  and  place  at  which  it  is  to 
assemble.  The  whole  matter  was  utterly  un- 
authorized, save  by  party  organization,  and  was 
the  effect  of  such  organization.  Will  any  man 
dispute  it?  Will  any  man  pretend  that  this 
latter  convention  was  the  effect  of  a  simulta- 
neous and  spontaneous  impulse  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  Michigan !  Is  there  any,  the  least  proof 
of  such  l>eing  the  ^t  I  The  convention  orig- 
inated in  county  calls;  and  all  the  connties 
bnt  two  Joined  m  the  plan,  and  held  elections 
for  delegates.  What  evidence  ia  there  of  any 
rwilarity  in  these  elections  } 

Let  us  look  at  the  papers.  We  have,  to  be 
sure,  the  act  of  ^e  convention  itself,  giving  the 
assent  of  the  State  to  the  act  of  admission,  and 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
TTnited  States.  And  we  have  the  certificate  of 
General  Williams,  said  to  have  been  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  the  convention,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates.  But  there  is  not  any  official  act 
or  signature  of  any  officer  known  to  the  laws 
^ther  of  IGcliigui  or  <tf  the  United  States;  not 
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the  slightest  proof  of  their  election  or  qualifi- 
cation. That  paper,  containing  the  assent  of 
Michigan  in  a  matter  so  importfmt,  is  not  at  all 
authenticated.  Where  do  yon  find  the  law  ac- 
cording to  which  it  was  conducted!  There  is 
none.  It  rests  on  nothing.  There  was  a  meet- 
ing of  certain  individnals  held  at  a  place  oalledf 
I  DelievQ,  AnnArbOT;  and  we  bave  certain  res- 
olutions of  tbdrs,  which  are  to  arul  againss 
the  doings  of  a  convention  held  in  pnisaanoe 
of  a  law  of  the  State,  and  all  whose  acts  are 
ftilly  and  legally  authenticated.  X  cannot  re- 
cognize such  a  paper.  I  must  do  violence  to  my 
own  judgment,  snould  I  reoeive  it  Even  the 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  could  not 
do  it.  He  called  npon  the  Senators  elect  (and 
whose  admisdon  here  is  to  follow  the  parage 
of  the  bill)  to  say  that  every  thing  at  tiiis  sen- 
styled  convention  waa  well  and  duly  conduct- 
ed; end  tiiey  do  say  so,  and  give  the  private 
letters  of  certain  individuals  to  that  effect. 
And  they  give,  further — and  that  I  understand 
to  be  the  evidence  princdpally  j-elied  on— an 
artide  from  a  Detndt  newspaper,  stating  that 
such  an  dectiiw.  was  had,  anon  convention  held, 
8,000  more  votes  were  given  for  the  delegates 
to  this  last  oonvention  than  for  those  who  con- 
stituted the  first  convention.  ^  This,  sir,  is  the 
evidence  to  support  on  oi^anio  law  of  a  new 
State  about  to  enter  the  ITnion  1  Yes,  of  an 
ot^anio  law,  the  very  highest  act  a  ooramunlty 
of  men  can  perform.  Letters,  referring  to  other 
letters  I  and  a  scrap  of  a  newspaper  I 

I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  Government  of 
my  country,  or  of  any  pcntion  of  it,  shoold 
stand  on  such  a  foundation.  I  am  not  willing 
that  an  organic  law  of  a  soveragn  State  shoou 
be  thus  made  and  thus  authentioated. 

But  supponng  that  all  the  counties  of  Michi- 
gan  did  agree  to  the  pn^osal,  and  did  send 
delegates  to  this  last  convention,  and  we  had 
tiie  returns  of  the  elections ;  yet  who,  X  ask, 
presided  at  the  polls !  Who  determined  what 
votes  should  be  received !  How  many  votes 
was  each  man  who  &vored  the  object  permitted 
to  give!  Who  voted!  Was  it  the  qualified 
electors,  or  was  it  all  the  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  Michigan  and  its  vicinity ! 

Mr.  Buchanan  sud:  Mr.  President,  judging 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Oaihouk,)  this  would  seem  to 
be  a  question  big  witif  the  £ate  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion  and  the  country.  AoeonliDC|  to  him,  the 
adoption  of  the  preamUa  to  the  bill  admitting 
ICchigau  into  the  Union,  as  it  was  reported 
the  Oommittee  on  the  Jndidary,  wonld  entail 
upon  us  evUs  as  nnmerous  and  as  deadly  as 
those  contained  in  Pandora's  box,  whilst  hope 
wonld  not  even  remidn.  After  depicting  in 
melancholy  colors  the  cruel  destiny  of*  our 
country,  should  this  precedent  be  established, 
he  eoncJudes  by  saying,  that  in  such  an  event 
this  Giovernmeot  wonld  becfHue  "one  of  the 
most  odious  and  de^tio  Qovermneots  that  ever 
existed  on  the  &oe  of  the  earth." 

I  presmne  it  is  attribntaUe  to  IDT' colder  tam^ 
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perament  that  I  feel  none  of  tiiese  terrors.  In 
mj  opinion,  they  spring  altogether  from  the 
Benotor'B  araent  tnuj^ation  and  creative  ge- 
nitu.  I^noe  I  came  into  pablio'  life,  I  have 
known  the  eonntry  to  be  ramed  at  least  twenty 
times,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemm ;  yet  it  would 
seem  that  the  more  we  are  thns  rained,  the  mora 
ve  flonricih.  Experience  has  tanght  me  to  pay 
little' attention  to  theee  doleftil  predictions. 

The  best  answer  which  can  be  given  to  the 
Senator  is  to  oome  at  onoe  to  the  qnestion.  To 
state  it  in  its  idain  and  ample  chanoter  will  at 
once  dissipate  erary  fear.  Its  decdsirai  will  be 
attended  with  but  little  difiSonlty,  beoanse  it 
in-ndTes  no  new  principles ;  and  as  to  its  im- 
portance as  a  preoedent,  v«  shall  probably 
never  hear  of  it  a^n,  after  the  admisBion  of 
HicMgau  into  the  Unicra. 

What,  then,  Is  the  qnestion  t  On  tliis  subject 
onr  memories  woidd  seem  to  be  strangely  in 
fanlt.  We  cannot  reoolleot  from  one  session  to 
the  other.  I  wish  to  recall  the  attention  of 
Senators  to  the  fact.  It  was  deemed  of  great 
importance  at  the  last  session  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  Michigan  to  the  settlement  of  the 
bonndary  between  her  and  Ohio.  To  accom- 
plish th&  pnrpoee  was  then  of  so  mndi  oonse- 
qnence,  in  onr  opinioii,  that  w«  offered  to 
SGohton  a  la^  territory  on  her  nwQwm 
bcninaary,  as  a  compensation  for  -whaA  she 
slionld  yuld  to  Ohio  on  the  toalfa;  and  we 
made  hw  acceptance  of  this  offer  a  ooocUtion 
wecedoit  of  her  admisBlon  into  the  Union, 
we  then  believed,  and  I  still  believe,  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  of  settling  forever  the  dts- 
pnted  bonnduy  between  Ohio  uid  Michigan, 
whioh  has  already  involved  ns  in  so  many  aiffi- 
cnltiea,  threatening  bloodshed  and  civil  war  on 
that  m>ntier.  This  was  then  deemed  the  only 
mode  of  obtdning  an  abaolote  relinqoiahment 
of  all  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Miohi- 
gan,  to  tiie  territory  in  dispnte  with  Chid  It 
beeanie  my  duty  at  the  last  seeslcm  to  investi- 
gate this  snlject  thorondiW ;  and  I  had  many 
ooofsraioes  iqKm  It  wiu  the  then  ohairman  m 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  (Mr.  Outton) — a 
mm  of  as  clear  a  head  and  as  honest  a  heart  as 
ever  adorned  tMs  chamber.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that,  altiiough  we  oonoorred  in  <^ini<ni 
that  Michigan  had  no  right  to  this  temtory 
nader  the  compact  of  178T,  yet  we  also  believrf 
that  the  only  mode  of  putting  the  qnestion  at 
rest  forever  was  to  obtain  her  own  solemn 
recognition  of  the  right  of  Ohio.  For  this 
very  purpose,  the  &ira  section  was  inserted 
in  the  act  of  tiie  last  session,  declaring  "  that, 
as  a  complionoe  with  the  Amdamental  condition 
of  adodftsion  "  into  the  tTnion,  Ihe  bonndaries 
d  the  State  of  Micdilgaii,  as  we  tiien  estab- 
Bshed  tbem,  dudl  receive  the  assoit  of  a  oon- 
ventlon  <^  delegates  elected  1^  the  people  of 
said  State,  ior  the  sole  pnrpose  of  gtviag  the 
SBsmt  herrin  reqidTed." 

Shan  we  now,  after  Michigan  has  given  this 
aasu^  in  Uie  tenns  prescaibM,  release  her  from 
this  obligation  f  Shall  we  now  striko  out  the 


preamble  by  which  we  recognize  the  validly 
and  binding  effect  of  the  assent  given  by  the 
last  convention  of  del^ates,  and  thns  throw 
the  bonndary  qnestion  again  open  f  Shall  we 
nndo  all  we  have  done  with  so  mnch  care  at 
the  last  session,  and  admit  Michigan  into  the 
Union  as  though  we  had  never  reqtiired  from 
her  any  assent  to  this  condition  ?  I  tmst  not 
And  here  permit  me  to  express  my  astonish- 
ment that  tiie  Senators  from  Ohio  should  boUi 
advocate  this  course.  I  have  no  right  to  judge 
tor  them,  bnt  it  does  seem  to  me  they  are  will- 
ing to  abandon  the  only  seonrity  whii»i  we  have 
against  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  wldch  we 
have  already  witnessed  <hi  the  frontiers  of  (Mo 
and  Michigan. 

To  show  that  my  fears  are  not  vdn,  let  me 
present  the  state  in  which  this  qnestion  vrih  be 
placed,  in  case  we  do  not  adopt  the  preamble. 
I  think  I  may  assert,  with  perfect  suety,  that 
there  are  ninety-nine  citizens  of  Michigan  ont 
of  every  hundred  who  firmly  believe  that  the 
ordinuice  of  1787  fixes  irrevocably  the  souUiera 
boundary  of  that  State.  If  this  were  its  cor- 
rect construction,  it  will  not  be  denied  by  any 
that  no  human  power  can  change  it  without 
the  consent  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  This 
ordinance,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  TTnited  States,  to  use  its  own  lan- 
guage, is  a  oompaet  between  the  orifl  lnal  States 
and  the  people  and.Statee  in  the  aaii  Territory, 
and  must  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
common  consent.  Hence  tiie  vast  importance 
of  obtaining  the  consent  of  Michigan  to  the 
proposed  change  in  her  boundary.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  ordinance  under  which  she  claims 
the  disputed  territory  is  as  follows:  "Pro- 
vided, however,  and  it  is  fhrther  understood 
and  declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three 
SUtes  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois)  shall  bo 
snbject  so  £fv  to  be  altered  that,  if  Congress 
sbul  hereafter  find  it  expedient^  they  shall 
have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States  in 
that  part  of  said  territory  which  lies  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  south- 
erly bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan."  Hich- 
Igut  ocmtends  that  Omgress  having  deter^ 
mined  to  form  two  States  north  of  this  line,  the 
ordinance  makes  it  irrevocably  her  southern 
bonndary.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  in  tiie  country,  we  know,  are  of  this  opin- 
ion. Can  any  Senator,  therefore,  believe  for  a 
moment  that,  if  we  now  leave  this  question 
unsettled,  it  will  never  be  tried  by  Michigan  ? 
Can  we  believe  that  she  will  acquiesce  in  a 
deoinon  of  Congress  which  a  vast  majority  of 
her  people  believe  to  have  been  unjust  ?  Re- 
lease her  from  the  assent  whioh  she  has  given 
to  the  settlement  of  this  qnesticm,  and  then  it 
remains  as  open  as  it  ever  vaa.  The  point, 
then,  to  be  decided  ia,  whether  tiie  ordmanoa 
does  fix  her  southern  boundary  or  nob  Admit* 
ting  it  did,  it  is  manifest  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress repealing  it,  and  giving  the  territory  in 
dispoto  to  Ohio,  would  be  a  violation  of  its 
providcms,  and  tiraa  beocone  s  dead  letter. 
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Tea,  Mr,  the  coosent  of  IQchuan  is  all-import- 
ant to  the  peaoe  and  qaiet  of  tiie  Union ;  and 
now,  when  we  have  ootdned  it,  shall  we  east 
it  awaj  hy  n^eetlng  this  preamble  ?  That  ia  the 
question  whioh  I  (£all  now  proceed  to  discnsa. 

Why,  then,  should  we  reject  this  preamble, 
which  will  forever  terminate  the  dispnte  be- 
tween these  two  States?  Becaase,  saja  the 
Seaator  from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoon,) 
this  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the 
people  of  Michigan,  was  not  authorized  by  a 
previous  act  of  their  State  Le^l&tnre,  and 
therefore  their  proceedings  are  a  nnllitj.  It  ia 
revolutionary,  it  ia  dangerooa  in  itsdf  to  onr 
rights  and  liberties,  and  still  more  dangeroos 
aa  a  precedent  for  foture  cases.  If  this  be 
tme,  the  people  ct  Michigan  are  in  a  moet  un- 
fortunate position.  At  t£«  last  seedoa  of  Gon- 
gnm,  if  we  bad  attempted  to  insert  in  the  bill 
a  proviMon  to  make  the  previous  act  of  the 
Legislature  necessary,  it  would  then  have  been 
Imposed  as  a  revolutionary  measure.  It  would 
have  been  demonstrated  by  Senators  thsA  the 
Legislatnre  of  Michigan  was  an  unauthorized 
assembly,  possessing  no  legitimate  powers;  ttiat . 
it  was  a  body  which  we  had  never  recognized; 
and,  therefore,  we  could  refer  nothing  to  its 
decision.  In  making  these  asaerdona,  1  qteak 
from  the  record. 

It  appears  from  the  journals  that,  on  the 
26th  of  January  last,  the  Vice  Preudent  com- 
mnidoated  to  the  Senate  *^  the  memorial  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  B^reaentatives  of  the 
State  of  Michuan,"  on  the  anttjeet  of  tb^  right 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  On  the  mohon 
of  Mr.  Hendricks,  this  memorial  was  referred, 
accompanied  by  a  declaration  that  the  Senate 
regard  the  same  in  no  other  light  tiian  as  the 
voluntary  act  of  private  individuals."  Mr. 
Buggies  moved  to  strike  out  this  declaration ; 
and,  on  the  yeas  and  nays,  hia  motion  was  re- 
jected by  a  vote  of  30  to  12.  Thus  the  Senate 
then  Bolemnly  determined  that  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan  was  a  mere  assembly  of  private 
individoala ;  and  yet  now  we  are  told  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
that,  because  this  very  Lwialatnre  did  not  pass  an 
act  to  authorize  the  ntming  of  the  ocmventlon, 
all  its  proceedings  are  void  and  rerolutionBry. 
How  will  he  reoonoile  this  inoonnatency  t 
Truly,  the  people  of  Michigan  are  in  a  deplor- 
able condition.  They  cannot  avoid  the  whirl- 
pool of  Soylla  without  )mng  engulfed  in  Cha- 
rybdia.  At  the  last  sesrion,  their  Legislature 
was  a  mere  lawless  assembly;  bat  now  they 
are  so  omnipotent  that  the  sovereign  people  of 
the  State  cannot  elect  del^abes  to  a  convention 
without  their  previous  anuiority.  Let  os  pro- 
ceed one  step  further  with  our  evidence  from 
the  record.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  when  lirat  reported 
by  the  committee,  provided  that  the  asaent  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  required  by  the 
third  aectioaif  should  be  given  by  thehr  Senatora 
and  BepreeraitaliTe  in  Congress,  and  by  the 
Legidatnreof  theSti^  IspeakthimmeinOTy, 
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but  I  feel  ocmfident  I  am  correct.  It  would 
tiave  been  a  vain  attempt  to  snppOTt  this  pro- 
viaott  in  the  fiwe  of  the  vote  of  the  Senate  to 
which  I  have  referred.  What,  air,  refer  to  a 
body  whom  we  had  solemnly  declared  was 
composed  merely  of  private  individuals  the 
question  of  assent  to  a  condition  for  the  purpose 
of  binding  the  sovereign  people  of  Michigan  I 
Tbia  womd  have  been  as  absurd  aa  it  was 
inconsistent.  We  should  then  have  been  told 
that  there  was  no  mode  of  escaping  thia  diffi- 
culty bat  by  at  once  dispensing  wit£  every  ui- 
termediate  agency,  and  referring  the  question 
directly  to  the  original  aource  of  power,  the 
people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  capacity. 
This  was  done,  and  that,  too,  by  a  nnanimoua 
vote  of  the  Senate.  On  tiie  1st  of  April  lost, 
ibt  Wright  moved  to  strike  out  Uie  provimon 
to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to  insert  in  its 
rt^thottlie  asaent  requindahoold  be  pvenby 
"  a  conTCotitm  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people 
of  the  aud  State  for  the  sole  pu^ose  of  giving 
the  asaent  herein  required."  Every  Senator 
then  in  his  place  voted  for  thia  amendment,  and 
by  hia  vote  decided  that  it  was  proper  to  aubmit 
the  quesUott  to  delates  elected  by  the  people 
in  th^  primary  capacity.  It  was  thus  unani- 
moualy  incorporated  into  the  law. 

How  does  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Oalhouk)  now  attempt  to  evade  the  force 
of  this  argnment !  Be  cannot  contend  that  the 
act  of  Congress  refers  to  any  aotdon  of  tlie  State 
Legislatareasbeingnecessary  toliieoall  of  this 
oonventiw.  If  he  did,  the  act  itaelf  woold 
stare  him  fall  in  the  face. 

[Ifr.  CAtaouN  here  explained.  He  add  be- 
would  not  here  argue  tne  question  whether 
Oongresa  meant  to  make  a  previous  act  of  the 
State  Legislature  necessary ;  but  if  it  did  not, 
the  act  of  Congress  would  itwlf  be  unconstitu- 
tional, because  we  had  recognized  Michigan  as 
a  State,  and  Congress  have  no  right  to  call  a 
convention  in  a  State.] 

Mr,  BuoHANAiT  resumed.  I  did  not  mis- 
underatand  the  Senator.  He  contended  that 
the  act  of  Congress  calling  aui^  a  coavenUon 
was  nnoanstitntional ;  and  to  establish  his  prop- 
ORtion  he  said  that  Congress,  under  the  federal 
constitution,  could  cmly  call  a  convention  upon 
the  applioatiott  of  the  L^lslatures  of  two* 
thirds  of  tJie  sevwal  BH^baa. 

Does  the  Soiator  mean  seriously  to  contend 
that  the  mere  proposition  made  by  Congress  to 
the  people  of  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  liieir  assent  to  a  change  of  boundary, 
is  a  convention  called  under  the  antbority  of 
Congress  within  a  State  t  Such  an  ai^ument 
would  be  a  perversion  of  terms.  If  yon  make 
propositions  to  any  foreign  power,  and  surest 
that  their  willingness  to  accept  them  may  be 
ascertained  by  a  convention  of  delates  elected 
by  the  peojple,  how  can  this  be  oonstrned  into 
a  c<mvention  called  by  your  own  sovereign 
authority  I  No,  sir ;  thia  was  a  mere  ofiier^  on 
the  part  (d  the  Government  of  the  United 
StatM,  to  Biake  a  bargain  with  the  pec^e  of 
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IGdugan.  It  presappoaes  a  perfect  eqnality,  in 
tlda  respect,  between  the  parties.  They  luid 
the  Bune  right  to  reftue  that  we  had  to  offer. 
Thej  maj  volontariljr  consent  to  yoar  terms, 
as  tiiey  hare  done  in  this  case,  and  then  it 
becomes  a  contract  which  oannot  afterwards  be 
violMed ;  bat  if  the/  had  dissented,  the  nego- 
tii^on  would  have  been  at  an  end.  This  is 
what  the  BeDMlxa  dmombiates  a  oonvMition 
called  In"  OonpoH  witbin  tiie  limtta  of  the 
State  ot  Miohi^in.  Snrel^  no  further  argrunent 
on  this  point  of  the  ease  can  be  necessary. 

Congress  might  have  prop(»ed  to  Michigan 
tbi^  the  qnestioa  shonld  be  decided  at  the 
VcOSf  hj  a  TOte  of  the  people.  It  was  better, 
nowoTer,  to  submit  it  to  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, because  they  conld  deliberate.  This  was 
emphatically  to  be  the  act  of  the  people  in 
thm  sovereign  capacity.  It  was  a  question 
whether  they  shomd  he  received  as  a  member 
into  onr  great  fiunily  of  nations  npon  the  terms 
whidi  we  had  proposed.  It  was  to  be  the 
eatafalishmenl  of  new  poUtioal  rdatians  of  the 
most  imiKntnit  ohanoter,  aflbodng  tbfm  and 
thfltr  diuldren  for  many  generations.  K  was  a 
qneaticm  over  which,  nnder  th^  own  craatitn- 
oon,  tbdr  semntB,  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, had  no  ocntiot  To  what  other  tribmial 
COTild  we  so  propo-Iy  have  referred  this  qaes- 
tion,  as  to  thiat  of  a  oonvention  d  ddegates 
elected  by  the  people  ? 

There  can,  then,  be  no  objection  to  the  aot 
of  Congress,  anless  it  be  that  the  people  are 
not  competent,  in  the  very  natnre  of  things,  to 
give  the  assent  required,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  Le^alatore.  But  this  wonld  be  to 
condemn  the  conduct  of  our  ancestors.  It 
iroold  be  at  war  with  the  moat  ^orio^  events 
of  onr  own  history.  Beudes,.the  verj%mdaot : 
t£  the  petqde  of  ViAli^gM,  npon  this  oooarion, 
disproves  the  position.  There  was  no  tomol- 
tocma  and  lawless  riung  up  of  the  people 
a^n£t  ft  settled  form  of  government^  as  one 
m^^t  suppose,  judging  horn  the  at^wnents 
upon  Uiia  floor. 

They  conducted  the  election  with  regolarity 
and  <wder,  according  to  the  established  laws 
and  usages  of  the  State. 

Hear  what  General  Williams,  the  president  of 
the  convention,  says  upon  the  subject,  in  his 
commnnioation  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States:  **TheoonTentaon,"8ays he, "originated 
thnnq;h  primary  meetings  of  the  dtiaena  of 
the  several  counties,  in  ample  time  to  afford 
notice  to  the  whold  ^ate.  Fnrsoant  thor^ 
tibe  elections,  kept  <^>en  for  two  di^  on  t^e 
6th  and  6th  instant,  (December,)  have  been 
held  in  all  the  oonnties  except  Honroe  and 
Kacomb.  These  electioDs  were  fair  and  open, 
and  oondncted  in  all  respects  as  our  other 
elections,  and  the  retoms  made  to  il>e 'county 
boards,  and  canvassed  as  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  the  late  Traritory  of  Michigan  in  dmi- 
lar  oases.  The  result  liaa  been  a  decided  ex- 
pnarion  of  tiie  voice  of  a  m^ority  of  the 
people^  approbatory  of  the  reeohitkMi  enoloaed." 

You  XHLr-^ 


{Sasuaa. 

la  there  any  doubt  oi  this  "  decided  exprefr- 
sion  of  Hie  voice  of  the  mi^jority  of  the  peo- 
ple I "  Can  any  Senator  npon  this  floor  ques- 
tion itf  Has  there  l>een  a  slugle  memorial, 
or  even  a  single  private  letter  produced,  calling 
it  in  question  ?  Nay,  more :  has  a  single  voice 
been  raised  in  Midtlgan  against  entering  the 
Union  on  the  terms  pn^Kwedf  Kotone^toonr 
knowledge. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  place  the  chdou  of 
Michigan  npon  other  grounds,  it  might  be  done 
with  great  force.  Suppose  we  were  to  admit 
that  meir  proceedings  had  been  irregular,  ought 
tibat  to  exclude  her  from  the  Union  ?  On  this 
sutrject  we  ought  to  act  IDce  statesmen  aoquunt- 
ed  with  the  history  of  our  own  country.  We 
oEU^ht  not  to  e^ly  the  rigid  rules  of  abstract 
political  saence  too  rigorously  to  such  cases. 
It  has  been  our  practice  heretofore  to  treat  our 
infant  Territories  with  paternal  care,  to  nurse 
them  with  kindness,  and,  when  they  had  attain- 
ed the  age  of  manhood,  to  admit  them  into  the 
family  withont  reqairing  from  them  a  ri^d  ad- 
herence to  fonns.  The  great  questions  to  ba 
dedded  are^  do  Oxer  contain  a  saffi<dent  ^apa» 
lation  >  have  they  adopted  a  repnblioan  ecmati- 
tution?  and  are^e^  willing  to  enter  the  Unicm 
upon  the  terms  which  we  propose !  If  so,  all 
the  preUminary  proceedings  have  been  consid- 
ered but  mere  forms,  which  we  have 'waived 
in  repeated  instances.  They  are  but  the  scaf- 
folding of  the  building,  which  is  of  no  farther 
use  after  the  edifice  is  complete.  We  have 
pursued  this  course  In  regard  to  Tennessee,  to 
Arkansas,  and  even  to  Michigan.  No  Senator 
will  pretend  that  their  Territorial  L^^atures 
had  any  right  whatever  to  pass  laws  enabliog 
the  people  to  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
for  the  pnrpose  of  forming  a  State  oons^tion. 
It  was  an  act  of  usarpation  on  their  part  And 
yet  we  have  in  dl  these  inrtanoes  waived  this 
otgectlon,  and  approved  the  ocmstitution  tiitu 
formed.  We  have  admitted  Tennessee  and 
AtWpw  into  the  Uidon,  notwithstanding  this 
objection ;  and  X  brust  we  shall  pursue  a  similar 
coarse  towu^  Michigan,  especially  as  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  her  people  have  aa- 
sented  to  onr  terms  of  admission. 

The  case  of  Missouri  was  a  very  strong  one. 
Congress  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the  Union 
Qpon  the  condition  that  her  Legislature  should 
sabstantially  change  a  provision  in  her  consti- 
tution tonooing  a  v^  delicate  subject.  Under 
her  constitution  the  legislature  had  no  power 
to  make  this  ohaoge ;  nw  ooold  it  have  been 
effected  withont  a  long  and  tronblescnne  process. 
Bat  Congress  cut  the  gordian  knot  at  once,  and 
agreed  to  accept  the  engagement  of  the  Legis- 
lature as  the  voice  at  the  people.  We  have 
never  had  any  oocodon  to  regret  this  disregard 
of  forms. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  upon 
sntgeots  concerning  which  I  should  gladly  be 
silent.  The  internal  concerns  of  the  States 
should  never  be  introduced  npon  this  floor  whm 
itoanbssnuded;  bat  the  Senators  fhm  South 
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Oarolina  (Mr.  Oalhouk)  and  Ohio  (Mr.  Hobsib) 
have  thought  differently,  and  hare  rendered  it 
necessary  for  me  to  make  some  obserrations  in 

First,  then,  I  would  ask,  what  possible  con- 
nection can  be  imamied  between  the  conduct 
of  the  Senatorial  electors  of  Maryland,  who 
r^tased  to  exeeate  a  trust  for  which  they  were 
ele(d»d,  fud  that  of  the  pet^e  of  Michigan, 
who  obose  dde^^ates  to  a  oonventi<Hi  upon  the 
expreaa  inrit^ion  of  an  act  of  Congress  f 
The  MuT'Iand  electors  refused  to  perform  their 
duty  under  the  State  oonstitatioa ;  but  the 
people  of  Michigaa  did  ^re  their  assent  to  the 
oondltion  which  we  had  prescribed  to  tiiem, 
and  upon  which  alone  they  coald  enter  the 
TTnion.  There  is  as  great  a  difference  between 
X\iQ  two  cases  as  "  between  a  hawk  and  a  hand- 
saw." Standing  here  as  a  Senator,  I  hare  no 
right  to  pronomioe  judgment  upon  the  conduct 
of  these  electors.  They  are  responsible  to  the 
pewle  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  not  to  me. 

liie  other  Maryland  qnestioB,  to  which  the 
Senator  adverted,  is  one  of  a  very  different 
character.  It  iuTolves  the  decision  of  tiie  im- 
portant principle  whether,  under  a  settled  form 
of  constitutional  government^  the  people  have 
a  ri^t  to  change  that  form  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion. If  I  were  to  admit  that  they  did  not 
posses?  this  power,  still  the  Senator  is  as  much 
of  a  revolutionist  as  myself.  He  admits  that 
if  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  had  passed  a  law 
anthorising  this  convenlioD,  and  fixing  the  time 
and  place  of  its  meeting,  then  its  proceedings 
would  have  been  r^nlar  and  valid.  But  who 
gave  the  L^ialature  of  Michigan  this  authority  t 
IB  it  oontdned  in  tiie  constitution  of  the  State  ! 
That  is  not  pretended.  Whence,  then,  shall  we 
derive  it  ?  How  does  fiie  Senator  esctqw  from 
ttiis  diffionltyf  Upon  his  own  principles,  it 
would  have  been  a  l^;ialative  ttsnrpation ;  and 
yet,  he  sa^  If  the  Lmdatnre  had  acted  first, 
the  omvention  would  have  been  held  under 
ocnapetent  authority. 

Kow,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  not  have 
objected  to  their  action.  It  n^ght  have  been 
convonient,  it  might  have  been  proper,  for  them 
to  have  recommended  a  particular  day  for  hold- 
ing the  election  of  delentes  and  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention.  But  it  is  mamfest  that, 
as  a  source  of  power  to  the  convention,  l^i»- 
lative  action  would  have  been  absurd.  The 
omistitation  of  Michigan  fixes  the  boundaries 
of  the  State.  "Sot  this  purpose,  It  refers  to  the 
act  of  Oongress  of  the  llth  ci  Janwrj,  1805, 
establishing  the  Territory.  How  could  these 
boundaries  be  changed !  If  in  no  other  manner 
than  that  prescribed  in  the  constitution  of 
Michigan,  it  would  have  been  a  tedious  and 
troublesome  process,  and  worJd  have  delayed, 
for  at  least  two  years,  the  admission  of  the 
State  into  the  Union.  First,  such  an  amend- 
ment must  have  been  sanctioned  by  a  m^ority 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bmresentativos. 
Tbm  it  mnat'  have  beoa  pnUlsaed  Ibr  three 


months.  Afterwards  it  must  have  received  the 
approbation  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  a 
Le^slature  subsequentiy  elected.  And,  after 
all  these  prerequisites,  it  must  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of'  the  people,  for  their  ratifi- 
cation. It  was  to  avoid  these  very  difficulties 
that  the  Senate,  at  their  last  session,  adopted, 
by  a  unanimons  vote,  the  measure  whidi  the 
Senator  now  calls  revolntionary,  referred  the 
decidon  of  the  qnestion  Erectly  to  the  sover- 
eign people  of  luchigan  in  their  primary  c&pao- 
ity.  Then  was  the  appropriate  moment  fiv 
the  Senator  to  have  objected  to  this  course; 
that  was  the  occasion  on  which  to  oonvinoe  us 
that  this  was  an  unconstitutional  and  lawless 
proceeding.  He  suffered  the  precious  moment 
to  esc^e,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  tell  the 
people  of  Michigan  that  th,ey  shall  be  punished 
by  an  exclusion  from  the  Union,  because  they 
thought  proper  to  take  us  at  our  word.  That 
would  have  been  the  time  to  have  inserted  an 
amendment  in  the  bill  requiring  a  previous  act 
of  the  Le^slature,  preambing  the  mode  of 
eleoting  the  delegates.  BnttheSenatwwaatiim 
mlent  upon  this  subject  There  had  then  been 
no  proceedings  in  Maryland,  such  as  he  now 
calls  revolutionary.  A  word  upon  tluit  subject. 
We  ore  told  in  that  sacred  and  venerated 
iostmment  which  first  proclaimed  the  rights  of 
man  to  the  world,  that  "  all  experience  hath 
shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer 
while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they 
are  accustomed."  But  suppose  the  case  of  a 
State  whose  constitution,  originally  good,  bad, 
from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  from  the  changes 
in  the  population  of  different  portions  of  its 
territoi£  beccme  unequal  and  n^nst.  Suppose 
this  ineqnaUtj  and  i^}astioe  to  have  gone  to 
sach  an  extent  that  the  vitd  printnple  (tfrepre- 
sentative  republios  was  destr^ed,  and  that  tho 
vote  of  a  dtiaen  in  one  county  of  the  State  was 
equivalent  to  tiiat  of  tix  citizens  in  another 
county.  Suppose  that  an  equal  disproportion 
existed  between  taxation  and  representatimi, 
and  that,  under  the  organic  forms  of  the  con- 
stitution, a  minority  could  forever  control  the 
m^ority.  Why,  ur,  even  under  such  circum- 
stances, I  should  bear  with  patience  whilst  hope 
remained.  I  would  solicit,  I  would  urge  the 
minority,  I  would  appeal  to  their  sense  of  jus- 
tice, to  call  a  convention,  under  tbe  forms  of 
the  constitution,  for  the  purpose  of  I'edressing 
t^e  f^evanoee ;  but  if^  at  last,  I  found  they  had 
determined  to  torn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  my  entrea- 
ties,' I  should  then  invol»  tiie  peaceaue  ud  (rf 
the  people,  in  their  sovereign  ciq}adty,  to 
remedy  tJiese  evils.  They  are  the  source 
all  power ;  they  are  the  i^htful  autiiors  of  all 
constitutions.  Th^  are  not  forever  to  be 
shackled  by  their  own  servants,  and  compelled 
to  submit  to  evils  such  as  I  have  described,  by 
the  reftisal  of  their  own  Legislature  to  pass  a 
law  for  holding  a  convention.  Whoever  denies 
this  position,  condemns  the  principles  of  the 
deotarationof  ind^endouM  ud  of  tiie  Amerir 
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can  KeTolntion.  Thero  is  not  one  of  the  old 
ibirteen  States  whose  Government  was  not 
called  into  existence  apon  these  Tery  princi- 
ples.. It  is  now  too  late  in  the  day,  in  onr 
favored  land,  to  contend  that  the  people  cannot 
change  their  forma  of  government  at  pleaanre. 
The  dorioQs  experiment  which  we  are  trying 
in  this  coBEtry  would  prove  a  total  failure,  if 
we  should  now  decide  that  the  people,  in  no 
flitoation,  and  under  no  drennutanoea,  oan  hxA&. 
a  convention  witiwut  the  previooB  oansent  of 
tii^  own  L^idatoie.  It  Is  not  mr  province 
to  say'  whether  the  propw  time  for  this  peacefU 
action  of  the  sovereign  pec^le,  in  their  primary 
owaoity,  has  yet  airived,  or  will  ever  arrive, 
fn^ryland.  Tbat  queation  may  safely  be  left 
to  them ;  bnt  I  no  terror^  my  fancy  con- 
jures up  no  spectres  from  such  doctrines  as  I 
have  a-dvanced. 

USs.  Bbnton  said :  Nominally,  and  upon  re- 
cord, tJiis  is  a  Michigan  question— a  question  to 
admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  in 
foct  uid  in  substance,  it  is  now  converted  into 
a  Pennsylvania  and  a  Maryland  question,  to 
arrest  or  paralyze  the  proceedings  against  the 
United  States  Bank  charter  in  the  former,  and 
to  arrest  or  pandyze  the  ]irooeedInj|;8  In  &vor 
of  a  convention  in  the  latter.  This  u  the  form 
given  to  it  yesterday  by  the  movement  of  the 
Senators  from  South  Carolina  and  OhiOr(lib*, 
Calhovk  and  2b-.  Hobbis  ;)  so  that  little  Michi- 
gan, whidi  had  seemed  to  be  the  snhjeot  of  dis- 
cussion before  the  Senate,  was  suddenly  found 
to  Im  nothing  but  the  tail  to  the  Idte,  dangling 
in  the  tar  bmow,  while  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
the  imposing  apparition  of  the  two  Atlantic 
States,  riaing  ana  novering  alwve.  In  this  way, 
the  young  Michigan  was  suddenly  eclipsed  and 
lost  si^t  of;  nod  the  lawle^  and  revolutionary 
movemrat,  as  it  was  sfyled,  in  Pemtsylvania, 
wtinst  tiie  sanctity  of  a  owtain  cbarter,  and 
uelawless  and  revolutionary  movement,  aa  it 
was  stigniatdzed,  in  Maryland,  in  fhvor  of  a 
convennon  of  the  people,  l}ecame  the  eogross- 
iog  theme  of  denunciation  and  vituperation. 
Oreatiy  did  Mr.  B.  r^oice  that  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buohakan)  had  fol- 
lowed no  part  of  this  nnhq>py  example ;  tbat 
he  had  carefoUy  eschewed  au  animadversion ; 
that  he  had  positively  reused  to  take  any  part, 
or  to  have  any  share,  in.  discussing  State  meas- 
ures here ;  and  had  confined  himself  to  tlie 
dataes  of  defence  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
novel  and  a^ressive  course  pursued  by  others, 
niat  Senator's  first  care  was  to  defend  a  gentle- 
man of  his  own  State,  Mr.  DaUas,  who  had 
been  aaaidled  herein  name;  and  in  that  he  had 
90  acted  aa  to  eS^  what  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
thought  to  he  impossible :  he  had  increased  his 
high  character  for  private  worth,  and  had  added 
to  the  exalted  opinion  entertidned  of  the  good- 
MBs  of  his  heart;  for  this  generous  d^nce 
was  volunt«ered  in  favor  of  oue  with  whonf  it 
was  not  his  fortune  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy. 
He  showed  the  ioinstioe  dtme  to  that  gentleman 
bt  itMbatliv  to  Ua  letter  meaninga  whidi  did 


not  belong  to  it,  and  drawing  inftrenoes  aa 
foreign  to  his  character  as  they  were  to  his 
writmg.  He  (Mr.  B.)  bad  read  that  letter,  but 
not  since  it  had  been  the  subject  of  animadver- 
sion ;  and  it  might  be  that  his  knowledge  of 
the  amiable  character,  purity  (rf  heart  and  pur- 
pose, and  modesty  of  deportaaent  of  the  writer, 
had  prevented  him  from  bo  scanning  his  words 
as  to  be  able  to  find  the  deep  mischief  which 
^vj  coDoealed ;  ibr  certainly  he  had  not  seen 
the  anarohioal  si^t  attributed  to  it.  In  many 
tiiinn  he  a^eed  with  him,  esi>ecially  in  that 
which  related  to  Tested  rights ;  in  some  things 
he  did  not ;  but  whwe  he  did  not  agree,  it  was 
still  tbe  disagreement  which  left  unimpeached 
the  high  diaraoterfor  public  and  private  worth 
which  Mr.  Dallas  brought  with  bun,  as  a  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  to  tiiis  chamber,  and 
carried  back  with  hfan  fK»n  this  chamber  to 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  B.,  with  aa  much  reluctance  as  he  bad 
felt  in  adverUug  to  Pennsylvania  afiMrs,  must 
now  advert  to  the  Maryland  branch  of  tbis 
question.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  movement 
in  Maryland  to  organize  a  coDvention,  by  the 
inherent  and  unalienable  il^ts  of  the  people, 
and,  without  a  legislative  act,  to  alter  and 
change  the  cinutitntion  of  the  State.  ^Hie 
convention  held  in  Michigan  is  one  of  thia 
kind,  and,  therefore,  the  recognition  of  an  act 
done  by  tiiat  convention^  rented  on  this  floor, 
by  the  friends  of  the  anti-eonvention  party  in 
Maryluid,  for  fear  it  may  operate  in  favor  of 
the  convention  party  in  ttiat  State.  This  is 
the  way  that  Maryland  politics  are  lugged  into 
this  debate,  and  made  part  of  thia  discuraion. 
Mr.  B.*  sfdd  he  had  often  seen  gentlemen  argue 
one  question  with  an  eye  to  another,  but  usu- 
ally, with  Uie  delicacy  of  not  lumtng  m,  by 
name,  this  other  qnestini,  which  luid  no  place 
upon  the  record.  Bat  this  delicacy  has  not 
been  observed  nptm  this  oocarion.  Ifiohlgan 
alone  is  In  the  reoord  before  ns ;  yet  Pemuiyl- 
vania  has  l>een  dragged  in  by  name ;  If  aryland 
has  l)een  dragged  in  by  name;  and  not  only 
draped  in,  but  made  uie  principal  snUeot  of 
debate,  and  the  most  funoos  dennntnationa 
levelled  at  a  portion  of  their  citizens.  The 
advocates  for  the  Maryland  convention  are,  not 
incidentally  and  by  way  of  innuendo,  lashed  and 
scourged  here  while  lashing  and  ecoumng  the 
Michigan  convention,  but  they  are  singed  out, 
seized  upon,  and  dragged  forcibly  and  violently 
into  this  chamber ;  and  then  denounced  in  such 
style  that,  no  doubt,  Hie  qnestion  of  the  Mary- 
land convention  is  conndered  as  completely 
crushed  bj  the  fbrco  which  assails  it  here. 
Be  it  BO,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  the  people  of  sovereign 
States  are  willing  to  have  their  afiVurs  governed 
by  denunciation  here.  It  will  certainly  be  a 
one-raded  game  on  this  floor,  for  it  was  mani- 
fest that  there  was  one  party  at  least  here  who 
wotdd  not  att»}k  the  impending  measures  of 
any  State,  nor  attack  the  conduct  or  motives 
of  the  (ntizens  cS  any  State,  in  acting  as  tbey 
ideaaed  <m  what  oonmmed  themsdvea;  there 
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was  one  party,  at  least,  here,  who  would  limit 
themsdres  to  the  jast  defmoe  of  the  absent 
and  the  assailed.  The  Maryland  convenlion 
party,  then,  Is  arraigned  and  condemned  hero 
for  propo^ig  to  do  what  Michigan  has  done, 
and  the  act  of  Michigan  mmt  be  stamped  widi 
reprobation  by  OoDgreas,  Ifist  it  become  a  pr&' 
cedent,  sanctioned  By  the  approbation  of  Oon- 
gress,  for  the  jDsti£cation  the  convention 
party  in  Maryland.  This  Is  the  state  of  the 
qnestion  before  na ;  and  Mr.  B.  wonld  imme- 
oivtdy  proceed  to  vindicate,  not  by  an  a^oment 
of  his  own,  bnt  by  example,  anthori^,  and 
precedent,  drawn  mim  oar  early  histoiy,  and 
from  the  writinn  of  the  fonnders  of  the  republic, 
and  others  which  d^ed  respect^  the  act  which 
Uiohigan  has  done,  and  which  a  party  in  Mary- 
land proposes  to  do.  Mr.  B.  then  read  and 
commented  briefly  upon  several  passa^  from 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Madison,  Judge  'Wilson,  of 
Pumsylvania,  GeoiOTal  Hamilton,  and  Judge 
Btorr,  in  his  OommmtBries  on  the  Oonstitntion. 
Mr.  If  adlBcm,  speaking  of  the  alleged  defect  of 
powers  in  the  oonvenoon  of  1787,  whioh  fiomed 
the  federal  consdtntion,  says : 

"  They  (the  memben  of  the  convention)  must  have 
v^ected  that,  in  all  great  cfaangefl  of  established 
OoTemment,  fonn  sou^  to  give  my  to  substance ; 
that  a  rig^  adheienoe,  in  ea^  cases  to  the  fonoer, 
would  render  nominal  and  nugatory  the  transcendent 
and  predous  right  of  tbe'people  to  *  abolish  or  alter 
this  GoTemment,  as  to  tiietn  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  effect  Ifaeir  safety  and  hqtiHaesB,*  since  it  is  im- 
poaiAde  for  the  people  ^Mtanaondy  and  oDlTersally 
to  move  in  coiioert  towards  their  ob|)ect,  and  it  is 
therefore  esaenUal  that  such  <duuigefl  be  instituted 
by  some  informal  and  onaathorized  proponUons, 
nude  by  acme  patriotic  and  respoctaUe  atizen,  or 
number  of  citisens.  They  most  have  recollected 
that  h  was  by  this  irr^lar  and  assumed  privU^ 
ofpropoeba  to  the  pe(^e  pisns  for  thdr  sue^  and 
happiness,  that  the  States  were  first  united  against 
the  danger  with  wtdcb  they  were  threatened  by  their 
andent  Government,  that  conmittees  and  Congresses 
were  fonned  for  concentrating  thdr  effbrts,  and 
defending  their  rights,  and  that  omvenUons  woe 
elected  m  the  several  States  for  eetablishing  the 
constltations  under  which  they  are  now  governed. 
N<n-  could  it  have  been  forgotten  that  no  little  ill' 
timed  souidea,  no  seal  ins  adherilog  to  wdlnary 
fbnna,  were  anywhere  sem,  except  in  those  who 
wished  to  Indulge,  under  these  masks,  didr  secret 
enmity  to  Uls  aobstann  cmtended  fbr."— AdnvKif, 
No,  4a. 

Here^  sdd  ICr.  B.,  the  authority  of  the 
people,  in  their  original  sovereign  capacity,  to 
aboUsh,  alter,  and  ohanga,  their  form  of  govern- 
ment, i&  fttlly  and  expressly  set  forth.  The 
want  of  le^^ative  authority  to  guide  or  direct 
them  is  directly  waived ;  and  some  patriotic 
and  respectable  citizen  or  citizens  are  looked 
to,  to  oommenoe  the  informal  and  mumthorized 
prOTKnitions  which  are  to  lead  to  a  convention, 
ana  to  end  in  the  adoption  of  ftmdamental 
ohangee. 

Suui  dtinoB  are  not  comddered  by  Mr.  Madi- 
M»  as  MMTnhiiiti,  diaoqEraim^  diatarlma  of 


the  peace,  despoilera  of  property,  &c.,  bnt  as 
pnblic  benefactors,  prompted  by  patriotism  to 
take  the  lead  in  a  work  of  publio  good  and 
necessity.  Mr.  B.  particularly  noted,  and  r^ad 
twioe  over,  the  concluding  sentence  of  tlUs 
extraot  fnm  Mr.  Madison:  He  said  that  Mr. 
M.  was  one  of  the  most  careful  men  in  abstain- 
ing from  personalities  and  &e  impnta^on  of 
motivee ;  bat  here  was  a  kem  onL  and  a  home 
thrust,  at  the  old  tones  of  the  Revolution— 
King  George  the  Third's  men,  the  conservatives 
of  fifty  years  ago,  who  were  indulging  thw 
aeoet  enmity  to  the  real  rights  oi  the  pec^Ie, 
under  the  mask  of  zeal  for  adhering  to  forms, 
and  conscientiona  scruples  against  acting  with- 
out authority. 

\T&r.  Benton  then  read  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution, that  &ste  ctmstitations,  without  authority 
of  law,  were  of  eonunon  ooourronoa.} 

Mr.  B.  ha^g  ahown,  from  the  <^iid(ms  of 
the  most  eminent  men,  and  from  examples  of 
the  highest  character,  that  conventions  were 
independoit  of  State  legislation,  demanded  how 
it  was  tttat  State  Le^atnres  assumed  to  have 
power  to  grant  or  withhold  them  t  He  wished 
to  see  their  grant  for  the  exert^  of  this  au- 
thority 1  He  wished  to  see  how  it  was  that 
they  Vho  were  servants,  and  dressed  up  in  a 
little  brief  authority,  ncdertook  to  govern  and 
direct  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  an  inherent 
and  onalienabfe  right  ?  "^^J  could  not  get  this 
authority  from  the  people,  for  It  assumra  a  su- 
premaoy  over  the  people.  There  was  bnt  ono 
w^  to  dedooe  thdr  title,  and  that  waa  through 
divine  right  t  and  by  the  grace  of  God  I  Any 
thing  short  of^this  acknowledges  the  sover^gnty 
of  the  people,  and  puts  an  end  to  the  preten- 
sion ;  so  that  a  Legislature  which  should  now 
assume  to  authorize  the  people  to  hold  a  con- 
vention, if  put  to  a  derivation  of  their  own  au- 
thority, would  have  to  adopt  the  style  of  those 
kings  of  Europe  who  hold  that  God  has  put 
the  people  into  their  care,  and  endowed  them 
with  all  authority  for  their  protection  and  pres- 
ervation. A  legislative  advice,  counsel,  or 
recommendation  to  the  people  to  hold  a  con- 
vention, and  an  appropnation  of  money  to  de- 
fntj  its  expenses,  is  cert^nly  a  oonvenienoe^ 
bnt  it  Is  not  a  prerequisite ;  and  conventions  to 
change  the  form  of  Government  may  be  held 
by  the  people  when  they  please;  tuing  care 
to  Bubmit  their  work  to  a  direct  vote  of  the 
people  themselves,  or  to  a  new  convention 
elected  for  the  exwess  purpose  of  appwval  or 
refection,  as  was  done  in  the  case  01  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  and  thus  makmg 
sure  of  tiie  approbation  of  a  miijority  of  the 
people  before  uie  new  constitotion  is  put  in 
force. 

Mr.  B.  had  now  finished  his  view  of  this 
question,  and  would  make  a  brief  application 
of  the  whole  to  the  case  of  Michigan.  The  peo- 
ple there-  had  held  a  convention,  by  thdr  own 
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power,  to  accept  a  fimdamental  condition  of 
thdr  admisdon  into  the  Union.  Thej  have 
accepted  the  condition;  and  the  objedkon  ia, 
that  the  convention  was  a  lawless  and  rerola- 
tiocarj  mob,  and  that  law  ought  to  be  made  to 
BnppreflB  and  naniah  snch  aasemblages  in  fotore. 
Ur.  B.  wonldthold  s  -^TvpoA^m.  tSt  anch  a  law 
to  he  the  qnintesBence  not  Enropean,  but  of 
Anatio  despotism ;  and  mre  he  was,  it  would 
Kceire  no  countenance  the  Tote  of  thia 
chamber.  In  saying  this,  he  spoke  upon  a  re- 
eoUection  of  the  past,  as  woll  as  npon  a  view 
of  the  present.  At  the  last  sesrion  of  Congrees 
an  this  deouncialion  of  lawless  and  rerolntion- 
nrj  mobs  had  been  lavished  npon  the  conven- 
tion both  of  Arkansas  and  Uichigan,  beoanse, 
being  Territories,  they  had  held  conventions, 
and  framed  constitutions,  withoot  the  author- 
ity of  Congress.  Onr  answers  to' these  denmi- 
ciatioas  were  the  same  that  we  give  now, 
namely:  1.  That  they  had  a  right  to  do  so 
without  our  anthority,  and  all  that  we  could  re- 
qnire  was,  that  th^  should  send  ua  their  consti- 
tutions, that  we  might  see  they  were  republican ; 
and,  a.  That  these  Territories  bad  several  times 
applied  to  Congress  for  an  act  to  regulate  the 
holding  of  their  conventions,  which  were  always 
refused  by  the  political  party  which  then  hdd 
the  supremacy  in  this  chamber;  and  ttmt  to 
refuse  them  an  act  to  regulate  the  holding  of  a 
convention,  when  they  asked  for  it,  and  tiien 
to  denounra  them  for  holding  a  convention 
without  law,  was  unreasonable  and  contradic- 
tory, and  subjected  ourselves  to  the  reproach 
botii  of  iq}astice  and  inconsistency.  These 
were  onr  answers  then;  and  we  added,  that 
those  who  denounced  the  Arkansas  and  Michi- 
gan oonve&tions  for  lawless  and  revolntionary 
mobs,  would  find  themselves  unsupported  by 
the  vote  of  the  Senate ;  which  tnrnea  out  to  be 
the  fact,  for  the  n^ative  vote  was  exceedingly 
small ;  and  Mr.  B.  would  add,  that  the  re^t 
would  be  the  same  now ;  and  that,  after  all  this 
denunciation  of  the  convention  in  Michigan, 
the  convention  party  In  Maryland,  and  the  dis- 
organizing party  in  Pennsylvania,  the  vote 
would  be .  about  as  it  was  at  the  last  session, 
exoeedinf^  small,  and  entirely  too  inoonsider- 
able  to  give  any  countenance  to  their  demmoia- 
ti<»u. 

Mr.  B,  condnded  by  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  Senate  would  not  adjourn  until  it  finished 
tUs  qaestion.  It  was  due  to  Fenn^lvania  and 
Maryland  that  we  should  stop  s  debate  in  which 
thdr  concerns  were  impr(^>eriy  introduced;  and 
it  was  due  to  Michigan  herseu  that  ^e  should 
be  relieved  from  this  attendance  at  onr  doors. 
8he  has  been  debarred  of  her  rights  for  years ; 
she  is  a  State,  if  not  a  State  of  the  confederacy ; 
she  has  a  right  to  be  admitted ;  and  the  admis- 
non  of  a  State  is  a  question  of  that  dignity  to 
l>e  entitied,  not  only  to  a  speedy  decision,  but 
to  a  preference  over  all  other  questions  until  it 
was  decided.  He  repeated,  what  he  had  said 
some  days  before,  that  he  had  come  with  his 
doak  to  camp  on  this  floor  until  the  vote  was 


taken ;  and,  that  beiiw  his  idea  of  what  all 
ought  to  do,  he  would  not  onuume  time  by 
tweaking. 


WnosuDAT,  January  4^ 
A3hmitrion  nf  JiSahSgai^ 

Hie  Senate  proceeded  to  the  ftirtiier  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Midilgan 
into  the  Union ;  the  qaestion  being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MoEBia  to  amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  Batabd  sidd;  In  my  opinion,  sir,  the 
present  bill  involves  a  monstrous  political  her- 
esy, and  gives  its  sanction  by  implication  to  a 
doctrine  which  would  subvert  all  regular  gov- 
ernment. It  is  true,  sir,  that  upon  its  &c6  there 
is  nothing  exceptionable,  but  yon  cannot  strip 
it  of  its  contemporaneous  &cts,  you  cannot  blot 
from  the  page  of  history  its  oonoomitant  cir- 
cnmstances.  Hie  Ibssage  of  the  Preudent  and 
other  documents  are  now  matters  of  rec<n^ 
What,  then,  rfi;  is  the  ease  before  us  I  Not  a 
single  insnlstea  act,  but  a  matter  which,  In  tiie 
web  of  human  afi^is,  involves  consequences 
which  cannot  be  ti«mmelled  up.  The  efibet, 
sir,  of  to-day  becomes  the  cause  of  to-morrow, 
and  it  behooves  us  to  look  warily  to  the  princi- 
ples which  we  establish.  The  case  is  simply 
this :  the  people  of  a  part  of  Michigan  Terri* 
tory,  without  wuting  for  a  previous  act  of  Con- 
grctts  assigning  the  boundaries  of  their  State, 
and  authorizing  the  formation  of  a  constitution 
and  State  Qovemment,  undertook,  on  the  11th 
May,  1885,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, andi^Ued  for  admission  into  the  Union 
atthelastsesrion.  OongrMspanedanaotonthe 
16th  June,  1888,  aooqiting:  ntS^fhig,  and  oon- 
flrming,  the  oonmtntion  ana  State  Government, 
but  pronded,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  ad* 
mis^on,  tihat  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, chosen  by  the  people,  should  be  given  to 
the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the  act.  I  say,  rir, 
the  people  of  a  part  of  Michigan  Territory  un- 
dertook to  do  this,  because,  at  that  time,  Mich- 
igan Territory  embraced  not  only  the  peninsula 
of  Michigan,  but  the  whole  of  the  present  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  and  contsined  within  its 
limits  177,000  square  miles,  or  nearly  three 
times  the  area  of  the  great  State  of  Virginia. 
The  peninsula  of  Michigan,  which  had  pre- 
viously formed  a  part  of  Indlaoa  Territory,  was 
separated  from  that  Twritory  and  est^uidied 
as  an  ind«>end«it  (me  by' the  act  of  Onupnss 
of  the  11th  January.  1806.  Snbsequentfy  to 
this  period,  Indiana  in  the  mean  time  having 
been  formed  into  a  State,  an  act  of  Oongren 
was  passed,  (on  the  18th  April,  1818,)  author- 
izing the  formation  of  a  constitution  and  State 
Govemmeut  for  Dlinois,  and  the  7th  section  of 
that  act  added  to  the  peoiinsnla  of  Michigan  the 
rest  of  the  Kortb-westem  Territory,  comprising 
the  present  Wisconsin  Territcoy,  which  it  de- 
clared  should  be  attached  to,  and  made  part  o^ 
Michigan  Territory,  snlgeot,  however,  to  be  dis- 
posed <tf  by  Oof^^esa  aooording  to  the  Ti|^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


86 


ABBIDGMENT  Off  THB 


[Javbaw.  1887. 


reserved  in  the  6th  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
July  18. 1787. 

'When  the  immense  territory  on  the  north  of 
ihe  Ohio  River,  formerly  oalled  the  North-west- 
em  Territory,  was  ceded  to  the  United  Btat« 
by  Vii^nia,  the  6th  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
the  18th  Jidy,  1787,  which  was  declared  to  be 
a  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the 
people  and  States  of  the  said  Territory,  provided 
that  it  shoold  be  divided  into  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  States,  and  proceeded  to 
parcel  it  ont  into  three  States,  whose  boonda- 
ries'  it  fixed,  with  the  express  provision,  how- 
ever, that  those  boundaries  might  be  altered, 
and  that  Oongreas  should  have  the  authority  to 
form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme 
of  Lake  Midiigan.  At  first,  this  whole  region 
of  country  passed  under  one  name,  thatof  "the 
Territory  north-west  of  tiie  river  Ohio,"  and 
was  subject  to  a  nn^e  Territ(nial  Government 
la  tiie  year  1800,  by  tiie  act  of  Congress  of  the 
7th  Hay,  it  was  divided  into  two  parts,  for  the 
purpose  of  temporary  government,  by  a  line 
Damning  at  the  Ohio,  and  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  Kentucky  River,  and  running  thence  to 
Fort  Recovery,  and  thence  north  imtil  it  inter- 
sected the  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada.   That  portion  of  it  which 
lay  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  division  line  re- 
taiaed  the  name  of  the  Territory  north-west  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  that  on  the  western  side  of 
the  line  was  called  Indiana  Territo^.  The  pen- 
insula of  Michigan  was  thus  divided  between 
these  two  Territorial  Govemments.  When,  sub- 
sequently, in  the  year  1803,  the  State  of  Ohio 
was.  by  the  act  of  Ocmsress  of  the  80th  April, 
in  that  year,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
and  St^  Gtovemment,  and  the  boundaries  of 
that  State  were  established,  the  babuce  of  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  that  is 
to  say,  the  oUier  portion  of  tJie  peninsula  c£ 
Hichigan,  was  attached  to  Indiana  Territory. 
By  act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  January,  1806, 
this  Territory  of  Indiana  was  ag^  divided,  and 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan  est^lished  as  a  sep- 
arate Territory.    From  the  year  1806,  then, 
until  the  year  1818,  t2ie  Territtnial  Government 
ot  Michigan  extended  only  over  the  peninsula 
of  that  name.  When,  however,  in  the  latter 
year,  by  act  of  OcHigress  <^the  18th  April,  Illi- 
nois was  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  Government,  and  the  boundaries  of  that 
State  were  established  as  they  had  been  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  by  the  act  of  April  10, 1816, 
the  reraiuning  portion  of  the  old  North-western 
TerritoiT  was  added  to  the  peninsula  of  Midi- 
igau,  and  the  whole  snbjeotea  to  one  Territorial 
Govomment.  This  immeose  r^on  of  country, 
covering  an  area  of  177,000  square  miles,  was 
subject,  however,  by  the  express  provision  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  18th  July,  1787,  to  be 
Ibmied  by  the  authori^  of  Congress  into  one 
or  two  States.  Such,  sir,  was  Qie  state  of  things 
when  thft  iii>ifl^?itiinta  of  tho  pwiinTOla  irf  Michi- 


gan,  disregarding  this  authority  of  Congress, 
undertook  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
emment  for  themselves.  The  preamble  to  tl^ 
oonstitalion  is  in  these  words :  "  We,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  eetabUuiad 
by  the  act  of  Oongresa  of  the  11th  of  January, 
1806,  do  agree,"  Ac ;  which  description  em- 
braced only  the  inhabitaots  of  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  which  had,  as  has  been  stated,  in  the 
first  instance,  been  made  a  separate  Territory 
by  that  act  of  Congress.   In  doing  so,  these 
people  professed  to  act  in  conformity  with  the 
ordinance  of  July,  1787,  and  to  derive  their 
authority  from  that  ordinance ;  which,  as  has 
been  seen,  expressly  reserves  to  Congress  the 
right  to  form  one  or  two  States  iii  the  Territory 
as  it  then  existed.   As  both  Congress  and  the 
inhabitants  d  that  peninsula  oonld  not  have  the 
same  rig^t  it  is  pmbclly  dear  that  the  act  cf 
those  pm^e  was  unwarranted  by  anj  proviraoo 
of  law,  and  a  mere  nullity.  This  was  the  view 
taken  of  the  subject  at  the  time  <tf  their  ai^U- 
cation  to  Congress  at  the  last  sessicm,  and  hence, 
sir,  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  Jsnnary,  1886, 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BnoH^AN,)  "  that  the  Senate  regard  the 
memorial  purporting  to  be  from  the  State  of 
Michigan  m  no  other  light  than  as  a  voluntary 
act  of  private  indlvidoala."  But,  sir,  consent 
takes  awjiy  error,  and  Congress  thought  proper, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  by  the  act  of  tiie  16th 
June,  1886,  to  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the 
constitution  and  State  Government  which  had 
•been  formed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  penin- 
sula, witii  this  provisck  however,  that  the  ihnita 
of  the  State  shoold  embraoe  not  merely  the  pen- 
insula, but  likewise  a  rcirion  of  country  lying 
on  the  north-west  of  LakelKblugan ;  thus  admng 
to  the  proposed  new  State  botii  territory  ana 
population,  and  requiring,  as  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  her  admission  into  the  Union,  that  the 
assent  of  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  by 
the  people  shonld  be  given  to  the  boundaries 
prescribed  in  the  act.   Tlie  dmple  question, 
then,  woiUd  seem  to  be  whether  uiia  condition 
has  been  complied  with.   Ccmgress,  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  such  assent  would  bie  cheerfully 
and  promptiy  given,  further  provided  that,  as 
soon  as  snch  assent  should  be  given,  the  Fre^- 
dent  should  announce  the  &ct  by  proclamation, 
and  "  that,  thereupon,  and  without  any  further 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  Oonin*ess,  the  adnds- 
sion  of  the  said  State  into  the  Unico,  as  one  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States  in  all  respects 
whatever,  shall  be  considered  complete,  ahd 
the  Senators  and  Representative  who  have 
been  elected  by  the  said  State,  as  its  represent- 
atives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  entitied  to  take  their  seats  in  ttie  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  without 
further  delay." 

It  is  thus  seen,  sir,  that  not  only  the  fact  of  assent 
is  provided  for,  bat  also  the  evidence  by  wldoh 
that  is  to  1)6  estaUidied.  It  is  dear  that 
the  Fi^^dent  la  made  the  judge  of  Utat  flM)^  and 
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that  he  might  have  bound  the  tfnited  States  at 
iMwt  by  bis  proclamation.  We  conld  not  have 
oontroTerUd  ^  fiut,  and  the  Senators  from 
Kicbigu  n^bt  have  taken  their  seats  on  this 
floor.  Bat,  sir,  aHhoogh  the  President  might 
bavQ  assomed  this  responsibility,  he  has,  at 
least,  in  this  instance,  wisely  abstained  from 
trampling  on  the  lair  and  constitntion.  I  can- 
not see  how  it  was  possible  for  him,  nnder  the 
circamstancea  of  this  case,  to  have  declared  that 
a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  [teople 
of  Michigan,  had  ^ven  its  assent  to  the  boun- 
daries prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress.  What^ 
ever  may  have  been  his  motive  for  this  course, 
no  proclamation  has  been  issned.  bnt  the  whole 
matter  is  referred  to  CtmgnsB  by  his  UesBage 
of  the  27th  ffif  December,  1836.  By  that  Mes- 
sage and  the  acoompaoying  documents  it  ap- 
pears that  a  convention  of  delegates  assembled 
on  the  26th  of  September,  1836,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
in  conformity  with  an  act  of  the  Lenslatare  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  passed  ou  the  2£ith  of 
July,  1886,  and  resolved  "  that  this  convention 
cannot  ^ve  their  assent  to  the  proposition  con- 
tuned  in  sud  proviso ;  bnt  the  same  is  hereby' 
rejected."  By  the  same  Message  and  docu- 
ments, it  fiirtber  appears  that  another  conven- 
tion ox  delegates  assembled  on  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1886,  at  Ana  Arbor,  without  any  pre- 
TkniB  law  of  the  Lef^datore  of  the  State  oi 
Michigan,  bnt  which  originated  from  tbe  reso- 
lutions and  proceedings  of  primary  meetings  of 
the  citizens  in  the  several  connties,  which  as- 
aomed  to  be  a  c<HiTeotion  of  delates  chosen 
by  the  people  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
Congress,  and  this  convention  gave  its  assent  to 
Uie  condition.  -  As  the  case  stands,  the  simple 
question  is,  whether  the  condition  has  been 
complied  with ;  or,  in  other  words,  has  a  con- 
vention of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people,  given 
its  assent !  The  act  which  we  have  now  under 
oondderatifHi,  in  ita  preainble,  declares  that  snch 
assent  has  been  g^Ten  in  comidiance  with  the 
lav. 

It  most  be  reoolleoted  that,  at  time  of 
Ibrnung  tMa  constitntion,  the  Territoiy  of  Kioh- 
igan  was  composed,  as  I  have  stated,  <tf  the 
whole  of  the  remuning  p<Ktion  the  ITorth- 
westem  Twritoty,  embracing  the  present  state 
cS  Michigan  and  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  and 
eoTorin^  an  area  of  177,000  square  miles ;  that 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan  had  been  subieoted 
to  a  separate  Territoriu  Qovemment  by  tJae  act 
of  the  11th  January,  1605,  and  had  so  continued 
up  to  the  year  1618,  when,  on  the  creation  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  the  balance  of  the  North- 
western Territory  had  been  incorporated  witb 
it.  The  people  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan 
wishii^  to.  form  themselves  into  a  State,  instead 
of  descrilinQg  themselves  as  inhaUtanla  of  the 
peninsula,  in  terms  adopted  an  equivalent  form 
of  expression,  namely :  "  We,  the  peoi^e  of  tiie 
TttritOTy  of  Michigan,  as  established  by  the  aot 
of  the  1  Ith  JannaiT,  1806,"  w  hich  was  precisely 
thepeninsnla  of  luchigao. 

This  is  notiiing  more  than,  a  deacripticHX  of  the 


[SMXAim. 

people  who  proposed  to  form  tbenudves  into  a 
free  and  independent  State,  as  contradistin- 
gnished  from  Uie  other  inhabitants  of  the  then 
existing  Territory  of  Michigan.  It  is  the  nat- 
ural and  proper  mode  of  describing  a  people  or 
nation,  namely,  by  the  place  or  country  of  their 
residence ;  but  it  does  not  import  any  limitation 
of  boundaries,  any  more  tiian  the  phrase  "  We, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,"  in  the  pream- 
ble to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Ihnits  the  boandaries  of  the  United  States  to 
those  which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  how  came  we  at  this  mo- 
ment to  possess  the  immense  re^on  on  the 
western  ude  of  the  Misdsnppi,  or  how  came 
we  to  possess  Florida!  It  is  very  Tinusual  and 
unnecessary  to  settie  boundaries  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  I  question  whether  there  are  more 
than  half  a  dozen  cases  to  be  found  among  the 
different  States  of  this  Union.  In  the  cases  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  it  became  necessanr 
to  do  so,  because  the  act  of  Congress  whidi 
authorized  the. formation  of  their  respective 
constitutions,  required  that  it  should  be  done. 

The  word  StaU  has  a  double  meaning :  in  the 
one,  it  indicates  the  people  who  compose  the 
community,  in  the  other  the  territory  inhibited 
by  them.  In  forming  a  constitution  it  is  the 
people  who  form  themselves  into  a  sovereign 
State,  and  their  identify  woold  be  the  same^ 
whether  tbey  oontinuea  to  occupy  the  same 
territory  or  not.  The  refSerenoe,  by  way  of  de- 
scription, to  the  region  of  country  tiiey  inhabit, 
is  no  more  of  the  ^sence  of  the  compact  than 
a  description  of  an  individual  in  a  deed,  as  A  B, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be  of  the 
essence  of  his  contract,  requiring  that  he  should, 
in  all  time  to  come,  reside  in  the  District  of 
Oolnmbia,  in  order  to  avail  himself  of  its  pro- 
visions. But,  sir,  there  is  another  and  a  con- 
cluuve  answer  to  this  objection ;  which  is,  that 
the  inhabitants  not  having  possessed  the  right 
at  all,  in  the  first  instance,  to  form  a  constitn- 
tion and  State  Qovernment,  the  same  is  binding 
and  valid  only  so  &r  as  it  was  ratified  by  tlie 
aot  of  Congress  of  Jnne  15,  1886 ;  and  that  act 
having  refosed  to  confine  uie  new  ^te  to  the 
peninsula  of  Michigan,  bnt  having  required  t^at 
it  should  embrace  a  re^on  of  country  on  the 
north-western  side  of  the  lake,  it  follows  that  if 
it  were  true  that  the  pre»nble  established  tlie 
boundaries  of  the  State,  it  was  in  that  particu- 
lar vacated  by  the  act  of  Congress.  For  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  ordinance  of  17S7  gave 
to  Congress  the  right  to  erect  one  or  two  States 
in  the  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan, 
which  was  the  rem(uning  portion  of  the  old 
North-western  Territory.  The  resnlt,  then, 
is  ebis :  that  to  call  a  convention  to  express  its 
assent  to  the  boundaries  establidied  by  Con- 
gress, is  not  to  call  a  conventi(m  to  amend  or 
alter  the  constitntion,  since  the  constitution, 
neither  in  point  of  fkct,  nor  in  point  of  law,  estab- 
lished any  boundaries ;  and,  conseqnontiy,  that 
the  enlaigement  or  diminntion  of  its  territory 
became  a  matter  of  ordinary  I^ialation,  a  power 
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which  is  exendsed  ererj  day  by  tho  Legida- 
tnres  of  the  respeetire  States,  ia  cessions  made 
by  them  to  the  United  States. 

But  if  it  be  trne  that  the  enlai^emeut  or 
diminatton  of  the  territory  is  a  matter  of  ordi- 
nary legislation  where  the  boundaries  are  not 
fixed  by  the  constitnUon,  a  fortiori,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of'ordinary  legislation  to  call  a  conTention 
to  ecluge  or  Qiminish  the  territory,  where  the 
duty  to  do  so  is  imposed  by  competent  author- 
ity. The  right  of  a  Legislature  to  call  a  con- 
Tdatioa  at  any  time  must  depend  on  the  oonsti- 
tntion  of  the  State ;  and  the  powers  of  the  con- 
vention, when  oalled,  will  depend  on  the  pro- 
Tidons  of  the  law  under  which  it  is  assemued ; 
becaose  the  pec^le,  in  voting  for  such  a  conven- 
tion, cannot  be  understood  to  Invest  it  with  any 
other  power  than  that  which  they  have  pre- 
viously agreed  it  should  have  in  the  passage  of 
tlie  law  to  which  they  have,  through  their  Leg- 
islature, given  either  their  express  or  implied 
oonsent.  The'  people  are  the  source  of  all 
power.  When  assembled  in  a  state  of  natnre, 
Xeg«  mlutuA,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  their 

rwer  is  without  any  practical  limitation.  It 
tlie  whole  will  of  the  community,  sustiuned 
by  its  whole  force.  But,  as  they  cannot  meet 
m  ffUMM  when  spread  over  a  lai^  country,  re- 
course is  had  to  tiie  principle  of  representation ; 
and,  when  the  sovereign  power  is  del^;ated,  a 
ocHistitntion  becomes  necenary  in  order  to  limit 
the  powers  granted.  If  the  whole  legislative 
power  were  delegated,  without  restriction,  then 
the  Legislature,  who  are  the  depo^taries  of 
that  power,  would  possess  it  in  as  absolute  a 
degree  as  that  in  which  it  belonged  to  the 
whole  community,  assembled  in  its  sovereign 
capacity^;  that  is,  without  any  practical  limita- 
ti:on.  The  constitution  of  a  State  is  not,  there- 
fore, generally  a  mere  grant  of  power  to  a  par- 
ticular body ;  it  does  not  consist  in  an  enumer- 
ation of  cert^  powers  which  are  granted,  but 
vesting  at  once  the  whole  le^slative  power  in 
a  partiealar  body,  it  provides  for  limitations  on 
Its  exercise.  Hence  the  necessity  for  bills  of 
rights  and  reservations  in  jfovor  of  in^vidoal 
liberty  and  security;  hence  the  provisions  in 
relation  to  trial  by  jmy,  to  the  power  of  arrest, 
to  the  habeas  corpus,  to  freedom  of  consdenoe 
in  religions  matters,  and  freedom  from  nnrea- 
aon^le  seizures  and  searches ;  hence  the  neces- 
rity  of  ffuarding  the  existence  of  the  executive 
and  judicial  powers  by  constitutional  provision, 
whidi  might  otherwise  be  absorbed  by  the  leg- 
islative power.  All  this  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  legislative  power,  which,  whether  it 
resides  in  the  whole  community  or  is  delegated 
that  oommtiDity  to  a  particular  bo^,  is 
without  practical  limitation  other  than  uiat 
provided  for  in  the  constitution  of  the  society. 
And  herein,  sir,  consists  the  great  and  essential 
diff'erenoe  between  the  constitution  of  a  State 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment The  first  has  all  the  powers  that  are 
not  prohibited,  the  latter  has  no  powers  hot 
tiioee  which  are  granted.  The  printdple  is  all- 


important  in  the  oonstmotion  of  the  two  imtni- 

ments.  The  Federal  Government  is  one  of 
ennmerated  powers.  There  is  no  general  dele- 
gation of  the  whole  le^slative  j>ower  of  the 
communis,  restruned  merely  by  exceptions 
and  limitations ;  but  the  delegation  is  of  "all 
l^islative  powers  th^in  granted."  It  is  tme 
ttiat  the  same  language  might  be  used  in  a  State 
constitution,  and,  in  sooh  case,  would  require 
the  same  oonstmction.  But  when,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  it  is  de- 
clared  that  "the  l^islatiTe  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Seaiate  and  Eooae  (tf  Benreaeatar 
tives,"  it  is  the  l^iiislative  power  ttf  the  whole 
oonimnnity,  and  lus  no  praotioal  limitation  but 
what  is  to  be  fonnd  in  other  parts  of  the  oon- 
stitution.  I  mean,  of  course,  as  a  mle  of  con- 
struction growing  out  of  its  own  provisions. 
There  is,  also,  as  respects  the  States  of  this 
Union,  another  limitation,  namdy,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  But  the  principle 
is  the  same,  for  the  Ccmstitntion  of  the  United 
States,  having  received  the  assent  of  the  same 
people,  may  conudered  as  incorporated  with, 
and  forming,  for  the  purpose  of  oonstmction,  a 
put  of  the  State  oonstitntion,  in  the  hrailaticms 
it  imposes  on  the  exenuse  <^  State  soverei^ty. 
As  it  anwars,  then,  that  the  olijeat  of  caUing  a 
convention  in  Michigan  was  not  to  amend  or 
altw  the  ocnutitotion,  bnt  to  give  its  assent  to 
what  the  le^slative  power  mi^t  itself  have 
assented  to,  namely,  the  eolargement  of  its  ter- 
ritory, it  follows  that  the  power  to  call  such 
a  convwtion  is  a  mere  act  ot  ordinary  lemsla- 
tion,  and  the  duty  having  been  imposed  by 
Congress  to  do  so^  it  was  the  bosineaa  and  ris^t 
of  the  Legislstore  of  that  State  to  perform  that 
duty.  It  was  the  dnty  and  right  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Michigan  to  call  the  oonvention,  be- 
cause the  people  of  Michigan,  when  they  fonned 
their  constitution,  declared  that  the  Legidature 
alone  ahonld  possess  the  right  of  expressng  and 
binding  the  pnblio  will  in  matters  (rf  ordhiavy 
legislatirai.  Upon  the  qnestiuL  whether  a  con- 
vention shonld  be  oalled,  the  time  and  place  of 
its  assembling,  'the  mode  dt  its  eleotloii,  the 
qualification  of  its  electors,  no  portion  of  the 
community  had  the  right  to  dictate  to  any  other 
portion ;  nor  could  the  will  of  the  oommuuity 
be  ascertained  on  those  points  in  any  other 
mode  than  that  agreed  upon  in  the  constitution. 
And  why,  sir?  Because  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan had  previoo^  agreed,  each  man  with  each 
and  every  other,  when  they  adopted  tiieir  con- 
stitution, that  the  L^islatnre  should  be  the 
exponents  of  the  public  will  in  snch  a  case. 
That  any  portion  of  the  oommnnity,  he  it  great 
or  small,  Bboald  call  itself  the  people^  and  affect 
to  express  and  bind  the  pnUio  will,  undM*  anoh 
otrcumstanoes,  Is  a  fr»ud  npm  the  ri^ts  of 
every  man  in  it,  and  a  gross  and  manifest  infrac- 
tion of  the  social  compact  into  which  he  entered 
when  he  agreed,  witn  others,  to  form  a  sover- 
eign State,  and  delegate  the  I^dative  power  to 
a  particular  body.  I  say,  then,  sir,  wiwont  tiie 
fear  of  cfmtradidion,  that  when  the  people 
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thentBolTM,  irho  cannot  act  in  mass,  delegate  to 
ttkeir  repreamtativoB,  hj  their  conBtitation^  the 
kgiaUtiTe  power  of  the  conmitiQitj,  each  and 
every  man  <tf  them  parts  with  the  right  to  ex- 
press ai^  bind  the  «tUio  will  in  aov  other 
mode  tlutt  tfaronidi  tbdr  Le^datnre,  m  relir 
tton  toinattenliuiing  wtthinthoBcoMof  that 
power.  Such  ia  the  eosnpao^  and  it  Is  fhey 
tiwDuelTet  who  estabnih  it. 

Mr.  Bbowv  said :  The  admission  of  Michigan 
as  a  member  of  the  Union  had  been  rensted 
mainly  Iqr  those  who  oppose  it  on  the  ground 
that  fdie  iB,  at  ttus  tim^  «  sovereign  State,  and 
tlut  the  convention  which  assembled  io.  Decem- 
ber last,  and  gave  ita  assent  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  tbe  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
was  not  called  into  being  by  a  law  of  the  Leg- 
ialatore  of  Midugan,  and  is  Uierefore  to  be  con- 
sidered as  irr^^dar  and  revolutionary  in  its 
nature,  by  assuming  to  act  without  eaah  an- 
thori^.  He  thoognt  it  required  but  a  very 
■liriit  eTamingtion  oi  t^e  snl^Jeot  for  them  to 
arrive  at  the  oondnsiOTi  that,  on  all  qoestioiia 
of  legidation  by  Oongreaa  tonohing  her  condi- 
tion, she  is  to  be  contemplated  and  r^arded  as 
a  Territory  and  not  as  a  State.  Not  having 
complied  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Oongr^ 
passed  at  the  last  searaon  for  her  admittsion  into 
the  Union,  liie  is  not  a  confederate  State.  If 
she  exists,  then,  as  a  State  at  all,  it  must  be  in 
the  character  of  a  foreign  and  independent  sov- 
ereignty. To  maintain  a  doctrine  so  absurd  as 
this  was,  and  so  utterly  subversive  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  General  GoTemment  over  its  ter- 
ritoiT,  ita  advoostes  tmut,  of  neoesei^f  be  driveea 
to  a&nit  the  right  of  the  people  of  a  Twritory 
to  throw  off  the  power  of  the  Chmenl  Oorera- 
meat  without  ita  consent,  and  to  estabUdi  an 
Ind^endemt  Qorerament  at  th^  own  will  and 
-  pkasnre.  Whethw  a  State  may  rightfully  s&- 
ced«  from  the  Uidon  or  not,  ia  a  question  about 
whidi  the  aUeet  stateemen  have  differed ;  but 
that  a  Territory,  having  in  itsdf  no  aovereignty, 
may  righlf nUy  withdraw  from  the  aathority  of 
the  F^eral  Govanmieat,  {unless  by  that  right 
acquired  by  sucoessful  revolution,)  is  a  proposi- 
Qnn  BO  disorganizing  in  its  tendency  as  to  find 
smrcely  a  single  advocate.  It  is  true  that  Mich- 
igan has,  for  some  time  past,  exercised  the  pow- 
ers of  a  State,  preparatory  to  her  admisnon  into 
the  Union,  wmoh  were  simply  peniiiari.T&  and 
not  liy  virtue  of  any  rights  she  had  as  a  State, 
independait  of  tbe  aadiori^  of  the  General 
GovemmeDt.  She  la,  then,  for  all  praetio^ 
purposes,  to  he  regarded  in  our  legialadon  as 
still  remaining  in  her  territorial  condition.  H 
this  o]^on  be  correct,  then  tiie  sanctuary  of 
State  ri^ta,  for  which  so  many  qmrehenslons 
have  been  expressed,  will  not  be  invaded  by 
our  recognizing  the  acts  of  th&  late  convention, 
giving  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Oongress. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  had 
argued  to  show  that  the  l^islative  branch  of  a 
Government  was  to  be  r^fded  as  Qie  depom- 
toty  of  tito  pnblio  irVO,  and  that  in  the  States 


all  newer  not  prohibited  by  their  constitutions 
mignt  be  exercised  by  their  Legislatures ;  and 
deduces,  as  a  consequence  from  the  principles 
which  he  contended  for,  that  the  assembling  of 
a  convention  in  Miclugan,  without  autiiority 
ftom  her  Legislature,  was  irregular  and  of  rev- 
olnt!<xuiry  tendeuOT.  This  dootrine,  uii  Mr. 
B.,  was,  in  hla  q[)Uiion,  racUcally  wroiw,  and 
hM  led  to  many  of  the  erroneous  oonduritHU 
which  had  i^aracterized  the  present  discusGiaL 
The  le^alative  branch  of  a  State  Government 
was  to  be  considered  the  depository  of  the  pub- 
Uo  will  of  the  people,  represented  by  it  only  for 
certun  purposes,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
conferred  on  it  by  the  constitution  under 
which  it  acted.  All  other  powers  resided  in 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  in  which  exists 
the  ultimate  authority  and  sover^gnty  of  a 
State.  The  constitnted  anthorities  of  a  State, 
no,  not  even  a  convention  itself,  possess  no  in- 
herent power  of  sovereignty,  and  each  are  but 
the  mere  agents  of  the  people,  who  constitute 
the  sovere^lT.  It  ia  ^leredKHie  derogating 
r^iher  too  mudi  from  this  power  of  the  people 
of  a  State  to  claim  for  tfaelr  L^j^datnre  the 
right  to  direct  them  when  and  how  they  studl 
proceed  to  assemble  in  convention.  It  strips 
the  soverdgn  power  of  one  of  its  highest  and 
most  powerful  attzibutes,  and  leaves  it  at  the 
will  oi  the  agent  created  by  it  to  decide  when 
it  may  right^lly  exercise  that  power.  In  some 
of  the  States  the  power  is  expre^y  given  to 
thdr  Le^pslatures  to  decide  when  a  convention 
shall  be  called,  and  to  provide  for  the  manner 
of  calling  the  same.  This,  of  coarse,  is  a  restric- 
tum  by  uie  people  of  those  St^es,  impoaad  by 
themselves,  on  tbeir  orlelnal  ri^t  to  aasonbu 
in  convoition  through  uie  ins^nmratalify  of 
primary  assemblies,  and  which  they  are  oonsti- 
tationally  boxmd  to  observe.  But  no  such  re- 
striction can  be  alleged  as  existing  in  the  con- 
stitutiffli  of  Michigan  to  prevent  her  people  from 
assemUing  in  convention  spontaneously,  for  the 
purpose  <a  expressing  her  willingness  to  come 
into  the  Union  on  the  terms  proposed  by  Oon- 
l^ress,  Ber  constitution  points  out  the  manner 
m  which  future  amendments  to  that  instrument 
are  to  be  made ;  but  no  mode  is  prescribed  by 
it  as  to  the  manner  in  which  her  people  are  to 
assemble  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  being 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  As  her 
people  never  have  conferred  on  any  of  her  pub- 
lic !ranctionaries  this  power,  it,  of  course,  re- 
muns  among  them,  as  belonging  to  that  class 
of  remduary  powers  with  which  Bhe  has  never 
parted.  I^  ^r,  said  Mr,  B.,  this  reasoning  be 
correct,  the  people  of  Midiiffan  have  rightfolly 
exercised  tiie  power  of  Ofuling  a  convention 
through  their  primary  assemblies — a  right  con- 
secrated by  the  principles  of  the  Bevolntion, 
and  from  the  exercise  of  which  some  of  the  old- 
est, if  not  the  wisest.  State  constitntions  had 
sprung  into  exbtence.  In  detennining  this 
question,  he  thought  it  their  duty,  as  statesmen, 
to  disencumber  it  of  mere  quwtions  of  form* 
■ndto  asoertain  substantially  what  was  the  will 
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of  the  people  of  Michigan  in  reference  to  their 
admiBsion  mto  the  Union.   AU  the  fjacts  b^ore 
them  went  to  prove,  most  conclnsively,  that  it 
was  not  only  the  will  of  a  nu^oritj  of  them  to 
obtain  Admission  into  the  Union,  bnt  tiiat  there 
was  almost  entire  unanimity  (tf  aenlimait  among 
her  citizens  in  favor  of  it  Had  a  edngle  remon- 
strance been  presented  ftom  ai^  piurt  of  that 
Territory  afainst  the  [vooeedings  of  her  con- 
vention!   Ko,  not  a  rin^e  voice  had  been 
beard  from  that  quarter  opposed  to  it.  Her 
citizens,  therefore,  could  not  feel  otherwise 
than  greatly  indebted  to  those  who  had  come 
forward  as  her  guardians  here  to  protect  her 
from  the  dire  calamities  of  being  admitted  to  a 
participation  of  the  benefits  of  om-  happj  Union  1 
For  hinisel^  he  had  always  been  taught  to  con- 
nder  it  as  a  measure  of  no  ordinary  advantage 
to  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  be  rused  from  a 
state  m  territorial  dependenee  to  the  derated 
oondition  of  a  sover^u  State  of  our  oonfeder- 
BOT.  If  we  were  about  to  do  an  act  which 
m^ht  operate  to  restrain  the  privil^es  of  her 
people,  then  it  would  behoove  us  to  constme 
BtricUy  the  powers  under  which  we  act.  While 
the  rule  of  construction  which  he  had  just  lud 
down  was  applicable  to  such  a  case  as  the  one 
adverted  to,  the  opposite  rule  of  giving  a  liberal 
interpretation  to  our  powers  was  equally  obti- 
gatory  where  the  object  was  to  enlarge  the 
privileges  of  the  ciUzen.   In  other  woras,  he 
considered  it  to  be  not  only  a  safe  rule  in  prac- 
tice, but  one  demanded  by  our  free  institutions, 
in  deciding  on  questions  in  which  the  rights  of 
the  <dtiza:i  are  involved,  whether  in  courts  ef 
justice  or  l^ialstive  bodies,  to  sive  a  constmo- 
tion  to  the  power  under  which  ibey  act  that 
will  rather  &vor  than  abrld^  the  li^ta. 

Mr.  Nius  sfud  he  had  witnessed  the  course 
this  debate  had  token  with  some  surorise; 
great  principles  bad  been  drawn  into  W8cn»- 
Mon,  not  necessarily  belongiiu;  to  the  subject, 
and  sentiments  expressed,  and  doctrines  main- 
tained, which  he  had  hetad  with  no  small  de- 
gree of  astonishment  and  r^;ret;  he  could 
bardly  resize  that  he  was  in  the  American 
Senate,  and  at  this  enlightened  -period  when 
the  principles  of  free  Governments  were  sup- 
posed to  be  well  understood  and  well  settled. 
In  view  of  what  he  had  witnessed  in  this  de- 
bate, he  folt  it  his  duty  to  allude  to  a  &ct  which, 
whether  agreeable  to  hear  or  not,  he  believed 
on^t  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked.  Sir,  s^d 
Kr.  N.,  tm  scnne  years  past  the  American  Sen- 
ate the  most  important  branch  of  this  G^ovem- 
ment,  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  possessing  a  portion  of  the  executive  and 
Judicial  authority,  has  not  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  the  Umted  States ;  and 
he  feared,  greatly  feared,  that  what  bad  taken 
place  ou  the  biU  before  us  waa>not  calculated  to 
increase  or  strengthen  the  public  confidence. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  people  have  decided 
inconsiderately,  rashly,  and  unjustly!  This 
will  not  do.  Unless  he  was  entirely  mistaken, 
the  principles  which  bad  been  asserted,  and  the 


doctrines  that  had  been  so  strenuously  maia- 
tiuned,  would  be  received  with  some  astonish- 
ment by  the  people  of  this  country. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  he  regarded  a 
very  dmple  one ;  it  was  really  a  question  of  ftots ; 
meray,  whetiw  the  conditioii  of  the  aot  of 
Oongress  of  last  aearion,  ^oviding  far  tiie  ad- 
misnoil  of  UichiMo  into  the  Union,  had  been 
cranplied  witii.  In  conmdering  this  question, 
genuemen  had  gone  into  the  first  prindples  of 
government,  and  made  what  he  regarded  a  bold 
attack  on  popular  power,  on  the  fundamental 
principle  of  popular  sovereignty,  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  institutions.  These 
doctrines  were  rather  antiquated ;  they  belong- 
ed to  the  school  of  the  restoration  in  England, 
and  the  political  writings  of  Sir  Bobert  Fil- 
more ;  they  were  the  present  doctrines  of  the 
conservatives  in  all  the  Governments  in  Europe, 
of  the  advocates  of  arbitrary  power,  and  of 
existing  abuses,  however  fiagiaut.  But  In  this 
country  it  was  not  necessary  to  trace  them  so 
far ;  It  was  not  necessary  to  go  back  beyond 
the  memorable  period  of  '98 ;  they  were  the 
doctrines  of  that  day,  of  the  period  In  our  po- 
litical history  which  has  been  appropriately 
called  the  "  reign  of  terror."  Is  it  supposed 
t^t  the  prindples  and  spirit  of  '98  and  *dt)  can  be 
revived !  Is  it  euppos^  that,  instead  of  having 
advanced,  we  have  retrograded  in  political  in- 
telligence, and  in  a  just  understanding  d  the 
principles  of  free  government ! 

What  were  the  doctrines  of  thfit  day — ^the 
doctrines  to  which  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
and  other  kindred  measures,  owed  their  origin  } 
He  would  refer  KentlenKn  to  them,  and  the 
speeches  bv  wMc£  tliey  were  attempted  to  bo 
mointainea.  The  speeches  we  have  heard  are 
of  the  same  character,  mainttdning  the  samis 
principles  and  breathing  the  same  spirit ;  but . 
It  will  be  no  dispar^;ement  to  any  one  who  has 
'  taken  part  in  this  debate  to  sqr,  that  the  here- 
sies of  that  day  have  not  been  defended  with 
more  spirit  or  ability  now  than  they  were  then. 
Then  their  advocates  were  able,  experienced, 
talented,  distinguished,  and  illustrious  men; 
one  of  them  bearing  an  intimate  relation  to  the 
Senator  from  Delaware.  They  put  forth  their 
whole  strength,  and  staked  their  all,  politically 
— ^the  ascendency  of  their  party  and  their  indi- 
vidual prospects — on  the  support  of  the  same 
dootrines  we  have  heard  mentioned  on  these 
oooadons.  But  they  failed,  and  the  cause  of 
democracy  triumphed. 

And  what  were  those  doctrines !  They  wore^ 
that  the  people  could  not  be  trusted ;  that  they 
were  their  own  worst  enemies ;  that  all  the 
disorders,  real  or  Iraafpnary^  that  prevailed, 
were  attributable  to  a  wild  spirit  of  democracy 
— to  popular  fren^.  An  honest  but  fearless 
expression  of  opinion,  concerning  men  and 
measures,  was  denounced  as  a  spirit  of  insub- 
ordination, disorganization,  and  rank  jacobio- 
ism.  A  distinguished  leader  of  that  party,  now 
no  more,  belonring  to  a  neighboring  State  to 
lus  own,  a  gifted  son  of  genius,  a  brflliaat  star 
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in  the  congteHation  of  that  da^,  Those  impas- 
rioned,  fervid,  aod  Rowing  doqnenoe  has  never 
been  Barpawed  in  tite  balls  of  Congreaa,  dedared 
what  were  the  evils  and  the  remeav,  I  allade, 
add  Mr.  K,  to  ^sher  Ames.  He  declared  that 
the  disease  which  threateoed  general  and  nni- 
veraal  rain  to  oar  inatltations  and  onr  fature 
prospects  was  rooted  deep ;  that  it  had  found 
Its  waj  into  the  very  hearts  of  the  people. 
This  disease  was  democracy;  it  was  the  will 
and  sovereignty  of  the  people.  "  It  was  not 
that  the  skin  was  blistered,  hnt  their  very  bones 
were  carions."  Yes,  the  people  were  cormpt 
even  to  their  bones.  In  his  fertile  and  vim 
fmaginatimi,  he  coi^nred  vp  and  predicted 
greyer  evils  tar  hk  countiT,  which  were  to 
flow  from  this  wild  spiiit  of  demoeraoy,  than 
have  beeit  portrayed  on  the  present  oooa^on. 
Bis  country  was  to  be  visited  with  all  the  hor- 
rors of  the  fVench  revolntion;  anarchy,  con- 
foMon,  and  bloodshed,  were  to  desolate  the  land ; 
andf  in  the  federal  visions  of  that  day,  the 
ghosts  of  Bobespierre,  Banton,  and  Marat,  wa« 
seen  flitting  throngh  our  atmosphere.  The  dis- 
ease of  that  period  was  democracy ;  the  people 
were  said  to  be  rising  np  to  overthrow  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  destroy  those  noble  institntions 
which  they  themselves  had  established.  And 
it  was  the  aim  of  those  in  authority  to  pnt 
down  that  wild  spirit  of  demoeraoy  by  the 
strong  arm  of  power,  and  to  wiy^iti^^ri^  &eir  au- 
thority, not  tluoagb  the  pnbllo  will,  and  as  an 
emanwUon  from  it,  but  in  oppodtion  to  tt — in 
defiance  of  it.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  were  passed.  And  why 
is  it,  said  Mr.  2f„  that  these  laws,  and  particu- 
larly the  latter,  have  become  a  stench  in  Uie 
nostrils  of  the  people ;  and  that  fur  nearly  forty 
years  they  have  borne  the  stamp  of  universal 
reprobation  upon  their  face — ^the  deep  and  in- 
delible stamp  of  infamy,  which  will  go  down 
to  Ihe  latest  posterity,  or  as  long  as  were  is  a 
single  spark  of  liberty  in  the  hearts  of  the 
American  people?  Is  the  oxeoration  in  which 
those  laws  are  held  to  be  charged  to  thdr  being 
nnoonaCitniaonal?  far  fhnnn.  A  lai^  por- 
tion of  the  legisUtim  CiHtgress  has  beoi 
diaq^  with  being  in  violation  of  the  oonstitn- 
tioQ ;  and  the  alien  and  sedition  acta  were  de- 
clared t;o  be  constitutional,  not  only  by  Congress, 
but  by  the  Executive  and  Judiciary.  No ;  the 
infamy  which  has  attached  to  those  obiu>zioiiB 
acts  did  not  proceed  from  their  being  unconsti- 
tutional, whether  they  are  so  or  not.  The  peo- 
ple do  not  form  opinions  so  unreasonably  or 
nqjustiy.  Wo  must  look  for  the  cause  of  op- 
probrium to  a  difi'erent  source — the  true  char- 
acter and  design  of  those  laws.  They  were 
regarded  as  a  premeditated  and  high-handed 
attack  upon  popular  power ;  a  deader  blow  at 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  a  bold  and  dar- 
ing attempt  to  overtiirow  tiie  pnblio  will,  to 
put  down  thepopolor  opinion,  and  to  rule  the 
country  regardieas  of  it.  Th^  were  consider- 
ed as  an  attempt  to  change  tiie  very  element 
of  the  Government,  which  u  founded  on  pubUc 


opinion,  and  convert  it  into  a  Government  of 
force. 

But  that  great  scheme  failed ;  and  arc  its  ex- 
ploded, reprobated  doctrines  now  to  be  revived  t 
Are  we  now  to  be  tuld  that  there  is  no  political 
power  remaining  in  the  people  t  that,  having 
established  and  put  in  operation  Governments, 
they  have  parted  with  lUl  political  power  what- 
ever? that  they  cannot  revise  or  new-model 
this  £3rnl-of  Government  they  have  themselves 
establlsbed,  unless  in  pursuance  of  a  provision 
in  the  constitution,  or  m  accordance  with  a  law 
of  the  Le^slature }  This  is  muntaining  that 
sovereignty  rendes  in  the  constitated  authori- 
ties, and  not  In  the  people  at  large ;  it  is  r^ng 
the  creature  above  his  creator,  the  agent  above 
the  principal.  It  is  exalting  the  X^ala^ure 
above,  and  making  it  indepeodent  the  con- 
stituent body. 

The  constitutions  of  most  of  the  States  con- 
tain some  jirovislon  for  altering  or  mneoding 
them ;  some  through  the  a^ncy  of  a  conven- 
tion, and  some  otherwise.  But  snch  constitu- 
tional provision  is  not  inconsistent  with  and 
cannot  take  away  the  right  and  power  of 
the  people,  acting  in  their  primarily  original 
capacity,  to  change  their  system  of  govern- 
ment. 

This  is  a  right  which  they  have  not  del^co- 
ted,  and  which,  of  course,  must  abide  with  the 
people  at  large.  Conventions  of  the  people 
may  be  called,  and  often  are,  in  pursuance  of  a 
law  of  the  Le«^Elatare ;  yet  this  is  a  mere  mac- 
ter  of  convenience.  But  does  the  law  con&r 
on  them  their  power?  That  is  the  question. 
If  it  does,  then  a  Legislature  can  grant  to  an- 
oUier  body  greater  power  than  it  possesses  it- 
self; even  the  power  to  change  or  destroy 
those  very  forms  under  which  it  exists ;  a  pow- 
er to  destroy  the  Legislature  itself.  This  is 
preposteroaa,  and  shows  the  absurdity  of  the 
principle  contended  for.  If  a  convention  does 
not  derive  its  power  from  the  Legislatm'e,  from 
whence  can  it  derive  it,  except  irom  the  people? 
What  is  a  convention  ?  Is  it  not  a  body  repre- 
senting tJie  people  in  their  primary,  elementaiy 
oapa<nty,  and  i^olly  independent  of  the  L^is- 
lature  and  constitated  authorities?  If  this  is 
not  a  true  idea  of  a  convention  of  tiie  people, 
he  should  like  to  be  informed  what  a  conven- 
tion is.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
pBBBTon)  asks,  who  and  what  ara  the  people  ? 
He  was  surprised  at  snch  an  ioqairy  from  any 
quarter,  ana  still  more  tliat  it  should  come  from 
one  who  has  had  so  much  to  do  with  conventions, 
and  attempts  to  call  forth  the  latent  ener^es  of 
State  rights  and  popidar  power.  He  did  not 
understand  the  Senator's  answer  to  his  own 
question,  farther  than  his  declaration  that  he 
himself  (Mr.  P.)  was  one  of  the  i>eople.  The 
inquiry,  however,  was,  he  thought,  easily  an- 
swered. .The  people,  in  one  sense,  are  tiie 
wh<de  population  of  a  State ;  but  in  a  political 
sense,  the  people  were  that  portion  of  the  pop- 
ulation which  possessed  the  political  power  in 
a  State :  it  ^d  not         women  or  ohfldrai, 
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but  the  whole  body  of  citizeni  with  whom  the 
political  power  of  a  Btate  resided. 

Hr,  CBrrriNDEN  said  that  this  was  the  011I7 
IISS.  he  had  seen  in  that  Senate,  during  his  term 
of  service,  widoh  had  a  preamble  attached  to 
it  It  was  hh  (^nnion  ftut  it  was  whoUy  nn- 
necessar^.  However,  it  was  deemed  neoeaiary 
hj  some  gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  some  arga- 
ment  or  elaoidation,  to  insert  the  preamble; 
but  why,  or  wherefco^  he  did  not  apprehend. 
Did  this  preamble,  he  asked,  vary  and  alter  the 
eonstracaon  of  the  law  i  Was  it  not  the  same 
with  or  withoat  Itt  Had  he  tieen  present 
when  the  bill  was  reported,  he  wonld  have  op- 
posed the  adoption  of  the  preamble,  becanse  it 
did  not  tell  the  tmth,  and  the  whole  trath.  It 
bore  upon  its  face  what  the  lawyers  call  a  mth 
Kow,  if  the  Senate  were  right 
m  supposing  that  tike  oonvenUon  of  December 
last  was  a  lee^timate  and  oonatitnlional  assem- 
U7,  and  that  its  proceedings  were  vatid  and 
binding,  did  tiie  strikiDg  out  or  retaining  of 
tibe  preamble  affect  the  deliberations  of  the 
ooDvention,  one  way  or  the  other  f  He  thongbt 
not  Michigan  had  precladed  herself  from  no 
right  by  it,  and  a  right  wonld  be  binding  npon 
her,  whether  the  preamble  should  be  retained 
or  not.  Was  not  that  very  dear  ?  Then,  why 
retua  it  1  Ctentlemen  had  much  better  lay  it 
aside,  and,  by  making  no  allusion  to  it,  they 
would  avoid  all  the  questions  upon  which  they 
had  been  so  long  debating.  If  there  was  to  be 
a  preamble  at  all,  it  was  proper,  as  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  MosBn)  had  said,  tliat  it  should 
contain  a  true  axui  oomplete  Usto^  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  He,  Kr.  0.,  would  vote  for  the 
preamble  provided  all  the  &ots  were  introduc- 
ed;  or,  if  the  (iue8tj<m  should  be  made,  he  would 
vote  for  strikuig  it  out.  He  thought  that  idl 
parties  might  consistently  do  that.  '  He  ex- 
pressed his  an^ety  for  the  q>eedy  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Uidon,  and  said  that  he  was 
then  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill,  and  trusted 
that  gentlemen  would  cononr  with  him  in  opin- 
ion, that  there  was  no  neoesrify  for  the  inser- 
tion of  a  preamble. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  TiSt.  MoBsis^a 
amendment  to  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and 
decided  in  the  negative : 

Yus.— Uessrs.  Bajwd,  Black,  Calhoun,  Cl^,  Crit- 
touien,  Davis,  Sent,  King  (k  Oeorgia,  Knight, 
Hoore,  liorris,  Prentba,  Preston,  Robbius,  Sevier, 
Southard,  Swift,  White— 18. 

KjLTa — Uemrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Fulton,  OniQdy,  Hendricks,  Enbbard,  King  of  Alar 
bama,  Luui,  IHcholas,  NUes,  Parker,  mves, 

lUAdnson,  Buggies,  Strange,  TtOlmadge,  l^pton, 
Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 2S. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  preamble  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bin  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading : 

Yejls. — Ueaars.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Fulton,  Orundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alar 
bamt,  Kuig  of  Oetmaa,  Kni«^t,  Zinn,  Moholiia, 
mies,  ftge,  Fttker,  mn%  BoUneon,  Bag^  Be- 
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Tier,  Strange,  TaSmadge,  npton,  Walker,  WaU, 
White,  Wtfriit—Sf. 
Natb.— MeML  Bayard,  (^Ihoon,  Davia,  Rntin 


MoBBAT,  January  9. 

Tha  OsAiB  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Bakvkl  Fekhtiss,  re-eleoted  Senator  frcnn 
the  Stete  of  Vermont. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  .Wnxiuc  0. 
Fbsstoit,  re-elected  Seaator  from  the  State  of 
Soath  Oarcdlna. 

Treamry  Cvreular. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Oult,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  further  consideration  of  the  joint  res- 
olution rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July, 
1886. 

The  question  beiog  m  Mr.  Rivxa's  sab- 
stitnte^ 

Hi,  Bbakqk  addressed  the  Ohair :  I  am  owos- 
ed  to  the  or^;{naI  resolations,  becanse  they 
propose  to  resdnd  an  enontive  order.  I  do 
not  mean  by  this  a  mere  verbal  criticism,  for  I 
suppose  the  himorable  Senator  really  meant 
what  his  resolution  contained,  and  proposes  to 
rescind  or  repeal  an  executive  order  by  a  vote 
of  tiie  Katjonal  Legislature ;  aild  this,  with  due 
deference,  I  conceived  to  be  a  manifest  sole- 
cism. The  l^slative,  executive,  and  judicial 
departments  of  this  Gtovemment  are  wisely  sep- 
arated by  the  constitution,  and  one  cannot  in- 
terfere with  the  province  of  an(rfher.  The  leg- 
islative prescribe  rules  for  the  executive  and 
jadidary,  but  cannot  itself  perform  foiy  legisla- 
tive or  Jndidal  Amotion,  except  in  the  spedal 
cases  set  fbrth  in  the  constitution.  Oongresa 
may,  if  it  be  necessary  end  proper,  command 
the  Executive  to  repeu  &e  Treasury  order,  but 
cannot  itaelf  repeal  it.  Congress  passes  laws 
for  the  government  of  every  citizen,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  and  at  his  own  peril  he 
yields  or  withholds  obedience.  As  well,  and 
event  with  more  propriety,  might  the  Supreme 
Court  say  it  repeals  an  act  of  Congress,  when 
it  pronounces  it  unconstitutional,  and  refases 
to  enforce  It  And  as  well  might  Congress  say 
it  repeals  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
when  that  dedMon,  having  <q>ened  its  eyes  to 
some  ddbot  in  tiie  exlBtiog  law,  indaoes  it  to 
prescribe  a  ner  rnlA  for  vatore  action.  Even 
when  the  deddona  of  the  oourt  are  palpably 
repugnant  to  tiie  existing  lav.  Congress  cannot 
repeal  them.  Oougress  may  direct  what  deois- 
ions  shall  be  made  in  fiitnre,  but  cannot  repeal 
those  already  published.  Neither  can  it  repeal 
the  deci8i<m8  of  t^e  Executive.  The  Legislature 
prescribes  rules  for  the  government  of  both 
these  departments,  and  to  each  of  them  it  must 
be  left  to  apply  them ;  and  each  must,  in  the 
first  instance,  judge  how  far  its  own  actions 
square  with  lie  rules  prescribed,  upon  its  own 
official  responribility.  A  direct  dmilaration  of 
repeal,  therefor^  most  be  altogether  in(^>era< 
tive^  andof  ooarae^aabmrdit^.  Ili«tnithii^ 
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this  Treasorj  order  is  altogetlw  an  exeontive 
tot,  and  can  oaly  be  undone  by  execative  an- 
thtnity.  OoDgresB  maj  oommand  its  repeal, 
and  donbtiesB  the  EzeentiTe  woold  yidd  anoh 
command  respeotftal  obedience.  Bnt  it  strikes 
me  there  is  something  in  the  mode  of  this  nn- 
derbddng  to  effect  the  repeal  of  the  Treasory 
oAer,  not  oondstmt  with  strict  ]>arliamentBr7 
propriety;  at  least,  not  altogether  condstent 
with  the  professed  purpose  of  those  who  derare 
its  repeal.  It  is  laid  down  m  Jefferson's  Han- 
nal,  the  highest  authority  acknowledged  by  ns 
in  snch  matters,  that  "When  the  Honse  com- 
mands anj  thing,  it  is  by  order.  Bnt  &cts, 
principles,  their  own  opinions  and  pnrpoees,  are 
e^reesed  in  the  form  of  resolutions."  Now, 
the  reaolaUiHis  brfore  jib,  while  tiic^  assume 
the  name  oC  resolntitma,  effect  the  office  of 
ndera,  and  to  perfixm  more^  as  I  think  I  hare 
befinr«  Bhown,  than  erea  an  ordw  wonld  be 
competent  to  accomplish. 

Bat,  agaiii,  I  am  opposed  to  the  reaolntiona, 
beoaose  th^  propose  to  prescribe  a  rule,  unne- 
cessarily, as  I  oonceire,  in  a  matter  where,  from 
its  nature,  a  large  discretion  is  desirable,  being 
highly  conyenient,  and  in  no  degree  liable  to 
dangerous  use.  I  know  it  is  the  fashion  of  the 
day  to  suppose  that  the  ezecntiTe  authority  is 
the  only  one  liable  to  abuse,  or  in  any  way 
likely  to  tlireatea  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
Among  the  blessings,  Mr.  President,  for  which 
we  of  the  present  day  are  debtors  to  Heaven, 
there  are  none^  politically  q>eakinff,  fcnr  wlUch 
we  hsve  mraejost  reason  to  be  gtatenil,  than  that 
the  fOTmatim  <^  our  constitnuon  has  not  been 
left  to  onr  own  hands :  that  we  have  receiyed 
it  ready  formed,  in  all  its  beantifU  proportions, 
by  men  who  seem  to  have  been  commissioned 
by  Heaven  for  this  very  thing.  Surrounded  by 
an  atmosphere  just  purified  by  \ho  storms  and 
convnl^ons  of  the  Bevolntion,  every  one  feel- 
ing more  stron^^y  than  an^  other  want  that  of 
an  equal,  wise,  and  impartial  Qovemraent^  they 
addressed  themselves  to  the  task  with  no  facul- 
^  biased  by  local  or  personal  passions.  They 
soneht  for  truth  with  their  visoal  organs  puig- 
ed  from  die  mists  cf  pnjodice,  and  they  found 
her.  They  listened  to  her  inspired  instructions, 
and  penned  the  h^py  constitation  imder  which 
we  now  live,  the  en^of  other  nations,  and  the 

Eride  of  our  owa.  They  divided  Government 
ito  three  department^  and  prescribed  the 
■ph»e  in  whion  each  should  move.  Harmony 
and  nteitf  will  ever  attend  its  action,  while 
each  strictily  observes  the  law  of  its  creation. 
Bat  it  is  difficult  to  say  &om  which  the  most 
direful  results  are  to  be  apprehended,  should  it 
with  eccentric  movement  forsake  its  natural 
orbit,  and  invade  those  of  its  sister  planets. 
Viewing  this  matter  in  the  light  of  «[p«ience, 
we  shomd  be  led  to  suppose  that  from  the  leg- 
Uative  department  there  was  the  greatest  rea^ 
•on  jSor  jealousy  of  usurpation,  or  Invasion  of 
the  pnmnce  (tf  others.  The  most  remarkable 
and  desolating  revolatiMia  of  whvdi  modem 
Ustosy  flmdahiei  an  aoooontare  those  of  Eng- 


land  and  France,  and  the  complete  prostration 
of  the  executive  and  Judicnal  aathorities  beneath 
tiu»  feet  (tf  the  l^uative  marked  those  saa- 
gidnarr  evoits.  Bnt  to  press  this  portion  of 
the  subject  no  farther,  suffioe  it  to  s^y,  that 
true  wisdom  dictates  to  each  department  great 
forbearance  towards  the  others,  and  a  no  lees 
Bcmpnloos  abstinence  from  infrin^ng  upon 
their  rights,  than  a  jealous  ^are  of  ite  own. 
The  collection  of  the  revenue  is  strictiy  an  ex- 
ecutive act.  The  Le^slature,  to  be  sure,  can 
alone  prescribe  the  subjects  of  revenue,  and  the 
mode  of  its  collection;  but  the  funds,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  resolution,  in  which  receiv- 
able, is,  in  the  general,  a  fair  subject  to  be  left 
to  the  Executive,  under  the  constitution,  aod 
the  broad  range  of  dronmstanoes  which  may 
from  tame  to  time  arise.  The  general  principle, 
certainly,  (from  which  neither  common  reason 
jiot  convenience  will  allow  of  any  wide  depart- 
ure,) is^  that  the  public  revenue  diotdd  be  col- 
lected in  what  is  obviously  equivalent  to  so 
much  gold  and  silver,  the  acknowledged  stand- 
ards of  value  both  by  the  constitution  and  the 
usage  of  trade.  What  is  40  equivalent  must  de- 
pend greatiy  upon  drcumstances  continually  fluo- 
tuat^; — the  currents  of  trade,  and  the  peculiar 
Implication  for  which  any  {pven  portion  of  the 
revenue  is  dengned.  Sometimes  the  ease  of 
the  citizen  may  be  consisted  to  a  great  extent, 
in  perfect  consistency  with  the  secnrity  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  at  others,  nothing  shwt  cS  the 
precious  metals  themselves  win  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  the  pnUic  demimds.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  Oonn-ess  has  not  the  power  of  dictat- 
ing even  the  rands  in  which  the  revenue  may  be 
paid,  or  that  there  is  any  thing  improper  in  her 
doing  so ;  but  ttiat,  in  general,  the  ofiScer  whose 
business  it  is  to  supervise  the  Treasury,  in  Ids 
turn  under  the  superviMon  of  the  Executive,, 
will  be  well  citable  of  judging,  and  much  more 
competent  to  act  to  the  advantage  of  the  public, 
under  sudden  emergencies,  (which  no  human 
sagacity  is  suffioient  to  foresee,)  when  untram- 
melled by  rigid,  inflexible  rules ;  and,  therefore, 
unless  strong  conaderations  oall  for  the  enact- 
ment of  snob  rules,  it  is  far  better  to  leave  him 
wltii  the  re^nMbiUty  upon  his  own  shoulden, 
wMoh,  without  such  enactments,  would  rest 
there.  Thos  the  executive  class  <a  public  offi- 
cers would  be  stimulated  to  more  activity; 
feeling,  in  addition  to  their  responsibility  to  ns^ 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  a  direct  re- 
sponnbility  to  them,  our  common  masters,  for 
the  wisdom  and  fldelitr  of  their  action. 

I  am  again  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  be- 
canse,  as  I  conceive,  they  are  intended  to  cen- 
sure the  President  of  the  United  States.  K  any 
doubt  rested  upon  the  mind,  upon  the  mere 

Serusal  of  the  resolutions  themselves,  that 
oubt  must  cease  as  soon  as  we  listen  to  the 
comments  of  their  advocates,  and  the  reasons 
which  ui^  them  to  their  support.  Some  of 
the  reaaoaa  upon  which  they  are  avowedly 
supported  are  the  evil  motives  ascribed  to  Ihe 
Prudent,  In  causing  the  Issue  of  the  Treasury 
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order  tbey  are  designed  to  repeal.  He  is,  in 
effect,  charged  with  falsehood ;  for  the  Treas- 
vary  order  bears  npon  its  face,  doabtlessly  Tinder 
his  own  aathority  and  directioD,  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  give  it  existence ;  and  wo 
are  here  pabliclj  told  that  bis  true  motives 
were  of  an  altogether  different  Mod ;  thus  di- 
l^ctlj  charing  him  with  an  attempt  to  deceive 
the  public,  m  placing  before  it  ^se  motives  for 
his  official  action.  But  this  ia  not  all.  He  is 
not  only  charged  with  falsehood,  bat  least 
one  of  the  motives  impnted  to  him  is  in  Itself 
altogether  base  and  dishcmcnable.  We  are  told 
that  some  of  the  land  speculators  allnded  to  in 
the  order  were  his  own  parUcolar  fHends, 
whose  interest  he  was  solicitous  to  promote ; 
that  they  have  already  made  large  investments 
in  the  pablic  lands,  and  are  threatened  with 
loss,  or  at  least  a  necessity  of  holding  for  an 
inconvenient  lengtb  of  time,  should  the  United 
States  continue  to  be  a  competitor  with  them 
in  unrestricted  sales ;  and  that,  while  tbe  Unit- 
ed States  is  demanding  specie,  they,  by  selling 
for  paper,  would  acquire  a  preference  in  the 
market,  and  be  enabled  to  command  better 
prices ;  thns  making  the  President  of  Qie  Unit- 
ed States,  in  fDrgeoblncss  of  his  high  station, 
and  his  well-earned  honors,  to  sell  the  latter  for 
trash  to  enrich  hia  friends,  and  prostitute  the 
former  to  gratify  their  avarice.  Another  mo- 
tive as^gned  ia,  that  being  in  heart  opposed  to 
the  deposit  law  of  tbe  last  seanon,  be  was  desir- 
ous of  throwing  every  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
its  execution,  to  verify  the  evil  omens  uttered 
by  himself  and  friends  in  relation  to  it,  and  to 
render  it  odious  in  the  ey^  of  the  people.  To 
accomplish  all  this,  the  Treasury  order  was  fram- 
ed, in  the  hope  tiiat  the  pressure  and  embar- 
rassmemta  it  should  prodnce  might  he  imputed 
■to  the  deporit  act  It  may  be  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stabes  was  not  well  inoUned 
to  the  depont  act,  and  that  la  troth  it  is  a  m!s- 
chlevooa  measure,  some  of  the  evils  (tf  which 
are  now  danonstrating  themselves ;  that  those 
are  now  feeling  them  who  could  not  in  any 
oQmt  way  be  brought  to  dream  of  their  ex- 
btenoe ;  that  in  fact  the  connection  between 
jiresent  difBcultiea  and  tbe  deposit  act  is  so  in- 
timate as  to  make  it  appear  that  one  was  got 
up  by  previous  design  to  accompany  the  other. 
But  however  all  this  may  be^  it  is  well  known 
the  present  Chief  Hagtstrate  la  not  a  man  to  ac- 
complish bis  views  by  any  indirection ;  that  a 
bold  and  manly,  and,  as  his  enemies  think,  a 
rash  and  reckless  policfy,  is  one  of  his  charac- 
teristics. Tet  ^tlemen  who  advocate  these 
resolutions  ascnbe  to  him  conduct  hlghlj  dls- 
ingennou^  and  motives  exceedingly  wshonor- 
able.  It  is  not  my  wish,  in  malice,  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  any  one ;  and  if  I  should  refer 
imfavorahly  to  the  motives  of  a  party,  I  hope 
no  gentleman  within  or  without  these  walls 
will  consider  it  personal  to  himself,  or  spring- 
ing, in  the  slightest  degree,  from  individnal 
feeling.  We  are  all  men,  and  are  all  liable  to 
hftve  oor  jodgment  warped,  however  clear  and 


intuitive  orifpnally,  by  the  allurements  of  per- 
suasion, the  fascination  of  affection,  the  delu- 
sions of  prejudice,  or  the  madness  of  passion, 
and  when  I  find  myself  differing  with  another, 
I  am  always  wiUing  to  suppose,  and  have  it  sup- 
posed, that  either  he  or  myself  have  fallen 
under  subjection  to  one  of  these  malign  ^- 
fluenccB. 


ToiBDiLT,  Jannary  10. 

Menage  from  tha  President — Isthmus  <(f  J)arim 
and  of  Nicaragua — Proposals/or  erostitig  hy 
Ship-canals. 

The  following  Uessa^  was  rec^ved  f^om 
the  Pretident  of  the  Umted  States : 

the  Senate  of  tht  United  States : 
Immediately  after  the  passage  by  the  Senate,  at  a 
former  session,  of  the  regolutioo  requesting  the 
Freddent  to  condder  the  expediency  of  opening 
n^otiationa  with  the  Governments  of  other  Datione, 
and  particularly  with  the  GoTemmentB  of  Central 
America  and  New  Granada,  for  the  purpose  of  ctTcct- 
ually  protecting,  by  equitable  treaty  stipulatitms 
with  them,  sach  individuals  or  companies  as  xuiriit 
undertake  to  open  a  communication  between  the 
Atlantie  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  the  oonBtmctlon  of  a 
sUp  canal  across  the  iathmns  which  connects  Xorth 
and  South  America,  and  of  secorhig  forever,  by  sudi 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal  to  all  such  nations,  on  the  payment  of 
such  reasonable  tolls  as  ou^t  to  be  established  to 
compensate  the  capitalists  who  might  engage  in  aocb 
undertakii^,  and  complete  the  work,  an  agent  ms 
employed  to  obtain  information  is  respect  to  tbe 
situation  and  character  of  the  country  through  which 
the  line  of  communication,  if  esUbliahcd,  would 
necessarily  pass,  and  the  state  of  the  projects  which 
were  understood  to  l>e  contemplated  for  opening  audi 
communicoUoo  by  a  canal  or  a  railroad.  The  agent 
returned  to  ttie  United  States  in  September  last,  and 
although  tbe  information  ooUected  by  him  is  not  as 
flill  as  could  have  been  derilred,  yet  it  is  soffident 
to  show  tiiat  the  probabOilT  of  an  eariy  execution  of 
any  of  the  projects  which  have  been  set  on  foot  for 
the  construction  of  the  coamiunicatiw  allnded  to  ia 
not  so  great  as  to  render  it  expe^nt  to  open  a  nego- 
tiation at  present  with  any  foreign  Government 
upon  the  sabtect. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WAflHnroTOK,  /oAwny  9, 1887. 

Tr&aury  Gireular. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  fbrtber  con- 
sideration of  the  Joint  reBtdntion  to  restnnd  the 
Treasury  order  of  July,  1886^  dco..  bwether  Vlth 
the  anbstitate  offered  therefor  Hr.  Birxs, 
in  the  following  words ; 

"Jiesolved,  That  hereafter  all  sums  of  money  aeera* 
ing  or  becoming  payable  to  tbe  United  States^ 
wliether  from  eustmns,  jmbUe  landa,  taxes,  ddit^ 
or  othOTrise,  slull  be  coQected  and  paid  onlyin the 
l^al  currency  of  tiie  United  States,  or  in  the  notea 
of  Imi^  whidi  are  payable  and  pdd  on  demand  ia 
tiie  said  l^;al  currency  mider  the  following  resbio- 
tiou  and  confitianB  in  legard  to  Bodi  notea :  that  i% 
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[Snum 


5t»n  and  after  the  paassge  of  tliisresoluUon,  the  notes 
of  no  bank  which  diaU  iasae  bills  or  notea  of  a  less 
denonunatioa  than  five  dollars  shall  be  receired  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dnee;  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  July,  1889,  the  notes  of  do  bank  which  shall  iflsue 
bilh  or  notes  of  ft  less  denmdlkadoii  than  t«i  dollars 
shall  be  recdnUe;  and  from  and  after  the  first  of 
July,  1841,  the  like  prohibiUon  shall  be  extended  to 
the  notes  of  tl\  baiu:s  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  leas 
dcnomiDoUon  than  twenty  dollars :  Providedy  how- 
eeer,  That  no  notes  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the 
ooUectore  or  receivers,  which  the  banks  in  which 
they  are  to  be  depoait«n  shall  not,  under  the  mper- 
lirioa  and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  XTnited  States  as 
cash.** 

The  qne«tion  ]>^g  on  the  adoption  of  hb 

Hibstitnte, 

Hr.  BivES  Biud  tbat,  in  asking  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate,  it  was  not  his  design  to  abase 
their  patience  by  rearguing  the  questions  which 
had  already  been  so  fdly  and  so  ably  discussed, 
in  relation  to  the  lenity  or  the  policy  of  the 
Treasury  circular.  It  was  his  wish  only  to 
state,  somewhat  more  at  large  than  he  had  yet 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing,  the  views  under 
the  inflnence  of  which  he  had  offered  the  propo- 
ritaon  vhi^  is  nor  pending  before  the  Senate, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewmo.)  In  reference  to 
the  most  important  objects  of  the  Treasury  cir- 
cular, he  re^trded  that  measnre  as  having  done 
its  office ;  and  the  interests  of  the  conntry  are 
now  much  more  concerned  In  the  proridonwe 
shall  make  for  tlie  l\]tur&  than  in  any  decision 
we  may  pronounce  upon  the  past  When  I  had 
Hie  honor  some  days  ago,  said  Ur,  B.,  of  ad- 
dressing a  few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  this 
snbject,  I  said  what  I  take  great  pleasure  now 
in  repeating,  that,  in  whatever  different  lights 
the  operation  of  the  Treasury  ciroular  may 
have  been  viewed,  of  one  thing  I  was  thoron^- 
Ir  persuaded— thai  the  motives  which  had  in- 
ffliced  the  high  fimctionarT  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  to  direct  the  isAdng  of  it  were  in 
perfect  consonance  with  that  elevated  and  patri- 
otic ^iiit  which  had  so  conspicuously  marked 
the  whole  course  of  his  pnblio  life ;  and  that 
no  defect  of  legality,  in  my  estimation,  bad 
been  shown  in  the  authority  under  which  it 
was  issued.  I  added,  also,  that  the  measnre 
was  prpperly  to  be  viewed  as  a  temporary  one, 
to  continue  in  operation  until  the  action  of  Con- 
gress on  the  whole  subject  could  be  obtained ; 
and  that  the  President  himself,  as  shown  by  the 
evidence  of  his  Message  at  the  commencement 
ot  the  session,  attached  no  importance  to  its 
adoption  as  a  permanent  mle  of  polioy. 

Chie  of  the  leadii^  otfJectB  of  th»  Treasory 
nrotdar,  at  the  time  it  was  issued,  was  to  check 
that  tendency  to  extravagfuit  bank  issues  and 
bank  credits  which  has  so  signally  marked  the 
history  of  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months. 
Btit,  so  far  as  that  object  is  ooneeriud,t2ie  same 
effect  will  now  he  prodooed  in  a  manner  not 
IflM  certain,  though  oy  a  prooeaa  more  gndnal, 


and  therefore  easier  and  safer  to  the  commmiity, 
by  the  operation  of  the  deposit  act.  Ko  one 
can  doubt,  Mr.  President,  that.one  of  the  chief 
caoses  of  the  recent  over-action  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  country  is  to  be  found  in  the  im- 
mense  sums  of  public  moneys  left>  in  the  deposit 
banks,  and  which  have  been  used  and  traded 
upon  by  them,  as  an  addition  of  so  much  to 
their  banking  capitals.  This  is  a  state  of  things 
which  has  been  fluently  pernicious  in  all  its 
bearings.  The  correction  of  so  great  an  evil 
formed  in  my  mind  one  of  the  strongest  oon- 
slderationB  for  giving  the  cordial  support  I  did 
to  the  deposit  act  of  the  last  session;  ameasore 
which,  however  much  misconceived  or  nns* 
represented  in  regard  to  its  true  character,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  conferred  upon  the  country  a 
double  benefiaction  of  the  highest  valoe :  first, 
in  putting  out  of  the  way  of  the  Qovemment 
the  temptation,  whose  powerful  inflnence  we 
were  alraady  beginning  to  feel,  to  nseless,  ex- 
travagant, and  anti-republican  expenditure ; 
and,  secondly,  in  taking  from  the  deposit  banks 
that  gratuitous  and  artificial  iocrement  of  their 
capitals,  which  has  been  a  main  cause  of  the 
unnatural  distention  of  our  paper  cnrrency,  and 
of  that  inordinate  spirit  of  speculation  wbioi  has 
prevuled  through  the  ooontry.  In  gntdnally 
withdrawing,  as  we  now  are  doing  by  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  these  large  Imonnts  of  the 
public  treasure  from  the  possession  of  the  de- 
posit banks,  and  in  avoidmg,  as,  I  trust,  by  a 
wise  and  provident  le^station,  we  shall  do,  the 
aconmnlataott  of  any  idle  surplus  in  fhture,  the 
Government  wiU  tidce  away  the  stimulus  which 
itself  has  given  to  the  excessive  issues  and 
credits  of  the  banks ;  and  we  may  then  hope 
that,  nnd^  the  salutary  control  of  the  laws  of 
trade,  they  will  return  within  those  safe,  prop- 
er, and  natural  limits  which  the  boriueas  the 
community  roqnires. 

'While  on  thia  branch  of  the  sabject,  Mr. 
Freddent,  I  will  make  one  other  observation. 
However  neceasaiy  or  derirable  the  contraction 
of  onr  puwr  drcnlation  may  be,  (if  it  be,  in- 
deed,  in  the  large  ezoeas  which  is  supposed  by 
many,)  it  must  he  borne  in  mind  that  there  is 
no  operation  more  deUoate  than  the  redaction 
of  the  cnirraoy  of  a  country.  A  decreanng 
circulating  medium,  it  is  agreed  alike  by  theo- 
retical writers  and  by  enlightened  practical 
men,  is  precisely  that  condition  in  the  moneyed 
affairs  of  a  community  which  is  the  most  criti- 
cal and  distressing.  It  is  a  transition  from  high 
to  low  prices,  from  a  certain  and  liberal  reward 
of  labor  to  diminished  wages  and  precarious 
employment,  from  active  and  prospenng  indnsp^ 
try  to  general  langnor  and  depresnon  In  all  the 
operations  of  business.  It  is  a  change  to  which 
society  always  a^jnsts  itself  slowly  and  pidnfoU 
ly ;  and,  under  the  most  favorable  circnmstan- 
oes,  must  be  attended  with  distress— often  with 
extensive  roin.  Great  caution,  therefore,  is 
neoessary,  lest  it  be  nndoly  precipitated  in  its 
nronress,  or  harshly  aggrav^ed  m  its  effects, 
we  have,  in  the  biatory  of  our  own  oonntry,  at 
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a  period  not  too  remote  for  the  reoolleotion  of 
most  of  Hi,  a  memorable  example  of  tiie  dis- 
tresdng  effects  of  a  rapid  rednotion  ot  the  dr- 
enlating  mediom.  It  w  strikingly  exhibited,  in 
an  its  aetaila,  in  &e  able  report  of  Hr.  Craw- 
ford, then  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry,  on  the 
currency,  in  1620,  It  is  there  shown  that  the 
oircQlation  of  the  oountry,  in  the  tiiree  years 
from  1816  to  1819,  had  been  brought  down 
from  110  millions  in  the  former,  to  ^  millions 
in  the  latter ;  making  the  enormons  reduction 
of  66  millions  within  that  short  period  I  The 
scene  of  wide-spread  min  and  distress  which 
ensued  is  fresh  in  the  memories  of  all  who  wit^ 
neased  it.  It  inculcates,  at  least,  the  necessity 
of  caution  in  the  action  of  the  Oorenmient  on 
this  sablect.  It  ia  onr  duty  to  withdraw  from 
the  bansing  operations  of  the  conntiy  that  ar- 
tificial stimnlant  whioh  the  Qoremment  itself 
has  administered ;  but  that  being  done,  a  just 
polioy,  in  general,  requires  that  the  concerns  of 
trade  shomd  be  left  to  regnlate  themselves  by 
their  own  natural  and  remedial  laws. 

Regarding,  then,  the  Treasnry '  oirenlar  as 
having  mainly  done  its  ofSce,  we  are  now  cdled 
upon  to  establish  some  penuanent  and  eqnal 
rule  for  the  collection  of  the  public  rerennes. 
It  is  a  duty  which  we  cannot  ende  if  we  would. 
In  the  joint  power  which  the  conatitntion  in- 
vests in  Oongfsss,  to  "  lay  and  collect "  taxes, 
our  duty  is  read  to  us  in  terms  too  significant 
to  be  mistaken.  It  is  as  much  a  part  of  the 
legidative  authority  to  say  in  what  manner  and 
by  vhat  rule  the  collection  of  the  pabKo  rev- 
enue shall  be  effected,  as  tos^to  vbat  amount 
and  from  sources  it  shall  be  r^aed.  Important 
as  such  a  regulation  is  at  all  dmea,  it  deriveB, 
at  the  present  moment,  a  particmar  interest 
firom  its  dose  connection  with  the  sabject  of 
the  currency.  It  is  in  that  connection  that  ail 
who  have  participated  in  this  debate,  have  dia- 
onssed  this  question  before  the  Senate ;  and  it 
is  doubtless  in  that  connection  that  th<)  public 
attention  is  turned  with  most  anxiety  to  oar 
decision  upon  it,  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  all  the 
magnitude  and  all  the  difficulty  of  this  great 
question  of  the  enrren<7.  There  is  none  that 
nses  higher  in  importaoee^  or  descends  more 
deeply  into  the  intereata  of  aodety.  It  "  comes 
Borne  to  the  bndneaa  and  the  bosoma  of  men." 
It  sSbcta  alike  the  hmnblest  laborer  and  the 
wealthiest  capitalist ;  on  it  dei>end  the  security 
of  property,  we  stability  of  contracts,  the  com- 
fort and  support  of  families,  and,  I  will  add,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  public  morals ;  for  notbmff, 
in  my  opinion,  ia  more  calculated  to  unsettle 
the  moral  sense  and  habits  of  a  community  than 
the  dispositions  and  pursuits  fbstered  by  the 
lottery  of  a  flnctuating  currency.  In  approach- 
ing such  a  subjectj  I  f^l  all  the  difSdence  which 
a  just  eenae  of  its  difSculty  and  importance 

Sroperiy  inapirea.  But,  ha^g  anbmitted  to 
!)e  Senate  a  propoeiti<>&  which,  if  adopted, 
would,  I  flatter  myself;  exert  no  small  Infinenoe 
on  this  great  interest ;  and  as  the  friends  of  the 
adminwatlw  (ntjaelf  amcsig  the  nnmbo)  baTO 


been  aconaed  <tf  entertaining  viraonary,  imprao- 
tioabI&  and  penioiona  noti«iB  in  regttd  to  a 
fiHmof  theonrreni?,  I  mast  beg  th«  tndidgenoe 
of  the  Senate  while!  state,  with  as  much  precis- 
ion as  I  may,  tiie  vlewa  of  that  reform  wnioh  I 
entertfun,  and  which  have  determined  the  shape 
of  the  proportion  now  under  their  consideration. 

In  discuemng  the  questvm  of  a  reform  of  the 
currency,  it  is  necessary  to  settle  our  ideas 
clearly  as  to  two  things:  first,  the  natore  and 
extent  of  the  end  to  be  aimed  at ;  aeoondly, 
the  means  by  which  it  ia  to  be  attained.  If  I 
am  aaked,  what  is  the  end  I  propose,  whether 
I  am  in  favor  of  a  specie  dreulaaon  exclusive- 
ly, and  the  totid  suppresnon  of  bank  paper,  I 
answer,  No.  Even  if  snch  an  ol^eot  were  de- 
sirable, it  is  phdnly  impracticable.  In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  oommerdu  progress  and  reflnemoit 
throughout  the  world,  it  w<rald  probably  be  im- 
practicable anywhere ;  but  in  this  oonntoy,  and 
under  our  syrtem  of  government  espedally,  it 
is  obviondy  whollv  unattmnable.  Whether 
right  or  vrong,  we  nnd  twenty-ax  independent 
State  L^iidaturea  possesaed  of  the  power  to 
create  banking  oorporatJona.  'WhatevOT  specu- 
lative doubts  may  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  as 
to  the  constitutional  validity  of  this  power^  the 
States  now  actually  possess  and  exercise  it,  as 
they  have  invariably  done  fitnn  the  foundaticm 
of  the  Government,  and  there  is  not  the  sli^t- 
est  probability  that  they  will  ever  be  divcated 
of  it.  In  every  aober  and  practical  scheme  of 
policy,  we  must  proceed  upon  the  aaaumptun 
that  thia  independent  St^  power  will  remain. 
How,  then,  can  the  banUng  q^tem  be  snp- 
pressed  by  this  Government  1  Sodh  a  notint, 
if  entertained  anywhere  would  indeed  be  Uto- 
pian and  visi(mar7. 

My  object,  then,  would  be,  not  the  deetnetifm 
of  the  banking  system  and  the  total  suppres- 
sion of  bank  paper,  but  an  efficient  regiumoa 
of  it,  and  its  restriction  to  safe  and  projier  limits ; 
not  the  excludve  use  of  spede  as  a  circulating 
medium,  but  such  a  substantial  enlargement 
and  genera]  difibsion  of  it  in  actual  ciroulati<ai, 
as  would  make  it  the  practical  currency  of  oom- 
mon  li&,  the  imiversol  medium  of  <mtinai7 
transactions ;  in  short,  the  money  of  the  fium- 
er,  the  mechanic^  the  labora-,  and  the  trades- 
man ;  while  the  menhant  shoold  be  lefb  in  the 
enjoyment  ot  the  fadlitiea  of  a  sound  and  re- 
stricted p^wr  enirau^  fbr  his  larger  <^ierationB. 
Snch  a  reformation  in  the  currency  as  this 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  productive  ct  flie 
most  beneficial  results.  It  would  nve  security 
to  the  indufltrious  classes  of  society  for  the  prod- 
ucts of  thdr  hibor,  against  the  oasualtiee  in- 
cident to  the  pn>er  system.  The  laborer,  in 
returning  to  the  bosom  of  his  fiunily  from  hia 
weekly  toil,  would  no  longer  find  his  dumbers 
broken  by  the  apprehendon  that  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  the  week,  perhaps  the  accumulation  <tf 
long  years  of  honest  indnatry.  mi^t  be  diad- 
pated  in  a  moment  l^  tiie  ex[Hodoii  of  a  ban^ 
or  the  bursting  of  some  p^iw  bubUe.  It 
would  gin  seraritiy,  to  a  grut  ttctent,  to  tba 
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whole  bodj  ot  Ihe  oommanity  againat  those 
disastroTU  floctnatioDs  in  the  vaiiie  of  propertj 
and  contraotB,  which  arise  from  the  ebbs  and 
flows  of  an  nnnatitoted  paper  onrrency.  It 
woidd  oivs  wooritj  to  the  banks  themselTes,  b; 
provldSigthemf  in  the  dnl7  internal  drcnlation 
(rf  ib»  ooimtT7,  an  sbnndant  and  accessible  ftind 
for  recmiting  ihmr  reeonrcea,  whenever  they 
shoold  be  exposed  to  an  extraordinary  pressnrei 

This,  sir,  is  the  hii^py  state  of  things  we 
nd^t  promise  ourselves  from  replacing  (as  it 
is  the  aim  of  the  proposition  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  sobmit  to  do)  all  bank  biUi,  nnder 
the  denotninotioa  of  twenty  dollars,  with  a 
sotid  circolatioa  of  gold  and  silver.  Is  there 
any  tiling  wild,  any  thing  visionary,  any  thing 
pernicious,  in  snch  a  system  of  onrrenoy  as 
this?  It  has  the  sanction,  l£r.  President  of 
the  proftmndeat  writers  on  ^jiuctions  of  politi- 
cal ecmtomy,  and  has  reoeived  the  praotioal 
aneat  of  tiie  wisest  nations.  I  am  well  aware 
that  it  would  ill  become  me  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  any  scheme  which 
was  not  thos  tested  and  improved.  Of  all  the 
writers  who  liave  treated  and  examined  qnes- 
tlona  of  this  character,  none  possess  so  high  an 
authority  as  the  author  of  the  *'  Wealth  of  ]^a- 
tions."  It  has  been  well  and  justly  said  that 
Adam  Smith  had  done  for  the  scleuce  of  politi- 
cal economy  what  Bacon  and  Newton  had  done 
Ibr  phynoal  science,  and  Sydney  and  Locke  for 
the  science  of  government  and  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  dvil  and  political  liberbr.  His 
wm-Jk,  i^^iearing  oontemporaneooaly  witik  the 
American  BeToIati<m,  was  deeply  imbiwd  with 
the  free  spirit  and  the  lar^  and  vigorous  thought 
which  BO  remarkably  distinguished  that  great 
era.  He  came  forth  as  the  z^ous  and  powerful 
diampion  of  free  trade,  the  inflexible  opponentof 
monopoly  and  restriotion,  in  all  their  multiplied 
forms,  the  ardent  advocate  of  every  thing  that 
is  Iiba*8l,  generous,  and  popular,  in  the  instito- 
tiona  of  Bodety  and  the  intercourse  of  nations. 
No  work  has  ever  exercised  so  large  an  influ- 
ence for  good, on  the  policy  and  destiny  of  na- 
tiODS;  and  none,  I  am  sure,  conndering  the 
stamp  of  Uberty  as  well  as  wisdom  impressed 
upon  it  is  better  entitied  to  the  respect  of  an 
asBonbly  of  American  le^dators.  Aciam  Smith, 
by  a  strange  nustake,  has  been  held  Qp»  rather 
<^robriously,  as  the  advocate  of  a  paper  system 
—as  the  founder,  in  foet,  of  the  paper  sdiool  I 
Sir,  there  can  be  no  greater  mistake  than  this. 
While  he  recognized  the  utility  of  a  judicious 
system  of  banking,  in  liberating  and  putting 
into  productive  employment  capital  which 
would  otherwise  remain  dead  aqd  inactive,  and 
the  facilities  it  is  calculated  to  afford  to  com- 
tneroe,  he  yet  insists  that  the  goieral  circnia' 
tion  of  the  country  should  be  gold  and  silver. 

As  the  general  priooiples  he  has  laid  down 
on  the  subjects  of  banking  and  oorrenoy  con- 
tinue still  to  be  appealed  to  by  the  enlightened 
writers  who  have  followed  him,  as  affording 
the  soundest  exposition  of  those  subjects,  what- 
ever modifio^Hw  of  snhOT^nate  pcdnta  may 


[SatXTK. 

have  been  made  by  subsequent  inqoirera,  I  will 
g^ve  to  the  Senate,  and  pnndpall^  in  the  words 
of  Adam  Smith  himseu^  an  outitne  of  his  aj9- 
tem  of  currency.  After  speaHu^  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  enected  from  a  jndidons  and 
properly  conducted  qjstan  of  bauangL  he  nja 
exin'OBuy,  that "  the  oommeroe  and  indoatry  m 
a  conntiy  are  not  so  secure  when  suspended,  as 
it  were,  on  the  Dndalian  wings  of  papw  money, 
as  when  they  travel  abont  on  the  solid  ground 
of  gold  and  silver."  He  says,  th^efore,  it  is 
the  policy  of  wise  Governments  "  to  guard,  not 
only  against  that  excessive  multiplication  of 
pfq>er  money  whi(^  ruins  the  very  banks  which 
issue  it,  but  even  against  that  multiplication  of  it 
which  enables  them  to  fill  the  greater  part  of 
the  circulation  of  tbe  country  with  it."  He 
then  proceeds  to  diow  that  "tiie  drculatlon  of 
every  ootmtey  may  he  oonsidered  as  divided 
into  two  S^reat  branches:  the  dronlatiMi  ot 
the  dealers  with  one  another,  and  the  circula- 
tion between  the  dealers  and  consnmen," ,  Bia 
next  position  is,  "  that  paper  money  may  be  so 
regulated  as  either  to  confine  itself  very  mnch 
to  the  circulation  between  the  different  dealers 
or  to  extend  itself  likewise  to  a  great  part  ox 
that  between  the  dealers  and  consumers.^'  The 
regulation  is  effected  by  fixing  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  notes  permitted  to  be  issued.  *'  It 
were  better,"  be  adds,  "  that  no  bank  notes 
were  issued  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  for  a 
smaller  sum  than  five  pounds.  F^ier  money 
would  then  confine  itself  to  the  dittolatirai  b^• 
tween  the  different  dealers ; "  and  where  this 
is  the  case,  fae  says,  there  is  always  plenty  of 
gold  and  silver."  "  But  where  it  extends  itself 
to  a  considerable  part  of  the  oirculation  between 
dealers  and  consumers,  it  banishes  gold  and  sil- 
ver almost  entirely  from  the  country,"  The 
system  of  Adam  Smith,  then,  resolves  itself 
into  this :  that  the  circulation  between  dealer 
and  dealer  may  be  of  paper,  but  tiiat  the  circn- 
lation  between  dealer  and  consumer  should  be 
of  tiie  precious  metals ;  that  this  result  ought 
to  be  secured  by  prohibiting  the  issue  of  bank 
notes  for  a  less  sum  than  five  pounds,  and  that, 
if  such  a  restiiction  be  adopted,  there  "  will 
always  be  plenty  of  gold  and  silver  "  in  circu- 
lation, pcnforming  all  the  offices  of  exchange  in 
the  "  ordinary  transat^ons  "  of  society,  while 
the  use  of  faper  would  be  confined  to  oom- 
merdal  operations  of  a  larger  scale.  Instead 
of  being  the  advocate,  far  less  the  founder,  of 
an  unrestricted  p^r  system,  he  urges  the  neces- 
sity of  confining  it  to  commercial  accommoda- 
tion in  the  larger  transactions  between  dealer 
and  dealer.  He  is  in  favor  of  the  snppreamon 
of  all  bank  notes  under  five  pounds ;  whereby 
gold  and  silver  will  fill  the  ordinary  channels 
of  circulation,  and  become,  in  fact,  the  ocnnmon 
practical  currency  of  the  country. 

But  this  q^m  does  not  rest  on  the  authori- 
ty of  Adam  Smitii  alone.  Not  to  mention  the 
iUni^ous  names  or  the  poli<^  of  other  enli^t- 
ened  nations  in  sni^Kni  (rf  it.  it  has  nomvA 
the  SBOoeBuve  aanotion  of  a  IQD9  Une  of  the 
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ablest  practical  statesmen  in  Enj^d.  Tt  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  the  great  work  of  Adam 
Smith  having  appeared  in  1776,  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  very  next  year,  passed 
a  law  prohibiting  all  bankers  from  issuing  notes 
nnder  the  denomination  of  five  ponnda.  This 
continued  to  be  the  IwislatiTe  policy  of  that 
country  till  the  memorable  year  of  1797,  when, 
in  ooDseqnence  of  &e  ezigeDoles  and  embanasa- 
mmtB  of  that  tremendons  conflict,  growing  out 
of  the  EVench  reTOlatJon,  which  desolated  and 
oonvnlsed  Earope  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
ttie  Bank  of  En^and,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Gorenunent,  suspended  specie  payments ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  resorted  to  an  issue  of  ono- 
ponnd  and  two-pound  notes.  As  soon,  bow- 
ever,  as  the  war  was  at  an  end,  and  the  country 
was  m  a  situation  to  admit  of  the  resnmption 
of  specie  payments  1^  the  bank,  the  enlight«n- 
ed  statesmen  of  England  recurred  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  all  notes  under  the  denomination 
d  five  pounds.  This  return  to  a  sound  policy, 
however,  was  not  aecnnpHsfaed,  nor  has  ft  beoi 
maintained,  without  eDcoantering  a  strenQoos 
and  persevering  opposititm. 

There  is  something  so  instmotive  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  reform  ^  the  currency  in  England, 
that  it  deserves  to  be  traced  snnewhat  more  in 
detul.  In  1819,  a  law  was  passed  directing  a 
complete  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  bank  in  three  years,  to  wit,  in  1822 ;  and 
at  the  same  time  it  was  enacted  that  in  two 
years  after,  to  wit,  in  1824,  all  small  notes  un- 
der the  denomination  of  five  pounds  should  be 
prohibited.  The  first  pntvision  wae  carried 
nUlj  into  effect  at  the  detignated  period ;  but 
anch  was  the  inflaenoe  oi  the  ocnntry  bankers, 
and  other  assodated  interests,  that^  Mfoie  the 
appointed  time  tor  tiie  soi^remcm  (tf  the  small 
notes  arrived,  the  latter  proviston  was  repealed, 
and  the  final  euppresrion  of  the  amalf  notes 
was  adioamed  to  1888,  the  year  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  England. 
But  the  great  commercial  coavalsion  of  1826, 
which  swept  banks,  merchants,  farmers,  every 
^ing,  before  it,  witti  the  destructive  ftary  of  a 
tornado,  soon  after  oconrred,  and  forcibly  ad- 
monished British  statesmen  of  the  necessity  of 
seeding  a  remedy — in  part,  at  least— in  a  more 
solid  constitQtion  of  their  curren<^.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  beginning  of  1826,  Lord  laverpool 
and  Mr.  Robinson,  the  one  the  firat  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  the  other  the  Obonoellor  of  the  Ex- 
^dieqner,  introdooed  and  carried  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  prohibition,  after  April,  1829,  of  all 
small  notes  nnder  the  denomination  of  five 
poandfl.  This  law  was  stontiy  and  zealonsly 
opposed  at  the  time  of  its  enactment,  and  re- 
peated attempts '  were  sobseqaently  made  to 
procure  its  repeal,  before  the  period  fixed  for 
its  operation.  But  these  efforts  were  happily 
lunavailing ;  and  the  doctrine  of  Adam  Smith, 
in  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  all  notes  under 
the  denomination  of  five  pounds,  re-established 
in  1629,  after  experiendiu;  tiie  bittw  fruits  of 
a  tamporaiy  departore  from  it,  may  now  be 
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considered  as  the  final  and  settled  policy  oi  the 
British  Government  It  has  received  the  sane* 
tion  and  support  of  her  ablest  statesmen— of 
Liverpool,  of  Peel,  of  Caoning,  of  Hnskisson,  of 
Brougham,  of  Wellington — all  of  whom,  npon 
the  fbllest  experience  uid  conrideration,  have, 
from  time  to  time,  borne  thdr  testimony  to  the 
valne  and  importance  of  this  reBtrii>- 
tion  upon  a  paper  oiroolation. 

And  what  has  been  the  result  in  praotioel 
to  give  to  tibe  people  of  England  virtaallj 
a  metallic  currency ;  for  gpld  and  aXver  form 
there  the  daily  habitual  medium  of  all  (urdinaty 
transactions.  A  bank  note,  except  on  specual 
occauons,  is  a  sort  of  phenomenon.  On  this 
point  we  have  precise  information.  It  appears, 
from  statistical  returns  referred  to  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons,  a  few  years  ago,  that  the  amount  of  gold 
then  in  circulation  was  twenty-two  millions  of 
pounds  sterling,  and  of  silver  eight  millions  of 
pounds  stwling.  I  do  not  speak  of  gold  and 
silver  locked  np  in  the  vaults  of  banks:  bat 
of  that  which  passes  doily  from  haml  to  hand, 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  bodnen.  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  instructive  pamphlet  on  the 
currency,  published  in  1880,  states  the  metallic 
oironlatitm  of  En^uid  at  precise^  the  same 
amount.  Allowing  nothing  for  any  augmenta- 
tion Binoe,  the  people  of  England  have,  then, 
an  actual  (urcnlating  medium  of  gcdd  and  inlver 
to  the  amount  of  atx>ut  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  (who,  donbtiess,  has  access  to  the 
most  antiientic  sources  of  information  on  the 
snlfject,)  in  hia  annual  report  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  states  the  whole  paper 
circulaticm  of  En^aud,  at  this  lime,  at  ooo 
hnndnd  and  fifty-two  miUiona  of  doUars.  We 
may,  therefore,  conclude  that  what  Hr.  Gallatin 
says,  in  the  pamphlet  tiios  j^ferred  to,  is  anb- 
stantially  correct — that,  "  by  the  suppresidon  ot 
all  notes  of  a  less  den(nnination  than  £5  iiexliag, 
the  amount  of  the  circulating  metallic  currency 
in  England  has  beoome  equal  to  that  of  bank 
notes  of  every  description."  One-half  of  the 
entire  circulation  consists  of  gold  and  silver, 
constantiy  pasung  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
performing  all  the  offices  of  exchange  m  the 
ordinary  business  of  life,  and  thus  forming,  in 
fact,  the  practical  onrrency  of  the  country.  It 
is  this  large  infusion  of  the  preoioos  metals 
which  has  preserved  the  currency  of  £n|dand, 
in  the  mun,  in  a  healthy  condition,  nnder  a 
system  of  banking  which  her  prime  minister 
iiimsel£  (Lo«d  lireipool,)  in  1636,  pronounced 
to  be,  m  other  respects,  "  the  most  insecnre^ 
the  most  rotten,  the  very  worst,  wiiioh  it  is 
possible  to  conceive." 

It  is  this  abnndaut  supply  of  the  precious 
metals,  fiUing  and  saturating  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  circalation,  which  I  deure  to  see 
brought  about  in  our  own  country.  That  ia 
the  end  to  be  aimed  at.  What  are  the  means 
by  which  it  is  to  be  accomplished  I  We  have 
seen  that  in  7g"g'^"'^  it  has  Iwen  aoownpliahed 
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If  &e  probibMon  of  all  bank  notes  of  a  less 
deoomlnation  than  £6.  Blmnar  means  will, 
donbtless,  accomplish  the  same  end  here ;  and, 
I  mast  add,  nothmc  else  will.  It  is  In  vain  to 
expect  to  bring  gold  and  silver  coins  into  cir- 
enlation,  without  a  previons  snppression  of  all 
notes  of  corresponding  denominatioiis.  The 
reason  is  obvioos.  If  there  exist  in  any  conntry 
two  dtatlnot  oorrenciea,  both  of  them  answer- 
ing eqtiallj  well  the  purposes  of  domestic  cir- 
ouatioa,  bat  one  of  them  possessing  only  a 
koal  valae,  oonfined  to  Ihe  oonntrj  of  its  ama- 
shMi,  wbfle  fhe  other  bas  a  universal  and 
equal  TBine  throoghoiit  the  wwld,  the  latter 
will  necessarily  go  abroad  into  tiie  commerce 
of  the  world,  in  qnest  of  the  riches  and  prodno- 
tktts  of  foreign  nadoDs,  leaving  the  former  at 
h<nne  to  perform  an  office  which  it  does  eqoally 
as  well,  tftongb  it  wonld  be  wholly  without  use 
or  valne  abroad.  The  total  incompatibility, 
therefore,  of  a  paper  and  metallio  currency  of 
the  same  denominations,  has  grown  into  an 
axiom.  Edmond  Bnrke,  (whose  sagacity  in 
qnestions  of  this  sort  is  well  known,)  at  the 
memorable  period  of  the  bill  brought  forward 
Mr.  Ktt  for  the  soapeosion  of  specie  pay- 
ments  by  the  Bank  of  £nglandf  in  179T,  in  a 
letter  imtten  dnriw  hia  last  iUneaa  to  Hr. 
Oannlng,  which  the  latter  ^oxttemsn  broof^t 
moat  toodiingly  to  the  notice  of  fhe  House  of 
Oommona,  in  a  debate  of  great  interest  and 
ioatmetioa,  on  this  whole  subject,  at  a  much 
more  recent  period.  (1826,)  used  these  memo- 
rable words:  "Tell  Ur.  Pitt  that,  if  be  consents 
to  the  iaene  of  one-pound  notes,  he  will  never 
see  a  gtdnea  again."  The  prophecy,  str,  became 
history.  No  one  aaw  a  guinea  In  drcnlation  in 
En^and  while  the  bank  oonliniied  the  Issne  of 
one-pound  notes. 

In  1828,  when  a  great  stm^le  again  took 
place  In  the  British  Parliament  on  the  final 
conaninmattonrfflieeflbrt  to  restore  a  metallic 
auTmoy,  there  ma  not  a  sin^e  distingmabed 
man  who  did  not  bear  bis  teaiimoiv^  to  the 
trtt&x  at  Hi.  Bnrke*8  axiom.  The  OhanoeDor 
of  the  Exchequer  said,  on  that  ocoaMon,  "  there 
was  a  natoral  antipathy  between  the  one-pound 
note  and  the  sovereign.  They  would  not  exist 
tt^ther,  for  the  note  soon  drove  the  sovereign 
out  ot  ob«nlation."  The  Dnke  of  Wellington, 
who  was  emmentty  a  practical  man,  and  spoke 
from  the  tCTohings  of  experience,  said  **the 
experience  of  the  last  few  years  had  proved  the 
trnth  ai  the  theoiy,  that  one-pound  notes  and 
gold  sovereigns  wmild  not  circulate  at  lite  same 
time,  if  you  are  to  have  gold  in  circulation, 
yon  cannot  Jiave  one-pound  notes."  Jlr.  Hns- 
kiseon,  whose  Itoriliarity  with  questions  of  this 
sort  was  the  resnit  of  profound  stodiea,  as  well 
as  matured  experience,  s^d,  still  more  p(^tod- 
ly,  "  when  the  paper  is  let  in,  the  gold  will  dis- 
wpear.  They  might  vote  the  money,  they 
in%ht  coin  i£  but  how  could  they  retain  it  in 
thecoimtiy?"  This  remark  ^lies  most  foroi- 
biy  to  onr  presmt  dtoation.  We  have  voted 
th»  metalHo  lun^,  wa  hare  oirfned  it,  bat  it 


win  not  cironlate.  Since  we  corrected,  by  law, 
the  under- valuation  of  the  gold  coins,  (but  litUe 
more  than  two  years  ago,)  the  qnantity  tit  g^i 
in  the  country,  according  to  the  Iste  uinaal 
report  of  the  Becrctary  of  the  Treasury,  baa 
increased  fifteen  millions.  We  have  coined  at 
our  own  mint,  within  that  time,  according  to 
the  same  authority,  ten  millions  of  gold.  But 
where  is  it?  In  liie  vaults  of  hanka,  or 
hoarded  by  individuals  I  and  we  shall  never  see 
it  in  circulation  until  we  have  opened  the 
ftv  it  by  a  previoua  mppression  of  t^e  smau 
notes.  If  we  mean  to  do  any  thing  praeAical 
and  effiaotaal  for  introdndng  a  more  general 
ebmilation  of  spede,  we  mnst  b^^  at  the 
right  end,  by  first  pntUng  down  the  small-note 
drenlatioo. 


Wxi»nBi>A.T,  January  11. 
Kr.  Kan  presented  ihe  credentials  of  Jobh 
H.^PBNOB,  elected  by  tiie  Lef^slatnre  <^  Mary- 
land a  Senator  from  that  State,  to  fill  the  place 
vacated  by  the  death  of  Hon.  B.  H.  Golds- 
vooffowBj  till  the  4th  <tf  Uaroh  next 

^Texa$  Ind^iendmee. 
Jb.  Wauesb  submitted  tiie  following  zeaidtt- 
tion,  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  for  00D:> 
sideratioa: 

Bttohed,  That  the  Bttte  of  Texas  having  estab- 
lished and  msiptolned  an  independent  Government, 
citable  of  performing  those  duties,  foreim  and 
domMti^  wUcfa  tpperUin  to  independent  Ooveru- 
toenta,  and  it  appearing  that  there  is  no  longer  any 
reasonable  praqieat  of  the  sueoessfol  piosaeBtkn  of 
the  war  by  Keidco  against  the  s^  ^tate,  It  is  ex- 
pedient and  proper,  andin  perfect  c<mfoRnit7  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  tlus  Government 
In  like  cases,  that  the  Independent  political  existence 
of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  Oovenment  of 
the  United  States." 


Tbcttoat,  Jamiary  IB. 
SlrpuTigin^  Se»(iluH<m. 

[The  resolution  and  the  preamble  were  the  same 
which  had  been  presented  at  the  previous  sesaon, 
and  whidi  it  is  tmnecesBary  to  repeat] 

The  resolution  and  preamble  having  been 
read,  Hr,  Bsntoit  said :  Mr.  President,  it  is  now 
near  three  years  since  the  resolve  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  which  it  is  my  present  motion 
to  expunge  fl*om  the  Journal.  At  the  moment 
tiiat  thia  resolve  was  adopted,  I  gave  notice  of 
my  intention  to  move  to  expunge  it ;  and  then 
expressed  my  confident  belief  fiiat  the  motion 
wonld  eventually  prev^.  That  expression  of 
confidence  was  not  an  ebnilition  of  vanity,  or 
a  presumptuous  calonlation,  intended  to  accel- 
erate the  event  It  affieoted  to  fwetelL  It  was 
not  a  vtHa  boast,  or  an  idle  assumption,  but 
was  the  result  of  a  deep  conviction  of  the  in- 
justice done  President  Jackson,  and  a  thoroni^ 
relianoe  upon  the  justice  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. I  Mt  that  the  President  had  been  wTOBff- 
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ed;  and  my  heart  told  me  that  this  wrong 
woold  be  redresaed.  The  event  proves  that  I 
was  not  mistaken.  The  qnesdou  of  expnnging 
this  resolntion  has  been  carried  to  the  p(>^^ 
and  their  deoision  has  been  had  upon  it.  ^ey 
decide  in  favor  of  the  expnrgation ;  and  their 
deoision  baa  been  both  made  and  manifested, 
and  oommnnicated  to  ns  in  a  great  varietj  of 
wajs.  A  great  nnmber  of  States  have  expneAj 
inatmoted  tbeir  Senators  to  vote  for  this  ex- 

Eargation,  A  verj  great  miMority  of  the  States 
ave  eleoted  Senators  and  BepTOSontatives  to 
Gongresa,  upon  the  express  ground  of  favoring 
this  expurgation.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  whioh  took  the  initiative  in  the  aoonsv 
Hon  afj^ainst  the  Prendcokt,  and  famished  the 
material  and  worked  the  machinery  whioh  was 
used  against  him,  and  which  was  then  so 
powerml  on  this  floor,  has  become  more  and 
more  odious  to  the  public  mind,  and  musters 
now  but  a  slender  phalanx  of  friends  in  tiie 
two  Hooses  of  Congress.  The  late  preddentiid 
election  famishes  twditional  evidence  of  public 
aentiment  The  candidate  who  was  the  friend 
of  Frerident  Jadcaixi,  the  vamoxiet  of  hia  ad- 
ministration, and  the  avowed  advocate  fbr  the 
expnrgation,  has  recdved  a  l8rg%mfriortt7  of 
the  suffrages  of  tiie  whole  Union,  and  tiiat  after 
an  express  declaration  of  his  sentiments  on 
this  precise  point  The  evidence  of  the  public 
will,  exhibited  in  all  these  forms,  is  too  mani- 
fest to  be  m^taken,  too  explicit  to  require  illus- 
tration, and  too  imperative  to  be  disregarded. 
Omitting  details  and  specifio  enumwation  of 
proofs,  f  refer  to  our  own  files  for  the  instruc- 
tions to  expunge — to  the  complexion  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  temper  of  the  people— to  the 
denationalized  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fate  of  the  imperious 
acooflU' — and  to  the  issue  of  the  pres£dential 
election  for  the  answer  of  the  Union.  All 
these  are  pregnant  proofb  ot  the  public  will ; 
and  the  last  pre-eminentiy  so — because  both 
the  question  of  the  expurgation  and  the  form 
of  the  process  were  directiy  put  in  issne  npon 
it.  A  representative  of  the  people  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky  formallj  intem^ted  a 
prominent  candidate  for  the  prendenCy  on  these 
points,  and  required  from  him  a  public  answer, 
for  tiie  information  of  the  public  mind.  The 
answer  was  given,  and  pnblished,  and  read  b; 
all  the  voters  before  the  election ;  and  I  deem 
it  right  to  refer  to  that  answer  in  this  jplace, 
not  only  as  evidence  of  the  points  pot  in  issue, 
bnt  also  for  the  poipose  of  doing  more  ample 
Justice  to  Fraddent  tTadcBon,  by  iooorporatrng 
into  the  l^ifllfltive  history  of  tlds  oaae  the  high 
and  hcnorable  testimony  In  hia  fliTtff  of  the 
eminent  dtlzen  who  has  Jtwt  been  exalted  to 
tiie  lofty  braon  of  the  Amnioaa  preaidenoy : 

"Tour  kat  qoeattoD  seeks  to  know  'my*  <njnim 
as  to  the  constltational  power  of  the  Senate  or  House 
of  BepresNitatlvee  to  expunge  or  obliterate  from 
the  jounials  the  proceedingB  of  a  previous  aemoa. 

*'  Ton  wni,  I  am  snre,  be  satMed,  npon  ftirlber 
eonddfltatlaii,  that  then  are  bnt  linr  qnotloBa  of  a 
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politiofil  character  le«  connected  with  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  or 
that  mi^t  not  with  eqoal  ptvpAtAj  be  put  by  an 
elector  to  a  candiiiate  for  that  station,  than  thin 
With  the  Jovmals  of  ndtbw  House  of  Congress  can 
he  properly  have  any  thing  to  do.  But  as  your 
question  has  doubtless  been  induced  by  the  pendency 
of  Colonel  Benton's  resolations  to  expunge  from 
the  ioumals  of  the  Senate  certain  other  resolutions 
toudiing  the  offidal  conduct  of  Preddent  Jackson, 
I  prefer  to  say  that  I  regard  the  passage  of  ColoDd 
Benton's  prewnble  and  resolutions  to  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  a  &ithM  and  graatiy  injured  puUio  ear 
rant,  not  only  oonatttntfonal  in  itself  but  imperioualy 
demanded  by  a  proper  req»ct  for  the  wdl-known 
will  of  the  pe<q4e.** 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  draw  violmt,  un- 
warranted, or  strained  inferences.  I  do  not 
assume  to  say  that  the  question  of  th^  expur- 
gation was  a  leading  or  a  controlling  point  in  the 
issue  of  this  election.  I  do  not  assume  to  say, 
or  insinuate,  that  every  individual,  and  every 
voter,  delivered  his  snfl&age  with  ref^euce  to 
this  questicm.  Doubtless  there  were  many 
exceptions.  BtiU,  the  triumphant  election  of 
the  candidate  who  had  exprased  himsdf  lathe 
terms  Jost  quoted,  and  who  was,  beddea,  the 
perscmal  and  p<ditioal  tAmi.  <rf  Frendent  Jat^- 
Bon,  and  the  avowed  spproTOT  of  his  adminia- 
tration,  must  be  admitted  to  a  place  among  the 
proofs  m  this  case,  and  ranked  among  the  lu^ 
ooncmring  evidences  of  the  poblio  sentiment 
in  favor  of  the  motion  which  I  make. 

Assuming,  then,  that  we  have  asoert^ned 
the  will  of  tiie  people  on  this  great  question, 
the  inquiry  presents  itseli^  how  far  the  erpres- 
sion  of  that  will  ought  to  be  condnnve  oi  oar 
action  here.  I  hold  that  it  ooght  to  be  binding 
and  obligatory  npon  ns ;  and  that,  not  only 
npon  the  principles  of  representative  govern- 
ment, which  require  obe^enoe  to  the  Jmown 
will  of  the  peoide,  but  also  in  otmfiDnnity  to 
the  prinoiplea  upon  which  tiie  prooeealng 
against  Frmdent  Jaolcflfm  was  condnctedf  nhm. 
the  sentence  against  him  was  adopted.  Thw, 
every  thing  was  done  with  fecial  reference  to 
the  will  of  the  people.  Thar  impuld(m  was 
assumed  to  be  tne  sole  motive  to  action,  aad 
to  them  the  ultimate  verdict  was  expreedy 
referred.  The  whole  machinery  of  alarm  and 
pressure,  every  engine  of  politick  and  moneyed 
power,  was  pat  in  motion,  and  worked  for 
many  months,  to  excite  the  peopft  ag^nst  the 
President,  and  to  stir  up  meetings,  memorials, 

Setitions,  travelling  committees,  and  distress 
epntations,  against  him ;  and  each  symptom 
of  popular  discontent  was  haUed  as  an  eriwnoe 
of  pobUb  will,  and  quoted  here  as  jutraf  that 
the  people  demanded  tiie  condeniiiatiaa  ot  tiw 
Prestdent  Not  only  legislative  aasembliea, 
and  memorials  from  large  assemblies,  were  tiien 
produced  here  as  evidence  of  public  opinion, 
but  the  petitions  of  boya  under  age,  the  re- 
monstrances of  a  few  signers,  and  the  results  of 
the  most  inoonsiderable  elections,  were  osten- 
tationsly  paraded  and  magnified  as  the  evidenoe 
I  ArtibeeoraelgnwiUof  oaroautitnaatik  Hhu, 
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tir,  the  pnblio  Toioe  was  every  thing,  while  that 
voice  partiallj  obttuned  tiirongU  politick  and 
peonnUiry  machinations,  was  adverse  to  the 
Wuident.  Then,  the  poptdar  will  was  the 
shrine  at  which  all  worshipped.  Kow,  when 
that  will  is  reenlarly,  soberly,  repeatedly,  and 
almost  nniversuly,  expressed  through  the  ballot- 
boxoa,  at  the  various  elections,  and  tarns  ont 
to  be  in  &Tor  of  the  President^  certunly  no 
one  can  disr^^ard  it,  nor  otherwise  look  at  it 
than  as  the  tolonn  verdiot  of  the  competeot 
and  ultimate  tribonki,  npon  an  issue  £EurIy  made 
lip,  folly  argued,  and  duly  sabmitted  for  decis- 
ion. As  such  verdict,  I  receive  it.  As  the 
deliberate  verdict  of  the  sovereign  people,  I  bow 
to  it  I  am  content.  I  do  not  mean  to  reopen 
the  case,  nor  to  recommence  the  argument.  I 
leave  that  work  to  others,  if  any  others  choose 
to  perform  it  For  myself,  I  am  content ;  and, 
dispenang  with  farther  argoment,  I  shall  call 
for  judgment,  and  ask  to  have  execution  done 
upon  that  unht^ipy  Jooinal,  which  the  verdict 
milliOQs  of  freemen  finds  guilfy  of  bearing 
on  its  fioe  an  untrue,  illegal,  and  unconstitu- 
timal  aentmce  of  oondcannation  agaiDflt  the 
^^roved  Preslduit  of  the  republio. 

Bnt^  while  deeUning  to  reopen  the  argument 
of  this  qtiestirai,  and  refiling  to  tread  over 
agun  the  eroimd  already  traversed,  there  is 
another  and  a  Afferent  task  to  perform ;  one 
which  the  wproaching  termioation  of  President 
Jackson's  administration  makes  peculiarly  prop- 
er at  this  time,  and  which  it  is  my  privdege, 
and  perhiyw  my  duty,  to  ezecnte,  as  being  ue 
saitable  condosion  to  the  arduous  oont^  in 
which  we  have  been  so  long  engaged :  I  allude 
to  Uie  general  tenor  of  his  administration,  and 
to  its  miect,  for  good  or  for  evil,  upon  the  con- 
dition of  his  country.  Hiis  is  the  proper  time  for 
BOoh  a  view  to  betaken.  The  poUtioil  existence 
of  this  great  man  now  draws  to  a  dose.  In 
litde  more  th«i  forty  days  he  ceases  to  be  a 
pubfio  character.  la  a  few  brief  weeks  he 
ceases  to  be  an  object  of  political  hope  to  any, 
and  should  oease  to  be  an  olgect  of  jwlitical  hate, 
or  envy,  to  alL  Whatever  of  motive  the  servile 
and  time-serving  might  have  fonnd  in  his  exalted 
station  for  rai^ng  the  altar  of  adulation,  and 
burning  the  incense  of  praise  before  him,  that 
motive  can  no  longer  exist  The  dispenser 
of  the  patronage  of  an  empire— the  chief  of 
this  great  c<xifoaeracy  of  States — is  soon  to  be 
a  private  intUvidoal,  stripped  of  aQ  power  to 
reward  or  to  punish.  His  own  thouj^te^  as  he 
has  shown  ns  in  the  o«idii£ng  parwr^h  of 
fliat  message  which  is  to  be  the  Isst  of  its  kind 
tliat  we  shall  ever  receive  from  Mm,  are  direct- 
ed to  that  beloved  retirement  from  which  he 
was  drawn  by  the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen, 
and  to  which  he  now  looks  for  that  interval  of 
repose  which  age  and  infirmities  require.  Under 
these  drcumstaoces,  he  ceases  to  be  a  subject 
for  the  ebullition  of  the  passions,  and  passes 
into  A  character  for  the  contemplation  of  his- 
tory. Historically,  then,  shall  I  view  him ;  and, 
Uniting  this  Tieir  to  his  dvil  administratitm,  I 


demand  where  is  there  a  chief  magistrate  of 
whom  so  much  evil  has  been  predicted,  and 
from  whom  so  much  good  has  oome  f  Never 
has  any  man  entered  upon  the  chief  magistracy  •. 
of  a  country  under  sach  appalling  predictions 
of  ruin  and  woe  I  never  has  any  one  been  so' 
pursued  with  dir^ul  prognostications!  Never 
has  any  one  been  so  bewt  and  impeded  by  a 
powerfol  combination  ot  political  and  moneyed 
confederates  I  Never  has  any  (me  in  any  coun- 
try, where  tlie  administratimi  of  justuw  has 
risen  above  the  knife  or  the  bow-string,  been 
so  lawlessly  and  shamelessly  tried  ud  con- 
demned by  rivals  and  enemies,  without  hearing, 
without  defence,  without  the  forms  of  law  or 
justice  1  History  has  been  ransacked  to  find 
examples  of  tyrants  sufficiently  odious  to  illns- 
trato  nim  by  comparison.  Language  has  been 
tortured  to  find  epithets  sufficiently  strong  to 
paint  him  in  description.  Imagination  has 
been  exhausted  in  her  efforts  to  deck  him  with 
revolting  and  inhuman  attributes.  Tyrant 
despot,  usurper ;  destroyer  of  the  liberties  of 
his  country ;  rash,  ignorant,  imbecile ;  endan- 
gering the  public  peace  with  all  foreign  nations ; 
destroying  domestic  prosperity  at  home ;  ruin- 
ing all  industry,  all  commerce,  all  mano&eto- 
ries ;  annihilating  confidence  between  man  md 
man;  deliveringupthesta-eetscHf  populouscities 
to  grass  and  weeds,  and  the  whunres  of  com- 
mercial towns  to  the  encumbrance  of  decaying 
vessds,  depriving  labor  of  all  reward ;  depriving 
industry  of  all  employment ;  destroying  tne  cur- 
rency; planing  an  innocent  and  happy  people 
from  the  snmntit  of  felicity  to  the  depths  of 
misery,  want  and  devoir.  Such  is  the  fi^t  out- 
line, followed  up  by  actual  condemnation,  of  the 
u>palliiig  denunciations  daily  uttmd  against 
thu  one  man,  fr«n  Uie  nu»nait  he  became  an 
otgeot  of  p<uiticBl  oompetitum.  down  to  the 
concluding  m(»nent  of  his  poliooal  eristence. 

The  sacred  voice  of  inspiration  has  told  ns 
tiiat  there  is  a  time  for  all  things.  There  ow- 
t^nly  has  been  a  time  for  every  evil  that  human 
nature  admits  of  to  be  vatiduted  of  President 
Jackson's  administration ;  equally  certain,  the 
time  has  now  come  for  all  rational  and  well* 
disposed  people  to  compare  the  predictions  with 
the  fitcts,  and  to  ask  thmsdves  if  these  calami- 
tons  progncwtioations  have  been  verified  by 
events  ?  Have  we  peac^  or  war,  with  foreign 
nations  t  Oertainly,  we  have  peace  1  peace 
with  all  Hie  world  1  peace  with  all  its  benign, 
and  midtous,  and  beneficmt  influences  I  Are 
we  Teq>ected  or  deqdsed  abroad  I  Oertainlr 
the  American  name  never  was  more  honored 
throughout  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  than 
in  this  very  moment  Do  we  hear  of  indig- 
nity or  outrage  in  any  quarter  9  of  merohauts 
robbed  in  foreign  ports  ?  of  vessds  searched  on 
the  high  seas  ?  of  American  dtizens  impressed 
into  foreign  service  1  of  the  nationd  flag  in- 
sulted anywhere!  On  the  contrary,  we  see 
former  wrongs  repaired ;  no  new  ones  inflicted. 
France  pays  twenty-five  millions  of  francs  for 
spoliations  oormnitted  thirty  years  ago;  Naples 
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pajB  two  millioiu  oce  hundred  thouBand  daoats 
zor  wrongs  of  the  same  date ;  Denmark  pays 
six  bondred  and  fifty  thousand  rizdollars  for 
wrongs  done  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago ;  Spain 
engages  to  p^  twelve  millions  of  reals  velon 
fnr  injnxies  of  Sfteoi  years'  date ;  and  Pwtn- 
gal,  the  last  in  the  list  of  former  aggressors, 
admits  ha  liabi&ty,  and  mily  vuts  the  adjost- 
nont  ot  details  to  close  her  acooont  by  ade- 
quate indemnity.  So  far  from  war,  insult,  con- 
tempt, and  spoliation,  from  abroad,  this  de- 
nounced admmistration  has  been  the  season  of 
peace  and  good  will,  and  the  anspidoas  era  of 
uniTersal  reparation.  So  far  from  suffering 
iqjnry  at  the  bands  of  foreign  powers,  oar 
merchants  have  received  indemnities  for  all 
farmer  injuries.  It  has  been  the  day  of  ao- 
connting,  of  settlement,  and  of  retribation. 
The  long  list  of  arrearages,  extending  throagh 
fonr  snocesriTO  prerioos  administrations,  has 
been  closed  and  settled  up.  The  wroDAa  done 
to  commeroe  ibr  thirl7  years  back,  and  under 
•o  TOdBj  difEbrent  Frendents,  and  indemnities 
wifliheld  flrom  all^  have  been  repaired  and  pud 
oyer  under  the  beneficent  and  gjorions  admmis- 
tnti«i  <MF  Preddent  Jackson.  But  one  single 
instance  of  outrage  has  ocoarred.  and  that  at 
the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  by  a  piratical 
horde,  amenable  to  no  law  but  the  law  of 
force.  The  Ualays  of  Sumatra  committed  a 
robbery  and  massacre  upon  an  American  vessel. 
Wretches  I  they  did  not  then  know  that  Jack- 
son was  Premdent  of  the  United  States  I  and 
that  no  distance,  no  time,  no  idle  ceremonial 
of  treating  with  robbers  and  assasaina,  was  to 
hold  back  the  arm  of  justice,  OommodOTO 
Downea  went  out  Hb  cannon  and  his  bayo- 
nata  strock  the  oatiaws  In  their  den.  Tbej 
pdd  in  terror  and  in  blood  for  the  outrage  whidfi 
was  oommitted ;  and  the  great  lesson  was  taught 
to  these  distant  pirates — to  onr  antipodes  tbem- 
selves — that  not  even  the  entire  diameter  of 
tills  globe  could  protect  them!  and  that  the 
name  of  American  citizen,  like  that  of  Roman 
citizen  in  the  great  days  of  the  republic  and 
of  tiie  empire,  was  to  be  the  inviolable  pass- 
port of  all  that  wore  it  tiiroog^out  the  whole 
extent  of  the  habitable  world. 

At  home  the  most  grati^in^  picture  presents 
itself  to  the  view :  the  pubUo  debt  psid  off; 
tans  redooed  ona-luSf ;  the  completion  of  the 
pnUio  defences  imtemattcsllyocHnmeneed;  the 
compact  with  Georgia,  uncomidied  witii  dnce 
1808,  now  carried  into  effiM^and  her  soil  ready 
to  be  fkeed,  as  her  Jurisdiction  has  been  deUv- 
ered  from  the  presence  and  incumbrance  of  an 
Indian  popalation;  Husisappi  and  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  niinola,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  in  a 
word,  aU  the  States  incumbered  with  an  Indian 
populatitm,  have  been  relieved  from  that  in- 
cumbrance; and  the  Indians  themselves  have 
been  toanafened  to  new  and  permanent  homes, 
every  way  better  adapted  to  the  eqjoyment  of 
their  existenoe,  the  preservation  of  their  nghts, 
and  the  inq^roTQiiMni  of  their  oouditifHL 
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The  currency  is  not  ruined  I  On  the  con- 
trary, seventy-five  millions  of  specie  in  the 
coimtry  is  a  spectacle  never  seen  before,  and  is 
the  hsrrier  m  the  people  agunst  the  designs 
of  any  banks  which  may  attempt  to  suspend 
paymenta,  and  to  force  a  AshraiOTed  pqMr  cor- 
renoy  npon  the  communis.  These  seventy-fivo 
millions  are  the  seouri^  of  the  pe<^le  against 
the  dangers  of  a  depreciated  and  iuoanvertible 
paper  money.  Gold,  after  a  disappearance  of 
thirty  years,  is  restored  to  our  ooontry.  AH 
Europe  beholds  with  admiraticm  the  socceaa 
of  our  efforts,  in  three  years,  to  supply  our- 
selves with  the  currency  which  onr  constitution 
guarantees,  and  which  the  example  of  France 
and  Holland  shows  to  be  so  easily  attunable, 
and  of  such  incalculable  valne  to  industry, 
morals,  econono'')  &nd  solid  wealth.  The  snc- 
cess  of  these  efforts  is  styled^  in  the  best  Lon- 
don papers^  not  merely  a  reformation,  but  a 
revolution,  in  the  ourrem^l  a  revolution  by 
which  onr  America  is  now  regaining  from 
Europe  the  gold  and  silver  which  she  has  been 
sending  to  uem  for  tibirty  years  past. 

Domestic  industry  is  not  paralyzed,  confi- 
dence is  not  destroyeid,  factories  are  not  st(n>ped. 
workmen  are  not  mendicants  for  bread  and 
employment,  credit  is  not  extinguished,  prices 
have  not  sunk  grass  is  not  growing  in  the 
streets  of  populous  cities,  the  wharves  are  not 
lumbered  with  decaying  vessels,  columns  of 
corses,  rising  from  the  bosoms  of  a  rained  and 
agonized  people,  are  not  ascending  to  heaven 
aguiist  the  destroyer  of  a  nation^s  felicity  and 
prosperity.  On  the  coatrary,  the  reverse  of 
all  tnis  is  troel  and  true  to  a  degree  that 
astonishes  and  bewilders  the  senses.  I  know 
that  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters;  that  tiiera  is  a 
diflbroice  between  a  specious  and  a  solid  pros- 
perity. I  know  that  a  part  of  the  present  pros- 
perity is  apparent  only,  the  effect  of  an  Increase 
of  fifty  millions  of  paper  money  forced  into 
circuhi^on  by  one  thousand  hanks ;  but,  after 
making  due  allowance  for  this  fictitious  and 
dduaive  excess,  the  real  prosperity  of  the 
country  is  still  unprecodenuy  and  transoend- 
ently  great.  I  know  that  every  flow  must  be 
followed  by  its  ebb,  that  evei7  expansion  must 
be  followed  by  its  contraction.  Iknow  that  a 
revulsion  in  the  paper  system  is  inevitable ;  but 
I  know,  also,  that  these  sevenW-five  nuUions 
of  gdd  and  silver  Is  the  bulwark  of  the  coun- 
try, and  win  enable  evwy  honest  hank  to  meet 
its  liabilities,  and  every  prudent  dtizen  to  take 
care  of  himself. 

Turning  to  some  points  in  the  dvil  adminis- 
tration of  President  Jackson,  and  how  much 
do  we  not  find  to  admire  1  The  great  cause 
of  the  constitution  has  been  vindicated  from  an 
impntation  of  more  than  forty  years'  daration. 
He  has  demonstrated,  by  the  fact  itself,  that  a 
national  bank  is  not  "  necessary  "  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in 
that  demonstration  he  has  upset  the  argument 
of  General  Hamilton,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Oourt  ot  tlw  United  Statesi  and  all 
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tbat  ever  lias  been  Bdd  in  &Tor  of  the  oonsti- 
tntionality  of  a  national  bank.  All  this  argn- 
jncnt  and  decision  rested  upon  the  nngle  a»- 
samption  of  the  "  necesaitj  "  of  that  iiutitntlon 
to  the  Federal  Government.  He  has  shown  it 
ia  not  "necessary;"  tbat  the  onrrency  of  the 
constitalioD,  and  e^cially  a  gold  enrrency,  is 
All  that  the  Federal  OoTenunent  wants;,  and 
that  ahe  can  get  that  whenever  she  pleases. 
In  this  single  act  he  has  vindicated  the  consti- 
tation  from  an  ni^ust  impntation,  and  knocked 
from  under  the  decision  of  tiie  Supreme  Conrt 
the  assumed  Ibct  on  which  it  rested.  He  has 
prepared  the  way  for  the  reversal  of  that  deci- 
sion ;  and  it  is  a  question  for  lawyers  to  answer, 
whether  the  case  is  not  ripe  for  the  application 
of  that  writ  of  most  remedial  nature,  as  Lord 
Coke  calls  it,  and  which  was  invented  lest  in 
any  case  there  should  be  an  oppressive  defect 
of  jiwtice — the  renerahle  writ  of  audita  que- 
rela d^endentit — to  ascertain  the  tmth  of  a 
tut  happening  since  the  judgment,  and  upon 
tiie  dne  finding  of  which  tiie  judgment  will  he 
Tacated.  Let  the  lawyers  bnng  th^r  books, 
and  answer  ns  if  there  is  not  a  case  hero  pre- 
sented  for  the  application  of  that  andent  and 
most  remedial  writ. 

From  President  Jackson  the  country  has 
first  learned  the  tme  theory  and  practical  intent 
of  the  constitntion,  in  givmg  to  the  Executive 
a  qualified  negative  on  the  le^8la:tive  power  of 
Congress.  Far  ftom  being  an  odioas,  danger- 
oas,  or  kingly  prerogative,  uiis  power,  as  vested 
in  the  I^i^ident,  is  nothing  but  a  qualified  copy 
of  the  famous  veto  power  rested  in  the  biibuMs 
of  the  people  among  the  Bomans,  and  intended 
to  so^end  the  passage  (tf  &  law  until  the  people 
themselves  should  have  time  to  consider  it. 
The  qualified  veto  of  the  Prerident  destroys 
nothing ;  It  only  delays  the  passa^  of  a  law, 
and  refers  it  to  the  people  for  their  considera- 
tion and  decision.  It  is  the  reference  of  the 
law,  not  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  or  of  the 
whole  House,  but  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Union.  It  ia  a  reconunitment  of  the 
bill  to  tiie  people,  for  them  to  examine  and 
consider ;  and  if,  upon  this  examination,  they 
are  content  to  pass  it,  it  will  pass  at  the  next 
aessioQ.  The  delay  of  afew  months  ia  the  only 
efi'ect  of  a  veto  in  a  case  where  the  people  shall 
ultimately  approve  a  law ;  where  they  do  not 
approve  it,  uie  iaterpo^dtitm  of  the  veto  is  the 
barrier  which  saves  them  the  infliction  of  a 
law,  tiie  repeal  <^  which  might  afterwards  be 
almost  impossible.  The  quuified  negative  is, 
tiierefore,  a  benefloent  power,  intended,  as 
General  Hamilton  expressly  declares  in  the 
Federalist,  to  protect,  first,  the  executive  depart- 
ment from  the  encroachments  of  the  legislative 
department;  and,  secondly,  to  preserve  the 
people  from  hasty,  dangerous,  or  criminal  legis- 
lation on  the  part  (a  their  representatives. 
This  is  the  design  and  intention  of  the  veto 
power;  and  the  fsar  enresHd  by  Qmeral 
HamQton  vaa,  that  Frendoit^  ao  fiv  from 
cxerdnng  it  too  often,  woidd  not  ezendie  it 
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as  often  as  the  safety  of  the  people  required ; 
they  might  lack  the  moral  coura^  to  stake 
themselves  in  opposition  to  a  favonte  measure 
of  the  minority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  thus  deprive  the  pe<^le,  in  many 
uutauoea,  of  their  right  to  pass  upm  a  mSL 
before  it  beotmMi  a  inal  law.  The  oiBes  in 
videh  President  JadcMHi  has  exOTdsed  the  veto 
power  has  shown  the  aoondueas  (riT  these  obeer- 
vationa.  No  ordinary  Present  wot^  have 
staked  himself  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
188S.  It  required  President  Jadcson  to  con- 
front that  power — to  stem  that  torrent — to  st^ 
the  pr<^;ress  of  that  charter,  and  to  refer  it  to 
the  people  for  their  deci^<m.   His  moral  oour- 

rwas  equal  to  the  crlda.  He  arrested  the 
rter  notil  it  oould  go  to  the  people,  and 
they  have  arrested  it  forever.  Had  he  not 
done  so,  the  charter  Tonld  have  become  law, 
and  its  repeal  almost  impoariUe.  The  pec^ 
of  tiie  whole  Vmaa  wonld  how  have  hesii  in 
the  ooDditimi  the  pet^le  of  PeminriTimiai 
bestrode  hy  the  numstw,  m  daily  ooniuct  vitih 
him,  and  maiatainipg  a  doubtM  ocmtest  Inr 
supremacy  between  the  Government  of  a  &»te 
and  the  directory  of  a  m<meyed  corporation. 

To  detail  spedfic  acts  which  adorn  tibe  ad- 
nunistratioit  of  Preeidoit  Jackson,  and  illustrate 
the  intuitive  sagacity  of  his  intellect,  the  firm- 
ness of  his  mind,  hia  disregard  of  personal 
popularity,  and  his  «itire  devotion  to  the  pubUo 
good,  would  be  inconsistent  with  this  rapid 
sket<ui,  intended  merely  to  present  gea^eal 
views,  and  not  to  detail  dngle  actions,  howso- 
ever  worthy  they  may  be  of  a  splendid  page 
in  the  volume  m  history.  But  hoir  can  we 
pass  over  the  great  measure  of  the  removal  <tf 
the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  the  auiaimn  of  1888  ?  that  wise,  faeroio^ 
and  masterly  measure  of  prevention,  which  h$a 
rescued  an  empire  from  tne  fangs  of  a  merciless^ 
revengefol,  greedy^  insatiate,  implacable,  mon- 
eyed power  t  It  IS  a  remark  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  the  philoeophio  observation  of  my 
most  esteemed  colleague  and  friend,  (polntiog 
to  Dr.  Limr,)  that^  while  it  requires  &r  greater 
talent  to  foresee  an  evil  before  it  hef>pena,  ud 
to  arrest  it  by  precautionary  measures,  than  it 
requires  to  apply  an  adequate  remedy  to  the 
same  evil  after  it  baa  hMipened,  yet  the  i^planaa 
bestowed  by  the  world  Is  always  greatest  in  the 
latter  case.  Of  this  the  removal  of  the  publio 
moneys  firom  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  ia 
an  eminent  instance.  The  veto  of  1882,  which 
arrested  tiie  charter  which  Congress  had  grant- 
ed, immediately  received  the  applause  and 
approbation  of  a  m^ority  of  the  Union;  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  which  prevented 
the  bank  from  forcing  a  re-charter,  was  dis- 
approved by  a  large  majority  of  the  country, 
and  even  o!  his  own  mends;  yet  the  veto 
would  have  befti  unavailing,  and  the  buk 
wonld  inevital^  have  been  rechartered,  if  the 
depodts  had  not  been  mnoved.  The  immense 
BDms  ofpnblio  mon^  lonoe  aooumnlated  would 
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have  enabled  the  bank,  if  ahe  had  retained  the 
poMMdon  of  it,  to  have  ooeroed  a  reaharter. 
Kothing  bat  the  removal  ooald  have  prevented 
her  from  extortiDg  a  reoharter  from  the  aaffer- 
ingB  and  terrom  of  the  people.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  that  measare,  the  previous  veto  voold 
have  been  unavailing  ;  the  bank  would  have 
been  aoain  ioatalled  in  power,  and  this  entire 
Fedend  Goremment  wonld  have  been  held  as 
an  appendage  to  that  bank,  and  administered 
aooor^ng  to  her  directions,  and  by  her  nomi- 
neea.  That  great  meaanre  of  prevention,  the 
removal  of  the  depofflt&  though  feebly  and 
fiiintly  supported  bj  friends  at  first,  has  expelled 
the  bank  from  the  field,  and  driven  her  into 
abeyanoe  under  a  State  charter.  She  is  not 
dead,  but,  holding  her  omital  and  atockht^era 
togeuer  imder  a  State  charter,  she  has  taken 
a  pontion  to  watch  events,  and  to  profit  by 
tiiem.  The  n^yal  tiger  luia  gone  into  the 
jnn^  I  and,  cronofaed  on  his  belly,  he  awuts 
the  &vorable  moment  for  emerging  from  bis 
cover,  and  springing  on  the  body  of  the  unaos- 
pidoDS  traveller  1 

The  Treasury  order  for  exolnding  |wper  money 
from  the  land  offices  is  another  wise  measure, 
oH^nating  in  an  enlightened  forecast,  and  pre- 
venting graat  misohiefe.  The  Prendent  foresaw 
the  evm  of  suffering  a  thousand  streams  of  ptmer 
money,  issuinK  from  a  thousand  different  banks, 
to  diatduvge  themselvei  on  the  national  domain. 
He  fbreaaw  that,  if  these  currents  were  allowed 
to  run  their  course,  the  public  lands  would 
be  swept  awi^,  the  Treasury  would  be  filled 
•wUh  irredeenukble  pq>er,  a  vast  number  of 
banks  must  be  broken  by  tbeir  folly,  and  the 
cry  aet  up  that  nothing  bnt  a  national  baok 
coold  regulate  the  cnrrenoy.  He  stopped  the 
course  of  these  streams  of  paper,  ana,  in  so 
doing,  has  saved  the  country  from  a  great  ca- 
lami!^, and  excited  anew  the  machinatioDs  of 
those  whose  schemes  of  gain  and  mischief  have 
been  disappointed,  and  who  bad  counted  on  a 
new  edition  of  panic  and  pressure,  and  again 
salnting  Oongreas  with  the  old  story  of  confi- 
denoe  destroyed,  ourren<7'  ruined,  prosperity 
nntt>n«t><i^  nd  distrMs  produced,  the  tyr- 
amiy  of  one  man.  They  began  their  lugabrious 
■Mg;  but  ridicule  and  contempt  have  proved 
too  strong  fisr  money  and  insiuence ;  and  the 
panic  letter  of  tiie  ex- president  of  the  denation- 
alized bank,  after  limping  about  for  a  faw  days, 
has  shrunk  from  the  lash  of  public  Boom,  and 
diswpeared  from  the  forum  of  public  debate. 

The  difficulty  with  France :  what  an  instance 
it  presents  of  the  superior  sagacity  of  President 
Jackson  over  all  the  commonplace  politicians 
who  beset  and  impede  his  administration  at 
homel  That  difficulty,  inflamed  and  af^ro- 
vated  by  domestic  faction,  wore,  at  one  time,  a 
portentous  a^ect;  the  diill,  firmness,  elevation 
of  pmpose,  a^  manly  frankness,  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Bvcrided  the  danger,  atoomplisbed  the 
object,  commanded  the  admiration  of  Europe, 
and  retained  the  Mendehip  oi  France.  He  coa- 
dooted  the  delicate  affair  to  a  soooeisfal  and 


mntiully  lumorable  issue.  All  is  amicaUy  and 
luqipily  terminated,  leaving  not  a  wound,  nor 
even  a  soar,  behind — Cleaving  the  Ftenohman 
and  American  on  the  ground  on  whidi  they 
have  stood  for  fifty  years,  and  shoold  forever 
stand ;  the  ground  of  friendahip,  respect,  good 
will,  and  mutual  wishes  for  the  hoa<Xf  hSpfir^ 
neea,  and  prosperity  of  each  otteeat. 

But  why  this  specification  I  So  benefioeut 
and  so  glorious  has  been  the  administration  <tf 
this  President,  that  where  to  begin,  and  where 
to  end,  in  the  enumeration  of  great  measares, 
would  be  the  embarrassment  al  him  who  has 
bis  eul<^  to  make.  He  came  into  office  the 
first  of  generals ;  he  goes  out  the  first  of  states- 
men. His  civil  oompetitora  have  shared  the 
tato  of  his  militaiy  amowata ;  and  'Waahing- 
tott  city  has  bem  to  the  American  politidans 
who  have  assailed  him,  what  New  Orleans  was 
to  the  British  generals  who  attacked  his  line*. 
Bepulsedl  driven  back!  discomfited!  crashed  I 
has  been  the  &te  of  all  assailants,  foreign  and 
domestic,  civil  and  military.  At  home  and 
abroad,  the  impress  of  bis  genios  and  of  hia 
character  is  felt  He  has  impressed  upon  the 
a^  in  which  he  lives  the  stamp  of  bia  arms,  of 
his  diplomacy,  and  of  hia  domestic  policy.  In 
a  word,  so  transcendent  have  been  the  merits 
of  his  administration,  that  they  have  operated 
a  miracle  upon  the  minds  of  his  most  inveterate 
opponents.  He  has  expunged  their  objections 
to  military  chieftains  I  He  has  shown  tiiem 
tiiat  they  were  xntstaken;  that  military  moi 
ware  not  the  dangeroua  rulers  they  had  im- 
agined, but  safe  and  prosperous  eonduotoia  of 
the  vessel  of  state.  He  has  changed  their  fear 
into  love.  With  visible  signs  they  admit  their 
error,  and,  instead  of  deprecating:  they  now 
invoke  the  reign  of  cbiefttuns.  They  labored 
hard  to  procure  a  military  successor  to  the 
present  incumbent ;  and  if  their  love  goes  on 
mcreaeing  at  the  same  rate,  the  republic  may 
be  put  to  the  expense  of  periodical  wars,  to 
breed  a  perpetual  succession  of  these  chieftains 
to  rule  over  them  and  their  posterity  ftu-ever. 

To  drop  this  irony,  whidi  the  inconsistency 
of  mad  <^ponentB  Iub  provoked,  and  to  return 
to  the  xdain  delinec^ions  of  historical  painting 
the  mind  insttnctivelj  dwells  on  the  vast  and 
unprecedented  popmarity  at  tfais  Pre^wt. 
Great  is  the  influence,  great  the  power,  ^nater 
than  any  m^  ever  before  possessed  m  our 
America,  which  be  has  acquired  over  the  pub- 
lic mind.  And  how  has  he  acquired  it  ?  Not 
by  the  arts  of  intrigue,  or  the  juggling  tricks 
of  diplomacy ;  not  by  undermining  rivals,  or 
sacrificing  public  interests  for  the  gratification 
of  classes  or  individuals.  But  he  has  acquired 
it,  first,  by  the  exercise  of  an  intuitive  sagaci^ 
which,  leaving  all  book  learning  at  an  immeas- 
urable distance  behind,  has  always  enabled  him 
to  adopt  the  ri^t  remedy,  at  um  right  timoi 
and  to  conquer  socmest  when  the  men  at  forms 
and  office  tnonght  him  most  near  to  ruin  and 
despair.  Kext,  by  a  moral  courage  which  knew 
no  fear  whw,  the  pnbUo  good  bwkoned  him  to 
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CO  OD.  Last,  and  dueAst,  he  has  acquired  it 
hj  an  open  honestf  of  pmpose,  which  knew  no 
eoQcealments ;  br  a  sbiu^t-forwardneaa  of 
aetioa,  which  disdained  the  toma  of  office  and 
iba  arts  of  intrigue ;  bj  a  didntereetedneaa  of 
motlTe,  which  new  no  selfish  or  sordid  calca- 
lation;  s  derotednea  itf  patriotisnij  whiob 
staked  ever^  thing  persoDal  on  the  issne  of 
eTer7  meaaare  whicn  the  pnblio  welfare  re- 

auired  him  to  adopt.  By  uiese  qualities,  and 
lese  meana,  he  has  acquired  his  prodigious 
pf^ularity  and  his  transcendent  inflaeoce  over 
the  pnblio  mind;  and  if  there  are  any  who 
envy  that  inflnenoe  and  popolarity,  let  them 
envy,  also,  and  emulate,  if  they  can,  the  qoali- 
tiea  and  means  by  which  they  were  acquired. 

Great  has  been  the  opposition  to  IVendent 
Jackson's  adminiatration ;  greater,  perhwa,  than 
ever  has  been  exhibited  against  any  Govern- 
ment, diort  ci  aetoal  insnircotiw  and  fordble 
naistanoei  Bertdntloa  has  been  pro«daimedl 
and  evwy  thing  has  been  done  thatooold  be 
expected  to  prodnoe  revolution.  The  country 
has  been  alarmed,  agitated,  convulsed.  From 
the  Braiate  chamber  to  the  village  bar-room, 
from  one  end  of  the  oontonfflit  to  the  other,  de- 
nnneiatioD,  agitation,  excitement,  haa  been  the 
order  of  the  day.  For  eight  years  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  republio  has  stood  upon  a  volcano, 
vomiting  fire  and  flames  upon  him,  and  threat- 
ening the  ooontry  itself  with  ruin  and  desola- 
ticHi,  if  the  people  did  not  expel  tiie  nsurper, 
despot,  and  tyrantj  as  he  waa  caUed,  from  the 
bi^  place  to  which  the  aofflflgeaof  milUraia  of 
freonen  had  etevHted  him. 

Great  is  the  confidence  which  be  has  always 
rqNMed  in  the  disoemment  and  equity  of  the 
Amoican  people.  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
aee  him  for  many  years,  and  under  many  dis* 
oonr^ling  trials ;  bat  never  saw  him  donbt,  for 
an  instant,  the  ultimate  support  of  the  people. 
It  was  my  privily  to  see  nim  often,  and  dur- 
ing the  most  ^oomy  period  of  tiie  panic  con- 
spiracy, when  the  whole  earth  seemed  to  be  in 
commotion  agidnst  him,  and  when  many  friends 
were  faltering,  and  stout  hearts  were  quailing 
before  the  n^ng  storm  which  bank  machina- 
tioD,  and  senatorial  denundation,  had  coqjured 
up  to  overwhelm  him.  I  saw  liim  in  the  dark- 
eafc  moments  of  this  gloomy  period ;  snd  never 
did  I  aee  hia  confldenoe  in  the  ultimate  support 
of  his  fellow-dtizeos  fbrsake  him  for  an  instant. 
He  always  said  the  people  would  stand  by  those 
who  stand  by  them;,  and  nobly  have  they  justi- 
fied that  oonfidence  I  That  verdict,  the  voice 
of  millions,  which  now  demands  the  expurga- 
tion of  that  sentence  which  the  Senate  and  uie 
bank  ihaa  pronouDoM  upon  him,  is  the  mag- 
nificent respoDse  of  the  people's  hearts  to  the 
implicit  confidence  whidi  he  then  reposed  in 
tbem.  But  it  waa  not  In  the  people  only  that  he 
had  oonfidence ;  there  waa  anotlier,  and  a  Car 
h^ier  Power,  to  which  he  eonstantiy  looked 
to  save  Uie  country,  and  ita  defenders,  from 
ev«7  dansBT ;  and  rignat  events  prove  that  he 
^  uoi  loMC  to  tltat       Power  in  vain. 
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Sir,  I  think  it  right,  in  approaching  the  ter- 
mination of  this  ffieat  qnertion,  to  present  this 
faint  and  rapid  sketdi  of  the  brilliant,  benefi- 
cent, and  eloriona  adminiatratton  of  Pre^dent 
Jackson,  it  Is  not  Ibr  me  to  attempt  to  do  It 
Jnstioe ;  it  is  not  for  ordinary  men  to  attempt 
Its  history.  Hia  military  life,  respiendent  with 
daszling  events,  will  demand  the  pen  of  a  ner- 
vous writer;  ms  civil  administraticm,  replete 
-with  scenes  which  have  called  into  action  so 
many  and  such  various  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  and  which  has  given  to  native  sagacity 
so  many  victories  over  practised  politicians, 
will  require  the  profound,  luminous,  and  philo- 
sophies conceptions  of  a  Livy,  a  Plutarch,  or  a 
Bulust.  This  history  is  not  to  be  written  in 
our  day.  The  oontemporaries  of  such  events 
are  not  the  hands  to  describe  them.  Hme  must 
first  do  its  office— ^nst  silence  the  passions,  re- 
move the  actors^  develop  consequenoea,  and 
cancmize  all  that  is  sacred  .to  honor,  patiiotina, 
and  dory.  In  after  ages  tiie  historic  genius  of 
our  Ammca  ahaU  produce  the  writers  whioh 
the  snttject  demands-Hnen  far  removed  fron 
the  contests  of  this  day,  who  will  know  how  to 
estimate  this  great  epoch,  aod  how  to  acquire 
an  immcMTtality  for  their  own  names  by  paint- 
ing, with  a  maater's  hand,  the  immortal  eventa 
of  the  patriot  PrendMit's  life. 

And  now,  sir^  I  finish  the  task  whioli,  three 
years  ago,  I  imposed  on  myself.  BoliUury  and 
alone,  and  ami^  the  jeers  and  taunts  of  my 
opponents,  I  put  this  bail  in  motion.  The  peo- 

rle  have  taken  it  up,  and  rolled  it  forward,  and 
am  no  Icmger  any  thiiu;  bnt  a  unit  in  the  vast 
mass  whieh  now  pK^ek  it.  In  the  name  of 
that  masB  I  nnk.  Idemand  theewcntionof 
the  edict  oi  the  people ;  I  demand  the  exporea- 
tion  of  that  sentence  which  the  voice  of  a  raw 
Senators,  and  the  power  of  tik^  confederate, 
the  Bank  of  the  IJmted  States,  has  oaoaed  to  be 
placed  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  md  which 
the  voice  of  milUcma  of  fteemen  haa  ordered  to 
be  expunged  from  it 

Fbidat,  January  18. 

The  Ohair  presented  the  oredentiala  of 
Thomas  Clayton,  elected  s  Senator  frvm  Dela- 
ware, in  the  placd  of  tiie  Hon.  Jodn  U.  Out> 
TOH,  resigned. 

ExpuTvging  MuolutUm. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  eonitd- 
eration  of  the  special  order,  the  expunging  reso- 
lution of  Hr,  Bkhton. 
Mr.  Dana  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Hr.  President:  Having  so  recentiy  taken  a 
seat  in  this  chamber,  and  having  neither  incli- 
nation nor  skill  for  public  debate,  I  should  most 

fladly  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  this  subject ; 
ut,  nr,  the  dtlzena  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
connection  with  my  colleague,  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  take  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in 
this  question,  and  I  should  be  thought  remiss  in 
my  dni^,  and  regardleaa  ot  their  faelinga,  were 
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I  to  remain  sUent  upon  it  Maine,  dr,  is  at  one 
extremity  ai  the  Union,  in  a  high  latitude  and 
-  oold  oUmate ;  bnt,  sir,  ^  has  a  fertile  soil,  im- 
mense forests  of  timber,  with  her  thoosaad 
streams  to  bear  it  to  the  ocean;  aheisaborder 
State,  skirted  \tj  the  dnniidon  <tf  his  Britannic 
H^es^ ;  khe  n&B  a  large  tenitory  0t  Rhe  vas 
peimlttMi  to  e^joy  it)  and  a  boiindleBS  seaboard, 
udented  with  nmnberlesa  b«7s  and  harbora, 
filled  with  ship  yards,  ships,  and  commerce; 
tiieae  lead  her  citizens  to  an  interconrse  with 
tiie  subjects  of  their  royal  n^hbor,  and  by 
them  we  are  told  that  we  hare  no  Oovemment ; 
that  oar  "  King  is  deposed ; "  that  oar  Presi- 
dent has  been  tried  ana  condemned  by  oar  Ben- 
ate,  and  tiiat  soon  we  shall  come  under  the  do- 
minion of  their  king.  Howerer  ntitlfjring  this 
thought  may  be  to  some  in  our  Union,  it  has 
but  tew  advocates  with  us.  This  leads  the 
hardy,  iodos^os,  inquisitiTe  citizens  of  %the 
Eaat  to  inqnire,  what  has  onr  beloTed  Freddent 
d<Hie9  Ib  it  true  that  the  Senate  have  om- 
dunned  him?  Oan  it  be  that  he,  who  has  tri- 
nmphantlx  carried  u  tfaroiu^  so  many  perils, 
and  always  been  the  people's  friend,  has  be- 
trayed us  at  last  ?  Let  us  look  into  it ;  let  ns 
examine  the  salijecti  "With  thu  inqoiring 
spirit,  so  pecollar  to  the  people  of  the  North, 
my  constitueuts  will  he  satieited  with  nothing 
^ort  of  a  &ir  and  full  investigation  of  this  sno- 
Ject,  and  a  Just  and  imparti^  decirion  of  the 
same.  And  that  I  may  the  more  readily  come 
to  the  iurestigatlcm  of  it,  and  not  wander  from 
it,  I  ask  permission  to  have  the  resolution  of 
Uaroh  38, 18S4,  read  from  the  desk. 

This  nsalQli<ni  (in  these  w(nrda:  ^^Betohod, 
That  the  Prerident,  in  the  late  proceeding  in 
rdataon  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  on  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conf^red  by  the  con- 
ititnti<HL  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both  ") 
holds  up  the  Prendent  to  the  people  as  a  usuip- 
« ;  as  a  violatw  of  that  constitution  which  be 
has  sworn  to  support. 

Uy  first  inquiry,  Mr.  President,  is,  how  was 
this  resolution  passed  t  In  what  capacity  did 
this  honorable  Senate  act  when  they  passed  it? 
This  body  has  a  legislative  and  executive  char- 
aoto*,  and,  in  one  iostanoe,  and  in  one  alone,  a 
Judicial  character,  viz :  the  trying  of  impeach- 
meots.  Although  the  Senate  has  a  le^alative 
diaraoter,  yet  it  is  presumed  that  this  body 
ironld  not  act  in  that  capacity  only  on  subjects 
of  le^daticm.  And  this  surely  could  not  be 
soch ;  there  is  no  matter  on  which  lefpaiative 
action  oould  be  had.    If  the  President  was 

Eiilty  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
wB,  if  he  had  cfonraitted  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, no  legidation  would  reach  him ;  he 
must  be  tried  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws, 
as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  his  sopposea 
ofi'ence.  To  me  it  is  olear  that  this  honorable 
body  had  no  legpislative  jurisdiction  on  tbia  sub- 
ject. Did  they  then  act  in  their  executive  ca- 
pacity t  No,  sir;  for  their  records  show  no 
Bwdi  proceedings  in  the  exeootive  business. 
He  miut  have  been  tried,  then,  by  this  honors 
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able  Senate  in  their  Jndidal  capacity ;  and  this 
body  has  the  sole  power  to  by  all  ii^ctmenta 
given  it  by  the  consdtuticm,  and  when  sitting 
for  that  purpose,  In  their  judicial  character. 
The  rules  of  prooedure,  as  adopted  December 
81,  1804,  ia  tms  himorable  Senate,  to  be  ob* 
served  in  eases  of  impeachment,  require  "  that 
at  12  o'olook  of  ib»  dky  uipointed  fat  the  trial 
<rf  Qto  impeaohmoit,  the  legislative  and  exeen- 
tive  bofdneas  shall  be  suspended,"  and  the  See- 
retary  shall  then  administer  tiie  following  oath 
to  the  Freddent  of  the  Senate:  *' Ton  solunnlf 
swear  (or  afiBrm)  that  in  all  things  appertaining 
to  the  trial  of  the  impeaohment  of  — 
you  will  do  impartial  joslice,  according  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Btatra ;  and 
the  Prendent  shall  administer  the  sud  oath  to 
each  Senator  present."  This  oleariy  shows,  Ur. 
Prraident,  the  views  which  this  honorable  body 
had  heretofore  entertained  of  their  own  pow- 
ers, and  at  a  time,  too^  whan  they  vere  ootA 
and  dispasrionatCf  and  about  to  exerdse  thdr 
hi^  Jadioial  fiuwtions.  Here,  you' find  an 
important  ftutt,  that  the  Smate  never  did  ezer- 
cue  their  legislative  and  {ndidal  Amotions  at 
the  same  time;  they  are  distinct  In  their  na- 
tures, and  have  ever  hera  so  considered  by  this 
honorable  body,  and  so  exercised  by  them  until 
the  28th  of  Mu^h,  1884,  when,  for  some  par- 
pose,  of  which  I  will  not  now  speak,  for  the 
first  time,  (and  God  grant  that  it  may  be  for 
the  last,)  the  legislative  and  Jadicial  f^ncticms 
of  this  body,  contrary  to  their  own  rules^  of 
procedure,  uid  in  violation  of  the  constitatioUf 
were  exercised  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  a 
judidsl  sentence  is  dothed  in  l<»;i8lative  lan- 
guage. If  the  oljeot  was,  sir,  to  bring  a  bold 
cffeadie/r  to  JusUoe,  why  notporsue  the  legal 
and  constituuMial  oourset  Why  violate  bothi 
But  if  the  olyect  was  to  exhibit  the  President 
as  a  daring  usorper,  and  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  uie  people,  this  scheme,  tiits  project, 
woold  seem  to  have  been  the  most  probable  to 
accomplish  it.   But  it  has  failed,  totally  failed. 

Agam,  ur,  another  rule  of  this  body,  adopted 
at  the  same  time  as  the  former,  requires  thiBt  a 
summons  shall  be  issued  to  the  person  accused| 
which  summons  shall  be  signed  by  their  Secre- 
tary, sealed  with  their  seaL  and  served  by  the 
Sei^^eant-8t«rma,  This  rule  also  shows  cleariy 
that  this  hraion^  body  never  oontemidatea 
the  exercise  of  itiekr  l^slatiTe  and  Jndidal 
Amotions  at  the  same  time.  Then,  sir,  if  this 
porition  is  correct,  the  sentence  of  condemnap 
tion  contained  in  this  resolntioa  wss  a  Judicial 
act.  and  coidd  o^y  have  been  done  by  a  Jndi- 
dal  tribunaL 

Agun,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the  accnsed  to 
have  the  offence  with  which  be  is  charged 
oleariy  and  sabstantially  set  forth,  and  to  be 
duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial ;  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  appear  before  thia  au- 
gust tribunal,  hear  tile  allegations  and  pro<^ 
against  him,  and  confrmit  hu  aoousers,  noe  to 
f^se,  and  then  to  make  his  defence.  Now,  Hr. 
Presidenl^  let  me  ask,  when  the  Chief  Ib^is- 
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traia  of  tbia  nation  was  oondemned,  in  the  reso- 
lution proposed  to  be  expunged,  did  this  honor- 
ahle  body  saq>eDd  legislative  and  ezecntive 
bnsiDess  ?  Did  thej  organize  themselves  as  a 
jndioial  tribimal?  Did  the  President  of  the 
Senate  take  the  above  oath,  prescribed  by  the 
roles  of  this  honorable  body  t  Did  he  admin- 
irt«r  the  same  to  each  Sensior  jpresoit  t  Vas 
the  aooosed  ftuniahed  with  a  ftul  and  dear  de- 
soription  of  the  charges  brought  against  himV 
Vai  he  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial  I 
And  was  he  permitted  to  &ce  his  acc users  t 
If  not  t^en,  air,  permit  me  to  ask,  has  he  been 
tried  by  the  roles  presented  by  this  honorable 
bodyf  No,  sir;  he  has  been  tried  and  con- 
demned for  a  violation  of  the  oonsdtntitHi  and 
laws  of  his  ooontry,  which  he  bad  sworn  to 
support,  contrary  to  oar  own  roles — rules  which 
this  body  had  adopted  for  the  trial  of  such 
offenders  as  he  is  accosed  of  being. 

Hr.  President,  having  shown  that  the  Preu- 
dent  was  tried  and  conaemned  without  form,  I 
win  now  inqnire  if  be  has  been  tried  aooor^ng 
to  tlie  iHWiofms  of  the  oonstitalion  and  laws 
of  <mr  country.  what  oases,  let  me  ask,  can 
this  honcHable  Sraute  aot  in  ihtai  judicial  capa- 
city t  Let  the  constitution  answer :  "  The  Sen- 
ate shall  have  the  sole  power  to  lay  all  impeach- 
ments ; "  and  that  Inrtroment  conveys  to  this 
body  no  authority  to  try  only  in  cases  of  im- 
peaoliment.  Here  is  the  extent  of  our  power, 
and  here  is  onr  authority  limited.  Yea,  tAr,  we 
can  try  impeachments,  and  impeachments  only ; 
bat,  sir,  can  the  Senate  originate  impeadunents  i 
Ko,  sir,  they  cannot  The  constitotion  has  de- 
dared,  in  so  many  words,  that  "  the  Hoose  of 
Bepresentatives  uiall  hare  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment,"  Have  they  exercised  that 
twwer  ?  Have  fhey  accused  the  President  of 
"  assuming  on  himself  anthori^  and  power  not 
conferred  oy  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  in 
derogation  of  both  1 "  Have  they  impeached 
him  for  BO  doing  f  Where  is  the  evidence  <Xf 
it!  Have  they  notified  the  Senate  of  such  im- 
peachment! No,  they  have  not  done  it. 
The  impeaohing  power  has  never  aoted  in  this 
case.  They  have  not  accosed  the  Presidenf  of 
any  offence  whatever.  Where,  then,  sir,  I  ask, 
is  our  jorisdiction  ?  We  have  no  power  to  try, 
until  the  House — the  accosing  power — have 
impeached;  none  at  all,  not  the  shadow  of  any 
jurisdiction.  Can  it  sir,  that  without  even 
the  fbnns  inreBeribed  by  this  htmorable  body, 
without  an  impeaohment,  without  an  acousar 
tion  of  any  kino,  we  have  assumed  jnrisdiotion, 
tried,  and  condemned  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States  for  a  violation  of  the  constitntioa 
and  Unre  of  his  country  1  And  shall  this  reso- 
lution remdn  on  our  journals,  or  shall  it  be 
expunged  1  Can  this  be  done  I  Has  this  Ben- 
ate  a  right  to  do  it  ?  There  is  no  rule  of*  more 
geuerd  application  than  this.  The  power  which 
creates  can  destroy — ^the  power  whidi  can 
make  can  onmake — the  power  which  puts  up, 
can  put  down — and  why  dionld  not  tms  nue 
^^a«  well  toreenda  as  to  all  other  oaseat 
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unless,  sir,  it  should  he  a  record  of  vested  rights, 
about  which  we  have  recently  been  so  highly 
entertained ;  and  I  cannot  perceive  that  there 
are  any  vested  rights  oontamed  in  this  resolu- 
tion. I  think  the  accused  will  claim  none  in 
this  case. 

I  apprehend,  sir,  that  every  legislative,  eze^ 
vtive,  and  judicial  body  have  a  right  to  alter, 
strike  out,  insert,  erase,  correct,  and  amend, 
thdr  records.  It  is  an  inherent,  oo-ordinato 
power,  without  which  audi  bodies  ooold  not 
exist,  and  transact  thdr  business.  Is  there  a 
time  limited,  within  which  such  dterati<ms  aud 
amendments  shoold  be  made  f  If  so,  what  is 
the  time  ?  A  day  I  a  month  1  a  year !  In  the 
history  of  records,  no  such  linut  is  fixed.  I 
trost,  then,  sir,  such  dterations  may  be  made 
at  the  time  deemed  most  proper  by  the  body  to 
which  they  bdong.  I^  then,  dr,  soch  bodies 
have  their  records  under  their  own  control, 
why  may  they  not  erase,  blot  ont^  expunge,  at 
pleasure  t  Is  there  any  particular  form  or  man- 
ner in  which  this  shall  be  done  (  None.  Thm, 
sir,  if  there  is  no  partionlar  time  limited  for 
doing  this,  nor  any  mannw  prescribed  in  whidi 
it  must  be  dwie,  ue  time  when,  and  the  man- 
ner of  doing  it,  are  at  the  pleasure  of  the  bodies 
to  whom  the  records  bdong.  If,  then,  sir,  we 
have  the  power  to  expunge  this  resolotion,  is  it 
expedient  so  to  do! 

Hr.  Pbbston  next  arose  and  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows: 

Nothing  Ur.  Preddfflit,  (said  he,)  was  fartbw 
from  my  intention,  than  to  have  sdd  a  single 
word  on  this  subject.  Kor  do  I  now  propose 
to  discuss  it  That  has  been  done  so  folly  and 
elaborately  on  both  ddes,  that  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  the  aif;ument  I  fhoi^ht  I  should  not 
hare  edd  a  word,  bnt  I  fed  a  sort  cf  impoaat- 
bilit7  of  withholding  the  erpresdoQ  of  my  utter 
repugnance  to  this  javceeding.  If  we  had  not 
arrived  at  the  very  issue;  if  the  question  were 
not  ready  to  be  taken,  I  diould  have  retained  my 
seat,  for  I  have  long  been  endeavoring  to  school 
and  to  subdue  my  heart  down  to  this  sobmission. 
Doring  the  entire  coorse  of  events  which  has 
gradually  brought  my  mind  to  the  condodon 
tiiat  this  resolution  wodd  at  soma  time  pass,  I 
have  endeavored  to  discipline  my  feeli^s,  to 
oorb  and  restnttn  them,  and  bringdown  my  mind 
to  the  event,  so  that  when  at  last  the  said  mo- 
ment diodd  arrive,  I  might  meet  it  witii  a  be- 
coming  redgnaticm;  aodIdidsQpp<»ethatIbad 
miooeeded.  I  had  kmg  seat  the  growing  popu- 
larity of  tiiis  measure.  I  was  no  stranger  to 
the  arts  and  tiieindnsbr  by  which  the  pn^ress 
of  that  popdarity  had  been  stimdated  and 
urged  on  from  day  to  day.  I  well  knew  the 
power  and  the  popularity  of  the  Chief  Hagia- 
trate.  I  had  heard  of  his  own  persond  exer- 
tions to  promote  this  object.  I  saw  that  it  was 
resolved  opon  as  a  party  measure,  and  I  saw 
tiie  party  which  had  resolved  upon  it  rapidly 
and  triomphontiy  socceeding  throogboot  a  large 
part  the  nni<m.  These  things  owtdnly  are 
snffident  to  have  forewarned  me,  and  I  had 
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hoped,  aad  till  this  moment  believed,  that  the^ 
had  forearmed  me  also.  But  there  was  added 
to  all  these  tiie  still  less  eqniTOoal  evideikoe  aris- 
ing from  the  proceedings  of  several  of  the  State 
Legislatares.  Sir,  when  first  I  heard  that  a 
State  Legislature  had  instructed  her  Senators 
on  this  floor  to  vote  in  &Tor  of  thi»  thing,  it 
Btmok  me  viUt  inezpreanUe  aorroir  and  dis- 
vxKf.  But  when  I  mnn  Ume  to  time  beheld 
■nrions  other  State  LegialatiiTes,  actiiw  under : 
the  same  diotation,  or  at  least  mided  mto  the 
game  mistake,  sorrow  assmned  in  my  bosom 
the  complexion  i>t  despair.  Bat  there  was  still 
one  ingredient  to  be  added  to  this  cup,  t«  ren- 
der the  odions  draught  more  intolerably  bitter. 
I  ooold,  I  will  confess  it,  with  some  oompara^ 
tlve  degree  of  philosophy,  have  seen  certain 
States  of  this  confederacy  one  after  another  giv- 
ing away,  and  bringing  their  successive  sacrifices 
to  this  altar  of  executive  power.  I  could  have 
home  to  see  this  and  that  and  the  other  State 
prostrating  herself  and  (dding  in  the  general 
oon^iraoy  to  proetrate  the  Senate.  Bnt  when 
at  length  it  oame  to  pass  that  tiie  anotoit  and 

Eoweim  Commonwealth  of  Yimnia  was 
ronght  to  bow  her  venerable  locks  before  Ute 
footstool  of  power,'  forgot  her  post  history,  for- 
ffot  who  and  what  she  is  and  what  she  has 
been,  and  associated  heradf  in  a  combination 
like  tiliH,  how  shall  I  dennibe  to  you  my  feel- 
ings 1  As  a  politician,  I  might  have  been  mor- 
tified at  sach  a  spectacle ;  as  a  statesman,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  I  turned  from  It 
with  ^ame ;  but  as  a  native  of  Yirgioia,  I  de- 
plore, I  lament,  fh>m  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
that  she  too  has  joined  the  funeral  procession 
oi  the  constitution.  Sir,  I  was  proud  to  re- 
member her  in  her  proud  d^;  to  conrider  her 
■8  die  tmoe  was,  and  pwhaps  still  is—the  mother 
of  great  men ;  to  look  back  to  that  Inight,  that 
fanmortal  period  in  our  history  when  she  recall- 
ed her  children  from  these  halls  of  national  leg- 
islation into  her  own  Le^datnre,  there  to  vin- 
dicate the  rights  and  independence  of  the  State, 
and  to  reassert  the  violated  constitution  ^ginst 
the  usurpations  of  this  Gkyremment.  Then, 
indeed,  Vii^ia  preserved  tiiat  illustiious  char- 
acter which  bad  ascended  with  her  from  the 
BevolatioD.  Then  she  imt  herself  on  her  State 
rights,  and  on  the  popular  doctrines  of  her  free 
Government ;  and  all  who  witnessed  the  ani- 
mating sight  mnat  have  oondnded  that^  through- 
out her  existence,  she  woold  ever  continue  to 
vin^oate  and  to  perpetnate  the  doctrine  and 
the  spirit  of  Uberfy.  filr,  I  oooM  have  wished 
that  the  hmorable  sentlnnan  who  now  repre- 
aoits  that  distingnished  State  ooold  have  found 
in  his  own  mind  reasons  for  taking  a  different 
course  from  that  which  he  has  pursued  in  this 
matter.  With  the  powers  which  he  nnqnes- 
tionably  possesses,  with  his  liberal  education, 
and  large  experience,  and  especially  with  the 
good  fortune  of  growing  np  amidst  the  very 
men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  repablio, 
I  had  hoped  that  he  woold  have  invoked  the 
anoieat  ipixit  of  his  State,  and  woold  have 


added  the  suffrage  of  his  voice  to  save  the 
trembling  constitution,  about  to  be  immolated 
at  the  footstool  of  executive  power.  Bnt  it  was 
my  lot  to  be  disappointed ;  and  I  mourn,- frt)m 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  the  instruction  undw 
which  he  feels  himself  constrained  to  vote  for 
this  extraordinary  resolotion.  Where  are  the 
sedatenesa  the  gravity,  the  calm  and  cautious 
wisdom  of  MaSson?  Where  the  philosophio 
spirit,  the  enlarged  views,  and  popular  predilec- 
tions of  Jeffowmt  Wh«e  the  sturdy  repub- 
licanism q£  John  Taylor  f  Where  those  bright 
names  which  make  her  histoirl  They  are 
gone — gone — and  others  control  her  destiny. 
Sir,  I  lament,  I  mourn,  that  my  native  State 
shonld  have  lent  herself  and  the  remnant  of 
her  ^ory  to  promote  and  ^loss  over  this  pro- 
ceedmg.  I  take  consolation,  however,  mx. 
President,  that  there  is  one  State,  one  fr«e  and 
fearless  State,  which  has  kept  herself  aloof  from 
this  combination ;  whose  unbroken  spirit, 
whose  pride  and  honor,  demand  of  me,  her  rep- 
resentsave,  to  make,  as  I  now  do,  w  behalf  of 
Boalh  Oarolina,  her  pnUio  and  auemn  protefct 
against  this  open  ana  flagrant  violatiim  of  the 
coQstitatlon. 

Hr.  RtvBS  foOdwed,  and  addressed  the  Benite 
at  great  length  in  soppcnt  of  the  reetdntion. 
This  ^eeoh  was  never  reported. 

Mr.  MooBS  said  that  the  appropriate  sugges- 
tion with  which  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
(Ur.  KiLEs)  had  closed  his  speech,  brought  to 
his  mind  a  veiy  important  and  useful  amend- 
ment, the  propriety  of  which  he  had  no  doubt 
would  be  evident  and  obvious  to  that  Senator, 
and  he  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  its  adop-' 
tion  to  the  friends  of  this  black  line  resolntion, 
viz :  that  thia  record  of  the  Senate's  prooeed- 
inga,  made  and  pr«erved  by  tiie  requirements 
(tf  the  oonstitntion,  shall  he  destroyed  by  fire 
to  be  extracted  tcom  heaTen  by  means  tsf  a  son- 
glass.  For  this  he  believed  they  mi^^t  plead 
something  like  a  precedent  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  Geor^a.  He  thought  this  would 
complete  the  force. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said :  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  BiVEs)  says  that  the  argument  in  fa- 
vor of  this  expun^ng  resolution  has  not  been 
answered.  Sir,  there  are  some  questions  so 
phun  that  they  cannot  be  argued.  Nothing  can 
make  them  more  plain ;  and  this  is  one.  Ko 
one,  not  blinded  by  party  zeal,  can  possibly  be 
insnidble  that  the  measureproposed  is  a  vio- 
laticm  of  the  ocmsdtution.  line  constitution  le- 
quires  the  Senate  to  keep'a  Journal ;  this  reso- 
lutioo  goes  to  expunge  the  journal.  If  yoa 
may  expange  a  part,  you  may  expunge  the 
whole ;  and  if  it  is  expunged,  how  is  it  kept! 
The  constitution  says  the  journal  shall  be  kept ; 
this  resolution  says  it  shall  be  destroyed.  It 
does  the  very  thing  which  the  constitution  de- 
clares shall  not  be  done.  That  is  tiie  argnment, 
the  whole  argument.  "Iliere  is  none  other.  Talk 
of  precedents!  and  preoedenta  drawn  from  a 
foreign  country  9  They  don't  (^ply.  No,  dr. 
This  is  to  be  ^me^  not  m  oonaequenoe  <tf  wgoe- 
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ment,  bat  in  spite  of  ai^oment.  I  understand 
the  case.  I  know  perfectly  well  the  gentlemen 
have  no  libertj  to  vote  otherwise.  Thej  are 
coented  by  an  exterior  power.  They  try,  in- 
deed, to  comfort  their  conscience  by  saying 
that  it  is  the  will  of  the  people,  and  t2ie  vdoeof 
the  people.  It  is  no  sooh  uiii^.  "We  aH  know 
how  these  IfljpdatiTB  TetornshaTe  been  obtained. 
It  is  by  dictation  from  the  White  House.  The 
President  himself,  with  that  vast  mass  of  patron- 
age  which  he  wields,  end  the  thousand  expecta- 
bons  he  is  able  to  hold  np,  has  obt^ned  these 
Totesof  the  State  LefpslatnTes;  and  this,  forsootii, 
is  sud  to  be  the  voice  of  the  people.  The  voice 
of  the  people  I  Sir^  can  we  forget  the  scene  which 
was  exhibited  in  this  chamber  when  that  ex- 
ponging  resolution  was  first  introduced  here  ? 
Have  we  forgotten  the  universal  giving  way  of 
coosoience,  so  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
wsa  left  alone  ?  I  see  before  me  Senators  who 
could  not  swallow  that  resolution ;  and  has  its 
nature  changed  since  then?  Is  it  any  more 
eonstitutional  now  than  it  was  then!  Not  at 
aU.  Bat  executive  power  has  interposed.  Talk 
to  me  of  the  voice  of  the  people  t  No,  sir.  It 
is  the  combination  of  patronage  and  power  to 
oowce  this  body  into  a  gross  and  palpable  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  Some  mdividoals.  I 
perceive,  think  to  escape  through  the  particular 
form  in  which  this  act  is  to  be  perpetrated. 
They  tell  us  that  the  resolution  on  your  records 
is  not  to  be  expunged,  but  is  only  to  be  endors- 
ed *'  Eipnnged,"  Really,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
how  to  ar^e  against  such  contemptible  sophis- 
try. The  occasion  is  too  solemn  for  an  ail- 
ment <^  this  sort.  You  are  going  to  violate  the 
constitation,  and  you  get  rid  of  the  infamy  by 
a  falsehood.  Tou  yours^ves  say  that  the  reso- 
lution is  ezpnnged  by  your  order.  Yet  you  say 
it  is  not  expunged.  Yon  put  your  act  in  ex- 
press words.  You  reooru  it,  and  then  tnm 
round  and  deny  it. 

But  what  is  the  motive  ?  "What  is  the  pre- 
text for  this  enormity  ?  Why,  gentlemen  toll 
us  the  Senate  has  two  distinct  consciences — a 
legislative  conscience,  and  a  Judicial  conscience. 
Ab  a  legislative  body  we  have  decided  that  the 
President  has  violated  the  constitution.  But 
gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  is,  an  impeachable 
office  ;  and,  as  we  may  be  called  to  try  it  in 
our  jadidal  edacity,  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
press the  opinion.  I  need  not  diow  how  in- 
oonustent  snch  a  po^on  is  with  the  etemaL 
impraacriptible  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  and 
how  utterly  inconmstrat  it  is  with  precedents 
drawn  from  the  history  of  our  British  ancestors, 
where  the  same  liberty  of  speech  has  for  cen- 
tnries  been  enjoyed.  There  is  a  shorter 
more  direct  argnmeat  in  reply.  Gentlemen 
who  take  that  position  cannot,  according  to 
their  own  showing,  vote  for  this  resolution-; 
for  if  it  is  unconstitutional  for  us  to  record  a 
rcsolntion  of  condemnation,  because  we  may 
afterwards  be  called  to  try  the  case  ina  jndici^ 
o^tatuty,  then  it  is  equally  unoonstitational  for 
va  to  x«oord  m  resolnUon  of  aoquittsl:  If  it  is 


unconstitutional  for  tiie  Senate  to  declare  before 
a  trial  that  the  President  has  violated  the  con- 
stitution, it  is  equally  unconstitutional  to  de- 
clare before  a  trial  that  he  has  iiot  violated«tiie 
constitution.  The  same  principle  is  involved 
in  both.  Yet,  in  the  very  face  of  this  principle^ 
gentlemen  are  here  going  to  condemn  their 
own  act. 

But  why  do  I  waste  my  breath  t  I  know  it 

is  all  utteriy  vain.  The  day  is  gone ;  night  ap- 
proaches, and  night  is  suitable  to  the  dark  deed 
we  meditate.  There  is  a  sort  of  destiny  in  this 
thing.  The  act  must  be  performed ;  and  it  is 
an  act  which  will  tell  on  the  political  history 
of  this  country  forever.  Other  preceding  vio- 
lations of  the  constitution  (and  they  have  been 
many  and  great)  filled  my  bosom  with  indigna- 
tion, but  uiis  fills  it  only  with  grief.  Others 
were  done  in  the  heat  of  party.  Power  waa^ 
as  it  were,  compelled  to  support  itself  by  seiz- 
ing upon  new  instruments  of  infloeuce  and 
pfSronage ;  and  there  were  ambitions  and  able 
men  to  dix«ot  the  prooessL  Such  was  Uie 
ranoral  of  the  deposits,  whioh  the  Keddent 
SMzed  upon  by  a  new  and  unprecedented  aot 
arbitruy  power;  an  act  which  gave  him 
ample  means  of  rewarding  friends  and  pnnish- 
ing  enemies.  Something  may,  perhims,  be 
pitfdoned  to  liim  in  this  matter,  on  tiie  old 
apology  of  tyrants — the  plea  of  necessity.  Bat 
here  there  can  be  no  sncb  apology.  Here  no 
necessity  can  so  much  as  he  pretended.  This 
act  originates  in  pure,  unmixed,  personal  idol- 
atry. It  is  the  mcdancholy  evidence  of  a 
broken  spirit,  ready  to  bow  at  the  feet  of  pow- 
er. The  former  act  was  such  a  one  as  might 
have  been  perpetrated  in  the  days  of  Pompey 
orOssar;  but  an  act  like  tbiaeonld  never  have 
been  oonsummated  by  a  Soman  Senate  nntU  the 
times  of  Caligula  and  Hero. 

Mr.  OuLT  inquired  wbetiier  the  qnestioa 
involved  both  the  preamUe  and  the  resolntion. 

The  Ctean  taH  &  onbraoed  the  whole  sal^eot 
matter. 


SuDBDAT,  Jannary  14. 

2%e  I^ilie  LatuU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kmo,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  prohibiting  sales  the  pnblio  lands,  except 
to  actual  settiers  and  in  limited  qnantities,  as 
amended  by  the  Committee  on  Pnblio  Lands. 

Mr.  Wauob  s^d,  the  great  principle  contain- 
ed in  the  lull  now  under  consideration  was  to 
arrest  monopolies  of  the  pablic  luds,  and  limit 
the  sales  to  sOttiers  or  onltivators.  The  ad(^ 
tion  of  this  measure  would. have  a  material 
influence  apon  tbe  revenue  of  tbo  Government 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Before  in- 
vestigating the  details  of  the  bill,  it  would  be 
proper  to  examine  the  preliminary  question, 
whether  the  great  principle  upon  which  tiie 
bill  reposes  is  such  as  to  reconm[iend  it  to  the 
fitYwobto  o(mdderatioa  of  the  Amerioaa  Sowtflb 
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So  long  as  Congress  offers  for  sale  hnndreds  of 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  with  no  limitation 
Upon  the  extent  of  the  purchase,  vast  qnantities 
of  these  lands  mnst  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
capitalists,  thus  aumorized  and  invited  hy  the 
Government  to  make  the  purchase ;  and  when 
tibese  capitalists  confined  their  operations  to  the 
acquisition  of  lands  unoccupied  by  any  settler, 
it  was  clttirly  erroneous  to  denounce  such 
BpeeoIotioDS  daring  the  eoDtinnanoe  of  the  ex- 
isting system.  It  was  the  system  that  was 
wrong ;  sad  so  long  as  it  was  continued,  any 
denunciation  those  who  purchased  large 
bodies  of  the  unocciniied  public  lands  was  worse 
tiian  ridiculous.  Such  purchases  had  been 
made,  and  would  continue  to  be  made,  by 
many  respectable  citizens,  in  accordance  with 
the  invitatiou  of  the  Government;  and  any 
denunciation  of  such  purchases  would  only 
react  upon  the  Congress  which  adopted  the 
existing  system,  as  well  as  every  succeeding 
Congress  which  refuses  its  repeal  or'  modifica- 
tion. Bat  the  question  recurs,  does  this  system 
bert  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  American 
people  I  and  shall  we  oontmue  to  invite  and 
encourage  the  monopoly  of  the  pnblio  lands  by 
a  few  mdividuals,  or  so  amend  the  existing 
system  as  to  sell  the  public  lands  odIt  in  limit- 
ed quantities,  sufficient  for  fitrms  or  plantations, 
ma  thus  reserve  for  these  great  and  useful  pur- 
poses this  noble  public  domain  ?  Whether  these 
lands  shall  thus  be  reserved  for  sale  only  for 
settiement  or  cultivation,  or  whether  they  shall 
be  permitted  to  pass  into  the  bands  of  a  few 
individuals,  by  townships,  counties,  and  even 
entire  States,  in  a  dngle  year,  is  the  true 
question  which  we  must  determine. 

The  evils  of  the  existing  system  were  only 
fblly developed duringthe  past  year  and  that 
which  jveceded  it  By  the  Tetonu  from  the 
Laud  Office,  the  sales,  exdnrive  of  those  at 
Pontotoo,  MisMSsippi,  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  past  yesr,  amounted  to  $20,- 
068,480,  and  the  number  of  acres  sold  to  16,934,- 
4S0.  Thus,  upon  the  same  ratio,  the  sales  of 
the  year  1886  amounted  to  twenty  millions  of 
acres,  and  upwards  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars ;  and,  including  the  salea  at  Pontotoc,  to 
more  tiian  twenty-one  millions  of  acres,  and 
more  than  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  In 
a  single  year,  thus,  a  portion  of  the  public 
domain  has  been  sold,  nearly  equal  in  super- 
ficial extent  to  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  and  ex- 
ceeding the  superficies  of  five  New  EngUmd 
States,  containing  more  than  two  millionB  of 
people.  In  this  manner,  entire  States  are  swept 
in  a  dngle  year  Into  the  hands  ^  speculators, 
who  may  thna  exercise  a  greater  control  over 
the  destmy  of  these  States,  for  half  a  century 
to  come,  than  the  national  and  State  Le^^ 
tnres  combined.  Can  any  system  be  devised 
more  destructive  of  equal  rights  and  republican 
principles  i  In  vain  snail  we  have  struck  down 
the  feudal  system,  with  its  accompanying  re- 
lation of  lord  and  vassal,  if  we  create  and  con- 
tinue here  this  worse  than  feudal  vassalage, 


this  system  of  American  landlords,  engrossing 
millions  of  acres,  and  regulating  the  terms  of 
sale  or  settlement.  In  vam  shall  we  have 
abolished  the  system  of  primogeniture  and  en- 
tailments, as  calculated  to  create  landed  mo- 
nopolies, if  we  sustain  the  existing  policy,  by 
which  a  few  capitalists  may  engross  in  a  stcgle 
year  the  ownership  of  States,  and  control  tiie 
destiny  of  millions.  An  extent  of  territory 
equal  to  five  States  passing  in  a  single  year  in- 
to the  hands  of  speculators  t  must  not  this 
create  here  a  landed  aristocracy,  without  the 
titiCj  but  more  wealthy  and  powerfiil  than  the 
sinking  nobili^  of  England  f  It  will  estabBsh 
a  fourth  estate,  more  controUing  than  the  leg- 
islative, executive,  and  judicial  power.  It  wUl 
control  agriculture  and  its  products,  by  regulat- 
ing the  price  of  landed  property.  It  will  cer- 
tainly introduce  into  the  new  States  the  system 
of  landlord  and  tenant,  by  which  the  occupant 
will  not  be  the  owner  of  the  soil  he  cultivates, 
but  the  tributary  of  some  absentee  landlord,  who 
will,  in  the  shape  of  an  annual  rent,  reap  nearly 
oil  the  profits  of  the  labor  of  the  cultivator.  It 
will  establish  a  relation  of  abject  dependence 
on  ihe  one  hand,  and  tyrannical  power  on  the 
other.  It  will  impoverish  the  many,  and  enrich 
the  few.  It  will  create  a  war'of  capital  against 
labor,  of  the  producer  against  the  non-prodooer, 
of  the  cultivator  agtinst  the  peculator ;  a  war 
in  which  this  Government  wul  be  arrayed  on 
the  side  of  the  speculator,  enlarging  his  do- 
minion, increasing  his  power,  nnul,  in  a  few 
years  more,  he  will  acquire  a  complete  mo- 
nopoly, and  maintain  an  undisputed  empire, 
throughout  the  valley  of  the  Vest. 

There  can  be  no  greater  injury  to  any  coun- 
try than  the  monopoly  of  its  lands  by  a  few 
individuals;  thus  keeping  th<»e  lands  out  of 
the  hands  of  settiers  and  cultivators,  and  con- 
demning vast  regions  of  fatile  lands  to  remain 
for  years  waste  and  nnooltivated.  The  Wes^ 
for  many  years,  has  been  endeavoring  to  obtain 
from  Congress  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  J  but  the  continuation  of  the  exist- 
ing system  u  worse  than  a  refusal  to  reduce 
the  price ;  it  is  equivalent  to  a  law  raising  the 
price  to  settlers  and  cultivators  ft-om  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  to  a  price  vary- 
ing from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  It  is 
wSl  known  that,  within  the  last  few  years, 
vast  bodies  of  public  lands  have  been  purchased 
by  speculators  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
centa  per  aero,  and  resold  to  settiers  or  culti- 
vators at  prices  varying  from  five  to  thirty 
dollars  per  acre.  And  what  must  soon  he  the 
inevitable  result  of  continuing  the  existing 
^tem  t  At  the  rate  oi  twenfy-one  millions 
of  acres  per  annum,  speculators  in  a  veiy  few 

Sears  must  own  nearly  every  acre  of  good  land 
I  the  present  new  States  and  organized  Terri- 
tories of  the  TInion.  'When- this  monopoly  shall 
be  complete,  and  no  good  land  remains  the 
property  of  the  Government,  will  not  a  still 
higher  price  be  demanded  for  those  lands  by 
those  wnb  hold  themi  If  we  alxdish  the  ^fs- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATBB  OF  0OM6BBB8. 


Ill 


Jahubt,  1887.] 

tern  of  sales  to  speonlators,  these  miUions  of 
acres  of  ^ood  land,  now  owned  hj  the  Gorern- 
ment,  wiU  pass,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
minimum  prioe,  lato  the  handa  (tf  settlexa  or 
coltiTatora,  vmoh  otiwrwiae  wonld  be  pur- 
chased 1^  speonlaton^  and  reaxM  hj  them  at 
ftom  five- to  thir^  dollsrs  per  acre.  Erery 
Senator  who  rotes  against  tnis  bill  votes  for 
coutinoing  a  system  by  wMch  this  vast  en- 
hancement to  settlers  and  coltiTOt(»rs,  of  the 
price  of  the  pnblio  landi^  mnst  soon  ti^e  place. 
There  can  be  no  greater  citrse  to  any  ooontry, 
no  more  serions  impediment  to  its  prosperity, 
than  the  hi^  price  of  ita  nnoccapied  lands.  It 
prevents  or  postpones  the  settknnent  of  ^ose 
lunda,  and  decreases  the  wealth,  products,  and 
population  of  a  State.  It  is  eqoivalent  to  a 
decree  of  man,  condemning  to  remain  waste  and 
nDcnlMvated  vast  refpona  created  by  natnre 
inezhanstlbly  fertile,  and  Inviting  the  hand  of 
improvement.  What  Senatw  from  any  new 
St^  has  not  seen  whde  townships  of  land  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  specalators,  waste  and 
nnoccapied,  where  otherwise  pmvhiaseB  by  set- 
tlers or  cultivators  woold  have  been  made  at 
the  minimum  price  of  the  Qovermnent,  and 
where  would  now  be  smiling  farma  aaA  pros- 
perons  villages  t 

[Mr.  'Walker,  after  a  farther  exporidon  of  the 
prindples  of  his  bill,  concluded  with  saying :] 

Snoh  are  the  great  principles  of  the  bill,  and 
the  detaOs  are  desitrned  to  promote  the  great 
object.  Sales  of  the  pablic  lands  at  pabllc 
anotion,  thongh  not  enlurely  aboUahed,  are  oon- 
flned  to  those  who  pnrdiase  fbr  setttement  or 
cnldvation.  The  speculator  is  ezdnded  from 
the  pnblio  sales,  as  ne  is  fVom  private  entries. 
This  ia  indi^osable ;  for  when  the  specolator 
is  exclnded  only  from  private  entries,  oat  per- 
mitted to  purchase  at  pnblio  auction,  he  would 
engross  nearly  all  the  lands  ofibred  at  any 
fdtnre  land  sues.  And  what  has  the  Govern- 
ment gained  by  the  sales  of  its  lands  at  public 
anction?  Nothing  deserving  an  estimate.  Up- 
on comparing  the  offi<»al  records,  the  total 
number  of  acres  sold,  and  the  total  price  re- 
ceived, *tbe  fbOowing  have  been  the  results  of 
the  auction  system:  From  the  1st  of  July, 
18S0^  to  tlie  present  period,  we  have  received, 
from  sales  of  t2ie  pnolio  Lmda,  an  average  of 
tiiree  cents  per  acre  over  Oie  minimnm  price ; 
from  1796  to  1st  Jnly,  1820,  nearly  three  cents 
per  acre  over  the  minimum  price ;  from  1796 
to  the  present  period,  three  cents  per  acre  over 
the  minimnm  price;  for  the  year  1835,  one 
cent  and  a  hau  per  acre  over  t^e  minimum 
price;  for  the  year  1886,  less  than  one  cent  per 
acre  over  the  minimum  price.  Hence  it  is 
obvious  that  nothing  is  gained  hj  the  Govern- 
ment by  continuing  the  auction  system. 

Mr.  W.  here  proceeded  to  explidn  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  details  of  the  bill ;  the  olaose  con&iing 
the  sales  to  settlers  or  coltivators;  the  limita- 
timtotwo  wctioiu;  the  anthori^to  parents 


[SaiMn. 

to  purchase  for  their  cluldren,  with  a  view  to 
the  establishment  of  farms;  the  pre-emption 
section ;  the  privilege  of  purchasing  in  forty- 
acre  lots ;  and,  finally,  the  taxing  power  con- 
ceded to  the  States,  by  which  they  m^t  raise 
a  revenue  from  unoocnpied  lands,  whether  held 
by  thdr  own 'or  nim-reaident  speouktorfl^  and 
thus,  to  a  oertain  extent^  repress  meoidi^toL 
And  Mr.  W.  condnded  by  retaming  nis  thanks 
to  the  Senate  for  the  very  general  ami  indidgent 
attention  with  vhioh  tbey  had  received  his 
remarks. 


HoNiuT,  Jaiiiuttyl6. 

M^nffinff  EeaolutWL 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideratittt 
of  the  spedal  order,  which  was  Mr.  Bbhton*b 
resolution  to  ezpimge  from  the  Jonmal  of  the 
Seriate  the  resolution  of  the  98th  Msitih.  1684^ 
eensnring  tilie  IVesident  for  having  removed  the 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gut  rose  and  said  that,  conridering  that 
he  was  the  mover  of  the  resolution  <^  March, 
1884  and  the  consequent  relation  in  which  he 
stood  to  tiie  mi^ori^  of  the  Senate  by  whose 
vote  it  was  adopted,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  say  something  on  this  expanding  reso- 
lution;  and  he  had  always  intended  to  do  so 
when  h»should  be  persuaded  that  there  existed 
a  settled  purpose  of  pressing  it  to  a  final  deoi- 
sion.  But  it  had  been  bo  taken  up  and  put 
down  at  the  last  session — taken  up  <Mie  day, 
when  a  speech  was  prepared  for  delivery,  and 
pat  down  when  it  was  pnuunmoed — that  he 
had  reaOy  doubted  whether  tbere  «dsted  any 
serious  intentions  of  ever  putting  it  to  the  voteu 
At  the  very  close  of  the  last  session,  it  wOl  be 
recollected  that  the  resolution  came  up,  aod  In 
several  quarters  of  tiie  Senate  a  disposition  was 
manifested  to  come  to  a  definitive  deasion.  On 
that  occasion  he  had  offered  to  waive  his  right 
to  address  tiie  Senate,  and  ulently  to  vote  upon 
the  resolution ;  but  it  was  again  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  laid  there  forever,  as  the  country 
supposed,  and  as  he  believed.  It  is,  however, 
now  revived;  and,  sundry  changes  having 
taken  place  in  the  members  of  this  body,  it 
would  seem  that  the  present  deskn  is  to  bring 
the  resolution  to  an  absolute  conclunon. 

I  have  not  risen,  (continued  Mr.  0.,)  to  repeat, 
at  fUl  length,  ute  ai^nment  by  whidh  the 
friends  of  uie  restduiaon  of  Maroh,  1884^  sns- 
tuned  it.  That  argument  is  before  the  world, 
was  unanswered  at  the  time,  and  is  iuj  answer- 
able. And  I  here,  in  my  place,  in  the  presence 
of  my  coontry  and  of  my  God,  after  the  follest 
consideration  and  deliberation  of  which  my 
mind  is  capable,  reassert  my  solemn  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  every  proposition  contcuned  in 
that  resolution.  But,  whilst  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  commit  soch  an  infliction  upon  tiie  Sen- 
ate as  that  would  be  of  retracing  the  whole 
ground  of  a^ument  formerly  occupied,  I  desire 
to  lay  before  it^  at  this  time)  a  brief  sad  tme 
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•tate  of  the  case.  Before  the  fatal  step  is  taken 
of  g^Ting  to  tho  eipane^ng  rest^ntion  the  aaoo- 
tion  of  the  Amerioaa  braatei  I  wish,  by  pre- 
•enting  a  Calthftil  oatline  of  the  real  qnesncma 
inTdlved  in  Uie  resolution  of  188^  to  make  a 
last,  even  if  it  is  to  be  an  ineffectoal,  appeal  to 
flu  sober  jadgmeatB  of  Senators.  I  b^in  by 
reasserUn^  the  trath  of  that  resolution. 

Our  British  ancestors  understood  perfectly 
well  the  immense  importance  of  the  money 
power  in  a  representative  QoTemment.  It  is 
the  great  lever  by  which  the  crown  Is  touched, 
and  made  to  conform  its  administration  to  the 
interests  of  the  kingdom  and  the  will  of  the 
people.  Deprive  Parliament  of  the  power  of 
freely  granting  or  withholding  supplies,  and 
Burrenoer  to  Vm  King  the  purse  of  t&e  nation, 
he  instantly  becomes  an  abaolnte  monarch. 
Whatever,  may  be  the  fbnn  of  government, 
elective  or  hereditary,  democratic  or  despotio, 
that  person  who  commands  ,  the  force  of  the 
nation,  and  at  the  same  time  has  unconlxolled 
poasesaion  of  the  purse  of  the  natim,  has  tHaso- 
Inte  power,  whatever  may  be  the  official  name 
by  which  he  is  called. 

Oar  immediate  ancestors,  profiting  by  the 
lessons  on  civil  liberty  which  had  bMU  biught 
in  the  country  from  which  we  sprang,  endeav- 
ored to  endrole  aronnd  the  pabhc  purse,  in  the 
hands  of  Oongress,  every  posuble  eecnrity 
uainst  the  intrusion  of  the  ^ecntive.  Wi^ 
tUs  view,  OwgresB  alone  is  invested  by  the 
constita&ULwitii  the  power  to  l^r  >nd  collect 
the  taxes.  When  collected,  not  a  cent  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  public  Treasury  but  in  virtue 
of  an  act  of  Gongresa.  And  among  the  first 
acts  of  this  Government  was  the  passage  of  a 
law  establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  for 
tiie  safe  keeping  and  tb^  legal  and  regular  dis- 
bursement of  the  money  so  coUected.  By  tltat 
act  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  is  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Department ;  and,  varying  in  this 
respect  from  all  the  other  Departments,  he  is 
to  report,  not  to  the  Presideot,  but  directly  to 
Congress,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  to  give  in- 
ibimation  in  person  before  Congress.  It  is  im- 
poasible  to  examine,  dispasuonatdy  that  ust, 
without  coming  to  the  condntion  that  he  is 
emphatically  the  a^t  of  Congress,  In  perform- 
ing the  duties  assigned  by  the  constitution  to 
Gcmgress.  The  act  farther  i^ovides  that  a 
Treasnrer  shall  be  appointed,  to  receive  and 
keq>  the  puUic  money ;  and  none  can  be  drawn 
frran  his  custody  bnt  under  the  authority  of  a 
lav,  and  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  drawn  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  countersigned  by 
the  Comptroller,  and  recorded  by  the  Krister. 
Only  when  sach  a  warrant  is  presented  can  the 
Treasurer  lawfully  pay  one  dollar  from  the 
public  purse.  Why  was  the  concurrence  of 
these  four  officers  required  in  disbursements  of 
the  publio  mon^t  Was  it  not  for  greater 
•ecnrity  ?  Was  it  not  intended  that  eadi,  ex- 
erdslng  a  separate  and  independent  will,  alwald 
be  ft  check  npon  every  other?  Was  it  not  the 
purpose  <tf  the  lav  to  confer  each  of  tbeae 


four  officers,  acting  in  his  proper  sphere  not . 
a  mere  aatomaton,  but  as  an  intdleetaaL  intel- 
ligent, and  responsible  person,  bcnmd  to  ol  

the  lawj  and  to  stop  the  warrant,  or  stop  the 
money,  if  the  aathority  of  the  law  were  want- 

Thus  stood  the  Treasury  from  1789  to  181(1. 
During  that  long  time  no  President  had  ever 
attempted  to  interfere  with  the  custody  <^  the 
publio  purse.  It  remuned  where  tiie  law 
placed  it,  undisturbed,  and  eveiy  Chief  Magis- 
trate, induding  the  Father  of  his  Country,  re- 
spected the  law. 

In  1816  an  act  passed  to  establish  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  and,  by  the  16th  secti<m  ctf  the 
act,  it  is  enacted  "tiut  the  dopants  of  tiie 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  In  which 
the  8^  bank  and  the  Imndies  thereto  may  be 
established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct ;  in  which  case,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasniy  shall  immediatdy  lay  before  Congress, 
if  ill  session,  and,  if  not,  munediately  afler  the 
conunencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasooa 
of  such  order  or  direction." 

Thus  it  is  perfectly  manifest,  frtnn  the  express 
words  of  the  law,  that  the  power  to  make  any 
order  or  direction  for  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposits  is  confided  to  the  Secretary  alone,  to 
the  abaolnte  ezdu^n  of  tiie  Prendent,  and  all 
the  wcffld  besides.  And  the  law,  proceeding 
npon  the  established  prindide  tiiat  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  idl  that  concerns  the 
public  purse,  acts  as  the  direct  agent  of  Con- 
gress, requires,  in  the  event  of  his  ordering  or 
directing  a  removal  of  the  deposits,  that  he 
shall  immediately  lay  his  reasons  therefor  be- 
fore whom?  The  Preudent!  No;  before 
Congress. 

So  stood  the  pnblic  Treasury  and  the  public 
deposits  fitKn  the  year  1816  to  September,  1888. 
In  all  that  period  of  seventeen  years,  running 
through  or  into  fonr  several  administrations  (nf 
the  Government,  the  law  had  its  uninterrupted 
operation,  no  Chief  Ha^strate  having  asgnmed 
npon  himself  the  power  of  diverting  the  pub- 
lic purse  from  its  lawAil  onstody,  or  of  snbsti- 
tuting  his  win  to  that  of  the  officer  to  whose 
care  it  was  exdusively  intrusted. 

In  the  session  of  Congress  of  18S2-*8  an  in- 
quiry  bad  been  instituted  \>j  the  House  of 
Kepreseutatives  into  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  If  resulted  in  a  convic- 
tion of  its  entire  safety,  and  a  declaration  by 
the  House,  made  only  a  short  time  before  the 
ac^oumment  of  Con^;ress,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1888,  that  the  public  deposits  were  perfectiy 
secure.  This  declaration  was  probably  made 
in  consequence  of  suspicions  then  afloat  of  a 
design  on  the  p«rt  of  ue  Executive  to  remove 
the  depodta.  These  snspidims  were  denied  by 
the  press  friendly  to  the  admintetratioi.  Kar- 
erthelesB,  tihe  memben  bad  Boueely  reached 
their  respective  homes  before  measnres  were 
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commenced  by  the  EzecatiTe  to  effect  a  romov- 
al  of  the  deports  from  that  very  place  of  safety 
which  it  was  among  the  last  acts  of  the  Honse 
to  deolore  existed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States. 

In  prosecntion  of  this  design,  Mr.  MoLane, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy,  who  was  decid- 
edly opposed  to  snob  a  measore,  was  promoted 
to  the  Department  of  State,  and  Mr.  Daane 
was  appointed  to  sacceed  him.  Bat  Mr.  Du- 
ane  was  equally  conTinced  with  his  predeces- 
tor  that  he  was  forbidden  by  every  eonndera- 
tbn  of  dnty  to  ezecnte  the  power  with  which 
the  law  had  intmsted'  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  refused  to  remove  tiie  deposits ; 
whereupon  he  was  dismissed  from  office,  a  new 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  appointed,  and, 
in  September,  1833,  by  the  command  of  the 
President,  the  measure  was  finidly  accomplish- 
ed. That  it  was  the  President's  act  was  never 
denied,  but  proclaimed,  boasted,  defended.  It 
fell  upon  the  country  like  a  thunderbolt,  agitat- 
ing the  Union  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
The  stoutest  adherents  of  the  admioistration 
were  alarmed ;  and  all  thinking  men,  not  blind' 
ed  by  party  prejudice,  beheld  in  the  act  a  bold 
and  dangerous  exercise  of  power;  and  no 
human  sagacity  can  now  fbr^ee  the  tremen- 
dous consequences  which  wiH  ensue.  The  meas- 
ure was  adopted  not  long  before  the  approach- 
ing session  of  Congress ;  and,  as  the  concurrence 
of  both  branches  might  be  necessary  to  compel 
a  restoration  of  the  deposits,  the  object  was  to 
take  the  chance  of  a  possible  division  between 
them,  and  thereby  defeat  the  restoration. 

And  where  did  tlie  President  find  the  power 
for  this  most  extraordinary  act  ?  It  has  been 
seen  that  the  constitution,  jealous  of  all  execu- 
tive interference  with  the  Treasury  of  the  na- 
tion, has  confided  it  to  tlie  exclusive  core  of 
Congress,  by  every  precautionary  guard,  from 
the  first  impontion  of  the  taxes  to  the  final 
didbarsement  of  the  pablto  money. 

It  has  been  Been  that  the  langoage  of  the 
16th  section  of  the  law  of  1816  is  express  and 
free  from  all  ambiguity,  and  that  the  becrctary 
of  the  Treasury  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  de- 
positary of  the  anthority  which  it  confers. 

Those  who  maintain  ^e  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent hare  to  support  it  against  the  positive 
language  of  the  constitntjon,  ngoinst  the  ex- 
plicit words  of  tiie  statute,  and  agmnst  the 
genius,  and  theory  of  all  onr  institutions. 

And  how  do  they  surmount  these  insuper- 
able obstacles !  By  a  series  of  &r-fetched  im- 
plications, which,  if  every  one  of  them  were 
as  troe  as  they  are  l)eliered  to  be  incorrect  or 
perverted,  wonld  stop  £ar  short  of  matntainipg 
thepower  which  was  exercised. 

The  first  of  these  implied  powers  is,  that  of 
dianissaJ,  which  is  daimed  for  the  President. 
Of  all  the  questioned  powers  ever  excercised 
by  this  Government,  this  is  the  most  question- 
able. From  the  first  Congress  down  to  the 
present  administration,  It  had  never  been  ex- 
amined. It  was  carried  tlun,  in  the  Senate,  by 
You  xm,— 8 
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the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice  President.  And 
those  who,  at  that  day,  argoed  in  behalf  of  the 
power,  contended  for  it  npon  conditions  which 
have  been  utterly  disregarded  by  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  The  power  of  dismissal  is 
nowhere  in  the  constitution  granted,  in  expren 
terms,  to  the  President.  It  is  not  a  necessary 
incident  to  any  granted  power ;  and  the  friends 
of  the  power  have  never  been  able  to  agree 
among  themselves  as  to  the  precise  part  of  th« 
constitntion  from  which  it  sprinss. 

Bnt  if  the  power  of  dinmssaf  was  as  Incon- 
testable as  it  is  justly  controvertible,  we  utterly 
deny  the  consequenoes  dedaoed  from  it.  The' 
ailment  is,  tiiat  the  President  has,  by  impli- 
cation, the  power  of  dismissal.  From  tiiis  first 
implication  another  is  drawn ;  and  that  is, 
that  the  President  has  the  power  to  control  the 
officer,  whom  he  may  dismiss,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  in  all  coses  whatever ;  and  that 
this  power  of  control  is  so  comprehendve  as  to 
include  even  the  case  of  a  specific  duty  express- 
ly assigned  by  law  to  the  designated  officer. 

Kow,  we  deny  these  results  from  the  dismiss- 
ing power.  That  power,  if  it  exists,  can  draw 
after  it  only  aright  of  general  superintendence. 
It  cannot  aatiionze  the  President  to  snbstitntQ 
his  wiU  to  the  irill  6f  the<^eer  charged  with 
the  performenoe  of  official  duties.  Above  aO, 
it  cannot  jnstaiy  such  a  suhstitution  in  a  case 
where  the  law,  as  in  tiie  present  instance,  as- 
signs to  a  designated  officer  exclusively  the 
performance  of  a  particular  duty,  and  com- 
mands him  to  report,  not  to  the  iSi^ident,  hut 
to  Congress,  in  a  case  remrding  the  public  pnrse 
of  the  nation,  committed  to  ma  ezdnsiTe  con- 
trol of  Congress, 

Such  a  consequence  as  that  which  I  am 
contesting  wonld  concentrato  in  the  hands  of 
one  man  the  entire  executive  power  of  the  na- 
tion, uncontrolled  and  nnchecked. 

It  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  oil  official 
responsibility.  Instead  of  each  officer  hein^ 
responsthLe,  m  his  own  separate  sphere,  for  lua 
official  acts,  he  would  shelter  himself  behind 
the  orders  of  the  President  And  what  tribu- 
nal, in  heaven  above  or  on  earth  below,  could 
render  judgment  against  any  officer  for  an  act, 
however  atrocious,  performed  by  the  express, 
command  of  the  !E4e»deat.  which,  according 
to  the  argument^  he  was  abscdntdy  hound  to' 
obey? 

"Whilst  all  official  responmbility  would  be  ut- 
terly annihilated  in  subordinate  officers,  there 
would  he  no  practical  or  available  respondUli- 
ty  in  the  President  himself. 
,  But  the  case  has  been  supposed,  of  a  neoes- 
sitf  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  and  a 
re^isal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  le-. 
move  them ;  and  it  is  triumphantly  asked  i^ 
in  such  a  case,  the  President  may  not  remove- 
him,  and  command  the  deed  to  be  done.  That 
is  an  extreme  case,  which  may  be  met  by  an- 
other.  Suppose  the  President,  without  any 
necwd^,  orders  the  removal  from  a  plaoe  m 
safety  to  a  place  of  hazard!  If  thera  he  dan- 
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per  that  a  Secrotarj  maj  neglect  hia  daty,  there 
IS  eqnal  danger  that  a  President  may  abuse  his 
authority.  InMlibility  is  not  a  human  attri- 
bute. And  there  is  more  security  for  the  public 
in  holding  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
strict  peribrraance  of  an  official  duty,  specially 
assigned  to  him,  under  all  his  official  responsi- 
bility, than  to  oilow  the  President  to  wrest  the 
Tork  from  his  hands,  annihilate  his  responsi- 
bility, and  stand  himaelf  praodcally  irresponsi- 
ble. It  is  flor  better  that  milliona  should  be  lost 
by  the  neglect  of  a  Secretary  cf  the  Treasnry, 
than  to  establish  the  monstrous  principle  that 
all  the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Execative 
Qoremment  shall  be  broken  down,  the  whole 
power  absorbed  by  on^  man,  aud  his  will  be- 
come the  supreme  rtile.  The  ailment  which 
I  am  combating  places  the  whole  Treasury  of 
the  nation  at  tbe  mercy  of  the  Executive.  It 
is  in  vain  to  talk  of  appropriations  by  law,  and 
the  formalities  of  warranto  upon  the  Treasury, 
Assuming  the  argument  to  be  correct,  what  is 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  order  from  the 
Prendent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
iffioe  a  warrant,  without  t^ie  sanction  of  a  pre- 
Tions  legal  appropriation,  to  the  Comptroller  to 
ooontersign  it,  to  the  Begister  to  register  it,  and 
to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  it  f  "What  becomes  of 
that  quadruple  security  which  the  precaution 
of  the  law  provided  ?  Instead  of  four  substan- 
tive and  Independent  wills,  acting  under  legal 
obligations,,  all  are  merged  in  tlie  executive 
vortex. 

Bat  there  was,  in  point  of  fact,  no  cause, 
none  whatever,  for  the  measnre.  Every  fiscal 
consideration  (and  no  other  had  the  Secretary 
or  the  President  a  right  to  entertain)  required 
the  dep(»its  to  be  left  undisturbed  in  the  place 
o€  perfect  safety  where  by  law  they  were.  "We 
told  yoa  so  at  tiie  time.  We  asserted  that  the 
charges  of  insecnrity  and  insolvency  of  the 
bank  were  withont  the  slightest  fbnndation. 
And  time,  that  great  arbiter  of  hnnum  con- 
troversies, has  confirmed  all  that ,  we  said. 
The  bank,  from  documents  submitted  to  Oon- 
gresB  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
present  session,  appears  to  be  able  not  only  to 
retnm  every  dollar  of  the  stock  held  in  its 
capital  by  the  public,  but  an  addition  of  eleven 
per  cent,  beyond  it. 

Those  who  defend  the  executive  act  have  to 
maintiun  not  only  that  the  President  may  as- 
sume upon  himself  the  discharge  of  a  duty  spe- 
dal^  assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  that  he  may  remove  that  officer,  arbitrarily, 
and  witiiont  any  caoso,  beoanse  he  refused  to 
remove  the  public  deposits  without  cause. 

Uy  mind  conducts  me  to  a  totally  different 
conclusion.  I  think,  I  solemnly  believe,  that 
the  Preadent "  assumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,"  in  the 
language  of  the  resolution.  I  believed  then  in 
the  tmth  of  the  resolution ;  and  I  now,  in  my 
plaoe^  and  under  all  my  re^onnbiUty,  reavow 
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my  unshaken  conviction  of  it.  Bat  It  has  been 
contended  on  this  occasion,  as  it  was  in  the  de- 
bate which  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution of  1884,' that  the  Senate  has  no  right  to 
express  tlie  truth  on  any  question  which,  by 
possibility,  may  become  a  subject  of  impeach- 
ment. "  It  is  manifest  that  if  it  may,  there  is  no 
more  usual  or  appropriate  form  in  which  it  may 
be  done  than  that  of  resolutions,  joint  or  sepa- 
rate, orders,  or  bills.  In  no  other  mode  can  the 
collective  sense  of  the  body  bo  expressed.  Bot 
Senators  maintain  that  no  matter  what  may  be 
the  executive  encroachment  npon  the  joint 
powers  of  the  two  Houses,  or  the  separate  au- 
thority of  the  Senate,  it  is  bound  to  stand  mnte, 
and  not  breathe  one  word  of  complaint  or  re- 
monstrance. According  to  the  argument,  the 
greater  the  violation  of  the  constitution  or  the 
law,  the  greater  the  incompetency  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  express  any  opinion  upon  it  1  Further, 
that  this  incompetency  is  not  confined  to  the 
acts  of  the  President  only,  bat  extends  to  those 
of  every  officer  who  is  liable  to  impeachment 
under  the  constitution.  Is  this  posnble?  Can 
it  be  true  ?  Contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  nature, 
is  the  Senate  the  (mly  being  which  has  no  power 
of  self-preservation — ^no  right  to  complain  or  to 
remonstrate  ag^nst  attacks  upon  its  very  e^st- 
ence? 

The  argument  is,  that  the  Senate,  being  tho 
constitatlonol  tribunal  to  try  all  impeachments, 
is  thereby  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  the 
right  to  express  any  opinion  upon  any  official 
nialfeasance,  except  when  acting  in  its  judicial 
character. 

If  this  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all 
impeachable  officers,  and  ought  to  have  pro- 
tected the  late  Postiuaster  General  a^inst  the 
resolution,  unanimouBly  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, declaring  that  he  had  borrowed  money  con- 
trary to  law.  And  it  would  disable  the  Senate 
firom  oonddering  that  Treasury  order  which  has 
formed  such  a  prominent  subject  of  its  deliber- 
ations during  the  pr^nt  session. 

And  how  do  Senators  miuntain  this  obliga- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  remain  silent  and  behold 
itself  stript,  one  by  one,  of  all  its  constitutional 
powers,  without  resistance,  and  without  mur- 
mur? Is  it  imposed  by  the  language  of  the 
constitution  ?  Has  any  part  of  that  instrument 
been  pointed  to  which  expressly  enjoins  it? 
Fo,  no,  not  a  syllable;"  But  it  is  attempted  tO'^ 
be  deduced  by  another  far-fetched  imphcation. 
Because  tiie  Senate  is  the  body  which  is  to  try 
impeachments,  therefore  it  is  mferred  the  Sen- 
ate can  express  no  opinion  on  any  matter  which 
may  form  the  subject  of  impeachment  Hie 
constitution  does  not  say  so.  That  is  undenia- 
ble ;  but  Senators  think  so. 

liie  Senate  acta  ip  three  characters — le^sla- 
tive,  executive,  and  jadic^ — and  their  import- 
ance is  in  the  order  enumerated.  By  far  the 
most  important  of  the  three  is  its  legislative. 
In  that,  almost  every  day  that  it  has  been  ia 
leamon  from  1789  to  the  present  timo^  some  leg- 
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islative  business  has  been  transacted ;  whilst,  in 
its  jadicial  character,  it  has  not  sat  more  than 
three  or  fonr  tiraes  in  that  whole  period. 

TVhy  Bhould  the  judicial  fnnction  limit  and 
restrain  the  legislative  ftmction  of  the  Senate, 
more  than  the  legislative  should  the  judicial? 
If  the  degree  of  importance  of  the  two  should 
decide- which  ought  to  impose  the  restraint,  in 
case  of  conflict  between  ttiem,  none  can  doubt 
which  it  should  be. 

Bat  if  the  argument  is  sound,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible for  the  Senate  to  ^rform  its  legislative 
duties!  '  An  act  ia  violation  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  is  committed  by  the  President,  or  a  sub- 
OTdinate  ezecntive  officer,  and  it  becomes  ne- 
cessnry  to  correct  it  by  the  passage  of  a  law. 
The  very  act  of  the  President  in  question  was 
under  a  law  to  which  the  Senate  had  given  its 
concurrence.  According  to  the  argument,  the 
correcting  law  cannot  originate  in  the  Sonata, 
becaoso  it  would  have  to  pass  in  judgment  upon 
that  act.  Nay,  more :  it  cannot  originate  in 
the  House  and  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  for  the 
same  reason  of  incompetency  in  the  Senate  to 
pass  upon  it.  Suppose  the  bill  contained  a  pre- 
amble reciting  the  unconstitutional  or  illegal 
act,  to  which  the4w^tive  corrective  is  tip- 
pliod:  according  to  flie  argument,  the  Senate 
miLst  not  think  of  gassing  it.  Pushed  to  its 
legitimate  consequence,  the  argument  requires 
tlie  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives  itself  cautiously 
to  abstdn  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion 
upon  an  executive  act,  except  when  it  is  acting 
as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  consid- 
ering articles  of  inipeachment.  • 

Assuming  that  the  argument  is  well  founded, 
the  Senate  is  equally  restrained  from  expressing 
any  opinion  which  would  imply  the  innocence 
or  the  guilt  of  an  impeachable  officer,  unless  it 
be  maintained  that  it  is  lawful  to  express  prdse 
and  ^probation,  but  not  censure  or  difference 
of  opmion.  InsCances  have  occurred  in  onr 
past  history,  (the  case  of  the  British  minister, 
Jackson,  was  a  memorable  one,)  and  many 
others  may  arise  in  onr  future  progress,  when, 
in  reference  to  foreign  powers,  it  may  bo  im- 
portant for  CJongress  to  approve  what  has  been 
done  by  tlie  Executive,  to  present  a  firm  and 
united  front,  and  to  pledge  tne  country  to  stand 
by  and  support  him.  May  it  not  do  that  ?  If 
the  Senate  dare  not  entertain  and  express  any 
opmion  upon  an  executive  measure,  how  do 
those  who  support  this  expunging  resolution 
justify  the  acquittal  of  the  President  which  it 
proclidmst 

No  Senator  beUeved,  in  16S4,  that,  whether 
the  Pxeaident  merited  impeachment  or  not,  he 
ever  wonld  be  impeached.  In  point  of  fact  he 
has  not  been,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  ho  never  will  be,  impeached.  Was 
the  minority  of  the  Senate,  in  a  case  where  it 
believed  the  constitution  and  laws  to  have  been 
^'iolated,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  be 
endangered,  to  remain  sUent,  and  to  refrain 
from  proclaiming  the  truth,  because,  a«ainst  all 
human  probabili^,  the  President  nu^  be  im- 


peached by  a  minority  of  his  political  friends  in 
the  Uonse  of  Representatives  1 

If  an  impeachment  had  been  actually  voted 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  constitution  which  enjoins  silence  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate.  In  such  a  case,  it  would 
have  been  a  matter  of  propriety,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  each  Senator,  to  avoid  the  expression 
of  any  opinion  on  a  matter  upon  which,  as  a 
sworn  judge,  he  would  be  called  to  act. 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  the  question  on 
the  supposition  that  the  resolution  of  March, 
1834,  implied  such  gailt  in  the  ^«sident  that 
he  would  have  been  liable  to  conviction  on  a 
trial  by  impeachment  before  the  Senate  cS  the 
United  States.   But  the  resolution,  in  fact,  im- 

Eorted  no  such  railt.  It  simply  affirmed  that 
e  had  "  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  It  imputed 
no  criminal  motives.  It  did  not  profess  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  heart  of  the  President.  Accord- 
ing to  the  phraseology  of  the  resolation,  the 
exceptionable  act  might  have  been  performed 
with  the  purest  and  most  patriotic  intention. 
The  resolution  neither  affirmed  his  innocence, 
nor  pronounced  Lis  gnilt  It  amounts,  then, 
says  bis  friends  on  this  floor,  to  nothing.  Kot 
so.  If  the  constitution  be  trampled  upon,  and 
the  laws  bo  violated,  the  injury  may  be  equally 

treat,  whether  it  has  been  done  with  good  or 
ad  intentions.  Tliere  may  be  a  difference  to 
the  officer,  none  to  the  country.  The  country, 
as  all  experience  demonstrate8,.has  most  reason 
to  apprehend  those  encroaclmients  which  take 
place  on  plansible  pretexts,  and  with  good  in- 
tentions. 

I  put  it,  Mr.  President,  to  the  calm  and  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  m^ority  of  the 
Senate,  are  you  ready  to  pronounce,  la  the  &ce 
of  this  enlightened  community,  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  whoever  may  happen  to  be  the  Fr^ 
ident,  that  the  Senate  dare  notL  in  language  the 
most  inofi^n^ve  and  respectful,  remonstrate 
against  any  executive  usurpation^  whatever  may 
be  its  degree  or  danger  f 

For  one,  I  will  not,  I  cannot.  I  believe  the 
resolution  of  March,  1834,  to  have  been  tra^ ; 
and  that  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to  pro- 
cl^m  the  truth.  And  I  solemnly  believe  that 
the  Senate  would  have  been  culpably  neglect- 
ful of  its  duty  to  itself  to  the  constitution,  and 
to  the  conntry,  if  it  nod  not  announced  the 
truth. 

But  let  me  suppose  that  in  all  this  I  am  mis* 
taken ;  that  the  act  of  the  President,  to  which 
exception  was  mode,  was  in  conformity  witii 
the  spirit  of  onr  free  Institutions  and  the  lan- 
guage of  our  constitution  and  laws ;  and  that, 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  Senate  of  1884  had 
no  authority  to  pass  judgment  upon  it :  what 
right  has  the  Senate  of  1837,  a  component  port 
of  another  Congress,  to  pronounce  judgment 
upon  its  predecessor  t  How  can  you,  who  ven- 
ture to  impute  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
yon  am  unoonstitatitmal  proceeding,  esoqw  a 
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per  that  a  Secretary  may  neglect  his  duty,  there 
]s  equal  danger  that  a  President  may  abuse  his 
authority.  Infallibility  is  not  a  hxunan  attri- 
bute. And  there  is  more  aeourity  for  the  public 
in  holding  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Btrict  performance  of  an  ofSclol  duty,  specially 
assigned  to  him,  under  all  his  official  responsi- 
bility, than  to  allow  the  President  to  vrest  the 
work  from  his  hands,  annihilate  his  responsi- 
ISiitjy  and  stand  himself  practically  irresponsi- 
ble. It  is  far  better  that  millions  should  be  lost 
by  the  neglect  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
than  to  establish  the  monstrous  principle  that 
all  the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Executive 
Govermnent  shall  be  broken  down,  the  whole 
power  absorbed  by  on^  man,  aod  his  will  be- 
come the  supremo  riile.  Tlie  argument  which 
I  am  combating  places  the  whole  Treasury  of 
the  nation  at  the  mercy  of  the  Executive.  It 
is  in  rain  to  talk  of  appropriations  by  law,  and 
the  formalities  of  warrants  upon  the  Treasury, 
Assuming  the  ailment  to  be  correct,  what  is 
to  prevent  the  execution  <^  an  order  lirom  the 
I^erident  to  the  Secretary  of  Hhe  Treasury  to 
issue  a  warrant,  without  the  sanction  of  a  pre- 
vious legal  appropriation,  to  the  Comptroller  to 
countersign  it,  to  the  Register  to  register  it,  and 
to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  it  t  "Wliat  becomes  of 
that  quadruple  security  which  the  precaution 
of  the  law  provided }  Instead  of  four  substan- 
tive and  independent  wills,  acting  under  legal 
obligations,,  all  are  luerged  in  tiie  executive 
vortex. 

Bat  there  was,  in  point  of  fact,  no  cause, 
none  whatever,  for  the  measure.  Every  fiscal 
conmderation  (and  no  other  had  the  Secretary 
or  the  Preddent  a  right  to  entertain)  required 
the  deposits  to  bo  left  undisturbed  in  the  place 
of  periect  safety  where  by  law  Uiey  were.  We 
told  you  so  at  the  time.  We  asserted  that  the 
oharges  of  insecurity  and  insolvency  of  the 
bank  were  without  the  slightest  foundation. 
And  time,  that  great  arbiter  of  human  con- 
troverslea,  has  confirmed  all  that .  we  said. 
The  bank,  from  documents  submitted  to  Con- 
gress by  (he  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  at  the 
present  session,  appears  to  bo  able  not  only  to 
return  every  dollar  of  the  stock  hold  in  its 
capital  by  the  public,  hut  an  addition  of  ^even 
per  cent,  beyond  it. 

Those  who  defend  the  executive  act  have  to 
maintain  not  only  that  the  Freddcnt  may  as- 
sume upon  himself  tiie  discharge  of  a  duty  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury, 
bat  that  he  may  remove  that  officer,  arbitrarily, 
and  without  any  cause,  because  he  refused  to 
remove  the  public  deposits  without  cause. 

Uy  mind  conducts  me  to  a  totally  different 
oonclndon.  I  think,  I  solemnly  believe,  that 
the  President "  assumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,"  in  the 
langaage  of  the  resolution.  I  believed  then  in 
the  truth  of  the  resolution ;  and  I  now,  in  my 
place,  and  under  aU  my  responsibility,  reavow 


my  unshaken  conviction  of  it.  But  it  bos  been 
contended  on  this  occasion,  as  it  was  in  the  de- 
bate which  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution of  1834,' that  the  Senate  has  no  right  to 
express  the  truth  on  any  question  which,  by 
possibili^,  may  become  a  snl^eot  of  impeach- 
ment. '  It  is  manifest  that  if  it  may,  there  is  no 
more  usual  or  appropriate  form  in  which  it  may 
be  done  than  that  <a  resolutions,  joint  or  sepa- 
rate, orders,  or  bills.  In  no  other  mode  can  the 
collective  sense  of  tho  body  be  expressed.  But 
Senators  munt^  that  no  matter  what  may  be 
the  executive  encroachment  upon  the  joint 
powers  of  the  two  Houses,  or  the  separate  au- 
thority of  the  Senate,  it  is  bound  to  stand  mute, 
and  not  breathe  one  word  of  complaint  or  re- 
monstrance. According  to  tho  argument,  the 
greater  tho  violation  of  the  constitution  or  the 
law,  the  gi-eater  tiie  incompetency  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  express  any  opinion  upon  it  1  Further, 
that  this  incompetency  Is  not  confined  to  the 
acts  of  the  Preuaent  only,  but  extends  to  those 
of  eveiT  officer  who  is  liable  to  impeachment 
under  uie  oonstitntlon.  Is  this  posrible  ?  Can 
it  be  tree  f  Contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  nature, 
is  the  Senate  the  only  being  which  has  no  power 
of  self-preservation— no  right  to  compUun  or  to 
remonstrate  against  attacu  upon  its  vety  exist- 
ence! 

The  argument  is,  that  tho  Senate,  being  tho 
constitutional  tribunal  to  try  all  impeachments, 
is  thereby  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  tho 
right  to  express  any  opinion  upon  any  official 
malfeasance,  except  when  acting  in  its  Judicial 
character. 

If  this  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all 
impeachable  officers,  and  ought  to  have  pro- 
tected the  late  Postmaster  General  a^^nst  the 
resolution,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, declaring  that  he  had  borrowed  money  con- 
trary to  law.  And  it  would  disable  the  Senate 
from  considering  that  Treasury  order  which  has 
formed  such  a  prominent  subject  of  its  deUber- 
ations  during  the  present  session. 

And  how  do  Senators  mtuntain  this  obliga- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  remain  silent  and  behold 
itself  stript,  one  by  one,  of  all  its  constitutional 
powers,  without  resistance,  and  without  mur- 
mur? Is  it  imposed  by  tiie  language  of  the 
constitution  f  Has  any  port  of  that  instrument 
been  pointed  to  which  expressly  ei\joins  it? 
No,  no,  not  a  syllablei'  But  it  is  attempted  to*' 
be  deduced  by  another  fiir-fctched  impheatioD. 
BecMise  the  Senate  is  the  bod^  which  is  to  try 
impeachments,  therefore  it  is  inferred  the  Sen- 
ate can  express  no  opinion  on  any  matter  which 
may  form  the  subject  of  impeachment,  Thb 
constitution  does  not  say  so.  That  is  nndenia>- 
ble ;  but  Senators  think  so. 

The  Senate  acts  ip  three  characters— legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial — and  tlieir  import- 
ance is  in  the  order  enumerated.  By  far  the 
most  important  of  the  three  is  its  legislative. 
In  that,  almost  every  day  that  it  has  been  in 
session  from  1 789  to  the  present  time,  some  leg- 
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idatire  basiness  has  been  transacted ;  whilst,  ia 
Us  jodicial  character,  it  has  not  Bat  more  than 
three  or  four  times  in  that  whole  period. 

Whj  should  the  judicial  function  limit  and 
restrain  the  legislative  function  of  the  Senate, 
more  than  the  legislative  should  the  jndicial  ? 
If  the  degree  of  importance  of  the  two  should 
decide  which  ought  to  impose  the  restraint,  in 
case  of  conflict  between  tnem,  none  can  doubt 
vhich  it  should  be. 

But  if  the  argument  is  sound,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible for  the  Senate  to  perform  its  legislative 
duties?  An  act  in  violation  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  is  committed  by  the  President,  or  a  sub- 
ordinate executive  officer,  and  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  correct  it  by  tlie  passage  of  a  law. 
The  yerj  act  of  t}ie  Preddent  in  question  was 
under  a  law  to  vhidi  the  Senate  had  given  its 
concurrence.  According  to  the  argument,  the 
correcting  law  cannot  originate  in  the  Senate, 
because  it  would  have  to  pass  in  jadgment  upon 
that  act.  Nay,  moro :  it  cannot  originate  in 
the  House  and  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  for  the 
sarao  reason  of  incompetency  in  the  Senate  to 
pass  upon  it.  Suppose  the  bill  contdned  a  pre- 
amble reciting  the  unconstitutional  or  illegal 
net,  to  which  the#egislative  corrective  is  ap- 
plied: according  to  She  argument,  the  Senate 
must  not  think  of  gassing  it.  Pushed  to  its 
legitimate  consequence,  the  argument  requires 
tlie  Ilonse  of  Bepresentatives  itself  cautiously 
to  abstain  from  the  expression  of  any^  opinion 
upon  an  execntive  act,  except  when  it  is  acting 
OS  the  grand  inq^neat  of  the  nation,  and  oonsia- 
ering  articles  of  impeachment.  • 

Assuming  that  the  argument  is  well  fonnded, 
the  Senate  is  equally  restrained  from  expressing 
any  opinion  which  would  imply  the  innocence 
or  the  guilt  of  an  impeachable  officer,  unless  it 
be  maintfuned  that  it  is  lawful  to  express  praise 
and  approbation,  hut  not  censure  or  difference 
of  opmion.   Instances  havo  occurred  in  our 

Sast  history,  (the  case  of  the  British  minister, 
ackson,  was  a  memorable  one,)  and  many 
others  may  arise  in  oar  future  progress,  when, 
in  reference  to  fareign  powers,  it  mav  be  im- 
portant for  Congress  to  approve  what  has  been 
done  by  the  Execntive,  to  present  a  firm  and 
united  fron^  and  to  pledge  uie  country  to  stand 
by  and  support  him.  Hay  it  not  do  that  ?  If 
the  Senate  dare  not  entertain  and  express  any 
opinion  upon  an  executive  measure,  how  do 
those  who  support  this  expunging  resolution 
jost^y  the  acquittal  of  the  President  which  it 
proclaims? 

No  Senator  believed,  in  1S34,  that,  whether 
the  President  merited  impeachment  or  not,  ho 
ever  would  be  impeached.  In  point  of  fact  he 
has  not  been,  and  wo  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  be  never  will  be,  impeached.  Was 
tbe  n^iori^  of  the  Senate,  in  a  case  where  it 
beUeved  the  constitnUou  and  laws  to  have  been 
violated,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  be 
endangered,  to  remain  nlent,  and  to  reiVain 
turn  prodiumii^  the  truth,  because,  against  all 
bnman  probobili^,  the  Prnddeut  might  be  im- 


peached by  a  majority  of  bis  politioal  friends  in 
the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives  t 

If  an  impeachment  had  been  actually  voted 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  constitution  which  enjoins  silence  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate.  In  such  a  case,  it  would 
have  been  a  matter  of  propriety,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  each  Senator,  to  avoid  the  expression 
of  any  opinion  on  a  matter  upon  which,  as  a 
sworn  judge,  he  would  be  called  to  act. 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  the  question  on 
the  supposition  that  tho  resolution  of  March, 
1834,  implied  such  guilt  in  the  President  that 
he  would  have  been  liable  to  conviction  on  a 
trial  by  impeachment  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  Bnt  the  resolation,  in  &ot,  im- 
ported  no  such  gnilt.  It  nmply  sinned  that 
he  had  "  assumed  npon  himself  authori^  and 

f tower  not  conferred  by  the  constitotjon  and 
awB,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  It  imputed 
no  criminal  motives.  It  did  not  profess  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  heart  of  the  President.  Accord- 
ing to  the  phraseolt^y  of  the  resolution,  the 
exceptionable  act  might  have  been  performed 
with  the  purest  and  most  patriotic  intention. 
The  resolution  neither  affirmed  his  innocence, 
nor  pronounced  his  guilt.  It  amounts,  then, 
says  his  friends  on  this  floor,  to  nothing.  Not 
BO.  If  the  constitution  be  trampled  npon,  and 
the  laws  be  violated,  the  ii^ury  may  be  equaUy 
great  whether  it  has  been  done  with  good  or 
bad  mtentions.  There  may  be  a  difference  to 
the  officer,  none  to  the  country.  The  country, 
as  all  experience  demonstTate8,,has  most  reason 
to.  apprehend  those  encroachments  which  take 
place  on  plansible  pretexts,  and  witii  good  In- 
tentions. 

I  put  it,  Mr.  President,  to  the  calm  and  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  m^ority  of  the 
Senate,  are  you  ready  to  pronounce,  in  the  face 
of  this  enlightened  community,  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  whoever  may  happen  to  be  the  Pres- 
ident, that  the  Senate  dare  not,  in  language  the 
most  inoffensive  and  respectful,  remonstrate 
agdnst  any  execntive  usurpation,  whatever  may 
be  its  degree  or  danger) 

For  one,  I  will  not,  I  cannot.  I  believe  the 
resolution  of  March,  1884,  to  have  been  truf ; 
and  that  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to  pro* 
claim  the  truth.  And  I  solemnly  brieve  tliat 
the  Senate  would  have  been  culpably  neglect- 
ful of  its  duty  to  itself,  to  the  constitution,  and 
to  the  country,  if  it  nod  not  annonnoed  tbe 
truth. 

But  let  me  suppose  that  in  all  this  I  am  mis- 
taken ;  that  the  act  of  the  President,  to  which 
exception  was  made,  was  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  lan- 
guage of  onr  constitntion  and  laws ;  and  that, 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  Senate  at  1834  had 
no  authority  to  pass  judgment  upon  it :  what 
right  hfa  tho  Senate  of  1837,  a  comptment  part 
of  another  Congress,  to  pronoonca  judgment 
upon  its  predecessor  i  How  can  you,  who  ven- 
ture to  impute  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
yon  an  unomislitaUonal  proceeding,  esoi^  a 
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umilar  imputation  ?  VTimt  part  of  the  consti- 
tution commnnicates  to  you  any  authority  to 
arraign  and  try  your  predecessors?  la  what 
article  is  contained  your  power  to  expunge 
what  they  have  done?  And  may  not  the  pre- 
cedent lead  to  a  perpetual  code  of  defacement 
and  restoration  of  the  transactions  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  oonugned  to  the  pnUio  Tecords  | 

Are  yon  not  only  destitute  of  all  authority, 
hnt  positively  forbidden,  to  do  what  the  ex- 
puDging  resolution  proposes?  The  {[(jnnction 
of  the  constitution  to  keep  a  journal  of  oor  pro- 
ceedings is  dear,  express,  and  emphatic.  It  is 
free  from  all  ambiguity ;  no  sophistry  can  per- 
vert the  explicit  language  of  the  instrument  no 
artful  device  can  elude  the  force  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  it  imposes.  If  it  were  jiossible  to 
make  more  manifest  the  duty  which  it  requires 
to  be  performed,  that  was  done  by  the  able  and 
eloquent  speeches,  at  the  last  session,  of  the 
SenMora  fiiom  Yireinia  and  Louisiana,  (Messrs, 
Lkiah  and  PostbbO  and  at  this  of  my  colleague. 
I  ahall  not  repeat  tho  argument.  Bat,  I  would 
ask,  if  there  were  no  eonstdtnUQiuil  requirement 
to  keep  ftjonmsl,  what  constitntioDal  right  has 
the  Senate  of  Uiis  Congress  to  pass  in  judgment 
npon  the  Senate  of  another  Congress,  and  to 
expunge  from  ite  Journal  a  deliberate  act  there 
recorded  ?  Can  an  nnconstitutional  act  of  that 
Senate,  suppo^ng  it  to  be  so,  jostiiy  you  in  per- 
forming another  unconstitutional  act  ? 

But  m  lieu  of  any  argument  npon  tho  point 
Irom  me.  I  beg  leave  to  cite  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate  two  precedents:  one  drawn 
from  the  reign  of  the  most  despotic  monarch  in 
modem  Europe,  under  the  most  despotic  min- 
ister that  ever  bore  sway  over  any  people,  and 
the  other  from  the  pnrest  fountain  of  democracy 
in  thie  ooontry.  I  quote  from  the  intereetiiig 
life  of  the  Cardinal  fiichelien,  written  1^  that 
most  admirable  and  popular  author,  Mr.  James. 
Tlie  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  brotlier  of  Louis  XIII., 
had  been  goaded  into  rebellion  by  the  wary 
'  Bichelien.  The  king  issued  a  decree  declaring 
all  the  supporters  of  the  duke  guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  despatched  to  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  with  an  order  to  register 
it  at  once.  The  parliament  demurred,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  what  was  called  un  arrit  de  partage, 
"  Eiohelieu,  however,  could  bear  no  contradic- 
tion in  the  course  which  he  had  laid  down  for 
himself; "  [How  strong  a  resemblance  does  that 
feature  of  his  character  bear  to  one  of  an  iUns- 
trious  in^vidual  whom  I  will  not  fbrther  de- 
scribe 1]  "  and  hurraing  back  to  Paris  with  the 
£in^  he  sent,  in  the  monarch's  name,  a  com- 
mand for  the  members  of  the  Parliament  to 
present  themselves  at  the  Ix)uvre,  in  a  body 
and  on  foot.  lie  was  obeyed  immediately ;  and 
the  King  receiving  them  with  great  haughti- 
ness, the  Keeper  of  tho  Seals  made  them  a 
epeech  in  which  be  declared  that  they  had  no 
authority  to  deliberate  upon  affairs  of  state; 
that  the  business  of  private  individuals  they 
might  diacusa,  but  that  the  will  of  the  monordi 
in  other  mattera  they  were  alono  colled  npon 


to  register.  The  King  then  tore  with  his  o^n 
hands  the  page  of  the  register  on  which  the 
arrit  de  parage  had  been  inscribed,  and  pun- 
ished witii  suspension  from  their  fhnctions  sev- 
eral of  the  members  of  the  various  courts  com- 
posing the  parliament  of  Paris."  How  repeated 
acts  of  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  pow»  are 
likely  to  sabdne  the  spirit  of  library,  and  to 
render  callous  the  public  sendbility  and  Hm 
fate  which  awaits  us,  if  we  had  not  been  re- 
cently unhappily  taught  in  this  country,  wo 
may  learn  from  the  same  author.  "The 
finances  of  the  State  were  exhausted,  new  im- 
positions were  devised,  and  a  ntmiber  of  new 
offices  created  and  sold.  Against  the  last- 
named  abuse  the  Parliament  ventured  to  re- 
monstrate ;  but  the  Government  of  the  Cardi- 
nal had  for  its  first  principle  despotism,  and  tho 
refractory  members  were  punished,  some  with 
exile,  some  with  suspension  of  their  functions. 
All  were  forced  to  comply  with  his  will;  and 
the  Parliament,  unable  to  reast,  yielded,  st^ 
by  Btej^  to  his  exBctitnis." 

The  other  precedent  is  supplied  by  the  ar- 
chives of  the  democraoT  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1816,  when  it  was  gennme  and  unmixed  with 
any  other  ingr^ient.  ^ 

The  provisions  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  tho 
United  States  and  of  Pennsylvania,  in  regard 
to  the  obligation  to  keep  a!|ioumal,  are  substan- 
tially the  same.  That  of  tiie  United  States  re- 
quires that  "each  House  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lish the  same,  except  such  parts  as  may  in  their 
judgment  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  of  either  House  on  any 
question  shall,  at  ihe  desire  of  one-fifth  of  the 
members  present,  be  entered  on  the  Jonmal.^ 
And  that  of  Pennsylvania  is,  "each  House  shall 
keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  pnblish 
them  weekly,  except  such  parts  as  require  se- 
crecy ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members 
on, any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two 
of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals."  What- 
ever inviolability,  therefore,  is  attached  to  a 
journal,  kept  in  conformity  with  tho  one  con- 
stitution, must  be  equally  stomped  on  that 
kept  under  the  other.  On  tlie  lOth  February, 
1816,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, "the  Speaker  informed  the  House 
that  a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in 
a  decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to 
expunge  certain  proceedings  from  the  Journal, 
he  was  de^roos  of  having  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  that  decusion,  viz:  that  a  majority 
can  ezpnnge  from  the  Journal  any  proceedings 
in  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  call- 
ed." TVhereupon  Mr.  Holgate  and  Mr.  Smith 
appealed  from  said  decision ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, Is  the  Speaker  right  in  his  decision  !  the 
members  present  voted  as  follows :  yeas  tfaree^ 
nays  seventy-eight.  Among  the  latter  are  to 
be  found  the  two  Senators  now  representing  in 
this  body  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the 
same  day  a  motion  was  made  by  one  of  them 
(Ur.  Bvciusab}  and  Hr.  Kelly,  uid  read,  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONaBBSS. 


117 


Jaxuamx,  1S37.] 

fbUowB :  Setohed^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Boose  no  part  of  the  journals  of  uie  House  can 
be  ezpoQged,  even  by  onanimons  coiueDt." 

The'Senote  obserres  that  the  qnestton  aroee 
m  a  cose  where  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been 
*  called.  Eren  In  mob  a  case  there  vere  bnt 
four  members  oat  of  eighty-two  that  thoaght  it 
was  competent  to  the  Hoxise  to  expnnge.  Had 
the  yeas  and  nays  been  called  and  recorded,  as 
they  were  on  the  resolation  of  March,  1884, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  solitary  vote  in 
the  Konse  of  Eepresentatives  of  Pennsylvania 
in  snpport  of  the  power  of  ezpnnging.  And  if 
you  can  expunge  the  resolntion,  why  toaj  you 
not  expunge  dso  the  recorded  yeas  and  nays 
attached  to  it  ? 

But  if  the  matter  of  expuncttou  be  contrary 
to  the  truth  of  the  case,  reproachfhl  for  its  base 
subservient^,  derontory  from  the  jost  and  ne- 
cessary powers  of  the  Senate,  and  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish  this 
dark  deed  is  also  nighly  exceptionable.  The 
expun^ng  resolution,  which  is  to  blot  out  or 
enshroud  the  four  or  five  lines  in  which  the 
resolntion  of  1834  stands  recorded,  or  rather 
the  recitals  by  which  it  is  preceded,  are  span 
out  into  a  thread  of  eaormous  length.  It  runs, 
whereas,  and  whereas,  and  whereas,  and  where- 
as, and  whereas,  &c.,  into  a  formidable  array 
of  nine  several  whereases.  One  who  should 
have  the  courage  to  begin  to  read  them,  nna- 
waro  of  what  was  to  be  &e!r  detominatidn, 
would  think  that  at  the  end  of  such  a  tremen- 
don3  display  he  must  find  the  very  deviL  It  is 
like  a  kite  or  a  comet,  except  that  the  order  of 
nature  ia  inverted,  and  the  tail,  instead  of  being 
behind,  is  before  tbe  body  to  which  it  is  ap- 
pended. 

I  ahull  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  by  inquir- 
ing into  the  truth  of  all  the  assertions  of  fact 
and  of  principle  centred  in  these  recitals.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  expose  them  all,  and  : 
to  sho^  that  not  one  of  them  has  more  than  a 
colorable  foundation.  It  is  asserted  by  one  of 
them  that  the  Preadent  was  put  upon  his  trial, 
and  condemned,  unheard,,  by  the  Benate,  in 
1884.  Was  that  true?  Was  it  a  trial?  Can 
the  m^ority  now  assert,  upon  their  ostha, 
and  in  their  conadenceB,  that  there  was  any 
or  condomnaUon?  During  the  warmth  of 
debsts,  Senators  might  endeavor  to  persaade 
themselves  and  the  public  that  the  proceeding 
of  1834  was,  in  its  effects  and  consequences,  a 
trial,  and  would  be  a  condemnation  of  the  Pres- 
ident ;  bnt  now,  after  the  lapse  of  near  three 
years,  when  the  excitement  arising  from  an 
animated  discussion  has  passed  away,  it  is 
marvellous  that  any  one  should  be  prepared  to 
assert  that  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  character  of  an  executive  act 
was  an  arraignment,  trial,  and  conviction,  of 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  States ! 

Another  ftot,  asserted  in  one  of  these  reeitab, 
is,  that  the  resolntion  of  18S4,  in  eitiier  of  the 
finms  in  whioh  it  wbb  orlginoUy  presented  or 


subsequently  modified,  prior  to  the  final  shape 
which  it  assumed  when  adopted,  would  have 
been  rejected  by  a  minority  of  the  Senate. 
What  evidence  is  there  in  support  of  this  asser- 
tion! Kbne.  It  is,  I  verily  believe,  directly 
contraiy  to  the  fact  In  either  of  the  modifica- 
tions of  the  resolution  I  have  not  a  doubt  that 
it  would  have  passed  1  They  were  all  made  in 
that  spirit  of  accommodation  by  which  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  has  ever  regulated  his 
conduct  as  a  member  of  a  deliberative  body. 
In  not  one  dn^e  instance  did  he  understand 
from  any  Senator  at  whose  request  he  made  the 
modification  that  without  it  he  would  vote 
sgfunst  the  resolntdon.  How,  then,  can  even 
the  Senators  who  were  of  the  minority  of  1834 
undertake  to  make  the  assertion  in  question? 
How  can  the  new  Senators,  who  have  come 
here  ^ce,  pledge  themselves  to  the  fket  asserted 
in  the  rental  of  which  they  could  not  have  had 
any  conusance?  Bat  all  the  members  of  the 
m^ority — the  veterans  and  the  raw  recruits — 
the  six  rears*  men  and  the  six  weeks*  men- 
are  requbed  to  concur  in  this  most  unfounded 
assertion,  as  I  believe  it  to  be.  I  submit  it  to 
one  of  the  latter  (looking  towards  Ifr.  Daka, 
from  Maine,  here  by  a  temporary  appointment 
from  the  Executive)  whether,  instead  of  inun- 
dating the  Senate  with  a  torrent  of  ftilsome  and 
revolting  adulation  poured  on  the  President,  it 
would  not  be  wiser  and  more  patriotic  to  Ulos- 
trate  the  brief  period  of  his  senatorial  existence 
by  some  great  measure  fivn^t  with  genenl 
benefit  to  the  whole  Union  ?  Or,  if  he  will  not 
or  cannot  elevate  himself  to  a  Tiew  ot  the  intei^ 
ests  tk  the  entlra  country,  whether  he  had  not 
better  dedicate  his  time  to  an  investigation  into 
tiie  causes  of  an  alien  Jurisdiction  bting  still 
exercised  over  a  large  port  of  the  territory  <rf 
the  State  which  he  represents?  And  why  the 
American  carrying  trade  to  the  British  colonies, 
in  which  his  State  was  so  deeply  interested,  has 
been  lost  by  a  most  Improriaent  and  bungling 
arrangement? 

Mr.  President,  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to 
be  accomplished  by  this  expimging  resolution? 
What  new  honor  or  fresh  laur^  irill  it  win  for 
our  common  country?  Is  the  power  of  the  Sen- 
ate BO  vast  that  it  ooght  be  ciroDmsctibed,  and 
that  of  the  President  so  restricted  that  it  on^t 
tobeextended?  What  power  has  the  Senate  9 
None,  separately.  It  can  only  act  jointiy  with 
the  other  Honse,  or  jointly  witii  the  Exeoutive. 
And  although  the  theory  of  the  constitution 
snpposes,  when  consulted  by  him,  it  may  freely 
^ve  an  lUKrmatlve  or  negative  response,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice,  as  it  now  exists,  it  has  lost 
the  faculty  of  pronouncing  the  negative  mono- 
syllable. When  the  Senate  expresses  its  delib- 
erate Judgment,  la  the  form  of  resolution,  that 
resolution  has  no  compulsory  force,  but  appeals 
only  to  the  dispassionate  intelligence,  the  calm 
reason,  and  the  sober  judgment,  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  Senate  has  no  army,  no  navy,  no 
patronage,  no  lucrative  offices,  nor  ^ttwiog 
honors^  to  bestow.  Annmd  us  there  is  no 
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■warm  of  gr«edy  expectaata,  rendering  us  hom- 
age, antadpating  onr  wishes,  and  rea^  to  eze- 
oate  onr  commuids. 

How  is  it  with  the  President  ?  Is  he  power- 
kUf  He  is  fait  from  one  extremify  to  the 
other  of  this  vast  republic.  By  means  of  prin- 
ciples which  be  has  introduced,  and  innova- 
tions which  he  has  mode  in  our  institationa, 
alas  I  bnt  .too  mnch  countenanced  bj  Congress 
and  a  conAding  people, 'he  exercises  nncon- 
trolled  the  power  of  the  State.  In  one  hand  he 
holds  the  parse,  and  in  the  other  brandishes  the 
sword  of  the  country.  Myriads  of  dependants 
and  partisans,  scattered  over  the  land,  are  ever 
leady  to  sing  hosannos  to  him,  and  to  land  to 
the  uies  whatever  be  does.  He  has  swept  over 
the  QoTemment,  during  the  last  eight  years, 
like  a  tropical  tornado.  Every  department  ex- 
hibits traces  of  the  ravages  of  the  storm.  Take 
as  one  example  the  Bans  of  the  United  States. 
Ko  institution  could  have  been  more  popular 
with  the  people,  with  Congress,  and  with  State 
Leg^aturesw  None  ever  better  fulfilled  the 
great  pnnxwes  of  its  establishment  But  it  un- 
fortunately incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Pres- 
ident; he  spoke,  and  the  bank  lies  prostrate. 
And  those  who  were  loudest  in  its  praise  are 
now  loudest  in  its  condemnation.  "What  object 
of  his  ambition  is  unsatisfied  ?  When  disabled 
from  age  any  longer  to  hold  the  sceptre  of 
power,  he  deugnates  his  snccessor,  and  trans- 
mits it  to  his  fiiToritel  What  more  does  he 
want!  Most  we  blot,  deface,  and  mutilate  the 
records  of  the  countiy,  to  punish  the  presmnp- 
tnousnesa  of  expressing  an  opinion  contrary  to 
his  own  ? 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  expun^ng  resolution  ?  Can  you  make 
.  that  not  to  be  wbic^  has  been  ?  Can  you  erad- 
icate from  memory  and  from  history  the  fact 
that  in  Karoh,  1884,  a  m^ority  of  ^e  Senate 
of  the  United  States  passed  the  resolution  which 
excites  your  enmity?  Is  it  your  yain.  and 
wicked  object  to  arrogate  to  yourselves  that 

Sower  of  annihilating  uie  past  which  has  been 
enied  to  Omnipotence  itself?  Do  you  intend 
to  thmst  your  nands  into  onr  hewts,  and  to 
plock  out  the  deeply  rooted  convictiona  which 
are  there  ?  Or  is  it  your  design  merely  to  stig- 
mstize  us  f  Yon  cannot  stigmatize  us. 
Ne'er  yet  did  1mm  diibooor  blnr  onr  tuunsu 

Stao^inff  secnrely  upon  onr  conscious  recti- 
tude, and  bearing  aJoft  the  shield  of  tlie  consti- 
tntion  of  onr  country,  your  puny  efforts  are 
impotent;  and  we  defy  all  your  power.  Put 
the  majority  of  1884  in  one  scale,  and  that  by 
which  uiis  expunging  resolution  is  to  be  carried 
in  the  other,  and  let  truth  and  justice,  in  heaven 
above  and  on  earth  below,  and  liberty  and  pa- 
triotism, decide  the  preponderance. 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  ezpun^nff  resolution  t  Is  It  to  appease 
the  wrath  and  to  heal  the  wounded  pride  of  the 
Chief  Ua^strate?  If  he  be  really  the  hero 
that  his  friends  represent  him,  be  must  despise 


all  mean  condescension,  all  grovelling  syco- 
^iuic7,  all  self-degradation  and  setf-abasement. 
He  would  rdect,  with  acorn  and  contempt,  as 
unworthy  of  iiis  fiune,  yonr  black  scratches  and 
your  baby  lines  in  the  fiur  records  of  his  coun- 
try. Black  lines  I  Black  lines  I  Sir,  t  hoA 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  will  preserve  tne 
l>en  with  which  he  may  inscribe  them,  and  pre- 
sent it  to  that  Senator  of  the  majority  whom 
he  may  select,  aa  a  proud  trophy,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  his  descendants.  And  hereafter, 
when  we  shall  lose  the  forma  of  onr  free  insti- 
tutions, all  that  now  remain  to  us,  some  fatnre 
American  monarch,  la  gratitude  to  those  by 
whose  means  he  has  been  enabled,  upon  the 
ruins  of  civil  liberty,  to  erect  a  throne,  and  to 
commemorate  especially  this  exptu^ng  resolu- 
tion, may  institnte  a  new  order  of  knighthood, 
and  confer  on  it  the  appn^riate  name  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Black  Lines. 

But  why  should  I  det^n  the  Senate,  or  need- 
lessly waste  my  breath  in  fruitless  exertitms. 
The  decree  has  gone  forth.  It  is  one  of  urgency, 
too.  The  deed  is  to  be  done— that  foul  deed 
which,  like  the  blood-sttuned  hands  of  tlie  guilty 
Macbeth,  all  ocean's  waters  will  never  waM 
out.  Proceed,  then,  to  the  noble  work  whicli 
lies  before  you,  and,  like  other  skilful  execn- 
tioners,  do  it  quickly.  And  when  you  have 
perpetrated  it,  ^  home  to  the  people,  and  tell 
them  what  glonons  honors  yon  have  achieved 
for  onr  conmion  country.  Tdl  them  that  yoa 
have  extinguished  one  of  the  Inightest  and  purest 
lights  that  ever  burnt  at  the  futar  of  dvil  lib- 
erty. Ten  them  that  yon  have  fenced  one  of 
the  noblest  batteries  that  ever  thundered  in  de- 
fence of  the  constitution,  and  bravely  spiked 
the  cannon.  Tell  them  that,  henccforwanl,  no 
matter  what  daring  or  outrageous  act  any  Presi- 
dent may  perform,  you  have  forever  hermeti- 
cally sealed  the  mouth  of  the  Senate.  Tell 
them  that  he  may  fearlessly  assume  what  powers 
he  pleases,  snatch  from  its  lawful  custody  the 
public  purse,  command  a  military  detachment 
to  enter  the  halls  of  the  Capitol,  overawe  Con- 
gress, trample  down  the  constitution,  and  raze 
every  bulwark  of  freedom;  hot  that  the  Senate 
most  stand  mute,  in  nlent  Bubmissim,  and  not 
dare  to  raise  its  opposing  voioe.  That  it  must 
wut  until  a  Honse  of  Representatives,  humUed 
and  subdued  like  itself^  and  a  mq'ority  of  it 
composed  of  the  partisans  of  the  President,  shall 
prefer  articles  of  impeachment  Tell  them, 
finally,  that  yoa  bave  restored  the  glorious  doo- 
trine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance. 
And,  if  the  people  do  not  pour  out  their  indig- 
nation and  imprecations,  I  nave  yet  to  learn  the 
character  of  American  freemen. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded, 

Mr.  BucnANAX  rose  and  spoke  as  follows ; 

Mr.  President:  a^r  the  able  and  eloquent 
display  of  the  Senator  from  Eentncky  (Mr. 
Clat)  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  after  hav- 
ing so  long  enchdned  the  attention  of  his  au- 
dience, it  might  be  the  dictate  of  prudence  for 
me  to  remain  ulent.  But  I  feel  too  deeply  my 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OV  OON^BESS. 


119 


JunFAKT,  1837.] 

responsibility  as  an  American  Senator,  not  to 
make  the  attempt  to  place  before  the  Senate 
and  the  country  the  reasons  which,  ^n  mj  opin- 
ion, will  justify  the  rote  which  I  intraid  to  give 
this  day. 

A  more  grave  and  solemn  question  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  tiian  the  one  now  under  disoos- 
rion.  This  S^ate  is  now  called  upon  to  review 
its  own  deoi^on,  to  n^udge  Us  own  Justice,  and 
to  flimihilate  its  own  sentence,  deliberately  pro- 
nounced agfunst  the  co-ordinate  executive 
branch  of  utis  Government.  On  the  28th  of 
Mon^  183^^  the  American  Senate,  in  the  face 
of  the  American  people,  in  the  face  cf  the  whole 
world,  by  a  solemn  resolution,  pronounced  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country — of  that  cou- 
Biitution  which  he  had  solemnly  awom  to  "  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend."  Whether  we  con- 
uder  the  exalted  character  of  the  tribunal  which 
pronounced  this  condemnation,  or  the  illnstrioas 
object  ^^nst  which  it  was  directed,  we  ought 
to  feel  deeply  impressed  with  the  high  and  last- 
ing importance  of  the  presmt  proceeding.  It 
Is  m  &ot,  if  not  In  form,  the  trial  of  the  Senate 
for  iiaving  unjustly  and  tmconstitutionaUy  tried 
and  conMnmcd  the  President;  and  their  ac- 
cusers are  the  American  people.  In  this  canse 
I  am  one  of  the  judges.  In  some  respects,  it  is 
a  pMnful  position  for  me  to  occupy.  It  is  vain, 
however,  to  express  unavailing  regrets.  I  must, 
and  shall,  firmly  and  sternly,  do  my  duty,  al- 
though in  the  performance  of  it  I  may  wound 
the  feeliuffs  of  gentlemen  whom  I  respect  and 
esteem.  I  shall  proceed  no  further  than  the 
occasion  demands,  and  will,  therefore,  justify. 

Who  was  ^e  President  of  the  United  States 
against  whom  this  sentence  has  been  pro- 
nounced t  Andrew  Jackson — a  name  which 
every  American  mother,  after  the  party  strife 
which  agitates  us  for  the  present  moment  shall 
have  passed  away,  will,  auring  all  the  genera- 
tions which  this  republic  is  destined  to  endure, 
teach  her  infant  to  lisp  with  that  of  the  ven- 
erated name  of  Washington.  The  one  was  the 
founder,  the  other  the  preserver,  of  the  libortios 
of  his  country. 

If  President  Jackson  has  been  guilty  of  vio- 
lating the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  let 
impartial  jnstice  take  its  coarse.  I  admit  that 
it  IS  no  justificalion  for  such  a  crime  that  his 
long  life  has  been  more  distinguished  hy  acts 
criT  disinterested  patriotism  than  that  of  any 
American  citizen  now  living.  It  is  no  Justifica- 
tion that  the  honesty  of  his  heart  and  the  parity 
of  his  intentions  have  become  proverbial,  even 
amongst  his  political  enemies.  Itisno  joatifi- 
cation  that  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  in  the 
day  of  battle,  he  has  been  his  country's  shield. 
If  he  has  been  guilty,  let  his  name  be  "  damned 
to  everlasting  fame,"  with  those  of  Oeeaar  and 
of  Kapoleon. 

I^  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  pure  and  immac- 
ulate from  the  charge,  let  ns  be  swift  to  do  him 
jnsUoe,  and  to  blot  oat  the  &ial  stigma  which 


{Souse. 

the  Senate  have  placed  upon  his  character.  If 
we  are  not,  he  may  go  down  to  the  grave  in 
doubt  as  to  what  may  be  the  final  judpnent  of 
his  country.  In  any  event,  he  must  soon  retire 
to  the  shades  of  private  life.  Shall  we,  then, 
suffer  his  official  term  to  expire  without  first 
doing  him  justice  ?  It  m^y  be  said  of  me,  as  it 
has  already  been  said  of  other  Senators,  that  I 
am  (me  of  the  gross  adulators  of  the  President. 
But,  rir,  I  have  never  said  thiu  much  of  him 
whilst  he  was  In  the  meridian  of  his  power. 
Now  that  his  political  sun  is  nearly  set,  I  fed 
myself  at  liberty  to  pour  forth  my  gratefnl  feel- 
ings, as  an  American  citizen,  to  a  man  who  has 
done  so  much  for  his  coantry.  I  have  never, 
for  myself;  either  directly  or  indirectly,  solicitea 
office  at  his  hands;  and  my  character  must 
greatly  change,  if  I  should  ever  do  so  from  any 
of  his  successors.  If  I  should  bestow  upon  him 
the  meed  of  my  poor  prusa  it  springs  from  an 
impulse  for  different  from  that  which  has  been 
attributed  to  the  majority  on  this  floor.  I  speak 
as  on  independent  freeman  and  American  Sena- 
tor ;  and  I  feel  proud  now  to  have  the  <^por> 
tanit7  of  raising  my  voice  in  hia  defence. 

On  the  S8th  day  of  ICarch  1884,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  resolved  "  that  the  Pred- 
dent,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both." 

In  discussing  this  subject,  I  shall  undertake 
to  prove,  first,  that  this  resolution  is  uqjust; 
secondly,  that  it  is  nnconstitntional ;  and  in  the 
last  place,  that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  from 
our  journals,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbntob.) 

First,  then,  it  is  unjoat.  On  this  hranoh  cf 
the  sal^eot,  I  had  intended  to  confine  myself  to 
a  hare  expression  cf  my  own  decided  opiidon. 
This  point  has  heen  so  often  and  so  ably  dis- 
cussed, that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  cast  any 
new  light  upon  it.  But  as  it  is  my  intention  to 
follow  the  footsteps  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Olat,)  wherever  they  may  lead,  I 
must  again  tread  the  ground  which  has  been  so 
often  trodden.  As  the  Senator,  however,  has 
confined  himself  to  a  mere  passing  reference  to 
l^e  topics  which  this  head  presents,  I  shall,  in 
this  particular,  follow  his  example. 

Although  the  resolation  condemning  the 
President  is  vague  and  general  in  its  terms^ 
yet  we  all  know  that  it  was  founded  upon  his 
removal  of  the  pnblio  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  Senate  from  Ken- 
tucky has  contended  that  this  act  was  a  vidflr 
tion  of  law.  And  why!  Beoarae,  eaja  he,  it 
is  well  known  that  the  public  money  was  aecnre 
in  that  institution ;  and  by  its  charter  the  puhlio 
deposits  could  not  be  removed  from  it,  unless 
under  a  just  apprehension  that  they  were  in 
danger.  Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  remove  these  deposits, 
except  for  the  sue  reason  that  their  safb^  was 
in  danger,  tiia  Senatw  has  establiabed  Us  post' 
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tloD.  Bnt  wlmt  is  the  fact?  Waa  the  Govem- 
ment  thus  restricted  bj  the  terms  of  the  bank 
diarter  I  I  answer,  no.  Sach  a  limitation  is 
nowhere  to  be  found  in  it  Let  me  read  the 
Mzteenth  aeotion,  which  is  the  only  one  relating 
to  the  sal^JeoL  It  enacta,  '*tiiat  the  deposits 
of  the  money  <^  the  United  States  in  places  in 
which  the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  maj 
be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said  buik  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
lYeasnry  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct;  in  which  case,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  sesedoc, 
tiie  reasons  of  sach  order  or  direction." 

Is  not  the  anUiority  thos  conferred  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aa  brood  and  as 
ample  as  the  English  langaage  will  admit? 
Where  ia  the  limitatitm,  where  the  resMction  1 
One  might  have  snppmed,  from,  the  argnment 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  charter 
had  restricted  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
from  removing  the  deposits,  unless  ho  believed 
them  to  be  insecure  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but  the  language  of  the  law  itself  com- 
pletely refutes  his  argument.  They  were  to 
remain  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
"  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct." 

The  sole  limitation  npon  the  discretion  of 
that  officer  was  his  immediate  and  direct  re- 
qMQsibility  to  Congress.  To  ua  he  was  bound 
to  render  his  reasons  for  removing  the  deposits. 
We,  and  we  alone,  are  constituted  thojudgea 
to  the  snffioienoy  of  these  reasons. 

It  wonld  be  an  easy  task  to  prove  that  the 
authors  of  the  bank  charter  acted  wisely  in  not 
limiting  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  tiie  deposits  to  the  single  case  of 
th^  apprehended  insecurity.  We  may  imagine 
many  ouier  reasons  which  would  have  rendered 
tiieir  removal  both  wise  and  expedient.  But  I 
ffH-bear,  especially  as  the  case  now  before  tiie 
Senate  presenta  as  strilnng  an  iUqstration  of 
this  proposition  as  I  could  posnbl)'  ima^^e. 
Upon  what  prindple,  then,  do  I  Josnfy  the  re- 
moval of  the  deports  ? 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  bad  deter- 
mined to  i^ply  for  a  recharter  at  the  session 
of  Congress  immediatdy  preceding  the  last 
prondential  election.  Frqwiatory  to  t^  wpli- 
oataon,  and  whilst  it  was  i>ending,  in  the  abort 
space  of  rizteen  months,  it  had  increased  ite 
loans  more  than  $28,000,000.  They  rose  from 
forty-two  millions  to  seventy  millions  between 
the  Imt  of  December,  1880,  and  th»  1st  of 
May,  1882.  Whilst  ^is  boasted  regubtor  of 
the  currency  was  thus  expanding  its  discounts, 
all  the  local  banks  followed  the  example.  The 
impulse  of  self-interest  urgod  them  to  pnrsae 
tliis  course.  A  delusive  prosperity  was  thus 
spread  over  the  land.  Money,  everywhere, 
became  plenty.  The  bank  was  regarded  as  the 
beneficent  parent,  who  was  pouring  her  money 
out  into  the  liq[ieof  her  chiklrea.  She  thou^t 


herself  wise  and  provident  in  tlius  rendering 
herself  popular.  The  recharter  passed  both 
Houses  of  pongress  by  trtnmplumt  m^orities. 
Bnt  then  oame  "  the  firost,  the  killing  frost." 
It  was  not  BO  easy  to  propitiate  "  the  Old  Bo- 
man."  AUliongh  he  irall  jmew  the  power  and 
influence  whien  ttie  bank  could  exert  against 
him  at  the  then  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion, he  cast  such  considerations  to  the  winds. 
He  vetoed  the  bill,  and,  in  the  mobt  scdenm 
manner,  placed  himself  for  trial  upon  this 
question  before  the  American  people. 

From  that  moment  the  faith  of  many  of  his 
former  friends  begtm  to  grow  cold.  The  bank 
openly  took  the  field  agunst  his  re-election. 
It  expended  large  sums  in  subsidizing  editors, 
and  in  cdroulating  pamphlets,  and  papers,  and 
speeches,  throofhoat  the  Union,  calculated  to 
iofiame  the  public  mind  agdnst  the  PreudeiU. 
I  merely  glance  at  these  uings. 

Let  UB  pause,  for  a  rin^^e  moment,  to  con- 
tider  the  oonsequeneee  <tf  sneh  conduct  What 
right  bad  the  Innk,  as  a  corporation,  to  enter 
the  arena  of  politics,  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing itself  and  attacking  the  President  Whilst 
I  freely  admit  that  each  individual  stockholdv 
possessed  the  same  rights,  in  this  respect,  as 
ever^  other  American  citizen,  I  pray  you  to 
consider  what  a  dangerous  precedent  the  bonk 
has  thus  established.  Our  banks  now  number 
nearly  a  thousand,  and  our  other  chartered 
institutions  are  almost  innumerable.  If  all 
these  corporations  are  to  be  justified  in  n^ng 
tlieir  corporate  funds  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing elections,  of  elevating  their  political 
friends^  and  crushing  tlieir  puitical  foes,  our 
condition  is  tmly  deploral^.  We  shall  thus 
introduce  into  the  mate  a  new,  a  dangeroos, 
and  an  alannlng  power,  the  efiiect^  of  which  no 
man  can  anticipate.  Watchful  Jealousy  ia  the 
price  which  a  free  people  must  ever  pay  for 
their  liijerties;  and  this  Jealousy  shoald  be 
argus-«yed  in  watching  tiie  poUticai  movements 
of  corporations. 

After  the  bank  had  been  defeated  in  the  pres- 
idential election,  it  adopted  a  new  course  of 
policy.  What  it  had  been  unable  to  accomplish 
by  making  money  plenty,  it  determined  it  wonld 
wrest  from  the  snfiferiogs  of  the  people  by  mak- 
ing money  scarce.  Pressure  and  panic  that 
became  its  weapons;  and  with  these  it  was 
determined,  if  possible,  to  extort  a  reoharter 
frxHD  the  Amoioan  pec^Ie.  It  commenced  this 
warfare  upon  the  interests  d  the  country  about 
the  Ist  of  August,  1888.  In  two  short  months 
it  decreased  its  loans  more  than  four  miUions 
of  dollars,  whilst  tiie  deposits  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment with  it  had  increased,  during  the  same 
period,  two  millions  and  a  quarter.  I  speak 
in  round  nninbers.  It  was  then  in  the  act  of 
rcdacing  its  discounts  at  the  rate  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  month. 
'  The  State  banks  had  expanded  their  loans 
with  the  former  expan»on  of  the  Book  of  the 
United  States,  It  now  became  necessary  to 
oontnwjt  then.  The  severest  pressure  began 
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to  be  felt  everywhere.  Had  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States  been  pendtted  abort  time 
longer  to  proceed  in  uis  oonne^  Kutified  it 
WAB  irith  i]ie  millions  of  Government  which 
it  held  <m  deposit,  a  soene  of  almort  universal 
bankniptcy  and  inBolvency  mnst  have  been 
presented  in  oar  oommwctal  cities.  It  thns 
becanie  absolntelj  neoeaaarjr  for  the  President 
either  to  deprive  the  bank  of  the  pablio  de- 
posits, as  the  onlj  means  of  protecting  the 
State  banks,  and,  through  them,  the  people, 
from  these  impending  evils,  or  calndy  to  look 
on  and  see  it  sprea^ng  min  thTonghont  the 
land.  It  vaa  necessary  for  him  to  adopt  this 
policy  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  nmversal 
aerangemcat  of  tbe  eorrency,  a  general  sacri- 
fice cl  proger^t  ^  inevitaUe  eonB» 
qnenoe,  the  re<U]uBrter  of  this  institatioii. 

By  tiie  removal  of 'the  depodta,  he  straok  a 
UoT  against  tbe  bsDok  trtm  vhidt  it  bos  never 
einoe  recovered.  Ttus  was  the  dab  of  Herenles 
with  which  he  slew  the  Hydra.  This  was  the 
master-stroke  by  which  hie  prostrated  what  a 
large  miyority  <u  tbe  American  people  believe 
to  nave  been  a  corrnpt  and  a  cormpting  insti- 
tation.  For  this  he  is  not  only  justified,  bat 
deserves  the  eternal  gratitude  of  his  coontry. 
For  this  the  Senate  have  oondemned  him ;  but 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  huled  him 
as  a  deliverer. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  Preddent,  by  removing  tlw 
deposits  from  the  Bank  ot  the  United  Statea, 
united  in  his  own  person  the  power  of  the  purse 
of  the  nation  with  that  of  the  a wwd.  I  think 
it  is  not  difficult  to  answer  this  ai^oment 
"What  was  to  become  of  the  pablio  money,  in 
ease  it  hod  been  removed  from  the  Bank  c€  the 
United  States,  under  its  charter,  for  the  cause 
which  the  Senator  himself  deems  jastifiable? 
Why,  sir,  it  wonld  then  have  been  inmiediately 
remitted  to  the  goardianship  of  those  laws 
under  which  it  had  been  protected  before  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States  was  called  into  exists 
ence.  Snch  was  the  present  case.  In  regard 
to  this  point,  no  mattw  whether  the  cause  of 
removal  were  soffloiait  or  not,  the  moment  the 
depoaita  were  actually  removedf  they  became 
suqieot  to  tiie  pre-eriath^  l&w%  and  not  to  the 
orutnry  will  of  the  Presideiit 

The  Senator  from  Kentudgr  has  contended 
that  tite  President  violated  theoonstitntion  and 
tbe  lawa  by  dismissing  Mr.  Duone  from  office 
beeanse  he  wonld  not  remove  the  deposits,  and 
if  i^pointiug  Mr.  Taney  to  aooompliah  this 
purpose.  I  shall  not  discuss  at  any  length  tbe 
power  of  removal.  It  is  now  too  late  in  the 
day  to  (jnestioa  it  That  the  Executive  pos- 
sesses this  power  was  decided  by  the  first  Con- 
gress. It  has  often  since  been  discassed  and 
decided  In  the  same  nuumer,  and  it  has  been 
exercised  by  every  Preiddent  of  the  United 
States.  The  Preaidmt  is  bound  by  the  eoosti- 
tDtion  to  "  take  care  that  tha  laws  be  fiaithfiai^ 
axeovted."  If  he  cannot  remore  hia  axeoatlve 
flffiotti,  it  is  hnpoasiUa  that  ha  can  pexfoim 
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this  duty.  Every  inferior  officer  might  set  up 
for  himself;  might  violate  the  laws  of  the 
coontry,  and  pat  him  at  defianoe,  whilst  he 
would  remain  perfoetly  powerless.  Be  oonld 
not  axreot  thev  career.  A  forugn  minu^, 
might  be  betraying  and  disgraoinff  the  nation 
abroad,  without  any  pawer  to  recall  bim  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate.  This  con- 
atructioa  of  the  oonstitotion  invcAves  so  many 
dangers,  and  so  many  absuidiliea,  that  it  could 
not  be  maintained  for  a  moment,  even  if  there 
had  not  been  a  constant  practice  against  it  of 
almost  half  a  century. 

But  it  is  contended  by  the  Senator  that  the 
Secretory  of  tbe  Treasury  is  a  sort  of  inde- 
pendent power  in  the  State,  and  is  released  from 
the  control  of  the  Executive.  And  why? 
Knqily  beonse  he  is  directed  by  law  to  msika 
his  annual  repfnrt  to  Gongresa^  and  not  to  tlia 
Fnaident.  If  this  porition  1m  correct,  than  ft 
neoeasarily  folldlrs  tiiot  the  Executive  is  t»- 
leased  fema  the  obligation  of  takkig  care  that 
the  numeroas  and  important  acts  of  Oongreas 
regulating  the  fiscal  oonoems  of  the  country 
shall  be  nithfally  executed.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  thus  made  independent  of  his 
controL  What  wonld  be  the  position  of  this 
officer  under  such  a  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution and  laws,  it  wonld  be  very  difficult  to 
decide.  And  this  wondsrAil  traiuformation  of 
his  character  has  arisen  from  the  mere  oircam- 
stanoe  that  Congress  have  by  law  directed  him 
to  moke  an  annaal  r^ort  to  them  I  No,  sir ; 
the  Enentive  la  remonaiUa  to  OoofpieaB  for  ib» 
futhfhl  ezeootion  of  the  laws ;  and  if  the  pres- 
ent or  any  other  President  should  prove  mitii- 
less  to  his  high  trust,  the  present  Senate,  not- 
withstanding all  which  has  been  said,  wotud  be 
as  ready  as  their  predecessors  to  infiiot  condign 
punishment  upon  him,  in  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  the  constibition, 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  great  question  of 
the  oonstitatifHial  power  of  the  Senate  to  adopt 
the  resdution  of  March,  1884.  It  is  my  firm 
conviction  that  the  Senate  possesses  no  such 
power ;  and  it  is  now  my  purpose  to  establish 
this  position.  The  decision  on  tbis  point  must 
depend  upon  a  true  answer  to  tiie  questiML  does 
this  resolution  mmtaln  any  inq>uohahle  uiarge 
against  the  Fresidentt  If  it  does,  I  trurt  I 
shall  demonstrata  that  the  Senate  violated  its 
constitutional  dn^  in  mrooeeding  to  condemn 
him  hi  this  mamier.  1  ahall  agdn  read  the 
reatdntion: 

"Jisaolved^  That  the  President,  fai  the  late  execi^ 
tlvo  proceedings  in  rdation  to  tiie  pabUc  roTemie, 
has  asBumed  upon  lumself  aothoii^  and  power  not 
conferred  hj  the  oonstitutkni  and  laws^  but  in  detoga- 
twm  of  both." 

This  language  is  brief  and  comprehensive. 
It  comes  at  once  to  the  point.  It  bears  a  strik- 
ing impress  of  the  character  ot  the  Senator 
tiom  Keutooky.  Doea  it  charge  an  Impeach- 
able ofibnoe  against  the  Freaidentf 

The  fourth  section  of  the  second  article  of 
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the  oonstitation  declares  that  "  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  all  invil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on 
impeachment  for,  and  conviction  treason, 
.  bribery,  or  oth«r  high  orimea  and  miadanean- 
<as." 

It  haa  been  contended  that  this  condennuitMy 
resolntion  contains  no  impeachable  offence,  be- 
cause it  charges  no  criminal  intenticm  agunst 
the  President ;  and  I  admit  that  it  does  not 
atblbnte  to  him  any  corrupt  motive  in  enress 
words.  Is  this  BofBcient  to  convince  the  Jadg- 
menC  of  any  impartial  man  that  none  snch  was 
intended  ?  Let  us,  for  a  few  moments,  examine 
tliis  proposition.  If  it  be  well  founded,  the 
Senate  may  forever  hereafter  nsarp  the  power 
of  trying,  oondemning,  and  destroying,  any 
officer  of  the  Government,  without  affording 
him  the  slightest  opportoui^  of  being  heard  in 
his  defence.  They  may  tfaos  abase  their  poww, 
and  prostrate  any  object  <tf  thcnr  vengeance.  It 
sepms  we  have  now  made  the  discovery  that 
the  Seni^  are  authorized  to  exert  tiiis  tre- 
mendous power ;  that  they  may  that  aanune 
to  themselves  the  office  both  of  accusers  and  of 
jodge,  provided  the  indictment  contains  no 
express  allegation  of  a  criminal  intention.  The 
Freddent,  or  any  officer  of  the  Government, 
may  be  dwonnced  by  the  Senate  as  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  of*  his  country,  as  derelict 
in  the  performance  of  his  public  duties,  provided 
there  be  no  express  imputation  of  an  improper 
motive.  The  characters  of  men  whose  repnta- 
tion  is  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives  miqr  thus 
be  destroyed.  They  may  be  bdd  ap  to  pnl^ 
execration  by  the  omiMoa  of  a  nw  formal 
words.  The  condemnation  of  the  Senate  carries 
with  it  such  a  moral  power,  that  perhaps  tiiere 
Is  no  man  in  the  United  Ste^  except  Andrew 
JaokwDf  who  could  have  resisted  its  force. 
No,  sir ;  snch  an  argument  can  never  command 
conviction.  That  which  we  have  no  power  to 
do  directly,  we  can  never  accomplish  by  indirect 
means.  We  cannot  by  resolution  convict  a  man 
of  an  impeachable  offence,  merely  because  we 
may  omit  the  formal  wonds  of  an  impeach- 
ment. We  must  regard  the  aubatanoe  of  wings, 
and  not  the  mere  form. 

Bat  again:  Althoo^  a  criminal  intention  be 
not  obwged  in  so  many  words,  by  this  resolu- 
tion, yet  Its  language,  even  without  the  attend- 
ant clrcomstances,  clearly  conveys  this  mean- 
ing. The  Presideut  is  charged  with  having 
"assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but 
in  derogation  of  both."  '*  Assumed  upon  him- 
aelf  t "  What  is  the  plain,  palpable  meaning 
of  this  phrase,  connected  with  what  precedes 
and  follows!  Is  it  not  "to  arn^fate,"  "to 
oli^  or  seize  nojustly  t "  These  are  two  of 
the  first  meanings  of  the  word  atttant,  accord- 
ing  to  the  lexicographers.  To  assume  upon 
one's  sel^  is  a  mode  of  expression  which  is 
rarely  taken  in  a  good  sense.  Asitisnsed  here, 
I  ask  if  any  man  of  jdain,  common  xmder- 
standing,  after  reading  this  zcKdntin,  would 


[Jascast,  1S87. 

ever  arrive  at  tfae  conclusion  that  any  Senator 
voted  for  ij  under  the  impres^on  that  tfae 
President  was  inuooent  of  any  improper  inten- 
tion, and  that  he  violated  tiie  oonrtitution  from 
mere  mistake,  and  from,  pure  motives?  The 
ocunmon  sense  of  mankind  revolts  at  the  idea. 
How  can  it  he  contended,  fin-  a  ringle  moment^ 
that  you  can  denounce  the  Prendent  as  a  man 
who  had  "assumed  upon  himself"  the  power 
of  violating  the  laws  and  the  constitution 
his  country,  and  in  tfae  same  breath  declare  that 
you  bad  not  the  least  intention  to  criminate 
him,  and  that  your  language  was  altogether 
inoffensive?  The  two  propositions  are  mani- 
festly inconsistent. 

But  I  go  one  step  fhrtfaer.  If  we  were  ntting 
as  a  court  of  impeachment,  and  the'  bare  pro- 
position were  established  to  our  satisfiuition, 
that  the  Frendent  bad,  in  violation  of  the  coo- 
stitatlon  and  lam,  withdrawn  the  pablio  rer- 
enue  of  the  country  from  the  depcMtory  to 
whose  charge  Oongrese  bad  committed  it,  and 
assumed  the  control  over  it  himself  ve  would 
be  bound  to  convict  him  of  a  high  offidal 
misdemeanor.  Under  such  circumstances,  we 
shoold  be  bound  to  infer  a  criminal  intentiim 
fr<»n  this  illegal  and  uncoostittttiooal  act. 
Criminal  justice  conld  never  be  administered, 
society  could  not  exist,  if  tfae  tribunals  of  the 
country  should  not  attribute  evil  motives  to 
illegal  and  nucoustitutional  conduct  Om- 
niscience alone  can  examine  the  heart.  When 
poor,  frail  man  is  placed  in  the  judgment  seat, 
be  must  infer  the  intentions  of  the  accused 
tmm  his  actions.  That  the  tree  is  known  by 
its  firatts,"  is  an  axiom  which  we  have  derived 
fWm  the  foautain  of  all  troth.  Does  a  poor, 
naked,  hungry  wretch,  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year,  take  from  my  pocket  a  single  dollar, 
the  law  infers  a  criminal  intent,  and  he  must  be 
convicted  and  punishod  as  a  wief^  though  be 
may  have  been  actuated  by  no  other  motive 
than  that  of  saving  fais  wife  and  children  from 
starvation.  And  shall  a  different  rule  be 
applied  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  t 
Sliall  it  be  said  of  a  man  elevated  to  the  high- 
est station  on  earth,  for  fais  wisdom,  fais  integ- 
rity, and  his  virtues,  with  all  his  constitutional 
advisers  around  him,  when  he  violates  the  oon- 
atitution  of  his  oountiy,  and  usurps  the  control 
over  its  entire  revenue,  that  he  may  soeoeM- 
fblly  defimd  himself  by  dedaring  that  he  had 
done  this  deed  without  any  criminal  intentitmf 
No,  sir ;  in  such  a  case,  above  all  others,  the 
criminal  intention  must  be  inferred  from  the 
unconstitutional  exraroise  of  high  and  dangaona 
powers.  The  safety  of  the  republic  demands 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
never  shield  himself  behind  such  ffimsy  pre- 
texts. This  resolution,  tberefc^e,  although  it 
may  not  have  assumed  tfae  form  of  an  article 
of  impeacfament,  possesses  aU  the  substance. 

It  was  my  fate  some  years  ago  to  have 
asidsted  as  a  manager,  in  behalf  of  the  Hoose 
of  BfipresentativcL  in  the  trial  of  an  impeach- 
ment befera  this  body.  It  then  became  my 
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da^  to  exBuune  all  the  precedents  in  aooh  cases 
which  had  occurred  under  onr  GoTemment 
siooegfhe  adoption  of  the  federal  oonsUtntioD. 
On  tSat  occasion  I  foocd  one  which  has  a  strong 
bearing  upon  this  question.  I  refer  to  the  ease 
d  Jnctee  fickering.  He  was  toed  and  eon- 
demned  the  Senate  iq>OD  all  the  fonr  artides 
exhibited  against  fainif  althongh  the  three  first 
contained  do  other  cha^  than  that  of  making 
dedstons  contrary  to  law,  in  a  cause  involving 
a  mere  qaestioa  of  propeFtr,  and  then  refosing 
to  grant  the  party  iigared  an  appeal  from  his 
decision,  to  which  he  was  enUtled.  From  the 
dear  violation  of  the  law,  in  this  ease,  the 
Senate  most  have  inferred  an  impure  and  im- 
proper motive. 

If  anj  thing  farther  were  wanting  to  prove 
that  the  resolation  of  the  Senate  contained  a 
oriminal  and  impeachahle  charge  against  the 
President,  it  might  be  demonstrated  from  all 
the  circamstanoes  attending  the  transacti<m. 
Whilst  this  resolntion  was  in  prepress  tiirongh 
the  Senate,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
emplojed  in  produdng  panic  and  inrewnre 
thronghont  the  land.  Much  actual  saffering 
was  experienced  by  tiie  people;  and  where  that 
did  not  exist,  they  dreaded  unknown  and  aw^ 
calamities.  Confidence  between  man  and  man 
was  at  an  end.  There  was  a  fearful  pause  in 
the  buE&uess  of  the  country.  We  were  then 
engaged  in  the  most  violent  party  coaflict 
recorded  in  oar  annals.  To  use  the  language 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  we  were  bi  the 
midst  of  a  revolution.  On  the  one  side  it  was 
contended  that  the  power  over  the  purse  of  the 
nation  had  been  aaurped  by  tiie  President; 
that  in  his  own  person  he  had  united  this 

Eower  with  that  of  the  sword,  and  that  the 
bertias  of  the  people  were  gone,  unless  he 
could  be  arrested  iu  his  mad  career.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  friends  of  the  President  main- 
tained that  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  ui  act  of 
stem  justice  to  the  people ;  that  it  was  strictly 
legal  and  constitutional ;  ^at  he  was  impelled 
to  it  by  the  highest  and  purest  principles  of 
patriotism ;  and  that  it  was  the  only  means  of 
prostrating  an  institution  which  threatened  the 
a«8traction  of  our  dearest  rights  and  liberties. 
During  this  terrific  confiict,  public  indignation 
was  arooBed  to  sooh  a  degree^  that  the  Presi- 
dent received  a  great  number  of  anonymous 
letters,  threatening  him  with  assasdnation, 
unless  he  should  r^tore  the  deposits. 

It  was  during  the  pendency  of  this  conflict 
throaghont  the  country,  that  the  Senator  from 
Kmtucky  thought  proper,  on  the  2t)th  of  De- 
cember, 1688,  to  present  his  ooudeumatory  res- 
olution to  the  Senate.  And  here,  sir,  permit 
me  to  my,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any 
corrupt  connection  between  any  Senator  upon 
this  floor  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.. 
But  it  was  at  this  inanspidons  moment  that 
the  reeolntion  was  introduced.  How  was  it 
mppcffted  by  the  Senator  trom  Kentucky  ?  He 
tola  UB  that  a  revolation  had  already  com- 
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menced.  He  told  na  that  by  the  8d  of  March, 
18S7,  if  the  premiss  of  innovation  should  con- 
tinue, there  would  be  soarcdy  a  vestige  remain- 
ing of  the  Government  and  policy,  as  tiiey  had 
existed  prior  t»  the  8d  of  March,  1829.  That 
In  a  term  of  yeara,  a  little  more  than  that  whldi 
was  required  to  estabUah  onr  liberties,  the 
Government  would  be  transformed  into  an 
deotive  monarchy — ^the  worst  of  all  forms  of 
government.  He  compared  the  measure  adopt- 
ed by  Oeherd  Jackson  with  the  oonduet  of  the 
usurping  Oessar,  who,  after  he  had  overrun 
Italy  in  sixty  days,  ana  conquered  tiie  liberties 
of  his  native  country,  terrified  the  tribune 
Metdlns,  who  guarded  the  Treasuiy  of  the 
Roman  people,  aad  seized  it  by  open  force. 
Hedeclued  that  the  Preddent  had  perpetrated 
an  open,  palpable,  and  daring  usurpation.  He 
conolodea  by  asserting  that  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  despotism  were  upon  us ;  and  if 
Owgreas  did  not  App^  an.  instantaneona  and 
eff^ve  rMuedy,  the  fatal  eoOi^  wodd  aotm 
oome  <m,  and  we  should  die-ignobly  dio  base, 
mean,  aikd  al^ect  daves,  the  soon  and  con- 
tempt of  mankind,  unpitied,  unwept,  and  on- 
mourned.  What  a  spectade  was  then  presented 
in  this  chamber  I  We  are  told,  in  the  reports 
of  the  day,  that,  when  he  took  his  seat,  there 
waa  repeated  and  loud  applause  in  the  galleriea. 
This,  It  will  be  remembered,  was  the  intro- 
ductory speech  of  the  Senator.  In  my  opinion, 
it  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  of 
all  his  able  and  eloquent  speeches.  He  was 
then  riding  upon  the  whirlwind  and  directing 
the  storm.  At  tiie  time  I  read  it,  for  I  was  not 
then  in  the  Senate,  it  reminded  me  of  the  aUe, 
the  ^diotive,  and  the  eloquent  appeal  of  Ur. 
Burke  before  tiie  House  of  Lords,  on  the  im- 

Seachment  of  Warren  Hastings,  in  which  he 
enounced  tiiat  Governor  Generd  as  the  rav- 
ager  and  oppressor  of  India,  and  the  scourge  of 
t^e  millions  who  had  been  placed  under  his 
authority. 

And  yet,  we  are  now  told  that  this  resolntitm 
did  not  intend  to  impnte  any  criminal  motive 
to  the  President ;  that  he  was  a  good  old  man, 
though  not  a  good  constitntionu  lawyer;  and 
that  he  knew  oetter  how  to  widd  the  sword 
than  to  construe  the  constitution. 

[Mr.  Out  here  rose  to  explain.  He  said, 
"  I  never  have  aaid,  and  never  wUl  taj,  that 
personally  I  acquitted  the  Preddent  of  any  im- 
proper intenti<»i.  I  lament  that  I  cannot  ear 
it.  But  what  I  did  say  was,  that  the  act  d 
the  Senate  of  1884  is  free  from  the  impntatioa 
of  any  crimind  motives."] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  avowd  is  in  character 
with  the  frank  and  manly  nature  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  It  is  no  more  than  what  I 
expected  from  him.  The  imputation  of  any 
improper  motive  to  the  President  has  been 
agdn  and  agdn  disdaimed  by  other  Senators 
upon  this  floor.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
has  DOW  boldly  come  out  in  his  tme  colors, 
and  avows  the  prindples  wUdi  he  hdd  at  the 
time.  He  acknowledges  that  he  did  not  acquit 
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the  President  from  improper  Intentitms,  when 
cbai^Dg  him  with  a  vktama  of  tlie  onutuntion 
of  his  ooontrj. 

This  trial  of  the  President  before  the  Senate 
oontinned  for  three  months.  During  this  whole 
period,  mstead  of  the  evideaoe  whioh  a  jadioial 
tribunal  ought  to  reo^ve,  exciting  memorials;, 
dg^ied  hj  nst  nvmbers  of  the  pec^ple,  and  well 
oalonlated  to  inflame  the  Msslons  of  bis  Judges, 
were  poured  In  inKm  tiie  omsbe.  He  was  de- 
Dounoed  upon  thu  floor  by  every  o^oiu  epithet 
which  bdongs  to  tTrants.  Fintuly,  the  obnox- 
kras  resolation  was  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the 
Senate^  on  tiie  28th  day  of  Mu^  1884. 

.^ter  the  expoution  whioh  I  have  made,  can 
any  impartial  mind  donbt  but  that  this  resolu- 
tion intended  to  charge  against  the  Prerident  a 
wilAil  and  daring  violation  of  ^e  ocmstitatton 
and  the  laws ?  Ithink  not 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  ai^ed,  with 
his  usnal  power,  that  the  fctnctions  of  the 
Senate,  actuig  in,  a  l^pslative  capacity,  are  not 
to  be  restricted,  because  it  is  posnble  that  the 
same  question,  in  anotlier  form,  mtij  come 
before  us  judiciaDr.  I  eon  our  in  the  truth  and 

{nstioe  of  this  poemon.  We  must  perfinrm  our 
egislative  duties ;  and  it,  In  the  investigation 
<a  fitcts,  having  l^tHation  distinctly  in  view, 
we  should  in<»dentally  be  led  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  criminal  charges,  it  is  a  necessity  im- 
posed upon  us  by  our  oondition,  from  which 
we  cannot  escape.  It  resolts  from  the  vary- 
ing nature  of  our  dulses,  snd  not  from  our  own 
will.  I  admit  that  it  wotdd  be  difficult  to  mark 
the  precise  line  whioh  separates  our  legislative 
from  our  judicial  functions.  I  shall  not  attempt 
it  In  many  cases,  from  necessity,  they  are  m 
some  d^rree  iutermin^^ed.  The  preooit  reaola- 
tion,  however,  atanda  fyr  in  advanoe  of  Qa» 
line.  It  is  placed  in  bold  relief  and  la  clatr  of 
all  aaoh  ^mooltiea.  It  is  a  mere  naked  resolu- 
ti<Hi  of  censure.  It  refln*  aoldy  to  tiie  past 
conduct  d  the  Preddent  and  condemnfl  it  in 
the  strongest  terms,  without  even  proposing 
any  act  of  l^islation  hj  which  the  evil  may  be 
remedied  hereafter.  It  was  Judgment  upon 
the  past  alone ;  not  prevention  for  the  ftitare. 
Kay,  more:  the  resolution  is  so  vague  and 
general  in  its  terms,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  from  its  face  the  cause  of  the  Presi- 
dent's condemnation.  The  Senate  have  re- 
solved that  the  Executive  has  assumed  upon 
himself  anth<Hity  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation 
both."  Whit  is  the  specifloation  under  this 
charge  I  Why^  that  he  has  acted  thus,  "in 
the  late  executive  nroeeedlnga  in  relation  to  the 

?nblic  revenue."   what  execnUve  proceedingst 
he  resolution  leaves  us  entirely  in  the  dark 
upon  this  subject   How  could  any  legislation 
spring  from  such  a  resolution  ?   It  is  impossi- 
ble.  None  such  was  ever  attempted. 
If  the  resolution  bad  preserved  its  original 

Shrascol(^ ;  if  it  had  oondemned  the  Fresi- 
ent  for  disudsiAng  one  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
because  be  would  not  r«oioTe  the  depoiita,  and 


for  iropointang  his  successor  to  effect  this  purpose, 
the  Senator  might  then  have  contended  that  the 
evil  was  distinctly  pointed  out ;  and,  al^ough 
no  legislation  was  proposed,  the  remedymgnt 
be  applied  hereafter.  But  he  has  derived 
himself  even  of  this  feeble  argument  He  has 
left  us  upon  an  ocean  of  uncertain^,  without 
chart  or  compasa.  "  The  late  executive  pro- 
oeedings  in.  relatkm  to  the  revenue la  a  ^irase 
of  the  moat  genenJ  and  indeflnite  ohtfaoter. 
£very  Senator  whosvoted  In  fiivor  of  this  reao- 
lutdcHi  may  have  acted  upon  diflbrent  principles. 
To  procure  its  passage,  nothing  more  was  necea- 
sary  than  that  a  m^ritpr  should  unite  in  the 
coDoltudon  that  the  President  had  violated  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  in  some  one  or  other 
of  his  numerous  acts  in  relation  to  the  publio 
revenue.  The  views  of  Senators  constituting 
the  m^ority  may  have  varied  from  each  other 
to  any  conceivable  extent ;  and  yet  they  may 
have  united  in  the  final  vote.  That  this  was 
the  fact  to  a  considerable  extent,  I  have  always 
understood.  It  is  utterly  impoaablb  either  that 
snob's  proceeding  oonld  ever  have  been  intend- 
ed to  become  the  basis  of  l^alation,  or  that 
legislative  action  could  have  ever  sprung  from 
such  a  source. 
I  flatter  myself,  then,  I  bave  succeeded  in 

5 roving  that  wis  resolution  chsrged  the  Presi- 
ent  with  a  high  official  misdemeanor,  whtdly 
disoHUieoted  from  legislation,  which,  if  true, 
ought  to  have  subjected  him  to  impeachment 

This  brings  me  direcUy  to  the  question,  had 
the  Senate  any  power,  under  the  constitution, 
to  adopt  such  a  resolution  ?  In  other  words, 
can  the  Senate  condemn  a  public  officer  by 
a  simple  resolution,  for  an  ofienoe  whitui 
would  subject  him  to  an  impeachmoitl  To 
state  the  proposition,  is  to  answer  this  quesrti(»i 
in  the  n»ative.  Dreadfbl  would  be  the  oonse- 
qnences,  u  we  posaese  and  should  enrdse  anch 
a  power. 

This  body  is  invested  with  high  and  reepon- . 
Bible  powers,  of  a  lejpslative,  and  executive,^ 
and  a  Judioiu  charifpter.  No  person  can4(t«ir 
it  nntU  he  has  attuned  a  mataro  age.  Oar 
term  of  service  is  longer  than  that  of  any  other 
elective  functionary.  If  Senators  will  have  it 
BO,  it  is  the  most  aristocratic  branch  of  our 
Government  For  what  purpose  did  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution  coiuer  upon  it  these 
varied  and  important  powers  and  this  long 
tenure  of  office  t  The  answer  ia  plain.  It  was 
placed  in  this  secure  and  elevated  position 
that  it  might  be  above  the  storms  <rf  &otioa 
whicb  BO  often  inflame  the  paaalona  a£  men. 
It  never  waa  intmded  to  be  an  arena  for  politi- 
cal (dadlators.  Until  tlie  second  season  of  the 
thira  Oongress,  the  Senate  always  sat  with 
dcMied  doors,  except  in  the  single  instance  when 
the  eligibility  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  a  seat  in  the 
body  was  the  subject  under  discussion.   Of  this 

?artionIar  practice,  however,  I  cannot  approve, 
merely  state  it  to  show  the  intention  of  those 
who  formed  the  constitution.  I  was  infonned 
one  of  ^  moat  eminent  statesmen  and 
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Senators  which  this  country  has  ever  prodaced, 
now  no  more,  (the  late  Mr.  King)  that  for  some 
jears  after  the  Federal  GroverameDt  commenced 
its  operation,  the  debates  of  the  Senate  resem- 
bled conversations  rather  than  speeches,  and 
that  it  originated  but  few  legislative  measores. 
Senators  were  then  critics  rather  than  authors 
in  l^fidation.  Whether  its  gain  in  eloquence, 
dnoe  it  has  bee<nne  a  popnJar  assembly,  and 
since  the  sonnd  of  thnnoeiinff  wplanse  has 
been  heard  in  oor  galleries  at  the  deDondatiott 
of  the  President,  has  been  an  equivalent  for  its 
loss  in  true  dignity,  may  weU  be  donbted.  To 
give  this  body  its  jnst  inflnence  with  tjbe 
people,  it  ought  to  preserve  itself  as  free  as 
pos^ble  from  angry  political  discussions.  In 
the  performance  of  our  executive  duties — ^in 
the  ratification  of  treaties  and  in  the  confirma- 
tion of  nominations — 'the  constitution  has  con- 
nected ns  with  the  Executive.  The  efficient 
and  successful  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  requires  that  we  should  move 
on  together  in  as  much  harmcmy  as  may  Iw 
(xmsistent  with  the  independent  exercise  of  our 
reroective  functions. 

But,  above  all,  we  should  be  the  most  cau- 
tious in  guarding  our  judicial  character  from 
suspicion.  We  constitute  the  high  court  of  im- 
peachment of  this  nation,  before  which  every 
officer  of  the  Government  may  be  arraigned. 
To  this  tribunal  is  committed  tiie  character  of 
n<en,  whose  character  is  far  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives.  We  should  be  the  rock,  standing  in 
the  midst  of  the  ocean,  for  the  pnirose  of  af- 
fording a  shelter  to  the  faithful  officer  from 
uiijast  persecution,  against  which  the  billows 
miglit  dash  themselves  in  vain.  Whilst  we  are 
a  terror  to  evil-doers^  ve  slionld  be  a  praise  to 
those  who  do  welL  We  shoDld  never  vdun- 
tarily  perform  any  act  which  mig^t  prejudice 
our  judgment,  or  render  ns  suspected  as  a  judi- 
jattubunal.  More  especially,  when  the  Pres- 
the  United  States  is  arraigned  at  tiie 
^^^^^wblic  opinion,  for  ofiences  which  might 
^^^^^Hiim  to  an  impeachment,  we  shonld  re- 
^H^^ot  only  chaste,  but  unsuspected.  Better, 
inmiitely  better,  would  it  be  for  us  not  to  man- 
ifest our  feeling,  even  in  a  case  in  which  we 
were  morally  certain  the  House  of  Representar 
lives  would  not  prefer  before  us  artioles  of  im- 
peachment, than  to  reach  the  object  of  our  dis- 
approbation by  a  usurpation  of  their  rights.  It 
is  true  tfaat^  when  the  Senate  passed  the  rraoln- 
tion  condemning  the  Prendent,  a  majority  in 
the  House  were  of  a  different  opinion.  But  the 
next  elections  mi^ht  have  chained  that  major- 
ity into  a  minority.  The  Hoose  m^t  then 
have  voted  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
President.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  pray 
yuu  to  consider  in  what  a  condition  the  Senate 
would  have  been  ploced.  They  bad  already 
pr^udged  the  case.  They  had  already  con- 
victed the  President,  and  denounced  him  to  the 
world  as  a  violator  of  the  constitution.  In  crim- 
inal prosecntions,  even  against  the  greatest  mal- 
cAetOT,  if  a  JnnH-hBB  fudged  ttiB  oanae^  be 
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cannot  enter  the  jury-box.  The  Senate  Itad 
rendered  itself  wholly  incompetent,  in  this  case, 
to  perform  its  highest  judicial  functions.  The 
trial  of  the  President,  had  articles  of  impeach- 
ment been  preferred  agunst  him,  would  have 
been  hot  a  solemn  mockery  of  justice. 

The  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States  has 
carefully  provided  against  auob  an  euormoos 
evil,  by  deolaring  that  "the  House  of .  Repre- 
seatativea  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  im- 
peaohment,"  and  "the  Senate  uiall  have  the 
sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments.'^  Until 
the  accused  is  brought  before  us  by  the  House, 
it  is  a  manifest  violation  of  our  solemn  duty  to 
condemn  him  by  a  resolution. 

If  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  without 
any  indictment  having  been  found  -by  a  grand 
Jury,  without  having  given  the  defendant  notice 
to  ^pear,  without  having  afforded  him  an  op- 
portunity of  cr(Ms-examining  the  witnesses 
agmnst  him,  and  maMng  his  defence,  should 
resolve  that  he  was  guilty  of  a  in^  crime,  and 
place  this  conviction  upon  their  records,  all 
mankind  would  exclaim  against  the  i^nstioe 
and  nnoonstitntlMialily  of  the  act  wWoa 
conasts  the  dt£E^«ace  between  this  case  and 
the  oondenmation  of  the  Freudent  7  In  noth- 
ing, except  that  such  a  oonviotion  by  the  Sen- 
ate, on  account  of  its  exalted  character,  would 
fall  with  tenfold  force  upon  its  object.  I  have 
often  been  astonished,  uotwithstan^g  the  ex- 
tended and  well-deserved  popularity  of  Genenil 
Jackson,  that  the  moral  influence  of  this  con- 
demn^ion  by  the  Senate  had  not  crushed  him. 
With  what  tremendous  effect  might  this  as- 
sumed poww  of  the  Senate  be  used  to  blast  the 
reputation  of  any  man  who  might  fall  imder  its 
displeasure.  The  precedent  is  atremely  dan- 
gerous, and  the  Amoraoaii  people  have  wisely 
detfflmined  to  blot  it  out  foreror. 

It  is  pdnfhl  to  refiect  what  might  have  been 
the  condition  of  the  country,  i^  at  the  inauspi- 
cious moment  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
against  the  President,  its  interests  and  its  honor 
had  rendered  it  necessary  to  engage  in  a  foreign 
war.  The  fearful  oonseqoences  of  such  a  con- 
dition, at  such  a  .moment,  must  strike  every 
mind.  Would  the  Senate  then  have  confid^ 
to  the  Fre»dent  the  necessary  power  to  defend 
the  country  I  Where  oould  the  smews  of  war 
have  been  found !  In  what  condition  was  this 
body  at  that  mcnnent  to  act  upon  an  important 
treiriy  negotiated  by  the  Fre^dent,  or  upon  any 
<^  his  nominationsV  Bnt  I  fbrbear  to  enlarge 
iQKiQ  this  topic 

I  have  now  arrived  at  tJie  last  point  in  this 
discusrion.  Do  the  Senate  ^^ij0t1ie  power, 
nnder  the  conBtitu^a|tf'''e<pun^g  the  reso- 
lution of  ManjypBHfirom  their  journals,  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri? (Mr.  Bbnton.)  I  cheerfully  admit  that 
we  must  show  that  this  is  not  contrary  to  the 
constitution ;  for  we  can  never  redress  one  vio- 
lation of  that  instrument  by  committing  an- 
other.  Before  I  proceed  to  this'  brateh  of  the 
snljeot,  I  ahaU  pnt  mysdf  rij^t  hy  a  brief  hie- 
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torical  reminiseeQce.  I  entered  the  Senate  in 
December,  1834,  fresh  from  the  ranks  of  the 
people,  withotit  the  slightest  feeling  of  hostilitj 
agamst  any  Senator  on  this  floor.  I  then 
tboQght  that  the  resolation  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  was  too  severe  in  proposing  to  ex- 
punge. Althongh  I  was  anxious  to  record,  in 
Btroag  terms,  my  entire  disapprobation  of  the 
resolution  of  Hwob,  1884,  yet  I  was  willing  to 
accomplish  this  oliiJect  wimont  doing  more  tio- 
lence  to  the  feelings  of  my  associates  on  this 
floor  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  Jnetlfy 
the  Pi'OBident.  Actuated  by  these  friendly 
motives,  I  exerted  all  my  little  influence  with 
the  Senator  from  Uissonri,  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  the  word  &^nge,  and  snbstitote  some 
others  in  its  place.  I  knew  that  this  word  was 
exceedingly  obnoxious  to  the  Senators  who  had 
voted  for  tiie  former  resolution.  Other  friends 
of  his  also  exerted  their  influence ;  and  at  length 
his  kindly  feeling  prevailed,  and  he  consented 
to  abandon  that  word,  althongh  it  was  pecu- 
liarly dear  to  him.  I  speak  from  my  own 
knowledge.  "  All  which  I  saw,  and  part  of 
which  I  was." 

The  resolution  of  the  SenatOT  from  Ifissoori 
came  before  the  Senate  on  t^e  3d  of  March, 
1886.  Under  it  the  resolution  of  March,  1834, 
was  "  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  jour- 
nal," for  reasons  appearmg  on  its  face,  which  I 
need  not  enumerate.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Whitb)  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  by  striking 
out  the  order  to  expunge  with  the  reasons  for 
it,  and  inserting  in  their  stead  the  words  "  re- 
scinded, revers^,  repealed,  and  declared  to  be 
null  and  void."  Some  difierence  of  opinion 
then  arose  among  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion  as  to  the  words  which  should  be  substi- 
tnted  in  place  of  the  order  to  expunge.  For  the 
purpose  of  leaving  this  question  perfectly  open, 
you,  sir,  (Mr.  Kixo,  of  Alabama,  was  in  tiie 
chair,)  tiien  moved  to  amend  the  original  hio- 
tion  of  Mr.  Benton,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of 
the  Senate."  This  motion  prevailed,  on  the 
ayes  and  noes,  by  a  vote  89  to  7 ;  and  amongst 
the  ayes  the  name  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
is  recorded.  The  resolution  was  thus  left  a 
blank,  in  its  most  essential  feature,  ready  to  be 
filled  up  as  the  Senate  might  direct  The  era 
of  good  feeling  in  regard  to  this  subject  had 
commenced.  It  was  nipped  in  the  bud,  how- 
ever, by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
WsBarsa.)  Whilst  the  resolution  was  still  in 
blank,  lunpose  in  his  place,  and  proclaimed  the 
triumph  (MirilMQgstitntiML  by  the  vote  to  strike 
out  the  word  «^v^MM||^en  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  IfflRPflHaring  that  be 
would  neither  withdraw  his  motion  for  friend 
nor  foe.  This  motion  precluded  all  amendment 
and  all  debate.  It  prevailed  by  a  party  vote ; 
and  thus  we  were  left  with  our  resolution  a 
blank.  Such  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
Senators  n  oppositicm  received  our  advances 
of  eoiuteqr  and  Vlndiuaii  in  the  nunoent  of  tlidr 


strength  and  our  weakness.  Had  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  suffered  us  to  proceed  but 
for  five  minutes,  we  should  have  filled  up  the 
blank  in  the  resolution.  It  would  then  liave 
assumed  a  distinct  form,  and  they  would  never 
afterwards  have  heard  of  the  word  ex^nge. 
We  should  .have  been  content  with  the  words 
"  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and  declared  to 
be  null  and  void."  But  the  conduct  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachnsetts  on  t^at  occasion, 
and  that  of  the  party  with  whidt  he  acted, 
roused  the  indignation  of  every  friend  of  the 
administration  on  this  floor.  We  then  deter- 
mined that  the  word  ei^Tige  should  never 
again  be  surrendered. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  introduced 
a  precedent  from  tiie  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  that  we  have  no  right  to  adopt 
this  resolution.  To  this  I  can  have  no  pos^ble 
objection.  But  I  can  tell  the  Senator,  if  I  were 
convinced  that  I  had  voted  wrong  when  com- 
paratively a  boy,  more  than  twenty  years  ago, 
the  foar  of  being  termed  inconsistent  would  not 
now  deter  me  from  voting  right  upon  the  same 
question.  I  do  not,  however,  repent  of  my 
vote  upon  that  occasion.  I  would  now  vote  in 
the  some  manner,  under  ramilar  drcumstancesL 
I  should  not  vote  to  expunge,  under  any  dr- 
cnmstances,  any  proceeding  from  the  journals, 
by  obliterating  the  record.  If  I  do  not  prove, 
before  I  take  my  seat,  that  the  case  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  was  essentially  different 
from  that  now  before  the  Senate,  I  shall  a^ree 
to  be  proclaimed  inconsistent  and  time-servmg. 

It  was  my  settied  conviction,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that 
the  Senate  had  no  power  to  obliterate  their 
journal.  This  was  shaken,  but  not  removed, 
by  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Loninana, 
(Mr.  PoBTBR,)  who  confessedly  made  the  ablest 
speech  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.^ 
eonstitntion  dedares  that  "each  Houf 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  i 
to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  so^ 
us  may  in  their  judgment  require 
What  was  the  position  which  tliat  Senator  i 
attempted  to  maint«n  f  In  order  to  prove  that 
we  had  no  power  to  obliterate  or  destroy  our 
journals,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  contend 
that  the  word  "  keep,"  as  used  in  the  constitu- 
tion, means  hotK  to  record  and  to  preserve. 
This  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mere  bulging  of 
the  question, 
I  shall  attempt  no  definition  of  the  word 
keep."  At  least  dnoe  the  days  of  Plato,  we 
know  that  definitions  liave  been  dangerous. 
Tet  I  think  that  the  meaning  of  this  word,  as 
applied  to  the  subject-matter,  Is  so  plain,  that 
he  who  runs  may  read.  If  I  direct  my  agrat 
to  keep  a  journal  of  his  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish the  same,  my  palpable  meaning  is,  that  he 
shall  write  these  proceedings  down  from  day  to 
day,  and  publish  what  he  has  written,  for  gen- 
eral information.  After  he  has  obeyed  my 
cfHnmanda,  aflw  ha  has  kept  his  Joamal,  and 
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pnblished  it  to  the  world,  he  has  executed  the 
essential  part  of  the  trust  confided  to  him. 
Ifhat  may  become  of  this  original  manoscript 
journal  forwards,  Is  a  matter  of  total  indiffer- 
ence. So  in  regard  to  the  manoscript  journals 
of  dther  House  of  OongreaB;  after  more  than  a 
thonsand  copies  have  been  printed  and  pub- 
lished, and  distributed  over  the  Union,  it  ia 
matter  of  not  Uie  least  importance  what  dispo- 
sition may  be  made  of  them.  Thej  have  an- 
swered their  purpose,  and,  in  any  practical 
view,  become  useless.  If  they  were  burnt,  or 
otherwise  destroyed,  it  would  not  be  an  event 
of  the  slightest  pnblio  consequence.  Such 
indifference  has  prevailed  upon  this  subject,  that 
these  journals  have  been  considered,  in  the 
House  of  Hepresentativea,  as  so  much  waste 
paper,  and,  during  a  period  of  thirty-four  years 
after  the  organization  of  the  Government,  they 
were  actually  destroyed^  From  this  oiroum- 
stance,  no  public  or  private  inoonvei^oe  has 
been  or  ever  can  be  sustained;  because  onr 
printed  Journals  are  reo^ved  in  evidence  in  all 
courts  of  justice,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
originals  were  produced. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  discovered 
that  to  "keep"  means  both  "to  record"  and 
"  to  preserve."  But  can  you  give  this,  or  any 
other  word  in  the  English  language,  two  dis- 
tinct and  independent  meanings  at  the  same 
time,  as  applied  to  the  same  subject?  I  think 
not.  Prom  the  imperfection  of  human  lan- 
guage, from  the  impossibility  of  having  appro- 
priate words  .to  express  every  idea,  the  same 
word,  as  applied  to  dif^nt  snbjecta,  has  a 
Tarietj  of  ugnifioatioiis.  As  applied  to  any 
one  suqjeot,  it  cannot,  at  the  same  time,  convej 
two  distinct  meanii^  In  the  constitution  it 
must  mean  either  "  to  write  down,"  or  "  to  pr»- 
serve."  It  cannot  have  both  significations.  Let 
Senators,  then,  take  their  choice.  If  it  signifies 
"to  write  down,"  as  it  unquestionably  does, 
what  becomes  of  the  constitutional  ii^junction 
to  preserve !  The  truth  is,  that  the  constitu- 
tion has  not  provided  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  mannscript  Journal,  after  it  has  served  the 
puq)03es  for  which  it  was  called  into  existence. 
When  it  has  been  published  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  for  whose  use  it  was  ordered  to 
be  kept,  after  it  has  thus  been  perpetiiated,  and 
they  have  been  furnished  witli  uie  means  of 
judging  of  the  pnbUo  condnctTof  their  public 
servants,  it  ceases  to  be  an  olgeot  of  the  least 
imp<ni»nce.  Whether  it  be  thrown  into  the 
garret  of  the  Oapitol,  with  other  nseless  lumber, 
or  be  destroyed,  is  a  matter  of.  no  public  inter- 
est It  has  probably  never  once  been  referred 
to  in  tiie  history  of  our  Government.  If  it 
should  ever  be  determined  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  to  obliterate  or  destroy  this 
manoscript  journal,  it  must  be  upon  different 
principles  from  those  which  have  been  urged  in 
thid  debate.  Hj  own  impression  that,  as  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  have  directed  us  to 
keep  a  jonmal,  a  constraotivo  duty  may  he  im- 
plied mun  this  command,  wMoh  would  forbid 


us  to  obliterate  or  destroy  it  Under  this  im- 
pression, I  should  vote,  as  I  did  twenty  years 
ago,  in  tiie  Lef;:islature  of  Pennsylvania,  agumt 
any  proposition  actually  to  expunge  any  part 
of  the  ^onmaL  But,  wiuving  this  unprofitable 
discussion,  let  as  proceed  to  the  real  pdnt  in 
controversy. 

Is  any  snch  procee^ng  as  that  of  actually 
expun^Dg  the  jonmal  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  f  I  answer, 
no  such  thing.  If  the  constitution  had,  in  ex- 
press terms,  directed  ns  to  record  and  to  pre- 
serve a. journal  of  onr  proceedings,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  resolution  now  before  ns,  wliich 
would  be  inconsistent  with  such  a  provision. 

Is  the  drawing  of  a  black  line  around  the 
reaolntion  of  the  Senate  of  March,  1884,  to 
obliterate  or  to  def^ice  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  is 
it  not  to  render  it  more  conspicuous — to  place 
it  in  bold  relief — to  give  it  a  prominence  in  the 
public  view  beyond  any  other  proceeding  of 
this  body  in  past,  and,  I  trust,  in  all  Aitnre 
time?  If  the  argoment  of  Senators  were,  not 
that  we  have  no  power  to  obliterate,  but  that 
the  Senate  possessed  no  power  to  render  one 
portion  of  toe  journal  more  conspicuous  than 
another,  it  woiud  have  hod  much  greater  force. 
Why,  sir,  by  means  of  this  very  proceeding, 
that  portion  of  our  journal  upon  which  it  oper- 
ates will  be  rescued  from  a  slnmber  which 
woold  otherwise  have  been  eternal,  and  fao 
similes  of  the  ori^al  resolution,  without  a 
word  or  a  letter  defaced,  will  be  circulated  over 
the  whole  Union. 

But,  sir,  this  resolution  also  directs  that 
across  the  face  of  the  condemnatory  resolution 
tiiere  shall  be  written  by  the  Secretary,  *'  Ex- 
punged by  order  of  the  Senate,  this  day 

of  ,  in  the  year  <tf  onr  Lord  1887." 

Will  this  obliterate  any  part  of  tiie  original 
resolution  ?  If  it  does,  tiie  dnty  of  the  Secre- 
tary will  be  performed  in  a  very  bungling  man- 
ner. No  snch  thing  is  intended.  It  would  be 
easy  to  remove  every  scrapie  from  every  mind 
upon  this  subject,  by  amending  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  so  as  to  direct  the 
Secretary  to  perform  his  duty  in  snch  a  manner 
as  not  to  obliterate  any  part  of  the  condemnor 
tory  resolution.  Such  a  du*ection,  however, 
appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  unnecessary.  The 
natnre  <tf  the  whole  proceeding  is  very  plain. 
We  now  adopt  a  resolution  express  tig  our 
strong  reprobation  of  the  (nig^nal  resolution ; 
and  for  this  nurpoae  ve  use  the  word  "  er- 
punged,"  as  the  stronger  term  which  ve  can 
appfy.  We  then  direct  our  Secretary  to  draw 
black  lin^  around  it,  and  place  such  a  reference 
to  oar  proceedings  of  this  day  upon  9ts  face, 
that  in  all  time  to  come,  whoever  may  inspect 
tliis  portion  of  our  journal,  will  be  pointed  at 
once  to  the  record  of  its  condemnation.  What 
lawyer  has  not  observed  npon  the  margin  of 
the  judgment  docket,  if  the  original  judgment 
has  been  removed  to  a  saperior  court,  and  there 
reversed,  a  n^ute  of  sudi  reversal!  In  our 
edit^B  oi  the  Btatatee^  have  we  not  all  noted 


Digitized  by 


128 


ABBIBGHENT  QV  THB 


Snun.] 

the  repeal  of  anj  of  them  which  may  have 
takes  place  at  a  aabsequettt  period?  Who  ever 
heard  in  the  'one  case  or  in  the  other,  that  this 
was  obliterating  or  destroying  the  record  or 
the  book?  So,  in  this  case,  we  make  a  mere 
nference  to  oar  future  proceeding  upon  the 
face  of  the  resolntion,  instead  of  the  margin. 
Suppose  we  should  only  repeal  the  obnoxious 
resolution,  and  direct  such  a  reference  to  be 
made  upon  its  face :  would  any  Senator  con- 
tend that  this  would  be  an  obliteration  of  the 
journal  ? 

But  it  has  been  contended  that  the  word 
txpunge  is  not  the  appropriate  word ;  and  we 
hare  wrested  it  from  its  true  rignlfieation,  in 
applying  it  to  tba  present  case.  Even  if  this 
allwation  were  correct,  the  answer  woold  be 
at  sand.  Yoa  might  then  convict  as  of  bad 
taste,  bat  not  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
On  Uie  &oe  of  the  resolation  we  hare  stated 
distinctly  what  we  mean.  "We  have  directed 
the  Secretary  in  what  manner  he  shall  under- 
stand it,  and  we  have  excluded  the  idea  that  it 
is  our  intention  to  obliterate  or  to  destroy  the 
Journal. 

Bub  I  shall  contend  tliat  the  word  expunge  is 
the  appropriate  word,  and  that  there  is  not 
another  in  the  English  language  so  precisely 
adapted  to  convey  our  meaninff.  I  shall  show 
froui  the  highest  literary  and  parliamentary 
utthwities,  t£at  this  word  has  acqalred  a  sig- 
nification entirely  distinct  from  that  of  actual 
obliteration.  Let  me  proceed  immediately  to 
this  task.  After  citing  my  aatborities,  I  shall 
proceed  with  the  argument.  First,  then,  for 
those  of  a  literary  character.  I  read  from 
Grabbers  Synonymes,  page  140 ;  and  every  Sen- 
ator will  admit  that  tins  is  a  work  of  established 
reputation.  In  speaking  of  the  nse  of  the  word 
*'  expunge,"  the  author  says :  "  "When  the  con- 
tents of  a  book  are  in  part  rejected,  they  are 
aptiy  de»»it>ed  as  being  expnngcd ;  in  this 
manner  the  free-thinking  sects  expunge  every 
thii^  from  the  Bible  whioh  does  not  suit  their 
purpose,  or  they  expunge  from  their  creed  what 
does  not  haiuor  their  passions."  The  idea  that 
an  actual  obliteration  was  intended  in  these 
oases  would  be  manifestly  absurd.  In  the  same 
page  there  is  a  quotation  from  Mr.  Bnrke,  to 
Illustrate  the  meaning  of  this  word.  **I  be- 
lieve," says  he,  "  that  any  peraon  who  was  of 
age  to  take  a  part  in  public  concerns  forty 
years  ago  (if  the  intermediate  space  were  ex- 

Ennged  from  his  memory)  could  hardly  credit 
is  senses  when  he  shoidd  hear  that  an  anny 
of  two  hundred  thousand  men  was  kept  up  in 
this  island."  I  shall  now  cite  Mr.  Jefferson  as 
a  literal  anthority.  He  has  often  been  re- 
ferred to  on  this  floor  as  a  standard  in  politics. 
For  this  antiiority,  I  am  indebted  to  my 
friend  from  Louisiana,  (Hr.  Nicholas.)  In  the 
niginal  draogbt  of  the  dedaration  of  independ- 
ence he  OSes  the  word  "  expunge  "  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  "  Saoh  has  been  the  patient 
■afferance  of  these  coltmies ;  and  sach  is  now 
tiie  neoeaai^  which  constrains  them  to  ^nnge 
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their  former  systems  of  Government"  Al- 
though the  word  "  alter  "  was  afterwards  substi- 
tuted for  expunge,  I  presume  upon  the  ground 
that  this  was'  too  strong  a  term,  yet  the  change 
does  not  detract  from  tlie  literary  authority  of 
the  precedent. — JeJ'eraon't  Corre^ondenee,  Ac. 
Itl  (joi.,  page  IT. 

I  presume  that  I  have  shown  that  the  word 
"  expunge  "  has  acquired  a  distinct  metaphori- 
cal meaning  in  our  literature,  which  excludes 
the  idea  of  actual  obliteration.  If  I  shonld  pro- 
ceed one  step  fhrther,  and  prove  that,  in  legis- 
lative proceedings,  it  has  acquired  the  very 
sune  signification,  I  shall  then  have  Ailly  estab- 
lished my  position.  For  this  parpose  I  C9t& 
first,  "  the  Secret  Proceedings  and  Debates  of 
the  Federal  Convention."  In  page  118  we  find 
the  following  entries :  "  On  motion  to  enonge 
the  clause  of  the  qualificatioi  as  to  8(^,  it  was 
carried — ten  States o^nst one."  Agam:  "On 
the  clause  respecting  tiTe  ineligibility  to*ny  other 
office,  it  was  moved  that  the  words  *  by  any  par- 
ticular State '  be  expunged — four  States  for,  five 
against  and  two  divided."  So^  page  119: 
"The  last  blank  was  filled  up  with  one  year, 
and  carried— eight  ayes,  two  noes,  one  divided." 

"  Mr.  Pinckney  moved  to  expunge  the  clause 
— agreed  to,  n«n.  wtj."  Agam :  "  Mr.  Butier 
moved  to  expnnge  the  clause  of  the  stipends — 
lost:  seven  against,  three  one  divided." 
Again,  in  page  167:  "Hr.  Knckney  moved 
that  that  part  of  the  clause  which  disqualifies  a 
person  firom  holding  an  office  in  the  State  be 
expunged,  becaose  the  first  and  best  characters 
in  a  State  may  thereby  be  deprived  of  a  seat  ia 
the  national  council." 

Question  put  to  strike  oat  the  words  moved 
for,  and  carried — eight  ayes,  three  noes." 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  very  convention  which  formed  the 
constitution  under  which  we  are  now  governed, 
the  word  "  expnnge  "  was  often  nsed  in  its  fig- 
urative sense.  It  will  certainly  not  be  assert^, 
or  even  intimated,  by  any  Senator  here,  that 
when  these  motions  to  expnnge  prevailed,  the 
words  of  the  original  draught  of  the  constitu- 
tion were  actually  obliterated  or  defaced.  Hie 
meaning  is  palpable.  These  provisions  were 
merely  r^ected ;  not  actually  blotted  out.  Bot 
I  shaU  now  produce  &  precedent  precisely  in 
point  It  presents  itself  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  ana  refers  to  the 
famous  resolution  of  that  body  adopted  on  the 
16th  day  of  June,  1818,  in  relation  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  vessel  Peacock ;  denouncing 
the  late  war,  and  declaring  that  it  was  not  be- 
coming in  a  moral  and  reli^ous  people  to  ex- 
press any  approbation  of  military  or  naval  ex- 
ploits which  were  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  defence  of  our  seaooast  Some  tea 
years  afterwards,  a  snooeeding  Senate  of  Has- 
sachosetts  adopted  the  following  resolatitm : 

"iiMofoed;  That  the  afcHesiid  resohre  of  tiie 
fifteenth  day  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1818,  and  the  preamble 
thereof;  be,  and  the  same  are  beral^,  ezpiuged  fhan 
the  journals  (tf  the  Senate.** 
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It  IB  sdf-evident  that,  Id  thU  case,  not  the 
leaat  intention  existed  o^efacing  the  old  man- 
uscript jonmal.  The  word  "exponge"  was 
used  in  its  figarative  ngnification,  jnst  as  it  la 
in  the  case  before  as,  to  express  the  Btronjgest 
reprobation  of  the  former  proceeding.  Inat 
proceeding  was  to  he  expnnged  solely  by  force 
of  the  snbsequent  resolution,  and  not  by  any 
actaal  obliteration.  There  never  was  any  actn^ 
oUiterstion  of  theJonmaL 

Jo^^ng,  then,  from  the  highest  Eo^ish  an- 
tfaorities,  from  the  works  of  celebrated  authors 
and  st^esmen,  and  from  the  proceedings  of  leg- 
i^ative  bodies,  is  it  not  evident  that  toe  word 

expunge  "  has  acquired  a  distinct  meaning, 
altc^iber  inconsistent  with  any  actaal  obliter- 
ation? 

All  that  we  have  heard  ahont  defacing  and 
destroying  the  Journal  are  mere  phantoms, 
which  bare  been  conjured  up  to  terrify  the 
timid.  We  intend  no  such  tiling.  "We  only 
mean,  most  strongly,  to  express  our  conviction 
that  the  condemnatory  resolution  ought  never 
to  lia.ve  fonud  a  place  on  the  journal.  If  more 
asthorities  were  wanted,  I  might  refer  to  the 
L^islature  of  Yiri^nia.  The  present  expung- 
ing resolution  is  in  exact  conformity  with  their 
instmotioDs  to  their  SenstOTS.  As  a  matter  of 
taste,  I  cannot  say  that  I  much  admire '  tbeir 
plan,  though  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  it  is 
perfectly  constitutional.  That  State  is  highly 
r.terary ;  and  I  think  I  have  established  that 
Liieir  Legislature,  when  they  used  the  word 

expunge,"  without  intending  thereby  to  effect 
an  actu^  obliteration  of  the  Journal,  justiy  ap- 
preciated the  meaning  of  tu  langiuge  which 
they  employed. 

"Hie  word  "  exptmge"  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
only  one  which  we  could  have  used,  clearly  and 
fordbly  to  accomplish  our  purpose,  ^ven  if  it 
had  not  been  sanctioned  by  practice  as  a  pv lia- 
mentuT  word,  we  ought  oraselTes  to  have  first 
estabUsned  the  precedent.  It  suits  the  case 
{ffecisely.  If  yon  rescind,  reverae,  or  repeal,  a 
lesolntion,  ^ou  thereby  admit  that  it  once  had 
aame  constitutional  or  legal  authority.  If  you 
declare  it  to  have  been  null  and  void  from  the 
beginning,  this  is  but  the  expression  of  your 
own  opinion  that  such  was  the  fact.  This  word 
"  exponge  "  acte  upon  the  resolution  itself.  It 
at  once  goes  to  its  origin,  and  destroys  its  l^al 
existence,  as  if  it  had  never  been.  It  does  not 
merely  kill,  but  it  anmhilates. 

Parliamentary  practice  has  changed  the  mean- 
ing of  several  other  words  from  their  primitive 
ngnification,  in  asimilar  manner  witii  that  of  the 
word  "  expunge."  The  original  ngnification  of 
the  word  "resdnd  "  is  "  to  out  ofi?'  Usage  has 
made  it  mean,  in  reference  to  a  law  or  resolu- 
tion, to  abrc^te  or  repeal  it.  We  every  day 
hear  motions  "to  strike  out."  "What  is  the 
literal  meaning  of  this  expresmon  ?  The  ques- 
tion may  be  b«tt  answered  by  asking  another. 
If  I  were  to  request  you  to  strike  out  a  line 
from  your  letter,  and  you  were  willing  to  com- 
ply with  ray  request,  what  would  be  yonr  oon- 
Vou  Xffl.— 8 
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dnct)  You  would  run  your  pen  through  it 
immediately.  Tou  would  literiuly  strike  it  out. 
Yet,  what  use  do  we  make  of  this  phrase  eveir 
day  in  our  legislative  proceedings  f  If  I  make 
a  motion  to  strike  out  a  section  from  a  bUI,  and 
it  prevuls,  the  Secretary  encloses  the  printed 
copy  of  it  in  black  lines,  and  makes  a  note  on 
the  margin  that  it  has  been  stricken  out.  The 
original  be  never  touches.  Why,  then,  should 
not  the  word  "  expnn^"  without  obliterating 
the  proceeding  to  wbicb  it  is  directed,  signify 
to  destTOT,  as  if  it  never  had  existed  ? 

After  all  that  baa  been  sud,  I  think  I  need 
scarcely  again  recur  to  the  Pennsylvania  pre- 
cedent. It  is  evident,  from  the  whole  of  that 
proceeding,  that  an  actual  eiponf^ng  of  the  jour- 
nal was  intended,  if  it  hod  not  uready  been 
executed.  I  have  no  recollection  whatever  of 
the  circumstances,  bat  I  am  under  a  perfect 
conviction,  from  the  face  of  the  joum^  tiiat 
such  was  the  oatare  of  the  case.  I  should  vote 
now  as  I  did  then,  after  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years.  Both  my  vote,  and  the  motipn 
which  I  sabseqaently  made  upon  that  ocoasion, 
evidently  proceeded  upon  this  principle.  The 
qaestion  arose  in  this  manner,  as  it  appears 
from  the  Jonroal :  On  the  10th  of  February, 
1816,  "The  Speaker  Inibrmed  the  Honse  that 
a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in  a 
decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to  ex- 
punge certain  proceedings  from  the  journal,  he 
was  desirous  of  having  the  opinion  of  the  Howe 
on  that  decision,"  viz :  "that  a  majority  can 
expunge  from  the  journal  proceedings  in  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  called."  Now, 
as  no  trace  whatever  appears  upon  the  Joumal 
of  the  preceding  day  of  the  motion  to  wmch  the 
Speaker  refers,  it  is  highly  probable,  nay,  it  is 
almost  certeiuj  that  the  proceedings  had  been 
actually  expunged  b^inre  he  askecftlw  advice 
of  the  House. 

No  man  feels  with  more  sensibility  the  neces- 
sity which  compeb  him  to  perform  an  unkind 
act  towards  his  brother  Senators  thua  myself; 
but  we  have  now  arrived  at  that  point  when 
imperious  duty  demands  that  we  should  eitiiw 
adopt  tiiis  expunging  resolution  or  abandon  it 
forever.  Already  much  precious  time  has  been 
employed  in  its  discussion.  The  moment  has 
arrived  when  we  must  act  Senators  in  tiie 
opposition  console  themselves  witii  the  belief 
that  posterity  will  do  them  justice,  should  it  be 
denied  to  them  by  the  present  generation. 
They  place  their  own  names  in  the  one  scale, 
and  ours  in  the  other,  and  flatter  themselves 
with  the  hope  that,  before  that  tribnnal,  at 
least,  their  weight  will  preponderate.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  I 
am  willing  to  be  Judged  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  (^ve  to-di^,  not  only  by  the  present,  bnt 
by  future  generations,  should  my  obscure  name 
ever  be  mentioned  in  after  times.  Aftea:  the 
pasdons  and  prejudices  of  the  present  moment 
shall  have  subsided,  and  the  impartial  historian 
shall  record  the  proceeding  of  this  day,  he  wiU 
say  that  the  distuigniahed  men  who  puaed  the 
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resolntion  condemning  tiid  President  were 
urged  on  to  the  act  a  derire  to  ooenjij  the 
high  traces  in  the  Government ;  that  an  ambi- 
tion, noble  in  itself,  bat  not  wisely  resnlated,  had 
obscnred  their  judgment,  and  impeffed  them  to 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  unjoet,  illegal,  and 
Tmoonstitutional ;  that,  in  order  to  vindicate 
both  the  coustitntion  and  the  President,  we 
were  justified  in  passing  this  expunging  resolu- 
tion, and  thus  stamping  the  former  proceeding 
with  our  strongest  aisapprobation. 

I  rejoice  in  me  belief  mat  this  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  last  highly  exciting  questions  of  the 
present  da^.  Darii^  tlie  period  of  General 
Jackson's  civil  administratSon,  what  has  he  not 
done  for  the  American  people?  During  this 
period,  ho  baa  had  more  difficult  and  dangerous 
questions  to  settle,  both  at  home  and  abroad — 
questions  which  aroused  more  intensely  the 
pasnons  of  men — than  any  of  his  predecessors. 
They  are  now  all  happily  ended,  except  the  one 
which  we  shall  tliia  day  bring  to  a  close — 

"And  ill  the  clouds  Uiat  lowered  upon  oar  house, 
In  the  deep  boiom  of  the  ooeui  burlod." 

The  coontry  now  cqjoys  abundant  prosperity 
at  home,  whilst  it  is  respected  and  admired  by 
foreign  nations.  Although  the  waves  may  yet 
be  in  Bomo  agitation  from  the  effect  of  the 
Btorma  through  which  we  have  passed,  yet  I 
think  I  can  perceive  the  rainbow  of  peace  ex- 
tending itseu  across  the  finmtment  of  heaven. 

Shoud  the  next  adminiatration  pursue  the 
same  course  of  policy  with  the  present;  should 
it  dii^Dse  equal  justice  to  all  portions  and  to 
interests  of  the  Union,  without  sacrificing 
any ;  8honl4  it  be  condoeted  with  prudence  and 
witL  firmness,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  this 
wiU  be  the  case,  we  shall  hereafter  enjoy  com- 
parative peace  and  tjuiet  in  our  day.  This  will 
oe  the  precious  fruit  of  the  energy,  the  toils, 
and  the  wisdom  of  the  pilot  who  hau  conducted 
ns  in  safety  through  the  storms  of  his  tem- 
pestuous administration. 

I  am  now  prepared  for  the  question.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  resolntion,  but  not  cheerfully.  I 
regret  the  neceasity  which  wdsta  tea  pasnng 
it ;  bnt  I  believe  that  imperious  duty  demands 
its  adoption.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  I  can 
tmly  say  that  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  desire 
to  obtiun  a  miseraUe,  pettT,  personal  triumph, 
either  for  myself,  or  for  uie  President  of  the 
United  States,  over  my  associates  upon  this 
floor. 

I  am  now  seady  to  record  my  vote,  and  thus, 
in  the  opprobrious  language  of  Senators  in  the 
opposition,  to  become  one  of  the  executioners 
01  the  condemnatory  resolution. 
"Wben  )£r.  BconASAN  had  taken  his  seat, 
Hr.  Batasd  rose  and  sud  that,  notwithstand-^ 
ing  he  had  not  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
cxpresBing  bis  opiidon  on  tlie  subject  now 
under  discnsslon,  yet  he  ahoidd  have  been  nn- 
willing  at  this  late  hour  to  have  trespassed  on 
the  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  had  he 
not  Mt  it  to  be  a  duty  which  he  owed  to 
Jiimself  and  to  his  immediate  oonstitaents  to 


contend  and  protest  against  a  measure  which 
he  believed  to  be  a  viflation  of  the  constitntion. 
I  say,  sir,  constituents,  for,  in  my  theory  of  this 
Government,  we  are  all  the  representativea  of 
tiie  people,  though  chosen  after  a  different 
manner.  Every  infraction  of  the  constitntion, 
however  unimportant  it  may  appear  in  its  im- 
mediate consequences,  toids  to  diminish  the 
general  confidence  in  the  stability  our  Gor- 
emment,  and  the  general  attachment  to  it; 
and  as  the  people  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  are  devotedly  attached  to 
that  instrument,  md  feel  that  thehr  political 
eustence  is  incorporated  with  it,  that  in  it  thej 
live,  and  move,  and  have  their  being  as  a  po- 
litical o(Humanit7, 1  s^,  sir,  it  is  a  duty  which 
I  owe  to  them  to  contend  to  the  nttermost  of 
my  ability  against  whatever  thus  incidentally 
affects  them.  It  is  a  duty,  too,  whi<^  I  owe  to 
myself,  as  I  have  a  personal  interest  in  what- 
ever affects  the  character  and  honor  of  this 
hody,  of  whicli  I  am  a  humble  member. 

"What  is  it,  sir,  we  are  colled  upon  to  do!  A 
man  may  do  wrong  unwittingly,  and  we  must 
take  core  to  have  a  clear  and  precise  idea  of 
the  act  to  be  done.  In  words,  sir,  we  are  call- 
ed upon  to  expunge  from  the  journal  a  certain 
resolution,  but  in  nict  and  in  buth,  to  falsify  a 
record.  The  same  mind  which  nught  contem- 
plate the  one  proportion  witii  m^ffarenoe, 
would  regard  the  other  with  lunrror.  To  a 
mhid  reckless  of  consequences,  which  has  no 
fhture,  which  looks  only  to  the  present,  and 
views  every  act  as  an  insulated  event,  having 
no  relation  to  what  has  preceded,  and  no  influ^ 
enoe  on  what  is  to  follow,  to  expunge  from  a 
journal  may  seem  a  very  harmless  act  But, 
sir,  even  such  a  mind  might  be  brought  to 
revolt  with  disgust  firom  uie  same  measure, 
when  it  imported  the  suppression  of  the  truth, 
or  the  assertion  of  a  falsehood.  The  approaches 
of  crime  are  stealthy  and  mysterious ;  the  as- 
sassin wears  his  mask ;  vice  pays  to  virtue  the 
homage  of  assuming  her  fonn ;  the  knave  pnta 
on  the  cloak  of  rJl^on ;  the  demagogue  be- 
comes tlte  friend  of  the  people.  It  becomes, 
then,  my  purpose  to  show  that  to  oxpunge  bom 
the  journal  is  to  feisty  a  record. 

Let  me  now  draw  tJie  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  terms  of  the  resolution.  It  professes  to 
set  fortii  the  act  to  be  donej  and  the  reasons 
for  doing  it  And  first,  sir,  as  to  the  act  itselfc 
It  is  described  in  these  terms : 

"Jiuolved,  That  the  snid  reaolve  be  expunged 
from  the  journal,  and  for  that  porpoee  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  8uch  time  as  the  Senate 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  maniucript  joanal  of 
tlie  session  of  1683-*i  into  the  Senate,  and  In  the 
presence  of  Senate  draw  black  lines  around  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  In 
strong  letters,  the  following  yrot^i  Expunged  by 

order  of  the  Senate,  this  — —  day  of  i  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  1886." 

Nothing  can  be  more  expUdt  in  its  terms. 
The  act  to  be  d(me  is  to  expunge.  The  first 
member  of  the  sentenoe  canveys  the  whole 
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idea ;  and  if  the  resolntioQ  had  stopped  .there^ 
viUt  tb»  simple  assertion  that  an  expimctJon 
dkotdd  take  place,  titere  cannot  be  a  doabt  that 
tiie  Secretaiy  woold  have  been  anthorized  to 

blot  ont  or  erase  from  the  joomal  tlie  objeotion- 
able  passage.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
^r.  BnoHAiriir)  has  gone  into  a  critical  exami- 
nation of  themeamng  of  thetermA^ranfre,  and 
has  given  na  varions  instances  of  its  use  in  a 
meti^)horical  sense,  and  oondndes  that,  beoaose 
the  word  may  be  used  met^horically,  it  is  In 
this  instanoe  a  harmless  metaphor.  In  all  its 
uses,  whether  literal  or  metaphorical,  it  imports 
destmction;  and  the  beanty  and  force  of  the 
metaphor  in  every  instanoe  depends  on  the  pre- 
(nse  meaning  of  its  literal  acceptation.  The 
term  npunge  means  literally  to  wipe  ont,  which 
fmports  deBtmotion ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  im- 
ports that  scnnething  which  has  an  existence 
shall  cease  to  exist  Whether  the  term  is  at 
any  time  used  literally  or  metaphorically^  will 
depend  on  the  sabject  matter  to  which  it  is  ap- 
phed.  Thus,  in  some  of  the  instances  given  by 
the  BenatCHT  from  Pennsylvania,  as  in  the  one 
'^to  expange  oor  sins,"  no  doubt  the  word  is 
used  metaphorically ;  bat  does  not  the  whole 
fbrce  and  value  of  the  expression  depend  on  its 
literal  meamng,  and  import  that  those  sins  shall 
cease  to  have  a  moral  existence  as  reasons  for 
tiie  Divine  vengeance  ?  And  when  naed  as  ap- 
plicable to  a 'section  of  a  bill,  which  is  another 
instanoe  given  by  the  Senator,  does  it  not  mean 
that  snoh  section  shall  oease  to  have  existence  f 
mie  Senator  asks  whether,  if  a  cestdntion  pass- 
ed that  a  section  of  a  bill  should  be  expunged, 
the  Secretary  would  proceed  to  obliterate  itf 
I  answer,  that  from  the  method  of  our  prooeed- 
iogs  it  is  not  neoessazy  for  him  to  erase  every 
word,  because  the  pntpose  is  effectaally  an- 
swered by  drawing  his  blade  Unes  across  it,  or 
rimply  writing  npon  its  face  the  word  "ex- 
punged," for  in  effect  it  becomes  so,  by  ceamng 
to  have  any  l^al  existence ;  and  if  such  bill 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, tiie  section  thus  expunged  would  be  omit- 
ted in  the  engrossment,  as  if  it  had  never  exist- 
ed. Bat  the  authority  conferred  upon  him  by 
■neh  a  resolution  is  literally  to  erase  every 
word  of  the  section.  Sncb,  also,  is  the  case 
when  the  word  is  used  in  relation  to  a  part  of 
the  journal,  and  becomes  bis  duly  to  blot  oat 
or  obliterate  from  its  face  the  passage  ordered 
to  ho  expunged.  But  it  is  said  that  uie  present 
resolution  does  not  contemplate  an  actual  ex- 
pnnctioa  or  obliteration  of  the  passage,  but 
merely  a  typioal  one.  And  Senators  seek  to 
reconcile  themselves  to  this  measure  by  snoh  a 
play  upon  words.  A  typical  exptmction  1  To 
get  rid  of  the  sophistry  at  once,  let  me  ask 
whether  a  jonmal  is  not  the  evidence  of  a  fact, 
as,  for  instance,  the  passage  of  a  particular  res- 
olution, and  whether  to  expunge  from  the  jour- 
nal that  resfdul^  is  not  to  desti^  the  evidence 
of  the  fiuit  that  such  a  resdution  had  been 
adopted  t  then,  yon  have  the  right  to  ex- 
pun^  uddo  aotnuly  dedare  lliat  a  passage 


shall  be  expunged,  does  it  not  for  all  legal  pup- 
poses  soppress  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  manner  of  expdnction  may  be, 
whether  by  erasing,  by  blotting  out,  or  by 
writing  the  word  "  expunged  "  over  its  &eet 
Gould  the  Secretary  certify,  after  the  adoption 
of  the  expunging  resolution,  that  such  a  pusage 
existed  on  the  Journal  ?  If  he  were  called  upon 
to  pubUsh  a  new  edition  of  the  Journal,  would 
he  have  a  right  to  insert  the  passage  expunged  t 
It  is  in  vtun  tht^  the  assertion  is  made  that  the 
printed  volumes  woold  be  evidence  of  the  fact. 
The  printed  volumes  are  only  prima  facie  evi- 
dence, and  admitted  for  convenience,  bnt  conld 
never  stand  against  a  sworn  copy  of  the  jonmal. 
There  ia,  then,  for  all  the  purposes  for  whldh 
a  jonmal  is  kept,  namely,  as  evidence  of  a  par- 
ticular transaction,  no  ffiftrence  between  an 
actual  and  a  iTpioal  expnnetiim.  That  in  the 
present  instance  no  grave  and  immediate  eonse- 
quenoea  afi^ing  indiridual  rights  is  to  follow, 
does  not  alter  the  case.  The  prindple  asserted 
in  the  resolution  is,  that  the  right  to  expunge 
exists,  the  mode  of  doingit  is  of  no  consequence ; 
and  I  will  show  presentiy  that  the  exercise  of 
snoh  a  power  is  not  only  unoonstitutional,  bnt 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  important  and 
direct  influence  on  the  personal  rights  of  indi- 
viduals. The  natural  import  and  tike  necessary 
legal  effect  of  the  phrase  "  expunge  from  the 
journal,"  is  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
expunged,  whether  it  be  used  literally  or  met- 
aphorically. 

Having  tbus  asowtdned  the  meaning  of  the 
word  **  expunge  and  the  eflfeot  of  any  mode 
of  expunction,  the  question  arises  wheuier  the 
Senatepossesses  any  such  power  over  its  Jour- 
nal. Has  it  the  right  to  destroy  the  evid^oe 
of  any  particular  transaction,  for  the  journal  is 
not  oniy  the  highest  evidence,  but  the  only 
evidence,  of  the  fact?  A  jonmal  is  a  daily 
record,  as  contradistinguished  from  a  temporary 
memorandum.  But  it  is  contended  that,  though 
a  record,  it  is  not  a  permanent  one,  being  of 
value  only  until  it  is  published ;  after  which, 
it  beoomee  mere  waste  paper.  Ia  this  propo- 
sition true?  For  if  it  be,  then,  so  far  as  this 
particular  case  is  o<Hi<:emed,  there  ia  an  aid  ctf 
the  question.  The  language  of  the  constitution 
is,  "  that  each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  public  the 
same."  Besort  has  been  had  to  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "  keep,"  as  importing  preservation, 
to  show  that  the  constitntitm  contemplated  a 

rirmaneut,  and  not  a  temporary,  record.  But 
admit  that  the  word  '*  keep  "  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  permanent  preservation;  it  may 
mean  preservation  for  a  temporary  purpose. 
The  word  "  keep,"  like  every  other  woM  in  the 
language,  must  depend  for  its  meaning  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  used,  on  the  subject 
matter  to  which  it  is  applied.   Words  are  but 

Zs  of  ideas;  and  it  isoneof  theimpetfbotiona 
u^age,  that  it  often  expresses  too  much  or 
too  little,  while  felidty  in  its  use  oonrista  in  the 
chdoe  of  those  terms  which  convey  either  the 
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rimpl«  or  complex  idea  with  preoldon.  A 
Tora,  too,  may  stand  for  a  whole  sentence,  for 
a  datt  of  ideas;  as  in  the  familiar  nse  of  this 
very  <Hie.  Thus,  to  keep  a  horse  mar  not 
merely  mean  that  he  is  fed,  and  oarried,  and 
■tabled,  bttt  that  he  is  rode ;  as,  where  the  con- 
Tersation  being  about  the  personal  habit  of  any 
one  in  relation  to  exercise,  it  shuold  be  remark- 
ed of  him  he  keeps  a  hone,  the  term  imports 
both  preservation  and  nse.  So  in  the  phrase 
keep  a  oow,"  the  nae  for  which  she  is  kept 
is  implied,  as  ^  a  housekeeper  were  asked  "  Do 

r)n  bny  yoor  milk  (  "  and  shonkt  reply,  "  No, 
keep  a  cow,'*  it  imports  not  only  that  she  is 
fed  and  taken  oare  of,  bat  that  she  is  milked, 
and  her  milk  eonsnmed  by  the  fiunily.  So, 
"  keep  a  carriage  "  does  not  merely  mean  that 
a  carriage  U  locked  up  in  the  house,  bat  that  it 
b  nsed.  "  Keep  honse  "  imports  the  burden 
of  honsehold  duties ;  as  keep  tavern  "  im- 
ports the  duty  of  receiving  and  attending  to 
gnests.  There  cannot  he  a  doubt  that  the 
phrase  "  keep  a  journal "  means  to  make  and 
preserre  one.  But  still  the  question  arises  as 
to  the  length  of  that  preservation;  and  it  is 
contended  Uiat  the  subsequent  injunction  to 
pnbUdi  indicates  at  oooe  the  purpose  and  length 
(rf  preservation  Is  this  true  t  The  words  are, 
"keep  and  publish,"  not  *'keep  in  order  to 
puUlsb."  But,  waving  all  verbal  critidsm,  let 
me  remark  tlutt  a  constitution  is  merely  &  oo\- 
leotion  of  principles ;  and  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  force  and  meaning  of  any  term,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  attend  to  the  ol^ect  of  the  provision, 
and  the  principle  connected  with  it.  "What, 
then,  sir,  are  the  purposes  for  which  a  journal  is 
to  be  kept  t  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  them  all, 
but  some  of  them,  as  drawn  from  the  constitu- 
tion itself;  and  it  will  then  be  seen  whether 
such  purposes  are  of  a  temporary  or  of  a  per- 
manent (Uiaracter,  and,  by  oonseqnenoe,  whether 
the  Joonial  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  or 
temporary  record.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  iu- 
tenmd  to  record  the  day  on  wm(di  a  bill  has 
been  presented  to  the  Preodent  for  his  appro- 
bation, and  the  day  oa  wfaioh  Oongress  a4joam- 
ed;  for  on  these  two  ftots  mqr  d«i«Dd  the 
validity  of  a  law.  Thua,  in  the  sevaitk  seotioa 
of  the  first  arUde  of  the  oonstitation,  it  is  pn>- 
^ded: 

"Every  bin  Khidi  dull  have  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it 
becomes  a  lav,  be  presented  to  the  Freudcnt  of  the 
United  States ;  if  he  approve,  he  ahatl  tiga  it ;  but  if 
not,  he  ahall  return  it^  with  his  ol^ectiona,  to  the 
House  in  whicb  it  origiaated,  kc  it  any  W\  shall 
not  be  retamed  by  ^e  Preddent  withhi  tea  da^a 
(Sunday  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to  Idm,  the  aame  shall  beoome  a  law,  in  like  manner 
■s  if  be  had  signed  it,  unlcflB  the  Congresa  by  their 
a^jouransnt,  prevent  its  return ;  in  wUrai  case,  it 
diaU  not  be  a  law." 

Here  is  one  pemuBWit  purpose^  as  enduing 
•B  the  law  ItMU: 

In  tlie  aeoood  piaoe,  it  is  intended  to  noord 
tha  tet  of  DMmbenhip  in  this  body ,  13m  fianate 


being  the  judge,  and  settfing  the  qoestion  of 
membership  in  cases  of  oontested  ueotlon,  by 
the  express  provision  of  the  fifth  section  <rftbe 
first  article  of  the  constitution.  And  this  was 
done  in  the  case  of  the  venerable  and  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Xthode  Itdand,  (Mr.  Rob- 
bins.)  Has  not  he,  and  has  not  his  State,  a 
permanent  interest  in  that  decision,  and  in  the 
evidence  by  which  it  is  establi^ed?  And  is 
not  the  journal  the  highest  and  the  only  evi- 
dence of  that  fact?  Suppose,  sir,  it  should 
beoome  expedient  at  any  time  to  expunge  such 
a  decision,  what  would  become  of  the  ri^ts 
of  the  Senator  fh>m  Rhode  Island,  if  a  compet- 
itor were  to  present  himself  here  for  his  seat, 
with  firesh  credentials  from  his  State. 

In  the  third  place,  it  is  intoided  to  record 
the  presence  of  a  qncwnm  at  the  (q>ening  xd 
each  Bes8i<Hi  of  Oongress,  as  well  as  to  asoertdn 
the  fact  thai  Congress  did  assemble  on  the  eoa- 
stitutiona]  day  for  its  meeting.  The  journal 
always  opens  with  a  statement  of  the  names  (d 
those  who  assembled,  when  it  is  once  ascertain- 
ed that  a  quorum  is  present ;  it  is  afterwords 
taken  for  granted  that  they  perform  their  duty, 
and  are  always  present,  muess  the  contrary  is 
made  to  appear.  But  if  it  so  happened  that  no 
quorum  was  present,  or  tliat  Congress  had  as- 
sembled before  it  had  a  legal  right  to  do  so,  the 
lavs  passed  under  such  circumstances  would  be 
merely  void.  ThiSi  oMtainly,  is  a  mattw  of 
permanent  importance; 

In  the  fourth  phwe,  it  la  Intended  to  reootd 
the  action  of  tins  body  <m  the  oondoet  ot  its 
members,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  punishment 
of  any  of  them  for  disorderiy  behavior.  Sup- 
pose the  case  of  the  expulsion  of  a  member: 
will  not  the  right  of  the  State  from  which  he 
comes  to  send  a  successor  depend  on  the  fact  of 
expulsion  ?  And  could  you,  by  expungmg  the 
resolution  of  expulsion,  restore  him  to  Bis  seat! 
And  yet,  if  you  destroy  the  evidence  of  the 
expulsion,  is  there  any  thing  to  invalidate  his 
rights  as  esteblished  by  his  credoitials  when 
he  first  took  his  seat  t  Surooee  he  was  elected 
for  dx  yean,  and  yon  enel  blm  at  tbe  ezpira- 
tim  of  the  seoondj  and  tnen  expunge  tha  reao* 
Intion  of  expulsion,  how  would  U  m  poatfUe 
to  contest  his  ri^t  to  a  seat  fbr  tlie  rwnwning 
four  years  I 

In  the  fifth  place,  it  is  intended  to  ascertain 
the  fsct  of  yonr  organization  as  a  court  of  im- 
peachment, and  the  judgment  passed  on  the 
offender.  That  judgment  may  extend  to  a  re- 
moval from  office,  and  a  disqualification  to  hold 
and  «]joy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit, 
which  m  its  nature  is  perpetual,  and  is  excepted 
out  of  the  pArdoning  power  which  is  given  to 
the  President  in  all  other  cases. 

In  the  uxth  and  last  place  which  I  mean  to 
advot  to^  it  is  intended  to  record  the  votes  d 
members  on  matters  of  moment,  that  they  may 
he  held  to  their  leqioniiMlitr  fin*  penucious 
measurea.  And  benoe  it  is  rapready  provided, 
in  the  fifth  aectioa  of  the  first  artide, that  the 
ym  and  noyi  of  the  number!  (tf  caber  Hooae 
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on  anj  qnestion  shall,  at  the  deeire  of  one-fifth 
of  thoee  present,  be  entered  on  the  joamal." 
Haa  not  every  indiTidoal  a  personal  and  perma- 
nent interest  in  the  record,  for  good  or  for  evil ! 
Ibis  last  pnrpose  has  reference  to  the  great 
principle  on  which  repuhlican  soverhment  is 
founded — ^the  respon^bilitx  of  the  representa- 
tive to  his  constitnents.  SVom  a  consideration, 
then,  of  the  pmposes  for  which  a  Jonmal  is  to 
be  kept,  it  is  apparent  that  It  is  intended  to  be 
a  permanent,  and  not  a  temporary,  record. 
Saao  of  those  purposes  would  be  effeotnallr 
answered  hj  the  mere  pnbUoation  of  the  jour- 
nal. Tbiar  ore  nutters  of  fact,  of  whidi  the 
jonnul,  Imean  the  mannscript  journal,  is  the 
hif^esi  evidoBoe,  and  the  only  evidence  where 
recourse  is  bad  to  it,  for  onr  legal  porpoee.  To 
expange  tiiis  record  is  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  a  not ;  to  fiilaify  history,  and  verify  the  re- 
mark of  the  satirical  Frenchman,  that  history 
is  nothing  bnt  conventional  fables.  I^et  me 
add,  in  ration  to  this  matter,  that  the  nippr<»- 

teri  differs  nothing  In  point  oi  morality  from 
the  <Utegatiofalti,  and  that  it  woold  be  as  hard 
to  nuuntain  ^at  yon  have  a  right  to  suppress 
the  evidence  of  a  fact  which  bad  occnrred  in 
your  proceeding*,  as  to  malnttun  that  yon  have 
the  right  to  assert  a  fact  tapon  your  journal 
whidi  never  had  any  existence.  But  it  has 
been  cmttended  by  some,  ttiat,  becanse  we  have 
the  custody  of  the  journal,  we  have  the  right 
to  do  with  it  what  we  please.  And  does  cus- 
tody import  the  right  of  destmction  ?  Will  it 
he  contended  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
has  the  onstody  of  your  laws  and  treaties,  and 
even  of  the  constitution  itself  has,  from  that 
circnmstance,  the  right  to  blot  oat  sections  from 
your  laws,  arUcles  from  your  treaties,  and  para- 
graphs from  your  constitution ;  that  he  has  the 
right  to  mntilate  and  destroy  the  records  of  the 
nation  t  In  oonridering  his  right  of  expnnction, 
the  question  is  not  whether  the  snbstance  of 
the  lewdntion  proposed  to  be  expunged  is  true, 
but  vrhether  such  a  resolution  was  adopted; 
that  la  tbe  point  of  history.  The  existence  on 
the  Joamal  of  the  resolution  is  no  evidence  of 
the  tnrth  of  its  allegation,  bnt  simply  of  its 
adoption:  and  the  fixture  historian,  looking 
to  the  whole  transactions  of  the  time,  would 
decide  npon  tbe  trutii  or  error  of  its  allention, 
without  giving  to  it  any  greater  weight  uian  is 
due  to  the  mere  expresEdon  of  an  opinion. 
Every  Senator  who  voted  for  the  original  reso- 
lution has  a  personal  interest  in  the  record.  , 

If  it  is  true  tlutt  to  pass  snob  a  resolution 
was  iU^al  and  unotMtstitational,  and  a  flagrant 
wnmg  done  to  tbe  Fnrident  of  the  United 
States^  then  Us  finends  dioidd  not  deidre  to 
have  it  expunged,  bn^  on  the  contrary,  to  pre- 
serve It  as  a  monoment  of  reproach  to  those 
who  partidpated  in  the  measure.  In  this  view 
ot  the  sulyect,  it  should  be  preserved  as  a  mat- 
ter of  satisfaction  on  the  part  of  his  friends, 
and  of  disgrace  and  shame  on  the  part  of  his 
adversaries.  And,  on  the  other  hai^  if  the 
edited  to  pua  tlw  nacdution,  and  its  al- 


legati<»i  was  true  in  point  of  fiftct,  those  who 
SQBtained  it  by  their  vote,  have  an  interest  in 
tbe  evidence  of  their  opinion,  while  those  who 
thought  otherwise  have  the  benefit  and  satis* 
faction  of  being  able  to  establish  their  dissent 
In  neitiier  view  of  the  case  have  tbe  friends  of 
the  Freadent  any  fair  reason,  to  desire  that  the 
evidence  of  the  proceeding  shonld  be  destroyed. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  (Hr.  Bentom)  may 
glory  in  the  vote  he  gave  on  the  occasion ;  the 
Senator  from  Eentneky  (Mr.  Cut)  may  do  the 
same;  neither  haa  the  ^^t  to  d^fffive  the 
otiier  <tf  the  evidence  of  his  oonrse  in  retoHon 
to  it.  Those  who  voted  for  the  residDtion 
alone  hacard  any  thing  in  preserving  tb;^  evi- 
dence. If  they  were  wrong,  then  it  is  for  thw 
shame ;  if  they  were  righ^  it  is  the  mere  ex- 
pression of  on  opinion  from  which  others  might 
rightfully  and  sincerely  differ.  If  the  allegtr 
tiona  of  the  friends  of  the  President  are  tme, 
that  the  adoption  of  that  resolntion  was  a  breach 
of  the  constitution,  and  a  most  flagrant  wnmg 
to  him,  would  it  not  be  more  nataral  tliat  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  ^r.  Gut)  should  come 
here  to  ask  ua  to  expunge  it,  that  he  might  con- 
ceal his  partidpaticm  in  the  matter  f  Is  it  not 
extraordinary  tikat  the  Senator  from  Uiasonrif' 
who  takes  great  orecUt  to  himadf  for  rensting 
the  meaanre,  shonld  aedc  not  only  to  cmo^ 
hia  own  f^crj  in  oppo^mg  it,  bat  ue  diame  of 
bis  adversaries  in  snpporting  it  ?   'What  is  the 

Iiurpose  to  be  answe^  by  expun^ng  the  reso- 
utiottl  The  fact  that  such  a  reeolution  was 
adopted  cannot  now  be  concealed  from  the  eye 
of  history.  The  journal  is  only  evidence  of 
that  fitct,  and  not  of  the  truth  of  the  allegation 
oontuned  in  it.  What  volnable  end,  then,  is 
to  be  oooomplisbed  by  the  expnnction  1  I  fear,  * 
sir,  that  the  fbtnre  historian,  looking  over  tiie 
whole  ground  of  the  controversy,  will  say,  from 
the  nature  of  the  act,  that  it  was  a  sacrifice,  a 
peace-offering  at  the  altar  of  execotiTe  power. 
In  this  view,  we  have  aU  an  Interest  in  the  reo- 
ord  of  the  prooeedinga  of  this  day,  for  good  or 
for  evil  repori 

Bnt,  rir,  I  come  now  to  conridw  the  reasons 
which  are  offered  for  the  adoption  of  this  ex- 
punging resolution.  They  are  set  forth  in  the 
preamble,  and  I  presume  they  are  the  beat  thsi 
can  be  offered.  They  have  been  well  weighed 
and  considered,  and  no  doubt  the  ability  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  has  been  taxed  to  the 
uttermost  to  present  the  case  in  the  strongest 
possible  point  <^  view.  His  reasons  are  ^^t 
m  number,  and  the  first  of  tlwm  is  in  tluse 
words: 

"And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  irregulariy, 
illegally,  and  unconfititutionally  adopted  \>j  the  Sen- 
ate, iu  violation  of  the  rights  of  defence  which  befoog 
to  every  dtizen,  and  in  subversion  of  the  Amdamcntu 
prindiMes  of  law  and  justice:  because  Fresidcot 
Jaduon  was  thereby  ac^'ui^cd  and  pronounced  to  be 
guilty  of  animpesraiable  oronoe,  aiM  astigow  pkoed 
upon  bim  as  aviolatwof  liis  oaui  of  offloesnd  of  the 
laws  and  constftgtbRifWbldi  he  was  swom  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend,  without  going  thtongb  the  fonne 
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of  an  tmpeftdunetit,  ud  witboot  lUowing  to  Urn  the 
benefits  of  a  trial  or  tiie  menu  of  deftnoe." 

Ib  this  trne  in  point  of  fact  f  The  proceed- 
ing of  which  this  reason  professes  to  be  descrip- 
tive was  this:  On  the  28th  day  of  March, 
1684,  the  Senate,  in  its  nsnal  coarse  of  hnsi- 
ness,  adopted  the  following  resolntion : 

*'  Retolved,  That  the  President,  In  tbe  Iste  execu- 
tiTe  proceedings  in  relation  to  tbe  revenue,  has 
•SBonied  npim  bitnself  authority  and  pover  not  con- 
ferred byue  ecHutitution  and  laws,  bat  in  derogatkKi 
ofbotb.^ 

Is  this  first  reason,  then,  a  tme  description 
of  tiie  snbject  to  which  it  refers !  If  the  Sen- 
ate had  organized  itself  into  a  coart  of  impeach- 
ment, cidled  in  the  Chief  Justice  to  preside,  as 
leqoired  ^  tlie  oonstitation,  and  then  prooeed- 
ed  to  try  the  Frerident  withont  hearing  him, 
■nd  to  Tffoiunmoe  judgment  upon  him  of  fe- 
moral from  office,  more  oonld  not  hare  been 
said ;  no  stronger  langnage  wonld  he  reqaired 
to  descrilie  so  wanton  a  TiolatioQ  of  constito- 
tlon^  law.  Is  there  no  difference  between  the 
cases  t  Oan  a  stronger  case  of  the  perrcrsion 
and  abuse  of  langnage  be  pnt  than  this,  which 
vonld  represent  a  simple  resolution  of  a  delib- 
erative assembly,  expressing  merely  an  opinion, 
which  has  no  legal  effect  whatever  on  the  rights 
of  the  individaal,  as  the  judgment  of  a  oonrt 
which  acts  directly  and  immediately  npon  those 
rights  9  The  proceeding  referred  to  has  neither 
the  form  nor  substance  of  a  judgment.  Nor  is 
the  slightest  guilt  imputed  In  the  opinion  as 
expressed  by  uie  reBolatioQ.  It  states  a  fact, 
"  uiat  liie  President  has  assumed  upon  himseli 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  oon- 
*  etitntion ; "  but  is  silent  as  to  the  motives  and 
intention  with  which  that  fact  was  accompa- 
nied, the  corrupt  and  wilAil  character  of  which 
alone  oonld  give  to  the  proceeding  the  attritinte 
of  guilt  But  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
Senate  had,  losing  sight  of  the  principles  of 
law  and  justice,  formed  itself  into  a  court  of 
impeachment,  and  proceeded,  without  a  hearing, 
to  pass  judgment  on  the  individaal :  would  that 
be  a  reason  for  expunging  the  record,  for  sup- 
presring  the  evidoioe  of  so  monstroos  a  pro- 
eeedingl  On  the  contrary,  sir,  it  should  stand 
as  a  monument  of  dlsKrace  and  dishonor  to  the 
men  who  participated  in  it  Its  legal  effect 
would  be  nothing;  its  moral  influence  would 
recoil  on  their  own  heads,  and  they  should  be 
held  to  that  responnbility  to  public  opinion,  to 
secure  which  it  was  provided  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  should  be  entered  on  the  JoumaL  In  this 
Tiew  of  the  subject,  the  hollowness  and  fallacy 
of  the  reason  assigned  is  manifested  by  the  fact 
that  those  who  seek  to  suppress  tbe  evidence 
are  not  thoee  who  advoo^ed,  hut  l^ose  who 
opposed  the  resolution.  But,  sir,  it  is  the  fate 
01  a  false  position  to  imbody  the  prinmples  of 
its  own  deabvotion.  If  this  reaaoa  be  a  true 
deaeription  of  the  nscdutim  cf  38th  Uaroh, 
1884,  and  aofflcfent  tar  its  expuootitxi,  Is  it  not 
peroeived  that  this  yery  expunging  mdntiin 


and  Us  preamble  is  open  to  the  same  obieatiinf 
as  prononnoing  judgment  on  those  flenatcns 
who  sninxirted  the  Kirmer,  as  gallfy  of  m  im- 
peachable otfenoe^  and  ■sUatUin  of  thdr  oaths 
of  office,  withont  the  benefit  of  a  trial  t  It 
should,  tiien,  in  its  turn,  be  expnnged ;  and  if 
I  were  called  u  pon  to  draw  up  a  preamble  npon 
the  strength  of^this  preoedent,  I  shonld  use  the 
same  language,  as  being  as  fur  and  Intimate 
a  description  of  the  present  resolution  and  its 
preamble  as  tiiis  reason  is  descriptive  of  the 
resolution  of  Harch,  28, 1834.  It  u  abscdate^ 
suicidal. 

The  second  reason  is  as  follows : 

"  And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  Axpm 
and  fornts,  wis  uofounded  and  erroneotu  in  point  vS 
fact,  and,  therefore,  ui^just  and  unrighteous,  as  wdl 
as  irr^pilar  and  uncoostitatioutl ;  because  the  Mid 
lS«8ident  Jackson,  nether  in  the  act  of  disndsdng 
Hr.  Doane,  nor  in  the  appoiutmmt  of  Mr.  Taney,  as 
q>ecified  In  the  flist  form  of  the  reaolve ;  not  in 
taking  upon  himsdf  tbe  removing  of  tbe  deponts,  as 
specified  in  tbe  second  form  of  the  same  resolve; 
nor  in  any  act  wbidiwas  then  or  can  now  bespecifiea 
under  the  vague  and  amb^uons  tetrn  (tf  tii«  genenl 
denundadon  oont^ned  in  tbe  tlurd  and  last  rann  of 
the  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  viohtion  or 
in  dentation  of  the  laws  and  constitotian,  «r 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  tiie  pe<^de." 

The  Bubstanoe  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  res- 
olution was  erroneous  in  point  of  fact  Is  that 
a  reason  for  expunging  itf  It  might  form  a 
very  good  reason  for  a  counter-resolution.  The 
subject  is  one  on  which  a  difference  of  opiiuon 
might  fairly  exist,  and  that  difference  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  time,  both  in  debate  and  on  the 
Joum^;  but  surely  that  difference  of  opinion 
IS  no  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence  that 
such  an  opinion  was  expre^ed. 

The  third  reason  is,  tiiat 

"  Tbe  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  is  uncertain  and 
ambiguous,  containing  nottung  but  a  loose  and 
floadng  rasrge  tot  den^ating  from  the  laws  and 
constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted  power  and 
autliority  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  die  public  revenue,  without  specifying,"  Ac 

This  reason  conflicts  with  hoQi  the  others, 
implying  that,  ^  tbe  resolve  were  detailed  and 
specifio,  it  ought  not  to  be  expunged.  If  all 
these  are  reasons  for  the  same  act,  they  shonld 
not  be  antagonist  to  each  other,  but  should 
harmoniously  tend  to  the  same  condnuon. 
But  want  of  detail  can  be  no  reason  for  sop- 
pressiog  the  evidence  that  such  a  resolution 
vA  adopted. 

The  fourth  reason  is  merely  an  amplification 
of  the  third. 

The  fifth  reason  is  as  follows: 

"  And  whereas  tlie  Senate  t>eing  the  constitutional 
tribunal  for  tbe  trial  of  tbe  Preiideat,  when  dia^^ 
by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  with  offences  against 
the  laws  and  constitution,  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  said  re- 
solve before  any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House, 
was  a  breach  of  tbe  privilege  of  tbe  House;  a 
violation  of  tbe  constitution;  a  subversion  of 
justice;  a  pr^udioation  of  a  question  wlddi  nddit 
fBgally  ooms  befbre  tbe  Senate,  and  a  dlsqualiOcattca 
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of  Aat  bodj  to  perform  hscmatitatknd  duty  with 
fliinwM  and  boputiatt^,  if  the  President  ahould 
Oerekfier  be  rcgidariy  inpeaohed  bj  the  House  ai 
BopmentitiTefl  wc  the  nme  offienoe." 

The  same  answer  may  be  given  to  this  rea- 
son as  ia  given  to  the  first,  that  it  is  not  a  fair 
and  true  description  of  the  case.  It  treats  the 
resolution  of  1884  as  if  it  were  a  jadgnieDt  of 
the  Senate  in  its  judicial  capacity  as  a  court  of 
Impeachment,  when,  in  truth,  it  is  nothing 
more  than  the  expression  of  an  opinion  in  its 
character  of  a  deliberative  assembly.  It  is  no 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  since  it  neither  anticipates  nor 
predades  an  impeachment.  It  is  no  prejudica- 
tion of  any  question  which  might  come  before 
the  Senate  as  a  court  of  impeachment  rinoe 
snoh  question  must  be  one  of  gailt;  and  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  Is  impnted  in  the  resolution. 
But  again:  if  all  this  were  tme,  it  would  be 
no  reason  for  e^nnging,  or,  in  other  words, 
destroying  the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  such  a 
resolotion  was  adopted. 

Bnt,  sir,  we  come  now  to  the  sixth  reason, 
which  is  perhaps  the  tme  motive,  though  not  a 
Justification  for  this  extraordinary  proceeding, 
and  a  gleam  of  light  is  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
ject, which  gives  it  color  and  oomplezion.  The 
substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  President's 
protest  was  rejected,  and  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  npon  the  jonmal,  while  memorials  and 
petitions  against  him  were  dnly  and  honorably 
received.  Here  is  another  instance  of  that 
ocMoflict  with  other  reasons,  which  was  remark- 
ed npon  in  adverting  to  the  third.  It  implies 
^at,  if  the  protest  had  been  received,  then  the 
resolve  should  not  be  expunged.  But  with 
that  confusion  of  ideas  which  seems  to  charac- 
terize the  whole  preamble,  it  places  the  protest 
of  the  President  on  the  same  footing  with  pe- 
titions from  the  people.  The  President  de- 
manded that  his  protest  should  be  spread  upon 
the  joDmoL  which  he  had  no  right  to  do.  But, 
supposing  for  a  moment  that  he  had,  is  the  re- 
fusal a  reason  for  expon^^ng  the  resolution  to 
which  the  protest  has  reference.  The  people 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  express  their  opm- 
itns  and  wishes,  in  uie  form  of  petitions  and 
memorials ;  bnt  the  Freddent,  as  such,  has  no 
right  to  notice  the  proceedings  of  any  other 
branch  of  the  Government  in  the  form  of  a 

1)rote«t  It  is  no  part  of  the  functions  or  privi- 
eges  of  executive  power  to  review  and  rebuke 
the  proceedings  of  the  le^slative  or  judicial 
branches  of  the  Government.  Ihe  aspect 
which  the  whole  subject  assumes,  in  contem- 

{ilating  this  reason,  is  that  of  retaliation.  It 
ooks  uke  offering  an  iodignitj  to  this  body,  by 
way  of  compensating  the  d^ht  <tf  executive 
power. 

The  seventii  and  dght  reasons  may  be  classed 
together,  and  resolve  themselves  into  the  gene- 
ral illation  that  the  said  resolve  was  inoppor- 
tune, evil  example,  and  daagntnis  prece- 
dent; all  of  which,  beiiw  a  mere  matter  of 
oifatioD,  abont  whioh  a  air  ffiffibrenee  loi^t 


arise,  oonld  fhmish  no  reason  for  enonging  the 
resolve,  however  it  might  be  ni^^ed  as  a  reason 
for  passing  a  counter-rMolqtion.  We  have  thai, 
sir,  gone  throogh  them  all,  and  do  not  find  one 
which  justifies  the  conclusion  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  expunged.  And  if  they  do  not 
singly  support  that  conclusion,  they  cannot  do 
it  coUectively.  A  thousand  bad  reasons  have 
no  more  force  than  one.  Wo  may  say,  then, 
of  this  preamble,  what  was  said  of  Gratlano'a 
reasoning:  "Gratiano  speaks  an  infinite  deal 
of  nothing ;  more  than  any  man  in  all  Venice; 
his  reasons  are  as  two  grains  of  wheat  hid  in 
two  bushels  of  chaff;  you  shall  seek  all  day 
ere  you  find  them^  and  when  yon  have  them, 
tbOT'  are  not  worth  the  seardi." 

Bnt  it  is  vtXA  Ihe  Senate  hod  no  right  to  pan 
such  a  resolution ;  that  it  cannot  be  jnstified  as 
the  fur  exercise  of  any  one  of  its  powers. 
Still,  it  nu^  be  answered,  it  is  a  fact  that  such 
a  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  objection 
involves  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  which 
cannot  be  a  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence 
of  the  fact.  But  as  to  Ihe  right  itself;  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  existence,  when 
the  subject  is  ftilly  understood.  The  Senate, 
under  tiie  constitution,  has  variooa  powers — 
l^lidative,  judical,  and  execntive.  The  error 
lies  in  attempting  to  discover  and  explain  the 
right  to  pass  Bu^  a  resolation  in  tiie  exercise 
of  any  of  these  powwB. 

The  oUeot  of  all  these  powers  is  tiie  modifi- 
cation of  some  Bodal  or  political  r^ht.  But 
the  Senate  is  a  deliberative  body,  an^  as  such, 
must  have  opinions,  and  express  them.  It  is 
the  inherent  right  and  property  of  every  delib- 
erative assembly  to  have  (md  express  opinions, 
which  only  can  be  done  by  resolution.  A  res- 
olution of  thanks  cannot  be  traced  to  any  one 
of  these  powers ;  neither  can  a  resolution  of 
condolence ;  and  yet  no  one  ever  d<mbted  the 
right  to  pass  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  resort  to  the  constitntion  fW 
any  express  or  implied  authority,  it  might  be 
found  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  fourth  a^ 
tide,  which,  in  ilq  lart  paragnq)fa,  sopnosM 
that  there  are  other  resdntions  than  I^^Un 
acts,  or  Bodi  as  require  the  concurrence  of  hciQk 
Houses.  But  the  very  institution  of  a  delibo^ 
ative  assembly,  in  the  nature  of  thing^  sup- 
poses and  involves  the  existence  of  opmiMW 
and  the  right  of  expressing  them.  The  powers 
of  such  an  assembly,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
control  which  it  may  exercise  over  the  sooial 
or  political  rights  of  others,  is  a  very  different 
matter,  and  depends  on  the  provi^ons  of  the 
constitntion  which  gives  it  existence.  But  is 
it  not  somewhat  remarkable  that  those  who 
make  the  objection,  do  not  perceive  that  this 
very  expunging  reaolntion  whiofa  they  advooate, 
presupposes  the  right?  If  the  Senate  has  no 
right  to  pass  any  resdntion  hut  sqoIi  as  can  be 
traced  to  tme  of  those  powers,  what  right  has 
it  to  pass  this  exptmg^g  resolution  f  Into  meh 
absurdities,  dr,  will  men  &11  when  th^  seek 
to  Boatain,  by  reaatHcdnft  a  fidse  pontko.  .  Xbe 
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right,  then,  to  pass  sQcb  a  resolution  I  take  to 
be  imqaestionaole,  and  the  exercise  of  it  may 
be,  at  times,  highly  expedient,  as  a  check  or 
oantion  to  the  wantonness  or  heedlessness  of 
executive  power,  and  as  a  measure  short  of  im- 
peachment But,  sir,  what  is  impeachment} 
A  faroe,  a  nullity  [  It  is,  like  the  case  of  the 
electors  coll^^  on  abortion.  There  is  little 
danger  to  be  apprehended  but  from  a  popular 
President ;  and  the  very  £act  of  his  being  such, 
under  the  party  organization  of  this  country, 
supposes  the  fact  that  he  is  sust^iiecl  and  snp- 
ported  by  a  m^orit^  oi  the  body  in  whom  tbo 
Impeaohing  power  reddea.  I  mi^^t  bere^  dr, 
oonolude  vhat  I  wished  to  uj  in  relaUon  to 
the  matter  now  depending  before  the  Senate 
having,  u  I  think,  estebliwed  two  propositions, 
which  cover  the  whde  ground :  first,  that  the 
Senate,  as  a  delilieratlTe  assembly,  had  the 
right  to  pass  the  resolution  of  March  26,  1884 ; 
and,  secondly,  that,  whether  true  or  not  in 
point  of  iact,  we  have  no  right  to  expun^  it, 
oeoause  the  journal  is,  by  the  constitution,  a 
permanent  record.  I  i^ill  further  incidentally 
remark  that,  if  the  right  of  expunotiou  exists, 
and  is  to  be  established  by  this  precedent,  then 
ft  snbseqnent  Senate  may  expunge  this  expung- 
ing resolntion ;  and  so,  in  all  time  to  come, 
tluse  soocesaiTe  ezpnncdons  mi^  serve  to  indi- 
eate  the  trinmph  or  defeat  of  the  respective 
p4ditJoal  parties  of  tbe  country.  But  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  sustain  this  measure 
by  a  resort  to  precedents.  Sir,  precedents  are 
<ii  no  authority  when  opposed  to  a  dear,  ascer- 
tained, settled  principle.  They  are  resorted  to 
in  donbtfol  caaos,  and  often  to  avoid  the  force 
of  principle.  It  is  easier,  at  all  times,  to  follow 
]H«oedent6  than  to  reason.  But,  sir,  above  all 
things,  precedents  drawn  from  a  period  of  revo- 
Intioo,  such  as  that  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bivsa,)  are  of  no  weight 
in  a  time  of  profound  ti-anquiUtty,  when  secnri'- 
and  leisure  give  opportnnity  for  reflection. 
It  may  be  very  expemeoL  in  a  moment  of  un- 
settled oorenunent  and  of  violence,  to  suppress 
the  evidenoe  <tf  a  particular  proceeding ;  but 
one  oonld  scaroely  vpon  such  authon^  for 
a  warrant  to  corrupt  a  eonstitntional  record  in 
moments  of  security  and  regular  govemment. 
And  yet  snch  is  the  character  of  uic^  Senator's 
domratio  precedent.  As  to  his  English  prece- 
dents, they  are  of  no  value  on  a  question  like 
this,  which  does  not  depend  on  general  parlia- 
mentary practice,  but  on  the  express  proviuons 
of  a  written  constitution,  which  has  directed 
the  keeping  of  a  journal,  and  contemplates  that 
Joorn^  as  a  permanent  record. 
When  Mr.  Bataso  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Hxinnaoxs  rase  and  nid  that,  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  di^,  it  would  be  oat  of  place 
to  attempt  on  argoment  or  a  speech  to  the 
Senate ;  and  snch  was  not  his  purpose,  in  the 
few  words  he  had  at  present  to  say.  It  had 
been  his  intention,  some  time  ago,  to  have 
tKunUed  the  Senate  with  his  views  somewhat 
at  Inge  on  Um  snl^eot;  but  he  would  content 
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himself  now  with  aiding  a  very  few  words ;  and 
tbis  was  i>erhaps  necessary,  owing  to  the  pe- 
culiar jposiUon  ue  occupied  in  relation  to  the 
propoutiott  before  the  Senate.  It  would  b« 
recollected  that  he  bad  voted  against  the  res- 
olution of  1834,  so  much  cumplained  of— the 
resolution  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  ex- 
punge from  the  journals  of  the  Wiate.  He  did 
so  for  many  of  the  reasons  cont4Uned  in  the 

f reamble  to  the  resolution  now  on  our  tables, 
n  some  of  the  reasons,  however,  contained  in 
that  preamble,  he  did  not  concur,  and  of  course 
could  not  vote  for  it.  For  some  of  the  reasons 
centred  in  it  he  could  most  ebecrfuHy  vote. 
Ko  member  of  the  Senate  more  than  himself 
(said  Mr.  H.)  regretted  the  passage  of  that  res- 
olution. No  one  could  have  been  more  oppos- 
ed to  it.  He  viewed  it  as  an  apple  of  discord 
set  in  motion;  a  firebrand  tlmiwn  into  the 
community,  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than 
any  other  measure  proposed  at  that  eventful 
session ;  and  he  now  believed  that  it  had  done 
more  harm  in  exciting  party  spirit  to  its  present 
dangerous  height  than  any  other  measure  wbidi 
could  have  been  proposed.  The  danger  appre- 
hended to  the  constitotion  by  this  act  of  ex- 
pnnfpog  (said  Ifr.  H)  is  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  measure  of  1884 ;  as  much  so  as  that  one 
act  of  violence  should  snoceed  another.  A 
party  in  power  to-day^  and  who  shall  use  that 
power  indiscreetiy,  wdl  be  aure  to  meet  with 
retaliation,  as  soon  aa  the  opposite  party  shall 
trinmph.  Hence,  violent  measures  of  th^  kind 
are  as  sure  to  succeed  each  other,  in  the  muta- 
tions of  party  power,  as  effect  is  to  follow 
cause. 

Much,  however,  as  ho  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution  of  1884,  he  could  not  vote  to  expunge' 
it  from  the  journals.  That  was  a  question,  m 
his  opinion,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  original  proposition. 
The  qaestion  before  the  Senate  was  one  of 
power  to  expunge  the  journal,  no  matter  what 
jonmal  it  might  be.  He  thooght  no  such  power 
existed  in  the  Senate,  nor  anywhere  else ;  fti^ 
his  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  imperative,  and  prohibited  him 
from  giviug  any  such  vote,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  opinion  of  the  resolntion  proposed  to 
be  expunged.  It  was,  in  his  view  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  much  a  duty  to  keep  and  preserve 
the  journals  of  nnoonstitutional  proceedings,  if 
such  there  be,  as  of  any  other.  Our  constitu- 
ents have  as  much  right  to  know  oar  bad  acts 
as  our  good  ones ;  because  it  is  for  these  they 
will  call  OS  to  account ;  and  it  would  be  strange 
doctrine  that  we  conld  shield  ourselves  from 
responsibility  by  expunging  the  Journals.  The 
ar^ment,  then,  of  the  Se^iator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  resolntitm  of  1684  was'nnecnm- 
tutjonal,  and  therefbre  ought  to  be  expunged, 
did  not  in  the  least  relieve  his  mind.  He  un- 
derstood, too,  that  this  was  the  basis  of  the 
votes  of  otiier  members  of  the  Senate  in  favw 
of  eqtungiug.  Much  as  he  disapproved  of  the 
resofaitioii  of  1884^  he  bdieved  uiat  it  was  coo- 
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Btitational,  and  that  it  was  snch  a  proposition 
S0  the  Senate  mi^t  entertain  and  adopt.  He 
mw  nothing  nnoonstttational  abont  it.  It  mighty 
tar  it  might  not,  be  considered  an  abstract  prop- 
OBition.  It  had,  indeed,  remained  as  a  mere  de- 
clarator7  expression  of  the  Senate,  but  it  might 
have  been  the  hasia  of  le^lation.  Whether  it 
be  trae  or  false  is  a  matt€^  of  opinion.  Those 
who  voted  for  it  nnqaestionably  believed  its 
affinnations  to  be  true.  They  believed  that  the 
President  had,  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  ezer- 
daed  anthority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  oonstltntion  and  laws,  bnt  in  derogation  of 
both.  He,  who  voted  against  it,  bdieved  that 
the  antbonfy  and  power  exercised  by  the  Pres- 
ident was  not  in  derogation  of  the  constitntion 
and  laws ;  and,  however  mnch  he  dissented  on 
the  groond  of  expediency  fix)m  'Uiat  which  had 
been  done,  he  never  doubted  the  constitutional 
and  legal  power  of  Uie  Prendent  to  do  what  he 
did. 

It  had  been  said  (continued  Mr.  H.)  that  the 
resolution  of  1834  contains  impeachable  matter 
a^nst  the  President,  and  tlia^  on  this  account, 
it  is  not  entitled  to  a  place  on  the  journals  He 
did  not  think,  however,  fhat  it  contained  any 
impeachable  matter.  It  oharg^  no  evil  or  cor- 
rupt intention,  which  was  the  essential  ingre- 
dient of  impeachable  matter.  He  referred  to 
the  case  of  Peck's  trial  before  the  Senate,  and 
stated  ttiat  the  absence  of  proof  of  corrupt  in- 
tention was  ttie  basis,  of  his  acquittal  by  the 
Senate.  This  had  been  the  reason  of  his  own 
vote  of  acquittal ;  and  his,  he  had  good  reason 
to  b^eve,  was  tlie  basis  of  votes  of  acquittal 
generally.. 

In  voting  against  expan^g,  he  did  not  vote 
to  afiBrm  the  tmth  of  the  resolution  of  1884. 
He  had  already  stated  the  reverse.  He  believed 
that  the  President  had  the  power,  whatever  he 
might  think  of  its  exercise,  under  the  cironm- 
stances  of  that  case.  Bat  his  opiidon  lhat  the 
rescdntion  proposed  to  be  expun^d  was  and  is 
nntme,  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  doty  in  the 
present  case,  and  coold  not,  in  any  d^ree,  in- 
fluence his  vote.  The  Senate  had  no  power,  to 
ezponge  the  journals.  He  could,  withont  the 
least  oifBculty,  vote  upon  the  journals  of  the 
present  session  a  resolution  to  rescind  that  of 
1884,  or  to  affirm  a  contrary  proposition.  This, 
wlule  it  would  clearly  assert  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  tiie  prooeedmgs  of  1884, 
would  not  obliterate  the  journals  of  that  day, 
and  wonld  have  all  the  effect  of  the  mode 
proposed. 

Kr.  Stbaitox  stud  :  I  am  not  unconscious  of 
file  disadvantages  xmder  which  I  labor,  in  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  at  thU  late  period ;  but  it 
has  been  pKperlj  remarked,  in  the  course  of 
tliis  debate,  that  we  are  engaged  in  no  ephem- 
eral transaction ;  that  this  night's  work  is  not 
to  pass  away  with  the  occasion ;  it  is  not  to  be 
consigned  at  once  "  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capu- 
kts"  with  tbin^  unworthy  of  remembrance. 
All  omneoted  wiUi  the  matter  under  couider- 
atioa  ate  doomed  to  innnortaUty,  fbr  good  or  j 
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for  evil ;  and  as  it  is  my  destiny  and  my  par- 
pose  to  appropriate  an  humble  leaf  from  this 
fadeless  wreath,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  a  name 
which  would  otherwise  be  forgotten  when  the 
individual  who  bears  it  shall  cease  to  breathe, 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of 
my  course,  not  with  the  vain  hope  of  their 
being  as  immortal  as  the  act  they  accompany, 
but  merely  for  the  temporary  satisfaction  of 
my  personal  acquaintances.  I  am  aware  that 
tills  subject  has  been  treated  with  singular  abil- 
ity on  both  sides  d  Hob  faoU,  and  may,  perhaps, 
be  thought  exhausted;  bnt  aa,  in  some  respects, 
my  views  differ  coneideraUy  from  any  I  have 
heretofore  heard  advanced,  I  take  the  liberfy  of 
offering  them.  It  is  the  more  proper  I  should 
do  so,  aSj  in  a  motion  I  sbaU  take  occasion  to 
make  before  I  sit  down,  I  might  otherwise  sub- 
ject myself  to  the  misapprehension  both  of 
Mends  and  foes,  (withont  meaning,  however, 
to  use  the  latter  term  in  its  muk  offensive 
sense.) 

The  Senator  from  South  OaroUoa,  who  dis- 
coursed so  eloquenUy  upon  ,this  sattject  the 
other  day,  was  pleased  to  say,  facetiously,  f^at 
those  who  vote  for  this  expunging  resolution 
will  be  plaoed  on  "  a  bad  oniiMnoe,"  damned 
to  a  &me  like  that  of  Eratostratos,  who  de- 
stroyed by  fire  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
world,  the  Ephesian  temple  of  Diana;  and 
doubtless  the  same  wild  fsncy  which  led  him 
to  this  condusion,  has  pictnred  for  himself  and 
his  associates  a  classic  reputation  like  that  of 
the  celebrated  Boman  conspirators,  who  slew  a 
C»sar  in  the  Capitol.  Happily,  however,  the 
latter  parallel  fails  in  most  important  particn- 
lars;  for  the  ancients  actnalfy  wrought  the 

Ehysical  death  of  a  usurper,  while  the  modems 
ave  only  attempted  the  moral  death  of  a  par 
triot 

I  r^ret  that  those  who  framed  the  preamble 
affixed  to  this  resolntion  have  thongnt  jvopw 
to  make  it  so  long,  not  on  aeoonnt  of  its  hav- 
ing fbrnished  a  suljeot  of  wit  to  the  Senator 
from  ■  Kentucky,  bnt  because  it  has  already 
thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  some,  and  hi 
stiil  likely  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
myself  and'  others  friendly  to  the  resolntion 
itself.  That  delicate  machine,  the  hnman  mind, 
formed  by  an  invirable  hand,  is  exceedingly 
subtile  in  its  operations,  and,  like  the  watches 
which  occupied  tiie  attention  of  that  great  mon- 
arch, Oharles  Y.  of  Germany,  after  nis  retire- 
ment from  the  cares  of  empire,  no  two  wiU 
operate  precisely  alike.  Many  minds  may 
come  to  a  similar  oondndon ;  bnt,  in  pro- 
cesses by  which  they  anive  at  it^  will  prolably 
all  vary  in  a  greatw  oc  less  degree.  TUs  u 
found  to  be  the  case  in  the  most  dmple  and 
familiar  matters,  and  still  more  ao  in  those  of 
complication  and  rare  occurrence. '  I  wish  some 
reference  could  have  been  had,  in  framing  this 
preamble,  .to  the  advice  of  a  celebrated  states- 
man, to  a  judge  then  recentiy  appointed  to  one 
of  British  provinces.  "  Deode,"  said  he^ 
"  aocndbig  to  your  judgment  of  what  ia 
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bat  give  no  reasons  for  jour  deoimon.  Thoa- 
sands  maj  ^prove  the  one,  who  will  not  con- 
OQT  with  yon  in  the  other,"  Regardless  of  this 
pmdeot  counsel,  many  reasons  are  offered  in 
this  preamble  for  the  ultimate  oonoloaion  that 
it  is  right  to  expunge  from  the  ionmal.  of  the 
Senate  the  obnoxionsiieBolntion  of  March,  1884; 
and  anuHig  than  it  i»  stated  that  the  sua  reso- 
Intion  was  niuxHistittttionid.  In  this  reason  I 
cannot  concnr,  because  I  do  not  unite  in  the 
opinion  that  it  is  founded  in  fact.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  conscientiously  i^ut  it  forth  la  this 
formal  manner,  as  oonstitating  a  portion  of  the 
bans  of  an  important  action  in  which  I  am  de- 
sirous to  unite.  An  act,  according  to  my  nn- 
derstaodiug,  is  unconstitutional,  whidi  is  pro- 
hibited, in  express  terms,  by  the  constitation, 
or  which  is  done  in  substantial  omission  of 
something  commanded  by  it.  Now,  I  do  not 
find  in  the  constitution  any  j)rohibition  npon 
the  Senate  from  uttering  an  opmion,  colleotaT^y 
or  individually,  upon  any  subject  whatsoever. 
I  Agree  that  the  oonstitauon  only  expressly  au- 
tborixes  them  to  i>nform  certain  legislative, 
executive,  aud  judicial  functions,  and  prescribes 
the  mode,  to  a  certiun  extent,  in  which  they 
shall  perform  them,  and  that  a  performance  of 
these  acts  in  any  snbstantial  dm^gard  of  this 
prescription  wotdd  be  unconstitutional,  while 
all  acts  done,  not  mentioned  or  distinctly  re- 
ferred to  in  the  constitation,  are  done  without 
its  warrant  Bnt,  then,  the  constitution  has  not 
taken  away,  so  far  as  tiie  matter  under  consid- 
eration is  concerned,  that  right  which,  in  a 
state  of  nature,  all  men  derived  from  the  God 
who  made  them,  to  utter  their  thoughts,  as  in- 
dividu^  or  colleotively,  however  assembled, 
upon  things  ia  generaL  Kestriotions  upon  this 

Cinlege  are  certainly  to  be  found  In  the  Divine 
w  itself  and  in  the  many  maxims  of  [Hropriety 
whioh  society  has,  from  time  to  time,  and  in 
varioos  ways,  had  down  for  the  government  of 
its  members.  But  I  deny  that  the  Oonstitu- 
tHaa  of  the  United  States  has  hii  down  auy  re- 
striction (q)pUcable  to  the  present  case,  and 
would  in  vam  ask  for  its  production.  I  know 
that,  in  disputing  the  soundness  of  this  reason 
set  forth  in  the  preamble,  I  encounter  the  opin- 
ions of  many  wise  men,  for  whom  I  have  the 
profoondest  respect.  But,  while  this  famishes 
me  with  a  strou  and  only  reason  fbr  doubting 
fhe  aoondnees  of  my  own  view,  it  will  not  Jus- : 
tify  ms  in  Mserting  that  as  a  truth  oi  which  I 
am  not  ccmTinoed ;  and  stiU  less  itat  to  which 
my  own  faculties  utt^ether  refuse  their  assent. 
When  a  man  undertakes  to  assert  any  thing 
deliberately,  he  must  do  so  upon  his  own  con- 
viction, and  not  npon  the  mere  opinions  of 
others.  Those  who  inast  upon  the  unconstitu- 
tionality  of  the  resolution  of  1834^  treat  it  as 
an  actual  impeachment  of  the  President,  with- 
out having  waited  for  the  accusation  constitu- 
tionally preferred  by  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tivea.  If  I  could  admit  or  perceive  the  &ct 
that  the  resolution  of  1884  was  an  impeachment 
«C  the  Pmddent^  ia  the  teohntotl  mse  of  that 
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word,  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  uniting  in 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  constitution.  But  ImpeachmeDt,  as  used 
ID  the  constitution,  is  a  teobuical  term,  and  all 
that  enters  into  the  technical  ideas  embraced 
in  the  term  must  exist  to  make  it  applicable. 
A  number  of  unauthorised  persons  may  pro- 
nounce a  man  gidlty  of  an  offence,  bnt  no  one 
for  that  reason  would  say  that  he  had  been 
tried.  If  a  judge  goes  into  court,  and,  without 
the  finding  of  an  indictment,  or  any  other 
formal  accusation  against  a  person,  directs  an 
entry  to  be  made  upon  the  record  that  he  is 
guilty  of  a  certain  offence,  it  could  not  be  said 
that  he  had  been  tried.  The  substantial  part 
of  an  impeachment  or  trial  is  the  punishment 
consequent  upon  being  found  guilty ;  and  no 
matter  by  wnat  name  a  proceeding  may  be 
called,  it  does  not  meet  the  idea  embr&ced  in 
these  expresdons,  either  in  laws  or  constitu- 
tions, if  oottvictioa  upon  it  does  not  involve 
punishment  as  a  rwuar  consequence.  In  the 
proceeding  referred  to  in  the  Senate,  there 
was  condemnation,  but  it  was  not  a  oonaemna- 
tion  which  drew  after  it  punishment,  or  in  pux^ 
soance  of  whioh  punishment  could  have  been 
inflicted.  In  maters  of  this  sort,  names  are 
things ;  and  whenever  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
drawn  away  from  their  accepted  significationSr 
we  oast  onrselves  upon  a  wide  ocean  of  unoer- 
tdnty,  and  our  minds,  like  a  vessel,  however 
richly  freighted,  without  compass  or  polar  star, 
can  never  calculate  on  ultimately  reaching  any 
place  of  security.  To  say  that  the  Senate  im- 
peached the  President  in  the  resolution  of  183^ 
18,  in  mj  judgment,  a  pure  assumption ;  and  ii 
the  rescd^on  was  not  an  impeachment,  no  one 
contends,  I  believe,  that  it  was  a  Hteral  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  Bat  it  is  in^ed 
that,  if  not  a  literal  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  resolution  of  1884  was  a  violation  of 
its  spirit.  I  beloi^,  Hr.  President,  to  a  class 
of  politicians,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  so,  who 
deny  that  the  constitntion  has  any  spirit.  Like 
Shylock's  bond,  we  hold  that  whatever  Is  not 
foond  in  it^  cannot  be  claimed  under  it;  its 
grants  and  its  prohibitions  are  such,  as  that  he 
who  reads  may  perceive  them,  and  no  artful 
constructionist  is  at  liberty  to  stretch  it  to  his 
purposes,  or  to  hammer  it  out,  like  gold  leo^ 
untu  it  covers  the  universe.  BeUevuig,  then, 
that  the  Senate  was  exennslngno  constitationai 
function  in  thdr  vote  of  censure  upon  the 
President;  and  that  in  all  other  matters  the 
constitution  leaves  to  them,  unimpaired,  all 
their  natural  rights  of  expressing  their  opin- 
ions, in  whatever  w&j  assembled,  and  uptm 
an;|r  sul^eot,  I  eannot  concur  in  the  reason 
assigned  for  expnnjpng  the  resolution  of  1834, 
that  it  was  an  unconstitational  act.  But  in 
thus  differing  with  my  friends,  and  making  this 
concession  to  the  opposition,  I  think  I  am  very 
far  from  weakening  the  cause  of  the  former, 
and  am  presenting  the  latter  with  a  Trojan 
horse ;  In  admitting  that  tlieir  act  was  not  un- 
constitatiottal,  I  sweep  awi^  at  a  breath  the 
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vhole  snperatrnotore  l>ehind  wMoh  tiie  og^otm 
of  ezpanction  bare,  as  they  seem  to  oonoeiTc, 
aecnrelj  eoBconced  themselves.  Bnt  oi  this  1^ 
lod  br. 

Although  the  resolution  of  1884  be  not  nn- 
Gonetitational,  nor  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  it  maj  yet  inrade  a  spuit  and 
violate  an  antfaority  even  superior  to  the  con- 
stitatioD,  and  abundant  reasons  may  remain  for 
its  eipuDctioD ;  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  show 
that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  for  Its  impro- 
priety, its  dangerous  tendency,  its  injustice, 
and  its  falsehood.  And  here  aUow  me  to  apol- 
ogize for  the  stror^  langiuge  I  must  oeosuon- 
oQy  use,  during  the  prc«ress  of  these  rematks, 
although  feeling,  aa  1  aoj  great  defemioe  fat 
those  whose  acta  I  am  eondemniag,  and  ooo- 
scious  that  I  am  myself  as  prone  to  infinnilT 
as  any  man.  But  I  must  speak  plainly ;  and 
therefore  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  tnat  the  reso- 
Intion  of  1884  was,  in  my  judgment,  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  propriety  ever  perpetrated 
by  a  bigh,  honorable,  and  dignified  body.  To 
recur  to  an  illastration  already  used,  suppose 
a  jndee  arrives  at  a  certain  place,  where  hd  i^ 
to  hold  a  court  of  criminal  Jurisdiction,  and, 
among  other  things,  he  leama  that  a  particular 
individual  is  charged  with  some  c^tal  offence ; 
he  hears  the  ev  eorto  statements  of  mmor^  and 
makes  up  his  oinnion  that  the  peratm  it  guilty. 
TSfot  uauAei  with  this,  when  be  mten  the 
court-house,  he  calls  upon  the  derk  solemnly 
to  declare  upon  tiie  record  that  snch  a  person 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  presiding  Jud^  cer- 
tainly guilty  ot  such  a  spedfio  o^oe.  It  is 
true  the  grand  Jury  have  fimnd  no  bill,  the 
alleged  offender  has  not  even  been  apprehended, 
no  voice  has  been  heard  in  his  defence,  and  no 
punishment  could  follow  the  prejudication. 
Yet  would  it  not  be  an  act  of  the  grossest  and 
most  flagrant  violation  of  Judicial  propriety? 
Would  not  public  execration  overwhelm  the 
wretch  who  nad  perpetrated  it,  and  hurl  him 
from  the  station  lie  had  degraded  I 

In  the  case  of  the  single  judge,  every  one  Is 
stnuA:  at  once  with  the  glazing  impn^niety  of 
his  ccmduot.  And  is  t£at  impropiie^  at  aB 
dlnrfnished  because  perpetrated  by  numbers? 
Are  there  not,  in  fact,  features  in  we  principal 
case  even  more  oppresnve  than  in  the  one  oy 
which  I  have  attempted  to  illustrate  it  t  In  the 
case  of  the  Judge,  he  tries  the  culprit  by  a  rigid, 
well-defined  law,  and  can  make  nothing  a  snb- 
ject  of  punishment  which  the  law  has  not 
expressly  declared  so ;  and,  in  the  application 
of  facta  to  the  law,  is  dependent  on  a  jury  for 
the  finding  of  l^ose  focts,  and  'can  assume 
nothing  which  the  Juty  do  not  expressly  find. 
HentaTlnafl,  therefore,  or  pnHndlcation  on  his 
part,  it  would  seem,  oinild  not  be  attended  with 
any  great  degree  of  mischief.  And  yet  the 
eommon  sense,  and,  I  may  add,  the  oommon 
prin<dples  of  mankind,  revolt  at  the  slightest 
indication  of  such  bias  or  prejndication.  But 
the  8mate<rf&e  United  States  are  Judges  both 
of  lav  and  fhet;  ni^,  to  a  great  extant,  th^ 


make  tiie  law  ^  whioh  the  person  eha^jed  ia 
to  be  tried.  What  vohune  otmtidns  a  reoital 
of  the  acts  for  which  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  public  oBieer,  la 
sulject  to  impeacbmentt  There  is  no  snch 
volume.  Any  misdemeanor  in  office  will  war^ 
rant  impeachment  and  conviction ;  and  what 
is  such  misdemeanor  is  left  to  the  mere  dis- 
cretion cf  the  Senate,  and  Ijiey  promnlge  the 
law  at  the  very  moment  tluU  they  prononnce 
the  gnUt  of  its  hifraction  ?  It  is  only  necessary 
for  ute  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  charge  the 
offence,  and  the  Senate  have  then  the  uncon- 
trolled right  to  decide  the  two  qnastions,  wheth- 
er the  facts  exist ;  and  if  so,  whether  they  are 
the  snlffeets  of  puniriiment.  Barely,  a  tribunal 
BO  onutituted  ought,  of  all  otibws,  to  keep  its 
faonlties  uninflnmoed  by  nakly  expressed  opin- 
ions. Bnt  the  worst  feature  of  impropriely 
yet  remans  to  be  considered.  It  is  a  general 
principle,  that  no  man  can  be  a  judge  iu  a  cause 
where  he  has  an  interest ;  but  some  tribunals 
are  so  constituted  that  this  wholesome  principle 
cannot  alwi^s  be  applied.  In  such  a  case,  it 
would  seem  that  a  Judge  so  rituated  would, 
above  all  others,  feel  most  powerfully  restrained 
from  allowing  himself  any  indulgence  in  pre- 
vious expressions  of  opinions  whioh  mi^t  pre- 
judice the  person  chai^ed^  or  fhnn  preuuturely 
evincing  the  strength  <a  his  own  bias.  And  yet 
the  Senate  of  United  States,  the  eonstitn- 
tional  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President  for 
uuMmstitutional  acts,  pnjndges  him  In  amatter 
in  which  individual  Senators  have  a  penonal 
interest  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  their  per- 
sonal interest  was  enlisted  by  golden  bribes^ 
reoeived  in  the  shape  of  foes,  or  otherwise, 
from  the  United  States  Bank;  although  such 
things  have  been  said,  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe 
them.  I  do  not  think  that  such  was  the  in- 
terest they  felt  in  the  question.  Ko ;  a  nobler 
passion  blinded  them  to  the  impropriety  of  the 
act  they  were  committing ;  a  passion  which  haa 
been  cttlled  the  vice  of  great  minds;  a  pasrion 
plmted  in  the  human  breast  for  the  wlsMfc 

Surposes ;  bnt  (me  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
eeolating,  where  it  gidns  unhallowea  mastery. 
A  great  political  strife  had  been  waging  for 
years,  and^tal«it  and  wealth,  and  every  other 
engine  of  human  power,  had  been  employed  in 
its  pn^resa.  No  machine  had  been  so  power- 
ful as  the  United  States  Bank  in  conducing  to 
the  spread  of  opinions,  upon  whose  success  the 

Sarty  to  which  tnese  Scniators  belonged,  believed 
a  own  triumph,  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
to  depend.  To  these  opinions  Senators  had 
subscribed  in  the  most  decided  and  public 
manner,  and  upon  them  bad  staked  their  hopea 
of  renown  and  wordly  dlstinetioa.  They  were 
opposed  by  the  adouniatration,  and  a  stem, 
nnyidding  front  preaoited  by  it  to  then*  ad- 
vance. Forthiatne  Rwddeitt  had  been  stroi^' 
ly  denounced,  and  Senators  themselves  had  not 
been  backward  in  breathing  upon  the  waves  fji 
<q*podti(m,  and  stirring  than  into  ;  mi^ 
fliudly,  in  the  timnlt  dr  lUs  evAtenuat,  fiffget- 
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ftal  of  the  high,  honorable,  and  delicate  pro- 
priety which,  as  men  and  individnalB,  has  ever 
characterized  them,  and  their  elevated  standing 
as  the  ooDstitutional  triers  of  the  President,  thej 
oonunanded  bis  gnilt  to  be  recorded  before  any 
Icttnl  accuser  had  come  forward,  and  indi^umUj 
noosed  to  bear  his  defence.  Am  I  not  warrant- 
ed, under  these  circomstaooes,  in  prononndng 
the  act  one  of  gross  and  flagrant  improprie^  t 

Bat  I  have  said  it  is  an  act  dangomu  In  its 
tendency  as  a  precedent,  and  for  that  reason 
ought  to  be  expnnged.  The  conatitatiaiB  has 
pomted  ont  the  moie  in  which  the  difitoent 
branches  of  the  QoTemment  are  mutually  to 
oheck  and  balance  each  o&er,  and  nowhere  is 
this  informal  mode  of  <nprening  dismprobatum 
adTerted  to  as  one  of  taem.  Criminati<m  in- 
TarifU>ly  leads  to  rerariminatios.  The  beginning 
of  strife  baa  been  aptly  compared  in  the  scrip- 
tures to  the  letting  out  of  waters ;  the  natural 
result  is,  that  every  thing  valuable  within  its 
reach  is  carried  away  in  its  desolating  sweep. 
"One  word,"  in  hoipdy  adage,  "brings  on 
another ; "  end  whether  the  strife  of  tongues 
begins  between  two  old  wives  at  the  fish  manrat, 
at  the  Fresideut  and  Soiate,  anger  qmcUy  eah- 
does  all  the  noUw  fiumltles  of  the  mind,  and 
wmataral  and  omel  warftre  la  the  probable  re- 
solt.  A  practical  illustration  of  this  idea  is  for- 
idshed  in  the  civil  wars  of  England,  already 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Connectlont. 
A  strife,  in  which  sll  the  ties  of  family  and  kin- 
dred were  dissolved,  and  the  nearest  and  the 
dearest  brought  to  quench  a  savage  thirst  in 
each  other's  blood,  originated  in  an  undignified 
war  of  words  between  the  King  and  the  Par- 
liament. If  the  principle  be  established  that  it 
is  proper  for  one  branch  of  the  Government, 
assembled  as  snob,  (but  in  a  manner  so  informal 
as  to  leave  it  a  matter  ot  oontest  whether  it  is 
an  official  act  or  not,)  to  condemn  the  acts  of 
ano&er,  the  most  faiinbl  oonseqaenoes  most  be 
apprehended.  U  tiie  Senate  mqr  inftmnaUy 
condemn  iJie  Preddent,  so  it  mi^the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  and  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives  the  Senate.  Scenes  roust  then  ori^ate 
which,  if  carried  ont  far  into  practice,  would 
degrade  tiie  nt^on  in  the  eyes  of  strangers,  and 
aM  much  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  tenure  by 
which  domestic  qoiet  is  retained.  D he  princi- 
ple is  therefore  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and 
ought  to  be  most  promptiy  discountenanced. 

I  u^e^  as  a  third  reason  fbr  expunging  the 
resolntion  of  IBM,  that  it  is  unjust  It  is  trae 
the  then  President  of  the  United  States  still 
retfdns  his  office,  uid  no  removal  can  take  place 
in  consequence  of  the  ctmdemnation  ther^  ex- 
pressed; yet  ita  obvious  and  dedgned  tendency 
must  have  been  to  d^ade  the  Ohief  Ua^strate 
In  the  eyes  of  the  country.  Want  of  pnnciple, 
or  want  al  capacity,  is  the  alternative  left  to 
1dm  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  believe  this 
accusation  to  be  trne.  They  must  either  pro- 
nounce him  a  sacrilegious  violator  of  the  con- 
stitntion  of  his  country,  or  a  very  inocmipetent 
Judge  of  its  pnnldons.  "Surely,"  It  would  be 


said  by  all  whose  knowledge  cf  affiurs  did  not 
induce  them  to  look  beyond  the  mere  sar&oe 
of  this  transaction,  "  the  Buiate  would  not  have 
thus  harshly  condemned  the  President  for  some 
slight  overmght,  for  some  small  misapjvehen- 
sion  of  duty,  into  which  any  man  might 
have  fallen,  ^o  I  no  I  it  is  some  grave  matter, 
in  which  the  constitution  has  been  so  grossly 
violated  that  none  but  a  rash,  hea^trong,  nn- 
prinrapled  man,  who  heeded  noL  or  an  igno* 
ramna,  too  dull  to  pero^ve^  cotud  have  beoi 
the  aot«."  This  is  the  natonl  ouMdwion; 
and  what  a  dilemma  for  tme  to  be  redaeed  to 
in  thb  land,  where  popular  opinion  is  to  a  pab- 
tio  man  the  breath  of  his  nostrils4  That  tibe 
Senate,  avdliog  itself  of  ita  osually  just  tide  to 
public  confidence,  should  denounce  a  man,  on- 
cited  and  unheard,  as  a  violator  of  the  constita- 
tion  of  his  countiy,  whom  the  popular  voice 
had  pronounced  most  worthy,  among  the  mil- 
lions of  American  citizens,  to  fill  the  most  <Ug- 
nified  and  responMble  trust,  is,  to  my  apprehen- 
Bi(m,  the  groraest  insult  to  the  public  sense  of 
Jostice  I  nave  ever  witnessed.  Ye^  few,  but 
the  vei7  individual  agunst  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, who  would  not  have  sank  beneath  it 

But  this  objection  to  the  resdotion  ol  1884 
depends  altogether  for  support  upon  anotiier, 
which  I  come  now  to  consider,  embratung,  in 
fact,  the  of  this  controversy ;  and  that  ^ 
as  I  have  said,  its  fi&leebood.  ^d  here,  again, 
I  must  apol(^ize  for  the  harshness  of  the  term 
used,  from  the  necessity  I  am  under  to.  speak 
plainly,  not  meaning  for  a  moment  to  apply  it 
to  the  individual  veracity  of  those  who  voted 
for  that  r^lntion.  There  may  be  falsehood 
in  a  legal  ctmdusion,  however  sincere  the  man 
who  arrives  at  it ;  and  whenever  one  comes  to 
the  conolnsion  that  certain  acts  are  unoonstatn- 
ttonal,  all  who  differ  with  him  must  believe  bis 
eonotumcai  fidse,  whatev«ar  terms  they  may  adt^t 
to  express  their  disaoit.  About  the  acts  dime 
by  the  President,  in  refermoe  to  wluob  this  re** 
olution  was  adopted,  there  is  no  ocmtrovwsy ; 
but  that  those  acts  were  unconstitutional  is,  in 
my  judgment,  most  fdsely  asserted  by  the  res- 
olution; the  pomtion  is  so  false,  so  gross  a 
perversion  of  the  constitution,  that  it  ooght 
never  to  have  been  taken ;  such  a  dangerous 
misrepresentation  of  that  sacred  instrument, 
that  it  on^t,  as  &r  as  possible,  to  be  annihi- 
lated, and  treated  as  though  it  had  never  been. 
It  Is  BO  palpably  erroneous,  that  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself  that  any  man  of  common  sense  at 
common  honesty,  whose  mind  was  peiibatty 
free  from  pre^ons  Uas,  could  for  a  vuauait 
oounteasnce  It  But  when,  as  I  bdieva,  under 
the  impulse  of  exdted  feelings,  and  intheUlnd- 
nees  ofparty  strife,  it  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Senate,  I  am  unwilling  it  shoold  remidi^ 
to  shed  its  deceptive  light  oprai  future  ages,  and 
mislead  others  to  their  rain.  At  the  time  tiiis 
resolntion  was  adopted,  I  had  not  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  this  body ;  but  I  was  a  lover  of  my 
country,  and  felt  a  de^  soUoitode  for  every- 
thing  oooneoted  wiih  Ua  inlereits.  I  than  be- 
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Bend,  and  do  itill  beUen,  its  Senate  a  body 
■nrpmed  bj  none  on  earth  in  dignity,  and  m  j 
eye  was  turned  snxioiuly  npon  ito  morements. 
Bnmor  had  given  out  that  this  resolution  was 
to  be  brought  forward ;  I  was  not  ignorant  of 
tho  obBcnring  effeota  of  passion  upon  the  clears 
est  intellect ;  and  yet  I  did  think  the  consdtn- 
tionalily  of  the  Ftesident's  action  so  obvious 
that  it  was  impossible  to  blink  it  I  confess, 
when  I  first  heard  Hie  removal  of  the  deposits 
announced,  I  was  startled  by  the  boldness  of 
the  measure,  but  I  did  not  for  a  moment  donbt 
the  constitationaUty  of  the  act.  I  was  i^pre- 
hensire  tbat  the  President  had  ao  &r  oatmn 
pablio  opinion,  it  would  never  overtake  him ; 
and  his  adnunistralaon,  deprived  of  that  essen- 
tial support,  would  DO  Icagear  be  to  the 
country.  This  was  the  extent  of  my  alarm. 
Oimtrwy  to  my  expeotatkm,  however,  the  Sen- 
ate has  pnmonnoM  the  act  unowwtitntional, 
and  it  is  not  sofficient  for  ns  to  make  a  mere 
nation,  without  reasoning  the  matter  a  little. 
I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  the  idea  of  the  unity 
of  the  Executive  has  not  been  opposed  only,  but 
has  been  actoally  turned  into  ridicule.  But 
the  day  has  gone  by  when  ridicule  was  the  ac- 
knowledged test  of  truth ;  it  has  been  found  to 
level  its  shafta  with  equal  suocess  agiunst  sub- 
Jeota  the  Ughteat  and  tlw  gravest— against  the 
phantoms  of  fidaefaood,  and  the  most  scdemn  re- 
alities. Of  the  unity  of  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Oovemnwnt  of  the  United  States  we 
need  look  no  farther  for  evidence  than  the  con- 
stitution itself,  which  declares  "  the  executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the 
Untted  States  of  Am«ioa."  He  is  in  &ot  the 
only  executive  officer  created  hf  the  constitution, 
an  others  owing  their  existeooe  to  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress. 

In  1600,  but  a  fow  years  after  this  constitu- 
tion was  formed,  and  its  original  plan  and  de- 
tign  was  fresh  in  the  mem<n7  of  all,  the  unity 
of  the  Executive  is  distinctiy  reoc^ized,  in  a 
pi^OT  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  delibera- 
tion, far  the  express  purpose  of  staying  the 
waves  of  federal  power,  i  mean  Mr.  Madison's 
celebrated  report,  in  which  it  is  stated,  "  Ac- 
cording to  the  particular  organization  of  the 
constitution,  its  l^islative  powers  are  vested 
in  the  Congress ;  it$  ExacuttM  povoen  in  the 
JPrtindmt,  and  its  Judicial  powers  in  a  supreme 
and  inferior  tribmuds.  The  union  of  any  two 
of  these  powers,"  it  proceeds,  "  and  still  more, 
of  all  three,  in  any  one  of  these  departments 
must  oonsequentiy  subvert  the  oonstitntionu 
organization  of  them.'*  The  other  officers  pro- 
Tided  by  law  are  mere  agents,  through  whom 
he  is  to  (talfll  the  great  trust  confided  to  bitn  by 
the  ooastitotioB ;  and  whenever  the  doties  pre- 
■eribed  tar  them  ftom  time  to  time  are  not,  ao- 
Gordiog  to  his  JndffmuLt,  so  perf<wmed  as  best 
to  promote  the  pubUo  good,  it  is  not  only  his 
Ttoht,  bat  his  daty,  to  change  them.  His  right 
ofremoval  Imng  thus  unquestionable,  no  chsKe 
of  imenutitiitmiaUtT  can  roet  upcui  hhn  for 
tiw  mice  counue  of  a  diacntton  otmfided  to 


him  by  the  constitution.  But  it  is  not  denied 
by  the  President  or  his  friends,  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposits  was,  in  foet,  his  own  act; 
and,  for  whatever  of  nnocHutitutionality  or  ille- 
gality may  be  in  it,  he  is  responsible.  It  is  tme 
the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bwk  declares 
tiiat  bank  to  be  the  place  of  deposit  for  the 
public  moneys,  and  that  they  shall  only  be  re- 
moved from  thence  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnry.  Whenever,  therefore,  that 
will  is  expressed,  the  condition  is  perfonned, 
and  the  ri^bt  of  the  bank  to  retaiu  toe  moneys 
under  theur  charter,  viewing  it  as  a  contract, 
nidrea  and  the  law  of  the  land  rwilatiiw  the 
disposal  of  the  pnblio  tnaamre  is  ftilfille£  It 
is  not  denied  that  Mr.  Dnane,  the  then  Secr^ 
tary  (tf  the  Tkeasniy,  did  not  choose  so  to  axer- 
cose  Us  will,  and  remsed  to  order  the  removal 
of  the  d^>odts ;  hot  he  was  himself  ranmd^ 
and  anotiier,  quite  as  wise  and  as  honest,  ap- 
pomted  in  his  stead,  who,  without  hesitation, 
dissolved  the  spell  by  whioh  the  bank  retained 
tiie  public  moneys,  and  ordered  them  to  be  re- 
moved. It  is  contended  that  this  condition 
was  imposed  upon  the  bank  in  the  retwtion  of 
the  puluio  depouts,  altogether  in  reference  to 
their  security,  and  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
compact  to  remove  them  for  any  other  reason 
than  inseouritr.  Bat  are  those  the  temns  of 
the  conditioil  la  any  referenoe  made  in  that 
oontUtifui  to  the  motives  npon  wMch  tlie  Seote- 
tai7  shoold  exerdae  the  pow^r  intrusted  to  him 
of  patting  an  end  to  the  depository  character 
of  the  bukt  No  each  reference,  no  such  inti- 
mation, is  to  be  found.  Had  the  bank  applied 
to  him  for  bis  rea«ona,  he  might  and  ought  to 
have  treated  the  iq)plication  as  an  impertinent 
demand.  But  reasons  he  was  bound  to  give  to 
OongresB,  and  he  did  give  them.  These  rea- 
sons could  not  have  been  a^ed  for  In  reference 
to  the  rights  of  the  bank,  for,  ao  far  as  she  is 
conoemed,  a  naked  trust  has  been  exercised, 
and  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter ;  but  umply 
to  enable  Oongreaa,  aa  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  to  exendse  that  snpOTvition  over 
what  had  been  d<me,  its  management  daring 
the  reoesa,  which  it  <night  dt  ri^t  to  do.  A 
disingenuous  clamor  has  been  rused  for  the  pur- 
pose of  throwing  the  true  questions  in  this  in- 
vestigation into  obscurity,  that  the  act  of  remo- 
val prodQoed  a  union  of  the  purSa  and  the 
Bwora;  but  did  Congress  believe  that  such 
would  be  the  consequence,  when  it  expressly 
antfaorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
mako  the  removfd  whenever,  in  his  Judgment, 
it  should  be  expedient  ?  And  the  matter  has 
been  treated  as  if  the  President  had  with  his 
own  hand  made  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
If  snob  were  the  &M,  where  was  the  necessity 
lemoviiK  one  Secretary,  uid  putting  in 
another?  K  the  Presidoit's  purpose  was,  by 
actual  uid  iawleaa  force,  to  seize  the  money  in 
the  Treasury,  he  might  aa  well  have  passed  by 
one  Secretary  as  another.  But  the  truth  is,  aa 
is  well  known  to  every  intelligent  and  canmd 
man,  the  money  in  the  Treasury  was  just  aaln- 
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acceMible  to  tlie  penonal  eonttot  of  the  Pres- 
ident after  the  remoral  as  it  was  hefbre ;  all 
the  flsoal  maditneiy  provided  hf  law  for  pre- 
serving the  personal  nonesty  of  all  tiaving  anj 
thing  to  do  with  the  pnblic  monej  operated  in 
Hie  same  wa;,  and  precisely  the  Bame  process 
was  necessary  to  place  a  sin^e  dollar  in  ibe  ac- 
tual grasp  of  any  person  wliatsoever.  But  it 
has  beea  urged,  in  reference  to  the  pnUio  as 
welt  as  the  bank,  that  the  only  ground  upon 
which  remoral  was  proper  was  the  secnrity  of 
the  pnblic  money.  To  this  I  reply,  as  before, 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  mentioned  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  clause  which  forms  the  only  re- 
striction in  connectitm  with  t^is  subject  upcm 
tiie  gmenl  enoutire  power  and  duty  to  aot  in 
all  t£iiigs  fiv  the  promotion  <tf  the  great  pur- 
poses w  the  Fedwal  Oovenmiait  IS,  then,  the 
Preridoit  peroeiTed  that  for  any  reason  the 
public  good  required  that  tlie  public  money 
should  DO  longer  remain  in  the  vaults  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  it  was  not  only  his  priv- 
ilege but  his  duty  to  direct  the  proper  officer  td 
remove  it.  Should  he  turn  out  to  be  mistaken 
in  his  notions  of  expediency,  however  repre- 
hensible for  want  of  ability  in  the  discharge  of 
his  high  fonotioos,  there  could  be  no  pretence 
for  the  ofaaige  of  unconstitntionality.  And  here, 
perhaps,  I  have  said  all  that  is  neoeesary  for 
the  naatntauuioe  of  my  position,  that  the  reso- 
lution of  1884  was  taJm  in  asaertine  the  aot  of 
fhe  President  to  he  imooDBtitationaL  But  I  as- 
snme  tar  the  Freridwt  adll  hwher  ground,  and 
inrist  tiliat  Ms  act  was  not  onfy  legal  and  con- 
stitutional, but  th^  It  was  in  the  highest  degree 
ezpedl«at ;  that  it  was  a  stroke  of  generaluiip 
which  causes  the  laurels  of  New  Orleans  to 
look  pale  and  withered.  We  have  already  had 
oooanon  to  glance  slightly  at  the  history  of  the 
times  connected  with  tbe  transaetion  under 
connderation.  At  the  close  of  the  war  oS  1812 
—'15,  the  nation  was  deeply  involved  in  debt, 
and  the  national  coffers  were  empty;  ingenuity 
and  patrioliam  were  taxed  to  contrive  expe- 
dients for  meetdng  the  difficult  exigency ;  our 
reemt  foes  abroad,  and  malcontents  at  hmnew 
were  mocking  at  our  djatress,  and  the  pditioal 
party  whose  nmuieis  and  genins,  sidea  by  the 
valor  of  oar  onny  and  navy,  faal  bron^t  to 
a  glorioQs  termination  a  most  nnequal  war, 
saw  bankruptcy  and  disgrace  ready  to  over- 
whelm them.  Under  these  droumstanoes,  as 
the  plank  in  the  shipwreck,  the  expedient  of  a 
United  States  Bank  was  seized  upon,  and  some, 
as  I  am  informed,  who  doubted  its  constitu- 
tionality, and  some  even  who  believed  it  uncon- 
stitutional, were  driven  by  the  apparent  neoes- 
flity  of  the  case  to  give  the  measure  their  sup- 
port The  bank  was  chartered,  performed  its 
lonctions,  and  l^e  term  of  its  existence  was 
drawing  to  a  dose.  Application  was  made  fbr 
a  renewal  of  its  charter,  uid  having  made  many 
friends  with  "the  mammon  of  nnririiteous- 
ness,"  a  willing  ear  was  lent  to  its  application. 
Some  heUeved  tiie  question  cS  onomutitutiMi- 
aUty  put  to  rest  "by  preoedent  and  a^ndioatlan, 


and  no  hmger  open  as  aa  available  causa  <3t  op- 
portion.  For  various  reasons)  however,  its 
prayer  fbr  a  ecmtannanoe  of  Its  existmoe  was 
granted  ^  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives. But  the  coocorrence  of  another  branch 
of  the  Goramment  was  neoessaiy  to  the  com- 
pletion of  its  hopes,  and  its  wplioation  there 
was  answered  by  a  veto  which  waked  up,  as 
by  a  trumpet-call  sound,  repnblican  doctrines 
long  since  supposed  to  have  sunk  into  a  slum- 
ber from  which  they  would  never  awake.  'With 
a  force  and  clearness  which  astounded  the  le- 
gions  of  federalism,  and  infosed  new  vigor  into 
the  republican  ranks,  the  unoonstitationality 
and  inexpedioicy  of  rechartering  the  United 
States  Bank  was  demonstrated.  From  that 
hour,  every  political  engine  was  set  to  irork  to 
prostrate  the  oaij  msn  who  ooold  withstmA 
the  might  cS  this  mammoHi  Institntion,  and  aU 
who  entertained  like  opinions.  Presses  were 
subsidized — ^in  various  ways  tiie  talents  of  tlia 
nation  were  enlisted  in  its  behalf— and  by  violent 
and  sudden expansionsandcontaraotione,  nowthe 
hopes  and  now  the  foars  of  the  populace  were 
pealedto.  Herewasanewfoatureofinexpedten- 
cy  for  the  recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank 

{iresented  to  the  startled  consideration  of  every 
over  of  his  country.  In  our  land,  where  the 
popular  vtnoe  controls  and  directs  every  thing, 
notiiii^  is  so  important  as  that  that  voice 
should  itself  be  directed  by  the  hearts  of  the 
pure  and  the  free.  The  power  and  the  wilUng- 
ness  of  this  institution  to  eornpt  waa  alarm- 
ingly demonsbvted;  and  it  was  seen  that,  under 
whatever  pretences,  it  would,  if  rechartered, 
get  possession  of  tiie  public  mind,  and  wietd  it 
to  its  own  purposes,  either  for  good  or  for  evil. 
From  the  oommandiog  elevation  held  by  the 
President,  he  surveyed  the  field  of  combat — ^he 
beheld  the  nature  of  the  strife  going  on— -he 
perceived  that  it  was  a  vital  one  to  his  beloved 
country — ^he  found  that  the  monster's  power  at 
mischief  lay  in  the  deposits,  and  he  determined 
to  remove  them.  Like  a  skiliVtl  surgeon,  he 
saw  that  the  bank,  like  a  vast  cancer,  waa 
striking  its  fibres  in  evny  direction,  until  it 
would  finally  beotnne  so  incorpwated  with  tito 
system,  that  it  could  tmly  be  removed  at  the 
expense  of  the  patient's  life.  Anticipating  tins 
horrible  event,  he  determined  with  a  bold  nand 
to  eut  it  o£^  while  the  bystanders  looked  on  in 
amazement.  Tes^  sir,  it  was  a  master  stroke, 
and  the  bank  and  its  partisans  feh  that  it  was 
mortal  to  her,  that  her  vitals  were  wounded 
beyiHid  recovery.  Among  tbe  many  caricatures 
to  which  a  spirit  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
commend  has  given  rise  in  modem  times,  one 
illustrative  of  uiis  idea  struck  me  as  being  the 
best.  The  bank  is  represented  as  a  huge  old 
woman,  extended  upon  a  bed,  in  the  throes  of 
an  emetic  operation ;  bedde  the  bed  are  various 
vessels,  labdled  with  the  names  of  the  sevenl 
depo^  banks,  into  which  are  felling  the  ^foot- 
ed cmtents  of  her  stmoaoh,  oonmong  ol  va- 
rious gM  and  rilver  coins.  At  her  head,  In  a 
kind]/  cflEbrt  to  nutaln  it,  is  seated  tiie  pra»> 
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idaot  of  that  inatitatioDf  to  vhom  in  her  a^nj 
sbeexclamu:  "QhldflMrNiok,I  amTer7BMk." 
Hfl  prampdj  le^iei,  "  B  it  flll  the  ribot  of  that 
iKt  preeo^ptirai  of  Dr.  JackMm."  Yea,  rir, 
that  last  preacription  iras  &tal  to  the  bank,  or 
at  least  as  neurit  80  as  taj  tlung  has  yet  been ; 
ud  for  that  cause  muoly  has  he  who  framed  it 
been  bo  stronglr  dauxmoed  in  the  resolatioii 
ot  1834.  But  it  was  a  measore  adopted  in 
strict  acoordanoe  with  all  the  forms  of  law  and 
eoDstitnlioo,  and  not  in  dentation  o(  other ; 
a  measore  for  which,  throngh  all  time,  tiie 
patriot  who  reviews  his  oonntry^s  history,  will 
revere  the  memory  of  him  who  saved  hj  it  the 
perishing  ofHistitataou;  while,  with  the  men  of 
&e  present  genermti<Hi,  he  can  hardly  determine 
which  most  cbaUmges  his  admiratitm,  the  wis- 
dom tiiat  jdomied  w  the  flnnness  that  eaceooted 
iL  Saving  thus,  as  I  think,  shown  that  this 
naolntion  was  ^Dsaly  improper,  danserona  in 
its  tendraiQj,  uqjostin  its  opwatioD,  and  nnbroe 
m  its  assertion,  I  oome  next  to  oonrider  the 
motives  upon  which  we  are  called  to  ex- 
punge it.  The  fancy  of  gentlemen  has  repre- 
sented us  as  ignobly  bending  at  the  footstool  of 
power,  and  licking  tiie  dust  beneath  the  mon- 
arc^^B  tread — as  smoothing  Hke  rough  mane  of 
the  li<»i,  mi  endeavoring  to  qoiet  his  frights 
roar.  Even  the  oar  of  Juggernaut  has  been 
xoade  to  roll  through  this  nail,  and  our  gar- 
ments have  been  sprinkled  with  the  blood,  taxi 
our  ears  stunned  with  the  cries,  of  the  victims 
cmahed  benesA  its  whasla.  But  these  are 
mere  piotores  of  the  fhnoy,  and  Ihnoy  may  paint 
what  die  pleases;  she  does  not  ocnifine  her 
^utdies  to  the  copies  of  even  tilings  that  might 
be,  and  still  less  to  things  that  are.  Sober  reason 
voBt  pNONve  that  we  have  nothing  to  expect 
from  the  thnme,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  from 
him  who  fills  it ;  that  if  tiie  mane  of  the  Ii<Hi 
it  rough,  or  his  roaris  angry,  it  is  not  against 
US  thnt  his  fiiry  is  directed — that  reasons 
enoQgh  are  found  for  the  expunotion  of  the 
reeolation  of  1884^  in  the  opini<»i8  we  have  ex- 
pwwpod  oonceming  it.  Bat  some  of  us  have  a 
etrtmg  and  urgent  reason  to  perform  this  act, 
in  a  desire  to  obey  those  wluxn  we  serve. 
The  voice  the  people  has  commanded  it  to 
be  done^  md  that  is  a  v(HOe  whioh  paUio  men 
in  our  ooontry  dare  not  disregard.  Even  those 
who  least  regard  it  in  practice,  dare  not  openly 
proclaim  their  contempt  They  may  q>eak  <^ 
it  aii^itingly  in  the  private  circle,  and  in  their 
hearts  despise  it,  and  endeavor  to  explain  away 
itB  unpleasant  requirements ;  but  when  foreed 
to  enooonter  its  unequivocal  declarations,  they 
nanst  tremble  and  obey ;  th(^  dare  not  disre- 
gard iL  That  voice  has  spoken  in  general  terms 
ttiToa^oot  the  nation ;  but  it  has  Bp<Aen  to 
some  of  us  as  it  were  byname,  and  through  the 
appropriate  medium,  and  commanded  us  to  act 
It  has  not  spoken  to  me  personally,  but  it  has 
^ofcra  to n^  predecessor;  and,  staa^ng  in  the 
position  I  now  ooonp^  I  hear  ib»  aotmd  still 
rin^ng  in  my  em.  It  is  a  oommaDd  whk^ 
Vat  seoonds  my  own  vidua.  I  came  here  an- 


ticipating the  most  cheerful  oompUanoe ;  and  I 
yet  hope  to  yield  it,  if  my  own  maids  do  not 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  obedience. 
Yet  I  will  not  deny  that  there  is  some  personal 
reforenoe  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  him- 
setf  in  the  act  we  desire  to  perform.  The  period 
is  at  hand  wh^  he  who  rescued  your  daugh- 
ters from  the  ruffian  pollution  of  a  foreign  sol- 
diery, and  your  soil  finna  the  foot  of  the  inva- 
der, will  be  deaf  to  the  strains,  of  gratitude, 
pressed  by  the  earth  he  onoe  defend^.  That 
ha  whose  voice  was  loudest  in  the  battles  oi 
his  country  shall  be  hu^ed  into  nlence ;  that 
he  who  now  holds  the  sceptre  of  command 
will  have  passed  away  not  only  from  office,  but 
from  life  itself,  and  nave  Joined  the  q>irits  of 
men  that  have  been.  Is  not  the  fame  of  her 
sons  dear  toa  nationt  Has  abe  no  pleasore  in 
the  glory  of  her  best  and  her  bravest  t  Has 
she  no  interest  in  preventing  the  mantle  of  in- 
famy from  wrapping  the  remains  of  him  who 
should  sleep  in  the  robe  of  honor?  In  this  view 
Of  the  sal^ect,  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  opposition  woola  have  united 
with  us  in  this  act  of  retribution.  That  in 
oontemj^tion  of  this  intco'estjng  mais,  tiie 
party  crust  which  has  heretofore  encircled  their 
hearta  would  have  g^ven  way,  and  a  flood  of 
tenderness  spontaneously  gushed  forth.  That 
with  one  generous  impulse  they  would  have 
been  the  mrst  to  rush  forward,  and  plnok  off 
the  diagraoeM  stigma  ihdr  own  Iwods  had 
affixed,  in  an  boor  (tf  pasuonate  exdtonait. 
Bat  In  t^  we  have  been  disappointed,  and  are 
left  alcme,  in  behalf  of  our  countiT,  to  make 
thia  tardy  retribution,  to  wipe  out  this  new  ar- 
gument for  the  ingratitude  of  republics. 
Mr.  Ewnra  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 
Mr.  President:  ^ce  the  first  presentation 
of  this  resolution,  it  has  always  been  my  pur- 
pose to  say  sometiiing  upon  it,  before  it  should 
be  brought  to  a  final  decisitHi ;  but  I  was  aware, 
from  indications  not  to  be  mistaken,  both  at 
the  time  it  was  first  presented,  and  at  each 
subsequent  session  when  it  was  brou^t  for^ 
wud,  that  the  mover  did  not  design  to  bring 
it  then  to  the  issue.  Indeed,  I  weU  knew  that 
it  was  disaaaed  necenary,  as  a  pending  measore^ 
to  aetata  and  exdte  the  ooont^.  Every  move- 
ment wi&  retoenoe  to  it  showed  that  such  was 
its  purpose;  and  hence,  after  semel  nMrntha' 
duousnon  last  year,  when  there  was  a  clear 
administration  minority  in  the  Senate,  and 
when  the  l(mg  session  gave  ample  time  for  de- 
liberation and  decision,  it  wes  permitted  to 
exinre  on  the  table,  though  a  vote  upon  it  was 
challenged  by  its  opponents.  But  now,  now 
at  this  moment,  its  power  1>eing  expraided — 
every  thing  being  effected  by  it  which  can  be 
expected  or  hoped  from  it>-^ow  it  must  come, 
and  at  once,  to  a  final  vote.  And  gentiemen 
npon  this  side  of  the  House,  who  have  been 
called  npon  to  discnss  it — ^who,  becanse  they 
would  not,  heretofore,  when  they  saw  that  it 
was  bat  a  farce,  discuss  it— are  denied  a  nngle 
day — m^,  they  are  not  allowed  one  hour,  ot 
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which  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  fixed  and  deter- 
mined m^ority  lo  deprive  them.  No  oonrtesy 
to  iadlvidaals,  which  has  heen  nsnal  with  this 
body,  or,  rather,  a  part  of  its  very  oonstitntion 
and  natnre,  can  procore  the  slightest  relaxation 
of  the  iron  rule,  which  seems  to  be  laid  down 
for  ns ;  the  small  favor  of  a  day  to  deliberate 
or  a  night  to  rest  is  denied;  if  we  ask  for  an 
a^jonnunenL  even  at  this  late  hoar,  when  oU 
oconpation  ahonld  be  snspended,  and  all  labor 
cease,  we  hear  the  cry  of  "  No,  no,"  and  "  the 
yeas  and  nays,  the  yeas  and  nays,"  coming  from 
a  quarter  whicli,  however  it  may  be  respected, 
is  never  disobeyed.  Gentlemen  have  their  rea- 
sons, doubtless.  I  leave  them  to  weif^h  the  im- 
portance of  those  reasons,  and  to  esmnate  the 
propriety  of  their  coarse.  And,  sabject  to  all 
the  duadvantoges  nnder  which  I  labor— the 
extreme  lateness  of  the  hour,  great  bodily 
fatigue,  and  a  want  of  time  to  arrtrnge  my 
thoughts  and  cast  them  into  form,  and  give 
them  coherence,  I  proceed,  rather  than  sit  by 
in  mlence — I  proceed  to  the  diaonsdoa  of  tiiis 
dmply  exciting  question. 

I  will  not  enter  again  folly  Into  a  eonridera- 
tiw  of  the  reuaoB  that  snstain  the  res(dntion 
of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  day  of  March,  1884, 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  ezpiuge  from  the 
journals  of  the  Senate.  At  the -time  when 
those  resolutions  were  under  discussion,'  I  gave 
reasons,  so  far  as  my  action  was  concerned, 
fully,  and  in  detail.  I  liave  re-examined  those 
reasons  since,  when  any  excitement  to  which 
the  occasion  may  be  supposed  to  have  given 
rise,  had  subsided,  and  I  find  nothing  to  retraot, 
nothing  to  alter ;  time  has  made  no  change  in 
my  convictions,  unless  it  be  to  strengthen  and 
confirm  them.  It  would,  tbffivfbre,  be  annecee- 
sary  for  me  to  touch  agun  that  branch  of  the 
sat^eot,  were  it  not  that  the  ailments  upon 
the  other  eAAe  have,  year  after  year,  been  reite- 
rated and  re-enforced ;  the  tubjeot  which  had 
hem  thns  considered,  discussed,  decided,  and 
laid  aside,  is  thus  revived  from  time  to  time 
and  the  arguments  upon  the  one  side,  with  a 
perseverance  worthy  of  a  Iwtter  cause,  are  again 
and  again  shown  up  before  the  public,  while 
those  which  sustained  that  resolution,  having 
once  been  triumphant,  are  since  permitted  to 
sleep.  I  feel  the  impolicy  of  our  course  in  this, 
for  hence  impressions  have  taken  root,  and  opin- 
ions have  grown  up  in  society,  which  constant 
Yifplanoe  and  oonstant  effbrt,  and  constantiy 
uniting  at  all  times,  and  pres^ng  the  cmitatt^ 
would  have  kept  down ;  trat  it  was  a  natural 
course;  it  arose  from  the  repugnance  which 
we  all  feel  to  turn  to  a  salfject  on  which  the 
mind  has  exerted  its  powers,  and  retrace  the 
path  which  we  have  already  trodden,  after  it 
IB  divested  of  the  charm  of  novelty  and  the 
freshness  of  ori^al  thought.  But  let  gentle- 
men be  assured,  once  for  all,  and  let  the  coun- 
try be  assured,  that  we  abandon  no  gronnd 
which  we  have  assumed  and  heretofore  sostain- 
ed.  Yet,  though  I  will  not  go  ftilly  into  the 
mlfjeoi  now,  I  will  atto^  a  brief  analyds  of 


the  arguments  which,  on  a  former  occasion,  I 
presented  at  large  to  uie  Senate. 

It  is  perhaps  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to 
say  something  of  the  character  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  1834,  and  to  define  as  nearly  as  poesible 
what  we  understood  it  to  import  Gentiemen 
say  that,  in  ite  terms,  it  convened  censure  <tf 
the  act  m  Hie  Fi«^dant,  and  pains  are  tikai  to 
Aiaw  tiiat  its  words  Imported  oensnre.  Now, 
ar,  tlus  anoment  was  wholly  nnDeoessary; 
this  dedaration  useless ;  arimpleinmuiywoud 
have  settied  the  fact ;  for,  so  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned in  this  matter,  and  in  this  I  bcdiere  I 
differed  but  Httie  bom  those  with  whom  I  act- 
ed, I  intended  no  praise— no  laudation  of  the 
Fi%sident  or  his  executive  act;  that  was  not 
myobjectinvotingfortheresolntion.  Ithonght 
tiie  Fre^dent,  in  ttiat  act,  had  broken  the  laws 
and  violated  the  oonstitntion  of  our  country ; 
and  I  intended  to  say  so :  I  meant  to  speak  the 
language  of  an  American  Senator,  and  a  free 
Ajnerioan  citizen ;  and  the  same  language  whijch 
I  uttered  then  1  now  reiterate,  and  would  on  a 
like  oooadon  emitk  imbody  it  in  the  form  of  a 
resoluticHi.  Itlias  also  b^  said  that  this  reso- 
lution attzibntes  evil  motives  to  the  President, 
in  the  performance  of  this  act ;  and  that  the 
act  ohaiged,  as  against  tiie  constitution,  joined 
with  the  motive  imputed,  forms  the  subject  of 
impeachment.  This  is  wholly  unfounded  in 
fact.  The  resolution  attributes  no  motive 
whatever.  It  speaks  in  the  decorous,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  dignified  language  in  which  one 
of  the  legi^tive  branches  of  our  Government 
may  properly  speak  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the 
co-ordinate  branch.  We  Iwlieved  that  the  legis- 
lative rights  and  powers  of  the  Senate  had  been 
enoroaened  upon  by  the  President ;  and  that  we^ 
who  exorcised  those  powers  fat  tiie  time  bdn^ 
as  trostees  the  people^  were  called  upon  to 
defend,  or  at  least  to  assert  them.  •  Urn  body 
could  speak  in  that  matter  only  by  resolution ; 
and  by  that  means,  and  in  that  way,  we  did 
assert  its  rights  under  the  constitution,  and  we 
declared  that  those  righto  had  been  violated ; 
but  we  charged  no  motive.  Gentinnen  inost 
that  there  is  impeachable  matter  charged  In  the 
face  of  this  resolution ;  and,  when  we  deny  iL 
beoanae  no  motive  is  charged,  they  turn,  and 
B^.we  have  abandoned  our  ground;  that  we 
soften  down  and  palliate,  to  avoid  the  efTect  of 
our  own  act.  TMs,  also,  is  patting  a  false  face 
upon  ib»  whole  matter.  I,  tor  on^  personally, 
never  sdld  ai^  never  believed  that  the  Pred- 
dent  was  actuated  in  this  matter  by  those  high 
motives  of  pnblio  interest  which  ought  to  gov- 
ern the  Executive  of  a  ^at  nation.  I  never 
thonght  so ;  I  never  said  so ;  and  I  have  not 
wavered  in  my  opinion ;  but  tliat  opinion, 
which  was  my  own,  was  never  incorporated 
into  the  resolution,  neither  in  language  nor  in 
substance.  Then,  let  tbe  resolution  stand  for 
itself,  and  speak  its  own  language ;  and  let  the 
(pinions  of  each  of  those  who  supported  it  Im 
their  own,  be  they  t^xoag  or  weak,  firm  or 
wavering;  but  iet  thoee private  and  individual 
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0|Hiikni8  be  cUatinot  from  the  readntion, 
ind  let  US  be  met  in  the  argnment  iUrly,  not 
n^arepresented. 

I  presome  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Oongrees  and  the  Pretddent,  co^joint- 
ly,  hj  a  law,  to  plaoe  the  pnbUo  treasure  in 
snch  a  sitnation  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  direct 
and  immediate  possession  and  control  of  the 
President.  Perhaps  I  ask  too  mnoh,  by  way 
of  concession,  considering  the  temper  and 
character  of  the  present  tunes ;  but  the  lime 
has  been,  and,  I  tmst,  will  be  again,  when  it 
would  strike  aoj  American  statesman  as  a  self- 
evident  proportion.  The  oonstitation  ^larra 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  t^e  pubUo 
Treamiy  uoepfc  vpoa  upropriatiiHis  made  by 
law ;  and  if  toe  BxecnbTe  be  a  nnit,  as  has 
been  Boinetinjes  contended ;  and  if  the  keeping 
of  the  treasure  be  necessarily  an  exeoative 
office ;  and  if  the  drawing  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  he  also  an  ezeoutiTe  office,  the  keep- 
ing of  tiie  treasure  and  the  drawing  frvm  the 
Treasnry  be  both  done  by  the  same  nand,  then 
have  the  framers  of  oar  oonsUtntion  failed, 
miserably  failed,  in  their  attempt  to  aiyast  its 
checks  and  balances — ^in  their  attempt  to  place 
the  sword  and  the  purae  of  the  nation  in  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  hands.  To  say  that  money 
shall  not  be  drawn  from  the  Treasory  except 
b7  appn^riationa  made  by  law,  and  yet  place 
tho  whole  treasure  of  tlie  nation  in  Uie  lunda 
.of  the  EzeootiTe,  who  is,  (according  to  the 
p^tical  creed  of  gentlemen,)  the  dtsbur^ng 
officer,  also  woold  be  an  excess  of  weakness 
almost  approaohing  to  idiocy. 

li^  then,  it  were  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
place  the  pnbllo  treasure  out  of  the  immediate 
control  of  the  Preadent,  it  was  done  in  the  law 
chartering  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  public  moneys  were  placed  in  deposit  in 
that  bank  by  law ;  the  bank,  therefore,  became 
the  Treasury ;  for  that  is  the  Treasury  where 
the  pnblio  treasure  is  deposited  and  kept.  The 
omstitntion  dedares  thiai  mcoiey  ahall  not  be 
drawn  from  this  T^easonr  «cept  by  appropria- 
tions made  pureoant  to  law,  and  the  law  pro- 
vides thai  toe  deposits  (or,  in  other  words,  the 
treasure)  shall  remain  m  that  hank,  unless  re- 
moved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (not 
by  the  President,)  and  for  reasons  which  he 
(the  Secretary)  shall  make  Icnown  to  Oongress. 
So  stand,  or  rather  so  stood,  the  constitution 
and  the  law — as  the  eafeguu^  of  the  public 
tr^ure.  Gould  the  President  touch,  ooold  he 
jKMseas  himself  of,  that  treasure,  without  an 
mfraction  of  the  law  and  a  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution? Oould  he,  by  a  strtught-forward, 
direct  act,  in  his  own  name,  and  by  his  own 
power,  unaided  by  any  instmment  which  he 
ni^t  &Rhion  for  himsiu^  or  which  the  o<Histi- 
totioB  had  placed  in  his  hands  fyr  other  por- 
posesf  If  ne  could  not,  is  the  act  the  less 
or  unconstitutional  when  done  by  indi- 
rection t  All  admit  that  a  direct  order  from 
the  President  would  not  have  touched  pubUo 
flmds,  and  that  tiie  immediate  kecoas  of  thoM 


fbnds  would  not  have  been  bound  to  obey,  or 
even  have  been  Justified  in  obeying,  soc^  oraer. 
But  the  law  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Pred- 
dent  an  instrument  with  which  it  could  be 
done,  and  with  which  it  was  done ;  and  I  shall 
now  show  that  it  was  done  by  pntting  a  law- 
ful instrument  to  an  unlawful  nse. 

The  constitution  places  the  collection  of  the 
revenues  of  the  United  States  in  Congress;  and 
the  spirit  of  that  provision,  conpled  with  the 
other  provision  which  requires  a  law  of  Con- 
gress to  draw  money  from  the  Treasnry,  clearly 
fixes  the  custody  of  tiiose  revenues,  when  col- 
lected, in  the  same  hands;  and  the  several  laws 
passed  shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, separating  our  Grovemment  into  Depart- 
ments, and  appointing  their  heads,  recognize 
and  keep  np  this  principle.  In  those  ac£  the 
Department  of  st^  is  called  an  "executive 
Department."  So  with  the  Department  of 
War ;  and  both  communicate  directiy  with  the 
President,  and  not  with  Congress;  while  the 
Treasury  Department  is  not  styled  executive, 
and  is  made  to  communicate  directly  with  Con- 
gress. Thus  is  expldned  the  intent  of  Uio 
framers  of  the  constitution,  and  the  nndsr- 
standing  which  a  contemporaneous  Oongrees 
had  of  its  proviuona. 

But  gentlemen  here  seize  upon  general  terms 
used  in  that  instrument,  and  wouM  make  them 
overtnm  its  most  particular  and  express  pro- 
visions.  The  Senatm*  from  North  Canilma  {iSr, 
StbanoxJ  aa^  that,  by  the  express  language  of 
the  constitutiott,  "all  ezecntive  power  is  vested 
in  the  Prendent"  The  Senator  has  interpola- 
ted a  word,  and  an  important  one.  The  con- 
stitution does  not  My  "  all ; "  its  letter  does 
not,  its  spirit  does  not.  The  language  of  the 
constitution  is,  "  the  executive  power,"  &o. ; 
but  gentiemen,  assuming  that  all  executive 
power  is  granted,  then  exercise  their  ingenuity 
to  find  how  many  of  the  powers  of  our  Govern- 
ment may  be  called  executive ;  and  all  that  can 
be  indnded  within  that  sweeping  and  nndefin- 
aUe  term  they  attribute  to  the  President.  Bnt 
tiie  oonetituti<m  does  not  s^y  "  all ;  "  and  if  it 
did,  the  term,  as  it  is  elsewhere  limited,  would 
not  justify  their  condouons.  Another  dsoae 
in  the  otmstitntion  does  grant  "  oU  the  legisla- 
tive powers "  to  Congress ;  and  yet  the  same 
instrument  in  another  of  its  articles,  confers  a 
large  and  important  portion  of  those  powers 
upon  the  President  The  Judicial  power  is. 
vested  in  a  Supremo  Court  of  the  United  States,, 
and  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall  from, 
time  to  time,  appoint ;  and  yet  the  same  instru- 
ment vests  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
an  important  portion  of  tiiose  judicial  powers 
— the  trial  of  impeadmients.  It  ve^  in  the 
Preddmt  "the  ezeoative  power,"  and  In  an- 
other artide  gives  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  i 
States  a  most  miportaut  share  in  that  executive 
power.  Gentiemen  who  contend  that  all  pow- 
er executive  in  its  nature  must  follow  this  gen- 
eral grant,  and  who  go  for  the  exact  separatiMif 
by  distinct  lines,  of  the  three  great  powers — 
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legidative,  executive,  and  jadicial— and  their 
Inveetment  in  three  separflie,  uncontrolled,  ir- 
re^MDsiblo  bronobes,  Eeem  to  me,  with  all 
deference,  to  understand  little  of  the  nature  of 
^Tenunent  If  those  powers  vere  exactly 
separated,  so  that  each  stood  entirely  uncheck- 
ed and  alone,  the  execQtive  power,  being  the 
stronger — ^indeed,  the  only  power  capable  of 
action — having  drawn  to  itself,  and,  according 
to  gentlemen,  being  entitled  to,  the  cnstody  of 
the  treasnre  of  the  nation,  woiild  be  indepeud* 
eat  of  all  others,  and  above  them  all,  and  all 
'lunat  be  absorbed  and  swallowed  up  in  its  vor- 
tex. 

I  have  said  that  the  ezeoative  act  which  the 

resolution  of  March,  1884,  condemns,  was,  in 
the  language  of  that  resolution,  in  deroganon 
of  both  the  constitution  and  law.  This  I  shall 
attempt  to  establish. 

It  was  against  law.  The  act  of  Ck>Dgress  incor- 
porating the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  alaw 
containing  in  its^  a  contract  as  soon  as  accept- 
ed by  the  bank,  and  it  was  a  contract  for  a  gooA. 
and  valuable  consideration ;  this  contract  was 
violated  in  its  spirit  and  intent,  (and  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Oarolina  (Mr.  dtsaitoe)  will 
not^  I  preaome,  deny  that  this  contract  had  a 
QHiit  as  well  as  letter,  if  the  conetatation  have 
none.)  It  was  Titrated  in  its  spirit,  and  so  vio- 
lated that,  08  between  individuals  in  a  parallel 
case,  an  action  of  law  could  have  been  snstained, 
and  damages  recovered.  This  contract  was, 
l^t  the  public  money  should  be  deported  in 
the  bank,  and  should  be  continued  there  in 
deposit,  until  removed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  reasons  which  he  was  required  to 
lay  before  Congress.  For  this,  among  other 
things,  the  -bank  agreed  to  transmit  the  public 
ftinds,  wheresoever  wanted,  free  of  charge; 
and  it  paid,  in  oa^,  a  large  bonus  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. Under  this  contract,  it  seems  to  me 
perfoetly  obvious,  and  even  self-evident,  that 
the  puUio  d^rarits  oould  not  be  removed,  un- 
less thw»  were  some  Just  flnandal  cause  for 
removal.  It  eonld  not  be  done  to  try  experi- 
ments, nor  to  test  its  effect  upon  the  public 
mind,  but  for  some  fiscal  reason,  of  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  official  cogni- 
zance, and  which  he,  as  the  fiscal  agent,  could 
make  known  to  Oongi'ess.  The  removal,  too, 
must,  in  order  to  conform  to  this  law,  be  an  act 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself — his 
own  official  act~his  own  reason  approving,  and 
his  own  will  moving  him  to  its  execution.  It 
must  have  been,  likewise,  a  Secretary,  the  reg- 
ular officer  of  the  Government  iq>pointed  to 
perform  the  general  duties  of  that  offioe,  and 
to  frhose  duties  this  was  but  inddoitad  and 
additional;  not  an  officer  appointed  for  the 
sole  and  only  purpose  of  doing  this  act,  and 
pledged  or  committed  to  the  act  before  his  ap- 
pointment If  this  were  not  the  case,  the  ref- 
erence to  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  requirement  of  his  reasona,  were  but  a 
mockery,  a  criminal  evamon  of  right  and  Jus- 
tice^ whidi  would  stamp  fraud  upm  aiqr  prl- 
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vate  contract.  I  have  thus  shown  what  ought 
to  have  been  done  according  to  a  fur  and  Just 
construction  of  this  law  and  contract:  I  will 
now  ahow  what  was  in  fact  done. 

Just  after  the  adjoomment  of  Oongrees,  and 
hut  a  few  weeks  after  an  inquiry  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  and  a  decision  that  the 
public  deports  were  safe  in  the  Bank  of  Uie 
United  States,  the  President  set  on  foot  n^tia- 
tions  with  the  State  banks,  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposits ;  this  without  the  con- 
sent or  oonourrence  of  the  then  Seoretry  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  removal,  but  with  his  known 
and  avowed  opinion  against  the  jvopriety  as 
well  as  the  legality  of  the  act.  I  speak  now 
of  Secretary  McLane,  who  was  consulted  by 
the  President,  and  required  to  do  the  deed.  He 
would  not  lend  himself  to  be  the  instrument 
for  any  such  purpose;  he  refused,  and  was 
removed  from  tnat  office,  to  a  higher,  it  is  true, 
but  removed  so  that  he  went  out  of  the  way, 
and  could  not  prevent  the  measure.  He  was 
of  opinioa  that  the  d^osita  could  not  l^ally 
be  removed  without  a  reason,  and  that  the 
reasons  alleged  as  exisUng  were  unfounded  or 
insufficient.  Now,  I  coated  that,  accordiug  to 
any  fair  construction  of  the  law,  the  bank  had 
a  right  to  the  judgment  of  JSx.  UcLane,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treosniy,  on  that  aultJect,  and 
was  entitled  to  all  the  benefit  of  his  Judgment 
and  his  volition;  and  it  was  a  breodt,  or, 
worse,  a  dishonest  evasion  of  that  contract,  to 
put  that  Secretary  out  of  the  way,  his  opinion 
having  been  taken,  and  because  his  opinion  was 
taken,  and  put  another  in  his  place  in  order  to 
try  the  experiment  upon  and  by  that  other, 
especially  as  the  then  Secretary  was  not  even 
accused  of  the  lightest  impropriety  in  his 
judgment  or  in  his  acts.  His  promotion  to  a 
superior  office  shows  that  he  had  not  lost  the 
oonfidenoe  of  the  ExeoaUve.  Hr.  UcLane  was 
removed,  and  }tr.  Duane  appt^ted  medally 
to  perform  the  act  He  was  approached  on 
the  Bulfject,  immediately  after  his  appointment 
in  a  manner  whu^  touched  his  spirit  and 
wounded  his  pride,  and  by  an  individual  from 
whose  wnnmpnion  he  shrunk  with  di^st 
He  was  pressed  by  the  President  himself,  but 
at  last  refosed,  because  the  reasons  for  the  act 
were  insufficient,  and  he  was  removed ;  and  so 
far  as  executive  disappointment  and  party 
slander  could  do  it,  he  was  disgraced.  The 
Pre»deat  then  called  in  a  third  Swretary,  who 
had  pronounced  an  opinioa  before  his  appoint- 
ment ;  and  by  the  President,  through  bim,  the 
act  was  done.  Now,  I  say  that,  if^  in  a  parallel 
case  between  individuals,  this  coarse  had  been 
pursued  by  one  party  towards  Uie  other,  any 
court  or  jury  would  decide,  any  honest  com- 
mnoity  would  declare,  that  the  contract  was 
violated — shamefully  violated. 

The  Senator  fi-om  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bc- 
OHANAN,)  iu  his  zeal  to  vindicate  the  acts  of 
the  President,  and  testify  his  gratitude  to  him, 
has  done  injustice  to  some  of  his  own  constitu- 
ento— to  men,  in  aU  tiia  rdatiom  of  Ef^  aooiol 
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and  official,  us  correct  and  honorable  as  himself. 
Hie  gentleman  said  that  tho  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  politieol  eflbct, 
ibr  the  pnrpose  of  operating  npon  the  elecUons, 
and  compeulng  a  recharter  of  the  bank,  first 
threw  out  &  large  amoant  of  bank  paper,  and 
created  a  delnsive  prosperity ;  then  snddenly 
contracted  their  issues,  m  order  to  distress  the 
eommnnih^  and  mi^e  them  cry  ont  for  a  re- 
charter.   This,  rir,  is  not  trae  in  the  connection 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  stated ;  it  is  not 
tme  in  &ct,  to  say  nothing  abont  motive.  The 
bank  did  not  contract  its  issnes  until  it  had 
received  notice — unoflScial,  it  is  true,  but  not 
until  it  had  received  notice — that  the  deposits 
would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  executive 
power  and  influence  would  be  directed  against 
the  institation,  to  discredit  and  destroy  it.  The 
documents  laia  upon  our  tcdile  dnrioK  that  agi- 
tating session  condnsiTely  show  this  fact.  Ilie 
public  prints  of  the  day,  on  the  ride  of  the 
administration,  show  it    The  epeecbra  of 
Senators  in  this  body  at  that  time  show  it.  By 
an  these,  the  bank  was  deckred  to  be  insolvent 
and  unworthy  of  credit.   The  public  deporits 
were  said  to  be  unsafe  In  its  vaults,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  insolvency;  and  the  agent 
appointed  by  the  President  to  settle  the  pre- 
liminaries of  a  contract  with  some  of  the  state 
bnnkft,  declares  that  he  will  bring  tiie  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  repine,  to  the  feet  of 
the  Bxecutive.  TheUf  with  all  this  executive 
power  and  oecutiTB  influence  directed  against 
it ;  with  this  lai^  amount  dt  public  deposits 
to  be  aaddenly  and  capridonsly  withdrawn, 
while  ftt  the  same  time  the  party  press  re- 
sounded tlironah  the  Union  the  approaching 
prostration  and  destrnction  of  the  bank ;  while 
die  institution  was  addled  on  all  sides,  and 
unadvised  of  the  point  at  which  the  next  attack 
was  to  be  made ;  T  ask  you,  sir,  and  I  ask  every 
candid  man,  whether  iha  men  who  managed 
the  afihirs  of  that  institution,  whose  public  and 
whose  private  characters  also  were  in  a  high 
d^ree  mvolved  in  mining  good  its  defence,  I 
ask  whether  they  can  be  censured,  with  any 
show  or  color  of  Justice,  for  uang  all  tibe  lawfd 
means  which  were  placed  in  their  hands  to 
sostain  and  support  the  credit  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

Sir,  not  only  fheir  duty  to  tiiemselTes,  bnt 
Qieir  duty  to  the  public  at  large,  required  It. 
If  that  back  had  alien  beneath  the  weight  of 
the  executive  arm,  it  would  have  dragged  down 
with  it  most  of  the  banks  in  the  Union,  and  it 
would  have  caused  much  individual  distress, 
bankruptcy,  and  ruin.  Hence  every  principle 
of  self-preservation,  every  motive  of  patriotism 
and  0^  duty,  muted  to  impel  those  men  to  use 
every  means  so  to  guard  aM  fortiff  and  defend 
their  institution,  as  that  it  would  stand  the 
shoi^  And  they  did  guard  it  and  defend  it  so 
that  it  withstood  a  power  b^bre  which  ttie 
Bank  of  En^and  would  have  fidleUf  eren  in 
its  most  palmy  di^s.  Parhnn  they  fortified 
their  fortress  more  strongly  tuan  actual  neoes- 


sity  required;  perhaps  they  overrated  the 
stren^  of  the  enemy,  and  were  not  ftdly 
oonaoiouB  of  thdr  own;  perhaps  they  re- 
mained tn  their  intrenchments  ^r  the  siege 
was  r^sed,  or  the  power  of  the  assulants  had 
become  exhausted ;  bat  if  they  erred,  it  was 
on  the  side  not  (»r  danger  but  of  duty,  and 
tlieir  sncccBS  has  conferred  a  lasting  ttenefft  on 
the  conntry.  This  mneh  I  have  thought  propw 
to  say  in  behalf  of  those  gentlemen  with  whom 
I  have  some  acquaintance,  but  no  connection 
of  any  kind ;  ana  I  say  it  as  an  act  of  common 
justice  towards  them,  who  have  been  attacked, 
and  whose  acts  have  been  miarepresented  on 
this  floor. 

The  Senator  from  North  Oarolina,  (Hr. 
Stbanob,)  in  the  abundance  Ot  his  diarity, 
declares  that  he  does  not  ammse  Senators  of 
taking  bribes  of  the  Bank  trf  the  United  States. 
He  acquits  them  of  tiie  fiml  charge,  as  he  reoUy 
Ijelieves  they  were  not  bribed.  The  Senate 
are  much  indebted  to  the  honorable  membrar 
for  his  decree  of  acquittal,  especially  as  they 
never  constituted  him  their  Judge.  Bnt  what 
right  has  he,  or  what  right  has  any  man  who 
is  not  himself  shameless,  m  the  presence  ofthis 
body  or  elsewhere,  to  entert^  the  infamoos 
proposition  for  a  moment ;  to  speak  of  it  in 
terms  of  either  denial  or  belief ;  to  refer  to  it 
at  ail,  except  to  consign  the  base  slanderers 
who  invented  and  who  uttered  it,  to  the  depth 
of  infamy  which  their  atrocious  falsehoods 
have  merited?  But  there  are  bonnds  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Senator  from  IT^cnih  Oarolina. 
He  thinks^  if  I  have  comprdieDded  him,  that 
gentiranen  here  who  were  counsel  for  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  may  have  been  warped  in 
their  feelings  and  judgment  from  that  cause,  to 
form  opinions  which  no  unbiassed  and  intelligmt 
man  could  form,  and  to  do  acts  which  no  htmest 
man  having  an  intellect  much  above  idiocy 
could  do.  The  Senator  has  not  told  us  where, 
or  how,  or  among  whom,  he  has  formed  his 
opinion  of  the  bar,  espedally  of  those  who  are 
admitted  to  be  among  its  b^  and  most  honor- 
able and  most  enlightened  members. 

[Mr.  BrEAjfOB  expliUned :  did  not  say  that 
gentlemen  who  were  counsel  for  the  bank  were 
biassed  fhnn  that  cause,  but  that  they  were 
warped  by  political  e»ntement.] 

I  am  hfl^y  (sidd  Hr.  R)  to  reedve  tiie  ex- 
planation of  the  Senator  from  North  OaniUna, 
and  yet  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how  he 
used  the  fact  of  the  employment  of  some 
gentlemen  as  legal  counsel  for  the  bank,  and 
uie  statement  of  that  fact  following,  with  a 
"  but,"  the  general  acquittal  of  direct  and  naked 
bribery.  Bnt  however  these  engagements  may 
have  been  supposed  by  him  or  others  to  operate 
on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  with  whom  they 
were  made,  they  certainly  never  affected  mine, 
88  I  never  was  in  any  case  the  counsel  of  that 
institution.  StiU,  I  know  not  but  the  same 
inflnenoe  may  he  brought  et^ally  luone  to  me, 
for  I  in  sewal  eases  profited  by  the  litigation 

the  bank,     engagenwita  on  the  opporite 
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aide,  which  eogagementa  I  Bhonld  never  have 
had,  if  there  Iiaa  been  no  bank  to  brins  suits 
against  those  who  employed  me  to  defend 
wem.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  I  believe  I  most 
even  share  with  my  friends  here,  whom  I  have 
sometimes  met  in  ihe  hall  below,  where  jostice 
is  still  administered,  and  where  truth  and 
reason  and  law  are  not  yet  outraged  or 
spurned.  I  must  even  content  myself  to  share 
witli  Uiem  in  the  imputation  of  that  bias  which 
counsellors  at  law  are  supposed  to  feel  in 
behalf  of  those  through  whose  means  they 
obtain  a  cause  in  a  court  of  justice. 

But  I  do  not  admit  that  the  Senator's  charge, 
aa  explained,  approaches  nearer  to  the  tmth 
than  that  which  I  had  mistaken  for  It,  and 
which  he  has  Just  corrected.  I,  for  one,  was 
not  moved  in  this  matter  by  political  interest 
or  political  excitement  It  was  a  subject  for 
cool  deliberation  and  sober  jndgmenl^  and  I 
brought  the  powers  of  my  mind  calmly  and 
patiently  to  act  upon  it ;  and  when  full  convic- 
tion followed  inTestigation,  and  my  opinion  was 
fixed,  I  acted  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
that  judgment,  not  under  excitement — ^unless, 
indeed,  a  strong  feeling  of  attachment  to  those 
abstractions  called  law  and  right,  which  at 
some  times,  and  in  some  minds,  warms,  and 
kindles,  and  e^ows  to  enthusiasm,  is  to  be  called 
by  that  name. 

I  have  said,  and  hare  attempted  to  diow. 
that  tiie  act  of  the  President,  m  the  removal 
of  the  depodta,  was  illegal.  The  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  cannot  conceive  it  posdble  that 
any  man  can  hold  such  an  opinion ;  but  he  tells 
us  that  he  was  himself  startled  at  the  boldness 
of  the  act:  he  feared  the  people  would  not 
sustain  it  And  permit  me,  with  all  deference, 
to  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  if  the  people  had 
not  sQstained  it,  he  would  then  nave  be^ 
startled  at  its  illegality.  I  tho\ight  it  illegal ; 
so  thought  twenty-eight  out  of  forty-eight 
Senators  in  this  body ;  bo  thought  Mcl^e, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  so  thought  Duane, 
who  was  made  Seci-etary  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  doing  the  act  And  when  they  thonght  so, 
their  poUtical  fedinga  and  tiieir  peraonal  pre- 
dilecUona  were  all  on  the  side  of  those  doing 
the  act  which  their  judgments  condemned. 
This  same  act  nr,  which  startled  the  Senator 
from  Korth  Carolina  in  his  private  retreat, 
startled  also  the  nation ;  uid  the  sensation  did 
not  Bubride  until  they  and  he  had  become  used 
and  reconofled  to  now  and  extravagant  acts  of 
executive  power.  There  are  other  gentiemen 
now  on  this  floor  who  condenmed  (his  act  in 
the  strongest  terms,  nntil  they  knew  that  the 
popular  voice  would  sustun  it  The  Senator 
mnn  'Vimnia  near  me,  QSx.  Bivsa,)  at  the 
close  (rf  xS»  last  sesuon,  in  a  q>eech  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  has  never  found  its  way  into 
the  public  papers,  declared  that  In  this  act  he 
thought  the  Executive  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  constitution,  but  that  he  had  not 
overstepped  it  I  differed  from  the  Senator 
fromTir^nia  in  this  only:  I  thought  he  had 


not  only  gone  to  the  verge  of  the  oonatitutional 
boundaiy,  but  that  he  hod  broken  over  it 
That  gentleman  and  myself  were  separated  in 
opinion  by  a  mere  maUiematical  line — ^length, 
without  breadth  or  thickness — ^for  he  thought, 
and  so  said  on  the  occasion  I  have  referred  to, 
that  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure  be- 
longed, Inr  the  constitution,  to  the  representa- 
tives of  uie  States  and  of  the  people ;  and  that 
almost  any  sacrifice  ought  to  1>e  made,  in  order 
to  restore  it  to  their  hands.  But  the  Senator 
from  Korth  Oarolina — whose  opinion,  since  he 
has  recovered  from  the  first  surprise  that  the 
executive  act  ocoanoned,  is,  on  this  subject 
especially,  entitled  to  a  very  great  weight — 
thinks  that  no  man,  possesdng  both  htmestr 
and  sense,  could  TOto  for  the  rwdntion  whica 
passed  the  Senate. 

[Mr.  Stbanqs.  I  did  not  say  so.  I  sud 
they  could  not,  unless  under  strong  previous 
bias.] 

Hr.  lEwma.  The  explanation  amounts  to  but 
littie.  A  bias  which  destroyed  the  honesty  or 
obscured  the  sense,  is  now  introduced  and  at- 
tributed, to  lighten  the  odium  of  the  change 
which  his  unqualified  language,  as  I  understood 
it,  cast  upon  the  former  minority  of  this  body, 
^d  now,  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  be- 
lieved the  ^rerident  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  constitution,  and  had  then  pos- 
swMd  himsdf  of  the  treasure  which,  by  that 
oonstituti(Hi,  belonged  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  the  Senator  from  Korth  Caro- 
lina, who  was,  in  private,  "  startled  "  by  the 
boldness  of  the  act,  nntil  he  found  that  the 
people  Bust^ned  it,  are  ready  to  vote  censure 
and  obloqny  upon  those  Senators  who  ventured 
to  express  an  opinion,  before  they  knew  whether 
that  opinion  would  be  sustained  by  the  popular 
voice  or  not.  For  one,  I  respect  not  their 
opinions,  so  elicited  and  so  expressed ;  and  I 
scorn  their. censure  and  their  reproach.  "When 
men  use  language  harsh  or  vindictive,  of  utter 
degra^ng  <£aiKe8  against  others  at  least  as 
honorable  as  tnemselvea,  they  seize  a  two- 
edged  sw(ffd,  which  often  wounds  the  hand  that 
wields  it  I  am  willing  to  stand  in  the  ranks 
in  which  I  then  stood,  and  now  stand,  and 
receive  their  onset,  no  matter  how  fierce  and 
how  furious. '  I  am  willing  to  risk  the  character 
of  the  m^ority  which  passed  that  resolution, 
for  integrity  and  intelligence,  and  independence 
of  thought  and  of  action,  against  this  m^ority, 
whidi  is  now  the  instrument  of  its  repudiation. 
And  if,  in  connection  with  the  pregnant  inci- 
dents of  the  times,  the  names  of  those  who 
have  taken  part  in  the  moving  scenes  should 
descend,  and  pass  In  review  before  posterity, 
I  feel  that  I  have  well  chosen  the  twik  in 
which  my  humble  name  shall  stand  to  receive 
the  Judgment  of  thft  august  tribunal. 

I  find  that  I  am  destdtory  and  diffuse  in  my 
course  of  discussion,  but  time  was  not  allowed 
me  to  prepare  to  be  connected  and  brief.  I 
have  shown  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
was  in  violation  (tf  a  ctoitnKrt)  and  agiUnst  law. 
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I  shall  noir  endeaTor  to  meke  good  the  position 
that  it  was  in  violation  of  the  constitotion.  For 
this,  a  few  words  will  suffice  \  for  it  flows  as  a 
oonseqnence  from  the  illegality  of  the  act  of 
lemoval,  and  the  conceded  point  that  the  Lef^s- 
lature,  and  not  the  Eiecutire,  is  the  consUtu- 
tional  keeper  and  goardian  of  the  pnblio  treas- 
ure. The  President,  if  he  had  seized  that 
treaaure  hy  an  act  of  open  and  direct  violence, 
and  become  hlnuelf  the  keeper,  in  defiance  of 
le^dotxTe  anOiority,  would,  oy  the  cononrrent 
opinion  of  all  here,  have  violated  that  constitn- 
tioD  which  made  t2>e  Lcf^slatore  its  keeper. 
Bnt  i^  through  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
the  law  (not  the  constitution)  olaced  in  his 
hands  for  other  pnrpoBcs,  he  did  by  lawftal 
means  effect  this  onconBtitutional  object,  does  it 
vary  the  case,  or  make  the  violation  of  the 
constitution  less  certain  ?  The  President  had 
by  law  a  right  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the 
llVeasary,  though  he  had  no  right  to  seize  the 
public  treasure ;  but,  through  the  exercise  of 
that  power  of  removal,  exerted  for  that  distinct 
and  avowed  purpose,  and  that  purpose  only,  he 
did  seize  upon  the  mtblio  Iroasnre,  and  dispose 
of  it  aocoroing  to  ms  will  He  used  a  lawM 
weapon  to  do  an  illegal  and  nnoonititutional 
act.  This  is  not  difficult  to  be  comprehended. 
A  man  has  a  legal  right  to  use  bis  own  walking- 
stick  ;  yet  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  he  may 
use  It  illegally.  The  Senator  from  Vimnia 
admits  thfU:  the  President  almost  violated  the 
constitution.  "He  marched  to  its  verge."  I 
say  he  overstepped  it 

These  are  my  reasons  for  thinking  and  for 
voting  that  the  executive  act  of  the  President 
in  the  case  referred  to,  was  not  in  accordance 
witJi  the  constitution  and  law,  bnt  in  violation 
of  both;  and  I  care  not  how  lightly  the  Senator 
ftom  North  Carina  nu^  aprak  of  either  the 
sense  or  honesty  which  dictated  that  opinion 
and  that  vote.  Language  snch  as  hla  on  this 
oecanon  fikDs  hannJesB  to  the  ground,  or  recoils 
on  him  who  utters  it. 

Having  proved  the  statement  in  the  resolution 
true,  the  next  Inquiry  is  as  to  our  right  to 
spread  it  on  the  record.  G^tiemen  on  the 
tide  of  the  administration  heap  u^ion  the  act, 
in  this  aspect  of  it,  the  terras  **shameM,*^ 

disgraceful,"  "  flagrant  impropriety  " — all  the 
epithets  of  detestation  and  abhorrence  which 
those  dilisent  gentiemen  have  been  able  to 
collect  and  amass  from  our  whole  vocabulary. 
But  let  this  pass;  it  amounts  to  littie.  Re- 
proach and  violence  from  those  who  profeae  to 
pass  Judgment  leaves  an  intelligent  pablic  (to 
whom  is  the  final  rapeal)  impressed  with  tiie 
conviction  that  the  disbretion  of  tiie  Judxe  was 
lost  in  his  own  passion.  They  probably  will 
not  stop  to  inqnire  what  has  become  of  his  pro- 
priety. On  the  one  hand,  towards  the  former 
m^ority  of  the  Senate  we  have  vituperation 
and  reproach  fit  to  be  cast  only  on  a  tenant  of 
Newpite,  by  a  felon  like  himself;  and  towards 
the  President  tirade  npon  tirade  of  fblsome 
flattery,  which  wouM  make  even  a  coquette  turn 


fflck.  Let  all  this  go  to  the  country ;  a  discern- 
ing public  will  see  what  I  see — motives  not  to 
be  named  or  avowed,  lying  deep  in  the  breasts 
of  those  who  say  and  do  these  things — deep, 
but  not  hidden,  and  prompting  them,  or  rather 
goading  them  on  to  the  act  As  the  deed  is  to 
be  dfHie,  I  am  glad  it  comes  in  the  form,  and  is 
pressed  in  the  spirit  and  temper  which  here 
discloses  itself ;  'for,  beiog  so  done,  it  will  be 
repudiated  as  anthorify,  either  as  to  (nnnion 
or  fact,  by  eveiy  honest  and  candid  mind. 

Why  was  it  unproper  or  indelicate  to  pass 
this  resolution,  if  the  facta  and  opioions  set 
forth  in  it  be  true  and  correct!  Gentiemen 
say  we  toBj  not  express  our  opimon  of  the  act, 
because  we  may  possibly  be  the  triers  of  the 
actor.  The  President  might,  by  possibility,  be 
impeached,  and  we,  as  a  Senate,  woold  be  colled 
upon  to  try  him;  therefore,  it  was  indelicate 
and  improper  to  give  an  opinion  beforehand 
which  might  influence  oar  decision  hereiiter. 
Now,  my  answer  to  tiiis  is,  that  the  question 
of  delicacy  and  propriety  here  put,  is  merely 
of  a  personal  nature,^d  addresses  itself  to 
each  individual  memW  rather  than  to  the 
whde  body ;  fi>r  the  Senate,  as  a  body,  was 
not  committed  to  any  thing  by  that  reiolntion. 
Suppose,  then,  at  tite  time  these  reacdntitHta 
passed,  with  the  tail  knowledge  that  dl  of  ua 
had  of  the  power  of  the  Executive  ud  the 
state  of  parties  in  tiie  other  House;  suppose 
any  one  here,  being  asked  privately  his  opimon 
on  the  Eubject,  had  declined,  as  a  matter  of 
delicacy,  to  give  it,  lest  he  should  be  committed, 
in  case  of  an  impeachment  preferred  against 
the  President,  which  would  yon  have  conud- 
ered  it,  a  serious  scruple,  or  rather  an  idle  jestf 
The  truth  is,  there  is  nothing  in  the  point,  nor 
am  I  able  to  convince  myself  that  any  man 
("  noept  under  strong  politioal  bias  ")  can  be- 
Ueve  there  is  any  thmg  in  it.  As  for  myself 
I  knew  there  was  to  be  no  impeachment  and 
no  trial ;  and  my  own  opinion  in  prc^riety  and 
right  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  the  gmde  of  my 
own  actions.  The  President  had  done  an  act 
violatory  of  the  constitution,  and  especially 
affecting  the  powers  and  rights  of  tiiis  body  as 
one  of  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment What  was  to  be  done?  Beassert  the 
constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  Senate  by 
law  t  The  executive  veto  was  ready  to  give  a 
qidetns  to  every  law  which  you  might  have 
attempted  to  pass.  He  had  possessed  himself 
of  the  public  treasure,  and  yon  could  pass  no 
law  to  wrest  it  from  his  hands.  What  was  to 
be  done  9  Be  calm,  say  ^ntiemen ;  be  quiet ; 
m^ke  no  distorbaooe ;  it  is  quite  startling ;  but 
say  nothing ;  the  country  can  stand  it ;  and 
perhaps,  if  you  are  silent  and  patient  under 
this,  the  President  may  commit  no  more  acts 
of  violence ;  but  if  you  irritate,  he  may  do  still 
worse  things.  They  therefore  would  have  re- 
commended silence  and  submisnon.  , 

The  Senate,  as  a  legislative  body,  has  the 
right  to  assert  its  own  powers  by  virtue  of  that 
fint  of  natore'a  laws,  Belf-preaervatiiou.  A 
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bodj  composed  of  unmeroiia  members  can 
speaJc  only  hj  some  prescribed  form,  sach  as 
an  order  or  reeolation ;  and  aa,  in  this  oaw,  their 
ecKistittitional  powers  were  assuled,  it  was 
their  daty,  their  solemn  datj,  to  reassert  them, 
that  the  inrasion  might  not  stand  witbont  ob- 
Jeotion  or  contradiction,  and  thus  become,  a 
Um^g  precedent  in  fiitnre  times. 

The  roKdntion  of  the  Boiate  is  also  objected 
to  u  one  oooohed  in  twnu  oamre  against 
the  I^erident ;  it  is  said  to  be  r^roacliftil  in 
its  languge  and  its  import  Believing  that  I 
have  established  the  pcwiUon  that  the  resolu- 
tion is  trae  in  point  of  fact  and  opinion,  and 
that  it  was  due  to  the  rights  of  this  body, 
which  we  were  delegated  by  the  States,  for  the 
time  being,  to  gnard  and  protect,  that  we  should, 
in  a  resolation  coached  in  some  longaa^  assert 
those  rights ;  I  now  ask  an^  candid  maiL 
whether  a  partisan  of  the  President  or  not,  it 
he  can  devise  any  language,  oonTeying  the  sah- 
etance  and  sense  of  that  resolution,  which  shall 
be  more  decorous  and  more  courteous  than 
thatt  Can  you,  ur,  owTey  tiie  idea  in  milder, 
moredipiifiea,  md  more  ajqiropriata  language? 
It  Is  true  it  oontains  no  compument,  no  adidar 
t«HL  Tliis  the  Senator  from  Femisylvania  has 
discovered,  and  therefore  condemns  it.  That 
gentlemui,  in  referenoe  to  the  President,  nses 
the  word  '*  immaculate,"  which  I  never  before 
heard  applied  to  but  one  created  bein^,  and 
that  in  worship.  This  resolation  contains  no 
such  term,  as  applied  to  the  President ;  and  I 
think  I  would  not  now,  if  it  were  again  before 
the  Senate,  move  to  kisert  the  word,  even  if 
that  would  gfun  for  it  the  vote  ctf  the  gratleman 
from  Pennsjivania. 

In  En^aod,  from  which  we  derive  our  free 
histitiitions,  and  to  whidi  we  still  refer  for  pre- 
oedsnt  of  pailiamentary  independenoe,  (God 
knom  how  long  tiiose  exampleB  mi^  be  en- 
dured,)  in  England  it  is  not  deemed  the  duty 
-of  Parliament  to  address  Uie  King,  or  to  answer 
his  address,  in  terms  only  of  acquiescence  and 
praise.  The  British  Parliament  represents  a 
free  people,  and  they  have  not  forgotten  to 
ppeak  the  language  of  freemen;  ana  ^d  any 
one  ever  hear  of  an  attempt  in  that  body  to 
cast  reproach  upon  itself  or  any  of  its  members, 
because  tiliey  ventured  in  such  wldrees  to  move 
or  to  express  disapprobation  of  the  acts  of 
their  monarch,  or  to  assert  tiieir  own  rights  or 
the  rights  of  the  people  f  It  certainly  has  not 
been  deemed  a  cause  for  expunging  their  Jour- 
nals, that  th^y  ocmtain  Bomeuiing  disagreeable  to 
majesty.  There  was  a  time,  it  is  trtie,  as  late 
as  ttie  of  Charles  the  First,  when  the 
Sng  sent  into  the  House  of  Commons  bU  var^ 
rant  to  arrest  aod  imprison  members  fcr  words 
uttered  on  the  floor  of  Parliament ;  but  that 
time  has  gone  by.  Great  Britun,  moving  in 
the  direction  towards  freedom  and  the  perfect* 
ing  of  free  inslituU(His,  has  long  since  passed 
that  point,  and  we,  tending  as  r^idly  towards 
deqraUo  power,  have  not  yet  quite  reached  it. 
When  we  lotA  at  British  preoedenta  and  re^ 


to  British  history,  we  ought  not  to  foi^  that 
they  end  we  have  started  at  different  points, 
and  are  moving  in  different  directiona.  They, 
beginning  with  an  irregular  and  almost  despotic 
monarchy,  with  undefined  powers,  checked  only 
by  the  strei^h  of  the  feudal  aristocracy,  have 
marched  ntwards  dowly  but  steadfly,  st«p  by 
step,  towards  the  perfecUon  of  a  free  and  rep- 
resentative Government:  and  perhaps  Uiey 
are  still  moving  onward.  We,  ocanmencang 
with  a  pnre  ocnutdtntional  representative  Qor- 
ermnent,  with  Justly  baluiced  powers,  have 
rushed  onward  with  a  veloci^  almost  incon- 
ceivable towards  de^tism,  If  it  be  decorous 
to  call  that  deqMtiran  which  concentrates  all 
the  powers  of  the  Government  in  a  mngle  inan, 
and  makes  his  will  the  law.  If^  in  our  differ^t 
course,  we  should  meet  oar  great  archetype, 
and  find,  at  some  one  moment  of  our  histwy, 
our  Govermnent  to  be  what  hers  is  or  was,  we 
are  not  to  suppose  that  our  career  is  thence- 
forward to  be  the  same.  If  we  meet,  we  pass 
with  the  swiftness  of  moving  euginu,  so  that 
we  can  ecaroely  catch  a  glance  (n  that  which 
we  have  met  and  from  wmch  we  are  pasnng. 

Mr.  Present,  every  thing  intrinuo  and  ex- 
trinsic, all  that  can  catch  the  popular  ear  or 
enlist  one  vulgar  passion,  no  matter  how  low 
and  base,  is  resorted  to  by  graiUemen  who  ougbt 
to  be,  and  who  are,  honorable,  to  sustain  them 
in  the  commLssioD  of  this  act^  Tlie  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rivxs,)  could  ^on  credit  it, 
sir,  says  that  this  Senate,  which  is  one  of  the 
constitutional  departments  of  our  Government, 
and  without  which  the  form  as  well  as  the 
essence  of  our  Government  could  not  exist; 
that  this  Senate,  of  which  he  himself  is  a 
member,  and  which  a  comm<Mi  but  very  homely 
proverb  might  teach  him  he  could  not  dishonor 
without  selt-degradation ;  this  Senate,  he  says, 
is  eaaentialh'  an  aristocratic  body,  riding  upon 
the  backs  of  the  people.  Do  we  hear  that  here, 
and  from  such  a  souroe,  or  was  I  deceived  t 
Who  are  tiiey  that  compose  the  aristocracy  of 
this  l>ody?  Men  elected  by  the  State  to  dis- 
charge, for  a  time,  an  important  trust;  and 
who,  when  that  trust  is  discharged,  and  the 
period  of  their  service  ended,  return  again  to 
the  common  mass  from  which  they  were  taken  ? 
Aristocracy  I  Where  is  the  danger,  where  is 
the  posubiUty,  of  an  aristocratic  order  rising 
up  m  Uiis  Union!  Look  about  you  every- 
wnere:  men  who  hold  the  highest  stations, 
and  widd  the  greatest  influence,  and  even 
wealtii,  Bpring  £k»u  the  comm<ni  ranks  (tf  the 
pQc^le.  power  and  thdr  influence  thoy 

cannot  tranMnit;  and,  as  to  their  wealth,  when 
the  hand  that  gathered  and  the  hand  wluch 
holds  it  shall  moulder  in  the  dust,  it  is  scattered 
to  the  four  winds  of  heaven ;  it  goes  to  build  up 
and  enrich  the  son  of  the  hard-handed  yeoman ; 
and  the  children's  children  of  him  who  count- 
ed his  gold  by  millions  become,  not  b^Kgars, 
but  common  laborers  in  our  streets,  where, 
then,  is  tiie  danger  of  aristocracy  in  America? 
jQiere  is  one  souroe  Sam.  which  it  may  flow  iq 
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upon  OS,  and  one  on]/.  "When  oar  public  offices 
Mocnne  transmissiUe  tiie  will  of  the  incum- 
bent to  his  snccessor;  when  the  men  who  hold 
itAtion  can  direct  the  line  through  which  the 
succession  to  that  station  shall  descend,  whether 
by  birUi  to  the  son,  or  bj  appointment  to  the 
fiiTorite,  we  have,  in  suratance,  a  monarch;, 
and  wo  hare  an  aristocracy,  in  the  classic 
language  of  the  Senator,  "  riding  on  the.  backs 
of  the  people ; "  nay,  we  have  worse,  a  shame- 
ful, corrupt,  and  corrupting  olisarchj. 

The  gentleman  fh>m  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bu- 
ohasah)  says  that  the  Senate  is  merely  called 
upon  to  Tffludge  its  own  justice;  in  other 
worda^  to  detumme  whettur  the  ooiiUon  it 
exproued  was  ootrect  or  not.  Bnt  is  this  true  ? 
Is  that  the  act  to  which  the  minority  of  the 
Senate  is  now  proceediI^[?  If  so,  it  were  bnt 
an  ezpresuon  of  opinion  adverse  to  opinions 
heretofore  expressed  by  a  former  majority,  and 
endrely  consbtent  with  g^tlemanly  intercourse 
and  feeling.  Bat  no  such  thing.  No;  it  is 
placed,  and  it  is  pressed,  as  a  vote  of  censure  : 
and  opprobrium  upon  the  former  m^oiity.  The 
gentleman  from  Fennsylvania,  it  seems,  once ! 
intended  it  should  assume  a  form  consistent 
with  the  courtesy  and  propriety  of  le^slative 
bodies.  He  promised  tbe  striking  out  of  Uie 
obnoxious  word  "  expunge,^'  and  so  the  resolu- 
tion was  to  have  passed;  and  what  strong 
motive,  or  stToog  offence,  could  have  induced 
the  Senator  to  abandon  his  condliatorj  course, 
and  again  poison  the  resoluUon  with  insult  and 
reproach?  What^  think  yon,  could  have  so 
driven  him  from  his  propriety  ?  Why,  truly  a 
Senator  from  Kassachusetts,  some  two  years 
since,  moved  to  lay  the  expun^ng  resolution, 
when  so  amended,  on  the  table ;  that  was  the 
insult:  a  motion  to  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
table  is  the  mighty  insult  which  swells  the 
hearts  of  gentlemen  almost  to  bursting  with 
patriotic  indignation,  and  which  justines  all 
this  harsh  and  ruthless  violence.  Hence  the 
word  '*  expunge "  in  the  body  of  the  resolu- 
tion—  hence  a  recital  charged  with  as  harsh 
and  imurious  impntation  as  gentlemen  can  use 
towards  each  other,  if  not  more  har^  and 
more  iigurious.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania says  he  wished  to  be  saved  the  necessity 
of  compelling  the  Senate  to  vote  this  stigma 
npon  themselves.  "Who,  I  ask,  gave  him,  and 
those  with  whom  he  acts,  power,  and  who  gave 
them  impunity,  to  6x  stigmas,  or  compel  stig- 
mas, npon  men,  in  all  things  honorable,  their 
equals  at  least?  'Who  cares  for  their  stigma 
or  their  censure  ?  I,  for  one,  cast  tliem  to  the 
winds.  I  despise,  I  trample  npon  them.  Sir, 
^ce  it  has  been  determined  tnat  a  resolution 
in  any  form  inconsistent  with  the  reaolntion  of 
ICaron,  1834,  should  pass ;  and  since  there  is  at 
last  a  minority  in  the  Senate  rasdy  to  obey  the 
mandate,  I  am  glad  once  again  that  it  contains 
substance,  and  has  assumed  a  form,  which  will 
forever  destroy  it  as  authority  for  the  future ; 
and  when  it  comes  to  an  issue  such  as  this, 
veradty,  and  honor,  and  character  taroo^t  into 


[Sexatx. 

collision,  I  fear  not  the  Issue  of  the  contest,  and 
I  care  not  with  what  weapons  it  is  waged.  All 
at  last  results  in  an  appeal  to  the  conntry  and 
to  future  times.  And  if  this  resolution  had 
been  coached  in  language  of  decent  sobriety ; 
if  it  had  been  in  its  terms  calm,  dispasdonate, 
and  strong,  it  would,  by  virtue  of  the  names 
which  support  it,  have  carried  with  it  much 
weight  and  authority;  but  now  there  is  no 
danger  of  this ;  the  resolution  itself,  and  the 
speeches  with  which  it  is  ushered  ia,  show  the 
spirit  by  which  it  is  moved.  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
at  a  time  when  he  was  himself  a  sycophant 
c^ed  Sir  Walter  Baleigh  "  a  spider  of  hell,'^ 
because  Baleigh  was  unhappily  ont  of  favor 
with  his  sovereign ;  yet,  no  one  at  tiiis  day 
esteems  Ooke  the  more  or  Baleigh  the  less  for 
tibis  ootponring  of  malignity.  £dmand  Saun- 
ders, in  the  report  of  one  of  his  cases  at  law, 
says  that  Twysden  (Justice)  gave  judgment  in 
furore;  and  he  adds,  in  his  quiet  manner, 
"  note,  reader,  his  Judgment  was  clearly 
wrong;"  and  snch  nas  been  the  nniversu 
opinion  of  the  profes^on  unoe ;  and  snch  will 
be  the  opinion,  a  priori,  of  mankind,  as  to 
every  judicial  decision,  and  every  act  of  a 
deliberative  body,  which  is  the  residt  of  passion 
rather  than  of  reason  and  judgment. 

The  m^ority  of  the  Senate,  who  are  moving 
on,  or,  peni^a,  more  property  speaking,  moved 
on,  to  tiie  (lestructi(Hi  of  the  journals,  ought  to 
oosudder  well  tiie  act  which  they  are  about  to 
perform.  The  comtitution,  whi^  we  and  they 
are  sworn  to  support,  requires  that  the  Senate 
shall  "  keep  "  a  journal  of  tiieir  proceedings ; 
much  useless  learning  was  expended  upon  uiis 
word  at  the  last  session.  We  know  its  mean- 
ing without  consnlting  our  dictionaries;  its 
popular  sense  is  its  true  sense.  The  framers 
of  the  constitution  did  not  search  books  for  tiie 
definition  of  the  word,  but  understood  it  and 
used  it  in  its  plain  and  obvious  sense ;  and  they 
woold  have  been  astonished  if  it  had  been  told 
them  that  that  word  could  ever  become  the 
sotject  of  cavil.  That  it  has  so,  and  that  it  is 
now  the  doctrine  of  the  minority  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  record  is  no  infraction  of  the 
constitution,  which  requires  that  it  shall  be 
kept,  is  a  touchstone  by  which  the  value  of 
tlieir  judgment  against  the  former  majority  of 
the  Senate  may  ha  tested.  It  is  a  matter  that 
every  man  of  plain  common  sense  can  under- 
stand and  decide,  as  well  as  the  most  learned 
and  most  wise ;  and  they  can,  from  this  speci- 
men, determine  how  much  weight  is  due  to  the 
opinions  of  men  who  hold  that  to  erase,  to  blot 
out,  to  expunge,  is  not  incondstent  with  the 
command  to  keep,"  to  which  command  we  all 
have  sworn  obedience.  I  will  not  touch  the 
miserable  sophistiT  by  which  gentlemen  at- 
tempt to  evaoe  the  meudng  and  wrest  the  sense 
of  this  prov^on  of  the  constitation :  it  does 
not  merit  a  rep^. 

i    The  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is  snbstan- 
tialljr  copied,  in  this  particular,  from  the  Oou- 
'stitation  of  the  United  States;  like  that,  it  con- 
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tuns  a  prorision  that  both  Houses  shall  keep  a 
jonmal.  The  Senator  from  PeDnsylTania,  many 
years  ago,  while  a  member  of  one  braach  of 
that  Legialatare,  moved  a  resolution  declaring 
that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  constitation  to 
ezpnnge  say  thin^  from  the  Journal  once  en- 
tered there.  He  is  ctf  tiie  same  opiaicm  still ; 
and  he  proposes  to  be  oocslstetit,  uaA  yet  vote 
for  expunging  what  is  entered  on  the  journals 
<^  this  body,  under  a  precisely  ^milar  oonstitu- 
tional  provision.  Coidd  any  man,  who  had  not 
heard  him,  conjecture  how  this  could  be  done  ? 
The  word  ectpunge  has,  he  says,  a  literal,  and  it 
has  also  a  metaphorical  meaning ;  and  the  re- 
cords of  the  Senate  are  to  be  expunged  meta- 
phorically. What  a  faroe,  if  its  atrocity  would 
permit  us  to  look  upon  it  as  a  subject  of  ridi- 
cule! But  who  could  avoid  smiling,  oven  in 
the  midst  of  bitterness,  to  see  the  array  of  au- 
thorities which  the  erudite  Senator  adduced  to 
ahow  that  the  word  *'aqinnge"  is  used  meta- 
phorically in  oases  where  U  cannot  have  a  lit- 
eral application?  He  has  shown  us  examples 
in  wbioi  good  writers  speak  of  expunging  forms 
of  government,  systems  of  reli^on,  and  the 
vices  of  men—all  olcarly  met^horical,  and 
known  at  once  to  be  so,  because  they  are  not 
Busceptlble  of  the  literal  and  phyrical  applica- 
tion of  the  term.  You  cannot  draw  a  black 
line  over,  nor  can  you  draw  black  lines  round, 
a  "form  of  government, for  you  cannot  touch 
it  or  handle  it,  though  you  may  mar  its  sym- 
metry and  destroy  its  strength ;  nor  can  you 
take  physical,  tangible  hold  of  systems  of  reli- 
gion or  of  human  vices;  hence  the  terms  you 
am>ly  to  them  are  necessarily  metB«ihorical, 
whether  you  expunge,  uproot^  ot  oenudi^ 
them.  But  if  you  change  a  wrltbig  which  Is 
on  paper,  or  uproot  a  tree  or  sihrabv  or  derool- 
ish  a  building,  the  words  then  have  their  literal 
meaning,  Of^able  only  of  literal,  physical  appii- 
oation;  and  he  who  pretends  to  use  it  under 
those  oircnmstances  meti^horioally,  wrests  the 
word  from  its  true  use,  and  gives  it  a  false 
application.  Expunge  metaphorically  I  The 
disquisition  of  the  learned  gentleman  reminds 
me  of  the  death  of  two  doughty  heroes  in  a 
fatal  battle,  commemorated  in  the  **Rme  of 
the  Look"— 

'One  dl«d  In  mtlcgfikart  aad  ou  li  acng." 

It  will  be  seen  at  onoe  tiiat  the  thought  is 
muoh  better  in  a  barlesqae  poem  tlian  in  grave 
debate  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

But  the  Senator  from  PeuDsylvanla  has  spread 
eheering  prospects  liefore  ua;  a  bright  vista, 
opening  amid  the  snrroanding  gloom,  to  ddighfc 
our  vision.  This,  he  says,  is  the  last  exciting 
subject  that  is  to  agitate  our  councils ;  we  are 
to  have  a  halcyon  season ;  all  is  to  be,  hence- 
forth, quiet,  and  kindness,  and  peace.  But  he 
has  not  told  us  how  these  things  are  to  be 
brought  to  pass ;  whether  this  is  the  last  act 
of  violence  uiat  is  to  be  perpetrated  by  the  ma- 
jority against  the  constitution  of  their  country 
and  tiwiighta  of  this  body;  or  whether  he  sap- 


poses  that,  by  this,  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  to  t>e 
crushedj  and  we  are  to  be  awed  to  silenoe  and 
submission.  I  will  suppose  the  first,  ns  it  bet- 
ter accords  with  the  kindness  which  he  still 
entertains  for  those  whose  rights  and  feeliugs 
he  haa  most  outraged;  and  if.  so,  his  language 
may  be  rendered  into  brie^  plam  EUi^ish,  thus : 
Gentlemen,  be  quiet  and  be  calm;  meetuawidi 
no  arguments,  and  cast  on  us  no  reproaches; 
the  Iirerident  most  be  gratified,  because  be  is 
immaeolate ;  and  yon  must  be  stigmatized,  be- 
cause you  have  offended  hum.  We  may  be 
somewhat  harsh  and  nnscmpulous,  bat  excuse 
us,  for  we  are  very  much  exdted ;  but  this  is 
the  last  time  we  will  do  an  act  of  lawless  vio- 
lence against  you ;  all  shall  be,  henceforth,  jus- 
tice and  peace. 


I  shooid  be  gratified  to  know  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  has  that  power  over 
the  political  elements  which  he  seems  to  olaim, 
in  givhacna  this  strong  assnrance  of  their  ftature 
quiet  Would  that  we  could  rely  opon  his 
promise  or  hia  prediction:  but  nou  he  ia  dfr- 
odved.  nose  who  have  arandwed  tiie  stand- 
ard of  the  constitution  and  the  law,  cannot^ 
when  th^  choose,  rear  it  again,  and  rally  die 
hosts  around  it,  mi  calm  tiieir  fears,  and  re- 
animate their  confidence.  They  cannot  lay 
their  hands  npon  the  institntions  of  their  coun- 
try, and  pull  down  and  destroy,  until  they 
themselves  shall  be  satisfied,  and  then  bid  the 
work  of  mischief  cease.  When  the  ocean  is 
lashed  into  a  rage,  no  matter  who  are  the  spir- 
its of  the  storm,  they  cannot  say  to  it,  *'  thus  for 
abalt  tiiou  go,  and  no  farther;  end  here  sh^ 
tl^  TOond  waves  be  stayed."  No,  ho  is  de- 
c^ved;  there  are  other  powers  in  motion  bdov 
and  around  bim^  whioh  he  viats  not  ot,  md 
whose  might  he  can  neither  direct  nor  reBlat, 
I  have  stood  upon  the  borders  of  this  m^ty 
ocean,  and  not^  the  preoursors  of  the  otHrabog 
storm.  I  have  heard  the  moan  of  the  waves 
in  the  caverns  of  the  deep,  and  seen  the  vp- 
heaving  of  the  billows,  ^idi  will  rise,  and 
rage,  and  toss,  as  foam  from  their  crest!  him 
and  those  who  are  now  his  trust  and  his 
strength. 

Mr,  President,  I  envy  not  the  triumph  of 
him  who  has  pressed  forward  these  resolutions, 
agfunst  the  opiuions,'  and  the  feelings,  and  the 
consciences,  of  those  whom  he  has  found  means 
to  compel  to  their  Biq>pOTt— resolutions  which  he 
has  u^ed  on  with  pasrions-^eroe,  vindiotive 
furious.  Stin  less  do  I  envy  the  condition  of 
those  who  are  compelled  to  go  onward,  andnst 
all  those  feelings  and  motives  which  dioold 
direct  the  actions  of  the  legislator  and  the 
man.  Why  do  I  see  around  me  so  many  pale 
features  and  downcast  eyes,  unless  it  be  that 
repentance  and  remorse  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  perpetration  of  the  deed?  I  bad  rather 
stand  with  the  minority ;  yes,  I  woald  rather 
a  thousand  times  stand  alone,  powerless  but 
conscience-free,  than  to  wield  the  strength  of 
an  empire,  on  the  hard  conditions  on  whioh  it 
is  placed  in  their  hands. 
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But  tbb  scene  is  paaslnff,  and  \rill  booq  have 
passed,  not  to  be  raealled— the  deed  is  to  be 
dtme,  and  jou  and  we  most  sabmit  our  aets  to 
au  enlightoied  pnbUo,  whose  Judgment  will  be 
a  foretaste  of  the  jnofpient  cH  posterity.  To 
these  1  bow  with  subnusraon  and  hope,  bat  not 
with  DDwarering  confidence  oi  the  fotnro. 
Ihe  fame  of  those  who  have  joined  in  this 
struggle  for  the  constitntion  depends  upon  the 
final  success  of  constitutional  government  If 
that  prevail  and  endore,  if  the  oloads  tiiat  over- 
shadow its  prospects  pass  awaj,  and  it  be  re- 
stored to  what  it  once  was,  in  all  its  ftwhness 
and  beanty,  every  thing  that  we  oonld  desire 
for  ourselves  and  our  comitry  is  attained.  Bat 
if  we  stall  move  on  in  the  downward  course,  if 
the  cataract  only-  be  passed,  and  we  are  to  e^de 
on  in  the  smomh  but  rapid  current  into  the 
gdt  to  whidk  we  have  been  tending  and  are 
never  to  return,  theae  stroggles  will  oe  referred 
to  hereafter  as  scenes  in  which  the  country  was 
disturbed  by  violet  and  iiactious  spirits,  and 
the  names  of  those  who  stood  for  the  constita- 
&m  amid  these  stormy  scenes  will  be  mention- 
ed only  with  censure  and  reproach.  So  it  has 
been  bi  times  pastL  Vfhm  the  last  spark  of 
Roman  liberty  was  extinguished,  and  a  mon- 
arch's court  and  council  occupied  the  forom 
and  the  Senate  chamber,  when  no  voice  but 
^at  of  Augustus  was  heard,  and  no  power  but 
his  was  known,  tiie  venal  flatterers  of  his  court 
Tied  with  each  other  hi  hosfing  praise  on  him, 
and  censure  and  reproach  on  those  firm  spirits 
who  stood  tea  their  country  to  the  last,  and 
were  at  last  buried  in  its  ruins.  Cssar,  by  his 
power  and  cJemen<^,  had  subjugated  a  world ; 
all  bat  the  dark  and  unbending  soul  of  Oato. 
In  an  event  auiA  as  this,  (which  Heaven  avert,) 
let  the  little  band  to  which  it  is  my  pride  to 
bdong,  dare  in  the  reproach  as  they  share  in 
the  ^irit  of  the  last  of  the  Romans — that  spirit 
whic^  scorns  to  bow  before  any  earthly  power, 
nve  that  of  their  oountry  and  its  laws, 

Prvteat  of  (hs  Saiaton  from  Mauaehaett*. 

The  debate  having  idosed,  and  the  question 
being  about  to  be  tuen,  Itr.  WxamxB  roae  and 
addreaned  the  Senate  aa  follows : 

Mr.  Preradent :  Upon  the  troth  and  justice 
of  the  original  resolution  of  the  Sooate,  and 
upon  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to  pass  that 
resolution,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  eroress  my 

aiinions  at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  Pres- 
ent's protest  was  before  us.   Those  o|dnionB 
remun  altogether  unchanged. 

And  now,  h^  the  ooc^tution  secured  the  \ 
privilege  of  entering  a  fbotbst  on  the  journal, 
I  should  not  say  one  word  on  this  occanon; 
althoi^h,  if  what  is  now  proposed  shaU  be  ac- 
complished, I  know  not  wnat  would  have  been 
the  value  of  such  a  provirion,  however  formally 
or  etuvfuUy  It  might  have  been  inserted  In  the 
body  of  tmit  instrument. 

BnL  na  there  is  no  such  constdtutional  privi- 
lege I  can  (H1I7  fSBdCt  my  purpose  by  tfau  ad- 


dressing  the  Senile;  and  I  rise,  therefore,  to 
make  that  PBOTEST  in  this  manner,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  boe  of  the  coun- 
try,  which  I  cannot  present  in  any  other  form. 

I  speak  in  my  own  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of 
my  colleagne:  we  both  ^e^  as  Senators  from 
the  State  of  Uassadiusetts,  and,  as  snch,  we  sol- 
emnly PHOT  EST  against  this  whole  proceeding. 

We  deny  that  Senators  from  other  States 
have  any  power  or  authority  to  expnnge  any 
vote  or  votes  which  we  have  given  here,  and 
which  we  have  recorded,  agreeably  to  the  ex- 
press provimon  of  the  constitution. 

We  have  a  high  personal  interest,  and  the 
State  whose  ^presentatives  we  are,  has  also  a 
high  interest  in  the  entire  proservation  of  every 
part  and  parcel  of  the  reowd  of  our  conduct, 
aa  members  of  the  Senate. 

This  record  the  orastatntion  sdemnly  declarea 
shall  be  i^t;  but  the  ree(duti<m  before  the 
Senate  declares  that  this  record  shall  be  tx- 
punged. 

Whether  subterfuge  and  evasion,  and,  as  it 
appears  to  us,  the  degrading  mockery  of  draw- 
ing black  lines  upon  the  Journal,  shall  or  shall 
not  leave  our  names  and  our  votes  legible,  when 
this  violation  of  the  record  shall  have  been 
completed,  still  the  t^hns  '*  to  expunge  "  and 
the  terms  *'  to  keep,"  when  applied  to  a  record, 
import  ideas  exaouy  contradictory ;  as  much  so 
as  the  terms  "to  preserve"  and  the  terms  "to 
destroy." 

A  record  which  la  tacfungtd^  is  not  a  record 
which  is  Jc^%  any  more  than  a  record  whidi  la 
destroyed  can  be  a  record  which  is  pmened. 
The  part  expunged  is  no  longer  part  of  the  rec- 
ord; it  has  no  longer  a  legal  existence.  It 
cannot  be  c«rtafled  as  a  part  of  the  prooeediiu 
of  the  8«uite  for  any  purpose  of  proof  or  vn- 
denoe. 

The  object  of  the  provi^on  in  the  constitu- 
tion, as  we  think,  most  obviously  is,  that  the 

grooeedings  of  the  Senate  shall  be  preserved, 
1  writing,  not  for  the  present  only,  not  until 
published  only,  because  a  copy  of  the  printed 
jonroal  is  not  regular  legal  evidence ;  but  pre- 
served indefinit^ ;  preserved,  as  other  records 
are  preserved,  tiu  destn^ed  by  time  or  acn- 
dent. 

Every  one  must  see  that  matters  of  the  high- 
est importance  depend  on  the  pmnanent  pres- 
ervation of  the  jonraala  of  the  two  Houses. 
What  but  the  joumals  show  that  bills  have  beoi 
regularly  passed  into  laws,  tiirough  the  Bevenl 
stages ;  what  but  the  joomal  shows  who  are 
membera,  or  who  is  President,  or  Speaker,  or 
Secretary,  or  Clerk,  of  the  body  ?  What  but 
the  jonmal  contains  the  proof,  necessary  for  the 
Justification  of  those  .who  act  under  our  au- 
uiority,  and  who,  without  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing Eiuch  proo:^  must  stand  as  trespassers? 
What  out  the  journals  show  who  is  appointed, 
and  who  reacted,  by  us,  on  the  Presidoit'a 
nomination ;  or  who  is  eoquitte^  or  who  con- 
victed, in  trials  on  iinpeaobmeDt|  Inahwtili 
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there,  at  an^  time,  axij  other  regolar  and  l^al 
woof  of  lot  dome  by  the  Senate  than  the 
jonmal  itsdf  V 

The  idea,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  is  bound 
to  preserve  its  jonrnal  onlj  nntil  it  is  published, 
ana  then  may  alter,  matllate,  or  destroy  it  at 
pleanure,  appears  to  ns  one  of  the  moat  extraor- 
dinary sentiiaents  ever  advanced. 

We  are  deeply  grateftil  to  those  friends  who 
have  ^ovn,  with  so  mnoh  cleameaa,  that  all 
the  precedents  relied  on  to  jostify  or  to  excuse 
tbis  proceeding,  are  either  not  to  the  purpose, 
OTy  from  the  times  and  oircnmstanoes  at  and 
under  which  hwpeoed,  are  no  way  entitled 
to  reepeot  in  a  free  GoTenimeiit  wdrting  undw 
a  written  ooostitation.  Bat,  for  ourselves,  we 
stand  on  the  plain  words  of  that  owutitntiim 
itaelC  A  thousand  precedents  ebw where  made, 
whether  ancient  or  modem,  can  neither  rescind, 
nor  control,  nor  explain  away,  these  words. 

The  words  are,  "each  House  shall  xeep  a 
Journal  of  its  proceedings."  No  gloss,  no  in- 
genuity, no  speciooB  int^retation,  and  much 
leas  can  any  fur  or  Just  reasoning,  reconcile  the 
process  of  expunj^ng  with  the  plain  meaning 
of  these  words  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mon sense  and  honest  understanding  of  man- 
kind. 

If  the  Senate  may  now  expunge  one  part  of 
the  Jonmal  of  a  fimner  aesdon,  it  nu^,  with 
eqnu  auUiori^y,  expunge  another  part,  or  the 
wnde.  It  may  expunge  the  entire  reowd  of 
any  one  session,  ot  of  all  seedons. 

It  seems  to  us  InconceiTOble  how  au^  men 
can  regard  each  a  power,  and  its  exercise  at 
pleaanre,  as  consistent  with  the  injunction  of 
the  MHistitution.  It  can  make  no  difference 
what  is  the  completeness  or  incompleteness  of 
the  act  of  expunging,  or  by  what  means  done, 
whether  by  erasure,  obliteration,  or  deface- 
ment; if  by  defacement,  as  here  propmed, 
whether  one  word  or  many  words  are  written 
on  the  &ce  of  the  record;  whether  little  ink 
or  much  ink  is  shed  on  the  paper ;  or  whether 
some  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  original  writ- 
ten journal  may  yet  by  posubility  be  traced. 
If  the  act  done  he  an  act  to  ttqrange,  to  Uot 
out,  oUiterate,  to  erase  the  record,  then  the 
record  is  e^nnged,  Uotted  out,  obliterated, 
and  erased.  And  mutilation  and  alteration 
violate  the  record  as  much  as  obliteration  or 
erasnre.  A  record,  subsequently  altered,  is  not 
the  orif^nal  record.  It  no  k>nger  gives  a  jnst 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  no  longer  true.  It  is,  in  short,  no  journal  of 
the  real  and  actual  proceedings  of  tne  Senate, 
such  as  the  constitution  says  each  House  shall 
keep. 

The  constitution,  therefore,  is,  in  our  deliber- 
ate Judftment,  violated  by  this  proceeding  in  the 
most  pmxL  and  open  manner. 

The  constitution,  moreover,  provides  that 
the  y«u  and  naya^  on  any  question,  shall,  at 
tiie  request  of  one-fifth  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, he  entered  on  the  journal.  This  providon, 
most  manifBitiy,  i^ves  a  peracmal  li^  to  those 
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members  who  may  demand  it,  to  the  entry  and 
preservation  (rf  thor  votes  on  the  reooid  of  the 
proceedings  (rftbe  body,  not  for  <Hie  or  one 
year  only,  but  for  aU  tune.  There  the  ysos  and 
nayt  are  to  stand,  forever,  as  permanent  and 
lasting  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  members 
have  voted  on  ^eat  and  in^mtant  qneetiona 
before  them. 

But  it  is  now  Indsted  that  the  votes  of  mem- 
bers, taken  by  y«a$and  nays,  and  thus  entered 
on  the  journal,  as  matter  of  right,  ma^  still  be 
expun^d ;  so  that  that,  which  it  requires  more 
than  four-fifths  of  the  Senators  to  prevent  from 
being  put  on  the  JonnaaL  mi^,  neverthelese,  be 
strode  mS,  and  erased,  tae  next  moment^  or  at 
any  period  afterwards,  by  the  Till  of  a  mm 
in^(vU7 ;  or,  if  this  be  not  admitted,  then  the 
abmrdity  Is  ad(^ted  oS  maintaining  tiiat  this 
provIu<Hi  of  Uie  constitutkin  is  fulfilled  by 
merely  preserving  the  peat  and  nayt  on  the 
journal,  after  having  expunged  and  obliterated 
the  very  resolution,  at  the  very  questira,  on 
which  they  were  given,  and  to  which  alone 
they  refer ;  leaving  the  yea*  mid  naya  thus  a 
mere  Ust  of  names,  connected  with  no  subject, 
no  question,  no  vote.  We  put  it  to  the  impar- 
tial judgment  of  mankind,  if  this  proceediiu; 
be  not,  in  this  respect  also,  directly  and  pal- 
pably inoonsistent  with  the  constitution. 

We  protest,  in  the  most  solemn  mannw,  that 
other  Senators  have  no  authority  to  deprive  us 
o£  our  personal  rights,  secured  to  us  by.  tho 
otmstitution,  either  by  expun^ng,  or  obliterat* 
lug,  or  mutilating,  or  de&t^ng,  the  record  of 
our  votes,  duly  entered  by  vmu  and  naut;^  or 
by  expunging  and  obliteraung  the  xesdutions 
or  questions  on  wUch  those  votes  were  ^v«a 
snd  recorded. 

We  have  seen,  with  deep  and  ^oere  pain, 
the  Legislatures  of  respectable  States  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  of  those  States  to  vote  for  and 
support  this  violation  of  the  Journal  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  this  pain  is  infinitely  increased  by  our 
fail  belief;  and  entire  conviction,  that  most,  if 
not  all  these  proceedings  <tf  States,  had  tour 
orijpn  in  promptings  from  Washington ;  that 
they  have  oeen  urgently  reqnasted  and  inristad 
on  as  being  necessary  to  the  accoimlisbment 
of  tike  intoided  purpose ;  and  that  it  U  nothing 
else  bnt  the  influence  and  power  of  the  execu- 
tive branch  of  this  Government  which  has 
brought  the  L^datnres  of  so  many  of  the  free 
States  of  this  Union  to  quit  the  sphere  of  their 
ordinary  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operat- 
ing to  accomplish  a  measure,  in  our  judgment, 
so  unconstitutional,  so  dero^tory  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  Seni^  and  marked  with  so  broad 
an  impression  of  compliance  with  power. 

But  this  resolution  is  to  pass.  We  expect  it. 
That  cause,  which  has  been  powerful  enough 
to  influence  so  many  State  Legislatures,  will 
^ow  itself  powerflil  enough,  eqtedally  with 
such  uds,  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion here. 

We  make  up  onr  minds  to  behold  the  speo- 
tal^  wUoh  ia  to  ensue. 


Digitized  by 


DBBAIX8  OF  OONOBSSa 


1S( 


Jimutr,  18ST.] 


TTe  collaot  oonelvM  to  ^ook  on,  in  silenoe, 
while  a  BO«ie  la  exhibited  irhiofa,  if  we  did  not 
T^gard  it  as  rnthlew  riolation  of  a  sacred  instni- 
ment,  would  appear  to  w  to  be  little  Crated 
above  ib»  efaanioteT  tjS  a  oontemptible  ftroe. 

The  floene  we  ihall  behold,  and  himdredB  of 
Ameiloan  dtiieiu^  as  manjr  as  taaj  crowd  into 
these  lobUes  and  galleries,  win  behold  It  also : 
with  what  ftw*l'wg»,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say. 

Bnt  we  PBOiiBT,  we  most  solemnly  ntOTBsr, 
against  the  sabstanoe  and  agidnst  the  manner 
m  this  prooeedii^f,  against  its  object,  agi^t  its 
form,  and  against  its  effect.  We  tell  yon  that 
yon  hare  no  right  to  mar  or  mntilato  the  rec- 
ord of  oar  Totes  given  here,  and  recorded  ao- 
oording  to  the  constitntion ;  we  toll  70a  that 
70a  m&7  as  well  erase  the  yea$  and  na^t  on 
aaj  other  qiiestioii  or  relation,  or  on  all  qnes- 
tions  and  resolntions^  as  on  this ;  we  toll  jon 
that  yon  have  lost  as  much  right  to  falsify  the 
reooral,  by  ao  utering  it  as  to  main  tu  appear 
to  have  voted,  on  any  qnostion,  as  we  did  not 
vote,  as  yon  have  to  erase  a  reoord,  and  make 
that  page  a  blank,  in  which  oar  votes,  as  they 
were  actoally  given  and  recorded,  now  stand. 
The  one  proceeding,  as  It  appears  to  ns,  is  as 
znnoh  a  falmfioation  of  tJie  record  as  the  other. 

Hoviog  made  this  PEOTEST,  onr  duty  is 
performed.  We  rescue  our  own  uames^  char- 
aotor,  aud  honor,  from  all  participation  m  this 
matter ;  and  whatever  the  wayward  character 
of  the  times,  the  headlong  and  plunging  spirit 
of  party  devotion,  or  tbe  fear  or 'the  love  <tf 
power,  may  have  been  able  to  bring  about  else- 
where, we  desire  to  thank  Ood  tbM  th^  have 
not,  as  yet,  overcome  the  h)Te  of  liberty,  fideli- 
1y  to  tnw  repnbliean  principles,  and  a  sacred 
regard  for  the  constitution,  in  that  Stato  whose 
B(m  was  drenched,  to  a  mire,  by  the  first  and 
best  blood  of  the  Sevolutiou.  Massachusetts, 
as  yet,  has  not  been  conquered ;  and  while  we 
have  uie  honor  to  hold  seats  here  as  her.  Sena- 
tors, we  shall  never  consent  to  a  sacrifice  either 
of  her  rights,  or  onr  own ;  we-sball  never  fail 
to  oppose  what  we  r^ard  as  a  plun  and  open 
violation  of  &e  constitution  of  the  coontry ;  and 
we  should  have  thought  ourselves  wholly  im- 
worthy  of  her  if  we  had  not,  with  all  the 
acAemuity  and  earnestness  in  onr  power,  pho- 
TKsrrsD  against  the  adoption  <»f  the  resolution 
now  before  the  Senate. 

Tbe  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  as  amended, 

Mr.  Benton  demuided  the  yeas  and  nays; 
wMoh  were  ordered. 

He  then  moved  that  the  blanks  in  the  resolu- 
tion bo  filled  by  inserting  tbe  16th  day  of  Jan- 
uary. It  was  agreed  to ;  and,  having  been  done. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  adoption  itf  tlie  resolutum.  in  the  follow- 
ing form: 

Sttolviian  io  exp%tHgefrom  the  Journal  tha  retolu- 
tion  of  iht  Senate  ofMardt  28, 1834,  tn  relation 
to  Prtndtnt  Jaekton,  and  iht  mnotnl  of  thtda- 

on  tbe  26b  dqr  of  DeooBber,  In  tbe 


gwlStS,  the  ioUowing  reeolve  wu  mored  by  the 

'*Rm)bied,  Thtt  (Hsmiaang  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  ^eastuy,  becMiee  he  would  not,  contrSry  to 
his  own  seose  of  duty,  remove  tbe  money  of  the 
United  States  in  deposit  with  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  and  its  hnuudies,  in  ocHiformity  with  the  Presd- 
deid'a  opinion,  and  by  ^^wintiiig  bis  sncceasor  to 
effect  sods  remoTsl,  which  has  been  done,  the  Presi- 
dent has  assumed  the  ezerdae  of  a  power  ov«r  the 
Ttassnry  of  tbe  United  States  not  gnnted  Urn  ^ 
tbe  ooi»titDti<Bt  and  laws,  and  daogeroae  to  tbe 
lilwrdes  of  tiie  pe<^e ;  ** 

Whii^  proposed  r^olve  was  altered  and  changed 
by  the  mover  thweof,  on  tbe  28th  day  of  Mareh, 
in  the  year  1884,  bo  as  to  read  as  follows : 

^^Jtiaolved,  That,  in  tatdog  opcm  himself  the  re- 
spcHisiUlity  ot  removing  the  dqiosit  of  the  publio 
money  from  tiie  Bank  of  tbe  United-  States,  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States  has  assumed  tbe 
exercise  of  a  power  over  the  Tieasoiy  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  to  bun  by  the  oonstituUoa  and 
laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people ; " 

Which  resdve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  tbe 
mover  thereof^  oa  the  same  day  and  year  last  men- . 
tioned,  wu  ftuther  altered,  so  as  to  read  in  these 
words: 

"  Eetolved,  That  the  Preoidect,  in  tbe  late  cxeoo- 

tive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has 
assumed  upon  nimsdf  authority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  tbe  oonstitaticnk  aud  laws,  but  in  derogsp 
tion  of  both ; "  ■ 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  eaid  re80lT& 
on  the  same  day  and  year  last  menUoned,  was  adopted 
by  tbe  Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  «f 
that  body,  and,  as  such,  now  remuos  upon  the  jour- 
nal thereof : 

And  whereas  the  s^d  resolve  was  not  warranted 
by  the  consUtution,  and  was  irregidarij  and  ill^ally 
adopted  by  the  S^iate,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
defence  wUcb  beloitted  to  every  citizen,  and  in 
Bubversioa  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  law  and 
justioe;  faecanae  President  Jucluon  was  tberd>y 
adjudged  and  pronoonced  to  l>e  giulty  of  an  impeaoh* 
able  offence,  and  a  sterna  pitted  upon  him,  as  a 
violator  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  tbe  laws  and 
constitution,  which  be  was  swchu  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend,  without  going  throu^  the  fmna 
of  an  impeachment,  and  without  allowi^  to  him  the 
benefits  of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence : 

And  whereas  the  s^d  resolve,  in  all  Its  various 
sh^MS  and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in 
point  of  fact,  and  therefore  ui^ust  and  unrighteous, 
as  well  as  irregulw  and  unauthorized  hy  the  constt- 
tution ;  because  the  said  Pre^dent  Jackson,  neither 
in  the  act  of  dlsodesing  Ur.  Duooe,  nor  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Kr.  Taney,  asnedflsd  in  tbe  first  finm 
of  the  restive;  nor  in  taiias  i^ton  himself  Ae 
reqranriUUty  of  removing  tbe  dqwdts,  as  q>eclfied 
in  the  second  f<xm  <tf  the  same  rescdve ;  nor  in  any 
act  whidi  was  then  or  can  now  be  spedfied  under 
tbe  vague  and  ambufuous  terms  of  the  general  de- 
nnndmon  contained  in  the  tlurd  and  last  form  of 
the  resolve,  ^  do  or  oonunlt  any  act  in  violation  or 
in  deronUon  tiS  the  laws  and  oons^tion,  or  danger- 
ous to  ue  liberties  of  the  people : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was 
nnoertiun  and  ambifuons,  containing  nothing  but  a 
loose  and  floating  raia^  for  denoting  from  the 
laws  and  oonstitutitm,  and  sssnmhig  ungranted 
power  and  anthoil^  bi  the  Isto  executive  ptooeedii^ 
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inrelatknitotbepiiUioreTenae;  wftboot  qtedf^ing 
what  part  of  thfi  executive  proceedings,  or  what  put 
frf  tbe  poWo  revwue,  wu  intended  to  be  rafCTred 
to ;  or  what  pwtB  of  Uie  lawi  and  oonatitution  irere 
8ap[>oeed  to  hare  been  inMnged ;  or  in  what  part  of 
the  Union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  administration, 
these  late  proceeding  were  aapp(»ed  to  have  taken 
place ;  tfawebjr  potting  each  Senator  at  liberty  to 
vote  in  &Tor  of  the  reacdve  upon  a  separate  and 
secret  reastm  own,  and  leaving  the  grotmd  of 
the  Senate's  judgment  to  be  jessed  at  b;  uie  poUio, 
and  to  be  difi^mitly  and  diversely  interrupted  by 
Indiridoal  Senators,  according  to  the  private  and 
parUcuIar  nndentandbg  of  each ;  contrMj  to  all  the 
ends  of  jnstice,  and  to  all  the  forms  of  l«al  or  judi- 
cial proceedings;  to  tbe  great  prejadice  of  the 
accused,  who  could  not  know  against  what  to  defend 
himself;  and  to  tiie  loss  c£  senatorial  lespmslUl- 
ity,  by  shielding  Senators  from  pnbHo  accountabil- 
ity for  making  up  a  judgment  upon  grounds 
which  the  public  cannot  know,  and  which,  if 
known,  might  prove  insufficient  In  law,  or  onfounded 
in  fact: 

And  whereas  the  q»edScation  oontsined  in  the 
first  and  seomd  Ibnni  of  the  rewdve  lianng  twen 
otijeeted  to  in  debate,  and  diown  to  be  innilBdeiit 
to  sustain  tlie  charges  tbejr  were  adduced  to  soppcni, 
and  it  being  well  believed  that  no  minority  could  be 
obtained  to  vote  for  the  sdd  spedfications,  and  the 
same  having  been  actually  withdrawn  by  the  mover 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  Senate,  in  coosequeoce  of 
such  olyection  and  belief,  and  b^m  any  Toto  taken 
ttiereupon ;  the  said  spedfloaHinis  could  not  aft^ 
wards  be  admitted  by  any  rule  (tf  parliamentary 
practice,  or  any  principle  <^  l^al  implication, 
secret  intendment,  or  mental  reservation,  to  ronwn 
and  continue  a  part  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
trom  which  they  were  thus  withdrawn;  and,  if  they 
could  be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  be  aaffloieiit 
to  sustain  the  diaigea  therein  contained : 

And  whereas  the  Senate  being  the  oonstitDtfonal 
tribunal  fiir  tbe  trial  of  tbe  Presideut,  when  charged 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  oITenoea 
against  the  laws  and  tbe  constitution,  the  adoption 
of  tbe  said  resolvei,  before  any  impeachment  preferred 
hf  the  House,  was  a  breach  of  Uie  privities  of  the 
House ;  not  warranted  by  tbe  conMitotion ;  a  sub- 
veraion  <tf  justice ;  a  pr^odi cation  of  a  qussticai 
wbleb  might  l^ally  oome  before  the  Senate ;  and  a 
disqualification  of  that  body  to  perform  its  constitn- 
tiotul  duty  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  if  the  Presi- 
dent should  thereafter  be  r^ulariy  impeached  by  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives  for  the  same  ofCsnoe : 

And  whereas  the  temperate,  respectful,  and  argu- 
mentative defence  and  protest  of  tbe  Freadent  against 
tbe  aforesaid  proceeding  of  the  Senate  was  rejected 
and  repulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted  to  Iw  a 
iH-each  of  its  {>rivtl<«es,  and  was  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  on  its  joum^  orprintedamong  itadocumrats, 
while  all  memorials,  petitions,  resolves,  and  re- 
monstrances, agiunst  the  Present,  howevo-  violent 
or  unfounded  and  calculated  to  in&uoe  the  people 
against  him,  were  duly  and  honor^ly  received,  en- 
comiaMloally  commented  npon  in  nwecbes,  read  at 
tbe  table,  ordwed  to  be  printed  with  tbe  long  list 
of  names  attached,  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
fbr  eon^deration,  filed  away  among  the  public  arcliires, 
and  now  constitote  a  part  ti  the  puUie  docnments 
of  tiie  Senate,  to  be  banded  down  to  tbe  latest 
posterior: 

And  irtMreas  Uw  itiA  naolm  ms  ifdndnnd, 
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debated,  and  adopted  at  s  time  and  under 
atenoea  wUdi  bad  the  eflbet  of  ocHipenttiiw  widi 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States  In  tbe  parrtddd  attempt 
whldi  tliat  institution  was  then  making  to  produce 
a  panio  and  pressure  in  the  country;  to  destroy  the 
ocmfidenoe  of  the  people  inPreddent  Jackson,  to  par* 
alyze  his  administration;  to  govern  the  elections; 
to  bankrupt  tbe  State  banks;  ruin  their  currency; 
fill  tbe  whole  Union  with  terror  and  distoess;  and 
thereby  to  eitort  from  the  soSerings  and  the  alarms 
of  the  pe<n)le  'the  restoration  of  tbe  depomts  and  the 
renewal  of  its  charter : 

And  whereas  tiie  said  resolve  Is  of  evil  example 
and  dangerous  precedent,  and  abould  never  have 
been  received,  debated,  or  adopted  }xj  the  Senate, 
«■  admitted  to  entry  upon  its  journal :  Wherefore, 

jRuolved,  That  the  sud  resolve  be  expunged  from 
the  journal:  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Seve* 
tary  ii£  the  Senate,  at  socb  timo  as  the  Senate  m^ 
appoint,  shall  Imng  tbe  manuscript  journal  <£  the 
season  I88S-'84  bto  the  Senate,  and,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Senate,  draw  blade  lines  round  the  said  resolve, 
and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in  Strong  lettera^ 
the  following  words :  "  Expunged  by  order  of  the 
Senate,  itia  16tb  day  of  Jannaty,  In  iba  year  of  our 
Lotd  1887." 

On  agreeiDg  to  this  resdntion,  Qie  vote  vas 
as  follows : 

Tub. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  D*ni| 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  « 
AliJiirmo^  Unn,  Iforris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  P«^,  lUvcfl^ 
Robinson,  Rugeles,  Sevier,  Strange,  nUmadge^ 
Tipton,  WalkerTWall,  Wright— 24. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewhig  of  Otuo,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Moore,  PrcntiaB,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Boutbard, 
Swift,  TmnUnson,  Webater,  White— 19. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  ta 

"ib.  Bekton,  observing  that  no&lng  nov 
remained  tmt  for  tbe  ^wsn^aij  to  carry  Into 
effect  the  order  of  the  Senate,  moved  that  that 
be  forthwith  done. 

The  Secretary  thereupon  prodnoed  the  record 
of  the  Senate,  and,  opemng  it  at  the  page  which 
contained  the  resolntion  to  be  expunged,  did, 
in  the  presence  of  saoh  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  as  remained,  (many  having  retired,) 
proceed  to  draw  black  lines  entirely  round  the 
resolntioD,  and  to  indorse  across  tbe  lines  the 
words  "  ExpoDged  by  order  of  the  Senate,  this 
16th  day  of  Jannary,  188T." 

No  sooner  had  ^is  been  done,  than  hissea^ 
load  and  repeated,  were  heud  from  Tariou 
parts  Qt  the  gallery. 

The  Chaib,  (Ur.  Erao^  of  Akbama.)  Clear 
the  galleriea. 

Mr.  Bkkton.  I  hope  tbe  gslleries  will  not 
be  deared,  as  many  innoceDt  persons  wiU  be 
ezoloded,  who  have  been  gailty  of  no  yiolatiou 
of  order.  Let  the  raffiana  who  have  made  the 
disturbance  alone  be  apprehended.  I  hope  tbe 
Sergeant-at-arms  will  bo  directed  to  enter  the 
gallery,  and  seize  the  millans,  ascertaining  who 
they  are  in  the  best  way  he  can.  Let  him 
prebend  them,  and  bring  them  to  the  bar  of 
the  Senate.  Let  him  seize  the  bank  ruffians. 
I  hope  that  they  will  not  now  be  suffered  to 
iuanU  the  Sen^  as  they  did  whrn  it  wai 
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under  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the-  United 
States,  when  mffiana,  with  arms  upon  them, 
insulted  us  with  imponitj.  Let  them  be  takeu 
and  hronght  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate.  Here  is 
one  just  above  me,  that  maj  easUj  be  identi- 
fied— ^the  bank  mfflans  I 

The  order  to  clear  the  galleries  was  revoked, 
and  tiie  Sergeant-at-arms  directed  to  proceed 
into  the  gaUeries  and  apprehend  the  persons 
vho  had  created  the  disorder.  In  a  verj  few 
minutes  the  Sergeant-at-arma  retaroed,  and 
reported  to  the  Chair  that  he  bad  apprehended 
an  individual,  and  had  him  in  custody. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  that  he  be  bronght  to  the 
bar  of  the  Senate. 

ICr.  HoBBis  opposed  the  motion,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays ;  which,  being  ordered  and 
taken,  stood — ^yeas  17,  nays  8.  So  the  motion 
waa  carried. 

It  was  BQg$;ested  by  Hr.  Moore  that  there 
was  not  a  qoomm  present,  and  the  Ghidr  at 
first  so  decided.  Bat,  on  being  reminded  that 
one  of  the  Sciyators  from  LodAana  had  resign- 
ed, 25  was  a  m^ority  of  .the  4d  renudning,  he 
declared  tiiat  a  qtu>mm  was  prwent. 

Mr.  MoOBH  now  moved  an  a^onnunent; 
tmt  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  So^eant-at-anns  now  prodnced  and 
presented  an  individual  at  the  bar  of  the  Ben- 
ate.  - 

[He  was  a  tall,  wen-dressed  man,  wrapped 
in  a  black  overcoat.] 

Mr.  Benton  aud  that,  as  the  individual  had 
been  taken  from  among  the  respectable  au- 
dience in  the  gallery,  and  had  been  presoited 
in  this  public  manner  with  all  eyes  fixed  upon 
him,  he  bad  perh^s  been  sufficientiy  pnn- 
i^ed  in  his  feelings.  Mr.  B.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  push  the  proceedings  any  further,  and 
therefore  moved  uiat  he  be  disdia^^  from 
onstody. 

Mr.  HoBBis  considered  the  whole  proceeding 
as  very  extraordinary.  If  the  individual  had 
been  worthy  of  arr^  he  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  defence.  A  citizen  had  been 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  not  in- 
formed for  what  reason,  nor  of  what  offence 
he  stood  oharged ;  and  now  it  was  moved  that, 
witbont  a  bearing,  he  be  discharged  firom  cus- . 
tody.  Call  "you  this  (md  Mr.  M.)  the  justice 
of  the  Senate  of  the  Uaited  States  f  Is  it  in 
this  manner  that  citizens  are  to  be  treated  f  It 
appears  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding. 

Mr.  Sbtixb  moved  an  a^Jonmment;  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Bobinson,  near  whose  seat  the  person 
apprehended  then  stood,  proposed  that  the  in- 
dividual have  an  opportunity  to  purge  himself 
by  oath  from  the  contempt.  The  Senate  were 
not  to  presume  him  goilty ;  and  if  he  was  will- 
ing to  swear  that  he  intended  no  contempt,  he 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MoRBiB  demanded  tike  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  for  his  disduuge ;  and  they  were 
ordered  acoordii^y. 

Ur.  BmoK  oSaerred  Oat  U  the  faidiTidiial 
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was  ready  to  go  to  the  Clerk's  table,  and  there, 
by  oath,  to  puTge  himself  of  the  contempt,  he 
had  no  objection.   Let  him  do  so. 

Mr.  Bobinson  now  stated,  on  behalf  of  the 
person  apprehended,  that  he  was  willing  and 
ready  to  answer  interrogatories. 

Mr.  Benton  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion 
for  his  discharge. 

The  Ohazb  remdnded  him  that  he  oonld  not 
do  tbia,  inasmnoh  as  the  yeas  and  m^a  npon  it 
had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  MoBBiB  was  strongly  opposed  to  having 
the  individual  suddenly,  without  warning,  and 
without  opportunity  to  consult  counsel,  brought 
forward  to  take  his  oath,  and  undergo  interrog- 
atories. It  would  be  better  to  give  him  mitil 
to-morrow,  that  he  might  have  some  leisure  for 
reflection.  He  bad  bun  bronght  up  here  be- 
fore the  Senate  of  the  UDited  Statics,  and  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
require  bim  thus  suddenly  to  be  put  npon  oath 
in  his  defence  was  wrong. 

He  concluded  by  moving  an  a^onniitfent. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and 
Drd««d  on  the  motion  to  a^onrn. 

Mr.  Stbanoe  tfaon^  thf^  If  the  individnal 
was  wilUng  now  to  be  sworn,  and  to  nndn-go 
intem^tories,  he  was  certainly  the  best  Jn^we 
of  his  own  rights.  He  best  knew  what  he 
could  undergo,  and  there  was  no  need  th^ 
Senators  should  become  his  advocates. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  if  the  man  wished  to 
purge  himself  on  oath,  now,  here,  in  the  pres- 
enoe  of  the  Senate,  it  was  very  welL  Let  him 
do  so.  But  if  he  wanted  to  go  away  and  con- 
sult a  lawyer,  if  he  must  ask  a  lawyer  to-mor- 
row before  he  could  tell  whether  he  meant  to 
inanlt  the  Smate  to-n^t,  he  was  qwosed  to 
it.  If  be  was  ready  to  swear,  let  bim  do  it,  bnt 
no  consulting  with  lawyers. 

The  Chaib  stated  to  Mr.  Mobbu  that  the  in* 
dividual  in  custody  was  not  bronght  up  without 
a  charge,  as  that  Senator  seemed  to  intimate. 
He  was  ohai^d  with  disorderly  conduct  in  the 
prosenoe  of  the  Senate,  and  ttie  law  gave  the 
Senate,  as  it  gave  a  court  of  justice,  power  to 
protect  itself  in  all  such  cases,  by  a  summary  pro- 
ceeding, and  on  the  evidence  of  its  own  senses. 

Mr.  Bobinson  again  said  that  the  individnal 
in  crustody  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  puig- 
ing  himself  from  the  contempt. 

Borne  oonfudon  prevailed.  But  the  motion 
for  his  dischaiip  being  pressed,  the  question 
was  put,  and  dmided  as  follom : 

Tus.— Uesara.  Benton,  Brovn,  Budiaiian,  Dana, 
Ewii^  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hnb- 
bard,  ^ng  of  Alabama,  Linn,  linohokl,  Niles,  Ptg^ 
Rives,  Roblnsoa,  Kugslea,  Sevier,  TaUnudge,  Tiptcni, 
Walker,  WWte,  Wri3itH-28. 

Kat.— Mr.  Wall— 1. 

The  individual  was  accordingly  discharged 
from  custody. 

The  individual  referred  to  thereupon  ad- 
vanced, and,  addressing  the  Chair,  sud : 

"  Mr.  Preddent,  am  I  not  to  be  pcimitted  to 
^eak  in  mj  own  deftooet  *' 
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The  Ohaib,  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms :  **  Take 
himontl" 
The  Senate  thai  a^onnwd. 


TuxsDAT,  January  17. 
Aiol^en     Staeery  in  tAe  LiUriat  €(f 

Mr.  Bjkst,  bavin  gpreflented  a  memorial  from 
the  grand  junr  of  WasbiDgton  oomi^,  protests 
log  against  ue  interference  of  tsSSa^soSk  from 
distant  States  in  respect  to  tiie  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia^  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  MoBBis  said  that  he-  had  hundreds  of 
petitions  to  present  for  the  abolition  of  salvery ; 
and,  therefore,  he  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  queation>of  printing  the  memorial 
■which  hod  just  been  presented.   Not  ordered. 

Mr.  HijBBABD  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland.  (Mr,  Kkst,)  whether  it  would  not 
he  as  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  this  important  document,  for  the  purpose  of 
dlatribntion,  as  it  might  be  prodnotive  of  good. 

Mr.  Oalhock  said  that  he  would  make  that 
motion.  It  was  a  moat  important  ps»er,  and 
there  was  one  part  of  it  at  whidi  be'  most 
heartily  K)j(deed.  It  took  the  trae  po^on — 
that  abolition  petitions  shoold  not  be  received. 
There  was  a  dangerous  and  mischievous  spirit 
at  work  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  con- 
nected with  this  question.  It  was  only  at  the 
last  session  tiiat  he  had  contended  for  what  the 
memorialists  surest  to  Congress.  He  had 
oi^^  that  very  point,  and  he  found  himself 
in  a  very  considerable  minority.  He  hoped  that 
such  would  not  be  the  case  now  he  was  sup- 
porting this  motion.  He  would  second  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  trustdnff  that 
he  would  renew  it,  and  be  indulged  wi&  tite 
Teas  and  nays. 

Hr.  HvBBASD  remarked  that  he  had  aoggest- 
ed  to  the  Senator  the  printing  of  an  extra 
nnmber,  not  on  account  of  his  own  feelings 
partionlariy,  but  because  he  believed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  individuals  in  different  parts  of  the 
conntry  on  this  subject  were  predicated  upon 
the  supposed  fact  that  the  people  living  in  the 
DLsitriot  of  Columbia  were  in  favor  of  tiie  al>o- 
lition  of  slavery  from  among  tbem. 

Mr.  NiLEB  said  that  the  question  was  not 
whether  petitioners  in  general  stood  upon  a 
somewhat  different  ground  from  the  present 
residents  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bat 
whether  the  sulfjeot-matter  was  proper  for 
Oonjpvss  to  entertain,  even  bo  far  as  to  print  a 
petition  which  might  operate  on  publio  senti- 
nwnt  For  his  own  he  wished  that  Con- 
gress would  act  deoidedly  on  this  a^tating 
topic.  He  had  no  donbt  that  these  petitioners 
had  a  deep  interest  in  what  tbey  requested. 
But,  nevertheless,  the  question  was  the  same 
as  respected  both  classes  of  petitioners,  and 
was  one  which  Congress  could  not  go  into  at 
•IL  'Whenthesol^ectwwnotat  iMment  dia- 
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cussed  by  the  public,  and  when  it  was  dedrable 
that  tranqnillity  should  be  preserved,  why,  he 
asked,  should  the  Senate  of  the  Unitod  States 
agitato  the  question  now?  He  reooUected 
perfectly  well,  that  at  the  last  session  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  went  so  far  as  to 
protest  against  the  reception  of  a  ungle  peti- 
tion, though,  to  be  sure,  coming  from  ^ose  not 
having  the  same  interest  as  the  gentieman 
whose  memorial  was  now  b^ore  the  Senate, 
but  still  such  an  interest  as  gave  them  a  right 
to  come  here.  The  rale  in  regard  to  the  right 
of  petiti<m  must  apply  equally  and  iUriy,  and 
give  no  preftemee  to  me  portion  <rf  the  oom- 
monity  over  another.  He  was,  then,  he  must 
say,  altc^ther  opposed  to  printing  the  memori- 
al, and'[£onld  vote  against  the  adoption  of  that 
course.  The  printing  of  an  extra  number  of 
copies  would  produce  no  good  effect,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  wonld  cause  the  subject  to_  be 
again  a^tated  In  various  parts  of  the  Union. 
His  honorable  friend  (Mr,  Hubbabd)  s^med  to 
think  that  by  the  distribution  of  ^the  memorial 
a  ^ood  effect  might  be  produced  on  the  pnblio 
mmd.  He  conld  not  agree  with  him  on  that 
point  and  must  repeat  that  the  subject  was  one 
which  Congress  ought  not  to  entertain,  inas- 
much 08  it  was  not  proper  that  tiiey  shonld  act 
on  one  dde  of  the  qnestion  and  not  on  the 
other. 

Mr.  Bbown  said  be  intended  to  vote  against 
the  extra  number.  If  he  were  to  vote  to  print 
an  extraordinary  number  of  the  memorial  sent 
here  by  the  grand  Jury,  it  would  imply  that 
tha«  was  some  danger  of  Congress  being  about 
to  l^slate  on  the  subject  He  repeated  that 
should  an  extra  number  be  ordered,  the  idea 
would  be  spread  abrcMid,  and  reasons  ^ven  to 
-suspect,  that  Congress  intended  to  act  in  the 
matter.  Now,  as  ne  did  not  brieve  that  there 
was  the  slightest  ground  for  any  such  appre- 
henaion,  as  no  such  action  was  entertmned  by 
either  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  he 
was  utterly  averse  to  do  any  aet  which  had  a 
tendowyto  create  that  idea.  Bu^beddesthat^ 
it  did  appear  to  him  somewhat  novel  to  ask  for 
the  printing  of  an  extraordinary  number  of  a 
document  coming  from  private  indlvidoals.  * 

Undoubtedly,  tiie  proper  course  of  gentlemen 
was,  not  to  do  any  act  here  which  would  pro- 
mote agitation.  Now,  he  contended  that  the 
printing  of  the  document  in  question,  and  the 
dissemination  of  it  throughout  the  country, 
did,  in  some  degree,  tend  to  increase  the  agita- 
tion in  reference  to  this  question. 

Why,  then,  he  would  ask,  shonld  the  Senate  of  . 
the  United  States  lend  its  sanction  to  a  course 
which  would  imkioe  tiie  country  to  believe  that 
it  purposed  acting  on  the  subject  of  slavery  ? 
There  being  no  ground  to  apprehend  any  Bi«;h 
movement  on  the  part  of  Congress,  he  would 
do  nothing  to  lend  his  sanction  to  the  supposi- 
tion that  Congress  intended  to  interfere  with 
the  matter. 

Mr.  LisiT  said  he  wonld  be  pleased  to  know 
whether  any  pnwtioal  bemftta  wen  likdj  to 
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grow  out  of  eiranlsfin^  hj  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate, copies  of  the  doooment  nov  proposed  to 
1)6  printed.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  proper 
remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Oolombia  eompliuiied,  ana  concern- 
ing which  they  had  directed  the  attention  of 
Congress}  Was  their  propertj'  in  danger? 
Were  the  laws  insufficient  to  protect  tbelr 
sUtves?  If  so,  let  ns  then  march  directlj  op 
to  the  subject^  and  enact  snch  as  will  afford 
ample  eecority.  For  measures  of  a  practical 
natare,  he  woald  gire  his  vote  with  great  pleas- 
ure. He  said  ho  was  well  aware  that  questions 
of  this  kind  came  np  here,  and  inddoitaUj  im- 
pressed persons  at  a  distance  with  the  idea  fliat 
Congress  wished  to  deprive  them  of  tike  right 
to  be  heard  here,  and  of  the  riffht  to  petition. 
Kotbiog,  in  his  opinion,  was  more  erroneons. 
Befase  to  receive  and  hear  an  abolition  peti- 
tion, and  yon  render  the  abolitionists  a  thousand 
times  more  active  and  indnstrions  in  propagat- 
ing their  doctrines,  and  more  saooessfdl  in  en- 
listinflf  the  s^pathies  in  their  &vor  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  inherent  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  assemble  and  petition  for  a  redress  of 
grievances.  He  never  had  voted,  nor  never 
wonld  vote,  for  the  printing  and  disseminating 
an  abolition  memorial;  so  likewise. he  wonld 
not  lend  his  Md  for  tite  printing  of  tiiii  doeu- 
ment  in  fovor  of  slavery. 

On  the  great  question  of  slavery,  the  consti- 
tnticm  and  law»  wonld  find  ample  support  in 
the  good  sfflise  of  the  ^reat  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  to 
insure  tranquillity,  was  to  let  this  exciting  topic 
alone. 

Hr.  H osms  renewed  his  motion  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  printing 
flu  usual  munber  of  coi^ee— yeaa  til,  nays  6. 


WiDinsDAT,  January  18. 

If  r.  Cttthbsbt,  <tf  Georg^  appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 


Thubsdat,  January  19. 

Hon.  TuoMiB  Clathht,  Senator  elect  £rom 
the  State  of  Delaware,  appeared,  was  q;iialified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  Ueesue  was  moe&nA.  team 
the  FMidflnt  of  the  U^tod  States : 

7b  iit  Senate  of  tA«  CTnitarf  Stata : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  die  Senate 
dated  the  16th  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  and  a  traD»- 
latiOQ  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  Jaly 
Iwt,  by  the  President  of  the  Mexksan  RepobUc,  and 
a  e<^  of  my  reply  to  tiw  sbdm  <hi  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember. No  other  eommoidoation  on  the  sofajsct  of' 
die  resototion  reflmed  to  baa  bran  Made  to  the 
IzeeutiTe  by  any  other  f<»dgn  Government,  or  by 
ai^  poBim  dalndBg  to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexico. 

ANDBBW  JACKSON. 
Winnrami^  /oMMiy  18, 188f. 


[TaaaiLAxioK.] 

7X<  PmiduU  of  the  Mexican  EemAlic  to  th*  JPn^ 
dento/the  United  Btatee. 

CoLVKBu,  (n  l^ZAS,)  /Wy  4,  1886. 

VrCH  BTmiD  Sib:  In  flilfilment  of  the  dutiea 
whidi  patriotian  and  honor  impose  upon  a  public 
man,  I  came  to  this  country  at  the  bead  of  eix 
thouaand  Mexicans.  The  chances  of  war,  made 
inevitable  by  circomstaQcea,  reduced  me  to  the  con- 
dition ctf  a  prisons,  in  wlddi  I  still  remain,  as  you 
may  liave  already  learned.  The  disposition  evinced 
by  Qenoral  Samuel  Houston,  the  commander-in-cfaief 
of  the  Texiaiv  anny,  and  by  his  Buccessw,  General 
ThoiQM  J.  Riok,  for  the  tennination  the  war,  ttie 
dedsicm  of  the  President  and  cabinet  of  Te^  in 
&vor  <tf  a  proper  compromise  between  Uie  contend- 
ing paHiee,  and  my  own  conviction,  prodaoed  the 
cODventions  of  wtiich  I  send  yoa  copies  mdosed, 
and  the  ordan  g^ven  by  me  to  General  filisola,  my 
second  in  cranmand,  to  retire  fhun  the  river  Brazoa, 
where  he  was  poated,  to  the  otiier  aide  of  tiie  river 
Bravo  del  Xorte. 

Aa  there  was  no  doubt  that  General  Ulisola  would 
religiously  comply,  so  far  as  concerned  himself^  the 
President  and  cabinet  u;reed  that  I  shoold  set  off 
for  Mexico,  fai  order  to  fulfil  the  other  engagements; 
uid,  witii  that  Intent  I  embarked  on  Imrd  the 
schooner  bivIndUe,  wbidi  was  to  carry  me  to  the 
port  oi  Vera  Cniz.  Unfortunately,  however,  some 
indiscreet  persons  raised  a  mob,  whidi  obliged  the 
authorities  to  have  me  landed  by  force,  and  broi^t 
bacJc  into  sbrict  cwtirity.  Tliia  inddent  bu  pre- 
vented me  from  gwig  to  Mexioo,  iriiere  I  should 
otiierwise  have  amved  eariy  in  last  month ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  it,  the  Government  of  that  ooimtry, 
dont>tle8B  ignorant  of  what  haa  oocoired,  haa  with- 
drawn the  command  of  the  anny  irom  General 
Filiaola,  and  has  ordered  his  succrasor.  General 
Urrea,  to  continue  its  operations.  In  obedience  to 
wfaitdi  order,  that  general  is,  according  to  the  latest 
acoDunts,  already  at  the  river  Nueces.  In  vain  have 
some  reflecting  and  worthy  men  endeavored  to  de- 
monstrate the  neeeaaity  of  modmtitm,  and  of  my 
mfaig  to  Hexioo,  aecMoing  to  tiie  convention ;  bitt 
Um  excitement  of  die  public  mind  has  ioofeased ' 
with  the  return  of  the  Mexioan  anny  to  Texas.  Sudi 
Is  the  state  of  things  here  at  present.  The  contin- 
nation  of  tiie  war,  and  of  its  disasters,  is  tlierefore 
Inevitable,  unless  the  voice  of  reason  be  lieard,  in 
pn^ter  time,  from  the  month  of  some  powerfol  indi- 
viduoL  It  ^>peaTa  to  me  that  you,  sir,  have  It  in 
your  power  to  perform  this  good  office,  by  interfer- 
ing in  favor  of  tlie  execution  of  the  sua  oonvention, 
wbtdi  diall  be  strictiy  fulfilled  on  my  part.  When 
I  oflbred  to  treat  with  this  Government,  I  was  oon- 
vinced  that  it  was  useless  for  Mexico  to  continue  the 
war.  Iliave  acquired  exact  information. KBpeeOag 
this  country,  whidi  I  did  not  possess  four  months 
ago.  I  have  too  much  zeal  for  tike  intereats  of  my 
country  to  wish  for  any  thing  i^ich  is  not  compa- 
tible with  them.  Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice 
myself  for  its  glory  and  aidvantage,  I  never  wonld  have 
hedtated  to  subject  mysdf  to  torments  or  death, 
rattier  than  consent  to  any  compromiae,  if  Mexico 
could  thereby  have  obtained  the  aligbteet  benefit. 
I  am  firmly  convinced  tliat  it  ia  pnqwr  to  termfaiata 
tills  qneation  by  p<^tfcal  negotlatioii :  that  eonrio- 
tion  dm*  detendned  me  duMrdy  to  i^ree  to  wbal 
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has  been  stSpoIated ;  and,  in  the  aame  spirit,  I  make 
to  yon  this  &ank  dedatation.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to 
favor  me  by  a  like  ooofldence  on  yoor  part ;  affbrd 
rae  the  satiBfoction  of  avoiding  ^fproaching  evils, 
and  of  contributing  to  that' good  ubidti  my  heart 
•drtseiL  Let  oa  enter  into  nrartiatitnw  bj  irtiicli 
the  flieuddup  between  yoor  nation  and  the  Mexican 
may  be  strengthened,  both  being  amlcatdy  engaged 
in  giving  b^g  and  stability  to  a  people  who  are 
demroufl  of  appearing  In  the  political  wwld;  and 
niio,  under  the  protection  of  the  two  nations,  will 
attdn  its  otgect  within  a  few  yean. 

Tbe  Meuoani  are  magnminKHN  when  treated 
with  oonridention.  I  wiU  deariy  wt  b^bre  th^ 
the  proper  and  hmnane  fomom  iniidi  require  noble 
and  ftank  oondnot  on  Aor  part,  an^  I  doobc  not 
that  tbej  will  act  thus  as  soon  as  they  have  been 
convinced. 

By  what  I  have  here  submitted,  you  will  see  die 
aentimenta  which  animate  me ;  and  wiUi  whldi  I 
remain  your  most  humble  and  obediesit  entrant, 

JlKtonio  lofez  db  rastx  anna. 

To  his  Ezodloioy  Oeneral  Airouw  Jackboh, 
PrenduUeftiu  OniUd  Statu  of  Anurtea. 

The  Frmdent  of  the  UniUd  Btaia  to  the  Ptm^ 
deni  of  tht  Mexican  Republic. 

HiBKiTAQE,  Septemher  4, 1884. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yoor  letter  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  wnitdi  has  been 
ftwwarded  to  me  by  General  Sunnel  Houston,  und^ 
cover  of  one  from  him,  transmitted  by  an  express  from 
General  Gaines,  who  is  in  command  of  the  United 
States  forces  on  the  Texiaa  fioutfer.  Tbe  grcttt 
olffect  of  these  commonicatlona  qtpears  to  be,  to  pot 
an  end  to  the  disasters  wbioh  necessarily  attend  the 
dvO  war  now  raging  In  Texas,  and  aak^  the  inter- 
position of  the  Unitoil  States  in  furthofng  so  humane 
and  desirable  a  purpose.  That'  any  well-intended 
effort  of  yours  in  aid  of  this  olyect  should  have 
been  defeated,  is  calculated  to  exdte  the  regret  of 
all  wlio  justly  ajqiredate  tbe  blesrings  of  peace,  and 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  oansea  wUdi  «mtribnte 
to  tbe  proep^ty  of  Hezioo,  in  her  doraeade  as  wdl 
as  her  for^;n  rcl&tiona. 

The  OoveinnMoit  of  the  United  States  is  ever 
anxious  to  colUvate  peace  and  friendship  with  all 
nctlona.  Bnt  It  proceeds  on  the  prindpte  that  all 
nations  have  the  right  to  dter,  amend,  or  change, 
their  own  Government,  as  the  sovereign  power,  Uie 
people,  may  direct.  In  tUareqtect,  it  never  interferes 
with  the  policy  of  other  powers,  nor  can  it  permit 
any  on  the  part  of  others  with  its  internal  policy. 
Ccmsstently  with  this  prindplc,  whatever  we  can  do 
to  restore  peace  between  contending  nations,  or 
remove  the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  die«fiilly 
at  the  service  of  those  niio.  are  willing  to  rely  upon 
our  good  offices  as  a  Mend  or  ueffiator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  Uie  agreement  iriitdi 
you,  as  the  representative  of  Uexloo^  have  made 
irith  Texas,  and  which  invites  the  intetpondon  of 
the  United  States,  you  will  at  once  sec  that  we  are 
finindden,  by  the  character  of  tbe  communications 
made  to  us  throogh  the  Hezican  minister,  fitm  con- 
sidering  It  That  Government  hss  notlBed  ue  that, 
as  long  as  yon  are  a  prisoner,  no  act  of  yours  will  be 
regarded  as  binding  by  the  Hexican  authorities. 
Under  these  drenmstanoes,  it  will  be  manifest  to  yon 
tfwtgiMd  finth  toMexle^  as  wsK  m  the  genend 
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prindple  to  wUdi  I  have  adverted,  as  fomung  the 
lians  of  our  intercourse  with  all  foreign  powers 
make  it  imposdble  for  me  to  take  any  step  lUie  that 
you  have  anticipated.  If,  however,  Mexico  should 
stKoify  her  willingness  to  avail  herself  of  our  eood 
offloes  in  tiringing  about  the  dedrable  reeuh  you  have 
described,  noiiung  cmtld  ^ve  me  more  pleasure 
than  to  devote  my  beet  servioes  to  iL  To  be  instru- 
mental in  teimtnatli^  tiie  evils  of  dvil  war,  and  in 
substitnting  in  thdr  stead  the  blessings  peace,  is  a 
divine  jnivU^.  Every  Government,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  all  countries,  aboold  fed  it  their  b^est 
happiness  to  eqloy  u  epportuiJty  of  thus  manifwit- 
ing  tiieir  love  meacb  other,  and  tbdr  interest  in  the 
general  mindjdes  which  ^ly  to  them  all  as  me» 
bers  of  the  common  fhmily  of  man. 

Tour  letter,  and  that  of  General  Houston,  com- 
mander-in-chi^  <i£  the  Texiau  army,  will  be  made 
the  basis  of  an  eariy  interview  wi^  the  Hezican 
minister  at  Washington.  They  will  hasten  my 
return  to  Washington,  to  whidi  idace  I  will  set  out 
in  a  few  dws,  expeoraig  to  reach  it  1^  the  lat  of 
October.  £a  the  meantime,  I  luqw  He:doo  and 
Texas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest  of  calami  ties, 
will  pause  before  another  oompaign  is  undertaken, 
and  can  add  to  the  number  of  those  scenes  of  blood- 
shed iriiidi  have  already  maAed  the  progress  of  thdr 
oontest,  and  havegiven  BO  much  pain  tothdrOuistian 
Mends  thnm^ionfe  the  world. 

This  is  sent  under  oover  to  General  Houston,  who 
wDl  g^ve  It  a  safe  oonveyance  to  yon. 
I  am,  TsiT  reqwotfiilly,  joor  obedient  Semnt, 

ANBBEW  JACKSON. 
To  Gen.  Amtnam  ham  la  Sun^  Anta. 

Hie  Hessflge  and  dooonientB  hariDg  beat 
wad, 

Mr.  Pbiston  sfud  it  would  strike  the  Senate 
at  once  that  nnoe  tbe  date  of  tbe  letter  written 
by  Santa  Anna,  his  utoation  Lad  been  very 
mnoh  changed.  On  the  4th  of  Jaly  last  he 
was  a  prisoner  in  the  bands  of  the  Tezans,  bat 
had  been  snbseqnently  released,  and  was  uow 
in  liie  dty  of  WasUngtcoi.  Aoonvding  to 
the  terms  and  purport  oi  the  correspondenoe^ 
it  would,  ^ipear  that  U  was  ouried  on  whilst 
Santa  Anna  was  a  prisoner.  The  Fnddent  oi 
the  United  Btatee,  aware  of  that  fiict,  had  ex- 
pressed himself  as  bdng  nnable,  in  oonseqaence^ 
to  enter  Into  any  negotiation  with  him  wnile  so 
dtoated.  Bat  now,  as  he  <Hr.  P.)  had  Jast 
stated,  Santa  Amia  was  in  this  city,  and  conld 
n^otiate  on  the  subject  op  to  April  next ;  bat 
whetlier  he  woald  or  would  not,  he  (Ur.  F.) 
coald  not  say ;  nor  was  it  very  material  to  the 
por^ose  Mr.  P.  had  in  hand.  There  was  a  ree- 
olotion  in  relation  to  Texas  offered  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Misusslp^ 
and  which  had  bem  made  the  wder  vi  the 
fbrto-day;  whatdispositicmhe  wished  to  main 
of  it,  he  was  not  aware.  It  was  a  matter  for 
the  gentlenian^B  disoretion.  Tbe  correqxnd- 
enoe  which  bad  been  laid  before  the  Senate^ 
however,  vonld  not,  in  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  opini<m. 
render  it  neoeasarT  to  ehaoge  the  language  of 
the  resolution.  Oonoarring^  aa  he  did,  with 
that  reaoloticaif  he  wonld  now  say  that  he  was 
^epared  to  eataUish  Oa  fltoti  uiat  vpos  tbe 
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recogniEed  prineiplea  of  national  law,  the  prao- 
tioe  of  this  GoTemment,  and  the  poUcy  ca  the 
country,  she  ought,  as  was  her  doty,  to  make 
ft  pitanpt,  speedy,  and  absolate  recognition  of 
tiie  independeDce  of  Texas.  He  ho|»d,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  be  able  to  prove  this.  He  in- 
asted  that  her  independence  should  be  immedi- 
ately acknowl^ed,  and  tlmt,  too,  without  any 
regard  to  what  might  be  said  or  done  by  Santa 
Anna,  for  his  antbori^  had  ceased  in  Texas 
forever.  After  having  heard  read  ^e  present 
and  ttie  other  Message  oi  the  Preddent  in  re- 
lation to  this  sabjeot,  it  waa  not  his  deure  that 
any  thing  ahoold  be  done  here  in  reference  to 
it^  that  would  have  the  effect  <tf  eontravoiing, 
running  counter  to,  or  obstructing,  any  pur- 
pose of  the  Execntive  of  the  United  States. 

He  (Mr.  P.)  had  understood  that  the  Presi- 
dent, when  he  sent  his  former  Message,  hod 
submitted  this  matter  to  Congress  for  their 
consideration,  being  willing  to  carry  into  effect 
what  they  might  deem  right  and  proper  j  but 
there  were,  at  that  time,  some  difficulties  in  the 
way,  whicn  prevented  his  recommending  the 
adoption  of  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  It 
seemed  to  him  (said  Mr.  P.)  that  had  the  Preu- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  not  beoi  aware  of  the 
flwit  that  another  expediti<m  under  Ctoneral 
Bravo  was  about  to  invade  Texas,  he  would 
not  have  he»tated  to  recommend  to  (Congress 
to  do  something  in  reference  to  settling  the  war 
between  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under 
General  Bravo,  and  then  conclnded  with  saying 
that  all  he  desired  was  that  Congress  should 
proceed  as  early  as  possible  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  inomediately  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas.  She  was  entitled  to  it ; 
she  had  a  right  to  demand  it  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  sooner  it  was  granted  the  better. 
Hewaold  awut  the  action  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachnictte,  (Mr.  Datib,)  as 
well  as  the  considerati«i  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Mts^sdp]^  when  he  would 
have  something  farther  to  say  on  the  sut^ect. 

The  Hessage  and  documents  were  Uud  on  tb» 
taUCj  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Satcbdat,  January  21. 
Ibrm^  EmiffTonta. 

Mr.  Cut  presented  the  petition  <^  sundry 
inhabitants  m  WirtsbOTOugh,  SuUiTan  oonn^, 
New  York,  and  he  asked  mat  it  might  be  read. 

The  document  was  accordingly  read,  and 
proved  to  be  a  kind  of  remonslrance,  on  the 
sn^ect  of  Roman  Catholic  enugrants  to  the 
country,  brought  in  under  the  auspices  of  Popes, 
Cardinals,  Bishops,  &x.  It  insisted  on  the  im- 
propriety and  inexpediency  of  allowing  eo  many 
persons  to  enter  the  country,  whose  practice 
and  tenets  were  avowedly  and  directiy  hostile 
to  our  republican  institutitmsi  and  enjeoially 
pajBi  Congress  to  mstttota  QommlMuaU)  in 


various  parts  of  the  country,  to  procure  infor- 
mation and  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  C.  said  some  of  the  ot^ecta  prayed  for 
this  Government  had  no  power  to  grant,  how- 
ever alarming  to  these  good  and  religious  people 
the  evils  complained  of  abd  the  progress  of 
papacy  might  be.  Bat  there  was  one  object 
which  Mr.  C.  thought  might  be  a  proper  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  being  within  the  power  of 
Congress ;  and  that  was  a  change  in  onr  lawa 
of  naturalization.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee; and  it  vas  so  referred. 


Tuesday,  January  24. 

Public  Zand^ 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  except  to  actual  set- 
tlers, and  in  limited  quaotities. 

The  question  penuug  was  on  Mr.  Tipton^b 
amendment,  offrnd  yesterday,  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  *'  that  all  lands  that  have  been 
in  the  market  ten  yean^  and  remain  unsold, 
shall  be  sold  for  sevepty-nTe  cents  an  acre ;  and 
all  that  have  five  years,  shall  be  disposed  ci  at 
one  dollar ;  provided  that  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  uxty  aorea  be  sold  to  one  pur- 
chaser." 

Messrs.  Ewino  and  Olat  spoke  against  the 
bill,  Messrs.  Daka  and  Tipton  for  it.  * 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tipton  was 
r^ected  by  the  followmg  vote : 

Teas. — Uessn.  Benton,  Black,  Dans,  Gwhig  of 
niiaois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,Linn, 
Moore,  Horria,  Nicholas,  Bives,  RoIansoD,  Sevier,' 
Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  YThite— 18. 

Nats. — Measre.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Gutfabert,  Davis,  Ewii^  of  Ohio,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King  of  Georf^  Kni^  ITilea,  Page, 
Frendsa,  Bobbhis,  Ro^es,  BwiA,  TsUmadge— 19. 

Mr.  BsHTON  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawAil  for  any  head  ofa 
fiumly,  young  man  over  the  Me  of  e^fateen  yeaiL 
or  widow,  not  having  reodved  a  donation  of^  land 
from  the  United  States,  and  bdng  or  wishing  to 
become  an  actual  settler  ou  any  parcel  of  public 
laad  which  shall  have  remained  five  years  unsold 
after  hariog  been  ofibred  at  private  sale  at  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  not 
exceediw  in  quantity  the  amount  of  one  quarter  see- 
tiou,  to  <umand  and  reedve,  from  the  properre^ster 
and  recdvo',  a  written  penniasiOD  to  settle  on  the 
same,  upon  payment,  to  be  made  to  the  pR^>er 
receiver,  of  tiie  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acre ; 
and  if  such  person,  to  applying  for  and  receiving 
sucbpetmiSBioa,  shall  forthwith  wttle  on  the  saidlan^ 
and  he  or  she,  or  his  or  her  heirs  or  l^al  reivesent- 
atives,  ihal]  cultivate  the  same  foe  five  Baooesslve 
years,  and  shall  be  a  ciUzen  or  citixens  of  ^e  United 
States  at  the  end  of  that  time,  then,  on  proper 
proof  bdng  made,  before  the  r^^ster  and  receiver, 
of  such  settlement,  cultivation,  and  dtizoiehip,  a 
patent  shail  iasae  for  the  said  land  to  the  person  wlio 
received  sodi  penniaikin,  or  bis  or  her  hois  or  kgal 
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zcpreseDtatiTea.  And  the  foIOi  of  the  United  States 
is  hneby  pledged  to  all  pei«ons  vho  may  settle  on 
public  lands,  according  to  the  proviuona  of  tliiB 
section,  that  no  di^nsotion  eball  at  any  time  be 
granted  to  any  individual  from  comi^yiDg  irith  the 
BBbvtaiitial  ctmditiona  herein  prescribed.  And  if 
dne  proof  of  settlement,  cultiTation,  and  citizen- 
ship, as  herein  required,  be  not  made  within  one 
year  next  afler  tbe  expiration  of  said  five  years,  the 
said  landshallagainbesu^ectto  entry  at  private  sale, 
as  land  belonging  to  the  united  States.  And  if  two 
or  more  persona,  entitled  under  (bis  act  to  the  prir- 
of  actual  settlers,  dull  apidy  for  the  same 
paicel  of  land,  then  the  r^istOT  and  receiver  shall 
immediately  decide  the  right  of  preference  between 
them,  according  to  priority  of  «ettlement  and  other 
eqiutaUe  drcumBtanccs ;  and  where  these  are  equal, 
the  decision  sboll  be  made  hy  lot. 

The  qnestion  was  takw  oa  its  adoption  by 
Teas  ana  naya,  as  fbllows ; 

Tus. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewing  of 
lUinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
Moore,  Horns,  Nidiolas,  Ktcs,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  l^ptoa,  Walker,  WUte— 18. 

Nats. — Ifessra.  Bajrard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  I^vis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  Kiiw  of  Geoi^  Knight,  Niles,  Page,  Prca^ 
BobUui,  Bi^;gleB,  Swifl,  TaUmadge,  Wrigut— 20. 

So  the  aihendment  was  lost. 


TmnsDAT,  Jaonaiy  36. 

Michigan  Senaton  Admitted. 

A  Message  was  theh  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States,  stating  that  the 
Frerident  had  signed  the  bill  for  the  admission 
of  the  &ai»  of  Uichigao  into  the  Union  on  an 
eooal  footing  with  the  orinnal  States. 

The  wedentiahi  of  the  Hon.  John  Kobtell 
and  ^e  Hon.  Lucius  Ltoh,  dected  by  the 
Leridatnre  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  the 
lOvi  Kovember,  1886,  to  represent  that  State 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  wore  read 
bj  tiie  Seoretaiy ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gsvmys,  the  Qsoal  oath  to 
support  the  Constitotion  of  tbe  United  States 
was  administered  to  Messrs.  Kobvkll  and  Lton 
by  the  Vice  Preddent,  and  thej  tocik  tiieir  seats 
in  the  Senate. 

TWwwy  Oireular. 

Ifr.  "VuxKB  moved  to  p<»tpone  the  previoos 
orders,  and  take  up  the  bill  deslgnatuiff  and 
limiting  the  Ainds  recdvable  for  does  07  the 
United  States. 

The  qnestion  on  taking  up  tiio  bin  was  de- 
cided by — ^yeas  88,  naya  12. 

Mr.  RiTxs  therenpon  offered  an  amendment, 
to  extend  tbe  prohibition  respecting  the  notes 
of  banks'issning  notes  of  small  denominations, 
so  as  to  embrace,  after  the  SOtfa  of  December, 
1841,  notes  of  $20.  [The  bill  only  extended  to 
those  of  five  and  of  ten  dollars.] 

He  supported  the  amendment  in  a  short 
^Qteeoh,  urging  the  mo^  eflbot  d  tkb  measure 


and  its  necessity,  as  the  only  means  of  effect- 
ing the  enlai^gement  of  tiie  spede  bads  of  onr 

circniation. 

Ur.  EwDfQ  referred  to  a  provision  in  the  bill 
which  requires  the  deposit  hanks  to  receive 
and  pass  to  the  credit  of  Government  all  such 
bank  notes  as  they  receive  in  general  deposit. 
Tills  took  away  their  power  to  oppress,  and  re- 
conciled him  to  tbe  bill,  which  ^ould  now 
have  his  vote.  The  efiect  of  Mr.  Rivzs'  amend- 
ment would  be  to  confine  the  circulation  of  the 
laree  notes  in  the  West  to  the  banks  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  oi  the  deposit  banks,  while  all 
the  small  notes  cinmUiting  there  Toold  be  those 
of  banks  at  a  distance,  to  whom  it  was  of  loss 
consequence  that  their  notes  slioald  be  recdv- 
ed  at  the  land  offices  than  that  thdr  anall  notes 
should  have  a  wide  circulation. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Nilbs,  and  a  brief 
speech  from  Mr.  Walebb,  the  qnestion  on  Mr. 
BiTBS*  amendment  was  decided  by : 

TzAB. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Oath- 
bert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  KUes, 
Korvell,  Page,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wri^t 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabuna,  Knigbt,  Moore,  Morrie,  Nicbotaa,  Prentia, 
Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlioson— 18. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment. 


FniDiLT,  January  27. 

Miehiffan  Senatort. 

Hr.  GmnmT  submitted  the  following  reao- 
Intion,  which  was  oonsidercd  and  adoptect : 

Srtolved,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  dasses  In  irtddi  the  BenatMS  from  the  State  oi 
Michigan  dull  be  hiserted,  In  oonfbnnity  wiUi  the 

resoluticm  of  the  14th  May,  1789. 

Mr.  Gbtutot  observed,  that  before  submitting 
tbe  motion  to  carry  the  resolution  into  effect,  a 
word  of  explanation  would  perhaps  be  neces- 
sary. There  were,  according  to  the  constitution, 
three  classes  8«iators;  and  there  was  an 
equal  number  of  each,  imtU  the  craning  in  cf 
the  Senators  from  Arkansas ;  but  one  of  them 
drawing  number  one,  and  the  other  numl>er 
three,  of  course  there  were  more  of  ttiese  num- 
bers than  of  number  two.  This  he  had  in 
view  in  drawing  up  the  motion ;  and,  by  provid- 
ing that  numbers  two  and  three  only  shall  be 
drawn,  the  inequality  would  be  lessened. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  it  was 

Ordendy  That  tbe  Secretary  pot  bto  tbe  ballot 
box  two  papers  of  equal  size,  one  ot  whidi  aball  be 
numbered  two,  and  the  other  shall  be  a  blank,  and 
each  Senator  shall  draw  out  one  p^per;  that  the 
Senator  who  shall  draw  the  pi^ier  nomber  two  shall 
be  inserted  in  Oe  daas  oi  Senaton  whose  terms  of 
serrioe  will  expfae  on  the  8d  daj  of  Matdi.  1839; 
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that  the  Secretary  then  put  into  the  ballot  box  tvo 
papen  of  equal  sise,  ooe  of  vhidi  shall  be  numbered 
one,  and  the  other  shall  be  numbered  three,  and  the 
othOT  Sraatw  dnll  draw  out  one  paper ;  that  if  the 
paper  drawn  be  number  one,  the  Senator  shall  be 
inserted  in  the  daas  of  Senators  whoee  terms  of  ser- 
vice  will  expire  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1837,  and  if 
the  paper  drawn  be  number  three,  the  Senator  shall 
be  inserted  in  tbe  cUsS'  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
serrioe  irill  expire  the  8d  day  of  Uarch,  1841. 

Iq  pursuance  of  the  above  order,  Messrs. 
NoKVELL  and  Lton  prooecded  to  draw  ballots 
for  their  respective  classes ;  when  Mr.  Lton, 
drawing  number  two,  was  classed  witb  the 
Senators  whose  terms  of  service  expires  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1839 ;  and  Mr.  Kobvell,  drawing 
number  three,  was  classed  with  the  Senators 
whose  terms  of  service  expire  on  the  8d  of 
March,  1841. 

Ameriean  Oalonuation  Soeief/f. 

Mr.  Cla.t  presented  the  memoriBl  of  a  nnm- 
ber  of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Oolnmbia, 
stating  that  they  had,  a  munber  of  years  post, 
fonncd  an  association  for  colonizing  ft'ee  ne- 
groes, with  thwr  own  consent,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  that  many  donations  had  been  made  to 
them  in  money  and  in  lands,  which  last  species 
of  property  they  could  not  render  available,  in 
consequence  of  their  not  having  a  charter;  and 
praying  for  on  act  of  incorporation  to  enable 
them  to  bold  and  convey  real  estate.  Mr.  0. 
moved  to  refer  this  memorial  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Golmnbia. 

Mr.  GiXHOcir  regretted  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  tiionght  fit  to  present  this  me- 
morial, and  deprecated  any  discussion  or  agita- 
tion of  the  flomeot^  which  he  thought  would 
rather  tend  to  increase  than  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement which  had  been  prodn«id  by  an  tn- 
jndicions  interfwence  with  a  qnestion  of  mnch 
delicacy.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  ref- 
erence of  the  memorial,  but  he  indulged  the 
hope  that  tbe  committee  would  see  the  propri- 
ety of  not  acting  on  it  during  this  session. 

iSr.  Cla,t  regretted  exla^mely  tliat  there 
should  have  been  any  expression,  even  in  a 
modified  form,  in  oppotition  to  the  ol^ect  which 
the  memorialiflts  desire  to  attidn.  The  day 
would  come,  he  would  venture  to  predict,  when 
flie  people  living  in  all  portions  of  this  vast 
contment  wonld  become  converts  to  t^e  Amer- 
ican colonization  scheme,  and  become  convinc- 
ed of  its  utility,  and  the  humane  principles  by 
which  it  is  characterized,  in  striving  to  amelio- 
rate the  present  condition  of  the  African  race. 

The  object,  then,  of  the  memorialists  was  to 
send  free  negroes,  with  their  own  volnntary 
consent,  to  Liberia.  They  do  not  desire  to 
tonch  any  interest  or  any  property — to  aflfect 
any  right  of  any  citizen  here^  or  in  the  States. 
The  memorialists  come  here  and  tell  the  Sw- 
ate  that  many  donatxcma  have  been  made  to 
them,  from  tmie  to  time,  both  in  land  and 
money,  and  it  was  of  the  highest  importance 
that  nuh  an  act  m  they  applud  ibr  uoidd  be 


\3mun. 

granted.  He  might  remind  the  Senate  of  a  do* 
nation  that  was  given  the  Colonization  Society 
by  one  of  the  best  and  greatest  men  this  coantiy 
had  ever  produced — he  meant  the  late  venerable 
ex-President  Madison.  He  bequeathed  the  do- 
nation (on  account  of  there  not  being  in  exis^ 
ence  SDob  an  act  as  these  memorialista  pray  for) 
to  Mr.  Gurley,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sodety. 
Although,  in  the  present  case,  the  trust  was 
faithf^y  executed,  in  other  cases  it  might  not 
be ;  hence,  tiierefore,  the  memorialists  ask  for 
on  act  of  incorporation,  in  order  that  they  can 
receive  what  may  be  given  them.  Now,  the 
object  was  dear,  was  interesting,  wos  just,  was 
natural ;  and  he  could  not  but  express  his  hope 
that  an  act  of  Incorporation  womd  be  granted 
them. 

Mr.  OAi-notrs  said  tiiat  from  the  first  to  the 
last  he  hod  been  under  the  impressiou  that  any 
jnter^^noe  with  the  ol^ects  m  this  sode^  by 
tiie  General  Government  would  not  only  m 
nneonstitntional,  but  would  have  the  most  mis- 
chievous effects.  He  would  remind  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  who  had  mentioned  tlie  late 
Mr.  Madison  as  one  of  the  friends  of  the  Ckdio- 
nization  Society,  that  that  great  statesman  was 
so  strict  in  his  notions  as  to  the  granting  of 
charters  by  the  General  Government,  that  he 
had  vetoed  the  act  of  Congress  inooiporating  a 
church  in  Alexandria.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky roust  know  that  great  diver^ty  of  opinion 
existed  among  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  the 
ooantry  as  to  the  ultimate  good  to  be  effected 
by  tills  society;  and  that  the  prevailiiw  opini<Hi 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  ue  SonOi 
was  against  It  J^e-tenuis  <tf  the  Southern 
peo[)le  at  least,  said  Mr.  C,  were  otmosed  to 
any  interference  with  the  objects  of  thtt  Bodety 
by  the  General  Govwiment 

Mr.  BnoHANAiT  rose  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  and  that  was, 
that,  if  an  act  of  incorporation  be  granted  at 
all,  it  must  not  be  confined  in  its  operation  to 
the  District  of  Columbia;  it  must  go  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  whole  Union.  It  appeared  to  him 
(Mr.  B.)  that  this  was  not  a  proper  subject  to 
be  refemid  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  was  a  committee  having  a 
great  deal  of  business  to  attoid  to,  though  not 
of  a  character  of  such  general  importance  as 
was  connected  wi&  this  memorial.  He  should, 
therefore,  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a 
special  committee  on  this  question.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  understood  tbe  matter 

Earfectly  well,  and  should  be  placed  at  the 
ead  of  it,  and  could  bring  forward  such  a 
proposition  as  wonld  meet  general  approbation. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Clat  observed  that  he  understood  the 
sutgect,  and  had  detennined  to  make  his  pro- 
position as  free  from  oUection  as  possible; 
and,  therefore,  he  limited  the  powers  <n  the  act 
of  inoorpOTation,  to  this  Distrust  only.  He  was 
perfedly  aware  that  In  an  ottonpt  to  give  it  a 
general  character,  so  that  the  socaety  might  ee- 
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Ubliflh  branches  here  and  there,  a  omutitation- 
til  qnestion  woold  arise.  He  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Penn^yWaida  woold  withdraw  bis  motion 
for  a  Mileet  committee.  He  (Kr.  0.)  did  him* 
self  doubt  whether  Congress  had  the  power  to 
pass  an  act  of  incorporation  which  should  have 
powers  beyond  the  District  of  Columbia,  Bat 
as  to  the  memorial,  he  woold  aay  that,  as  it 
came  fh>m  the  District  of  Colombia,  tbe  proper 
reference  was  to  the  committee  having  charge 
of  its  affiurs,  to  which  it  might  be  sent;  and  he 
hoped  that  it  woold  report  a  biU  as  speedilj  as 
possible.  He  hoped  gentlemen  woold  not  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  Bobject 

Mr.  CALHomr  ooncdved  tiiat  the  Senator 
from  Fennsylvaiua  had  taken  tbe  proper  view 
of  tbia  qnesdon.  He  thoogbt,  too,  that  it 
ahonld  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  The 
Senator  from  E^tncky  and  himself  view  the 
Bubject  in  a  very  different  point  of  view. 
A  mysterioos  Providence  had  brought  the 
black  and  the  white  people  together  from 
Afferent  parts  of  the  globe,  and  no  human 
power  coold  now  separate  tbem.  The  whites 
are  a  Earopeaa  race,  being  masters ;  and  the 
Africans  are  the  inferior  race,  and  slaves.  He 
believed  that  they  coold  exist  among  ua  peace- 
ably enough,  if  undistorbed,  for  all  time ;  and 
it  was  his  opinion  that  the  Cohmlzaticoi  Society, 
and  all  the  other  schemes  which  had  been  got- 
ten np  throngh  mistaken  notiona  of  philant&o- 
pT,  in  oArder  to  "bnng  abont  an  alteration  in 
the  condition  of  the  AfVican,  had  a  wrong 
foondation,  and  were  calcolated  to  distorb  the 
existing  relations  beween  the  two  races,  and 
the  relations  between  the  North  and  the  Sooth. 
He  Imew  tbe  Senator  from  Eentncky  viewed 
the  sntgect  in  a  very  different  light,  for  he  had 
stated  on  many  occasions  he  opinions  the  held. 
■  He  (Mr.  0.)  believed  that  the  very  existeoce  of 
the  Sooth  depended  opon  the  existing  relations 
being  kept  op,  and  that  every  scheme  which 
might  be  introdoced,  having  for  its  object  an 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  negro,  was 
in«gnant  with  danger  and  rain.  It  was  a  be- 
nevolent olifectj  and  hi^y  desirable  that  the 
Uendngs  of  civiliza&>n  and  Christianity  ahoold 
be  introdoced  Into  benighted  Africa ;  but  this 
was  a  Government  of  limited  powersj  and  had 
no  more  to  do  with  free  negroes  than  with 
slaves;  and  if  Africa  was  to  be  Christianized 
and  oivHized,  he  hoped  it  woold  not  be  done 
by  this  Government  acting  beyond  its  constito- 
tioi^  powers.  It  was  a  matter  of  little  im- 
portance to  him,  whether  the  memorial  should 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  or  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hr.  Fbbstoh  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
menMrial  ml^tbesent  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District. 

Hr.  BrauToi  said  that  he  diould  be  compel- 
led to  vote  agdnst  tbe  reference  of  the  memo- 
rial to  any  coromittee  whatsoever.  He  coincid- 
ed in  opinion  with  both  the  Senators  from 
South  Carolina,  that,  were  an  act  of  inctnrpora* 
Hod  pHMdt  Us  eflEbeti  mndd  be  ooeztenalve 


with  the  Union  itselt  And  he  ahoold  depre- 
cate more  tiie  location  of  a  sooie^  at  this  point 
than  at  any  other,  becanse  oS  its  commanding 
position,  and  on  account  its  indicating  tbe 
right  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  so  deTicat« 
and  important  a  aobject.  It  was  impossible  to 
be  so  obtose  as  not  to  see  that  this  society, 
with  its  Briareos  arms,  woold  exercise  a  great 
influence  over  the  interests  of  the  Sonthem 
country.  "What  would  be  its  effects,  bnt  to 
hold  oat  to  the  slave  population  a  desire  to  be- 
come free !  He  meant,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  in  which  they  live.  They  did 
not  oeneraUy  desire  freedom,  in  their  degnided 
condition,  and  most  of  the  slaves  preferred  liv- 
ing in  that  condition,  Bnt  when  an  indnoe- 
ment  was  bcdd  ont  to  tbem,  it  was  done  to 
make  tliem  discontented  witn  the  utnation  in 
which  God  had  placed  them.  He  bad  been 
opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause he  believed  Congress  had  no  power  to 
grant  a  charter  out  of  the  District Af  Colombia; 
and  for  the  same  reason,  nearly,  he  was  now 
also  opposed  to  granting  an  act  of  incorporation 
to  the  Colonization  Society  in  tliis  District,  be- 
cause, in  its  very  natore,  its  operations  coold 
not  be  confined  to  it  solely. 

Kr.  Rivss  had  made  op  his  mind  to  vote  for 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  the  DiMiict  of  Colombia;  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  conridwed  as  ezpresrang  any  opinion 
that  the  oljeots  of  tiiis  sm^y  conld  be  accom> 
plished  by  tbe  ^d  Congress,  While  he  did 
not  believe  that  it  was  competent  for  Congress 
to  incorporate  any  society  whose  objects  ex- 
tended beyond  the  limits  of  tbe  District,  and 
were  coextensive  with  the  Union,  he  was  yet 
disposed  to  vote  for  the  reference,  on  the  as- 
sumption that  the  acts  of  this  society  were  to 
be  confined the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hr,  Kino,  of  Alabama,  f&lt  vciy  nnwilling 
that  tbe  memorial  should  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  fw  it 
was  general  in  its  character,  as  many  geatlemNL 
seemed  to  think ;  and  that  was  to  his  mind  the 
very  reason  why  it  should  not  he  sent  to  Oils 
committee,  whose  duty  was  to  attmd  to  bad- 
ness connected  only  with  tbe  ten  miles  sqnaro, 
and  to  guard  the  rights  of  the  people  uving 
within  that  space.  It  was  quite  palpable  th^ 
no  corporate  body  of  this  character  coold  be 
established  here,  without  affecting  the  whole 
Union.  Why  did  not  the  society,  instead  of 
coming  to  Congress  for  an,  act  of  incorporation, 
i^ply  to  some  of  tbe  States  of  tbe  Union. 
Their  ol^ect  was  dear ;  and  he  could  not  hot 
regard  this  as  an  entering  wedge  to  more  ex- 
tended operations,  and  it  ^onld  be  frustrated 
at  0D0&  He  had  nevw  thrown  any  obstacle  in 
the  wfl^  d  what  be  oonridered  prusewortliy 
and  meritorious  on  the  part  of  the  Colonization 
Society ;  bnt  it  was  not  the  doty  of  Congress 
to  lend  them  any  asnstanbe.  Hr.  K.  oondoded 
by  moving  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  taUe. 

Tbe  memorial  was  laid  on  the  taWe— ayea 
34,  noes  IS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


166 


Jimw,  laST.] 


[SBum 


TVeaavry  Circular — Paper  Money. 

The  following  bill  was  read  a  tMrd  time : 

X  bill  designating  and  ItmiUag  the  funds  recdnble 
for  the  revenaea  of  the  United  States. 

Be  U  enacted,  tfrc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
TVetsmr  be,  and  hereby  is,  reqoired  to  adopt  eucb 
measurea  aa  he  may  deem  neceeaary  to  effbct  a  col- 
kctkm  <^  the  pobltc  reTcnne  of  the  United  States, 
whether  arising  from  dotlea,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales 
of  lands,  in  the  manner  and  on  tl>e  principlefl  herein 
proridea :  that  is,  that  no  sach  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
luniB  of  money  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  collected 
or  recdred  otherwise  than  in  the  l^al  currency 
of  the  United  ^atea,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  ore 
payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  I^at 
curren<7  of  the  United  States,  under  the  following 
restrictiona  and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  note^ 
to  wit :  fliom  and  aftw  tin  passi^^  oi  this  act  the 
notes  of  no  bask  whicb  shall  ismie  or  drcnlate  UUa  or 
notes  of  a  less  denondnadon  than  fire  d<dlars  shall 
be  reoeired  on  account  of  the  public  dues ;  and  £pom 
and  after  the.  thirtieth  day  of  Decembra,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  iMuik  wUch 
dall  inue  or  circulate  lulls  or  notes  of  a  less  denomioar- 
tioo  than  ten  dollars,  shall  be  so  reo^rable ;  and 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  X>ecember,  one 
Aonsand  dght  hundred  and  forty-<me,  the  lilte  pro- 
hitHtion  shall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  buiks 
Issuing  bills  or  notes  ot  a  leas  denomination  than 
twenty  dollais. 

Sec.  2.  A7*d  b«  ^further  enacUd,  That  no  notes 
shall  be  reoeiTed  by  ue  coUectora  or  receivers  of  Uie 
public  moner  whidi  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to 
be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  sapenislon  and 
OOntroI  of  Uie  Secretary  of  the  IVeaaury,  agree  to 
pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash; 
Provided,  That  if  any  d^Kwit  bank  shall  reftise  to 
receiTe  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
as  cash,  any  notes  receiTable  under  the  provi^ons 
of  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  bnsiiiess,  receires  on  general  deposit,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  auth(H:{Ked  to  with- 
draw the  public  deposits  &om  said  bonk. 

The  qtiestloa  being  on  the  passage  of  the 


r.  Bkntoh  rose  and  ocmunenoed  his  speech 
agtf  nst  its  pasBage  with  statiiut  the  reascm  why 
he  had  not  Bpc£en  the  eveiung  before,  when 
ihe  qnestion  was  on  the  engroeament  of  the 
bill.  He  said  that  he  ooold  not  have  foreseen 
that  the  subject  depending  before  the  Senate, 
the  bill  for  limiting  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
to  actaal  settlors,  woold  be  laid  down  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  this  snbjeot  out  of  Its 
order;  and,  therefore,  had  not  brought  witli 
him  some  memorandnms  which  he  intended  to 
use  when  this  subject  came  up.  He  did  not 
cfaooee  to  ask  for  delay,  because  his  habit  was 
to  epeak  to  snlnects  when  they  were  called; 
and  in  thb  pvaonlar  case  he  did  not  tbink  ii 
material  when  he  spoke ;  for  he  was  Terj  well 
aware  that  his  speaking  wonid  not  a£feot  the 
fate  of  the  bill.  It  would  paw,  and  tbat  was 
known  t«  all  in  the  chamber.  It  was  known 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  iEwmo)  who  in- 
dulged himself  in  saying  he  thooght  otherwise 
a  few  days  ago ;  bat  that  waa  cmj  a  good-na- 


tured way  of  stimulating  his  fiiends,  and  bring- 
ing them  up  to  the  scratch.  The  bill  would 
pass,  and  that  by  a  good  vote,  for  it  would 
have  the  vote  of  the  opposition,  and  a  division 
of  the  administration  Tote.  Why,  then,  did  he 
speak?  Because  it  was  due  to  his  position, 
and  the  part  he  had  acted  on  the  currency 
questions,  to  express  his  sentiments  more  fnllj 
on  this  bill,  so  vital  to  the  general  currency, 
than  could  be  done  by  a  mere  negative  vote. 
He  shoald,  therefore,  speak  against  it,  and 
dtonld  direct  his  attention  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Pablio  Land  Oommlttee,  which  had  so 
totally  changed  the  character  of  the  proceeding 
on  this  subject  The  redrion  of  the  Treasnry 
order  was  introdnced  a  resolntlon— it  went  ont 
a  resolution — ^bnt  it  came  back  a  blU,  and  a 
bill  to  rwnlate,  not  the  land  office  reodpta 
on^,  but  tUl  the  receipts  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  in  this  new  form  is  to  become 
statute  law,  and  a  law  to  operate  on  all  the 
revenues,  and  to  repeal  all  other  laws  upon  the 
subject  to  which  it  related.  In  this  new  form 
it  assumes  an  importance,  and  acquires  an 
effect,  infinitely  beyond  a  resolution,  and  be- 
comes, in  fact  aa  wdl  as  in  name,  a  totally  new 
meaaore.  lite.  6.  reminded  the  Senate  that  he 
hadf  in  his  first  speech  on  this  subject,  given  it 
OS  ms  opinion,  that  two  main  ol^eots  were  pro- 
posed to  be  accomplished  by  the  resdnding  res- 
olntion:  first,  the  implied  condemnation  of 
President  Jat^son  for  violating  the  laws  and 
constitntionf  and  destroying  the  prosperity  of 
the  country ;  and,  secondly,  the  Imp(Mtion  of 
the  paper  cnrrency  of  the  States  npon  the 
Federal  Government  With  respect  to  the  first 
of  these  objects,  he  presumed  it  was  ftiUy  prov- 
ed by  the  speeches  of  all  the  opposition  Sen- 
ators who  had  spoken  on  this  subject;  and, 
with  respect  to  the  second,  he  believed  it  would 
find  its  proof  in  the  change  which  the  origin^ 
resolution  had  nndergone,  and  the  form  it  was 
now  assuming  of  statute  law,  and  espedally 
with  the  prorisD  whieh  vaa  added  at  ttie  end 
of  the  second  section. 

Having  remarked  npon  the  phraseology  of 
the  bill,  and  shown  that  a  paper  cnrrency,  com- 
posed of  the  notes  of  a  mousand  local  banks, 
not  only  might  become  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government,  but  was  evidently  intend- 
ed to  be  made  its  currency ;  and  that  ^  the 
face  of  all  the  protestations  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration  in  favor  of  re-establisbing  the 
national  gold  currency,  Mr.  B.  wonld  now  take 
up  the  bill  of  the  committee  under  two  or  three 
other  aspects,  and  show  it  to  be  as  mistaken  in 
its  design  as  it  would  be  impotent  in  its  effect 
In  the  first  place,  it  transfeired  the  buMness  of 
suppressing  the  sm all-note  dreulatitm  fitnn  the 
depodt  branch  to  tiie  collecting  branch  of  tiie 

gnolio  rerenne.  At  present,  this  business  waa 
I  a  course  of  progress  through  the  depodt 
banks,  as  a  condition  of  holding  the  public 
moneys,  and,  as  such,  had  a  place  In  the  de- 
posit act  of  the  last  session,  and  also  had  a  place 
m  the  Freudent's  message  of  the  last  session, 
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There  the  sappreseion  of  paper  ourrenoy  under 
twenty  dollara  was  expressly  referred  to  the 
action  of  the  deposit  btmka,  and  as  a  condition 
of  their  retaining  the  publio  deposits.  It  was 
throi^h  the  deposit  banks,  and  not  throogh  the 
reception  of  local  bank  pu>er,  that  the  snppree- 
non  of  small  notes  dionla  be  effected.  In  the 
next  place,  he  olfjeoted  to  tlie  ocmunittee's  lull, 
beowiae  it  proposed  to  make  a  bai^in  with 
•adi  (tf  the  thousand  banks  now  in  the  United 
Staten,  and  the  hundreds  more  which  will  soon 
be  himii,  and  to  ^ve  tliem  a  right — a  right  hy 
law — ^to  have  thor  notes  received  at  the  federal 
Treasary.  He  was  against  each  a  bargain.  He 
had  no  idea  of  making  a  contract  with  these 
thousand  banks  for  the  reception  of  their  notes. 
Be  bad  no  idea  of  contracting  with  them,  and 
^ving  them  a  right  to  plead  the  Oonstitation 
of  the  United  States  agamst  ns,  if,  at  any  time, 
after  having  agreed  to  receive  their  notes,  upon 
condition  that  they  would  give  up  their  small 
oircolation,  ihej  should  choose  to  say  we  had 
inapaired  the  contract  by  not  ocmtinning  to  re- 
ouTe  tiiem;  and  so  dth^ relapse  into  rae  issue 
oi  this  small  trash,  or  have  recourse  to  the  Ju- 
dicial process  to  compel  the  United  States  to 
abide  the  cratraot,  and  oontinne  the  reception 
<tf  all  their  notes.  Kr.  B.  hod  no  idea  of  letting 
down  this  Federal  Qovemment  to  such  petty 
and  inconvenient  bargains  with  a  thousand 
moneyed  corporations.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  onght  to  act  as  a  Govern- 
ment, and  not  as  a  contractor.  It  should  pre- 
scribe conditions,  and  not  make  bai^ains.  It 
should  give  the  law.  He  was  ogunst  these 
bargains,  even  if  they  were  good  ones;  hut 
they  wore  had  bargains,  wretchedly  bad,  and 
onriit  to  be  reacted  as  such,  even  if  all  higher 
and  nobler  oonnderations  were  out  <tf  the  ques- 
tion. What  is  the  conaaderati<ni  that  the  Unit- 
ed 8tat£s  is  to  receive !  A  mere  individnal 
agreement  with  each  bank  by  itself^  that  in 
three  years  it  will  cease  to  iraue  notes  under 
ten  dollars,  and  in  five  years  it  will  cease  to  i»- 
sue  notes  under  twenty  dollars.  What  la  the 
price  which  she  pays  for  this  oonnderation  t  In 
the  first  place,  it  receives  the  notes  of  snoh  banks 
as  gold  and  silver  at  all  the  land  offices,  custom- 
houses, and  post  offices,  of  the  United  States, 
and,  of  course,  pays  them  out  again  as  gold  and 
silver  to  all  her  debtors.  In  the  next  place,  it 
oompeis  the  deposit  banks  to  credit  them  as 
eash,  la  the  third  place,  it  accredits  the  whtde 
drddation  <rf  the  huika,  and  makes  it  eurrait 
all  over  the  Uidted  States,  in  consequence  of 
nniversal  reoeivability  for  all  federal  dnes.  In 
other  wor^  it  indorses,  so  far  as  credit  is  con- 
cerned, tlte  whole  circulation  of  every  bank 
that  comes  into  the  bargain  tlius  proposed. 
This  is  certainly  a  most  wretched  bai^n  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States — a  ha^in  in 
which  what  she  receives  is  ruinous  to  her ;  for 
the  more  local  paper  she  receives  in  payment 
of  her  revenues,  the  worse  for  her,  and  the 
sooner  will  her  Treasury  be  flUed  with  un- 
available ftmds. 


Ht.  B.  had  been  at  work  for  five  years  to 
procure  the  suppression  of  p^;>er  money  under 
twenty  debars.  His  exertionsj  on  that  point,- 
had  brought  him  iuto  commmucation  witn  the 
officers  of  many  banks ;  and  it  was  due  to  them 
to  8^,  that  flil  the  banks  <mF  high  character, 
with  whioh  he  had  commoniciSed,  were  In 
favor  of  the  sn{q)resrikm  frf  small  notea;  and 
he  was  folly  penoaded  that  many  of  them,  and 
as  a  mere  conditicm  of  retaining  the  paUio  de- 
ports, if  the  depodt  banks  were  reduced  to  the 
proper  number,  would  give  up  their  oiroulation 
entirely,  and  introdnce  mto  our  country  the  ex- 
ample of  bonks  of  discount,  deposit,  and  ex- 
change, alone,  as  they  exist  in  Enrope,  and 
where  they  give  all  the  real  benefits  <^  banks, 
without  the  dangers  and  mischiefii  of  issuing 
paper  money.  In  his  opinion,  about  thirty  de- 
posit banks  were  enough;  they  were  more 
places  of  deposit  than  existed  during  the  time 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
but  twenty-four  branches :  and  if  the  depoota 
were  confined  to  about  thirty  banka  of  good 
capital  and  high  character,  these  banks  would 
Inunediately,  Uiot  is  to  say,  within  one  or  two 
years,  and  now  while  we  have  the  specie  to  JosSQr 
the  operation,  enter  heartily  into  the  measure 
of  putting  down  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
twenty  dollars.  With  the  additional  induce- 
ment of  relinquishing  the  interest  which  they 
now  pay  on  deposits,  he  felt  certain  they  woald 
quioluy  accomplish  this  great  work  for  tho 
comitry.  Now  is  the  time,  as  Mr.  0.  P.  White 
says  in  his  letter,  now  is  the  time  to  do  it,  when 
our  specie  is  between  seventy  and  eighfy  mil- 
hons  of  dollars,  Gertunly  this  is  uie  ^e, 
whUe  forty-five  millions  of  that  specie  is  loekeu 
up  in  l^e  vaults  of  hanks— and  wnile  onr  fner 
eureolattra  is  so  redundant  as  to  have  under- 
gone a  depredatitm  vhich  is  heavily  IbH  in  the 
price  of  every  article  of  eoiuumption  by  bU  pov 
sons  who  live  upon  wages  and  fixed  income. 
This  ia  the  time  to  efi'ect  the  suppression ;  and 
it  was  afflicting  to  see  it  lost ;  for  to  postpone 
it  five  years  was  to  lose  the  golden  opportunity. 
And  at  whose  instance  was  this  to  he  done  ? 
At  the  instance  of  the  small  banks — the  two- 
ond-sixpenny  concerns — to  which  it  was  an  ob- 
ject to  put  out  small  notes,  for  the  sake  of  the 
gfuu  to  the  bank  upon  the  loss  to  the  commu- 
nity, in  the  wear  and  tear  of  small  notes,  Mr. 
B.  said  it  was  the  small  banks  which  cUng  to 
tiie  small  note^  and  some  of  them  ^oe  they 
became  deposit  banks,  and  in  violation  of  the 
deporit  law.  He  woald  give  an  instance;  it 
was  from  that  same  OUnton  Bonk  of  Columbus, 
fK>m  wbidi  he  had  before  read.  In  the  state- 
ment of  its  condition  made  to  the  Lenslotum 
of  Ohio  on  the  9th  day  of  January  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  the  circulation  of  the  hank  is  thus 
stated:  One-dolhr  bills,  $6,226 ;  two-dollar  do. 
14,016 ;  three-dollar  do.  $6,669 ;  five  do.  $60,- 
086,  ten  do.  $10,910;  twenty  do.  $12,140 ;  fif^ 
do.  $13,400;  one  hundred  do,  $300.  Now, 
here  is  a  hook  whose  total  circiUation  is  $116,- 
000,  ttoA  of  whicii  the  wluAe,  except  about 
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|S5,000,  ifl  under  twenty  doHars ;  and  yet  this 
bsnk,  on  this  qnestion,  and  in  this  chamber,  is 
to  OBtweigh  the  Manhattan,  and  the  other  great 
banks  of  the  country  I 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  enrions  to  ohserre  that  the 
small  oonntry  banks  in  England  had  governed 
the  l^fllation  of  the  British  Parliament  in  the 
Bnppreeeion  of  the  small  notes,  precisely  in  the 
manner  now  going  on  in  this  country,  and  vith 
the  same  disMtroos  reraltB  there  whidi  mi^  be 
expected  to  enme  here.  He  voold,  to  show 
this,  rtttd  an  extract  from  the  testimony  of  the 
governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  Mr.  Hordey 
Palmer,  hefine  Lord  Althorp^  oommittee,  in 
1883.  Hesaya: 

"  By  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
1819,  the  Bank  of  England  was  required,  within 
four  years,  to  pay  off  In  gold  the  amount  of  their 
one-pound  notes  tiien  in  circalation,  (about  £7,500- 
000 ;)  farther,  to  provide  the  coin  for  pajing  off  the 
country  small  notes  in  182S,  (about  £7,600,000 
more;)  ha  addition  to  which,  the  necesdty  was  im- 
poied  of  pnnding  the  requisite  surplus  bullion  for 
uuming  Uie  conTertU>ility  of  all  their  Uotulitiea; 
"MibIx  addition  of  bullion  to  their  stock  could  not  be 
estimated  at  less  than  £5,000,000;  making  in  the 
aggregate  £20,000,000  of  gold  as  necessary  to  be 
procured  irom  forcigu  countries  witliin  the  space  of 
four  years  from  1819.  The  bank  cancelled  theh  own 
small  notes  in  18S1,  (two  years  before  the  time 
Ihiuted  by  Parliament)  In  1822,  being  three  years 
prior  to  uie  time  fixed  by  Parliament,  they  were  in 
a  situation  to  furnish  the  gold  for  payii^  off  the 
country  small  notes,  (that  is,  they  had  pnwnred  the 
whole  20  millions  in  gold,  near  100  millions  of 
dc^lam,  from  foreign  countries  in  three  yean,)  when, 
without  any  commanieation  with  the  bank,  tbe 
GoremraaDt  thought  proper  to  aatbuiie  a  oontlu- 
oance  of  the  drculatien  of  the  country  small  notes 
nutaiSSS." 

Mr.  B.  1^  it  was  here  Hon  that  the  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England  eomphUned  that,  when 
the  Bank  of  England  liad  procnred  twenty  mil- 
lions starling  in  gold  in  three  years,  (equal  to 
near  one  hundred  millions  of  doUars,)  and  had 
suppressed  its  own  small  notes,  and  had  gold 
enough  to  anpply  the  place  of  all  the  oonntry 
banks'  small  notea,  theae  country  banks  got 
the  time  extended  for  the  suppression  of 
theirs — got  it  done  in  Parliament,  vithont  con- 
sultation with  the  Bank  of  England — and  ex- 
tended np  to  the  year  1888.  This  is  the  testi- 
mony of  the  governor  of  the  bank,  and  the 
point  of  it  is  this :  that  tbe  Parliament  lost  the 

Slden  moment  of  doing  the  great  work,  and 
It  it  by  conforming  to  the  interests  of  tbe 
small  country  banks,  whose  friends  were  nu- 
nerotu  and  powwfnl  in  ParUament,  in  oppo- 
sition  to  the  interests  of  tiie  empire,  and  against 
tbe  wishes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  The  rest 
is  matter  of  history.  That  history  is,  that  these 
oonntry  banks  never  ei^oyed  the  seven  years 
which  Parliament  granted  tbem.  Having  seven 
years,  to  go  upon,  they  resolved  to  mske  hay 
wlule  the  sun  was  shining.  So  to  work  they 
went,  and  put  ont  more  small  notea  thui  ever. 
Hw  ebnieqaeiice  was^  the  vart  and  disastrons 
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explosion  of  the  paper  system  which  took  ^aoe 
in  1826,  an  explosion  which  covered  all  Eng- 
land with  the  wrecks  of  broken  fortunes,  and 
in  which  so  many  families  who  thought  them- 
selves affluent  were  suddenly  sunk,  without  any 
fault  of  their  own,  and,  as  if  by  mi^c  and  en- 
chantment, from  tbe  enjoyment  of  wealth  and 
happiness,  to  the  suffering  of  poverty,  misery, 
and  despMr.  History,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  sud  to  be 
philosophy  teaching  by  example.  Bat  how 
many  of  her  Iess(ms  are  lost  upon  the  world  1 
Here  is  a  great  leason  given  to  ns  in  oar  own 
time,  and  by  tiie  nation  from  whom  we  have 
borrowed  our  whole  system  of  banking.  Yet 
this  lesson  is  lost  upon  us ;  and  we  must  go 
through  her  sufferings,  and  learn  it  ourselvea, 
OS  she  did,  before  we  can  know  it.  Our  cir- 
cumstances are  the  same ;  we  have  accumulat- 
ed upwards  of  70  miUions  of  gold  and  silver ; 
it  is  increasing  every  day ;  we  are  ready  for 
the  oi>eration  of  drawing  in  small  notes,  and 
putting  ont  hard  money ;  the  strong  and  re- 
spectable banks  wish  ns  to  do  it;  the  public 
interest  requires  it  to  be  done ;  the  policy  of 
President  Jaoksfm's  administration  preecrilMS 
it ;  yet  we  lose  the  golden  opportunity ;  we  pot 
it  off  for  Ave  yean  I  and  instead  of  adwting  an 
effidmt  course  to  act  npcm  masaes  of  braks, 
and  npon  every  variety  of  tiieir  oircnlation 
under  twenty  dollars,  we  take  an  impotent,  in- 
efficient course,'  and  to  act  npon  units,  and  np- 
on the  notes  which  they  issue  only,  tmd  by  way 
of  bargain,  which  either  party  may  terminate 
when  it  pleases,  a  baroain  which  must  be  &tal 
to  onr  Truasnry  if  the  oanks  accept  it  I 

Mr.  B.,  having  ^one  over  these  objections  to 
the  committee's  hill,  would  now  ascend  to  a 
class  of  objections  of  a  higher  and  graver  char- 
acter. He  had  already  remarked  that  the  com- 
mittee had  carried  ont  a  resolution,  and  had 
brought  back  s  bill ;  that  the  comxcdttee  pro- 
posed a  Btatntrary  enaetment,  where  t2ie  Sena- 
tor tfam  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewnio,)  and  the  Senator 
from  Virginiai  (Mr.  Kivns,)  had  only  proposed 
a  joint  resolution ;  and  he  had  alreiidy  farther 
remarked,  that  In  additimi  to  this  total  change 
in  the  mode  of  action,  the  ooQunittee  had  added 
what  neither  of  these  Senators  had  proposed, 
a  clause,  under  a  pnfriso,  to  enact  paper  money 
into  cash — to  pass  paper  money  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  as  cash — and  to  punish, 
by  the  loss  of  the  deposits,  any  deposit  hank 
which  should  refase  so  to  receive,  so  to  credit, 
and  BO  to  pass,  the  notes  "  receivable  "  nnder 
the  provisionB  of  their  bill.  These  two  afaaDges 
make  entirely  a  new  measure — one  of  wholly 
a  difi^nt  character  from  the  resolotioos  the 
two  Senators — a  measure  wUofa  openly  and  in 
terms,  and  under  penalties,  undertucee  to  make 
local  State  paper  a  le^  tender  to  the  Federal 
Government,  and  to  compel  the  reception  of  all 
its  revenues  in  the  notes  *'  receivable  "  nnder 
the  provisions  of  the  committee's  bill.  After 
this  gigantic  step — this  colossal  movement — in 
favor  M  paper  money,  there  was  but  one  step 
m<»e  for  the  ocnundttoe  totake^  and  thatwaato 
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make  these  notes  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments 
from  the  Federal  GoTemment.  Bnt  that  step 
was  tmnecessarr  to  be  taken  in  words,  for  it  is 
taken  in  fact,  when  the  other  great  stisp  becomes 
law.  For  it  is  inooatestable  that  what  tiie  Gov- 
ernment receives,  it  most  p^  out ;  imd  what 
it  pays  oat  becomes  the  cnrrency  tk  tbe  coun- 
try. So  that  when  this  bill  pasaes,  the  p^r 
money  of  the  local  banks  will  be  a  totder  by 
law  to  the  Federal  Government,  end  a  tender 
by  durene  from  the  Government  to  its  creditors 
and  the  people.  This  is  the  state  to  which  the 
committee's  bill  will  bring  os  1  and  now,  let  us 
pause  and  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  po- 
ailioa  we  occupy,  and  the  vast  ocean  of  paper 
on  which  we  are  proposed  to  be  emborkea. 

We  stand  upon  a  constitntion  wliioh  reoog- 
nizes  nothing  bnt  gold  and  silver  for  money ; 
we  stand  upon  a  legislation  of  near  fifty  years, 
which  recognizes  nothing  bnt  gold  and  silver 
tot  mimey.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  wo  have  a 
Btatntory  enactment  proposed  to  recognize  the 
paper  of  a  wUdemess  of  local  banks  for  money, 
and  in  so  doing  to  repeal  all  prior  l^^islatioa  by 
law,  and  the  constitntion  by  fact.  This  is  an 
era  in  oor  legislation.  It  is  statute  law  to  con- 
trol all  other  law,  and  is  not  a  resolution  to  aid 
other  laws,  and  to  express  the  opinions  of  Con- 
gress. On  this  point  he  must  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  what  he  had  siud  in  a  former  part  of 
this  debate,  when  he  dwelt  upon  the  difierenoe 
between  an  act  of  Congress  and  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  congratulated  himself  that  no 
act  of  the  national  Leg^slatnre  had  ever  attack- 
ed Uie  great  fimdamental  acts  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenues  in  the  gold  and  diver  mon^ 
of  tiie  GW^tntion. 

Kr.  B.  B^d,  the  effects  of  this  statute  would 
be,  to  make  a  pq>er  govenmuoit— to  insure  the 
expwtation  of  our  specie — to  leave  the  State 
banks  without  fomidations  to  rest  upon — ^to 
produce  a  oertun  catastrophe  in  the  whole  pa- 
per system-^to  revive  the  pretensions  of  the 
United  States  Bank — and  to  fastan,  for  a  time, 
the  Adam  Smith  system  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  whtde  Union. 

Kr.  B.  objected  to  the  bill,  for  want  of  cer- 
tainty in  the  kind  of  money  which  was  to  be 
recaved  in  the  land  ofScesf  The  whole  question 
was  left  afloat.  Kothing  was  fixed;  nothing 
was  stationary.  What  was  land-office  money 
to-day  might  not  be  so  to-morrow.  The  orders 
for  the  reception  and  r^eotion  of  different 
paper,  or  the  same  paper,  might  vary  from  day 
to  day.  A  fiumer  hears  that  the  notes  of  a 
particular  bank  are  recmvable ;  he  supplies 
himself  with  those  notes  and  goes  to  the  office. 
When  he  gets  there,  he  may  meet  an  order  to 
exclude  them ;  and  then  he  turned  over  to  a 
money-dealer  to  furnish  himself  with  other  notes, 
DO  better  than  those  he  had,  bat  at  a  cost  of  five, 
ten,  or  fifteen  per  cent,  to  him,  to  effect  the 
exchange.  Far  better  would  it  be  for  the 
fimners  and  settiers  to  have  the  permanenoy 
And  uniformity  of  gold  and  silver  only  f(a 
lanjUiffloe  p^rnieats;  then  the/  would  always 
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know  what  they  had  to  rely  upon,  and  would 
be  free  from  disappointments  aiid  impoutions. 

Hr.  B.  further  objected  to  the  reoeivabili^ 
of  paper  money  at  thie  land  offices,  on  account 
of  the  advantages  which  it  gave  to  bankers 
Mid  their  fovOTites  over  the  rest  oi  the  com- 
munity. To  a  banker,  or  his  favorite,  it  was 
pretty  immaterial  whether  he  gave  a  quire  or 
a  ream — a  handful,  or  an  armftu — of  his  paper, 
for  a  parcel  of  land ;  and  whether  this  paper 
was  speckled  over  with  fieures  for  five  dollars 
or  fifty  dollars,  or  five  hundred  dollars.  It  was 
all  pretty  much  the  same  thing  to  him.  To  a 
farmer,  however,  who  had  to  ^ve  labor,  or 
produce,  or  property,  for  every  dollar  ho 
obtained,  it  was  quite. another  aSisir;  and  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  stand  the  com- 
petition with  the  man  of  quires,  with  his 
machine  to  impress  letters  and  fiffures  for  as 
many  dollars  as  he  pleased,  on  tlie little  oblong 
slips  of  paper  which  oonstitnted  bank  notes. 
It  was  &  shame  in  tiie  Govmiment  to  put  tho 
fiumer  in  competition  with  snch  wholesalo 
manufiMSturers  of  paper  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  farther  objected  to  this  hill,  because 
its  tendency  was  to  inundate  the  new  States 
witii  strange  and  unknown  bank  paper.  In 
the  new  States,  whatever  was  land  ofiloe 
money  was  current  money.  It  was  current, 
not  only  at  the  land  office,  hut  in  every  place, 
and  all  over  the  State.  It  was  a  Government 
indorsement,  whidi  gave  credit  to  the  wholo 
issue  of  tiie  hank.  Taking  advantage  of  this, 
it  was  quite  usual  for  enterpriung  hanks  to  get 
their  paper  made  reoeivable  in  the  land  offices : 
then  go  to  the  new  Stately  and  1^  out  im- 
mense quantities  oi  it  in  the  purchase  of  prod- 
ucts, or  property;  and  then  leave  it  to  be 
diaved  out  of  the  hands  of  the  jieople  when 
it  ceased  to  be  land  office  money,  or  when 
specie  was  wanted  for  it 

Finally,  Mr.  B.  objected,  totally,  to  the  Idea 
of  continuing  to  receive  paper  money  for  tiie 
dues  of  the  Federal  Government.  This  hill 
was  Intended  to  he  a  permanent  law ;  there 
was  no  limitation  of  time  in  it.  It  was  in- 
tended to  continue  paper  money  forever  as  tho 
currency  of  the  Federal  Governments  There 
was  no  longer  any  plea  of  necesaty  to  justify 
such  a  gross  depurtare  from  the  constitution. 
It  is  not  now  as  it  was  in  1816,  when  the 
joint  resolutitm  of  tiiat  year  was  pa^ed.  Then, 
there  was  less  specie  in  the  country  than  ova 
was  known ;  now  tb^e  is  more  than  ever  was 
known.  The  joint  resdutioa  of  1816  was  a 
great  ^vanoe  upon  t^e  existing  state  of  things 
at  tJiat  time :  the  same  resolution  would  be  a 
retrograde  movement,  and  a  great  falling  back 
at  the  present  day.  We  have  now  near  eighty 
millions  of  specie.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury confuted  it  at  seventy-three  millions  two 
months  ago,  and  it  has  been  increasing  ever 
since.  A  New  Orleans  paper  computes  it  at 
eighty  millions.  Say  the  amount  ia  seventy-flve 
millions;  that  sum  is  for  beyond  any  posdble 
<Ufinfnid  that  the  collection  ox  the  revenues  in 
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specie  could  demand.   Oa  tbis  pdnt  B. 

rke  with  data  in  his  hand,  and  oonld 
tODStrate  and  prove  np  what  he  said.  Be 
had  two  different  data  to  go  upon,  either  of 
which  woald  be  snfficient,  and  both  of  which, 
bother,  would  be  conelnrave.  first,  as  to  the 
amoont  of  money  which  it  roqnires  to  eflbot  a 
ciTen  amonnt  of  paj^enta  in  transsoting  the 
uudness  of  the  country.  Everxbody  knows 
that  it  does  not  require  an  amoont  of  money 
eqoal  to  Uie  wIk^  amount  annual  pay- 
ments, to  make  those  payment!.  Tlds  nugbt 
be  tile  ease  if  erery  creator  ate  all  tiie 
money  which  he  recelred;  but  as  he  does 
not  eat  it,  bnt  pays  it  over  to  somebody 
dse^  it  fi^ows  that  the  some  piece  of  money 
performs  many  payments  in  the  coarse  of  the 
year ;  and,  consequently,  that  a  snm  far  below 
the  amoont  of  annud  payments  will  be  saffi- 
dent  to  effect  idl  those  payments.  A  propor- 
tionate supply,  then,  is  all  that  is  wanted ;  and 
that  proportion  is  fired  by  political  economists 
at  the  one-tenth.  Thus,  annoal  payments  to 
the  amonnt  of  ten  millions  may  be  effected,  by 
means  of  one  milliou ;  and  so  on  in  the  same 
proportion,  for  any  amount.  Upon  this  data 
It  voidd  Teqmre  hut  a  small  part  of  our  seventy 
odd  ndlUona  to  effect  all  the  annual  payments 
to  the  Federal  Government.  Then,  try  another 
data.  Take  the  experience  of  the  Bonk  of  the 
UnitedStates.  Dnring  thetimetbotthat  bank 
was  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government, 
nothing  was  received  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment but  its  own  notes  and  silver;  for  there 
was  then  no  gold  in  circnlation.  The  amount 
of  United  States  Bank  notes  in  circnlation, 
thoagh  pnshed  np  a  few  times  to  twenty  odd 
millions,  was  generally  below  twenty;  bnt 
take  that  for  t£e  average,  and  add  the  silver, 
whieh  was  computed  in  1683,  by  the  Senator 
from  Hasaadmsetts,  (Hr.  Wbbstsb,)  in  the 
debate  on  the  renewal  of  the  bank  miarter,  at 
from  twenfyto  twenty-two  miUi(»u;  pnt  luese 
two  arnns  togetiier,  and  you  hare  about 
ibr^  millions,  or  Uttle  more  than  half  the  gtdd 
and  Mver  now  in  the  ootmtry.  Here,  a^n^ 
the  zesnlt  is  satisfactory,  and  shows  that  we 
have  more  than  enough  for  this  purpose.  Bnt 
there  is  stiU  a  third  way  to  arrive  at  the  same 
resnlt.  It  is  by  looking  to  the  actual  amount 
that  will  be  required  for  the  great  sources  of 
Government  demand — lands,  customs,  and  Post 
OfBce.  The  lands,  whether  sales  are  resbncted 
to  settlers,  or  limited  to  hard  money  payments, 
whidi  wonld  itself  be  a  restriction  of  ssles  to 
settlers,  it  is  oertun  not  more  than  five  or  six 
ndllioDS  ai  didlors'  wwth  would  be  sold ;  and, 
as  the  OoTOTnment  would  not  eat  theae  five  or 
nx  millions,  bnt  wf  them  haA  as  Cut  as 
received,  it  wonld  follow  that  a  part  only  of 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  pay- 
ment. Then,  as  to  the  cnstoms :  they  may 
amonnt  to  about  twenty  millions,  bnt  would, 
in  reality,  require  bnt  little  spede ;  for  the  pay- 
ments through  the  customs  are  seldom  made 
hj  Qoimting  mon^,  but  by  s  transfer  of  credit 


on  the  books  of  a  bank.  An  order  to  pay  the 
customs  in  hard  money  would  make  very  little 
difference  in  the  payments  as  now  made. 
This,  every  merchant  and  business  man  Ailly 
anderstanok  Next,  as  to  the  Post  Office: 
here  the  receipts  are  upwards  of  four  millions 
per'annum;  bnt  the  Postmaster  Creneral  does 
not  eat  the  money,  bnt  pays  it  out  immediatelyf 
and  sends  it  back  into  the  mass  of  circulation, 
in  payment  for  services  rendered  to  the  Depart* 
ment  by  contractors^  agents,  deputy  po8&* 
masters,  who  munediatdy  disbnise  it 
among  the  oommunity. 

Hr.  B.  said  that  this  though  in  its  terms 
a  general  measure,  and  profBs^ng  to  aot  (mif 
on  coming  events,  yet  was,  in  rwlity,  a  mrasnre 
rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July  last; 
and,  as  such,  was  greeted  and  saluted  by  the 
friends  of  the  recision  on  this  fioor.  They 
openly  celebrated  the  advent  of  the  bill  as  the 
triumph  of  their  movement,  and  announce  its 
passage  as  a  welcome  victory.  This  may  be. 
They  may  carry  the  bill,  bnt  they  canijot  carry 
the  argument.  They  may  rescind  the  radet; 
but  thOT  cannot  verUy  Mr.  Biddle's  predieti(m 
of  the  distress  it  was  to  create,  nor  mvalidate 
President  Jac^aon^s  ststemflnt  of  the  good  It 
had  produced.  In  the  monOi  ot  Kovemher, 
Mr.  Biddle  predicted  a  world  of  woe — all  to 
take  place  by  the  time  that  Congress  met,  and 
all  to  result  from  the  Treaannr  order,  and  thft 
manner  of  exeonting  the  deposit  act — *'  Intense 
pecuniary  distress ;  derangement  of  ex<dianges ; 
loss  of  confidence ;  destmction  of  the  pnblio 
prosperity ;  scarcity  of  money ;  fall  of  prices ; 
ruin  of  the  currency ;  "  and  he  averred  that 
the  instant  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order,  under 
the  command  of  Oongress,  if  the  Secretary 
would  not  do  it  volontarily,  would  restore  confi- 
dence in  twenty-four  hoars,  and  pat  an  end  to 
all  this  mass  of  woe  in  twenty-fonr  days.  On 
the  otlier  hand,  the  Preddeut  informed  ns,  in 
his  annual  Menage,  that  the  same  Treosnry 
ordw  had '  produced  many  salutaiy  oonse- 
quences.  He  says  it  has  <me6ked  the  career 
of  the  Western  banks,  and  ^ven  &em  addi- 
tional strength  to  meet  approving  difficnlties ; 
that  it  has  cat  off  the  means  of  speculation  in 
the  public  lands;  that  it  has  saved  the  new 
States  from  the  evils  of  a  non-resident  pro- 
prietorship ;  that  it  has  kept  open  the  public 
lands  to  the  entry  of  cultivators,  and  saved 
them  from  competition  with  those  who  are 
favored  with  honk  facilities ;  that  it  has  caused 
gold  and  silver  to  flow  into  the  new  States, 
and  placed  the  badness  of  the  whole  country 
on  a  safer  and  more  solid  basis.  Ti^  is  the 
representation  ot  the  President ;  and  whidi  ia 
the  true  piotnre  ?  his  statement,  or  Mr.  Biddle'a 
prediotimt  BarAf  the  state  of  the  oountry 
will  answer  the  question  1  Oertainly  the  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  every  Individnal  will  enable 
him  to  answer  it  1  The  whole  prediction  for 
the  panic  and  pressure  has  failed  f  the  edict  for 
tho  distress  has  fidledl  It  was  to  no  purpose 
that  the  distreaa  was  otmunenced  at  aerenl 
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plBoes ;  that  msaj  presaes,  and  Beveral  Bpeaken 
vn  this  floor,  annonuoed  and  proclaimed  it 
The  Beventy  odd  millions  of  hard  money  which 
had  been  brooght  into  the  country  was  death 
to  the  operation ;  and.  after  a  few  run  effbrts 
to  renew  the  soenes  at  1888,  after  a  abor^ 
tive  demmistratioiu  to  alam  the  paUio,  *tiie 
whole  ooatrivanoe  was  abandoned,  or,  rath», 
the  performanoe  was  postponed ;  ft^  it  is  never 
to  be  foi^tton  that  panic  and  pressure  is  part 
of  the  permanent  system  of  the  denationalized 
natifflul'  hank,  and  will  be  broaght  to  bear, 
whenever  opportunity  will  permit,  nntU  it  shall 
be  proved  to  the  people  that  they  cannot  live 
without  a  national  bank.  The  edict  fbr  the 
cUstress,  then,  baa  fdled;  and  the  &ilnre  of 
that  scheme  is  itself  the  proof  of  the  tmth  of 
Prendent  Jackson's  statement  of  the  good 
effects  of  the  order.  That  order  has  been 
attended  by  every  ^ood  effect  which  he  has 
mentioned,  and  Hob  is  nniversally  known  in  the 
West,  and  is  proved  negatively  by  the  total 
abaenee  of  a&  complaint  from  that  quarter. 
Kobody  in  the  new  States  eomplafais  to  ns;  no 
one  in  the  new  States  sends  nem  to  demand 
the  recision  of  the  order.  That  demsud  cornea 
from  Philadelphia,  where  there  are  no  pablio 
lands ;  from  Kentacky,  where  there  are  none ; 
from  Ohio,  where  there  are  next  to  none ;  and 
from  members  on  this  floor,  who  are  backed  by 
no  memorials  from  home.  The  letter  from  the 
clerk  in  the  land  office  at  Kalamazoo  covers  the 
whole  gronnd,  and  proves  the  wisdom,  the 
beneficence,  and  the  necessity  of  that  order. 
Ttie  dim'mTition  of  the  sales  after  the  issning  of 
the  order  is  a  farther  proof  to  the  same  effect. 
Before  the  sales,  tbat  is  to  say,  in  the  months 
of  Uo^  and  June,  two  months  in  which  the 
anuranfc  of  sales  shotild  have  been  least,  they 
amonnted  to  the  sum  d  alz  millions  and  a 

a Darter ;  the  months  of  Octobor  and  STovember, 
tie  two  months  {n.whiob  the  soles  should  have 
been  greatest,  the  amonnt  was  three  millions 
one  hondred  thousand.  The  month  of  Beoem- 
ber,  though  the  returns  are  not  complete,  shows 
a  still  farther  decline ;  and  if  gentlemen  had 
patience  to  wiut  for  the  retams  of  January, 
the  first  month  in  which  the  order  had  fdl 
effect,  they  would,  no  doubt,  find  it  bringing 
down  the  sales  to  a  moderate  amount,  and 
effecting  a  diminution  income,  from  that 
source  of  revenue,  to  as  small  a  degree  as  could 
be  denred,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  simple, 
the  most  regolar,  the  most  effectual,  and  the 
most  satisfaotoiy,  that  can.  be  devised  by  the 
wit  of  man. 

Ever^lgood  consequence  stated  by  the  Presi- 
dent had  resulted  from  the  operation  of  the 
order ;  and  the  evidenoe  of  this  was  too  public 
and  notorious  to  require  illustration,  or  to  admit 
of  enumeration.  But  there  was  one  point  of 
his  statement  which  was  an  exception  to  this 
remark,  and  on  which  it  would  be  profitable  to 
go  into  some  detidl ;  for  it  conoemed  not  only 
the  lands,  but  the  far  more  imp<Mtant  subjeot  (U 
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the  curreucy  itself ;  he  alladed  to  that  part  of 
the  Preudent's  Kessage  in  which  he  stated  that 
this  order  had  checked  the  career  of  the  Vest- 
em  banks,  and  compelled  them  to  strengthen 
themselves  against  the  revolsons  consequent 
upcm  evei7  expansicm  of  the  bank  issues.  This 
was  true  to  a  d^ree  of  which  no  one  had  a 
oonoeption  but  wmb  who  had  aooeaa  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  oondition  of  all  the  baaka^ 
and  who  availed  themselves  of  that  right  of 
access  to  examine  into  the  oonditicm.  of  these 
banks,  and  to  compare  that  condition  with  Uie 
approved  principlea  <tf  what  is  cmddered  safe 
and  sound  banking. 

Kr.  B.  said  th^  among  those  things  which 
were  considered  as  settled  in  the  science  and 
mystery  of  banking,  there  was  one  prindplo 
which  required  the  immediate  means  of  the 
bank  to  bear  a  oertidn  proportion  to  its  imme- 
diato  liabilitiM;  below  which  proportion  it 
was  not  safe  for  the  bank  to  descend.  The 
immediate  means  of  the  bank  are  its  specie  on 
hand ;  its  liahilitiea  are  the  dreulalicHi  and  the 
depouta;  and  the  pnxmrtion  whidi  these 
ought  to  bear  to  each  other  has  been  fixed,  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  after  an  ezperieoee  of 
one  hundred  ana  forty  years,  at  the  one-third. 
Mr.  B.  deemed  the  verification  of  this  principle 
BO  material  that  it  deseed  to  be  proved  as 
well  as  staged.  He  would  therefore  produce 
the  sworn  testimony  on  this  point  taken  before 
Lord  Althorp's  committee  in  1683,  and  should 
confine  himself  to  the  evidence  of  the  governor 
of  the  l)ai^  and  one  of  its  directors.  The 
testimony  of  Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  the  governor 
of  the  bank,  is  this :  "  The  averse  proportjoQ, 
as  already  observed,  of  coin  and  buUioa  whidt 
the  bank  thinks  it  prudent  to  ke^  on  hand,  is 
ot  the  rato  of  a  tfaiid  of  the  total  amount  of  all 
her  liabilities^  induding  deports  as  well  aa 
issues.?*  Ur.  Ge<nve  Tard  Nomum,  a  director 
of  the  bai^  states  ue  same  thing  in  a  different 
form  of  wor^  He  says :  "  For  a  full  state 
of  the  circnlation  and  the  deposits,  say  twenty- 
one  miUions  of  notes  and  six  millions  of  de- 
posits, making  in  the  whole  twenty-seven  nul- 
lions  of  liabilities,  the  proper  sum  in  coin  and 
bullion  for  the  bank  to  retun  is  nine  millions." 
Thus,  the  average  proportion  of  one-third  be- 
tween the  specie  on  hand  and  the  circulation 
and  deposits,  most  be  considered  as  an  estab- 
lished principle  at  that  bank,  which  is  quite 
the  lai^est,  and  amongst  the  oldest  in  the 
world.  It  mi^t  be  weU  also  to  remark  that 
the  same  propOTtiwi,  very  neariy,  jnev^Ied  in 
the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  at  tiie  time  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposits  in  October,  1838 ; 
it  was,  of  specie  on  huid,  $10,668.441 ;  of  dr- 
cnlation  and  deposits,  $87,106,466 ;  being  at 
the  rato  of  between  one-third  and  one-fonrth 
of  (q>ede  in  hand  for  immediate  liabilities.  The 
propordon  of  about  one-third  being  then  eetab- 
tished  as  the  principle  of  safety  in  banking,  let 
us  apply  that  principle  to  some  of  our  Western 
depout  banks  in  July  last,  to  see  what  was 
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th^oondltionatthetUme^  and  In  HOTpnber, 
to  B«e  whether  that  ramdlttnt  was  boprond, 
u  stated  b;^  the  FnaSdsnt. 

[Here  the  rtrteaenta  were  produced.] 

Hr.  B.  Bfud  SDch  was  the  oonditloii  of  some 
of  the  Western  depodt  banks  in  Jnlj  last,  and 
snoh  t^eff  condition  in  November;  verf  far 
below  the  Bank  of  England  atandurd  at  boUi 
periods,  bat  greatlj  improved  by  the  operation 
(tf  the  mete  ordWi  a^  donbtUas  mnoh  more 
fmproTed  bj  its  oontinned  opent&oa  to  this 
time.  There  were  many  othera  of  these  banks 
also  foiling  for  below  the  Bank  of  Eng^d 
standard  in  Jn^  and  Kovember,  and  stUl  below 
it.  Mi.  B.  waa  ready  to  admit,  what  eveir 
bosioeea  man  most  understand,  that  all  theee 
banks  have  a  list  of  debts,  and  of  bills  of 
exchan^,  falling  dae  from  day  to  day,  and 
amonntmg  in  the  UKregate  to  more  than  all 
their  liabilities ;  bns  he  mnat  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  the  Bank  of  England  also  has 
her  list  of  debtors^  and  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  theee  debtors  are  in  the  city  of  London, 
within  tiiii^  minatea*  nm  of  the  bank ;  that 
she  ia  dtnatod  in  tiie  moused  in^ropc^  of 
the  vnlrerBe;  that  ahe  is  simpwted  by  tiie 
rioheat  and  most  nrnnraoos  body  of  menshants 
upon  the  earth,  and  bathed  by  the  whole  power 
of  the  British  GoTemment,  which  stands  her 
aecnritr  far  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  and 
lends  her  exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  of 
millions,  and  increases  their  interest  to  focili- 
tate  their  sale  when  necessary ;  and  ^at,  with 
all  these  resources,  such  as  no  bank  in  our 
America  can  pretend  to,  she  yet  deems  it  neces- 
sary to  have  always  on  hand,  in  coin  and  bul- 
lion, the  on^third  of  the  amount  of  her  circular 
tion  and  deposits.  What,  then,  must  be  thought 
of  the  omdntiott  of  anne  of  the  banks  referred 
tos  and  otbwB  which  nUght  be  referred  to,  in 
Jmjlastl  bistead  of  one-third  apede  in  hand 
to  meet  thdr  immediate  UabiHl^  the  aotnal 
proportion  in  hand  was  the  one-twentieth,  the 
one-thirtieth,  the  one-fortieth,  and  the  one- 
fiftieth  t  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  beyond  all  human 
doubL  that  if  the  Treasury  order  had  not  been 
issued,  that  the  Western  deposit  banks  would 
have  exploded  in  the  course  of  the  last  fitU, 
and  that  we  should  now  have  been  sitting  here 
amidst  the  wrecks  of  the  paper  system.  That 
order  prevented  this  catastrophe;  and  it  is 
preeiseiy  because  it  did  prevent  it,  that  it  has 
excited  the  rage  of  Mr.  Biddle,  and  of  the 
whole  politieal  wtj  imbodied  under  the  ori- 
fiamme  of  the  denationalized  natimal  bank. 
a  balked  tiielr  present  of  reasoension  to 
poww  through  the  rntn  of  the  flnanoea ;  and 
in  their  rage  for  this  disappointment^  they  de- 
nounce the  Prerident  for  a  violation  of  the  laws 
and  the  constitution;  they  charge  him  with 
ruiidng  the  countir ;  they  attempt  a  new  panio 
and  preaanre ;  and  they  call  upon  Gongreaa  to 
repeal  the  order. 

CHere  lb.  Benton  nad  a  bank  letter  ta  Mr. 


[Sbub. 

Biddle,  fai  fkror  of  flie  looal  banks  and  ^jainak  the 
q>ede  drcnlar,  and  showing  tint  he  dialked  oat 

the  plan  for  this  attack  upon  that  droolar,  and  in 
favor  of  imposing  paper  money  apon  the  federal 
treasury,  just  as  he  bad  dudked  oat  all  the  meaBnes 
for  the  panio  soidan.] 

Mr.  B.  Bidd  that  the  -riewa  and  sentiments 
Aueloeed  in  tiiia  extract  were  of  great  momentL 
and  oas^t  to  be  carefully  considered  by  all 
whose  oD^it  ia,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  legislate, 
or  to  act,  upon  the  subject  of  the  ourreooy. 
The  dengn  is  here  disclosed  to  etir  up  the  local 
banks  a^inst  the  Federal  Government,  to  make 
alliance  with  them,  and  to  force  the  Gk>Tem-* 
ment  to  reodve  their  paper  in  payment  of  all 
federal  dues.  This  ia  the  design  disclosed; 
and  with  what  motive  ?  Certeunly  to  rain  the 
finances  of  the  Federal  Government  I  Certainly 
to  compel  the  administrations  of  General  Jack- 
son and  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  repeat  the  fatal  error 
of  Mr.  Ifo^son'a  administration,  that  of  under- 
taking to  make  a  national  cnrrenoy  out  of  local 
bank  notes.  Warned  by  that  fatal  error  of 
those  who  put  down  the  first  national  bonk, 
those  who  put  down  the  second  one  determined 
to  avoid  it.  and  for  that  purpose  to  re-establish 
for  the  Federal  Government  the  currency  of  the 
constitution.  When  this  deaign  waa  announced, 
our  opponents  treated  it  with  derision.  They 
said  it  could  not  be  done ;  that  a  gpld  and  silver 
currency  coidd  not  be  revived.  They  ridiculed 
the  attempt ;  but  what  is  the  answer  which 
four  years  have  given  to  their  ridicule  ?  It  ia  , 
the  actual  revival  of  the  gold,  currency,  of 
whioh  near  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  now 
in  the  country ;  it  la  in  the  actual  increase  of 
our  spede  from  twen^  or  twenty-two  milUoncL 
as  computed  by  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  himself,  when  the  charter  for 
thiU  institution  was  applied  for  in  1832,  to 
near  eight  millions,  which  it  is  now  known  to 
be.  The  experiment  of  getting  the  gold  and 
silver  into  the  country  has  succeeded ;  ridicule 
has  failed  of  its  office.  The  gold  and  silver  is 
her&  enough,  and  more  than  eoongh,  to  make 
all  the  payments  to  and  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment Ridicule  will  no  longer  answer: 
stronger  meastires  must  be  resorted  to,  and 
l^islation  has  become  indispensable  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  constitutional  currency.  To 
prevent  the  specie  in  the  country  from  beii^ 
used,  is  now  the  design ;  and,  to  accompIi£ 
that  purpose,  it  becomes  necessary  to  force  the 
loosi  paper  of  the  States  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment The  passage  of  this  bill  is  indispens- 
able to  the  success  of  Mr.  Biddle's  design,  dis- 
olosed  in  the  letter  frcon  which  an  extract  had 
been  read.  He  wants  the  question  made  be- 
tween a  national  cnrrenoy  of  United  States 
Bank  notes,  and  a  national  currency  of  local 
bank  notes.  He  knows  that  between  these  two 
the  United  States  Bank  notes  will  prevail  \  that 
they  will  conquer,  that  they  will  whip,  yes, 
whip  like  a  dog,  your  nationu  ounenoy  of  local 
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plaoea ;  that  man  j  presses,  and  several  speakers 
on  this  floor,  annonnced  end  proclaimed  it. 
The  seventy  odd  millions  of  hard  money  which 
had  been  bronght  li^  the  oomitry  was  death 
to  the  operadon ;  and,  after  a  few  vain  efforts 
to  renew  the  soenes  of  1688,  after  a  fbw  abor- 
tive demonstratioDB  to  alartn  the  pablio,  'the 
whole  oontrivanoe  was  abandoned,  or,  rather, 
the  performance  was  postponed ;  for  it  is  never 
to  be  foi^tten  that  panic  and  pressore  is  part 
of  the  permanent  syatem  of  the  denationalized 
nationu  bank,  and  will  be  bronght  to  buir, 
whenever  opportunity  will  permit,  until  it  shall 
be  proved  to  the  people  that  they  cannot  live 
witnoat  a  national  bank.  The  edict  for  ^e 
distress,  then,  has  failed;  and  the  foUnre  of 
that  scheme  is  itself  the  proof  Of  the  tmth  of 
President  Jackson's  statement  of  the  good 
effiwts  of  the  order.  That  order  has  been 
attended  by  every  good  effect  which  he  has 
mentioned,  and  this  is  nniversally  known  in  the 
West,  and  is  proved  negatively  by  the  total 
Abaenoe  of  aU  ocmqdunt  tarn,  that  qnarter. 
Nobody  in  tiie  new  States  oom^^na  to  ns ;  no 
one  in  the  new  States  sends  here  to  demand 
the  rectsion  of  the  order.  That  demand  comes 
from  Fhilad^hia,  where  there  are  no  public 
lands ;  from  Kentucky,  where  there  are  none ; 
from  Ohio,  where  there  are  next  to  none and 
from  members  on  this  floor,  who  are  backed  by 
no  memorials  from  home.  The  letter  from  the 
clerk  in  the  land  office  at  Kalanuuoo  covers  the 
whole  gronnd,  and  proves  the  wiadom,  the 
beneficence,  and  the  necessity  of  that  order. 
The  diminution  of  the  sales  after  the  issning  of 
the  order  is  •  farther  proof  to  the  same  e^t. 
Brfore  the  Eudea,  that  u  to  say,  in  the  months 
of  "Uaj  and  June,  two  months  hi  which  the 
amount  of  aalea  mould  have  been  least,  they 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  six  millions  and  a 

a Darter ;  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
le  two  months  in  .which  the  sales  ahould  have 
been  greatest,  the  amount  was  Ihree  milUons 
one  hundred  thonsand.  The  month  of  Decem- 
ber, though  the  returns  are  not  complete,  shows 
a  still  farther  decline ;  and  if  gentlemen  had 
patience  to  wait  for  the  returns  of  January, 
the  first  month  in  which,  the  order  had  fhll 
effect,  they  would,  no  doubt,  find  it  bringing 
down  the  sales  to  a  moderate  amount,  and 
effieoting  a  (Uminn1i(ni  of  income,  from  that 
source  of  revenue,  to  as  small  a  degree  as  could 
Im  desired,  and  in  a  manner  the  moat  mmple, 
the  most  regular,  the  most  effectual,  and  the 
most  satiafiMitory,  that  can  he  devised  by  the 
wit  of  man. 

Everx  good  consequence  stated  by  the  Presi- 
dent had  resulted  from  the  operation  of  the 
order ;  and  the  evidence  of  this  was  too  public 
and  notorious  to  require  illustration,  or  to  admit 
of  enumeration.  But  there  was  one  point  of 
Ms  statement  which  was  an  exception  to  this 
remark,  and  on  which  it  wonld  be  profitable  to 
go  into  some  detail ;  for  it  concerned  not  only 
tiie  lands,  bat  the  far  more  important  sabjeot  of 


the  currency  itself;  he  alluded  to  that  part  of 
the  Preeident's  Meesage  in  which  he  stated  that 
this  order  had  checked  the  career  of  the  West- 
em  banks,  and  compelled  them  to  strengthen 
themselves  against  the  revulsions  oonsequeot 
iqKHk  every  expandon  of  the  hank  iamea.  This 
was  true  to  a  dwree  of  which  no  <me  had  a 
oonoeptirai  but  uoae  who  had  aooen  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  oimdition  of  all  the  banks, 
and  who  availed  themselves  of  that  right  of 
access  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  these 
banks,  and  to  compare  that  condition  with  the 
approved  principles  d  what  is  considered  wft 
and  sound  banking. 

Mr,  B,  said  th^  among  those  things  which 
were  considered  as  settled  in  the  science  and 
mystery  of  banking,  there  was  one  principle 
which  required  the  immediate  means  of  the 
bank  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  to  its  imme- 
diate liabilities;  below  wlkich  proportion  it 
was  not  safe  t<a  the  bank  to  desoend.  The 
immediate  means  of  the  bank  are  its  ^»ecie  tm 
hand ;  its  Uabilidee  are  flie  ciroulation  and  the 
depodts;  tsA  the  proportion  which  these 
ought  to  bear  to  each  other  has  been  fixed,  at 
the  Bank  of  En^and,  after  an  experience  of 
one  hundred  and  ibrty  years,  at  the  one-third. 
Mr.  B.  deemed  the  verification  of  this  principle 
so  material  that  it  deserved  to  be  proved  as 
well  as  stated.  He  would  therefore  produce 
the  sworn  testimony  on  this  point  taken  before 
Lord  Althorp's  committee  in  1833,  and  should 
confine  himself  to  the  evidence  of  the  governor 
of  the  ^faiik  and  one  of  its  directors.  The 
testimony  of  Mr.  Huraley  Palmer,  the  governor 
of  the  iHUik,  is  this :  "  The  avenue  proportioq, 
as  already  observed,  of  coin  and  bnUion  which 
tiie  bank  thinks  it  pmdrat  to  keep  on  band,  is 
at  the  rate  <rf  a  thira  of  the  total  amount  of  all 
her  liabilities,  including  deposits  as  well  as 
issues."  Mr.  George  Ward  Norman,  a  director 
of  the  bank,  states  the  same  thing  in  a  different 
form  of  words.  He  says :  "  For  a  full  state 
of  the  circulation  and  the  deposits,  say  twenty- 
one  millions  of  notes  and  six  millions  of  de- 
posits, making  in  the  whole  twenty-eeven  mil- 
lions of  liabilities,  the  pro{«r  sum  in  coin  and 
bullion  for  the  bank  to  retain  is  nine  millions." 
Thus,  the  average  proportion  of  one-third  be- 
tween the  specie  on  band  and  the  circulation 
and  deposits,  must  be  conudered  as  an  esteb- 
lished  principle  at  that  hank,  which  is  qwte 
the  latest,  and  amongst  the  ddest  in  tlie 
world.  It  mic^t  be  wdl  also  to  remark  thri 
the  same  proportion,  very  near^,  prevailed  in 
the  33attk  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
the  removid  of  the  depouts  in  October,  1883 ; 
it  was,  of  epecie  m  hand,  $10,668.441 ;  of  dr- 
culation  and  depoats,  137,105,465 ;  being  at 
the  rate  of  between  one-third  and  one-fourth 
of  specie  in  hand  for  immediate  liabilities.  The 
proportion  of  about  one-third  being  then  estab- 
lished as  the  principle  of  safety  in  banking,  let 
us  apply  that  principle  to  some  of  our  Western 
deposit  banks  in  July  bst^  to  see  what  was 
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their  coodition  at  that  time ;  and  In  Nov^ber, 
to  Bee  whether  that  conditini  was  improved, 
u  stated  by  the  PreeideQi. 

[Here  the  atatements  were  prodooed.] 

Mr.  B.  said  aoch  was  the  oondition  of  aome 
<tf  iha  Weetem  deposit  baoka  In  J11I7  last,  mA 
Bach  their  condition  in  Kovember;  very-  Car 
below  the  Bank  of  England  standard  at  both 
periods,  bat  greatly  improved  Taj  the  operation 
of  the  specie  order,  and  doahflees  mnch  more 
improved  by  its  continned  operation  to  tids 
time.  There  were  many  others  of  these  banks 
also  &lling  far  below  the  Bank  of  England 
standard  in  July  and  NoTember,  and  still  bdow 
it  Mr.  B.  was  ready  to  admit,  what  every 
business  man  mnst  understand,  that  all  these 
banks  have  a  list  of  debts,  and  of  MDs  oi 
exebany,  AlUng  dae  from  day  to  day,  and 
amoanbng  in  the  aggregate  to  more  t£an  all 
their  liabUitiea;  bat  he  mnst  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  the  Bank  of  England  dso  has 
her  list  of  debtors,  and  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  these  debtors  are  in  the  city  of  London, 
within  thirty  minntes'  nm  of  the  bank ;  that 
she  is  ntnatod  in  the  moneyed  metropolis  of 
the  nniverse;  that  she  is  sapported  by  the 
richest  and  most  nameroos  body  of  merchants 
Qpon  the  earth,  and  backed  by  the  whole  power 
of  the  British  Qovenunent,  which  Btanofl  her 
aecarity  for  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  and 
lends  her  ezcheqner  bills  to  the  amoont  of 
mlUionSj  and  increases  their  interest  to  &ciU- 
tote  their  sale  when  necessary ;  and  ^at,  with 
all  these  reaoarcea^  snch  as  no  bank  m  oar 
America  can  pretend  to,  she  yet  deems  it  neces- 
sary to  have  always  on  hand,  In  coin  and  bnl- 
Uon,  the  on»-tlurd  of  tiie  amoont  of  her  cirenla- 
tion  and  deposits.  What,  then,  most  be  thonght 
of  the  c<Hiaition  of  some  of  the  buiks  referred 
to,  and  others  which  might  be  referred  to^  in 
Jmy  last?   Instead  of  one-third  specie  in  hand 
to  meet  their  immediate  liabilities,  the  actual 
proportion  in  hand  was  the  one-twentieth,  the 
one-thirtieth,  the  one-fortieth,  and  the  one- 
fiftieth  I    Mr.  B.  BaXd  it  was  beyond  aU  hmnan 
donbt  that  if  the  Treasury  order  had  not  been 
issued,  that  the  Western  deposit  banks  would 
have  exploded  in  the.  oonne  of  the  last  &11, 
and  that  we  shoold  now  have  been  dtting  here 
amidst  the  wrecks  ttf  tiie  paper  syitem.  That 
order  prevented  this  catastrophe;  and  it  is 
precisely  because  it  did  prevent  it^  that  it  has 
excited  the  rage  of  Mr^  Biddle,  and  of  the 
whole  politioal  party  imbodied  under  the  ori- 
ficmoM  of  the  denationalized  national  bank. 
It  balked  their  present  hopes  of  reascenrion  to 
wer  through  the  ruin  of  the  finances ;  and 
their  rage  for  this  disappointmeot^  they  de- 
nonnce  the  President  for  a  violation  of  the  hiws 
and  HtxA  coustitution ;  they  charge  him  with 
xidning  the  oonntar ;  they  attempt  a  new  panic 
and  pressure ;  and  they  call  upon  Congress  to 
repeal  the  order. 

[Here  Mr.  Benton  read  a  bank  letter  of  Mr. 


[Souzs. 

Biddle,  in  fkvor  of  the  locml  bsnks  and  ■gainst  the 
spede  cjrcolar,  and  ahoiriDg  that  he  chalked  out 
the  plan  for  this  attadc  nptm  that  drcular,  and  In 
Jkvor  of  Imposiiig  paper  money  upon  the  federal 
treasury,  just  as  he  bad  dtalked  out  all  the  messana 
fer  the  psnfcs  sesrion.] 

Hr.  B.  sidd  that  the  views  and  sentiments 
disclosed  in  this  extract  were  of  ^reat  moment; 
and  oaght  to  be  carefully  considered  by  all 
whose  du^it  is,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  legislate, 
or  to  act,  upon  the  subject  of  the  currency. 
The  draign  is  here  disclosed  to  stir  np  the  local 
banks  against  the  Federal  Qovenunent,  to  make 
alliance  with  them,  and  to  force  the  Qovem-^ 
moit  to  reoelve  tlmr  paper  in  payment  of  all 
federal  does.  This  is  the  design  disclosed; 
and  with  what  motive  ?  Oertainly  to  miu  the 
finances  of  the  Federal  Government  1  Certainly 
to  compel  the  administrations  of  General  Jack- 
sou  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  repeat  the  fatal  error 
of  Mr.  S£adison*s  administration,  that  of  under- 
taking to  make  a  national  currency  out  of  local 
bank  notes.  Warned  by  that  fiital  error  of 
those  who  put  down  the  first  national  ban^ 
those  who  put  down  the  second  one  determined 
to  avoid  it  and  for  that  purpose  to  re-establish 
for  the  Federal  Government  the  currency  of  the 
oonstitati^m.  When  this  dedgn  was  annoanced, 
oor  opponents  treated  it  with  deridon.  They 
said  it  could  not  be  done ;  that  a  gold  and  ^Iver 
currency  coidd  not  be  revived.  They  rldieoled 
the  attempt ;  but  what  is  the  answer  which 
four  years  have  given  to  their  ridicule  %  It  ia  , 
the  actual  rerival  of  the  gold  correnoy,  of 
whioh  near  twenl7  niillions  of  dollars  are  now 
in  the  country ;  it  is  in  the  actual  increase  of 
our  specie  from  twenty  or  twenty-two  millions, 
as  computed  by  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  himself,  when  the  charter  for 
that  institntion  was  applied  for  in  1832,  to 
near  eight  millions,  which  it  is  now  known  to 
be.  The  experiment  of  getting  the  gold  and 
idlver  into  the  country  has  succeeded ;  ridicule 
has  fidled  of  its  o£Eloe.  The  gold  and  silver  ia 
here,  enough,  and  more  than  enongh,  to  make 
all  the  payments  to  and  fhnn  tiiie  federal  Gov- 
ernment. Kdicnle  will  no  longer  answer; 
stronger  measnres  must  be  resorted  to,  ana 
legislation  has  beofnne  indispensable  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  constitutional  currency.  To 
prevent  the  specie  in  the  country  from  being 
used,  is  now  the  design ;  and,  to  accomplish 
that  pnrpose,  it  becomes  necessary  to  force  the 
local  paper  of  the  States  upon  the  Federd  Gov- 
ernment. The  passage  of  this  bill  is  indispens- 
able to  the  success  of  Mr.  Biddle^s  design,  dis- 
closed in  the  letter  from  which  an  extract  had 
been  read.  He  wants  the  question  made  be- 
tween a  national  enrrency  of  United  States 
Bank  notes,  and  «  national  ourrency  of  local 
bank  notes.  He  knows  that  between  these  two 
the  Ui^ted  States  Bsnk  notes  will  prevail ;  that 
they  will  conquer,  that  they  will  whip,  ye& 
whip  like  a  dof^  your  national  onirenoy  01  load 
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bank  notea.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  want 
the  qnestdon  made  between  paper  and  gold, 
knowing  that  the  country  will  sustain  gold 
against  paper;  and  these  are  the  qnestions 
which  are  now  to  bo  decided  by  this  bill.  This 
bill  will  make  qnertion  In  the  form  wished 
by  the  friends  of  fhe  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
and  will  insnre  them  the  trimiph  to  which  they 
look  for  the  ro-establishment  of  tiie  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  restoration  of  its  political 
fiienda  to  power. 

Biif  I  have  performed  a  duty  to  piysfd^  not 
pleasant,  but  nece^sarj.  This  bill  is  to  be  an 
era  in  onr  l^islation  and  in  oor  political  his- 
Jtorj.  It  ia  to  be  a  point  npon  which  the  fntare 
age  will  be  thrown  back,  and  from  which  fotnre 
conseqaencee  will  be  traced.  I  separate  my- 
self from  it ;  I  wash  my  hands  of  it ;  I  oppose 
it  I  am  one  of  those  who  promised  gold,  not 
paper.  I  promised  the  correnoy  of  the  oonsti- 
tation,  not  the  currency  of  corporations.  I  did 
not  join  in  patUng  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  pat  up  &  wilderness  of  local 
banks.  I  did  not  Join  in  putting  down  the 
paper  onrrenoy  of  a  national  bank,  to  put  up  a 
national  paper  currency  of  a  thousand  IcmmI 
banks.  I  did  not  strike  Osaaar,  to  make  An- 
tony master  oi  Borne. 

Pretidmt  and  Vies  Pntident  elect. 

Mr.  Gbckdt  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  acting 
.on  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  for  the 
^pointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  count  the 
votes  for  Prewdent  and  Vice  President,  This 
motion  baring  been  agreed  to,  and  Kr.  Gbuk- 
DT^s  resdutiiHi  being  before  the  Senate, 

Ur.  Gbuhdt  had  no  otjeciions  to  the  inqniry 
proposed  brthe  amendment;  and  he  thought 
that  some  such  provision  as  that  proposed  by 
tibe  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  be  very 
proper.  He  had  seen  in  the  public  papers  a 
■tatement  charging  that  some  of  the  electors 
who  TOted  in  the  late  presidential  election  held 
offices  under  the  General  Govemmeat,  and  had 
made  inquiries  for  the  pnrpose  of  ascert^ing 
the  truth  of  the  matter.  The  information  he 
had  been  able  to  collect  related  to  two  oasea 
only;  and  as  to  these,  the  report  had  been 
fonnded  altogether  on  a  misapprahension. 

Hr.  Clat  oflered  the  following  amendment : 

"And,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
asoeitidiung  whether  any  votes  were  gLrtm  at  tiie 
recent  deCtion,  ooDtrory  to  the  prohlUtion  contained 
in  the  second  aecUon  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitntion.  And  if  any  anc^  votes  were  given, 
what  ought  to  be  done  with  them ;  and  whether  any, 
and  what,  provfdon  ought  to  be  made  for  aecurinE 
the  faithful  observance,  in  fliture,  of  that  sectton  of 
the  constitiitlon.** 

Mr.  HuBBABD  wished  a  strict  inqniry  to  be 
instituted,  and  measures  to  be  adopted  to  guard 
^inst  the  occarrence  of  such  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
referred  to.  As  it  had  been  stated  that  two  oS 
the  electors  in  his  State  ^ew  Hampeldre)  luld 


offices  under  the  General  Government,  and 
were  consequently  ineligible,  he  was  happy  to 
state  to  the  Senate  that  there  was  no  foundation 
whatever  for  the  report 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Glat  was  adopted, 
and  the  readation,  thns  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

ICr.  Hdbbabd  moved  that  the  committee  be 
wpointed  by  the  Ch^ ;  and  Messrs.  Cteomr, 
(aIlt,  and  WmoBT, 


Satubdat,  January  28.- 

Betiremmt  oftkc  Vicd  PrmdciU. 

The  YicB  PBBSiDBitT,  sfter  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  addressed  the  Senate  aa  follows : 

Senators :  The  period  la  at  hand  wfaidi  Is  to  ter- 
minate  the  official  rekUitm  that  has  existed  between 
US,  and  I  leave,  prob^ly  neva  to  return  to  it,  a 
hoAj  with  which  I  have  been  long  oonnected ;  where 
some  remun  whom  I  found  here  fifteen  years  ago, 
and  where,  in  the  progress  of  public  duties,  personal 
associations  have  arisen  never  to  be  forgotten.  From 
snch  scenes  I  cannot  retire  witbont  emotion.  Nor 
can  I  g^ve  to  the  Senate  the  usual  tq^KHtunlty 
dioodng  another  to  predde  for  a  time  over  their 
dettberatims,  without  referring  to  ttie  manner  in 
which  I  liave  endeavored  to  disdiarge  a  most  gratify- 
ing and  honorable  trust  connected  with  the  office  to 
which  my  oountry  called  me. 

Entering  upon  It  with  unafibcted  diffidence,  well 
knowing  how  lictie  my  studies  bad  been  directed  to 
its  peculiar  duties,  I  was  yet  strengthened  by  the 
detemunation,  then  expressed,  so  to  disdiarge 
the  authority  irith  wluch  I  was  invested,  as  "  beat  to 
protect  the  rights,  to  respect  the  feclmga,  and  to 
guard  the  reputations,  of  all  who  would  be  affected 
by  its  exerdse."  I  was  sure  that,  if  suooesaftd  in 
^is,  I  should  be  pardoned  for  errots  wUdi  I  ooold 
hardly  expect  to  avoid.  - 

In  the  interval  that  has  rinoe  elqwed,  it  liis  beea 
our  lot  in  tliis  aasemldy  to  pass  through  scenes  of 
unnsoal  exotement :  the  intense  Interest  on  absorb- 
ing topics,  wUdk  has  pervaded  our  whole  communis, 
could  not  be  unfelt  within  these  walls.  The  warmth 
of  political  parties,  natural  in  eudi  times,  the  un- 
guarded ardor  of  sudden  debate,  and  the  ccJlitDtuis 
seldom  to  be  separated  from  the  invilnable  privQeffo 
of  free  discunon,  have  not  been  unfrequentfy 
mingled  with  the  more  tranquil  tenor  of  ordinary 
I^uation.  I  cannot  hope  that.  In  emergencies  like 
these,  I  have  always  been  so  fortunate  as  to  satisfy 
every  one  around  me ;  yet  I  permit  myself  to  tbinit 
that  the  extent  to  wlilcfa  my  dedfoons  iiave  beea 
amtroved  by  the  Senate  is  sune  evidence  that  ny 
ellortB  justly  to  administer  their  rules  hare  not  been 
vain ;  and  I  consdentiously  dicrldi  the  convio- 
tlon,  that  on  no  occauon  have  I  departed  from  my 
eariy  resolution,  or  lieea  regardless  of  iriiat  was  due 
to  the  ri^ta  or  the  feelings  of  the  members  of  this 
body. 

I^ough  I  may  heucefortii  be  separated  from  the 
Senate,  I  can  never  cease  to  revert  with  peculiar 
Interest  to  my  long  connection  irith  it  In  every 
dtuation  In  my  future  life  I  shall  rememlicr  with  a 
just  pride  the  evidences  of  fq)probation  and  con- 
fidence whidi  I  have  here  received ;  and  as  an 
American  dtizen,  devotedly  attadicd  to  the  institu- 
tions of  my  cotmby,  Z  mnat  alwqn  r^ard  with 
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becoming  ind  rfncere  respect  a  tnuich  of  our  Oot- 
emment  inrested  with  socb  exteanTS  powers,  and 
designed  by  oar  fwefitbets  to  accomfdiah  such 
Important  results. 

fiulalging  an  ardent  wish  that  every  soeceas  may 
await  yon  in  perfmmiBg  the  exalted  and  honorable 
duties  of  your  public  trust,  and  offering  my  warmest 
ptayers  that  prosperity  and  happiness  may  be  con- 
■tsDt  attendants  on  each  of  you,  along  Um  fiitare 
pitlv  of  life,  I  respectfidly  bid  you  ftrewelL 

EUctumiifPraidmtpro.  tem. 

On  motion  of  l!^.  Gbcnbt,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a  President  pro  tem. 

The  nnmber  of  votes  cast  iras  87 ;  necessary 
to  a  choice  19.  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  had  26, 
Kr.  SocTHABD  7,  Ur.  Ola.t  1,  Mr.  Fiaanaa  1, 
Ur.  £wisa  of  Oliio,  1,  Mr,  BuoHairaH  1. 

Mr.  Enroi  of  Alabama,  being  thna  duly 
elected  Fnndent  pre  tern,  of  the  Senate,  wm 
oondneted  to  Ha  Vbair  hj  Mr.  Birtos,  and 
addressed  tlie  Senate  nearly  as  iblloira: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate :  To  be  again  called  to 
preinde  over  the  dcUberaUons  of  Oiis  august  assembly 
fllte  my  heart  with  the  hreliest  emotions  of  gratitude. 
When  at  the  last  session  it  pleased  the  Senate  to 
place  me  in  this  exalted  tdtuatEon,  I  solemnly  pledj^ 
myself  to  diBchaiEe  the  duties  it  devolved  on  me, 
witlutat  favor  and  without  portioUty.  I  felt  con* 
scions  that  I  had  done  so ;  but  could  any  thing  add  to 
the  grateAd  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honor  yon  have 
again  conferred  on  me,  it  wiU  be  found  in  the 
unequivocal  testimony  you  have  this  day  borne,  that 
I  had  faithfully  redeemed  that  pledge.  The  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  gentiemen,  is,  from  its  very 
organization,  tlie  gntX  conservative  body  in  this 
republic.  Here  is  the  strong  citadel  of  liberty. 
To  this  body  the  intellieent  and  the  virtuous, 
throughout  oouridfripreaa  coDntty,  look  with  con- 
fidence &at  an  mwaveiiiig  and  anflimohing  reristanoe 
to  the  encroachments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  effervescence  of  popular  excitement  on  the  other. 
TTnawed  and  unseduced,  it  should  firmly  maintain 
the  constitution  -  ia.  its  purity,  and  present  an  im- 
pregnable barrier  against  every  attack  on  that 
sacred  instroment,  come  it  from  what  quarter  it  may. 
The  demon  of  fiction  dioald  find  no  abiifing  place  in 
this  diambo',  bat  every  heart  and  every  bead  idiould 
be  iriioUy  occupied  hi  advsindng  the  general  welfare, 
and  preserving,  mumpoired,  the  national  honor.  To 
insure  success,  gentlemen,  in  the  dischanre  of  our 
high  duties,  we  must  command  the  confidehoe  and 
reodve  the  support  of  the  people.  Calm  delibera- 
tion, courtesy  towards  each  other,  order  and  decorum 
in  debate,  will  go  Ar,  very  far,  to  inspire  that  con- 
fidence and  command  that  sapport.  It  becomes 
my  duty,  Kentiemen,  to  banish  (if  practicable)  fVom 
this  hall  tUl  personal  altercation;  to  cba^,  at  once, 
every  remark  of  a  diaracter  personally  offensive ;  to 
preserve  order,  and  promote  harmony.  These  duties, 
a»  far  as  my  powers  will  permit,  I  shall  unheuta- 
tingty  perfonn.  I  eameatiy  solicit  your  oo-opention, 
gentlemen,  in  aiding  my  effinia  wanqrtly  to  put  down 
cvcty  qiecies  of  disrader.  For  your  kindness, 
gentiemen,  I  tender  yon  my.gratenl  aiAnowtedg- 
meats. 

On  motion  of  Jlr.  Gbdhiit,  U  was 

Ordend,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  infbnn 


the  President  the  United  States  and  the  House  <tf 
Bepresentatives  that  the  Senate  have  elected  the 
Hon.  WlLLUM  B.  KiHQ  thMT  President  pro  Urn. 

Treatwy  Oireulof. 
Tlie  bill  designating  and  limiting  the  funds 
which  shall  be  Teceivable  in  payment  for  the 
public  revenoes  was  taken  up,  toing  on  its  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Walob  said:  Before  rephrlng  to  the 
in^ctment  preferred  by  tiie  hcmf^ble  Senator 
from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bxston,)  against  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pnluic  Lands,  it  is  proper  to  recor  to 
the  facts  and  cironmHtances  nnder  which  this 
controversy  originated.  At  an  earh-  period  of 
the  sMsion,  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewrao,)' 
introdnoed  a  reaolation  to  rescind  the  Treasury 
order.  This  resolution  was  very  fully  dis- 
OQSsed,  and  eepeoially  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Bxnton,)  but  Mr.  W.  had  taken 
no  part  in  this  discossion. 

I^In  the  progress  of  the  debate  upon  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  a  snbstitate 
was  offered,  as  an  amendment,  bjy  the  Senator 
from  Virpnia,  (Mr.  Bma.)  This  sabstitnte 
was  advocated  \(j  that  Senator,  as  in  consonanoa 
with  the  Preddent^i  reoommendatioD,  to  render  • 
the  legislation  <tf  Congress  in  the  ooUectiou  of 
the  federal  revenue  auxiliary  to  the  suppresdoa 
of  all  notes  of  a  smaller  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  and  a  consequent  enlargement 
of  the  oircnlation  of  gold  and  silver.  The 
Senator  from  Vu^lnia  had  regarded  the  Treas- 
ury order  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  meet  a 
pressing  emergency,  and  as  having  in  a  great 
d^ee  performed  its  office.] 

Mr.  W.  had  still  refrained  frxmi  embarking 
in  the  discussion  upon  this  qnestion.  Severu 
Senators,  however,  had  expressed  their  opinions 
and  great  difficulties  appeared  to  he  presented 
against  any  satisfactory  adjustment  of  tlda 
question..  Under  these  circumstances^  severs! 
Senators,  now  within  the  sound  of  his  voio& 
had  proposed  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  to  refer  both 
resolutions  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
To  this  reference,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  at  first 
objected,  upon  the  grounds  that  the  Committ^ 
on  Public  Lands  was  engaged  in  the  laborioas 
examination  of  another  question,  and  that  the 
subject  of  designating  the  funds  receivable  for 
the  public  dues  belonged  more  e^prupriately 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Upon  farther 
consultation,  however,  with  several  Senators 
friendly  to  t^e  administration,  Mr.  W.  had  at 
length  reluctantly  assented  to  the  proposed 
reference,  wMoh  was  accordindly  made  by  the 
vote  of  the  Senate,  including  that  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton.)  No  other 
report  than  that  which  was  made,  bo  far  as 
Mr.  W.  was  concerned,  could  have  been  antici- 
mted;  for  to  every  Senator  with  whom  Mr. 
W.  had  eonversed,  he  had  exprewed  his  con- 
currence in  the  provisions,  Bi)l)stantially,  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Bivxb;)  and  at  the  last  session,  when  the  Senar 
Xsa  from  lUsaoori  (Mr.  Brarox)  introdnoed  • 
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reeolation  reqairing  payments  of  the  pablio 
lands  in  gold  and  surer  only,  the  Senate  vonld 
well  recollect  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  then  ex- 
pressed his  opposition  to  that  rescdntion,  and 
BO  had  a  ni^Jonty  of  the  Senators  now  compos- 
ing the  Committee  on  Pablio  I<ands.  When, 
then,  the  Senator  from  Hissonri  voted  for  this 
reference,  he  could  not  justly  have  anticipated 
any  other  report  than  that  which  was  made  by 
the  committee.  "Why,  then,  did  the  Senator 
from  Hissoari  vote  for  this  reference,  and  then 
denounce  the  committee  for  making  the  only 
report  which  he  could  have  expected,  in  con- 
formity with  their  previously  avowed  opinions  ? 
Hr.  "W.  said  it  became  his  duty,  as  chmrm&n  of 
this  conmiittee,  and  as  their  organ,  to  report  a 
bill  containing  sabstantially  the  provisions  of 
the  resolQtaon  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
Again,  the  subject  had  been  discussed  in  the 
Boiate,  bat  Ur.  W.  had  not  participated  in  the 
debate :  and  the  bill,  by  a  large  muori^,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 
and  now,  when,  by  the  usual  rules  of  parlia* 
mentary  debate,  the  contest  might  well  be  con- 
sidered as  terminated,  the  Senator  froin  Mis- 
souri, (Mr.  Behtok,)  before  the  vote  on  the 
'  final  passage,  had  made  a  very  elaborate  argu- 
ment against  the  measure.  To  all  this  Mr.  W. 
would  make  no  objection;  but  when  that 
Senator,  having  exhausted  the  argument,  or 
having  none  to  offer,  bad  indulged  in  violent 
and  intemperate  denunciation  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  of  the  report  made  by 
bim  as  their  orgso,  Mr.  W.  conla  not  withhoU 
tho  eipresdon  of  his  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment. Mr.  W.  sud  it  was  nis  good  fortune  to 
be  upon  terms  of  the  kindest  personal  inter; 
course  with  every  Senator,  and  these  friendly 
relations  should  not  be  interrupted  by  any 
aggression  upon  his  part  And  now,  Mr.  w . 
said,  he  called  upon  the  whole  Senate  to  bear 
witness,  as  he  was  sure  they  sll  cheerfully 
would,  that  in  this  controversy  he  was  not  the 
aggressor,  and  that  nothing  had  been  done  or 
said  by  hmi  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missonri,  unless,  indeed,  to  differ  from 
him  in  opinion  upon  any  subject  constituted  an 
offence  in  the  mind  of  that  Senator.  If  such 
were  the  views  of  that  gentianan,  if  he  was 
prepared  to  immolate  every  Soiator  who  wonld 
not  worship  the  same  images  of  gold  and  silver 
which  decorated  the  political  chapel  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  was  fearful  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  wonld  do  execution 
upon  every  member  of  the  Senate  but  himself, 
and  be  left  here  alone  in  his  glory.  Mr.  W. 
Bud  he  recurred  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  with  feelings  of  regreL  ratlier 
than  of  anger  or  excitement;  and  that  ne  could 
not  bat  hope,  tliat  when  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri had  ootmly  reflected  npon  this  saljject,  he 
wonld  Umself  see  much  to  regret  in  the  course 
he  had  parsned  in  relation  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  much  to  recdl  that  he 
had  uttered  under  feelings  of  temporair  excite- 
meDt.  Br^  (said  Mr.  W.,)  befaig  dee^  Bolid- 
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tons  to  preserve  unbroken  the  ranks  of  the 
democratic  party  in  this  body,  participating 
with  the  people  in  grateful  recollection  of  the 
distinguished  services  rendered  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  to  the  democracy  of  the  Umim, 
he  would  pass  by  many  of  the  remarks  miftie 
by  that  Senator  on  this  anlyect. 

[Mr.  BsNTON  here  rose  from  his  chair,  and 
demanded,  with  much  warmth,  that  Mr.  Walxkb 
shoqld  not  pass  by  one  of  them.  Mr.  W.  asked, 
What  onet  Mr.  B.  replied,  in  an -angry  tone, 
Not  one,  sir.  Then  Mr.  W.  said  he  would 
examine  them  all,  and  in  a  spirit  of  perfect 
freedom;  that  he  would  endeavor  to  return 
blow  for  blow ;  and  that,  if  the  Senator  fW)m 
Missonri  desired,  as  it  appeared  he  did,  an 
angry  controversy  with  him,  in  all  it4  conse- 
quences, in  and  out  of  thb  Hoose,  he  coold  be 
gratified.] 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  why  has  the  Senator  from 
Missonri  assailed  Qie  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  himself,  as  its  hnmble  o^^?  He 
was  not  the  author  of  this  measure,  so  much 
denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  nor 
hod  he  said  one  word  upon  the  subject  The 
measure  originated  with  the  Senator  from  Yir- 
ginia,  (Mr.  Rivbs.)  He  was  the  author  of  the 
measure,  and  had  been,  and  still  was,  its  able, 
zealous,  and  successful  advocate.  Why,  then, 
had  the  Senator  from  Missouri  assailed  him, 
(&fr.  W.,)  and  permitted  the  author  of  the 
measure  to  escape  unpunished?  Sir,  are  the 
arrows  which  appear  to  be  aimed  Ity  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  at  the  hnmble  organ  of  tiie 
Committee  on  Public  Lauda,  who  reported  this 
bill,  intended  to  inflict  a  wound  m  another 
quarter!  Is  one  Senator  the  apparent  otject 
of  assault,  when  another  is  dAigned  as  the 
real  victim  7  Sir,  when  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, without  any  provocation,  like  a  thunder- 
bolt from  an  unclonded  sky,  broke  upon  the 
Senate  in  a  perfect  tempest  q£  wrath  and  fhry, 
bursting  npon  his  poor  head  like  a  tropical 
tornado,  did  he  intend  to  sweep  before  the 
avenging  storm  another  in^vidnal  more  ob- 
noxious to  his  censure  ? 

Sir,  (siud  Mr.  W.,)  the  Senator  from  Missooii 
has  thrice  repeated  the  prayer,  "  God  save  the 
oountrr  fnm  &e  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands ;  ** 
but  Mr.  W.  fidly  believed  that  if  lite  prayer 
of  the  coanb7  could  be  heard  witliin  these 
walls,  it  would  be,  Qod  save  na  f^m  the  wild, 
visionary,  ruinous,  and  impracticable  schemes  a 
the  Senator  of  Missouri,  for  exdufdve  gold  and 
ulver  currency;  and  such  is  not  only  the 
prayer  of  the  country,  but  of  the  Senate,  with 
scarcely  a  dissenting  voice,  ^r,  if  the  Senator 
fh>m  Missouri  could,  by  bis  mandate,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  views  of  the  President,  here- 
tofore expressed,  sweep  from  existence  all  the 
banks  of  the  States,  and  establish  his  exclndve 
constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  ulvor,  he 
would  bring  upon  Uds  ooontiT  scenes  of  ruin 
and  distress  wnhont  a  parallef—^n  immediate 
bankruptcy  of  nearty  every  debtor,  and  at 
almost  ever^  creditor  to  whom  ]at^  amoonti 
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were  doe,  a  pro^gtons  depreciation  in  the  price 
of  all  {Hwpertj  and  all  products,  and  an  inuae- 
^te  ceantlon  hy  States  and  individnals  of 
nearly  every  -work  of  private  enterprise  or 
pablio  improvement.  The  conntry  vonld  be 
involTcd  in  one  nniversal  bankmptcy,  and  near 
the  grave  of  the  nation's  prosperity  wonld 
perhaps  repose  the  scattered  fragments  of  those 
great  and  glorioos  institntiona  wbioh  ^ve  hap- 
piness to  ndllions  here,  and  hopes  to  millions 
more  of  disenthralment  from  oespotio  power. 
SiTy  in  resistance  to  the  power  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  op^ontion  to  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  any  similar  institnti^  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  wonld  find  Mr,  w.  with  him; 
but  he  could  not  enlist  as  a  recruit  in  this  new 
crasade  agunst  the  banks  of  hb  own  and  every 
other  State  in  the  Udiod.  These  institutions, 
whether  for  good  or  evil,  are  created  by  the 
States,  cherished  and  sustained  by  them,  in 
many  cases  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
States,  and  closely  united  with  their  prosperity ; 
and  what  right  have  we  to  destroy  them? 
Vhat  rurbt  had  he,  a  hnmble  serrant  of  the 
people  of  Uississippi,  to  say  to  his  own,  or  any 
other  State,  your  State  legislation  Is  wnmg — 
Toar  State  institutions,  your  State  banks,  most 
be  annihilated,  and  ve  will  legislate  here  to 
effect  this  object  Are  we  the  masters  or  ser- 
vants of  the  sovereign  States,  that  we  dare 
speak  to  them  in  language  like  this — ^that  we 
dare  attempt  to  prostate  here  those  institu- 
tions which  are  created  and  maintidncd  by  those 
very  States  which  we  represent  on  this  floor? 
These  may  be  the  opinions  entertuned  by  some 
Senators  of  their  duty  to  the  States  they  repre- 
sent, but  they  were  not  bis  (Mr.  W.'s)  views  or 
his  optotooa.  He  was  rinoerely  desirous  to  co- 
operate with  his  State  in  limiting  any  dan^rons 
powers  of  the  banks,  in  eolar^g  the  circula- 
tion of  gold  and  sUvor,  and  in  suppressing  the 
small-note  currency,  so  as  to  avoid  that  ezplo- 
sion  which  was  to  be  apprehended  from  exces- 
nve  issnes  of  bank  papw.  Bat  a  total  annihi- 
lation of  all  the  banks  of  his  own  State,  now 
possesmng  a  chartered  capital  of  near  forty 
millions  of  -dollars,  would^  Mr.  W.  knew,  pro- 
dace  almost  universal  bankmptcy,  and  was  not, 
he  believedf  antidpated  by  any  one  of  his  oon- 
stitoents. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that 
this  measure  of  the  committee  is  a  repeal  of 
the  constitution,  by  anthotizing  Ihe  receipt  of 
paper  money  in  revenne  payments.  If  so,  then 
the  oonstitntlon  never  lus  had  an  existence; 
for  the  period  cannot  be  derignated  vh.en  pi^r 
money  was  not  so  receivaue  by  the  Federal 
Government  This  species  of  mone^  was  ex- 
pressly made  receivable  for  the  public  dnes  by 
on  act  of  Congress,  passed  immediately  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  which 
remained  in  force  until  eighteen  hundred  and 
elfiven.  It  was  so  received,  as  a  matter  of 
practice,  from  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven 
until  eighteen  handred  and  sixteen,  when, 
agtdo,  by  an  act  of  Congress  then  passed,  ana 


which  has  just  e^ired,  it  was  so  authorized  to 
be  received  during  all  that  period.  Now, 
although  these  acts  have  expired,  there  is  that 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  law  still  in  force,  ex- 
pressly authoriang  the  notes  of  the  specie-paying 
banks  of  the  States  to  be  received  in  revenne 

Eayments.  It  is  the  joint  resolution  of  eighteen 
nndred  and  sixteen,  adopted  by  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  approved  b^  I^esident  Madi- 
son,  lhat  joint  resolution  is  In  these  words: 

*'  That  the  Secretapy  of  the  Treasmy  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adi^t  such  meas- 
ures as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  soms  <)f  mimey, 
accruing  or  beconUng  paTable  to  the  United  Stateo^ 
to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  ar«  payable  and 
paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day 
of  February  next,  no  sodi  duUes,  taxes,  debts,  or 
Bums  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States  as  afore^d,  oiwfat  to  be  collected  or 
received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  &e 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  In  the  ssid 
l^al  currency  of  tiie  United  States." 

Commenting  upon  this  resolution,  the  Senator 
from  Missonri,  in  his  e^)eech  of  Decemlwr  last, 
declared: 

"  This  is  the  law,  continued  Mr.  Benton,  and  notb> 
hig  can  be  plainer  than  the  ri^t  of  selection  wbidi 
it  gives  to  the  Setmtaiy  of  the  Treasury." 

**nie  words  of  the  lav  are  dear;  the  imottoa 
onder  ft  hss  been  tmiform  and  udntmnpted  from  tiw 
dfte  of  its  passage  to  the  present  day.  For  twenty 
yeaiB,  and  under  three  Presidents,  all  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Treasury  have  acted  alike.  Each  has  made 
seleotionB,  permitting  the  notes  of  some  q>ede-pay> 
Ing  banks  to  be  received,  and  fortdddlng  oUteis." 

Here  this  joint  resolntion  is  admitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  to  be  "the  law,"  and 
that  the  practice  under  it  has  been  uniform  to 
receive  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks.  I^ 
then^  to  authorize  the  reception  of  the  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks  in  payment  of  the  publio 
dues  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  constitution  never  has  bad  any 
existonee^  en»pt  In  the  goldtti  visions  of  the 
h<HM>rabIe  Senatw  from  lOssonri,  Sir,  what 
more  is  dono  by  the  bill  reported  from  the 
Oonunlttea  on  Public  Lands,  and  now  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  by  the  Senate,  than  had  be«k 
already  accomplished  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  18161  This  hill,  as  thus  engrossed,  is  aa 

"An  act  Hafignrthig  and  fimitlng  the  fbnds  receiv- 
able for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 
'*Beil  etmOed  by  the  Senate  and  ffoute  of  Aep- 
reaentettm  of  the  Vnited  Stale*  of  America  tn 
Congrea*  ateembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  he  may  dram  neceesaiy  to  efibot  a  o(^ectioii 
of  Ae  pidiUo  revenne  of  Oe  Unitad  States,  iriietber 
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•ritiiig  from  datieflf  taxes,  debts,  ot  sales  of  londsi,  in 
tlM  manner  and  on  the  principles  herein  provided : 
that  is,  that  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  collected  or  re- 
ceived otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cuirency  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  pay- 
able and  pud  on  demand  in  the  said  l^al  currency 
of  die  United  States,  under  the  folloiring  reetricdons 
■nd  ooodiUons  in  r^ard  to  such  notes,  to  wit :  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  notea  no  bank 
wldcii  shall  isBue  or  circulate  UUa  or  notes  of  a  leas 
deDonination  than  fire  dollars  shall  be  received  on 
account  of  the  public  dues ;  and  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nme,  the  notea  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or 
cdrculate  bills  or  notea  of  a  less  denominadon  than 
ten  dollars,  shall  be  so  receivable ;  and  from  and 
^ter  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  tboasand 
hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like  prohibition 
elull  be  extended  to  the  notea  ti  all  banki  lasning 
IhUs  or  notea  at  a  leas  denomfaiattoa  tban  twenty 
ddlata. 

"  Sec  2.  And  U  U  fttetlur  enacted,  That  no 
notes  shall  be  reoelTed  by  the  coUectore  or  receivers 
of  the  puUic  monnr  whi^  the  banka  in  which  they 
•re  to  be  depodtedaball  not,  ondn  the  anperrisiott 
tad  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treanu?,  agree 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  ^e  United  States  as  ct^ : 
JProvidedt  That  if  any  deport  bank  shall  reftise  to 
receive  and  paas  to  ttie  a«dit  of  the  United  States, 
as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  provinons  of 
this  act,  whl<^  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  oouiee  of 
bndnesB,  receives  on  general  deposit,  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treasniyia  hereby  anthoriied  to  vfthdzav  the 
pnbUc  dqwaits  fiwn  laid  bank." 

N<nr,  thci  principal  diS^wnee  between  the 
provlrions  of  thU  bUl  and  tlie  joint  resolnliou 
of  1816  consists  in  tlie  exclusion  by  tbo  bill  vt 
notes  of  email  denominations  from  rerenne 
payments.  Yet  the  Senator  from  Missonri 
wonid  leave  the  resolntion  of  1816  in  fViU  force, 
unrepealed,  unmodified,  and  yet  objects  to  the 
meaaare  now  before  us.  The  Senator  from 
ICssouri  wonld  have  remain  in  force  a  resolu- 
tion of  OongreBs,  by  which  the  Secretary^  of  the 
Treasury  may,  at  his  discretion,  receive  for  the 
public  dues  bimk  notes,  even  of  one  dollar ; 
and  yet  he  objecta  to  a  measure  by  which  that 
discretion  is  liidted  to  the  rec^pt  of  notea  of 
the  higher  denominations.  By  tne  resolution, 
as  it  stands,  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treaamy  rnaj 
collect  the  whole  public  rerenne  in  bank  paper ; 
by  the  bill,  as  proDosed,  a  portion  of  the  public 
dues  must  be  collected  in  cold  and  in  silver: 
and  yet  the  Senator  from  Miseouii  objects,  and 
denounces  the  measure  as  a  repeal  of  the  con- 
stitntion,  by  authorizing  the  payment  of  the 
public  dues  in  bank  paper,  as  if  it  were  not 
authorized  already  by  the  joint  resolntion  of 
1816,  which,  as  regards  the  customs,  is  un- 
touched even  by  the  Treasury  order.  Strange 
inconsistenoy  [  siugolar  ddonon  I  But  has  it 
omne  to  this :  that  Congress  has  surrendered 
an  unllnuted  discretion,  as  it^xSa  the  fbnds 
receivable  for  the  pnblio  dues,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  must  not 
now  iutwferet  That  in  the  opinion  of  the 
fienator  from  Uinonzl,  It  Is  all  right  that  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  possess  the 
discretionary  power  of  receiving  or  rejecting 
bank  paper  m  payment  ot  the  public  dues ;  <n 
discriminating  between  difforent  indiTidnals  and 
different  branches  of  tlie  public  rcTenne;  of 
putting  up  and  putting  down  bank  pa^r  at  his 
pleasure — but  tnat  for  Congress  to  interpose 
and  define  or  limit  that  discretion  is  a  violation 
of  the  constitution.  That  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  regulate  the  currency  at  his 
pleasure,  and  put  np  and  put  down  State 
banks  and  their  paper,  is  all  right;  but  that  for 
Gougress  to  limit  and  define  hu  power,  in  these 
respects,  is  unconstitutional.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  then,  must  be  above  Congress, 
and  above  the  oonstitntion,  possessing  an  omni- 
potent, nnchaDgeahl^  iireTersible  power  on 
this  subject.  Is  not  the  Senate  astounded  by 
the  avowal  and  advocacy  of  sooh  doctrines 
upon  this  tow — doctrines  worthy  of  the  PoUg- 
naos  of  France,  and  of  the  Stnarts  of  England, 
bnt  wholly  incompatible  with  the  genius  of  our 
institutions,  and  directiy  contradictory,  as  shall 
be  shown  hereafter,  to  the  opinions  upon  this 
snl^ect  of  our  patriotic  Frendentf  Are  the 
American  people  prepared  to  sustain  these  doc- 
trines— doctrines  which  are  essentially  monar- 
chical, which  take  from  Congress' iJl  power 
OTer  this  subject ;  which  deny  their  authority, 
the  authority  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  and  of  the  States,  and  erect  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasory  into  a  diotatw,  whose 
mandates  we  maj  not  control  w  alter?  Sir, 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  thus 
abdish  our  power  on  this  subject,  and  render  it 
nnoonstitution^  fiv  us  to  interfere  with  hla 
orders,  why  may  not  every  other  Secretary  of 
every  other  Department  claim  ^ilar  power 
and  the  same  exemption  from  our  control? 
Such  doctrines  are  the  very  essence  of  despo- 
tism, and  now  for  the  first  time  have  they  been 
openly  avowed  upon  this  fioor  and  in  this 
country.  Tell  me  not,  then,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  receive  or  reject  bank 
paper  at  his  pleasure;  may  receive  it,  as  he 
now  doe^  for  customs,  and  reject  it  in  pay- 
ment <tf  rae  public  lanu;  and  tiiat  it  is  nnoon- 
atitntitmal  for  Congress  to  regulate,  define,  and 
limit,  that  discretion.  Standing  up<»i  the  broad 
bairis  <tf  tiie  constitution,  he  would  Tesist  such 
doctrines ;  for  they  can  (mly  be  mi^nt^ned 
a  total  overthrow  of  free  govemmentj  and  the 
establishment  of  arbitrary  and  despotic  power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that 
he  oblects  to  the  bill  of  the  committee  as  an 
act  of  Congress,  when  it  should  hare  been  a 
resolution.  Sir,  does  that  Senator  contend  that 
in  directions  f^Ten  by  Congress  to  the  Sec  ro- 
tary of  the  Tressury,  as  regards  the  funds 
receivable  for  the  public  dues,  there  is  any 
distinotiou  between  h  heit  auu^td,  and  a  he  it 
TMohed,  hj  the  Congress  ttf  the  United  States! 
The  oonsutntion  prescribes  no  such  fiirm,  and 
recognizes  no  such  distinction.  It  requires 
joint  resolutions,  except  for  a^otunment,  as 
well  as  ]aw^  to  M  approved  by  the  President; 
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Bnd  when  this  ia  done,  thej  have  the  same 
obligatoiy  eneivy  in  limiting  and  directing  the 
■cts  of  onr  pubuo  agents.  Sir,  when  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missonri  nrged  this  new  objection,  be 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  his  speech  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  which,  when  commenting  upon  the 
joint  resolution  of  1816,  he  declared  "this  is 
(he  law ;  "  bat  now  that  Senator  wonld  have 
na  believe  that  a  joint  resolation  ia  not  eqniva- 
Isat  to  a  law  of  Oongress.  Bnt  if  there  be 
this  distinction  between  a  law  and  a  joint  reso- 
lution, in  support  at  this  jAea  d  abatement, 
upon  which  the  Senator  mm  UlBsonri  now 
relies,  it  shall  be  shown,  befiare  the  close  of 
this  address,  that  the  Senator  from  lOssonri 
has  himself,  within  the  last  twelve  mtrnths, 
proposed  laws,  and  amendments  to  laws,  ex- 
pressly anthorizing  the  receipt  of  bank  paper 
in  parment  of  the  pnblio  dues;  and,  conse- 
qaentlj,  if  h'ls  own  ailment  be  tme,  Las  pro- 
posed a  repeal  of  the  constitution.  Before, 
however,  proceeding  to  this  branch  of  tJie 
subject,  let  me  ask,  if  the  receptiou  of  bank 
p^r  in  payment  of  the  public  dues  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution^  then  not  only  have 
Congress,  but  this  admmistration,  and  every 
oao  that  preceded  it^  naiformly  violuted  Che 
conatitntion.  Down  to  the  pertodof  tiie  Treaa- 
uiy  order  of  July  last,  this  administration  baa 
constantly  receiTed  bank  ,  paper  in  payment  of 
the  federal  revenue,  and  is  still  receiving  it 
even  under  the  Treasury  order,  in  payment  of 
cnstoms.  The  a^ment,  then,  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  ia  a  bitter  denmiciation  of  the 
whole  course  of  the  President  on  this  subject 
preceding  the  Treasniy  order,  and  it  is  ^so  a 
denoociatioQ  of  the  principles  of  that  order,  bo 
far  as  it  does  not  exclude  bank  p^r  In  pay- 
ment of  cnstoms.  The  administration  is  now 
receiving  bank  p^r  in  payment  of  customs, 
and  no  change  on  this  subject  is  proposed  by 
the  Fredilent ;  and  yet  the  Senator  from  His- 
Bomi  t^  na,  that  for  Oongraes  to  authorize  the 
leeeption  of  bank  paper  in  p^ment  of  the 
pu  wc  dues  ia  to  repeal  the  confltitation.  Here 
IS  eonclauve  evidence  that  the  Senatw  from 
Ifissoari  goes  far  beyond  the  views  <^  the  Pres- 
ident npon  this  subject  But  tiie  Senator  from 
Missonri  objects  to  the  proviso  of  tiie  bill 
introduced  by  the  Ck»mmittee  on  Pnblic  Lands, 
authorizing  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treasury  to 
withdraw  the  deposits  from  any  bank  which 
refuses  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  as  csmi,  the  notes  of  such  specie-paying 
banks,  receivable  under  this  bill,  as  the  bank 
nceives  on  general  deposit  This  proviso  is  a 
wholesome  restriction  upon  the  abuse  of  power 
by  the  depodt  banks.  It  will  curtail,  and  was 
intended  to  curtail,  the  power  of  the  deposit 
banlcai  It  will  arrest  an  odious  nionop<dy,  by 
preventing  the  depoeit  banks  from  making 
their  notes  the  only  paper  receivable  for  the 
public  dnes ;  thus  rendering,  for  all  practical 
pnrpoees,  the  paper  of  these  banks  Uie  only 
cnrrency  of  the  Federal  Qovenunoi^  to  ihe 
nuidfflst  inconvenience  of  the  peotde,  and  the 
You  xm^ia 


severe  oppression  of  other  State  banks  equally 
as  solvent  as  these  institutions.  It  will  prevent 
an  oligarchy  of  deposit  banks  from  controlling 
the  currency,  and  ezercidng  a  power  over  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  quite  as  despotic  as 
that  possessed  by  the  Bank  of  the  ITnitol 
States.  If  we  r^ect  this  proviso  we  shall  only 
have  ^senthralled  the  Amerioan  people  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  one  master,  to 
sni>stitute  eighty  masters;  a  combination  of 
whkh,  uncontrolled  by  tlus  proviso,  might  hdlA 
in  their  poww  the  proeperity  of  ihin  nation. 
This  same  power  was  confided,  in  ralatitm  to 
the  remoTfli  oi  the  deposits,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  r^ards  the  "Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  existence,  as  well  as 
the  exercise,  of  this  power,  by  that  officer,  was 
deemed,  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  most 
wise  and  salutary.  Yet  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri now  objects  to  this  power,  and  saya  he 
wonld  not  intrust  it  even  to  the  administration 
of  the  President  or  of  his  successor.  Indeed  I 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  would  not  confide 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  necessary 
power  to  remove  the  public  moneys  from  any 
deposit  bank,  thus  abasing  its  authoritT',  aiKl 
oi^resring  the  people,  in  the  ooQtiogen<^  re- 
ftired  to  in  the  proviso ;  and  yet  he  would 
permit  the  Joint  resolution  (tf  1816  to  remain 
unrepealed  and  unmoved,  by  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  might,  at  his  discretion, 
regulate  the  whole  currency  of  the  country, 
receive  or  r^ect  bank  paper  at  his  option, 
chan^  and  rechange  bis  orders  npon  this  sub- 
ject, introduce  or  exclude  the  currency  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  exercise  over  this  whole  sa^ect 
powers  unregulated  and  uncontrolled.  Sir,  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  stops  at  the  moldiill  of 
this  proviso,  whilst  he  surmounts  the  mounts 
which  rises  to  our  view,  upon  a  survey  of  the 
enormous  powera  which  that  Senator  wonld 
intrust,  wiuiout  any  regulation,  Into  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy. 

Mr.  yf,  odd  he  would  now  proceed  to  prove 
that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  himself 
originally  proposed  something  similar  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  which  he  now  denounces  aa 
a  violation  of  the  constitotion ;  and  especially 
that  he  had  dlrectiy  proposed,  by  resolution 
as  well  as  laws,  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dnes ;  and,  un- 
til very  reoentiy,  limited  nimself  to  the  exdo- 
sion  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  aa  proposed 
by  the  bill  of  the  committee.  And,  first,  Mr. 
W.  read  from  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  under 
dato  of  the  Sth  April,  1884,  as  follows : 

"  The  following  motion,  sabmKted  by  lb,  Benton, 
was  cODudered : 

"  Setolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  SeniOe,  jointly  with  such  conuniUee  aa 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Honae  of  Bep> 
reeentativ^  to  consider  and  report  to  the  Senate 
•nd  to  the  House,  respectlTely,  what  altentima,  if 
any,  are  neueaaary  to  be  made  S.  Li 

the  joint  resohiUoa  of  1816,  (for  the  better  coDectkm 
of  the  revenne,)  so  as  to  eadude  all  bank  notes  mider 
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tweo^  dollan  fran  nrenoe  payments  after  ariven 
miodi,  and  to  make  the  reTenue  syBtem  of  the  Uoited 
Btetea  fnatnunental  in  the  gradual  >uppreMion  of  tbe 
■nall'diotadreiilatloii,  and  meintrodaction  ofgoldaod 
dtvar  fiir  the  oomnKm  oorrei^jr  (^the  connttr." 

Hera  it  will  be  pwodved  that  ILe  Senator 
from  Hiwoori  then  oonddered  the  Jmnt  naola- 
tion  of  1616  as  reqairing  alterationa  hj  Coa- 
gresa,  so  as  "to  ezolode  all  bank  note*  nnder 
twenty  dollars  from  revenue  paTments  after  a 
g^TMH  period."  Herey  then,  was  a  direct  propo- 
Ation,  bj  that  Benator,  to  do  ^recnsely  what  is 
done  by  the  bill  of  the  oonmuttee,  as  regards 
the  ezolnsioQ  from  revenue  payments  of  notes 
only  "  nnder  twenty  dollars.*'  Why,  then,  does 
the  Benator  now  denounce  what  was  then  his 
own  project  as  a  repeal  of  the  constitntion  f 

His  project  then  wan,  not  as  it  now  is,  to  ex- 
dnde  tul  bat  gold  and  silver  from  revenne  pay- 
ments, and  ont  loose  the  Federal  Goremment 
from  the  paper  system,  bat  the  Tery  revise, 
nam^:  to  aathorize  bank  notes  not  nnder 
tveni;y  ddlara  to  be  reonved  in  revenne  pay- 
ments. ^M.  bow  reodvedt  Why,  by  r^nla- 
then  proposed  by  him,  to  be  made  by 
Ckmgreas — by  slterations  of  the  Joint  resolution 
of  1816.  The  honorable  Senator  then  also 
proposed  to  make  '*  the  revenne  system  of  the 
United  States  instrnmental  in  the  gradual  snp- 

gression  of  the  small-note  circnloUon,  end  the 
itrodaction  of  gold  and  cnlver  for  tbe  common 
currency  of  the  country/'  The  terms  "  com- 
mon currency,'*  as  distinguished  from  exclusive 
currency,  are  itsliuized  in  tbe  resolotion  of  the 
Swator  from  Missouri,  and  the  suppression 
confined  to  *'  the  small-note  circulation.''  This 
aappresion  of  "  ttie  small-note  circulation,"  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars,  was  to  be  effected, 
by  the  instmmeiitality  of  the  revalue  system 
of  tiie  United  States.  Now,  is  not  all  this 
preidaely  what  is  proposed  in  the  bill  of  the 
oommlttee?  And  are  not  that  bill  and  this 
resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator  substui- 
tiiUIy  the  same !  Since  this  period,  a  great  revo- 
lution appears  to  have  taken  place  in  tbe  opin- 
itm  of  tJie  honorable  Benator,  both  as  r^ards 
questions  relatiog  to  the  currency  and  to  con- 
mtntional  law.  Then,  that  Senator  was  satis- 
fled  to  encourage  the  cironlation  of  bank  notes 
not  under  twenty  dollars,  and  to  receive  them 
in  revwne  payments.  Now,  nothing  will 
answer  his  purpose  but  gold  (md  ulver ;  and, 
to  authorise  any  thing  use  to  be  reonved  in 
revenne  p^rinents  is  oBnoonoed  as  a  repeal  of 
the  ooDstitathm  t  If  this  doctrine  be  tna,  then 
the  Senatwfrom  Hissoori  stands  np<m  the  Sen- 
ate Journals  self-convicted  of  an  attempt  to 
repeal  tiie  oonatitation. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  has  embodied 
the  twenty-dollar  principle  as  connected  with 
the  federu  revenue,  in  an  act  of  Congress,  not 
a  resolution. 

Mr.  W.  fawe  read  from  the  Journals  of  tbe 
Senate,  under  date  of  the  6th  of  AprO,  1886, 
aafidlows: 

^  The  Senate  tesoasd  tba  co^dantkB  of  a  bill 


entitled  *  An  act  "halting  appn^aUoas  for  tbe  pay- 
ment of  the  rsv(duUoiuu7  and  other  pensioners,*  Slc. 
Tbe  following  smendnieDt,  pit^osed  by  Mr.  Baiton, 
being  under  etmslderatloo ; 

note  of  lesi  denominauon  tlian  tven^  doUars  shall 
liereafter  be  offered  in  payment,  in  any  case  whatso- 
ever, in  which  mone;  is  to  be  paid  hj  the  United 
States  or  the  Post  Office  Depaitnient ;  jior  shall  any 
bank  note  of  any  denomination  be  so  ollbred,  unless 
the  same  shall  lie  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  hi 
gold  or  sUvor  coin,  at  tbe  place  wbere  issued,  snd 
which  shall  not  be  equivalent  to  spede  at  the  place 
vbeie  oflbred,  and  conTertible  into  gtdd  or  ^ver 
npiHithe  qi>ot,  at  tbe  will  <tf  the  hdder,  and  irithout 
delay  or  loss  to  Urn." 

This  section  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missonri,  imbodied  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress referred  to,  and  is  now  tbe  law  of  the 
fond,  having  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  receivMl  the  sanction  of  the  President; 
This  provision,  it  is  true,  is  confined  to  pay- 
ments by  the  united  States.  But  if  the  United 
States,  under  this  law,  are  to  pay  out  bonk 
notes  not  under  twenty  dollars,  now  can  this 
be  done  if  they  are  not  antborized  to  receive 
such  notes?  What  could  be  more  contradic- 
tory than  a  bill,  the  first  section  of  which 
should  authorize  notes  not  under  twenty  dol* 
Ian  to  be  pdd  1^  the  United  States,  and  the 
second  section  of  which  should  {nohibit  the 
United  States  fr<Mn  receiving  In  pigment  any 
thing  but  gold  and  silver?  How  could  the 
United  States,  by  law,  in  all  time  to  comc^  pay 
out  that  which  by  law  they  were  debarred  Cram 
receiving?  The  Senator  from  Missonri,  then, 
has,  by  law,  connected  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment with  the  p^er  ^stein.  This  section, 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Missonri,  would  come  in  very  properly  as  an 
additional  clause  in  the  bill  now  before  us ;  but 
as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  bill,  which  shall 
be  quoted  hereafter,  proposed  by  that  Senator, 
to  re-establidi  a  currency  of  gold  and  rilver  for 
the  Fedenl  Govenunent^  it  would  be  ridieulooa 
and  contradictory. 

Mr.  W.  atated  that  the  Senator  tnm  Missouri 
had  sUll  fnrther  committed  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  had  not  only  Erectly  coontenanoed 
Uie  payment  of  the  federal  revenue  in  bank 
notes,  but  had  himself  proposed,  at  the  last 
session,  the  creation  by  Congress,  in  this  Dis- 
trict, of  new  banks,  authorized  to  issue  notes 
not  less  than  twenty  dollars.  Mr.  W.  here  read 
fh>m  the  Jonmsls  of  the  Senate,  under  dato  of 
the  4th  June,  1886,  as  follows ; 

"  The  Senate  resumed  tbe  ooDsideraUoQ  of  tbe  t>iU 
to  extend  the  cbaitets  of  oett^n  banks  in  the  IKs* 
trict  of  Columbia. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instnic^ns  to  report  separate  bills  for  the  in- 
cotpcwation  of  new  banks,  with  msU  capitals,  adapted 
to  the  c^Mcity  of  the  District  to  snstafai  specie  banks, 
and  strict];  limited  to  the  bndness  of  the  place ;  the 
said  incorporations  to  contain,  among  other  proviskoia, 
the  loUowii^  prind^es ;  4.  Hie  banks  to  issoe  no 
notes  of  leai  deootoinatioai  than  twen^  doUars ;  and 
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aU  notes  of  leai  denomfautiontliin  twenty  doUan,  b; 
nthrr  banlu,  to  be  pn^iibHed  ftam  drcttlation  iritii- 
fa  tiie  DiatricC.  5.  AU  tbenotM  and  papercQneM}r 
iasned  by  said  bonks  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  diver; 
OM^ialf  of  flitheratttiewtloaof  tfaedenuMkr,  tbe 
odier  lialf  at  tbe  opOaa  of  tke  bank." 

KoT,  Hr.  W.  irould  ask,  if  Congress  could 
by  law  establish  even  in  this  District  a  certain 
number  of  banks  authorized  to  issue  notes  of 
&  oertwn  denomination,  conld  it  not  exercise 
tbe  amaller  power  of  authorizing  the  reception 
«f  bank  notea  in  revenue  pqymeats  I  But,  Mr. 
W.  atlbij  he  quoted  this  to  ahow  that  even  at 
fliia  late  period  the  Senator  from  lOssoori  was 
not  prepared  to  do  exeontitm  on  all  banks  and 
all  bank  paper.   There  were  some  carious  mat- 
texs  oonneoted  with  these  propositions  <tf  tiie 
Senator  fi<om  Missouri.   His  fifth  proportion 
required  "  all  notes  and  paper  carrency  iwued 
by  aud  banks  to  be  paid  \il  gold  and  dlrv ; 
(me-half  of  either  at  the  option  of  the  de- 
mender,  the  other  half  at  the  (mtion  of  the 
bank ;  "  and  this  same  provision  the  honorable 
Senator  also  proposed  to  apply  to  "  the  deposit 
baoka,"  "  in  consideration  of  being  made  or  con- 
tizuoed  depositories  of  the  pnbUo  moneys."  ffir, 
QkB  hoiwrable  Benatw  ^ma  MisBonri  would 
have  Uu  banks  pay  in  a  enrrenay  b^ter  than 
that  required  by  the  constitution.  By  that 
insbmnent,  (rold  or  silver  is  a  legal  tender  in 
payment  of  debts,  and  a  bank  note  is  only  an 
evidence  of  a  debt  due  by  the  bank  to  the  hold- 
er of  th.e  note;  but  the  honorable  Senator 
would  rec|uire  the.banlcs  to  pay  their  notes  in 
gold  and  silver,  one-balf  of  each  metaL  When 
a  note  of  a  thousand  dollars  shall  1>e  presented 
to  a  bank  for  redemption  in  specie,  it  is  hoped 
the  honorable  Senator  will  not  roquire  those 
of  less  personal  prowess  than  himself  to  carr; 
away  five  hundred  dollars  in  silver,  when  the 
bank  otlierwise  might  vty  ih»  whole  amount 
in  gold.  Snch  equal  diTinon  of  the  precious 
metali,  bowerw  beantifiil  in  thewy^  would  be 
moat  ^ocmvenient  in  practice ;  and  if  the  hon- 
orable Senator  is'  so  equally  attached  to  gold 
and  ralver  as  to  be  resolved  on  having  a  pre- 
daely  equal  drculatibn  of  each,  there  is  one 
way  which,  if  it  were  not  presumptuous,  Mr. 
yf.  could  recommend  to  his  serious  conndera- 
tion.   It  was  this.   That  Senator  took  great 
deUght  in  exhibiting  a  new  and  fitvorite  coin 
of  ma,  which  he  called  billon.   Hr.  W.  hoped 
he  pronounced  the  word  correctly ;  be  was  sure 
the  Senator  firom  Missouri  did.   This  coin  was 
composed  partly  of  copper,  and  partly  of  silver, 
tiiough  not  [o^isely  one-half  of  each;  the 
Senator  having  snared  great  li^usdoe  to  Im 
done  to  tiie  ^ver,  by  permitting  a  great  pre- 
ponderance of  copper,  a  very  inferior  metal, 
not  recognized  by  the  constitution  as  a  tender. 
Now.  Mr.  W.  would  suggest,  that  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ifissonri  would  have  coined  a  new 
apedes  of  biUon,  composed  of  gold  and  silver, 
precisely  one-huf  of  eaoh  in  value,  would  it 
not  answer  his  pnrpose  ?   Mr.  W,  would  not 
warrant  that  it  would  anawer,  bnt  would  only 
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suggest  it  to  the  condderation  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  as  a  substitute  for  his  pr<n>osed 
entire  equalization  of  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver,  by  compelling  the  banks  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  one-half  of  eaoh  metal,  eq>ecially 
as  these  banks  might  not  find  it  very  conven- 
ient to  comply  with  these  requisitions,  and  as  a 
greater  quantity  <tf  one  metu  than  of  the  other 
might  find  its  way,  ftvm  time  to  time^  out  of 
the  country,  and  thus  destroy  this  metallic 
e^ilibrinm  of  Hie  bonoaible  Benatw. 

Thus  far  tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  seemed 
to  have  confined  his  views  to  tbe  ezdudon  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars  in  revenue  pay- 
ments. But,  on  the  10th  of  Jane  last,  he 
dianged  his  position,  and  introdnoed  Into  the 
Senate  the  fulowing  bUi: 

"AbDlto  re-estaUIsb  Am  onrrenDy  of  die  eoMOto* 
Hon  for  the  Fedenl  Government. 

"Be  U  tHoettd  bjf  the  SenaU  and  Botm  of  Jttf- 
TUentaiiwt  of  tfu  United  Btaiea  of  America  tn 
Congmt  aamhled.  That  bank  notes  and  p^r  cur- 
rency of  every  deec^ptioD  shall  cease  to  be  recdved 
or  offered  in  payment,  on  account  of  the  Ui^ted  States, 
or  of  the  Poet  OeSoe,  or  in  fees  in  tbe  courts  of  the 
United  States,  as  f<dlowB :  of  has  denondnatim  than 
twenty  doUan,  none  after  the  8d  day  of  Hardi,  1887; 
of  lesademnniiiationtlHtnflfbrdoUua,  none  after  the 
8d  day  of  Uardi,  168S ;  less  denomination  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  none  after  the  8d  day  of  March, 
18S9 ;  of  less  denomination  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, none  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1840 ;  of  leas 
denomination  tban  one  thousand  doUais,  none  after 
the  8d  day  of  Much,  1841 ;  and  none  of  any  denom- 
ioation  ftom  and  after  Uie  8d  day  of  Uarc!bjl848. 

"Sec.  S.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
pawn  holding  an  appointment  nnder  the  laws  of  the 
United  Btatea,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public 
moneys,  which  person  op  bank  shall  n^iect,  evade, 
violate,  eraitravMte,  or  fai  any  way  dnde,  at  attempt 
to  elude,  the  proriaioDS  of  this  act,  diaU  be  guilty 
of  an  oilbnoe  against  the  laws;  and  the  person  go  of- 
fending shall  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  nOm  the  ser- 
Tice;  and  the  bank  so  offending  ahall,  on  satkiactory 
information,  be  disoontinned  as  adepcdtwy  of  pnMIc 
moneys." 

And  here  lb.  W.  would  remark  that,  by  this 
bUl,  bank  notes  were  permitted  to  be  received 
in  revenue  payments  until  the  Sd  of  March, 
1642.  If,  then,  the  argnment  of  the  Senator 
from  Missonri  be  correct,  that  to  authorize,  by 
act  of  Congress,  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  in 
revenue  payments  be  a  repeal  of  the  constita- 
tion,'thlB  bill  of  tbe  honorable  Senator  should 
have  been  entitied  a  repeal  of  tbe  constitution 
until  tbe  8d  of  March,  184S.  The  providona 
of  this  bill  were  somewhat  remarkable.  AU 
bank  notea  under  twenty  doHara  were  immedi- 
ately excluded ;  the  twenty-doUar  notes,  bdng 
the  next  greatest  viclatora  of  the  oMutjtution, 
were  executed  in  March,  1887 ;  those  of  fifly 
dollars  in  March,  1688 ;  thoee  of  one  thous- 
and dollars  were  reprieved  till  March,  1841 ; 
and  in  March,  1842,  execution  was  done  on  all 
"  bank  notes  and  paper  ourreooy  of  every  de- 
scription," and  *'  the  currency  of  the  oonstitu- 
tion  "  waa  re-estabUshed.  £Iow,  how  was  tbla 
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prodigious  revolution  to  be  effected  f  Why,  by 
oiimifiaag  from  of&oe  any  o£Soer  of  the  Got- 
eminent  who  should  receive  or  offer  in  payment 
any  thing  but  gold  and  ^ver,  by  which  all 
were  to  ^  excluded  bat  oonverts  to  the  metal- 
lio  currency  of  the  hooorable  Senator ;  and  by 
disoontinuing,  as  a  depoutory  of  the  public 
mooeyei,  auy  bank  which  should  commit  a 
rimilar  offence.  Now,  does  any  Senator  be- 
Ueve  that  any  bank  would  accept  the  deposits 
on  terms  t  That  it  must  pay  out  the  pub- 
lic moneys  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and 
transfer  tiie  precious  metals  from  place  to  place, 
thousaods  oi  miles,  at  the  will  of  the  Oovem- 
ment.  Beoollect  uiat  not  only  "bank  notes," 
but  fdso  "  paper  currency  of  ev^  description," 
is  ezdudM  oy  this  bill ;  and,  consequently, 
bank  drafts  would  be  as  effectually  refused  by 
this  bill  as  bank  notes.  Indeed,  uie  authority 
to  receive  "  funds,"  Eastern  or  Western,  from 
VD^  bulk,  OMutitntes  oue  of  tiie  Senator  s  ob- 
jeoUons  .to  the  bill  of  the  oommittee.  Let  us 
suppose,  then,  that  the  GoTemnient  has  two 
millions  in  silver  at  Katohec,  which  it  desires 
at  four  different  points,  eadi  oue  thousand  miles 
distant.  Will  it  transport  these  wagoa  loads 
of  silver  from  point  to  point,  where  the  money 
is  wanted  by  the  Government  1  for,  recollect 
the  Govetnment  must  have  the  hard  money,  for 
it  is  to  pay  oat  as  well  as  receive  nothing  but 
Uils.  Is  this  praoticable,  or  is  there  a  bank  in 
the  Union  that  would  accept  the  deposits  on 
such  terms  as  these  t  The  buiks  are  to  be 
continued  by  this  bill  as  deporitories  of  the 
public  moneys,  as  the  fiscsl  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  we  are  to  rqect  the  paper  of 
our  own  agents.  The  amount  tA  the  public 
revenue  of  last  year  was  for^ -seven  millions 
tA  dollars.  Now,  all  this  we  are  to  Introst  to 
the  custody  of  the  banks ;  we  are  to  biut  them 
to  the  amount  of  forty-seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  but  to  refuse  to  receive  any  portion  of 
their  pa^r,  in  other  words,  trust  them  for  forlrf- 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  and  reflise  them  credit 
even  for  a  twenty-dollar  note.  We  are  first 
asked  to  employ  the  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and 
then  set  about  the  work  of  their  destruction. 
8u:,  the  passage  of  tiiia  bill  would  insure  the 
abandonment  of  the  depodt  bank  system ;  and, 
as  fiscal  agents  we  must  have,  it  would  insure 
the  re-eatablishmaU  of  a  Bau  xA  the  United 
States,  with  all  its  oppressive  powers.  And 
here  let  me  ask,  can  any  thfaig  m  more  ineon- 
sistent,  as  well  as  impracticable,  than  to  employ 
the  State  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  as  depocdtories 
of  the  public  moneys,  and  yet  r(|]eot  their  pa- 

Ser?  If  it  be  unooiutitutiraial  to  reo^ve  one 
ollar  of  the  public  dues  in  the  paper  of  any 
bank,  is  it  not  equally  nnoonstitutional  to  make 
these  unconstitutional  banks,  issuing  this  un- 
coustitutional  cnrrenoy,  oar  fiscal  agents  for  the 
whole  amount  of  our  iftvenue,  by  bank  credits! 
Under  our  depont  bill,  when  we  confide  money 
to  a  dqtont  bank,  have  we  not  prerioQsly  taken 
its  Ixmd  to  r^M^  t  And  if  we' take  Its  bond, 
whjnotStip^ert       to  carry  out  the  gea- 


tieman's  doctrine,  he  should  discard  the  deposit 
baidEs  as  fiscal  agents,  and  employ  hundreds  of 
separate  individual  ^nts,  constantly  travers- 
ing the  country  in  all  directions,  with  mules  or 
wagons  loaded  with  gold  and  silver.   Such  a 
system,  and  to  this  it  would  eome,  would  rfr-' 
quire  an  army  of  agents  f^reater  than  our  whcto 
standine  army,'  to  receive,  transfer,  and  dis- 
burse, uie  forty-seven  millions  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, the  amount  of  this  yearns  federal  revenue. 
Su<»i  a  system  would  enlai^  the  patronage 
and  power  of  the  General  Government  to  an 
almost  unlimited  extent,  and,  if  successful, 
paralyze  the  State  Governments,  by  the  de- 
struction of  State  banks,  Stato  credit,  and  State 
institutions.   Bat  the  whole  system  is  imprao- 
ticable,  and  it  is  time  that  the  country  should 
know  that  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  whole 
Senate,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  Sena^ 
tor  from  Missouri  himself.   Sir,  that  Senator 
nunr  rally  three  tss  fbur  votes  uainst  the  blU 
of  the  committee,  but  it  will  be  from  oUectiona 
to  the  detuls  of  the  measure,  and  not  because 
they  adopt  the  (pinions  of  the  Senator  from 
Ifissouri  on  this  subject   If  the  constitution  la 
rapefded  by  the  reception  of  hank  notes  in 
revenue  pigments,  why  did  the  Senator  from 
Hissonri  never  come  to  the  rescue  till  the  10th 
of  June,  1836 ;  and  why  did  he  then  pmnit 
the  sesdon  to  pass  by  without  any  vote  upon 
the  measure ;  and  why  has  he  not  reintroduced 
it  at  this  session  \   The  fact  la,  and  the  country 
should  know  it,  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
can  get  no  voto  for  this  bill  of  his,  except  hla 
own.  Kow,  at  this  momenta  he  may  bnog  It 
forward,  or  at  any  period  of  the  SMsion ;  we 
are  anxiouB  he  dioold  do  so ;  and  all  we  ask  1* 
a  vote  by  i^es  and  noes,  to  show  the  American 
peojde  uiat  the  Senator  from  Missouri  standi 
alone  on  this  subject;   Now,  the  measure  of 
the  Senator  from  Missonri  is  not  only  imprac- 
ticable, but  defeats  the  great  object  of  sup- 
pressing the  smalt-noto  currency,  and  enlai^ng 
the  dr^ilation  of  gold  and  silver.   The  Pederal 
Government,  uded  by  its  revenue,  by  the  de- 
positories of  its  money,  and  by  State  legislation, 
might  gradually  soppress  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars,  and  gold  and  «lver  would  then 
necessarily  fill  the  vacuum,  and  constitute  the 
oommon  currency  of  the  country  in  the  ordinary 
teanaaetdicniB  between  the  dealw  and  consumer. 
This  would  disarm  the  State  banks  of  nearty 
aH  power  to  do  evil,  arrest  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  substituto  gold  and  silver  for  all 
that  great  portion  of  the  circulation  of  banks 
which  ofHiSLSts  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars, 
reader  and  preserve  the  banks  sound  and  sol- 
vent, our  currency  stable,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  apprehen^en  of  that  en>losion  (A  the  paper 
system  with  which  many  believe  we  are  now 
threatened.   This  was  a  practical  reform  of  the 
currency,  and  one  which,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
deeply  solicitous  to       effected;  but  it  can 
only  be  effected  by  the  co-operation  with  Con- 
gress of  the  State  Legisiatures.  The  reform, 
too,  must  be  by  gradual  and  suooeffllve  steps. 
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Therefore,  the  hill  onlj  int>DOBed  the  reftual  of 
the  five-dollar  notes  toter  tne  80th  Deoemher, 
1889,  and  the  refosal  of  the  ten-dollar  notes 
after  the  80th  December,  164:1,  periods  when 
Congress  will  be  in  session ;  and  if  the  States 
will  not  then  oo-operate  with  ns  in  this  reform, 
we  mnst,  as  the  representatiyes  of  their  wishes, 
reped  (HT  modify  UM  measore. 

But  will  the  measnre  of  the  Senator  from 
inssoori  effect  my  neefbl  tmrpose  t  It  holds 
oat  to  the  State  banks  no  udnoements  to  snp- 
presB  their  sflian-note  cmrenoy.  It  is  a  decla- 
ration of  war  by  tlua  GoTemment  agunst  the 
people  of  the  States  and  the  banu  of  the 
States.  It  demands  that,  oat  of  a  goid  and 
diver  onrrency  in  circolatton,  of  twenty-eight 
millions,  (as  estimated  by  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Treasury,)  we  shonld  pay  in  this  corrency  a 
revenue  of  forty-seven  millions,  acoording  to  the 
receipts  of  Hub  year.  It  demands,  t^n,  an 
in^KMribOify,  unless  an  explosion  of  the  State 
banb  U  created  by  draining  them  of  thdr 
tget&e.  It  ^^mAm  this  gM  and  iStnt 
De,  at  an  the  Tarfotu  potnts  «  ooQeotion  or 
payment,  at  all  times,  in  snfficient  quantities  to 
make  these  revenue  payments  and  disburse- 
ments also.  It  would  withdraw  gold  and  rilver 
from  general  obtmlal&Mi,  and  confine  its  use 
almost  wholly  to  revenue  payments  and  dis- 
bursements. It  is,  flnaUy,  an  effort,  on  the 
part  of  this  Government,  to  render  all  the 
notes  of  all  the  State  banks  imcnrrent  witliin 
the  limits  of  the  States,  and  is  equivalent  to  a 
demand  made  by  Oongrass  upon  the  State  bsiika 
to  Burreuder  their  charters,  or  upon  the  State 
L^rfslatores  to  repeal  ibem ;  and  Hr.  "W.  said 
he  liad  noTer  been  anthorized  by  the  State  of 
lOsBiBdmn  to  demand,  in  Hidr  name^  a  repeal 
or  overtbrow  of  any  ot  tbdbr  State  iostitntiraia. 
To  the  ffictent  that  he  was  now  willing  to  go, 
Vr.  T.  said  he  had  distinctly  expressed  him- 
self in  an  address  preoediiq;  his  election:  ta 
ftvOT  of  Oie  abandonment  at  the  small-note 
currency,  in  fkvor  of  receiving  the  notes  "  for 
larger  amounts  "  "  of  the  solvent  State  banks," 
for  "all  dues  to  the  National  Government;"  m 
favor  of  the  enlargement  <d  tiie  dreuladon  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  against  "an  ezdo^dvely 
metallic  currency."  Ur.  yf.  said,  having  been 
elected  with  the  open  avowal  of  these  doctrines, 
he  hoped  he  stood  not  only  upon  the  ba^  of 
hia  own  previoody  expressed  views,  bnt  also 
inKm  those  of  his  oonstitaents,  in  gnpyorting 
the  present  biD,  and  opposing  that  of  -me  Sen- 
ator  from  Uissonri. 

Where  is  the  distinction,  in  prinoiple,  as  re- 
gards the  reception  of  l>ank  paper  on  public 
accoont,  between  the  two  provirionst  And 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  in  tiins  denouncing 
the  bill  of  the  committee  as  a  repeal  of  the 
constitntion,  denounces  directiy  the  Fl^dent 
of  the  United  States.  Congress,  no  more  than 
a  State  Legislature,  can  make  any  thing  but 
gold  or  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts  by 
one  dtizen  to  anotiwr ;  but  tiiat  OoogneBf  or  a 


[Stuia. 

Sti^  Legislature,  or  an  individual,  may  waive 
th«r  ooutitntional  rights,  and  receive  bank 
paper  or  drafts,  in  payment  of  any  debt,  is  a 
pmciple  of  universal  adoption  in  theory  and 
praotice,  mid  never  doubted  by  any  one  untfl 
at  the  prwoit  nosslnn  by  the  Beoator  from 
Uissonri.  The  ffiitliiotion  ni  the  Boiatcv  in 
this  reqieot  was  as  inoMnprehenaiUe  to  him 
(Mr.  W.)  as  he  believed  it  was  to  every  Senator, 
and,  indeed,  was  diaonnible  only  by  the  magni- 
fying powers  of  a  s<^  microscope.  It  was  a 
polnt-no-point,  mhic^  like  the  iMarithmic 
q>iral,  or  asymptote  of  the  hyperbdic  earn, 
miAt  be  forever  a|^roached  without  readiing; 
an  inflnitesmal,  the  ghost  of  an  idea,  not  only 
without  iMgtb,  breadth,  thickness,  shape, 
weight,  or  dimenrions,  bat  withont  position— 
a  mere  imaginary  nothing,  which  flitted  before 
the  bewildered  vision  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
wlien  traversing,  in  his  fitfiil  somnambnIisnL 
that  tesselated  psvemeot  of  gold,  diver,  and 
biUon,  which  that  Senator  deU^ted  to  occupy. 
Sir,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  mi^t  have 
heaped  moontain-high  his  piles  of  metal;  be 
might  have  swept,  in  his  Quixotic  flight,  over 
the  twnks  of  the  States,  putting  to  the  sword 
thdr  officers,  stockholders,  directory,  and  le^ 
lative  bodies  by  which  they  were  chartered ; 
he  might,  in  his  reveries,  have  demolished  their 
charters,  and  consumed  theur  psfter  by  the  fire 
of  his  eloquenoe;  he  might  nave  transacted, 
in  fancy,  with  a  metsllio  currency  of  twenty- 
ei^t  i^lUons  in  cireolation,  an  actual  annual 
budneas  of  flfteen  hundred  millions,  and  Mr. 
W.  would  not  have  disturbed  his  beatific  visions^ 
nor  would  any  other  Senator — for  they  were 
visions  only,  that  could  never  be  realized— but 
when,  deacMiding  from  Ida  ethereal  fiij^sta,  he 
seixed  upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  as 
criminals,  arraigned  them  as  violators  of  the 
constitntion,  and  prayed  Heavw  for  deliveranoe 
from  them,  Tti.  W.  could  be  dluit  no  longer. 
Yes,  even  then  he  would  have  passed  lightly 
over  the  ashes  ci  the  theories  <rf  the  honorable 
Senator,  for,  if  he  desired  to  make  assanlta 
upon  any,  it  would  be  upon  the  living,  and  not 
the  dead  ;but  that  Senator,  in  the  opening  ot 
his  (Mr.  w.'s)  address,  had  r^eoted  the  olive 
branch  which,  upon  the  urgent  solidtation  ttf 
mutual  friends,  against  his  own  judgmenthe 
had  extended  to  the  honorable  Senator.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  had  thus,  in  eabstanoe, 
declared  his  "voice  was  still  fbr  war."  Beit 
so ;  bnt  he  hoped  the  Smate  would  all  reocdleot 
that  be  Qix.  W.)  was  not  the  aggressor ;  and 
that,  whilst  he  trusted  be  never  would  want<m- 
ly  assail  the  fbelinga  or  reputatiw  of  any  Sen- 
ator,  he  thanked  God  that  ho  was  not-so  aliject 
or  degraded  as  to  submit,  with  impunity,  to 
unprovoked  attacks  or  unfoanded  accus^ons 
from  any  quarter.  Could  he  thus  submit,  he 
would  be  unfit  to  represent  the  noble,  generous 
and  gallant  people,  whose  rights  and  interests 
it  was  his  pnde  and  glory  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
tect, whose  honor  and  oharaoter  were  dearer 
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to  him  than  life  Itseli^  and  should  never  be 
tarnished  hy  any  act  of  bis,  as  one  of  their 
humble  repTesentatives  opon  this  floor. 

Ur.  BiTis  returned  his  thanks  to  Hr.  Wax- 
KBB  for  his  able  and  satMactory  defeaoe  of  the 
bill.  He  should  not  be  able  to  add  nrnoh  to 
what  had  been  s^d  br  the  honorable  Senator, 
iat  ma  desirona  of  addiiig  his  mite  in  reply  to 
•o  mach  of  what  had  so  zealously  been  u^ged 
Iff  the  Senator  from  Missoori,  (Mr.  Bnmnt,}  as 
luid  not  been  toaobed  npon  by  tlie  ohstnoan  of 
<he  Land  Oonimittee;  and,. as  he  understood 
there  were  gentlemen  on  both  ddea  of  the 
question  who  were  desirous  of  being  heard,  he 
aaggested  the  propriety  of  deferriog  flirttier 
derate  on  the  bul  to  Mcmde^.  Tlda  was,  after 
some  oonversatloD,  agreed  ta 

Thanii  to  the  VieePntident 

Hr.  BmroH  introduoed  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Seaoived,  Hut  the  Senate  cordially  redprocste  the 
sratiments  of  peraonal  kindness  expressed  by  Martih 
Tu  BOBBH,  Vice  Presidait  of  the  United  Stttea, 
towards  the  memben  of  thk  body,  npon  taUng  leave 
of  ibami  and  that  the  thanlcs  of  tlie  SeiMte  be 
presented  to  Wm,  In  testimony  of  the  imperdslity, 
dignity,  and  sUlity,  with  whiob  be  has  proaded 
over  U)^  d^beiatlons,  and  of  tlieir  entire  ^)proba- 
tioQ  of  Ids  conduct  in  the  dlsdiaige  of  the  ardaoos 
and  impwtant  duties  assigned  liim  as  Freddent  <Mr 
the  Senate. 

Hi.  B.  sn^ested  the  propriety  of  taking  op 
the  resolution  and  acting  upon  it  at  this  time. 

The  Ohaib  stating  that  this  oould  <nily  be 
done  by  mtanlmous  consent, 

Ur.  OALHomr  ol:;Jected. 

"ib.  Buchanan  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
nsolotion  would  be  acted  on  at  onoe. 

Kr.  OALHomr  faiqidnd  whethw  it  waa  lunal 
to  juuB  a  rote  of  thia  kind. 

Br.  Benioh  quoted  several  preoedenta  to 
show  that  it  was ;  wherenpon, 

llr.  Oaihotth,  observing  that  It  ma  a  mere 
finmality,  withdrew  his  objectira;  and  the 
mMtixm  Ddng  pnt,  the  resdnitiiHi  waa  agreed 

to,  flMli  OSfh 


MoHDAT,  Jana&ry  80. 
Amerieaik  OeloniMation  Sodttiyl 

lb,  Olat  moved  to  take  up  the  memorial 
from  the  0<donization  Society,  presented  by 
fcfan  on  fiiAay  last,  exi»«iring  ^e  hope  that 
time  voold  be  no  nrther  debate  upon  it,  and 
ealUng  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  qneetion 
of  taung  np ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  qnesuMi  was  decided  in  the  native : 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Da  via, 
Kent,  Knltdit,  Horris,  NileB,  FrentiflB,  Itobtdna, 
Robinson,  Souttnud,  Swift,  TsDnuidge,  Tondbison, 
Wall— 16. 

mxn. — MesShL  Black,  Brown,  Budumao,  Cal- 
houn,  Gnthbert,  Dana,  Folton,  Omndy,  Hubbard, 
Bag  of  Alabamai  King  af  Gemc^  Unn,  I^on, 


Uoon,  KkbaM,  KorvelL  Pige,  ^e>t<»L 
Bng^SB^  Strange,  Tartan,  walkor,  WUtsy  Wd^— 

a* 

TVwmy  Otrmlar. 

The  bin  to  designate  and  Ibnit  the  .flnub 
vhlch  ahall  be  reoavaUe  fin*  the  pnblio  rev- 
enne  was  taken  up  as  the  special  order,  and 

Mr.  Bivxs  addnssed  the  House  at  length  in 
itampportiandinrqdytolb-.BBnxnT.  [Iliia 
^eeca  vw  not  reported.] 

PahUe  Zandi. 

The  question  bcdng  on  "Mi.  Buohasas's 
amendment  to  thia  bilL  allowing  parents  to  en- 
ter small  tracts  for  their  children,  to  be  patent- 
ed when  they  should  come  of  age — 

The  amendment  of  l£r.  Buohanas  waa 
agreed  to. 

Tub.— HesBrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  day, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Swing  of  Blinds,  Heodricb^ 
Hnbbud,  Kffiit,  Kidght,  Lyon,  Mkhotas,  MorveU, 
Prentiss,  Bivea,  Bobbins,  BoUnsoo,  Sevier,  BonUiard, 
gtouge,  Bwift,  TaUniadge,  TomUnson,  Walhs^ 
Wall,  Webster,  White— M. 

Nats.— HeAra.  Benton,  Black,  Fulton,  Gnmdy, 
King  of  Aiah^m*.  KlugjK  GeMmt  Unn,  Hoon^ 
Mciris,  NUee,  nge,  Preston,  Bogies,  Tipton, 
Wright— 16. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Walz^  the  bill  was  ftir- 
ther  amended,  so  as  to  allow  no  <me  to  otter  a 
tract  in  his  ovn  name  mitfl  he  is  Bl  yean 
old. 


Teuisdat,  February  2. 
H(m.  AiXKAtmKK  Motiton,  Senator  elect  from 
the  State  of  Looi^ana,  vice  Hr.  Pobib^  rerigo- 
ed,  waa  qoalifled  and  took  his  seat. 

ICr.  Out  said  that  he  be«ed  leave  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  a  memorial  or  address  from 
certain  living  authors  of  Great  Britain.  Among 
the  snbsmiberB  to  it  would  be  recognized  some 
of  the  most  distingoished  names  in  the  literary 
world-^uunea  (s^  he)  with  which  we  have 
been  long  fiuniuar,  and  whose  admirable  pro- 
ductions have  often  instmoted  and  delighted  as 
all.  They  represent  that,  ovring  to  the  want 
of  legal  protection  in  the  United  Statee,  they 
are  deprived  of  the  benefit  here  of  their  literary 
property ;  that  thdr  wwks  are  published  witb- 
out  any  compensation  being  made  to  than  for 
thrtr  oopyrimts;  that  theiy  anfivqnenlly  alteiw 
ed  and  mutilated,  so  as  to  affect  ii^uiooaij 
their  reputations;  and  that  an  arraiwaiwit 
which  they,  or  some  of  them,  had  made  with 
boolnellers  in  the  United  BUtes,  to  secure  a 
&lr  and  Just  remuneration  for  thdr  labors,  had 
been  defeated  by  the  practice  of  other  Amer- 
ican booksellers.  They  therefore  reqnest  the 
passage  of  a  law,  by  which  their  right  of 
propMty  may  be  protected. 

I  am  quite  sor^  (continued  Mr.  Clat)  that  I 
need  not  say  one  word  to  commend  this  addrea 
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to  {be  tttuxtiTe  and  fijend^  ccndderslitHi  of 
the  Seaato^  and  STery  mentber  (tf  it  Of  all 
dwee  ot  onr  feUow-bdngs,  there  is  maat  that 
has  a  better  right  than  that  of  aathors  and  In- 
Tentor^  to  the  kindness,  the  sympathj,  and  the 
proteotioa  of  the  OoTerninent.  And  furelf 
nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than  that  they 
flhoold  be  allowed  to  enjoy,  without  interrnp- 
tion  for  a  limited  time,  the  property  created  by 
their  own  genins.  TTiuortnnately,  bat  too  often 
dependent  npoa  that  alone,  if  they  are  depriv- 
ed of  it,  they  are  bereft  of  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence. Hie  signers  of  this  address  may,  with 
more  confidence,  indnlffe  the  hope  of  the  pas- 
aage  of  the  law  which  they  solid^  from  the 
ocnuiderati(Hi  that^  aocordit^  to  the  liberality 
of  the  Britiah  practice,  the  seonrity  of  copy- 
i^fat  is  not  restricted  to  Britiah  sabjeots,  bat  is 
eqaal^  eiyoyed  by  fioreignera.  And  I  nnder- 
stand  that  there  are  instances  of  American  aa- 
tbm  who  have  availed  themselves  of  it.  When 
we  reflect  what  important  parts  of  tiie  great 
republic  of  letters  the  United  States  and  Great 
Bntain  are,  and  consider  their  common  origin, 
common  language,  and  similarity  of  institations, 
and  of  habits  of  reading,  there  seems  to  me  to 
be  every  moUve  for  reciprocating  between  the 
two  countries  the  security  of  copyrights.  In- 
deed, I  do  not  see  any  ground  of  just  olHection, 
either  in  the  ooostitnaoa  or  aonnd  p<Hi^,  to 
the  passage  <tf  a  law  tendering  to  ul  fbrogn 
aatiraia  reciprocal  security  for  literary  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  C  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Fbkbtok  had  no  doubt  of  the  general 
]>ropriety  ctf  the  direction  proposed  to  be  given 
to  Uie  memorial ;  all  sabjects  of  this  kind  were 

froperly  brought  brfore  the  library  Oommittee. 
tut  the  sabjeet  was  one  of  some  difficulty; 
there  was  a  large  and  meritorious  class  of  an- 
thOTS  in  this  country,  who  had  a  direct  interest 
in  securing  to  the  authors  of  Great  Britun  the 
eopyrigfat  to  their  works,  because  copies  of 
these  works  were  lold  wiuumt  the  expense  of 
a  copyright,  and  tfaos  cum  bi  free  and  hqjn* 
lions  onnp^tioa  with  the  w<arlu  of  Amerioan 
iiiiUk»9l  But,  then,  pubUahers  had  an  opnMMite 
interest,  to  seize  upon  for^gn  works  without 
price,  and  republish  them.  The  consequence 
was,  tliat  the  labor  of  foreign  aathcov  was  oon- 
Tertod  to  the  use  of  publishers  here,  who  often 
aent  into  the  market  a  most  despicable  article 
in  point  of  execution,  entkdy  unworthy  of  the 
state  of  the  arts  in  this  country.  Publishers, 
therefore,  had  arrived  themselves  agdnst  the 
object  of  this  memorial;  and  the  subject, 
therefore,  resolved  itself  into  a  oomplicatea 
question  of  free  trade  and  protection  of  the  me- 
chanical arts,  with  which  is  numbered  the  art 
c£  printing.  On  this  subject  ICr.  P.  was  not 
now  prepared  to  decide.  They  had  two  an- 
thtna  to  our  iKie,  and  were,  therefore,  more  in- 
terested fa  the  protection  mental  labor; 
while  we  published  ^ree  or  foor  books  to 
thdr  one,  and  were,  therefore,  more  Intereated 


in  protecting  pnUisbwa,  Ur,  P.  was  under- 
stood to  surest  that  the  ml^eot  ought  to  go  to 
the  Jodidary  Committee. 

Ifr.  Gbuvdt  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  oommittee  of  five,  expresring 
the  demre  that  be  mig^t  be  excused  frMn  serr- 
ing  on  such  oommittee. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  aware  that  the  interest  of 
booksellers  in  the  United  States  was  adverse  to 
the  object  of  this  memorial ;  but  be  did  not  sup- 
pose tnat  it  was  of  a  character  or  nature  such 
as  rei^uired  its  rejeotion.  The  works  for  which 
copyrights  would  be  secured  in  this  country 
constituted  but  a  small  portion  of  the  entire 
literature  of  Great  Brituii<w  Ihls  coantoy;  nd 
of  the  woiks  of  the  distingaished  names  on  thia 
memorial,  the  copyright  of  a  great  portion  had 
expired,  which  was,  therefore,  sabjeet  to  free 
publication ;  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be 
thought  proper  to  revive  the  right  in  tids 
country.  By  several  living  fordgn  authors,  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  secure  their  proper- 
ty in  this  country,  by  designating  the  book- 
sellers in  the  United  States  by  whom  alone 
their  works  were  to  be  publisned.  The  at- 
tempt, however,  proved  impracticable,  for  other 
booksellers  also  published  their  worl^  without 
license,  so  as  entirely  to  deprive  them  of  the 
benefits  of  such  property  in  this  country.  Mr. 
0.  thou^t  the  proper  committee  was  that  on 
the  Judlciiwy,  though  he  would  not  ol{]ect  to  a 
select  committee. 

ICr.  BuOHAVAH  etid  when  thia  question  came 
to  be  considered,  it  would  be  a  vexed  and 
diffionit  question.  He  would  not  discuss  it 
now,  but  ne  saw  an  interest  involved  far  be- 
yond that  of  publishers,  to  whose  interest  he 
would  pay  a  smaller  ref^ud ;  and  that  was  the 
interest  of  the  reading  people  of  the  United 
States.  Cheap  editions  of  foreign  works  were 
now  published  and  sent  all  over  the  country  so 
as  to  be  within  the  reach  of  every  individual ; 
and  the  effect  of  granting  copyrights  asked  for 
by  this  memorial  would  be,  that  the  authors 
who  wne  anxious  to  hare  their  works  wpear 
in  a  more  eiqwndve  Sana  would  prevent  ue  !a- 
auing  (X  theae  ahea|)  editions;  so  thi^  the 
amount  of  republications  of  British  wwhs  in 
this  country,  he  thoi^ht,  would  be  at  once  re- 
daced  to  one-halC  But  to  live  in  fame  was  as 
great  a  stimulus  to  authors  as  pecuniary  gidn ; 
and  the  questitm  ought  to  be  comndered, 
whether  they  would  not  lose  as  much  of  finno 
by  the  measure  asked  for,  as  they  would  gain 
in  money.  It  was  especially  well  worthy  of 
the  committee  to  go  beyond  pnblishers,  and  as- 
certain what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge  in  this  vast  country. 

Ur.  GBUiTDT^a  motion  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  a  neoial  oommittee  was  then  carried;  and 
the  Onair  wpt^ted  Heasrs.  Out,  Pbbbtoit, 
BccHAirAir,  Wnsru,  and  Ewnre  of  Ohio^  to 
compose  the  otHmnittee. 
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Batubdat,  EebrnarT'  4. 
CopyriffhU  to  Ibreignen. 
lb.  Out  presented  a  list,  on  parchment,  of 
additional  names  of  British  authors  to  the  ad- 
dress which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  the 
other  daj.  He  moved  that  it  be  printed  with 
the  other  names  attached  to  the  address,  and  be 
referred  to  the  select  committee  raised  on  that 
subject ;  which  was  accordingly  ordered.  Ho 
also  moved  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
member  of  the  select  committee ;  which  was 
ordered. 

Ur.  0.  also  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
American  authors,  praying  amendments  in  the 
copyright  law.  They  represent  the  impor- 
tance of  native  literatore,  and  the  propriety 
extending  to  it  reasonable  eaoonragement 
They  state  that,  owing  to  the  fact  thai  book- 
sellers  in  this  country  can  possess  themselves 
<rf  and  publish  new  works  as  they  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  from  tiie  British  press,  without 
Any  charge  on  account  of  the  copyright,  Amer- 
ioui  authors  of  similar  works  are  unable  to  ob- 
tain for  their  copyrights  a  tair  compensation. 

Hr.  0.  understood  that  the  cotu-se  of  this 
business  wasj  that  American  booksellers  have 
their  agenta  m  Great  Britain,  who,  as  soon  as 
a  new  work  makes  its  appearance,  transmit  it 
to  them  by  the  first  packet.  Sometimes  it  is 
received  from  the  packet  at  the  Narrows,  and 
the  vessel  being  detained  there  a  liiort  time, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  by  the  time  she  ar- 
rives at  the  wharves  the  work  is  published  and 
ready  for  distribntion.  This  extraordinary  de- 
spatch  is  effected  by  means  of  steam  presses,  and 
the  himOreda  of  hands  employed  by  some  of 
the  booksellers.  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
work  is  often  slovenly  pahlisned,  on  bad  paper, 
with  bad  types,  and  omitting  maps,  diagrams, 
engravings,  ana  other  illustrations.  This  tiie 
first  puhlMiers  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
do,  lest  some  rivals  shall  publish  a  cheapo  edi- 
tion than  that  which  they  have  issued.  Fnr- 
ohased  in  this  defective  form,  no  one  can  get 
the  gennine  production  of  the  British  author 
without  aendiDg  abroad  for  it,  aa  is  eometimeB 
done. 

Ur.  0.  nnderstood  that  the  bndneas  of  re* 
jmbliahing  in  thia  country  late  British  works 
VBB  prinotpally  confined  to  two  highly  respect- 
able nouses  in  New  York  and  l^mdelphia,  of 
whom  he  did  not  mean  to  say  one  word  in  dis- 
paragement They  merely  availed  themselves 
of  the  actual  state  of  thin^  and  undoubtedly 
placed  the  American  pnhlio  nnder  obligations 
for  sapplying  them  so  rapiclly  and  so  chei^ly 
with  the  latwt  effoaons  of  the  British  mind. 

If  the  foreign  author  is  justly  secured  in  his 
rights  of  property,  the  practical  consequence 
will  probably  be,  that  he  will  sell  his  copyright 
to  some  Ameriean  publisher,  the  woA  will  be 
oarefolly  and  ddiberatdy  printed,  without  mn- 
tilation  or  abstraction,  ana  will  be  in  a  cradi- 
tion  worthy  of  preservation. 

]Cr.  0.  moved  the  reforenoe  of  tiie  petition  to 


the  select  committee  heretofore  appointed; 
which  was  ordered. 

Vr,  KuES,  referring  to  tiie  memorial  from 
American  anthers,  sauL  they  had  gone  one  step 
beyond  what  had  ever  been  done,  ^ey  were 
not  satisfied  with  obttuning  the  right  to  tiie 
productions  of  their  own  minds;  they  asked 
Congress  to  prohibit,  for  their  ben^t,  the  use 
of  the  ^muictioDB  of  others.  This  he  op- 
posed. 

Mr.  Fbestoit  was  not  adverse  to  granting 
copyrights  to  foreign  authors.  He  had  for- 
merly expressed  himself  in  favor  of  this  grant  to 
foreign  authors,  which  might  have  been  a  mo- 
tive for  sendiog  petitions  on  the  subject ;  and 
all  his  inclinations  were  still  decidedly  in  &vor 
of  the  proposed  measore.  He  bdleved,  also, 
that  Congress  possessed  the  conatitntlonal  pow- 
er to  pass  i1^  and  by  that  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  provides  for  the  promotion  of  knowl- 


e  had  been  in  the  duly  habit,  Mr.  P.  sud, 
of  appropriating  to  our  use  the  productions  of 
minds  beyond  the  Atlantic,  without  any  recom- 
pense. We  had  Inxnriated  in  the  works  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott  without  any  remuneration  to  him, 
at  the  time  when  he  was  toiling  night  and  day 
to  pay  a  debt ;  when,  if  he  had  received  from 
OS  the  thousandth  part  of  the  value  of  his 
works,  the  debt  wonld  have  been  paid.  Ur. 
P.  had  always  regarded  this  as  an  instance  of 
ingratitode,  whitm  of  itself  induced  him  reej 
strongly  to  the  snpport  of  this  measure. 

Ur.  Cut,  In  rep^  to  Ur.  Nilss,  said  he  was 
very  glad  ot  the  benefit  of  his  snggestiohs,  and 
they  would  donbtiess  receive  the  special  atten- 
tion of  the  committee.  But  he  thought  he 
would  be  satisfied  that  no  such  mischief  was 
intended  as  he  supposed.  The  whole  olject 
was  to  put  foreign  authors  on  the  same  footing 
on  which  our  own  authors  are  in  England.  He 
thought  the  extension  of  copyrights  would  noL 
on  the  whde,  make  any  adoftiaa  to  tiie  coat  of 
the  books. 

The  reference  and  printing  were  ordered. 

SUetim  ^  Pr€»ideiU  and  Vke  PreHdtnt— 
Mode  «f  tffwa.Uttfi  Yoim. 

Ur.  Gbchdt,  ftom  the  select  committee  ^ 
pohited  to  oonnder  and  r^ort  on  the  mode  of 
examining  and  counting  the  votes  for  Prendent 
and  Vice  President,  and  whether  any  votes  have 
been  given  by  persons  not  competent  under  the 
constitution,  made  &  special  report  thereon; 
which  was  read. 

The  report  states  that  in  some  instances  not 
more  than  four  or  five  electors  have  been 
chosen  in  some  of  the  States,  who  are  officers 
of  the  General  Government,  (deputy  post- 
masters,) and  that  snch  votes  are,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  not  in  conformity  with 
the  provimons  of  the  constitution;  but  at  the 
same  time  the  few  votes  thus  given  will  not 
vary  the  resnlt  of  the  election,  as  it  was  not 
contemplated  by  any  one  that  the  appointment 
of  one  ineli^ble  elector  would  vMsite  tiie  vote 
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of  bis  State.  The  report  oondades  with  reoom- 
ipjw^wg  Uie  odoptioD  of  the  fitUowing  vmAn- 
tioiu: 

Staotvedy  Hut  the  two  Hoowa  dudl  aaaemble  in 
flie  dumber  of  the  House  of  B^moeotetiTes,  on 
WSdneeday  next,  at  18  o'clock,  and  the  Frendent 
(tf  the  Senate  flball  be  the  prettding  officer-,  that  one 
penoa  be  appofaited  a  teller  on  the  part  of  the 
Saoirte,  and  two  on  the  part  of  the  Honae  of 
BepreeentotiTes,  to  make  a  Uat  of  die  votes  as  they 
Am  be  declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  Prudent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce 
the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  dected,  to  the 
two  Honses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  wtiioh  shall  be 
deemed  a  dedaraUon  d  the  persons  dected  Presi- 
dent and  Tioe  President  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
together  wHh  a  list  of  votes,  be  altered  on  the 
joamals  of  the  two  HooML 

jeiM&wd;  That  In  relatkm  to  the  votes  of  lOchl- 
gan,  if  the  eonntiog  w  ondtting  to  count  tiiraa  shall  not 
essentially  change  the  resolt  ot  the  electioD,  tiiey 
Aall  be  reported  by  the  Presidrat  of  the  Senate  in 
the  foUowiog  manner:  "  Were  the  votes  of  Michi- 
OB  to  be  oonnted,  the  remit  wonM  be^  fi»  A.  B.  for 

FMid^  of  the  United  States,  voteai  Hnot 

coonted,  for  A.  B.  for  Preddent  of  the  United  States, 

 votea   But  in  dther  event  A.  B.  is  dected 

FMrident  of  the  United  Statea"  And  in  the  same 
manner  fiw  Vloe  Ftesdent 

Hr.  NoBvxu.  said  that  the  resolatioos  were 
J(^ut  resolationa.  The  first  prescribed  the 
usual  manner  in  which  the  two  Houses  assem- 
bled together  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
Febmary,  for  the  purpose  of  connting  the 
votes  for  President  and  vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  To  this,  of  conrse,  he  had  no 
otijection.  The  second  resolution,  in  relation 
to  the  votes  of  Hiohigan,  declared,  in  substance, 
that  if  th^  were  not  essential  to  the  Section 
of  a  President,  tiiey  ahonld  be  anuoonoed,  but 
need  not  beremved  as  good.  Their  reoeption, 
then,  aa  soond  votes,  depended  npon  a  eontfat- 
geno^  whioh  it  was  Known  would  not  hammi. 
He  called  for  a  diviri<Hi  <tt  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  order  that  he  and 
his  ot^Oeagae  might  have  an  opportunity  <rf 
recording  their  votes  againat  tbe  second  reso- 
Intaon.  Michigan,  when  the  people  of  that 
State  gave  their  votes  for  premdential  eleotora, 
was  a  sovereign  State,  acknowledged  to  be  sn<^ 
by  an  act  of  Oongreas  of  the  United  States. 
She  was  now,  before  her  electoral  votes  were 
to  be  connted,  a  sovereign  State  of  tUs  TJ^on, 
acknowledged  to  be  snch  by  another  act  of  the 
Oongreas  ot  the  United  Statee.  He  had,  there- 
fore, risen  to  enter  his  most  solemn  protest^  in 
bebalf  ot  the  people  of  Ifichiinn,  against  any 
dedrion  of  this  body,  or  of  Otrngresa^  yrbieh 
would,  even  by  Implication,  have  the  eflbot  <ii 
preventing  their  electoral  votes  ftom  being 
counted  for  President  and>  Vice  Prerident  <a 
the  United  States;  and  npon  the  motion  to 
adopt  the  second  resolution,  he  requested  fliat 
the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  taken. 

Mr.  Obundt  observed  that  the  committee 
were  nnanimons  for  rep<Nrting  Hie  seoood  reso- 
Intioii.  The  same  comae  £m  ben  punned 
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with  regard  to  the  State  of  Uissouri,  uid  under 
the  like  circamstanees ;  and  when  Senators 
recollected  that  this  was  the  very  place  where 
the  rock  lies  which  may  destroy  una  Govern- 
ment, they  would  perceive  that  the  committee 
had  good  reasons  for  recommending  the  resolu- 
tion objected  to.  Snppose,  sud  Mr.  6.,  the 
tvo  Houses  should  differ  and  separate,  and 
snppose  the  House  should  refuse  to  send  for 
the  Senate  again:  where  will  be  yonr  Fnsi- 
dent  or  Vice  Preddoitt  Though  he  had 
been  one  of  the  most  anxious  for  the  admisBion 
of  Michigan,  yet  he  l^onght  it  better,  under 
the  ohreomstances,  that  her  vote  should  not  be 
counted,  except  in  tiie  way  provided  for  by  the 
second  resolution.  To  count  the  vote  eonid  do 
no  good,  inaemauch  aa  it  woidd  not  vary  the  re- 
sult; and  it  might  do  harm.  No  man  was 
more  anxious  thui  he  was  for  the  admission  of 
Mi^igan ;  yet  he  must  express  the  opiiu<« 
that  she  was  not  a  State  of  this  Unwn  when 
she  gave  her  vote. 

Mr.  KoBVBLL  sud  that,  if  this  Union  should 
ever  reorave  a  shock,  aa  intimated  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee,  it  would  arise  from  the 
practice  of  ii\}u8(ace  by  this  Govemmoit  tow- 
ards one  vt  more  ot  the  States  oi  the  oonfieder- 
aoy  and  not  firom  the  rig^  deddon  of  such  quee- 
tions  as  the  one  now  pending.  The  reception 
of  the  votes  of  a  State  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
Qiief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  by  whom  she, 
as  well  as  the  other  States,  was  to  be  governed, 
conld  never  endanger  the  Union.  The  result 
of  the  late  election,  he  knew,  conld  not  be 
varied  by  the  votes  of  Michigan;  and  less 
hazard  woold,  therefore,  be  enconntered  at  this 
time  in  properly  deciding  the  question  npon 
receiving  the  votes  of  States  in  similar  oircum- 
Etanoes  with  Uidugan,  than  at  any  other  time. 
The  ease  ot  Missouri,  quoted  by  .  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  in  8Q^>ort  of  the  second  reao- 
lnti<m,  was  not,  npcm  this  poin^  a  case  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  Midugan.  Missouri  was  a 
State  when  her  doctors  were  chosen,  but  she 
was  not  a  State  of  the  Union  when  t3ie  two 
Houses  of  Oongress  assembled  to  oonnt  the 
electoral  votes  for  Pre«dent  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. She  was  not  admitted  uni^  some  montlMi 
afterwards ;  but  the  State  of  Indiana  did  pre- 
sent a  precisely  analogous  case  to  that  of  Michi- 
gan. Indiana,  when  her  electors  were  chosen, 
had  formed  her  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment ;  but  she  was  not  admitted  into  the  Union 
until  some  time  in  the  succeeding  December. 
She  became,  however,  a  member  ot  the  Union 
before  the  dect(H^  votes  were  counted.  Ifbea 
the  two  Houses  assemUed,  and,  in  counting  the 
votes,  came  to  those  of  Indiana,  objection  was 
made  to  their  reception.  The  two  Houses  sep- 
arated. Some  discussion  arose  in  both  on  the 
subject ;  but,  before  the  point  was  directly  de- 
cided 1^  duier,  a  message  was  sent  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  to  the  Senate,  that 
they  were  ready  to  proceed  in  the  count. 
When  they  came  togetuer  again,  Hm  votes  of 
Indiana  were  counted,  and  recorded  among  the 
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electoral  votes  of  the  other  States.  Bach  is 
ezacti;  the  sitnation  of  ^Qchigan.  Bnt  he  had 
not  risen  to  provoke  debate.  His  object  was 
Bimply  to  protest  against  the  principle  of  the 
aeoond  resolation  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
Tameesee,  and  to  ask  for  himself  and  hia  col- 
le^goe  the  poor  privilege  of  reoor^ng  their 
names  against  It.  He  did  not  know  that  they 
vonld  M  mstdned  hj  the  vote  <d  tnj  oilier 
Senator  present. 

Mr.  Clay  siUd  that  the  conunlttee  had  fol- 
loved  exactly  the  coarse  adopted  in  the  case  of 
lUesonri;  and  the  Senators  li-om  Michigan 
vould  see  that  there  was  to  be  no  ezclndon  of 
their  votes,  though  no  nse  might  be  made  of 
them.  Whether  they  were  counted  or  not, 
the  result  would'  be  the  same.  Now,  when 
gentlemen  reflected  for  a  moment  tipon  the 
operations  of  this  Government,  the  diificnlties 
to  be  settied,  the  important  questions  pending, 
and  entecially  the  one  as  to  the  eleobon  of  a 
Chief  Ma£^strat&  they  would  see  at  onoe  tite 
necearity  of  avoi^g  doing  any  thins  which 
■wmM  have  the  efifeot  of  creating  «»itement, 
or  throwing  any  diffionlty  in  the  way  at  tills 

5 articular  Juncture,  when  they  were  abont  to 
eoide  on  so  very  important  a  question  as  would 
have  to  he  disposed  of  on  Wednesday  next. 

With  renrd,  then,  to  what  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  (Ur.  Kdbtell)  had  said  as  to  Michi- 
gan Ming  similariy  sitnated  to  Missouri  and 
Indiana,  when  they  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  yet  they  were  permitted  to  vote, 
he  could  not  .agree  with  him.  The  case  of 
Michigan  was  not  exactly  that  of  Missouri,  nor 
tiiat  m  Indiana.  The  oat  of  Oongreas  passed 
a^fdtted  her  on  eertain  oonfltions,  and,  having 
accepted  thoie  o(Hiditions,'die  became  a  State, 
and  performed  all  her  fbnotlons  as  a  Btate^nd 
had  given  her  votes  for  President  and  vice 
President ;  and  but  for  the  formalily  of  this 
resolation,  which  was  deemed  necessary  by  the 
committee,  she  was  put  upon  precisely  ^e  same 
footing  as  the  States  whicn  had  been  mentioned. 
Whilst,  then,  he  admitted  there  was  some  ^ght 
difference  between  the  case  of  lOohlgao  and 
that  of  mssoari  and  of  In^ana,  he  could  not 
admit  that  Michigan  should  vote,  except  in  the 
XDanner  pointed  out  in  the  resolntion ;  for  he 
thonght  under  all  the  circumstancea  connected 
▼ith  thu  matter,  It  would  be  better  to  taike  the 
001UW  rewHnnifiaided  l>y  tiie  oommtttee. 

Mr.  OAiHotnr  remarked  that,  notwitbataod- 
tng  what  was  sidd  genUemen  to  die  oon- 
traiT,  daring  the  debate  on  the  admisrion  of 
Miohigan,  they  would  now  see  that  she  was 
a  State,  de  /aeta^  at  the  time  she  formed  her 
constitution.  Kow.  if  they  applied  the  reason 
of  that  case  to  this,  what  was  the  result  ? 
Miohigan  was  not  a  State  In  this  Union  when 
her  Senators  were  elected,  nor  when  she  voted 
for  President  and  Vice  Premdent  The  case 
was  really  a  dear  one,  and  any  reason  which 
would  exclude  these  votes  ought  to  have  ex- 
dnded  her  Senators  from  taking  tb^r  seats  on 
IliiB  floor.  He  ^  not  beiim  tiut  dovbtflol 


questions  of  this  kind  shonld  be  wuved ;  and 
this  qnestioQ  should  be  settled  at  once.  He 
should,  therefore,  feel  himself  bonnd  to  vote 
against  the  resolntion. 

Mr.  Ltoh  asked  what  oonm  tiie  committee 
would  have  recommended  in  case  tin  rotfci 
Michigan  had  varied  the  result.  Would  2Gob{- 

ri  in  Bnoh  ooae  be  d^irived  of  her  vote?  Mr. 
referred  to  the  vote  oi  bidiana,  which,  nn* 
der  similar  dromnstances,  bad  been  oonnted, 
and  contended  that  Michigan,  was  as  much  en- 
titled to  count  her  vote  as  was  the  State  of 
Indiana.  He  thought  the  Senate  would  not 
make  so  m^just  a  discrimination  between  the 
two  States  as  the  resolution  contemplated,  and 
he  wonld  unite  with  his  colleagae  (Mr.  Nok- 
vkll)  in  protesting  against  it 

Mr.  GninimT '  replied  tiiat  the  gentleman 
oould  not  expect  nim  to  answer  a  questtom 
whidi  the  wisest  of  thehr  predecessors  had 
porpoaely  left  mideiennined.  What  nu^t  bft 
done  nnder  tiie  drenmBtanceB  adverted  to  bj 
the  Senator  from  SDdiigan,  dioidd  th<nr  ever 
occur,  the  wisdom  of  the  di^  must  deetde. 

Mr.  Pbbston  concurred  in  all  Uie  views  taken 
by  his  colleague  in  regard  to  this  question. 

The  first  resolution  reported  b^  the  commit- 
tee was  adopted,  without  division;  and  the 
aeccmd  was  adopted— yeas  84^  m^a  9,  as  £4- 
lowB : 

Tub.— UesBTS.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
BudtRJum,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cutfabert,  Dana, 
Davis,  Ewios  of  lUinoU,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Gmndy, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Ki^ 
of  Georgia,  ^>i(dit  Linn,  Moore,  Nlcholafl,  Pag^ 
Prentlsa,  BIv^BobUns,  BoUnscai,  Berier,  Soodi- 
aid,  Bwift,  Ttpton,  Tomliiwon,  Wright— «4. 

Nats.— Ibflsn.  (Uhoan,  Fulton,  Lyon,  Monii^ 
NOes,  Norrell,  Frertoo,  WiUur,  WtIt-8. 


MoNB&T,  Febnury  8. 

Aholitum  of  ^anery  in  iM  Dittriet  qf 

Columbia. 

Mr.  TiFTOV  said  that  he  was  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  two  memorials,  rigned  by 
dtizens  of  Oarrdl  and  White  countiee,  in  the 
State  of  Indian^  pr»ing  OonneaB  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  Bistnot  of  OolDmbia.  Tbeae 
petitions,  said  he,  are  printed  papen,  eoBohed 
ia  Ungnage  both  deoorons  and  respeotftil,  and 
idsned  by  dtixws  nei^  respectability.  I 
admowledge^  said  Mr.  T.,  the  ri^t  of  the  peo- 
ple to  petitim  OongresB  for  a  redress  of  tb^ 
grievances,  md  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  one 
of  their  representatives  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  present  tiieir  petitions,  and  to  ^  for 
them  a  respeotftal  consideration ;  bat  I  fed  it 
to  be  due  to  the  petitioners,  to  the  Senate,  and 
to  myself,  to  state  respectfully  but  finnly,  that 
my  reflections  on  this  subject  have  brought  me 
to  a  eondusion  very  different  from  that  which 
they  seem  to  have  arrived  at. 

I  am  unable  to  perodve,  rfr,  irbenoe  it  fa 
that  Oongreas  derives  the  power  to  interfere 
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with  daTeiy  in  the  Distriot  of  Oolnmbio. 
Oar  forefiithoni,  in  irandBg  the  federal  oonsti- 
tntion,  reoc^cnized  the  ex^tenoe  of  ^Teiy  in 
a  portion  of  the  States  this  ooDfedcracy,  by 
permitHng  alavea  to  be  enumerated  in  appor- 
tioning T^resentatiTea  on  the  flow  of  Oon- 
greas.  Everr  attempt  made  by  oitiaena  of  the 
iK»-daTdukMinf  States  to  disturb  the  rights 
of  onr  neighbofs  to  this  speoiea  of  property  dis- 
traets  the  peace  of  the  coontry  and  endaiigers 
the  ezistenoe  <A.  the  Union. 

It  is  eootended  that  Oongrees  has  ezditalTe 
legidatioQ  over  the  District  of  Cdambia.-  If 
Uiat  be  granted,  it  ia  but  a  delegated  and  limit- 
ed power,  not  original,  deriratiTe.  Blaveiy 
existed  in  Tirginia,  Jttarylaud,  and  other  States, 
before  the  federal  oonstitntion  was  adopted  ^ 
davery  tiben  belong  exclnsiTely  to  the  aeveral 
States,  and  there  it  still  remains ;  their  enter- 
ing into  the  Union  did  not  jield  to  the  Fedwal 
GoTemment  any  right  to  interfere  witii  the 
auestion  <A  alarery  within  the  States  or  in  this 
^striob  The  States  of  Yirghiia  and  Ifaiyland 
oeded  to  the  Fedsral  Ooremment  this  ten  miles 
square,  oalled  tlw  District  of  Oolnmbia,  for  a 
seat  of  GoTemment,  and  granted  to  Oongress 
ezelnsive  legislative  powers  over  it  for  that 
purpose.  This  power  was  gWw  to  Oongress 
by  the  States  for  special  pniposes,  and  ia  Imdt- 
ed,  from  the  yeiy  nature  of  the  grant  Ocm- 
gress  cannot  abolish  the  right  of  trial  by  jury, 
abridge  the  Uber^  of  the  press,  nor  establi^ 
a  national  chorch,  in  this  I>igtnet,  any  more 
than  in  any  of  the  States ;  nor  do  I  belicTs 
that  Congress  has  a  ri^t  to  interfere  with 
alamy  in  the  Distrio^  while  Ylri^nia  and 
Huyiand  eonttnne  to  be  sbm  States. 

were  it  possible  that  the  petitifuets  oould 
eflfoet  their  object  and'  aU^HsIi  sUtvery  in  the 
IMsbiiot  of  Oolambia,  th^  would  erect  a  re- 
ceptaUe  in  the  midst  of  two  daveholding  States 
fer  Ihnatios,  aboHtionlsts,  and  nmawi^  filaves, 
who  wonld,  from  their  stronghold  here,  spread 
dissat^fectioa,  death,  and  destmction,  through 
die  ■anoaadiDg  conntry.  Oould  Ute  States 
who  oeded  ^e  District  have  anticipiited  soch 
a  resolt,  they  never  would  have  ceded  it  to  the 
United  States.  Hr.  T.  sud  he  was  happy  in 
b«ng  able  to  state  to  the  Senate  that  thwe 
vera  bat  tfairtr*three  names  dgned  to  these 
petitiflna,  and  thrt  he  hoped  and  bdievad  lliat 
tikera  vaa  bnt  a  small  p<n-t»Hi  <A  his  orautita- 
ents  in  fimw  of  tiie  oonrse  tiuit  the  petdticum 
xeonomendad ;  Oat  he  thon^dit  it  vas  best  to 
meet  this  qnesHon  fairly ;  and,  taking  the  st^- 
geation  of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia, 
not  now  here,  (Mr.  Tyler,)  he  wonld  move  to 
refer  these  petitions  to  tiie  Oommittee  for  the 
District  of  Oolnmbia,  Let  that  oommittee  ^ve 
ns  a  report  that  will  present  a  ftall  and  f^r  view 
of  the  snbject.  This,  he  thought,  would  quiet 
the  publio  mind.  This  course  was  adopted  some 
years  ago,  when  Congress  was  overran  with 
petitions  for  stopping  thre  mul  on  Sunday.  The 
monorials  were  r^erred  to  the  i^pnqsiato 
oommittoe,  and  one  able  report  from  the  ohair- 


man  of  the  oommittee  had  put  that  exciting  sub- 
ject to  rest,  as  he  hoped,  forever. 

Mr.  Cai^dun  expressed  the  hope  tbat  a  ques- 
tion would  be  made  on  the  reception  of  the 
petitions.  He  innsted  that,  if  au  objeotioa 
should  be  made  to  the  reoeptiou  of  a  petition, 
it  was  the  role,  and  for  f6rty  years  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,  to  take  the  vote  <tf 
reception,  without  a,  mooon  not  to  rooelve. 
He  read  the  mle  on  this  point,  which  stated 
that  if  there  was  a  cry  of  the  House  to  re- 
ceive, no  ol^ection  should  be  made,  or  if 
the  House  were  silent,  the  reception  would 
take  place  of  coarse.  Otherwiae,  a  vote  most 
be  taken  on  Its  reception.  Mr.  0.  said  be  had 
in  vain  insisted  on  tms  at  the  last  sessitHi.  He 
bwed  tiie  Chur  would  now  sustain  the  rale^ 
before  Mr.  0.  would  be  compelled  to  move  a 
ni^-reeeption. 

[in  extended  dtseaaslon  new  iilBoe,  In  wUch 
Mesm.  CaQuHm,  Ewin^  npton,  ICoiria,  Swift, 
Gnmdy,  White,  Buchanan,  Hubbard,  BaTaid,  Davis, 
Eh^of  Oeotgia,  Southard,  Prvton,  Webeter,  Cuth- 
bert,  lUves,  and  Wall,  took  part,  ite— ] 

On  motioa  of  Hx.  Hctbau^  the  motita  to 
receive  the  memorial  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Ykas. — XesBrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  BI«ck,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  GslhouiLClaTton,  Cuthbert, Dana, Fulton, 
Grundy,  Habbaid,  Ken^  King  of  Alabama,  King  <S 
0«or^  linn,  Lyon,  Hoore,  Nidiolw,  Norvell,  Psge^ 
Preston,  Rives,  Bobbson,  Boggles,  Sevier,  Spence, 
StruigB,  Walker,  White,  Wri^Et— 81. 

yATs.— H esBts.  Clay,  Davis,  Ewing  of  OUo.  Hen- 
dricks, Knight,  Horria,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster 
—16. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TcntSDAT,  February  7. 

HeaAoa—SfpriMnUfoT  Ifon-SatiMfaetion  of 
Cvoftns. 

The  following  Menage  vas  received  from  the 
Pi«eldent  of  the  United  States. 

3b  M«  jbnofa  o/ fA<  UnOedStatf: 

At  the  be^ni^  (tf  this  sesdon,  Congress  wis  in- 
formed that  car  (juma  upon  Mexico,  had  not  been 
■^urted,  but  that,  not«ittiBtandfa«  the  farltadng  ef- 
fect vpaa  her  councUs  of  the  movements  in  Teza^ 
I  hoped,  by  great  foibearsnce,  to  avoid  the  neoessiQr 
of  a^in  brii^^Dg  the  sulgeot  of  them  to  your  notice, 
niat  hapo  has  been  disappointed.    Having  in  Tain 


my  takUvsnsatde  obUgation  to  indst  that  there 
AovBA  be  "  no  fbrtiier  delay  bi  the  admowledgmeat, 
if  not  tn  the  redreas  of  the  iiyuries  complained  o^** 
my  dut7  requires  that  the  whole  subject  ahould  be 
presented,  as  it  now  Is,  for  the  action  of  Congress, 
whose  exdunve  right  it  Is  to  decide  on  the  further 
messures  redress  to  be  employed.  Tbe  length  of 
time  ^moe  some  irf  the  Injuries  have  bem  oonunitted, 
the  r^satad  snd  ouavautaig  applioatioM  fbr  rediesi, 
tha  wantcn  chsraotsr  of  some  a£  the  oidiagea  upon 
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Yermont,  praying  the  abolition  of  slsrery  and 
tiie  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia. 

Mr.  8.  moved  to  refer  that  part  of  the  peti- 
tion which  relates  to  the  slave  trade  to  the 
Oommittee  for  the  District  of  Oolambia,  re- 
marking that  he  believed  the  qnestim  m  this 
Bobjeot  nad  not  been  distinctly  tried. 

Mr.  Bbowit  moved  to  laj  this  motion  on  the 
table ;  which  was  accordingly  ordered,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  on  tiie  call  of  Mr.  Bwirr,  as  fouows : 

T1A8. — Meaara.  Bayard,  Brown,  Bnchaouk,  Cal- 
houn, CUytoo,  Cathbert,  Dana,  Ewiog  of  Illinois, 
Folfam,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Einc  of  Alabaroa, 
King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicnolaa,  Norrdl, 
Preston,  Hobinson,  Bt^sles,  Btnmge,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wrigbt— 26. 

Nats.— ICesin.  Hendricks,  Kniffht,  HcLeaa,  Nllea, 
Fnntias,  BobUnB,  Southard,  Snift,  Tipton,  Wall, 
Webitei^ll. 

Gettion  of  tke  FitbUe  Zandi. 

Ur.  OALHoxnr  introduced  as  a  aabstantive 
propoeitioD,  and  in  form  of  a  bilL  the  amend- 
ment he  had  the  day  before  moved  to  the  land 
bill ;  which  proposes  a  cession  of  the  pablio 
lan^  on  certain  conditions  therein  spMified, 
to  the  Bt8t«8,  respectively,  in  which  they  lie. 
It  was  read  once,  and,  bf  nnanimons  consent, 
received  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Oalboun  stud  that  he  wished  it  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablio  Land^  or 
to  a  select  committee,  as  the  Beoate  ndght 
choose. 

Mi.  BoBunoN  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  already  hardened  with  bnriness, 
and  he  was  desirous  that  the  Senator  from 
Soath  Carolina  shoold  have  an  oroortnnity  of 
presenting  bis  whole  views  oa  Uie  ml^ect  in 
the  fi«in  of  a  rqiort 


XtoAT,  Febroary  10. 

Election  tifPrmidmt. 

Mr.  Gbusdt,  from  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  tike  Hon.  Maktih  Van  Bu- 
VEs,  and  inform  htm  that  he  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  reported  that 
tiiey  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them, 
and  had  received  for  answer  that  he  desired  to 
express  the  gratefbl  sense  that  be  entert^ned 
of  the  distiogmshed  hcmor  whic^  his  fellow- 
dtizens  had  conferred  on  him ;  and  reqnested 
tbem  to  assure  their  respective  Hooses  tiiat 
tiuif  mi^t  rel7  aa  his  ™**ff^g  endeavws  to 
txecnte  the  resptnitible  trust  wnieh  dov<dved 
on  him,  in  a  msmier  most  oondndve  to  the 
pnbUo  interest 

J'ayment  for  PuhUe  Imd*,  Oiatem  Boute 

DutiM  and  other  Duet. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
4tf  the  bill  to  designato  and  limit  the  kinds  ct 
ftmda  reoeivable  tar  the  pnWo  revenne. 


[taBMBT.  1887. 

Mr.  HmsABD  moved  an  amoidment  to  the 
bill,  requiring  the  registen  and  receivers  to 
receive  the  same  scrip  m  p^ment  for  the  pablio 
lands  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Clat  riemarked  that  the  bill  in  its  present 
form  left  the  Treasury  order  nnreecinded,  the 
sul^ect  of  that  order  being  still  wholly  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury. 
He  had  an  amendment  therefore  to  offer, 
whidi,  if  acoepted  bv  Mr.  Htobaxd  as  a  part 
of  his,  and  adopted  br  the  Boiate,  wonld  re- 
oonoile  him  to  the  Uu.  This  amitndmTint  de- 
clared that  It  was  not  lawftd  for  tihe  Beoretar^ 
of  the  Treasary  to  make  any  discrimination  in 
the  foDds  so  TMdvaUe  as  pablio  revwae. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  accepted  tUs  addition  to  his 
amendment ;  which  amendment,  so  amended, 
was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  following 
vote: 

Teas.— UesRS.  Black,  Brown,  Bociianan,  ClaT', 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cathbert  Dana,  Davis,  Swing 
of  Slinols,  Ewing  of  OUo,  Fultoo,  Gnmdy,  Hen- 
dricks. Hnbbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  KW  of 
Geoi^a,  Knight,  UcLean,  lloore,  Nicholas,  NOes, 
Morvell,  Page,  PariEer,  PrenUss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Bevler,  Southard,  Sniift,  Tall- 
nudge,  Tipton,  Tomlicison,  Walker,  WaU,  Webster, 
White— 41. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  Linn,  Morris,  Buggies, 

Wright-S. 


SATnBDAT,  February  11. 
Tiee  Prendent  eUot. 

Mr.  GsunDT,  from  the  Jt^nt  oommittee  q>- 

Jointed  to  wdt  on  the  LonoraUe  IbcHixD  St. 
OHNBON,  of  Eentaok^,  and  infcwm  him  that  he 
had  been  elected  by  the  Senate  to  tiie  office 
of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that,  on  Saturday  last^  they  had  performeil  tiiat 
duty,  and  had  received  the  following  letter, 
whUdi  th^  were  reqaeated  to  present  to  the 
Soiate: 

7b  tluBenaUoftJu  VniUdBtaUt: 
Gnnxianai :  I  have  reorived,  wiUi  no  oidfauiy 

emotions,  the  notice,  trough  your  committee,  ol  my 
election  to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of  tiie  United 
States  hy  the  Senate.  I  accept  the  Btatlon  assigned 
me.  This  token  of  r^ard  mm  the  representativas 
of  the  States  will  ever  be  held  in  gmtefid  Tec(rflecti(tt. 
Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  rinoere  tfaanka. 

Observing  that  your  decMon  Is  in  haratony  with  a 
majority  of  the  States  and  a  mdety  of  all  the  elee- 
ton  In  the  iBimary  colleges,  my  gratifica^on  is 
heigbtened,  from  the  conviction  that  the  Senate,  In 
the  exerdse  of  thdr  constitutional  prerogative,  con- 
curred with  and  confirmed  the  wi^es  both  of  the 
States  and  the  people.  Called,  in  virtue  of  this  pre- 
ferment, to  preside  in  the  deliberations  of  your  en- 
li^atened  body,  from  and  after  the  8d  ofllaiai  ne^rt, 
povdc  me  to  make  use  of  tids  <mMrtDidty  to  sn 
that  I  cumot  feel  insendble  to  diMcnlUea  which  I 
must  antidpate,  and  Ae  frequent  oooadon  I  may 
have  for  your  forbearance.  Tbou^  for  thirty  yean 
a  UMoiber  of  one  or  the  odier  of  3ie  two  Iloasss  of 
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CongrcM,  yet  I  hftve  nerer  beea  aocaatomed  to  pre- 
ade,  even  temporarily,  over  either,  or  in  any  ddib- 
eratire  assembly.  IC;  attention  has  genentUj  been 
oierosBed  by  the  more  ImmwIhtB  acts  of  Iflgidatum, 
v^at  fecial  rcgwd  to  the  mliratensM  of  nitea  and 
orders,  so  necessary  to  the  progrcM  of  bnsbuBi.  and 
so  important  for  the  obeerranoe  of  the  prestding 

ContemplatinK  the  oharaeter  of  my  diatli^jalabed 
predeceasora,  and  considerii^  my  defidency  in  point 
of  talent,  and  the  want  of  experienoe  for  the  ^pro- 
{HiKtedotiee  of  the  station,  it  is  iDqKwrible  finr  me  to 
orereiHae  asitin^tiie  diflMenoeirHh  irttidi  I  meet 
tUa  can  of  my  feOow-eMsNia.  Bat  this  reflection 
will  always  console  me,  that  any  errors  on  my  part 
will  etfect  me  personally  rather  than  the  public ;  the 
Intelliffence  of  the  Senate  will  eaaid  the  comitryfrom 
any  iiyuty  that  nught  result  from  the  imperfections 
of  its  nreddlng  officw,  and  its  magnanimity  will  cover 
thne  imperfecdona  with  the  veil  of  diarity.  In  this 
ooodudon,  I  find  a  warrant  In  etmtemplating  ainone 
the  members  of  yonr  body  so  many  friendB  wiu 
whom  I  have  been  assodated  in  pnbUo  life.  It  is 
<miy  in  ihe  event  of  an  equal  cUvision  of  the  Senate 
that  the  presitfing  officer  Is  called  upon  to  give  his 
vote.  If  y  hope  is,  that  there  may  be  alw^B  suffi- 
cient unanimity  to  prevent  audi  a  oontbgaicy. 
however,  it  should  luqipenf  this  doty  irill  be  fionlUar 
to  me,  and  I  shall  perfcam  it  irithout  embarrasament. 
In  exerdMng  tins  power,  I  shall  expect  the  same  In- 
Adgence  th^  I  have  ever  extended  to  others,  where 
cUfferencee  of  opinion  euated. 

To  the  Senate,  ttie  meet  important  trusts  are  cam- 
mitted.  Its  duties  are  Wislative,  executive,  and,  In 
certain  contiogeudes,  Judicial,  As  citizens,  every 
bnndi  of  onr  OoveRUuent  I«  dear  to  us ;  bat,  Own 
my  more  Immediate  relation  to  this,  by  your  dndee, 
I  shall  r«gard  it  wMi  special  interest  It  standa  pre- 
eminent in  talent  and  diaracter.  In  preddlng  oyer 
its  deliberationa,  it  shall  be  my  eflbrt  to  act  lAvi  per- 
fect respect  and  impartiality  towards  every  men^ter, 
and  endeavor,  by  this  oourso  of  ctmduct,  to  merit 
tfie  KKuobatiMi  of  alL 

B.  H.  JOHNSON. 
CiTT  or  WiraiiRiTo^T,  Jiib^  10, 1B87. 

Gettion  of  tAe  PubUc  landa. 

The  bill  (Ur.  OAiaoim*s)  to  cede  the  pnblio 
lands,  on  certain  condili^ia,  to  the  qew  States, 
came  up  in  its  order  for  a  second  reaiding. 

The  oonstitTitioDality-  and  expediency  of  this 
cession  was  disoiusea  by  Hessrs.  Oalhouh, 

EcBBABD,  NOBTXLL,  WSBSTIB,  SlTlSIl,  WaLKSB, 

Kiua,  BoBiHsoH,  BouTHASD,  TiFTON,  and  Btr- 
OHAKAN,  when  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
hy  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — ^Hessrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Budianan,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  EnMit,  NUea,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
SobUns,  Bamles,  Southard,  Spence,  Strantra,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  TomUnson,  Wall,  Webater,  Wright- 
SB. 

N1.T8. — ^ICesBts.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Ewing 
of  niinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  NIcImmbs,  Nor- 
vell,  Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker, 
WUt«— 20. 

FoH^ieation  Bill 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  a  bill 


[Snum 

making  proTisioa  for  Hxe  collection  of  mate- 
rials and  the  porchase  of  sites  for  oert^  forti- 
fications therein  designated.  [It  appropriates 
about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  theae 
objects.] 

Mr.  Cbittebdem  demanded  fhrther  informa* 
tion  in  reference  to  the  neceadty  of  these  works, 
the  eatimates  upon  which  the  ^propriations 
were  founded,  and  the  total  expense  of  com- 
pletiog  Ha  works  for  which  this  bill,  appro- 
priating a  million  and  a  half  of  dollan^  pro- 
posed only  to  moke  preparation. 

JSt,  Bznton,  chainnan  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, who  had  reported  the  bill,  staged,  in 
nmly,  that  it  was  identicaUy  the  aame  bill 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  et  the  Iwt  session. 
The  Senator  was,  therefore,  in  posseonon  of 
fall  information  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  SoTTTHABD  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of 
its  features.  It  was  a  carryiag  oat  of  the  plan 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  General  Bemurd. 
And  though  the  scheme  of  defence  by  fortifi- 
cations proposed  Vj  that  celebrated  eogineer 
might  have  oeen  wisely  adapted  to  the  state  ct 
the  country  at  that  period,  its  conation  had 
since  been  bo  greatly  dianged,  by  the  Increase 
of  its  population  and  the  augmentation  of  its 
power,  that  many  of  t2ie  features  of  the  plan 
were  no  longer  necessary,  and  might  advan- 
tageoasly  be  di^ensed  with.  The  improve- 
ments wuioh  had  been  made  in  the  means  for 
transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war  rendered 
it  now  a  comparatively  easy  thing  to  concen- 
trate large  liodiea  of  ue  ndlitia  at  any  point 
that  might  be  threatened  by  a  foe.  And  thus 
the  nece^ity  of  many  forts  otherwise  ret^aisito 
was  superseded.  And  forta,  if  not  judiciously 
located,  were  not  only  of  no  valuable  service, 
but,  owing  to  the  tr^u  of  oonsequenoea  the^ 
draW  after  them,  were  a  podtire  evil. 

The  Inll  bdog  cm  its  paasage, 

Ur.  BxKnni  demuMd  the  7088  and  nagrs ; 
which  irere  taken,  as  fi^ows : 

Teas.— Meson.  Benton,  Bodianan,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Onmdy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alaham*,  Knight, 
Una,  Lyon,  Mouton,  NidiolttS,  NikL  Norvdl,  pSr, 
Bobbins,  Bugles,  Sevier,  Stnnge,  TaUmadge,  ^p- 
ton,  Tomlinaon,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 26. 

Nats. — Measrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Moore,  Prentiss,  Bobmson,  Southard,  &>aioe,  Swift. 
Wehrter,  Whitfr-ia!  ^  ^ 


HoNDAT,  February  18. 
Trade  with  Belgium. 
Mr.  BuoHANAN,  from  tiie  Committee  on 
Forcdga  Relations,  moved  that  the  Senate  oon- 
uder  a  bill  from  the  Hoose,  respecting  the 
duties  w  Belgiaa  resselB  aod  their  oatgoes. 
The  bill  having  been  taken  up. 

Mr.  BuoHANAN  briefly  expired  its  object. 
By  the  act  of  1824,  this  Grovemment  had 
offered  to  all  nations  to  receive  thmr  prodncts 
in  their  own  vessels  on  the  same  terms  as  tiwj 
should  receive  oar  prodoots  in  onr  venels. 
^dland  had  refiiaed  these  twma^  end  imposed 


Droit  Stlgam. 
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Vennont,  praying  the  abc^tion  of  bU'vwj  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia. 

Hr.  8.  moTed  to  refer  that  part  of  the  peti- 
tion which  relates  to  the  slave  trade  to  the 
Cioinmittee  for  the  District  of  Oolambia^  re- 
marking that  he  beliered  the  qaestaoa  on  tMs 
BTil^eot  had  not  been  distinotlj  tried. 

Hr.  Brown  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the 
table ;  wlucfa  was  accordingly  ordered,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Swift,  as  foUows : 

YxAS. — Messm  Bayud,  Brawn,  Bnohuan,  Gal- 
hoan,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  DUnois, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alaljama, 
King  of  Geor^a,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Norrell, 
Preston,  Robinson,  B14l!^«^  Strange,  Tailmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wrif^t— 26. 

Katb.— Hesan.  HendrickB,  Enlgbt,  HcLean,  IflleB, 
FrentiBa,  Robbina,  Soutban^  BwUt,  nptoo,  W^ 
Webstec^ll. 

Ce»»iotn{ft^  PubUe  Zoadi. 

Mr.  Oaimow  introduced  as  a  mbstantive 
proposition,  and  in  form  of  a  biU,  the  amend- 
ment he  had  the  day  before  moved  to  the  Iwd 
bill ;  which  pn^Knes  a  cession  of  the  public 
lands,  on  certain  oondiliona  t^en^  spetdfled, 
to  the  States,  respectively,  In  wbieh  tfa«y  lie. 
It  was  read  once,  and,  by  nnanlmons  consent, 
received  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Oalhoitn  said  that  he  wished  it  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  FnbUo  Lands,  or 
to  a  select  oommittee,  as  tiie  Senate  m^ht 
choose. 

Mr.  RosnraoH  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
select  oommittee.  The  Oommittee  on  Public 
lAnds  were  already  burdened  with  bnaness, 
and  he  was  dedrous  that  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  his  whole  views  on  uie  sabjeot  in 
the  form  of  arqrarL 


SUetion  ^  Prmidmt 

Mr.  Obdbdt,  from  tlie  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Hon.  Murur  Yah  Bu- 
KiN,  and  inform  him  that  be  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them, 
and  had  received  for  answer  that  be  desured  to 
express  the  grateful  sense  that  he  entertaioed 
of  the  distiognisbed  honor  which  his  feUow- 
citizens  had  conferred  on  him ;  and  reqaested 
them  to  usnre  thdr  respeodve  Houses  that 
they  mi^t  r«ly  on  Us  nnceariiig  endeavors  to 
exeoDte  the  responsible  trast  whieh  dev<dved 
on  him,  in  a  maimer  most  oondodve  to  the 
public  interest. 

Ikijidt  Bee&ivdbU  &y  the  lUenU  3Veemrg  in 
Payment  for  FtibUe  Laiub,  Oiutem  Sovm 
Datia  and  other  Duet. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  designate  and  limit  the  kinds  (tf 
funds  receivable  for  the  pnUio  revttiae. 


Mr.  EiTBBABD  moved  an  amendmeDt  to  tlie 
bill,  requiring  the  r^^sters  and  reoeivera  to 
receive  the  same  scrip  m  payment  for  tlie  public 
lands  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Cut  remarked  that  tibe  bill  in  its  present 
form  left  the  Treasury  order  unrescinded,  the 
sul^eot  of  that  order  being  still  wholly  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  had  an  amendment  therefore  to  offer, 
which,  if  accepted  by  Mr.  Hubbabd  as  a  part 
of  hia,  and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  voi^  xe- 
oondle  him  to  the  UU.  This  ameDdmsnt  de- 
dared  Oat  it  was  not  lavfbl  tm  the  Seoretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  any  dlso^ination  is 
the  funds  so  reodvable  as  public  revwue. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  ooe^ed  this  addition  to  his 
amendment ;  which  amendment,  so  f"*«™^fi'| 
was  adopted. 

The  biU  was  then  passed,  ^XJ  the  fidlowing 
vote: 

Tub. — McBBiB.  Black,  Brown,  Badunan,  CI^, 
Clapton,  CMttenden,  Cuthbert,  I^na,  Davis,  Ewii^ 
of  nUnots,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hen- 
drickB, Hubbard,  Kent,  Eii«  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knigbt,  McLean,  Moore,  Nldwlaa,  Nilea, 
Norvell,  Page,  J^er,  Pientiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
R<d)Uns,  RoUnson,  Sevier,  BooUiard,  Swift,  TsU- 
madge,  Tipton,  Tomllnaon,  Walker,  Wall,  WdMter, 
White— 41. 

Nayb.— ICeasra.  Benton,  Lhm,  Morris,  Bog^si^ 

Wrif^it— 6. 


Satubdat,  February  11, 
Vice  Prtetdmt  •leek 

"Sir.  Gbundt,  from  the  J<4nt  oonmdttee  u>- 

Jointed  to  w^t  on  the  bonoraUe  Biobjlbd  H, 
OHNBON,  of  Kentucky,  and  inform  him  that  h« 
had  been  elected  by  uie  Senate  to  the  office 
of  Vice  Preddentof  the  United  States,  reported 
that^  on  Saturday  last,  they  had  performed  that 
duty,  and  had  received  the  following  letter, 
whidi  tbxj  were  requested  to  present  to  the 
Senate: 

3b  the  Bauie  ifOi  VnkadSlalm: 
GnTLimai:  I  have  received,  with  no  orflnary 

emotiooH,  the  notice,  through  yoar  oommittee,  of  my 
election  to  the  office  of  Vice  Frerident  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Senate.  I  accept  the  station  asaigned 
me.  token  of  r^;aid  from  the  represeDtauvee 
of  tiie  States  will  eva-bebddmgnteflilTecoUectioo. 
Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  rinoete  thaaka. 

ObBerring  tliat  your  decirion  Is  in  haroKmy  with  a 
mqority  of  the  States  and  a  moie^  of  all  the  elec- 
tors  in  the  primary  coll^ea,  my  gratification  la 
h«ghtened,  from  the  oonriction  that  the  Senate,  In 
the  exerrise  of  their  constitutional  prerogative,  con- 
curred with  and  confirmed  the  wiwes  both  of  die 
States  and  the  i>eople.  Called,  hi  virtue  this  pre- 
ferment, to  preside  in  (he  deliberatitms  of  your  en- 
lightened bo^,  tnm  and  after  the  8d  of  March  next, 
pomit  me  to  make  use  of  this  orooitnnity  to  say 
that  I  cannot  feel  insenuble  to  difficnltaes  which  I 
most  anticipate,  and  the  fieqnent  ooctdoo  I  may 
have  for  your  fiMbeannoe.  ^botidi  for  thirty  jeais 
aBkooberof  tne  or  the  other  of  flw  two  Boonb  of 
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Oaagrtm,  jet  I  hare  mtk  been  MooBtomed  to  pre- 
lide^  even  tomporari^,  orer  dther,  or  In  any  ddib- 
entlTC  MKmlur.  My  attention  has  generally  been 
engrossed  by  the  more  Immediate  acts  of  legi^ation, 
wiUioat  q>ediil  regard  to  the  n^ateneas  of  rules  and 
orieis,  so  Deceasaiy  to  the  progress  of  bnrinees,  and 
so  impMtant  tar  die  obBervance  of  llie  ^eriding 
(^Bcer. 

CMitemplating  the  character  of  mr  distingnlrfied 
predeoeeaora,  and  emsidering  my  deficiency  la  point 
itt  talent,  and  the  mmt  of  experience  for  ^  appro- 
jffiate  duties  of  ttie  statkm,  it  Is  inqMSsiUe  forme  to 
orerconie  entirely  the  diffidence  with  whidi  I  meet 
thia  call  of  my  fdlov-dtizens.  Bat  this  reflectioa 
wiU  alwaya  coosole  me,  that  any  orora  on  my  part 
vUl  effiNA  me  peraonally  rather  than  the  pobllc ;  the 
intdUgmoeof  the  Senate  vill  guard  theoomitryfirom 
any  i^iuy  that  nd^t  resalt  from  the  imperfectiona 
of  Its  predding  officer,  and  its  magnanlndty  will  cover 
these  unperfecdona  with  the  veil  of  charity.  Id  this 
coDcludon,  I  find  a  warrant  In  contemplating  ainoDf 
the  members  of  your  body  so  many  frienda  with 
whom  X  hare  been  aasodated  in  paUio  life.  U  Is 
only  in  the  erent  of  an  equal  dMaon  ct  Hio  Senate 
that  the  predding  officer  is  called  upon  to  give  his 
vote.  Uy  hope  is,  that  then  may  be  alwara  suffi- 
cient onanimity  to  prevent  audi  a  contingency.  If, 
howereTf  it  should  happen,  this  doty  will  be  fitn^Iiar 
to  me,  and  I  diall  perform  it  without  anbarnusmeot. 
hk  exeidring  tUe  power,  I  AaU  ezpeek  the  sane  in- 
didgenoe  that  I  bare  ever  extended  to  others,  where 
^^renoee  <tf  opinion  existed. 

To  the  Senate,  the  most  Important  trasta  are  com- 
mitted. Its  duties  are  le^aladre,  executlTe,  and,  in 
certain  ewtingendea,  JodiciaL  Aa  dttzena,  ererj 
branch  of  our  Oovemment  is  dear  to  us ;  but,  from 
my  more  immediate  reladon  to  this,  by  yimr  dwice, 
I  diali  r^ard  ft  with  special  interest  It  stuida  pre- 
en^ieut  m  talent  and  (diaraeter.  In  pteri^ng  oyer 
to  ddiberationa,  it  shall  be  my  eflbrC  to  act  wlu  per- 
fect respect  and  impartiality  towards  crery  mendter, 
and  endearor,  by  this  oonne  of  oondnot,  to  merit 
the  nmrobaUon  of  all 

B.  U.  JOHNSON. 
Cm  or  WAJBuroToir,       10, 1887. 

Omwn  of  tAtf  T^StUt  ZmdliL 
The  bill  (Ur.  Oalhoun^b)  to  cede  the  pnblio 
lands,  on  certain  ooDditioDS,  to  the  new  States, 
oame  up  in  ita  order  tat  a  leoiH^  reading. 

Tlie  omutitotioDaltly  and  w^ediaiOT  of  this 
oession  was  discoased  bj  ICeBsra.  Ouhow, 

HCBBABA,  NOBTXLL,  WSBSmt,  SXTII^  W  ALKSB, 

KiLxa,  RoBiKBON,  SoDTHASD,  Tknov,  and  Bo- 
cnAjTAN,  wbea  the  bill  waa  laid  iq>on  the  taUe, 

the  foUoiriiig  TOte : 

Teas. — Herars.  Bayard,  Brown,  Bodianan,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewlng  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  Knight,  NUes,  Fige,  Parker,  Frentlas,  RiTea, 
Bobbins,  Bumles,  Soutfavd,  Spotce,  Stnun,  Swift, 
TaHmadge,  TomUosoa,  Wall,  Wrtister,  Wright— 
26. 

NAn.— Veens.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Bwii^ 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Eii«  of  Ala- 
bama, linn,  Lyon,  Koore,  Honton,  NldHW,  Kw- 
Tell,  Preston,  Bobtnson,  Sertor,  Tfpt<m,  Walker, 
WMte— -20. 
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making  proTislon  for  the  collection  ot  mate- 
rials and  the  purchase  of  sites  for  certain  forti- 
fications therein  de^gnated.  [It  apprc^riates 
about  a  million  and  a  half  of  doUara  to  these 
ohJecteJ 

Kr.  Cbitiendek  demanded  fttrther  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  neoesnty  of  these  works, 
tite  «8timate3  upon  which  the  appropriations 
were  founded,  and  the  total  expense  of  com- 
pleting the  works  for  which  this  bill,  iftpro- 
priating  a  million  and  a  half  of  doUazB,  pro- 
posed on^  to  make  preparation. 

Hr.  Bnmur,  ohimnan  the  IGUtaiy  Ocnn- 
mitteei  who  had  reported  the  bill,  stated,  in 
reply,  that  it  was  identically  the  same  MD 
which  had  passed  tbe  Senate  at  the  last  sesdon. 
The  Senator  wao^  therefore,  in  posaeauon  of 
fall  information  in  regard  to  it. 

Ur.  SouTBABD  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of 
its  featnrea.  It  was  a  carrying  out  of  the  plan 
which  had  been  liud  down  by  General  Bernard. 
And  though  the  sdieme  of  defeuce  by  fortifi- 
cations proposed  by  that  celebrated  eufj^eer 
might  have  been  wisely  adapted  to  the  state  of 
the  country  at  that  period,  its  condition  had 
since  been  so  greatiy  changed,  by  the  increase 
of  its  population  and  the  aogmentation  of  its 
power,  that  many  of  the  features  of  the  plan 
were  no  longer  necessary,  and  might  adran- 
tageondy  be  dispensed  with.  The  improve- 
ments wmcfa  bad  been  made  in  the  means  fiir 
transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war  rendered 
it  now  a  comparatively  easy  thing  to  concen- 
trate lane  bodies  of  tiie  militia  at  any  point 
that  might  be  threatened  by  a  foe.  And  thus 
the  necessity  of  many  forts  otherwise  ret^uisite 
was  superseded.  And  forts,  if  not  judiciously 
located,  were  not  only  of  no  valuable  service, 
but,  owing  to  the  train  of  consequences  they 
drew  after  tbem,  were  a  positive  eriL 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

Ur.  Bknton  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  taken,  as  follows : 

TxAS.— Hesara.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Orundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knigbt, 
Idnn,  Lyon,  Uouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norrell,  Pwe, 
BobUna,  Bogg^  Sevier,  Strange,  TaUmadge,  'Op- 

nTomUuBon,  Walker,  Wall,  Wri^fr— 86. 
ATS.— Measrs.  Blaofc,  Calhoun,  Clay,  (^ittenden, 
Uoore,  Prentiss,  BolUnson,  Sonthard,  ^enoe,  Swift, 
Webster,  White— IS. 


IfoNDAT,  Febmary  18. 
Trade  vnth  Belgium. 

Ur.  BucHAKAH,  from  tiie  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  moved  that  the  Senate  con- 
sider a  bill  from  the  House,  respecting  the 
daties  on  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 
The  bill  having  been  taken  up, 

Ur.  BtroHAiTAN  briefly  explained  its  object. 
By  the  aet  of  1824^  this  Govemment  had 
offered  to  all  nations  to  reotfve  th^  fandncts 
in  their  own  vessels  on  tiie  same  terms  as  they 
should  receive  our  products  in  oar  veaselB. 
Holland  hadrefosed  these  terms,  and  imposed 
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a  diwrimnating  duty  of  tea  per  eent.  in  fitTor 
of  their  own  veesela.  We  might,  according  to 
the  principles  of  that  act,  have  done  tiie  same, 
aa  a  oonnterTailing  measare,  in  favor  q{  oar  own 
navigation;  bnt  as,  notwiUistanding  the  duty 
of  ten  per  cent,  oar  own  navigation  continued 
to  e^Joy  almost  the  whole  of  the  trade  be- 
tween Holland  and  the  United  States,  nothing 
farther  was  done,  and  the  vessels  of  Holland 
were  allowed  to  enter  our  ports  on  the  same 
terms  with  onr  own.  Thu  was  before  the 
separation  of  Belgium  from  Hdland ;  bat  after 
that  separation,  on  the  -vesBete  of  Belgium  pre- 
senting tbemselTes  for  Ha  firat  time  in  our 
pcnti,  a  discriminating  dnty  was  demanded 
ct  them,  although  none  was  demanded  from 
Dutch  ships.  this  seemed  a  hardship,  the 
present  bill  has  been  introduced,  in  oraer  to 
put  Belgian  vessels  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  of  Holland.  A  proviso,  however,  was 
inserted  in  the  bill,  empowering  the  President, 
whenevOT  circumstances  shonld,  in  his  opinion, 
render  it  expedient,  to  enforce  the  act  of  1824 
against  both  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels. 

Hr.  Out  further  explained  the  case,  con- 
firming the  statements  made  hr  Itr.  Buohasait, 
of  whom,  however,  he  inqmred  whether  in- 
fimnation  had  been  obtidnea  hj  him  as  to  the 
present  proportion  between  Dutch  and  Ameri- 
can navigation  employed  in  the  trade  with 
Holland,  as,  in  1886,  it  appeared  Uiat  the  Dutch 
were  rather  gaining  npon  ns. 

Mr.  Bdoeaitan  replied  that  he  had  not,  bnt 
would  make  the  inquiry  at  the  Department, 
and  have  the  facts  r^y  by  to-morrow. 

The  hill  was  then  reported  to  tlie  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 


WSDNSSDAT,  FbIotWT  Iff. 

The  bin  respecting  the  flscriminating  duties 
<n  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessds  and  thehr  cargoes 
oconing  up  on  its  passage-^ 

Mr.  BnoHAiTAiT  siud  that,  when  this  bill  was 
before  the  Senate  yestwday,  be  had  promised 
to  ascertain  from  tiie  Department  the  com- 
parative state  of  tiie  Dutch  and  American 
tonnage,  as  employed  in  the  Holland  trade 
during  the  past  year.  He  had  done  so ;  and 
it  appeared  from  the  result  that  the  amount 
of  Dntdi  tonaage  was  increasing  rapidly  on  the 
American.  He  did  not  know  whether  this  was 
owing  to  the  discriminating  du^  imposed  by 
the  Dnteh  GtovemmeDtin  nvor  of  their  own 
TCSsds  In  Dutch  ports,  or  not ;  bnt  if  sach 
was  the  ftct,  then  the  provirions  of  the  aet  of 
1894  dionld  be  pronptly  qiplied  by  the  Execu- 
tive. l[r.B.tilenr•aidulefollowiI^;  statement: 
la  the  year  1884,  the  amoimt  of  American 
tonnage  in  this  trade  was  0n  round  num- 
bers) -----  17,000  tons. 
In  1886,  -  -  -  -  16,000  " 
In  1886,  -  -  .  -  8,600  " 
while  the  amoonta  of  Dutch  tonnage,  on  the 
Qontnry,  had  jm^wttanaUy  dimlidund. 


CFteMTAn,  1887. 

In  1884,  the  Datoh  ttmnage  was  1,861  tons. 

In  1886,    -      -      -      -        8,068  " 

In  1836,    -      -      -      -       6,401  » 

Hr.  Gult  sdd  that,  when  we  saw,  for  three 
snccessive  years,  a  regular  diminution  of  Ameri- 
can tonnage^  and  a  r^nlar  increase  of  the  com- 
peting foreign  tonnage,  there  ooi^  be  no  doubt 
that  Doth  results  proceeded  from  a  common 
canse.  The  act  of  1824  proceeded  on  the  ^n- 
ciple  of  entire  and  pernet  nn&frodtj.  That 
[^ndple  had  been  departed  from  by  the  Got- 
onment  of  Holland,  while  Bel^ani  was  in 
nnlon  with  Holland.  There  was  mnoh  inson 
to  believe  that  the  present  relative  oondition 
of  the  navigation  of  America  and  of  Holland 
was  the  resolt  of  that  departore.  Undo*  those 
circumstances,  it  seemed  that,  though  the  Ben- 
ate  could  not  wdl  refdse  to  pass  the  present 
bill,  which  did  nothing  but  put  Hollwd  and 
Bel^nm  on  the  same  footing,  the  Executive 
was  bonnd  to  eoforce  the  provinons  of  the  act 
of  1824  to  both  Governments.  He  tmsted  this 
would  be  done. 

Mr.  Davis,  who  had  not  been  present  when 
the  bill  was  introduced,  was  deiBrona  that  the 
bill  should  lie  ovw  for  cne  day,  in  order  that 
he  midit  have  an  opportunity  to  look  a  little 
into  the  retnras  stating  the  existing  oondition 
of  the  trade,  with  a  view  of  jndging  of  the  tme 
cause  of  the  present  state  of  thmgs.  Posnbly 
this  act  might  be  ccaistmed  as  an  evidence  that 
this  Government  was  prepared  to  extend  the 
relaxation  of  the  provinons  of  the  act  of  182^ 
thou^  he  was  very  sure  the  Bmator  who  in- 
troduced the  bill  had  no  such  intention. 

Mr,  BcoHANAK  oonontred  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
explained  that  the  proviso  in  ttiis  bill  had  been 
introdaoed  with  an  express  view  to  enable  the 
President  to  apply  the  provisiona  et  the  act  of 
1824  to  both  Holknd  and  Belgium. 

Ur.  OuTHBBBT  cont^ded  tiiafe  tihe  tnu  stand- 
ard by  which  to  Judge  of  tiie  existing  indul- 
genoe  to  Htdland,  was  not  the  immediate  ^aot 
of  it  <m  the  oomparative  navigatioi  «it  Uie  two 
countries,  but  its  effect 'as  an  example  and  a 
precedent,  which  was  likely  to  indnce  other 
nations  to  pnrsne  the  aame  oonrse  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Dntdi  Govenunent. 

The  bill  was  passed. 


Satubdat,  February  18, 

Ur.  BxNTON  presented  tlie  credentials  of 
Hon.  Lawn  F.  Lrait,  re-eleoted  a  Sraator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  UiaioDri,  for 
six  yean  teom  and  after  the  4tii  of  Mardk  next 

Pap«ra  qf  Mr.  Miidi$07K 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BoBBnra,  the  joint  rest^n- 
tion  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  manu- 
scripts of  the  late  Freskleint  IfadisoDf  was 
t^en  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Bobbins  said :  I  consider  this  work  of 
Mr.  Madison,  now  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
world  under  the  patronage  <f  this  Gavenuneo^ 
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as  the  moet  valuable  one  to  mankind  that  has 
u>pewed  sinoe  the  dsya  when  Bacon  gave  to 
the  world  his  Novum  Organon.  That  prodnced 
tiiat  revelation  in  anal  jtioa,  which  has  prodnoed 
the  immeoBe  aaperiority  of  the  modems  over 
the  ancients  in  the  knowledge  of  natnre,  and 
in  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  human 
life — the  fruit  of  that  knowledge.  With  Bacon 
it  was  a  mere  theory;  a  tneory,  however, 
which  he  fondly  cherished,  and  confidently 
believod  would  be  prolific,  as  it  has  been,  of 
the  moet  magnificent  reanlts ;  but  in  the  hands 
of  Kewton,  and  <kC  tua  other  disciples  and  fol- 
lowers, U  beoame  a  intutical  ^de  to  those 
artoniu^i^  diaooveriea  whidi,  u  tiieir  oonse- 

aaenoes,  have,  among  other  things,  converted 
loBO  elements  of  nature  before  supposed  to  be, 
only  to  be  oontrolled  by  the  same  almighty 
hand  which  formed  them,  into  the  ministers 
and  sgrats  of  man,  obedient  to  Ms  wUl,  and 
snbservient  to  hia  use.  It  has  enabled  man  to 
draw  the  veil  from  the  face  of  natnre ;  to  in- 
spect ber  mechanism ;  and  to  avail  himself  of 
her  principles  for  the  aagmentation  of  hia  own 
power.  It  has  ^ven  him  power  after  power ; 
and  is  still  going  on  to  ^ve  him  power  upon 
power,  as  his  reeearohes  go  oa  in  exploring  her 
Doozidless  fldda,  and  in  making  discovery  upon 
d&wovery;  and  to  this  growiiig  inorease  of 
human  power,  no  human  beina  can  now  asugn 
the  posable  limits.  True,  it  lias  not  enabled 
man,  as  it  was  fabled  of  him  by  the  poets  of 
old,  to  steal  the  fire  from  the  heavens ;  bat  it 
has  enabled  him  to  do  more  and  better — ^it  has 
enabled  him  to  become  au  humble  pupil  in  the 
school  of  the  Divine  Artist ;  and,  by  stndying 
his  models,  to  copy  his  aoenoies,  though  at  the 
immeasurable  distance  wnloh  seperatea  a  finite 
from  the  infinite  being. 

As  this  Organon  of  Bacon  has  been  the 
beacon-light  to  maokiod  to  guide  him  to  the 
true  philosophy,  and  to  the  improvement  of 
his  pby^c^  condition,  so  will  this  work  of 
Uadiaon,  b»  I  tmst  and  iwediot,  be  his  beacon- 
fight  to  gnide  him  to  the  tme  science  of  free 
govenunent,  and  to  the  improvement  of  hia 
p<^tical  condition.  The  science  of  free  gov- 
wninent,  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  sciences, 
by  £u*  the  most  difScult,  whilst  it  is  the  most 
important  to  mankind ;  of  all  the  slowest  in 
growth,  Uie  latest  in  matnrity.  Not  the  science 
which  has  penetrated  the  causes  and  explained 
to  mankina  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens  is 
BO  difficnlt;  that  has  been  found  of  easier  and 
more  n^iid  attainment.  Indeed,  the  difficnlties 
to  he  overcome  in  evolving  this  science  are  so 
great,  that  we  are  to  TODder  lees  at  its  tardy 
advances,  tiiaa  at  Its  final  mcoess.  In  tiie  fint 
^aoe,  it  requires  the  deepest  and  most  perfect 
mmght  into  the  natnre  of  man :  of  man  not 
only  in  his  ^neral  nature,  but  as  modified  by 
society;  which  everywhere  hfu  snperindaced 
and  clothed  him  with  a  Boc(md  nature,  denomi- 
nated habit;  and  that  as  diversified  as  the 
couDtrlee  he  inhabits.  Then  it  requires  that 
beolfy  of  comprehenrivd  OMnMnalaon,  wUiUi 


[Sbuzb. 

is  the  rarest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God  to  man,  and 
which,  whenever  and  wherever  it  i^>ear^ 
seems  destined  to  prodnce  an  era  in  numan 
afiairs ;  a  faculty  of  combiniog  into  a  whole, 
where  ^e  elements  to  be  combined  are  so 
variona  as  to  be  almost  infinite ;  a  whole  per- 
fect in  relation  to  all  its  parts,  and  its  parts 
perfect  in  relation  to  the  whole.  Besides,  the 
perfect  model  of  the  free  government  is  not 
like  the  perfect  model  of  any  other  8<neDoeb 
Of  every  other  science,  the  peo-ftot  modd  any- 
where is  the  perfect  model  everywhere  and 
everywhere  alike  perfect.  The  perfect  .watoh 
at  Washington,  for  instance,  is  the  perfect  watch 
at  Oanton,  and  so  all  over  Uie  globe ;  hut  not  so 
the  perfect  model  of  the  free  government :  that, 
though  the  prim^ples  are  the  ssme  everywhere, 
the  form  varies  as  the  droumstances  vary,  of 
the  people  by  whom  it  is  established ;  to  which 
circumstances  it  most  always  be  actuated  and 
made  to  conform. 

Here,  with  ns,  the  difiSoolties  to  be  overcome 
in  this  achievement,  from  the  nature  of  the 
elements  to  be  combined,  were  stopendously 
great.  In  looMng  back  to  those  mfficoltdes, 
that  they  were  overtMHne  at  all  wpears  to  me 
now  little  less  than  a  jffodigy :  and  it  still  fills 
me  with  aatoniahment.  For  here  a  oomlHiia- 
tion  was  required  that  would  prodnoe  a  strata 
tore,  perfectly  anomalous  in  the  Idatwy  of 
human  Governments ;  and  such  a  structure  was 
produced,  and  as  perfect  as  it  was  novel.  Here 
were  a  people,  spread  and  spreading  over  a 
vast  territory — that  stretching  and  to  stretch 
almost  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun — ^&is 
scattered  and  countless  multitude  were  to  bo 
ruled  in  freedom  as  one  people,  and  by  the 
popular  vrill — that  will  to  be  uncontrolled  in 
itself,  and  controlling  every  thiuK.  Such  an 
achievement,  the  most  enl^tened  friends  of 
freedom  and  htunan  rights,  in  all  countries  and 
in  all  ages,  had  deemed  to  be  morally  and 
physically  impossible.  Beudu^  here  were 
thirteen  Statea,  and  all  the  other  States  to  be 
formed  out  of  that  vast  territory,  without 
being  des^yed  as  States,  to  be  so  combined  as 
to  form,  in  the  general  aspect,  but  one  simple 
Goverament ;  with  all  the  unity  and  energy  of 
one  simple  Govemmeot;  powerful  alike  to 
assert  and  maiut^  all  their  righta  as  a  nation, 
agiunst  all  other  nations;  and  the  rights  of  every 
individual,  all  over  this  boundless  donuun, 
against  every  aggressor;  that  is,  a  Govern- 
ment equally  fitted  and  efficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses 01  peace  and  war.  Sudi  an  achievwient, 
often  before,  and  under  much  more  favorable 
oircumstanoea^  beotuise  upon  a  much  more 
limited  scale,  had  been  attonpted,  but  nevw 
before  accomplished  ;  as  is  bat  too  well  attested 
by  the  histories  and  the  destinies  of  all  the  con- 
federacies that  before  had  ever  existed  on  the 
earth. 

Those  confederacies  had  all  proved  signal 
failures  as  effective  Governments,  both  in  war 
and  peace ;  and  entirely  for  the  want  of  that 
form     Btmetnre  and  princdple  of  oombinatioa 
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Aat  ironld  lecondle  absolute  Boverdgntf  in 
tiw  nation  with  sovereignty  In  the  States,  as 
parts  of  one  cation — as  conmtent  and  harmo- 
nions  parts  of  one  snpreme  sovereignty.  Tliis 
principle,  unexplored  and  nnknovn  before,  was 
developed  and  displayed,  most  happily  so,  in 
Btmcture  of  our  confederate  and  national 
rraublio. 

This  work  now  proposed  to  he  published  will 
nnfold  to  us  all  me  steps  of  that  diversified 
analysis  and  discovery  wnich  lead  to  this  hap- 
py and  splendid  resn]!. 

Those  who  think  (if  any  think)  that  the  re- 
mit itself — namelr,  the  oonstitntion— of  itself 
and  by  itself  will  be  enough  for  the  Instmotion 
ot  mankind  on  this  snl^ect,  are  mnoh  mistaken. 
For  there  is  a  vast  diflerenee  between  the 
knowledge  which  is  acquired  analytioslly,  and 
that  which  is  acqnired  synthetici^y ;  the  latter 
is  but  isolated  knowledge ;  the  former  is  knowl- 
edge that  is  tlie  consequence  of  other  knowl- 
edge Synthesis  g^ves  to  us  a  general  truth, 
but  acqnh^  in  a  mode  that  is  barren  of  other 
fruit;  analysis  not  only  gives  to  us  the  same 
general  truth,  but  puts  us  on  the  track  of  in- 
vention and  discovery,  and  is  always  fertile 
of  other  and  often  of  better  fruit ;  syn^eds 
oartiea  as  to  a  fonntain-head,  but  never 
bmnd:  but  analysis  carries  ns  beyond, 
and  to  toe  fonntiUn  of  that  foontain ;  it  places 
US  npon  an  eminence  that  overtops  and  over- 
looks the  general  tntth  In  the  wide  snrrey  It 
oommands  and  gives  to  us ;  and  as  to  that  gen- 
eral tmt^  it  enables  us  not  only  to  comprehend 
it  more  perfectly,  but  to  apply  it  more  success- 
fhUy,  This  is  at  once  a  branch  and  the  great 
instrument  of  that  primal  philosophy  of  which 
Baoon  speaks,  and  whose  cultivation  he  so  high- 
ly recommends — the  philosophy  of  philosophy ; 
tiie  common  mother  of  all  the  sciences,  and  by 
which  alone  their  bonndaries  can  be  extended. 
He  compares  It  to  the  Bereoyntltla,  whom  the 
poets  of  oldfabled  to  be  the  mother  of  all  the  gods: 

■^OmiiM  opIIooIh,  floim  nmn  alto 
Ttomtw."  - 

Of  meh  is  the  nature,  and  inch  wQI  be  the 
fruits  to  mankind,  of  the  work  now  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  world. 

Further  to  awaken  onr  sensibility  on  this 
subject,  I  need  not  remind  the  Senate  how 
mnoh  we  owe  to  a  name  that  is  to  render  the 
name  of  this  country  respectable  in  every  other 
on  this  globe ;  the  clanim  et  venerabile  nomm. 
Nations  have  lived  npon  the  earth  who  have 
become  extinct,  and  been  lost  to  the  memory 
of  mankind;  but  never  when  the  elarutn  et 
tenerabile  tiomm  had  illustrated  tiieir  annals. 
The  elarum  et  venerabile  nomen  is  the  true  elixir 
of  national  immortality.  What  has  this  coun- 
try, what  can  she  ever  have,  that  would  be  an 
eqiUvalent  to  her  in  exchange  for  the  name  of 
her  Washington  1  that  star  of  stars  in  the  dia- 
dems that  sparkle  on  the  brow  of  nations! 
Not  the  diadem  that  sparkles  on  the  brow  of 
Greece;  not  the  diadem  that  sparkles  on  the 
ferov  of  Borne,  has  tme  of  eqnal  brillianoy. 


No ;  It  stands  peerless  <sa  the  earth,  and  alona 
in  glory.  Thon^  it  can  never  he  a  contest 
whose  name  is  to  do  the  most  honor  to  oar 
country,  and,  more  than  all  others,  to  carry  her 
name,  associated  with  his,  and  emblazoned  by 
his,  down  through  all  the  endless  generati^ma 
of  mankind  to  follow,  for  all  the  endless  ages 
of  time  to  come,  yet  among  the  names  to  dus- 
ter around  his,  and  to  form  the  oonstellation 
(may  it  multiply  to  a  galaxy)  of  American 
worthies,  not  one  will  ever  diine  with  a  pnror, 
with  a  brighter,  or  more  ioextingnidiable  lustra 
tiian  that  of  liadisim. 

then,  this  appropriatlwi  was  nurdy  to 
express  a  nation's  g^vtitude  to  a  nataon'a  bene- 
fkotor,  it  would  he  the  least  it  would  become 
her  to  make.  Bnt,  berides  that,  we  are  to  con- 
eider  that  it  is  to  purchase  ft>r  thla  country,  and 
for  mankind,  a  treasure  of  iostruotion,  whose 
value  DO  money  can  measure,  no  figures  can 
express. 

Mr.  Calhouk  had  listened  with  pleasure  and 
delight  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  (Mr.  RoBsiifs,)  and  he  coincided  in 
opinion  with  him,  that  we  were  Indebted  to 
Mr.  Madison,  at  least  as  much  as  to  any  other 
man,  for  the  form  of  government  under  which 
we  live.  Indeed,  he  might  be  said  to  have 
done  more  for  onr  Instttutions  than  any  maa 
now  living,  or  thai  had  gone  bef<ne  him* 

A  great  and  efficient  aid  he  was,  undoubt- 
edly, in  forming  the  Ooverament.  But  there 
was  another  great  act  which  would  immortalise 
him  in  the  eyes  of  posterity — ^the  profound  and 
glorious  views  which  he  took  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  his  celebrated  Virginia  report.  In  hia 
opinion,  that  was  by  far  the  ablest  document 
that  issued  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Madison — one 
from  which  Mr.  0.  had  derived  more  informa- 
tion, and  a  profounder  innght  into  our  Qovem- 
ment,  than  aU  the  other  documents  he  had 
perused. 

Now,  if  he  understood  the  ob^etA  in  view,  it 
was  in  dh^t  opporition  to  the  great  and  ftinda- 
mental  principles  of  Mr.  HadisM  himself  an 
adherence  to  which  he  (Mr.  0.)  solannly  be- 
lieved, would  give  duramlity  to  the  Qovcni- 
ment  under  which  we  were  now  living. 

He  wished  at  some  other  time  (as  he  was 
not  prepared  at  this  time)  to  be  heard  on  tJie 
subject,  when  he  would  endeavor  to  satisfy  the 
Senate  thai  in  giving  our  assent  to  the  appro- 
priation asked  for,  we  should  not  honor  the 
name  of  Madison.  Mr.  O.  would  postpone 
what  he  bad  to  say  nntil  the  third  reading  at 
tiie  resolution ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  Senatwt 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  ftiU 
understanding  of  tiie  snbieot. 

The  resohition  was  wdered  to  be  engroesed 
for  a  third  reading. 

37i4  United  Stata  and  Mttko—Btimm  t»  U 

Demanded. 

Mr.  Buohahah,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign BelatioDS,  presented  the  following  report: 
The  Committee  on  Fordgn  Beiitlons,  to  whoa 
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Ths  Umted  Siatet  amd  Metaeo—Redraa  to  he  Demanded. 
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VH  refwted  Uu  menwB  of  the  FMridene  of  the 
United  StatM  of  die  8th  tastmt,  with  the  aoocnapany- 
big  docanwats,  od  Hie  eobject  of  Uie  preeent  state  of 
our  rdstioiis  liHh  Mexico,  report : 

That  the;  bare  given  to  this  subject  tiiat  Berioaa 
nd  ^libente  ooii^a«tioQ  which  its  importance 
demanda,  and  irtiidi  *ay  drenmatances  calculated  to 
inteinq>t  our  fiieoidl;  relations  with  the  XezifiMi  re- 
public would  neceaaarily  inBore;  IVom  the  docu- 
meotB  Bubmitted  to  the  conunittee,  it  appears  that 
ever  ranee  the  rerolutioa  of  18S2,  wfak»  lepsratea 
Mexico  from  Spain,  and  even  for  some  years  before, 
die  United  States  have  had  repeated  causes  of  just 
complaint  against  the  Mexican  authorities.  Prom 
time  to  time,  as  these  insttlta  and  l^tuiea  hare  oo- 
enrred,  demands  for  satts&ction  km  redresa  hare 
been  made  by  our  wapimtn  publio  minfattew  it  the 
ci^  of  Mexico ;  bnt  almost  ill  time  Ampa^ilm  hm 
hitherto  proved  unavailing. 

It  might  have  been  expected  tlut,  after  the  date  of 
the  treaty  of  andty,  oommerce,  and  navigation,  oon- 
duded  between  the  two  repubbcs  on  the  fifth  day  of 
.April,  one  thousand  eij^t  hundred  and  thirty-cme, 
tiMsecanaea  of  comidaint  woold  hare  ceased  to  edst. 
That  treaty  so  clearly  deflnee  die  rt^iti  and  tiie  dntl«0 
of  the  reqiective  parties,  that  it  seams  almost  im- 
pofldble  to  misunderstand  or  to  mistake  them.  The 
committee,  notwithstanding,  regret  to  be  compelled 
to  state  that  all  the  causes  of  oomplaint  against  Mex- 
ico, which  have  been  epedaQT  noticed  in  the  coire- 
qmndBDoe  referred  to  them,  have  oocuned  ^ooe  the 
eondodon  of  tUs  trea^. 

We  foiiiear  from  entering  bto  anj  ndnnte  detail 
of  our  grievanoea.  The  enumeration  of  eacAi  indi- 
vidual case,  with  its  attendant  circtunstanoes,  even  if 
the  committee  were  in  possesdon  of  sufficient  ma^ 
terials  to  make  such  a  compilation,  is  rendwed  nn- 
neceasaiy,  &om  the  view  which  they  have  taken  of 
the  eubjeoC.  These  cases  are  all  r^ened  to  in  the 
document  Kpl  81^  entitled  **  OUms  on  MezIoo,'*in 
die  letter  of  liutnietfons  frtmi  Kr.  IVmtyth  to  Mr. 
Enin,  of  the  20th  of  July,  1880,  and  in  the  sobse- 
qnent  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr. 
Monasterio,  ttie  aoting  Mexican  Minister  of  Foreign 
AOUrsL 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  dis- 
pond  to  exact  strict  and  prompt  redress  Ixom  Mex- 
ico, your  committee  nJght,  with  justice,  recommend 
an  immediate  resort  to  war,  or  reprisals.  On  ttus 
subject,  however,  they  ^ve  tiieir  hearty  assent  to  the 
following  sentiments,  contained  in  the  message  of  the 
Prendent.  He  says:  "The  length  of  time  ranee 
some  of  the  iiyuries  liave  Iieen  committed,  the  re- 
peated and  snaniling  af^lioations  for  redress,  the 
wanton  dtaracter  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  the 
prt^wrty  and  persons  of  oar  dtizma,  and  upon  the 
offlcers  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  Independent  of 
recent  Insolts  to  this  Oovemment  and  people  by  the 
late  extraordinary  Hexioan  ministn,  wot^d  justify, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.  TiaA 
remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  just  and 
generous  nations,  confiding  in  their  streogut,  for  in- 
jiries  oonudtted,  if  it  ean  be  lumorably  avoided ; 
and  it  has  occurred  to  me  diat,  oonridering  the  pres- 
ent embarrassed  condition  of  that  country,  we  shoidd 
act  with  both  wisdom  and  modeiatiou,  by  ^^ng  to 
Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past, 
before  we  take  redress  into  our  own  hands." 

In  afibrding  this  opportunity  to  the  Jkxican  Gov- 
ernment, the  committee  would  suggest  the  propriety 
«r  panning  the  form  required  by  the  84th  article  of 


the  trea^  iriOi  Ifodop,  in  lU  eases  to  iridoh  it  may 
be  applied^  lUs  article  pnwldes  that  *'  if  (what, 
indeed,  oaoBOt  be  expected)  any  of  the  artielee  con- 
tained in  the  present  trea^  shall  be  violated  or  hi- 
fhkcted  in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is  stipulated  tiiat 
neither  of  die  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
aatborize  any  acta  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  war  against 
the  other,  on  complaint  ta^Jtuies  or  damages,  nntil 
the  said  party  considering  itself  oflfended  shall  firet 
have  presented  to  the  other  a  statement  of  such  in- 
jnriee  or  damajgee,  verified  by  competent  proofii, 
and  demanded  justice  and  sttisfectioo,  and  the  same 
shall  have  been  dthw  leflised  or  mueasonablT  de 
layed." 

AAer  such  a  demand,  should  prompt  justice  be  re- 
fused by  the  Mexican  Oovemment,  we  may  ^>eal  to 
aU  mtioiB,  not  only  flv  the  eqnf^md  modeniion 
wttfa whkfa we Asll  hsn acted  towuds  aristeri** 

puUic,  bat  for  the  necessity  vriUch  will  then  onnpel 
OS  to  seek  redress  for  our  wrongs,  either  by  actaal 
war  or  by  reprisals.  !nie  sotgect  will  then  be  pre- 
sented before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  die 
next  sesrion,  in  a  clear  and  distinct  fonn,  and  the 
committee  cannot  doidtt  but  that  audi  measures  will 
be  Immeffiately  adopted  as  may  be  necessary  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  of  the  country,  and  Insure  ample 
reparation  to  our  injared  fellow-dtizens.  They  leave 
the  mode  and  manner  of  making  this  demand  to  the 
Prendent  of  dw  United  States. 

Before  ctmoluding  their  report,  die  comndttee 
dean  it  neoeesary  to  submit  a  lew  remarks  iqion  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Qorostisa,  the  late  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  fdedpoteDtfary  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public to  the  United  States.  In  r^ard  to  that  fnno* 
tionaiy,  they  concur  flilly  in  oi^on  with  Mr.  For^ 
syth,  that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  {wejudioes 
whi<^  distorted  and  discolored  every  olgect  which  he 
saw,  whilst  in  this  country.  On  the  ISui  of  October, 
1886,  be  terminated  his  mission  by  demanding  his 
passports.  And  for  what  t  Because  die 
nesldent  refiised  to  recall  the  orders  wUcih  he  had 
issued  to  die  general  commanding  die  A>rces  of  die 
United  States  In  the  vidnity  of  Texas,  directing  him 
to  pass  the  f^ntier,  should  it  be  found  a  neeeesaiy 
measure  of  self-defence ;  bnt  {H^ldtfaig  him  from 
pnrsdw  this  course  unless  the  Xodiaiis  were  rndtOMBj 
engaged  hi  hostUidss  agsIiiBt  du  dtinos  of  die 
United  States,  or  he  bad  undoubted  evidence  that 
such  hostilities  were  intended,  and  were  actuaUy  pre- 
paring within  the  Mexican  temtory. 

A  dvil  war  was  then  raging  in  Texas.  The  Textan 
troops  occupied  positions  between  the  forces  of  Mex- 
ico and  the  wailike  and  restiess  tribes  of  Indians 
aloiu  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.  It  ms 
manifest  that  Mexico  could  not  poe^y  restrahi  by 
ibrce  these  tribes  within  her  Hmits  from  hostile  in- 
cursions upon  dw  inhaUtants  of  the  United  States,  as 
she  had  engaged  to  do  by  the  88d  article  of  the 
treaty.  No  matter  how  strong  may  have  been  her 
inclination,  the  ability  wos  -  entirely  wantii^.  Under 
such  drcnmstances,  irtiat  became  the  duty  of  the 
Prendent  of  the  United  States  f  If  he  entertained 
reasonable  apprdiendons  that  these  savages  medi- 
tated an  attack  ftom  the  Mexican  territory  agdnst 
the  defenceless  citizens  along  our  frontier,  was  be 
obliged  to  order  our  troops  to  stand  upon  the  line, 
and  wait  until  the  Indians,  who  know  no  rule  of  war- 
fare  bttt  indiscriminate  carnage  and  plunder,  should 
actoally  Invade  our  territory  ?  To  state  die  pronod* 
don  is  to  answer  the  qoesthm.  Under  sudi  dreimi- 
atanees,  our  fimes  had  s        both  1^  dw  hnr  of  ■ 
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DttionB  and  the  great  and  uniTeraal  law  of  aelf-de- 
flmce,  to  take  a  ponUon  in  adranoe  of  onr  frontier, 
In  tbe  «otiiiti7  inhabited  by  these  sangee^  for  tiie 
porpoN  of  imveutiiig  and  ratninlng  tborincnr- 
lions. 

Tbe  Sabine  to  00  dMaatfrom  Waddngton  that  it 
became  abeolotely  neoeeaary  to  intrust  thia  diacretlon- 
a>7  power  to  the  conunimding  genend.  If  tbe  Preai- 
drat  had  not  iaBued  sndi  orden  in  advance,  all  tbe 
enla  might  have  been  inflicted  before  the  remedy 
could  have  been  qq)lied ;  and  in  that  event  he 
would  have 'been  JaatlyreaKHuible  fwthe  mordeia 
and  denatatioL  wnlch  might  have  been  committed 
by  the  Mexican  IndSaDS  on  dtizena  ot  the  United 
Btatea. 

When  theae  discretionary  ordera  were  issued  to 
General  Gafnea,  they  were  Immediately  commoni- 
eated  to  Mr.  QonjetixA,  in  the  most  frank  and  friendly 
spirit.  The  fullest  explanations  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding were  made  to  Um,  and  be  was  over  and  over 
again  assured  that  this  occupation  of  the  Kezioaa 
tanttocy,  AoM  it  bectMne  neeeasary,  woold  be  <^  a 
limited,  tempcKvy,  and  pur^y  defoirive  character, 
and  abotdd  continne  no  longer  than  the  danger  ex- 
isted ;  tbst  the  President  solemnly  disclaimed  any  in- 
tentimi  of  oocapying  tiie  tenitory  beyond  the  Sabine, 
with  tiie  view  of  taking  possesion  of  it  as  belonging 
to  the  United  States;  atul  that  thia  mililaiy  move- 
ment flhonld  produce  no  efibct  wfaatever  upon  tbe 
boundary  question. 

The  cominlttee  believe  that  Mr.  Goroetiia  oi^bt 
to  bare  been  satMed  with  theae  explanations.  But 
they  Ulqd  to  produce  any  eflfoot  upon  his  mind. 
Without  lostmctions  Irom  his  Government,  he  retired 
fiwn  bis  misdon  upon  his  own  reqtonaibillty.  This 
was  not  all.  Before  be  left  the  United  States  be 
published  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  portion  of  his 
C(«reHK)ndenoe  with  our  Government  and  with  his 
own,  from  whidi  latter  it  appears  that,  irtiilst  en- 
gaged upon  the  budneas  of  his  Evedal  misidon  bete, 
be  was  making  dtarges  of  bad  fkith  against  the 
Uidted  Btatea  to  tbe  Mexican  Secretary  of  FOTdcn 
Bastions.  The  committee  will  not  enlarge  upon  ue 
faring  bni»(q»iety  of  such  conduct.  Tbe  publication 
of  anca  a  punphlet.  by  a  foitign  minister,  in  the 
ooontry  to  wUch  he  baa  bean  araredited,  t>efore  tak- 
ing his  departure,  can  be  conmdered  in  no  other  lif^t 
tiian  as  an  appeal  to  tbe  people  agunst  the  acta  of 
tii^  own  Government.  It  was  a  gross  violation  of 
that  diplomatic  courtesy  which  ought  ever  to  be  ob- 
aarved  between  ind^^ideiU  natimis,  and  deserves 
the  Bprawat  owdemnation.  This  act  waa  atill  more 
extraordinary  when  we  eoosider  that  it  almost  im- 
mediatdy  fbUowed  the  note  of  Mr.  DlcAins  to  Um, 
of  the  SOth  of  October,  1886,  ssaurii^  him  that  the 
Freadent  would  instruct  Mr.  Ellis  to  make  audi  ex- 
planations to  the  Mexican  Government,  of  the  con- 
duct (tf  ttMt  oftbe  United  Btatea,  aa  he  believed 
wDold  b«  satUbotory. 

The  committee  r^ret  to  loan,  from  tbe  note  of 
Mr.  EDis  to  Mr.  F<^th,  of  tiie  9th  of  December 
last,  that  the  Mexican  Government  has  publicly  ap- 
proved of  the  conduct  of  its  nuniater  whilst  in  the 
IJQited  States.  They  trust  that  a  returning  sense  of 
justice  may  induce  it  to  reconsider  this  determina- 
tion. They  are  willing  to  believe  that  it  never  could 
have  been  made,  haa  that  Government  raeviously 
ceceived  the  pnndsed  ex^anation  of  tbe  President, 
contained  in  tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Tatwjth  to  Mr  EUis  of 
the  loth  Deeeaabar,  1880,  lAfadi,  un&ctnnately,  did 
Bot  mob  Ibsloo  nata  aftw  tht  latter  had  taken  Us 
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departure.  Thia  letter,  with  the  Presideait^  message 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, cannot  fdl  to  convince  the  Mexicau  Govern- 
ment how  mudi  they  have  been  misled  bj  the  rep- 
TUBontationa  of  their  minister. 

After  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  drcumstanoea, 
the  committee  recommended  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  fol- 
lowing resoluticm : 

Jt»tolt>ed,  That  the.  Senate  concur  in  oiunion  with 
tbe  Fivsident  of  the  Umted  States,  that  anotiier  de- 
mand ought  to  be  made  for  the  recess  of  our  griev- 
ances bom  the  Mexican  Government,  the  mode  and 
manner  of  vrtUdi,  under  tiM  84tb  artide  (tf  the  traa^l 
ao  &r  as  it  may  be  applicalde,  are  properly  confided 
to  his  dbcreticn.  They  cannot  doubt,  from  the  jus- 
tice of  our  dahlia,  that  tins  demand  will  result  in 
speedy  redress ;  but  should  (hey  be  disqipointed  hi 
this  reasonable  expectation,  a 'state  of  things  will 
then  have  occurred  which  will  make  It  the  imperar 
tive  dnty  of  Congress  prompUy  to  oonmder  what  ftir- 
tha  measures  mi^  be  required  by  the  honor  of 
the  nation  and  tiie  li^tta  itf  onr  bgured  feUow-dtt- 
zens. 

Ordertd,  That  9,000  extra  copice  of  the  above  re- 
port be  printed. 
And  then  the  Senate  a^oorned. 

KoHDAT^  Febraary  30. 
(kppright  Lawa, 
Among  the  memorials  presented  to-day  was 
one  by  Mr.  Cla.t  from  a  very  large  number  of 
persons,  who  stated  themselves  to  be  American 
anthors  and  friends  of  literotnre,  calling  tbe  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  snlyeot  of  a^ytiaht 
laws,  and  expresung  an  anrioos  wish  wKt 
thoae  lain  might  be  so  modified  aa  to  extend 
thw  baoefits  to  fordgn  anthors.  Mr.  0.  fbr- 
ther  remarked  that  the  eridenoea  in  &vor  of 
the  measure  of  grant&g  copyrights  to  foreign 
anthors  were  so  strong  as  not  to  leave  a  donbt 
on  any  mind  of  its  &vorable  reception  by  the 
conntry.  Under  tJiese  circnmstanoes,  be  said 
he  flhonld  call  up  the  bill  granting  snch  rights 
as  soon  as  convenient.  The  memorial  waa  laid 
on  the  taUe,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Papen  qfMr.  Maditon. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  tbe  connderation 
(on  its  tldrd  rea^fO  ^      following  jt^t  res- 
olution : 

"  Resolved,  «tc.  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Ubmry  be,  and  they  are  hmby*  aathoiised  and  ein> 
powa«d  to  contract  for  and  purchase,  at  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  the  manuscripts  of  the  lata 
Mr.  Madison,  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Madi- 
son to  the  Freudent  of  the  United  States,  dated  the 
fifteenth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
aix,  and  communicated  m  his  message  of  the  sixui 
of  December,  eifditeen  bundled  and  tidrty-dx,  otn- 
cedtng  to  Mis.  Madiscm  the  tight  to  use  eojto  of  tiie 
said  manusoHpt  fai  fordgn  ooox^iiee  as  she  may  think 
fit" 

[A  debate  took  place  on  this  resolution,  wboUy 
turning  on  the  constitutionality  <tf  the  purdiaae,  hi 
wMch  debate  Messrs.  Galhoon,  Preston,  Webster, 
CUttenden,  Urea,  and  Clay,  took  part.] 
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Land  Loot  and  DedtiomM. 


The  qneaticta  <m  the  passage  of  the  reaolntioii 
ma  deoded  by  the  ftOoiriiig  vote : 

Tkas. — ^MesBTS.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Bochuun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cothbert,  Ful- 
ton, Gnmdy,  Hendricka,  Kent,  Linn,  Lyou,  McLean, 
KoatoD,  Noirdl,  Parker,  Pnston,  Ri^ea,  RobtunB, 
Botiiinon,  Soathard,  Speace,  Btnuwe,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Walt,  Webster,  White,  Wrirtitr-82. 

Kati.— Messrs.  GsUxnui,  DitIb,  Hobbozd,  King 
of  AlabBiUL  Enigbt,  Hoore,  HoRis,  NkholM, 
tage^  Ftentba,  Bngglea,  Swift,  Tipton— 14. 

So  the  resolndon  waa  passed. 


TincBDi.T,  FelHToary  SI. 
IIuBBAED  presented  the  oredentialfl  (tf 
the  Hon.  F^askus  Pbbos,  elected  United 
States  Senator  from  Kew  Hampshire^  fin*  six 
years  from  Ihe  8d  of  Uaroh  next. 


Thubsdat,  February  28. 
Seduction  <if  the  Titr\ff: 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  oondderstion  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  imports ; 
and  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
DxTia  to  sbnke  from  the  bill  the  article  of 
common  salt,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  retun 
the  protecting  duty  now  levied  on  that  article, 

After  a  lo^  and  general  debate^  the  qnestion 
was  taken  to  strike  ont  from  the  bill  the  article 
of  salt,  and  decoded  in  the  n^adve  by  the  fol- 
lowing rote: 

Teas.— Means.  Bndmntn,  Gslhonn,  Qaj,  Clayton, 
(Mtteoden,  Davifl,  Ewisg  of  OUo,  S«U,  Eidgbt, 
McLean,  indtdas,  BtAbins,  Botunson,  Sootbiird, 
WdMtei^ IB. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Baiton,  Brown,  Cnthbert, 
Ewii^  (tf  BlinioB,  Fuhon,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alar 
bama.  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  lifoa^  Moore,  Uouton, 
Kiles,  Norrell,  Page,  Parker,  lS«ntifls,  Bivee,  Bug- 
riea,  Sevier,  Struge,  Swift,  TaUnudge,  Upton, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 28. 

Other  proposed  flmendments  were,  afterwards 
needed  or  sidopted. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Nilbb  for  a 
gradnal  redaction  of  uie  duty  on  foreim  coal, 
coal  screenings,  and  coke,  was  decided  in  the 
negative^ 

Teas. — Messrs.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Knea,  ^ge,  Bives,  Boggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton, 
Walkw^lB. 

Nats.— Mesan.  Bawrd,  Benton,  Bocbanao,  Crit- 
tenden. DsTis,  Kent,  Knigjht,  linn,  M(^Lean,  Nidi- 
olas,  Norvell,  Paiker,  Frentiaa,  Bobinson,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  WaU,  Winter,  Wldte,  Wright— 20. 

Hie  bin  was  reported  to  tiie  Seoiate,  and  all 
the  amendments  agreed  to^  with  Ihe  exoeption 
itf  the  following: 

1.  Dvtj  Ml  CSifaia  and  poicelidn,  eaidien  and  stone 
ware: 

Mr.  Wbwbt  snegeeted  Ihat^  aa  the  Senate 


was  now  very  thin,  althongh  it  might  happen 
that  a  (Ufferent  vote  would  be  obtained  from 
what  had  been  given  in  committee  when  the 
Senate  was  full,  yet  it  wonld  be  better  to  ad- 
here to  the  former  vote,  to  avoid  a  reconader- 
ation  or  other  diffioolty  whea  the  seats  shoold 
be  full  again  to-morrow. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  one  Senator  (Mr. 
Enight)  had  avowedly  changed  his  vote,  and 
aoottier  was  present  now  who  had  not  been  in 
cononlttee. 

The  question  on  concnning  with  the  Ck>m- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  in  the  amendment  which 
struck  ont  tlwse  articles  firom  the  bill  (thereby 
retaining  the  protecting  dn^  upon  them)  was 
dedd^ 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bndisuai,  Orittenden, 
Davis,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Unn,  MdKdas,  BobUna; 
Bobinson,  Sonthard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  llpton,  look- 
linson,  Wall,  Webster,  White— 18. 

Natr — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cudibert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Klw  erf' Geofgia,  Kn!(^ 
Lyon,  HorrijB,  Kiles,  KorrelL  nge,  FSaWf  UveSi 
Bugles,  Sevier,  Stiange,  Waber— 19, 

So  Ohina  and  earthenware  were  retuoed  in 
the  billf  as  frw  of  daty. 

S.  Blankets  chl^  used  amoB^  the  bidisnsi 

On  this  Mr.  Dxm  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  oUected  to  fbe  amendment,  as  i^jn* 
rioos  to  the  interests  of  seversl  mann&otonea , 
of  blankets  established  within  the  United  States. 

Mr,  BsBTON,  Mr.  Likk,  and  Mr.  Norvbi.l  ex- 
pired tiie  great  difference  between  Indisn 
blankets  and  those  of  a  domestic  mann&ctore, 
and  the  very  decided  preference  which  the  In- 
dians expressed  for  the  one  over  the  otiier,  and 
which  precluded  all  competition  from  onr  fao* 
twies,  with  what  were  nsually  known  among 
them  as  Mackinac  blankets,  ^ey  were  thick, 
finely  woven,  and  of  the  finest  wool,  and  im- 
pervious to  the  run. 

The  amendment  wu  ocHunrred  hi  by  the 
Senato— yeaa  S8,  nays  14, 


SatuxdaXj  Tehrosry  8S. 

Mr.  TAuacADon  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Silas  Wusht,  re-elected  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States^  from  the  State  of  New  Yorl^ 
for  six  years  from  and  after  the  8d  (rf  March 
next. 

L(md  Loom  and  Deeitunt, 
The  following  resolntiona  were  offered 
Mr.  Websteb: 

JReiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  a  collection  of  the  insbuctions  wUdi 
have  been  issued  from  time  totfane^  eUharbythe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  or  the  OranndBdoner  of  the 
Land  Office,  excepting  only  mA  as  refer  excluatrely, 
both  in  prinfflple  and  q)t^icaUon,  to  particular  or  in- 
dividual cases,  togedier  with  ^  dBcial  ofdniMis  of 
the  Attomey-G^ni  oa.  questions  siWng  under  tin 
land  laws. 

AaoAw^lhat  tiie  Secntsiy  of  tfu  Senate  cansa 
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the  general  pobllc  icts  of  Oongieas  Teq>eoting  the 
nle  and  diraodtitxi  of  the  pablle  lands,  twethw  with 
tfie  mstractaoiis  and  opinions  mentioned  m  the  ton- 
eoing  naohition,  to  be  printed  for  the  hm  of  the 

In  offering  these  reBolations,  lb.  Websteb 
■aid  it  vas  his  ol^Ject  that  tiie  general  acta,  the 
Inetrnotions  giTon  onder  them,  and  the  official 
c^iinions  of  we  Attomey-Qeneral  <»i  qnestions 
aridng  in  the  administration  of  these  laws, 
dionld  be  ooUeoted  and  published,  and  made 
av^ble  to  all.  These  insQractiona  and  opin- 
ions are  in  mannscript.  They  are  only  known 
at  i^e  Land  Office,  and  may  govern  questions 
arising  there  without  any  means,  on  the  part 
of  those  interested,  to  possess  themselTeaially 
of  their  character  and  contents.  The  laws,  al- 
though contained  in  the  two  Tolmnes  conunon- 
ly  oaUed  the  volnmes  of  the  Land  Laws,  were 
yet  mixed  up  with  snch  a  mass  of  treaties,  or- 
dinances, and  private  aots,  that  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  bring  Ihem  together,  or  to  get  a  con- 
nected view  of  their  provisions. 

^e  Bol^eot  was  getting  to  be  very  important 
Interfering  diim  were  constanliy  aridn^  es- 
pecially under  pre&mption  acts ;  and  it  was  nn- 
aerstood  that  an  ^peal,  in  these  cases,  lay  to 
the  Obmmissioner  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVeaenry.  The  I^nd  Office  was  thns  becoming 
•n  important  jodicatore;  and  it  was  essential 
Hiat  its  coarse  and  its  roles  of  proceeding  ahoold 
be  known.  Interesting  rights  were  decided  by 
iiy  and  it  became  Congress  to  look  into  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  see  that  the  laws  were  openly, 
fiurly,  and  ably  executed.  The  first  step  to 
reach  this  end  was  to  moke  pablio,  in  some  ao- 
oessible  form,  the  instrootionB  and  opinions  un- 
der which  the  land  <^oers  acted.  Any  farther 
provisions  to  insure  a  proper  administration 
could  then  be  adopted,  wnich  Oongress  should 
judge  necessary,  i^  indeed,  any  should  be 
thou^t  necessary. 

The  resolntions  were  agreed  to. 


M(»n>AT,  February  27. 

UnUtdmatmmdMKstM, 

.  Ur,  Bi70HANi.1T  moved  to  take  up  the  report 
of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belations  on  Uie 
•abject  of  our  retains  wi^  Mexico. 

"Ss.  FXESTozr  moved  to  postpone  tiie  resoln- 
tion,  for  the  pnrpose  of  taUng  up  the  resolntion 
on  the  sttl^eot  of  the  actoowledgment  of  the 
ind^ndence  of  Texas;  which  motion  was 
negatived — yeas  9,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Clat  Bupp(»ed  the  only  question  which 
would  be  presented  to  the  Senate  would  be  up- 
on the  resolution.  He  had  risen  merely  to  say 
that  he  concurred  with  the  other  gentiemen 
who  composed  tbe  committee,  upon  t£e  subject 
under  consideration.  He  agreed  with  the  rest 
of  his  colleagues,  that  the  controversy  with 
Hezico  had  made  out  no  case  justifying  a  resort 
to  war  or  for  the  issuing  of  reprisals :  and  he 
tiun^  that  renewed  efforts  snoold  be  made 


to  obtain  redress,  before  it  should  become  ne- 
cessary to  declare  war  ag^nst  Mexico  to  vindi* 
oate  the  honor  and  intetesta  of  the  country. 
He  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that  whilst  he 
concurred  with  the  committee,  whioh  he  be- 
lieved was  nnuiimons  in  ad(»»Qnc  the  resoln- 
tion, he  did  not  agree  entire^  with  the  body- 
of  the  repOTt.  He  thought  the  case  was  mada 
out  rathor  stronger  against  Hezico  than  fbe 
correspondence  of  the  Government  witi^  Aat 
conntiy  justified,  .^d  he  most  say,  in  all 
candor  and  truth,  that  the  departure  of  oar  rep- 
resentative from  Mexico,  under  the  eiromn- 
stances,  was  harsh,  abn^t,  and  unnecessary. 
A  long  letter  had  been  addressed,  in  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State, 
by  the  American  char^  d'affures,  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Afi'airs  in  Mexico,  and  whicb 
bore  date  some  time  in  December  last,  and  em- 
braced a  great  variety  of  claims  in  respect  to 
which  information  was  to  be  procured,  and 
procured,  too,  from  remote  parts  of  Mexico. 
Some  deu^.'in  Oonsequenee,  took  place,  on  the 
part  of  the  Menoan  nuniiter,  in  sending  Ids  re- 
ply to  our  charge  d'affaires.  "When  we  oame 
to  examine  the  reply  with  candor  and  fidmeM, 
in  respect  to  which  some  of  our  claims  were 
admitted,  and  concerning  otiiers  more  infonna- 
tion  was  reqnired,  the  Senate  would  think,  he 
presumed,  that  there  had  been  more  precipita- 
tion than  was  necessary,  on  the  part  of  our 
minister.  Well,  it  was  in  this  st^  of  things 
that  he  shortly  after  demanded  his  passports 
and  came  home. 

Kow,  be  (Mr.  C.)  thought  that  such  were  the 
dreoznstancee  then  eximng,  that  onr  charg6 
might  have  aw^ted  fbrtiuv  Instraetions ;  and, 
if  he  bad  delayed  his  departure^  the  Mexican 
Government  would  probably  have  been  able  to 
famish  him  with  fQrther  information.  He 
would  have  heard  what  they  thought  of  the 
letter  from  our  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to 
the  final  dispo^tion  of  our  Govenunent  in  re- 
gard to  the  oconpation  of  the  Mexican  territory 
near  the  Sabine,  and  which  had  occasioned  so 
much  unpleasantness.  WMIe  up,  Mr.  0.  would 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  he  did  not 
concur  in  all  the  reasonings  of  the  committee  as 
to  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  GU>roft- 
tiza,  the  Mexican  envoy  extraoi^inaiy.  He, 
(Mr.  0.,)  however,  would  say  that  it  ww  a 
nreat  dijilomatio  insularity ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  made  out  a  ease  for  war,  or  for  any 
serious  ffistorbimoe.  It  was  not  an  minsau 
case.  He  reooUected  an  instance  which  occur- 
red while  tiie  American  commisraoners  were  at 
Ghent,  in  1814,  at  a  most  critical  state  of  the 
n^t^tion— whra  it  hung,  as  it  were,  on  a 
bwanoe,  and  when  it  was  extremely  doubtful 
whether  there  would  not  be  a  rupture.  Mr.  0. 
here  related  that  while  he  was  at  Ghent,  treat- 
ing with  Lord  Gambler  and  the  other  British 
commissioners,  a  publication  from  the  United 
States,  contuning  the  correspondence  between 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  firand  ita  w^  tiiere.  LordOam- 
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Iiier,  haviDK  seen  it,  expressed  his  sarpriso  to 
"Mr.  0.  that  iiis  GoTemment  should  have  given 
|«Uioitj  to  this  oorrespondence,  uai  Bfud  he 
eonld  not  aee  how  thej  oonld  jostify  tlie  act 
"Dm  other  oommissioners  vere  equally  diqdeas- 
ed  at  the  occurrence.  Kr.  0.  then  expldned  to 
UimoL  that  the  oonree  which  had  been  adopted 
was  one  growing  ont  of  the  pecnliar  stroctare 
of  this  (xovemment,  and  which  the  people  here 
demanded  of  their  servants.  He  (mt.  0.)  men- 
tioned this  to  show  that  what  Mr.  Gorostiza 
had  done  waa  a  thins  not  unexampled.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  but  the  other  daj, 
Mr.  Paseot,  jost  hefore  embarking  for  iFVanoe 
from  ^ew  York,  pabliidied  the  letter  of  the 
Due  de  Broglie.  Mr.  Pueot  had  shioe  return- 
ed to  this  eoontrjj  and  been  reoeived  franUj, 
and  vitboDt  any  intimatioa  of  disBatiafiution 
OQ  the  part  of  oar  Gkivennnent.  And  he  (Mr. 
O.)  had  no  more  donht  of  the  ftot  titan  of  his 
fftanding  on  that  floor  at  that  moment,  that 
thwa  had  been  information  conveyed  through 
some  channel,  official  or  unofBoiiJ,  to  iVance 
that  Mr.  Fageot's  retnm  to  the  United  States 
would  be  welcomed,  without  anj  displeasure 
being  ahown  towards  him  in  r^ard  to  nis  hav- 
ing published  the  letter  of  the  Duo  de  Broglie ; 
otherwise,  the  French  Government  would  not 
have  sent  him  to  this  cooutry.  Had  Mr.  Go- 
roatiza  not  known  the  fact  of  this  publication, 
he  probably  would  not  have  pursued  the  exam- 
ple set  him. 

T£r.  0.  admitted  that  Ur.  Gorostia^a  conduct, 
in  publishing  the  pamphlet  he  did,  was  decided- 
Ij  wrong,  and  highly  re^rehenable ;  but,  as  he 
before  said,  it  was  not,  in  hia  opinion,  an  of- 
fence justifying  war.  The  pamphlet  had  pro- 
duced an  impression,  and  had  done  no  mischief; 
and  he  thought  the  Seoretarj  of  State  had  act- 
ed highly  wrong  to  make  it  a  subject  of 
oommnnieation  to  the  Mexican  Government. 
Whilst,  however,  Mr..  0.  disagreed  with  the 
committee  as  to  some  parts  of  the  report,  he 
concurred  entirely  with  them  in  regard  to  the 
resolution,  and  hoped  it  would  obtain  the  nnan- 
imoua  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr,  BncEJUTAV  sud  he  had  but  a  few  re- 
nuirka  to  make  upon  this  sulject,  in  additloa  to 
those  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Belationa.  He  felt  graced  that 
the  Senator  from  Eaitucky  had  cononrred  with 
the  other  members  of  the  committee  in  a  large 
portion  of  their  report,  and  that  he  would  sus- 
tain the  resolution  with  which  it  concluded. 
The  justiee  of  the  Senator's  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Ellis  from  Mexico 
would  be  palpable,  if  no  demand  had  ever  been 
made  upon  the  Mexican  Government  for  the 
redress  of  our  grievances  previous  to  his  letter 
of  September,  1836,  to  Mr.  Monasterio.  But 
the  case  was  far  different.  This  demand  was 
not  then  made  for  the  flnt  time.  On  the  con- 
trary, year  after  year,  time  after  time,  when- 
ever we  sustained  ii^uries,  we  had  .isked  for 
redress ;  but  our  reclamations,  In  almost  every 
lutfDo^  had  been  evaded,  and  redreai  had 


been  withheld.  Mr.  ElUs's  letter  of  the  2eth 
September  was,  therefore,  but  a  mere  summing 
up  of  our  causes  of  complaint— an  enumeration 
<a  demands  which  had  been  previondy  made 
ag^nst  tiie  Mexican  Government.  That  Got- 
ermnent  ought  to  have  beoi  prepared  to  yi^ 
us  prompt  redress,  or  at  least  to  have  expressed 
their  willingness  to  do  so,  as  soon  as  tiiey  pos- 
sibly conld.  He  thought  Mr.  Ellis,  in  with- 
drawing from  Mexico,  had  obeyed  his  instmo- 
tions,  both  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter.  His 
opinion  upon  this  point  was  very  decided.  He 
snonld  not  have  said  another  word  upon  the 
subject,  but  for  a  commentary  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations,  which 
had  appeared  in  a  morning  paper.  This  artide 
proceeded  from  a  souAe  which  seemed  to  rea- 
der  a  passing  notice  of  it  neoeesary. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  after  express 
ing  his  t^dnion  of  the  aggravated  wrongs  wMok 
we  had  suffered  from  Mexico,  in  which  the 
committee  entirely  concurred,  recommended 
that  an  act  should  be  passed  authorizing  repri- 
sals, i^  after  making  another  demand,  the  Mex- 
ican Government  would  reftise  to  come  to  an 
amicable  a^jusl^nent  of  tiie  matters  in  oontro- 
versy.  He  expressed  his  entire  wiUingnese^ 
however,  to  co-operate  with  Congrras  in  any 
other  course  which  should  be  deemed  honors 
able  and  proper.  Under  any  cironmBtanoes,  it 
was  a  matter  of  extreme  delicate  for  Oongrasa 
to  confer  upon  the  Executive  the  power  of 
making  reprisals^  upon  a  fhtare  oontingenoy. 
He  would  not  si^  that  cases  might  not  oooor 
which  would  Jostify  such  a  proceeding.  These, 
if  they  should  ever  hn>p6n,  would  establish  a 
rule  for  themselves.  Unless  an  immediate  and 
overruling  necessity  exibted,  which  oould  brook 
no  delay,  it  was  always  safer  and  more  oonsti> 
tntional  to  take  tiie  opinion  of  Congress  upcm 
events  after  they  had  happened,  than  to  Intnut 
a  power  so  important  to  tne  President  alone. 

The  committee,  under  all  the  dronmstanoea, 
did  not  believe  that  our  existing  relations  with 
Mexico  presented  such  a  case.  They  knew 
that  General  Santa  Anna,  whose  life  had  been 
justly  forfeited,  but  which  had  been  restored 
to  him  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Qovemmeiit 
<tf  Texa^  had  reoentiy  arrived  at  Waaihingtoa; 
that  he  lud  been  sent  home  in  a  GoTemment 
vessel  of  the  United  States ;  and  tiiat  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  his  arrival  would  be 
hailed  by  the  Mexicans  with  joy,  and  that  he 
would  shortly  be  restored  to  the  presidency  of 
the  Kepublic.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
was  but  reasonable  to  hope  that  he  would  feel 
dispcwed  to  render  to  this  oonntij  the  justice 
which  was  our  due ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 
neither  expedient  nor  necessary,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  authorize  any  decisive  measure  ot 
a  hostile  character. 

Agun :  The  committee  were  nnanimondf  of 
opinion  that  the  84th  article  of  oar  -treaty 
with  Mexico  required  that  a  demand  shoidd  be 
made,  under  its  provi^onS}  before  rewvttng 
father  to  war  (vtoreprisals.  Thisartiolewaaoiw 


Umittd  Staitt  amd  Meneo. 
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of  a  peoolior  natnre.  It  might  have  been  impo- 
Utio  to  agree  to  it  at  first ;  bnt  it  wai  hot  a 
part  of  our  treaty,  uid  its  requisitions  mnst  be 
heiA  BBored.  Here  Mr.  B.  r«aa  from  the  article, 
as  follows :  "  Thirdly.  If  (what  indeed  cannot 
be  expected)  any  of  the  articles  oontaijied  in 
the  presmt  treaty  shall  be  violated  or  infracted 
in  any  manner  whatever,  it  ia  stipulated  that 
sratlier  of  the  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
authorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  war 
against  the  other,  on  complaints  of  injuries  or 
damages,  until  the  ssid  party  conaidermg  itself 
offeoded  shall  first  have  presented  to  the  other 
a  statement  of  snch  iqjories  or  damages,  veri- 
fied by  competent  pro(«^  and  demanded  Jostioe 
and  satisfiaotion,  and  the  same  shall  have  been 
either  reftued  or  unreasonably  delayed." 

This  langoage  waa  too  plain  to  be  nusosder- 
stood.  It  waa  tme  that  It  did  not  extend  to 
direct  insolts  to  the  national  honor— snch  as  vio- 
laticHia  of  onr  flag,  or  opprobrions  and  ii^jnrioas 
ooodoot  towards  onr  consuls.  Bnt  tite  com- 
mittee were  very  clear  and  unaniraoos  in  their 
(pinion,  tiiat  when  pecuniary  damages  were 
sought  by  our  citizens,  for  peconiary  injuries 
sustained,  in  violation  of  any  artide  cn  the 
treaty,  before  we  could  redress  those  injuries 
by  raprisala,  a  previous  demand  must  be  made, 
in  pursuance  of  its  provisions.  On  this  point, 
there  ooidd  scarcely  be  two  opinions. 

The  beaty  required  aometlUnff  more  than  a 
men  preaentatiran  ci  the  eom{KuintB  of  indi- 
Ti^uls  to  the  Hezicaa  GoTemmmt,  through 
the  agoiey  of  onr  minister  to  Mexioo.  Onr 
Government  mnst  be  the  Judge,  in  the  first 
instanoe,  of  the  injuries  requiring  redress.  We 
mnst  decide  this  question  ourselves.  We  are 
then  bound  to  present  a  statement  of  such 
Inj  dries  and  danu^es  to  the  Hexioan  Govern- 
ment, verified  by  competent  proofe.  That 
nich  a  demand  under  the  treaty  had  never 
bew  made  hitiierto,  must  be  apparent  to  all 
ttiose  who  have  read  tbe  corre^ndence. 
Tluouj^ut  tbe  whole  of  it,  this  article  does 
not  seem  to  have  attracted  any  attention. 
That  it  was  not  within  tiie  conteini^atwMi  <tf 
Vr.  Fmytii,  when  he  addnaied  the  letter  of 
Instructions  to  Mr.  ElUsof  tbe  Mihof  July  last 
will  ai^Mar  ccmcludvely  from  that  letter  itself. 
After  enumerating  our  causes  of  oomplaint 
aminst  the  Hexicsn  Government,  he  says: 

Though  the  Department  is  not  in  possesuon 
of  proof  of  all  the  cireumstanoes  of  the  wrongs 
done  in  the  above  oases,  as  represented  by  the 
aggrieved  parties,  yet  the  compuunts  are  such  as 
to  entitie  them  to  be  listened  to,  and  to  Justify 
a  demand  on  the  Hexioan  Qovemment  that  they 
■hall  be  prompUy  and  properly  examined,  and 
that  suitable  redress  shaU  be  afforded." 

The  committee  believed  that  it  would  require 
several  months  to  enable  the  Department  of 
State  to  ocrileot  the  neeesaafy  prmA  for  the 
purpose  of  verifying  eacb  <it  tiie  private  claims 
of  our  citizens,  and  to  malie  the  demand  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty.  All  the  necessary  forms 
euBL  iNTobaUy  not  be  com^ied  with  until 


within  two  or  three  mmths  ot  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Oongress.  Ther  therefore  tiion^ 
it  much  better  to  wait  this  brief  space,  and 
reter  the  whole  question  to  Congress,  than  to 
authorize  the  President  immediately  to  issue 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  in  case  tbe 
answer  of  the  Kexioan  Government  should  not 
yrove  satisfactory.  After  this  demand  Bhall 
nave  been  made,  and  the  answer  of  the  Uexicaa 
Government  received,  tbe  whole  case  will  then 
be  before  Congress  in  a  clear  and  distinct  form. 
If  that  Government  should  lefaee  to  do  us 
Justice,  he  could  not  doabt  bnt  that  Congress 
would  adopt  prompt  measures  for  vindicating 
the  honor  of  tbe  American  flag  and  assertinif 
the  Just  rights  of  oar  injured  nllow-dtians. 

He  should  have  bem  willing  to  uae  stron«r 
language  in  the  resolutitm  appended  te  me 
report,  but  be  believed  it  was  now  presented 
in  the  best  form.  Whilat  negotiations  con- 
tinued, it  was  not  poUtic  to  use  the  language  <^ 
menace.  Btill  he  thought,  from  the  report  and 
the  resolution,  taken  together,  the  Mexicaa 
Government  could  not  wl  to  perceive  tiie  de- 
termination of  that  of  the  United  States  to 
enfbroe,  in  the  most  prompt  and  eneigetie 
manner,  the  redress  of  all  our  grievances. 

When  Hr.  Bttohanan  condnded,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resdutioa 
reported  by  the  Cotmnlttee  on  Fordgn  Bek^ 
tiona,  and  dedded  as  foQowB : 

TzAS. — KeflBTB.  BaTtid,  Benton,  Bladr,  Brown, 
Bacbanan,  Cla;,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cathbcrt, 
Daria,  Ewing  of  Blinota,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georwia, 
Ki^t,  Linn,  Lyon,  Horns,  Houton,  Nicholas,  Nulg^ 
Nrarrell,  Page,  I^jter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  lUvea,  Bob- 
tuns,  Robinson,  Rugglea,  Sevier,  Spenoe,  Strai^^ 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  TomUnson,  Walker,  WdL 
Webster  White,  Wrigbt--46. 

So  It  was 

'  Jt*$olwad,wmnimoiul^TlM  the  Senate  concur  in 
opii^on  vitti  tiie  Fraddent  of  tiie  United  States,  that 
another  demand  ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of 
our  griennoes  frmn  the  Mexican  GoTemment,  tbe 
mode  and  manner  of  which,  under  tbe  S4th  article 
the  treaty,  so  fkr  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  properly 
confided  to  his  disa«tioD.  They  cannot  doid>t,  from 
the  jostice  of  oar  dalms,  that  tUs  danand  will  rendt 
bi  speedy  redress ;  but  should  Ifa^  be  dlsappofaded 
in  this  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  tUnga  wiD 
th<ai  have  occoired  imiii  will  make  it  the  impenttve 
doty  of  Coi^resB  ^mpdj  to  conMder  what  Autber 
measures  may  be  required  bv  the  honor  of  the  nalke 
and  the  ri^ils  <tf  onr  iigured  feUow-dtiseBS. 

Taxu  Indeprndmee. 

Ifr.  W.ujcn  moved  the  ooudderadtm  of  his 
resolutim  fbr  the  recognition  <tf  tlie  independ- 
ence (Mf  Texas. 

Ur.  HuBBJjm  moved  to  poatpone  ita  con- 
sideration to  Friday ;  and  a  desultory  conver- 
sation took  place  upon  the  motion,  which  was 
finally  modified  by  inserting  Wednesday  next, 
and  carried,  by  yeaa  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YtAM.—Hmm.  Bayard,  Bro^  Bocbsnsn,  Caaytoo, 
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Daris,  Habbwd,  Kent,  Kiag  of  AUbanu,  Kii^  of 
Gtorg^  Kuigbt,  L7011,  Xorris,  Ifllea,  Page,  FrentiM, 
BoUdbob,  Rugglos,  Serier,  Swift,  TaUinadge,  Tip- 
too,  IMdsoo,  Wd,  W«biter, 

Natb.— Mem.  BeBbm,  Black,  CUhoon,  day, 
Oittakden,  Cothbert,  Ewing  of  Ulinoto,  Fulhni,  Hen< 
dridm,  linn,  Houton,  MicholaB,  Norrell,  Parker, 
Fraton,  Birefl,  BobinBon,  Spence,  Strange,  Walker, 
White— 21, 

The  Senate  thai  bn^e  tq>,  to  meet  again  at 
liatr-past  four 

The  Senate  met,  and  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  to  remonerate  Captain  Francis  Allyn  for 
conve^mg  General  Lafayette  to  the  United 
States,  in  1624. 

This  toll  proposed  to  allow  $4^00  to  the 
QUteia  and  ownera  of  the  ship  Gadmna,  for 
bnnj^  ov«x  General  layette  to  this  ooontrjr. 
The  captain  TelinqniBhed  hia  place  in  the 
Havre  line,  and  procured  a  ship  on  his  own  re- 
nwnsibilitjr,  and  was  at  eipenses  in  going  to 
Paris,  &c 

The  bill  was  warml;  opposed,  as  opprobrlona 
in  its  character ;  it  was  making  a  commodity 
of  the  honor  of  having  tendered  to  the  General 
his  passage.  The  owners  had  had  lond  praises 
at  the  time  for  thdr  liberality,  yet  now  came 
to  Congress  for  pay. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
this  eapbdn  had  been  at  Urge  private  expenses^ 
for  which  he  ought  to  be  remunerated.  It 
did  not  appear  that  the  owners  had  ever  re- 
quested any  thing  of  the  Idad. 

Mr.  BvcBASAs  moved  to  l&j  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  taken,  and  stood — ^yeas  22,  nays  18. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  bat  after- 
wards reconsidered;  and,  after  amendment,  was 
i^reed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  nw  a 
third  reatUng.  • 


TnXBDAT,  IFebmary  38. 
InaufftmUim^Prtridmtiifthe  DnitsdBatet. 

The  PEEfliDEirr  pro.  Urn.  presented  a  letter 
from  the  President  elect  of  the  United  States, 
informing  the  Senate  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  take  the  osoal  oath  of  offioe  on  Satnrday, 
llaroh  4,  at  IS  o'clock,  noon,  at  nidh  place  and 
fusnoh  maimer  aa  the  Bmatemi^t  designate. 

Ur.  Ghdsdt  offered  a  resimtioa  £v  1^ 
i^tpcdntment  <ft  ft  committee  of  arnu^cementi, 
to  make  the  req^te  preparattons  toe  adminis- 
tering the  oath  to  the  Prerident  elect  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Glat  said  he  wonld  like  to  Inqidre 
whether  precedents  had  been  examined  on 
this  snbject.  He  was  aware  that  the  Senate 
had  always  bad  a  peonliar  agency  hi  this 
business ;  bat  he  was  not  aware  why  the  Sen- 
ate sfaoald  act  upon  it  any  more  than  the  House, 
or  why  it  was  not  a  joint  concern.  He  re- 
membered that,  on  the  first  eleotimi  of 
llonro^  the  ownmittee  of  the  ScBU^  ^lUod  to 


him,  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  for  the  nse  of 
the  chamber  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  told 
them  that  he  would  put  the  chamber  in  order 
for  ^e  use  of  the  Senate,  but  the  control  of  it 
be  did  not  feel  authorized  to  sarrender.  They 
wished  also  to  bring  In  the  fine  ted  ohataa  m 
tiie  Senate,  bat  he  tdd  tbem  it  could  not 
be  d<Mie ;  the  plain  democratio  chidra  of  the 
House  were  more  becoming.  The  consequence 
was,  that  Kr.  Monro^  instead  of  taking  the 
oath  witiiin  doors,  took  it  outride,  in  the  open 
tir,  in  fhmt  of  the  Oapitol.  Mr.  0.  men- 
tioned this  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
inquiry,  what  was  tiie  practice,  and  on  what 
it  was  founded,  and  why  the  Senate  had  the 
ezolurive  care  of  administering  the  oath. 

Ur.  Gbundt  said  the  committee  had  found 
no  authority  but  several  preoedenta,  which 
were  in  strict  acoordaooe  with  the  pro- 
porition  now  proposed  to  be  made.  He  did 
not  recollect  airr  mstance  in  which  tiie  Bxoub 
had  partaripated  in  it;  and.  In  ftot,  the  House^ 
as  such,  had  no  existence,  th^r  term  having 
expired  on  the  preceding  day.  The  com- 
mittee had  exammed  three  cases  of  more 
modem  date,  and  had  foand  nothing  in 
opporition  to  the  pmotice  prmoeed.  u  the 
committee  could  not  get  into  the  House,  they 
conld  go  out  of  doors. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Ohidr 
was  authorized  to  appoint  the  above-named 
oomndttee  of  three  monbem. 

Ths  DiHribution  Qtuttim.  . 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  tiie  consideration 
of  the  fbrtification  bill ;  and  the  question  being 
on  the  ammdment  reported  b^  the  Ckon- 
mittee  on  Finance,  viz:  to  strike  ont  the 
second  Motion  of  the  bilL  which  containa  the 
provision  for  the  distribution  among  the  States 
aaj  Borphis  which  may  rem^  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1888 — [Mr, 
Calhoun's  plan — ] 

Mr.  Oalhodit  regretted  that  the  committee 
bad  not  made  a  written  report  on  so  impor- 
t«nt  a  recommendation. 

Mr.  WmoBT  explained  that  the  second  Beo> 
tion  of  the  bill  being  nether  more  nor  less 
than  the  bill  formerly  introduced  by  the  Sen»- 
tor  from  South  Oarolina  himsc^  the  case  was 
folly  understood  all  tiie  Senate^  and  needed 
no  consnmptirai  of  time  to  ezidaln  it.  As  to  s 
written  report,  there  had  been  no  time  to  prepare 
on&^even  bad  the onmnittee deemed itneoesaary. 

Mr.  Oalhohn  reminded  the  Senate  of  the 
triumphant  m^<nrity  by  whidi  the  depodt  biH 
had  been  adopted  at  uie  last  sesrion ;  and  as 
there  had  occorred  nothing  rince  then  to 
change  the  principle  of  the  measure  in  any 
respect,  he  was  content  to  rest  the  presmt 
question  on  the  prin^ples  then  so  unanswer- 
ably establiahed,  and  the  dlacusrion  by  which 
they  had  been  defended  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  OLA.T  inqnired  whether  it  was  tiie  in- 
tention  of  the  ch^rman  of  the  Unance  Oom- 
mittee  and  those  with  whom  he  Mted,  Hiat  tf 
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*  mrplna  anMe  it  vat  to  l>e  left  ia  the  bimds 
of  the  deporit  banks,  where  it  drew  an  intercet 
two  per  cent,  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
States  it  would  yield  tax.  He  Iras  anxiooB  to 
know  what  was  to  be  the  p<di«7  of  the  admin- 
tstvation  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

[J&.  WmflBT  interposed,  to  wj  that  its  poUc^ 
woald  be  to  have  no  sorplns.] 

(A  debate  now  took  place  on  the  seneral 
oharaoter  of  the  measure  inTolved  in  the  sec- 
tion,  and  as  being  a  diBtribiita(m  tinder  the 
name  of  a  depoei^  which  ooutinaed  tUl  the 
evening  recess.) 

The  Senate  took  a  reoesa. 

KrKHura  SBSsnnr. 
DUtribution  QaatUmr—Depotit  mtk  the  State$. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  Aonsideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  House,  making  appropriations 
for  fortifications,  &c,  for  the  jear  188T,  the 
qiMstion  being  on  a  motion  to  strike  oat  the 
section  of  the  bill  which  provided  for  a  deposit 
of  the  sarplns  revenne.  on  tiie  1st  of  Jannaiy 
next,  with  the  several  States. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion. 

Tua.— HeflBS.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cutbbert, 
Ewing  of  Illhiois,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  King 
of  AUham*,  King  of  Gco^a,  Llun,  Lyon,  Nicholas, 
Nilea,  Korvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Bugriea,  Sevier, 
Stnmge,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wight— 26. 

Nays. — Meaars.  BayanL  Calhoun,  ClaTton,  Orit- 
tenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Kmght^  Uooro,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbuu,  Southard, 
^penoe.  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  WUte— 19. 

So  the  motioQ  to  strike  ont  the  provision 
for  the  difltrihation  among  tiie  States  of  the 
surplus  rerenne  on  the  Irt  of  Januarj  next, 
was  def^ded  in  the  affirmatiTe; 

And,  thus  amended,  the  Inll  was  (ffdered  to 
a  lUrd  reading. 


WKDinuDA-r,  Ibroh  1. 

Ur.  Waisxb  called  up  his  resolution  for 
^  xMwnitkm  (tf  the  indnwndeiMe  of  Texas, 
(HI  wUoh  a  debate  itfmuoh  interest  arose.  Vx. 
W.  advocated  his  resolution  1^  a  Q>eeoh  of 
much  earaestnesB,  in  which  1m  pressed  the 
daima  tt  Texas  for  reoogmtiui  with  much 
devoted  ardor. 

He  was  fli^wed  by  Hx.  Psnnnr,  on  the 
same  dde,  who  went  into  an  extenuve  review 
cX  the  history  of  Uexioo^  from  the  poiod  of 
her  reoogmtion  by  our  own  Government  to 
the  present  time,  whence  he  deduced  the 
argument  that  she  never  had,  in  fact,  exeroised 
control  over  Texas,  and  was  in  no  ocmdition  to 
now  enforce  her  ol^ms  of  sovereignty.  He  then 
went  into  a  similar  review  of  the  histwy  of 
Tezai^  past  and  present,  and  argued  to  show 
that  she  was  fhlly  capable  of  performing  the 
duties  and  sustaining  the  responsibilities,  both 
domestio  and  foreign,  which  belong  to  an  inde* 
pendant  Goverament. 


The  original  resolutiui,  as  offered  by  ISx. 
Wauux,  was  as  foUows : 

'^JUtelwd,  That  the  State  of  Texas  ha^  ortab* 
lished  and  midntained  an  independent  QoveBmBCirtt 
o^>^ldof  perfonnfaig  those  duties,  fiwdga  and  do- 
mestic, which  ^ipertun  to  independent  QoTsmments, 
and  it  ^tpearinic  that  there  Is  no  longer  any  reason* 
able  pro^>ect  of  the  suooessful  prosecution  of  the  war 
by  Xexico  against  sud  State,  it  is  expedient  and 
pn^ter,  and  in  confonnity  witti  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  practice  of  this  Govenunent  inUkeeasei^ 
that  the  fnda>endent  political  existeiHie  of  s^  State 
be  acknowledged  by  ue  GovaniBiait  of  Om  Utdled 
States." 

Ihe  qnestlatt  on  agreebq;  to  thia  lesolutioa 
was  dedded  as  follows : 

Tjus.— Kessrs.  Bayatd,  Bentim,  Blade,  CUbooa, 
Guthbert,  Ewing  of  lUintM^  fnltOD,  Qrundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Lion,  Uoore,  Umiton,  NUes,  niker,  Freatn^ 
Rives,  Robinson,  Bugles,  Berisr,  Sponeep  Stnmge, 
Walker,  White— 28.  , 

NxTS. — ^Hessrs.  Brown,  Bacbanan,  Clayton,  DaTis, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Kiogof  Geo^ia,  Knkbt, 
Uonia,  NEchdas,  Norvell,  I^ge,  Trentiss,  Sirift^  TtU- 
madge,  Tipton,  Tomlhison,  Wall,  Wright— 19. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  annoanoement  of  this  vote  called  forth 
some  applause  from  the  gallery,  which  was 
promptly  ohedced  by  the  Ohair. 


TnuBSDAT,  Haroh  i. 

Libation  nf  Amenean  Blaim  2w  BrUuih  Au' 
thoritU»—IhigB  ^uomium,  ^tttrpruej  and 

Comet. 

Hr.  OAi^Homr  s^d  that  it  would  be  remem- 
bered that  on  his  motion  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  requesting  the  President  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  the  oorrespondenoe  between 
this  Oovemment  and  that  of  Great  Britun^  ia 
relation  Id  the  case  of  the  brigs  Encomium  and 
Enterprise.  He  held  in  fais  hand  the  Message 
of  the  President  in  answer  to  the  resolution, 
from  which  he  found  that  there  was  another 
case  (that  of  the  0<miet)  of  a  similar  character, 
<3i  which  he  waa  not  aware  when  he  made  his 
motion,  and  which  ooc  aired  as  far  back  as 
1882.  He  had  read  with  care  the  oorrespond- 
enoe, hut,  he  must  say,  with  very  little  satis- 
foctiott.  It  was  all  on  one  nde.  Our  Executive 
has  been  knockii^  (no,  that  is  too  strong  a 
''Bi™))  taping  gently  at  the  door  of  the  British 
Seeretary,  to  obtain  jostioe,  for  these  five  yeaia^ 
without  roo^ving  an  answer,  and  this  in  the 
plainest  case  ims^nable.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  censure  those  who  had  been  intmrted 
witii  the  correspondence  on  our  part.  They 
had  written  enough,  and  more  than  enou^ ; 
but  truth  compelled  him  to  say  the  tone  waa 
not  high  enough,  ocmsadering  uie  iojnstioe  to 
our  dtiaens,  and  the  ontrage  on  the  flag  and 
iMHiOToftheuidQn.  ^rema^wereintended 
more  eapedally  fbr  the  latter  part  of  the  oor- 
respondenoe^ after  the  long  duay  without  an 
anawer  from  tbe.Biitlsh  Qorumnent.  At  firs^ 
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in  so  plain  a  oasey  little  more  could  be  thought 
necessary  than  a  plain  statement  oi  the  facts, 
wfaidi  vaa  given  in  a  verj  dear  and  satisfae- 
toTf  manner  in  the  letter  of  the  Frandent  elect 
in  tiie  oasB  ot  the  Oomet 

'Without  repeatiw  what  he  nid  on  the  faitro- 
dnetion  of  the  reaolotioii,  he  would  remind  the 
Senate  of  the  faota  of  the  case  ia  the  briefest 
manner  possible. 

The  three  brigs  were  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trader  and,  amoc^  othe^  pasH^^ers,  had  fliaves 
on  board,  belonging  to  onr  citizens,  who  were 
sending  them  to  the  Soath-westem  States,  with 
a  view  to  settlemoit.  The  Enterprise  was 
forced,  by  stress  of  weather,  into  Fori;  Hamil- 
ton, Armada,  where  the  slaves  on  board  were 
f^vibly  8«zed  and  detained  by  the  local  ao- 
Hiorities.  The  other  two  were  wrecked  on  the 
Kejs  belonging  to  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  the 
passengers  and  crew  teikea  hj  wredcera,  oon- 
trarj  to  tlieiT  wishes  into  Nassau.  Kew  Fro^ 
denc&  where  the  ahiTea  shared  tne  same  Ate 
as  at  Bermuda. 

These  were  the  essentaal  fiwts  of  the  case. 
He  did  not  intend  to  argae  the  questions  that 
grev  out  of  ttiem.  There  was,  indeedj  little 
or  no  ground  for  ailment.  No  one  m  the 
least  converaant  with  the  laws  of  naUons  can 
doubt  that  these  vessela  were  as  macb  under 
the  proteetion  of  our  flag^  while  on  their  voy- 
age, proceeding  from  one  port  of  the  Union  to 
another,  as  if  thej  were  in  port,  lying  at  the 
-wharvea,  within  onr  acknowledged  Jurisdiotion. 
Kor  is  it  less  clear,  that  fbroed  as  the  Enter- 
prise was  by  stress  of  weather,  and  taken, 
nnder  the  oinnunatanees  that  the  passengers 
and  orewi  ot  the  other  two  were,  into  the 
British  doodoions,  they  lost  none  of  the  ri^ts 
wUoh  b^raged  to  them  while  on  their  voyage 
on  the  ocean.  Bo  far  otherwise,  so  fitr  from 
Iwing  the  protection  which  oar  fli^  gave  them 
while  on  the  ooean,  they  had  superadded,  by 
their  misfortunes,  the  additional  rights  whidt 
the  laws  of  humanity  extend  to  the  unfortxmate 
in  their  rituation,  and  wluch  are  regarded  by 
bU  civilized  nations  as  sacred.  It  follows,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  Hhe  municipal  laws 
of  the  place  could  not  divest  the  owners  of  the 
wopertj  which,  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  they  had  in  the  slaves  who  were  pas- 
aengera  in  the  vessels ;  and  yet,  as  clear  as  is 
tUa  «molttdon,  they  were  forcibly  seized  and 
detuned  t^the  loou  anthoritieeof  the  islaoos ; 
and  tiie  Government  of  Great  Britaio,  after 
five  years*  n^otiation,  has  not  only  withheld 
redresSg'but  has  not  even  deigned  to  answer 
the  often-repeated  n^lication  of  our  Govern- 
ment for  redress.  "We  are  thus  left  by  its  silence 
to  conjecture  the  reason  for  so  eztraradinary  a 
oourse. 

On  casting  his  eyes  over  the  whole  subject, 
he  could  fix  on  but  one  that  had  the  least 
plannbillty,  and  that  resting  on  a  principle 
which  it  was  scarcely  credible  that  a  Govem- 
ment  ao  intelligent  oould  asaume :  he  meant 
tit*  prindple  that  there  .could  not  he  property 


in  penons.  It  was  not  for  him  to  object  that 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  countiyj  should 
assume  that  or  any  other  principle  it  might 
tiunk  pnqter,  as  i^i^oable  to  its  subjects ;  bat 
he  must  protest  agamst  the  ri^^t  to  adopt  it  aa 
ap^ioaUe  to  our  country  or  dazens.  It  wotdd 
dteike  at  tiie  independence  tfl  our  country,  and 
would  not  be  less  insulting  than  outrageona; 
while  it  would  ill  become  a  nation  that  was 
the  greatest  slaveholder  of  any  on  earUi,  not- 
withstandiDg  all  cant  abont  ananoipaUon,  to 
apply  such  a  principle  in  her  intercourse  with 
others.  It  ia  time  to  speak  out  boldly  on  this 
snlfject,  and  to  expose  freely  the  foUy  and 
hypocrisy  of  those  who  accuse  others  of  what, 
if  there  be  guilt,  they  are  more  guiity  them- 
selves. 

Ours  is  not  the  only  mode  in  which  man  may 
have  dominion  over  man.  The  prind^e  whiw 
would  abrogate  t^e  property  of  our  oitizana  in 
tbdr  davea  would  equally  abrogate  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain  over  the  suUect  nar 
tions  under  her  control.  If  <me  individual  can 
have  no  property  in  another,  how  can  one 
nation,  which  ia  but  an  ag^*^^  of  indi- 
viduals, have  dominion,  which  involves  the 
highest  right  of  property^  over  another?  If 
man  has,  by  natnre,  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, have  not  nations,  on  the  same  prmciple, 
an  equal  right  ?  And  if  the  former  forbids  one 
individual  from  having  property  in  another 
individual,  does  not  the  other  equally  forbid 
one  nation  holding  dtmiioion  over  another  t 
How  inconsistent  would  it  be  in  Great  Britain 
to  withhold  redress  for  ii^instjoe  to  onr  dtiaena 
committed  in  the  West  Lidies,  on  the  ground 
that  persona  oould  not  be  property,  while  ia 
the  £ast  Indies  she  exwcues  amimited  do- 
miniiMi  over  mora  than  a  hundred  millions  of 
haman  beings,  whose  labor  die  controls  as 
effectually  as  our  citizens  do  that  of  their 
slaves  1  It  ia  not  to  be  credited  that  she  will 
venture  to  assum&  in  her  relation  with  us,  a 
prindple  so  utterly  Indefensible,  and  which 
could  not  but  expose  her  to  imputations  which 
would  make  her  sinc^nty  questionable.  This 
she  must  secj  and  to  the  &ct  that  she  does  ho 
attrilmted  her  long  and  obstinate  sUeuce. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  why,  then,  does  she 
not  make  reparation  at  once  in  so  dear  a  case  I 
Why  not  leatOTO  the  bUtcs,  or  make  ample 
compensation  to  thdr  owners!  He  could 
ima^ne  but  one  motive:  ahe  had  among  her 
subjects  mai^  whose  ftnatieal  feelings  on  this 
sal^eot  ahe  waa  unwilUng  to  offend ;  out,  while 
req>ecting  the  feelings  of  ber  subjects,  blind  and 
mis^reoted  as  tiiey  are,  she  ought  not  to  forget 
that  our  Government  is  also  bound  to  req)eot 
the  feelings  of  its  citizens.  Let  her  remember 
that,  if  to  reflect  the  rights  which  our  citizens 
have  over  their  slaves  m  t^eadve  to  any  por- 
tion ol  her  subjects,  how  much  more  so  would 
it  be  to  oar  citizens  for  our  Government  to 
acquiesce  in  her  r^aal  to  req>eot  our  right  to 
estaUisfa  the  rdaticm  which  me  pwtion  of  our 
population  shall  have  to  anotiier,  and  how  un- 


LOmlim  ttfAmtriem  Smu  ly  BriliA  AvikariiSn. 


Digitized  by 


204 


ABRIBaMENT  OF  THB 


SratATB.] 

reasonable  it  would  be  for  her  to  ftroect  that 
our  Government  ahonld  be  more  indifferent  to 
the  feelings  of  its  citizens  tb&n  hers  to  any 
portion  of  bar  anUeotB,  He,  vith  vreey  lora 
of  his  ootintxy,  tn  both  sides,  dedred  sinoerelj 
to  see  the  peace  and  harmonj  of  the  two  eoon- 
trifes  preserved ;  but  be  held  that  tbe  only  con- 
dition on  which  they  conld  possibly  be  pre- 
served was  that  of  perfect  egnality  and  a  mntnal 
respect  for  their  respective  institntiona ;  and  he 
comd  not  bnt  see  uiat  a  perseverance  in  with- 
holding redress  in  these  cases  most,  in  the  end, 
distorb  the  friendly  relations  which  now  so 
happily  exist  between  the  two  countries. 

He  hoped,  on  resmning  the  eorrespondenoe^ 
onr  Government  wonid  press  tbe  dam  for  re- 
dress in  a  manner  far  more  earnest  and  becom- 
hig  the  Importance  of  the  snUeot  than  It  has 
heretofore  done.  It  seemed  to  nhn  that  a  Tsst 
deal  too  much  had  beoi  said  about  the  dededon 
<tf  the  conrts  and  the  acts  of  the  British  Gov- 
ermnent  than  on^^t  to  have  been.  They  have 
little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  ease,  and  can 
have  no  force  whatever  against  the  grounds  on 
which  oar  claims  for  jnstioe  stand.  However 
binding  on  their  own  snljeote,  or  finreigners 
volnntarily  enteiing  her  dominions,  they  can 
have  no  binding  effect  whatever,  where  mis- 
fortnne,  snch  as  in  these  cases,  placed  onr 
dtizens  within  her  Jnrisdictitm. 

If  they  be  properly  presented,  uid  pressed 
on  the  attention  of  tbe  British  Government,  he 
could  not  doubt  but  that  speedy  and  ample 
Justice  would  be  done.  It  oonld  not  be  with- 
neld  but  hy  an  open  refusal  to  do  Justloe,  which 
he  could  not  anddpate.  As  to  hinise1£  he 
should  fed  bonnd,  as  (me  of  the  representatives 
from  the  slavdiwding  States,  which  had  a 
peculiar  and  deep  interest  in  the  question,  to 
bring  this  case  armually  before  Ocowress,  so 

nas  he  hdd  a  seat  on  this  floor,  If  reuess 
be  so  hmg  withheld. 


PsmAT,  March  8 
JTacy  Peniion  Fund. 

Ur.  BiTXB,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
AfiSairs,  repented  a  reoommendation  that  the 
Senate  disuree  to  the  amendments  fnnn  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  to  the  bill  for  tiie 
more  equitable  administration  <tf  the  navy 
pension  ftmds. 

1&.  B.  expluned  the  ground  of  the  recom- 
mendation. The  bill  of  tbe  Senate  went  to 
raise  the  pensions  of  the  widows  <^  officers 
before  ICarch,  18SS,  to  the  levd  of  those  since 
that  date,  while  the  amendment  of  the  House 
proposed  to  out  down  the  pensions  since  1885 
to  the  level  of  those  before  that  time. 

The  reoommendation  of  the  committee  was 
assented  to,  and  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  from  the  House. 

A  message  was  recdved  from  the  House  of 


[Uabcb,  U87. 

Bepreeentatives,  InforminK  the  Senate  that  the 
House  adhered  to  its  disagreonent  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Soiato  to  the  foitifioation 
bill. 

Ur.  'WmsHT  thereupon  moved  that  the  Ben- 
ate  adhtte  to  its  amendment. 

Hr.  OALHomi  observed  that  this  was  a  verr 
important  amendment  indeed,  and  one  whim 
he  deeply  regretted  the  committee  had  deemed 
it  proper  to  report  He  oonld  not  consent  to 
sit  by  in  silence,  and  suffer  the  qnestion  to  be 
taken,  without  at  least  requesting  to  hear  some 
reason  why  an  amendment  of  this  character 
had  been  reported.  If  there  should  be  a  large 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  as  there  was  every 
reason  to  e^>ect  there  would  be,  the  naturd  and 
proper  disbibution  of  it  was  obviously  to  return, 
it  to  the  people.  He  could  not  but  ex{n«s8  bis 
surprise  that  the  otnnmlttee  diould  e^xect  the 
Saute  to  strike  out  an  amendment  of  this  im* 
portano^  simply  on  their  reoommendation. 

Ur.  wsioHt  sdd  that  it  was  not  Ms  pnrpoaa 
to  oocumr  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  tnis  late 
period  of  the  session.  Kone  Icnew  better  than 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  the  nature  of 
the  amendment,  and  the  bearings  of  tbe  whole 
quwdon.  The  subject  was  as  well  understood 
by  every  member  oi  the  Senate  as  it  could  be 
by  the  committee.  The  section  which  ttie 
House  of  Bepresentatives  had  added  to  tlua 
bill  was  precisdy  the  hill  introduoed  at  the 
oommenoemoit  of  the  session  by  the  honorable 

Sntleman  from  South  Carolina  himself^  which 
d  been  referred  to  the  flnauoe  Committee^ 
and  long  siooe  reported  on.  Surely,  the  gentle- 
man did  not  expect  a  writtoi  repwt  on  a  bill 
reforred  but  yesterday,  sad  embradng  a  snl^eet 
of  such  vast  magnitude.  The  amendment  in- 
volved as  important  a  qneirtifni  as  ever  had 
been  euhmitted  to  Ooogress;  and  if  this  had 
been  the  first  time  the  Senate  Iiad  ever  heard 
iA  it^  there  would  have  been  great  propriety  in 
requiring  either  a  written  report,  or  at  least 
some  verbal  ezplanati<m  in  regard  to  it.  But 
Hr.  W.  did  not  feel  bound,  as  the  case  stood, 
to  make  a  long  report  on  a  matter  with  wiiioh 
eveiyhody  was  fbmiliar,  and  on  which  he 
could  not  surest  a  single  new  idea.  A  report, 
under  sndi  drcumstanoes,  would,  if  made^ 
change  no  opinion.  This  was  the  simple  ex- 
plaiuramk  whidi  he  had  to  make  (so  &r  a»  be 
waa  personally  ocmcemed)  In  r^ly  to  the  oaU 
of  toe  hononule  Sen^r  from  South  Gardiina. 

After  some  fhrther  debate,  the  Senate  deter- 
mined to  adhere  to  its  disagroement. 

TsAS. — ^HessHL  Benton,  Brown,  Bocfaaoan,  Cotb- 
bert,  £wiag  of  Illinois,  f^ilton,  Qnindy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, .  Linn,  Lyon, 
HoutoD,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker, 
Rives,  AobioBon,  Ru^es,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tdl- 
madge,  ■Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 27. 

NiTs. — ^MesBTS.  Bayard,  Calhomi,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Otiio,  HeDdridcs,  Kent, 
Kolrirt,  McLean,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentias,  Preston, 
BobUns,  Southard,  gpeoce.  Swift,  Tipton,  TomUii* 
sDD,Wd»tcr,  Wwe-48. 
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I^anis  to  tAe  Prtaidentpro  tern. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  the  Prendent  pro 
tern.,  having  temporarily  left  the  chair, 

lb-.  Daxw  sabmitted  the  following  reeoln- 
tion,  which  waa  mumimoaBly  adopted : 

Seaohetl,  Hut  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  ten- 
dered to  the  honorable  Wiluam  R.  Eihq,  Preddent 
pro  tmnpan^  for  Ids  late  impaitial  and  dignified  sei^ 
Tiees  as  prendlng  oOoer. 

Ur.  HtiBBABD,  from  the  joiat  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Preddent,  and  inform 
Kim  that  the  two  Hotues  of  Oongress,  having 
finished  the  bosmess  before  them,  were  now 
readj  to  adjonm^  unless  he  bad  some  farther 
commonioation  to  make,  reported  that  thej 
had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
were  answered  by  the  President  that  he  had 
no  other  oflScial  commnnication  to  make,  bat 
that  he  had  charged  him  to  saj  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  his  heart  that  each  member  of  Congress 
might  enjoj  health  and  prosperity  in  this 
world,  and  happinees  in  the  next. 
On  moticm  of  Mr.  Wkbstbb, 
1b»  Senate  iben  a^jonrned  i Am  die. 


EJPPRA  SSBSTOy  OF  THE  BBKATB. 
*'  The  FiosmKitT  or  ihk  Uhitid  States, 

"  To  ,  Senator  for  the  State  of  . 

"  Bj  virtue  of  ibe  power  vested  In  hm  by  the  OOD- 
sUtotion,  I  hereby  oenTene  the  Senate  of  the  Uidted 
8tatea,  tb  meet  in  the  Senate  einmber  oi  the  4th  day 
of  Mardi  next;  at  10  o'dodk  in  the  finouNHL  to  re- 
ceive any  eomnnuieatitm  the  ftendent  of  the  iTnited 
Btatea  Duv  tUnk  it  Ua  dnty  to  make. 

"ANDREW  JAOKSON. 
**]>iGB»n  80, 1886." 

Satttbdat,  Uaroh  4. 

In  ooaiformity  with  the  above-rei^ted  sum- 
mons from  the  Premdent  of  the  United  Btatea, 
the  Senate  assembled  in  their  ohamber,  in  the 
dty  of  Washington,  tt  10  o'clock  A.  K.  this 

e  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  Ur.  Kino, 
of  Alabama,  the  late  President  «tv  torn. 

RioHAKD  II.  JoHKSON,  of  Kentnd^,  Tiee 
Preddent  of  the  United  States,  being  present, 
was  condooted  to  the  Secretary's  table  by  Mr. 
GmrsDT,  and  the  oath  to  snpport  the  Ckmatitn- 
tbn  of  the  Uinted  States  haVing  beoi  adminis- 
tered to  him,  Mr.  Xura  vacated  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  JoHHSoN  took  his  aeat  as  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Yloe  Freddoit  of  the  United  States. 

The  Yzoi  PusnnBT,  on  taking  the  chair, 
addreased  the  Senate  as  fdlowa : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate :  Ja  entering  npon  fiie 
discha^e  of  the  duties  of  the  preabling  officer  of  this 
body,  the  necesaty  of  addre^big  its  members  has 
been  veiy  much  lessened,  if  not  saperseded,  by  the 
opportanity  aflbrded  me  of  presenra^  aome  of  my 
■Hitfnienti  irtwn  X  aeoqrted  the  dtBsdoD. 


1  cannot,  howerer,  permit  the  present  occasion  to 
poaa  without  again  tendering  to  you  my  grateful  ao- 
knowled^enta  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by 
your  ch(Hce. 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinitHi,  upon  this  globe,  a 
legislative  body  mote  req>ectatue  and  more  exalted 
hi  diaraoter  tiian  the  Senate  of  die  United  States; 
and  tiiere  is  not,  peihsps,  a  delibenttive  assembly 
existing  irtiere  the  pre»ding  officer  has  less  diffi- 
culty hi  preserving  order.  This  facility  is  attribut- 
able  prindpally  to  two  caosca :  ^  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  the  members  who  compose  the  body, 
and  that  personal  respect  and  courtesy  which  have 
always  been  extended  mm  one  member  to  another,  In 
its  deliberations.  These  qualities  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  unity  of  design,  and  a  mutual  confldence. 
m  the  oltimate  object  of  all,  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  may  exist  in  relation  to  the  means  of  gain- 
ing the  CfHomon  end ;  and  inculcate  that  sentiment 
of  equality  among  the  members  wUdi  oonstitotes  the 
essential  iwinciide  of  our  free  bisUtntions,  and  whidi 
wUl  never  cease  to  animate  a  body  so  enlightened  as 
this.  These  reflections  fasTO  mitigated  the  intense 
anxiety  of  mind,  and  well-foondra  apprehensions 
arising  from  a  consdousness  <tf  my  own  defldency  of 
qualt&ations  to  preside  over  this  elcTated  body. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  conetitaUoo,  it  shall  be  my  effort  to  puisue 
that  oomse  of  ocmdaot  which  has  reonmnended  me 
to  the  oonddetadon  of  my  fellow-dtizens — a  faithM 
dlacbarge  of  my  poblle  daties,  to  the  extent  of  my 
abilities,  and  in  a  manner  that  shall  seem  best  calca- 
lated  to  give  satisfaction  to  all.  Contemplating  the 
duties  and  ceremonies  of  this  day,  it  might  be 
considered  improper  in  me  to  oonsome  any  more  of 
your  time  by  adverting  to  other  satrieots,  however 
relevant  to  the  new  potitfon  wUch  I  now  occupy. 
I  diall,  therefore,  dose  my  remarks  by  Infcnoii^  toe 
Senate  that  I  am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  the  bus- 
iness for  whidi  we  sre  asscsnbled. 

There  were  now  aMcrtained  to  be  ^sent 
every  Senator  from  every  State  fai  the  Union, 
exc^t  oa»f  (Mi,  Mo^hlst,  of  Alabama,)  b^ing 
fiftr-one  In  nnmhor. 

The  new  members  present  were — 

From  Indiana,  Ouvkb  H.  Smtth  ;  from  Illi- 
nois, RicaiHD  M..  YouNo ;  from  Ohio,  William 
Allen  ;  from  Maine,  Beuil  Wiluamb  ;  from 
Oonnecticnt,  Psbbt  Siom. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  eonstitntion  waa 
then  administered  by  the  Yics  Pwsidkkt  to 
the  new  Senators,  and  those  Senators  re-elected, 
except  Mr.  Ssvieb,.  of  Arkansas,  the  considera- 
tion of  whose  credentials  of  appointment  by  the 
Governor  (as  to  filling  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  expiration  of  his  own  term)  was  post- 
poned to  Mmiday. 

The  Smate  oontinoed  its  dttings  on  Monday, 
Tneaday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  fidlowiiig, 
and  were  engaged,  principally,  upon  execntSve 
bnmneas — acting  upon  mb  nominations  of  tbe 
President 

On  Tnesday,  Mr.  Oeuitdt,  from  the  Judiciary 
Oommittee,  reported  *^  that  the  Hon,  Ambrosi 
H.  Bbvibb  is  entitled  to  his  seat  ns  a  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  nnder  the  executive  appoint- 
ment of  the  I7ui  of  Jannarn  1887 ;  and  that  he 
now  have  the  oath  of  office  aoooardiB^  ad- 
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ministered  to  biia."  On  Wednesday  the  report 
vas  debated,  and  on  the  gnesdon  of  agreeing 
to  it  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

Tub. — Uessrs.  Allen,  Beaton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Nicholaa,  KUes,  Sorvell,  I^ente,  Preston, 
Blrea,  Bobinaon,  Bugles,  &nith  of  Connecticut,  Tip- 
ton, Walker,  Wall,  White.  Wright,  Toung— 26. 

M ATS.— Vessra.  Ba]ri^,  Blacic,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Dam,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  UcKean,  Horria,  Uouton,  PreotisB,  Bobbuu, 
Oaith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Webater,  Williania 
—19. 

Setibb  then  Appeared  and  took  the  oath 
of  office. 

The  VioB  PEBsroENT  having  retired  from  the 
chair  on  Tuesday,  according  to  usage,  to  allow 
of  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tem.  before 
the  a^oumment,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  pro  tern.,  when  Willum  K. 
Ejno,  of  Alatwma.  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  Thursday's  sitting,  a  committee 
was  appointed,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Wxiobt,  to 
announce  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  the  Senate  had  got  through  its  bu^ess, 
and  was  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no  further 
oommunicataon  to  make  to  tiiem.  Ifr.  Wbiobt 
and  Mr.  Ltoh  were  appointed  a  committee 
aoQOrdingly. 

On  Friday  morning,  at  10  o^cIock,  the  oom- 
iQtttee  reported  that  they  hod  discharged  the 
duty  thne  confided  to  them,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  President  had  no  further 
communication  to  make  them.   And  then 

The  Senate  a^oumed  tim  die. 

Inauffuratioti^  <if  I*re»ident  Van  Buren. 

On  Satntdiy,  Ae' 4th  of  Ibid^  lEaitin  Tan  Boten, 
Esq.,  Preddent  elect  of  the  United  States,  was  hi- 
ducted  into  offloe  with  the  usual  fbtmafitlci  and 
oereouRiIfla;  and  thereupon  deUvered  &e  Mlowing 
inai^unl  address : 

FxLLow-oiTizEMS The  practice  of  all  my  prede- 
eesBora  impoaea  on  me  «n  oUigation  I  cheerfully  ful- 
fil, to  accompany  the  first  and  aolenm  act  of  my 
ptUllIo  trust,  with  an  aTowd  of  the  principles  tluR 
will  guide  me  in  performing  it,  and  an  expresuon  of 
my  feelings  on  assuming  a  charge  so  responsible  and 
vast  la  imitating  their  example,  I  tread  in  the  foot- 
steps of  illustrious  men,  whose  superiors,  It  is  our 
happiness  to  believe,  are  not  found  on  the  executive 
calendar  of  any  country.  Among  them  we  recc^se 
the  earliest  and  firmest  pillars  of  the  repabUc ;  thoae 
by  whom  onr  national  independence  was  bst  de- 
dared  ;  him  who,  above  all  others,  oontrfttnted  to 
eatabUab  it  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and  those  whose 
expanded  intellect  and  patriotism  conaboieted,  im* 
proved,  and  perfected,  tiie  inestimable  inatitationa 
under  which  we  live.  If  such  men,  in  the  position  I 
now  ooeimy,  felt  tbemselvea  overwhelmed  by  a  aense 
€f  gratitude  for  this,  the  Ugheat  of  all  marks  of  tbdr 
country's  confidence,  and  by  a  oonadonaneaa  of  thmr 
inability  adequately  to  diacWge  the  dutlea  of  an 
office  so  difficult  and  exalted,  how  much  more  must 
these  considerations  affbct  one  who  can  rely  on  no 
ndielalmafiw&TororfiKbeannee.  UnUke  all  iriio 


have  preceded  me,  the  Revolution,  that  gave  ns  ex- 
istence as  one  people,  was  achieved  at  the  period  of 
my  birth;  and,  whiLet  I  ccmt^jdate  witii  grateful 
reverence  that  memorable  event,  I  fed  that  I  belong 
to  a  later  age,  and  that  I  may  not  expect  my  coun- 
trymen to  wdgh  my  actions  with  the  same  kind  kbA 
partial  band. 

So  sendbty,  fellowH^tizens,  do  these  circumstances 
press  tbemselvea  upon  me,  that  I  should  not  dare 
to  enter  upon  my  path  of  duty,  did  I  not  look  for 
the  generous  aid  of  those  who  wdl  be  associated  with 
me  ia  the  various  and  coKudlnate  branches  of  the 
Qovemment ;  did  I  not  t^ioae,  witii  unwavering  re- 
liance, on  the  patriotism,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
Undness,  of  a  people  who  never  yet  deserted  a  pub- 
lic servant  honestly  laboring  in  their  cause;  and, 
above  all,  did  I  not  p«iidt  myself  humbly  to  hope 
for  the  sustuning  support  ef  an  evovwatdifUL  and 
beneflent  Frovidenoe^ 

To  iba  oonfideuoe  and  eonadation  derived  ftiaa 
these  aonroee,  it  would  be,nngratefal  not  to  add  tiuae 
vhidi  spring  from  our  present  fortunate  condition. 
Thotwh  not  altogether  exempt  from  embarrassments 
that  disturi}  our  tranquillity  at  home  and  tbreatoi  it 
abroad,  yet,  in  all  the  attributes  of  a  great,  happy, 
and  fionri^ng  people,  we  stand  without  a  panild 
in  the  world.  Abroad,  we  enjoy  the  respect  and, 
with  scarcely  on  exception,  the  friendship  of  every 
nation.  At  borne,  while  our  Govenmient  qoidly. 
but  effldently,  performs  the  ade  Intimate  end  of 
pditicd  institutions,  hi  doing  the  greotest  good  to 
the  greatest  number,  we  present  an  aggr^te  of  hu- 
man prosperity  surdy  not  elsewhere  to  be  found. 

How  imperious,  then,  ia  tbe  obligation  impoaed 
upon  every  dtizen,  in  bis  own  sphere  of  action, 
whether  limited  or  extended,  to  ex«rt  hiinaelf  in  per- 
petuatiiwaoondi^  of  tbinn  so  dngulariy  hippy. 
All  the  leasoDS  of  history  and  experience  must  be 
lost  npMi  us,  if  we  are  content  to  tnist  done  to  the 
peculiar  advantages  we  happen  to  possess.  Poution 
and  climate,  and  the  bounteous  resouroea  that  nature 
has  scattered  with  so  liberal  a  hand— even  the  dif- 
fuEied  faitdligoice  and  elevated  character  of  onr  peo- 
ple—will avail  ua  nothing,  if  we  fail  sacredly  to  up- 
hold those  politicd  institutions  that  were  wisely  and 
ddiberatdy  formed  irith  reference  to  every  drcum- 
stance  that  could  preserve,  or  might  endanger,  the 
bleerings  we  eigoy.  The  tiiou^tftil  frameia 
our  constitution  legidated  for  onr  country  as  they 
found  it.  Looking  upon  it  with  the  eyes  state*- 
men  and  of  patriots,  they  saw  dl  the  souroee  of  rapid 
and  wonderful  i»v>Bperity;  but  theyaaw  also  that 
various  habits,  opimons,  and  Institutions,  peculiar  to 
the  various  portiona  of  so  vast  a  re^on,  were  deeply 
fixed.  Distinct  sovereignties  were  in  actud  exist- 
ence, whose  cordial  union  was  essentid  to  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  alL  Between  many  of  them 
there  was,  at  least  to  some  extent,  a  red  diversity 
mteresta,  liable  to  be  exaggerated  thronrii  simatc* 
dedgns;  they  diflfered  in  dxe,  in  popdation,  in 
wealth,  and  in  actud  and  proapective  resouroea  and 
power ;  tiiey  varied  in  the  diaraoter  of  thdr  industry 
and  staple  productions:  and  in  some  existed  do- 
mestic institutions  which,  unwiady  disturbed,  might 
mdanger  the  harmony  of  the  whde.  Host  carefuUy 
were  dl  these  drcomstanoea  wdefaed,  and  the  fonn- 
dationa  the  new  Government  laid  upon  principles 
of  redprocd  concession  and  eqdtabte  eompradse. 
The  jedoudes  which  the  amaller  States  might  enter- 
tafai  of  the  power  of  the  rest  were  aUayed  by  a  nde  of 
repreaontatUm,  confessedly  nneqqd  at  that  time,  and 
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'Qn^ned  forever  to  recudn  so.  A  natural  fear 
tiie  broad  scope  of  general  legtalation  might  bear 
upon,  and  unwisely  control,  particular  intereets,  was 
coanteracted  by  limits  strictly  drawn  aroond  the 
action  of  the  federal  anthority ;  and  to  the  people 
and  the  States  was  left  unimpaired  their  sorereign 
power  orer  tiw  innumerable  subjects  embraced  In  ue 
mtemal  government  of  a  just  RpnbUc,  excepting 
snch  only  as  necessarily  appertain  to  the  concerns  of 
tSie  whole  confederacy,  or  its  intercourse,  as  a  united 
community,  with  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 

Tbia  provident  forecast  has  been  verified  by  time. 
Half  a  century,  teeming  with  etiraorditierr  events, 
and  elsewhere  prodmdng  aatoniAlng  remits,  bsa 
passed  along,  bnt  on  our  Instltutionfl  bas  ml  no 
injurious  mark.  Trom  a  small  community  we  have 
risen  to  a  people  powerM  in  nombers  and  in 
strmgth ;  but  with  our  Increase  has  gone,  hand  in 
hand,  the  progress  of  just  prlndples ;  me  privileges, 
dvil  and  re^gioQS,  of  the  humblest  individual  are 
still  sacredly  protected  home:  and,  while  the 
valor  and  fbrtitude  of  our  -people  nave  removed  fiur 
from  08  ike  sligfateat  apprehension  of  foreign  power, 
they  have  not  yet  induced  us,  in  a  single  instance,  to 
forget  what  is  right.  Our  commerce  has  been  ex- 
tended to  the  remotest  nations;  the  value  and  even 
nature  of  our  productions  has  been  greatly  dianged ; 
a  wide  diil^rence  has  arisen  in  the  relive  wealth 
and  resources  of  every  portion  of  our  country ;  yet 
the  Bpirit  (tf  mutual  regard  and  <rf  fidthftd  adherence 
to  emsdng  compacts  has  oontlnued  to  prevaQ  in  our 
conndla,  and  never  long  been  absent  nom  our  con- 
duct. We  have  learned  by  experience  a  fruitM 
lesson :  tiiat  an  implicit  and  undeviating  adherence 
to  the  priodptes  on  wtiich  we  set  out  can  carry  us 
prosperously  onward,  through  all  the  conflicts  of  dr- 
cumstanoes  and  the  vioisBBtudes  fawptnUe  frmt  the 
l^»e  of  years. 

The  aucceas  ib$t  has  thus  attended  oor  great  ex- 
periment is,  in  itself,  a  snffident  cause  for  gratitude, 
on  account  of  die  happiness  it  has  actually  conferred, 
and  the  example  H  ikas  unanswerably  given.  But 
to  me,  my  fellow-citizens,  looking  forwari  to  the  far- 
^tant  future,  with  ardent  prayers  and  confidiiw 
hopes,  this  retraroect  presents  a  ground  for  still 
demer  delight.  It  impresses  on  my  nund  a  firm 
belief  tiiat  me  petpetidty  of  oor  institutions  depends 
vpon  ourselves ;  uat,  if  we  maintain  the  principles 
on  which  they  were  est^lished,  they  are  destined  to 
confer  their  benefits  on  countiess  generations  yet  to 
come  ;  and  tiiat  America  will  present  to  every  ftiend 
of  mankind  the  dieering  proof  tliat  a  popular  Gov- 
ernment, wisely  formed.  Is  wanting  in  no  dement  <^ 
endurance  or  strei^itfa.  Fifty  years  ago,  its  nq>id 
Ikilure  was  boldly  predicted.  Latent  and  uncontrol- 
lable causes  of  dissolution  were  supposed  to  exist, 
even  by  the  wise  and  good ;  and  not  only  did  un- 
fiiendly  or  speculative  tiieorists  antidpate  for  us  the 
fate  of  past  republics,  but  the  fears  of  many  an 
Innest  patriot  overbalanced  bis  sanguine  hopes. 
Look  back  on  these  forebodes,  not  lustily,  but  re- 
hctantly  made,  and  see  how,  &i  every  instance,  they 
have  completely  tailed. 

An  imperfect  experience,  during  the  straggles  of 
the  Revolution,  was  supposed  to  warrant  the  belief 
that  the  pec^Ie  would  not  bear  the  taxation  requirite 
to  dist^nive  an  immense  public  debt  already  !n- 
curred,  and  to  defr^  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Government.  The  cost  of  two  wars  baa  been  p^d, 
&ot  only  without  a  munnnr,  but  with  unequalled 
alacri^.   No  one  la  now  left  to  dotdit  that  evei7 
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burden  will  be  (dieerfhlly  borne  tiiat  maybeneoea- 
SBiy  to  suBtain  our  dvil  Institutions,  or  guard  our 
honor  or  our  welfare.  Indeed,  all  experience  has 
diown  that  the  wilUngness  of  the  people  to  contribute 
to  tiiese  ends,  in  cases  of  emergency,  has  uniformly 
ontnm  the  confidence  of  tii^  representatives. 

In  the  eariy  stages  of  the  new  Government,  when 
all  felt  the  imposing  infiuence  as  they  recognized  the 
unequalled  services  of  tlie  first  President,  It  was  a 
common  sentiment,  that  the  great  weight  of  his  char<- 
acter  could  alone  bind  the  discordant  materials  of 
our  Government  together,  and  save  us  from  the  vio- 
lence of  contending  factions.  Since  his  death  nearly 
forty  yeans  are  gone.  Party  exasperation  has  been 
often  carried  to  its  highest  pcrfnt;  the  virtue  aoA 
the  fortitode'  of  the  people  have  eometimes  been 
greatiy  tried :  yet  our  system,  purified  and  enhanced 
m  value  by  all  It  has  encountered,  atill  preserves  Itt 
spirit  of  free  and  fearless  discnsoon,  blended  with 
aniinpured  iratemal  feelbg. 

The  eqiadty  of  the  people  for  edf-govemmoiL 
and  their  willingnesa,  frinn  a  high  sense  of  dtity,  and 
without  tiiose  exhibitions  of  coerdve  power  so  gener- 
ally employed  in  other  countries,  to  submit  to  all 
beedM  restraints  and  exactions  of  the  municipal  law, 
have  also  been  favorably  exemplified  in  the  history 
of  tiie  American  States.  Occasionally,  it  is  true, 
the  ardor  of  nublio  sentiment,  outruniung  tiie  regular 
progress  of  tne  jndidal  tribunals,  or  seeUng  to  reach 
cases  not  denounced  as  criminal  by  the  existing  law, 
has  (fiaplayed  itself  in  a  manner  calculated  to  give 
pain  to  the  friends  of  free  govenunent,  and  to  en- 
courage the  h<^>eB  of  those  who  widi  for  its  oveN 
throw.  These  occurrenceB,  however,  have  been 
less  frequent  in  our  countiy  than  In  any  other  of 
equal  population  on  the  globe :  and,  with  the  difib- 
don  of  intflUigenoe,  it  may  well  be  hoped  ttat  they 
win  owstantly  dinunish  In  freqnenoyand  violeDee. 
The  generous  patriotim  and  sound  oommon  tense  of 
tiie  great  mass  of  our  fellow-dtizene  wfB  assniedly. 
In  time,  produce  this  result ;  fw  as  every  assumption 
of  ill^^  power  not  only  wounds  the  mi^esty  of  the 
law,  but  furnishes  a  pnAext  for  abridging  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  tin  latter  have  the  most  (firect  and 
permanent  Interest  fn  praserring  the  landmaika  ^ 
social  order,  and  muntalnlng,  on  all  occarions,  the 
inviolability  of  those  constitutional  and  l^al  provi- 
sions  which  they  themselves  have  made. 

In  a  supposed  unfitness  of  onr  institutions  for  those 
hostile  emergencies  whidi  no  country  can  always 
avoid,  their  friends  found  a  fhntful  source  of  ^>pre- 
faendon,  thdr  enemies  of  hope.  WhUe  they  fweeaw 
less  promptness  of  action  than  In  Govermnents  dif- 
ferently framed,  tbey  overiooked  ttie  ftr  more  im- 
portant consideration  Qiat,  with  us,  war  could  never 
be  the  result  of  hidividual  or  irrespon^ble  will ;  but 
must  be  a  measure  of  redress  for  iiyuries  sustained, 
voluntarily  resorted  to  by  those  who  were  to  bear 
the  necessary  sacrifice,  who  would  conaequentiy  fed 
an  individual  intereet  In  the  oontest,  and  wfaosa 
energy  would  be  commensurate  with  uie  lUfficidtiaB 
to  be  encountered.  Actaal  events  have  proved 
their  error ;  the  last  war,  far  fnm  impairing,  gave 
new  confidence  to  our  Government ;  and,  amid  re- 
cent apprehenrions  of  a  similar  conflict,  we  saw  tint 
the  energies  of  onr  country  would  not  be  wanting  fn 
ample  season  to  viiulicate  Its  rights.  We  may  not 
poness,  as  we  should  not  desire  to  possess,  the  ex- 
tended and  ever-ready  mllitaiy  organmLtion  of  other 
nations ;  we  may  ocoadcmany  suffer  in  the  outset  fbr 
the  want <tf  It;  imt among  oondres,  aU doaM  t^oa 
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this  great  point  ban  ceased,  while  a  nlatary  experi- 
tnoe  iriU  prevent  a  contnay  iqdnltm  frcnt  invitiog 
agnesBioD  from  abroad. 

(Jcrtain  danger  was  fwetotd  from  the  extenrion  <^ 
oar  territory,  uie  multiplication  of  States,  and  the  in- 
crease of  population.  Our  system  was  Bui^Msed  to 
be  adapted  only  to  boundaries  comparatiTely  nanow. 
These  hare  been  widened  beyond  conjecture;  the 
members  of  our  ooniMeracy  are  already  doubled ; 
and  the  numbers  of  our  pet^e  are  incredibly  aug- 
mented. The  alleged  canaes  of  danger  have  long 
■mpMsed  antidpa^iD,  bat  none  of  the  oooeequencee 
have  £^wed.  Tbe  power  and  influence  of  the  re- 
pnWc  have  risen  to  a  hdgfat  obTioos  to  all  mankind ; 
respect  for  its  authority  was  not  more  apparent  at 
its  ancient  then  it  is  at  its  present  limits ;  new  and 
bezhaustibte  sources  of  general  prosperity  have  been 
opened ;  the  e^cts  of  distance  have  been  averted 
by  the  inTentive  genius  of  our  people,  developed  and 
fostered  by  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  the  en- 
larged variety  and  amount  of  interests,  prodQCliona, 
and  pursuits,  have  strraigthened  the  chidn  of  mutual 
dependence,  aod  foimea  a  drcle  of  mutual  benefits 
too  apparent  ever  to  be  overiooked. 

In  justly  balancing  the  powers  of  the  Federal  and 
State  authorities,  difficulties  nearly  iusoimountaUe 
■niM  at  &e  oatset,  and  Bobsaqne&b  oollidons  were 
denied  inevitable.  Amid  these,  it  was  searoely  be- 
lieved poesiUe  that  a  scheme  of  aovenuiient,  so  com- 
plex in  conatniotion,  oould  remain  aniidaied.  IVom 
time  to  time  embarrassments  have  cotraily  occurred ; 
but  how  just  is  the  confidence  In  future  safety  im- 
parted by  the  knowledge  that  eadi  in  sncoeasion  has 
been  happily  removed.  Overiookiiig  partial  and 
temporary  evils,  as  inseparable  from  the  wactical 
operation  of  all  human  iustitutions,  and  lo(^g  only 
to  the  general  result,  every  patriot  has  reason  to  be 
satisfied.  While  tbe  Federal  Government  has  suc- 
oessfUlly  performed  its  appropriate  functions  in  re- 
lation to  foreign  aflUrs  and  concerns  evidentiy  na- 
tional, that  of  every  State  has  remaikably  improved 
in  protecting  and  developing  local  interests  and  in- 
dividual wdfare ;  and  if  the  viiwations  of  authority 
have  occasionally  tended  too  much  towards  one  or 
the  oth^,  it  is  unquestionably  certain  that  the  ulti- 
mate op««tion  of  the  entire  system  has  been  to 
Btrengtben  all  the  existing  institutions,  and  to  elevate 
our  whole  country  in  prosperity  and  renown. 

The  last,  periiaps  the  greatest,  of  tiie  prominent 
•oureea  of  discord  and  duutw  n^rposed  to  Imk  In 
oar  political  etmditiou,  was  the  institution  of  domestic 
daveiy.  Our  fnefktbers  were  deeply  impressed 
with  tiie  delicacy  of  this  sulyect,  and  they  treated  it 
with  a  forbearance  so  evidentiy  wise,  that,  in  q)tte 
of  every  sinister  foreboding,  it  never,  until  the  pres* 
out  period,  disturbed  the  tnoquillity  of  our  common 
ojmlBtj,  Such  a  result  is  aaffident  erideuce  <hF  the 
justioe  and  the  patriotinn  of  their  course :  it  is  evi- 
denoe,  not  to  be  mistaken,  tiiat  an  adherence  to  it 
can  prevent  all  embanassment  {mm  this,  as  well  as 
from  ever?  other  antidpated  cause  of  difficulty  or 
danger.  Have  not  reoent  events  made  it  obvious  to 
the  slightest  reflection,  that  the  least  deviation  from 
this  spirit  of  forbearance  is  injurious  to  every  inter- 
est, that  of  humaidty  included  1  Amidst  the  viulence 
of  excited  pasrions,  tUsgenerous  and  fraternal  feeling 
has  been  sometimee  disregarded ;  and,  standing  as  I 
now  do  before  my  countr^nen  in  this  high  pli^  of 
honor  and  of  trust,  I  cannot  refrdn  from  anxioudy 
Invddiig  my  fellow-dtizens  never  to  be  deaf  to  its 
dictates.   Percelviag,  before  my  election,  the  deep 


interest  this  subject  was  beginning  to  excite,  I  be- 
lieved it  a  solemn  duty  fully  to  make  known  my  sen- 
timents in  r^ard  to  it ;  and  now,  wlien  eveiy  motive 
for  mierepnsentation  has  passed  away,  I  trust  that 
they  win  be  candidly  weighed  and  understood.  Aft 
least,  they  will  be  my  standard  of  conduct  In  the  path 
beft»«  me.  I  then  dedared  that,  if  the  desre  of 
those  of  my  countrymen  who  were  fiivcvable  to  my 
election  was  gratified,  "  I  must  go  into  the  {ucuden- 
tial  chair  the  inflexible  and  uncompromiki^  op> 
ponentof  every  attonpt,  on  the  part  of  Goiq;reB^  to 
abolish  slavery  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  against 
thewishesof  the  elaveholding  States;  and  also  witha 
detenninatioQ  equally  decided  to  redst  the  slightest 
interference  with  it  in  the  States  where  it  exwts." 
I  submitted  also  to  my  fellow-dtizena,  with  fulness 
and  frankness,  the  reasona  whidi  led  me  to  tiiis 
determination.  Tbe  result  authorizes  me  to  beflers 
that  they  have  been  approved,  and  are  confided  In, 

ST  a  majority  of  the  pe^e  aC  the  United  States,  in- 
ading  those  iriKnnuiOT  most  immediately  affect  U 
now  only  remidna  to  add,  that  no  conflicting  with 
these  views  can  ever  recdve  my  constitutional  sano 
tion.  These  opinions  have  been  adopted  in  the  firm 
belief  that  they  are  in  accordance  witii  the  spirit  that 
actuated  the  venerated  fathers  of  tbe  republic,  and 
that  succeeding  experience  has  proved  them  to  be 
humane,  patriotic,  expedient,  hcmorable,  and  just. 
If  the  agitation  of  this  sulyect  was  intended  to  reach 
the  atamlity  of  our  inslitutiona,  enough  has  occurred 
to  show  that  it  has  signally  failed  ;  and  that  in  this, 
as  in  every  other  instuice,  tiie  apprehoudons  of  the 
timid  and  the  hopes  the  widced  for  the  destruo- 
tionof  our  Govenment  are  again  destined  to  be  dls- 
appointed.  Here  and  there,  indeed,  scenes  of  dan- 
gerous exdtement  have  oooomd;  terrifyh^  In- 
stanoes  of  local  violence  have  been  witnessed ;  and  s 
reckless  diar^ard  of  the  consequences  of  thtdr  coo* 
duct  has  exposed  individuals  to  popular  indignation ; 
but  ndther  masses  of  the  people,  nor  sections  of  the 
country,  have  been  swerved  from  tlieir  devotion  to 
the  bond  of  union,  and  the  principles  It  has  made 
sacrad.  It  irill  be  ever  thiu.  Such  attempts  »t 
dangerous  a^tation  may  periodically  return,  but 
with  each  tbe  object  will  be  better  understood  That 
predominating  affection  for  our  political  system 
which  prevaua  throi^hout  our  territori^  limits; 
that  calm  and  enli^tened  judgment  which  ultimatdy 
governs  oar  people  as  one  vast  body,  will  always  he 
at  hand  to  resist  and  control  every  effort,  foreign  « 
dranestic,  which  aims  or  would  lead  to  overthrow  our 
institaUcHis. 

What  can  be  more  gratifying  than  such  a  retro- 
spect as  this  I  We  look  back  on  obstades  avoided, 
and  dangers  overcome ;  on  expectations  more  than 
realized,  and  pronerity  perfectiy  secured.  To  the 
hopes  of  the  hostile,  the  fears  of  the  timid,  and  the 
doubts  (tf  the  anxious,  actual  experience  has  gJVem 
tbe  condusive  rej^y.  We  have  seen  time  gTadually 
dispd  every  unfavorable  foreboding,  and  our  consti- 
tution surmonnt  every  adverse  circumstance,  dreaded 
at  the  outset  as  beyond  control.  Present  excitement 
will,  at  all  times,  magnify  present  dangers ;  but  true 
philosophy  most  teacn  us  that  none  more  threaten* 
ing  than  the  past  can  remain  to  be  overcome ;  and 
we  ought,  for  we  have  just  reason,  to  ent^lain  an 
atrftUng  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions, 
and  an  entire  conviction  that,  if  administered  in  the 
true  form,  diaracter,  and  sjurit,  in  nhioh  they  'wen 
established,  they  are  abundantly  adequate  to  preserve 
to  ni  and  our  diildreu  the  rich  UeeiaDgs  already  do- 
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rired  from  them  ;  to  make  our  belored  Isnd,  for  « 
thomnd  eenerationa,  tiist  duwen  qtot  n^iere  hap- 
pizMHB  ^nngs  from  a  perfect  equ^itj  of  political 

For  m7*elf,  therefore,  I  desire  to  declare,  that  the 
prtndple  that  will  eovem  me,  in  the  hi^  dut7  to 
which  ooantt;  callfl  me,  is  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
letter  and  Bpitit  of  the  constitution,  as  it  waa  de- 
aigned  bj  ihoee  who  iramed  it  Looldng  bade  to  it  as 
ft  «acred  instmmeat,  careAillj  and  not  easily  iiamed ; 
RtoemberiDg  that  it  was  throughout  a  wcA  of  con- 
ooaun  and  compromiae ;  viewing  it  as  tinuted  to  na- 
tioaal  otfjecta ;  r^anUng  it  as  leaving  to  the  people 
and  the  States  all  power  not  explicitly  parted  wiui ; 
I  shall  endeavor  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  it, 
by  anxiously  referring  to  its  provision  for  du«ction  in 
every  action.  To  mattera  of  domesdo  concernment 
wiiich  it  has  inbnsted  to  tlu  Federal  Government, 
and  to  flDcdi  ss  relate  to  onr  interooune  with  foreign 
naHoiMi,  I  shall  Kealonaly  devote  myself ;  beyond 
thoee  liroits  I  shall  never  pass. 

To  enter,  on  this  occasion,  into  a  flirtber 
minnte  exposition  of  my  views  on  the  varions  qoes- 
•  tions  of  domestic  policy,  would  be  as  obtrudve  as  it 
it  probably  miexpected.  Before  the  sulfti^^esi^  my 
eouDtiymcQ  w«re  conferred  upon  me,  I  suraoitted  to 
them,  with  great  preosion,  my  opiniou  on  aH  the 
most  pnHninent  of  these  sulgects  These  opinions 
I  shall  endeavor  to  carry  out  with  my  ntanost  ability. 

Oar  course  of  foreign  policry  baa  been  so  nniform 
and  intdlmUe  aa  to  oODgtttote  a  rule  of  executive 
conduct  which  leaves  little  to  my  discretion,  imless, 
indeed,  I  were  willing  to  run  counter  to  the  lights  of 
experience  and  the  known  opuiknis  of  my  oonsti- 
toontB.  We  seduloasly  cultivate  the  frioiddiip  ttf^ 
an  niUionB;  aa  ttte  condition  most  OMnpatiUe  wUh 
our  welfare  and  the  principles  of  our  mvemment 
We  decline  alliances,  as  adverse  to  our  peace.  We 
dasre  commercial  relations  on  equal  terms,  being 
ever  wiUingto  give  a  ihir  equivalent  for  advantages 
received.  We  endeavor  to  conduct  our  intercourse 
with  openness  and  mocerity  *,  pnnnptly  arowiiw  our 
otgects,  and  seeldng  to  es(aljish  that  nrntnal  ftank- 
neas  vmidi  is  as  benefidal  inthedeaUwt^nationB 

You  XBlr— 14 
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all  rigl^  to  meddle  in  disputee,  whether  Internal  or 
foreipi,  that  may  mtdest  otiier  countries ;  regarding 
than,  ia  tbdr  actual  atste,  sa  aodsl  i™^"!'**^ 
and  presKTlng  a  strict  neutrality  In  all  HMt  contro- 
versies. WeU  IcDowing  the  tried  valor  ot  our  peo- 
ple, and  onr  exhaustiess  resources,  we  neither  aiUid- 
pate  nor  fear  any  deogned  aggression  ;  and,  in  the 
oonsdousnees  of  our  own  Just  otmdaet,  we  feel  a  se- 
curity that  we  shall  never  be  called  upon  to  exert 
our  determination,  never  to  permit  an  invasion  of 
our  rights  withont  punishment  or  redress. 

In  approadbing,  then,  in  the  presence  of  my  as* 
sembled  oow^iymen,  to  make  the  solemn  pronuae 
that  yet  remains,  and  to  pledge  mysdf  that  I  will 
faithfully  execute  the  office  I  am  about  to  fill,  I  bring 
with  me  a  eettied  purpose  to  nudnt^n  the  inc^tntions 
<^  my  country,  which,  I  trust,  will  atone  fat  tiw 
errors  I  commit 

In  teoriving  fhnn  die  people  tiia  stored  trait  twice 
confided  to  my  illustrious  imdeeenor,  and  iriiloli  he 
has  {UsdttTged  so  fidthftilly  and  so  wcjl,  I  know  that 
I  cannot  expect  to  perfoim  the  arduoua  taik  with 
eqoal  aUlity  and  success.  But,  united  as  I  have 
been  in  his  councils,  a  daily  witness  of  bis  exclusive 
and  unsurpassed  devotion  to  hia  country's  wel&re^ 
agreeiiv  with  him  in  sentiments  which  his  ooun try- 
men  have  warmly  suworted,  and  permitted  to  par* 
take  largely  of  his  confidence,  I  may  hope  that  aome- 
what  of  the  same  cheering  q)probation  will  be  fbund 
to  attend  np<m  my  path.  For  him  I  but  express, 
with  my  own,  the  Irishes  of  all — that  he  may  yet  long 
live  to  eiuoy  the  brilliant  evening  of  his  weU-spent 
life ;  and,  for  myself,  oraiscious  of  but  one  d^re, 
fdthfUlly  to  serve  my  country,  I  throw.myself^  with- 
out fear,  on  ita  justice  and  its  kindness.  Beyond 
that  I  only  look  to  the  gracious  protection  of  the 
Divine  B^g,  whose  strengthening  support  I  humbly 
Bolidt,  and  whom  I  fervently  pray  to  look  down 
upon  us  all.  Hay  It  be  among  we  dispensations  of 
Hia  providence  to  bless  our  beloved  country  with 
faoDOtsand  with  length  of  days;  may  her  ways  be 
ways  of  plcsBontncas,  and  all  her  paths  be  peace. 

HAHTIKy^BUBEN. 

Xiaai4, 1887. 
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[DaoBiBB,  1886. 


TWENTY-FOUBTH  C0N6fiESS.-SEC0in)  SESSION. 


PBOOEEDINtiS  AND  DEBAT£a 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


IfosnxT,  Deoember  K,  1886. 

At  tvelTe  o'dook  Hie  SrsAXBB(Hoii.  3 Ansa 
E.  Folk  oi  Tenneeaee)  took  the  oh^,  and  call- 
ed Hie  Hoose  to  order. 

The  roll  of  members  haviiig  been  called  over 
if  the  COerk,  (Waxtir  8.  Franklin  Esq.,)  and 
a  qnorom  beine  fonnd  in  attendance,  the  Home 
proceeded  to  bnsiness,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee,  jointlT'  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
to  wut  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
aod  inform  him  of  tiie  organization  of  the  two 
Honses,  and  their  readinees  to  reodve  any  com- 
mmuoation  from  him. 


TrasDAT,  December  6. 

The  Hon.  Jcaa  Touno,  deeted  a  member 
trom  the  State  of  New  York,  to  enralr  the 
TBcanof  occasioned  hj  the  resignation  of  Fhilo 
0.  Fuller,  appeared  this  daj,  was  qoalified,  and 
took  his  seat 

Ur.  D.  J.  PiAKOE  informed  the  House  that 
the  joint  committee  appointed  on  yesterdaT-  to 
wait  on  the  President  <a  the  United  States,  had 
performed  th^r  duty ;  and  that  thej  had  been 
directed  hj  the  Present  to  saj  that,  at  IS 
o'clock  this  day,  he  wonld  make  a  communica- 
tion, in  writii^  to  both  Hooses,  (See  Senate 
prooeedlngs  of  this  date.) 

WsDinaDAT,  December  7. 

Hr.  CuuBoam,  of  Ifisrisnppi,  addressed  the 
Bonse  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It'  is  only  a  few  years  since  I 
witnessed  from  that  gallery  the  afifecting  hon- 
ors paid  to  the  remains  of  a  diatingrdshed 
BepresentatiTe  from  the  State  of  Hisnsrippi.* 


•  Hob.  Chrlftopber  Rankin. 


Since  tiiat  period^  she  has  lost  two  sona,* 
eminent  for  talenta  In  the  pabllo  servioey  and 
yon  are  now  oiltod  on  to  render  the  last  hfflnage 
to  the  memory  <Mr  another.  The  time  ' that  bas 
intervened  sinoe  the  death  <A  my  lamented  ool- 
league  sares  me  the  painfol  dntf  of  l>«ng  tha 
first  to  commonioate  it  to  his  friends,  now 
present  He  died,  sir,  as  he  had  liTed,  tturongh 
a  life  of  extraordinary  vicisritades,  with  charac- 
teristic fortitade,  with  hnt  one  wish  nngratifiad 
— a  wish  so  natural  to  the  human  heart — ^tluUf 
in  his  dark  hoar  of  dissolution,  he  might  be 
supported  hy  his  nearest  and  best  beloved,  and 
the  cheriahed  bein^  that  grew  np  and  olnster- 
ed  around  his  fireside. 

Sir,  let  death  ccone  when  it  will,  in  what 
shape  it  may,  in  the  battle  or  the  shipwreck  or 
in  uie  Bolitade  of  the  oltriater,  it  is  ^>paIlioff  to 
hmnan  otmtem^ation.  Bat  when  it  OTertuea 
Tu  in  a  distant  land,  and  ve  knoir  that  onr  laat 
moments  of  agony  and  infirmity-  ai«  to  be  wit- 
nessed by  stranger  eyes,  and  are  ooiucioaa  that 
we  must  be  carried  down  to  an  nnw^t  grave, 
where  no  kindred  dnst  shall  min^e  with  onrs 
forever,  and  the  last  hope  of  home  and  of  fami- 
ly fades  from  onr  filmed  view,  oh  I  sir,  this  ia 
death  1  this  it  is  to  die.  Snch  was  the  destiny 
of  my  colleagne,  *'  by  strangers  honored  and  by 
strangers  mourned."  His  dying  message  was 
for  those  broken-hearted  ones,  now  in  widow- 
hood and  orphanage— his  expiring  a  ^nj- 
er  for  t^on  f 

Ur  Speaker,  I  shall  pronoonoe  no  anlogy  oa 
the  dead.  Let  his  history  speak  it.  For  twatlx 
years  he  preserved  a  high  potdtitm  in  the  pnln 
lie  service,  and  died  poorer  than  when  he  en- 
tered it,  leaving  to  his  children  the  riohee  of 
an  hcmOTable  name,  it  be  prdse  to  have 
lived  beloved  and  die  nnr^iroaohedf  tikui  it  is 
dne  to  him. 


•  TbonM  &  Sesd  sad  BolMrt  H.  AdMnib  «r  ttt  V.  6. 
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It  now  odI/  ranains  for  na  to  pa^  tbe  floal 
honws  to  his  memorT — tad,  beoanae  it  aeenu 
like  breakiiw  the  last  link  that  l^nda  the 
to  the  dead;  aolemn,  when  «6  reflect  how 
■oon,  how  very  sood,  some  friend  now  preaent 
mn-  iuToke  thia  aame  tiibate  for  oaradTes  I 

loSbr  jon,  ^|  the fiiUowiog reBdntion: 

Saolwod,  That,  hi  teadmm^af  tbdr  ntpeot  fw 
the  memoijr  of  Datid  Dioksoii,  hte  a  BefmaBntaflve 
from  the  State  of  MMasippi,  tbe  membflca  of  this 
Hmub  will  wear  onpe  te  one  mgnlh. 

Thia  resolatiou  was  auanimoQBly  agreed  to. 

DeathqfOmenl  C^ee^  ^GMrgia. 
lit.  Huana,  of  Georgia,  addreaaedthe  bhair 
as  foQowa: 

tfr.  Speaks :  On  me  has  devoWed  the  monm- 
ful  da^  of  annonndng  to  this  House  the  death 
of  one  of  its  members,  my  friend  and  colleagne, 
the  Hon.  Jobh  Oornx,  of  Geor^  For  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  last  eeaaion  of  Congress 
he  labored  under  severe  indisposition,  whidi  at 
dtfferentperlods  detuned  him  from  the  service 
of  the  House.  Althoogh  his  symptoms  were 
so  mitigated  before  the  a^Joornment  as  to  ena- 
Ue  him  to  resnme  the  regular  diadbarge  of  his 
official  duties,  no  radical  amendment  had  taken 
^laoe^  and  with  ^radoally  increasing  force  his 
disease  closed  his  existenoe,  in  the  bosom  of 
bia  fiunily.  in  the  month  d  September  last. 

In  ^praking  of  a  departed  fHend  and  ool- 
Je^ne,  the  language  of  enlogy*migbt  be  excus- 
ed ;  but  to  those  who  have  been  asaodated 
with  General  Ooffbi  in  the  labors  of  this 
House,  for  the  last  three  years,  each  language 
would  be  mineoessary. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  his  domestio  and  so- 
cial relations,  he  was  eminently  characterized 
by  affectionate  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  that 
paUio  dntiee  were  disohuged  with  honor  to 
hinuelf  and  fidelity  to  Ida  ooantrr.  As  the 
wnal  mark  of  reepeet|  I  oflEu-  the  foUowing  rea- 
<diitioBa: 

Se$olvedy  tmantiRowIy,  That  this  House  has  re- 
celved  with  the  ItveUest  sendbtlity  the  annunciation 
of  Oe  death  of  the  Hon.  Johh  Coma,  a  B^veaent- 
ative  from  the  Stale  of  Oeoma. 

Jteaolvedy  MMammovdy,  l^at  this  Hoose  tenders 
to  tbe  relatiTes  of  the  deceased  the  ezpreadon  of 
its  sympathy  on  thia  monTnfiil  event ;  and,  ta  a  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
the  members  will  wear  ciqw  on  the  left  ana  for 
thirty  daja. 

These  resolotionfl  were  imanimoudy  agreed 
to;  and  then,  on  motion  of  ICr.  Oushmas, 
Hm  House  acfjoumed. 


TbCBBDAT,  Decesnber  8. 
Th«  Madmn  Paptn. 

The  following  Message  in  writing  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
Jb  tJte  SemaU  mdSeute  of  Mwwntatmat  : 

1  tnnmit,  heiewidi,  oqaee  ot  my  conmpondenoe 


[H.  or  K. 

with  Mrs.  Madisoo,  prodooed  by  the  reaolatioQ 
adopted  at  the  but  aesjon  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Bepresentativea,  on  the  doeeaao  oi  her  venerated 
hudwod.  The  occasion  seems  to  be  appropriate  to 
present  a  letter  from  her  on  the  autiject  of  tbe  pub- 
lication of  a  work  of  great  political  Interest  snd  abil- 
ity, carefully  prepared  by  Hr.  Hadisoa's  own  hand, 
under  circumstances  that  give  it  claims  to  be  consid- 
ered as  little  less  than  offidaL 

<>>iiness  baa  already,  at  ooDSIderable  enenae,  pab> 
iehed,  ma  variety  of  ftmua,  tike  naked  Joomaia  of 
the  revototiraury  Ckmgreas,  «nd  of  tbe  oonventlons 
that  fcwmed  tbe  Coostlttttion  of  the  United  StatflB.  I 
im  paiaoaded  that  the  work  of  Ur.  MatUaoo,  oonsid- 
ering  tiie  aotiior,  Um>  solNeoiinatter  itf  it,  and  the 
eironmstattoea  onder  wfaMi  it  was  prepared — long 
withb^  frcm  the  poblio  as  it  has  be»  by  those  bm>- 
tives  of  personal  kindnees  and  delicacy  that  save  tone 
to  his  intercoorse  with  his  fdlow-men  ontil  be  and 
all  who  had  bees  partidpalws  with  him  in  the  soenea 
he  describes  have  passed  away — well  deaerres  to  be- 
come die  iHOperty  of  tbe  nati<m ;  and  cannot  Wl,  if 
pabUdied  and  disaemlnated  at  the  public  charge,  to 
cMifivthe  most  bnportant  of  aO  benefits  on  the  pres- 
ent and  every  mooeeding  genention— aoouate  kwn^ 
edge  of  the  prindpUa  of  their  Ooverament,  and 
the  drenmatanoea  under  irtuch  tiicy  were  reeoa^ 
mended,  and  Imbodied  in  the  conatlhitkin  fcf  aJop- 
tton. 

ANDRIW  UGKSOH. 

Dkckhbxr  6,  1886. 

The  Ueeaam,  having  been  read,  was,  oo  mo- 
tioD  of  Mr,  Pattch^  refomd  to  the  pnwosed 
Jdnt  Onnmittoe  <m  ih»  Libnry,  and  oraered 
to  be  printed. 

J>»a&  ^Mr.  JKittwrdL 
Mir.  Datib,  of  bidiana,  addnowd  the  COudr 

as  fallows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Palnftil  as  tlie  duty  may  be,  it 
is  mine  of  this  morning  to  annotmoe  to  the 
Hoose  the  decease  of  another  of  its  membera. 

My  friend  and  ctdleagne,  the  Hon.  Gsoboi 
L.  EiimABD,  died  at  Oinoinnati  on  the  2Sth  ult^, 
after  a  few  days  of  aoffering  much'  more  severe 
than  ordinarily  £>Ub  to  the  lot  of  mankind  in 
passing  that  diead  ordeaL  The  immedUt* 
cause  of  his  death  is  periiaps  well  known  to 
thia  Hooae  and  to  the  ootmtty.  It  was  hii 
mi^cnrtime  to  auflhr  from  one  of  dioad  q>paUine 
aooidenta  which  are  of  but  too  frequent  recur- 
rence npon  our  steamboatB,  try  the  bnrstang  of 
their  oiaohinery.  He,  too,  like  one  of  our  as- 
sooiates  whoso  death  was  annotmeed  on  yester- 
day, died  among  strangers,  yet  among  friends 
At  the  hospitable  mannon  of  the  Hon.  Robert 
T.  Lytic,  (where  he  paid  the  great  debt  of  na- 
ture,) he  received  the  most  nnrranitting  atten- 
tion and  kindness,  as  also  the  most  unwearied 
services  of  those  who  rank  among  tbe  first  in 
the  profoedott  of  medidne ;  but  all  woold  not 
do;  the  omnipotent  fiat  had  gone  forth  by 
which  be  was  called  from  the  aervioe  of  hu 
ooantrr  to  the  aervioe  of  hla  God.  Had  I 
studied  by  set  phrase  to  pass  a  enlogy  npon  hia 
character,  I  should  find  words  too  cold,  lan- 
guage too  inei^wesdrc^  to  do  Jnatioe  to  hia  vir- 
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toes.  It  was  mj  good  forttme  to  be  favored 
for  many  years  with  hia  atx^uaintance,  and  to 
share  lar^y  io  his  IViendship.  With  a  clear 
and  disonminating  mind,  an  honest  heart,  and 
an  nntiriDg  industry,  he  had  elevated  himself  to 
the  hi^est  seat  in  the  Sections  of  those  who 
knew  Mm  best  In  aSX  the  varied  relations  of 
(to  which  he  was  abont  to  add  another  of 
a  aan«d  and  reap<»uable  oharaoter,)  he  sostain- 
ed  the  most  nnsolHed  r^ntation,  leaving  to  the 
vtaid  indnbUable  evidence^  not  only  that  he 
was  a  man  of  high  attainmenta,  bnt  that  he  was 
oDph^ioally  osw  of  God'a  noUeet  wwks — an 
honest  man. 

Hr.  D.  then  sabmitted  the  following  reatda- 
tions,  which  were  nnauimon^y  adoptw : 

Jteaohedt  Hbai  as  a  teethnoidal  of  respeot  for  the 
memory  of  the  Hon.  Oeobox  L.  Kishakd,  late  a 
member  (rf  this  Hooae  from  the  State  of  iBdiana,  the 
members  of  this  body  irill  wear  orape  on  the  left  am 
for  thirty  days. 

Setolvedf  That  the  oomwctioiisand  oonstitaentB  of 
Hr.  Knnuan  are  Johiad  ia  the  ainoereat  coodolenoe 
ftwtbe  kwof  that  inteetinaUe  nan  to  tbem,  to  ua, 
and  to  the  countiy. 

The  House  acfjoumed. 

UoKDAT,  December  12. 

DtpctU  teith  the  StaU$— Motion  to  reUate  them 
f^om  iti  Rettoration. 

Ur.  ICsBCKB  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Jeno&wj;  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  add  Means 
be  inatracted  to  report  a  Ull  to  amend  18th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  last  seaaloa  of  CtnigresB,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  r^^ate  the  deposits  of  me  public 
money,"  by  releasing  the  several  States  who  may  re- 
oelve  any  part  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  that  act,  from  any  obl%ation 
to  retnni  the  same. 

Mr.  Meboib,  after  a  few  ohservaticma  npon 
the  otjeet  of  this  proposition,  moved  to  post- 
pone tiie  consideration  of  the  resolntion  tiU 
Wednesday  week  next,  and  make  it  tiie  special 
OTder  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

Hr.  DuKLAP  remarked :  Ab-.  Speaker,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  gentieman's  resolntion  being 
made  the  special  order  of  this  Boase.  The  res- 
olntion involves  a  very  Importwt  qneetion,  Uf 
wit,  the  power  of  Congress  to  distribute  the 
■nrplaa  revoiiu.  This  important  omstitntional 
qnestitm  iras  avcrfded  at  the  last  oeadon,  and 
now  it  ia  intended  to  he  bronf^t  np,  to  the  ex- 
eloaion  ctf  all  other  business.  The  States  have 
the  money,  and  may  do  what  they  please  with 
it,  and  I  widi  the  discnanon  of  this  sobject  to 
be  postponed  nntil  a  long  sesdon  of  Convresa. 
This  will  be  a  very  short  sesdon,  and  shoud  be 
a  hnsiness  sesrion.  I  am  opposed  to  ^  nnne- 
cessary  discussion  at  this  semion ;  and  I  desire 
tiiat  the  hnsiness  of  the  American  people  ahonld 
be  attended  to.  I  therefore  move  that  the  res- 
(Auticm  be  l^d  on  the  table. 

Mr.Unan  aakedforihe  7«M  aiidiia;Boa 


the  qtiestion  of  laying  lus  resolution  bn  the 
table ;  which  were  ordered  ;  and  being  taken 
without  debate,  (the  ro^  not  adnoitting  debate 
on  a  motion  to  lay  any  proportion  OQ  the 
table,)  Btood— yeas  186,  nays  78. 

So  the  resf^ntioa  was  ordered  to  Ue  on  Hia 
table. 


TuBSDAT,  December  18.  [ 

The  Frmdmt'i  Menage. 

On  motion  of  lb.  Lotau,  the  Honse  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Adaub  in  the  chair,) 
on  tiie  annual  Message  of  the  Preadent  of  the 
United  States. 

Hxeeutive  AdrntnittraUon. 
Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolntion : 

JUaolved,  That  so  much  (^the  Preddent^  Hessaga 
as  relates  to  the  condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  irith  whidi 
they  have  been  condacted,  the  ^gilaat  and  faithM 
disdiai^  of  the  public  budnesa  in  all  of  them,  and 
the  causes  of  complunt,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  they  bare  fulfilled  me  otyects  of 
their  creation,  be  referred  to  a  adect  committee,  to 
confflst  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  intb  Instnif^osa  to  inquire  into 
the  oondition  of  the  various  executive  dqMrtments, 
the  ability  and  faitegri^  with  which  they  haT«  been 
conducted,  into  th0  mamier  in  wludi  the  pntfio  buii- 
nesa  has  been  diadiaiKed  in  aD  of  than,  and  into  all 
causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  man- 
ner in  whidi  said  departments,  or  th^  bnaineas  or 
offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agente,  of  erery  de- 
scription whatever,  directly  or  inairecUy  connected 
with  them  In  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in 
duties  pertdi^ng  to  tiie  pablic  interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accomplish  ue  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  violated  tbeh-  duties,  or  have  injured  or  im- 
pdred  the  pnUio  service  and  interest ;  and  that  said 
ccnmmittee,  in  its  biquiries,  may  refer  to  muh  periods 
of  time  aa  to  them  m^  seem  expeiUeait  and  fn^er. 

Mr.  Wm  then  addresMd  Uie  House  as  fel- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  In  snbmittiDg  the  readutioa 
of  reference  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chair,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  offer  some  refleotiMU  t» 
the  House  and  to  t^e  country. 

Sir,  this  paper  is  the  last  annual  message  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  contemplati<m  of  it  as 
such  is  deeply  affecting  to  the  smcere  lover  i)t 
him,  and  sMemnly  monmfbl  to  the  honest  lover 
of  luBOonntrr. 

What  ahoitid  the  last  annn^  measaxe  of  An- 
drew Jackson  have  been  f  Who  is  hc^  what 
has  he  been?  The  answer  to  this  queetion 
ought  to  determine  what  tMs  last  act  of  its 
kind  of  his  should  have  been. 

A  man  of  humble  but  respectable  origin,  he 
was  bom  in  the  times  of  his  country's  travail 
for  independence.  His  precooioua  spirit  of  re- 
ustance  to  oppresnon  maAed  his  infant  body 
with  the  soars  of  the  Bevolnti<m.  After  the 
times  wfaieh  tried  men's  wrab  had  p&saed  amir ; 
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after  the  blessings  of  freedom  had  been  secured 
bj  an  the  mnnimmtB  of  the  institationa  of  onr 
fiithers,  the  fruits  of  peace,  and  Tirtne,  and 
msdom,  and  jealons  patriotism ;  after  varied 
and  chequered  scenes  of  private  and  pnblio  life, 
under  a  destiny  adverse  onl7  so  far  as  it  was 
ftdl  of  dangers,  in  gomes  not  Olympic,  in  con^ 
tests  not  heroic,  we  find  him  in  the  midst  of 
his  conntry's  second  troubles  a  citizen  soldier, 
a  mqjor-general  of  the  anm  ot  the  republic. 

He  "  was  ambitiooB  of  fime ;  and  as  long  as 
mankind  shall  continue  to  bestow  more  liberal 
applause  on  their  destroyers  than  on  their  ben- 
efactors, the  thirst  of  military  glory  will  ever 
be  the  vice  of  the  most  exaltea  characters." 
A  bold,  eaergctic,  and  dauntless  commander, 
he  carried  conqueist,  in  spite  of  all  dangers  and 
difficulties,  into  the  wilderness,  of  the  savage 
tribes  of  the  Southern  frontier ;  was  the  daring 
but  successful  and  justified  invader  of  a  neutral 
territory,  and  finally  "  filled  the  measure  of  his 
coontry'a  dory  "  in  defence  of  Orleans,  where 
he  assumed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  martial  law, 
the  judge  advocate  of  men's  allegiance — where 
he  conqoered  the  conquerors  m  Kapoleon— 
where  he  professed  and  practised  sabnusrion  to 
tho  civil  authority,  and  where  he  acqaired  tbe 
title  of  Hero.  And  there  was  created,  I  will 
say,  "  a  dear-bought  debt  of  gratitude  "  from 
his  country. 

"Hiul,  second  Saviour  I"  was  shouted  from 
the  lips  of  every  gratefol  heart,  and  echoed 
from  every  hill  and  volley ;  his  name  was  em- 
blazoned Ugh  on  the  rolls  of  imperishable  mil- 
itary fam&and  peace  was  quick  to  hallow  bis 
victory.  With  peace  his  warlike  occupationfl 
were  gone,  but  civil  honors  were  diowered 
and  thickened  around  him.  From  the  camp  he 
rosotoaseat  in  the  8auit«  chambet^ fin  then 
the  Senate  ehamber  was  higher  Uma.  tb.9  oamp. 
He  bore^  or  seemed  to  bur,  hit  Bcmon  patent- 
ly; bat  oQ  that  had  been  done  or  ooold  be 
done,  it  seemed,  was  not  enough  for  him,  in 
the  estimation  of  a  generous  people.  He  was 
nominated  fat  the  first  place  on  earth— 4h6 
presidency  of  these  nnitea,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent States  of  Amenoa;  for  then  these 
States  were  united,  sovereign,  end  independent. 
Civilians  and  statesmen,  of  proudest  names  and 
stations,  were  bis  competitors;  but  he  was  the 
people's  candidate,  agamst  men  in  office,  against 
the  powers  that  «ere,  f^ainst  their  intngues, 
th^r  patrraiage,  and  their  caucuses;  and  in 
etmmderatioa  thereof  and  of  his  just  appella- 
tion of  Hero,  be  was  most  popular  and  atnniMst 
in  the  plon^ty  of  votes.  He  was  defeated — 
defeated  here,-'  in  this  hall,  in  the  House  of 
Kepresentatlves,  by  men  such  as  ve  are — and 
what  we,  Ihe  representatives  of  the  people, 
ore,  I  will  not  name — ^by  means  I  will  not  de- 
scribe. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  manner 
of  his  defeat  was  not  only  enough  to  insure  his 
rabseqnent  triumph,  but  to  rivet  him  immov- 
ably, right  or  wrong,  in  the  hearts  of  his  coun- 
trymen forever.  He  became  the  champion  of 
popular  ri^ilB  and  the  elective  frvnddoe,  againift  | 
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office-holders  and  office-seekers — ^the  favorite 
pet  of  the  people,  who  was  to  soourge  bribery 
and  corruption,  whose  name  was  to  be  terror 
to  all  evil-doers,  whose  policy  was  to  be  re- 
trenchment and  reform,  by  whom  the  independ- 
ence of  Congress  of  executive  patronage  was 
to  be  m^tained,  by  whom  that  patronage  was 
to  he  cnrtuled  to  hannlessness,  and  in  whom 
"  the  line  of  safe  precedents  "  was  to  be  broken 
and  destinyed.  He  was  swept  and  rushed 
done  on  the  roaring  tide  of  an  overwhelming 
popmari^  high  up  into  office,  on  tiie  second 
flood,  and  that  popularity  has  never  deserted 
him — no  fickleness  in  it,  it  has  never  retired  for 
a  moment ;  notwithstanding  strong  winds  whidh 
have  blown  feam  every  pomt  of  the  compass, 
and  opposing  currents  in  every  direction,  it  has 
continued  to  swell  and  swell,  until  it  has  be- 
come a  fiood — I  will  not  say  which  threatens 
the  dry  land.  He  came  into  power  professing 
and  proclainuDg  the  most  severe,  aye,  stoicu 
democratic  principles ;  the  people  confided  in 
him,  were  bound  to  him  the  closer,  and  have 
never  wavered  yet  in  their  confidence— I  will 
not  aqr,  though  he  has  tried  it  to  the  ntter- 
moBt  unfortunately  for  him,  when  he  was 
crowned  with  the  rewM^  of  his  military  ser^ 
vices,  and  was  inducted  into  office,  he  not  only 
found  "  competitors  to  be  removed,  enemies  to 
be  punished,^*  but  be  was  beset  by  niends  from 
whom  he  should  have  put  np  prayers  to  be 
saved.  I  will  not  say  that  he  was  lacking  in 
those  magnanimons  qualifications  of  a  truly 
great  man,  which  alone  could  rid  him  and 
guard  him  from  these  misfortunes — for  man, 
poor  feeble  man,  is  weak  under  the  roost  ordi- 
nary temptations,  and  his  virtae  must  be  strong 
who  prendea  in  a  palace — ^bnt  misfortonea  th^ 
were. 

So  it  was,  he  was  buoyed  up  in  the  affections 
of  the  sovereign  peo^e.  Has  he  done  wrong  t 
He  was  popular.  Has  he  done  worse  than 
wrong  f  He  was  popular,  and  he  was  the 
President  who  could  do  no  wrong,  in  whom 
popularity  was  joined  with  power  and  patron- 
age. Has  rutmess  proscription  for  opinion's 
sake  tnmed  faithM  public  servants  oat  of  their 
employment,  and  snatched  from  the  months  of 
their  families  their  bread  ?  We  are  told  the  Pres- 
ident ordered  the  removals,  and  the  people  had 
sanctioned  proscription  t  Has  favoritism  filled 
the  vacandes  which  proscription  has  made  with 
the  servile  tools  of  party,  to  do  the  bidding  at 
power  I  Ve  are  told  that  the  Frerident  htA 
need  ot  his  own  flrioida,  and  tliat  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  nuudm,  "  that  to  the  no- 
tors  belong  the  spoils! "  Havethehl^est  and 
richest  offices,  worth  more  than  half  of  a  mil- 
lion, been  bestowed  as  rewards  upon  members 
of  Congress,  and  has  "  corruption  become  the 
order  of  the  day  t "  We  are  told  that  the  Pres- 
ident was  the  best  Judge  of  the  selection  of 
high  functionaries,  and  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  the  "  order  of  the  day  t  "  As  "  till 
the  reign  of  Sevems,  the  virtue  and  even  the 
good  sense  of  the  En^eron  had  been  distlih- 
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gaisbed  hj  their  zeal  or  affected  reverence  for 
we  Roman  Senate,  and  by  a  tender  r^ard  to 
the  nice  frame  of  <avil  policy  institnted  by  An- 
gostos,"  BO  had  the  virtue  and  even  the  good 
sense  of  preoediug  Preeidenta,  till  the  reign 
<tf  Jaidmw  JaokKiii,  bew  distingiuahed  hj  their 
ml  and  reverence  for  the  American  Senate, 
and  l»y  a  tender  regard  for  the  nice  frame  ot 
oirU  potior  Institnted  by  the  fathers  of  oar  re- 
pblie  I  Had  "  his  yoath,"  like  that  of  Sevems, 
"been  truned  in  the  im{dicit  obedience  of 
camps,  and  his  riper  yean  spent  in  the  despo- 
tism of  military  command  1  coold  not  his 
haughty  and  inflexible  spirit  discover,  or  wonld 
he  not  acknowledge,  the  advantage  of  preserv- 
ing an  intermediate  power,  however  imaginary, 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  army  ? "  As  in 
the  reign  of  BeTems,  was  *'  the  Senate  filled 
with  polished  and  eloqaent  slaves  from  the  east- 
ern (and  I  may  add  sonthem)  provinces,  who 
jnatified  petsonil  flattery  by  qwcolative  jniDCi- 
plea  of  Bervitode  V  **  Have  the  lawyers  of  hia 
r^gn,  whan  I  will  not  call  Papinians  or  Paol- 
OMS,  or  UlpiaoB.  "  ooncurr©d  in  teaching  that 
the  imperial  aathority  was  held  not  by  the  del- 
egated oraimisdon,  bnt  by  the  irrevocable  res- 
ignation of  the  Senate  ?  and  that  the  Emperor 
might  destroy  vested  rights  and  the  inconwra- 
tions  of  law  by  his  tie  vote  t "  We  are  told  that 
the  aristocratic  Senate  had  dared  to  o£fend  the 
majesty  of  tihe  President,  and  that  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  word  "  expunge  I  "  Has 
the  independenoe  of  Congress  been  totally  de- 
stroyed by  cormpt  bribes  and  the  power  Ot  ap- 
pointing members  to  office?  Ve  are  told  that 
ue  repreMntativei  of  the  pec^le  are  adeeted 
to  do  the  will  <rf  the  Prerident,  and  that  the 
people  have  sanctioned  the  creed  that  there  can 
be  DO  treason  to  the  00  on  try  so  long  as  there  is 
fideUtrto"thepar^."  Baa theFreaideDt"a8- 
Bomed  tiie  responsibility,"  seized  the  custody 
and  the  control  of  the  public  money,  in  defiance 
of  all  law  and  precedent,  and  placed  them  in 
the  hands  of  a  traitor  and  a  peijured  knave  1 
"We  are  told  that  the  monster  bank  was  his  en- 
emy, and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the 
nnion  of  the  purse  and  sword.'*  Has  he  as- 
sumed to  hunseu  judicifd  powers,  and  the  pre- 
n^ative  to  administer  the  laws  and  the  consti- 
tution according  to  his  own  inteipretation  and 
his  own  irreaMHudUe  wiUV  We  are  tdd  that 
the  Frendent'a  oonsdenoe  alone  is  oonoemed 
In  their  execution,  and  that  the  peoi^e  have 
aanotioned  in  him  the  power  of  imperial  magis- 
trate;, Ai  imperial  magistrate,  has  he  "as- 
aomed  the  oonduct  and  style  of  soverd^  and 
conqueror,  and  exercised,  without  disguise,  jthe 
whole  legislative  as  well  as  executive  power  !  " 
We  are  told  that  the  President  is  "  the  Govern- 
ment," and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the 

Eretension  that  all  offices  and  their  powers  are 
is  I  Have  the  expenditnres  of  his  administra- 
tion increased  and  grown  enormously  beyond 
an  examine,  to  tiUr^-eig^t  nuUions  fttnn  fifteen 
mOIicmiLWiiQiont  a  cent  <^ pnUio  debt  to  be 
paid!  We  are  told  that  the  TnAAmX  is  the 
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best  J  udse  of  tiie  wonts  of  the  country,  and  that 
the  peo^e  have  sanctioned  wasteful  and  profli- 
gate extravagance  I  Have  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  been  expended  on  east 
rooms,  and  gravel  walks,  and  all  the  regalia  of 
apalaoe^  in  xaot,  fbr  a  republican oflBcer  m  formt 
We  are  told  that  tiie  Freddait*a  court  should 
.V  as  aplen^d  as  any  EiAg's,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple have  aanotioned  royalty  1  Has  the  palnn- 
age  of  the  Federal  Government  been  tremen- 
dously increased,  and  exerted  in  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  elections  t  We  are  told  that  the 
reign  of  the  President  should  be  perpetuated, 
and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  tne  inter- 
ference of  offloe-holders  with  the  elective  fran- 
chise I  Has  the  currency  of  the  country  been 
totally  deranged,  and  is  tiicre  danger  of  a  uni- 
versal crash  m  trade  and  finance  ?  We  are  told 
that  the  President's  golden  experiment  must  bo 
fiiUy  tested  to  our  hearts'  contract,  and  that  the 
people  have  8an<^oned  the  "  inverted  pyranud  " 
of  local  hank  p^r  rags,  whidi  thrwtens  to 
totter  over  our  heads  I  Has  "  the  fine  theory 
of  a  republic  insenubly  vanished,  and  made 
way  for  the  more  natural  and  substantial  fod- 
inga  of  a  monarchy  ?  "  We  are  told  that  the 
President  may  be  a  king  by  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  the  people  have  already  consented 
to  the  change  I  Has  the  President  been  *'  freed 
from  the  restraint  of  civil  laws?  can  he  com- 
mand by  his  arbitrary  wiU  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  his  subjects,  and,"  finally,  "has  he  dis- 
posed of  the  empire,  as  of  his  private  patri- 
mony," by  nominating  and  electing  his  succes- 
sor? We  are  told  that  the  President  was  enti- 
tled to  bis  right  of  election  as  well  as  other 
men,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  and 
submitted  to  his  dictation  I 

Sir,  let  roe  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  no 
one  infer  that  I  am  indulging  in  any  tirade 
agUDst  the  Freaident,  or  that  I  am  venting  any 
spleen  whatever.  No,  sir ;  no.  Par,  &r  be  it 
from  me  now,  now  when  it  is  too  late,  If  ever 
it  was  right  and  proper,  to  indulge  in  stronger 
invective  agi^nst  a  Chief  Ma^strate  than  truth 
and  patriotism  required.  He  of  whom  I  speak 
is,  I  deeply  regret,  now  lying  on  the  couch  of 
human  suffering,  the  last,  I  fear,  teem  what  I 
am  told,  of  lus  au£forin«  in  this  wwld  of  sor- 
row. I  too  have  servw  him  with  more  than 
half  the  xeal  I  ever  served  a  more  omnipotent 
mastw.  He  viH,  if  he  lives,  soon  retire  teem. 
the  palace  of  power,  and  resign  all  the  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  state  and  station  into  other 
hands,  which  are  to  reign  after  him.  God 
grant,  rir,  that  his  retirement  may  be  that 
peaceful  and  calm  and  blessed  retir«nent  from, 
the  harassing  cares  of  office,  which  belongs  to 
wisdom,  virtue,  and  the  consoionsneBs  of  being 
a  public  benefactor — such  as  was  illustrated  ia 
tiie  examples  of  a  Washington  and  a  Madison. 
My  prayer  fervently  is,  that  he  may  yet  live 
long  at  his  beloved  Hermitage,  in  the  holv 
retreat  of  his  own  private  sanotoary,  and  apoKl 
the  dedine  (rf  hia  ds^  in  solonn  reflecoons 
Dpm  the  0oenM  and  eveatB  vi  a  long  lift|  most 
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acUTely  spent  in  deeds  big  with  the  &te  of  a 
eoontry  he  has  defended,  and  of  its  institnti<Hia 
"baUowed  hf  die  wisdmn  of  aagee,  and  conse- 
crated by  tiie  blood  q£  heroes."  Hay  he  live 
loDg  to  TitnesB  the  effects  of  his  errors,  if 
errors  he  has  committed,  to  aclLnowledge  and 
repent  of  them,  and  in  like  manner  to  eiyoy 
the  blesnngs  of  his  administration,  if  of  any 
blessings  it  has  been  fruitftd.  Ko,  sir  ;  my 
meaning  is  not  now  to  condemn  the  Preudent, 
bat  to  defend  tiie  people.  This  is  the  sole 
objeot  of  the  questions  I  have  pat.  I  do  not 
mean  to  accnse  the  President  of  all  these 
eoormities  against  civil  liberty,  of  which  I  have 
asked— is  he  goilty  ?  Sot  do  I  ^mit,  if  he  is 
guilty  of  them,  that  the  people  have  sanctioned 
all  or  ai^  wluoh  I  have  enumerated.  Bat,  sir, 
I  merely  state  the  fact,  that  the  party  who 
diaim  to  hdH  him  in  keeping,  and  to  hold  on 
to  his  power  after  him,  claim  and  tell  ua  that 
the  people  have  yielded  everir  ttung  worth 
preserving,  and  have  sanotionea  all  these  enor- 
mities, and  more,  and  worse.  "VHiat  their 
object  may  be  in  admitting  these  encroaoh- 
meots,  and  in  daimiog  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  and  approved  them,  I  know  not, 
nnless  they  mean  hereafter  to  rely  upon  most 
"  unsafe  precedents  I  "  The  fitot  is  alarmin^y 
so,  thai  these  olwns  are  now  set  np,  going  ao 
£ar  as  to  asperse  tbe  people  whom  tbey  affect  ao 
much  to  reverence  with  i^iffoving  and  sanctira- 
ing  prosoription,  oorraptHm,  armtnry  power, 
the  deatraddom  of  the  cheeks  and  buances  of 
the  Oovemmoit,  profligate  extravagance  in  its 
administration,  exeoaOTe  diotatiui,  royalty 
itself^  and  a  oaaoas  saccession  in  an  elective 
monarchy  1  In  advance,  I  warn  them  that  I 
now  deny  the  fact  that  the  people  have  sanc- 
tioned or  approved  of  any  sach  unpardonable 
uns  agfunst  them  for  their  only  bulwarks  of 
safety.  If  this  people  have  yielded  already 
what  "  the  party "  claim,  they  would  have 
yielded  all  for  wluch  their  fathers  fought ;  and 
those  fathers  would  rise,  if  the  mi^ty  dead 
ooiild  rise,  from  their  very  graves  to  reproach 
their  debased  degeaeraoy,  and  their  (srael  in- 
Jostioa^  alike  to  tbem  and  all  miBterity. 

I  have  done  no  wrong  to  Jackson,  then,  as 
all  candid  minds  will  bear  me  witness ;  I  have 
given  him  credit  for  *' every  captiTe  he  has 
brooght  to  Borne."  At  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  he  has  not  committed  many 
grievoas  errors.  For  tdbhj  of  them  I  can  well 
aecomit,  though  I  cannot  pardon.  We  are 
taught  in  history  that  "suspicious  princes 
often  promote  the  last  of  mankind,  irom  a 
vain  persuanon  that  those  who  have  no  de- 
pendence, except  on  their  &vor,  will  have  no 
attachment,  except  to  the  person  of  their  bene- 
&otor.*'  Thus  were  the  Perenoises  and  Clean- 
dera  prompted  by  a  Commodns:  and  sooh 
ministers  were  well  qualified  to  dtive  from  the 
esteem  of  sadi  a  prinoe  the  ^  fbithfol  counsel- 
lors to  whom  a  Marcus  had  recommended  his 
■on  " — the  one  "  a  servile  and  ambitious  minis- 
tari  wko  Iwd  obtained  his  post  by  the  mnrder 
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of  his  predecessor,  but  who  possessed  a  oon- 
uderable  share  of  vigor  and  ability ; "  the  other 
'*  was  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  of  a  nation  over 
whose  stubborn  but  servile  temper  blows  on^ 
ooold  prevail.  Bo  bad  been  smt  from  his  na^ 
tive  country  to  Borne  in  the  c^>aoity  of  a  dare. 
As  a  slave  he  entered  the  unperial  palace, 
rendered  himself  useM  to  his  master's  passions, 
and  rapidly  ascmded  to  the  most  exalted  sta- 
tion which  a  subject  ooald  ei^oy.  Hia  influence 
over  the  mind  of  Oommodua  was  much  greater 
than  that  of  his  predecessor.  Avarice  was  the 
reigning  passioa  of  his  soul,  and  the  great  prln- 
oiple  of  his  administratiou.  The  rai^  of  con- 
sul, of  patridan,  of  senator,  was  exposed  to 
pablic  Bue.  In  the  Incrative  provincial  employ- 
ments the  minister  shared  with  the  goromw 
the  spoils  of  &o  people.  The  exeootioii  cf  the 
laws  was  venal  and  arbitrary." 

Is  it  astonishing  that,  with  ministers  like 
those  of  Oommodus,  tempted  as  they  were  1^ 
the  public  money  in  deposit,  and  by  the  rast 
public  domain  o!  this  nation,  stretdiing  over 
rivers  and  lakes,  and  prairies  of  nnbonnded 
extent  and  inexhaustible  fertility,  Jackson  4^ 
duped,  and  the  pablic  deposits  were  removed 
within  reach  of  Perennis  and  Oleander! 
Again,  sir,  an  incident  in  the  history  of  this 
same  emperor,  very  similar  to  the  one  in  the 
history  m  oor  own  Preddent,  aocouota  for  his 
hostility  to  the  Boman  Senate :  One  e  vrain^^ 
as  the  Umperor  was  returning  to  the  palaoe 
through  a  dark  and  narrow  portico  in  the  aio- 
phitheatre,  an  assasdn,  who  wdted  his  passage, 
roshed  upon  him  with  a  drawn  sword,  louoly 
exclaiming,  '  The  Senate  sei^  you  this.'  The 
conspiracy  was  proved  to  have  been  formed  not 
in  the  Senate,  but  within  the  walls  of  the  pal- 
ace." Bat  "  the  words  of  the  assassin  snnk 
deep  into  the  mind  of  Oommodus,  and  left  an 
inddible  impression  of  feex  and  hatred  agdnst 
the  whole  body  of  the  Senate.  The  Delators, 
a  race  of  men  discoaraged,  and  ahnost  extin- 
guished under  the  former  reigns,  again  became 
formidable  as  soon  as  thOT  duoovered  that  the 
Emperor  was  desirons  (blinding  disaffection  and 
treason  in  the  Senate."  Sir,  we  all  know  that 
in  the  snapping  of  a  percnadon  oap  tbe  Pvesb- 
dent  heurd  distinctly  the  words,  "  The  Senate 
sends  you  this  " — that  that  detestable  raoe  <tf 
men  (ulled  Delators  were  ready  to  swear  that 
the  conspiracy  was  formed  in  the  Senate ;  and, 
if  there  was  not  a  better  reason,  perhaps  to  the 
act  of  a  madman  now  confined  in  prison  mi^t 
be  ascribed  the  President's  past  hoetility  to  the 
Senate.  But  t^ere  is  a  better  reason.  "By 
declaring  themselves  the  protectors  ot  the  peo- 
ple, Manns  and  OESsar  sabverted  the  oonstitn- 
tion  of  their  country."  And,  perhaps,,  in  the 
histories  oi  Uarina  and  Osssar,  one  modmL 
Oleanders  learned  that  an  '*hnmble  and  dis- 
armed "  Senate  is  always  "  found  a  tractable 
and  asefol  inatmment  of  dominion." 

In  a  oertdn  event,  if  the  eleetion-  of  Pred- 
dent  had  fuled  in  tiiis  House,  an  ^  humbled 
and  diaanned  Senate  "might  ham  been  ibond 
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— a  **  tractable  and  useful  InBtnunent,"  indeed,  to 
elect  an  Elagabalaa,  nnder  whom  another 
Eierodes  roigut  have  eqjo^ed  the  honor  of 
beli^  "  empreea,  hnsband ;  "  and  nnder  whom 

a  dancer  might  have  been  made  preefeot  of  Uie 
tUtf,  a  charioteer  profeot  of  the  wateh,  a  barber 
pnefeot  of  tiie  proTiriona,"  and  all  "leoom- 
mended  aa  fit  of&isen-'^iurmUate  oum&ro- 
fwn/"  8ir,  I  might  ennmerate  nnmberieSB 
■aoh  exaues  for  namberless  aach  errors  of  the 
Prerident,  or  rather  of  the  FreaidenVn  minis- 
tera.  But  enongh  haa  been  said ;  and  I  mean 
ntft  to  condemn  or  accose  him,  I  repeat,  bnt  to 
defend  the  people,  whom  "  the  party  "  aconae 
and  o(Hidemn. 

If  it  be  tme,  aa  we  are  told,  and  I  do  not  eaj 
it  la  not  trne,  that  the  Preddent  haa  made  and 
unmade  men  in  o£Bce,  haa  proscribed  the  faith- 
fa\  has  corrapted  the  pnre,  has  hnmbled  and 
disarmed  the  Senate,  has  made  the  Honse  of 
B^weaentatiTea  serrfle  and  dependent,  has 
adxed  and  aqnandered  tlie  public  monejr,  has 
deranged  the  corrency  and  endangered  erwj 

X^a  estate,  has  eontroUed  electiona,  has  as- 
sd  rojal  prerogatiTes,  made  himself  a  king 
and  a  king  his  snocessor ;  and  if  it  be  also  true, 
whioh  I  utterly  deny,  ihat  the  people  have 
sanctioned  all  this  exercise  of  absolute  power, 
I  a^  gentlemen  of  all  parties,  those  even  who 
dwm  to  be  the  exclusive  keepers  of  the  king's 
oonsdenoe,  if  this  does  not  prove  one  virtue — 
the  virtne  of  constancy,  at  least,  in  the  people? 
Have  they  not  been  constant  and  confiding 
beyond  measure  in  their  attachment  to  him  ? 
Haa  th^  fault  not  been  in  too  much  confi- 
dence and  constancy  f 

If  what  they  say  be  true,  and  it  la  a  mi^ 
argument  wiUi  them,  that  "  the  voice  of  the 
pemle  ia  the  Toice  of  God ; "  that  whatever 
Jaokam  has  done  tl«y  have  aanctioned ;  that 
he  i^e,  and  they  wUled  it ;  that  he  vetoed, 
and  they  voted  with  him ;  that  he  dictated, 
and  they  obeyed;  is  this  not  proof  positive 
that  their  affeotiona  and  their  voices  have  ever 
nstained,  have  ever  animated,  have  ever  in- 
dnlfed,  have  ever  Jnstafied  and  exonsed  him  I 
8aon  unexampled  confldenoe,  snoh  unexampled 
constancy,  such  unexampled  attachment  and 
afilsctioD,  were  never  witnessed  before  in  any 
people  towards  any  mler ;  and  I  put  it  to  the 
canaor  and  sense  of  jastice  of  all  men  to  say, 
vhether  what  the  pe(^Ie  have  yielded  to  their 
&v<»ite  has  not  been  more,  trebly  more,  than 
reward  enongh  for  all  his  services  and  satvifioes, 
however  great  ?  Admitting  the  debt  of  ttieir 
gratitude  to  him  to  have  been  ever  so  great,  I 
ask  if  the  debt  has  not  been  more  than  paid  t 
Whether  the  President  does  not  now  owe  more 
than  he  can  ever  pay  to  a  ^nerons  people,  who 
have  confidinely,  to  a  criminal  degree,  intnuted 
him  with  their  all — their  honors,  their  rights, 
th^  liberties,  their  sovereign  power?  Sir, 
what  can  one  aged  man,  float  hnrrying  to  the 
grave,  to  a  people  la  conrideraoMi  of  what 
an  the  tottaaorea  of  eartli,  and  all  the  Uood  trf 
them  and  th^  ohildraUi      not  boy  I  Noth- 


ing t  Nothing  I  Tes,  yea,  tbere  is  one  boon, 
one  sacred  legacy,  of  inestimable  valne,  which, 
in  parting  from  them  and  the  world,  he  qiight 
have  left  them.  He  might  have  left  them  the 
legacy  of  a  patriot's  advice.  He  might  have 
left  tbem  the  truth,  and  solemnly  imprinted  it 
upon  thehr  minds  and  memories  forever,  that 
"  they  had  tmsted  him  too  much,"  and  his  ad- 
vice to  them,  "  never,  never  in  th^  MstOTy,  to 
trust  another  man  as  they  had  tmsted  Itim ;  " 
and  he  might  have  returned  to  them  their  trust, 
and  have  restored  them  to  their  senses.  Thia 
and  this  only,  would  have  repaid  them,  u 
wonld  have  rest(wed  to  them  what  haa  been 
taken  from  them,  whioh  alone  can  compensate 
for  itself. 

The  last  Hess^  of  such  a  President  to  such 
a  people  ahonld  have  been  the  ^  farewell  of  a 
fi^er  to  his  ohOdren.   It  should  have  been 

a in  wisdom,  profound  in  its  philosophy, 
iw«6i  in  ita  lesaons  of  virtne,  calm  in  its 
tone  and  Uaupvt  of  reason,  eloquent  in  its  ap- 
peals, snUime  in  Its  moral  and  paai^MiatiB  omy 
in  ita  ftrvent  afEbctinu  It  ahcmld  have  been 
the  legatT  of  Angnstaa  to  his  ancoesson^  the 
"  forewelf  "  addreea  of  Washington  to  his  ooon- 
trymenl 

But  this  is  the  last  annual  Message  of  Andrew 
Jackson  I  I  would,  for  him  and  his  country, 
that  it  was  any  thing  but  what  it  is.  And  why 
is  it  what  it  is  ?  Gentlemen  wUl  pardon  me~^ 
I  mean  nothing  disrespectful  to  the  Prendent — 
when  I  say  they  know*  it  is  due  to  candor  and 
truth  to  say — ^it  Is  what  it  is,  becanse  it  is  not 
the  Message  at  all  of  Andrew  Jackson  t  Th^ 
know  tha^  immediately  upon  the  acUounmient 
oi  the  last  aesrion  of  Oongresa,  the  Frerident 
and  his  prime  ministers  were  dispersed  from 
Aeir  duties  at  the  seat  of  Oovemment,  and 
Ax>m  the  cares  of  public  bnainess,  on  their 
respective  missions  to  the  States  of  this  Union. 
He  of  State  bore  despatches  to  Georgia,  and 
"the  Old  Chief  himself"  was  tagged  along 
through  WestemVirginia,  over 

"Batsudridfei, 
Andbridra 

to  Temussae  and  Alabama.  It  is  a  fiij.  sir, 
that  more  at  the  people  had  not  witnessM  the 
executive  eleetitmeenng  tour:  for  then,  per- 
haps, more  of  the  States  would  have  followed 
the  example  of  Geoi^a  and  Tennessee,  neither 
of  which  could  be  sMuced  or  intimidated  into 
tiie  sapport  of  "  the  man  " — a  Tennessee  toast 
sfud,  the  dog" —  aa  well  as  "  the  master."  I 
am  told  that  they  carried  him  about  like  a  lion 
for  diow,  and  made  him  roar  like  a  lion.  They 
had  catechisms  prepared  for  him,  and  then^o- 
tiations  of  the  mission  were  conducted  by  pre- 
concerted questions  and  answers.  A  crowd 
would  collect— on  the  highway  or  in  the  bar- 
rooms, no  matter  which — and  aome  "village 
pcUtidan"  of  "the  party"  woold  inquire— 
"  What  think  yon,  QeneriO,  d  snoh  a  man?  " 
In  aloud  tone,  much  too  stantorian  ix  those 
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InngB  Thieh  are  now  lacerated,  the  answer 
rang—''  He  is  a  traitor,  sir."  «  There,  there  1 " 
repeated  the  demacogaes  to  the  crowd — "  did 
yon  not  hear  that!  "  "  What  think  you  of 
another,  General  ? "  "  He  is  a  liar,  sir  I  " 
«  What  of  another  !  "  "  He  fc  a  blaok-oockade 
federalist  I  "  Of  another  f  "  He  made  a 
n>eeoh  for  which  he  paid  some  stenographer 
five  dollars  t  "  And  another  was — "  Of  no  ao- 
coont— DO  aoooon^  ri^,  and  oo^ht  to  he  sent 
hnne  to  have  his  idaoe  sapplted  by  a  more 
efiBdent  man ; "  and  aaotlier  was-— "  IJpon  the 
ftnoe,  sir — upon  the  fence  1 "  "  Bat,  General, 
-what  think  yon  of— Mr.  (the  first  time  Beaben 
was  ever  called  mister  t)  Renhen  M.  Whitney  ?  " 
"  There  is  no  Just  cause  of  oomplaint  against 
Hr.  Whitney,  sir;  he  is  as  true  a  patriot  as 
ever  was ;  fJiey  are  all  liars  who  accuse  him  of 
aught  wrong,  and  the  officlfd  documents  prove 
tiiem  to  be  so  I "  All  the  while  these  re- 
spoiues  were  repeated  by  the  deacons  of  the 
eervice,  and  the  people  were  called  to  give  heed 
to  them.  Those  wno  saw  the  ^aroe  and  the 
frauds  ^d  heed  them,  sir — did  heed  them. 

}ij  frimd  (Mr.  Pinrar)  told  them  that  iher 
womd  kill  htm ;  that  there  was  'too  mxum 
travd  and  &tigue;  too  maoh  standing  and 
talking ;  too  mac&  Irastle  and  excitement  for  a 
weak  and  infirm  old  man  to  bear.  Bat  still 
they  showed  him  about,  in  the  heat  of  summer, 
and  still  they  made  him  roar,  until  he  frighten- 
ed the  people,  who  at  last  began  to  apprehend 
he  was  a  lion  come  to  devoor  their  freedom  of 
elections,  and  all  else  tiiey  valued  as  dear.  De- 
feated in  his  mission,  he  at  length  became  dis- 
gusted himself^  chagrined  and  mortified.  He 
returned  to  Washington  through  Ohio,  and)  by 
the  Guyandotte  route,  through  Yir^pnia  again, 
and  has  been  siok  and  disabl&a  evw  since.  The 
km  of  Tennessee^  particniarly  tiie  Hermitage, 
excoted  him  stiH  mcffe,  and  this  renewed  ex- 
citement may  have  caosed  that  hemorrhage  at 
the  InDRS  wnioh  has  been  pooring  out  the  car- 
rent  of  his  life.  At  no  moment  nnce  his  return 
has  he  been  able  to  write  or  dictate  a  message. 
There  he  has  been  lying,  as  it  were,  a  dead  lion, 
who  could  not  even  "shake  the  dew  drt^fixna 
his  mane ; "  and  his  coach  of  infirmity  lii^  been 
haunted  by  the  Perennises  and  Oleanders  of 
his  palace  as  by  vampyres.  In  their  hands  has 
he  follen ;  and  it  is  because  this  "  last  annual 
Hessage"  comes  to  us  and  the  country  reeking 
with  the  f^ea  of  the  kitchen  cabinet  that  it  is 
what  it  is  I 

What  is  itt  -  The  worst  as  veil  as  the  last 
annual  Ifossaga  which  Andrew  Jackson  even 
ever  wrote— I  had  like  to  lutve  said,  ever  sent 
to  boft  Houses  of  Oongress.  Its  vanity  and 
egotism — ^tts  profane  hypocrisy  and  solemn 
mockery  of  the  good  man's  suf^lio^ons  to  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe— its  sophistical 
nonsense,  showing  its  duplicity  to  a  fbreign 
power,  and  concealing  its  real  policy  from  our- 
selves— its  low,  ad  eaptaatdum  arguments,  ad- 
dressed to  all  uie  prejudices  of  Iterance  uid 
pawion,  to  justi^  the  most  ahimnlBwi  attacks 
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upon  the  cnrrenoy  tor  the  vile  purposes  of 
licensed  depredators  on  the  public  lands—its 

?>laring  falsehoods  as  to  the  most  important 
acts  of  trades  oarrenoy,  banks  of  dep(mt,  and 
finance — ^its  electioneering,  contlnaally  harping 
upon  an  institution  dead  in  fact,  and  thrice 
wounded  mnce  dead — Its  oft-repeated  homily 
against  one  good  bank,  and  its  unblushing  re- 
commendation, in  the  same  breath,  of  nearly 
half  one  hundred  bad  and  irresponsible  banks 
— ^its  dlsengennons  attempts  to  reconcile  faring 
inconsiBtendes  of  the  Pnddent  on  the  d^>osit 
and  distrihAtltm  measnrefr— its  pitifiil  apoIt^ieB 
for  the  disgrace  of  our  arms  by  Osceola— its 
bold  recommendation  of  an  in<»'ease  of  the 
standing  army — ^its  unjust  attempt  to  cast  cen- 
sure, due  to  tiie  errors  and  blunders  of  the  ad- 
ministration itself  upon  the  shoulders  of  an 
innocent  State  officer,  and  then  calling  for  an 
appropriation  to  repdr  these  same  errors,  which 
it  says  are  not  those  of  this  Government — ^its 
false  claim  of  a  national  j>olley,  founded  in 
homonity  towards  Ae  Indians — Its  reiterated 
JeeaiticiU  recommendation  of  an  amendment  of 
the  cmistitntion  as  to  1^  eleoticm  of  Predden^ 
which  was  nevermeant  to  be  carried  into  efltet 
by  *'  the  par^,"  or  to  be  any  thing  more  than 
a  topic  with  which  to  prejudice  the  people's  , 
minds  agdnst  an  dectim  l^  the  House — its 
impudent  boast  of  the  intelligence  and  patriot 
i^  of  the  successor,  whom  executive  patron- 
age and  dictation  have  succeeded  in  electing — 
its  shallow  poUtical  economy — ^its  dem^oguism 
— its  arts  of  vile  deception  and  humbnggery— 
its  rwikling  venom  of  party  spirit— its  miser- 
able rhetoric,  dnking  below  criticism — its 
grovelling  mcn-al  sentiment — ^ite  totd  want  of 
all  -sage  counsd  or  advice,  and  of  all  pathos  and 
feeling — are  all  equalled  only  by  its  ntlse  certi- 
floate  in  chief  to  "  the  piosperooa  condition  d 
all  the  various  exeoolive  droartmenta,"  to  " 
ablUty  and  integrttv^  with  whidi  they  have 
been  conducted,  and  to  the  &ot  of  the  Pred- 
dent^s  belief  *'  that  there  is  no  Just  cause  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  th^  have  mlfllled  the  objects  of  their 
creation  I" 

Now,  sir,  oompldnts  have  been  loudly  made 
from  vtffious  qaartersj  in  this  House  and  by 
llie  press,  by  responsible  persons,  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  most  of  the  executive  departments, 
and  as  to  the  want  of  ability  and  integrity 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted ;  and  ia- 
vestigations  by  us  of  the  truth  or  falsehood, 
Justice  or  ii^ustice,  of  these  complaints,  have 
heretofore  been  dog^^^  and  repeatedly  refus- 
ed. "  The  party  "  were  content  with  the  mere 
affirmation  oy  uie  Fnddent  to  the  crowd  of 
their  innocence  and  purity,  when  he  knew  no 
more  about  their  guilt  than  he  knew  of  the 
facts  of  a  oertfun  event  in  this  Oapitol  last 
winter,  of  which  you  and  -I,  Hi.  Ohairman, 
knew  all,  and  more  than  we  wanted  to  know ; 
about  which,  if  the  Tennessee  papers  are  to  be 
bdieved,  the  Preddent  has  ^ven  another  cer- 
tifioate,  though  he  was  num  than  a  mile  otC, 
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and  there  were  at  least  seven  fktiiomB  of  bricks 
and  mortar  and  stone  between  him  and  the 
place  of  the  oocorroice.  They  have  made  him 
a  witneai  in  both  oasea^  where  it  was  impos- 
sible fbr  him  to  be  a  witness;  and  in  giving  his 
testdmo&jr  he  has  been  compelled  to  resort  to 
his  "  imagination  for  his  ftots."  I  oared  noth- 
ing for  the  certificates  of  the  Fretddent,  ao  long 
as  they  abided  in  the  ephemeral  form  of  heated 
partisan  declarations  along  the  pnbUo  roada,  or 
•o  long  as  they  were  read  from  the  stomp 
merely^  a  thoosand  miles  off.  Bnt,  sir,  this 
"oertincate  in  chief"  is  no  longer  a  mere  tav- 
ern ip$e  dieit  on  the  highway,  ont  it  is  to  be 
filed  in  the  archives  of  this  Qovemment,  as  a 
part  and  parcel  of  the  "  last  annnal  Message  " 
of  the  Greatest  and  Best  I  Perennis  and  Olean- 
der have  certified  to  their  own  good  behavior, 
Innocence,  and  pnritj,  have  inoorporated  their 
certificate  in  md  "last  annnal  luesage,"  and 
have  afflnd  to  it  Ihe  offidal  dgn  mannal  of 
Andrew  Jackson  I 

Is  this  oertifioate  true  f  I  pnt  it  to  gentle- 
men if  it  be  not  trne^  whetner  ii^astioe  has 
not  beoi  done  to  Andrew  Jackson,  to  those 
who  have  uttered  Jnst  complunts,  and  to  the 
pnblio  service,  by  this  aadacions  forged  self- 
acqnittal? 

Is  It  tme  or  fidse,  that  tiie  varions  executive 
departments  have  been  conducted  witii  ability 
and  integrity,  and  that  they  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition !  That  is  the  issoe.  How  is  it  to  be 
Med?  Will  gentlemen  tell  me  that  the  Fresi- 
dent  boa  tried  the  isme  already,  and  that  they 
are  content  wltit  Ua  certificate  in  form  ?  Sir, 
1  befdn  thia  aesrion  as  I  ended  tibe  last  sesdon, 
by  auing  the  oppOTtunity  and  power,  and  by 
dimming  the  right  of  an  invest^ation  by  a 
committee,  an  efficient,  able,  and  uir  commit- 
tee, with  fall  powers  to  eviscerate  the  truth. 
The  tmth  Is  all  I  de^.  I  make  no  accosa- 
tions,  no  complaints,  except  of  the  denial  of 
investigation. 

If  aU  hare  been  conducted  with  ability  and 
integrity,  the  departments  have  nothiuK  to  fear, 
and  investigation  may  do  great  good.  If  it 
does  not  find  and  expose  past  fraud  and  o<nTap- 
tion,  it  may  prevent  much  evil  hereafter,  by 
the  fsar  of  scmtiny.  I  do  sincerely,  frwn  the 
beat  of  motivea,  eamestiy  deuie  to  see  the 
doora  tji  the  Tnumry  Department,  of  t2ie  Land 
oflSoes,  the  Indian  bnrean,  and  of  other  de- 
partments and  offices,  thrown  open  to  full  and 
uir  investigation.  We  then  can  have  the  facta, 
ctf  which  to  judge  for  onrselTes,  and  on  which 
to  nuke  op  our  own  verdict.  It  is  the  dnty  of 
the  grand  inquest  to  find  or  ignara  a  bill  for  it- 
aelfl  and  of  uie  wnire  to  try  the  issue  and  find 
a  verdict  for  itself.  Ko  Judge,  much  more  no 
party,  shall  find  a  bill,  true  or  false,  or  render 
a  verdict  for  them.  Cleanse  the  Augean  stables, 
say  I ;  and  I  say  more.  The  Kamidiaa  king, 
when  he  was  carried  a  captive  to  Some,  ana 
aaw  tiw  oomptitma  of  fa^  citizens,  returned 
from  the  dt7  with  contempt^  and  stdd,  "  Give 
me  wealth,  and  I  will  buy  up  the  whole  repub- 


lic" fanny  Wright,  I  believe,  uttered  a  truth, 
that  whenever  you  see  two  men  tallung  togeth- 
er, there  are  tw.  chances  to  one  th«y  are  talk- 
ing on  one  of  three  aul^fet^s — *'  trade,  politics, 
orreli^on."  The  three  subjects  have,  sinoeahe 
wrote  the  remark,  entirely  amalgamated  into 
two.  Trade  and  politics  have  now  heocmw 
one.  Some  of  the  priests,  I  am  told,  are  offer- 
ing to  Join  the  union,  and  mamioon  is  the  god 
of  this  dsy*s  worship.  Trade,  dr,  trade  swa^ 
lows  up  every  thin^  1 

Tell  me  not  this  is  the  short  session.  Invea- 
tigation  was  refused  last  winter,  when  the  ses- 
sion was  long.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  is  an 
inauspicious  period,  perhaps,  to  expect  genUd- 
men  to  look  back  at  the  past,  or  to  paose  a 
moment  on  the  present.  I  know  that  eve^ 
eye  is  turned,  ana  every  mind  of  gentiemen  is 
Mnt  towarda  the  fiiture.  "CiHning  evnita, 
whi<^  oast  thdr  ehadowa  before,"  are  much 
more  daialing  to  their  hopes  and  fanelei  than 
punf ol  truths  <rf  the  past  or  uiepresent  are  to 
their  memories  or  their  wills.  They  know,  ur, 
that  some  of  the  swarm  of  "  conservatives " 
which  are  now  fat  and  foil  of  the  blood  of  the 
Treasury,  must  be  driven  off  for  some  of  the 
lank  and  hungry  '*  locofooo "  flies,  who  are 
voraciously  eager  to  light  upon  this  poor  bodj 
poUtic  of  ours.  All  things  may  not  become 
new,  but  there  must  be  some  changes ;  and  for 
every  change  there  will  be  a  chance  for  some 
impatient  expectant.  I  know  that  General 
Jackson  has  Wen  made  to  say,  in  this  "last 
annual  tfessag^"  "  He  that  cometh  after  me  is 
mightier  than  I ;  "  but  he  baa  not  been  made 
to  add^"  Whose  An  ia  in  hie  hand,  and  he  will 
thoroughly  pu^  hia  fioor."  Sir,  lest  he  lauj 
not  purge  his  floor,  I  wish  it  to  be  awe^  dean 
for  him  before  he  comes  in,  so  that  Jaoks<»i 
may  not  be  blamed  after  he  is  gone. 

Oertsan  it  is  I  cannot  antidpate ;  time  most 
devdop  the  course  and  the  policy  of  the  com- 
ing administration.  And  let  no  one  accuse  me 
of  commencing  an  attack  upon  it  In  advance. 
No,  dr ;  so  far  from  it,  though  I  hold  Mr.  Van 
Buren  respondble  for  most  mischief  that  baa 
been.done,  and  moat  that  is  now  doing ;  though 
he  has  beoi  the  canons  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency, and  was  the  nominated  successor ;  thooj^ 
he  la  deoted  by  executive  patronage,  oacnm' 
titm,  and  dlotamn;  though  ne  iuoceeaa  at  the 
expense  of  the  deotive  franchise ;  thoagh  be  is 
a  minority  President,  and  has  promised  to  fd- 
bw  generally  in  the  footsteps  of  this  kitchen- 
cabinet  administration :  yet,  if  he  bravely  dares 
to  fiddfy  that  promise,  "  more  honored  In  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance,"  if  he  will  kick 
away  the  base  ladders  by  which  he  has  dimbed 
to  the  height  ot  his  ambition,  if  he  will  now 
leave  Falstaff  where  he  found  him,  and  arny 
around  him  the  wisdom,  intelligeuoe,  and  vir- 
tue of  the  country,  and  bisse  his  administration 
on  a  sound,  elevated,  and  enlightened  pohey, 
ftee  from  corruption,  and  pure&  patriotic,  un- 
oontaminated  by  party,  I  will  pledge  my  bum- 
ble support  to  ms  measures,  though  I  never  can 
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snpport  the  man,  or  pardon  the  past  euunplee 
he  naa  eet.  And  why  cannot  I  sownt  the 
man  whilst  I  ^>prove  his  measures  t  Tor  the 
very  Teaaon  that  he  has  not  "  entered  in  at  the 
Btnu^t  gate."  I  shall  alwiqrs  esdiew  Hie  ez- 
ao^  wMch  has  been  set  in  1886,  as  I  did  that 
of  18S6,  in  the  eleotloti  of  President  of  these 
United  States.  The  one  example  has  been  re- 
buked with  a  rengeance— the  oth«r  will  not  be 
forgiven  by  me. 

Sir,  in  this  contest,  one  great  battle  only  has 
been  fought  between  power  and  the  people. 
The  result  is  known.   The  oooflict  was  not  de- 
oisiTe,  and  mnst,  as  long  as  there  is  an  honest 
heart  to  hope  for  freedom— shall  go  on  ontil 
conatitQlional  liberty,  law,  the  independence  of 
the  people  and  their  representatives,  honesty, 
tmth,  and  jastioe,  are  triomphant,  or  all  are 
fettered  in  a  depot's  chains  I   Defeated,  bat 
not  conqnered;  dieeked  by  the  pmtorian 
bands  of  patronage,  bnt  not  arrrated  in  their 
onward  marohiue  patriot  army  is  not  dia- 
conraged  or  dismt^ea ;  unitten,  but  not  stniok 
down ;  the  flag  of  the  conntry  is  still  flying  I 
Defeat  may  diiTe  some,  the  craven  or  the  cor- 
morant of  spoils,  from  the  standard  of  the  tme 
and  the  brave ;  bnt  to  the  flrm  and  proud  spirits 
of  the  patriot  band  I  wonld  say,  "  Who  shall 
aeparate  ns  from  the  love  of  conntry  ?  "  Shall 
defeat!   Anther  sach  defeat  will  be  a  glorions 
Tictory !   In  this   we  are  more  than  conqner- 
ors,"  for  I  am  persaaded  that  neitiier  office,  nor 
bribe,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  ntn*  tiiidga 
preeentf  nor  Uiings  to  oom&  shall  be  able  to 
separate  ns  fK>m  the  love  of  oar  conntry,  its 
laws,  and  its  liberties  I   God  only  knows  in 
irhme  name  this  victotr  shall  be  achieved :  it 
matters  not ;  but  this  I  know,  be  be  who  he 
may,  his  canse  will  be  consecrated  by  the  toils, 
the  prayers,  the  sacriflcesj  and  the  hopes,  of 
the  nnsnbdned  and  nnternSed  freeman.  No, 
sir ;  let  no  man  despair  of  the  republic.  The 
fight  is  not  yet  ended.   The  people  are  not  yet 
Tanqnished.   Their  hosts  are  withdrawn  only 
for  the  moment,  to  recruit  their  forces  and  bo 
repair  their  broken  weapons.  The  weapons  of 
our  warfore  are  the  weapoua  of  tmth.   It  shall 
be  my  duty  to  asaut  in  piointing  anew  its  spears 
sod  its  lanoea. 

The  question  on  the  reeolotion  was  then 
taken  withont  fhrther  debate,  and  cairied— 
ayes  88,  noes  YB. 
Bo  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


Thdbsdat,  Deoember  Iff. 

Tha  Pretident'*  Meaaage. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  fifteenth  of  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  18th 
instant,  on  the  President's  Message : 

ItMolved,  That  so  much  of  the  FreeidenVs  Ueasage 
■a  rdides  to  the  **  oondiUon  of  the  Tsrioua  exeontive 
departaenti^  the  iMUty  and  mtwrity  with  which 
fitey  hare  been  o(mdaoted,  the  rigtuut  and^futhfol 


discharge  of  the  potdki  bosmeaa  In  all  of  tiiem,  and 
the  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  qnarter,  at  the 
manner  In  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
thdr  creation,"  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
oonaist  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for 
penoua  and  peters,  and  irith  instruotiooa  to  bquire 
hito  the  condition  of  the  Tarions  ezecotire  dniBit- 
me&ts,  the  ability  and  integrity  idth  which  they  have 
been  oondacted,  hito  the  manner  in  wtudi  the  pubHo 
borinees  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and  hito 
all  cansea  of  complaint,  fhjm  any  quarter,  at  the 
maimer  in  which  said  departments,  or  their  bureaus 
or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officeis  or  i^ienta,  of  every 
description  whatever,  direotly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  them  la  any  manner,  officially  or  unoffidally,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  mterest,  have  fulfilled 
or  fUled  to  aooouqitish  the  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  vloliUed  their  duties,  w  have  ii^ured  and 
impaired  the  public  service  and  interest ;  and  that 
said  committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  audi 
periods  of  times  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and 

Ur.  PxAHoa,  of  Bbode  Island,  went  into  an 
argument  in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  The 
resolution,  be  said,  was  predicated  on  a  clause 
in  the  President's  Message  which  was  not  usual, 
and  perhaps  its  was  gratoitous  on  the  part  of 
the  Fresiaent,   The  question  was,  whether  it 
was  necessary,  because  the  President,  in  his 
last  annuel  Message,  with  an  overfiow  of  feel- 
ing towards  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments— as  be  lielieved  him  to  have  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  aJl  men  livii^— had  tbougbt 
proper  to  oomplhnent  than,  it  was  neoessuy 
to  have  an  investigatiiigcoinimttee  to  aacertfun 
whether  he  ^ke  t^e  truth.  Although  it  was 
not  the  osoal  coarse,  still  the  President  had  a 
precedent     Ifany  years  ago,  Mr.  Monroe 
stepped  out  of  the  usual  coarse  to  compliment 
the  then  head  of  the  War  Department,  (Mr. 
Calhoun.)   Bat  because  he  did  this,  no  com- 
mittee was  raised  to  ascertaia  whether  or  not 
the  compliment  was  deserved.   He  was  op- 
posed to  the  resolution,  because  the  direct 
object  of  it  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  Presi- 
dent spoke  the  truth  or  not   He  tiien  went  on 
to  show  that  all  the  subjects  oontempkUied  to 
be  investigated  by  this  proposed  select  commit- 
tee, were  provided  for  oytiie  HooM  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Qie  standing  eommittee&  Among 
tiiese  committees  was  that  of  Wi^s  and  Means; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  and  report  upon  all  "saoh 
reports  of  the  Treasury  Departin«it,  and  all 
such  iffopowtions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as 
might  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House;  to 
inqidie  into  Uie  state  of  the  public  debt  or  the 
revenue  and  of  the  expenditures,  and  to  report 
from  time  to  time  their  opinion  thereon;  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  public 
departments,  and  particularly  into  tiie  laws 
m&ing  appropriatiods  of  moneys,  and  to  re- 
port wheUier  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  saoh  laws;  and  also  to  re- 
port from  time  to  time  sn^  proviaions  and 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary     add  to 
the  eooQomy  of  thia  departments,  and  the 
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accountabaity  of  their  offlcere."  That  com- 
mittee was  required  to  do  all  that  any  select 
oommittce,  however  raised,  could  do.  Besides 
this,  there  were  other  committees,  whose  daty 
it  was  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  and  the  ezpenditorea  thereot 
Every  gentlemut  must  recollect  tiiat,  at  the 
last  semon  of  Ck)Dgrea8,  a  gentleman  from 
ITorth  Ctarolina,  (Mr.  Bhbitksd,)  ohairman  of 
(me  of  these  committees,  InV^gated  the 
affairs  of  some  of  these  departments,  made  a 
report,  and  the  report  was  acted  on  by  the 
House ;  and  conld  not  that  heretofore  done  be 
agun  done  t  He  suhmittcd  to  the  House,  then, 
to  say  whether  this  resolntion  was  not  gra- 
tuitous, nncalled  for,  and  had  nothing  to  Justify 
It,  except  the  paragraph  alluded  to  m  the 
President's  Uessage.  Another  objectioahe  bad 
to  it  was,  that  gentlemen  sfud  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  r^sed,  out  of  any  hostile  feeling 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Well, 
what  were  the  Secretary  of  State,  Treasniy, 
War,  Nftyj,  ieo.  i  They  were  tb.e  mere  mouth- 
pieces of  uie  Frestdent:  men  aeleeted  to  do 
what  ha  oonld  not  do  himself.  Ur.  P.  read 
the  law  relating  to  the  Department  of  State, 
diowinffits  duties,  and  showing  that  the  head 
of  that  i)ep^ment  was  creat^  to  do  for  the 
President,  nnder  the  law,  that  which  the 
President  oonld  not  do  in  person.  How,  then, 
conld  gentlemen  say  that  the  President  was 
not  implicated,  when  the  acts  of  his  ministers 
were  nothing  more  nor  less  than  his  acts  t  Let 

fantiemen  tsJce  the  bull  by  the  horns.  If  they 
od  any  allegations  to  make  ag^nst  the  Presi- 
dent, let  them  do  so  in  form.  'While  passing 
on  the  acts  of  his  principal  pnbUo  offioera,  they 
neoeaBazilypMsed  on  the  acta  of  tbe  Prerident 
binwelf.  He  then  proceeded  to  ahow  that  the 
laws  of  the  land  threw  around  IndividnalB 
eertnn  goards;  th^  were  not  to  be  arrtigned 
without  notice,  Ac.  But  how  were  the  heads 
of  these  departments  to  be  heard  and  tried 
under  the  resolution  ?  Tliey  were  to  have  no 
beaiing  and  no  tnal,  and  were  to  be  disfran- 
chised and  divested  of  their  riehtis,  upon  the 
mere  rumors  of  newspapers  and  gMsip  of  old 
women.  There  never  was  a  committee  rais^ 
Qpon  mere  suggestion  and  gosMp,  without  some- 
thing like  a  charge  or  an  allegation.  Then  let 
the  gentleman  IVom  Vir^ia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  or 
any  other  gentleman,  make  out  a  charge  against 
the  Ftarident,  and  ne  might  have  as  wtga  a 
committee,  and  have  it  dothed  witih  what 
powers  he  pleased ;  bat  until  thiaoonrsedionld 
De  adopted,  he  was,  and  shonld  be^pposed  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  Woo  could 
tdl  what  powers  this  committee  might  assume! 
It  might  require  the  departments  to  sabmitto  it 
afl  matters  conneoted  with  removal  or  it 
might  assume  any  authority  it  pleased.  The 
resolution  claimed  a  greater  scope  for  the  com- 
mittee than  was  ever  granted  to  a  committee 
of  that  Honse,  or  any  other  legislatiTe  trihnnal. 
When  were  its  powers  to  cease)  Who  could 
MI  thiii  From  the  form  of  the  lewlntton, 


never;  1>ecanse  they  were  to  take  cognizance 
of  all  matters,  from  all  quarters  of  the  Union : 
from  every  town,  village,  city,  and  hamlet ;  all 
causes  of  compl^t,  from  responsible  and 
irresponsible  sonrces  ^  of  all  the  ten  thousand 
charges  which  an  old  lady,  who  had  charge  of 
a  paper  in  this  city,  had  made,  and  the  tea 
thousand  more  which  she  probably  would  make. 

But,  sir,  Bud  Wr.  P.,  this  was  to  be  somewhat 
an  ex  parte  proceeding.  Suppose  the  heads  of 
some  of  these  departoients  shsJI  have  done 
some  commendable  acts.  The  committee  will 
not  be  bound  or  required  to  look  into  it.  K'o, 
sir,  their  object  will  be  to  arraign  them  and 
bring  them  to  trial,  and  inflict  pnmBhment 
upon  them.  Perhaps  the  committee  might 
wish  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  take 
some  of  the  heads  of  the  departments  home  to 
their  native  States,  to  ascertain  whether  they 
want  to  operate  on  the  politics  of  such  States. 
Well,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  State  went  home 
daring  the  lost  summer;  and  if  his  object  was 
to  operate  on  the  politics  of  Georgia,  he  met 
with  but  poor  sucoess.  The  Secr^ar^  of  tiie 
Navy  also  went  home ;  but  his  going,  if  he  did 
go  for  political  effect,  only  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  party  opposed  to  him.  If  the 
results  in  those  States  were  the  consequence  of 
their  visits,  it  wonld  have  been  much  better 
they  had  not  gone.  Bat  suppose  as  the  Pren- 
dent  has  said,  that  all  of  the  heads  of  these  de- 
partments shall  have  faithfully  done  their  duty, 
wo  shall  have  no  report  from  this  committee 
on  the  subject.  It  was  to  be  a  fault-finding 
committee :  their  olyect  was  to  condemn,  and 
not  to  compliment,  the  President  or  his  ministersi 
If  there  was  want  of  fidelity  in  the  departments^ 
you  would  have  no  report  from  this  committee. 
Although  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  maj 
have  his  Department  in  such  a  condition  thi^ 
any  thing  whidi  is  brought  agunst  it,  either 
from  ghost  or  goblin  damned,  conld  not  effect 
it;  although  the  Postmaster  General  may  have 

Srodaoed  order  out  of  chaos,  and  althoof^  the 
ecretary  of  War  may  have  discharged  with 
the  greatest  ability  two  oflSoes,  not  a  word  will 
be  said  in  their  favor  by  this  committee :  their 
object,  ex  ti  termini,  will  be  to  undo  what  the 
President  has  done;  or,  filing  in  that',  they 
will  do  nothing.  Committees  of  that  House 
were  raised  for  special  causes,  for  causes  shown. 
What  were  the  causes  shown  why  this  com- 
mittee should  he  rdsedt  What  were  the 
spedfioationsj  Then,  unless  they  were  to 
innovate  on  the  rmes  of  the  House,  they 
could  not  adt^t  this  rest^ution  in  ila  present 
form.  Let  a  resolution  be  introduced  in  due 
form,  and  he  imagined  no  friend  of  the  Execu- 
tive on  that  floor  would  shrink  from  an  investi- 

fitUm.  Let  the  chaises  be  made  against  the 
xecutive  and  his  ministers,  iointiy  and  sev- 
erally,, and  he  thought  he  coma  safely  say  none 
would  shrink  from  the  investigation.  It  was  not 
his  business  to  go  into  Boman  history,  from 
the  ago  of  AugniSus  to  that  of  Tiberius,  for  the 
paipoee  of  ftuUng  out  exanqdea  of  ram  who 
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bad  iraded  throngh  blood  to  jKmer;  and  if  be 
did  so,  it  was  only  for  instmoticMi,  and  to  make 
him  Uie  more  happy  that  he  liTed  in  a  coontry 
where  none  of  those  scenes  were  enacted. 

Hsnj  men,  Mr.  P.  said,  ohanged  their  minds 
and  opisiona  of  men,  and  got  to  disapprove  die 
coarse  of  those  tbey  used  to  admire. 

[Hr.  Wisi  Bud,  if  the  gentleman  alladed  to 
him,  he  mtut  infi>na  him  that  he  nerer  was  In 
fhe  Bxtnation  oi  the  gendemaa  from  Bhode 
lalaad  in  hia  life.] 

Mr.  Peuok  prooeeded.  The  character  of  a 
naUon  depended  very  mnoh  on  Qie  character 
of  the  individnals  at  the  head  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment No  nation  was  rendered  more  Taloable 
by  its  reaonroes  than  by  the  character  and 
the  repntation  of  the  individnal  who  presided 
over  iL  Why  did  Yii^ia  hold  homlf  so 
highf  It  might  he  somewhat  on  acooont  of 
her  soil,  climate,  and  resooroes,  but  more 
because  of  her  Washington,  her  Henrys,  her 
Jeffersons,  and  her  Hadisons.  Their  otuLracters 
not  only  gave  character  to  Vinrtnia,  bat  to  all 
the  States.  Vhy  was  he  (Mr.  P.)  prond  of  the 
little  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  put,  to  repre- 
sent He,  to  be  sore,  might  be  proad  of  her 
great  reBoarees;  hat'  more  prond,  becanse  it 
was  the  land  of  Greene  and  Perry.  Seven 
cities  contended  for  the  honor  of  giving  birth 
to  Homer ;  and  tyrannical  aa  Napoleon  might 
liave  been,  his  name  was  revered  by  most  of 
the  French  nation.  What  wonid  England,  the 
fifl^^-aachored  isle  of  the  ocean,  have  been,  if  it 
were  not  for  her  poets,  her  philosophers,  and 
her  statesmen  f 

If  r.  P.  conclnded  by  repeating  that  he  conld 
'not  vote  for  the  resolution  in  its  present  form ; 
and  at  the  same  time  sdd  he  wonid  not  shrink 
from  the  reqranribiltty  <ii  an  inTMtigati<Hi,  if  a 
proper  committee  was  raised.  He  nibnutted 
to  ue  Hooae  the  fcdlowing  ameDdment;  Strike 
<rot  aU  after  the  word  ^^Smhed,"  and  inaert 
tiie  following: 

"  That  80  much  of  ttie  Ftesideiit's  Veessga  as  Is  hi 
the  foDowi^  woids,  to  wH :  *  Befim  eonclndli^  this 
papa-,  I  think  it  is  dne  to  tte  vsrions  ezeouUve  de- 
partments to  bear  testimony  to  Ihdr  proaperons  oon- 
ffidon,  and  to  the  sbilltj  and  tait^rity  with  wfakh 
they  hare  be«i  conducted.  It  has  bwn  my  dm  to 
enforce  ia  all  of  them  a  vi^lant  and  fai^nl  dls' 
charge  of  the  poUIc  buaineae ;  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  ocnn- 

Kaint,  from  mj  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  whicli  they 
kve  fulfiUed  the  otgogts  of  th^  creation,*  be  referred 
to  a  select  oommittePof  nine  toemben,  with  iDstnuv 
tiona  to  inquire  into  any  Bpeoific  causes  of  compUint 
wbidi  may  be  alleged  iMlnst  the  int^rity  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  any  of  the  departments  or  their  bn- 
reaua,  or  the  ^gibmce  and  fidelity  irith  which  their 
duties  bare  been  dis<diB]^ed ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  &e  persons  and  pqten," 

If  r.  pBTToir  8^ :  I  was,  at  first,  somewl^ 
snrprised  that  the gentlemanfromBhode Island 
Qte.  Pkabob)  shonld  be  found  in  oppomtion  to 
uiis  invecdgation.  That  gentleman  was  once 
jhtt  aealooa  advooate  of  r^fid  sonrtiny  into  all 


[H.  OF  R. 

abuses  committed  by  public  fiinctionaiies.  In 
an  elaborate  speech  upon  this  floor,  he  once 
sustained  an  investigauon  similar  to  the  one 
now  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr, 
WisK.)  I  ^ude  to  tiie  case  of  the  Wiscasset 
collector.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  announces 
the  fact  that  he  has  changed.  He  was  then 
opposed  *to  General  Jackson — vi(^tly  and 
Ntteily  (mused  to  him — and  ha  man^ted 
that  oppoanon  in  erery  eonoMvable  and 
upon  every  sol^t  t^t  arose.  Bnt  having 
now  become  a- Jackacm  man,  he  has  midergwe, 
it  seems,  a  eompleto  political  transformation. 
And  what  a  change  t  his  old  principles  dis- 
carded, his  mental  vision  in  total  mi  disas- 
trous edipse,  he  has  dosed  his  eyes  nponfraiiilf 
and  peculation,  and  plunder  t 

But,  rir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  is  pat  forward  as  the 
champion  of  Andrew  Jackson !  Has  that  dis- 
tinguished citizen  already  sunk  so  low  that  his 
fame  and  reputaticm  are  committed  to  the  keep- 
ing of  snoh  hands.  Oh,  speotaole,  mortifying 
and  hnmiliating,  to  the  honeat  fkienda  mi 
original  sni^MHten  of  Andrew  JadksonI  fhoaQ 
woo  fnig^t  with  him,  and  voted  for  himl 
who  adTuoated  his  first  election  npon  principle  1 
and  who,  unlike  the  gentleman,  yet  stand  up 
the  dauntless  advocates  of  the  same  principles. 
What  mast  they  think,  how  most  they  feel, 
when  they  are  informed  tiiat  the  Preddent'a 
repntation  as  a  -statesman  has  fallen  into 
the  custody  of  that  gentleman,  who,  formerly 
a  violent,  loathed,  and  detested  ass^hmt,  has 
thrown  himself  into  the  current  of  the  Presi- 
dent's popnluity,  strong  enough  to  bear  evoi 
him  along,  and  is  now  become  his  pretended 
fhlsome  eulogist  and  defender  t 

Bnt^  to  the  gendeman's  objections,  or 
rather  his  netended  ol^eotiona,  to  the  prapimi 
inqniry.  He  has  ^ven  a  striking  iperimen  of 
the  ennning  and  taot  of  the  sect  to  which  he 
belongs,  by  the  issne  wMdt  he  has  made  up— 
a  false^  hypocritical  issue.  What  is  it  t  yfajt 
forsooth,  that  it  involves  the  Premdent's  ve> 
racityl — ^that  it  will  be,  does  the  Presidoit 
speak  the  truth  when  he  says  that  all  the 
officers  are  "honest*'  as  well  as  capable!  and 
that  he^  good,  tendo'-hearted  man,  cannot  en- 
dnre  to  hear  any  thing  which  infringes,  in  the 
slightest  d^free,  nixm  the  veracity  of  that  high 
Amctionary.  ITader  this  false  and  franduleht 
issue,  the  gentleman  takes  shelter,  and  eimeots 
to  escape  all  inqnity,  all  investigation.  Is  ar- 
gument lequirea  to  expose  a  poidtion  so  mon- 
strous f  win  not  erery  hif^-minded  nun  in 
the  nation  lo^  tqwn  it  with  soom  and  indlgna- 
tion?  Sir,  I  deny  and  draovnoe  this  as  that 
false  issne  which  has  so  long  been  the  shield 
of  the  party,  and  behind  which  they  fdways 
skulk  at  the  slightest  approach  of  dangw.  The 
Preddent  si^s  they  are  honest,  and  the  gen- 
tieman  s^s  yon  are  not  to  prove  them  rogues, 
because  that  would  be  to  make  out  the  Presi- 
dent a  liar.   What  a  pontionl 

JM  the  Prendent  write  the  poragraidi  in  his 
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MeflBsge,  laadAtorj  of  these  officers,  -which  the 

SBntlemaa  himself  admits  is  imnsnal  in  such  » 
oonment,  and  irhioli,  I  am  sore,  has  no  pre- 
oedent  or  parallel  f  No,  dr,  not  one  word  of 
it ;  and  he  does  not  know  at  this  moment,  that 
H  ia  there)  What  is  it,  sir,  which  these  gen- 
tlemen, so  able  and  bo  honest,  have  intiodnoed 
into  the  VesHm,  and  now  claim  that  it  is 
OTidenceof  soniA  and  sacnd  a  nature  diat  it 
eannot  be  ezammad  or  Impeacbedf  Here  it 
is: 

"Befbre  ooDdadbs  tills  I  difakltdaeto 
Ae  TarioQs  eiecniliTe  ocpirtmeBta  to  bear  testliKMi  j 
to  their  proBperoM  oraditkm,  and  to  Om  aUB^  and 
fntc^ty  whh  whidi  they  have  been  oonducted.  It 
has  been  mj  aim  to  enforoe  in  of  them  a  TigUont 
and  CUthful  diaduuge  the  public  bosbiesB ;  and  it 
isgntifying  tome  tobeliere  that  there  Is  no  just 
eanse  of  complaint,  frran  any  quarter,  at  the  mumer 
in  wUoh  they  hare  AdflUed  the  oUeots  of  flidr  erea- 
tion." 

Did  Andrew  Jackson  write  this  sweeping 
eertiflcate  of  moral  character  for  Uiese  gentle- 
nutti!  No,  1^,  no.  I  plead  nm  «$t  fa^ 
tem.  It  is  not  his  deed.  They  hsre  flraoda- 
lentl^  smuggled  it  Into  his  Uesaage^  to  evade 
acmtinj  into  their  ocoidiicL  Instead  of  stifling 
inquiry,  it  is  of  itself  a  canse  of  sospioion.  I 
say,  sir,  that  the  Praddent  did  not  write  it; 
in  Bopport  of  which  averment,  I  have  evidence 
sattsfaotory,  at  least  to  mj  own  mind,  and  each 
as  shonld  be  made  known  to  this  Honso,  to  the 
oonntry  at  large,  and  to  posterity.  It  should 
thns  be  made  known,  in  order  to  shield  the 
name  and  flune  of  the  President  from  that  im- 
putation which,  in  all  time  to  come,  would 
attach  to  tb«n,  in  consequence  of  this  flagrant 
abnse  of  the  confidence  reposed  by  him  in 
Others.  The  oommitteecHi  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which,  aoeording  to  usage,  was  appointed 
to  wait  npon  the  Pnrident  at  the-onunenoe- 
ment  of  tiie  aesaicai,  and  infi»in  him  of  ^ 
readinese  of  Oongress  to  receive  the  vwy  Ue»- 
BBge  in  question,  found  him  extended  on  a  side 
ooucb,  scarcely  able  to  raise  his  lumd.  On 
the  eve  of  their  departtire  he  urged  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Ordddt)  to  come  bade 
soon,  and  talk  with  him ;  that  he  was  lone- 
some, wanted  company,  and  wished  to  have 
his  friends  about  him.  The  Senator  (alas  I  that 
it  ^onld  be  necessary  for  him  to  invoke  the 
attendance  of  IHends,  and  aooh  fHends  1)  did 
return  and  remained  with  the  President  more 
than  an  hour,  during  which  time  be  never 
alluded  to  the  snbjeet  of  polidca.  He  woke  of 
dying,  of  tiie  Hennitage,  of  hia  hope  that  he 
might  be  nwred  till  he  could  reach  it  in  the 
roring.  Hu  thons^ts  were  wHh  his  heart, 
"and  that  was  far  away,"  dwelling  npon  other 
and  doabtless  holier  meditations  than  writing 
eulogies  upon  public  ftmctionaiies,  whose  con- 
duct he  was  in  no  situation  to  examine,  and 
who,  if  they  were  honest,  needed  not  his  testi- 
mony to  the  &ct. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  fhnn  lUiode  bland  has 
notiwr  ot|}Mtloii  to  the  mode  of  prooeeding 


proposed  by  my  fdend  from  Ylr^ia.  He 
says  fbat  it  is  unnecessary,  beoanse,  by  the 
standi  ng  rules  <A  the  House,  the  investigatiw 
into  all  such  matters  ia  eq}oined,  as  a  dn^,  upcm 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Ilie  rnle 
allnded  to  by  the  gentleman  leads  as  follows : 
"It  shall  be  the  dnty^  of  the  Committee  of 
Wars  and  Heana  to  take  into  connderation  idl 
soon  r^orts  <tf  tlie  Tkeaaoiy  Dqpartmenl^  and 
dl  ioeh  pirworitiooa  lelatiTe  to  tiie  revenue, 
as  wa^  be  r<diBiTed  to  them  by  tite  House,  dec. ; 
to  exvnine  into  the  state  of  the  several  pnUie 
d^Mrtmenta,  and  particularly  into  the  laws 
mftlring  fl^ropri^ons  of  moneys,  and  to  r«|>ort 
whether  the  moneys  have  been  dishnrsed  oon- 
formably  with  such  laws;  and  also  to  report, 
from  time  to  time,  such  provisions  and  arrwge- 
ments,  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  the 
economy  of  the  departments,  and  to  the  ao> 
oountabUity  of  their  officers."  And  yet  the 
gentleman,  in  a  subsequent  part  <tf  his  argu- 
ment,  contended  that  the  exercise,  by  the 
Honae,  of  sooh  a  power  as  is  hereby  enjoined 
npon  one  of  its  staading  committees,  would  be 
a  disfamehieenient  of  the  heads  of  dqiart- 
mental  An  «b  jKtrte  trial  and  omviMon, 
aoomdii^  to  the  rales  of  t^e  wmunon  law  1 
The  rule  reftrred  to  by  the  gentleman  ahows 
the  aenae  ent«rtdned  \ir  the  Honae  in  relation 
to  the  neoesmty  of  such  invea&atirau  as  the 
one  proposed  into  the  state  and  conditi<m  of 
the  several  departments,  with  a  view  to  the 
rigid  accountability  of  public  officers,  and  the 
le«al  disbnrsement  of  the  public  moneys. 

Hut,  sir,  is  the  Committee  of  Vi^  and 
Ueans  the  appropriate  committee  to  make  such 
examinatumsl  Look  at  the  past.  How  long' 
have  complaints  of  malversation  in  office  been 
rin^ng  in  the  ears  of  gentlemen  t  Look  at  the 
fonnation  of  that  committee.  Its  chairman  (Mr. 
OufBuaxHo)  labwa  under  a  political,  if  not 
a  legal,  disability  to  institute  and  conduct  them 
with  effiden<7.  Dare  he  move  in  such  % 
cause  9  No,  w ;  he  would  seal  his  &te  forever. 
But  if  that  committee  were  forced  by  the 
House  into  the  investigation,  with  what  hope 
of  success  could  we  rdy  ui>on  it  I  The  head 
of  each  department  would  hand  ovw  to  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  sn<dk  a  statement 
as  he  i^ght  choose  to  send  here. 

Why,  siTjit  would  be  like  the  trial  of 
Reuben  If.  Whitney.  Reuben  has  beoi  tried, 
and,  as  you  will  iw  g^ad  to  hear,  acqnitted, 
sinoe  the  last  sesnon.  Bn^how  tried?  Not 
\ff  a  committee  of  this  umue!  No  rir;  he 
was  tried  on  the  other  side  of  Hie  Alleghaniee, 
while  the  witnesses  and  the  prosecutor  were  a 
thonsand  ndla  ofll  He  was  tried  at  Jones- 
borourii,  Tennessee,  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  the  prosecutor  not  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wisn,)  bnt  one  John 
E^nedy,  who  prosecuted  Beuben  so  hsnd- 
'somely,  uiat  he  has  dnoe  been  rewarded  by  an 
appointment  Reuben  was  arraigned  before  the 
President  in  a  large  crowd;  the  charges  against 
him  so  drawn  op  that  they  could  all  be  an- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BBBATBS  07  G0NGBB8S« 


328 


PattiM— ,  1888.] 

rwered  in  hia  favor,  willioat  touching  the  tme 
issnes  which  involved  bis  gnilt  or  innocence. 
The^,  in  effect,  Bsked  the  Pr«ideut~is  Reu- 
ben a  saint,  is  he  a  sinner  f  "  He  is  a  per- 
seented  patriot,  sir ;  persecuted  on  aooonnt  of 
bis  opposition  to  the  United  Btatea  Bank." 
"Thenl"  nid  th^,  "do  yonr  hear  thatl" 
and  ibB  riumL  hurra  for  BeoMn,  vas  load  and 
laag,  Bnt  sir,  the  gentionan  ohoae  to  van- 
iet  from  the  RiUeet  before  the  Hoose,  and 
carry  tiiis  poBticaf  war  into  Tennessee.  This 
is  contrary  to  the  polioy  of  his  State  daring 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britun.  She  th«i 
had  a  higher  r^ard  for  State  lines  and  State 
aoveredgnty;  her  patriotism  was  only  com- 
mensurate  with  ber  email  limits. 

He  represents  the  Preadent  as  going  to  the 
Hramitage  on  private  bnrinees,  and  seems  to 
jnstiQr  all  which  his  party  attempted  to  achieve 
by  the  President's  visit  to  Tumessee.  A  pri- 
vate Tint  to  the  Hemutagel  They  scarcely 
gave  Mm  time  to  shake  hai^  wiUi  the  okl 
fomily  servants  at  the  Hermitage.  He  was 
hnrried  from  place  to  place,  drafted  along 
throngfa  dost  and  heat  to  pablio  meetings,  at 
towns,  and  vlllagea,  and  cross-roads,  and 
oomitry  stores;  carried  throng  Tumeasee  and 
Alabama;  bronght  back  and  taken  throngh 
Kentadcy,  by  the  way  of  Gindnnata,  to  Wash- 
ington. The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren  re- 
sorted to  every  art  to  excite  and  indace  him 
to  take  an  aoUve  part  in  the  election;  and 
they  now  talk  of  a  private  visit  to  the  Hermi- 
tage I  Sir,  I  was  tola  this  morning,  as  I  entered 
the  Osnitol,  that  some  one  of  the  members 
from  Tennessee  denied  certain  facts  which 
every  one  there  knows  to  be  tree.  I  hope, 
rir,  that  no  snoh  denial  haa  been  made.  Bnt, 
if  it  has,  I  stand  ready  to  meet  tlie  gentlanan, 
and  maintain  the  troth  ot  those  foots  any- 
where. The  President  assailed  me  for  the 
course  which  he  said  I  had  pnrsned  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bill  whidi  contained  the  appropria- 
tion to  carry  into  effect  the  Cherokee  treaty 
before  he  left  the  city,  which  compUdnt  he 
frequently  repeated  on  his  way  to  the  Hermi- 
tage. At  ^oxville,  a  gentleman  produced 
^e  Globe  newspi^ter,  which  showed  tnati  had 
voted  and  ^ken  in  support  of  that  measure. 
But  it  had  no  effect,  for  he  continued  to  speak 
(rf*  it  as  he  had  dtme  before.  At  Sparta,  he 
denounced  my  friend  from  Yin^nia  (Mr.  Wisb) 
as  a  liar.  At  the  house  of  Jba.  Banners,  in 
Smnner  counfy,  Tennessee,  he  stated  that 
uy  colleague  (Hr.  Bnx)  '*to1d  twen^Hes  in 
one  ^>eeoh,  and  knew  tiiem  to  be  lies  at  the 
time ; "  and  that  Peyton  was  a  greater  liar 
than  Bell.  In  pasidng  through  the  district  of 
my  colleague,  (Mr.  !^kxsteb,)  his  venr  t^le 
qi>eech  at  the  last  sesnon  of  Congress  having 
been  mentioned,  the  President  stated  that  "  any 
man  could  get  as  good  a  speech  as  that  written 
at  Wsshi^ton  for  five  dollars.'*  When  asked 
how  Mr.  HuQtsmsn  was,  in  relation  to  poUtioal 
partiea,  "  He  is  on  the  fence,^'  said  the  General, 
**  and  no  one  knows  which  side  be  will  f^" 


[H.  ev  R. 

The  constituents  of  another  one  of  my  col- 
leagues inqnired,  "Well,  General,  what  do 
you  think  of  oar  representative,  Hr.  Shields?." 
"  Ob  I "  stud  he,  "  he  is  of  no  account,  sir,  no 
account ;  tarn  him  out,  and  send  some  one  in 
his  place  who  is  of  some  account."  I  have 
repeated  these  thinjgB,  sir,  not  on  acoonnt  of 
any  pleasure  th^  affcvd  me,  but  beeanse  those 
very  gentianm  who  were  the  canae  of  these 
ezmbitions  are  now  denying  thnn.  Let  any 
man  deny  this  statement  who  dare. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  cslls 
upon  us  to  take  "tiie  bull  by  the  horns;" 
"to  move  an  impeachment  against  the  Preu- 
dent  at  once ; "  says  that  "  he  is  accountable 
for  the  acts  of  his  mimsters,  and  any  attack 
upon  them  is  in  efi^t  an  impe«chment  of  him.** 
This  is  straqge  doctrine  to  me,  sir.  We  wish 
to  rope  these  oalvM,  add  drag  them,  bleating 
as  they  go,  ftHm  the  Treasury,  for  Uiey  have 
beefl  sucking  too  long  already;  and  tiie  gen- 
tleman  says  nc^  "take  the  buU  hj  the  hmu." 
Kove  an  impeachment  against  the  President, 
indeed!  He  aooountable,  criminaHy  aocoont- 
able,  fw  Hie  want  of  integrity  on  the  jwt  of  his 
ministers  I  Was  there  ever  any  thiDg  more 
impudent  than  this!  Because  General  Jack- 
son is  a  patriot,  does  it  follow  that  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  la  any  thing  but  what  the  world 
knows  him  to  be  ?  Because  General  Jackson 
is  an  honest  man,  does  it  follow  that  Amos 
Kendall,  and  all  tiie  other  "hirelings,"  as  he 
calls  them,  are  honest  toot  This,  sir,  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  party — ^the  doctrine  of  men  into 
whose  hands  the  government  of  the  country 
has  fallen.  BuL  mr,  the  genti«nan,  in  thus 
shofB^g  Umself  under  the  protecting  mantie 
of  the  Ptealdent,  but  diq>l^  the  usual  tact  of 
the  pan^  to  vhidi  he  beltmgs.  They  are  all 
patriots,  if  the  ^vndent  be  a  patriot.  Thsf 
are  all  honest  men,  if  the  Frerident  be  an  honest 
man.  Sir,  let  me  put  a  case  in  common  lifo 
to  illustrate  this  doctrine;  one  which  every 
farmer  will  understand. .  Take  any  man  m 
seventy  years  of  age,  put  him  on  a  farm  with 
sixty  hands  to  control,  give  him  a  foil  crop — • 
com,  tobacco,  and  small  grain — can  he  manage 
them  so  that  no  part  of  tiie  crop  will  suffer? 
Suppose  his  foremen  are  faithless  and  roguish, 
that  they  are  detected  marauding  the  country 
of  nights,  taken  with  their  pigs  and  turkey^ 
their  chi«ens  and  potateos,  upon  them,  could 
they  plead  ^  virtuea  ot  flieir  master  as  a 
iustification  of  thdr  crimes  t  Could  yon  not 
lynch  than  without  meaning  to  hiflict  Uows 
uprai  (he  good  <M  man  whose  confidence  they 
bad  abused?  There  is  no  man  amongst  them 
who  can  stand  one  moment  upon  his  own 
merits.  No,  dr;  they  have  crowded  and 
huddled  tt^ther  nnder  the  mantle  of  C^eral 
Jackson,  until  that  is  not  broad  enough  to 
cover  them;  they  have  worn  it  threadbare, 
stretched  and  torn  It  into  tatters.  Ton  may 
oocasionally  get  a  glimpse  of  Van^s  bald  pate 
popped  out  nere,  Ames's  sharp  face  there, 
Felix*!  red  eyes  y wider,  Blair's  shank  at  one 
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plaoe,  and  Beolwii's  poctet*  filled  with  Treas- 
ury receipts  at  another ;  and  now,  sir,  we  have 
the  geatlemon  from  Bhode  Island  eqaealing 
aronnd  like  an  odd  pig|  for  whom  there  Is  no 
teat)  hnntiog  a  plaoe  to  crawl  in  at.  Kow,  di: 
yrhaJt  I  wish  ia,  to  strip  the  Jaokson  mantie  off 
these  gentlemen,  and  let  tiiwi  stand  up  for 
themselves.'  Every  one  knows  tbat  no  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor  has  any  motive,  any  wish, 
to  make  an  issue  with  General  Jackson ;  that 
he  cannot  be  the  object  of  this  resolatioo.  His 
ooarse  is  mn,  his  oity  is  past,  bis  power  is  in 
other  bands ;  end  we  wish  to  bold  mose  gentie- 
men  accountable  for  the  maoner  in  which  they 
exercise  it.  There  has  been  no  investigation 
into  the  departments,  which  we  propose  to 
examine,  for  the  last  eight  years.  We  wish  to 
see  a  aetilement  of  their  accounts  at  the  bar  of 
the  pttbU<^  and  the  balance  &irly  struck  be- 
tween tliem  and  the  people.  They  m^  be 
btmesl^  veiy  honert;  Ir  bo,  it  is  dne  to  tfasm- 
sdvea  that  they  show  tt.  It  may  be  other- 
wise; and,  in  that  event,  it  is  dne  to  the 
country  that  we  should  hare  a  committee  of 
ti}e  House  to  show  that  How  is  itproposed 
that  they  shall  come  to  trial  I  ITpon .  the 
certificate  contdned  in  the  Message,  and  upon 
that  alone.  The  gentleman  himself  admits 
that  these  sweeping  certificates  are  nnosual.  I 
detest  the  whole  system  of  certifying,  which 
pervades  every  deputment  of  the  Government^ 
and  can  be  traced  from  Eeuben  M.  Whitney 
np,  (I  believe  yon  cannot  go  from  Reuben 
down.)  Tea,  eir,  a  coward,  who  shrinks  and 
rum  from  an  adversarr  wh<nn  he  has  injured, 
will  get  a  certdfloate  oi  his  courage  to  use  upon 
the  stump ;  a  traitor  will  get  a  certificate  of 
po^otism;  a  rogite  of  his  honesty;  and  a 
peijured  witness  of  his  verscity ;  and  if  you 
attempt  to  fix  upon  either  of  these  his  troe 
charac;ter,  he  will  ensconce  himself  behind  his 
certificate.  We  ask  permisnon  to  go  into  the 
Tarions  department^  and  see  what  their  true 
ocmditaon  is. 

Bat,  BKj^  the  gentleman,  that  is  equivalent 
to  an  impeachment  of  the  President,  for  here 
is  his  statonent  that  all  is  well ;  '*  that  there  is 
no  j  ost  cause  of  complaint  from  any  quarter ; " 
ana  the  arsnmentia,  that  if  you  find  Just  cause 
of  oomphunt,  it  will  show  flut  what  the  Fresi- 
deot  hu  8^  is  not  trno ;  and,  therefore,  if  yon 
do  not  mean  to  attatA  the  Prendent,  there  must 
he  no  namination  whatever.  We  hold  these 
offleers,  whose  conduct  we  prc^oee  to  examine, 
to  be  trustees ;  uid  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  they  have  abused  their  trust,  and  abased 
the  confidence  of  the  Pre^dent,  and  demand 
that  they  shall  give  an  account  of  their  own 
conduct  to  the  representatives  of  the  peoi^e, 
and  are  met  at  onoe,  and  told  that  yon  are  put- 
ting the  FreiEddait  upon  his  trial ;  it  is  an  im- 
peachment against  him ;  make  out  your  specifi- 
cations and  Bunmion  him  to  the  bar  of  the 
Senate.  AU  we  ask,  irir,  is,  that.tiie  repre- 
Beutatives  of  the  American  people  shall  said  a 
ooramittee  and  examine  the  archives,  records, 


and  papers  of  their  own  GovemmenL  in  any 
and  m  of  its  departments,  and  make  their 
report  of  the  facts  to  this  House.  We  propose 
no  criminal  proaeontiw  ag^nst  any  one^  bnt 
an  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  and  tiie  hones^  and  fidelity  of 
the  public  agents;  and  this  the  gentleman  caUa 
disCranohisement  under  the  common  law.  He 
was  eloqnoit  and  extravagant  in  his  eologiums 
upon  the  heads  of  these  departments;  he 
spouted  their  praises  in  poetry,  and  I  suppoeo 
he  means  they  shall  live  in  song  and  story. 
He  says  the  Secretary,  of  the  Treasury  has  not 
slept  upon  lus  arms.  Ko,  sir,  he  has  not  slept ; 
ana  the  party  should  feel  under  the  highest 
obligations  to  him,  for  he  has  so  contrived  as  to 
make  the  Treasury  and  the  public  lands  a 
powerM  anxiliary  to  Ur.  Van  Buren  in  the  late 
dectitm.  By  the  celebrated  Treasury  order, 
wlddi  he  issued,  requiring  q>ede  in  payment 
for  the  poldio  lands,  with  an  exoeptioa  in  &vor 
of  dtizena  of  the  States  In  which  those  landa 
are  situated,  he  in  effect  offered  a  bribe  of  one 
hundred  dollars  a  head  for  votes  in  the  States 
of  Hlssissippi,  Arkansas,  IHssouri,  and  Uichl- 
SHU,  which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  State. 
For,  sir,  at  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  Hisns- 
dppi  last  fkU,  specie  was  worth  at  one  time 
twenty  per  cent. ;  and,  while  the  citisens  of 
Tennessee,  then  conndered  in  rebellion  agunst 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  were  required  to  pay  this 
enormous  tax,  the  citizens  of  His^ssippI,  a 
donbtfiil  State  in  the  electiim,  were  exempt 
from  it  At  Government  price,  three  hundred 
uid  twenty  a(s«a  of  luid  would  cost  the  Uisaia- 
apinan  four  hundred  dtdlata*  while  the  Tennea- 
seean,  for  the  same  quantity,  was  compelted 
to  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  fr^ 
the  necessity  he  was  placed  under,  by  this 
order,  of  raising  specie.  And,  sir,  this  waa 
not  confined  to  the  poor  and  needy,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  nabob,  with  his  hundreds  of 
han^  and  thousfuids  of  bales,  while  the  specie 
was  exacted  from  the  most  indigent  and  meri- 
torious Tennesseean.  This,  sir,  is  what  I  call 
high-handed  oppression  on  the  one  side,  and 
wholesale  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  other. 
Philip  of  Kaoedon  never  made  a  more  unblnsh- 
ing  use  of  numey  to  corrupt  and  enslave  the 
people  of  Greece.  This  Secretary  must  be 
anlitied  to  the  praise,  and  something  more  sub- 
stantial still,  to  a  portion  of  the  spoils  of  the 
party.  The  gentieman  alluded,  also,  to  the 
visit  of  the  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Forsyth)  to 
Georgia,  which  he  calls  unfortunate  ;  troe^  bis 
visit  was  unfortnnate ;  and  of  the  visit  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Mr.  Dickerson)  to  New 
Jersey,  which  was  also  unfortnnate.  He  seems 
unwiUmg  to  ^ve  them  any  credit  for  well-meant 
exertions,  and  wishes  to  God  they  had  stayed 
at  home."  This  appears  rather  ungrateful,  aa 
they  used  their  best  exertions  in  the  cause. 
It  is  true  tiie  gentieman  attempts  to  conceal  the 
foot ;  but  it  is  notorious  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  went  to  Georgia,  and  used  every  eKnt  to 
rally  hia  shattered  foroea;  that  he  was  openly 
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dectio&eerisg  for  lb*.  Van  Buren.  Amos,  too, 
if  I  was  con^ctl;  informed,  made  an  excnrmon, 
for  a  like  parpose,  into  Keiv  England.  I  am 
sDre  that  I  saw  it  stated  that  he  had  hU  face 
lithographed,  and  copies  sent  through  the 
eonntry,  so  tiiat  those  who  ooold  not  see  "the 
dhrine  original,  ml^t  at  least  gaze  on  lore^a 
connterfeit." 

But,  sir,  the  gentlemaa  aasnmes  another 
ground  in  defence  of  these  "  ministers,"  as  he 
calls  them.  He  s&ja  the  appointment  of  this 
committee  would  amount  to  a  disfranchisement 
of  those  officers  whose  condnct  it  is  proposed 
to  scmtimze,  hj  denying  to  them  a  trial  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  rules  of  the  criminal  law.  This 
prindple  holds  only  where  a  man  is  on  trial  for 
crime.  All  laws  are  to  he  liberally  expounded, 
so  as  to  detect  frand,  but  striotiy  constniea 
when  yon  come  to  punish  a  criminaL  The 
gentlemaa  goes  too  fast ;  he  leaps  to  the  oon- 
clasion,  leaving  ns  at  the  beginning  of  this  mat- 
ter; vhne  ve  are  oomniendng  the  derelop- 
ment  of  fkwid  and  corruption,  which  the  law 
abhora,  he  anticipates  the  awful  result  which 
may  be  brought  about,  and  is  appealing  to  yonr 
sympathy  on  behalf  of  the  cnlprit.  Now,  if 
he  vUl  be  patient,  we  will  go  on  with  him,  and 
in  dne  season  we  will  lean  to  the  side  of  mercy, 
and  acquit  wherever  there  is  reasonable  doubt. 
This  is  strange  doctrine  to  come  from  that  edde 
of  the  Honse.  These  officers  are  the  trustees 
of  the  people,  and  accountable  to  the  people, 
lliey  have  been  loug  in  office,  and  are  about 
entering  upon  b  new  lease ;  and  now,  when 
called  upon  to  make  an  exhibition  of  th^ 
fidelity  and  ability,  their  friends  upon  this  fioor 
raise  the  cry  of  disfranchisement  and  summary 
pnnishmeDt.  I  deny  and  utterly  repudiate  this 
doctrine.  Sir,  in  private  life,  no  one  denies  the 
ri^ht  of  a  principal  to  look  into  the  conduct  of 
his  agent.  What  would  that  principal  think 
of  an  agent  who  would  shut  his  books  and  say, 
I  olum  protection  under  the  criminal  code; 
you  cannot  examine  these  books,  lest  it  may 
lead  to  a  prosecution  against  me  ?  What  honest 
man  would  not  say  at  once  he  was  gallty? 
What  judge  woald  sustain  the  objection  for  an 
instant?  Take  the  case  of  a  guardian:  a  mo- 
tion is  made  in  cotirt,ao(Hnmitteeia^n>dnted, 
and  he  is  brought  forthwith  to  a  setUement; 
ooold  he  oUeot,  on  the  ground  that  tiie  exami- 
nation of  his  acconnts  mi^^t  develop  crime, 
and  lead  to  pnnishmenti  And,  sir,  have  not 
the  American  people  tite  same  power  over  these 
keepers  of  their  treasure,  and  guar^ans  of 
their  constitution,  laws,  and  liberties,  which  a 
court  of  Justice  can  exercise  over  the  guarcUan 
of  an  estate  and  the  children  who  own  it? 
Sir,  becaose  investigation  may  lead  to  such  a 
discovery,  it  does  not  preclude  inveatigation 
altc^ther.  The .  ^ntieman's  fancy  seems  to 
be  haunted  by  the  idea  of  criminalprosecntions 
and  penitentiary  pnniahmenta.  WeU,  sir,  his 
fudea  may  he  reaUzed ;  he  may  know  some- 
thing ofllcolated  to  ezdto  his  alann:  it  may 
lead  to  that,  and  I  would  not  be  Borpnied  ^  in 
T01..2IIL— Ifi 


some  instances,  it  did ;  but  we  move  no  im- 
peachment, n(^  indictment,  no  presentment,  at 
tUs  time.  We  merely  ask  that  this  House,  as 
the  great  Inquest  of  the  nation,  shall  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  deportmenta ;  and  upon  a 
report  of  facts^  by  a  committee,  it  will  then  be 
able  to  determme  what  steps  are  proper  to  be 
taken.  If  crime  is  developed  in  any  quarter, 
tiien  it  will  1>e  the  proper  time  to  bring  offend- 
ers to  trial,  and  they  snail  have  all  the  benefits 
of  the  strict  rules  of  common  law,  and  criminal 
law,  and  the  benefit  of  dei^  likewise.  Sir, 
there  is  something  "rotten  in  Denmark,"  or 
we  would  not  have  this  resolute  and  contmued 
opposition  to  all  investigation,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  show  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
agents  and  officers  of  Qovenmient.  At  the 
aqjonmment  of  the  last  ses^on  of  Ooogresa 
there  were  pending  motions  and  resolntiooa 
calculated  to  efffect  olfjects  rimllar  to  those  con- 
templated this  resolution,  and  they  irere  all 
amothered  "bj  the  party  to  which  the  gentle- 
man  belongs,  and,  I  believe,  with  his  assistance. 
The  gentieman  dreads  a  select  committee,  wldle 
he  is  willing  to  go  to  trial  upon  the  certificate 
of  the  President,  and  seems  to  have  full  oonfi- 
dence  in  the  result,  if  the  matter  be  intrusted 
to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Tet, 
sir,  he  is  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  says  it  will  he  a  "fault-finding, 
oensorioos  committee."  Have  the  gentieman 
and  his  friends  any  thing  to  dread  in  the  Kp~ 
p<notment  of  this  committee  ?  Is  the  Speaker 
snl^eot  to  the  su^ioion  of  doing  iiynstioe  to 
aqy  of  the  party  in  the  appointmoit  of  00m- 
mittees  ?  Sir,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  absolato 
certa^ty  that  a  minority  of  tiiis  ocnnniittee,  if 
appointed,  will  be  composed  of  the  friends  of 
these  officers?  Cannot  those  gentlemen  meet 
their  own  frirads  without  fear  and  tremUing! 
,Is  there  not  virtue  and  talent  in  this  House 
sufficient  to  guaranty  protection  to  the  inno- 
cent, as  well  as  to  insore  tlie  detection  and  ex- 
posure of  the  guilty  ?  Are  gentiemen  willing 
that  it  shall  be  nnderstood,  and  go  abroad  to 
the  country,  that  they  cannot  face  such  a  com- 
mittee, composed  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
honor  and  purest  principle,  even  though  they 
areth^ownftiendsl  And  these,  too,  are  the 
men  in  whose  hands  the  Government  of  the 
country  is  placed,  and  who  daim  to  be  above 
suspicion,  beyond  the  power  of  this  Honse^ 
forted  in  upon  all  aides  by  the  ramparts  of  the 
President's  certificate. 

There  is  one  other  position  assumed  by  the 
gentieman  from  Rhode  Idand,  which  is  quite 
original,  and  merits  ptfeticolar  attention ;  it  is 
thiSj  sir :  that  the  direction  given  at  the  last 
session  to  the  bill  commonly  called  the  exec- 
utive patronage  bill,  is  conclusive  as  to  the  views 
of  this  House  upon  the  sabject  of  executive 
patronage.  And  he  seems  to  draw  an  inference 
that  the  House  then  gave  its  sanction  to  all 
that  had  been  or  would  be  done  in  the  way  of 
executive  patronage,  in  all  its  departments. 
Whi^  are  the  £Mtatn  relation  to  that  oaaet  A 
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centUman  from  ^ew  York,  (Mi.  Mahx,)  oa 
&6  25th  Febraary,  1886,  moved  "that  said 
bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary." Ky  Golleagne  (Mr.  Bell)  moved  "it 
^onld  be  referred  to  a  select  committee ; " 
and,  pending  these  motions,  a  genUemon  from 
Vligmia  (iSj.  Dbohqoole)  moved  "that  the 
ezecative  patronage  bill  be  committed  to  the 
G>mmittee  of  the  whole  Hoose  on  the  state 
tiie  Union,"  which  motion  took  precedenop  of 
the  others,  and  prev^ed,  and  thwe  the  bill  has 
slept  ever  sinoe.  The  question  of  exeentive 
patroQage  was  not  taken  up  for  oondderation 
aftwwaras ;  and  now  the  gentieman  contends 
that  the  House  having  fiuled  to  act  npon  the 
sbbjeot,  tt  was  therefore  ag^nst  the  bill,  and  in 
&vor  of  exeontive  patronage,  to  the  AUlest 
extent.  8ir,  dming  the  last  summer,  in  Ten- 
nessee, I  endeavored  to  inonlcate  this  doctrine, 
BO  far  as  to  hold  a  minority  of  this  Honse 
acoonntable  for  its  failing  to  act  npon  this  as 
w^  as  some  other  important  qnestions;  bnt 
this  doctrine  was  controverted  by  yoa  and  yonr 
friends.  How  would  it  hold  upon  another  great 
qnestion— the  qoestion  of  amending  the  OouBtl- 
tation  of  the  united  States  so  as  to  secore  the 
election  <A  Freudent  and  Viee  Present  to  the 
people,  at  all  events  and  under  all 
stanoes!  For  the  last  two  sessions  of  Con- 
gress this  has  been  a  leading  question,  and 
afforded  a  fiur  opportunity  for  the  party  to  show 
seal  in  carrying  ont  the  measures  of 
General  Jackson.  I,  and  the  friends  witii 
whom  I  act,  have  ever  been  in  &vor  of  that 
measure.  At  the  session  before  the  last,  soon 
after  it  was  known  that  Judge  "White  was  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  while  we 
were  urging  the  Houbc  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tions upon  that  subject,  the  present  Speaker 
QSx.  3uaA  E.  FoleJ  made  a  speech,  in  which, 
after  profesdng  a  wilUngnees  to  go  for  the 
measure,  ol^ectod  to  acting  npon  uie  midfeet 
then,  ailing  a  want  of  wne,  and  also  soma 
fanjperfection  in  the  resolutions.  I  followed  in 
a  few  remarks,  in  which.  I  uiged  the  import- 
ance of  speedy  action  on  the  subject,  and  re- 
minded uie  Speaker  of  his  former  course  in 
relation  to  the  matter ;  and,  though  he  spoke 
ag^nst  US,  he  voted  with  us  to  take  up  the 
resolutions.  His  friends,  however,  took  their 
cue,  and  followed  his  precept  in^«ad  of  his 
example,  and  the  resolntions  were  postponed. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  same  snb- 

iect  came  up,  with  no  better  &te  than  t)«fore. 
b  was  with  great  difflooltj  we  could  get  a 
report  from  t£e  committee  at  aH  Ib^  aU 
professed  to  be  in  fkvor  of  tlie  amendment 
OhI  yes;  bat  ther  seemed  to  agree  to  diflinr  as 
to  tiie  mode  of  emeting  it ;  and,  at  last,  when 
the  report  came  in,  it  took  the  same  direction 
witii  the  (aecntive  patronage  bill,  or  some- 
thing like  it.  We  could  not  oiing  the  gentie- 
men  to  a  vote  on  either.  And  is  it  to  l>e . 
understood,  now  the  election  is  over,  (I  know  . 
that  it  would  not  have  been  admitted  befin^,) 
that  all  those  who  voted  to  give  those  important  i 


meaauras  the  go-by  axe  to  be  setdown  as  voting 
against  them?  If  so,  how  do  the  party  stand 

upon  the  great  leading  measures  of  General 
Jackson's  administration?  If -we  call  npon 
^ntiemen  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Fre«- 
ident  upon  that  oftrrepeated  but  never  heeded 
recommendation  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
Pretident  and  Vice  President,  are  we  to  be 
told  that  the  House  has  already  decided  that 
qnestion  against  the  President'^  reoommenda^ 
tions,  by  reftinng  to  vote  on  the  qnestixmf 
Are  we  to  be  tcdo^  if  we  pr^ose  to  Umit  «xeo> 
ntire  patronage,  that  the  House  has  alreadj 
decided  that  qnestion  in  the  same  manner,  and 
has  sanctionea  the  lEhll  eactent  to  whi^  exeo- 
ntive measures  have  1)een  recently  carried  I 
And,  sir,  what  is  that  extent!  It  is  sufBdoat^ 
if  not  checked,  and  grows  into  a  settied  prece- 
dent, to  rivet  chuns  upon  us  and  our  children 
forever.  Such  a  precedent  will  authorize  a 
President  to  make  the  nomination  of  his  suooea- 
Bor  a  cabinet  measure,  Issue  his  proclamation 
calling  a  convention  to  confirm  that  nominati<% 
and  denounce,  in  advance,  all  who  dare  oppose 
the  nominees  before  or  after  iba  oonvMition 
act^  as  "assailing  pubHo  Tirtne,  and  opposing 
the  right  of  the  pecnde  to  sovciil"  For, 
this  has  heen  done  m  tiie  late  UMnlnatiMt « 
the  "Government"  candidates,  as  they  are 
called  in  the  English  journals.  Was  that  ticket 
so  remarkable  for  its  parity  and  ^rtue,  that  to 
oppose  it  was  to  assail  the  virtue  of  the  people? 
Mr.  Van  Bur  en  had  promised  to  walk  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  and  is,  conse- 
quently, bonnd  in  due  time  to  nominate  his 
colleague  (Colonel  Johnson)  for  the  presidracy, 
order  a  ccmvention  to  ratify  his  nomination, 
take  the  field,  and  secure  his  election  by  the  ■ 
use  of  all  the  wa]^  and  means  in  the  power  of 
the  Executive.  This,  sir,  is  the  extent  to  which 
execwtive  patnmage  has  uready  gcme,  and  wbioh 
the  gentleman  contends  has  beforehand  been 
sanotiODed  by  this  House.  This,  sir,  is  what 
I  deny.  Whatever  this  House  may  be  destined 
to  do,  it  has  not  oome  to  that  yet. 

Bi^  I  was  not  prepared  for  such  doctrines, 
and  I  must  say  that  Iwas  not  prepared  for  tiio 
opposition  to  the  proposed  investigation.  I 
had  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  have  become 
aabamcMl  of  screening  these  officers,  who, 
instead  of  running  to  General  Jackson  for 
certificates  of  moral  character,  should  be  the 
firat  to  demand  an  investigation.  But,  ur, 
will  the  peoi^e  of  the  United  States  he  satisfied 
forever  Uiat  they  shall  shrink  from  reqims- 
bility,  hold  up  General  JaekMm^a  ebaracter  aa 
their  shield,  and  thereby  escape  a  scrutiny  of 
iJi^  oimduct!  If  they  have  acted  honorably, 
we  wic^  them  to  diow  it;  if  those  suii^ciona, 
so  common,  so  universal,  are  gronnduss,  we 
wish  the  country  to  know  it.  Innocence  uerw 
seeks  for  safety  in  flight  In  oonoealment;  but 
rather  courts  inveetigmon  and  defies  scrutiny. 
How  can  gentlemen  reconcile  innocence  with 
tiii%  tremUing  and  shrinking— this  shicSdine 
themselves  under  the  nomenoal  strength  of 
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their  ftiends  in  this  House  f  This  was  their 
conrao  at  the  last  sesrion  of  Ooogress.  Bemem- 
ber,  sir,  what  fatality  attended  every-  effort  to 
obtain  a  committee  of  investication  then.  Recol- 
lect the  extraordinar;-  and  obstiiiate  protection 
extended  to  that  darling  Treasnrf-pet,  Benben 
Whitne7.  Let  it  also  he  remembered  that  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Afialrs  unanimoualy  re- 
commended an  inqniry  into  the  abases  of  that 
bnrean,  whieh  woiUd  hjave  developed  the  canses 
of  the  late  and  present  In^an  ware  in  the 
Sonth.  That  committee  reported  a  resolntion 
antharizing  any  two  of  its  members  to  prose- 
cute the  inqaiiy  by  taking  testimony  for  the 
infbrmatlon  of  the  Honse  at  this  sesmon.  Bat, 
sir,  this  resolution,  reported  hy  a  committee  a 
m^jority  <rf  whom  were  in  fever  of  Mr.  Van 
Bnren,  was  rejected  in  the  Honse.  The  citizens 
of  Geoi^ia  and  Alabama  petitioned  and  im- 
plored the  Honse  to  investigate  that  snbject, 
alleging  the  most  nnheard'of  frauds  and  abuses. 
Upon  tnis  application  the  vote  stood :  Ayes  77, 
noes  77— a  tie ;  and  the  Speaker  gave  the  caet- 
ing  vote  agunst  the  Investig^on.  Bir,  men 
high  In  &vor  and  hi^  in  ofBce  were  siupected. 
Tha  ^ent  of  the  Govenunent,  John  B.  Hckkd, 
gave  uie  Department  offldal  izLfbrmation  (n  the 
greatest  outrages  practised  npon  the  Indians 
Thich  were  ever  perpetrated  npon  any  pec^le, 
savage  or  civilized.  He  was  very  soon  re- 
moved, or  rather  promoted,  from  Indian  agent 
to  be  collector  at  the  port  of  Mobile.  And 
yet,  sir,  we  have  no  account  of  proseoutiona, 
convictions,  and  ponishment^  which  have  fol- 
lowed his  disclosures.  "Why,  sir,  those  specu- 
lators, or  rather  Indian  robbers,  would  find  an 
old  chief  upon  his  patrimonial  estate,  where 
the  cfaiefb  uid  kings  of  his  race  had  lived 
for  centuries  before  him,  with  hia  slaves  and 
his  fium  arouid  him,  smoking  his  pipe  amidat 
his  own  forest  larees,  spoming  any  offer  to 
purchase  his  home;  and  they  wonld  bribe  some 
vagabond  Indian  to  personate  him  in  a  trade 
to  sell  his  land,  forging  his  name ;  and  the  first 
intimation  that  be  wonld  have  of  the  transao- 
tion,  would  be  his  expnlsion,  by  force,  from  his 
bouse  I  This  was  common ;  and  not  only  bo, 
but,  under  the  pretext  of  reclaiming  fugitive 
slaves,  the  wives  and  children  (of  mixed  Mood) 
of  the  Indians  were  seized  and  carried  off  in 
bondage.  The  famous  Osceola  himself  had  his 
wife  taken  from  him,  and  that,  too,  it  has  been 
said,  by  a  Government  officer,  and  was  chained 
hy  ttie  aame  officer  to  a  log.  Sir,  what  else 
coold  be  expected  but  Uiat  these  soomved, 
plondered,  starving  savages  woidd  glut  th^r 
vengeance  by  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of 
the  mnooent  and  helpless  families  of  Uie  fron- 
tier, whose  blood  has  cried  to  us  in  vain  f  This 
has  caused  the  Florida  war,  which  lias  produced 
sach  a  waste  of  treasnre,  the  loss  of  so  much 
national  and  individual  honor,  and  of  so  many 
raluable  lives  I  This  has  called  the  gallant 
volunteers  from  my  own  State,  and  from  my 
own  diatfiot,  who  have  traverasd  a  thoosand 
s^tofic^abatOeof  Btrangen;  toppntend 


with  a  savage  foe,  while  drinking  those  stag- 
nant waters,  whose  malaria  is  death,  many  of 
whom  are  left  in  the  wild  woods  of  Florida, 
where  "  the  foe  and  the  stranger  will  tread  o'er 
their  heads,"  while  their  fellow-soldiers  are  far 
away,  happy  at  home  with  their  friends  and 
femUles.  One — ahl  sir,  any  one  of  those  noble 
youths,  who  now  sleep  under  a  foreign  sod, 
was  worth  more  than  tbe  whole  army  of 
plunderers  who  have  caused  the  nuschi^  And 
yet,  sir,  snob  men  as  these  were  shielded  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  by  tbe  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker.  And  now,  according  to  the  argu- 
ment of  tiie  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  uie 
House  has  sanctioned  all  they  did. 

I  think,  it  is  time  fbr  this  coarse  of  things 
to  cease.  It  is  time  for  the  people  to  know 
something  of  the  cwduct  of  those  in  whose 
hands  the  |)nbIio  business  is  intrusted,  and  who 
really  admmister  the  Qovemment.  They  have 
been  behind  General  Jackson  long  enough.  I 
was  present  when  Hr.  Yaa  Boren  took  his 
poidtaon  there.  It  was  a  striking  display  ct' 
that  paternal  care  wUoh  the  President  baa 
extended  over  Ur.  Yan  Boren.  In  the  spring 
of  18&4,  tbe  Fresiden^Hr.  Yan  Buren,  and  a 
few  other  gentlemen,  I  amongst  the  number, 
rode  out  to  the  Waslungton  coarse  to  witness 
a  trial  of  speed,  (an  amusement  of  wUoh  I  am 
very  fond,  and  for  which  the  President  had  not 
altogether  lost  bis  taste  at  that  day.)  It  was  a 
trial  run  between  the  celebrated  ^unris  and 
Fndly.  The  horses  were  brought  on  the 
course ;  all  was  oalm  and  quiet  until  the  rider 
of  Bosiris  mounted,  when  tbe  old  coorssr  began 
to  rear  and  plunge;  this  seemed  to  stdr  the 
mettle  of  Old  Hickory;  he  reared  upon  his 
stirrups  and  to<^o(nnnuuid:  "Hold  him,"  (said 
he  to  the  I)oy,)  *'  don't  let  bim  run  a^sinst  the 
fence."  "  Tou  must  break  him  of  tiu^  dr,** 
(to  t^e  tr^er,)  **  I  coold  do  it  in  an  hoar." 
Turning  to  me,  he  said:  "Take  your  stand 
there,"  (pointing  to  a  position  on  the  side  of 
the  course;)  "there  is  but  one  place  from 
whiofa  a  horse  can  be  correctly  timed."  I  took 
my  station  with  lever  in  band.  "  Now,"  said 
he,  "  come  up,  and  give  them  a  fur  start. At 
tluHnoment  he  discovered  tbe  Vice  President^ 
wflr  had  come  up  and  taken  his  position  near 
me;  be  exdmmed  with  great  emphasis  and 
earnestness  of  manner,  as  he  flashed  his  eye 
from  the  excited  animi^  to  the  Vice  PreddentL 
'*  Mr.  Yan  Buren.  get  behind  me ;  they  will 
run  over  yoo,  sir,"  It  would  have  done  y<m. 
good  to  see  bow  natural  and  easy  it  was  for 
Van  to  slope  off  bddnd  the  old  cbie£  And, 
dr,  there  he  has  been  ever  since.  Old  Hickory 
woidd  not  get  out  of  the  way  for  us  to  ron 
over  him ;  u  be  had  nven  ns  a  fur  chance,  on 
any  Btret(»i  or  torn  daring  the  whole  race,  we 
would  have  mn  over  bim  or  made  him  fly  the 
track.  But,  wr,  we  have  got  him  on  the  re- 
peat ;  tbe  General  will  be  out  of  the  way ;  be 
is  no  game-horse,  and  we  will  make  a  case  of 
him  on  the  repeat.  I  do  not  omnpldn  so  mudi 
tbat  the  Pftndent  has  fUlen  in  love  with  Mr. 
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Yan  Buren,  but  I  daim  the  privilego  of  falling 
in  love  with  whom  I  please ;  and  this,  sir,  is 
the  last  privily  which  will  ever  be  surren- 
dered hj  man,  or  woman  ^ther.  But,  eir^  Mi. 
Van  Bnren  is  in  love  with  the  President,  too ; 
and  he  aocidentallr  fbund  it  out.  The  manner 
of  this  disooTcry  is  somewhat  oorions.  I  do 
not  know  this  to  be  tme,  bat  it  was  much 
talked  of  and  Qniversally  l>eIieTed  in  this  city. 
Ur.  Van  Bnren  was  in  conversation  with  a 
ladj,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  PreBident,  ami- 
able, interesting,  and  remarkable  for  commimi- 
oating  to  him  whatever  she  thought  would-be 
agreeable  for  him  to  hear.  }Si.  Yau  Buren 
said  to  this  lady  *'that  he  had  been  reading 
much,  and  thinking  deeply,  of  late,  upon  the 
obaraoters  of  great  men,  and  had  come  to  the 
oonolouon  that  General  Jackson  was  the  gre^ 
est  man  that  had  ever  lired  in  the  tide  aC  time ; 
that  he  was  the  only  man  among  them  aU  who 
was  without  a  fanlt."  The  fair  friend  of  the 
President  was  delisted.  "But,"  said  he, 
"  whatever  you  do,  don't  tell  General  Jackson 
what  I  have  said.  I  would  not  have  him  to 
know  it  for  the  world."  You  see,  sir,  that  be 
was  afraid  she  might  forget  it,  and  therefore 
thought  it  safest  to  jog  her  memory.  But,  sir, 
he  might  have  saved  himself  that  trouble,  for 
the  excellent  lady  flew  to  the  President,  and 
told  him  all  that  had  passed.  *'  Ah  1  madam," 
said  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  *'  that  man  loves 
me ;  he  tries  to  conceal  it,  bat  there  is  always 
some  way  fixed  by  wluch  I  can  tell  my  friei^ 
from  my  enemies."  Nowi  Van  was  like  the 
I^ffiohman,  (though  I  want  it  distincUx  under- 
stood that  I  differ  with  him  aboat  this,  as  well 
as  aboat  many  other  things.)  A  fVenchman 
began  to  write  his  deed  thus:  "Know  one 
woman  by  these  presents.'*  "  Why,"  said  the 
other  party,  do  yon  not  put  it,  know  all  men 
by  these  presents!"  "Yell,"  said  he,  *'is  it 
it  not  de  same  ting?  If  vone  woman  know  it, 
will  not  all  de  mens  And  it  out  I " 

Mr.  BiPLBT  said:  Had  this  been  a  proposi-, 
tion  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Navy 
and  War  Departments,  and  the  General  Post 
Office,  with  a  view  to  investigate  abnse^if 
they  exist,  no  person  would  be  more  williiAp 
Jon  fai  the  inquiry  than  myself.  No  individoal 
would  be  more  anzions  to  enforce  the  responsi- 
Mli^  frf  subordinate  officers.  There  are  none 
who  will  go  farUier  to  ferret  out  any  mal- 
^aotioes ;  and,  if  they  really  exist,  to  punish 
them  with  the  high  oonstitntional  power  of 
this  House.  Had  the  resolaUon  for  imjoiry  had 
these  objects  solely  and  honestly  in  view,  I 
should  have  been  the  last  to  oppose  it.  But, 
the  President  is  oonstitutionally  responsible 
for  tjjie  whole  of  the  executive  department ;  the 
various  radii  of  its  powers  concentrate  as  well 
its  respon^bilitaes  as  its  honors  ujpon  him; 
and  when  I  take  Uiese  oircnmstances  into  view, 
and  wtuAdia  also  the  spirit  in  which  this 
debate  has  been  oondnoteo,  the  |>osilion  of  the 
fNrident  oflonot  be  observed  willuKit  exmtiog 
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oar  share  of  sympathy.  Shall  we,  at  a  moment 
when  his  connection  with  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is  about  to  terminate  forever, 
and  all  the  aspirations  of  ambition  are  to  be 
dissolved  by  age,  iufirmities,  and  sickness; 
when  the  oonsciousneasof  his  nigh  and  devoted 
services,  which  we  all  know  he  mn»t  possess, 
and  the  enthumastic  affection  of  the  American 
people,  were  about  to  cheer  the  evening  of  his 
life,  and  to  gild  his  expiring  lamp,  is  it  right  or 
proper  for  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
whom  he  has  succored  and  saved,  to  cut  off 
this  departing  solace,  and  to  imbitter  his  last 
days,  by  adopting  a  resolution  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  sanction  an  opinion  of  this  Ilouse,  that 
corruption  and.  Andrew  Jackson  have  been 
coupled  tc^ther  f  Will  they  do  this  without 
some  specific  charge,  without  some  definite 
allegation,  sastained  at  least  by  the  endorsement 
of  one  individaal  ia  the  House,  who  will  be 
williog  to  give  his  name  to  posterity  as  the 
author  of  the  allegation.  In  the  q>eoch  of  the 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  marked 
with  so  much  wit  and  pungency  of  satire,  the 
allesations  are  made  against  Andrew  Jackson, 
as  uie  object  who  is  to  be  convicted  of  the 
corruption  which  is  so  broadly  insinuated  in 
the  resolution  to  exist  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment. I  am  not  willing  to  exorcise  the  nigh 
constltutionfd  powers  of  this  House,  ia  the 
least  degree,  in  sanctioning  such  an  alle^^tion. 

General  Jackson,  after  a  life  spent  in  the 
service  of  liis  country,  ia  about  retiring  from 
the  elevated  ponticHi  he  holds  as  presi^iut 
exeentive  officer  of  these  States,  at  an  advance 
age,  and  worn  down  hj  the  labors  spent  in  that 
service.  He  is  now,  sir,  on  the  bed  of  sickness, 
which  may  prove  his  beid  of  death.  God  grant 
that  it  jD«y  not,  but  that  he  may  live  many, 
many  years  amongst  that  people  whose  rights 
he  has  so  bravely  and  honestly  defended,  and 
whose  prosperity  under  his  snccessfol  adminis- 
tration, has  excited  th^  astomshment  of  the 
whole  civilized  world. 

What,  tar,  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jack- 
.  son  bears  to  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  ?  From  the  period  of 
your  revolutionary  war  to  the  present  moment^ 
lie  has  been  the  lofty,  indefatigable  defender  of 
his  oonntiy.  In  war  and  in  peace,  on  the 
battle  field  and  in  your  councils,  his  exertions, 
bis  toils^  and  unceasing  energy  and  integrity, 
have  done  as  mach  as  any  otner  man,  not  ex- 
cepting your  Washington  in  the  field,  and  your 
Je^rson  and  Madison  in  the  cabinet,  to  elevate 
the  character  of  this  republic,  to  advance  its 
prosperity,  uid  to  preserve  its  peace.  Bis 
name  has  been  a  tower  of  strength,  and  under 
.his  administration  the  character  of  an  American 
citizen,  as  was  that  formerly  of  a  Koman  citi- 
zen, is  a  passport  throughout  the  world.  Aye, 
sir,  in  foreign  lands,  wherever  your  star- 
spangled  banner  displays,  from  the  high  and 
giddy  mast,  the  ohara^er  of  oar  repablio,  under 
the  GQgis  of  the  lofty  virtues  of  the  Prcadent^ 
has       waU  (tf  stnngtli  that  feds  eva  con- 
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soions  of  tlie  protection  of  a  great  and  power- 
fhl  nation.  And  would  yon,  sir,  wonld  this 
Hoose,  after  a  life  thus  spent,  and  vhioh  im- 
partial history  is  about  to  take  charge  of  for 
the  benefit  of  his  country ;  would  they  at  the 
eve  of  bis  long  life,  bo  worthily  spent  in  all 
thot  13  patriotic  and  virtnons  in  the  pnblio 
service ;  wonld  they  pursue  him  with  insinua- 
tions  that  corruption,  with  its  blighting  mildew, 
bad  found  entranpe  into  the  bosom  of  Jackson's 
more  than  Roman  virtue?  If  this  House  insti- 
tutes the  inqniry,  it  sanctions  the  chai^ ;  and 
wiU  th^,  without  any  specific  allegations,  last 
at  the  cloee  of  General  Jackson's  career,  hold 
the  chalice  to  his  lips,  which  should  poison 
and  imbitter  with  the  snngs  of  ingratitude  the 
evening  of  his  life  ?  We  have  had  no  precedent 
to  justify  such  a  meaaore.  Party  spirit  has 
rag«d  and  misrepresented  all  yonr  Presidents 
daring  their  term  of  office;  but  they  have 
passed  and  are  passing  off  the  stage,  all  with 
the  award  of  official  and  personal  integrity. 
Some  have  not  been  re-elected  by  the  people, 
but  against  them  no  charge  of  corruption  is 
found  imbodied  in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
Sor  does  any  American  citizen,  at  even  this 
lapse  of  time,  Impeach  th^  tategAi^ ;  no  one 
charges  them  with  wilfhl  or  wanton  eormptloii, 
while  administering  the  offiUrsof  the  Oommon- 
weattb.  The  only  allegations  made  an^nst 
them,  as  tboy  quit  the  scene  of  their  labors, 
of  their  glories,  and  their  services,  were,  that 
a  distinguished  member,  formerly  from  Vir- 
ginia, accused  Mr.  Jefferson  of  retiring  witJi 
a  political  falsehood  in  his  mouth;  and  an 
equally  distinguished  member  from  Massachu- 
setts moved  his  solitary  vote  to  impeach  Mr. 
Madison.  I  have  no  doubt,  ur,  after  the  ex- 
citement of  party  was  over,  both  of  these 
gentlemen  regretted  these  allegations.  The 
charges  never  have  and  never  will  affect  the 
great  patriarch  of  liberty,  the  aathor  of  the 
declaration  of  independence,  or  his  equally 
iUostrioDB  friend,  the  fbnnder  and  champion 
of  our  constitutira.  The  one  nnftarled  to  the 
world  the  prinoiplei  of  popular  government ; 
the  other,  more  than  any  man,  connected  liberty 
with  law — secured  an  equality  of  political 
rights,  by  securing  to  society  the  fruits  of  labor. 
Wherever  oppressed  man  rises  to  resist  the 
oppressor,  the  declaration  drawn  up  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  is  invoked.  Wherever  constitutional 
law  is  appealed  to,  to  secure  those  rights,  the  ' 
political  writings  of  James  Madison  form  the  i 

Snre  foimtains  of  living  water  which  diffhse 
berty  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  nations. 
Tc^eUier,  locked  hand  la  hand,  they  are  work- 
ing their  nlent  way,  and  they  have  planted 
that  school  of  poUti<^  liberty,  of  which  this 
republic  may  airogate  to  itself,  through  their 
exertions,  the  being  the  founder. 

Republics  have  neen  accused  of  being  nn- 
grateml.  Aristides  was  ostracized  for  being 
called  the  Just,  and  Themistocles  banished, 
after  saving  his  country  from  desolation.  The 
iofliors  of  these  acts  hove  not  transmitted  their 
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names  to  posterity.  How  keen  would  be  the 
reproaches  of  the  history  of  the  last  two 
thousand  years,  how  withering  their  in&my, 
if  they  had  not  escaped  by  this  silence  of  his- 
tory. Genend  Jackson  has  been  doomed  to 
meet  the  same  ingratitude,  after  preventing  the 
dismemberment  of  our  republic,  after  rescuing 
the  fair  and  fertile  fields  of  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent.  There,  sir,  help- 
less age  and  tender  youth,  and  all  the  charms 
of  r^ement  and  beauty,  were  protected  by 
bis  hand.  Ther^dr,  waaeffiacteafmeoftbose 
fflgnot  dfdiveranoes  <n  a  people  which  has  al- 
ready oansed  the  pluns  01  New  Orieuis  to  rank 
with  Marathon  and  Flatea,  reflecting  all  its 
bright  lustre  upon  the  army  of  liberty  that 
fought  nnder  him,  and  sending  all  its  glowing 
light  thron|[hont  the  worid,  to  elevate  (he  chat- 
acter  of  this  republic.  Sir,  almost  at  tlie  mo- 
ment this  was  effecting,  and  while  punting, 
history,  poetry,  music,  and  sculpture,  were 
giving  OTcenness  to  his  immortality,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  were  denouncing  him  in 
the  Seminole  war.  Sickening  vrith  ute  same 
feelings  that  were  piuned  at  hearing  Aristides 
called  the  Jaet,  the  detractors  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son loathed  the  bean  ideal  of  his  character. 
Again,  dnriog  the  panic,  that  same  body  have 
impeached  and  condemned  him,  without  a  taial, 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  How,  sir,  have  the  people  met 
these  chaises  f  They  have  ahnost  by  acclama> 
tion  elected  him  Preradent  on  each  occasion. 
They  have  rallied  to  defend  him.  Where,  sir, 
are  bis  accusers  1  I  ask  again,  where  are  they  ? 
And,  sir,  permit  me  to  predict  that  if  the  pres- 
ent resolution  passes,  it  will  only  refect  dis- 
^acc  upon  the  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  people  will  come  to  the  rescue,  and 
expunge  the  resolation  from  this  House,  as  I 
tmst  tiiey  are  about  expunging  a  former  one 
from  the  Senate.  The  whole  fatnre  history  of 
the  country  will  hold  up  in  prond  relief  uieir 
old  chle^  AMI  pear  and  ian$  reproehe,  and  the 
ingratitnde  of  this  House  in  pursuing  him  with 
the  odious  charge  ot  ccnmption,  even  upon  the 
bed  of  sickness  and  of  death,  when  I  do  not 
believe  there  can  be  a  member  here  who  con- 
scientiously beUeves  that  Andrew  Jackson  ever 
was,  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  nnffuthfhl  or 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  this  country. 

I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  ftom 
Tennessee  should  have  been  so  excited  by  a 
warm  election  contest  as  to  urge,  upon  such 
trivial  ^nnds  as  he  has  alleged,  so  grave  an 
inquiry  into  the  corrupt  conduct  of  the  execu- 
tive depsrtmenta.  The  State  of  Tennessee  has 
been  reared  nnder  the  fostering  and  paternal 
care  of  Andrew  Jackscm.  He  has  done  more 
than  any  other  man  to  elevate  and  form  its 
character.  Intelligent,  cbivalric,  patriotic,  and 
virtuous,  they  will  be  the  last  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  sanction  allegOp 
tioiu,  either  personal  or  as  the  oonstitntional 
head  of  the  Government,  agunst  their  veteran 
ohlel  Those  brave  men  who  followed  hii 
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banner  through  the  Creek  nation,  aqd  on  the 
plains  of  New  OrleimSj  with  the  citizen  soldiers 
of  Kentucky,  HissiBsippi,  and  Louisiana,  are 
not  to  prove  so  recreant  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  so  un&ithfdl  to  themselves,  as  to  imbitter 
the  remnant  of  his  days  with  so  nigust  an  ac- 
cusation. And  what  are  all  the  aUegattcms  that 
the  honorable  member  adduces  to  Jnstafy  the 
exercise  of  the  hi^  ooDstttudcmal  power  of 
this  House  ?  Hat  the  Freddent,  in  a  conyer- 
sation  with  a  Mend,  biad  remarked  that  Ur. 
Bell,  another  member  from  Tennessee,  had 
stated  lies  about  him,  and  that  "  Peyton  could 
tell  twenty  lies  to  Bell's  one."  Kow,  sir,  what 
were  the  foots  in  the  case!  The  honorable 
members  from  Tennessee  at  the  last  session  had 
indulged  in  pretty  severe  censures  upon  the 
President's  administration.  In  conversation 
with  his  neighbors,  according  to  this  statement, 
in  naturally  viudicatiug  himself,  he  had  pretty 
warmly  recriminated.  I  think  the  language 
that  he  made  use  of^  as  is  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions, must  have  undergone,  \a  the  course  of 
its  gossip,  some  vernon  b^ore  it  reached  the 
ears  of  ute  honorable  member :  fijr  It  is-  not  the 
lan^age  of  that  delicate  and  manly  bearing 
which  all  know  mark  the  character  of  Andrew 
Jacksonl  At  any  rate,  is  a  mere  oontroversy 
in  an  election,  where  the  President  and  the 
honorable  members  from  Tennessee,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  constitutional  ri^ts,  supported 
different  cimdidates,  to  be  the  basis  of  an  mquis- 
itorial  examination,  on  the  part  of  this  Honse, 
into  the  conduct  of  the  executive  dqE>art- 
ments? 

Again :  the  honorable  member  alle^  that 
this  House  reftued  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
frauds  that  were  perpetrated  uwm  the  Indians 
<^  Alabama,  by  the  dticens  <rf  thtt  State,  in 
the  Bales  of  tludr  lands  to  individuals.  When 
that  resoluUon  was  introduced  into  t^e  House, 
I  had  the  honor  of  proposing  an  amendment  to 
it,  referring  the  subject  to  the  President  of  the 
tTniCed  States.  The  motive  for  this  amendment 
was,  that  tliis  Honse  had  no  constitutional  pow- 
er to  order  the  investigation  by  their  authority ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  would  have  been 
one  of  the  most  fatal  precedents  to  the  rights 
of  the  States.  It  was  alleged  that  the  Indians 
had  been  swindled  out  of  uieir  reserved  land& 
in  many  cases,  by  reddents  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  Of  course,  if  offences  had  been 
oommitted,  as  I  know  of  no  law  of  the  United 
States  providing  fiTr  snob  eases,  they  were  com- 
mon law  or  statute  law  offences  against  those 
States,  not  cognizaUe  hy  Oie  United  States 
tribDmil.  In  a  case  where  tiie  State  <^  Ala- 
bama secures  a  speedy  trial  by  Jurr,  andaoross- 
ezan^nation  of  witnesses,  voold  any  person 
arrogate  to  this  Hotue  the  power  to  snid  its 
committee  to  make  an  ex  parU  investigation, 
to  bold  up  its  citizens  as  malefactoA,  without 
being  heard,  without  the  privilege  of  counsel, 
and  the  cross-examining  of  witnesses?  Sup- 
pose, sir,  that,  in  obtuning  the  charter  of  a 
bank  in  a  neighboring  Staie^  respeotable  dti- 


zens  E^onld  be  accused  of  fraud  and  bribery, 
an  offence  that  is  punishable  by  tiie  common 
law  of  that  State,  does  this  House,  sir,  possess 
the  power  to  trample  upon  State  rights,  and 
send  its  oonunittee  of  inquisition  into  the  halls 
of  the  State  L^^atore,  to  hunt  np  ex  parte 
testimony  as  its  basis,  aud  to  hunt  down  tUl 
that  is  req>eotable  and  venerable  in  the  charac- 
ter <tf  its  dtisMus,  to  cradenm  them  nnheardf 
withont  grand  juries  or  petit  Jwies,  and  draw 
up  a  wi&ering  report,  that  would  blast  them 
as  far  OS  our  language  extended,  before  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  defending  themselves  t 
If  this  power  had  been  exercised  by  the  origi- 
nal resolutions  of  last  session,  like  the  Council 
of  Ten  at  Venice,  or  the  Holy  Inquiution  of 
Spain,  it  would  have  sung  the  requiem  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  and  broken  down  the  whole  penal 
jurisdiction  of  the  independent  States.  And  I 
feel  peculiar  personal  consolation  in  being  the 
means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  a  measnre 
so  fraught  with  disastrous  oonseauenoes.  The 
Bolject  was  referred  to  the  Fredaoi^  who  was 
directed  to  investigate  into  the  oases  <tf  frand. 
IVom  the  character  of  the  agent  employed  by 
the  Frerident,  (Gfflieral  H(q^)  I  feel  confident, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  man,  that  the  duty 
has  been  faithfully  attended  to ;  and  i^  as  the 
honorable  member  suggests,  he  has  received 
the  oollectOTship  of  Hobue,  it  cannot  have  been 
conferred  upon  a  more  deserving  or  more  intel- 
ligent citizen,  or  one  who  has  more  gallantly 
defended  his  country  during  the  gloomiest 
period  of  the  late  war.* 

The  honorable  member  has  also  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  being  em- 
braced in  the  general  allegation  of  corruption. 
Sir,  the  lofty  charaoter  of  Levi  Woodbnry  is 
too  wen  known  to  this  House  and  to  tins  na- 
tion to  regnire  any  comment  from  me.  Bom, 
reared,  and  educated,  amidst  the  granite  moon- 
t^ns  of  my  native  State,  his  stem  and  sterling 
virtues  bad  already  carried  him  to  the  highest 
honors  of  New  Hampshire,  when,  in  the  midst 
of  the  panic  battle,  he  was  called  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  Treasury  of  tlie  United  States. 
New  England  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  high 
character  which  he  has  reflected  back  upon  Ms 
native  land.  And  let  me  ask,  what  induce- 
ment to  corruption  can  there  be  on  the  part  of 
Levi  Woodbury  ?  There  has  been  no  s^etufio 
charge  agdnst  him ;  not  a  whisper  of  prqudioe 
that  he  has  done  any  thing  to  fooMihuuBltad 
character.  He  is  affluent  in  his  peraonal  sitoa- 
tion,  with  every  thing  to  make  him  h^ppy  In 
domestic  life ;  and,  above  all,  principles  in  the 
most  stem  and  nnbending  int^rity  are  Intra^ 
woven  with  his  nature^  The  only  allegation 
insinuated  against  him  is,  that  in  the  exercise 
of  his  duty,  Imposed  by  a  law  passed  by  this 
House,  he  is  compelled  to  transact  official  bnsi- 
ness  with  the  agent  of  the  deposit  banks.  That 
agent  is  no  officer  of  this  Qovemment;  we 
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have  no  ooostitntional  power  over  hhn.  He 
has  been  assailed  by  the  severest  epithets  of 
party.  He  has  been  employed  by  the  depomt 
iMnks^  many  of  them  in  oppontion  to  the  ad- 
ministration, to  attend  to  Uieir  bnsineas  with 
the  Treasnry.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  lear& 
any  specifio  charges  with  which  he  is  aocosed. 
And  I  have  no  doabt  that  tibe  Fnrident,  when 
he  gave  him  the  obaiaotur  whioh  the  htmorable 
mombtt  states  that  he  did  at  Jonesboroa^ 
came  to  tiie  honest  and  coosdentions  oonviction 
that  mdi  a  torrent  of  anathemas  from  the  op- 
position in  this  Hoose,  assailing  the  character 
of  this  man  for  more  than  fonr  years,  ■would 
hsra  anniliihited  him,  had  not  his  repntatton 
bera  founded  upon  the  rock  of  integrity.  Bigh- 
sounding  epithets  and  bold  denundations  can- 
not, thank  God}  blast  tiie  character  of  any 
American  citizen,  unless  they  are  accompanied 
with  specific  all^ations  and  specifio  proofe. 
On  the  contrary,  they  raise  in  the  generous 
minda  of  the  American  people  that  spirit  of 
sympathy  for  unmerited  persecution,  wliich  ia 
sore  to  protect  ita  intended  Tiolam,  and  roll 
baok  the  current  mxai  the  withor. 

I  ftd,  mr,  that  I  dioold  have  but  nnworOiUy 
diachan^  my  duty  as  a  Be[Hwntative  <^ 
T|Wilgi*t<a^  had  I  not  rused  my  Tcnce  in  oppon- 
tion  to  tiua  resolution.  Wliatover  may  be  the 
personal  or  political  predilections  my  oon- 
atdtnenta,  gratitude  to  Andrew  Jackson  for  the 
inestimable  benefits  he  has  conferred  npon  the 
citizma  of  our  State,  is  an  almost  pervading 
aentiment.  It  is,  like  the  vestal  fiam^  guarded 
with  intense  care,  and  faithfully  tranamitted 
from  one  generati(m  to  another  As  the  8th  of 
January  revolves  its  annual  rounds,  so  often 
does  the  hoary  veteran  who  shared  in  the  mem- 
orable  campaign  repair  to  the  grass-grown  hil- 
lock which  marks  the  battle  flekl,  and  redte  the 
eventftil  atory  to  his  diildren.  Often  are 
time  and  space  annihilated,  and  the  years  of  his 
pilgrimage  recalled  to  the  desperate  conflict; 
and  in  those  mral  f^tes,  which  none  know 
better  how  to  grace  with  refinement  and  beauty 
than  the  gallant  Frank  of  oar  snnny  clime,  the 
revered  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  ia  never  for- 
gotten, afld  the  choicest  of  Heaven's  blessings 
are  invited  upon  the  patriot's  head. 

Hr.  A.  M&NN  sfUd  tnat,  of  all  the  debates  to 
which  he  had  ever  listened^  this  was  the  most 
useless.  The  cry  of  corropiion  had  been  raised 
against  tbe'heads  of  these  de^Mrtmen^  for  two 
or  three  yeara,  without  there  ever  having  been 
•ny  QMcme  <»)arge  of  coimptiw  or  malead- 
minisMion.  He,  tsx  <Hie^  ahould  be  well 
I^eased  to  see  the  aceoser  etme  fuse  to  fiuw 
with  the  aocosed.  If  there  was  cormption 
anywhere,  let  it  oome  out.  But  these  general 
etudes  were  made  to  extend  to  every  nook  and 
comer  of  our  Government.  Why  was  this! 
The  cry  of  corruption  was  raised,  but  why  did 
not  the  gentiemen  diow  the  act  and  point  to 
the  man  who  was  gniltrir  of  it  ?  Who  was  he 
in  whcnn  oorruption  had  been  found  I  He,  Mr. 
It,  would  aasertj  on  bebatf  of  ^  exeonttve  [ 


[H.  or  B. 

departments  of  i\\\A  administration,  that  thdr 
officers  courted  investigation,  and  were  desirous 
that  your  committees  should  be  sent  amongst 
them.  He  was  in  favor  of  investigation,  but 
the  resolution  of  the  gentieman  from  Virginia 
contuned  merely  general  charges  of  corruption. 
He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Fuboe's  amendment, 
and  would  give  power  to  a  committee  to  inves- 
tigate any  specific  charge  which  any  member 
niwht  make  on  thia  floor,  or  which  any  iudi- 
vidnal  of  a  respectable  diaraoter  might  make 
elsewhere.  Bat  let  the  investigation  q£  the 
committee  be  confined  to  the  particular  charge 
which  might  be  made.  If  there  was  corrup- 
tion, let  it  be  made  known, ;  if  not,  let  not 
gentlemen  be  convicted  upcm  mere  general 
charges,  having  no  proof  to  sustain  them. 
In  reply  to  a  qaestion  from  Hr.  Undxewood^ 
Mr.  Mjjin  explained,  that  he  did  not  say  that 
he  should  vote  against  the  oripnal  resolution, 
if  the  amendment  be  not  adopted,  but  tbat  he 
preferred  the  latter. 

Hr.  Ubsbbwood  said,  the  true  question  ii^ 
whether  we  have  a  right  to  make  the  examinar 
tion  before  char^g  any  (rffenoe ;  or  must  we 
^>edfy  <xBfence8  at  random,  and  then  call  fbr  a 
committee  to  ascert^n  thrar  truth  I  H  it  was 
a  mere  copartnership  between  the  heads  of  the 
departments  and  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  shonld  have  the  right  to  inspect  tiielr 
books  and  papers ;  and  a  retiisal  on  their  part 
to  let  us  do  it  would  be  just  cause  for  dissolving 
the  ooncem.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  a  copartnership 
in  political  trade,  where  each  member  of  the 
firm  shares  the  profits  acoordinff  to  the  capital 
of  intrigue  and  management  he  contributes. 
Such  a  doctrine  is  only  onrrent  with  those 
whose  motto  is,  "  to  the  victors  belong  the 
spoils."  The  people  of  this  nation,  in  whose 
place  we  stand^  do  not  admit  the  existence  of 
any  partnership  with  their  rulers.  It  Is  no 
joint-stock  company.  Those  who  rule  in  the 
executive  departments  are  the  mere  agents  oi 
the  people,  the  trustees  for  their  use ;  and  we, 
temporarily  dothed  with  the  power  q£  the 
people,  as  their  representatives,  have  the  same 
right  to  call  n|)on  those  agents  and  trustees  to 
exhibit  all  their  books,  records,  and  accounts, 
touching  the  afi'airs  of  the  Government,  that 
the  merchant  has  to  call  upon  his  factor,  or  the 
landlord  upon  his  steward.  Sir,  this  ri^ht  ia 
the  true  basis.^f  American  liberty ;  it  is  the 
essence  of  responsibility ;  and  if  it  be  not  prac- 
tically exercised,  the  people  can  never  settie 
thmr  aooounts,  or  know  how  th^  stand  with 
their  rulers;  and  when  the  gentlanan  ihsn 
Louidana  (Mr.  Biplxt)  seemed  to  deny  the 
very  existence  of  sudi  a  right,  I  felt  that  he 
was  uttering  sentiments  and  opinions  more 
congenial  to  the  monarchical  atmo^here 
Europe  than  the  repnblican  expanse  which  en- 
circles the  States  of  this  Union.  If  there  is  no 
such  right,  liberty  is  dead,  and  despotism 
reigns. 

But,  ur,  the  ^)stract  right  has  not  been  posi- 
tively denied,  aSthongh  It  has  been  treated  as 
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if  it  did  not  exist ;  and  the  manner  proposed 
for  its  exercise,  by  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  rather  implies  a 
want  of  right  or  authority  to  send  out  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  general  examination.  The 
gentleman  fhnn  Bhode  Idand  is  an  astnte  law- 
yer ;  and,  if  he  will  reflect  a  moment,  he  most 
be  sen^ble  that  the  oonrae  indicated  by  hia 
amendment  is  a  departure  from  the  settled 
practice  in  courts  of  Justice,  dengned  to  bring 
the  violators  of  the  penal  code  to  punishment. 
By  their  practice,  the  gcaai.  jury  is  first  em- 
panelled and  sworn  to  in<}uire ;  and,  sir,  the 
grand  jury  is  unrestricted  m  its  inquiries.  It 
has  no  limits,  but  may  take  a  range  of  bivesti- 
gation  coextensive  with  the  pentd  laws  of  the 
knd.  The  grand  jury  indicts  and  presents,  and 
gives  shape  and  form  to  Hie  charge.  After  the 
grand  jury  has  specified  the  time,  place,  circum- 
•tances,  and  manner  of  the  crime,  then  comes 
the  tenirey  and  the  aecuaed  la  pnt  upon  hia 
triaL  The  gentleman's  amendment  reverses 
the  order  of  Haaga,  He  would  have  the  pros- 
eeator  to  state  ttte  charge  by  guessing,  and 
without  the  examination  of  any  witness  before 
the  grand  Jnry,  or  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  then 
he  would  nnrUiwith  enter  upon  the  trial.  Only 
indulge  the  gentleman  in  such  a  coarse — a 
course  which  subverts  the  settled  wisdom  of 
the  coontry,  growing  out  of  the  experience  of 
ages — and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  no  culprit 
ever  could  be  convicted,  with  the  gentleman's 
talents  employed  in  the  defence.  This  House 
is  the  grand  inquest  of  this  nation,  and  I,  for 
one,  Ur.  Speal:er,  will  never  consent  to  trammel 
its  investigatioiu  by  adopting  a  limited  role, 
■ooh  as  the  amendment  proposes. 

The  gentleman  ftxnn  Lonitf  ana  (Hr.  Biflbt) 
■eems  to  consider  the  original  resohition,  which 
contemplates  an  examination  of  the  depart- 
ments in  all  their  ramifications,  as  an  insmua- 
tion  against  the  integrity  of  the  President.  He 
Qlr.  R.)  will  not  look  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  because  the  President  has  certified 
that  all  is  well ;  and  to  look  for  himself  and 
his  constituents  after  that,  would  be  to  suspect 
the  truth  and  honesty  of  the  Preddent. 

I  wsa  astonished  Ifl  hear  such  sentiments 
avowed  on  this  floor.  They  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, exotic,  plants  which  should  never  be  per- 
mitted to  take  root  in  American  soiL  It  is  the 
dootrine  of  paadve  obedience,  of  ^uiet  acqai- 
flscaioe  in  the  will  of  a  master.  Sir,  the  gen- 
tteman  fbrgets  that  eternal  vigilance  is  tiie 
condition  upon  which  public  liberty  depends. 
We  should  receive  nothing  without  examina- 
tion, without  sifting  it  thoroughly,  and  asoer- 
tidmng  for  ourselves  and  our  constituents  all  its 
properties  and  qualities.  If  we  are  to  take 
things  on  trust,  our  presence  here  might  as 
wdl  be  dispensed  witl^  and  we  had  better  sur- 
render at  once  all  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  a  truuiful  and  honest  Presi- 
dent. Bir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  truth 
or  lunaesty  of  the  Ftesiaent.  I  shall  neither 
oonee^  nor  deny  him  thaw  qnalities  ixpca  this 
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ocoasioD.  By  hia  "  fhiits  "  I  know  him.  But 
as  he  is  soon  to  retire  from  his  station,  and  'as 
it  does  not  affect  the  prindples  for  which  I  am 
contending,  whether  he  is  truthful  and  honest 
or  otherwise,  I  i^iall  not  stop  to  inquire  into 
moh  personal  qnalltiea.  But  si^pose  it  were 
conceded  that  his  diantctv  for  truth  and  hesk- 
esty  stands  as  lugh  as  his  wannest  admirera 
woald  place  it,  are  we  to  abstain  from  an  ex- 
amination into  the  conduct  of  our  public  fone- 
tionariee,  and  the  situation  of  tLdr  offices^ 
merely  because  the  President  is  of  opinion  thn* 
have  done  their  duty  ?  The  Preradent's  oertt- 
flcate  in  their  behalf  is  nothing  more  than  his 
opinion;  he  does  not  inform  us  tiiat  he  has 
made  a  minute  and  personal  examinatatm  into 
the  condition  of  the  departments,  and  that  his 
(pinion  Is  the  result  of  such  examiuatioQ.  We 
know  that  the  President's  official  duties  have 
required  a  great  deal  of  bis  time.  His  absonoe 
last  summer,  and  his  recent  illness,  oumeeted 
with  bis  official  engagements,  have  allowed  him 
very  little  time  to  devote  to  the  aamiiurtiim 
of  tiie  departments ;  and  hence,  sir,  tUs  House 
and  this  nation  may  form  a  very  different  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  heads  of  tiie  departments 
and  their  conduct  from  that  expressed  ih» 
President ;  and  all  this  may  be  d<«ie  vithont 
assaulting  bis  personal  character. 

The  gentleman  fnan  Rhode  Island  (Mr. 
Peaboe)  seemed  to  oppose  the  proposed  inves- 
tigation because  he  apprehended  there  was  a 
lurking  purpose  to  depreciate,  if  not  slander, 
the  characters  of  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  executive  departments.  I  am  equally  sena- 
ble,  with  that  gentlonan,  <tf  the  valiie  to  this 
nauMi  of  the  repatatioa  ci  our  pnUio  men,  and 
I  have  had  oanse  to  regret  tiie  nnmeiitea  re- 
proaches and  vile  tadimnies  whidi  are  crffcoi 
cast  upon  them  by  a  eorrapt  partisan  press ; 
but  I  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  n>r 
podng  the  ori^al  resolution,  lest  the  charac- 
ters of  those  high  in  office  might  tnS&t  by  its 
adoption.  We  must  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  committee  will  report  nothing  but  facts.  If 
the  facts  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  produce  cen- 
sure, degradaUon  of  character,  and  expuLnon 
from  office,  it  will  be  much  more  orefitable  to 
the  nation  and  its  institutions  to  expose  the 
base  motives  and  bad  acts  of  exalted  runction- 
aries,  than  to  leave  them  unmoleBted  in  th^ 
high  places,  presenting  a  Mr  exteriw  to 
the  world,  while  all  is  diqgusting  fiUh  aod  rot- 
tenness within.  I  admit  were  is  a  ffin^utiaa 
of  national  charaotw  whenever  any  of  our 
high  officers  are  shown  to  be  unworthy  of 
their  stations ;  but  we  had  better  lose  in  this 
respect  than  to  wink  at  corruption  for  the  sake 
of  appearances.  By  detecting,  expoung,  and 
punishing,  jwKtical  criminals,  those  who  offend 
against  uie  statutes  and  principles  of  liberty, 
there  is  a  national  gain  of  reputation,  which 
more  than  counterbalances  the  loes  I  have 
mentioned.  The  gun  consists  in  the  manifes- 
tation of  a  sound  state  of  moral  and  pditical 
soitimaiti  which  will  not  allow  oflbnders  to 
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escape  vith  imponitj ;  and  the  Bssnranoe  we 
find  in  the  stem  political  virtne  which  con- 
demns the  official  knave,  that  onr  free  inatitn- 
tioDS  are  destined  to  last  fhrever.  Now,  sir, 
let  ns  test  those  principles  of  loss  and  ffain,  by 
instituting  the  fullest  and  most  nnliiiuted  in- 
qniry ;  and  if  the  resnlt  is,  as  some  predict, 
that  the  characters  of  onr  cabinet  ministers 
will  shine  the  bri^ter  from  having  passed  the 
ordssl,  tba  nation  will  g:^  mabh  bj  the  ocm- 
Tiction  that  ndsting  snspicitMis  are  not  wdl 
fonndsd,  and  hy  the  inereaM  of  the  reputations 
of  those  high  mnctionaries. 

It  hss  been  said  that  the  original  resolution 
proposes  a  new  thing,  for  which  there  is  no 
precedent  in  the  history  of  this  GoTemment 
Grant  it,  and  what  of  that  ?  Is  not  the  Pred- 
dent's  laudatory  certificate  in  behalf  of  all  the 
execntive  deputments  and  tb^  officers  a  new 
tiling  .in  the  history  of  this  Gtoremment ! 
What  former  President  ever  did  the  like  I  If 
tiie  President  iatrodnoes  s  new  practice,  may 
we  not  meet  it  by  an'  ^propriate  novelty  t  If 
the  ori^nal  resolati(»i  u  amended,  it  should  be 
done  1^  prodding  for  tiie  appcmitment  of  a 
aeparato  committee  to  examme  eaoh  depart- 
ment. One  committee,  I  fear,  cannot  go 
throa^h  the  whole.  If  snoh  a  practice  bad 
prevailed,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  hare  done, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  GoTemmeut, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  many  things  which  have 
been  improperly  done  would  not  have  tidcen 
place.  £arly  impressions,  Kr.  Speaker,  are 
never  foi^tten.  The  first  lesson  taught  me, 
as  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Legidature, 
many  years  since,  was  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing annually  a  committee  to  examine  each 
omartment  the  Government  of  that  State, 
and  to  rmort  upon  its  craiditim.  The  offices 
of  onr  State— Auditor,  Treasurer,  Re^ster, 
fto. — are  annoally  examined  by  a  separate  com- 
mittee, and  reported  on.  We  do  not  take  the 
Governor's  word  that  all  things  are  going  on. 
well ;  bnt  the  representatives  of  the  pe<^le  in- 
vestigate for  themselves  and  th^  oonstitneDtB ; 
and  the  same  practice  shonld  prevail  in  this 
Government,  henceforth  and  forever. 

If^  ICr.  Speaker,  I  have  satisfied  the  Honse 
that  we  possess  the  power  to  make  a  general 
examination  into  the  condition  of  the  d^tart- 
ments,  without  stating  beforehand  any  specific 
abuse  or  malfeaaanoe  as  the  olgect  of  inquiry ; 
if  sneh  power  neoeasBrOy  results  fivm  the  Jwis- 
lative  powers  vested  in  as  by  the  constitution, 
and  train,  the  power  ai  impeaebmait,  then  there 
is  nothing  left  to  be  considered  bnt  the  propri- 
ety of  exerciring  the  power  at  this  time.  It  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  exercise  of  the 
right  to  examine  a  department  when  this  Honse 
calls  for  a  report.  We  have  as  much  right  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  ascertain  a  fiact  by  in- 
specting the  records  of  a  d«)artment,  as  to  re- 
quire t£e  head  of  the  same  department,  or  the 
chief  of  any  burean,  to  report  as  to  the  partic- 
ular fiact^  upon  hie  inspection.  Suppose  a  qnes- 
tim  ahcnla  arise  wbetiier  the  net  is  tnij 
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reported,  how  can  yon  decide  unless  you  have 
the  power  to  examine !  I  dismiss  the  argu- 
ment in  rward  to  the  ridit  of  a  general  exami- 
nation, and  will  proceed  to  show  the  propriety 
of  its  exercise. 

Will  it  interest  the  people  of  this  oountiyf 
and  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  to  know 
whether  there  are  cormpt  combinations  ezlst- 
ins  among  the  officers  of  this  Government,  to 
aid  and  assist  each  other  in  procuring  and  re- 
taining for  themsdves  and  their  relatives  offices 
and  the  emoluments  thereof  t  Is  it  advisable 
to  ssoertun,  in  this  the  freest  Government  on 
earth,  how  fiar  the  spirit  of  despotism  can  or 
has  obtcdned  power  to  proscribe  and  punlab 
those  who  dare  to  assert  with  boldness,  and  to 
maintain  with  independence,  their  principles  of 
policy,  and  their  opinions  in  regud  to  meat 
Will  it  have  a  salutary  influence  among  the 
lovers  of  Justice  and  votaries  of  freedom,  to 
expose  the  wicked  schemes  of  self-a^randize- 
ment,  which  sometimes  corrupt  the  wholesome 
administration  of  the  laws,  a«d  infuse  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  legislation  of  a  country  t  If 
these  qnestiojis  are  afBnnativflly  answered,  then, 
»r,  we  ouf^t  now  to  raise  a  committee  ud  x»- 
quire  an  examination  according  to  the  original 
resolution.  Whether  the  «oiiunit£ee  would 
find,  by  their  investigation,  facta  to  alarm  the 
nation,  or  to  cheer  it  on  its  forward  march  to 
greatness  in  population,  in  wealth,  in  resources, 
need  not  be  anticipated.  The  committee  wonld 
certainly  find  fitcts  of  the  one  kind  or  the  other ; 
and  the  investigation  would  necessarily  result 
in  pointing  out  dangers  which  threaten  our 
destruction,  or  in  confirmbig  our  hopes  of  the 
durability  of  our  institutions.  Either  resnlt  is 
desiraUe,  and  hence  we  should  not  hesitate  to 
ad(^tVhe  original  resolution. 


TcEsnAT,  December  22. 

Message  from  the  Pretident — Texa*  Independ- 
ence. 

The  following  Uessage  was  received  from  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States : 

To  th«  Sintte  of  Jtepreuntativet  TT.  S. : 

During  the  Iwt  session,  informatioa  was  given 
to  Congress,  bynhe  Ezeoutive,  that  measures  bad 
been  taken  to  ascertain  "  the  poUtical,  military,  and 
ciril  condition  of  Texas."  I  now  subtnit,  for  your 
cenaderatlon,  extiaeta  frtui  the  report  of  the  ageni 
who  bad  been  appdoted  to  collect  It,  restive  to  tiie 
con^don  of  that  country. 

■  No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  to- 
wards the  ackoowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
Texas ;  and  the  whole  subject  would  have  been  left 
without  ihrtber  remark,  on  the  information  now 
given  to  Congress,  were  it  not  that  the  two  Houses^ 
at  tii^  last  seastca,  acting  separately,  passed  reso- 
lutions "that  the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to 
be  acknowledged  by  Uie  United  States,  whenever 
satisfactory  Information  should  be  received  that  it 
bad  in  successfid  operation  a  civil  Government^ 
capable  of  perfbnnlog  the  duties  and  ftalfilllng  the 
oulgatioM  of  an  Indqpendeiit  power."   TIps  marie 
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of  iDterest  id  the  qoestion  of  the  iDdependenoe  of 
Texas,  and  iudicstioQ  of  the  viewi  of  Congress,  make 
it  proper  that  I  ahoald,  somewhiU  In  detail,  present 
the  craikderations  that  hare  goremed  the  Execatire 
In  eonthmiDg  to  ocenpj  the  ground  previously  takeo 
in  the  contest  between  Uexico  and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  a  new  State  as  inde- 
pendent, and  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  fomily  of  na- 
tions, ia  at  all  times  an  act  of  great  delicacy  and 
respOBslbilit; ;  but  more  eapeciaUr  so  when  anch 
State  baa  fbtdbly  separated  itself  ftom  another,  of 
vhioh  it  had  formed  an  Integral  part,  and  wljeh 
itin  claims  dombiion  over  it.  A  premature  recogni- 
ticm,  under  these  circumstances,  u  not  looked  upon 
as  jtutifiable  cause  of  war,  is  always  liable  to  be  re- 
nrded  as  a  proof  of  an  un&iendly  spirit  to  «ie  of 
the  contending  parties.  All  qnesUons  relatiTe  to 
tiie  gorenunent  of  foreign  nanotu,  whether  of  the 
old  or  neV  world,  hare  been  treated  by  the  TTnited 
States  as  questions  offset  only ;  and  our  predeces- 
Bors  hare  cautiously  abst^ed  &om  decidiiw  upon 
them  until  the  clearest  evidence  was  In  their  pos- 
eesdon,  to  enable  them  not  ooly  to  decide  correctly, 
but  to  shield  their  decisioDS  from  eveir  unworthy 
Imputation.  In  di  the  contests  that  bare  arisen 
ont  of  the  rertdutioos  of  France,  out  of  the  disputes 
rdaUng  to  tiie  orowns  of  Portu^  apd  Spain,  out 
of  the  rercdntlonary  moTements  m  those  kingdoms, 
ont  of  the  separation  of  the  American  poasessions 
of  both  from  the  European  Ooveniments,  and  out 
of  the  numerous  and  constantly  occurring  stmg^es 
for  dominion  in  Spaidsh  America,  so  wisuy  consist- 
ent with  our  just  principles  has  been  tha  action  of 
our  Goremmait,  that  we  have,  under  tha  most  crit- 
ical circumstances,  aToided  all  oenanre,  and  en- 
countered no  other  evil  than  that  produced  by  a 
transient  eetrangemeat  of  good  will  in  those  against 
whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evidence,  com- 
pelled to  decide. 

It  has  thus  lieen  made  known  to  the  world  that 
the  uniform  pdicy  and  practice  of  the  TTnlte^States 
la,  to  aToId  all  interforence  In  disputes  irUdPmere- 
Ij  relate  to  the  internal  goremment  of  other  nations. 
Mid  eventually  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the 
prevailing  party,  without  reference  to  our  particular 
Litereata  and  views,  or  to  the  merits  of  the  original 
controversy.  Fnblh)  ofunion  here  le  so  firmly  estab- 
lUied  and  80  well  nndofstood  in  fovor  of  this  polioy, 
that  no  serious  disagreement  baa  ever  arisen  among 
ourselves  In  rdation  to  it,  although  brought  under 
review  in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  at  periods  when 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  greatly  excited  by  the 
agitation  of  topics  purely  domestic  in  their  char- 
acter, Xor  has  any  deliberate  inquiry  ever  been 
faudtuted  In  Congress,  or  in  any  of  our  legislative 
bodies,  as  to  whom  bdonged  the  power  of  original- 
ly recogniring  a  new  3tatt>  a  power  the  ezerofse 
of  which  is  cqidvalent,  under  some  dronmstanoeq, 
to  a  declaration  of  war — a  power  nowhere  express- 
ly delegated,  and  only  granted  in  the  constitution, 
as  it  is  necessarily  involved  In  some  of  the  great 
powera  given  to  Congress;  in  that  g^ven  to  the 
Freitident  and  Senate  to  form  treaties  with  foreign 
poven,  and  to  q>potait  ■mbasaaflors  and  otho- pub- 
uemldatets;  andintiiat  eoDforrednponthePrea- 
Ident  to  receive  minlatera  from  foreign  nations. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  it  ia  distinctly  intimated  that 
the  expediency  of  recognl^ng  the  independence  of 
Texas  should  bo  left  to  the  decidon  of  Congress. 
In  thli  view,  on  the  gnwnd  ot  ezpedteiey,  J  am 
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disposed  to  concur;  and  do  not,  therefore,  coodder 
it  neeesiaty  to  expreai  any  oj^nlon  as  to  the  strict 
c<m8dtutinial  liriit  of  the  ExeootiTet  either  apart 
from  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Semite,  over  tlie 
Hubjoct  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  do  Aittnw 
occasion  will  a  dispute  arise,  as  none  has  heretofore 
occurred,  l>etween  the  Executive  and  Legislature, 
hi  the  ezerciae  of  the  power  of  recognition.  It  will 
always  be  con^dered  conidstent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  and  moat  safe,  that  it  should  he 
exercised,  when  probably  leading  to  war,  with  a 
jwevious  onderstan^g  with  that  body  by  whom 
war  can  alone  be  decUred,  and  by  whom  all  the 
provisions  for  sustaining  its  perils  must  be  famished. 
Its  Bubmisoon  to  Congress,  wliicfa  rewesents  In  one 
of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  in  the 
other  the  people  of  the  United  States,  where  there 
may  be  reasonable  ground  to  umrdiend sograTe * 
consequence*  would  certainly  afford  the  fld&t  sat- 
isfaction to  our  own  country,  and  a  perfect  guar- 
antee to  all  other  natiuiB,  of  the  justice  and  pru- 
dence of  the  measures  which  might  be  adopted. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  it  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  relieve  myself  Irom  the  responjdbiU^  of  ez- 
pressing  my  own  oi^ons  of  the  course  the  inters 
eats  of  our  country  prescribe,  and  its  honor  pennils 
us  to  follow. 

It  Is  scarcely  to  be  imagined  that  a  question  of 
this  character  could  be  presented,  in  relation  to 
which  it  would  be  more  difficult  for  the  United 
States  to'avoid  exciGng  the  susi^cion  and  jealousy 
of  other  powers,  and  maintain  th^  esteblisbed 
character  for  fair  and  impartial  dealing.  But  on 
this,  as  on  every  trying  occasion,  safety  is  to  be 
found  in  a  ri^d  adherence  to  princI^e. 

In  the  contest  between  Spain  and  her  revolted 
colonies  we  stood  aloof,  and  wuted  not  only  until 
the  ability  of  the  new  States  to  protect  themselvea 
was  fhlly  established,  but  until  the  danger  of  their 
being  again  subjunted  had  entirely  passed  amy. 
Then,  and  not  tiU  then,  were  they  rect^idied.  Sam 
was  our  course  in  re^wd  to  Mexico  herselC  The 
same  policy  was  observed  In  all  the  disputes  grow- 
ing out  of  the  separation  into  distinct  Oovemmoits 
of  those  Spanish  American  States  who  began  or 
carried  on  the  contest  iriUi  tiie  parent  country,  uni- 
ted under  one  form  of  government  We  aoloiowl- 
edged  the  sqiarate  Indniendeaoe  of  New  Granada, 
of  Tenesnela,  and  of  ^nador,  only  after  their  In- 
dependent existence  was  no  longer  a  snhjeet  of  dis- 
pute, or  was  actually  acquiesced  in  by  those  with 
whom  they  had  been  previously  uidted.  It  Is  true 
that,  vritb  regard  to  Texas,  tfie  civil  authority  of 
V exico  has  been  expelled,  Its  invading  army  defeat- 
ed, and  the  chief  of  the  republic  himself  captured, 
and  all  present  power  to  control  the  .newly  oigan- 
ixed  Ck»vemment  of  Texas  annihilated  within  Its 
confines.  Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is,  In  ap- 
pearance at  least,  an  immense  ^sparity  of  physiMl 
force  on  the  ride  of  Mexico,  The  Mexican  repubUo, 
under  another  Executive,  is  rallying  its  forces  under 
a  new  leader,  and  menadng  a  fresh  iwvadOD  to  re- 
cover its  lost  dominion. 

Upon  the  Issue  oi  this  threatened  Innsiui,  the 
independence  <tf  Texas  may  be  considered  as  sus- 
pended; and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
reUtive  situation  of  the  United  States  and  Texas, 
our  acknowledgment  of  its  independence  at  such  a 
cri^  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  consistent  with 
that  prudent  reserve  wiUi  wbidi  we  have  hereto* 
ton  held  omelTM  bonnd  to  treat  alt  daSki  qnai- 


Mtuagtjhm  tha  Frmdatt — Ttaxu  IndepettdeMca. 


Digitized  by 


285 


DsOBKBn,  1686.} 

tiaoL  But  tWe  ato  elrcunuUnces  in  tbs  nilatioiis 
of  the  two  count riefl  vhich  requiie  ni  to  ftot,  on 
this  occuioD,  vlth  eren  more  than  our  wonted  cau- 
tion. TexAS  wsfl  once  claimed  u  a  port  of  our 
IHttperty,  and  there  are  those  among  our  citaxena 
who,  always  reluctant  to  abandon  that  clafan,  can- 
not but  r<»ard  with  soUcltude  the  prospect  of  the 
reniuon  of  the  territory  to  tbia  country.  A  large 
proportion  of  its  dnlizod  inhabitants  are  emigrants 
mnn  the  United  States :  speak  the  same  lanzuage 
with  ourselres;  cherish  the  same  principles,  poutical 
and  religious;  and  are  bound  to  many  of  our  citizens 
by  ties  of  friendship  and  kindred  blood ;  and,  more 
than  all,  it  is  known  that  the  peoide  of  that  country 
bare  instituted  the  same  form  of  govenunent  wiu 
oar  own ;  and  have,  since  the  close  of  your  last 
SBsrion,  opnly  resolTed,  on  the  adcnowledgment 
by  ns  of  their  independence,  to  seek  ndodBdon  into 
the  Union  as  one  of  tiie  Federal  States.  This  last 
elrcumstaQce  is  a  matter  of  pecuUar  delicacy,  and 
forces  upon  us  considerations  of  the  grareat  char- 
acter. The  tiUe  of  Texas  to  the  territory  she  claims 
li  Identified  with  her  IndopBiideiiee ;  she  asks  us  to 
acknowledge  that  title  to  the  territory,  with  an 
sTowed  dwgn  to  treat  immediately  of  its  transfer 
to  tlie  United  States.  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of 
a  too  early  movement,  as  It  might  sut^ect  us,  how- 
ever niyustly,  to  the  imputation  of  seeking  to  es- 
tabfish  the  clsdm  of  our  neighbors  to  a  territory, 
with  a  view  to  its  subsequent  acqnisition  by  our- 
selves. Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that 
ve  dHMdd  still  stud  aloof,  and  maint^  our  present 
attitude,  if  not  onfll  Hexico  itself,  or  one  of  the 
great  foreign  powers,  shall  recognize  the  indepeod- 
ence  of  the  new  Government,  at  least  until  the  lapse 
of  time  or  the  coarse  of  events  eball  have  proved, 
beyond  osvil  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of 
that  cooutry  to  maintaia  tlieir  separata  sovereignty, 
and  to  nphdd  the  Govemmeat  constituted  by  them. 
Neither  of  the  contending  parties  can  justly  com- 
plain  of  this  course.  By  pursuing  it,  we  are  but 
carrying  out  the  long  estabUshed  policy  of  our  Got- 
emmcnt — a  policy  wUch  has  secured  to  as  reluct 
and  influence  abroad,  and  inqrfred  ooofldence  at 
home. 

HaviDg  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  prcsantiDg 
with  rimj^city  and  directness  the  fiews  which,  ailer 
much  reflection,  I  have  lieen  led  to  take  of  this  im- 
portant subject,  I  have  only  to  add  the  ezpresdoQ 
of  my  confideace  that,  if  Congress  shall  differ  with 
roe  upon  it,  their  judgment  will  be  the  result  of 
diqiassionate,  prudent,  and  wise  deliberation;  with 
tlie  asBuance  that,  during  the  short  time  I  shall 
eontinne  connected  with  the  Government,  I  shall 
prmnptiy  and  cordially  tuUte  with  you  in  such  meas- 
ures as  may  be  deemed  best  fitted  to  increase  the 
pnapedtj  mad  peipatoate  the  peace  of  our  favored 
eonntrya 

AITDREW  JACKSON. 
WABHimroK,  Deemiar  Si,  18S6. 

^  The  reading  of  the  Message  haring  been  oon- 

^rf^oTABD  mored  that  tiie  Bomd,  with  the 
accom^ftnytng  docmnents,  be  referred  to  the 
Ooranuttee  on  Foreign  Afilurs,  and  that  they 
be  printed ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Brioob  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies 
of  the  Mess^e  and  doooments  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  FxABOB  mored  20,000. 


[H.  or  B. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  print  20,000  extra  copies,  which  was  agreed 
to. 


Monday,  December  26. 

Wnxujc  O.  Dawsoit,  elected  from  Qeorgia, 
to  fill  the  TBoanoy  ocoanoned  by  the  decease 
<tf  General  Ooitsb,  appeared,  was  qoahfled,  and 
took  his  seat 

Geological  Seeonnoiuaiuse. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Me,  Hx5- 
DBBSON  on  l^e  20th  instant,  was  then  token  np: 

Retotvid,  That  6,000  copies  of  the  Senate  docu- 
ment No.  3S3,  entitled  *'  Report  of  a  Geol(«ioal  Be- 
connoissance  made  in  183S,  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, by  tlie  way  of  Green  Bay  and  the  Wiscooon 
Territory,  to  the  Cotean  De  Pr^rie,  by  O.  W.  Fea- 
therstoiuisns^.  United  States  getdwiBt,**  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  Uiis  Hon8& 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  resolation  was 
modified  by  the  addition  of  the  following  words : 
"under  the  direction  of  Mr.  FeatherBtonhangh." 

Mr.  Pabxkb  objected  to  the  resolution,  ouess 
some  gentleman  would  give  good  reasaiifl  for 
its  adwtioo. 

Mr.  G.  Ln  aalct  he  had  Toted  nntfomily  ftir 
motlmu  to  print  the  pnblio  doooments;  ttie 
people  were  entitled  to  the  knowledge  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  Government;  they  desire 
this  knowledge,  and  be  had  seen  no  docmnent 
which  was  not  proper  and  nseftd  for  the  people 
to  read  uid  discass. 

The  genUeman  frcnn  New  Jersey  asks  who 
wants  tae  document — who  will  read  it  ?  and 
expresses  an  opinion  that  not  one  in  one  hun- 
dred tboosand  will  read  it  I  will  inform  the 
gentleman  that  seveial  scientifio  gentlemra 
have  written  to  me  oi^ies.  I  have  this  dw 
applied  at  the  doomnent  office  for  them,  and 
am  iniSormed  that  not  a  dn^e  copy  remains. 
The  enl^edt  of  the  geolMy  of  our  country  is  an 
interesting  sabjeet  to  all  classes,  and  especially 
the  geology  of  oar  wide  ^read,  hitherto  unex- 
plored regions ;  and  I  h^ere  the  very  reverse 
of  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey womd  be  nearer  Uie  truth.  I  beUeye  that 
not  one  in  one  hundred  thonsaQd  of  tiie  reading 
commumty  would  fail  to  read  it,  if  they  had  the 
document;  and  I  believe,  moreover,  that  the 
printing  and  the  distribution  by  Confess  is  the 
most  convenient  and  the  cheapest  mode  of  dis- 
seminating information  that  can  be  devised. 

Mr.  Bill  wished  to  know  if  this  wcn-k  had 
been  examined  by  any  one  oompetent  to  JndM 
of  its  merits ;  for  they  had  often  ordered  hoou 
to  be  printed  which  tnmed  ont  to  be  worthless. 
He  moved  that  the  resolutitm  l>e  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Hbkdebson  accepted  this  as  a  modifica- 
tion; and,  so  mocUfiedf  the  reaolntioQ  was  agreed 
to. 
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Tdudat,  December  27. 
Michigan, 

The  following  Kessage  was  received  from 
the  J^^dent  of  the  United  States : 

Tit  the  SetuUe  and  House  of  RepreaetUailvti  the 
UniUi  State*  of  Ameriea : 

Bj  the  second  secUoD  of  the  Bct  "  to  establish 
the  DOtthem  bouniWy  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  to  provide  for  the  admisuon  of  the  State  of 
Wchigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  eiHidltioiifl  there- 
in  expressed,"  approved  June  IStfa,  1886,  the  con- 
stitution and  State  Gorenunent  which  the  people 
of  Michigan  had  formed  for  themselves  was  ratified 
and  confirmed,  and  the  State  of  Michigan  decbwed 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  bat  on  the  express  oondition 
that  the  s^d  State  should  consist  of,  and  have  Juris- 
diction over,  all  the  territory  included  within  cer- 
tain boundaries  described  in  the  act,  and  over  none 
other.  It  was  further  enacted,  hj  the  third  section 
of  the  same  law,  that,  as  a  compliance  with  the 
fundamental  concUtion  of  admission,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Uicbigan,  as  thus  described,  declared, 
ud  estaUlabed,  should  "  receive  the  assent  of  a 
convention  of  delegates,  elected  bv  the  people  of 
mii  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fpving  the  assent 
therein  required;  that,  as  soon  as  such  assent  should 
be  given,  the  Frerident  of  the  United  States  should 
announce  the  same  hj  proclamation;  and  that, 
tiierenpon,  and  without  anj  farther  proceeding  on 
tiie  part  of  Oongresi,  the  •dmIirio&  of  ^  &ate  in- 
to the  Union,  as  one  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, should  be  considered  as  complete,  and  her  Sen- 
ators and  Bepresentativos  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  entitled  to  take  their  seats  without 
further  delaj. 

In  the  month  of  Kovember  last,  I  received  a 
communication,  enclodng  the  official  proceedings 
of  a  convention  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  Michigan,  on  the 
SAth  of  September,  1SS6,  all  which  are  herewith 
]aiA  before  jrou.  It  will  be  seen,  by  these  papers, 
that  the  convention,  therein  referred  to,  was  elected 
by  the  people  of  Michigan,  pursuant  to  an  act  of 
the  State  Legislature,  passed  on  the  S6th  of  July 
last.  In  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of 
Congress,  and  that  it  declined  giving  its  assent  to 
the  fundamental  condition  presimbed  by  Congress, 
and  rejected  the  same. 

On  the  £4th  instant,  the  accompanying  paper, 
witii  its  endosare,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a 
convention  of  delentes  subsequenUy  elected,  and 
held  in  the  State  oiMichlgan,  was  presented  to  me. 
By  these  papers,  which  are  also  herewith  submitted 
fiff  your  eonridawtiMi,  it  af^ieara  that  deetioos 
were  held  In  all  the  counties  of  the  State  except 
two,  on  the  6th  and'Sth  day  of  December,  instant, 
fbr  the  purpose  of  electing  a  convention  of  dele- 

S,te8  to  give  the  assent  required  by  Congress ;  that 
e  delegates  thwi  elected  assembled  in  convention 
oa  the  14th  day  of  Pecember,  instant ;  and  that  on 
the  following  day  the  assent  <^  the  body  to  tiic 
ftrndamental  condition  above  stated  was  fbrmally 
l^ven. 

This  latter  convention  was  not  held  or  elected 
hj  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  State  Le- 
gulature ;  it  origfnatedfrom  the  people  themselves, 
and  ms  chosen  by  them  in  pursuance  of  resolutimis 
adopted  in  prinnrj  asMmbHes,  held  la  the  respeo- 


tive  counties.  The  act  of  Congress,  however,  does 
not  prescritw  by  what  authority  the  convention 
shall  be  ordered,  or  the  time  when  or  the  manner 
in  which  it  shall  be  chosen.  Had  these  latter  pro- 
ceedings come  to  me  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
I  should  therefore  have  felt  it  my  duty,  on  being 
satisfied  that  they  emanated  from  a  convention  of 
delegates  elected  in  poiut  of  ftct  by  the  people  of 
the  State,  for  the  purpose  required,  to  have  issued 
my  proclamation  thereon,  as  provided  by  law.  But 
as  ^e  authority  conferred  on  the  President  was 
evidentiy  given  to  him  under  the  expectation  that 
the  assent  of  the  convention  might  be  laid  before 
him  during  the  recess  of  Con^ss,  and  to  avdd  the 
delay  of  a  postponement  until  the  meeting  of  thai 
body,  and  as  the  droumstances  which  now  attend 
the  case  are  In  other  respects  peculiar,  and  such  as 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  when  the  act  of  June 
IS,  1BS6,  was  passed,  I  deem  it  most  agreeable  to 
the  Intent  of  that  law,  and  proper  fbr  other  resaons, 
that  the  whole  sublect  shoidd  be  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  Congress.  The  Importanoe  ttf  your  ear- 
ly action  upon  it  la  too  obvious  to  need  remark. 

AITDBEW  JACKSON. 
Washikoton,  Deeemier,  1BS6. 

The  Uessa^  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cni-ia,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Jadiciary,  and,  with  the  aocompaaying 
dooomenta,  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WEDincsDAT,  December  S8. 

Extennonofthe  Pmsion  System. 

iSi.  Tatlos  submitted  the  following : 

Rtaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  grantii^  half  pay  to  widows  or  orpbans,  where 
their  husbsnds  or  tathos  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  tiie  military  service  of  the  United  States,  In 
certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July 
4, 18SS,  so  as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  that  section 
to  oU  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  whose  husbands  were  entitied  to  a  pen- 
sion,  excepting  coses  of  second  marriage  after  the 
termination  of  the  war. 

Tike  Tesolatioa  was  then  agreed  to,  n«in.  (Zm. 


TnuBSDAT,  Deoemher  29. 

Filler  Mmey  vs.  the  ComtiUttianal  (Mrreaey, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  memorial,  presented  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  tiud  on  the  table,  and 
again  broaght  to  the  attention  of  the  Ilonse 
yesterday  by  Mr.  GAi.BEA.rTn : 

To  the  hofutrahle  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Heme- 
teniativet  of  the  United  State*  of  Ameriea  in  Con- 
greea  anenMtd: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  dtizens  of 
Pennq^lvanla,  respectfully  represents :  That  we,  in 
conunon  with  a  laige  portion  of  our  fellow-dtizens, 
have,  fbr  some  time  part,  vkrwed  wMi  iome  dq^ree 
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of  aiann  tbe  n|nd  encraachments  of  toeoipormted 
companies  upon  tbe  libertiet  end  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, particnlari;  those  estabUcdied  for  the  purpose  of 
bankii^.  As  the  sjntaai  now  exists  in  the  several 
States  tDcoiporating  companies  for  that  purpose,  it 
dcstroya,  na  we  conceive,  the  design  of  tine  GonstitQ- 
tiou  of  the  United  States,  which  prohibits  the  States 
from  OMmne  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit,  ic.  The 
notes  or  bil&  of  those  banking  companies,  incorpo- 
nted  by  tha  States,  are  rqiidlr  taking  tbe  place  of 
the  constitatiomd  enrrency  of  the  country — gold  and 
rilTer — and  a  continued  fluctuation  and  uncertainty 
produced  in  the  circulating  mediom,  which  the  con- 
stitution Intended  should  be  steady  and  permanent. 
TTnder  these  circumstances,  we  bee  leave,  req>ec(- 
fnlly,  to  suggest  to  the  condderanim.  of  OongresB 
Qxe  propriety  ofproposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  for  tte  ad(^tion  of  die 
aeTeral  States,  restricting  tbe  incorporation  of  bank- 
ing companies,  and  limiting  them  in  their  issues  of 
b&nk  notes.  We  wish  not  to  be  consdered  as  asking 
for  any  powers  belns  Eiven  to  Congress  to  incorpo- 
rate companies  of  tma  description,  but  simply  the  re- 
stricting of  the  States.  We  are  opposed  to  the  in- 
crease of  poVer  in  the  National  Ooremment,  or  a 
oonsoHdated  Goremment ;  but  if  the  system  before 
mentioned  be  permitted  to  progress  as  it  has  for  tbe 
last  few  years,  Ve  qiprehend  the  consequences  to  the 
community  may  be  serious,  and  dangerous  to  the 
BtalnUty  <^  our  republioan  Institutions. 

Tour  melboriallsts  leave  furth^  to  represent, 
that  fbcy  have  understood  that  the  new  Bank  of  die 
ITnUed  States,  diartered  by  the  Legldatare  of  Ften- 
s;^vania,  Is  now  reiasmng  tiie  notes  of  the  old  &ink 
of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  United  States  was 
a  stockholder  to  the  amount  of  one-fifth  of  the  stock ; 
thus  unwarrantably  and  finudulentiy,  as  we  beliere, 
invdving  tbe  and  credit  of  the  Uuted  States, 
brii^puw  this  State  into  collision  with  the  other  ^ 
ters  01  the  confederacy,  and  calculated  to  produce 
confusion  and  disorder  in  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country.  Tour  memorialists,  therefore,  b^  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject,  to  in- 
qmre  whether  the  iact  be  as  has  been  reported ;  and 
if  so,  if  there  are  any  iqeans  in  ttie  power  of  Con* 
gresB,  to  prerent  nieh  groM  and  improper  practices 
upon  tbe  Goreniment.  And  your  memorialista,  ss 
in  duty  bound,  will  erer  pray, 

George  Eribbe.  William  Parker. 

William  H.  Walker.        Geo,  ft.  Espy. 

John  Hamo,  jr.  Wm.  M  Smiley. 

Daniel  Brown.  A.  Flumer. 

A.  Webber.  Chaa.  W.  Hackey. 
James  Adams.  James  Tumear. 
Jacob  Dubbs,  jr.  JtAtn.  'BjoA. 

.  Jonathan  Ayres.  Wm.  MleU. 

John  Singleton.  John  Hartin. 

B.  A.  Plumer.  Thoe.  S.  McDowell 
James  Adams.  Robert  J.  NdlL 
James  R  Snowden.         John  NelU. 
James  Thompson.  Harrison  Wilklns. 
Samuel  C.  &nall.            Geoige  SuUey. 

This  memorial  Hi.  Gaibbaith  having  moved 
to  refer  to  a  select  committee,  and  the  qaestion 
npoa  that  dispositioa  of  it  having  been  stated 
from  the  Chair,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Uessrs. 
Gaibbattb^  Lincoln,  Habpeb,  Dsnkt,  Ohau- 
BHB8,  Vanssbfobl,  and  Etbbstt  took  part: 
whm  Mr.  Oalbbuth's  motion  was  adiopbaa  and 
a  eomnUttee  of  nine  i^p^ted. 


(The  oommittee  was  of  the  following  gentle- 
men :  Uessrs.  Gaibsuth,  of  Fennel vania; 
SraaBT,  of  North  OaraUna ;  Etkbett,  of  Ver^ 
moot ;  Uaboh,  at  Ualne ;  Likooik  of  Uuaar 
chiuettB^  KANKf  of  Kew  York ;  Jbhirb, 
Hairland;  Houn,  of  Qeonria:  and  Obaick  (tf 
Virginia.] 


THDB6DAT,  January  ^  1887. 

£teeeutio«  Aiminittratio7i—Mr.  WiuU  SeteUm- 

tim. 

The  HoQse  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
reaohition  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  toge- 
ther with  the  pendiiw  amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J, 
Fbabob,  proTidiag  ror  the  allotment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inqidie  into  tiieadndidstra- 
tioD  of  the  ezecntiTe  diraartments. 

Mr.  Humaijr  lald :  1  shall  vote  for  tlw  re^ 
oloUon  as  proposed  hy  my  friend  from  Yir- 
ginia,  (Mr.  Wwl)  The  vote,  however,  will  not 
be  given  for  the  samo  reasons  assigned  a  day  or 
two  since  by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  f^oKKNB,)  or  for  those  ^ven  in 
main  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
BoBEBTBON.)  8o  foT  as  the  latter  gentleman's 
assignment  was  based  upon  &e  spirit  of  inqoi- 
ry,  or  the  right  and  power  of  this  Honse  to  in- 
TttrtJgate  tvSoy  and  freeir,  and  at  any  moment, 
the  afCiura  of  the  differoit  departments  and 
bnreaos  of  tbe  Gortfnmeat,  he  omcorred  with 
lum  to  tbe  uttermost.  It  was  a  right  npoa 
which  might  be  said  emphitically  to  hang  tbe 
purity  of  the  Government  and  tbe  liberties  of 
the  people ;  a  right  for  the  exercise  of  which 
he  had  ever  contended,  in  its  fullest  and  broad- 
est sense,  and  whioh  he  conld  not  now  snrren- 
der;  a  power  which,  when  denied  by  the  Bank 
(A  the  United  States,  and  Its  friends  on  that 
floor  and  elsewhere,  he  sboold,  to  tbe  last  bonr 
of  his  life,  consider  as  a  denial  of  the  essential 
principle  of  popular  Government. 

8o  far,  however,  as  tbe  gendeman's  argument 
concerned  the  exist^ce  of  corruption,  and  the 
practice  t£  abases  in  the  different  departmraitB, 
the  impropw  or  niQiut  ezeroise  of  executive  or 
other  orBcial  influence  on  the  politics  of  the  day 
or  the  recent  elections,  and  the  oeoeadty  of  the 
proposed  investigation  for  these  purposes,  he 
differed  with  bim  in  the  widest  soue  (tf  the 
word. 

Neither  abuses  nor  corruptions  would,  as 
Mr.  H.  believed,  be  found  existing  in  any  of 
the  departments ;  aad  the  fbller  and  more  opm 
the  investigation  should  be,  the  more  complete, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  the  vindication  of 
those  against  whom  tbe  ctiarges  are  to  be  level- 
led. That  viodioation  was  what  do  correct 
man  conld  feel  inclined  to  deny,  if  based  upon 
justice  and  innocence.  Renrding  them  in 
tiiat  light,  he  had  bo  fears  of  toe  otMiseqnenees; 
and  shoold  they  be  finrnd  oQierwise,  H  was  doa 
to  the  country,  to  those  who  had  been  deceived^ 
to  the  venerable  Chief  Magistrate,  agunst  wh(Ha 
he  beUeved  no  maa  had  ever  yet  oizectod  the 
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charge  oi  oomiption,  diahoDor,  or  diahouesty, 
that  tho  gailt  ahould  he  enoeed,  and  the  guilty 
bronf^t  to  pnniflhineDt.  IHtib  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolatiwi,  he  waa  viljing  to  go 
everj  length  in  pnranit  of  the  peeulfttor  and 
the  plunderer.  The  crj  that  men  were  abroad, 
that  they  were  fattening  on  the  pablio  crib, 
that  the7  were  hidden  in  the  recessea  of  the 
departments,  had  been  reaonnding  through  the 
hul  every-  day  ^nce  the  commencement  of  the 
present,  and  indeed  daring  the  greater  part  of 
the  last  session.  The  pablio  mind  was  con- 
stantly tamed  by  gentlemen  here  to  this  one 
theme ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  high  time  that  all 
this  oormption,  none  of  which,  however,  he 
had  yet  heard  8pe<»fied,  ahoold  be  looked  mto, 
probed,  corrected.  - 

Thwe  was  an  IndlTidoal,  too,  connected  with 
this  badness,  whose  name,  fnan  ha' frequent 
repetitioQ  by  honorable  gentlemen  in  their 

E laces,  the  very  parrots  themselTes,  had  they 
een  present,  would  hare  learned  to  utter  ere 
this ;  an  individnal  whom  he  knew  in  private 
life,  and  knew  there  withont  reproadi,  yet 
whose  name  here  was  daily  connected  wim  the 
worst  practices.  This  individual  common  jus- 
tice entitled  at  least  to  trial,  before  condemna- 
tion. Ur.  H.,  as  everybody  woold  understand, 
allnded  to  Reuben  K  Whitney,  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  charge  against  whom,  so  &r  as 
speoifioalaons  went,  amounted  to  the  fact  that 
he  was  employed  as  an  agent  by  some  of  the 
deporit  banks,  his  employment  as  an  agent  of 
the  Government  bling  presumed  solely  from 
the  appearance  of  bis  name  affixed  to  a  sign  be- 
fore one  of  the  rooms  in  the  building  occupied 
by  the  Treasury  Department  This  fact  uone 
might,  with  a  jury  predetermined  to  hang  both 
him  and  Ur.  Wooabory,  be  sufBcient  proof; 
but  certainly,  if  no  sach  prior  determination 
existed,  it  could  not  be  construed  into  proof 
porative  of  a  knowledge  on  either  part  that  the 
other  existed. 

Justice  to  this  individnal  himself,  to  his  iiun- 
ily,  to  the  conntry,  demanded  an  exposS  of  the 
attitnde  which  he  occupied  (^dally  towards 
the  Government 

Ifr.  H.  aaid,  dmragliont  the  period  of  this 
wssion,  there  was  one  thing  he  had  observ- 
ed with  p^n ;  a  course  which  he  believed  had 
no  preoeawt  in  the  past  history  of  the  conntry, 
and  the  memory  of  which  he  hoped  might  be 
baried  forever  at  the  termmation  of  this  Oon- 
gresa.  He  allnded  to  the  fiiot  <sS  the  determin- 
ed spirit  of  animosity,  the  same  relentless  oppo- 
sition,  which,  during  the  past,  seven  years,  had 
been  exhibited  in  the  House  against  the  Pres- 
ident, oontinning  to  evince  itself  up  to  the  hour 
whm  be  was  retiring  finally  from  the  public 
■tage.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  ranoor 
«f  pniy,  he  believed,  from  all  the  information 
he  had,  that  the  last  session  of  an  Exeoative  had 
hitherto  been  permitted  to  pass,  if  not  entirely 
in  oalmaesB  ana  petM»»  shOTiu  at  leas^  of  the  vir^ 
nlenoe  and  ranoor  ohertihed  hate.  He  pre- 
■omed  not  to  be  aoniacdenoe-keeperfiv  otiMi) 


nor  would  he  dictate  any  man^s  oourse;  but 
were  he  now  the  enemy  of  the  venerable  man 
who  had  so  long  occupied  a  distingniahed  place 
in  the  ^es  of  hia  own  conntry  and  the  world, 
he  could  not  find  it  in  his  heaHj  at  this  period, 
to  imbittdr  a  single  breath  of  his  allotted  exist- 
ence. Whatever  feelings  of  hostility  he  might 
have  cherished  against  the  Executive  him^lf, 
the  policy  and  propriety  of  his  administration, 
he' would  at  this  hour  stand  silently  by,  and 
permit  the  curtain  to  drop  quietly  and  decently 
over  the  last  scene.  What,  he  asked,  was  that 
scene,  and  who  the  great  actor,  that  the  curtain 
was  about  to  fall  upon  ?  It  was  the  last  retir- 
ing view  which  the  world  could  have  of  a  man 
whose  eventful  life  had  fnmiahed  a  whole,  a 
heavy  volume  for  the  history  his  oountiy; 
of  a  man  whose  imperishable  deeds  were  to  be 
written  in  othw  languages,  and  read  in  other 
tongaes,  and  never  read  in  any  land,  under  any 
sky  where  human  liberty  had  a  votaiy,  without 
the  heartfelt  tribute  of  glowing  adnuration ;  a 
man  upon  whom  his  country,  almost  with  ao- 
clunation,  had  delighted  to  bestow  the  highest 
honors  of  the  State,  and  who  wore  those  honors 
aa  became  them  both — his  only  aim  her  glory, 
her  prosperity,  her  happiness,  her  liberty. 

Xiet  the  records  of  his  renown  be  sought 
where  tJiey  may,  whether  emanating  from  the 
closet  or  achieved  in  the  field,  they  will  be 
found  alike  stamped  with  the  imprera  of  a 
mighty  nund,  a  patriotic  and  devoted  heart 
No  matter  in  what  manner  he  may  be  talked 
of  here,  what  obloquy  may  be  cast  upon  his 
acts,  it  will  tnm  to  nothing  in  the  end.  The 
glories  of  New  Orleans,  of  Talladega,  of  the 
Horse-shoe,  cannot  be  stricken  from  the  annals 
of  American  history.  Posterity  will  read ;  and, 
in  aftertimes,  when  patriots  war  for  liberty, 
amid  the  strife,  the  hnny,  and  the  carnage,  the 
name  of  Andnw  Jackson  shall  be  the  talis- 


man. 


"To     tts  liMria  orneii. 
As  UMogfa  twera  tlu  bmttto-drum." 


Long  hence,  when  the  rank  grass  shall  have 
grown,  and  withered  agun  and  agmn,  over  the 
whole  "  anhnated  warm  motion^'  now  filling 
this  hall,  when  perhaps  none  will  be  found  to 
tell  where  most  of  ns  lie ;  in  this  very  hall,  if 
liberty  and  nnion  remobD,  the  name  he  had  Jnat 
uttered  would  he  heard  resounding,  as  the  pre- 
server, in  a  trying  hoar.  Of  Ids  ooantnr^a  polit- 
ical freedom  and  the  pure  principles  of  her  con- 
stitution. 

Hr.  H.  said  he  was  not  epeaking  with  a  oonr- 
tier's  tongue,  for  such  a  language  he  had  yet  to 
learn,  or  sach  a  feeling  to  cherish,  towards  cre- 
ated man.  It  waa  not  the  part  he  had  played 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  President;  but 
whenever,  as  had  sometimes  been  the  oas^  a 
difi^noe  of  opinion  existed  between  them  on 
subjects  in  wucb  he  htmsdf  had  f^t  an  inter- 
eat,  his  own  opinims  had  been  cnoken  to  the 
Freddsnt  promptly  and  warmly—- iTmi^t  be  at 
times  too  warmly  for  the  disparity  of  yeanL 
la  spwUring  of  the  Xxwndive  now,  he  had 
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qwkea  of  him  as  one  about  to  be  nambered 
with  the  past ;  as  one  vith  whom  his  own  age 
was  on  the  ere  of  exchanging  moomfhl  adieas, 
and  apoD  whose  ear  the  voice  alike  of  flattery 
and  of  friendship,  of  low  detraction  and  of  manly 
enmity,  would  soon  fall  with  the  same  heavy, 
oold,  senseless  effect. 

From  first  to  last,  since  his  entry  into  the 
hall,  he  had  sat  and  ulenUy  heard  the  Presi- 
dent denotmoad  as  a  tyrant,  branded,  almost  in 
the  same  breath,  with  the  opporite  epithets 
of  osnrper  and  dotard.  Eortmiately,  the  feel- 
ings which  inspired  each  language  could  not  be 
communicated  to  posterity ;  they  would  sink 
into  the  same  ^ave,  they  would  lie  buried  in 
the  some  obliTion,  assigned  to  most  of  those 
who  cherished  them. 

History,  In  her  long-drawn  gallery,  will 
present  to  coming  time  no  portrut  that  can  oc- 
cupy a  higher  place  than  nis  who  in  life  has 
been  so  traduced — ^none  that  shall  stand  forth 
in  more  simple,  beautifhl,  living  relief. 

As  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren's  ad- 
ministration, not  having  the  p&  of  prescience, 
it  was  impoflsilde  for  him  to  say  what  vugkt  be 
Its  resnlts.  He  looked  finrward,  however,  with 
perfect  confidence,  to  a  continuance  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  Government  was  now 
administered,  and  felt  satisfied  that,  in  this  ex- 
pectation, there  would  be  no  disappointment 
That  violence  could  be  offered,  that  a  blow 
could  be  inflicted  upon  the  fuudamental  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution,  by  the  present  head  of 
the  Government,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
he  could  not  conceive  within  the  range  of  pos- 
sibility. It  would  argue  an  nnhallowed  love 
of  power,  and  a  misapprohensaon  or  a  hatred 
of  the  free  institutions  of  his  native  soil,  in  the 
bosom  of  the  man.  Is  it,  he  would  ask^  likely 
that  snch  fedings  oould  now  tenant  the  heart 
of  Andrew  Jaokson  I  He  would  let  the  terms 
in  which  his  fHend  from  Tennessee  (Hr.  Pstton) 
had  spoken  of  the  President,  a  few  days  back, 
answer  the  question.  He  alluded  to  the  inter- 
view described  by  his  ftiend  between  the  Pres- 
ident and  one  of  the  Tennessee  Senators.  Was 
he  plaiming  schemes  of  power  for  himself  or 
another,  then !  Was  their  talk  of  treason  or 
unholy  stratagem  f  No^  sir,  no ;  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  told  us  it  was  of  the  grave — of 
dying-— of  his  loved  Hermitage,  which  he  wish- 
ed once  more  to  see,  and  where  he  hoped  his 
^es  might  close.  Can  it  be  that  such  a  man, 
after  ha^g  toiled  in  the  cause  of  liberty  his 
whole  liEia,  uioald,  when  the  grave  and  idl  its 
n^ataies  are  drawing  nigh,  seek,  as  the  last 
act  of  a  glorious  career,  to  unpfur  the  princi- 
ples for  which  in  boyhood  he  bled ;  the  insti- 
tutions which  in  riper  years  he  aided  to 
strengthen  and  perfect ;  and  the  free  Govern- 
ment which,  in  the  ftill  maturity  of  manhood, 
he  triump£antiy  Bostcuned?  Let  it  not  be 
hcnme  upon  the  winds :  before  snoh  things  can 
exist,  the  moral  order  a£  nature  most  be  re- 
Tersed. 

Hf.Hakxb  ndd:  Te  are  ofaaq^with  be- 


ing influenced  by  the  "  spoils,"  and  with  rely- 
ing upon  them  to  insure  our  sueoeas.  By 
"spoils"  they  mean  either  office  or  money. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  the  opposition  claka 
a  remarkable  share  of  disinterested  patriotism. 
If  we  believe  their  account  of  it,  they  have  a 
great  aversion  to  office;  and  yet,  when  did 
they  ever  let  a  good  one  pass  by  without  grasp- 
ing at  it }  I  can  ima^e  I  almost  see  their 
*'  mouths  water  "  sometimes  for  a  taste  of  the 
"  Treasury  pap  " 

If  it  had  BO  happened  that  Ur.  Van  Burea 
had  not  received  quite  votes  enoagh  to  elect 
him,  and  the  three  highest  candidates  had  oome 
before  the  House  for  our  decision,  we  should 
have  had  gr^t  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion. There  would  have  been  no  intrigue  or 
baigain,  of  coarse  I  Bat  when  all  the  difficul- 
ties had  been  surmounted,  as  they  no  doubt 
would  have  been,  and  an  opposition  man  elect- 
ed, then  we  should  have  seen  the  beginning  of 
troubles.  What  would  have  been  the  policy  of 
his  administration,  no  man  living  can  tell.  His 
supporters  would  have  been  of  all  political 
creeds  and  eomplezions  under  heaven ;  as  op- 
posite to  each  other  as  -the  poles,  and  wholly 
irreconcilab^.  He  could  not  have  ^eased  <me 
set  of  them  without  displeasing  uie  ottiers; 
andsif  be  had  compromised,  and  gone  some- 
tines  a  little  with  one  Bide,>and  then  leaned  a 
little  to  the  other,  he  wonld  have  been  dobig 
precisely  what  they  charge  upon  General  Jack- 
son ;  and  would  therefore  have  displeased  them 
aUI 

But  this  is  not  the  grand  difficulty.  We  are 
told  that  professions  and  practice  ought  to  go 
together.  Now,  the  opposition  profess  to  be- 
lieve that  our  friends  who  are  in  office  are  un- 
worthy to  remain  there ;  so  they  ahd\  be  turn- 
ed oat  fiuthwith.  AgauL  they  mrofess  to  have 
a  mortal  hatred  for  office-holders;  and,  of 
course,  none  of  them  would  be  wilting  to  fill 
the  vacancies!  Here  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  calamities  that  ever  befel  a  free  people 
— all  the  offices  of  the  country  vacant,  and  no 
one  to  fill  them  t  One  portion  of  the  country 
would  be  too  bod,  and  the  other  too  good,  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  public  office,  honor, 
or  emolument  I 

But  npon  the  subject  of  money,  of  mercenary 
motives  and  influences,  who  has  shown  the 
strongest  inclination  to  resort  to  such  means  to 
control  public  sentiment  t  Who  are  the  fHenda 
of  ban^  of  the  Bank  cf  the  United  States? 
Who  are  willing  to  sell  eztraordlnny  prlvilemB 
for  bmioses  payable  la  money?  Who  are  uie 
supporters  of  land  bills  and  distribution  Ullst 
I  do  not  speak  of  the'deposlt  1^  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. That  was  sustuned  by  a  majority  of  my 
own  political  friends,  driven  to  it,  in  some  mess- 
ure,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  which  they 
coi^d  not  fully  control ;  but  I  allude  to  a  p«r- 
raanent  system,  by  which  money  for  which  the 
Govemmait  has  no  use,  is  to  be  drawn  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people;  and,  after  paying 
four  iff  five  sets  of  poblio  men  for  oolWaiig  i^ 
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for  legating  upon  the  aabject,  and  for  distrib- 
ntiDg  it  again,  we  retarn  to  the  State  Govern- 
ments the  balance,  to  be  entended  in  sach  man- 
Ber  as  they  may  direct,  lite  General  Qovem- 
ment  has  no  r^it  to  do  this— U  is  a  £raad  upon 
the  people.  Toe  reveDoe  dionld  be  oat  down 
M>  as  to  meet  the  wanta  of  the  Goveniment  ood 
nothing  more ;  tearing  tJI  the  frnita  of  individ- 
ual indastiy  beyond  that  in  ttie  people's  pock- 
ets, to  be  disposed  of  as  each  man  may  think 
proper.  Sach  is  the  democratio  doctrine ;  but 
the  opposition  will  not  go  for  this. 

The  indications  have  been  already  given  to 
tihe  ooantry.  There  Is  to  be  a  coalition  be- 
tween a  portion  of  the  South  and  tbe  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  North.  The  preservation 
of  the  "  pnblio  feith  "  is  to  be  the  pretext  for 
oolleoting  a  sorplus.  The  "  compromise  bill " 
1b  B^d  to  have  pledged  the  public  faith  I  What 
an  abaurditj  is  thisT  Sir,  I  would  r^;erd  a  vio- 
Iati<m  ct  the  fidth  of  the  nation  wit£  as  much 
'bmror  as  any  gentleman  in  or  out  of  this 
Eoase.  A  nation  withont  faith  is  like  an  indi- 
vldual  whose  reputation  has  been  totdly  de- 
stroyed :  they  are  both  very  properly  excluded 
from  all  honorable  associatioDS.  But  how  has 
pnblio  faith  been  pledged  in  this  case?  Oan 
two  or  three  prominent  members  of  Congress 
make  an  arrangement,  and  obtain  the  passage 
of  a  law  which  is  to  bind  all  posterity !  Have 
they  any  more  power  than  their  successors? 
and,  if  so,  whence  did  they  obtain  itt  The 
idea  is  preposterous.  If  they  could  bind  us  for 
ten  years,  they  can  do  so  for  fifty  or  a  hundred ; 
and  what  beoomea  of  popular.  lib^^?  The 
"compromise  act"  is  of  no  more  antbority 
than  any  other  law  of  Congress,  ami  oan  be  re- 
pealed or  modified  at  any  time  we  m«r  think 
proper.  It  will  be  snsttined,  however,  I  have 
no  doubt,  and  an  enormons  amount  of  taxes 
thus  levied  upon  the  people,  to  be  div^ed  out 
again ;  keeping  up  swarms  of  nnneoessary  offi- 
cers, and  enriching  one  pmrtion  of  tbe  commu- 
nity at  the  expense  of  another.  The  money  is 
never  returned  to  tiie  men  who  earned  it. 

Ag^n ;  It  is  charged  upon  this  administration 
that  it  has  increased  the  annoal  expenditures  to 
a  large  amount  Why  do  not  gentlemen  have 
the  candor  to  tell  the  people  the  eame  of  this 
increase?  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  increased 
p<^ralation,  offices,  and  wants  of  the  OoreAi- 
muLt ;  in  the  appropriations  for  various  nation- 
al objects,  fortifications,  navy,  &o.  The  remo- 
val of  the  Indifui  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  purchase  of  their  lands,  and  the  wars  we 
have  had  with  tiiem,  are  some  of  the  principal 
items.  Has  there  been  any  unnecessary  ezpen- 
ditoref  If  so,  point  it  ont.  Let  ns  know 
what  it  is;  and  then  we  will  ask  ourselves  why 
we  appropriated  the  money. 

So  of  uie  corruption  of  which  we  hear  so 
muclL  In  wtiat  does  it  consist?  Who  has 
be«n  guilty  of  it?  In  what  department  or 
boreau  is  it  to  be  found!  What  is  its  charac- 
ter! General  obarges  are  eawly  made;  but 
they  are  too  indefinite.  Let  gentlemen  asnme 


the  responsibility  of  m^ing  a  distinct  charge. 
In  private  life,  if  one  man  instigates  a  prosecu- 
tion against  another  for  an  ofience,  and  it  turns 
out,  upon  investjgatioo,  that  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  it,  ma  not  even  a  probable  cause 
for  its  commencement,  the  proseontor  is  liable 
to  an  action  of  damages  for  the  injury  done 
to  individual  reputation.  Are  the  characters 
of  public  men  less  valuable  to  them  than  those 
of  private  citizens!  Are  they  not  equally 
under  the  protection  of  &e  law !  True,  the 
prosecutor  here  might  not  be  liable  to  an 
action ;  but  if  there  should  turn  out  to  be 
neither  ground  for  the  charge,  nor  good  reason 
for  instituting  the  inquiry,  public  sentiment 
would  render  that  justice,  to  m  concerned,  that 
is  administered  in  the  other  case  by  the 
Judiciary  of  the  coonti?. 

If  any  gentleman  wul  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  that  he  has  good  reason  to  believe,  from 
information  upon  which  lie  can  rely,  that  flrand 
and  oomiptl(Hi  do  exist  in  a  particular  depart* 
ment,  either  naming  his  informant  or  stating 
that  it  is  improper  to  name  him,  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  for  a  committee,  with  ample  powers  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation.  If  one  com- 
mittee is  not  enough,  I  will  vote  for  more — 
for  as  many  as  are  necessary  to  develop  the 
true  condition  of  the  public  offices,  and  to 
expose  all  the  defanlters  who  may  be  found  in 
them.  This,  I  think,  ought  to  satisfy  the  most 
fastidious. 

This  House  has  been  assailed.  It  has  been 
denondnated  a  mere  "bed  of  justice,  to  register 
the  decrees  of  royalty  1  It  seems  that  we  sit 
here,  withont  any  opinions  of  our  own,  merely 
to  ref^ster  the  edicta  ot  the  Preadent  I  What 
is  the  pretext  for  this  ohaive  ?  Why,  forsootlL 
we  agree  in  sentiment  with  the  Prudent,  and 
therefore  sustain  his  measures!  Was  ever 
argument  more  fntile  ?  Who  elected  the  Presi- 
dent! The  people.  Who  elected  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House!  The  same  people.  Bo 
they  not  vote  for  both  because  they  approve 
of  their  political  opinions!  nndoubtedly.  . 
Are  not  the  Preddent  and  the  mf^jority  of  the 
members  of  this  House  of  the  same  political 
party  !  Is  it  strange  that  they  should  agree  in 
r^nira  to  great  leading  measures  of  policy! 
Who  votdd  anticipate  any  thing  else  tiian  an 
agreement?  I  dekra  to  speak  reH>ectfaI]y  of 
arguments  advanced  here,  and  will,  thereforei 
not  say  that  this  is  childish ;  hut  really  it  is  one 
of  tiie  strangest  specimens  Of  parliamentary 
lodo  that  I  have  ever  heard. 

Pray,  who  mles  the  oppodtion?  Whose 
edicts  do  they  re^ster !  i>o  they  sit  here  to 
raster  the  edicts  of  a  ^tinguished  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  of  another  fivm  Massachusetts, 
and  of  a  third  fVom  South  Carolina !  If  not, 
how  does  it  happen  that  they  agree  so  cordially 
and  entirely  witti  the  three  great  leaders  in  all 
their  political  opinions  ?  The  fact  cannot  be 
denied,  that  this  agreement  does  exist;'  and  if 
the  ailment  is  good  with  respect  to  ua,  it 
^>I^  equally  to  the  oppodtioiL   If  we  are 
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the  Presideat'a  "slaves,"  they  are  "slaTes"  to 
the  opposition  leaders. 

The  President,  it  is  said,  is  popolar ;  that  ho 
rules  the  country  and  guides  pnblio  sentiment 
by  the  (ud  of  this  personal  popnlarity.  What  a 
lame  and  impotent  conclusion!  True,  he  is 
popular,  but  it  is  because  he  deserves  to  be  so, 
from  his  eminent  talents,  hia  democratio  prin- 
ciples, and  his  faithful  and  extraordinary  public 
services.  If  other  gentl^en  wish  to  be  popu- 
lar, let  them  pursue  his  footstep  adwt  nis 
principles  and  render  raeh  BervweOi  ud  then 
they  will  attain  the  ol^feet  of  their  wishes. 
The  people  of  this  oountry  have  but  one  dedre 
in  regard  to  public  affairs — ^it  is  to  see  t^eir 
Government  well  administered.  They  elected 
Andrew  Jackson  because  they  believed  ne  would 
Hiw  administer  the  Government ;  and  they  have 
not  been  disappointed. 

Who  is  it  that  complains  of  him  t  They  are 
the  men  who  told  us,  in  1624  and  in  1828,  that 
if  Jackson  succeeded,  the  country  would  be 
ruined ;  the  men  who  told  ns  the  same  thins 
in  1832 ;  men  who  invoke  war,  pestilence,  and 
fitmine,  rather  than  devotion  to  military  glory; 
but  who,  during  the  late  campaign,  huzzaed 
for  military  chieftuns  loader  than  ever  we  did 
at  any  period.  They  are  now  endeavoring  to 
convince  us  that  they  were  right;  that  we 
liave  been  ruined ;  and  that  all  their  predic- 
tions have  been  verified.  Do  they  think  we 
will  believe  their  deolamatiops  in  opposition  to 
the  evidence  of  our  own  senses  ?  When  was  this 
country  over  more  happy  and  prosperous  than 
at  this  moment}  Kever  lince  the  Govern- 
ment was  first  organized.  The  laboring  cluiees 
of  the  community — the  farmer,  the  planter,  the 
mechanic,  the  manufacturer — are  all  growing 
rich.  Land,  and  all  its  products,  bear  a  higher 
price  than  they  have  for  many  years ;  yet  smi- 
tlemen  will  have  it  that  we  are  mined.  The 
laws  protect  every  man  in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
his  rights — ^personal  liberty,  personal  eeenrity, 
and  private  property ;  in  aU  his  immunities 
aod  privileges — religion^  dvil,  and  political; 
still  gentiemen  insist  that  we  are  ruined.  Sir, 
the  people  will  not  believe  them.  When  they 
feel  themselves  happy  at  home,  and  learn  from 
every  intelligent  American,  of  every  party, 
that  our  country  now  stands  higher  abroad, 
on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  onr  inter- 
conrse-bas  been  conducted  by  this  administra- 
tion with  foreign  nMions  (France  included) 
than  it  ever  did  in  any  former  period,  they 
will  not  believe  any  man  who  asserts  that  they 
hare  been  injured  by  those  who  have  held  the 
reins  of  power  for  the  last  eight  years. 

Havbg  swd  thus  mndi  in  explanation,  I  will 
now  proceed  with  my  dlsoonrae.  When  we 
a^onmed  the  other  day,  I  was  remarking  that 
the  nation  had  approved  of  the  conduct  of  the 
present  Executive.  The  late  elections  prove 
that  beyond  all  dispute.  A  successor  has  been 
elected  by  a  large  m^ority,  who  has  been 
associated  with  the  £xeontive  for  many  years ; 
who  approves  of  his  leading  meanumi  and  is 


pledged  to  carry  out  hia  policy.  The  gentle- 
man from  Yiivinia,  (3fr.  Wiss,)  who  I  regret  to 
see  is  not  in  his  seat,  particularly  as  I  undras 
stand  he  is  detained  m>m  it  by  the  illness  of 
his  family,  told  us  the  other  day  that  he  was 
advocating  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  did 
not  wiuh  to  he  understood  as  assfuUng  the 
President.  That  gentleman  and  several  others 
have  been  advocating  the  cause  of  the  people 
in  the  same  way  for  years ;  yet,  whemevw  tiie 
people  ocnne  to  the  polls,  they  uniformly  decide 
agamst  thdr  own  advooatea,  and  in  nvor  d 
Andrew  Jadcson.  This  proves  th^  appro- 
bation  of  his  prinoiples  and  policy. 

I  do  not  stand  here  to  eulo^zetiie  President; 
hut  this  much  I  will  say :  when  tiie  possicHU 
which  enter  into  party  confiicts  in  this  country 
shall  have  subsided,  when  the  prejudices 
created  by  such  controversies  shall  have 
passed  away,  then,  and  not  till  th^  will  jus- 
tice be  done  to  the  fame  and  character  of 
Andrew  Jaokson.  And  when  his  enemies  shall 
have  floated  down  the  stream  of  time  into  that 
oblivion  which  is  the  inevitable  destiny  of 
almost  th«r  whole  number,  his  memory  will 
survive  and  flourish  in  the  hearts  of  ajnst,  a 
gratefbl,  and  an  intelUgent  pet^tle. 

The  history  of  America  op  to  tUa  poiod 
will  present  three  Preudents  standing  out 
boldly  upon  her  pages  as  great  public  benefac- 
tors. They  are— OeoKe  Washington,  -who 
harmonized  the  oonfiioting  elements,  and  pnt 
our  Government  in  motion ;  Thomas  Jefferson, 
who  arrested  it  in  its  downhill  career  towards 
monwihy,  and  restored  it  to  its  pristine  purity ; 
and  Andrew  Jackson,  who  gave  it  the  repub- 
lican tack,"  luronght  it  back  to  the  point  wane 
Jefferson  left  and  where  it  always  OQ^t  to 
remain. 

I  oome  now  to  speak  of  the  future.  It  has 
been  boldly  proclumed  here  by  sevnal  gen- 
tiemen, that|  in  regard  to  the  administratioa 
of  Mr.  Tan  Boreo,  we  are  to  have  *'  var  in . 
advance,**  and  "  war  to  the  knife  1 "  This  la  a 
most  extraordiniAy  position  for  gentiemen  to 
assume,  before  the  prinoiples  or  pcdicy  the 
Chief  Magistrate  are  made  known, — nay,  before 
be  has  taken  the  oath  of  office ;  to  declare  war, 
and  that,  too,  a  war  of  extermination  ?  They 
inform  ns  that  he  is  not  to  be  judged  by  his 
acts ;  that  they  may  possibly  support  his  meas- 
ures, bat  they  will  wage  an  int^minable  war- 
fare ag^nst  the  man!  Why,  sir,  we  go  for 
measures,  and  men  to  carry  tiiem  out;  we 
support  men,  because  they  are  in  favor  of  certf^ 
doctrines  and  measures,  not  becwise  we  like 
the  man.  Any  other  system  than  this  most 
d^en^te  Into  mere  "man- worship." 

This  may  be  a  very  patriotic  (modttoa; 
but  it  spears  to  me  to  be  an  Impi^ae  one  fat 
the  gentiemen  themselves.  When  one  man 
is  determined  beforehand  to  be  displeased,  or 
to  quarrel  with  another^  we  know  now  essy 
it  is  to  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  How, 
if  it  should  so  happen,  in  tfae{»ogi«aB^eTaiti| 
that  these  gentKmen  find  it  neeawny  at  icmft. 
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fhture  time  to  make  an  assaolt  upon  the  admin- 
istration,  will  not  the  people  be  inclined  to 
reply :  "  Ah  I  we  did  not  expect  yon  to  be 
aatisfiedf  for  yon  were  determined  to  be  dis- 
pleased, let  the  President  do  as  he  might*'  Bat 
the  coarse  which  gentlemen  choose  to  porBne  Lb 
somewhat  a  matter  of  taste;  and  I  Iiave  not 
the  least  dedre  to  dictate  to  any  one  upon  this 
•abject. 

If  the  opposition  have  solemnly  resolved 
that  we  sbaU  have  another  fonr  years'  war; 
if  they  will  agree  to  no  cessation  or  hoetilitieB ; 
if  we  cannot  be  pwmitted  eren  to  go  into 
winter  qawten  for  three  months ;  if  war,  and 
war  to  the  knife,  ia  to  be  th^  motto,  for  one, 
I  Bay,  "oome  on,  Ifacdaffl  "  Let  as  hear  the 
roar  of  yoar  cannon,  gentlemen.  Show  ns  the 
dee  <^  yoor  balls ;  the  length  and  diameter  of 
yonr  ouibrea.  Let  as  hear  the  trampling  of 
l^ie  hOTses'  lioofs,  the  neighing  of  the  steeds, 
and  the  clangor  of  yoar  tmmpeta.  Do  not 
annoy  as  by  Uie  random  shots  of  single  rifle- 
men, from  behind  the  scattering  trees,  nor  by 
tiie  flanking  and  scoating  parties  that  belong  to 
yoar  army;  bat  cha^  with  all  yoar  forces. 
Danger  Is  uways  increased,  in  appearance,  by 
the  distance.  The  enemy  presents  a  mach 
more  terrifying  aspect  when  be  first  barsts 
upon  the  view  thsin  when  yon  grapple  with 
him,  man  to  man,  and  test  tlie  power  of  Ids 
maiole  and  the  fierceness  of  his  spirit.  Give 
HI  a  general  fire,  along  yonr  wliole  line.  The 
8nq>enBe  which  preoedea  a  great  battle  ia  the 
most  dreadftd  period  of  the  whole  affair.  I 
am  told  that  even  cowards  will  fight  after  the 
first  discharge ;  and  I  promise  yon  that  all  of  as 
who  snrviTe  the  first  shock  will  stand  ap  and 
give  yoQ  a  fair  fight  in  the  open  phdn. 

The  reason  assigned  for  makmg  war  upon 
Hr.  Van  Bnren  is,  that  he  is  a  asarper  I  Yea, 
air,  althongh  elected  by  the  people  of  the 
United  Statea,  he  is  a  asarper.  Langaage  ia 
ebaog^g  its  meanii^  now*«-dayB,  and  we 
shall  aoon  be  unable  to  naderstana  each  other. 
Let  na  \atik.  into  tUa  charge, 

We  idl  know  there  were  many  persons  in  the 
demooratio  party  who  did  not  prefer  Mr.  Tan 
Bnren  to  all  others  as  the  snooessor  of  General 
Jackson.  Some  of  ne  preferred  Jndge  lifoLean ; 
some  were  for  Colonel  Benton;  others  were 
for  Jndge  'White ;  and  many  were  in  favor  <k 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentaoky, 
(Colonel  Johnson.)  He  was  not  my  first 
ohotce.  ThoQsands  of  na  in  Ohio  preferred  a 
distingaished  citizen  of  oar  own  State.  We 
knew  him  personally;  we  had  seen  the  zeal, 
indnatry,  and  ability,  dlajdi^red  by  him  in  the 
management  of  an  impwtant  Depwtment  of  the 
Gorernment,  and  in  the  disobarge  of  every 
dn^  derolTuig  upon  him  in  the  Tanoas  stations 
he  had  held,  both  onder  the  Stato  and  Federal 
antlHvities.  We  believed  he  would  make 
an  excellent  Chief  Uagistrato:  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  some  of  as  had  been  inaoced  to 
heliere  that  althongh  ISx.  Van  Borenpoaseased 
great  abilitiea  and  eiperienoe,  stOl  be  waa  an 


intrigaing  politician.  We  believed  so,  becaase 
we  heard  these  things  add,  day  after  daj-, 
for  years,  and  scarcely  ever  heard  a  word  said 
in  his  defence.  How  eonld  any  one  expect  as, 
under  each  ciAjamstanees,  to  come  to  a  fevor- 
able  condosion  in  regaM  to  him?  I  mast 
here  beg  pardon  of  the  Honse  for  speaking 
partfcnlarly  of  myself.  When  I  was  first 
elected  to  Congress,  I  was  elected  as  a  McLean 
man.  Myself  and  one  of  my  oolleagnea  were 
well  known,  both  at  home  and  at  this  plaoe,  to  be 
fevorable  to  the  Jndge ;  whilst  the  otner  mends 
of  the  administraticHi  from  Ohio  were  dther  tat 
Mr.  Van  Baren,  or  oncommitted. 

Sir,  the  opposition  may  thank  themselves,  in 
some  degree,  for  the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren. 
They  contribated  very  mach  to  make  him  tiie 
candidate  of  the  democratic  par^.  Kotwith- 
Btanding  his  eminent  qualifications  for  the 
office,  his  claims  might  possibly  have  been  post- 
poned to  a  ftitare  election,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  rancorous  perseoation  of  his  political 
enemies.  The  first  step  taken  by  them,  to 
render  him  a  fevorito  with  the  people,  was  the 
wanton  rejection  of  his  nomination  as  minister 
to  England.  This  exhibited  so  mnch  ill  natnre, 
ao  strong  adesire  toonishaaapposed  rival,  and 
to  gratify  individaal  and  partisan  hatred  at  the 
hanrd  of  saorificing  the  pablio  interest,  that 
the  friends  <it  the  ammnistration  rose  up  as  one 
man,  and,  as  an  act  of  retribative  Jnst^ 
elevated  uie  rejected  minister  to  the  preying 
chair  of  that  very  Senate  who  had  attempted 
to  destroy  him. 

The  next  step  taken  by  the  oiipnsition  to 
make  the  Vice  President  popolar  with  his  own 
party,  was  the  d^y  abase  they  bestowed 
upon  him  daring  the  "panic  session."  They 
constantly  connected  "Jackson,  Van  Baren, 
and  the  party  "  together,  to  make  up  a  trium- 
virate. Iliis  very  naturally  oxdted  kind  feel- 
ings towards  him  among  those  who  were 
abased  in  common  with  the  President  and  him- 
self; in  thismannor,  they  made  him  thonstnds 
ot  friends,  and  he  was  finally  adopted  as  the 
candid^  of  the  dcmooratle  wty. 

The  gentleman  tells  ns  that  the  President 
nominated  him  as  his  sncceSMr,  and  that  to  this 
nomination  he  owes  his  election.  I  should  be 
^ad  to  know  when,  where,  and  under  what 
dronmstances,  this  nomination  was  made. 

[Mr.  PiTTOV  arose,  and  sidd  he  could  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  could  do  so 
then,  if  be  desired  it;  or  would  do  it  after  he 
got  through,  whichever  he  pleased.  Mr. 
Haxsb  remarked  that  it  would  be  better, 
perhma,  for  Mr.  P,  to  give  his  sentiments  after 
fie  had  dosed.] 

I  presmne)  rir,  (s^  Mr.  H;)  the  gentleman 
fitnn  Tennessee  refers  to  the  Gwlnn  letter, 
written  by  the  Preudent  In  defence  of  some 
charge  made  agdnst  him  in  a  NaahviDe 
paper.  It  ia  some  time  ^oe  I  saw  that  letter, 
but  such  la  the  tenor  ot  it,  aooording  to  my 
recollection. 

pb.  "Bsntat  again  anae,  and  made  some 
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remarks  T6S[)ectins  this  letter,  oontending  that 
the  article  iu  the  Nashville  paper  was  not  an 
attack  upon  General  Jackson,  bnt  that  It  had 
been  made  a  pretext  for  writing  the  letter, 
-wluch  denonnoed  everybodr  in  Mvanoe  who 
would  not  support  Mr.  Van  Boren.] 

Ur.  H.  proceeded.  Let  the  nature  of  the 
article  he  what  it  might,  one  thing  is  certain — 
tibe  lettu*  was  neither  in  form  nor  in  snbstance 
a  **noiiiinafion'*  of  Ur.  Van  Boren.  It  advised 
mtion  and  harmony  in  the  party,  and  rocdcefiiTor- 
ablj  of  the  popoaed  oonveotim  at  Baltimore. 

Snppose  the  Frerident  was  fiiTorable  to  him, 
was  there  any  thing  wrong  in  this?  Does  a 
Chief  Magistrate  lose  the  freedom  of  thooght  by 
hia  «leeti<Hi  to  that  office  f  This  would  be  a 
new  dootrine.in  oar  ooontry. 

It  is  not  nnnatnral  that  he  shoald  be  &Tor- 
able  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  knew  him  well. 
The  latter  had  been  associated  with  him  for 
years  in  the  administration  of  the  Government 
They  agreed  In  opinion  with  respect  to  all  the 
leamngmeasores  of  the  adminiatratiwi,  and  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  pledged,  if  elected,  to  carry 
^em  out,  and  pursue  the  pdOer  of  Genual 
Jackson.  To  Bosh  a  candidate  he  ooold  not 
well  be  opposed:  but  how  did  this influenoe 
the  cSsotion?  wh«e  was  the  Prerident*B  in- 
fluenoe effectually  exerted  in  fiiror  of  his  suc- 
oeasor  t  Not  in  Tenneaeee^  for  ^at  State  went 
^tunst  him.  If  there  was  any  one  State  in  the 
Imion  which  conld  be  inflaenced  by  him,  it 
must  be  Tennessee ;  and  yet  that  went  for 
Judge  White!  Where,  then,  is  the  evidence  of 
this  "appointment  of  his  SQCpessor,"  so  con- 
fidently chained  upon  all  conou^ied  t  Nowhere 
bnt  in  the  imagination  of  those  who  have  assert- 
ed it  so  often,  that  I  dare  say  they  1>^^  to 
believe  it  themBeives.  Sappoee  the  Frasident 
had  been  for  Judge  White  or  for  Cfeneral  Harri- 
son, would  there  have  been  any  complaints 
thent  Hot  a  word.  They  would  have  sud: 

Wen,  the  Preddent  has  got  his  eyes  open  at 
last  to  the  true  character  of  Mr.  van  Bnren ; 
he  can  be  deceived  no  longer ;  he  has  detected 
tiie  imposition,  and,  with  his  characteristic 
ittd^ndence,  the  noble  old  Genend  has  come 
out  0|>enly  agunst  him."  He  wonld  have  been 
"glorified,"  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other,  by  those  who  now  abuse  him. 

The  Baltimore  oonvention  nominated  the 
Vice  President,  and  made  him  the  candidate  of 
our  party.  This,  too,  is  a  grievous  offence, 
and  sroaoks  of  dictation  too  Strongly  to  please 
the  <^modtioiL  Pn^,  who  first  reswted  to 
natkmu  eouTentSons  for  snoh  purposes  t  Who 
held  the  conventions  at  Baltimore  that  nomi- 
nated Hr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Wirt,  in  the  campaign 
of  1888  i  Who  held  the  yotuig  men's  national 
convention  in  this  District,  in  the  same  year? 
We  all  know  it  was  the  whigs  and  the  anti- 
masons.  Yet  those  are  the  men  who  now 
abuse  ua  in  unmeasnred  twins  for  merely  fol- 
lowing their  example. 

Bnt  his  loeaHty  greatly  displeases  some  goitle- 
saen,  and  they  have  abused  New  Toric  in  ahnoet 


[H.  or  B. 

every  debate  that  has  occurred  here  for  the  last 
three  years;  and  she  is  treated  in  the  same 
manner  in  all  their  newspapers.  And  why  may 
not  New  York  have  the  honor  of  giving  us  a 
Prendent  f  The  Sooth  has  ^ven  na  foar,  New 
England  has  famished  two,  and  the  West  one ; 
whilst  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  two  great 
States,  oocnpying  a  central  pontlon  in  the  con- 
federacy, each  of  them  a  nation  within  itself 
have  never  fluidshed  ns  one.  What  has  New 
York  done,  that  she  to  to  be  proscribed  ?  Has 
she  not  (ugnalized  herself  Iqr  a  devotion  to  Bb- 
erty,  and  an  attachment  to  demoeratio  pi&d-. 
pies,  in  all  the  great  emergendes  which  the 
country  has  seen  f  Where  was  she  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war?  Battling  among  the  fore- 
most for  independence.  What  was  her  podtioa 
in  the  great  political  revolution  that  bronght 
Mr.  Jefferson  into  power?  '  She  stood  side  by 
side  with  her  democratic  dsters,  strnraling  for 
the  rights  of  the  States  agdnst  federal  osttrpa- 
tion  and  monar  hical  prindples.  And  in  the 
■war  of  1812,  where  was  she  found?  Sastdn- 
ing  the  cause  of  the  oonntry  as  efficiently  as 
any  State  in  the  Union,  and  holding  at  bay  the 
Hartford  oonvention  party,  who  were  not  per- 
mitted to  cross  her  territory  into  tbe  middle 
and  Southern  States.  If  this  State  has  a  dis- 
tinguished son,  worthy  of  the  chief  magistracy, 
why  may  he  not  be  presented  as  a  candidate 
for  the  suffrages  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States?  So  far  frran  there  bdng  any  thing 
wrong  in  it,  there  was  a  peculiar  proprie^, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  in  taking  the  candi- 
date from  New  York  at  the  recent  election. 

Mr.  Van  Boren  was  thus  made  a  candidate 
for  the  premdency  of  the  United  States.  He 
moountered  an  oppontion  combining  more 
t^ent  with  less  scmpoloosness  in  regam  to  the 
means  employed  to  d^eat  hiM  than  was  ever 
met  before  by  an^  snooeesfol  oancUdate  for  the 
same  office.  Their  untiring  exertions  indaoed 
thonsands  of  good  mm  and  sound  patriots  to 
vote  against  him,  who  were  utterly  misled  with 
respect  to  his  true  character. 

It  would  be  a  Heroulean  task  to  enamerate 
an  the  falsehoods  prf^wnted,  and  impositions 
practised,  to  accomplish  nis  defeat  They  all 
Mled.  Notwithstanding  the  people  were  ap- 
pealed to  in  pathetic  terms  to  come  to  the 
rescue,  were  assured  that  they  would  be  mined 
if  they  elected  him,  stitl  they  marched  to  the 
polls  aud  gave  him  their  votes.  The  people 
had  been  twioe  ruined  by  dectiag  General 
Jackson ;  and,  as  ^ey  found  it  rather  an  agree- 
able op^otioiL  th^  condnded  to  try  it  a  third 
tinMj  and  let  Mr.  Van  Boren  ruin  them  twain. 

He  has  been  elected  by  tbe  unboaght  snm-ages 
of  his  fellow-dtizens,  and  in  a  most  remarkable 
manner.  The  vote  received  by  him  is  difFtised 
throughout  the  Union,  so  as  to  prove  most 
dearly  tiiat  nothing  like  a  gec^raphical  division 
of  parties  exists  in  the  country.  All  the  efforts 
mcMO  towards  that  point  have  been  unsaocess- 
fuL  Indoding  Michigan,  he  has  reodved  tlie 
votes  ot  fifteen  States  out  of  tweoty-dx.  He 
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obtained  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  and  a  m^ori^  of  those  of  the 
new  States.  He  has  a  m^jori^  of  the  electoral 
Totes  of  the  slaveholdina  and  a' majority  of 
those  of  the  non-slavehi^diDg  States  oi  the 
Union.  He  has  one  hundred  and  soTentj  elec- 
toral Totes,  being  a  m^ority  of  forty-six  over 
an  his  competitors  put  together ;  and  he  has  a 
m^ority  of  all  this  individnal  vote?  of  the 
people  of  the  tInUed  States  of  team,  ten  to 
twenty  thonsand.  The  exact  nranber  cannot 
be  ascertained,  becanse  in  South  Oarolinft  the 
people  do  not  vote ;  the  L^fslatnre  appoints 
tiie  electors  of  President.  Withoat  this  State, 
Mr.  Van  Boren  has  a  m^ority  of  about  twoity- 
two  thonsand,  according  to  the  calculation  of 
the  oppositioa  newsp^>ers  themselves.  Bat  to 
mt^e  nim  out  a  "  naarper,"  a  "  minority  Pres- 
ident," they  connt  8ontn  Carolina  as  forty 
thonsand — tiie  whole  nnmber  being  set  down 
agunst  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  and  none  for  him. 
Now,  the  Union  party  of  that  State  compose 
from  a  third  to  one-half  of  its  popnlati'Dn,  and 
they  are'  openly  for  him,  and  would  have  so 

S'ron  their  votes,  if  permitted  by  the  State 
hvenunent  to  go  to  the  polls,  and  vote  directly 
for  the  Freiident.  If^  then,  uie  State  can  g^ve 
forty  thousand  votes,  fifteen  thonsand  at  least, 
and  perhaps  twenty  thonsand,  would  have  been 
for  Mr.  Van  Bnren ;  for  many  nollifiers  would 
have  voted  for  him,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  candidate  before  them. 
Allowing  him  but  fifteen  thonsand,  there  would 
be  a  majority  of  ten  thonsand  ag^nst  him  in 
the  State.  Deduct  this  from  the  twenty-two 
thonsand  nu^ority  he  has  in  the  other  States, 
and  he  has  still  a  dear  nu^ori^  of  the  indi- 
vidual votes  of  the  Union  ct  at  least  twelve 
thousand. 

He  ii  «leotad'according  to  all  the  forms  of 
the  oonstttation,  and  by  Uiese  large  State  dec- 
tend  and  individnal  m^orities ;  and  yet  gentle- 
men call  him  a  "  nsnrper  1 "  No ;  he  is  the 
oonstitntional,  lawfnl  P»ddent ;  and,  from  the 
4th  of  March  next,  all  men  will  be  bound  to 
obey  him  as  snob,  within  the  pale  assigned  to 
bfm  1^  the  institnnons  of  his  ooontry. 


Fhidat,  January  6. 
E.  P.  LeteJter  and  T.  P.  Moore. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bobert  P.  Letcher 
and  Thomas  P.  Mowe  came  np,  on  its  final 
passage. 

The  main  question,  "shall  the  bill  passf" 
was  then  takoi,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  126,  nays  64. 

Deaemdanta  of  Jamet  Brown — Claim  for  Pnm- 
trtjf  taken  Ufore  the  War  of  1788  tt< 
Ohirokeet,  while  the  Ancator  wu  monng  Ait 
Family  fYom  North  Carolina  to  the  Oumber- 
land  Biver  Settlemmtt. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives cl  William  Anderson  ocHningnp— 
After  some  remarks  1^  ^Ussn.  uhtobwood^ 


YlKTOBT,  FaUEKB,  BeLL,  .  HlTHTBHUT,  BbIQOS) 

and  Gavk  Johnson, 

Mr.  Shields  sud  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  disoassion,  he  had  been  improperly  im- 

firessed  with  the  belief  that  the  Cherokee 
ndians  and  the  United  States  were  in  a  state  of 
partial  war  at  the  time  the  loss  was  snstuoed, 
for  which  these  claimants  are  now  seeking 
indemnity;  bat,  upon  a  careful  ezaminatioa 
oi  the  history  of  the  iimea,  and  the  dronm- 
stances  immediately  oonnectod  with  tills  cldm, 
(udd  he,)  I  find  that,  at  that  period,  a  stateof  per- 
fect peace  existed  between  that  tribe  of  Inmras 
and  tliis  country.  It  will  not,  ther^ore,  ,be 
necessary  to  conuder,  in  the  argument  whic6 1 
now  propose  to  submit,  wheUier  this  Govern- 
ment shonld  'or  shoald  not  indemnify  her  citi- 
zens for  depredations  committed  upon  their 
property  by  the  enemies  of  the  country,  when 
in  a  state  of  actual  war  with  another  power. 
The  Committee  on  Indian  Aibin,  by  which 
this  bill  was  reported,  state,  in  its  accompany- 
ing report,  that  this  claim  rests  upon  the  same 
facta  and  droumstances,  or,  rath^,  that  it  is 
identical  in  point  of  proo^  with  the  daim  d 
the  hdra  ol  James  Brown,  whidi  was  allowed 
at  a  former  session  of  Congress.  I  shall,  there- 
fore^ in  this  disooBslon,  refer  to  the  facts  ia  that 
case,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afi'drs  in  1882,  and  shall  take  the  facts  as 
reported  by  that  committee,  at  least,  as  prima 
facie  true.  These  daimants  allexe  that  they 
shonld  be  indemnified  as  the  logd  representa- 
tives of  William  Anderson,  deceased,  for  the 
loss  of  property  plundered  from  their  ancestor, 
James  Brown,  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
1788.  It  will  I>e  recollected  by  every  one  that, 
by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  con- 
duded  in  1786,  that  portion  of  territory  which 
now  composes  a  connderable  part  of  Middle 
Tennessee  was  ceded  to  this  oountry  by  the 
Oherokees,  Mid  was  immediately  tiwown  open 
for  the  reception  and  occnpataon  for  our  citi- 
zens. Among  the  early  adventurers  who  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  establish  a  permanent 
home  in  this  part  of  the  Western  wilderness, 
was  James  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  these  daim- 
ants. In  the  fall  of  l787j  he  and  his  fiunily, 
carrying  with  them  all  their  valuable  property, 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Holstoii,more  than 
two  hundred  miles  distant,  by  land,  from  the 
place  of  thdr  destination.  Believing  that  a 
passage  down  the  Tennessee  Biver  could  be 
more  easily  effected,  and  be,  at  the  same  time, 
less  perilous,  than  a  trip  across  the  mountain^ 
eariy  in  the  fbUowing  May  (1788)  they  em- 
barked, with  a  considerable  amount  of  proper^, 
on  board  a  boat,  which  they  had  prepared  in  the 
mean  time,  and  descended  the  Tennessee  Kver. 
While  floating  down  this  river,  after  the^  had 
reached  the  limits  of  the  Indian  terntory, 
through  which  they  had  necessarily  to  pass,  by 
an  act  of  the  basest  perfidy,  under  the  disguiae 
of  finendship,  they  were  saddeoly  snrroonded 
by  wwards  of  seventy  Cherokee  warriors. 
Ibr.  Brown  himieli^  two  ot  his  sms,  wtd  flra 
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boatmeOf  "  the  onlj  adult  males  od  board  the 
boat^"  were  inatantlj  slain,  Krs.  Brown,  her 
three  daaghters,  and  two  minor  sona,  made 
oaptives,  and  their  property  pltmdered  and 
carried  off  by  the  Indians.  It  ia  for  the  loss 
of  a  small  portion  of  this  property,  thus  vio- 
lently seized,  that  one  of  Uiese  captive  girls, 
who  afterwards  became  Mrs.  Anderson,  and 
her  orphan  children,  now  ask  an  indemnity 
tnua  thfl  Government.  Can  the  Government, 
ooncdatently  urith  its  past  policy,  its  future 
interest,  and  the  justice  of  this  individnal  uipli- 
cation,  allow  tiie  sought-for  indemnity  I  It  is, 
in  the  first  plaoe,  I  believe,  admitted  tibat,  in 
time  of  peace,  there  is  a  claim  on  onr  Govern- 
ment for  the  protection  of  the  person  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizen,  and  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  any  otlier  than  our  own  citizens. 
Bat  it  is  contended,  in  ailment,  that  we  have 
not  BufiScieotiy  shown  that  a  state  of  peace 
then  existed,  and  that  the  very  act  of  hostility 
of  which  we  complain  is  evidence  of  tiie  want 
of  a  state  of  actual  peace ;  and  that  a  state  of 
peace  or  war  with  an  Indian  tribe  can  only  be 
oeteimined  by  tiie  character  oi  tite  acta  of  one 
or  both  of  the  parties  I  I  infer,  nowever,  that 
a  state  of  peace  ensted  at  that  period,  from  the 
history  of  the  times,  the  eoDtemporaiy  conduct 
of  a  large  community  of  our  citizens  who 
resided  iu  the  vicinity  of  this  tribe  of  Indians, 
the  conduct  of  James  Brown  hinuelf,  and  fi*om 
direct  and  unequivocal  declarations  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  contained  in  a  pro- 
clamation of  that  year  on  this  very  snbjeot 

Prior  to  his  departure  flrom  the  settiemeot  on 
the  Holston,  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners 
obtained  a  permit  from  one  of  the  headmen  of 
the  tribe  to  pass  on  his  contemplated  voyage 
t^iroDgh  the  Indian  territory,  accompanied  with 
ever7  assaranoa  of  protection  and  aafety.  Hm 
oommnnity  in  which  he  had  resided  ffom  the 
fall  of  1787  until  May,  1788,  were  on  terms  of 
perfect  amity,  and  indeed  had  been  from  the 
treaty  ai  Hopewell  up  to  that  time.  And, 
fbrther,  this  treaty  of  Hopewell,  it  should  not 
be  foi^tten,  contained  the  following  remark- 
able provisions,  with  revard  to  our  relationa 
towaras  the  Cherokees,  in  articles  9  and  10,  to 
wit:  Tliat  "the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  shall  have  the  exolusive  right  of 
regulating  the  trade  with  the  Indians,  and 
managing  all  their  affairs,  in  such  manner  as 
they  tiiink  proper ; "  an^  again :  "  Until  the 
jmisareof  Gmgress  be  made  known  respecting 
the  ath  aitide,  all  traders,  citizens  of  the  United 
States^  shall  have  lilwrty  to  go  to  any  of  the 
tribes  or  towns  of  the  Oherokera,  to  trade  with 
them;  and  they  shall  be  protected  in  their 
persons  and  property,  and  kindly  treated." 

Ko  other  iuterconrBe  regulations  had  been 
ratered  into  with  this  tribe  previons  to  1788, 
and  none,  except  one  or  two  of  a  very  partial 
bearing,  up  to  the  generfd  intercourse  law  of 
1802,  which  has  regulated  our  intercourse  with 
all  tiie  Indian  tribes  from  that  to  the  present 
time.  It  is  true  then  were  other  atipdatioiu 
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in  the  several  treaties  oonduded,  respectively, 
at  HolstoD  in  1791,  at  Philadelphia  in  1792  and 
1794,  and  at  Tellico  in  October,  1798  \  but  none 
of  a  general  nature  toudung  this  point.  There 
is  stronger  evidence  of  onr  peaceable  rela- 
tions to  be  foond  ia  the  proclamation  of  Con- 
gress to  which  I  have  aJxeady  aUnded.  This 
proclamation  was  issued,  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  the  Sd  day  ot  B^tember,  1768,  in 
four  or  five  months  after  the  plouaer  of  the 
boat  and  murder  of  Brown  and  uie  crew.  Thia 
proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  hold  In 
my  hand,  recognizes  and  reaffirms  the  obliga- 
tions and  binding  efficacy  of  the  t»at?  of 
Hopewell,  without  the  shghtest  complaint  with 
regard  to  any  breach  of  the  treaty,  or  of  any 
depredations  on  the  part  of  the  Indians ;  in 
which,  also,  they  threaten  heavy  penaltiea 
agunst  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  should  dare  to  infringe  any  of  the  articles 
of  that  treaty.  '  It  is  evident,  from  the  language 
of  this  proclaniation,  that  Congress  re^rded 
the  Cherokees  in  a  state  of  amity  bt  that  time ; 
and,  from  what  we  have  stated  already,  it  ii 
equally  evident  that  onr  dtizens  who  redded 
on  the  borders  of  that  tribe  so  regarded  oar 
relations  at  the  same  period.  These  oonddera- 
liona  seem  to  me  to  exdude  the  idea  of  the 
existence  of  a  state  of  war  at  the  date  of  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  petitioners.  The  several 
reports  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 
this  sul^ect,  in  summing  np  the  testimony  on 
this  point,  folly  concur  in  the  same  opinion. 
"This  is  an  application,"  says  the  able  chmrman 
of  this  committee,  *'  to  be  pud  the  value  of 

f roperty  taken  with  force  by  the  Cherokee 
ndtans  prior  to  the  enactment  of  laws  regulat- 
ing trade  and  interconrse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  in  time  of  peace  between  the  Chero- 
kees and  the  United  States."  Thm,  the  act  of 
wMeh  we  oomplidn  has  not  been  regarded  by 
the  committee,  and  I  tMnk  cannot  be  looked 
upon  as  creating  a  state  of  partial  war,  or,  as 
some  of  the  gentiemen  have  styled  it,  a  state 
of  quasi  war,  so  as  to  e^ade  this  claim  ftom 
a  favorable  consideration  by  Congress,  under 
tile  established  policy  of  the  Government. 

If  this  position  were  correct,  yon  cannot 
conceive  or  any  possible  case  iu  which  those 
who  had  suBt^ed  an  iqjury  in  time  of  peace 
by  Indian  treachery  and  violence  could  obtain 
redress  for  the  loss  and  outrage ;  for  the  obvious 
answer  would  be  ever  ready,  that  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  indemnify  her  citizens  against 
the  dewedatims  of  an  enemy  committed  in 
time  oi  war.  The  act  of  hostility  complained 
of  creates  a  state  of  Indian  war,  because  Indians 
never  make  formal  declarations  of  war,  lika 
civilized  nations;  therefore,  the  indemnity  in 
this  particular  case  cannot  be  allowed.  This 
position^  cannot  be  sustained  in  any  point  of 
view.  Nor  is  it  conceived  that  the  risk,  and 
hazard  which  Brown  encountered  by  descend- 
ing tiie  river  through  the  Cherokee  country  is 
such  a  (lepsrture  from  a  course  of  dae  prc^riety, 
and  from  tiie  obvioas  unse  of  the  extsttng 
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treatj  regoktions,  u  to  exclude  these  clainumts 
from  relief.  Bis  object— the  BetUement  of  the 
newly  acquired  territoiy— was  lawAil,  and  even 
oommend&ble.  He  had  ohtc^ed  a  permit  from 
the  naUon  to  pass  through  their  groonda,  and 
the  proof  iti,  that  his  conduct  towards  the 
Xndiuis  "waa  uuexceptiouable  la  all  things. 
This  is  altogether  umike  the  case  of  a  trader, 
whose  object  is  to  gain  by  traffic  He  surely, 
then,  had  not,  by  his  own  conduct,  put  his  per- 
son and  his  property  without  the  pale  of  the 
protection  of  his  Government.  It  will  be  seen, 
by  inspecting  the  several  treaties  with  tiie 
Oherokees,  that  no  provisions  were  made  in 
any  of  them  to  satisfy  such  claims  as  the  pres- 
ent But  in  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Tellioo,  or,  as  it  is  more  ftmiliaiiy  called,  the 
treaty  of  1798,  the  iisoal  remedy  oetween  the 
ludiaiis  and  border  settlers,  which  is  that  of 
reprisal,  was  expressly  taken  away,  leaving 
the  party  injur^  witliout  any  summai^  re- 
dress, and,  indeed,  without  any  redress  at  all, 
lulesa  this  Government  shall  interpose  its  pro- 
tectioiL  It  is  provided  in  the  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1708  Just  quoted,  that  "all  animosi- 
ties, aggressions,  thefte,  and  plunderings,"  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  first  conferences  in  that 
year, ' '  shall  cease,  and  be  uo  longer  remembered 
or  demanded  on  either  8ido."---(Iiaw8  of  the 
United  States,  vol.  1,  p.  834.)  By  this  treaty 
stipulation,  even  the  privilege  to  demand  their 
rights  of  the  Che^^^eeB  was  npreasly  taken 
away  from  our  dtizens.  And,  much  more,  the 
ordinary  remedy,  so  mudi  practised  on  the 
Vestem  frvntier,  of  reprisal.  It  does  seem  to 
me  most  dear  that  Uie  Government,  by  this 
act,  became  liable^  in  good  faith,  to  satisfy  all 
honajide  claims  of  private  citizens  against  the 
Oherokees,  tlmt  existed  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1798,  on  account  of  "  a^^ssions,  thefts,  and 
plunderings,  of  that  nation." 

But  it  ia  argued,  that  if  this  claim  should  be 
allowed,  a  new  policy  will  be  established  and 
introduced  into  our  legislation,  which  will  prove 
in  the  end  onerous  to  the  Government.  This 
petition  is  so  far  from  being  correct  that,  if 
this  claim  be  rueoted,  it  will  change  the  whole 
policy  of  this  Government  with  regard  to  such 
cl^mis,  for  the  last  ten  or  fifterai  years.  I  do 
not  pretend,  said  Ifr.  S.,  to  have  that  profonnd 
information  as  to  our  Indian  relations,  or  aa  to 
precedent  ffenerally,  as  many  honorable  gentle- 
men who  liave  addressed  the  House  on  this 
•abject.  I  have  neither  had  the  experience  nor 
the  means  necessary  to  such  attcunments.  But, 
in  examining  the  past  conrse  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  thto  subject^  I  find  the  aggregate  sum 
of  twenty-one  thousand  and  eighty-six  dollars 
appropriated,  by  act  of  Congress  "approved 
26th  Haroh,  1880,"  as  full  compensation  to 
oert^n  individuals  named  in  s^d  act,  for  horses 
atcden  and  pn^wrty  destroyed  and  tdken  by 
the  Osage  Indians,  in  the  years  1616,  1817. 
1638.-~<Vol.  8,  Laws  of  U.  S.  S94.)  And 
agUQ,  in  the  year  1882,  1  find  the  sum  of  nine 
thoound  seven  hundred  and  fiity  dollars  impro- 


priated by  act  of  Congress  of  that  year,  to  be 
pidd  to  uie  legal  repreaoitatiTea  of  Jt^in  and 
James  Pettigrew,  for  depredations  committed 
on  the  iwivate  property  <tf  the  Fett^rews^ 
while  nftvigatiog  the  Tennessee  Biver  in  1794, 
with  interest  upon  tliat  sum  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  tlie  date  of  tiie 
loss  sustained,  until  tlie  same  should  be  paid — 
[Here  Sir.  Shields  asked  the  favorof  the  Glsxk 
to  read  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case 
of  the  Fettigrews,  which  he  did] — and  which 
Mr.  S.  said  was  similar,  in  all  its  material  dr- 
cumstances,  to  the  claim  now  under  considera- 
tion. The  loss  was  sustained  by  private  indi- 
viduals, while  descending  the  Tennessee  Biver, 
in  the  Cherokee  territory,  by  the  act  of  that 
tribe  of  Indians,  while  in  a  state  of  peace. 
Mr.  8.  said,  I  might  cite  many  other  cases  in 
point,  from  Hissouri  and  elsewhere,  which  I 
have  before  but  I  will  not  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  by  recitikiK  them.  I  shall 
desist,  after  again  directing  ue  attention  of 
honorable  members  to  tiie  case  of  the  heirs  of 
James  Brown,  of  which  this  claim  is  a  coonter- 
part,  a  duplicate,  which  in  &ct  is  identical  with 
it  in  all  its  ciAsumstonces.  [He  here  sent  the 
report  of  the  committee  in  Brown's  case  to  tite 
Clerk,  a  part  of  which  was  then  read.]  I  am 
satisfied,  after  this  explanation,  that  it  must  be 
apparent  to  all,  that  whatever  may  be  done 
hereafter,  Confess  has  repeatedly  heretofore 
granted  relief  in  many  cases  precisely  similar 
to  the  one  made  out  m  tiuU  application ;  and, 
indeed,  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  for  a  nnmho*  of  years  past,  withont 
exception,  up  to  this  time,  to  do  so.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  see  why  this  daira  of  the  widow 
and  orphans  of  William  Anderson  should  be 
made  an  exception  to  a  rule  so  well  established. 
But  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  prospective 
dfums  from  Florida  may  have  an  undue  weight 
upon  the  minds  of  some,  in  deciding  upon  this 
claim.  Still  I  hope  they  will  not ;  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  considw  the  justice  of  those 
claims  when  they  shall  have  been  presented. 
If,  however,  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
heretofore  pnrsaea  wiUi  ref^trd  to  the  Cherokee 
depredations  committed  priOT  to  tlie  treaty  of 
1798^  should  wpear  to  oe  obviously  nijust,  I 
grant  it  shonld  he  abandcmed.  But  I  oannot 
see  how  any  one  can  come  to  this  conclusion, 
so  as  to  make  this  small  ol^m,  which  is  perhaps 
the  last  of  that  class,  an  exception  to  a  nue 
which  has  so  Ions  prevailed. 

Hr.  EvEBBTT,  In  reply  to  the  aigmnents  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  (of  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Asulbt, 
and  Mr.  Shields,)  said  that,  since  the  debate 
of  yesterday,  he  had  examined  this  case,  and 
was  satisfied  there  was  no  foundation  in  princi- 
ple for  the  daim.  He  was  aware  of  the  diflS- 
culty  of  engaging  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  an  argument  dry  and  uninteresting  in  itself, 
more  especially  in  oppo^tion  to  a  daim  of  so 
trifling  an  amount  In  addition  to  this,  he  was 
asinng  the  Honse  to  reverse  its  own  deciuon  in 
a  case  identical  with  this,  (the  bill  for  the  relief 
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of  Joseph  Brown,  paved  in  1684.)  It  wbs 
reported  in  1883,  and  sanctioned  by  a  second 
report  in  1884.  The  report  in  the  present  oase, 
made  at  the  last  session,  refers  to  that  case,  and 
relies  on  it  as  a  precedent.  He  did  not  recollect 
whether  the  oase  ksH  Brown  underwent  a  dis- 
cusalMi.  It  was  repwted  and  paned  while  he 
uras  engofped  elsewhere  on  anouier  eommittee, 
and  was  now  for  the  first  time  brooght  to  his 
notice;  and  the  Importance  of  the  principles 
assumed  was  his  apology  for  addrranng  the 
Honse^  and  constitatod  his  tmlj  claim  to  their 
attention. 

If  the  aggression  complied  of  was  an  act 
of  war,  the  principle  assumed  wonld  extend  to 
all  aggressions  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war. 
This  principle  has  not  been  adopted  by  any 
Government.  The  decisions  of  Congress  have 
been  nnifonu,  on  claims  for  sndi  aggresdons 
during  the  revolntionaiy  and  late  wars.  If 
a  distinction  is  taken  in  &tot  of  Indian 
aggrearions,  the  principle  will  extend  to  those 
<nthe  West  down  to  uie  treotyof  OreenTill& 
0796,)  to  those  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 
to  those  committed  and  committing  by  the 
Creeks  and  Seminoles.  At  the  time  of  this 
aggression  (1768)  there  was  bnt  little  groond 
for  A  distinction  between  Indian  and  f<»«ign 
vara.  The  Indians  were  then  regarded  as 
foreign  and  independent  nations;  they  were 
not  snrronnded  by  oar  settlements  nor  nnder 
oar  control.  He  'n'onld  refer  the  House  to  the 
report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Af^rs,  in 
1684,  on  the  case  of  Alfred  8tewart  If  the 
M^resnott  was  to  be  taken  as  committed  in 
time  of  peace,  the  print^o  aasDmed  woold 
extend  to  aggresdona  in  all  time  bditnre  recog- 
nized war.  it  would  be  an  anthori^  tsc  the 
allowance  of  the  okdms  for  the  Frenoh  spolia- 
'tiooB  prior  to  1800. 

Hr.  JL  said  he  ehonld  meet  the  ol^m  on  its 
strongest  ground ;  that,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
argument,  he  would  ^ve  the  olum  the  benefit 
of  the  admianon  of  a  fact  left  donbtfiil  in  the 
report — that  tiie  aggression  was  committed  in 
time  of  peace,  and  was  not  in  itself  an  act  of 
war.  I  will  here  remark  (continued  Mr.  E.) 
that  the  claim  is  for  an  a^reesicm  committed 
not  on  the  person  but  on  tne  property  of  the 
claimant,  uid  that  the  claim  derives  no  tud 
ftom  tiie  hostile  character  ctf  the  mnntou 

The  case,  tben^  is  dmphr  tUs:  !nw  cUUmant, 
in  1788^  with  the  assoat  of  the  (^eroikee  nation, 
was  passing  down  the  Tomesaee  Brver,  within 
the  Cherokee  country,  with  his  property,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  trade,  bnt  witii  the  sole 
view  of  passing  through  the  country,  to  make 
a  settlement  below  it.  when  his  property  was 
fordbly  taken  from  him  by  the  Cherokees; 
and  for  the  property  so  taken  he  claims  com- 
pensation. On  what  principle  t  Upon  the 
assumed  prindple  tiiat  the  Gfovemment  were 
bonnd  to  proteot  its  citizens  against  Indian 
depredations,  oommitted  even  in  the  Cherokee 
ooontry ;  that  it  is  bonnd  to  seek  redress  for 
soohde^ndationa;  thatitha^ngmadeatret^ 


without  securing  such  redress,  or  having  by 
treaty  released  the  claim,  they  are  bound  to 
indemniiy  the  sufferers.  To  lay  a  foundation 
even  for  the  assamption  of  these  jninoiples,  it 
should  a]mear  that  some  right  seonred  to  uie 
«laimant  by  treaty,  had  been  vWated,  and  that 
the  Goremnient  ud  in  ftot  releoaed  a  nibalatlng 
ol£dm  for  iudanmirf.  Isliall  endeavor  to  show 
that  the  aggreadon  was  not  in  violatacm  (tf  any 
right  seonred  to  the  olidmant  by  treaty ;  that 
no  Bubensting  claim  has  been  released ;  and  that 
the  Government  are  not  bound,  by  any  adopted 
principle  of  right  or  p(^G>y,  to  uidsmnify  the 
claimant 

The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  1786,  was  the 
first  treatr  with  &e  Oherokeee,  and  established 
our  first  relation  of  peace  vrith  that  tribe.  By 
the  9th  artide  of  uds  treaty  we  secured  the 
ri^t  to  regulate  the  Indian  trade ;  and  the  10th 
article  provides  that,  "until  the  pleasure  of 
OoDgress  be  known  renecting  the  9th  article, 
all  tradm,  dtizens  of  the  Untted  States,  shall 
have  lib«^  to  go  to  any  of  ^3t»  tribes  or  towns 
of  the  Oherokee&  to  trade  with  than,  and  shall 
be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
kindly  treated."  The  6th  article  provides  that 
if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
peraon,  not  being  an  Indian,  i^fdl  attempt  to 
settle  on  their  hunting  grounds,  dw.,  such  person 
shall  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  United  etatea. 
Ko  rights  were  secured  to  citizens  to  go  into 
the  Cherokee  country  for  any  pnrpose  except 
that  of  trading  with  the  Cherokees ;  pn^eotion 
was  seonred  by  the  treaty  to  the  property  <tf 
traders  only.  The  right  fat  navigatiDg  the 
Toinessee  River  was  not  seonred  by  thlstrea^, 
as  was  Buppoeed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. Qix.  Box,)  bnt  ^  the  tre^y  <tf  1791. 
The  dsimant  was  not  a  trader ;  he  was  not 
pas^ng  through  the  Cherokee  country  for  that 
pnrpose.  At  that  day  the  Liddan  tribes  were 
treated  with  as  foreign  nations ;  and  it  is  some- 
what singular  that  in  this  treaty  there  is  a  provi- 
sion relatmg  to  retaliation  or  reprisals,  in  oase  of 
a  violation  of  the  treaty :  "  that  retaliation  shall 
not  be  practised  on  either  aide,  except  where 
there  is  a  manifest  violation  of  this  treaty,  and 
then  it  shall  be  preceded  first  by  a  demand  <tf 
justice,  and,  if  r^bsed,  then  a  deolaration 
of  hostilities." 

Persons  going  Into  Uie  Oherokee  country  had 
no  ol£er  secnrity  than  flie  trea^.  In  eTety 
othar  respect  they  submitted  thenuelvee  to  euon 
usage  as  mia^t  beftU  tiieni,  without  having  any 
claim  to  caU  on  the  Government  to  seek  redress 
for  ai^ii^ury  either  to  their  persona  or  property. 
The  Cherokees  may  have  violated  their  faith 
pledged  to  Andersou,  but  not  the  treaty.  It  Is 
not  utended  to  say  that  for  any  outrage  the 
Government  might  not,  if  it  chose,  demand 
satis&ctloa;  but  that  an  individual  has  no 
right  to  demand  this  of  Gk>vemment,  except 
for  the  violation  of  a  right  seonred  by  treaty. 
It  may  here  be  proper  to  refer  to  the  case  of 
Pettigrew  uid  Boott— (Report  of  March  2S, 
188S.)  Hie  report  in  tbtt'ewe  i>  based  <m 
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two  facts,  which  are  wuiting  in  this  case :  that 
the  a^Msioa  was  oommitted  in  1794,  when 
desceumitg  the  Teonessee  'River,  in  violatitni 
<tf  a  right Beonred  hrthe  treafy <it  1791 ;  and 
that  the  treaty  of  1798  ceded  lande  in  satis- 
fiudon  of  that  aggreaBaoD.  Hi^  >Ppev  to 
have  inf^red  the  last  fiuit  rather  from  evidatoe 
of  what  occurred  prading  the  treaty  than  from 
the  treatj  itself. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  a^ns^on 
was  in  1788.  The  next  material  fact  is  that 
war  immediately  succeeded,  and  continued  until 
1791.  Whatever  claims  the  QoTemment  might 
have  had  ag^nst  the  Oherokees,  evm  for  Tiua- 
tioos  of  the  treaty,  were  merged  in  ^e  war. 
It  is  the  remedy  sought  by  the  parties  for  the 
redress  of  all  ii^nries.  Admit,  then,  for  the 
sake  of  the  orgoment,  that  a  right  of  the  claim- 
ant, secnred  by  treaty,  had  been  violated,  and 
that  the  Goremment  were  bound  to  seek  re- 
dress, the  act  of  war  was  the  measnre  by  whhdi 
Tedreaa  was  aooght— the  hidieat  act  to  which  a 
nation  can  resort.  And  whether  they  in  &ct 
obtain  redress  most  depend  on  the  fata  of  war. 
But  no  Goremmeut  gaarantees  the  nnolt.  Its 
dnty  is,  by  all  reasonable  means  oonristent 
with  the  best  interest  of  the  community,  to 
seek  redress.  It  is  not,  however,  bouad  to  con- 
tinue a  war  until  redress  is  obtained.  The 
higher  interest  of  the  country  must  control; 
and  if  this  requires  that  a  peace  should  be 
made  without  obtiuning  redress,  the  loss  must 
be  submitted  to.  The  Ooverament  is  bound 
only  to  nse  its  best  efforts ;  these  &iling,  the 
citizen  most  snbndt  to  the  fate  of  war.  I^ 
howeTer,  a  eatAs&otion  be  obtained,  in  part  or 
In  whdc^  the  Government  Is  bound  to  distoibntA 
St  among  the  claimants.  The  claimants  for  the 
French  spdiattons  prior  to  1800  base  their 
claims  on  the  allegation  that  their  rights  ee- 
cured  treaty  were  violated ;  and  tttat  the 
Government,  bv  treaty,  have  released  those 
clalm&  in  consideration  of  an  equivalent.  The 
issue  is  made  on  the  equivalent;  but  if  the 
nrindple  now  assumed  be  admitted,  this  issue 
beoomes  immateriaL  They  will  be  entitled  to 
rdie^  thoogh  an  egmvalent  was  not  obtained, 
because  it  was  not  obtained. 

By  the  treaty  of  Holston,  of  1791,  an  end 
was  jrat  to  the  war,  without  any  stipnhntdon  for 
■ataafiiotion  fixr  raiw  amreariona  on  property. 
Ik  i»t>Tlde8  for  the  mntiul  reetmation  of  prison- 
ers oolj.  This  Implied  to  no  spedes  of  prop- 
erty. The  treaty  of  1786  provided  not  onh^  for 
the  restoration  of  prisoners,  bat  oontdned  the 
farther  provision :  "  They  wall  also  restore  aQ 
the  negroes  and  other  property  token  during 
the  late  war."  The  treaty  of  1791  was  simply 
a  treaty  of  peace,  not  of  indemnity.  "  There 
shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  be- 
tween," &0.  "  All  animosities  for  past  griev- 
anoes  shall  henceforth  cease."  The  effect  of 
the  act  ot  peace  itself  was  to  bury  all  past 
animosities.  It  foredosed  all  datm  on  the  part 
of  the  Goremment  or  ita  dtacens  for  past  w^n- 
ri^;  all  ri^  oeaaed,  and  no  nbseqnant  tna^ 


could  affect  them,  unless  they  were  expressly 
reoognized  or  asRuned.  ' 

BxTUBDAT,  January  7. 

The  honwable  Mr.  Gholsok,  monbw  ftom. 
the  State  (tf  lUsdssippi,  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat 

Deteendantt  of  Jamet  Btmm. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Heasrs.  Bmsu)e, 
STEnnr,  and  Wabd,  when 

Hr.  Howell  called  for  the  yeas  aud  nays  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed;  which  were 
ordered  and  were— f eaa  63^  nays  8S.  Bo  tbe 
bill  was  r^ected. 


MoNiuT,  Januaiy  9. 
Ibreiffn  AutAon. 

3Ir.  Abuu  said  he  was  dedrons  to  make  fbo 

gineral  inquiry,  whether  any  member  of  the 
OQse  was  charged  with  a  petition  from  the 
authors  of  Great  Britain  to  tlie  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  If  any  gentleman  was  ohaived 
with  sndi  a  petition,  he  (Mr.  A.)  h^  nothing 
further  to  state;  he  did  not  know  but  that 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wt^B  and 
Means  (Mr.  Oambsblbw)  had  snoh  a  petitim 
in  his  bands. 

Mr.  A.  explained  that  his  reason  for  making 
the  inquiry  was,  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  respectable  person  in  England,  Miss 
Harriet  Martinean,  eniclosiDg  a  |winted  address 
or  petition  from  oertdn  authors  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  the  OcKigrees  of  the  United  States;  and 
although  the  request  was  very  distinct  that  he 
would  &Tor  the  object  of  the  petition,  yet  no 
positive  request  was  made  that  he  would  presmt 
It  As  the  petition  was  merely  a  printed  paper, 
without  any  sigoature,  he  did  not  fed  hunself 
at  liberty  to  present  it,  if^  as  he  presumed,  there 
was  in  the  possesdon  of  any  other  monbcr  of 
the  House,  who  would  present  it,  a  petitioii 
rMuIarly  signed. 

Mr.  OA.ifBBitr.wro  said  he  bad  no  such  pi^er 
in  his  possessdon. 

Ana  as  it  did  not  appew  that  any  other 
member  was  chained  witn  the  presentati<»i  of 
the  same^  Mr.  Adau  sdd  be  would  wut 
uiotiter  week  or  two ;  and  if  a  formal  petition 
should  not  be  presented  by  that  time,  he  would 
presMit  the  me  whklh  had  been  fiwwarded  to 


Wbi»ibsdat,  January  11. 

Surplut  Bmmtie. 

Mr.  CxHBBBLBira,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  on  the  snl^eot  of  the  surplus  revenue. 
The  titie  of  the  httter  was  "  a  bill  to  redooe  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the  wants  (tf 
thft  OoranmeDt,** 
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Mr.  Ownm  remarked  titab  as  this  was  a  very 
inmwtant  reptMi,  as  well  aa  tba  aocompanyiDg 
bid,  lie  wonla  move  that  both  be  read ;  which 
■  was  agreed  to. 

Ibe  bill  and  report  were  thea  read  hj  the 
CSerk.   The  bill  is  as  follows : 

*'  A  bOI  to  reduce  the  rerenue  of  the  TTnited  States 
to  the  wants  of  the  GoTenuoent. 

**Bt  it  ttuuUd,  etc,  That  from  and  after  the  80th 
di^  of  September  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are 
inqiOBed  on  fbrdgn  imposts  1^  the  act  of  the  I4th 
of  Jul^,  1882,  enUtled  'An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  impoMng  duties  on  imposts,'  or  by 
■nj  other  act,  shall  exce«l  twenty  per  centum  on 
the  Talne  thereof,  one-third  part  of  suc^  excess  shall 
be  dedocted;  fiom  and  after  the  Slat  of  March, 
1888,  oneself  ot  the  teaidiie  of  sodi  excess  Bhall  be 
deducted;  and  <»  4ke  80th September.  1888,  tlie 
other  half  shall  be  dedocted,  any  thing  in  the  act 
4^  Sd  of  lUnbt  1883,  to  the  oontraiy  notwUhstand- 
ing. 

"  Ssa  2.  And  be  it  furthtr  maettd.  That  from 
and  after  the  80  A  of  September  next,  the  duties  on 
salt  and  coal  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed." 

The  bUl  having  been  twice  read,  and  the 
reading  of  the  report  being  concluded — 

Mr.  OxMBBBLTHa  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Tlude  on  the 
state  of  the  Unitm,  and  that  tiie  bill  and  report 
be  printed. 

MI.  "LkmEsam  add,  as  a  member  of  the  Ocnn- 
mittee  of  Wajs  and  Means,  and  one  of  the 

naaxuity  of  that  committee  npon  this  sabjeot, 
he  hoped  he  might  be  p^mitted,  in  the  oatset, 
to  eipreas  his  entire  dissent  from  the  principles 
laid  down  both  in  the  bill  and  in  llw  report 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  is  a  measore  of  great 
importance — ^no  less  than  a  bill  to  reduce  the 
revenues  of  this  country,  which  were  proposed 
by  the  law  of  1882  not  to  be  reduced  till  1842 ; 
that  is,  in  five  years  and  a  half  from  this  time. 
It  was,  he  repeated,  a  btU  to  bring  down  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  in  the  short  period  of 
eighteen  months,  as  much  as  was  proposed  by 
the  law  of  1882  in  five  years  and  a  half.  He 
wisbed,  tlierefm^  the  members  of  the  Honse  to 
reflect  for  a  moment  npon  the  prinoiplea  con- 
tained in  that  report,  and  those  omitalned  in 
the  bilL  He  pot  Uie  quesUon  to  tiie  members 
of  that  Honse,  whetiier  there  was  any  serious, 
any  abiding  feeling  there  that  that  bill  was  to 
become  the  law  of  the  \bs\A.  This  question 
should  be  answered ;  for  the  bill  was  of  so  mnoh 
importance  that  it  was  a  necessary  duty  that 
House  owed  to  the  country  that  it  should  be 
advised  that  snob  legislation  was  contemplated 
iq>on  the  great  interMts  of  the  country. 

What  was  to  be  the  effect,  merely,  of  simply 
reporting  this  bill  now?  It  was  to  create  a 
pmie  from  tme  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
What  was  its  i««aent  states  froa  Ifoine  to 
Geor^t  What  was  the  state  of  oar  finances! 
How  did  they  stand  with  reference  to  pecuniary 
fatSSiasA'i  Why,  that  in  all  the  great  eom- 
xoeroial  dties  «  the  East,  (and  h«  nndentood 


[H.  or  B. 

it  to  be  worse  and  higher  in  the  new  Statra,) 
mimey  was  from  fifteen  to  twmtr  or  thir^  per 
cent  per  annum.  Bir,  swd  hc^  thore  is  already 
a  pamo,  growing  ont  <tf  the  pecnliar  oondition 
in  whidi  the  finances  of  die  country  had  been 
placed,  and  the  effect  oi  the  proposition  thea 
Wore  the  Honse  was  to  increase  that  panlo; 
and  how  f  You  come  down  here,  and  propose 
a  redaction  upon  all  articles  of  import  of  ten 
per  cent,  in  six  months,  ten  per  cent  more  in 
six  months  thereafter,  and  ten  per  oent  more 
in  the  ensuing  ax  months. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  raised  the  point  of 
order,  whether  the  merits' of  the  bill  were  open 
to  deb^  at  this  incipient  stage. 

Mr.  LAVBBiroB  would  go  tiiroDgh  in  one 
moment 

[Criesof  "OoonI"  "gocml  "from  several 
puts  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Munr  remarked  that  the  debate  was  en- 
tirely irregnlar ;  bat  if  tlie  Honse  were  disposed 
that  it  should  go  cm,  it  could,  of  course,  so 
Order. 

Mr.  Lawbkrob  said  he  intended  to  conclude 
his  remarks  by  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.  He  proceeded.  He  wished  to  appeal  to 
a  few  gentlemen  of  that  Honse  on  the  subject 
He  appealed,  then,  to  the  Bepresentatives  from 
the  State  of  Pennt^lvania,  tor  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  this  bill  be  a  party  meas- 
ure ;  he  hoped  it  was  not ;  but  he  appealed  to 
the  members  ftvm  tiiat  State,  and  uked  them 
if  they  were  ready  to  sanotion  and  adopt  the 
doctrines  of  that  bill  and  report  He  aroealed 
next  to  the  members  from  the  State  of  Kew 
York.  He  had  been  told  that  that  State  was 
in  favor  of  the  ^stem,  but  he  did  not  believe 
it.  He  knew  there  were  many  gentlemen  from 
that  State  on  that  floor  in  favor  of  this  system ; 
but  a  minority  of  her  people,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  so  far  as  he  knew  them,  never 
would  sustain  the  doctrines  set  forth  in  that 
report. 

[Mr.  Mann  ezdtdmed,  he  knows  very  little, 
then,  about  the  sentiments  of  that  people  I] 

Mr.  L.  also  ^ipealed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
to  all  the  mat  and  growing  States  of  the  West, 
if  they  had  no  interest  in  this  qiiesti(m.  Was 
there  a  sentlcanMii  npon  this  floor,  truly  repre- 
senting bis  oonstituents,  who  would  get  up  in 
his  place,  and  say  he  was  wilUng  to  place  the 
whole  indostry  of  his  country  npon  the  same 
foundation  as  that  of  foreign  nations  f  He 
could  anUcipate  their  answer.  It  would  be  in 
the  negative.  He  appealed  next  to  New  Eng- 
land, to  the  whole  of  New  England  ^  be  would 
appeal  to  the  State  of  Oonnecticot,  whose  dele- 
gation composed  a  portion  of  the  administration 
party  in  that  House,  if  they  would  dare  ^ 
home  to  their  oonstituents  with  this  report  m 
their  hands,  and  s^  to  them,  "  this  is  our  doc- 
trine ;  we  will  stand  or  fall  by  it" 

Sir,  they  would  not  be  sustained  fac  an  hoar 
if  they  did  so.  When  he  appealed  to  New  Eng- 
land, he  was  aware  there  was  a  divarrit^  m 
(q^inioo  npm  tUa  aol^eot;  bnt  he  was  coiiiU 
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dent  there  was  no  difference  of  opinioa  on  one 
point;  and  that  was,  tliat  this  extraordinary 
redDCtion,  'brought  forward  at  this  time,  and 
under  the  circamstances,  was  witboat  the 
shadow  of  a  plea  for  it. 

What  had  they  been  told  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ?  What  did  Uie  departments 
say?  Did  not  they  tell  them  that,  in  their 
opinion,  tite  revenue  would  fall  short  during 
the  present  year  t  Did  not  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treason',  after  Tna^ing  his  estimatea,  (and 
who  knew  Wter  I)  state  tHat  the  rerenne,  after 
the  Impropriation  made  on  the  81st  oi  Decem- 
ber next,  would  be  short  at  least  three  miUions 
of  dollars  ?  And  what  did  they  know  about 
the  revenue  of  1838?  Who  could  say  what 
would  be  derived  from  the  customs  or  from  the 
public  lands  f  Who  could  tell  what  contingen- 
cies might  arise  in  that  interval  t 

Again  he  denounced  the  bill  as  a  monstrous 
measure,  frauffht  with  the  most  dangerons  con- 
sequences, and  whose  effect  would  be  to  weak- 
en, if  not  break  down,  the  bonds  of  confidence 
and  credit  which  oxight  mutually  to  subedBt 
hetween  men  and  communities.   He  again  and 

X'd  ruterated  his  mpeal  to  gentlemen  of  ^e 
inistraticHk  par^  from  Fnon^lvania,  Oon- 
necticut,  and  New  Hampshire,  Ac,  to  come  out 
and  avow  if  they  were  in  favor  of  this  bill,  or 
that  they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  country.  Mr.  L.  then  went  on  to  show 
that  the  principles  of  free  trade  ought  not  to  be 
attempted  in  this  country  until  a  corresponding 
feeling  had  been  exhibited  by  Great  Britun  and 
the  continent  of  Europe ;  for  they  taxed  for- 
eign drticlea  most  heavily,  particularly  tobacco, 
bacon  and  hams,  coals,  &c  He  was  referring 
to  the  British  tariff  on  imported  articles,  when 
The  Chaib  interposed,  and  said  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open  at  that  stage. 

Mr.  LA.WBSBOB  wished  to  speak  of  the  effects 
of  sending  this  hill  out  to  the  people^  and,  after 
doing  sa  should  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  Chjub  had  merely  apprised  the  genile- 
man  that  Uie  merits  of  the  oill  were  not  open 
on  a  motion  to  print  and  refer  it. 

Mr.  Lawbenoi  inquired  if  a  motion  to  rtyect 
it  would  be  in  order. 
The  Chajb  replied,  not  in  that  Btsse. 
Hr.  Inqbbsoll.  Would  it  be  in  ormr  tomove 
its  indefinite  postponement  t 

The  Chaib.  That  motion  would  be  in  order; 
but  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  take 
precedence. 

Kr.  Ihobbsoix.  Would  that  motion  open 
the  disansdon  t 

The  Chaib  replied,  tiiat  a  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely  opened  the  whtde  merits  of  a  prop* 
option. 

Mr.  Lawbxncx  then  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bilL 

[A  most  anim&tcd  discussion  then  took  place  on 
the  whole  merita  of  the  bill,  involring  the  three- 
fold quesUoos  of  protection  to  n*ft"^'*H'*"— ^  snr- 
phues  to  divide,  and  Bmhii^  the  renme  to  the 


,{iAKoacTt  1887. 

nseiMMry  wqipoti ut  the  Govenunut  Tbegeatla' 
man  vbo  engiged  in  tUs  Aaonsslon,  were :  Hessn. 
lAmeuoe,  Oimtedeng,  Ifaom  of  New  York,  Inger- 
soU,  VftDderpoel,.  M^y,  Merecr,  Beed,  Craig, 
Adams,  Bell,  Tbomu,  Vinton,  Owens,  Toucey,  Suth- 
eriand,  Conrin,  Galbraitb,  Uohlenberg,  Calhoon,  and 
PattOQ.  A  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  wis 
then  made  and  dedded  as  follows :] 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Adams,  G.  Allao,  H.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Ashley,  Buley,  Beaamont,  Bell,  Blade,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, G.  Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Childs, 
Claik,  Crane,  Cnsbing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Erans, 
Everett,  Foirier,  Frrad^  Oalbt^tit,  R.  Garland, 
GranMT,  GremiMl,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harian,  Kwper, 
8.  B.  Bjurtoon,  Hueltine,  Hendereon,  Heister,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  IngeisoU,  bgfaun,  Juiea, 
Jenifer,  B,  H.  Jidmson,  Henry  JcAaeon,  Kilgore, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  T.  Lee,  Lincoln,  J. 
Hann,  Samson  Uason,  Haury,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Milligan,MoiT]a,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearoe,  Peatson,  Pett^^rew,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Plt^ns,  Potts,  Keed,  Buasell,  Bcbenck,  W. 
R  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  ^rague,  Steele,  Btorw, 
Sutherland,  Toncey,  Tomer,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward- 
well,  Waahhigton,  E.  WhItUesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
Young — 98. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Bonldin, 
BoTee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bnma,  Bynttm,  Cambrdeng, 
C^pbell,  Cut,  Garter,  Cas^,  Cbaney,  Chapman, 
Chai^n,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, C(deB,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Caahmaa,  Davis, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Doubleday,  Dr(»ngoole,  Dunlap, 
Efner,  Ehnore,  Fairfield,  Fweat^,  Fry,  Fuller,  J. 
Gariand,  Gbolaon,  GiUet,  Glascock,  Grdiam,  Gnuit- 
land,  Grayson,  Griffln,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Bamer,  Han- 
negao,  A.  G.  Harrison,  IIawkiIU^  Hayn^  Hobey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Jarrls,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Elingen- 
Bmitfa,  Lane,  Lawler,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Logan,  I<0Te,  LoyalL  Lyon,  A  Mann,  Martin,  W. 
Mason,  M.  Mason,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mo- 
Kim,  MoLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owens, 
Page,  ^rirn,  I^tterson,  Fatten,  F.  Fleree,  Peyton, 
nndiney,  R^dier,  Jolm  RcTntdda,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  A  H.  Shep- 
perd,  ^Ids,  Shinn,  ftnitb,  Sta»lefer,  Taliaferro, 
Thomas,  J^  Th<mB(m,  Waddyllkompeon,  TurriU, 
Yanderpoel,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  L.  Willing 
Wise,  Yell— llY. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  bHI'shonld 
not  be  Md  on  the  table. 


Tdxbdat,  January  lY. 

Sueutive  A3minittratumi-~Mr,  Wu^^ 
Bmlution. 

The  Honse  -proceeded  to  the  eonrideration 
of  the  reedutioii  heretofore  offered  by  lb. 

WUB. 

Hr.  HcjEbot  aaid  the  reading  of  the  Tesoht- 
tion  ronst  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
the  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  its  time  had 
been  expended  upon  the  discuseton  of  the  vari- 
ous topics  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
debate.  He  was  deeply  impreeaed  with  the 
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neoesmtj  of  ooufining  any  remarks  he  might 
offer  within  a  narrow  compass.  He  assured 
the  Eoose  that  nothing  vould  have  induced 
him  to  prolong  a  debate  already  too  mnoh  ex- 
tended, except  that  Jnstioe  to  those  with  whom 
he  acted,  and  to  hii^lf,  required  him  to  notice 
some  of  the  observations  made  in  the  course  of 
the  debate. 

When  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
"Virginia  (Mr.  Wibk)  yna  intrcSuced,  I  viewed 
It,  sfud  Mr.  3IoE.,  as  a  measure  novel  in  its 
character,  and  one  calculated  to  establish  a 
precedent  which  might  hereafter  be  perverted. 
In  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution,  I  saw  a 
power  of  unlimited  extent  intrusted  to  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.  I  am  not  of  that  school 
which  insists  apon  a  search  warrant  to  authorize 
you  to  examine  your  public  oflSoea;  bat  I  can- 
not but  believe  that,  if  you  intend  to  examine  uy 
inatttf  beyond  the  manner  in  which  yoor  pao- 
lio  agents  dischaii^  the  daties  ot  their  ^>point- 
ment,  you  will  require  something  more  toan  a 
resolution  of  this  House.  What  does  the  origi- 
nal resolotion  propose  ?  To  examine  into  Uie 
official  and  tmoffioial  conduct  of  those  who  are 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  public 
departments.  This  is  the  task  which  is  to  be 
allotted  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  This  is 
the  inquisitorial  tribunal  yon  propose  to  create. 
If  we  appoint  the  committee,  how  can  it  pro- 
ceed in  the  discharge  of  its  duty  ?  The  power 
of  this  HoQse  can  go  no  further  than  to  examine 
into  the  <^ial  ewduot  of  thoee  who  are  in 
oiBee,  who  receive  their  ocxnpenaation  at  yoor 
hands,  and  who  are  Uable  to  censure  and  re- 
move for  any  breach  duty.  In  every  pinnt 
cdnneoted  with  your  pnblio  offices,  in  every 
matter  of  an  offidal  character,  yon  have  the 
right  and  the  power  to  exact  a  rigid,  strict  ex- 
amination ;  but  when  yoa  will  attempt  to  in- 
quire into  the  unofficial  conduct  of  a  public 
officer,  or  to  make  the  wide-spread  investigation 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  the  suoceas  of  yonr 
mvestigation  will  depend  more  upon  the  dis- 
position of  those  who  may  be  called  before  the 
committee  than  on  any  power  of  this  House  to 
compel  them  to  satisfy  your  inquiries.  You 
will  search  in  vain  fw  a  precedent  for  this 
movement  in  parliamentaj?  history ;  but  yon 
may  find  one  elsewhere.  There  can  be  found 
one  direction  to  which  it  bears  a  strict  resem- 
blance. The  oommand  of  this  House  to  the 
committee  joaf  be  fbnnd  in  that  of  Dogberry 
to  the  watch,  a  sweeping  resolution  to  com- 
prehend all  vagrom  men,"  and  to  let  all  go  who 
will  not  stand  according  to  order.  Let  it  be 
considered  that  we  have  several  standing  oom- 
nuttees,  whose  duty  it  is  to  investigate  the  af- 
&irs  of  your  departments.  Let  it  be  consider- 
ed, also,  that,  but  ft  few  days  since^  we  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the 
gentleman  from  Vir^nia,  (Mr.  Gabuhd,)  which 
committee  is  daily  engaged  in  the  ttonunatiDa 
of  one  <tf  the  mljeota  referred  to  in  this  leeo- 
lution.  Te&  rir,  the  very  point  which,  I  be- 
lieve, acoording  to  the  mover  of  this  propo^tio% 
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^ve  rise  to  this  proposed  investigation.  Bnt 
m  addition  to  these  means  which  are  within 
our  power,  the  amend&ent  of  Ute  gentleman 
from  Bhode  Island  ia  ofi^«d.  That  amendment 
is,  in  my  opini(»i,  not  open  to  the  oljeotiomi 
which  may  be  made  to  the  original  pR^mtion. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  pariiamentary  prac- 
tice. It  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  Legislature 
to  undertake  an  exploring  expedition  in  search 
of  abuses  :  but  .if  abuses  are  charged,  it  be- 
comes a  solemn  doty  to  investigate  them.  The 
amendmoit  proposes  to  create  a  tribunal  1)efore 
which  charges  can  be  made,  and  to  exanune 
into  the  truth  of  those  chaives.  Suppose  a 
petition  was  presented  to  this  Bouse,  and  refer- 
red to  one  of  the  appropriate  committees,  pray- 
ing an  examination  into  the  manner  in  wliicb 
yonr  pnblie  officws  discharge  thor  duties,  and 
setting  forth  that  abases  e^ted.  Yonr  oom- 
mittee  wonld  ask  the  petitioners  for  qtedfio 
oba^es,  and  if  tiiey  were  produced  the  ezami- 
nation  would  be  made.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  they  would  inquire  of  your  different 
departments  and  bureaus  for  something  to  sos- 
iam  the  allegation  of  the  petitioners. 

But,  sir,  it  appears  that  yonr  standing  com- 
nuttera,  your  sialect  committee,  the  amend- 
ment, wUl  not  be  satisfactory.  Nothing  will 
^ve  sufficient  latitude  but  the  original  resolu- 
tion. I  prefer  sustdning  the  amendment,  be- 
lieving it  cannot  be  perverted  hereafter  into  a 
dangerous  nret^dent;  but  if  that  cannot  l)e 
adopted,  I  Miall  not  be  fonnd  denying  investi- 
gatioD.  I  am  willing  to  give  every  fiicility,  and 
to  afford  ample  means,  to  pursue  the  dedred 
exaroination ;  to  have  the  official  transactiona 
and  correspondence  of  your  public  offices  Udd 
open.  As  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
we  are  bound  to  guard  every  departinent.  We 
are  bound  to  pour  light  into  every  portion  of 
this  Government  It  is  doe  not  only  to  the 
country,  bnt  to  the  incumbents,  to  those  on  this 
floor  who  wish  the  examination,  that  some  de- 
anon  should  be  had  on  this  subject,  and  that 
without  delay.  The  debate  which  has  arisen 
upon  this  resolution  has  resuscitated  the  denun- 
ciations and  charges  which  we  had  reason  to 
Iwlieve  were  Img  sinoe  buried.  I  have  been 
surprised  to  obsmre  the  oourse  of  the  present 
discussion.  The  same  accusations  corrup- 
tion, proscription,  and  of  abuses  <^  every 
nature,  which  were  made  at  the  last  session, 
with  a  view  of  operating  on  the  then  approach- 
ing political  contest,  are  reiterated  upon  the 
present  ocoadon.  We  ought  to  susi>eot  that 
our  fate  has  been  that  of  Rip  Van  Winkle; 
that  we  have  been  aleeping  quietl]^  while  the 
thunders  of  the  opposition,  louder  far  than  any 
which  reverberated  through  the  Gatskill,  have 
been  pealing  over  us,  and  we  have  been  un- 
ooasoiooB  of  the  presidential  contest  which  has 
just  dosed.  If  there  is  to  be  a  repetition 
of  Ihose  charges,  it  is  fdl  time  we  should  be 
aroused.  I  luve  sooght  for  new  Btat6meBt& 
but  none  an  offbred.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  nme  r^gwwmtatioita  wMch  are  made 
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now  were  made  before  the  straggle  commenced ; 
that  the  same  evidence^  sastaiaed  bj  the  aid  of 
the  same  distingaisbed  gentlemen,  wbb  iaiA  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  country,  and  that  the 
people  supported  him  agtunst  whom  tiiese 
oh^es  were  intoided  to  operate.  Vthf  do 
gentlemen  stop  even  now?  Why  do  they 
Hfdtf  Vfhj  not  cross  the  Rubicon?  There  it 
still  remedy  left.  If  outn^  upon  the  consti- 
tution, if  violations  of  the  liberties  of  peo- 
pie,  have  been  committed,  why,  instead  ot 
m^ing  the  accosation,  is  not  uie  individnal 
who  is  the  author  of  these  evils  made  liable  to 
the  oon^uences  of  impeachment?  If  he  has 
violated  the  nghts  of  any  of  your  citizens,  any 
of  the  rights  of  any  branch  of  the  Oovem- 
mentj  why  is  be  not  placed  in  a  situation  where 
he  will  be  required  to  defend  his  pnblio  charac- 
ter Arom  these  aocosations  t  If  we  have  watdh- 
fal  sendnels  on  Ihe  ramparts  of  constitntional 
liberty,  let  them  not  only  sonnd  the  alarm,  but 
let  them  seize  upon  him  whom  they  represent 
to  be  an  enemy  of  the  oonntry.  That  country 
has  a  light  to  demand  this  movement  at  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  so  desirous  of  preserv- 
tng  its  interests  from  violation.  Nothing  is 
easier  than  to  denounce.  We  ask  for  the  evi- 
dences to  support  the  charges  they  make — ^we 
ask  for  action.  The  Executive  baa  been  repre- 
soited  as  a  violator  of  his  plighted  faith,  as  one 
who  had  broken  every  pledge.  Let  as  look  to 
his  inaogurol  address,  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  exposition  of  the  policy  wUcb 
wonld  characterize  his  administration.  In  re- 
gard to  yonr  forwgn  policy,  he  had  stated  that 
he  woold  endeavor  to  preswve  peace  and  onlti- 
vate  fiiendafaip  with  all  nations  on  honcnvble 
terms,  and  to  adjust  oar  differences  in  the  for- 
b^ing  spirit  becoming  a  powerAil  nation, 
rather  than  the  sensibility  beloaging  to  a  gal- 
lant people.  Has  this  been  fulfilled  f  Do  you 
find  the  violation  of  this  pledge  in  the  elevated 
position  which  our  country  sustains  amongst 
the  nations  of  tho  earth  I  He  pledged  hims^f 
to  a  spirit  of  compromise,  equity,  and  caution, 
in  regard  to  your  tariff,  by  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures ;  and 
if  any  encouragement  dioald  be  given,  it  was 
only  to  those  articlea  which  might  be  found 
essential  to  oar  national  ind^midence.  Let 
his  Messages  to  Oongress  show  how  for  he  has 
labored  to  discharge  this  pledge.  He  avowed 
bis  determination  to  reform  abuses,  by  depend- 
ing for  the  promotion  of  the  public  service  not 
on  the  nnmber,  but  on  the  efficiency,  the  in- 
t^rity,  the  zeal,  of  pahltc  officers.  Let  the 
oonseqnen^  of  me  toils  of  those  agents,  vlsiUe 
in  the  negotiation  of  foreign  treaties,  and  in 
tihe  happy  results  of  the  faithful  discharge  of 
duties  within  our  country,  be  his  defence  on 
this  point  He  promised  to  focilitate  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  public  debt  Has  that  been 
disdiarged  ?  Does  not  the  oontest  here  for  the 
divi^m  of  an  immense  sori^as  in  yonr  l^aas- 
nry  speak  for  him  on  this  sal^t?  Has  not, 
daring  this  administration,  the  novel  ^teetide 
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been  presented  to  the  world  of  an  immmse 
republic,  uashaokled  with  a  national  debt? 
When  the  violence  of  political  feeling  shall  have 
BDbsided,  but  one  opinion,  sir,  will  be  girta  of 
the  nresent  admioistration ;  and  i^  as  some 
genuemen  insist,  the  coming  administration 
will  be  but  h  eonthinalion  of  the  policy  of  the 
present,  the  country  may  be  con^iitulated  on 
the  prospect  of  a  career  of  brilliancy  and  pros- 
perity. It  will  be  a  continuation  of  a  poUpy 
which  seeks  to  enlarge  the  libraties  of  every 
citizen,  and  to  promote  the  wdfare  of  the 
Union. 

The  corraption  which  exists  in  the  Govern- 
ment is  a  fruitful  theme.  The  dictation  of  the 
Executive,  and  his  interference  with  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  have  been  blazoned  forth  to  the 
world.  Sir,  if  we  have  had  a  dictator,  he  bears 
but  little  resemblanoe  to  the  Sylla  of  other 
days.  The  Boman  retired  when  the  wistoonM^ 
had  been  armed  with  the  eoeptre,  bat  our  dic- 
tator Is  about  to  Boirender  his  trust  when  the 
democracy  is  triumphant   Do  gentiemen  sop- 

r»  that  the  iotelUgence  of  this  country  is  to 
deceived  with  this  outcry?  Hay  we  oak 
when  and  where  this  dictation  took  place? 
Who  were  the  individuals  who  yielded,  or  the 
States  that  submitted  to  bis  oomraands  ?  We 
bear  of  Tennessee  1  That  State  did  not  vote 
for  the  individual  who  Is  said  to  have  obtained 
his  election  by  the  dictation  of  the  Executive. 
If  the  dictation  of  the  President  was  of  any 
avail,  it  must  have  been  onited  not  only  with 
omnipoteDoe,  bat  cannipresenoe.  Its  results  are 
seen  in  Mdne,  and  at  the  same  time  in  Loairi- 
ana— in  the  Atlantic  States  and  in  yonr  for 
West  This  chai^  (let  gentiemen  consider)  of 
dictation  and  of  corruption  reaches  n<^  only 
the  Executive,  but  at  those  above  that  Execu- 
tive. The  poisoned  arrows  which  are  scattered 
strike  not  only  those  against  whom  they  are 
aimed,  but  at  the  body  of  the  American  people. 
If  there  are  corraptere,  where  are  the  corrupt- 
ed? Are  we  to  seek  for  them  amongst  the 
honest  yeomanry  of  the  land  I  Is  this  aegrad< 
lag  character  to  be  given  to  our  countrymen  I 
I  trust  we  are  not  ready  to  look  upon  a  m^ori- 
ty  of  our  fellow-citizens  as  obedient  slaves, 
obeying  the  edicts  of  an  imperial  master.  Tlie 
rio  of  Uie  Ezeontive  has  been  that  he  moved  in 
unison  with  the  people,  and  for  this  he  is  de- 
noonoed.  This  is  his  crime,  in  the  eyei  of  his 
opponents.  I  cannot  believe  that  hta  oovne 
will  at  any  time  be  deemed  unpatriotic,  or 
prejudicial  to  the  lastitutions  of  our  ownmon 
country. 

I  cannot  omit  a  reference  to  the  allosioDs 
which  have  been  mode  to  the  President  during 
this  debate.  The  gentleman  from  Ytr^U 
(Mr.  Wise)  has  traced  his  oourse  from  the 
period  of  his  early  obscurity  to  tbe  jffesent  ex- 
alted station  which  he  now  holds.  From  its 
rise  in  humbleness,  he  has  found  the  tenor  of 
his  life  a  broad  and  sweeping  current,  roUing 
onward  nnder  the  living  light  of  day  and  the 
steady  gace  of  the  mttifm,  FaraUdsoreaooi^; 


Extevtive  Admmulratiim — Mr.  Wit^t  RuoiviiiM. 


Digitized  by 


DSBATBS  OF  OOMGBESa 


258 


JunuBT,  1887.] 


CH,  ovR. 


bat  where  ?   Are  tfaey  aooght  for  amongst  the 
pi^jiota  vhose  repatatioos  are  interwoven  with 
the  briefest  epodis  of  the  past}  Are  they 
foaod  in  acme  briUiant  example  of  devotion  to 
ooimtry,  of  fldeli^  to  her  institntions,  of  purity 
of  purpose,  of  nndying  patriotism;  amongst 
the  Aristide^  the  Onrtii,  or  the  Oatost  No^ 
rir ;  we  find  them  seeking  for  parallels  in  the 
most  oormpt  and  degraded  periods  of  the 
Soman  Government.   Thef  find  them  in  a 
Oommodus  or  a  Sevenis ;  in  the  vile,  the  profli- 
gate, and  depraved  emperors  of  a  ommbling 
empire.   Who  is  your  modem  Commodnsf 
Shall  I  summon  from  his  many  battle-fields  the 
manes  of  the  dead  to  be  his  defenders  I  No, 
mr ;  let  the  liriDg  attest  his  worth  1   Let  them 
answer  whether  or  not  it  was  by  collecting 
around  him  the  abandoned  Oleanders  of  his 
tune  he  led  your  ooontry  through  many*  ^ffi- 
colties  up  to  the  eminence  on  which  he  now  is 
leaving  her  I  Even  in  the  highest  ezoitement 
of  a  ^itiod  oontest)  we  onght  not  to  forvet 
fhe  services  <tf  our  pnbHo  men— of  those  who 
"  have  d<me  the  state  stnue  service."  The  petty 
dUferenoes  of  party  will  dis(m^>eer,  bnt  the  re- 
Btilts  of  the  laW  of  those  men  never  will  be 
destroyed.   For  one,  I  will  not  desecrate  the 
temple  of  onr  Union  by  any  attempt  to  deface 
one  particle  of  Uiose  brilliant  names  that  may 
cast  their  splendor  over  it.   Fid^ity  to  our  own 
j>rincip1es  never  can  he  incompatible  with  jus- 
tice and  toleration  for  those  of  onr  opponents. 
I  speak  (tf  this  point  not  as  a  partisan,  bnt  as  an 
Amerioau.   I  cannot  bo  deterred,  by  the  fear 
of  being  term»d  a  flatterer,  from  doing  justice  to 
any  man.   I  ask  gentlemen  how  they  can  hope 
that  the  people  will  attend  to  their  charges? 
"We  are  told  it  Is  to  inform  the  people  of 
the  duigera  they  have  passed-Hif  the  con- 
^irades  against  their  liberties  that  have  been 
exploded.   Why,  sir,  Oicero  himself  wonld  not 
have  been  heeded  when  the  conspirators  were 
d^nived  of  all  pow.er  to  injure.   The  people 
of  this  country  will  not,  as  the  hour  is  ap- 
proaching which  is  to  separate  them  from  him 
who  has  for  years  enjoyed  their  highest  confl- 
denoe,  stand  with  ready  ear  to  listen  to  dennn- 
ciations.   Not  while  one  spark  of  gratitude 
remains  will  Uiey  refhse  to  shield  him.  They 
will  be  seen  protecting  him  from  the  flames  of 
p(ditical  persecutions ;  they  will  be  the  first  to 
resone  him — the  patriot  who  has  led  their 
armies  to  victory  and  given  permanency  to 
Iheir  Union— from  the  igDominr  of  being  placed 
in  the  aune  nlehe  of  immortu  infiuny  with  a 
Commodes  or  a  Sevems. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  approaching 
administration  will  be  brought  into  power  by 
the  vilest  means ;  that  it  is  the  triumph  of  the 
New  York  system.  I  find  that  it  is  the  fashion 
of  the  hour  to  refer  to  that  State.  Her  im- 
mense resources,  her  natural  and  artificial  ad- 
vantages, are  paraded  to  excite  a  jealousy  against 
her  interests  and  her  sons.  Is  this  uie  spirit 
in  which  this  XSmoa  was  fiwned,  or  can  be 
maintained  f  Why,  to  seoore  a  petty  triumph 


of  party,  is  this  effort  made  to  array  sec- 
tion agtunst  section,  State  against  State?  In 
sorrow,  not  in  anger,  have  I  heard  the  charges 
made  against  that  State.  I  have  witnessed  the 
efforts  to  injure  her  fair  fame ;'  but  still  I  look 
upon  my  native  State  with  pride.  Not  one 
urtit^e  of  her  repatation  is  yet  tarnished. 
That  State  oan  look  back  upon  the  past  with 
high  satisfaction,  and  look  forward  to  the 
fhtore  with  the  brightest  anticipations.  What, 
sir,  has  been  her  system?  She  has  had  *'a 
giant's  strength,  but  she  has  used  it  like  a 
giant."  She  stands  erect  in  the  consciousness 
of  her  sacrifices  to  the  inflependence,  the  lib- 
erty of  the  country,  and  to  the  Union  of  these 
States.  She  presents  to  you  her  Saratoga,  as 
her  evidence  of  her  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  Revolution.  Every  point  of  her  whole 
frontier  is  the  theatre  of  resistance  to  the  in- 
vasion of  a  savage  or  a  civilized  foe.  In  peace, 
as  in  war,  no  sordid  policy  has  characterized 
her  course.  I  ohallonge  gentlemen  to  point 
out  In  the  votes  of  her  Representatives  here,  or 
in  the  legislation  ai  the  otat^  any  disposition 
to  elevate  that  State  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  or  interests  of  any  section  of  tills 
confederacy.  Her  history  conttins  not  a  siuf^e 
line  for  which  one  of  her  sons  need  blush. 
Proud  of  her  history,  proud  of  her  enterprise, 
for  one,  I  would,  in  the  language  of  one  who 
has  given  glory,  not  only  to  that  State,  but  to 
the  whole  confederacy,  as  soon  foi^t  the 
mother  that  gave  me  birth,  as  that  State  the 
trophies  of  whose  systems  may  be  seen  in  tiio 
unrivalled  prosperity  of  her  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants. The  power  ^e  fields  was  never  exer- 
cised Ibr  oppresrion.  Mighty  she  has  been, 
but  none  have  been  more  meek.  To  be  the 
equal,  not  the  superior,  of  her  euter  States,  has 
ever  been  her  oMect  Qratitnde  demands  this 
humble  tribute  from  one  who  owes  her  much ; 
and  justice  requires  that  her  character  sbonla 
not  be  misrepresented. 

Hr.  WiSB  said  that  the'  parliamentary  prac- 
tice had  been  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
offered  a  resolution,  and  opened  a  debate, 
should  be  indulged  in  replying  to  members  who 
had  opposed  it,  and  in  concluding  his  debate. 
He  had  Intended  to  avail  himself  of  this  indul- 
gence, but  now  the  previous  question  was 
forced  upon  the  House.  Now,  it  appeared, 
gentiemen  seemed  disposed  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion ■  to  pass  it,  in  order  to  save  the  adminis- 
traticm  party  from  the  imputation  of  delaaring  * 
action  on  the  resolution  by  debate.  He  woold 
ask,  however,  and  he  would  thauk  gentiemen 
to  answer  him,  whether  they  could  now_  relievo 
themselves  from  this  odious  imputation — an 
imputation  which  they  deserve.  I  tell  you  and 
the  country  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  I  have  been 
asking  for  this  investigation  for  nearly  two 
years.  And  how  far  are  we  now  frvm  the 
end  of  tiie  session  1  Within  six  weeks  of  the 
end,  with  all  our  other  duties  to  attend  to,  and 
we  are  told  that  this  a  sufficient  space  of  time 
to  invrntigate  the  huge,  the  mammoth  ©peta- 
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tions  of  this  cormpt  and  profligate  admlnistra- 
tion.  Six  weeks,  sir.  I  have  been  detained 
two  weeks  at  home,  detained  by  the  state  of 
the  weather,  an^  I  find,  on  mj  retnm,  that  the 
adnunistration  has  already  carried  ont  their 
own  work  for  me,  by  which  I  am  detained  from 
ten  nntil  nearly  midnight  in  wading  through 
one  branch  of  this  inresugation. 

Gentlemen  now  propose  to  give  me  this 
Hercalean  task.  Gentlemen,  it  is  like  all  yonr 
candor,  all  yonr  plana,  and  all  yonr  honesty. 
Hake  the  most  of  it.  Go,  wiUt  a  blnsfa  on 
yonr  cheeks,  without  shame  or  couftiBion,  be- 
Ibre  the  people,  and  tell  them  this  I 

t  now  renew  the  motion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  for  the  previous  qnea- 
tion. 

And  the  Honae  seconded  the  call-— yeas  94, 
nays  61. 

Hr.  MosoAJ?  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  qnestioQ  of  taking  the  main  questioD ;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — ^yeas  121, 
nays  62. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion shonld  now  be  pnt. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  concnrriog 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  ori^nal  resolnUon  of  Hr. 
WiBB,  reported  therefrom,  was  taken,  and  do- 
dded  in  t2ie  affirmative— yeas  166,  nays  9. 


Wedxesdat,  January  18, 

Orimet  in  the  Dutriet  ^  CoZumMo. 

The  following  Hessage,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  <^  the  United  States : 

2b  thtSpeaitr^tJu  Bmm  ef  BtprtauUaHvea : 

Sis:  I  hereby  tmamit  to  the  House  of  R^resent- 
aUves  certain  commtmkmtloDB  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

They  relate  to  the  diffloalties  whidi  have  been  In- 
terposed, under  the  exlsUiig  laws,  In  brin^ne  to  oon- 
^cbon  and  punishment  the  supposed  inc^uUaries  of 
the  Treasury  buildings  in  the  year  1888. 

The  peculiar  drcomatances  of  this  case,  so  long 
concealed,  and  of  the  flagrant  frauds  by  persons  dis- 
ooDneotea  with  the  Govemment,  which  were  sdJ] 
longer  concealed,  and  to  screen  some  of  which  for- 
ever was  probably  a  principal  indacement  to  the 
bsmlng  of  the  buildings,  lead  me  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend  a  levisloa  of  the  laws  on  this  subject  I  do 
tUs  with  a  wish  not  only  to  render  the  pmUdunent 
hereafter  more  sercre  for  the  wanton  destmction 
«S  the  public  property,  but  to  repeal  entirely  tbe 
statute  of  limitaUon  in  all  criminal  cases  ezc^  small 
misdemesnors,  and  in  no  event  to  allow  a  party  to 
avail  himself  of  its  benefits  during  the  period  the 
ooBunia^n  of  the  crime  was  kept  concealed,  or  the 
persons  on  trial  were  not  suspected  of  having  per- 
petrated the  offence. 

It  must  be  manifest  to'Congress  that'  the  exposed 
state  of  the  public  records  here,  without  fire-proof 
buildings,  imperatively  rcqi^res  the  most  ample  rem- 
ediea  for  their  protection,  and  the  greatest  vigilance 
and  fldeli^  in  tU  ofBoeif,  wiietber  executive  or  judl- 
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dal,  in  bringing  to  cond^  punidiment  &e  real  of- 
fenders. 

Without  these,  the  public  property  is  in  that  de- 
plorable tituation  which  dep^ds  quite  as  mudi  QXk 
atx^dent  and  good  fortune  as  the  laws  for  saftty. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Jamuakt  17,  1S87. 

LetUr  to  Uu  Beeretmy  of  At  Trwwry. 

Wasbirgtox,  December  S7,  1886. 

Sir  :  According  to  the  request  in  your  letter  of 
this  day,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  tfie  instraotitms  givm 
by  the  court  to  the  jniy,  on  the  act  of  1790,  on  the 
trial  of  Richard  H.  White. 

I  understand  that  the  (wly  juror  lAta  held  out  fbr 
acquitting  the  priscmer  was  satisfied  of  his  guilt,  but 
refused  to  find  him  guilty  on  the  ground  of  this  in- 
straction  as  to  the  lii^tations.  It  is  certwnly  higUy 
necessary  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
prevent  the  bar  of  the  statute  from  operating  in  the 
cases  where  the  proper  officers  of  Government  did 
not  know,  and  oomd  not  by  due  diligence  bare 
known,  by  whom  the  offences  were  committed. 
One  or  two  cases  dmiUr  to  the  present  have  occurred 
heretofore  in  the  circuit  court,  in  wbicii  this  defence 
has  been  sust^ned. 

Voy  req>ectfully,  your  obedient  sertant, 

F.SLKET,  V:  8.  Atey  2>.  0, 

The  Hessoge  was,  on  motion  of  "iSr.  Thouas. 
refiarred,  wim  the  accompanying  dooomoits,  to 
the  Oommittee  oa  the  Jndiaiary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 


H(Hn>AT,  January  28. 

Aholitivn  tifSloMry. 

An  nnusnally  large  number  of  petitions  and 
memorials,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  were  presented  by  different 
members,  and  were  immediately  laid  on  the 
table. 

Hr.  Adahs  asked  the  House  at  this  time  to 
take  up  and  decide  on  the  otjection  raised  to 
the  reception  of  the  petition,  presented  by  him- 
self, from  Ly^  Lewis  and  others,  (and  sabse- 
qnently  returned  to  him,)  praying  the  aboUtion 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Ilie  Spbaeeb  s^d  the  resolution  which  had 
been  adopted  covered  all  these  cases.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  might  send  his 
petition  to  the  Chair,  and  it  would  he  laid  on 
ttie  table. 

Hr.  Adabib  said  he  did  not  doubt  his  right  to 
send  the  petition  to  the  Chtur.  The  l^>eaker 
had  decided  heretofore  that  the  petiUon  was 
not  In  the  poaseauon  of  the  House.  Hr.  A. 
now  wished  for  a  detnsion  on  the  question  o£ 
receiving  the  petitiMi,  whldi,  on  the  journal, 
appeared  to  have  been  presented  by  him. 

The  Spsakbb  said  the  gentleman  mi^ht  pre- 
sent his  petition,  and  send  it  to  the  Chair,  to  be 
disposed  of  under  the  resolnticm. 

Mr.  Abamb  said  it  was  not  Ills  Intention  to 
send  it  again  to  the  Obair. 

The  8nuB  Mdd  then  {here  WW  notliixig  be- 
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fore  the  Hoose,  and  the  gentleman  was  oat  of 
order. 

I|Mr.  A.  tiien  presented  a  great  namber  of 
similar  petitions ;  all  of  which  were  l^d  on  the 
table.] 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  petitl(Hi  which  he 
thought  could  not  he  included  in  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Hoose.  It  was  a  petition 
frmn  fifl^-fbnr  ministers  and  monbers  of  the 
LiOtlieran  church  in  the  Btate  of  New  York, 
praying  Congress  to  enact  laws  to  secure  to  all 
the  inHu>itants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  the 
proteotion  of  the  law  and  the  rif^ts  of  the  dec- 
larattoa  of  independence.  There  was  nothing 
about  slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  it. 
He  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  C<dnmbia,  and  Uiat  it  be 
printed. 

The  Sphaeeb  seXi  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts knew  the  contents  of  the  petition,  bnt 
the  Cliair  did  not.  If  the  petition  relatM  to 
the  snigect  of  slavery,  it  mnst  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Hr.  HoBTSicAN  thought  the  Speaker  shonld 
read  the  petition,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
it  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  resolation. 

Mr.  Fakkkb  insisted  that  the  only  way  of  ar- 
riving at  the  nature  of  the  petition  was  to  read 
its  contents. 

Mr.  Adahs.  But  the  order  of  the  Houib  de- 
clares that  the  petition  shall  not  be  read. 

The  Bpsaebb.  Then  tiie  gentieman  admits 
that  it  relates  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 

Mr.  Adahs.  I  do  not  admit  any  such  thing. 
I  have  presented  the  petition  in  the  form  re- 
quired by  the  rule,  by  ^viug  a  brief  statement 
of  its  contents. 

The  Speakbb  looked  for  a  moment  into  tiie 
body  of  the  petition,  and  then  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  fell  clearly  within  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Adahs  appealed  ftom  the  decision  of  the 
Ghur,  and  demanded  the  Indgment  of  the 
Hoose  whether  this  petition  snould  be  received 
and  read  or  not. 

The  Speaker  s^d  that  the  petition  spoke  of 
the  absolute  control  held  over  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  who  were  ehUmed  as 
property.  In  his  opinion  it  was  embraced 
within  the  order. 

Mr.  PiNOKHBT  demanded  the  pnvions  qnea- 
tion  on  the  appeal 

And  the  House  seconded  the  demand»yeas 
80,  nays  61. 

And  the  main  question,  "  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chur  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
House!"  was  taken,  and  carried— yeas  170, 
nays  8. 


WsDNKSDAT,  Janoary  fiS. 

Jxlmimum  qf  Mkhiffan. 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
bill  fr(Hn  Qie  Senate,  entitied  "  An  act  to  pro- 
Tfd«  to  tiie  admiflrion  of  the  State  of  lOehiiBaa 


(K.  OP  B 

into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States." 

The  question  pending  was  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  made  yesterd^  by  Mr.  Mabn 
of  New  York. 

The  House  seconded  1^  demand — yeas  84^ 
ni^s  67 ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  order- 
ins  tiie  main  question  to  be  put — 

Mr.  Tbohab  said  he  had  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive on  the  seconding  the  previous  question. 
But  now  the  position  of  the  bill  had  bem 
changed,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  re- 
fuse to  order  that  the  main  question  be  now 
put.  If  that  was  done,  the  fnrther  action  of 
the  House  on  the  bill  would  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow.  The  bill  would  l>e  open  for  discus- 
sion alter  it  has  been  read  a  third  time,  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  By  ordering  the 
main  question,  the  House  will  not  close  the  de- 
bate, bnt  it  wiU  ugnify  a  willingness  to  take 
the  bill  as  it  is,  without  further  amendment 

The  question  was  tiien  taken,  on  ordering 
ihe  bill  to  a  (bird  reading,  and  was  decided  in 
the  afllrmative— yeas  140,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

Tus. — ^Ifessrs.  Adams, .  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton, 
Bean,  B^,  Blacfa,  Bockoe,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bancb,  Bums,  Bjnum,  J. 
CaihoOD,  OambreleBK,  Gtrr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Ch^iin, 
N.  H.  Claibome,  i.f.  H.  Claiborne,  Clerelond,  Coles^ 
C(MUM>r,  Ci^g,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Dfflmy, 
DouUeday,  Dromgoole,  Bonlap,  Fairfield,  Fatiin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Galbraitb,  J.  Gariand,  R. 
Oariand,  Gholson,  GiUet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Bamer,  Hann^an,  S.  S.  Hani- 
son,  A.  G.  Hairison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  HaTnea,  Hen- 
derson, Hols^,  Holt,  Howard,  Howdl,  Hnbley,  Hont, 
Hontii^ton,  Huntsman,  Ii^dum,  J.  Johnson,  R.  H. 
Johtoon,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Ken- 
non,  Eilgore,  KlingensnUtb,  Lane,  lAndns,  Laporte, 
I^wler,  Lay,  Q.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leon- 
ard, Loe^  Loyall,  ljucas,  Lyon,  A.  Hann,  J.  Uoon, 
Martin,  W.  Haua,  U.  Uamn,  Hay,  HcComas,  Uo- 
Kay,  UcKeon,  UcKim,  HUler,  Uonteomeiy,  Hoi^po, 
Ifonia,  Uobienberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
F.  neiea,  D.  J.  Fearce,  Peyton,  Phelps,  John  Rey- 
nolds, JoK]^  Reynolds,  Ricbardson,  Rogers,  Scbenck, 
Seymour,  A.  H.  ^epperd.  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Standefer,  SuUierland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Warner, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T. 
Wldttiesey,  Tell— 140.  * 

Nats.— HeevB.  H.  Allu,  Bailey,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W,  B.  Calhoon,  O.  Ohambers,  J.  Clutnbers,  Channey, 
Chetwood,  Danngton,  Dawsen,  Deberry,  Elmore, 
Oraves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hardin,  Harper, 
HaxelUae,  Heister,  Hofduns,  IngersoU,  Jones,  Jarria, 
Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lewia,  Lincoln,  Love,  S.  Hason, 
MoOarty,  HcKennan,  HoLene,  Ifercer,  ITUligan.  J. 
A.  Fearce,  Phillipe,  Fickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed, 
Bendter.  Russell,  SUde,  Sloane,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliar 
ferro,  W.  TboatfHm.  Tfnderwood,  Vinton,  K  Whlt- 
tlesey,  L.  WiUiama,  S.  WUlIama,  Wise,  Tomtg— 57. 

So  the  bin  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

It  was  read  accordingly,  and  passed  by  the 
same  vote,  with  the  ezoepti<m  of  a  few  members 
who  had  left  the  Hoose. 
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Sepretentativefi'om  Mzchigan. 

Hr.  Thomas  moved  that  I&aao  £.  Ckabt, 
who  was  in  attendance  from  the  State  of  llioh- 
igan,  and  whose  oredeatials  were  presented  at 
t£e  last  session  of  Congress,  be  qiuuified. 

Objection  being  made,  and  a  debate  com- 
mencing, the  previoas  qnestioQ  was  called^  and 
Beoondra,  and  the  main  qoeatiou  put,  and  car- 
ried—yoas  150,  nays  82. 

So  the  House  decided  tbat  Isaao  £.  Cbabt 
be  now  qualified  to  take  his  seat  as  b  member 
from  the  State  of  ICchigan. 

Mr.  Cbabt  was  tiien  qnalifled,  and  took  his 
Beat  aa  a  RepreaentatiTe  in  Congress  from  the 
^iteof  UioDigan. 


If  ONDAT,  January  80. 

Abolition  of  Slavery. 

Mr.  Adaus  said  that  he  had  in  his  possession 
a  nnmber  cf  peUtiona  in  relation  to  slavery — 
scone  pr^iw  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  ttf  Columbia;  some  fbr  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territtpiet;  some  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  and  the  Internal  coasting  slave- 
trade  ;  and  some  for  the  prohibition  of  the  ex- 
portation of  daves  to  Texas,  or  to  the  domin- 
ions  of  any  foreign  power.  He  was  under  the 
necessity  of  presenting  these  petitions  separate- 
ly and  distinctly,  as  they  came  partly  fixim  his 
constituents  and  partly  from  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States.  He  a^ed  leave  to 
address  the  House  on  the  right  of  the  petition- 
era  to  have  their  petitions  read.  He  wished 
that  the  request  might  be  entered  on  the  Jour- 
nals, and  that  he  might  have  tile  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it.  He  therefore  submitted  his  request  or 
motion ;  upon  vhic^  motirai  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  44,  n^  134. 

So  the  House  would  not  snspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  A.  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Young 
Men's  Abolition  Society  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  a^nst  the  re- 
cognition of  Texas.  Mr.  A.  moved  that  it  be 
read,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion. 

Ur.  Hawes  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  131,  nays  62. 
.  Mr.  Adams  then  presented,  in  succession, 
thirteen  or  fourteen  additional  memorials  and 
petitions  on  the  same  sulgeot,  praying  against 
the  coasting  slave-trade,  the  exportation  of 
slaves  to  Texas,  &o.  Each  petition  was  imme- 
diat^y,  nnder  the  rule,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

For  each  petition  Mr.  A.  moved  a  reading ; 
which,  under  ^e  rule,  was  refused  by  the 
Chair;  and  against  each  decision  of  the  Chair 
Mr.  A,  appealed  to  the  House. 

In  each  case  Mr.  Cubhhah  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  snbiect  on  the  taUe;  and  in  flkis  manner 
all  were  disposed  of. 

A  memonal  of  certain  dtinna  Of  X^ntackfi 
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in  favor  of  aid  and  support  being  extended  to 
the  Colonization  Society,  being  presented  by 
Mr,  Calhdoit,  Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  me- 
morial be  read ;  which  having  been  done,  Mr. 
A.  made  some  remarks  in  the  view  that,  as  this 
memorial  related  to  slavery,  it  should  meet 
with  tiie  same  treatment  which  his  own  peti- 
tions had.  Mr.  A.  moved,  therefitre,  that  the 
memorial  be  l^d  on  the  table. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Mebosb  in  fa- 
vor of  the  petition,  the  motion  was  put,  and 
loBt     a  groat  minority  agunst  it 


TuisDAT,  January  81. 

Mr  AxFOBD,  member  dect  ttoai  the  State  of 
Georgia,  i^ipeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 


Thubsdat,  Febroary  3. 
Hon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OAHBnnxira,  the  Honse 

resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pattoh  in  the 
chair)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  tsa  the  year  1887. 

Mr.  Cavbbsixno  explained  that  the  principal 
increve  in  this  bill  above  that  of  the  last  year  was 
in  consequence  of  the  equipping  the  exploring 
expedition ;  beudes  this,  there  was  an  appro- 
priation for  fitting  out  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennsylvania  and  two  doops  of  war. 

The  first  olauee  was  read,  as  follows : 

"For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and 
petty  oflacers,  and  of  seamen,  $3,484,866."  . 

Mr.  Jabvis  Bud  that  as  in  the  first  item  was 
included  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  vhtoh  seraned  about  to  be  carried 
to  an  extent  which  he  did  not  think  neoessaiy, 
or  that  the  country  would  justify,  he  Bhould 
move  a  reduction  of  it.  He  had  been  taken  by 
surprise,  for  he  had  understood  that  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  would  be 
taken  up  to-day,  and  he  had  left  his  estimates 
for  the  reduction  at  home.  He  would,  how-  ^ 
ever,  venture  to  move  a  redaction  of  tl50»000 
in  the  estimates  for  the  exploring  expeditioiK 
comprised  in  this  and  some  other  items,  of 
which  the  pay  would  be  about  one-t2iird ;  and 
before  the  bill  was  brought  into  the  Hoose  he 
should  be  aljto  to  asoortsui  tiie  exact  redncttona 
which  were  neoessaiy,  and  would  oorreot  tiie 
bill  accordingly,  provided  the  wKundttee  agreed 
with  him  in  opmion  upon  the  expedienoy  <tf 
dimiiushing  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  objected  to  the  employment  of 
so  large  a  vessel  as  the  frigate  Macedonian  on 
the  exploring  expedition,  on  account  of  her  un- 
fitness for  the  purpose  and  the  great  increase 
of  expense.  He  siud  we  ought  not  to  think  so 
highly  of  ourselves  as  to  suppose  that  we  could 
not  profit  by  the  e^oience  of  other  nationa; 
and  went  on  to  reoa^itulate  the  scale  (^the  ex- 
ploring expeditions  of  Great  Britain  and  XVanoe. 
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H«  addnoed  tbe  tettimoDj  of  Ou>tain  Oook, 
who,  before  he  departed  upon  his  third  expedi- 
liOD,  that  ended  ao  jbtaUj  to  himself  bequeath- 
ed, as  a  legaor  to  the  world,  his  opiulotu  on 
this  sol^ject.  That  great  narigatCT  contended 
that  large  vessels  were  unfit  for  the  bnsineH ; 
that  tbe  vessels  must  be  of  a  light  dranght  of 
water ;  of  a  oonstraction  that  woold  take  tbe 
ground  easily,  and  that  mj^t  be  hove  down 
whenever  and  wherever  it  might  be  neoessary 
to  ezamiae  theur  bottoms.  Xbe  vessels  he  ror 
commended  were  the  north  country  colliers,  of 
from  foor  hundred  and  SHj  to  three  hundred 
tons  burden.  These  were  the  desoripdiHis  of 
vessels  in  which  he  had  pezformed  his  two 
voyages,  and  was  about  to  imdertaVe  a  tlilrd ; 
and  he  diadnofiy  am  that  a  for^-gun  stdp 
would  be  too  large.  Tet  we  are  about  to  send 
out  a  frigate  mounting  forty-nine  guns.  He  re- 
peated uie  assertion  of  Cook,  that  no  c^»taia 
could  discharae  his  duty  as  the  head  of  an  ex- 
ploring ezpemtion  in  a  vessel  of  this  description 
without  too  ^at  hazard  to  the  safety  of  his 
ship  and  of  his  crew.  It  ndght  be  urged  that 
increased  experience  had  shown  that  Oook  was 
in  error ;  but,  so  far  was  this  from  being  the 
fact,  it  was  well  known  that  tbe  latest  enedi- 
tions  of  France  and  Great  ^tain  had  been 
performed  by  s^  smaller  vessels.  The  Ohau- 
tioleer  was  only  about  two  hundred  and  ftftr 
tons,  and  had  between  fifty  and  sixty  men ; 
and  tlie  Astndabe,  tit  whose  Tcarage  ao  B;^eiidid 
AO  account  had  been  pnUished  %  the  frenoh 
Government,  was  only  a  corvette,  with  a  crew 
consisting  of  seTenty-nine  persons,  inoluding 
officers  and  men  of  scienoe.  The  whole  nnmber 
of  her  soientifio  corps  consisted  of  two  suigecms 
of  Hie  navy  and  one  draughtsman,  while  ours 
was  to  consist  of  eighteen  persons,  which  (l£r. 
J.  Bud)  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  fomid  equal 
in  number,  if  not  in  science,  to  the  corps  of 
savans  that  Bonaparte  took  with  him  to  "Egnt. 

The  officers  of  the  navy,  (Hr.  J.  said.)  so  far 
as  he  had  been  able  to  ascertain  their  views, 
agreed  with  him  In  opinion— high  and  low, 
young  and  <Ad ;  however  they  might  difi'er  on 
other  pmnts,  all  seemed  to  think  that  a  frisate 
was  not  the  jmd  to  be  sent  If  ti>e  squadron 
were  composed  of  small  veesela,  the  accidental 
lo»  of  one  of  them  would  not  endanger  the  re- 
sult of  the  expedition ;  the  crew  might,  without 
inoonvenioioe.  be  divided  among  the  remain- 
der;  but  if  ue  frigttte  were  to  meet  with  an 
accident^  and  her  l£ree  hundred  men  were  to 
be  so  divided,  they  would  be  so  crowded  ou 
board  the  small  vessels  as  to  force  them  to  re- 
turn home,  and  the  whole  oUect  in  view  would 
be  defeated.  Mr.  J.  conduded  by  saying  that 
he  was  desirous  that  the  expedition  should  be 
crowned  with  suooess,  but  he  was  ftarfU  it 
would  <mly  be  oorerea  with  ridicule  imkes  a 
change  was  made  in  its  i^aaiwtlon:  and  he 
therefore  hqied  that  his  motioa  would  prevail. 

Ur.  OiJCBBUHtt  had  made  ioqniries  of  many 
pra^cal  men,  and  some  of  the  bi^eet  officers 
of  the  navy,  on  this  sutjeot  j  asd,  from  the  in- 
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formation  he  liad  obtained  from  Uwm,  he  ms 
perfootly  satisfied  that  tbe  view  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mune  was  correct,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  concur  in  it,  and  reduce 
the  apm^riataim. 

Mr.  Phzlufs  said,  if  the  leading  frioids  of  the 
administration,  in  view  of  the  present  posture 
of  the  qneetioD,  in  view  of  the  present  expecta- 
tion d  the  world,  in  view  of  the  responnbility 
assumed  by  the  Frertdent,  were  disposed  to  in- 
terpose any  obstacle  to  the  completion  of  this 
expedition,  upon  them  Iw  the  reeptmdbiUfcy  of 
its  fiulure;  for  ful  it  vonld,  if  tilts  motim 
should  prevaiL 

Mr.  Ohambms,  of  Eoitacky,  cited  Hie  law 
psaied last  searim  anthwiong  thePreddeotlo 
emi^ij  a  Aoap  of  war,  and  such  other  amolkr 
vends  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  vxpMf 
tion.  t^ropriating  $150,000  for  that  purpose. 

Mr,  Adams  thonghli  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AStdn^  had  done  the  Preddeut  and  heads  of  De- 
partmfflits  iojustioe.  Mr.  A.  entreated  gentle- 
men to  withdraw  the  motion  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation. He  did  not  consider  it  too  large 
for  the  obJeotB  to  be  obtained.  He  would  voto 
three  times  the  amount,  if  called  upon  to  do  so, 
because  it  was  his  hope  that  this  ezpeditioa 
would  shed  h(»ior  on  the  Americaa  ohorat^, 
instead  of  holdhig  it  up  to  the  ridioale  of  Hie 
world.' 

Mr.  YiBTOH  s^d,  we  have  nassed  the  law  di- 
recting the  exploring  expedition  to  be  sent, 
and,  for  one,  he  wished  the  resprambilily  of  its 
proper  execution  to  rest  upon  the  Executive^ 
where  it  beltmged,  and  not  upon  this  House. 
Mr.  Y.  ssid  tiiat  in  respect  to  himself  be  could 
say  with  perfect  truth  that  he  was  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  details  and  preparations  neoMsaiT 
feet  such  a  voyage ;  he  did  not,  theref<H<e,  wish 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  volunteering  any 
dii«ctic«is  respecting  them.  The  gentleman 
predicts  a  failore  of  uiis  expedition  if  conducted 
upon  the  present  plan ;  bat  is  not  the  hazard 
of  lUlnre  greatly  increased  if  we  mideitska  to 
interfm  and  direct  a  new  plant  From  tiie 
moment  we  interfere,  the  Secretory  la  raUeved 
of  all  responsibility ;  and  in  ease  m  ttSSw  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  have  acquir- 
ed the  enviable  reputation  <tf  having  procured 
for  itsdf  the  praises  of  the  whole  civilized 
w(»-ld  hy  the  enactment  of  a  law  directing  the 
expeditioD,  and  then  of  having  disappointed  tiie 
high  hopes  everywhere  enterteined  m  it,  by  vol- 
unteering its  intorfereuce  in  the  details  ^  the 
enterprise  as  already  adopted,  and,  he  had  no 
doubt,  wisely  adopted. 

Without  pretending  to  know  which  was  the 
most  suitaue  for  this  service^  a  fligato  or  a 
sloop  of  wsr,  yet  be  thought  in  one  nnportant 
respeot  at  least  the  former  was  pr^aUe  to 
thelattor.  Mr.  Y.  said  that  he  had  occasional; 
ly  seen  statementa  of  tbe  extent  and  operations 
(A  our  ocmuneroe  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe, 
which  to  him  were  truly  astonishing.  It  was 
osixied  on  in  A  re^cm  where  All  the  inhaUtanta 
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an  barbaiians ;  onr  merohants,  in  their  inter- 
ooarae  vith  them,  were  sahjected  to  p^petnal 
vigilanoe  against  Burprise  and  violence,  and, 
after  tSL  aooonnts  are  bj  no  means  nncoiDmoD 
of  attacks,  mnrdera  of  oar  seamen,  and  even  of 
oaptores  of  ships  with  their  crews.  On  these 
occasions  the  most  shocking  harbarities  are 
nsnallj  committed.  Kow,  these  people,  whose 
lives  and  property  are  thns  perilled,  constitate 
a  part  of  the  snm  total  of  the  popolation  and 
wealtii  of  the  nation.  The  GoTemment  is 
boand  to  give  than  erery  reasonable  protec- 
ttoD.  For  (OM,  lb*,  y.  aaid,  he  was  willing  to 
afford  titat  im^eotion  to  American  oapital  and 
enterprise,  wi&ont  Btoppina  to  inqnire  what  re- 
gies of  the  globe  was  the  theatre  of  their  ope- 
rations. All  barbarians  entwtun  very  eitrava- 
gant  ideas  of  their  own  power,  and  very  con- 
temptible notions  of  the  ^wer  of  those  who 
have  not  made  before  .their  eyes  a  display  of 
snperior  power.  It  most  of  necesnty  be  so, 
unce  their  whole  utock  of  Icnowledge,  from 
which  to  make  their  comparisons,  consists  of 
what  they  know  a[  themselves  and  see  of 
others. 

These  people  know  they  are  an  overmatch 
for  onr  merchant  vess^ ;  and,  never  having 
seen  any  thing  else,  they  are  not  aware  of  the 
«ziatenoe  of  ships  of  mperior  force.  They 
ther^bre  attack  out  vessels  without  fear  of  fb- 
tore  chasUsement.  The  display  before  them 
of  a  frigate  wonid  undeceive  them,  give  them 
new  ideas  of  onr  power,  uid  oaose  them  to  hes- 
itate b^ore  making  an  attack  on  onr  merchant- 
men, fbr  fear  of  fhtnre  ponishment.  It  is  in 
pnrsnanoe  of  this  policy  we  have  spent  millions 
ci  dollars  in  stationing  miUtary  pwts  and  mak- 
ing military  displays  m  the  presence  of  the  In- 
cUans,  ^  in  the  Interior,  solely  with  a  view  to 
impress  them  with  an  idea  of  oor  power,  and 
thus  BO  far  overawe  them  as  to  give  security  to 
the  weak  and  poweriees  of  onr  people  who 
have  interoonrse  with  them,  wilhout  the  means 
of  ddbnding  their  persons  cx  prcqierl/.  Hr. 
V.  said  it  i^peared  to  him  that  the  sending  out 
of  a  frigate  was  only  an  extension  of  onr  exist- 
ing and  long-established  policy  to  the  barba- 
rians in  theSonth  Sea  islands,  with  whom  oor 
people  are  hron^t  into  intercourse.  The  small 
vessels  will  pm^irm  the  explorations,  while  the 
frigate  would  perform  the  equally  important 
duty  of  demanding  satisfaction  of  the  natives 
for  wrongs  ahwady  done,  and  promising  them 
punishment  for  those  tiiey  may  in  fbture  com- 
mit ;  and  in  many  other  respects  greatiy  facili- 
tate the  labors  to  be  performed  by  the  squadron. 
If  he  was  mistaken  in  his  views  ctf  this  subject, 
he  ^ould  nevertheless  adhere  to  the  opinion 
that  the  Sxeoutive  shoold  be  left  untrammelled 
in  directing  the  outfit  and  conduct  of  this  im- 
portant expedition.  Mr.  V.  sud  he  could  not 
tnppress  the  expresnon  of  some  surprise  at  tiie 
coarse  the  genUonan  from  Uwne  (Mr.  Jabvjb) 
had  taken,  r^cfltQeoting,  as  he  did,  that  at  the 
last  eesdon  the  same  gentleman  was  opposed  to 
Xhe  expedition,  because  not  only  the  equipment, 
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but  even  the  sending  it  oat  at  all,  had  not  been 
left  to  the  sole  discretion  of  the  Executive.  At 
present,  he  would  have  this  House  to  interpose 
its  authority'  by  indicating  to  the  same  Execu- 
tive what  class  of  vessels  should  be  employed  I 
He,  (Mr.  V.,)  of  course,  had  no  right  to  impugn 
men's  motives,  nor  did  he ;  but  still  he  coald 
not  regard  those  who  wished  to  derange  the 
organization  at  present  agreed  upon  as  very 
friendly  to  the  enterprise  in  any  form. 
-  The  expedition  was,  as  he  had  said,  honor- 
able to  oor  natfonal  character ;  would  be  so  re- 
garded abroad  and  at  hcnne;  was  expedient, 
for  wise  vuipoees  ccamected  with  our  great 
commercial  interests ;  would  add  much  to  va- 
rious  departments  of  human  knowledge ;  and 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  at  all  times  be  amply 
provided  for  by  Congress.  It  had,  he  believed, 
received  the  individual  support  of  the  dele^ 
tion  in  Congress  from  Ohio,  and  would  not  be 
lost  sight  of  by  the  people  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Bbigos  said  it  was  evident  that  they 
could  not  get  through  the  bill  to-night,  and 
he  therefore  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Agraedto. 
The  committee  then  rose  and  reported. 


Fbidat,  February  8. 

Mrt,  jShiion  Dtoatur. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  oon^deration  of 
the  Joint  resolati(m  granting  a  paision  to  Susan 
Decatur^  widow  ti  the  Commodore  De- 
catur. 

*'  Ruolved  hy  the  Benatt  and  Sou$»  of  R^artviU- 
ative*  of  the  United  Btatet  of  America  in  Cottgnta 
onemMedy  That  Hrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the 
Ute  Commodore  8.  Decatur,  be  paid  from  tbe  navy 
penaion  flmd  a  nenrion  fae  Ave  years,  commendBg 
ftom  tbe  SOth  of  June,  1BS4,  In  eonfMuiIty  wldi  the 
proviidonfl  of  the  act  conoerning  naval  peniioiis  and 
the  navy  penaion  Hand,  passed  SOth  Jnoe,  IfiM ;  the 
said  penwm  not  to  be  liable  for  ber  ratponsibilities 
on  account  of  the  debts  of  her  late  huriiand ;  pro- 
vided that  the  said  pensim  shall  cease  on  the  death 
or  marriage  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wibhwotos  to 
amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  tiie  sud  penaion  not  to  be  liable  for  her  re- 
sponsibilities on  account  of  the  debts  of  her 
late  husband,"  and  inserting  In  lieu  thereof  the 
following:  "  and  tiiat  she  be  allowed,  ftxim  said 
food,  tiie  arrearages  of  the  half  pay  of  a  post 
captain  from  the  death  of  Oommodore  Decatur 
to  the  SOth  June,  1884,  together  with  tiie  pen- 
ricm  hereby  allowed  her." 

To  vmoh  amendment  the  following  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Mkbokb,  and  accepted  by  Mr. 
W. :  "  And  that  the  arrearage  of  said  pension 
be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur." 

Hr.  Whittlbsky,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  commit 
the  refloIuti(»i  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fiurs;  which  waa  lost 
Hie  amaddmeDt  (tf  Ur.  WaaHraoroir  was  then 
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■greed  to ;  and  the  reBolotion,  as  amaoded,  was 
then  eogroflsed,  read  a  third  time,  ud  pAssed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  eononrrence. 

Batdbdat,  Febraar^  4. 

JSeeru  in  a  Committee  Boom — 3£emt.  P^Um^ 
WitA,  and  Whitney:  StatemetUt  of 
Peyton  and  Wise. 

Hr.  Fbttox  aaked  the  indolgenoe  of  the 
Home  to  notice  a  matter  peranud  to  himael^ 
which  had  appeared  in  the  oflBdal  joamal  of 
thia  moraiDg. 

XeaTe  being  ^ven, 

}(r.  Pettox  Bfud:  The  House  Toold  bear 
liim  iritness  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  aiinojiag  them  with  matters  persontd  to  him- 
■el^  which  occurred  ont  of  doors.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  felt  bound  to  request  a  moment's  in- 
dulgence, not  so  much  on  his  own  individnal 
account,  as  because  it  was  due  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  the  House  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  (Mr.  P.)  referred  to  a  statement  which 
had  appeared  in  the  Globe  of  thia  mondng, 
which  was  as  follows : 

"  If  this  statement  be  true,  or  eren  approach  the 
tntb,  it  is  endent  that  a  grass  outnge  wis  oc»n- 
ndtted  hj  Hr.  PnTov  towms  a  whness  summoned 
to  testify  before  the  committee,  and  tberefbre  under 
Its  proteeOon ;  and  tn  act  of  swA  Asreneot  to  the 
committee  iuelf  as  ibould  have  snljected  Mr.  Pir- 
Toir  to  ita  eererest  caunre." 

The  rtatement  of  Whttney^  allnded  to  was  not 
only  untrue,  but  it  did  not  even  £q>proaoh  the 
troth.  Jn  answer  to  it,  nothing  more  was  ne- 
ceasBiy  for  him  to  do  than  umply  to  state  to 
the  House  the  &cts  of  the  case,  as  tiiej  appeared 
upon  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

It  would  be  sufficient  to  state  that  his  friend 
frmu  Ohio,  (Mr.  Hameb,)  thouffh  differing  from 
him  (Mr,  P.)  in  politica,  movedl  on  the  condn- 
laoa  of  the  occurrence  in  question,  a  resolution 
of  oensnre  aeainst  Reuben  M.  WhitDw*  for  bi- 
solting  him,  (Mr.  P.,}  wliioh  paraed  nnamnioiulf. 
The  committee  had  aothnized  hhn  (Mr.  P.)  to 

Jtobli^  this  reaoiotion,  which  he  would  laj  be- 
bre  the  House. 

Sxtraet  fnm  the  Journal  of  tkt  Committee  o/Imee- 
tigalion,  J.  Garland,  Chairman, 

WtDNXBDAT  Janvary  25,  1837. 

"B]r  Mr.  TxTTOs.—Qtietiion  10.  Did  you  re- 
oelTe  any  letter  of  recommendalioa  from  Itoger  B. 
Taney,  or  did  be  in  any  manner  countenance  or  en- 
courage you  in  ^plying  for  the  agency  contemplated, 

did  he  po«dtiTely  reluse  to  recommend,  receire,  or 
countenance  you  in  that  *aq»city,  while  he  was  at 
the  bead  of  the  Treasury  Department  ? 

"Mr.  WnmiaT. — Antieer.  I  dedine  answering 
ttiia  interrogatwy ;  more  particularly  as  the  bidi- 
lidoal  {m^toonding  it  baa  anmted,  positiTely  and 
pvbUdj,  that  the  aabstanoe  of  the  latter  part  of  it  ia 
true,  b^nnhig  with  ^or  did  he,'  Jte.;  therefore, 
being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  ptoper  witoees. 
I  think,  in  josdce,  that  the  individual  who  baa  made 
the  all^aUon  ahonld  be  called  to  produoe  his  proof 

"  The  witMM  waa  defied  to  withdraw. 


[H.  or  B. 

"  Mr.  ILuixB  moved  that  the  ftwegolog  answer  to 
the  fifteenth  question  be  returned  to  the  witncM, 
being  no  re[dy  to  the  interrogatory,  and  ilisrnnifitit 
fol  to  a  member  of  the  committee. 

"  ^  witnesL  (R.  M.  Whitney,)  fanmwBatply  aftsr 
tin  paaring  of  tids  resolulitm,  was  l»oa^t  faito  the 
committee  room,  out  o£  whidi  Ite  had  been  sent,  and 
the  rceolulion  of  censure  was  read  to  him,  (B.  M. 
Whitney^  and  his  answer  was  returned  to  him.  He 
(R.  H.  Wnitaey)  aptdoglzed  to  the  committee,  and 
txKk  badi  Ilia  answer;  after  wUdi  lie  peaoeaUy  an- 
swered tlie  next  qoostion  wfaidi  was  propounded 
to  him,  and  each  as  before  he  had  moat  indeoorooriy 
rsAised  to  answer.  This  sCUement  of  the  simple  Atet 
would  at  once  ehoir  who  w«  wrong  in  the  occur- 
rence referred  to ;  it  would  show  the  onanimons  de- 
cisioQ  of  Ae  committee  to  be  that  the  iritness  waa 
wrong,  and  bis  subseqnent  apology  was  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  it" 

Having  stated  this  much,  which  be  (Mr,  P.) 
flattered  himself  was  an  ample  refutation  of  the 
charges  implied  in  the  Globe  and  other  papers, 
perhaps  it  might  not  be  unnecessary  to  relate 
what  was  the  actual  occurrence  on  the  occasion 
referred  to.  His  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr, 
OABLA.in>,)  and  every  other  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  do  tdm  the  justice  to  say,  that  he 
(Mr,  P.)  had,  in  the  first  instanoe,  treated  Whit- 
n^  ^th  as  much  conrtes^  as  he  woidd  hava 
dwwn  even  to  OUef  Jostaoe  Marshall  hbnadt 
if  he  had  been  alive  and  there ;  and  for  him 
(Mr.  P.)  to  do  BO,  when  the  course  and  conduct 
of  the  man  to  him  (Mr,  P.)  was  conMdued,  it 
required  on  his  part  no  liUle  exertion  of  phi- 
losophy.  He,  (Mr.  P.,)  however,  had  done  so. 

From  the  time  the  witness  M.  Vhita^) 
first  came  Into  the  committee  room,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
had  pat  about  sixty  questions  in  regular  snooea* 
sion,  and  at  different  times,  to  all  of  which  he 
could  not  get  more  than  teai  or  twdve  answers ; 
the  witness  threw  them  off  coutemptaoudy, 
denouncing  them  as  inquisitorial ;  and  this  con- 
temptuous course  he  (Whitney)  repeated  day 
after  di^,  and  niAt  after  night.  It  was  mani- 
fest that  he  (R.  M.  Whitney)  had  totally  mia- 
taken  the  feeUngs  which  pranpted  hia  (Mr. 
P.'s)  course,  and  ftom  tiiia  indalgence  in  his 
insolence  he  made  a  miscaloolation,  and  went 
at  length  too  far ;  no  doubt  he  imt^ned  that 
because  his  card  in  the  Globe  had  not  been 
noticed  by  me,  therefbre  I  was  to  be  Insulted 
with  impnnity.  On  the  night  of  the  ocoorrence 
(said  Mr,  P.)  I  pnt  to  him  a  questjon,  In  order 
to  draw  from  him  the  truth  of  my  statement 
which  he  carded  me  for  making ;  the  qnestion 
related  to  Mr.  Taney's  refhsal  to  countenance 
him ;  but,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  witness 
would  not  answer,-  afflrmiug  that  he  had  a  right 
to  demand  from,  me  proof  of  th»  matter,  aa  I 
had  stated  it  to  be  tme.  Siry  I  atdlbred  this 
conduct  to  pass  unnoticed  by  me,  both  because 
he  was  a  witness,  and  because  I  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  persoiul  altercation  with  one  who  is 
as  completely  shielded  tram  the  notice  of  all 
honorable  men  b^  his  infiuny  as  a  mad  Aog  is 
by  his  hydrophobia.  But,  i4r,  he  accompanied 
that  answer  with  a  aoowl,  a  frown,  an  inaohing 
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look  of  defiance,  directed  boldlj  to  me  person* 
ally,  which  perhaps  no  one  else  then  saw.  I 
wpealod,  sir,  immediately  to  the  Chair,  to  know 
if  the  witness  ehonld  be  permitted  to  insult  ino ; 
I  walked  np  to  him,  and  aud  I  wonld  teach  him 
better  than  to  insult  me ;  that  I  would  let  him 
know  that  I  required  no  constitntional  privilege 
to  chastise  him  if  he  dared  to  insiilt  me ;  that, 
if  he  did,  I  would  pvt  him  to  death  on  the  spot. 
Sir,  I  nsed  language  which  was  harsh,  for  I  was 
excited,  as  any-  man  -would  have  been  who  has 
a  BOnl  within  him  fit  to  be  saved.  The  Chair 
called  to  order,  and  I  Cook  my  seat  He  says 
I  drew  a  pistpl  upon  him ;  it  is  false.  After  I 
sat  down,  he  rose  and  began  again ;  I  walked 
to  him  again,  and  he,  at  tbat  motnent,  seemed 
OS  if  he  was  about  to  use  a  weapon ;  he  had  his 
hand  in  bis  pocket,  and,  when  I  walked  up  to 
him,  I  put  my  hand  in  my  bosom,  bnt  I  drew 
nothing  fW>m  It ;  every  one  present  believed, 
fi-om  his  attitnde,  be  was  armed  with  deadly 
weapons.  Hy  Mend  from  Yii^nia  (3fr.  Wisb) 
interposed ;  the  witness  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
oommittee  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  cen- 
suring his  insolting  behavior.  As  soon  as  I 
could,  sir,  I  made  an  apology,  which  I  felt  due 
to  the  committee,  for  having  been  transported 
hy  such  provocation  to  lose  the  momentary 
command  of  my  temper.  The  witness,  on  being 
again  brougfat  intothe  room,  ^mlogized  for  the 
insult,  and  was  afterwards,  as  he  had  been  by 
me  before^  treated  with  perfect  respect,  as  due 
to  hia  position  as  a  witness.  I  think,  sir,  this 
ex^anwon  and  statement  "of  the  facts  is  due  to 
tiie  oommittee  and  to  the  House ;  the  prompt 
course  adopted  by  the  committee  is  alone  a 
sufficient  refbtation  of  the  false  statements 
which  have  rendered  this  explanation  neces- 
aary.  I  know  what  was  due  to  a  witness,  and  I 
felt  what  was  due  to  myself.  I  do  not  envy,  sir, 
that  wretch'  his  csllousnesa  and  insensibility, 
who,  when  assailed  by  a  ruffian,  would  not,  with- 
out regard  to  who  he  is,  resist,  if  necessary, 
force  by  force.  Grateftil  to  ttio  House  for  the 
indulgence  which  it  has  accorded  to  me,  I  shall 
not  any  longer  occupy  its  time  nnneoessarily. 

Mr.  Fbtton,  having  cot  eluded,  then  resumed 
his  seat. 

The  reaolatiMi  of  the  ocmimittea  c/t  invest^a- 
lion  was  then  read  by  the  Olerk  of  the  House. 

Hr.  "Wise  then  rose  and  said : 

Ur.  Speaker:  I  request  tlie  same  indulgence 
that  has  been  granted  to  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  PsTTON ;)  I  request  the  indulgence 
not  so  much  on  my  own  account,  personally,  as 
in  respect  to  the  committee  <^  which  I  am  a 
member.  I  wish  to  show  how  the  proceedings 
of  that  committee  have  been  misrepresented 
and  t>e]ied  by  that  infamous  wretch  who  has 
published  his  card  in  the  Globe.  From  the  first 
moment  he  (R,  M.  Wliitney)  oame  before  the 
oommittee,  I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  in  what 
his  ezandnation  might  result  before  its  termina- 
tltm.  It  mi^  have  bean  imagination,  bnt  I  an- 
tidnated  hi«  inteBtiona  from  the  start.  He  was 
■eriasnflT  {Uspoaed  to  try  my  fHend  from  Ten- 


nessee and  myself.  He  had  felt  his  way,  for 
some  time  before,  in  the  Globe.  He  tried  our 
imtience  there  b^  attempting  to  draw  our  atten- 
tion towards  him  hy  his  insulting  cards  and 
paragraphs.  We  both  had  faUed  to  take  any 
notice  of  him ;  we  could  not  recogniie  him  as 
a  gentleman  in  any  respect.  His  behavior  and 
manner,  when  he  came  before  the  committee, 
was  that  of  a  supercilious,  self-important,  con- 
tumacious, and  contemptuous  witness.  Bis  an- 
swers to  interrogatories  were  given  in  writing. 
He  would  write  his  answer  at  the  table,  and 
then,  with  an  impudent  of  nonchalance,, 
would  fold  his  arms,  cock  up  his  legs  against 
the  wall,  and  oast  glances,  full  of  defiance  and 
expressive  of  contempt,  at  me  and  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,  as  if  anxions  to  Insult  us  by  his 
looks.  To  all  this  behavior,  sir,  not  a  remarlf 
was  applied;  no  notice  of  hia  insolence  was 
taken ;  we  treated  him  with  quiet  composure 
and  decmt  respect,  until,  emboldened  by  our 
forbearance,  he  went  farther;  he  , behaved 
worse ;  he  tried  the  experiment  of  beine  per- 
Bonal  in  his  answer.  His  course,  I  think,  was 
tentative ;  he  wanted]  to  see  how  far  he  might 
dare  to  go.  The  ni^ht  this  occurrence  happen- 
ed, I  was  sitting,  with  several  of  my  colleaffoea 
of  tiie  committee,  on  a  sofa  in  a  comer  bi  the 
room,  on  one  side  of  the  fireplace,  conversing 
in  pmeot  good  humor,  in  a  way  certainly  very 
agreeable  to  myself,  telling  anecdotes  in  whis- 
pers. The  silence  which  reigned  was  broken 
only  at  intervals  by  the  annunoiatirai  of  an  in- 
terrogatory, or  the  readinf^  of  an  answer.  The 
answer  to  the  qoealaon  which  caused  the  afitay 
was  announced:  theattention  of  all  to  the  read- 
ing of  it  was  called.  The  witness  was  sitting  at 
a  table  in  the  comer,  on  the  opporite  ride  of  the 
fireplace  from  the  sofa;  a  long  table  was  mtting 
in  front  of  the  fireplace;  the  chairman  and  Mr. 
Peyton  were  sitting  on  the  side  next  the  fire, 
the  former  towards  the  end  next  the  sofa,  and 
the  latter  towards  the  end  next  the  witness. 
The  clerk  was  sitting  on  the  oppoMte  side  of 
the  table.  The  back  of  the  chairman  was  tow- 
ards me,  and  when  he  read  the  answer,  and 
Mr.  Peyton  looked  around,  it  brought  his  (Ur. 
P.^s)  full  fftce  towards  me.  As  soon  as  the  an- 
swer wai  read,  I  looked  at  my  ftiend,  and  saw 
he  was  fluahed  with  excitement ;  bis  mce  beain- 
ed  with  indignation;  no  one  could  mistake  his 
feeliogs.  Ho  first  addressed  the  ch^nnan,  by 
saying,  "Mr.  Ch^nnan,  I  wish  yon  distinotiy 
to  inform  the  witness  that  he  \&  not  to  insolt 
me  here."  He  was  proceeding,  when  I  arose, 
and  remarked,  "  Mr.  Chairman,  the  d  d  in- 
solence of  this  witness  is  inanfferable,  and  has 
been  borne  long  enough."  He  had,  in  fact,  Mr. 
Speaker,  declined  to  answer  one  question  be- 
cause it  was  "  inquisitorial ;"  and  hecause  an- 
other was  "inquisitorial,"  he  declined  to  an- 
swer it,  and  had  rung  all  the  changes  upon  that 
word  till,  if  reiteratiun  could  convince  and  sup- 
ply the  place  of  truth,  one  nught  have  believed, 
from  mere  repetition,  that  the  committee  waa, . 
what  it  baa  been  denouiujed  to  be^  worse  than 
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a  Spanish  iDqmsition  1  8ir,  he  bad  received  his 
cne. 

But  to  proceed :  My  friend  wrae  as  I  uttered 
these  wonls  respecting  the  witness,  put  me 
back  with  his  arm,  and  said,  *'  This  is  my  basi- 
ness,  Wise;  not  yonrs."  And  he  walked 
straight  np  to  the  witness  where  he  eei^  and 
said  to  bmi  nearly  these  words — I  wiU  en- 
deavor to  give  his  very  words,  however  harsh  : 
"Ton  talk  aboot  my  sbidding  myself  b^lnd 
my  constltational  privil^es.  Now,  I  tell  yon 
that  I  clum  no  oonstitntional  privil^ea  to  pro- 
tect me  from  you*  inanlts  ht  my  presence ;  tad 
you  d  d  thief  and  robber,  if  yon  dare  to  in- 
sult me,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  my  &ce,  I  will 

EQt  yoa  to  death  on  the  spot! "  The  chairman 
ad  called  me  to  order,  and  I  had  sat  down ; 
he  hnmediately  called  my  friend  back  to  his 
seat;  for  it  is  hot  due,  mt.  Speaker,  to  the 
chairman  to  say  tbat  he  has  done  his  dnty,  in 
all  respects,  on  that  committee.  My  friend  took 
his  seat,  when  the  witness  rose,  and  began  to 
say,  "  Itr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  snrnmoned  to 
appear  before  this  committee,  and  I  clum  its 
protection"—  He  did  n^t  finish  the  sentence, 
before  my  friend  nne  and  told  Mm  to  rft  down. 
*'Sit  down,  sir  I  yoa  have  no  right  to  speak 
here  bat  in  writing,  and  yoa  shafi  not  ntter  a 

word ;  if  you  speak  another  word,  I  will "  

Sir,  I  do  not  remember  here  exactly  what  he 
said  he  would  do;  be  used  many  harsh  epi- 
thets, such  as  "  d — — d  scoundrel."  The  wit^ 
ness  uttered  not  a  word,  but  he  was  standing, 
and  immediately  advanced  his  left  foot,  and 
pnt  his  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons  right 
pocket.  I  was  stan^g  then  immediately  be- 
hind my  friend,  and  seeing  Whitney  assume  this 
attitade,  I  walked  quickly  around  ^e  end  of  the 
table,  near  to  Whitney's  left  nde.  I  expected 
him  to  draw  a  deadly  weapon  on  my  Mend.  I 
vatched  the  motion  of  that  right  arm,  the  elbow 
of  whi<di  eonld  be  seen  by  me;  and,  had  it 
moved  one  inch,  be  had  died  npm  the  spot  I 
That  was  my  determination.  Let  me  not  be 
misunderstood  or  misrepresented.  I  mean  to 
say  that,  if  he  had  drawn  his  deadly  weapon 
on  my  Mend,  it  should  never  have  done  its  ex- 
ecution. I  considered  my  friend  in  Imminent 
danger,  and  stood  prepared  to  arrest  it — to  pre- 
vent his  life  from  being  taken  by  a  villain,  who 
wore  every  appearance  and  assumed  the  very 
attitudeof  an  insidious  assassin.'  Happily  I  had 
no  occoition  to  interpose,  but  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner to  force  my  friend  away,  who  had,  seeing 
the  position  of  the  witness,  pat  his  hand  In  his 
bosom.  X  stepped  In  between  tbem,  took  hold 
of  Ur.  PirroK,  canght  him  by  his  i^stooat, 
and  closed  it.  I  told  him  Whitney's  blood  was 
not  worth  spilling,  and  was  not  fit  to  stun  any 
man — he  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice.  My 
Wend  sat  down,  saying,  "  Tea,  he  Is  worth  my 
notice  when  he  comes  to  my  face  and  insults 
me.  I  would  notice  any  d  d  dog  I  "  The 
chairman  expostulated  with  him.  and  my  friend 
repUed,  "Ton  have  not  seen  him,  rir;  he  has 
beenlooklngatme— Ioddngatme,Bir;  andbel 


[H.  ov  ft. 

shall  not  look  at  me  again  I  I  submit  it  to  you, 
sir,  whether  I  have  not  treated  him  as  if  he 
were  a  gentleman."  The  Oh^  remonstrated 
ag^nst  fiirther  disorder.  Whitney  had  not  ut- 
tered a  word  after  he  was  ordered  by  my  friend 
to  be  silent,  and  did  not  until  after  he  had  re- 
tired and  returned  to  the  committee  joom.  Mr. 
Haiceb  had  been  speaking;  the  witness  was 
reqnested  to  retire.  Ur.  Hajieb  offered  t^e 
resolntioo  yoa  have  heard  read;  itpassednnan- 
imonsly;  witness  was  called  in;  uw  chairman 
retomed  him  hto  offensive  answer,  uid  infonned 
him  ct  the  ree(dntion,  and  he  immediately  said : 

Mr.  Ohairman,  if  I  have  been  disresp^mbl  to 
the  committee,  X  r^^ret  it,  sir,  end  apologize 
for  it"  The  clerk  took  down  his  words  imme- 
diately, unknown  to  most  of  the  members,  and 
the  committee,  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Haubb 
was  ationt  to  move  to  insert  the  witness's  i^l- 
OBJi  withdrew  his  motion,  because  the  commit- 
tee concurred  unantmonsly,  I  thought,  that  the 
clerk  had  correctly  recorded  it  already.  Thus 
ended  the  whole  afbir. 

I  went  to  the  churman,  to  Mr.  ^AIIEB,  Mr. 
Habtut,  and  Mr.  FamrBuii,  all,  I  think,  <n  the 
oommittee,  and  b^ged  ihem  not  to  o^oom 
until  my  fnend'a  ez<dtement  wtirdj  anbuded. 
I  snggeked  that  he  shoold  be  permitted  to  adc 
another  question  or  two,  and  that  the  commit 
tee  should  discbarge  the  witness  before  it  ad- 
jounied :  so  that  Mr.  Fetton  might  become 
calm,  and  not  retire  at  the  same  time  with  the 
witness.  This  course  was  adopted,  and  success- 
folly  pursued.  Whitney  came  hack  into  the 
committee  room,  aft^r  he  had  retired,  entirely 
humbled,  I  thought,  and  answered  the  next 
question  propoanded  in  the  only  becoming  man- 
ner he  exhibited  at  all.  Snob,  sir,  is  a  trne 
statement  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  sach 
was  the  part  in  it  which  I  bora.  I  pat  it  to  the 
membws  of  the  committee  to  say  wnetber  what 
Whitney  has  publidied  of  my  conduct  on  that 
occasion  is  eorMct ;  wh^er,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  my  first  denanmatlon  of  his  inac^oe, 
and  of  my  after  expression  that  he  was  not 
worthy  of  notice,  my  inteipoeilion  was  not 
peaceftil.  Sir,  I  acted  on  the  occasion  the  part 
of  a  pacificator.  He  says  I  approached  him 
with  my  friend  to  ogle  him  and  frown  him 
down.  It  is  true  I  did  approach  him,  and  eye 
him,  when  I  sospected  his  design  to  draw  a 
weapon ;  I  stood  ready  and  watchful  to  protect 
my  mend ;  but  I  call  upon  eTer;^  gentleman  on 
the  oommittee,  of  all  parties,  friend  or  foe,  to 
say  whether  I  bare  not  stated  the  facts  truly. 
I  say  tiuit  no  part  parcel.  Jot  or  tittle,  of  the 
statement  of  that  infamous  wretch  (Whitney) 
is  true,  except  the  one  statement  of  the  (jne^ 
tion  and  answer.  He  states  nothing  as  it  oo- 
eorred,  and  something  that  did  not  occur  at  all. 
I  call  upon  the  chainuu  of  the  committee^  who 
should  DC  the  best  witness,  to  say  ff  these  are 
not  the  facta. 

Mr.  Gablakd,  of  Virginia,  said  that  it  was 
extremely  nnpleaaant  to  him  at  any  time,  and 
under  any  oircumitanoee,  to  make  a  etatement 


Digitized  by 


262 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 


H.  or  R] 


Setme  tW  a  (hmmtttat  Atom — Memt.  Peglon,  Wm,  a»d  WhUneg.     [Febkoakt,  1887. 


in  reference  to  a  personal  controvera;;  bat, 
from  the  various  hues,  ia  various  directions, 
which  had  been  given  to  the  transaction  referred 
to  by  his  colleagne,  (Ur.  "WiBSt)  he  thought  it 
due  to  the  oonuDittee,  to  the  House,  and  to  tlw 
country,  Uiat  a  corroct  statement  shoald  he 
made.  Ur.  G.  said,  withont  ezpresnng  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  Uko  "  card  "  referred  to,  or 
any  other  put  of  the  transaction,  be  would 
simply  say  Uiat  the  statement  of  tiie  facts  and 
dronmstanoes  related  by  his  polleagae  were 
sobstantially  correct,  and  detailed  veir  much 
as  they  liappened.  Some  tilings  stated  he  did 
not  see ;  others  occurred  which  were  omitted, 
not  affecting  the  sobstantial  correctnera  of  the 
narrative.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  see  the  scowl 
and  contemptuous  look  which  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  states  Mr,  Whitney  to  have 
given  bim;  his  eyes  were  turned  in  another 
fflreoticoi  at  the  time  it  is  said  to  have  h^peo- 
ed;  bat  lie  diatinctiy  remembers  hearing  the 
l^entleman  from  Tennessee  complidn  of  it  at  the 
tame^  and  as  the  principal  cause  of  his  excite- 
ment, Mr.  G.  said  tiie  occurrence  was  very 
snddra,  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was 
certainly  very  much  excited.  He  said  that, 
with  a  view  to  restore  quiet,  he  stated  to  Mr. 
Whitney  that  a  question  would  arise  as  to  the 
disposition  of  his  answer,  and  that  he  must  re- 
tire; which  he  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  hod 
left  the  room,  Mr.  Peyton  became  more  tran- 
quil, apolcwzed  to  the  committee,  and  stated 
that  he  had  been  very  much  excited  on  accooot 
ct  the  insult  which  he  regarded  as  having  been 
(dven  him  in  Uie  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
the  Boowl  and  contemptuous  look  with  which 
it  was  aocompaided.  Mr.  Whitaey  was  then 
caUed  in,  and  the  resolution  of  the  ccnnmittee 
in  reference  to  his  answer  read  to  him ;  he  then 
apQl<M;ized  to  the  committee  in  the  terms  con- 
tained in  the  copy  of  the  joomal  of  the  commit' 
tee  joBt  read. 

Mr.  GiLLET  said  he  rose  but  to  make  a  few 
su^stions.  The  situation  in  which  he  stood, 
as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee,  required 
him  to  make  a  few  remarks,  lest  bis  silence 
should  be  misconstrued.  It  would  be  obvious 
to  all  who  frequently  attend  our  courts  of  jus- 
tice,  tiiat  it  is  hardly  possible  for  nine  persons 
to  witaess  a  transaction,  and  all  concur  in  ^v- 
Ing  their  testimony  concerning  it^  though  aU 
mtgtA  be  equally  and  perfectly  honest  £aoh 
wonld  remember  the  part  that  made  the  strong- 
est impression  on  his  mind — one  wonld  pay 
more  attention  to  the  words  spoken,  wlule  an- 
other would  particularly  note  uie  gestures.  He 
much  doubted  whether,  if  each  member  of  the 
committee  should  retire  to  his  room,  and  write 
out  what  he  recollected  of  the  transaction  in 
the  committee  room,  any  two  would  be  foand 
to  agree  npon  the  order  and  detuls  of  it.  It 
would  not  be  strange  if  they  differed  as  much 
in  their  accounts  as  Mr.  "Whitney  difiisred  in  bis 
with  either  gentieman  who  had  spoken  on  this 
•abject  Tau  disablement  of  persons  in 
their  aooonnta  <tf  what  had  tnui^red  waa  per- 


fectly reconcilable  with  honest  intentions;  con- 
sequently, he  should  not  impeach  the  character 
of  members  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  witness 
who  was  before  them,  if-  all  did  not  concur  in 
the  order  and  details  of  what  had  tran^ired. 
ITnlesB  we  ciui  agree  among  ourselves  as  to  that 
oocnrrenoe,  we  coold  not,  with  any  propriety, 
oondenm  one  who  differed  no  more  tnaa  us 
than  we  among  ourselves. 

He  had  jost  come  in  from  the  committee 
room,  and  cud  not  understand  how  this  discus- 
sion arose,  nor  the  precise  object  that  was  in 
view.  He  presumed  it  was  intended  to  put  the 
House  and  country  in  possession  of  an  accurate 
and  true  account  of  wl^  ocoarred  between  Mr. 
Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney.  As  so  many  jarring 
accounts  had  gone  forth,  such  a  denre  is  not 
withont  reason  in  its  favor.  He  had  not  heard 
the  accounts  given  by  those  who  preceded  him, 
and  hence  he  could  not  say  whether  these  ao- 
coants  wwe  in  accordance  with  Us  own  reool- 
lectlMi  or  not  It  was  no  part  of  Iub  purpose 
to  express  an  opinion  at  tins  time  ot  toe  cor- 
rectness of  the  statements  ot  othersy  md  cer- 
tainly none  in  relation  to  statements  which  he 
had  heard  onl^  in  part  Nor  would  he  now 
express  any  opinion  concerning  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise)  had  a  day  or  two  ago  given  notice  to  the 
committee  that,  when  the  report  should  he 
made  to  the  House,  as  he  understood  him,  he 
should  bring  up  the  sutyeot  of  that  card,  and 
should  deny  the  truth  of  all,  except  the  copies 
of  the  question  and  answer.  At  toat  time,  and 
not  at  the  present,  he  expected  this  matter 
would  come  up  as  a  snUect  of  discussion.  He 
thought  the  committee  nad  not  generally  ex- 
pected it  to  come  up  to-day,  and  he  believed 
they  were  not  generally  in ;  but  if  they  were, 
he  strongly  doubted  the  propriety  of  members 
rising  in  their  places  and  making  verbal  reports 
of  what  they  recollected.  He  thought  it  better 
that  Uie  committee  should  agree  among  them- 
selves, as  far  as  they  were  capable  of  doing  so, 
as  to  what  had  transpired,  and  present  it  In  a 
tangible  and  definite  shape,  so  that  it  would 
command  credence  wherever  it  went.  When 
the  committee  shall  agree,  the  country  will  feel 
an  assurance  that  they  have  arrived  at  the 
truth. 

If  we  cannot  agree  npon  tSie  facts,  how,  ahr, 
are  those  who  report  what  we  now  say  to 
agree?  Will  every  reporter  and  letter-writer 
give  the  same  account  of  what  we  affirm  In  the 
matter?  He  thought  he  hazarded  nothing  in 
saying,  not  two  of  all  these  would  agree.  It 
wUl  be  the  same  witii  others  who  hear  what 
we  now  say.  Kay,  sir,  before  we  leave  this 
Honse  a  diflFerence  of  recollection  will  be  found 
to  prevaU  as  to  what  we  have  said.  By  to- 
morrow we  shall  find  a  very  wide  difference  in 
this  respect  As  the  news  of  the  debate  spreads, 
t^ese  differences  will  multiply  in  proportion  to 
the  distance  they  travd,  and  all  -mO.  remain  In 
uncertainty.  Kew^wer  readws  will  ftll  Into 
the  errora  of  the  pablishoEB,  and  wlule  one  part 
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of  the  commonit/  will  helieve  one  accoooL 
other  portions  may  equally  believe  others,  and 
all  wide  from  the  troth,  from  these,  among 
other  conaiderationa,  he  thooght  this  maimer 
of  placing  this  matter  before  the  pablio  was 
highly  ezcepUonable. 

He  had  entirely  abstuned  from  stating  one 
word  of  what  did  occur,  as  he  reooQeoted  it. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  ahonld  propose  a  reso- 
lation  in  these  words : 

Jietolved,  That  the  select  commiUee,  (tf  which  the 
tunumUe  Jutta  Gablahd  is  duunntn,  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  &cta  in  relation  to  the 
difficulty  that  occurred  between  Mr.  Fittom,  a  mem- 
ber of  ttHt  eommlttee,  and  Kr.  Whitney,  a  witness 
called  before  that  committee,  while  said  witness  was 
vnder  examinaUon. 

He  did  not  know  tiiat  tlie  HooM  was  derirons 
of  beooming  aoqnalnted  with  the  occurrence 
referred  to ;  bnt  u  it  was,  he  thocght  this  woald 
be  a  snttable  uid  prop<ar  manner  of  obtaining 
the  facts.  The  narrative  given  by  the  witness 
had  been,  he  understood  from  those  who  had 
listened  to  ^ntlemen  who  preceded  him,  ob- 
jected to  as  inaccurate  or  untrue.  If  the  com- 
mittee be  required  to  report  the  bets,  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  statement  would  be  tested.  This 
would  he  doing  Justice  to  its  author  and  to  the 
objectors.  Then  the  public  mind,  which  is 
feverish  with  continued  excitement  on  ques- 
tions of  a  disputed  character,  would  be  tran- 
qnillized  and  aettled  on  <»w  at  least  Omtinual 
talking  on  the  anUect  would  no  more  settle  this 
qaestion  than  it  had  settled  those  which  the 
committee  were  ordered  to  inqnlre  about 
Trae,  the  committee  cannot,  perhaps,  report 
the  intentions  of  those  who  were  the  principal 
actors  in  the  scene.  He  had  understood  these 
intentions,  in  whole  or  inpart,  had  been  already 
communicated  to  the  Hoose.  He  presumed 
those  who  had  gone  largely  into  details  did  not 
intenUonally  give  more  than  what  was  recol- 
lected :  and  he  would  say  that  he  had  not  yet 
heard  it  alleged  by  any  one  that  Ur.  Whitney's 
account  had  been  amplified  beyond  the  tmth^ 
except  in  a  single  word  in  the  relation  of  what 
he  lud  after  he  returned  to  the  committee.  He 
shoold  not  expresB  any  personal  wish  as  to  the 
^noritioa  of  this  matter.  If  its  importance 
omded  it  to  the  eonrideration  of  the  House,  he 
thought  the  same  reasons  would  impel  us  to 
seek  the  nocUspoted  truth,  and  place  It  before 
the  public;  and  by  that  let  those  who  have 
made  statements  be  judged. 

This  endorsing  or  denying  the  allegations  of 
others  was  what  he  did  not  intend  to  do.  The 
matter  affirmed  to  be  true  or  untrue  might  be 
misreported,  and  the  affirmation  be  made  to 
cover  statements  never  intended  to  be  vouched 
for  or  dwiied.  From  differences  in  recollection 
new  cfmtroversiea  mi^t  arise,  giving  birth  to 
fading  not  to  be  des^nedlj  wmnoted  by  this 
House,  and  not  prodnotiTe  of  good  anywhere. 
Thus  ur,  he  understood,  tiie  statements  of  facts 
had  been  mingled  with  mncli  other  matter  not 
well  calcnlated  to  enable  others  to  tmderstand 


them.  If  the  committee  shoold  Tefmt  the  &el^ 
they  would  not  be  interspersed  with  biting  and 
criminating  epithets  hei^ted  upon  the  witoeaa, 
having  uotiiing  to  do  with  what  transpired  in 
tfte  committee  room.  He  thought  the  true  waf 
of  arriving  at  the  truth  was  to  call  for  it  in  au 
authentic  form,  and  then  the  House  could  Judge 
where  the  blame  ought  to  rest  This  ho  thought 
due  to  all  parties,  and  could  not  fairly  be  ob- 
jected to  by  any  one.  He  therefore  would 
send  to  the  Speaker  the  resolation  which  1m 
had  read,  and  ask  the  House  to  adopt  it 

[This  motion,  the  reception  of  it  being  oIh 
jected  to,  was  not  in  order  at  this  time.] 

Mr.  Wisa  then  again  rose  to  ocmolnde  his  re- 
marks, which  he  lud  not  flniahed  befiwe  3fr. 
GiLLBT  rose.  He  siud :  Sir,  in  oontinnation  ot 
my  statement,  I  have  to  nmtA  that  mj  friend 
from  Tennessee  is  pardonable  tot  much  he  said 
and  did  on  that  occauon.  He  sp<^e  many 
harsh  words,  but  under  the  strongest  excite- 
ment. We  both  looked  npon  Renboi  H.  Whit- 
ney as  a  base  minion  of  executive  power,  who 
went  there  with  a  pre-determination  to  insult 
us.  He  came,  bac^d  and  endorsed,  and 
prompted  by  the  highest  authority,  to  brow- 
beat and  taunt  ns,  and  to  trample  npon  the 
power  of  a  committee  constitutionally  ridsed  by 
the  representatives  of  the  people  to  detect  and 
expose  his  villanous  connection  with  the  exeo- 
nUve  branch  of  the  Government.  Vy  friend 
regarded  the  wretch  as  a  mere  went^  a  miser- 
aUe  tool  of  others — others  the  higneet  m  powCT, 
It  was  too  much,  nr.  to  suffer  bis  authorized 
insults.  My  friend  aid  not  treat  him  as  an 
eqoal ;  but  ne  was  transported  with  passion  at 
his  insolence  and  effrontery.  He  did  and  sud 
many  things  whidi  became  not  himself  but 
which  Whitney  richly  deserved.  As  soon  as 
be  became  calm  and  cool,  he  apologized  to  the 
committee  in  the  most  respectml  terms. 

The  gentieman  from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Gnur) 
says  that  "many  things  which  Whitney  says 
are  true."  I  repeat,  sir,  that  no  part  or  parcel, 
jot  or  tittie,  of  nis  statement,  except  the  ques- 
tion and  answer,  is  trae ;  it  is  wholly  false  in 
matter  and  manner ;  in  iact,  and  otdwio^  and 
context — emphaticailr  fialse— in  itaUoel 
His  statwient  as  to  nis  apology  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  cranmittee,  I  venture  to  ttQ^,  no 
member  of  the  committee  will  vouch ;  and  that 
he  makes  especially  a  marked  statement  by 
words  in  italics.  In  this  he  is  wilfliily  and 
brazenly  fiilse ;  and  no  member  on  the  com- 
mittee can  endorse  his  statement  The  gentie- 
man from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Gillbt)  says  he  will 
not  undertake  here  to  make  a  stiUement  Sir, 
I. care  not  whether  he  does  or  not  I  have  my 
statement  confirmed  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
Qb.  Gablahd,)  and  that  is  all  I  want  It  may 
be,  «r — I  do  not  say  it  la  so— but  it  mi^  be 
likely,  that  some  genueuum  who  was  present  so 
lost  Us  wits  on  the  oooasiom  that  he  oontd  not 
make  a  statement  if  he  were  to  try  I  Now,  it 
is  proposed  to  couple  the  name  of  mr  friei^ 
in  8  resolution  with  that  of  B.  M.  Whitnqr, 
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I  hope,  sir,  the  House  will  not  bo  degrade  mj 
fiiend,  the  association  even  cf  names. 
What  I  couple  the  name  of  a  villain,  pensioned 
for  his  peijury,  with  the  name  of  Baub  Pbttoit, 
in  the  same  resolution  t  fiir,  if  yon.  had  been 
preeent  and  witnessed  the  scene  of  that  night, 
jou  would  have  been  struck  with  the  immense 
flifibrwoe  between  the  two  men.  I  will-  tell 
Tou  what  you  would  bare  seen:  yon  would 
have  seen  the  hi{^  elevation  of  an  honest, 
bold,  courageous  manly,  noUe  diroosition, 
above  a  low,  base,  cowering,  mwaroly,  dis- 
honest  wretch  I  That,  sir,  was  the  only  speo- 
taole  yon  would  have  seen.  And  I  say,  sir,  let 
those  of  the  two  classes  of  spirito  then  present 
be  respectively  consorted  together  and  assimi- 
lated to  each  other  I 

Mr.  Hims  (a  member  of  the  committee) 
said  that  he  should  not  detain  ihe  House  witli 
any  remarks  of  his,  were  it  not  for  an  observa- 
tion that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Fbtton,)  and  had  been  repeated  by 
the  gentlanaii  from  Yiisinia  who  last  oooi^ed 
the  floor,  (Mr.  Wise.)  They  had  stated  that 
the  genuetnan  Horn  Vix^n  had  notified  the 
members  of  the  committee,  that  when  this 
sabjeet  came  before  the  House,  he  would  call 
upon  them  to  pronounce  Mr.  Whitney's  card 
fiuse  In  evei^  part,  except  so  much  as  related  to 
the  proceedmgB  of  the  committee.  If  he  (Mr. 
H.)  now  rerauned  irilent,  after  what  had  oc- 
curred, it  might  be  Inferred  that  he  had  borne 
testimony  to  the  falsehood  so  charged.  He  did 
not  intend  that  any  such  inference  should  he 
drawn.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Gillit,)  that  no  nine  iudi- 
vidoals  who  might  be  present  at  an  affur  of 
tUa  kind  oonld  M  firand,  who  voold  afterwards 
state  an  the  details  dike;  and  at  this  time  he 
wonld  not  go  into  deti^  As  to  Ifr.  'Whitney's 
"  card,"  be  would  neither  pronounce  it  tme 
nor  false.'  He  had,  as  he  st^d  in  conversation 
with  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia  the  other 
day,  read  it  but  hastily,  when  it  first  appeared ; 
and  he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  It 
since.  But,  as  he  was  np,  he  would  say  that, 
without  going  into  particulars,  the  outlines  of 
the  transaction,  as  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  and  the  gentleman  from  Yii;gbiia, 
were  snhstantially  correct. 

He  thought  it  due  to  himself  to  state  what 
had  been  his  own  course  in  the  matter.  When 
the  endtonent  took  place,  and  the  honorable 
diairman  called  "  order,"  he  (Mr.  H.)  rose  and 
oommenoed  making  a  speech,  the  ol^ect  of 
which  was  to  aid  the  cbtdtman  In  produoiog 
wder  out  of  disorder.  He  had  continued  upon 
the  floor,  occasionally  interrupted  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, unt^l  he  closed  his  remarks  by  submit- 
ting the  resolution  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  committee.  He  thought  the 
resmntion  doe  to  the  coinmittee,  due  to  the 
individual  member  involved,  and  dne  to  the 
witness  himself  who  had  In  some  measure  pro- 
Toked  what  followed. 

Bis  (Mr.  H.*s)  opfnioa  was,  Oat  a  witness 


called  before  a  committee,  having  an  interro- 
gatory propounded  to  him,  ought  either  to 
answer  or  to  decline.  If  lie  declined  answer- 
ing a  question,  that  was  enough.  He  had  no 
right  to  proceed  farther,  and  make  remarks 
about  the  committee,  or  an  individual  member 
of  it,  which  were  of  a  personal  character,  or 
whidi  reflected  upon  them  in  any  manner  dis- 
respectfully. 8ncn  a  practice  conld  not  be 
tolerated,  and  the  committee  were  nnanlmonsly 
of  that  f^inion. 

After  this  sudden  gust  of  paadon,  this  mo- 
mentary excitement,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee expressed  his  regret,  and  apolc^ized  to 
the  committee  for  what  nad  taken  place  on  his 
part.   The  witness  was  called  hack,  and  apolo- 

Sized  to  the  committee  for  any  thinghe  had 
one  of  a  disrespectfhl  character.  He  (Mr. 
H.)  had  hoped  the  whole  matter  would  have 
remuned  there;  but  it  seemed  that  by  some 
means  it  had  got  out,  and  was  travelling  uiroogh 
the  country  in  the  newspapers.  False  and 
statemoits,  in  regard  to  it,  were 
no  dbnbt  dreulated  In  public  Journals;  and 
although  he  deprecated  all  dtsonsdona  of  tUa 
sort,  yet  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee perfectly  justiflable  in  brio(^g  the 
subject  before  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  statement  in  his  own  d^ence. 

Having  said  thus  mnoh,  he  would  trouble 
the  Honse  no  farther. 


Monday,  February  6. 
JPntidmtial  lUeetion^Ovmitinff  ths  Votet. 

A  message  was  reoeived  fixnn  flie  Senate^ 
informing  the  House  Its  concurrence  in  the 
report  of  the  Joint  committee  iqmdnted  to  con- 
nder  and  report  upon  Hie  mode  oi  counting 
out  the  votes  for  Prasident  and  Vioe  Preddent 
<tf  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Thohas  moved  Chat  the  House  concur 
with  the  Senate  In  the  report  and  resolutions 
thereto  appended,  as  reported  by  him  to  this 
House  on  Satorday  evening,  as  follows : 

"  "nte  oofandttee  on  the  part  of  the  Hooss  of  Bep- 

resenuUrei,  *  uppcdnted  to  join  nich  ooauohtee 
might  be  ^>poutted  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes 
for  Fresideat  and  "Vice  Fresidait  of  tbe  United 
States;  of  notifying  the  pmona  elected  of  tbeir 
electicm ;  and  also  to  bquln  Into  the  ezpedlaicy  v£ 
ascertaining  irbether  any  votes  were  girea  at  ths 
recent  election  contrary  to  the  prohibiti«i  cuit^iad 
in  tiie  second  section  of  the  second  article  <^  Ae  oon- 
stitDtion ;  and,  if  any  such  votes  were  ^ren,  what 
ougfat  to  be  done  with  them ;  and  whether  any  and 
what  pnxriricHi  to  be  made  for  securiog  Ae 

ftMifU  otaerraiMe  In  Aitaue  of  that  seotitm  «r  Hm 
ctnstitBtion,' lepwt: 

"That  the  short  period  at  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed before  the  day  on  which  the  votes  for  Pnal^ 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  tbe  United  States  have 
to  be  counted,  has  prevented  than  from  Investigating 
the  acts  salMDltted  to  their  ezambulioa  as  AtUy  aa 
might  have  tieai  dona,  had  more  ifaw  been  allowed. 
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Ibe  coTTreepOBdence  which  has  taken  pUce  between 
the  chitamui  (tf  the  oomnuttee  and  the  headi  of  the 
dURsrent  departmenta  of  the  executire  brtncfa  of  the 

QoTermnent  accompanies  this  report,  tmm  vhidi  H 
wpeais  that  Isaac  Waldron,  irbo  ms  an  doctor  Id 
New  Hampshire,  was,  at  the  time  of  bis  appcnntment 
as  elector,  president  of  a  deposit  bank  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  was  appointed  and  acting  as  pension 
ue^  without  compensation,  under  the  authority  of 
m  United  States ;  that,  in  two  cases,  persons  of  the 
same  names  with  the  indlTidttals  who  were  appcdnted 
and  Toted  as  electors  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
held  Uie  offices  of  deputy  postmasters  under  the 
General  Government.  It  also  appears  that  in  New 
Hampehlre  there  is  one  case ;  in  Connecticut  there 
is  one  case ;  in  North  Carolina  there  is  one  ease ;  fn 
which,  from  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  it 
b  |x«tMible  that,  at  tiu  tinie  <d  appcnntment  of  «eo- 
tors  in  these  States,  respectlTdj,  the  electors,  or 
persons  of  the  same  names,  were  deputy  postmasters. 
The  committee  hare  not  ascertained  iritether  the 
electors  are  the  same  individuals  who  held,  or  are 
presnmed  to  hare  held,  the  offices  of  depu^  post- 
mastcrs  at  the  time  when  the  appuntment  of  t^ectors 
was  made}  and  tUsis  the  less  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
It  oonfldently  believed  that  no  cfaange  in  the  result 
of  the  election  of  dther  the  President  or  Vice  Pred- 
deot  would  be  affected  by  the  ascertainment  of  tiie 
fact  in  either  way,  as  five  or  six  votes  only  would  In 
any  event  be  abstracted  from  the  whole  number ;  fbr 
the  committee  cannot  adopt  the  ophiion  entertained 
l9flome,tiiatadD^  lUwl  vote  would  vitiate  the 
iriiele  dectofil  -rote  of  the  college  of  electors  in 
whloh  it  was  given,  partkulariy  in  cases  irtme  the 
vote  of  the  whole  college  has  been  given  for  the  same 
pnsons. 

"  The  oommittee  are  of  opinion  tint  the  second 
■ectioa  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution, 
iriiioh  declares  that '  no  Senator,  or  Representative, 
or  person  holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under 
tiae  United  StatM.  shall  be  appcdnted  an  elector,* 
ought  to  be  carried  hi  Its  vrtwle  spirit  into  rig^d  eze- 
cation  In  order  to  prevent  officers  of  the  General 
Gorermnent  from  bringing  their  official  power  to  in- 
fluence the  elections  of  Freddent  snd  Vice  Prendent 
of  tiie  United  States.  This  provirion  of  the  consti- 
tution, it  b  believed,  excludes  and  disqualifies  deputy 
postmaatas  ftom  the  appointment  of  deotoca,  and  the 
wsqnaliflcation  relates  to  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ments ;  and  that  a  redgnaUon  of  Ute  office  of  deputy 
postmaster,  after  hb  appointment  as  elector,  would 
not  oititle  him  to  vote  as  elector  under  the  constitu- 
tion. 

"Should  a  case  occur  in  whiofa  it  became  nece»> 
mry  to  asoertida  and  determine  twon  thequalificaF 
tk>ne  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  important  question  would  be 
presented — ^what  tiibunal  would,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, be  competent  to  decide  ?  Whether  the  respeo- 
tire  colleges  of  elect(»a  in  the  diSbrent  States  should 
decide  upon  tiie  quali&»tion8  of  their  own  membera, 
or  Congreaa  dioiud  ezendse  the  power,  is  a  qnes- 
tioo  wWch  the  committee  are  of  opiniMi  ought  to 
be  settied  by  a  penaakent  ivovisioa  upon  the  Bob- 
jecL 

"  The  committee  at  pieaent,  and  in  part,  report 
the  fUtowing  resolutions: 

**  Sstcio^  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  chamber  of  tiie  House  of  Bepresentatives  on 
Wedneed^ruextat  12  o'clock,  and  the  Frerident  ctf 
the  Senate  slwll  be  the  presiding  officer;  that  one 


[H.  or  E. 

person  be  appointed  a  taller  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  two  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
ative to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  m  they  shall  be 
dedared;  diat  tho  result diaU  be  ddlvered  totbe 
President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  tbe  state 
of  the  vote,  and  the  persona  elected,  to  the  two 
Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  deemed 
a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  President  and 
Tioe  President  of  tbe  United  States ;  and,  together 
with  a  ^  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
two  Houses. 

"  Jietolved^  That,  In  relation  to  the  vote  of  MIcU* 
gan,  if  the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall 
not  essentially  change  the  result  of  the  election,  they 
diall  be  reported  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in 
the  following  manner :  Were  tbe  votea  of  M ichigaa 
to  be  coont^  the  result  would  be,  for  A  B  fbr  FMt- 

ident  of  tiie  United  States,  rotes;  if  not 

counted  fbrA  B  for  Preddrat     the  United  State^ 

 votes ;  but,  in  either  event,  A  B  b  elected 

Freudent  of  the  Umted  States,  And  In  the  same 
manner  for  Vice  President.'* 

Mr.  Ibson  vsb  nndentood  to  make  an  in- 
quiry of  the  ohainiuttt  (Mr.  Thou  as)  in  relation 
to  the  ftct,  Tbether  mj  votes  have  been  given 
hy  persons  not  competent,  under  the  OonfUtn- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  to  rote  as  electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President 

Mr.  Thomas  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
The  committee,  on  investigation,  had  found 
that  there  were  three  individnals  in  North 
Carolina,  one  in  New  Hampshii*,  and  one  in 
Oonnecticnt,  elected  to  the  electoral  college, 
who  bore  the  same  name  with  those  of  indi- 
viduals who  were  depnty  postmasters  under 
the  General  Government ;  and  the  impression 
on  the  i^ds  of  the  oommittee  was,  that  thej 
were  conseqnentlx  the  same  individuals. 

The  resolutions  were  then  severally  eonearred 
in  without  a  dividon. 

Abolition     Slavery  in  the  I>i»triet  of  Cohtm- 

bia — Petitwju  from  t&a  Femalet  Twenty- 

Hght  Toieni  in  Nm  Bampihire. 

Petitions  and  memorials  bein^  called  for  in 
the  order  of  States  and  Territories, 

Mr.  OusHiNa  siud  he  was  charged  with  a 
commis^on  of  some  delicaoy,  respecting  which 
he  craved  the  indnlgenoe  tiS  the  House.  It 
hai^iraed  thid;  In  his  (ustriot  tiie^  sex  greathr 
outnumbered  the  other,  and  the  better  half  of 
creation  was  no  half  at  oil ;  it  was  two-tiiirds ; 
so  that  he  was  probably  the  immediate  repre- 
sentative of  more  ladies  than  any  other  member 
of  the  House.  In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of 
his  fair  constituents,  whom  it  was  at  all  times 
his  pleasure  to  serve,  he  had  to  present  petitions 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-t^de  in  the  District  of  Oolomhia,  from 
8,824  ladies  of  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  towns 
of  Amesbnry,  Andover,  Haverhill,  Newbnry- 
port,  Reading,  and  Salisbury,  in  the  State  of 
Massaohusetts. 

These  petattons  were  aooordingly  received 
and  laid  on  the  table,  without  debate  tft  oaai' 
mitmoit  under  the  rest^ntlon  of  the  House. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  bad  now  to  beg  potdon 


Ahdaim  ^Slavery  m  the  Dutriet  ^  Columbia. 
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of  the  g&Qtleman  from  New  Hampshire,  his 
nearest  nei^bor  at  h<nie^  (Ur.  Odsbhah,)  for 
appearing  to  interfoe  in  any  way  with  that 
gentlanian*8  oonoema.  He  (Mi.  (kmnisa)  was 
not  aware  that  the  ladlM  m  New  Hampshire 
'  had  any  general  objection  to  the  proponnding 
of  the  j>rmou<  quettion;  bat,  on  this  occasion, 
th^  had  distingaiahed  him  with  their  pre- 
ference, 80  far  as  to  desire  to  make  him  their 
organ  in  their  oommiiDications  to  the  House. 
Mr.  GnsHMAN  signified  his  aoqniescenoe,  and 
Mr.  CcBHnia  proceeded  to  present  petitions 
from  the  ladies  of  Alstead,  Beaford,  Bosoawen, 
Canaan,  Concord,  Dnrham,  Tranoonia,  Oil- 
manton,  Groton,  Hampton  Falls,  Hanover, 
Haverhill,  Hebron,  Henniker,  HlUsborongh, 
Keene,  Lfmoaster,  Lincoln,  Lyndeboroogh,  Had- 
bory,  Honnt  Vernon,  New  Hampton,  New 
MariceL  Orange,  B^rnunidf  Salem,  and  Salis- 
bury, all  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing toT  the  ablation  oi  slavey  and  the  uave- 
trade  io  fhe  IHstriot  ot  Oolnmbia ;  which  peti- 
titms  were  severally  reodved  ana  laid  on  the 
table,  under  tiie  r^nUoa  <^  the  Honse. 

Supprmian  of  the  Slme-Trade  in  the  Dutriet 

cf  Colunibia — Petition  from  "JWtm  Ladiee" 
I¥ederieishurg,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  presented  the  petition  of 
nine  ladies  of  Fredenclcsbnrg,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia.  He  would  not  name  them,  because, 
from  the  disposition  which  at  present  prevtdled 
in  the  country,  he  did  not  know  what  might 
happen  to  them  if  he  djA  name  them.  It  was 
not  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  daveir  in 
the  District  of  Colombia,  but  it  was  a  petition 
praying  Connress  to  put  a  stop  to  the  dave- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had 
seemed  so  strange  to  him  when  he  received  it, 
that  he  did  not  feel  a  perfect  security  that  it 
was  genuine,  and  to  which  he  had  alluded  when 
he  first  b^an  the  presentation  of  his  petitions. 
It  was  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  peti- 
tion of  nine  ladies,  not  one  of  whom  shouid  be 
named  by  him.  Whether  it  was  genoine  or 
not,  it  was  not  for  him  to  determine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table, 
under  the  resolution. 

Petition  from  23  Slam. 

Mr.  AoAHs  BsXd  be  held  in  his  hand  a  paper 
on  which,  before  it  was  presented,  he  desired 
to  have  the  decision  of  the  Speaker.  It  was 
a  petition  from  twenty-two  persons,  declaring 
themselves  to  be  slaves.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Speaker  considered  such  a  petition 
as  coming  within  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  Speakkb  sud  he  oould  not  tell  until  he 
had  the  contents  of  the  petition  in  his  possea- 
sion, 

U r.  Adahs  said  that  If  the  pwer  was  sent 
to  the  deric's  taUe,  it  would  be  in  possession 
•o£  the  HooBe,  and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he 
woold  see  what  woe  ita  ctmtents.  Now,  be 
0ix,  A.)  wiflhod  to  do  uotbing  moept  in  mb- 


mission  to  the  roles  of  the  House.  This  paper 
pnrported  to  come  from  slaves,  and  it  was  one 
of  those  petitions  which  had  occurred  to  his 
mind  as  not  being  what  it  purported  to  be.  It 
was  signed  partiy  by  persons  who  oonld  not 
write,  by  making  th^  marks,  and  parUy  1^ 
persons  whose  handwriting  woold  manifbst  that 
they  had  reonved  the  education  of  slavee ;  and 
the  petition  dedared  itself  to  be  from  edaves, 
and  he  was  requested  to  present  it.  He  woula 
send  it  to  the  Choir. 

Mr.  Lawlsb  objected  to  its  going  to  the 
Chwr. 

The  Speaesr  said  that  the  droumstanoes  of 
the  case  were  so  extraordinary,  that  he  would 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  coarse  to 
be  pursued. 

Mr.  Lawlbb  wished  it  to  appear  on  the 
journal  that  he  had  ot|)eeted  to  the  paper  going 
to  the  Chair. 

The  Spkaxib  said  the  genUeman  fma  Hassa- 
ohus^  had  stated  that  the  petitira  eame  tcom 
slaves ;  but  it  had  not  been  seat  to  the  Clerk's 
table.  It  was  the  first  time,  in  the  recollection 
of  the  Chair,  that  persons  not  free  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  this  House.  The  Chair 
wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House,  which 
he  had  a  right  to  do, 

Mr.  Hat»es  fdt  astonished  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  honwable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  not  only  to-day, 
but  every  day  for  some  time  past,  whenever 
petitions  were  presented ;  but  his  astoDishment 
reached  to  a  height  which  he  fdt  it  imposdble 
to  enresa,  when  he  saw  tbe  gentlonan  rise  in 
his  pUce  on  this  flow,  and  offer  to  present  such 
a  paper  as  this  had  been  described  to  be.  Ur. 
H.  could  not  tcll  in  what  manner  he  woald 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  It  might  be 
giving  it  more  attention  than  it  deserved,  if  he 
(Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it  He 
had  risen  mainly  to  express,  so  far  as  languwe 
could  .express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  tbe 
gentieman  fl-om  Massachusetts,  or  any  other 
gentieman,  should  ever  have  nude  a  qoestioa 
on  a  paper  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  AoAHS  called  the  gentleman  from  Qeor- 
gia  to  order,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  making 
personal  reflections. 

Mr.  ftirogwT  was  opposed  to  a  protracted 
discussion  on  the  sabject,  whidi  conld  only  lead 
to  useless  exdtemoit  and  confbsion,  the  mat- 
ter before  the  House  being  a  snlfject  fitr  action, 
not  for  debate.  He  hoped  the  House  wonld 
act  promptiy  and  decisively. 

Mr.  Hatmks  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  be  dii 
not  still  hold  the  floor. 

The  Spxazee  said  tbe  gentieman  fr<»n  Georgia 
hdd  the  floor,  but  it  was  not  in  order  to  make 
personal  allosiona. 

Mr.  Hatvks  said  the  Speaker  was  aware  that 
be  was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rules 
adopted  for  the  order  and  covemment  <it  the 
House.  It  was  well  known  uiat,  from  the  oom- 
nwncement  of  these  disoossioiii^  at  an  eariy 
dfl^  In  the  last  seadon  of  Congress  ti|>  to  tUs 
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moment,  his  lips  had  been  doeed  on  the  snb- 
in  tverj  form;  becansa  he  had  thonght 
that  the  members  from  bis  section  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  among  the  lost  to  seek  or  promote 
discnsricm  upon  it.  But  he  would  not  tnut  his 
feelings  to  pnrsne  the  sulject  further  under  its 
present  aspect,  extraordinary  as  it  vas.  The 
tma  motion,  in  his  judgment,  woold  be  to  more 
that  the  petition  be  rejected,  snbject,  however, 
to  its  wiuidrawal,  if  the  House  shoald  become 
farther  enlightened  as  to  its  contents. 

Hr.  Linns  hoped  that  no  moUon  of  that  kind 
woold  come  from  anj  gentleman  fkwn  a  ekiTe- 
holdiog  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Hathis  would  oheerfhllT-  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr,  Lewis  was  glad  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. He  believed  that  the  House  should 
ptmiah  severely  such  an  infraction  of  its  deco- 
rum and  its  rules ;  and  he  called  on  the  mem- 
bers from  the  alavehcddlng  States  to  oome  for- 
ward now,  and  demand  horn  the  House  tiie 
pnui^ment  of  the  gentlemaii  from  ICauachn- 
eetts. 

Mr.  Ghahtlahd  would  second  the  motion, 
and  go  all  lengths  in  support  of  it 

Ur.  LawiB  said  that,  if  ihe  House  would 
inflict  no  punishment  for  such  flagrant  vitiations 
of  its  dignity  as  this,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Representatives  from  the  alaveholding  States  to 
go  home  at  once. 

Mr.  AuoRD  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Moasaofaasetts  had  certunly  proposed  to  intro- 
duce this  petition. 

The  BrsMXER  said  the  member  from  Hassa- 
chasettB  had  risen,  and  stated  that  he  had  a 
petltitm  coming  from  slaves,  and  had  inquired 
of  the  Chair  whether  it  would  oome  under  the 
order  adopted  by  the  House  in  reference  to  all 
petitions  and  papers  on  the  snbject  ^  slavery. 

The  Olerk  having  been  directed  to  read  the 
minutes  whidi  he  had  taken  at  ih»  tim&  read 
as  follows : 

**Hr.  AsAHB  presented  the  petition  of  twenty- 
two  persons,  decUrinff  themselves  to  be  BbveB,  and 
wished  to  knowwheUerHcantewltUii  tb«  order  of 
the  House." 

Mr.  Alfobd  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  intended  to  present  thts  petition, 
h^  (Mr.  Alpobd,)  the  moment  it  was  presented, 
should  move,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  South, 
which  he  in  part  represented,  and  which  he 
conceived  had  been  treated  with  indignity,  that 
it  be  taken  from  the  House  and  burnt ;  and 
he  hoped  that  every  man  who  was  a  friend 
to  the  constitution  would  support  him.  There 
must  be  an  end  to  this  constant  attempt  to  raise 
ezdtement,  or  tbe  Union  conld  not  exist  much 
longer.  The  moment  any  man  should  disgraoe 
the  Government  nndw  which  he  lived,  by  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  slaves  praying  for 
emancipation,  he  hoped  that  petition  would, 
by  order  of  the  House,  be  committed  to  the 
flames. 

Mr.  pATTOir  moved  to  sa^ieiul  Uw  rule,  to 


enable  him  to  submit  a  motion  to  take  from 
the  table,  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  as  the 
House  may  decide,  the  pt^wr  already  presented 
hy  the  genttenum  from  Uamohnsrtta,  uid  which 
had  been  laid  tm  the  taUe  under  the  reaolation 
oftheHouae:  be  allnded  to  the  wiper  presented 
as  a  petition  from  idue  ladies  of  tVedencksbnrg. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  would  state  in  his  place,  and  on 
his  respmubility,  that  the  name  ci  no  lady  was 
attached  to  that  p^ier.  He  did  not  believe 
there  was  a  single  one  of  them  of  decent  re- 
spectability. He  believed  the  signatures  to  be 
^nuine,  and  he  rect^ized  only  one  name 
which  he  had  known  Iwfore,  and  that  was  the 
name  of  a  f^e  mulatto  woman  of  the  worst 
fame  and  reputation.  He  had  been  raised  in 
Fredericksburg,  and  believed  he  was  aoqutdnted 
with  all  persons  of  respectability  residing  there^ 
and  he  could  say  there  was  not  one  respeotable 
name  attached  to  tills  paper, 

Ur.  W.  Thohfsoit  asked  that  the  petition 
might  be  read,  so  aa  to  render  the  geatieman 
from  Ifossaohusetts  amenable  to  the  resolntltm 
vrhicb  he  (Mr.  T.)  proposed  to  offer. 

The  Spueeb  said  it  was  not  in  order  at  thia 
time. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  sn^nd ;  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  ISl,  nays  00. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Pation  said  he  was  disposed  to  pursue 
as  kind  and  respectfhl  a  course  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  aa  tlie  oircomstancea 
of  the  case  would  admit,  ao  £tf  as  related  to 
theparticular  question  bamre  Uie  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  before 
presenting  this  petition,  had  stated  that  he  did 
not  know  who  these  ii^ndnals  were ;  he  did 
not  know  their  claims  to  &e  consideration  of 
this  House,  or  to  his  own  agency  in  presenting 
the  petition.  Mr.  P.  thought  It  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  not  thought  proper,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  refnsed,  to  pramit  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  coming 
from  tbe  town  from  which  thia  paper  pnrportea 
to  come,  on  a  subject  which  the  genueman 
knew  the  people  whom  he  (Mr,  P.)  represented, 
as  well  as  himself^  felt  a  deep  ana  exciting 
interest,  to  see  tiie  p^er  before  it  had  been 
presented.  He  (Mr.  r.)  oould  not  pwmit  him- 
self to  believe  that,  after  stating  to  hiio,  as  he 
(Mr,  P,)  would  have  stated  privately,  wnat  h» 
had  Binoe  stated  publicly,  tbe  gentieman  from 
Massachoaetts  woold  have  persisted  in  being  tihe 
organ  through  whom  such  a  petition  aboold  be 
presented,  lie  (Mr.  P.)  woidd  again  state,  oa 
his  honor  and  veracity  as  a  man,  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  tiie  signature  of  any 
decently  respectable  individual  m  Frederioka- 
bo^  attached  to  this  paper;  that  the  oolj 
name  he  recognized  was  that  of  a  mulatto  free 
woman  o£  infamous  character ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  names  of  others  were  the  names  of 
free  imoflB,  aU  of  whom  he  beUeved  to  be 
bad.  fie  tiierefore  moved  that  the  paper  which 
bad  been  reodved  and  1^  on  the  t£e  aboold 
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be  taken  from  the  table  and  retnrned  to  the 
gentlemaa  from  Massachusetts. 

Hr.  BouLDiN  sud  that,  as  he  had  Jnst  voted 
acainBt  Buspending  the  rules  on  the  motion  of 
his  coUeagne,  (Mr.  Fa.tton,)  and  had  foand 
himself  votioff  with  those  who,  from  their  local 
^tnatioD,  mi^t  be  supposed  not  to  feel  with 
him  on  tiie  very  delicate  and  vital  subject  now 
before  the  Hoase,  and  as  his  name  had  not  been 
recorded  wtth  the  names  of  those  witib  whom 
be  knew  be  did  feel  and  act  snbstantiallT^  in 
every  important  matter  pecnliar  to  the  Booth, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter 
now  before  the  House,  it  became  him  to  give 
tiwreBStm  for  bis  vote.  Itwasthis:  Hewished 
to  dispose  of  the  first  branch  of  the  subject, 
and  then  he  would  be  willing  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  his  colleague,  and  would  be  willing  to 
go  with  him  in  any  vote  to  take  A*om  our  files 
uie  paper  he  wished  withdrawn,  and  which 
was  well  calculated  to  throw  disgrace  and  con- 
tempt on  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  He 
was  willing  the  resolution  and  wish  of  his  col- 
laagoe  shoud  prevail,  and  that  the  paper  i^oold 
be  retained  to  the  venerable  gentteman  firom 
Maaaaehnsetta,  to  make  what  mischief  he  oonld 
or  he  chose  from  it,  in  or  ont  of  this  House. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
ofiered  in  the  House  the  memorial  of  those 
Tho,  on  the  face  of  it,  u>peu^  to  be  slaves, 
and  had  announced  to  the  Chair  and  to  tiie 
House  that  such  was  the  paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  did  not  core  a  rush  whether 
the  paper  went  to  the  Chair  or  not  Nothing 
that  that  gentleman  could  say  or  do  In.  relation 
to  it  could  add  to,  or  detract  A-om,  the  Impres- 
non  that  the  statement  of  the  proposition  to 
the  Chair  by  him  had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
wished  now,  vithoat  Interraption  of  any  other 
buiuei^  to  pn^reaa  with  tms  matter  nntii  he 
saw  and  nnderstood  what  oonntenanoe  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massaohosetts  should  reoeive  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  W.  TBoifFSON  had  risen  to  move,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
raitleman  frtnu  Vlrgiiila,  Ob.  Pattdh,)  the 
ftdlowing  resolation : 

Sttolvtd,  That  the  honorable  Jom  Qurncr  Adahs, 
1^  the  attempt  jnst  made  by  bim  to  introduce  a  pe- 
tidon  purporting  on  its  face  to  be  from  bUtcs,  fias 
been  gnitty  of  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  House,  and 
thatlw  be  instantly  broogbt  to  the  bar  to  recrire 
the  aevne  oeniare  u  the  ^eiker. 

Mr.  Thou PBOK,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  said :  The 
gentleman  from  Hassaohosetts  offered  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  fr^m  slaves,  and  so  purporting 
to  be  on  its  face,  in  open  and  wilfu  violation 
of  what  he  knew  to  be  the  rules  of  this  House, 
and  insulting  to  a  large  portion  of  Its  members. 
Does  the  gentleman,  even  In  the  latitude  which 
he  g^ves  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  that  it 
includes  slaves  t  If  he  does  not,  he  has  wilfoUy 
violated  the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  feelings 
of  ita  me^ibetB.  Does  that  gentleman  know 
that  there  are  laws  in  all  the  slave  Statea,  and 


here,  for  tlie  punishment  of  those  who  excite 
insnrrection  ?  I  can  tell  him  that  there  are 
such  things  as  grand  juries;  and  if,  nr,  the 
juries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not  they 
have,  proper  intelligence  and  spirit,  he  may  yet 
be  moine  amenable  to  another  tribunal,  and  we 
may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  condign 
punishment  Hr.  T.  said  that,  when  he  first 
took  his  seat  here,  and  heard  daily  denonciations 
of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  every 
vile  epithet  heaped  npon  them — a  people  fco* 
whom  he  claimed,  to  say  the  very  least,  the 
proudest  equality — he  was  excited  almost  to 
the  point  of  frenzy.  Now  he  found  himself 
sitting  quietly  nnder  tiiese  things,  when  be  saw 
his  new  colleagues,  not  more  excitable  than  he 
was,  in  the  same  state  of  feeling  in  whicli  he 
was  at  the  last  ses^on.  Sir,  it  la  a  most  in- 
structive commentary  npon  the  gradual  wear 
and  tear  of  filing,  and  the  cooling  of  that  Just 
indignation  which  every  Southern  man  should 
feeL  Sir,  if  I  desired  the  breaking  up  of  this 
Government,  I  ahonld  thank  .the  gentleman 
teom  Masaadrasetta  toe  his  course  on  this  snb- 
Jjeot  AU  we  derire^  sir,  Is  an  Issne,  a  ftir  and 
distincA  issue.  If  «ntlemen  think  slavery  an 
abomination,  and  utat  they  have  a  right  to 
abolish  it,  why  not  oome  up  to  the  point,  and 
say  so  t  I  wiU  f^ive  them  for  all  the  past  if 
they  will  do  it  We  shall  then,  dr,  soon,  very 
soon,  settle  this  question  forever. 

Mr.  Hatkbs  said  that,  believing  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  might 
be  more  readily  obtained  by  a  resolntion  in  a 
different  form,  he  would  send  to  the  table  the 
following  amendment : 

Strike  ont  all  after  "IteaolMd,^'  and  insert — 

"That  JoHir  QniHcr  Adaid,  a  BqmseDtaUve 
from  the  State  of  HassMhiwetts,  has  rendered  him- 
self jostlj  liable  to  ttie  severest  oensoro  of  tliis 
Honae,  and  is  oensored  acoordin^y,  for  tiaving  at- 
tempted to  present  to  the  Hrase  the  petitton  of 
fll*Tea." 

Mr.  Oravoxb  said  this  was  a  question  of 
extreme  delicacy,  and  one  which  he  hoped 
wonld  not  be  olosed  by  the  previous  question. 
His  honorable  friend  from  Massaohosetts  (Mr. 
Aduis)  knew  that  no  man  in  this  House  had 
more  sincerely  stood  by  him  on  the  right  of 
petition  than  he  (Mr.  6.)  had.  But  he  (Mr.  O.) 
must  express  bis  surprise  tfaa^  with  papers  in 
his  hand  from  sources  of  whteh  he  was  igno- 
rant, and  of  the  genuineness  of  which  he  haa 
expraned  a  doubt,  he  (Mr.  Adaub)  ahould  have 
assumed  the  responsibility  he  had  &]a  6bj 
assumed.  He  (Ur.  O.)  was  surprised  that  that 
gentieman,  holding  the  right  of  petition  as  one 
of  the  most  sacred  ri^ts  granted  to  this  people, 
should  ever  have  cbewened  the  value  of  uiat 
right,  by  presenting  indiscriminately  papers 
enclosed  to  him,  (Mr.  Auamb,)  when  he  was 
himself  ignorant  of  the  names,  condition,  or 
characters,  of  those  who  forwarded  them.  He 
was  the  more  suipiised  that  a  p^»er  from  this 
immediate  vidni^,  and  puportiag  to  bear  the 
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Bignatnres  of  those  who  are  Tepresented  hj  a 
geotleman  (Ur.  Fattton)  sittiiig  on  the  left  of 
tite  gentleman  from  Massaohnsetts,  and  with 
whom  that  gentleman  was  on  intimate  terms, 
shoold  hare  hem  presented  to  this  Hoiue  with- 
out Bome  inqurx  haTing  been  made  aa  to  the 
oharaoter  ci  tbow  whose  Dunes  were  attached 
to  the  petition,  or  without  the  gentieman  (Hr. 
Abahs)  being  possessed  of,  or  havli^  guarded 
himself  bj,  the  raqnirite  inf^wmation  m  relation 
to  tiie  petition  he  was  ahont  to  present  It 
was  weu  known  that  no  man  here  deprecated 
more  than  he  (Mr.  Q.)  did  the  decision  of  the 
Ohur  in  tjriDg  down  members  of  the  Honse 
under  the  resuation  ct  the  laii  and  the  present 
year. 

This  question,  as  now  presented,  waa  one  of 
deep  interest.  He  felt  bound  to  say  that  a 
certain  class  of  the  oommonity  were  too  ready 
to  change  their  groond,  and  to  hide  their 
(^liidons  on  the  abolition  oT  slaTCry  under  the 
denial  of  tiie  right  of  petition.  He  had  in  his 
mind  men,  not  OTdinary  men,  who,  feeling  that 
this  right  has  bem  n^jastiy  abridged,  have 
enlisted  themselves  in  a  canse  in  wmoh  they 
would  never -otherwise  have  en^tged;  men 
who,  only  one  year  ago,  were  as  mach  opposed 
to  the  abolition  of  aAvery  as  any  man  in  this 
House,  but  who  are  now  found  within  its  ranks. 
These,  be  said,  were  not  ordinary  ratizens,  but 
those  who  stood  forth  to  the  community  in  that 
enviable  relief  which  talent  gives  to  virtue. 
It  was  not  to  be  disguised,  and  he  felt  tmnnd 
to  declare,  thal^  if  the  House  wi^ed  to  for- 
ward the  cause  of  abolition,  they  would  pass 
these  hasty  resolationa.  Ko  man  in  this  nantm 
held  the  right  of  petitimi  undw  the  otnatitn- 
tioQ  m<H«  sacred  tiuui  he  did ;  but  it  waa  doe 
to  hlms^  to  repeat,  what  be  had  heretofore 
stated,  that  so  long  as  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  should  continue  their  present 
policy,  he  did  not  believe  that  Congress  had 
any  just  power  to  interfere  in  this  question,  nor 
that  either  philanthropy  or  patriotism  demanded 
it;  that  in  his  opinion,  at  the  time  of  the 
cession  of  this  District,  it  was  no  more  con- 
templated that  ^avery  riiould  be  abolished  here 
before  it  was  in  the  suironnding  country,  than 
that  this  territory  shoold  continue  In  its  present 
porition  after  the  acljoining  States  by  which  it 
had  been  ceded  should  have  ohaiwed  theirs. 
Bat  he  would  si^  to  the  gentlau«nm»n  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Thohpsoh)  and  from  Georgia 
(Ur.  Hatubs)  tiiat,  if  this  rescdntion  was  pushed 
to  a  vote  of  censure,  its  effect  <m  the  commu- 
nity would  be  most  serious. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which  he  suggested  to  his  friend  from  Bonth 
Carolina  (Mr.  Tuoupbok)  to  aco^  as  a  modi- 
fication : 

Retolvtd,  That  Sows  QriKcr  Adaks,  a  tnember 
from  the  State  of  Maaaadmsetts,  by  his  attempt  to 
faitroduce  into  this  House  a  petition  from  slaves,  for 
tiie  abolitiOB  trf'  riavery  la  the  Disbict  of  Coliunbta, 
eomntftted  sn  oatiage  on  the  ririits  ai^  feelitua  of  a 
luge  portitn  of  the  pooiple  of  ws  Unloa ;  «£^nat 
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oontenqit  wt  the  digiu^  of  tUs  Boose ;  and,  by  ex- 
teudUiut  to  slaves  a  itrivUece  oldy  beloqsfaig  to  fre^ 
men,  mrectly  fairites  the  slave  population  to  in8U> 
rectloD;  and  that  the  siid  meoiber  be  fbrthwifli 
csUed  to  the  bar  of  the  Hoose,  and  be  censored  hf 
the  Speaker. 

Mr.  W.  Tbomfsok  aeoepted  tlie  modifioation, 

Mr.  Lbwis,  as  a  member  from  the  fionth,  waa 
not  di^>osed  to  argue  this  questiw  bwe.  He 
wished  to  see  wheub^er  there  was  the  power  <» 
the  will  to  discountenance  such  proceedings  as 
these.  If  not,  the  membsn  ttom  tiie  wnth 
had  better  go  home  and  prepare  to  protect 
themselves. 

Mr.  Patton  thought  the  House  was  proceed- 
ing rather  liar^y  in  tiiis  matter.  The  resolu- 
tion asserted  two  facta :  first,  that  the  pi^r 
was  a  petition  by  slaves  for  the  abolition  <^ 
slavery.  Was  that  the  fact?  Was  any  gentle- 
man here  authorized  to  state  that  this  was  a 
paper  for  the  abolition  d  daveryt  It  was 
eaentially  important,  befine  the  House  waa 
eaQed  «i  to  act,  that  tli^  shoold  know  whether 
this  was  the  fact  or  not .  The  reeolotion  asserted 
also  another  fact :  that  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts  attempted  to  ofier  this  petition. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  understood  that  this  was  not  the 
ftet  He  thought  he  should  be  disposed  to  go 
as  far  as  those  who  would  go  &rthest  in  adqit* 
ing  any  proper  couise  for  arresting  these 
attempts  to  procure  the  action  of  the  House  in 
relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  anywhere  else.  He 
should  be  ready  to  go  to  tiie  utmost  extent  of 
his  constitutional  powers  to  arrest  that  action, 
dtber  by  the  lefoslative  intervention  of  the 
^mse,  in  its  ordinaiy  course,  or  by  reforiug 
to  recdn  the  petitions,  or  by  inflietii^  cenaon 
on  monbers  transgressing  ue  bounds  of  th^ 
duty  to  keep  up  an  exdtement  on  the  subject 
But  let  us  know  (sud  Mr.  P.)  what  We  are 
doing.  Suppose  that  this  petition  waa  a  quia; 
and  that,  so  far  from  being  a  petition  for  tJu 
abolition  of  slavery,  it  was  a  petiton  for  a  veiy 
different  thing.  Mr.  P.  would  otfject  as  mncA 
to  the  one  proposition  being  presented  here  as 
the  other.  But  let  the  House,  before  it  in- 
volved itself  in  this  solemn  proceeding,  before 
it  took  this  decided  and  hazardous  step  of 
bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  House  a  member  of 
its  body,  as  having  violated  its  rights,  know  on 
what  grounds  they  were  prooeedmg. 

Were  the  Ihcts  as  they  were  stated  to  be! 
Had  any  such  petition  been  presented  <a  offered 
by  a  member  of  the  House?  He  r^retted  to 
be  involved  in  this  exoitement  on  groonds 
which  might  turn  out  to  be  more  of  a  farce 
tlian  a  tragedy.  He  expected  it  would  be  found 
that  neither  the  one  &ot  nor  the  other,  assumed 
in  the  resolution,  was  true. 

Mr.  Adams  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not 
know  under  what  rule  of  the  House  the  several 
resolotiinis  which  had  been  presented  in  relation 
to  himself  had  taken  the  place  of  the  resolution 
wmotioasubmitted  by  his  friend  from  Viivinia, 
(Ifr.  PAncor^  nov  how  it  had  hi^fiaMa  that 


Digitized  by 


S70 


ABBIDGIIBHT  OF  THE 


H.  or  B.] 

this  matter  had  come  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  whilst  a  qaestion  was  pendiog 
whether  a  paper  previously  presented  by  him 
(Mr.  A.)  shoald  be  taken  from  the  Speaker^s 
table  and  returned  to  him.  The  Speaker,  he 
premimed,  knew  how  this  had  oome  eboat. 

The  Sfukkb  explidned  that  this  bad  been 
effected  under  the  operations  of  that  well- 
established  pariiamentary  law,  which  gave  pre- 
cedence to  qnestioQS  of  privilege  over  all  other 
basiness. 

3tr.  Adamb.   Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied. 

In  regard  to  the  resolutions  now  before  the 
House,  as  they  all  concur  in  naming  me,  and  in 
charing  me  with  high  crimes  and  mlsdemeaa- 
ora,  and  in  calling  me  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
to  answer  for  my  crimes,  I  have  thought  it  was 
my  duty  to  remain  silent  nntil  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  act  either  on  one  or 
otiiOT  oi  these  resolations.  I  suppose  that,  if  I 
ahan  be  brought  to  tiie  bar  of  the  House,  I  shall 
not  be  atrudt  mute  tiie  prevlons  question, 
befive  I  have  an  opptntanhy  to  a^  a  woid  or 
two  in  my  own  defence. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  are  reaHj  consnmiitt  the 
time  of  ute  House  In  such  a  manner,  that  I 
think  Uie  obligation  rests  upon  me  to  ask  them 
to  modify  t^dr  resolution.  It  may  be  as  severe 
as  they  propose ;  but  I  ask  them  to  diange  ^e 
matter  of  fact  a  little,  so  that  when  I  come  to 
the  bar,  I  may  not,  in  one  single  word,  pat  an 
end  to  their  resolution. 

The  genttemen,  who  have  such  a  laudable 
zeal  for  the  slaveholding  portion  of  this  con- 
federacy, and  I  do  not  oensure  them  for  that 
seal,  charge  upon  me,  first,  that  I  attempted  to 
present  a  petition  tnm  daves ;  and,  secondly, 
tJiat  that  petition  was  for  their  emancipation 
from  davery.  I  did  not  present  the  petition, 
and  I  ap|)eal  to  the  Speaker  to  say  that  I  did 
not.  I  said  I  had  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  slaves ;  I  did  not  say  what  the 
prayer  tjf  the  petition  was ;  I  said  it  was  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  frx>m  slaves,  signed 
partiy  by  crosses  for  signatures,  and  parUy  by 
letters,  scarcely  legible,  purportiog  to  he  names. 
I  asked  the  Speaker  whether  he  considered  snch 
a  paper  as  included  within  the  general  order 
of  the  House,  that  all  petitions,  memorials,  res- 
olutions, and  papors,  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of 
davery,  should  be  laid  on  the  table.  I  intended 
to  take  the  dedsion  of  the  Speaker  bdbre  I 
went  one  step  towards  presenting,  en-  ofibring 
to  present,  that  petition.  I  stated  distinctly  to 
the  Spes^ker  that  I  should  not  send  the  paper 
to  the  table  antil  the  question  was  decided, 
whether  a  paper  from  persons  declaring  them- 
selves slaves  was  included  within  the  order  of 
the  House.   This  is  the  fact. 

Now,  as  to  the  foot  what  the  petition  was 
fiR-.  X  umply  state  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Lswis,)  who  has  sent  to  the 
table  a  resolution  assoming  that  this  petition 
was  for  the  abidition  <tf  uavery;  I  state  to 
him  that  he  ii  nrfstolwin.  He  mwt  amend  Us 
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resolntitm ;  for,  if  the  House  should  choose  to 
read  the  petition,  I  can  state  to  them  they 
would  find  it  something  very  mudi  the  reverse 
of  that  which  the  resMUtion  states  it  to  be : 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  still  shall 
choose  to  min^  me  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  he 
must  amend  his  resolution  in  a  very  important 
partieular ;  for  he  probaUr  may  have  to  put 
into  it,  that  my  crime  has  been  ior  attempting 
to  introduce  the  petition  of  daTea  that  slavery 
should  not  he  aboUahed.  This  is  potnibl^  sir. 
I  say,  then,  the  gentleman  must  amend  his 
resolution ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  he 
and  the  House  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
seeing  what  that  petition  is,  and  that  they  must 
not  take  it  even  from  my  representation.  This 
representation  I  am  perfectiy  willing  to  make, 
if  the  House  shall  think  fit  that  ue  petition 
should  be  received  and  oonddered ;  and  I  shall 
be  witling  to  do  almost  any  thing,  except  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  for  the  gentle- 
nun  from  Alabama  may,  perchance,  find  that 
the  oUeet  of  the  petition  is  predsely  that 
which  he  dedres  to  accomplish ;  and  that  these 
slavM,  who  have  sent  this  paper  to  nte,  are  his 
auxiliaries,  instead  of  being  his  opjponeots.  I 
state  these  facts  for  the  couuderation  of  the 
House.  I  shall  not  present  the  petition  ui^ 
the  decision  of  the  House  has  been  announced; 
and  I  am  ^sposed  to  be  perfectiy  submisnve 
to  that  deoidoD,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  Kew  York,  said  that  the 
Aitnre  historian,  when  arriving  at  the  trsns- 
actions  of  tlie  twenty-fourth  Congress,  would 
find  it  requisite  to  pause  and  contemplate  the 
spectacle  now  before  us  and  the  American 
people.  He  wUl  be  at  &ult  to  discover  the 
cause  for  the  scenes  now  presoited ;  and,  con- 
templating the  nature  of  our  political  Institu- 
tions, tracing  their  formation  and  establishment, 
he  will  find  nothing  which  would  necessarily 
produce  or  justify  the  course  of  proceedings 
which  have  occurred  here  for  the  last  and  pres- 
ent sitting  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,) 
why  is  it,  tiien,  that  we  are  weekly,  and  almost 
duly,  drawn  into  the  ccmslderation  of  abstract, 
impracticable,  and  (Mr.  M.  sud  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say)  improper,  if  not  reprehensible 
subjects,  by  the  course  adopted  by  the  vener- 
able member  from  Massachusetts!  (Mr.  Adams.) 
Is  it  from  any  defect  in  the  forms  or  principles 
of  our  proceedings!  Is  it  inhorat  In  the 
oonipaot  upon  which  rests  all  that  is  valnable 
in  our  institutions!  Is  it  to  be  found  and 
Justified  in  the  condition  and  circmnstanoes  of 
our  country !  Can  1^  be  traced  to  a  want  of 
patriotic  devotion  in  any  considerable  portion 
of  our  country  to  the  Unicn!  Would  it  be 
charitable  to  attribute  it  to  any  disappointment 
of  individual  ambition,  seeking  revenge  for 
snch  disw^iutments  in  attempting  to  ruin 
that  which  it  could  not  rule ! 

On  no  one  of  these  inquiries,  Mr.  Speaker, 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  con  we  find  a  satisfactory  solu- 
'ti4L  of  the  question  why  we  are  now  present- 
ing to  the  oauatfx  the  dejdonUe  ^teetade, 
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ihown  off  eve^  petitdui  da;-,  by  the  hraonble 
member  from  JfaHAohnsetta,  In  presenting  the 
abolition  petitions  of  his  infiitaated  friends  and 
constitnente.  The  House  has,  with  a  nnanimity 
almost  nnparaUeled,  prescribed  a  rale  for  its 
government  in  respect  to  these  petitiona,  witii 
which  it  is,  upon  experience,  as  well  (ICr.  M. 
Tentnred  the  opinion)  as  the  considerate  men 
of  all  parties,  in  eveiy  portion  of  the  oonfedsr- 
aej,  wdl  aattified.  Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  made  himself  to  believe  that  it  was  Us 
dotjr,  agf^t  the  sense  of  the  whole  Hoose, 
(Mr.  M.  belieTed,  with  bnt  few  exceptions.) 
against  the  sense  of  the  whole  coontry,  indad- 
ing  his  own  political  friends,  (if  any  he  has,)  to 
resist  the  ezeontion  of  that  rale  with  a  degree 
of  violence  paralleled  only  by  revolntionary 
madness  of  desperation.  8ir,  (said  Mr.  K^)  it 
becomes  me,  the  House,  and  the  oonntry,  to  re- 
member that  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massaohasetts  has  ocoapied  the  executive  ohair, 
and  administered  the  dnties  of  the  highest 
office  of  the  civiliied  world.  And  it  becomes 
us,  also,  to  respect  his  gray  hairs,  his  old  ace, 
his  long  pnblio  aearioes,  and  to  seek  oat  Sfiolo- 
ries  and  enmses  in  his  behalf  if  posrible.  for 
the  obstinacy  and  ebaUitions  of  tegiper  wmoh 
on  these  oocasiong  he  bo  often  exhibits,  and 
which  is  so  mnch  opposed  to  cool  deliberation 
and  tiie  dignity  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Honse.  Tbaa  shielded  and  protected  by  his 
age  and  public  character,  it  has  been  matter  of 
snrprise  to  those  who  are  not  spectators  of  our 
proceedings,  that  a  meml>er  of  nis  great  learn- 
ing and  experience  should  so  far  forget  his  dig- 
nity as  to  presnme  apon  that  age  and  character 
as  a  ficense  to  him  to  annoy  md  trifle  with  the 
Honse  and  its  most  solemn  imd  sati^setory 
regnlations. 

Sir,  (said  Ifr.  tf.,)  while  we  oontam^ate  the 
character  and  respect  the  age  of  the  honoraUe 
member,  charity  claims  that  we  shoold  also 
remember  the  frailty  of  onr  nature,  and  that 
man  ia  mortal.  It  would  be  ninnst  to  believe 
that,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  the 
honorable  member  wonld  have  adopted  the 
course  of  action  which,  at  this  late  period  of 
his  life,  seems  to  control  biro.  The  high  noon- 
tide of  that  life  has  long  tAnoe  passed  with  him, 
and  its  wane  is  no  donbt  upon  him,  before  he 
is  either  aware  or  sensible  of  it ;  for  it  oannot 
be  b^eved  that,  in  the  days  of  his  more  aoate 
peroeptions,  he  eoold  have  yielded  to  inflnoices 
-whien  now  seem  to  have  the  mastery. 

Ur.  M.  had  always  viewed  this  anesHon  of 
abolition  and  its  progreBS  with  uie  deepest 
sollcitnde,  as  affedfog  the  politioal  integrity  of 
the  confederaoy.  In  the  formation  at  this 
Union  it  was,  as  we  well  k^iw,  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  to  be  overoome,  and  was  only 
snrmonnted  by  a  spirit  of  oonoeaeion  and  com- 
promise which  it  is  feared  does  not  exist  now. 
Li  that  oompromise,  we  of  the  free  States 
agreed  to  the  doctrine  of  non-interferenoe  in 
the  domestio  institutions  and  oimcema  ^>the 
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others.  Some  few  of  oar  people,  however, 
pretendiiw  to  a  holy  zeal,  worthy  of  a  better 
and  more  lawful  cause,  inflnenoed  by  what  they 
claim  to  be  paramount  considerations  to  the 
obligations  of  the  constitation  and  the  integrity 
of  ina  repubUo,  regardless  of  consequences,  in- 
Bdiooaly  violate  the  ffl>irit  of  the  compact  by 
inteiftring  with  the>tibjeet  in  this  District. 
And  we  are  now  again  called  upon  by  onr 
Sonfhem  brethren  to  know  whether  we  wUl 
live  up  to  the  agreement  wee  have  made; 
whether  we  will  keep  the  Mth  and  perform 
onr  ban;un.  This  is  the  trae  question  pro- 
pounded to  OB  in  all  these  proeeediogs.  And, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Ur.  JL,)  as  for  me  and  my 
household,  my  constituents  and  friends,  I  say, 
without  reservation,  we  will.  Is  there  a  patn- 
otio  heart  in  this  lidl,  in  this  nation,  is  there  a 
friend  to  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  who  can 
answer  that  he  will  not?  Ur.  M.  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  one ;  and  he  therefore  asked 
that  honorable  members  from  the  Sonth  should 
give  themselveB  no  onea^eis  on  acconnt  at 
these  ill-advised  prooeedlnn.  Ur.  If.  rdied 
upon  the  patriotism  and  good  fldth  <^  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Kwth  to  abide  by  the  compact  they 
have  made.  He  knew  that  this  reliance  wonld 
not  fail 

Ur.  W.  THiniFeoN  was  sorry  to  see  the  air  of 
levity  which  It  is  attempted  to  throw  over  this 
matter.  He  felt  very  differently.  What,  lir,  is 
it  a  mere  trifle  to  hoax,  to  trifle  with  the  mem- 
bers from  the  South  in  this  way  and  on  this 
subject  ?  Is  it  a  light  thing,  for  the  amusement 
of  others,  to  irritate,  almost  to  madness,  the 
whole  delegation  from  the  dave  States?  Sir, 
it  is  an  Wf^vatiou.  It  is  intimated  that  the 
petition  ao9»  not  pray  tat  the  aholiti<ai  of  slav- 
ery, hot  a  Terr  different  ol^ect  It  makes  not 
the  sHi^test  d^^noe ;  it  is  the  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a  petitim  from  davea  fcnr  any  olject ; 
as  insolent  if  it  be  for  one  poroose  as  for  an- 
other. It  is  the  naked  fact  of  the  presentation 
of  a  petition  from  slaves.  But,  sir,  there  is 
another  view  of  this  matter,  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, makes  the  thing  worse.  The  genti  eman 
from  Uassachusetts  had  been  presenting  abdi- 
tion  petitions  all  the  morning ;  it  is  his  daily 
labor  of  love  ;  and  I  appeal  to  every  member 
on  the  floor,  if  the  conduct  of  the  member  was 
not  such  as  to  induce  every  one  to  believe  that 
it  was  an  ab<dition  petition.  He  allowed  reso- 
lutiiHU  to  be  presented  on  that  snpponlioo,  and 
speeohea  to  be  made,  witfaont  undeceiving  the 
Honse.  This  trifling  was  an  additional  con- 
tempt of  the  Honse ;  how  much  befltting  the 
age  and  standing  of  the  gentieman  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say. 

Ur.  T.  then  fhrther  modifled  his  resdntkn 
by  sabstitatiDg  the  three  ^owhig  resdnticHu: 

1.  Betolved,  That  the  hononble  Jomn  Q.  Abahi, 
by  an  eETort  to  present  a  petition  Irom  daves,  baa 
committed  a  gross  contempt  of  ^is  House. 

S.  Ji£talMdy  Thai  the  member  from  Hsssachasetts 
above  named,  by  creating  the  impreadon  and  leav- 
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ing  the  Houea  under  mch  intprcwon,  that  the  aud 
petltioa  wu  for  the  aboUtUn  of  dvrerj^  irhen  he 
knew  tint  it  wu  Dot,  has  trifled  with  the  Hoiu^ 

8.  Resoived,  That  the  honorable  JosH  Q.  Apaxs 
rcceiro  the  censure  of  the  House  for  bis  oonduot 
referred     in  the  preceding  resolutiooa. 

Mr.  PioKENs  observed  that  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  address-  the  House  upon  this 
subject ;  he  had  not  intended  to  utter  one  vord, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  that  fell  from 
liis  friend  trofn  VirKiQia,  (Mr.  Wiss,)  and  that 
he  would  novr  endearw  to  preserve  all  the 
calmness  he  could,  considering  the  momentous 
topics  wbioh  had  been  drawn  into  this  discus- 
sion.  Mr.  P.  perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  in  reference  to 
the  resolutions  which  the  member  from  Charles- 
ton (Mr.  Finokhbt)  introduced  last  session,  and 
which  had  been  sabstanti&UT  adopted  again  at 
thu  session,  by  which  all  this  class  of  petitions 
bad  bera  received  into  this  House.  They  were 
miserable  and  pitifbl  resolutions;  pitiful,  he- 
oaose  they  had  trifled  with  the  rights  of  the 
Booth,  and  trifled  with  the  rights  of  this  House. 
He  could  thank  Crod  that  he  bad  nothing  to  do 
with  their  passage,  and  the  deep  responsibility 
they  had  brought  down  upon  their  authors. 
He  would  say,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kew  York,  (Mr.  Geasokb,)  in 
censure  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  South  who 
supported  those  resolutions,  *^Thon  canst  not 
say  I  did  it"  When  those  resolations  passed, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  prodict6d  what  had  now  come  to 
pass :  the  scenes  which  we  now  see  puring 
around  us — the  introdncUon  <d  all  Idnda  of  vile 
petitions  from  free  negroes  and  ajaves,  which, 
under  Uie  nsoluttons,  are  treated  with  the  re- 
spect, in  advance,  of  having  them  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table.  But  (said  Mr.  P.)  altlioagh 
these  were  hla  opinions,  yet,  as  long  as  we  were 
members  of  this  oody,  we  were  bound  to  main- 
tain its  dignity,  and  do  what  we  could  to  pr^ 
vent  scenes  calculated  to  harass  and  insult  the 
feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  by  calling  down  our  censure  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
for  his  wanton  attempt  to  introduce  the  rights 
of  slaves  upon  this  Boor,  and  by  avowing  he 
held  a  paper  in  his  pocket  puipOTting  to  be  a 
peUtion  from  slaves,  ngnea  oy  twenty-two. 
Mt,  P.  Bud  this  admitted  that  he  had  commn- 
nieation  with  davea,  and  was  evidencCj  in  law, 
<tf  oollnsion.  It  broke  down  the  principle  that 
the  slave  could  only  be  known  through  bis 
master.  For  this  he  was  indictable,  under 
statute,  for  aiding  and  abetting  insorreotion ; 
and  for  such  conduct  is  he  not  amenable  to  the 
censure  of  this  House?  The  privily  of  speech 
protected  a  member  from  bemg  questioned  be- 
f<HV  any  other  tribunal,  bat  does  not  exempt 
him  from  being  questioned  before  this  House. 

Mr.  Oi-MBBBLEiia  obsonred  that  he  was  not 
among  the  number  of  those  who  despaired  of 
the  safety  of  the  Union,  let  the  hurricane  come 
from  what  qnartw  it  would — from  the  North 
or  from  the  Sooth.  There  was  sa£Soient  virtue 


and  power  amoo^  a  lai^  popnlation,  in  ev«7 
quarter  of  the  Union,  to  keep  the  two  extremes 
from  breaking  down  the  pillars  of  the  eonfeder- 
aey,  whether  threatened  with  fflnaticiam<m  th* 
one  hand,  or  iiuiuTe<4i<m  on  the  other.  This 
was  the  wst  time  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  ev«r  risen  to 
Bpeiok  upon  this  sal^Jeot;  he  had  felt  as  gwtle- 
men  from  the  Sontn,  when  the  honcmble  mem- 
ber from  Alabama  (Mr.  Lxwis)  presented  his 
resolution ;  he  felt,  that  great  as  the  saerifios 
was  to  bring  to  the  bar  of  Hum  Honse  one  who 
had  occupied  the  highest  station  on  earth,  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  yet  thooght 
that  it  ought  to  be  made.  Bat  now,  aftw  hav- 
ing heard  the  explanation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Adams,)  he  viewed  the  sablect 
altogether  in  a  different  light.  It  wpearea  to 
him  that  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Adams)  had  been 
hoaxed  by  stone  yonng  men  in  lyederiokabnra^ 
The  two  gentl«nen  from  Bonth  Gandina  (lur. 
PioKSNS  and  Mr.  Thompson)  most  pard<mhimfiir 
attaching  less  importance  to  this  whole  affiur  as 
it  now  stood,  and  if  he  conld  not  treat  it  with 
the  same  solemnity.  The  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  evidently  been  not  only 
hoaxed  in  regard  to  the  Prederioksburg  petition, 
but  insisted  m  the  very  petiti<Hi  for  maUiw  the 
inquiry  about  which  he  was  now  siraigned  be- 
fore the  Honse.  Tlie  craitents  of  the  petition 
were  known  in  this  Honse  before  the  gentieman 
from  Massachusetts  annoonced  them.  It  was 
manifestly  designed  to  make  him  appear  ridicu- 
lous, by  presenting  a  petition  prying  for  his 
own  expuIsiaL  It  came  fr«n  a  alaveholdiog 
qnarter,  and  was  no  doabt  designed  to  insult 
nim  tm  presenting  so  freqnently  abolition  petl- 
tionsL 

Mr.  PiKCKNBT  sidd  that,  tram  the  peeoliar 
position  in  which  he  stood  in  relation  to  this 
question,  he  was  constrained  to  throw  himself 
npm  the  indolgenoe  of  the  Honse.  He  oononr^ 
red  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Idwis.)  that  this  subject  ought  not  to  be 
discussed  liy  Southern  members.  Oppoeed,  as 
he  always  was,  to  the  agitation  of  the  subject 
of  slavery  on  that  floor,  he  was  deddedly  <^ 
opinion  that  now,  more  than  ever,  under  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  [oesent  casc^ 
no  Southern  delegate  should  have  said  a  wwd. 
The  decision  of  the  qne^on  should  have  besa 
left  entirdy  to  the  members  frun  the  non^ve- 
holding  portions  of  the  Union.  He  was  euro 
tint,  if  the  decision  was  left  to  them,  without 
any  of  tb^  exited  debate  which  always  inr- 
jnres  a  cause,  however  intriusioally  good,  the 
enlightened  patriotism  and  liberal  feeling  of  the 
members  from  the  ncm-slavehotdlng  States 
would  have  done  all  that  was  necessary  either 
to  satisfy  the  injured  feeling  of  the  South,  or 
to  maintain  the  order  and  dignity  of  that  hon- 
orable House,  both  of  which  had  been  outraged 
by  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  agamst  whom 
resolutions  of  censure  had  been  moved.  But, 
instead  simply  demanding  the  aoUon  <u  the 
House  upon  this  matter,  and  having  the  seal  of 
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its  reprobaUoa  placed  instantly  and  promptly 
npon  the  indignity  that  had  been  offered  both 
to  the  Sonth  and  to  the  Hoose,  member  after 
member  bad  risen,  speech  after  nieech  had  been 
made,  resolation  upon  resolution  had  been  offer- 
ed, by  Southern  members,  nntil  excitement  had 
risen  to  the  very  highest  pitch  ;  and,  now, 
what  was  the  consequence  I  Why,  the  geqtle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  tells  ns  that,  if  the 
gentlemen  who  have  moved  these  resolutions 
widi  to  have  hha  oanmred  by  the  H^osc^  they 
miut  iDodify  thdr  TeBolntiona,  by  atriking  ont 
all  that  rdatei  to  the  abolition  dAT«y ;  for 
the  petition  which  had  cansod  all  this  ex(^to- 
ment  not  only  does  not  pray  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  oi  Golnmbia,  but  prays 
for  directly  the  reverse,  and  even  denonnoea 
him  (Mr.  Adaics)  for  intermeddlmg  with 
the  snbject.  It  seems,  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  that 
the  petition  which  the  gentleman  offered  to 
pesent  is  not  a  petition  in  point  of  £nct ;  that 
It  is  nothing  more  than  a  quiz,  or  hoax,  which 
has  bwn  puiyed  off  upon  the  geutleman  him- 
self; and  that  probably,  iu  retaliation  for  the 
yA»  praetiaed  on  himself  he  determined  to 
carry  it  s^  further,  by  ploying  it  off  upon  the 
House.  But  whether  the  petiuon  was  gennlDe 
or  not ;  wheUier  it  prayed  lot  the  abdrtim  cf 
dftvery,  or  the  expuhnou  of  the  gentleman  him- 
adf ;  and  whether  the  genHeman  was  in  Jest  or 
earnest,  his  conduct  was  unquestionably  repre- 
heiiaible,  and  such  as  ought  to  be  visited  witii 
the  severest  oensore  of  the  House.  If  the  pe- 
tition was  genuine,  it  was  an  indipiity  to  the 
House  to  have  offered  to  present  it,  purporting, 
as  it  did,  to  oome  from  slaves.  Does  not  the 
gentleman  know  thai  the  right  of  petition  only 
attaches  to  the  free  white  people  of  the  Union, 
aud  that  slaves  can  only  be  heard  in  a  legida- 
tive  bod^  through  the  agency  of  their  owners  I 
But  if  uw  petittoD  was  a  hoax,  then  the  oon- 
dnot  of  the  gentlanaa  iras  still  more  ui^nstiQ- 
able.  It  was  adding  huult  to  iqjory :  first,  by 
cnatiog  the  impresdon  that  it  was  a  genuine 
petition,  and  producing  a  scene  of  unpturalleled 
excitement  in  the  House ;  and  then,  as  if  he 
revelled  in  the  tempest  he  bad  nused,  turning 
it  all  into  ridicule,  by  telling  us  now,  after  a 
protracted  debate  of  several  hours,  that  the 
petition  is  in  favor  of  sUvery,  not  against  it, 
and  that  it  was  more  against  hunself  than  any 
thing  else.  The  gentioman,  if  such  is  his  di»- 
poeition,  may  enjoy  this  joke,  and  ei^oy  this 
scene ;  but  faroea  of  this  kind  neither  suit  the 
humor  of  l^e  daveludding  States,  nor  OMnnwt 
with  flu  oharw^  and  dignity  of  the  Legida- 
ture  ot  the  nation.  But  the  gentl«man  ssy«  he 
did  not  presut  this  petition,  nor  offer  to  pre- 
sent it ;  he  only  stated  that  he  had  snob  a  peti- 
tion, and  inquired  of  the  Ohair  whether  it 
womd  come  under  the  order  (tf  the  Hooae^  by 
which  all  papers  relating  to  slavery  are  directed 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  printing  or 
commitment,  or  any  action  whatsoever. 

It  would  seem,  then,  (aaid  Mr.  F.,)  that  this 
notable  hoax  of  a  slave  meniorial  wis  an  bi- 
Tou  :aiI^18 


Ca  or  B. 

gemous  device,  by  which  the  gentleman  had 
attempted  to  manifest  Ms  contempt  for  an  order 
solemnly  adopted  by  this  House,  under  the  piti- 
fol  pretext  that  because  the  said  hoax  bad  refer- 
ence to  slavery,  it  must,  therefore,  be  received 
and  lidd  upon  the  table,  as  included  in  the  gen- 
eral and  comprehensive  scope  of  the  aforesaid 
order.  If  this  was  the  object  of  the  gentio- 
man, so  far  from  mending  tiie  maUer,  it  only 
made  it  worse ;  fbr,  aoeormng  to  bis  own  show- 
ing, h«  had  not  <Hily  (^fended  the  House,  la 
earnest,  or  trifled  with  it,  if  in  jest,  but,  in 
either  case,  had  determined,  if  poraUe^  to 
throw  ridicule  upon  a  resolution  which  the 
House  had  thought  proper  to  adopt  for  its  own 
governance,  In  relation  to  all  papers  connected 
with  the  sutpject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
Mr.  P.  had  no  doubt  that  this  laudable  motive 
was  duly  appreciated  by  the  House,  and  that 
they  would  manifest  their  high  sense  d  the  in- 
genuity of  the  gentlenian  in  the  manner  that 
became  them. 

After  a  few  incidental  observations  by 
Messrs.  Oavbbklbho.  Lawuol  Wisi,  and  Jbk- 
iFKB,  the  Hooae  amounted,  vithont  coming  to 
any  dedrion. 


TironAT,  Tebroary  7. 
CeTmtn  qf  Mr.  Adam. 
As  soon  as  the  reading  of  the  jonmal  was 
concluded, 

Mr.  Adahs  rose  and  said  the  minutes  on  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings  yesterday  were 
not,  in  one  particular,  sufficiently  explicit.  The 
journal  stated  that  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South 
Carolina,  moved  a  modification  of  Ms  own  res- 
olution '^at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  of- 
Alabama ; "  whereas,  Mr.  A.  contended  thah 
the  Journal  shonld  set  forth  that  Mr.  Lewis  had 
moved,  or  d&nd  to  move,  that  readntiMi  aa 
an  amendment  and  ttiat  then  Mr.  Hhomfboiiv 
of  Bonth  Oarolma,  accepted  it. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Adaus,  Thokfson  of  South  Carolina,  Lawub, 
EvxBETT,  WnxuHS  ot  Kmtncky,  Auksd^  £ir 
uoBB,  and  UxacmBf  the  jonmal  was  amended 
according  to  the  Bn^^don>  of  Mr.  Adaks. 

The  1  douse  then  resumed  the  consideraticm 
of  the  unfinished  bndncss  of  yesterday,  being 
the  "  privileged  question  "  of  censure  embraced 
in  the  following  resolation,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  South  Caroliua : 

**  1.  JUtotved,  That  the  Hon.  Johh  QrniOT  Adahb, 
by  an  eflbrt  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  bai 
eonunitted  a  gross  oontempt  of  this  Home. 

a.  JteoAw^  That  tiie  ntonber  ftom  Hsssscha* 
setts,,  shore  named,  by  creating  the  Impresrion,  and 
learhig  the  House  under  such  impressifm,  that  ssid 
petition  was  for  the  •boUticn  of  fllsveiy,  wiwn  be 
knew  it  wss  not,  has  trifled  with  the  House. 

"  3..  SetolMd,  That  the  Hod.  Josh  Qcinot  Adakb 
receive  ^e  censure  of  the  House  for  his  conduct  re- 
feired  to  m  the  preceding  reaoluUona." 

The  question  pwdiiw  was  the  following^  nilK 
ndtted  as  a  sabiutate  by  Mr.  Hathbb  ; 


Ctmm*  o/Mr.  Adamt. 
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Saelved,  That  Johh  Qcikct  Adamb,  *  Bepre- 
wnUtive  from  the  State  of  HaMdiiuetta,  hu  ren- 
dered himaeU  jostl^  Ikble  to  the  seTraeet  censan  of 
tUs  HoomI;  and  ii  oenanred  aocordindr,  for  hBving 
attempted  to  present  to  thl*  Hoose  the  petitioQ  or 

ikTW." 

Hr.  Jeniteb,  who  vas  entitled  to  the  floor, 
begged  leave  to  propound  an  iDqairy  to  the 
Tecerable  member  from  Uaasacbuaetts,  (Mr. 
Adams.)  He  read  tbe  foUowiog  proceedinss 
from  the  Globe  of  tbis  morning,  and  be  would 
respectfoUy  aek  that  gentleman  if  that  wgort 
Taa  correct : 

*'  Hr.  Aduu  then  proceeded,  and  further  preeeated 
aboUtton  petitfcnti  from  New  Hampthire,  Mew  Yoric, 
MMdgan,  Tfaj^nla,  (niM  litdiei  In  firadilokabaig,") 
Ae. 

*<Hr.  Adaw  neztatated  be  lad  in  Ui  pOflKsrioa 
a  paper,  upon  which  he  widwd  to  bare  a  dedaioa 
of  toe  Speaker.  The  paper,  he  a^d,  came  from 
tweat;  persouB  dedarmg  themaelTes  to  be  alaTes. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  tbe  Speaker  would 
oonaidtf  this  paper  aa  oondng  under  toe  ruU  of  tbe 
House." 

IiSt.  Adaicb  s^d  it  most  be  peifeetlT'  within 
the  recollection  of  the  Bpeaker,  that  That  was 
there  stated  in  ttte  Globe  was  correct  He  did 
not  present  tbe  petition,  but  kept  it  in  Ms  po»- 
aeanon.  He  had  stated  to  the  Speaker  that  he 
bad  in'bia  possession  .a  p^>er  purporting  to  be 
from  twentf-two  slaves,  and  be  had  asked  tbe 
Speaker  whether  a  petition  of  this  kind  would 
eome  under  the  rule  of  tbe  18th  of  January 
last;  and  the  Speaker  said,  as  it  was  a  novd 
qoemoo,  he  would  take  tiie  aenae  of  the  Hovae 
vpou  it  £fe  bad  also  stated,  beftm  he  oom* 
menced  presuting  his  petitKnu^  that  he  bad 
■ome  in  his  pMseanon  whteh  it  had  oocmred  to 
him  were  imporitlons ;  as,  by  the  order  of  the 
IBth  of  January-,  members  who  had  an  attach- 
ment to  the  rint  ot  petition  were  liable  to  im- 
position. He  bad  st^ed  tiiat,  among  the  peU- 
ti<Hi8  which  were  in  bis  poeseesion,  he  had  tiie 
•aroioion  that  some  of  tbem  were  not  genuine ; 
and  be  would  ^peal  to  members  to  say  whether 
he  had  not  given  tiiis  statement  when  he  pre- 
sented several  of  Ms  petitions.  He  bad  given 
tbis  statement  when  ae  stated  he  had  in  bis 
possession  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
darei ;  bnt  be  did  not  say,  and  no  member  of 
the  Boaae  had  tbe  right  to  infer,  that  this  purar 
was  for  the  abttition  of  sbiveiy.  It  was  im- 
possiUe  for  bfan  to  have  said  anj  wadi  tidng; 
tat  If  the  Honse  bad  received  the  petition,  and 
it  had  been  read,  they  would  instantiy  have 
■een  that  he  made  a  false  statement.  He  would, 
Ibrtbermora,  say  that  if  it  had  been  a  petition 
of  slaves  for  tbe  abolition  of  slavery,  lie  should 
at  least  have  paused  before  be  brou^t  the  sub- 
ject t>efore  the  House  in  any  form.  However 
sacred  be  might  hold  the  right  of  petition,  he 
would  still  exercise  a  discretionary  power  in 
bringing  before  the  House  petitions  which  it 
washisot^onoaghtnottobepreeMited:  that 
dinretioBaty  power,  bow«w,  m  woold  «w 


with  pntdenoe,  and  be  would  say  that  the  mere 
ciroumstanoe  of  a  petition  being  from  e^ves 
would  not  prevent  him  from  presenting  it;  and 
if  he  should  have  incurred  tiie  censure  of  the 
Honse  for  so  doii^  be  was  ready  to  receive  it 

Ab  be  bad  before  saMI,  however,  be  had  not 
presented  tUs  petition  to  tbe  House,  and  be  was 
yet  wailing  the  Speaker's  deoidon  before  bo 
ooold  determfaie  whether  he  would  jvesent  it 
If  the  Honse  shoold  dedde  that  it  was  not  a 
paper  which  came  under  the  order  cf  the  16th 
of  January,  and  was  not  admisaible,  he  shonld 
not  present  it  at  all.  Be  would  take  tbis  op- 
portnnity  saying  to  the  Bouse,  that  however 
much  he  might  ^ve  been  misanderstood  by 
gentiemen,  there  was  notiiiug  further  from  his 
mtention  than  to  trifle  with  tbe  House  on  this 
occasion ;  and  never  in  the  course  of  bis  life 
bad  be  intended  to  pay  a  greater  re^>ect  to  the 
rules  of  the  House  and  the  rights  ana  privileges 
of  members.  Had  he  ocmsmted  his  own  nd- 
ings,  he  would  have  presented  tbe  ipa^  to  the 
Honse ;  but,  from  the  respect  he  paid  to  the 
roles  of  the  House,  he  had  asked  the  dedidon 
of  tiie  Obdr  b^lnpe  he  presented  the  Tpapet. 

Hr.  DncwoooEa  said  he  preferred  aotumat  a 
question  of  tbis  cbwacter  rather  than  debate, 
and  he  bad  risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
questing the  genUeman  from  Soutn  Oarolina 
Qii.  Thokpson)  to  accept  a  modlfloation  he 
would  send  to  the  Clerk's  table : 

The  modiflcation  was  read,  aa  follows : 

1.  Sttolvedy  That  tbe  honorable  Jomr  Qmrcr 
Aduu,  a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating  in  hla 
placettiBt  he  had  in  his  pomession  a  p^>er  purport- 
ing to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  inquiibig  If  it 
came  witUn  the  meaning  of  a  rescdntim  heretofore 
adopted,  (as  prcdbidnaiy  to  its  presentation,)  has 
given  eoI(w  to  the  idea  dist  slaves  have  the  ri^t  of 
petition,  and  of  Ua  leadhieea  to  be  their  oigan ;  and 
that  toe  tbe  same  he  deaema  the  osDsore  of  tills 
House.  * 

2.  Retolv«L,  That  the  aforesidd  Jobm  Q.  Adahs 
receive  a  censure  from  the  ^>eaker,  in  the  presence 
of  flie  House  of  Repreaentatives. 

Ur.  Thohpsoh'  accepted  the  above  as  a  sub* 
stitnte  for  his  own  resolutions. 

Mr.  EucosH  trusted  there  was  no  intention 
of  arguing  this  subject,  bnt  that  tiie  South 
would  present  united  action,  and  an  undivided 
front,  and  aofibr  iU  minor  dlmrenoes  of  oidnioa 
tosuo^e. 

He.  L^wuB  then  took  the  floor,  and  indited, 
at  some  lengtii,  tiiat  the  e]q>lanation  of  the 
member  from  Hassaohnsetts  was  any  tiling  bnt 
satisbotory,  and  he  made  an  earnest  loppeal  to 
him  to  retract  what  he  had  done. 

Mr.  BoBKBTsoN  said :  I  have  taken  no  part, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  stormy  debate  which  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gentieman  from 
Massachnsetts  has  elidited.  I  was,  sir,  I  con- 
fess, unwilling  to  trust  to  tbe  emotions  which 
that  conduct  could  not  £^  to  excite  in  tbe 
bosom  of  every  Southern  man.  There  was 
dangw  the  first  impulse  might  hunr  ns  too 
tue^  for  it  ii  ever  in  moaenta  ni  ezdte- 
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ment,  of  exasperation,  sach  as  we  have  just  wit- 
nessed, that  the  most  £eital  preoedentB  are  estab- 
lished, and  tbat,  too,  ojften  nnder  the  inflaenoe 
of  high  and  honorable  motives.  It  Is  due, 
therefore,  to  onraelTes,  to  the  member  impli- 
cated, and  to  the  conntiy,  now  that  some  de- 
gree of  calmness  is  restored,  to  weigh  well  the 
oonseqnenoes  of  the  mMsore  jnopoaed  niider 
sach  circTUBstsnces  for  onradoptton.  To  drag  a 
member  to  the  bar  of  tSila  Hoiue^  and  oaose  faka. 
to  be  pnbliclj  censured  b^  the  Speaker,  must  be 
reguoed  by  him  and  by  all  as  a  heavy  pmiish- 
ment,  and  we  onght  to  be  able  to  give  satis^ 
tory  reasons  for  inflioting  it.  Let  ns  look  to 
the  resolntion  which  professes  to  assign  them. 
It  declares  that  the  member  in  question,  by 
stating  that  he  had  a  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  inqniring  wheth«r  it  came 
within  the  meaning  of  a  certain  resolntion,  as 
preliminary  to  its  presentation,  has  given  color 
to  the  idea  that  elaves  have  the  nght  of  peti- 
tion, and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  organ. 
Tes,  sir ;  we  charge  that  by  stating  %  fact,  and 
making  an  inquiry,  he  has  given  color  to  an 
offendve  idea ;  and  it  is  for  the  crime  of  inti- 
mating tiiat  idea  we  demand  his  pnnidunent 
I  cannot  go  this  length.  So  long  as  I  have  the 
honor  01  a  seat  here  I  win  never  ecmsent,  be 
tiie  consequences  to  myself  personally  what 
they  may,  to  censore  or  expel  any  mnnber  for 
the  utmost  latitude  of  inquiry  or  remark  in 
which  he  may  indulge,  whilst  acting  in  what 
he  may  regard,  however  erroneously,  as  the  dis- 
oharge  of  his  duty,  and  keeping  witiiin  the  lim- 
its of  parliamentaiy'  order.  Let  me  not  be  un- 
derstood as  approving  the  conduct  of  tiie  gen- 
tieman  ftom  Hassachnsetts.  Far  from  it ;  no 
<me  more  strongly  condemns  it,  I  concur 
those  who  thiiu:  that  Le  has  trifled  with  the 
patience  of  the  Honse,  to  the  great  delay  of  its 
business,  and  wantonly  tortured  the  feelings  of 
a  large  portion  of  its  members,  by  ttte  minute- 
ness with  which  he  has  dtvdt  upon  the  contents 
of  offensive  petitions,  and  the  names  and  char- 
acters of  those  who  ugned  them.  I  cannot 
hold  him  guilUess  In  unnecessarily  introducing 
and  enlarging  upon  this  irritating  topic  of  abo- 
lition ;  especially  he  seems  to  me  much  to  blame 
for  leaving  the  House  so  Itmg  under  an  evident 
and  painnd  mistake  in  relation  to  the  petition 
in  his  possession,  by  suppressing  Information  of 
its  contents.  Kor  do  I  believe  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded, by  the  explanation  he  has  offered,  ia 
convincing  one  famntm  being,  except  himself, 
of  tiie  propriety  of  his  course.  Indeed,  in  one 
respect  tiiat  explanation  mnst  rather  be  r^arded 
in  the  light  of  an  togravation,  reiterating,  as  it 
did,  the  offensive  doctrine  that  slaves  have  a 
right  to  send  their  petitions  into  this  hall. 
That  gentieman  is  too  intelligent  to  assert,  in 
his  calmer  moments,  the  preposterous  position, 
that  those  who  under  the  constitution  are  re- 
cognized as  property,  who  constitute  no  part 
of  the  body  politic,  can  exerdse  political  ri^ts. 
He  ought  to  have  fbreseen  the  conseqnenoes 
vhidh  hava  ensoed  from  rnggesQiig  a  donbt 


on  that  subject.  But  whatever  may  be  my 
opinion,  or  uiat  of  the  House,  of  the  absurdity 
or  impropriety  of  ndaog  such  a  question  here, 
it  by  no  means  follows  tbat  we  can  make  it  the 
ground  of  a  penal  proceoding. 
Hr.  Alfobd  addressed  the  Honse  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
would  screen  himself  from  the  censure  of  this 
House,  beeanse  he  has  not  sent  his  petition 
from  davas  to  yonr  taUe.  he  has  sent  the 
Petition  from  the  free  n^roes  of  Fredericka- 
tturg,  and  that  is  as  wrong  and  insulting  to  us 
as  if  it  were  from  slaves.  The  Constitution 
these  United  States  no  more  allows  t^e  one 
than  the  other,  and  both  are  equally  insulting. 
Moreover,  tiie  member  has  said  he  would  n^ 
ref^  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  if  the 
House  did  not  object.  The  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says  he  would  not  offer  an  indignity 
to  this  House ;  the  ftet  speaks  for  itself,  and  is 
more  conclnnve  to  my  mmd  than  all  his  pro- 
fessions. 

Sir,  there  seems  to  be  some  difi^enoe  of 
opinion  amongst  onr  Mends  here^  as  to  what 
coarse  we  oofmt  to  porane  bi  this  awfnl  crida 
of  our  beloved  oomiliy.  Some  onr  friends, 
as  patriotic  as  any,  bavis  urged,  in  this  debate, 
thi^  we  on^t  not  to  sit  here  and  submit  to  this 
oubageoos  course  of  things ;  that  if  it  does  not 
oease,  we  should  go  home.  No,  ur;  no,  sir; 
this  mast  not  be ;  we  will  neither  sabmit  nor 
retire.  If  they  prosecute  this  m^ure  in  this 
House,  by  attempts  at  legislating  us  out  of  onr 
rights,  we  will  resist  it  here  by  le^slative  acts 
as  loi^  as  we  can ;  and  if  at  last  they  prove  too 
strong  for  us,  and  succeed  in  passing  onoonsti- 
totional  laws,  to  rob  us  of  oar  pnmeri;,  to 
murder  oar  wives  and  diildien,  still  we  will 
not  BQlxnit;  Hiey  mnst  change  tiie  oonMatntiui 
before  they  can  Und  na  by  any  lam  of  alxdi^t 
tion ;  this  they  never  can  da  if  the  Sontii  ii 
true  to  itseUL  And  true  we  shall  be^  I  hope  In 
God,  to  oar  oonstitntion,  our  vrives^  onr  chil- 
dren, and  oar  oonntry.  If  still  they  parsae  as 
to  the  last,  and  attempt  to  do  by  force  what 
they  never  can  do  by  law,  we  will  not  be  foand 
wanting ;  we  will  not  desert  this  Oapitol  nor 
this  country.  This  is  the  Old  Dominion ;  this 
land  is  oars  as  well  as  theirs ;  it  was  eeded  by 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  where  slavery  is  toler- 
ated by  law.  Shall  we  leave  it,  then,  to  the 
dominion  of  force,  and  that,  too,  inflioted  by 
the  onhaDowed  arm  of  the  wild  and  worse 
than  savage  fknatio  t  No,  never  1 

I  a^rehend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Soath 
is  not  weQ  anderstood  upon  this  snlgeot.  Partly 
pnrposes  and  nar^  pcdloy  may  have  wevented 
a  fiur  and  Am  ezpreadon  of  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  people  of  all  parties  at  the  South 
upon  this  floor.  The  spirit  of  the  South  has 
nut  been  f^lt  here  as  it  should  have  been.  L^et 
me  tell  genUemen,  it  is  a  firm  and  unoonqaer- 
able  resolution  never  to  sarrender  one  jot  or 
tittie  of  our  constitutional  rights  upon  this  sab- 
je^  WehaveaonmnonintwestinthisOoT- 
emmeat^  a  oamnoa  title  in  tide  capital;  tt 
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bears  the  name  of  the  immortal  Washington, 
and  he  was  a  Bonthem  man.  Shall  we,  then, 
ever  snrrendcr  the  one  or  desert  the  other! 
NOjiiever  I  Never,  nntil  this  fair  city  is  a  field 
Waterloo,  and  tMs  beautiM  Fotomao  a  river 
of  blood. 

ICr.  CcsHzira  said  that  &6  House,  daring  tiie 
wbole  of  yesterday  and  to-di^,  had  been  the 
Boene  of  a  most  exoited  and  verj  discnrrive  d»- 
bc^  branching  ont  into  a  ereat  variety  of  in- 
ddental  topics,  many  of  which  were  but  re- 
motely ctxmected  with  the  question. 
There  was,  in  tmth,  only  one  thing  for  the 
House  to  determine.  Did  the  venerable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  by  the  inqoLry  he 
propounded  to  the  Chair,  violate  any  law  of 
the  land,  or  any  known  parliamentary  rule,  so 
as  to  render  him  liable  to  the  indignant  censure 
of  the  House!  This  was  the  real  t>oint  in  issu& 
on  the  precise  merits  of  the  resolution  moved 
or  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Tta»iraoN.) 

I  have  not  risen  (sud  Ur.  0.)  to  analyze  or 
disenss  that  resolution.  There  ts  no  need  of  it. 
Uy  honorable  colleague  near  me  QSx.  Lriooln) 
has  ably  discharged  this  duty.  He  has  demon- 
strated, temper^dy  but  manfully,  the  nntena:- 
Ueness  of  aU  the  grounds  on  which  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  made  to  rest.  Ihe  sentiments 
expressed  by  him  do  honor  alike  to  his  head 
and  his  heart.  I  declare  my  cordial  concurrence 
in  every  word  he  has  uttered  on  this  ocoamon. 

And,  after  this  declaration,  it  is  but  a  neces- 
sary consequence  to  say  that  to  no  resolution 
of  censure,  based  on  the  matters  now  before  us, 
to  no  rebuke,  ez^wsed  or  implied,  to  no  aetirai 
the  House  that  shall  toudi  tiiat  individual 
(Ur.  Adaks)  with  so  much  as  the  uttermost 
edge  of  the  shadow  of  indignity,  will  I  give  my 
assent.  If^  in  the  present  contingency,  any 
thing  had  transpired  of  itself  tending  to  justify 
the  resolution  of  censure,  I  could  not  ful  to 
remember  tht^  he,  who  is  the  object  of  it,  has 
presided  over  the  destinies  of  my  country ;  that 
he  is  at  this  moment  a  representative,  in  com- 
mon with  myself,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
that,  eminent  as  he  is  by  reason  of  his  long 

gublio  services,  and  the  exalted  stations  he  has 
eld,  be  is  yet  more  eminent  for  his  intellectual 
superiority;  that  bis  character  no  longer  be- 
longs to  his  State  or  his  country,  but  to  the 
history  of  dvilization  and  of  liberty;  and  I 
would  have  members  pimder  well  the  case,  be- 
fore they  proceed,  whetiier  to  gratify  firiends  or 
appease  foes,  to  record  their  votes  in  censure 
of  such  a  man. 

This  House  is  called  upon  to  punish  my  col- 
league, for  the  allied  offence  of  speaking  words 
in  his  place,  and  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
which  give  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  possMs 
the  ri^ht  of  petition.  Was  it  an  offence  I  And 
if  so,  m  what  text  is  the  offence  defined  and  the 
punishment  prescribed  ?  There  is  no  snob  text. 
The  proposition  is,  to  censure  my  colleague  at 
the  mere  will  of  the  House,  its  arbitrary  will, 
for  an  aot  which  (^eods  a  porttni  itf  its  mem- 


bers, by  rising  the  implicatim  of  an  erroneous 
idea.  Whither  is  this  precedent  to  lead  ?  Is  it 
not  utterly  subversive  of  the  freedom  of  debate ) 
A  member  is  not  to  utter  an  opinion,  or  by 
words  of  inquiry  insinuate  an  optnicm,  obnoxious 
to  the  rest  of  uw  House  f  I  most  express  my 
surprise — I  will  not  say  my  indignation,  because 
that  would  infer  reproach — ^tfaat  gentlemen,  who 
eontinnall^  tbemselveB  exercise  w  privilege  ot 
debate  in  its  widest  latitude — who  stretch  it  to 
the  farthest  vet^^ — who  do  in  the  utterance 
of  opinions  offensive  to  a  nuyority  of  the 
House — my  profound  astonishment  that  such 
gentlemen  should  urge  the  arbitrary  puni^- 
ment  of  my  colleague  for  a  pretended  aDose  of 
the  right  Of  debate.  Or  do  members  from  the 
South  conceive  they  are  to  have  the  privilege 
of  speech  exclunvuy  to  theinsdves  ?  If  so,  it 
is  Ume  they  should  awake  fmn  their  sdf-4flla- 
^on. 

Belying,  however,  very  little  on  the  merits 
of  the  question,  gentlemen  seek  to  Justify  their 
purpose  by  other  oonridmitiais.  To  benn, 
diey  denounce,  in  no  measured  terms,  the  dis- 
tinguishing opinions  of  Hassachosetfar  on  the 
subject  of  this  great  question  of  public  liberty, 
indoental  to  the  resolutiw  before  os.  They 
err  most  egr^otuly,  if  they  believe  that  sw£ 
opinions  are  exclusively  peculiar  to  Massachu- 
setts or  to  Kew  Eo^and.  Those  opinions  pre* 
vail  quite  as  extensively  in  the  great  States  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  for  exam- 
ple, as  they  do  in  New  England.  They  are,  in- 
deed, opinions  of  element^  right,  lying  at  the 
very  bottom  of  all  the  political  institutions  of 
the  country.  It  may  be  that  such  (^tiniais  are 
more  sbvngly  held,  and  more  universalfy  under- 
stood,  in  New  England,  than  eleewhwe  in  the 
Uidted  States.  I mi^- not  deny  it.  DenyitI  I 
^ory  in  the  fiwt  It  is  the  pro<tf  and  the  result  of 
our  old  and  persevering  dedioaticHi  to  liberty. 

Gentiemen  talk  to  us  of  these  our  great  fbn- 
damental  rights— as  the  freedom  of  ^teech,  of 
opituon,  of  petition — asif  they  were  denvedfrom 
the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States.  I  scout 
such  a  doctrine.  If  there  were  a  drop  in  my 
veins  that  did  not  rebel  agunst  tlie  sentiment, 
it  would  be  bastard  blood.  Sir,  I  claim  to  be 
descended  from  the  kiug-killing  Boundheads  of 
the  rdgn  of  Charles  the  First ;  through  a  race 
of  men  not  on  remembered  in  peaoe  or  war; 
never  backward  in  the  struggles  irf  liber^ ;  a 
family,  upcm  the  head  of  a  member  of  whioh 
the  first  price  of  blood  was  set  by  Great  IMtdi^ 
in  revenge  of  his  early  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
independence.  I  venerate  their  character  and 
their  principles.  I  am  ready  to  do  as  they  did 
— to  abandon  all  the  advuitages  of  country, 
home,  fortune,  station— to  fly  to  some  western 
wildarnes3->-and  to  live  upon  9.  handfUl  of  parch- 
ed com  and  a  cup  of  cold  water,  with  God*s 
blessing  ou  honest  independetice — sooner  than 
I  will  surrender  one  jot  or  tittle  pf  those  great 
principles  liber^  which  I  have  sucked  in 
with  my  motiier's  milk.  I  disd^n  to  hold  th^se 
lights  by  my  porohment  title.  The  people  of 
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the  OommonTealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  people 
of  every  Btate  of  tbis  Uaion,  came  into  it  in  the 
fall  possession  and  fruition  of  all  these  rights. 
We  did  not  oonstitate  tbis  Oovemment  as  the 
means  of  aoqiuriug  new  rights,  bat  for  the  pro- 
tection of  old  ones,  which  nature  had  conferred 
npon  ju ;  which  the  constitation  rightly  regards 
as  pr»>exiBting  rights ;  and,  as  to  whicui,  all  the 
oonstitatioQ  does  is  to  provide  that  these  rights 
neither  you,  nor  any  power  on  earth,  Bhall 
alter,  abrogate,  or  lUiridgo.  Tfaey  are  rights  of 
Heaven's  own  living,  wb  bold  them  by  the 
aopreme  tenure  itf  revolation.  We  bold  them 
by  the  dread  arUtrament  oi  batUe.  We  bold 
fbem  by  the  eonoesaion  of  a  higher  and  Inoader 
charter  than  all  the  constntutions  in  the  land — 
tbe  free  donation  of  the  eternal  God,  when  he 
made  us  to  be  men.  These,  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  human  freedom,  he  has  implanted  in 
ns,  and  placed  them  before  and  behind  and 
around  us,  for  onr  gnard  and  guidance,  like  the 
cloud  by  day  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
which  led  the  Israelites  through  the  desert.  It 
is  a  liberty,  native,  inborn,  original,  nnderived, 
imprescriptible ;  and  acknowledged  in  the  con- 
stitation  itself^  as  pre<«miiient(y  before  and 
above  the  oonstitatioii. 

Kow,  in  tb^  denimolatians  of  the  North,  it 
Is  these,  the  very  primor^al  rights  of  the  nni- 
versal  pet^le  of  the  United  States,  tbat  gentie- 
men  from  the  South  assail  They  strike  at  the 
ft-eedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  of  speech, 
ont  of  doors — and  the  ri^t  of  petition  and  de- 
bate in  this  House. 

It  seems  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime,  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  non-^aveholding 
States,  that  they  entertain  sentiments  condemn- 
ed by  a  m^rity  of  this  nation.  But  can  it  be 
a  crime  ?  I  appeal  once  again  to  that  portion 
of  the  members  from  the  South  who  are  fore- 
most in  tbis  debate — I  mean  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oandina  QSx.  Tmwnta^  tnd  bis 
friends — who  on  certain  subjects  differ  in  opin- 
ion with  a  great  m^ority  of  their  countrymen ; 
and  I  ask  ^em  whether  they  stand  prepared  to 
abide  by  and  snstain  the  doctrine  that  opinions, 
unacceptable  to  the  m^orify,  are  a  moral  or 
politick  crime?  Will  they  apply  to  themselves 
the  rule  o(  judgment  which  they  urge  so  ve- 
hemently agmnst  the  people  of  the  North? 
Will  they  ddiberately  sanction  such  an  odious 
doctrine?  I  know  t^ey  cannot.  They  must 
perceive  that  it  is  impos^ble  by  any  act  of  the 
will  to  control  the  conolunons  of  the  mind.  It 
is  oar  duty,  in  all  the  contingencies  of  life,  to 
w^h  w^  the  facts  and  the  reasonings  upon 
which  our  judgments  are  to  be  ftmned ;  to  ap- 
ply to  every  question  a  oonsoientioua  dimre  to 
arrive  at  the  truth;  to  spare  no  means  to  Infbrm 
ourselves  rightiy  as  to  the  matters  whiob  the 
mind  is  to  judge.  But  the  result  is  not  a  thing 
within  the  scope  of  the  will.  And  it  is  mon- 
strous, therefore,  to  bring  opinions  to  the  bar 
of  legal  censure.  It  is  a  violation  of  the  inte- 
rior sanctoary  of  a  man's  own  souL  It  is  the 
very  aome  <tf  iyramiy.  Tbe  arUtrarr  power  to 
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condemn  and  punish  opinion  is  that  which  gave 
birth  to  the  protestant  reformation,  and  wnloh 
has  rendered  the  Inqulrition  a  by-word  of  odium 
and  reproach.  It  is  that  self-same  thing  from 
which  our  fathers  fled — the  Puritans,  the  Oath- 
olios,  the  Quakers,  the  Hagaenots — when  they 
left  their  native  Europe  to  foond  an  asylum  for 
conscience  in  this  New  World.  It  is  that  which 
has  nerved  tlie  arm  and  ed^  the  sword,  in 
every  contest  of  liberty,  which  T<gbti4^*f  al<mg 
the  history  of  civilized  man. 

Ab  to  speech  and  the  press— I  admit  that 
here  there  ia  more  dWooity  than  in  tbe  ease 
of  opiidon.  It  Is  a  ivaotioal  j^Uon,  extreme- 
ly difflcolt  of  sfdntion,  to  detomiue  alw^s  how 
much  of  liberty  in  this  respect  is  possible  to  be 
maintained,  without  degenerating  into  lloen- 
tiousness.  And  it  is  a  practical  question,  great- 
ly dependent  on  times  and  circumstances.  I 
shall  not  seek,  in  these  cursory  remarks,  to 
solve  the  problem.  It  suffices  for  my  present 
purpose  to  sunest  tbe  idea,  that  the  suppres- 
sion of  political  inquiry,  while  it  is  a  thing  hos- 
tile to  tne  general  spirit  of  our  institutions,  is 
hard  of  accomplishment,  and  apt  enough  to  end 
in  aggravating  the  evil  it  is  dengned  to  remedy. 

I  had  occasion,  the  last  winter,  to  express  my 
views  on  the  general  subject  ui  toe  right  of  pe- 
tition. They  remain  without  obangi.  Ana  I 
can  but  repeat  my  o(mviction,  that  tids,  like  the 
liberty  of  conscience  and  the  press,  ia  not  a  right 
given  by  the  constitution,  but  on  ori^nal  right 
of  the  constituent  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  one  which  they  never  parted  with,  but  in 
their  compacts  of  political  fellowship  expressly 
saved  from  all  abridgment  and  limitation  f6r- 
ever.  The  right  of  the  pe(n)le  to  petition  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,  and  the  duty  of  Oongress 
to  receive  and  consider  such  petitions,  are  in 
my  estimation  the  correlative  conditions  of  the 
right.  A  petitMHi  is  the  formal  mode  in  which 
the  people  iving  their  wants  or  oganSooB  to  tihe 
direct  notioeof  Oongress.  It  is  an  essential  bi- 
gradient  of  rejHresentative  institutions.  To  fijr- 
bid  tiie  citizen  to  prefier  his  wishes  to  Oongress 
by  petition  woald  be  to  lop  off  one  of  the 
chief  democratic  features  of  our  Govemmrail^ 
and  to  convert  it  into  an  aristocracy  of  elective 
despotism.  It  would  be  a  ourt^ment  of  the 
constitutional  liberties  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  to  wbioh  they  could  not  and 
should  not  submit 

Hr.  Speaker,  suoh  are  my  sentiments  in  re- 
gard to  tiiese  great  flindamental  rights  of  my 
fellow-citizens.  I  think  they  are,  m  the  sub- 
stance and  the  general  outiine,  the  sentiments 
o£  the  bulk  of  toe  people  of  the  North ;  and  I 
had  fondly  imaged,  until  very  reoenUy,  that 
they  were  seittunents  co-extendve  in  prevfr- 
lenee  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  repuUie.  En- 
tertaining this  belief,  I  have  deeply  regretted  to 
see  the  oaDgmns  topic  of  slavery  mixed  np 
with  otiier  questions,  whoUy  foreign  to  it  in 
prin<aple. 

Sir,  I  put  it  to  gentiemen,  in  all  directness  and 
sinoeri^,  do  th^  sai^se  tiiat  angry  attaokB 


Cauure  itfM/r,  Athm$. 
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on  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  speech,  of  the 
press,  of  petition,  of  debate,  are  likely  to  check 
the  spreaa  in  the  United  States  of  that  dis^>- 
prohation  of  slavery,  which  is  but  another  form, 
conversely  considered,  of  the  love  of  liberty  ? 
Do  they  deem  it  possible  to  smother  the  opin- 
ions and  stifle  the  petitions  of  the  free  men  ot 
the  United  Statea  f  Ay,  and  of  the  free  women 
tooV  For  I  ooD&os  it  seems  to  me  a  stnnge 
idea  to  npbc^  in  tlUs  enlightened  age^  Ubik 
woman,  refined,  educated,  intellectaal  woman, 
is  to  have  no  opmioo,  or  no  right  to  express 
that  opinion.  Do  gentlemen  soberly  thiok 
th«r  cause  can  be  strengthened  in  the  oonntry, 
by  bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  Hoase  fw  con- 
tempt, by  sabpecting  to  oensnre,  by  expelling, 
a  Kepresentative  of  one  of  the  £ree  States,  be- 
cause he  may  have  given  color  to  the  idea  that 
slaves  can  petition  Congress  f 

The  resolution  before  the  House  proposes  to 
oensnre  my  colleague  for  tiio  act  of  stating  that 
hehdda  pnrportiiu; to  beapetilion&om 
slaves,  aod  asking  « the  Speaker  whethw  suoh 
■  p^wr  fidls  witiiiu  a  certiun  <nder  oi  the 
House. 

NoVf  as  I  have  already  siud,  I  hold  the  rii^t 
of  petition  to  be  an  original  and  unalienated 
ht  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  secor- 
to  them  by  the  constitntion,  but  not  derived 
from  it.  I  hold  that  the  right  appertdns,  not 
to  the  Boliject  matter  of  the  petition,  but  to  the 
person  of  the  petitioner.  I  hold,  also,  that  tiie 
oblisation  to  receive  a  petition  corresponds 
to  the  right  of  petitioning;  since  t^e  right, 
without  the  duty,  is  a  mere  name,  and  not  a 
substance.  And  Uiere  may  be  a  power  to  re- 
ceive a  petiUon,  without  any  obligation  to  re- 
e^ve  it,  or  any  right  to  inust  upon  its  reception 
as  a  ooirenxmdiDg  duty.  For  Instaaoe,  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  reoeive  a  petidon  of  a 
nxrelgner ;  and  yet  Congress  lies  under  no  obU- 
{^tion  to  receive  it ;  because  the  right  of  peti- 
tion is  guaranteed  only  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Is  it  not,  as  a  matter  of  consti- 
tutional law,  just  so  in  the  case  of  a  slave! 
The  constitution  guarantees  to  the  constituent 
people  of  the  United  States  their  natural  rights 
of  opinion,  discussion,  assembly,  and  petition, 
a^inst  all  abridgment.  Are  slaves  embraced 
within  these  guarantees  of  the  constitution )  I 
think  not.  As  to  the  natural  ri^bt  of  the  slave 
in  these  particulars,  that,  like  has  natural  right 
(rf  personal  fteedcnn,  not  being  assured  to  him 
1^  the  constitutional  compact,  is  not  a  question 
within  the  constitutional  competency  of  Otm- 
gresB. 

But  the  inquiry  whether  Congress  may  re- 
ceive the  ^tion  of  a  slave  depends  on  other 
considerations.  It  is  a  question,  not  of  the 
right  of  the  petitioner,  but  of  the  discretion  or 
power  of  the  petitioned.  And  this  spears  to 
me  to  be  just  such  a  matter-of-fact  question  of 
oommon  sense  as  might  occur  in  the  relations  of 
private  life.  There  is  a  multitude  of  suppoeable 
cases  in  which  I  could  receive  and  grant  the  re- 
qnest— that  is,  the  petition-— ctf  a  sjave.  I  can- 


not infringe  the  le^  rights  of  the  master  with- 
out becoming  amenable  to  the  law  of  the  land ; 
nay,  to  a  higher  forum,  since  I  should  be  doing 
an  act  immoral  and  diuionorable  as  weU  as  iUe- 
gaL  He  is  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  property 
of  his  master.  But  is  he  liot  also  a  human  be 
ingt  Does  not  the  Constitutaui  of  the  United 
States  expressly  call  him  a  peratm,  while  mak- 
ing him  an  integral  part  of  the  bans  <rf  r^ro- 
sentatio&l  Can  he  preia  no  petition,  no  re- 
questj  no  prayer,  in  any  ctrcnmstanoest  If  I 
see  him  drowning  in  the  canal,  or  about  to  be 
struck  down  by  a  stranger,  and  he  cries  to  me 
for  snooor,  may  I  not  li^en  to  him  ?  Suppose 
a  memorial  to  come  to  me  from  a  slave,  setting 
•forth  by  well-authenticated  statenmitB,  that  he 
is  in  a  foreign  land,  oppressed  and  wronged, 
and  his  master,  a  citizen  of  this  country,  does 
not  know  it,  or  cannot  be  found ;  may  I  not 
bring  the  matter  heton  the  Government,  whe- 
ther it  be  Congress  or  the  Executive,  which- 
ever hM  the  power  to  afford  redress?  What  I 
mean  to  s^  is,  that,  in  matters  having  nothing 
to  do  with  aboliti<m,  and  not  affisoting  in  an^ 
othw  respect  tiie  knl  ri^ts  of  tiie  master,  it 
might  be  proper  and  reasonaUe  to  lend  an  ear 
to  the  petition  of  a  sUve.  These,  I  know,  are 
extreme  cases ;  and  they  are  snggested  only  as 
iUn8trati<m8  of  my  idea;  Ibr  I  would  no  more 
present  a  petition  from  slavea,  in  derogation  of 
any  of  the  constitutional  rifpits  of  the  Sooth, 
than  I  would  offer  a  deUbmito  insolt  to  the 
Chair  or  to  the  H00S& 

Having  been  at  all  times  a  strennons  advocate 
of  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  d 
petition,  I  consider  it  my  doty  to  state  thus 
explicitly  my  views  of  the  existing  coustita- 
tional  limitati<«  <tf  these  immonitiea.  It  were 
nnbecondng  to  be  a  stickler  for  the  rights  of 
one  iMtrt  <h  the  eonntir,  and  Uind  to  the  righta 
of  another  part.  I  reiistthe  attempt  to  punish 
my  oolleagne  by  a  sort  of  tmvott/aoto  lav, 
whidi  in  its  tenaoioy  eztingoianes  the  freedom 
of  debate,  and  subjects  every  member  to  the 
arUbrary  will  of  a  minority.  I  defend  the 
particular  opinifms  of  the  N(»ih.  I  assert  the 
freedom  of  opinion,  ^>eech,  the  press,  petititxk 
inherent  In  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
secured  to  than  by  the  constitution.  But  while 
I  nudntfUn  the  sanctity,  the  inviolability  of  these 
rights,  as  it  befits  a  representative  of  Kassaohn- 
setts  to  do,  I  will  not  practise  here,  nw  coun- 
tenance elsewhere,  any  encroach  ments  on  the 
oraistitational  rig^  of  Um  Booth. 


WxDHEBDAT,  February  8. 

Election  of  Presidmt  and  Vie«  Prendent— 
Counting  the  Electoral  Votet. 

This  bfflna  the  day  especially  set  ^>art  by  a 
joint  reeoluuon  for  the  two  Houses  to  oonvene 
m  Joint  meeting,  for  the  parpose  of  opening 
and.counting  the  electoral  votes  given  by  the 
several  States  for  Pretidant  and  Vioa  Prendent 
of  the  United  States— 
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Ur.  Hathu  Bsidiy  as  the  hour  had  rxaarij 
elapsed,  he  begged  to  propound  an  ini^iiry  to 
the  Obur,  in  relation  to  the  order  in  which  the 
Senate  ahoold  be  reoeived  the  Home  <m 
oooasioDS  like  the  preeent. 

The  Chaib  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  nsoal 
course  had  heretofore  been  for  the  Honse,  some 
short  time  before  the  arrival  of  the  hour,  to 
send  a  message  to  the  Senate,  informing  that 
body-  that  the  Hoase  was  in  readiness  to  re- 
ceive tiiem  and  count  the  votes.  The  Ohur 
stated,  f^jrther,  that,  so  far 3s  he  had  been  in- 
formed, tiie  mode  of  lec^ving  the  Senato  bj 
the  House  was  for  the  members  to  stand  un- 
covered. 

ICr.  Patxov  moved  that,  while  the  Votes 
vera  being  counted,  ladies  be  odndtted  to  the 
{Hivilrae  m  the  fioor  of  the  haU. 

Mr.  Jabtib  olfjected. 

JSr.  OALHOun,  Haasachnsetts,  moved  a 
nupension  oi  the  rale ;  agreed  to — yeas  141, 
noes  not  eovnted ;  and  Mr,  Fattozi*s  motion 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  AxTHOHT  inquired  if  it  was  necessary  to 
move  that  a  committee  wait  npon  the  Senato ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  ohurman  of  the  select 
coD^mittee  on  the  sabject  should  wpoint  a  sub- 
committee, or  the  Speaker  d  the  Honse. 

The  Oraib  statecL  in  reply,  that  upon  every 
occasion  of  this  kind,  with  a  rin^e  ezoeption, 
the  invariaUe  oourse  had  been  to  Hod  a  mes- 
saott  to  the  Senate  l^t^Olerk.  Lionelnstanoe 
only  the  message  had  been  transmitted  by  a 
committee  of  two  members  of  tiie  House,  who 
were  also  uipointed  to  oondnot  the  Senato  into 
tiie  hall ;  but  that  was  a  departure  from  the 
former  practice. 

Mr.  AsTHONT  moved  that  a  message  be  then 
sent  to  the  Senato  by  the  Clerk,  notifying  that 
body  that  the  House  was  in  readiness  to  receive 
them,  and  ooont  the  votes  for  Fre^dent  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Ohaib  stated,  before  putting  the  qnesticm, 
that  the  seats  on  the  ri^t  of  the  Speaker^s 
oh^  had  been  provided  for  the  aooommodation 
cf  tb»  Senate,  and  others  provided  for  the 
members  to  whieh  they  belonged. 

Mr.  AitTHOVT's  motion  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  left  the  House ;  the 
Senato  shortly  after  entered  the  haU,  with  the 
President  of  the  Senato,  the  Hon.  William  R. 
Kmo,  of  Alabama,  at  their  head,  preceded  by 
the  Secretary  and  tiie  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the 
Senate,  and  were  received  at  the  door  of  the 
hall  and  conducted  to  the  seat  assi^ed  them 
by  uie  Setgeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  R^re- 
sentatives,  all  die  members  being  unoov^^, 
and  linng  in  their  |daoe«. 

Whui  the  Senators  had  taken  the  seats  as- 
signed them,  and  the  President  of  the  Senato 
had  seated  hnnscitf  at  flie  ri^  of  the  Speaker, 
the  tellers  took  Iheir  seats  at  the  Clerk's 
table. 

The  tellers  were — for  the  Senate^  the  Hon. 
Pkuz  GxoHST ;  for  the  Hoose  of  Bepresenta- 


tivea,  the  Hon.  Fbakoib  Tbokas  and  the  Hosx 
Levi  Ldsoout. 

The  PsxsmKRT  or  thb  Sutati  then  rose  and 
sud: 

The  two  Houses  bdng  now  convened  for  the 
pnrpose  of  counting  the  electoral  votes  of  the 
several  States  for  ^«sident  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
Senato  wilt,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  constatotion,  proceed  to  open  the  votes  and 
deliver  them  to  tne  tellers,  in  <frder  that  they 
may  be  counted. 

I  now  present  to  the  tollers  the  electoral  voto 
of  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  tellers  then  counted  the  votes,  and  an- 
nounoed  Hxan.  sererally,  in  th^  order,  the 
same  form  havmg  been  observed  in  every  case ; 
the  t^ers  also  reading  the  qnalifleadons  of  the 
doctors,  and  the  oeroBoates  of  th^  deotionsL 

Be  them  announced  the  result,  as  repinted 
by  the  telleis,  as  fidlows : 

For  President  <if  the  United  Siatet. 
For  Maetin  Van  Btmsir,  of  New  York — 

If  the  votes  of  Michi^u  be  counted  -  170 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  167 
For  WiLUAH  HsmT  Humsoir,  of  Ohio  -  78 
For  Hugh  Lawson  Whixb,  of  Tomessee  -  8S 
For  Daitibl  Wkbsibb,  of  Massachusetts  -  H 
For  WnuE  P.  Manohh,  of  North  Carolina  11 

It  therefore  m)pears  (continued  the  Prei^nt) 
that,  were  the  votes  <^  Michigan  to  be  counted, 
the  result  would  be,  for  Mabtib  Van  BuBor, 
for  President  of  the  United  States,  170  votes; 
if  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted,  Mas- 
tin  Yak  Bubbn  then  has  167  votes.  In  either 
event,  Mabtdv  Yis  Bubxn,  of  New  York,  is 
elected  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  I 
therefore  declare  that  MAnrm  Yah  Buben, 
having  received  a  mf^ority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  electoral  votes,  is  dn^  elected  President 
of  the  United  State^  for  four  years,  commeno- 
mgthe 4th  day  of  March,  1887. 

The  Pkssidkiit  or  thb  BESAxm  then  an- 
nounced the  votes  for  Yioe  "PnAdent  of  the 
United  States,  as  reported  by  the  teDers,  as 
foOowa: 

For  BioEABD  M.  JoBNBOir,  of  Kentucky — 
If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  counted  -  147 
If  tiie  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  144 
For  Fbahoib  Gbaboxk,  of  New  York  -  77 
For  John  Tylkh,  of  Yirginia  -  -  -  47 
For  WnxiAH  Smith,  of  Alabama  -  -  28 
It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  Presi- 
dent) that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  counted, 
the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Yioe  Preddent 
of  the  United  States  would  be  147;  and  if 
those  votes  be  not  counted,  the  highest  number, 
of  votes  for  th^  office  will  be  144.  But,  in' 
either  event,  no  person  has  received  a  majori^ 
of  the  electoral  votes  for  Yiee  Frecddent  of  the 
United  States;  and  I  do  therefore  declare,  thaty 
no  person  having  received  suoh  in^rit7,  no 
person  has  been  elected  to  that  office;  that 
BicRABD M.  JoHHBoStOf  Eentuoky,  and FieAV- 
ou  GBABttn,  of  New  Ywk,  are  tiie  two  hii^Msfc 
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on  the  list ;  and  it  now  devolTes  on  the  Benato 
of  the  Uidted  States,  as  provided  in  the  consti- 
tution, from  those  two  peracHU  to  deot  a  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Btstes. 


BTATBB* 


HllBft, 

Nev  Huopahlre, 

HMHOhllMttB, 

Bbod«IaUnd, 

Connectleat, 

Vermont, 

NewToit, 

New  J«rM7, 

Fenn^lTula, 

DeUnra, 

Muyland, 

TlrginU, 

NorUi  CuoUiM, 

8oaUiGu<dliUi, 

Eentnekj', 

OUo, 
LonUtiUL 

ladiau, 

Illlaob, 

Hlasonri, 
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The  Pbbbidkst  of  thb  Sbitats  then  an- 
nounced tliat  the  objeot  for  which  the  two 
Houses  were  assembledf  under  the  constitntion, 
had  been  accomplished,  and  that  tiie  Senators 
would  retire  to  Uieir  chamber  in  order. 

The  Senators  then  rose  and  retired  in  the 
order  thej  come,  the  members  of  the  House 
ridng  in  thoir  places  and  remaning  nnoovered. 

Mr.  Thokab,  from  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  join  snch 
committee  as  might  be  appointed  on  the  part 
<tf  tike  Senate,  to  aaoert^  and  report  a  mode 
(tf  eramlning  tiie  votes  fiv  Freddent  and  Yice 
Freddent  ni  the  Umted  States,  and  of  notifying 
thepenonB  elected  of  thdr  eteetioo, reported : 

That  the  joint  o<Hnmittee,  in  farther  execn- 
tion  <tf  the  dnt^  with  which  they  were 
oha^ed  Oie  two  Honiei  of  Oongren^  have 
■greed  to  the  liidlowing  natation,  in  which 


their  committee  recommend  to  the  Hoose  of 
Bepresentatives  to  oononr: 

Ji49olr>ed,  That  a  oonunittee  of  one  member  of  the 
Senate  be  apptdnted  by  that  body,  to  join  a  torn- 
mittee  of  twoinemben  <tf  the  House  of -B^naut»- 
tires,  to  be  amKduted  by  that  House,  to  wait  on 
Martim  Tak  BuasH,  of  New  York,  and  notify  him 
that  be  has  been  duly  elected  Presdent  of  the  United 
States  fat  four  years,  ootnmencing  with  the  4th  day 
of  Uarcli,  1S87. 

The  above  resc^lntion  having  been  oob- 
cnrred  in, 
The  Hoote  adjourned. 


Thttbsdat,  Febmary  9. 
Centure  of  Mr,  Adamt, 

The  Obaib  announced  the  unfinished  buM> 
nesB,  being  the  qoestion  of  privily  involved 
in  the  oonaderation  of  the  following  resolationa 
in  relation  to  "Ux.  An*iwL 

Tbe  original  reaolirtloiL  moved  bv  Mr.  V. 
TBOHPeoN  waa  mo^fled  by  at  ue  nigges- 
titm  of      Dbohooou,  as  fioUows: 

"  1.  S^tti.  Ibat  the  Hon.  Johb  Qumcr  Adams, 
a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating,  tn  his  place, 
that  he  bad  in  Us  possession  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  a  petition  from  slares,  and  inquirtng  if  it  csme 
withhi  the  meaning  of  a  resolution  heretofore  adopted,  * 
(as  preliminary  to  its  presentation,}  has  g^ren  color 
to  the  idea  that  slaves  bare  the  rigbt  of  petiti<ni, 
and  of  Itis  readinen  to  be  tlKir  organ ;  and  that 
for  the  same  be  deserves  the  censure  of  this  House. 

2.  Retolved,  That  the  aforesaid  Jobm  Q.  Anana 
receive  a  censure  from  the  Spealter,  in  the  pnsenoe 
of  the  House  of  BetnesentatiTes." 

Kr.  Bnnnr  had  <tfered  the  fdlowing  bb  a 
substitute : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  *'  JUtoived,"  end  br  ' 
seit,  "That  an  attempt  to  jsieseiit  any  petition  or 
metnorial  from  any  aUto  or  slaves,  or  free  negro, 
from  any  part  of  tiie  Union,  is  a  contempt  of  the 
House,  and  calculated  to  embroil  tt  tn  a  strife  and 
conftision  incompatible  with  the  digiu^  of  the  body, . 
and  that  any  member  gnUty  of  the  same  jnal^ieb- 
jectshimeelf  to  the  censure  of  tiie  House, 

"  Xeaebm^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  Oe  ftot  whether  any  sudi  attempt  has 
been  made  by  any  memba  of  this  House,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  House  as  sotn  as  pcsctioable.'' 

The  queetion  immediately  pending  waa  12ie 
following  amendment  to  the  amendment  moved 

by  Mr.  Pattoit  :  ■ 

"  jRetoltied,  That  the  rigbt  of  petiflon  does  not  be- 
long to  slaves  of  this  UtJon ;  that  no  petition  from 
them  can  be  presented  to  this  House  without  dero- 
gating fttim  the  rights  of  the  slaTehcdding  States  and 
enda^^ng  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 

"  Reaolvei,  That  every  ineml>er  w1h>  shall  b«e- 
after  present  any  such  petition  to  this  House  oudtt 
to  be  considered  as  lesardless  of  the  feelings  of  this 
Houae,  Hit  rigbta  <tf  £e  Sooth,  and  an  enemy  to  the 
Uidon. 

**£MolMdL13iBttheHon.  JoHM  Q.  JuoAia  havbig 
,  solemnly  diadaimed  a  design  ot  Aoiag  any  tUng  dis- 
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reqwctAil  to  the  House  in  the  Inquiiy  he  made  of 
the  ^)eaker  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
dkTes,  end  having  Kvowed  his  intention  not  to  o!^ 
to  present  the  peution  if  the  House  wis  of  opiidon 
tiMt  It  ought  not  to  be  praseoted— theiefon,  all  fiuv 
tber  praoMding  as  to  lus  oomdnat  imit  casai." 

ICr.  TtcKaaa  taii :  The  hoiumUe  geiitleinan 
Ihnn  ifftSBMhiuetta  (Hr.  Oobboto)  vbo  last 
addressed  the  House  npoa  these  resolutions, 
enktended  that  the  ri^t  of  petition  vas  a 
natoral  right,  deriyed  from  oar  Creator ;  and, 
being  a  natural  right,  so  derived,  belonged  to 
all  human  beings.  If  that  genUeman  meant 
that  all  men  have  the  natural  right  to  snppli- 
cate  the  I)eity,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  ui&t 
all  men,  while  in  a  state  of  nstnre,  had  the 
ri^t  to  petition  their  fellow.-beings  for  what 
they  wanted,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  tiiat  all 
men,  in  their  personal  relations  and  intercourse, 
hare  the  same  right  now,  he  is  ri^ht  But  if 
he  meant  that  aU  men  hava  the  right  to  peti- 
tion the  Ooremment,  I  think  he  ia  wrong. 

Kr,  there  was  a  time  when  oivU  govamnient 
did  not  exist ;  and  how  can  a  man  bo  sud  to 
lutre  a  natural  right  to  petition  a  pditioal  being 
who  had  no  voice  in  its  creation — who  is 
neither  party  nor  privj  to  the  body  politic? 

That  gentleman  was  pleased  also  to  &Tor  na 
with  what  he  termed  the  abstract  opinions  of 
the  abolitioQLsts — opinions  which,  as  he  said, 
they  honestly  and  conscientionsly  entertuned. 
And  what  are  those  opinions  f  That  slavery 
is,  in  the  abs^Bct,  a  social,  moral,  and  political 
evil.  I  will  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  debate  the  qnefr- 
tion  whether  slavery  be  or  be  not,  in  the  ab- 
■traot,  a  social,  moral,  or  pc^tical  evil,  bnt  I 
rrfer  to  what  tne  honorable  gentleman  said  to 
prove  what  are  the  grievaneee  of  tiie  ab<^- 
tioniat^  and  what  their  objects,  ^v^, 
according  to  his  expose  of  their  views,  is  their 
grievance — nniversal  emancipation,  then,  must 
be  their  object. 

If  they  prevail  in  that  object,  through  the 
action  of  Coturr^  what  becomes  of  the  rights 
of  the  slave  States,  as  guaranteed  to  them  by 
the  otaistitution  ?  What  becomes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ?  Sir,  it  is  plun  tiiat  the  end  of  these 
tilings,  if  snocessfhl,  terminates  in  the  over- 
throw of  the  Qovemment.  This  view  of  tiie 
sul^ect,  tiierefore,  has  also  an  unfortunate  bear- 
ing upon  the  eondoct  of  the  honorable  gentie- 
man  whom  it  ia  piwoaed  to  oensure. 

Sir,  the  histwy  of  abolition  petitums  in  this 
House  during  the  last  and  present  sessions  of 
Contfresa,  and  of  the  efforts  of  a  large  minority 
ot  this  House  to  avoid  the  agitation  and  conse- 
onent  enutement,  here  and  elsewhere,  of  this 
^mgerous  qnestion,  are  known  to  this  House 
and  to  the  ooontiT',  I  will  not  attempt  to 
repeat  them,  but  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  January, 
by  which  this  House  ordered  all  petitions, 
memoriahi,  propositions,  and  papers,  relating  to 
slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  presented 
to  the  Hous^  to  be  reo^Ted  and  laiu  i^on  the  | 


table,  without  bdng  printed  or  refarred.  It 
reads  as  followB,  to  wit : 

"  Ruolvid,  niat  all  petitions,  memorials,  naofat' 
Uons,  propoaitioiii,  or  papera,  relating;  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  daveiy, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  tdde. 
and  that  no  further  actkm  whatever  diaU  be  liaa 
thereon." 

What,  sir,  was  the  object  oS  this  House  in 
passing  this  resolution  ?  It  was  to  give  jwaoa 
to  this  House  and  the  country  on  this  exciting 

Juestion.  That  object  was  known  to  us  alC 
t  was  known  to  the  honorable  gentieman  in 
question.  His  conduct,  therefore,  in  bringing 
before  the  House  the  qnestion  of  the  right  of 
slaves  to  petition,  by  inquiring  of  the  Ohair 
if  a  petition  from  slaves  came  within  that 
resolution,  defeats  the  object  of  the  House, 
and  is  disrespectful  to  the  House. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  are  broad  and 
oomprehenrive ;  and,  oon^ered  without  re- 
ierenoe  to  those  to  WDom  the  right  of  petititm 
belongs,  the  oircumstanoes  under  which  it  waa 
adopted,  and  the  object  the  House  had  in  view 
by  Its  passage,  would  be  construed  to  let  in 
petitions  and  papers  on  the  subjects  embraced 
in  it  from  all  persons.  But  when  considered  in 
reference  to  these  consideratitms,  the  resolution 
neither  enlaiges  nor  abridges  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. It  leaves  the  right  of  petition  as  it  stood 
before  its  passage.  Does  that  resolution,  tbeu, 
enlarge  the  right  of  petition  t  The  House  did 
not  dream  of  enlarging  the  right  of  petition. 
Will  any  one  contend  uae  slaves  inhabiting  the 
island  of  Ouba  have  a  right,  under  the  resolu- 
tion, to  petition  this  House?  Or  that  it  g^ves 
to  uie  Uaoks  planted  at  Uberia  the  right  of 
petition  t  In  ehort,  does  it  confer  the  right  of 
petition  to  all  people?  Surely  not.  The 
broadness  of  the  resolutitm,  then,  ttmna  no 
justification  or  excuse  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts. 

The  conclusion,  then,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  which 
my  own  sense  of  duty  conducts  me,  is,  that 
that  booprable  gentieman,  by  raising  the  ques- 
tion of.  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  this 
House,  did  wrong — in  fact,  by  so  doing,  threw 
a  firebrand  into  the  House,  in  contempt  of  all 
its  efforts  to  allay  all  excitement  upon  this  snb- 
jeot,  and  eq>edally  of  the  settied  judgment  of 
tiie  House)  aa  exproaaod  by  the  passage  of  ths 
resolution  of  the  18th  January— 4hat  he  haa^ 
by  his  conduct  in  Question,  trifled  with  thtt 
House,  its  feelings  and  its  oharaotOTS,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  w  censured.  In  voting  for  the 
resolution  to  ceusnre  that  honorable  gentieman^ 
I  shall  not  be  infiuenoed  by  any  unkind  or 
unfriendly  feeling  towards  him  personally. 
But,  sir,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  my  rep- 
resentative character,  to  disapprove  of  his 
conduct,  I  shall  give  my  vote  under  a  lively 
sense  of  his  high  character  for  talents  and 
learning,  and  of  the  distingni^ed  ability  with 
whioh  he  has  diaobai^  tbA  Important  doties 


Oann  rfMr.  Jdamt, 
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<ff  tbe  high  and  hoDorable  stations  which  he 
iaa  filled  at  home  and  abroad. 

If  the  miyority  of  this  Honse  are  satisfied 
with  the  explauations  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man,  and  tmnk  proper  to  excuse  him,  ther  can 
do  BO.  Those  ezpluiatjoiu  have  aot  satisfied 
JDA  and  I  dull  do  my  doty. 

fir.  £t  AHB  imiBted  that  the  oha^  oi  offitnoe, 
on  the  part  of  the  gentieman  from  Ifassachn- 
setts,  was  too  vagne  to  jnsti&  a  vote  of  censnre 
upon  him.  There  was  nothing  apeoifio.  The 
resolntion  did  not  set  forth  any  thing  like  con* 
tempt'towards  the  Hoose,  or  even  an  infringe- 
ment of  its  roles,  bnt  that  he  had  "  giTen  color 
to  the  idea  "  that  filavea  had  the  right  to  petl- 
Uaa.  fir.  E.  held  that  the  House  had  the  right 
to  ponish  a  member  for  a  determined  ri^ation 
of  its  rales;  becanse,  otherwise,  the  whole 
badness  of  the  country  might  be  obstmcted 
by  a  disorderly  member ;  but  no  man  could 
be  punished  for  the  expresrion  of  his  honest 
{pinions.  The  limitation  to  this,  snob  as  per- 
sonalities, reflections  upon  tbe  past  eondooi  ot 
the  Hoose,  &o.,  were  enressly  laid  down  in 
the  leaparUamentaria.  with  referenoe  to  the 
right  of  slaves  to  petition,  he  said  there  were 
cases  embracing  it.  It  had  been  said,  also,  the 
slave  had  no  constitotional  rights  bat  throngh 
his  master.  This  was  not  so ;  and  he  put  the 
cases  of  murder,  or  nnprovoked  assault,  and 
that  of  alleged  1ddnn>piag,  where  his  l^al 
rights  vere  reoognizeo,  and  frequently  put  in 
force. 

fir.  PioKsmi  explained  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  fiune  was  allndins  to  his  argument,  he 
(fir.  P.)  had  not  aid  the  slave  had  no  legal 
ri^ts,  hot  that  he  had  no  ccmrtitntional  or 
poUtical  rights.  That  was  a  qnestion  he  should 
like  to  hear  the  gentleman  argue. 

ISt.  Etaks  was  referring  to  oonsUtntional  or 
legal  rights,  which  he  insisted  had  been  seeded 
to  the  slave.  He  then  adverted  to  the  general 
character  of  the  petitions  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  in 
none  of  which  was  there  found  any  harsh  kn- 
goage  in  relation  to  the  peculiar  institutions  of 
tbe  South  or  Southern  men,  nor  any  expressed 
or  implied  wish  to  interfere  with  those -instito- 
tions.  There  might  be  a  few  solitary  excep- 
tions, but  it  should  l>e  borne  in  mind  that  there 
was  much  warmth  on  both  rides.  The  right 
of  the  abolitioniBts  to  petition,  however,  should 
have  been  reqteoted,  and  their  memorials  oon- 
l^ued  to  be  reo^Ted,  as  they  fbnner^  had 
been.  'While  this  was  dwe,  th^  numbers 
were  and  tii^  efforts  feeble ;  but  they 
had  increased  in  mmihers,  and  become  more 
powerfbl,  from  the  manner  in  vlucb  they  had 
been  treated  by  Congress.  They  contended 
^t  slavery  was  a  great  moral,  sodal,  and 
political  evil,  and  was,  besides,  indefensible  by 
ailment ;  and  the  refusal  of  the  House  to  listen 
to  them,  and  aigne  with  them,  justified  them, 
in  thdr  own  opinion,  in  these  allegationa ;  but 
there  was  notmng  insulting  In  this.  Even  that 
language  was  borrowed  from  f^r^nla;  and 


he  was  about  to  cite  some  passages  from  tbe 
debates  in  tiiat  State  on  the  adoption  (tf  the 
constitution,  containing  this  declaration,  when 

fir.  Patton  arose,  and  hoped  the  Ohair  would 
restrict  the  limits  of  the  debate  within  tbe 
pimwr  range  of  order.  If  the  gentleman  was 
Bofiered  to  go  on  in  this  way,  it  must  be 
obrioQS  that  a  d^wte  was  sprnigii^  up  wUoh 
would  be  Intennhiable., 

The  Chais  reminded  the  Honse  that  he  had 
several  times  interposed  to  ocmfine  the  debate 
within  the  proper  limits,  and  had  r«neatedly 
reminded  gentlemen  that  they  were  taking  too 
wide  a  range,  but  in  the  peifnmanoe  cf  ihMt 
duty  he  had  not  been  sustained  by  the  House. 
As  he  had  been  called  upon,  however,  he  shoidd 
enforoe  the  rule,  and  take  the  sense  of  the 
Hotisa  whether  the  gentleman  frcm  ICune 
should  .be  dlowed  to  proceed. 

fir.  Evans  was  allowed  to  proceed,  hot 
deolioed  to  do  so,  saying  he  did  not  wish  to 
discuss  tbe  subject  of  slavery,  or  to  introdnee 
aBf  new  Ufpim  mto  the  debate, 

fir.  Pattoh  thai  read  the  following  modifi- 
cation of  hie  anundment: 

}te»6hed,  Th»t  my  moBber  who  dull  heresfier 
present  to  the  Honse  iny  petition  from  the  slaves  in 
this  Union  ought  to  be  oonadeied  u  regardless  ef 
tbe  feelings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  toe  Soothem 
States,  and  imMeodly  to  tbe  XTmon. 

Jtetolved^  Tliat  the  hononUe  Johh  Q.  Adahs  hav- 
ing solemnly  disckimed  all  dedgn  of  doing  soy  thing 
diBr«q>ectM  to  the  House,  in  the  inqui^  he  made 
of  the  ^>eaker,  aa  to  the  petition  porporttng  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  having  avowed  bis  intention  not  to 
oO^  to  present  the  petition  to  the  House,  was  of 
o^<m  that  it  oucbt  not  to  be  iraented— 4berefim, 
alt  further  prooeeainei  in  r^ard  to  Us  conduct  do 
nowcesse. 

fir.  Pattos  mored  the  abov&  which 
fir.  THOMTSOif  aooepted,  and  lu.  Btxioc  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

fir.  YAjmBBPOBL  moved  the  previona  ques- 
tion. 

Ur.  Adams  appealed  to  fir.  Y.  to  wltlidraw 
this  motion,  to  allow  him  to  submit  some  re- 
marks to  the  House. 

fir.  Vandkbpoil  could  not  withdraw  the 
motion,  unless  the  gentleman  from  fiassachu- 
setts  would  pledge  himself  to  renew  the  motion 
when  he  had  oonclnded  his  remarks. 

fir.  Adamb  aaid  it  was  ju>t  in  his  power  to 
oomidy  with  this  requesL  because  he  desired  to 
have  the  (^>portnni^  w  a  ftaU  hearing  In  his 
own  d^enoe ;  and  he  bad  hoped  he  would  be 
granted  the  privilege. 

fir.  Kktkoh  moved  to  l^y  the  whde  anltfeet 
on  the  table. 

fir.  Bhnohbb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  Utis  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were 
— yeas  60,  nays  144. 

So  tbe  motion  to  lay  on  the  taUe  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

fir.  Bueas  moved  a  soqtension  of  the  nileis 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gentkman 
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AMwe  qfJUr.  AAmu. 


[H.  or  R. 


from  Massaohosetta  (Mr.  Adahb)  to  address  the 
Honse. 

The  Ohaib  dedded  this  motion  to  be  out  of 
ordfir,  inftmniifth  as  the  prerioos  qoestioa  had 
been  moved. 

Hie  question  was  then  takm  on  the  second 
to  the  previoos  qoestion,  when  it  appeared  that 
the  previona  question  was  not  seconded — ^yeas 
79,  nays  100. 

Mr.  Wraa  tbw  uiA  he  wished  merely  to 
remark  that  he  hoped  the  House,  after  hearing, 
as  they  ought  to  bear,  the  gentleman  from 
Massaohosetts,  (Mr.  Anuis,)  would  be  dispos 
to  take  the  question  without  farther  debate ; 
because  he  had  an  important  matter  to  lay 
before  the  House  from  one  of  the  select  com- 
mittees, 

Mr.  Adaus  began  by  obserriog  that  he 
wonld  take  np  as  little  of  the  time  of  the 
House  as  was  possible  fbr  him  to  do  on  this 
important  subject.  The  first  question  before 
the  Honse  was  the  inqniry  addressed  by  him- 
self to  the  Speaker  and  to  the  House.  On  this 
inquiry,  no  question  had  yet  been  taken.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  was,  however,  extremely  anxious  that 
the  quration  should  be  taken,  and  that  every 
member  of  this  House  should  record  his 
T<Ae  on  this  important  proposition,  namely: 
*'  Whether  the  House  shall  r^use  to  receive  a 
petition  from  slaves,  under  any  circumstances 
whatever."  When  he  (Mr.  A.)  first  made  this 
proposition  as  a  matter  of  inqoiry  only,  ai^ 
when  the  Speaker  submitted  the  inquiry  to 
the  House,  a  member  immediately  rose,  (lb. 
Hatnes,}  and  siud  tiiat  he  did  not  know  how  to 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  He  (Mr. 
Hatnxs)  thought  it  was  not  deserving  atten- 
tion ;  that  to  receive  it  in  any  shape  would  be 
bestowing  upon  it  more  attention  than  it  d^ 
served.  If,  then,  the  question  did  not  deserve 
attention,  how  came  it  to  happen  that  the 
House  had  been  engaged  so  l<Hig  a  time  in 
debating  upon  such  a  question  ?  Why,  if  the 
question  was  not  deserving  attention,  bare 
gentlemen  professed  to  feel  so  deeply  upon  it, 
and  been  so  wxious  to  bring  me  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  to  receive  censure  i  Why  was  not 
an  inquiry  of  so  little  importance  disposed  of 
at  onoet  If  the  Speaker  had  objocted  to 
leoaTing  the  petition,  I  (said  Mr.  A.)  should 
not  have  presented  the  paper,  out  of  respect  to 
the  HousOt  thongh  I  know  that  it  is  a  question 
more  important  than  the  h<niorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  HATns)  images.  Sir,  I  know  it  to  be  a 
question  demanding  deep  attention  from  this 
House,  frtnn  this  n^ioii,  and  from  the  civilized 
world.  I  said  (continued  Mr.  A.)  that  I  was 
willing  to  abide  by  the  conclusion  the  House 
might  think  proper  to  come  to  on  this  sul^eot, 
whatever  that  conclusion  might  be;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  confess  I  was  exceedingly  anxious 
that  this  question,  in  the  [distract,  ^ould  be 
taken  aud  decided  upon  by  the  House.  I  was 
anxiiHU  that  every  membw  of  this  House 
ahoold  reoord  his  -votCj  fm  all  tnoe  to  ocnne, 
<m  a  qaeati(Hi  of  snoh  importanoe— a  qnestiw 


which  opened  the  whole  sul^ect  of  the  con- 
dition of  slaTes  in  this  oonutry — a  question 
which  brought  into  inquiry  the  whole  subject 
of  the  power  and  priTileees  oi  this  House,  and 
of  the  freedom  of  ^seoh  in  debate.  Iliese  are 
questions  of  vital  maportance ;  these  are  priv- 
ileges  dear  to  some,  though  there  may  be  those 
by  whom  they  are  not  valued.  I  had  hoped, 
sir,  to  have  received  an  answer  to  the  propo- 
sition *'  if  a  petition  from  slaves  wonld  be  re- 
ceived by  the  House,"  because,  as  I  have  stated, 
the  answer  to  this  proposition  wonld  open  the 
whole  subject  relating  to  slavery,  and  the 
whole  question  relating  to  the  privilege  of 
speech  of  the  members  of  this  House.  The 
answer  to  this  inquiry  involved  ell  this,  and 
more  than  this. 

Amidst  the  prevailing  excitement,  and  among 
the  various  qieeches  wnieh  the  numerous  reso- 
lutions agdnst  him  had  eUcited,  he  Q£r.  A.) 
had  heara  but  one  individual  wno  haa  under- 
taken argumentatively  to  discuss  the  questim 
which  he  (Mr.  A.)  bad  propounded  to  the 
Speaker ;  and  that  individual  was  the  gentie- 
man  from  Eentncky,  (Mr.  Frbnob.)  That 
honorable  gentleman,  who  is  an  able  judicial 
character,  has  treatea  the  subject  as  an  ail- 
ment before  a  court  of  law ;  but,  sir,  the  sub- 
ject demands  a  different  kind  of  argument. 
What  was  his  argnment,  sir?  It  was  this: 
that  if  yon  abolish  davery,  you  take  away  a 
part  of  the  representation  which  the  constitu- 
tion has  guaranteed  to  the  Southern  States. 
But,  I  ask,  has  that  gentleman  estaUished  any 
oonneotion  between  his  premises  and  his  con- 
clnrionst  What,  mrl  If  slavery  were  abol- 
ished, they  will  be  deprived  of  the  right  (tf 
representation,  and  therefore  the  House  cannot 
receive  petitions  from  slaves  1 

[Mr.  Fbsnoh,  the  member  referred  to,  ex- 
plained. He  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  affirm  that  slaves 
were  entitied  to  representatives,  if  that  was 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Adahb) 
understood  him  to  say!] 

Mr.  Adahb  resumed.  Has  he  taken  the 
right  issue,  sir  I  Has  he  drawn  his  premises 
and  his  conclusions  to  a  closer  oonneoti<mt 
What,  sir?  If  you  should  deprive  the  South 
of  its  representation,  what  th«i?  Is  that  any 
reason  to  asdgn  why  slaves  should  be  deprived 
of  the  opportuni^  of  crying  toe  mercy  to  tUs 
House  ?  There  is  no  oonneotion  between  the 
two  things.  Sir,  he  has  trav^ed  ont  of  the 
reoord ;  he  has  raised  a  totally  different  ques- 
tion from  the  actual  question  which  is  alone 
before  this  Honse:  he  has  substituted  the  ques- 
tion "  if  slavery  should  be  abolished,"  in  plaoe 
of  the  question  put  to  the  Speaker,  viz :  "  if 
the  Honse  would  receive  petitions  from  slaves 
under  any  circumstances."  My  coUet^ne  (Mr. 
Cdbhino)  has,  more  forcibly  than  I  can  do^ 
already  disonssed  the  proposition  of  the  free- 
dom of  petition.  He  has  shown  that  it  is  a 
right  not  derived  from  the  oonstitotiim,  not 
^ven  by  parchment,  but  prior  to  the  cmsttta- 
tkm ;  given,  by  the  God  of  Kature,  to  erevy 
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man  when  he  created  him ;  it  is  the  right  to 
implore  &vor,  to  seek  for  mercy  1  a  right  which 
the  framers  of  our  constitation  would  have 
spumed  the  very  idea  of  fitridging  or  limiting, 
or  restricting  to  any  particular  color  or  class 
of  men  I  He  recognized  this  right  as  belong- 
iog  to  all  men  in  the  constitation  which  they 
framed ;  and,  in  that  constitation,  sir,  instead 
of  imagining  any  limits  to  this  right,  they 
Bolemnly  deuared,  in  t^at  instrament,  that  it 
■honid  dot  be  abridged!  Yea,  sir,  that  it 
Bbonld  not  be  limited — ^they  recognized  no 
limitation  of  any  kind  to  this  saored  right  It 
is,  sir,  a  right  belon^g  to  every  human  crea- 
tnre,  which  does  not  depend  upon  the  condition 
of  the  petitioner,  and  which  cannot  be  denied 
to  man  in  any  condition.  This,  sir,  is  the 
principle  involved  in  the  inquiry  put  by  me  to 
the  Chiur — a  principle  more  than  recognized 
by  the  constitution,  which  has  declared  that 
this  right  shall  suffer  no  abridgment,  no  limita- 
tioa  whatever  I  If  you  now  abolish  this  prin- 
ciple, this  first  and  humblest  right  given  from 
God  to  every  human  being,  a  limitation  will 
next  be  put  to  the  right  of  petitioning,  in  the 
fbllest  extent  to  whidi'  party  madneae  might 
hereafter  be  inclined  to  carry  it.  If  the  Hotue 
shall  decide  that' the  paper  I  posseatt  comes 
nnder  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  16th  of 
January,  I  will  present  the  petition,  and  in 
doing  BO  shall  be  doing  my  duty— a  duty  of  the 
highest  importance  to  my  country,  to  humanity, 
and  to  hnman  nature.   What,  sir?   Will  you 

Eat  the  right  of  petitioning,  of  craving  for 
elp  and  mercy  and  protection,  on  the  footing 
of  political  privileges  ?  It  is  an  idea  which  has 
not  even  been  entertdned  by  the  utmost  ex- 
treme of  human  despotism ;  no  despot,  of  any 
age  or  clime,  haa  ever  denied  tliis  humble  priv- 
ilege to  the  poorest  or  the  meanest  of  hnman 
oreatnres.  If  this  HooBe  decides  that  It  will 
not  rec^ve  petitions  from  slaves,  nnder  any 
drcumstances,  it  will  cause  the  name  cMf  tJtiis 
country  to  be  enrolled  among  the  first  of  bar- 
barous nations.  A  petition  is  a  supplication ; 
and  supplication  for  whatt  For  relief  from 
those  who  have  the  power  to  give  relief  and 
who  are  placed  in  a  situation  to  attend  to  the 
cry  of  distress.  That  would  be  a  sad  day,  sir, 
in  my  opinion,  when  a  vote  shonld  pass  this 
House  that  would  not  receive  a  petition  from 
slaves?  What  wonld  it  lead  to?  When  the 
principle  is  once  began  of  limiting  the  right  of 
petition,  where  woold  it  stop!  GenUemen 
nave  objected  to  the  petition  immediately  pre- 
ceding tnat  whidk  I  presented,  because  it  came 
from  colored  people!  from  color  1  That,  sir, 
is  giving  color  to  an  idea  with  a  witness!* 
The  honorable  gentleman  makes  it  a  crime 
because  I  presented  a  petition  vhloh  he  affirms 
to  be  from  colored  women,  whidi  women  were 
of  infamous  charaoter,  as  me  honorable  geotie- 
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man  says— prostitutes,  I  think  the  gentleman 
said. 

[Mr.  Patton  explained.  He  (Mr.  P.)  did  not 
say  they  were  prostitutes;  the  objection  he 
made  was  that  the  petition  came  from  free 
mulattoes  in  the  South ;  he  did  not  object  on 
the  ground  of  opposition  to  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, hut  because  ho  (Mr.  P.)  considered  that 
the  House  ouglit  to  refuse  to  open  its  doors  to 
wptlcations  from  the  Etottthem  daves.  As  to 
the  infamous  character  of  the  women  in  ques- 
tion, he  mentioned  that,  not  as  if  he  deemed  it 
a  reason  for  refosing  the  right  to  petition,  but 
becaose  he  wished  to  wipe  away  the  st^  from 
the  ladies  of  Fredericksburg,  as  these  women 
had  been  called  ''ladies  of  Fredericksburg" 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Adahs.)  He 
(Mr.  P.)  was  sure  that  no  ladies  from  Fred- 
ericksburg had  sent  endi  a  petition  to  this 
House.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr,  A.)  was  not 
certain  that  he  called  them  ladies,  or  whether 
the  petition  itself  had  not  stated  that  they  were 
ladies.  Whenever  he  presented  petitions  from 
ladies,  he  was  not  ia  the  habit  of  uring  that 
term  for  their  deNgnation;  the  word  '^womaa" 
was  an  expression  mnbh  dearer  to  his  htaxt 
than  that  of  "lady."  Bnt  to  return  to  the 
idea  he  was  about  to  enforce.  He  (Mr.  A.) 
thought  the  honorable  gentieman  had  sud  that 
they  were  infamous;  but  ti^e  proposition  which 
he  would  ever  maintain  was  thiat  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  of  be^ng  for  mercy,  as  it 
did  not  depend  upon  condition,  so  also  it  did 
not  depend  npon  character;  it  was  a  right 
which  could  not  be  denied  to  the  poorest,  the 
humblest,  and  thb  most  wretched ;  and,  more- 
over, it  was  a  right  which  could  not  be  refused 
to  the  most  vile,  tiie  most  abandoned,  or  most 
in&mouB.  He  Qlr,  A.)  cUd  not,  however, 
know  that  they  were  in  the  present  cose  in- 
&mou8,  but  he  tiiooght  that  was  the  word 
used  in  debate  by  the  honorable  gentieman, 
(Mr.  pATTON,)  and  that  it  was  so  reported  in 
the  National  Intelligencer. 

|lfr.  Patton  again  explained.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
had  not  said  that  be  knew  those  women.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  disclaim  any  knowl- 
edge of  them ;  for  he  hod  been  going  to  ask, 
if  they  were  infamous  women,  then  who  was 
it  that  had  made  them  infamous!  Kot,  he 
believed,  their  own  color,  bat  their  masters ; 
and  he  had  heard  it  sMd,  in  proof  of  this  facl^ 
and  he  was  inclined  to  believe  it  was  the  case, 
that  tibero  existed  great  resemhlonoeB  in,  the 
South  between  tiie  progeny  of  the  colored 
people  and  the  white  men  who  el^ed  the 
possession  of  them.  Thus,  perhaps,  the  charge 
of  being  infamous  might  be  retorted  upon 
those  who  made  it,  as  originating  frran  them- 
selves. 

[Great  agitation  in  tiie  House. 
Mr.  Glascock  here  interposed,  and  produced 
tnm  the  Clerk's  table  the  original  petition 
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referred  to,  and  said  that  it  bore  on  its  back  aa 
eDdoTsement  in  Mr.  Adams's  hand,  "  from  nine 
ladies  of  Frederioksbnrg."  Cries  of  order  1 
order  I] 

Mr.  Adaub  continued.  He  (Kr.  A.)  would 
observe  that  he  did  not  know  they  were  colored 
people;  whether  they  were  called  ladies  or 
women  was  very  indifferent;  the  term  "wo- 
man "  was  enough  for  him.  But  (observed 
Mr.  A.)  if  yon  once  admit  the  principle  that 
the  right  of  petition  is  limited,  and  will  not 
apply  to  slaves,  the  next  thing  will  be  to  limit 
it  still  further,  by  extending  the  limitation  to 
free  colored  people ;  and,  after  this,  the  next 
Ihnitation  will  be  to  the  qaestioa  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  petitioners ;  then  the  next  limita- 
tion will  be  to  inquire  on  what  ude  of  jpolitical 
parties  are  the  petitioners ;  and  then,  sir,  from 
one  aide  all  petitions  wUI  be  perfectly  good  and 
receivable,  but  on  the  other  side  all  the  peti- 
tions will  be  from  people  of  bad  character, 
according  to  the  representations  of  any  member 
who  may  say  he  does  not  know  who  they  are ; 
they  will  be  all  infamous,  sir,  who  are  on  the 
wrong  side.  This  will  be  the  case.  To  this 
state  "will  tilings  come  if  the  right  of  petition 
shall  be  limited  by  peculiar  distinctions,  and 
shall  be  made  to  rest  on  such  grounds  as  these 
which  have  been  relied  apon  in  this  debate. 

Another  gentieman  (Mr.  BorasTSOK)  has 
taken  another  ground.  He  says  the  right  of 
petition  is  not  to  be  admitted,  except  when  it  is 
m  the  power  of  the  petitioned  to  grant 
the  object  prayed  for.  There  is  some  plausi- 
bility here ;  the  ezpedieocy  of  petitioning  those 
who  have  not  the  power  to  grant  the  petition 
miffht,  perhaps,  be  made  a  question ;  but  the 
right  itself  is  not  affected.  The  absence  of 
power  on  the  one  side  does  not  involve  the 
deprivation  of  a  right  on  the  other  side ;  in- 
com]>etency  in  one  man  does  not  involve  the 
deprivation  of  bis  rights  to  another  man ;  take 
away  the  party  petitioned,  the  party  offering 
the  petition  remains  with  all  its  rights  un- 
impaired. Where,  then,  is  the  objection? 
BeUdes,  the  power  to  grant  a  petition  might 
be  made  one  o{  the  most  moated  questions  in 
the  wwld.  If  the  right  of  presenting  a  peti- 
tion or  of  not  presenting  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  question  of  power,  then  it  may  be 
shown,  by  the  opinions  of  slaveholders  them- 
selves, that  Congress  has  the  power ;  and,  con- 
sequently, according  to  tbe  gentieman's  own 
ftrgnmenL  the  right  of  petition  is  also  possessed 
on  the  other  side.  The  opinion  that  Oongresr 
had  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  was  entertmned  by  the  great 
minority  of  Southern  gentlemen  themselves 
only  a  few  years  ago ;  now,  however,  not  many 
can  be  found  who  would  ventore  to  acknowl- 
edge BQch  an  opinion.  Stnae,  indeed,  there 
are,  -who  have  that  magnanimity,  though  I 
know  not  what  it  may  cost  them  for  expressing 
their  (pinions,  I  appeal  to  the  records  of  this 
House,  which  will  snow  thut,  on  the  qnestion 
of  its  power  to  abolish  shivery  in  the  District, 
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a  great  minority  of  ttus  Honse  will  be  ftnind  to 
have  been  in  its  &Tor;  the  House  has  been, 
heretofore  almost  nnauimons  on  the  subject 
The  honorable  gentieman  (Mr.  Bobbbtson) 
thinks  that  Congress  has  no  such  power ;  and 
that  therefore,  on  this  account,  the  petitions 
ought  not  to  be  received.  The  ground  be  (Mr. 
Robertson)  takes  is  this :  that  the  petitioner 
has  no  right  to  petition,  because  Congress  has 
no  power  to  ^rant  I  Let  us  concede  the  prem- 
ises, then  it  is  clear  that  the  whole  right  of 
petition  is  rendered  a  nulUty ;  it  is  reduced  to 
□othiug;  it  is  annihilated-  for,  let  but  a  ma- 
jority only  please  to  assert  the  absence  of  power 
on  any  question  not  agreeable  to  them  to  enter- 
tain, and  (according  to  the  argument)  tbe  right 
of  petition  ceases  to  eaist,  1>ecau8e  of  the  alleged 
absence  of  power  I 

As  to  the  character  of  petitioners,  I  wish  it 
was  in  my  power  to  elucidate  the  pr<n>08ition 
which  I  mamtain  ;  and  which  is,  that  the  right 
of  petition  does  not  depend  upon  any  moral 
qualifications.  '  But  I  shall  not  now,  sir,  urge 
any  arguments  to  illustrate  this  proposition. 
GenUemen,  indeed,  have  duiired  to  found  the 
right  of  petition  on  moral  character ;  but  I  shall 
show  that  it  cannot  be  limited. 

I  wonld  take  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable 
gentieman  from  Virnnia,  (Mr.  Patton,)  which 
tiie  ^>eaker  has  decided  to  be  the  subject  before 
the  House,  instead  of  the  abstract  proposition 
put  by  myself  to  the  Chair ;  tbongh  that  propo- 
sition, nr,  was  the  real  question  befbre  the 
House ;  and  it  was  this  :  "  Whether  the  paper 
I  held  in  my  hand  came  mider  tbe  rule  of  the 
18th  of  January."  Kow,  sir,  in  the  conrse  of 
the  arguments  which  I  have  heard  on  this  sui>- 
ject,  (or,  I  shonld  say,  debates,  rather  than  ar- 
gnments,)  the  attention  of  the  House  has  been 
diverted  into  different  channels,  and  the  sul^ject- 
matter  of  debate  has  been  changed  from  my 
question  first  propounded  to  the  Chair,  to  other 
and  different  questions,  almost  without  number, 
and  all  of  them,  sir,  relating  to  me,  all  their 
object  being,  to  the  very  last,  down  to  tiiis  final 
resolaticNO,  cNffered  by  tiie  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Pattoh  5  I  oljeot  of 
them  all  has  been  to  pass  censure  upon  me. 
Yes,  sir,  to  pass  censure,  either  direct  or  im- 
plied, upon  myself  for  having  asked  a  ^ple 
qnestion  of  the  Speaker  [ 

I  do  not  propose,  rir,  to  go  through  alt  the 
speeches  which  fell  upon  me  so  thiclHy,  which  ^ 
came  down,  pounc^g  upon  me  like  so  many 
eagles  upon  a  dove,  calling  me  in&mons,  with 
tother  harsh  expressions ;  nay,  from  one  quarter 
of  the  House  I  heard  cries  "  Expel  him  1  Expel 
him  I  "  However,  sir,  I  will  lay  ah  this  aside. 
First  came  a  resolution  by  the  gentieman  from 
Ge(H^^  (Mr.  Hatcts  ;)  that  vaa  aooceeded  by 
the  resolution  of  the  geatleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Thokpsoh  ;)  tiien  came  a  modifi- 
cation by  tbe  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Lewis,) — all  of  them,  sir,  reminding  me  of 
what  Dame  Quickly  says :  Oh  I  day  and  night, 
but  these  are  bitter  words."  Yes,  sir,  they  ail  . 
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contained  very  bitter  words  against  me ;  bnt, 
DDfbrtnnatelj,  in  the  midst  of  ail  the  joy  and 
hopes  of  certain  triamph,  when  the  gentlemen 
were  quite  sure  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
Totes  of  this  House  against  me,  I  was  obliged 
to  ask  tiiat,  If  bronght  as  a  CQlprit  to  the  bar, 
to  receive  censure  as  a  orimlnal,  the  gentlmen 
woidd  first  amend  their  resolution  a  little,  be- 
eanse  it  was  contrary  to  fiwts.  Well,  sir,  they 
took  advantage  of  my  suggestion,  and  whisk 
came  another  resolution,  as  bitter  as  the  first, 
ohardng  me  as  guilty  of  a  gross  contempt  of 
the  Honse;  then  came  a  second  resolution, 
bringing  me  in  guilty  of  trifling  with  the  House, 
because,  as  it  was  presumeo,  I  suffered  the 
House  to  believe  the  facts  to  be  true  ;  and  so, 
sir,  I  was  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
for  letting  the  House  believe  what  they  bad  not 
the  slightest  right  to  believe  I  I  was  to  he  found 
guilty,  sir,  for  permitdng  the  House  to  believe 
as  true  a  thing  wtiioh  there  had  not  been  one 
word  uttered  ny  me  authorizing  them  even  to 
infer,  much  less  to  believe.  Another  resola- 
tion  was  then  discussed,  but  it  had  not  been 
long  before  the  House,  when  It  was  found  that 
it  would  Dot  do ;  and  then  came  a  fresh  resolu- 
tion ;  at  lost,  after  all,  came  the  proposition  by 
the  honorable  gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Dbougoole,)  of  which  I  shall  not  speak  much, 
though  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  made  a 
theme  for  merriment  to  the  House ;  for  it  was 
charged  upon  me  b^  this  resolution  that  I  bad 
given  color  to  an  idea;  to  this  resolution  an 
amendment  was  proposed,  which  was  immedi- 
ately seconded  by  the  genUeman  from  Alabama, 
(Ur.LBWu;)  and  this  also  was  a  motion  censur- 
ing me  for  giving  color  to  an  Idea ;  then,  im- 
mediately afwr,  as  nothing  yet  would  answer  the 
purpose,  whisk  came  another  resoluUon,  chang- 
ing the  whole  ground,  and  censuring  me,  not 
for  what  I  had  done,  but  for  what  I  had  not 
done ;  because,  forsooth,  I  had  given  cclor  to 
an  idea.  But  the  gentleman  from  Haine  (Mr. 
Evans)  has  anticipated  me  in  most  of  the  ob- 
servations I  proposed  to  make  on  this  charge, 
and  I  shall  say  no  more  on  that  subject. 

I  did  not  ^t  up  soon  enough  to  set  all  these 
gentlemen  nght,  to  show  them  the  best  way  to 
censure  me,  and  prevent  them  from  running 
wild  in  the  maimer  they  had  done,  bringing  for- 
ward resolutions  In  snoh  rapid  saooeasion,  but 
all  of  them,  nnfortonately  for  the  movers,  con- 
trary to  facts.  I  beg  the  honorable  gentlemen 
(Messrs.  Lewis  and  Tbohfsok)  to  remember 
that  when  I  say  there  was  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  tills  last  resolution  of  theirs,  I  do  nov 
intend  to  impeach  their  veracity ;  there  are  no 
two  men  in  whom  I  would  place  more  confi- 
dence, so  far  as  to  confide  to  them  all  that  I 
possess ;  bat  I  say  that,  in  offering  this  resolu- 
tion to  the  House,  inflicting  censure  upon  one 
who  has  never,  in  nil  bis  parliamentary  career, 
given  offence  to  them,  they  went  a  little  beyond 
the  bounds  of  that  course  of  conduct  which  is 
due  from  one  gentleman  of  this  House  to  an- 
other ;  and  I  would  only  give  them  one  wwd 


of  friendly  admoDitioM,  that,  when  in  future, 
they  may  wish  to  censure  me,  they  would  first 
be  caref^  to  pay  more  attention  to  facta. 

eir.  Lewis  ex^^Iained.  He  (Mr.  L.)  bad  risen 
is  place  and  inquired  what  was  tiie  charac- 
ter the  petition ;  this  was  full  two  hours 
before  he  had  any  idea  that  It  was  not  a  peti- 
tion for  abolition.] 

Mr.  Abaus  continued. '  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  ex- 
tremely glad  to  admit  the  explanation,  and  he 
hoped  the  gentlemen  would  not  feel  it  unkind 
when  he  only  gave  them  his  advice — advice 
from  on  old  man  addressed  to  those  who  were 
yet  young ;  and  that  advice  was,  that  when  in 
future  they  charged  others  with  crimes,  first  to 
be  quite  sure  of  uieir  facta.  But  he  would  now 
call  for  another  explanation  from  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson  ;)  and,  if 
that  gentleman  and  the  House  would  permit 
him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  read  from  the  National 
Intculigencer  the  report  of  what  he  had  said  in 
the  House,  and  would  beg  to  ask  that  gentle- 
man (Mr.  TnoupsoK)  if  the  saitimenta  as  here 
reported  are  really  the  expresaon  oi  his  owa 
deliberate  and  reflected  opinion.  % 

"  Does  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  wlu<h 
he  nves  to  the  right  of  pe^tion,  thiolt  that  it  Ii^ 
clu&  slaves  *  If  lie  does  not,  he  has  wilfully  vio* 
Uted  the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  fcelinga  of  its 
members.  Does  that  gentlenoan  knov  that  Uiere  are 
laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and  here,  for  the  punlsh- 
roent  of  those  who  excite  insurrectioii  ?  I  can  tell 
him  that  there  are  such  things  as  grand  juries ;  and 
sir,  the  juries  of  tbia  Distnct  have,  as  I  doubt  not 
they  have,  proper  iuteUigence  and  spirit,  he  may 
jBt  be  made  unenaUa  to  aaotber  tttimoal,  and  we 
may  jet  see  in  iiuseudUry  brought  to  oond%n  panUi- 
meat." 

[Mr.  Tbovfsoit  explained.  He  (Mr.  T.)  would 
state  to  the  Honse  that  he  bad  thought  there 
was  not  one  human  being  living  who  entertain- 
ed the  opinion  that  slaves  had  any  right  to 
petition,  under  any  circumstances.  When  he 
(Mr.  T.)  first  heard  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (M>.  Adams,)  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
T.)  that  the  gentleman  had  acted  wilihlly,  until 
he  afterwards  heard  him  state  differently.  As 
to  the  other  portion  of  the  report,  he  (Sfr.  T.) 
bad  thought  at  the  time  it  was  a  petition  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  which  had  been  pre- 
sentedf  cm  which,  account  he  had  characterized 
it  as  he  had  done  in  the  report.  He  (Mr.  TO 
spoke  as  a  lawyer,  and  wonld  observe  that  auh 
is  the  law  in  ^mth  Gardina.] 
^  Mr.  Adahs  resumed.  There,  sir,  stands  the 
sentiment ;  there  is  the  written  record,  in  which 
the  gentleman  has  threatened  me  with  an  in- 
dictment before  the  grand  jury  of  the  District, 
of  Columbia^  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  for 
words  spoken  in  this  House  1  And  now  the 
gentieman  (Mr.  Thompsoit,  of  Bouth  Carolina) 
has  again  avowed  the  sentiment,  and  declares 
that,  if  the  petition  had  been  aach  as  he  imagin- 
ed, he  would  still  not  only  call  me  to  the  bar 
of  thia  House,  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  Speak- 
er, but)  in  ad^tion  to  this,  be  wxRild  invoke 
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fhe  Tongeftnoe  of  a  ffead  Joir  upon  my  head  I 
Yes,  rir,  he  (Mr.  THOunoM)  wonld  make  a 
member  of  this  House  amenable  to  a  grand 
Jury  1  Such  being  the  case,  ur,  I  would  beg  to 
mvite  that  gentleman,  when  he  goes  home,  to 
Btudy  a  little  the  first  principles  of  ciTil  liberty. 
As  that  ffentlemaa  appears  here  the  representa- 
tive of  slaveholders,  I  should  like  to  know,  sir, 
how  many  others  there  are,  if  any,  who  are 
prepared  to  endorse  his  sentiments.  If  this 
House,  sir,  is  come  to  this  point ;  if  a  member 
of  Congress,  in  presenting  a  petition,  let  it  be 
for  whatever  object  it  may,  is  amenable,  not  to 
tlus  House,  sir,  but  to  the  grand  Jury  of  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  if  this  is  the  opinion  of 
the  slftveholding  gentlemeD,  let  it  go  before  the 
nation ;  let  the  pe(^le  know  who  they  are  who 
have  uttered  snch  b  sentimMit,  and  made  andt 
an  avowal  I 

[Mr.  Wise  rose  and  said  he  wonld  not  en- 
dorse that  sentiment ;  if  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought 
that  the  members  of  the  legislative  branch 
were  responsible  to  any  tribimalj  that  of  the 
grand  and  petit  juries  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia would  be  the  last  in  the  world  he  would 
wish  to  see  this  House  (which  represented  the 
sovereign  people  of  America)  responsible  to. 
This  little  tribunal  of  the  District,  to  which  it 
was  proposed  to  subjeot  the  American  people, 
in  the  persons  of  their  repreaentatiTea,  was  no- 
toriously nndw  the  dictaaon  and  authority  of 
the  Executive,  who  already  dictated  both  to  the 
Senate  and  to  this  Hoosa] 

}Cr.  AnAifH,  in  continuation,  replied.  If  the 
law  of  South  Carolina  is  a  good  aignm«it  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carouns,  ^Mr. 
Tbohfson,)  and  if  a  member  .of  that  Legisla- 
ture is  made  amenable  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
batCf  not  only  to  the  Legislature,  but  also  to 
the  grand  and  petit  juries — if  that,  sir,  is  the 
law  of  South  CaroUoa,  I  thank  Glod  I  am  not 
a  citizen  of  South  Carolinal    [Great  agitation.] 

In  the  kinsdom  of  Great  Britun,  where  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  subiect 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  King  before  his  elec- 
tion is  confirmed,  even  tiier&  sir^the  first  thing 
the  Bpetdcer  addresses  to  uie  King,  after  me 
election,  is  a  demand  of  freedom  speech  in 
the  House ;  and  the  £ing  never  sends  him, 
sir,  to  the  grand  or  petit  jury,  to  know  how  far 
the  House  is  under  liability  for  words  spoken  in 
debate.  Such  a  sentiment,  sir,  uttered  in  this 
House,  such  a  threat  held  out  to  the  representa- 
Uves  of  this  nation,  when  it  shall  come  before 
the  world  in  the  report  of  this  debate,  cannot 
£eu1  to  excite  contempt  and  amazement ;  Mid  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  no  less  surprise  that,  when 
utterance  was  given  to  such  a  sentiment,  it  was 
not  immediately  rebuked  by  the  Speaker.  If, 
sir,  a  resolation  of  oensore  was  ever  ealted  for, 
I  know  Aot  what  conld  more  imperativ^  de- 
mand it  than  snch  a  deduction  made  in  tills 
House.  I  know  not  what  it  could  be  posslbto 
to  utter  more  proper  to  subject  any  member  to 
be  called  to  answer  for  as  a  gross  contempt  np- 
on  thia  House  1   Witat^  sirl   We,  the  iepr»> 


[H.OS  B. 

sentatiTes  of  the  nation,  are  all  <tf  ns  sabjeet 

to  the  nrand  Jury  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  woras  here  spoken  1  We  from  the  Korthem 
and  Eastern  Statee  are  liable,  or,  to  be  indicted 
as  fedons  and  inoendiaries  for  presenting  peti- 
tioDs  not  exactly  agreeable  to  some  memoers 
from  the  South  f  Is  that  the  tenure  on  which 
we  hold  our  seats?  If  it  is,  I  wish  the  House 
may  pass  the  resolution  that  whoever  hereafter 
proposes  to  hand  up  a  petition  from  slaves  is  an 
enemy  to  the  Union.  If  this,  sir,  is  the  otaidl- 
tion  of  this  House,  the  gentieman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wns)  has  anti<^pated  me  in  what  I  was 
going  to  say :  if  a  grand  jnry,  to  wluch  the 
gentiemaa  (Mr.  Thdhfsov)  pnrooses  to  make 
me  amenable  for  things  done  in  this  Honsih 
eonstltntel  as  in  the  nature  of  things  a  grand 
jnry  will  be  in  this  District—if  they  are  to  be 
the  avengers  of  words  ^wken  in  this  House,  it 
will  not  be  long  be&H«  the  gentleman  himsuf 
will  have  to  answer  before  a  grand  jnry  as  an 
ino^iary  for  things  sud  not  pleasing  to  the 
Executive  I  Let  that  gentleman,  let  every 
member,  ask  his  own  heart,  with  what  coufl- 
denoB,  with  what  peaceful  eaise,  with  what  free- 
dom, with  what  firmness,  would  he  be  able  to 
give  utterance  to  his  real  sentiments  and  opin- 
ions, if  ho  felt,  as  he  was  speaking,  that  for 
every  word,  for  every  propoution,  relating  to 
human  freedom,  he  was  liable  to  be  brought  up 
for  punishment  as  a  fakm  before  a  grand  jorr 
of  the  District  of  Columbia t  A  lury,  idr,  <X 
twelve  men,  appointed  by  a  marshal,  boldinc 
his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Presidenti 
And  this  jury  is  to  be  the  sn^reme  jndge  <tf  the 
sovereign  American  people,  in  the  persMis  of 
their  representatives  1 

I  have  dwelt,  sir,  so  long  upon  this  topio 
that,  in  order  to  spare  the  time  of  the  House, 
I  shall  endeavor  Uy  abridge  what  remuns  for 
me  to  say.  I  do  not  know  but  that  I  should 
be  willing  to  take  the  question  on  the  whole 
proposition  censuring  me,  without  even  saying 
one  word  in  my  own  defiance,  leaving  it  entire 
ly  to  the  good  sense  and  to  the  Jnmoe  of  the 
Hoose.  Bat  it  is  not  posdble  fiu-  me  to  pass 
over  in  silence  the  sentiment  to  whidi  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  (Ifr.  I^omfsoit}  gave  utter- 
ance, and  which  was  not,  as  it  ought  to  hare 
been,  immediately  pnt  down  by  the  Bpeakor. 
Sir,  X  do  not  even  yet  know  what  is  the  answer 
of  the  House  to  the  question  propounded  by 
myself ;  no  qnesUoo  has  been  taken  upon  it ;  it 
does  not  yet  appear  what  portion  of  uie  South 
assents  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson.)  It  is  not  my 
desire,  nr,  to  urge  this  point  further  than  an 
imperative  sense  of  what  is  my  duty  requires 
me  to  do,  and,  on  thia  account,  I  repeat  I  canr- 
not  pass  it  over  in  silence.  I^  when  the  goi- 
tlenun,  (Mr.  Thohpsok,)  instead  of  coming  tt 
<moe  to  a  solution  (tf  that  qnestton,  broag^t 
forward  his  resolution  of  oeneore  against  me— 
sir,  if  he  thought  to  iHghtra  me  from  my  pur- 
pose— if  that,  sir,  was  his  ol^ect,  he  mistook 
usmanl  I  am  not  to  be  intiiiiKlated  1^^ the 
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gentleman  fcom  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Troiif- 
BOK,)  nor  by  aSl  the  grand  jnriea  in  the  nuiverse. 
The  right  by  which  every  member  of  this 
Honse  holds  his  seat  here  is  of  the  deepest  and 
ntmost  importance  to  the  whole  nation ;  and  I 
tmst  tiiis  debate  will  be  read  by  every  portion 
of  tJie  oonntiT,  and  that,  among  other  astonish- 
ing things  in  this  debate,  the  astonishing  threat 
of  tiie  gentleman  will  not  be  nnnoticed.  We 
have  heard,  sir,  of  the  great  snperiority  of 
Anglo-Saxon  blood.  What,  sir  I  is  there  a 
drop  of  that  blood  flowing  in  the  veins  of  any 
man  who  will  subscribe  to  such  a  political  doc- 
trine as  this  t  How  little  does  such  a  person 
understand  of  the  true  principles  of  freedom  in 
relatibn  to  the  powers  of  a  legislative  assem- 
bly I  I  would  ask  every  member  of  this  House, 
what  would  have  been  the  issue  if,  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons,  to  which  I  have  al- 
,  ready  alluded,  one  member  of  Parliament  should 
tell  another  member  that,  for  what  he  had  sud 
or  done  in  Parliament,  he  should  be  made  amen  - 
able  to  the  grand  jnry  of  the  city  of  Westmins- 
ter! it  vonld  be  too  ridionlmis  for  indig- 
nation ;  it  woidd  excite  one  universal  about  of 
laogbter;  it  wonld  from  thenceforth  render 
him  who  bad  uttered  the  menace, 

••Swmd  to  Hdl«iil«  Us  vh«l«  lUb  Itag, 
And  the  ud  borden  of  mant  merry  (ogg.* 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  make  my  detence 
in  any  system  or  order.  All  that  I  say  is  una- 
voidably desultory,  and  I  cannot  find  how  to 
arrange  a  reply  to  chaiges  made  In  such  variety 
and  disorder.  When  I  take  up  one  idea,  before 
I  can  give  color  to  the  idea,  it  has  already 
changed  its  form,  and  presents  itself  for  con- 
aideration  under  other  colors.  .  The  attack  upon 
myself  has  assnmed  bo  many  jiorms  that  I  can 
cwipare  it  to  nothing  so  well  as  to  an  actor  on 
the  stage,  'who  cfaongM  bis  dresses  and  makes 
Ids  appearance  so  frequently  in  different  guise, 
that  no  one  can  tell  that  it  is  the  same  actor.  Just 
BO  are  all  the  resolutions,  variable  and  chan^ng, 
which  charge  me  with  giving  color  to  an  idea. 
If  I  were  to  plead  guilty,  what  is  the  offence  ? 
Am  I  to  be  iound  guilty  for  giving  color  to  an 
idea  f  Or,  if  I  would  defend  myself  what  ex- 
cuse con  be  alleged?  What  defence  can  be 
made  against  this  new  crime  of  giving  color  to 
ideas  ?  I  am  not  able,  therefore,  to  act  as  if  I 
knew  what  was  the  cause  which  existed  for 
pas^g  censure  upon  me.  But,  I  beg  to  say,  I 
should  deem  it  to  be  the  h«tvlest  calamity 
which  has  ever  befallen  me  in  the  course  of  a 
life  chequered  irltb  many  vicissitudes,  if  a  vote 
of  censure  from  this  Honse  should  pass  upon 
my  name,  or  upon  any  action  of  mine  in  this 
House.  Yes,  nr,  I  profess  and  avow  that,  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life,  this  would  be 
what  I  should  regard  the  beaviest  of  all  calam- 
ities which  bad  befallen  me  t  And  now,  when 
I  thus  speak,  am  I  treating  witli  contempt  tiiis 
House  ?  Have  I  ever  done  so  ?  Has  not  the 
honor  of  this  House  been  among  the  first  and 
dearest  sentiments  of  my  heart  ?  I  have  revcr- 
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enced  this  House  as  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  people  of  this  Union.  I  have  further  felt 
that  sentiment  which  is  called  the  etprit 
eorpa.  I  appeal  to  this  House  if  I  have  not 
been  the  first  to  come  forward  and  defend  its 
honor  and  dignity  on  more  than  one  occafdon. 
When  members  of  this  House,  in  the  habit  of 
voting  differentiy  fNnn  myself,  were  charged 
with  liability  to  bribery,  when  it  was  said  of 
them  (and  wat  by  one  to  wb(Hn  they  are  most 
devoted)  that  they  would  have  been  bribed,  I, 
sir,  was  the  first  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  House,  and  to  repel  the  foul  accu- 
sation I  Again,  when  other  charges  wore  made 
s^ainst  the  honor  of  this  House,  (from  what 
quarter  I  will  not  say,)  was  I  found  back- 
word  in  supporting  its  character  ?  Axe  these  in- 
stances of  contempt!  And  now  am  I  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar  for  a  contempt  of  this 
House,  for  doing  that  which  was  done  in  tlie 
most  resi>ectful  manner  which  it  was  possible 
to  devise!  For  asking  a  question  of  the 
Speaker ;  consulting  bim  first  upon  the  admis- 
sibility of  a  petition  by  the  rules  of  the  House  ! 
If  I  am  deserving  censure  fbr  maJdng  this  in- 
quiry of  the  Speuccr,  your  Speaker,  who  made 
the  inquiry  of  the  House,  is  much  more  deserv- 
ing of  censure.  But  if  a  majority  of  this  House 
shall  be  found  to  pass  censure  on  me,  he  it 
so ;  and  if  I  have  an  enemy,  let  bim  know  that 
he  baa  triumphed ;  for  a  worse  calamity  could 
not  befall  me  on  earth. 

Hy  first  objection  to  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  gentieman  from  Yii^inia  (Mr.  Pat- 
ton)  is,  that  it  does  not  meet  and  answer  my 
question.  It  does  not  say,  if  the  House  will 
receive  a  ^tition  from  slaves,  or  if  it  will  not; 
that  question,  the  origind  question,  and  the  one 
still,  as  I  think,  before  the  House,  is  not  met ; 
we  are  left  in  the  dark  whether  it  is  proper  or 
not ;  no  one  knows.  But  suppose  it  is  proper, 
where  then  is  the  offence  in  asking  if  it  be 
proper!  And  suppose  the  Honse  dedde  that 
it  is  improper,  where  then  is  the  offence  in  as- 
certaining, in  asking  merely,  what  is  the  dlE- 
position  of  the  House !  I^t  this  question  be 
brouglit  to  a  vote ;  I  wish  to  record  my  vote  on 
this  subject ;  I  consider  it  among  my  most  im- 
perious duties  to  do  so;  the  liberty  of  every 
member  of  Congress  depends  upon  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  let  me  s^,  u  the  House  has  any 
respect  for  itself,  it  will  never  pass  such  a  vote 
as  tbb,  namel;)r,  that  the  House  will  refuse  to 
receive  a  petition  from  skves. 

The  next  olfjeotion  which  I  have  to  state 
against  the  resolution  of  censure  is  this:  in- 
stead of  answering  the  questwn  put  by  me  to 
the  Chidr,  It  turns  upon  the  man ;  it  runs  away 
from  the  question,  and  fixes  upon  an  ideal  man, 
on  "  whosoever  hereafter  shtdl  propose  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves,"  he,  the  ideal  man, 
the  future  existence,  '*is  an  enemy  to  the 
Union."  What  is  all  that,  sir,  but  the  same  in 
snbstonce  as  the  intimidation  which  was  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Twamos^  that  whoever  presented  anoh  a 


Digitized  by 


Cmmire  efMr.  Adamt. 


ynxBAaXf  1887.] 

peUHon  should  be  brought  before  the  grand 
jni7  aa  inoendiaries  ?  It  is  a  declaration,  It  is 
a  menaoe,  a  threat,  that  any  member  who  shall 
herMfter  present  a  petition  from  persons  held 
In  slavery,  be  the  object  of  the  petition  ever  so 
reasonable,  shall  be  amenable  to  pnnishment ; 
it  is  a  threat,  a  menace,  a  terrifying  limitation 
to  the  freedom,  of  speech  and  action  in  this 
House,  If  the  rote  pass,  I,  sir,  shall  submit, 
and  will  not  present  the  petition ;  bat,  at  the 
same  time,  I  aball  think  that  it  is  a  most  dis- 
graceAil  rasidation,  snmndeiiiig  op  at  ooce  the 
rij^ti  of  everj  man  in  tiiis  Hotue.  "What 
member  of  Omogress,  mr,  who  tiiinka  as  I  do, 
and  who  might  present  petitions  from  dave& 
foQQded  on  Just  and  reasonable  groands,  would 
fed  himself  a  free  agent  in  this  House  ?  Kot 
mdr  he  is  interdicted  from  presenting  such  a 
pentioD,  bnt,  at  the  same  time,  his  fraedom  of 
action  is  placed  under  limitation  in  this  Houm, 
'Bj  such  a  step  the  whole  question  of  lil)erty 
and  independence  is  surrendered,  is  abandoned  I 
If^  by  this  resolution,  you  decide  that  a  man  is 
infamous  for  m^ing  a  proposition  in  this 
Honse,  which  in  itself  is  not  unreasonable,  bnt 
which  gives  offence  only  because  it  comes  from 
a  faomaa  bdng  who  is  in  a  state  of  davery — if 
joa  do  thia,  when  oom  yon  have  taken  this 
step,  yon  may  next  expect  resolbitions  declaring 
a  mmbOT  intheiafatority  lufiunonafor  diqtleaa- 
iDff  the  nu^tnl^. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolution,  I  not 
only  do  not  assent  to  it,  bnt  I  ask  as  a  right  of 
the  House  not  to  pass  it.  It  is  only  a  substitute 
for  all  the  other  resolutions  of  a  stronger  char- 
acter, which  appeared  and  disappeared,  one 
after  the  other ;  all  of  them,  however,  calling 
me  to  the  bar  to  answer,  as  if  gxulty  of  con- 
tempt towards  the  House.  This  resolntion, 
however,  goes  npon  the  ground  that  I  submit, 
that  I  plcM  eoilty ;  and  therefore,  out  of  pure 
kindneaa,  as  I  have  acknowledged  the  c^ence, 
then  la  no  neaessify  of  AirOier  aetitai  in  refier- 
enoe  to  me :  it  wesumes  Hiat  I  have  made  con- 
eesBtons  which  I  have  not  made,  and  that  bnt 
for  snch  snpposed  concessions,  I  ongbt  to  have 
been  punished,  for  doing  my  duty  in  this 
House  I  If  sncJi  a  resolution  as  this  were  to 
pass,  it  wonld  be  said  that,  npon  the  most  im- 

Ertant  question  that  ever  come  before  the 
)U8e  since  its  first  ori^n,  I  had  received  a 
pardon  from  the  House— tliat  the  House  had 
foiglven  me.  Forgive  me,  sir?  What  for? 
For  any  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House? 
Was  it  a  violation  of  the  rules  to  ask  the 
^aker  if  a  paper  not  presented  came  under 
toe  nilea,  and  so  might  be  presentedl  Was 
that  a  violation  of  tiie  roles  of  the  Bouse? 
Bat  soppoae  for  a  moment  that  it  was  a  viola- 
tion  of  any  role  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Speak- 
er, what  was  the  dnty  of  the  Speaker?  Ought 
he  not  to  have  answered  the  question,  and  to 
have  said  "  So ; "  and  that  the  paper  I  held  in 
my  posaesition  it  would  be  out  of  order  to  pre- 
sent? If  the  Speaker  did  not  rebuke  me,  out 
You  XZIL-19 
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add,  as  he  did  say,  that  it  was  a  novel  question, 
and  that  he  would  take  the  advice  of  the  House, 
then,  if  I  am  to  be  indicted  befwe  &o  grand 
Jury  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  the  Speakw 
must  be  indicted  along  with  me  for  putting  to 
the  advice  of  the  House  the  question  which  he 
put  to  it :  I  only  put  the  question  to  the  Speak- 
er, but  the  ^>eaker  put  the  question  to  tha 
House. 

I  am  content  that  the  whole  question  go  be- 
fore the  nation  as  it  is  reported  in  the  K^onal 
IntelligenoOT  of  this  morning.  And  here  I  will 
saj  that  I  am  not  conscnons  having  f^vea  tlie 
least  particle  of  offence  to  the  Hous&  nw  of 
having  done  any  thing  which  I  would  not  do 
over  agun.  My  conduct  was  dictated  by  a 
sense  of  dnty,  and  in  the  same  persuasion  ot 
what  was  my  duty  I  rem^  still  nnahakco. 
But,  sir,  among  other  things  alleged  as  reasons 
for  censuring  me,  it  has  been  said  I  have  trifled 
with  the  House.  I  have  already  disd^med, 
and  again  I  not  only  disdidm  any  such  inten- 
tion, but  I  deny  that  any  man  in  this  Hoose 
has  ever  had  cause  to  believe  that  I  ever  trifled 
with  the  House.  Bnch  was  not  my  intention ; 
I  never  was  more  serious  in  any  moment  of  my 
life ;  tberefore^  I  am  unwilling  that  a  resoluticm 
should  pass  containing  the  dmlaratim  that  the 
House  ceased  all  farther  action  on  the  subject 
because  I  made  disoUdmers.  I  renoonoe  all  ad- 
vantaf^  on  the  ground  of  my  having  made  a 
disclaimer.  While  I  totally  disclaim  any  inten- 
tion of  trifling  with  the  House,  while  I  totally 
disclaim  any  purpose  of  offending  or  provoking 
any  of  the  members  of  thia  House,  while  I 
totally  disclaim  any  contemptuous  course  or 
any  violation  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  mr,  at  the  same  time,  I  di«<'laim  not  any 
particle  of  what  I  have  done;  not  a  single 
word  of  what  I  have  said  do  I  unsay ;  nay,  I 
am  ready  to  do  and  to  soy  the  same  agun  to- 
morrow. One  word  in  oonolarion:  1  would 
only  beg  the  House  and  Hie  country  to  exoner* 
ate  me  man  the  ohazse  of  oonanming  the  time 
of  the  House  here,  u  the  House  had  anfibred 
the  petitions  to  be  laid  on  tJie  table  with  the 
multitude  of  petitions  there  already  buried  in 
oblivion,  no  one  would  have  heard  of  it  any 
more.  As  to  the  time  occupied  by  me*in  pre- 
senting petitions,  the  whole  time  employed  by 
me  in  the  folfilment  of  this  great  doty  has  never 
at  any  one  time  exceeded  half  an  hour.  If 
members  have  risen  to  obstruct  me  in  doing  my 
duty,  raising  questions  and  debating  them  inter- 
minably, I  appeal  to  this  House,  I  appeal  to  the 
nation,  that  it  is  not  I  who  am  answerable  for 
tSiis  Iws  of  time. 

Mr.  Weuums,  of  Kortlt  Carolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  whole  8uq|ect  on  the  table. 
-  Mr.  Ghouoh  called  fivr  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Undbbwood  moved  an  a^onmment, 

Mr.  BotTLDiN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  to< 
acljoum  was  deeded  in  the  negative. 
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The  qnestiou  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  si^  dedded  in  the  negative 
—Teas  69,  nns  187. 

8o  the  motion  to  lay  <hi  the  table  wna  decided 
In  the  nM^ve. 

2fr.  llmxuiis,  of  Eentnckj,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  naya  on  ordering  the  nudn  question ; 
which  were  not  ordered :  and  the  nuun  qnea- 
ti<»i  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Vr.  Oahbbbleng  called  for  a  divlaion  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  separately  on 
each  resolution. 

The  quMtion  was  then  taken  on  tite  first 
resolution,  in  the  following  words : 

"  1.  JRetolvtd,  That  any  member  irlio  shall  here- 
after present  anj  peUdon  from  alavea  of  this 
Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  rewdless  oC  the 
f^eUngs  <n  the  Honae,  the  ^ts  <^  the  Sonttwm 
States,  and  unfHendly  to  the  Imiou:" 
And  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  Ofl,  nays, 
105,  aafcdloira: 

Tus.— Heaira.  Alfbrd,  Beale,  Bell,  Bonldin,  Boyd, 
Bynom,  John  Oalhoon^  Oambreleiw,  Campbell,  Car- 
tiT,  John  Chambers,  Chipm&D,  Nathanid  H.  Clu- 
borne,  John  F.  H.  (aaibonie,  Clerelasd,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cramer,  Coahman,  Dawson,  B^ierry, 
Dron^;ooIe,  Dunlap,  Elmore,  Forester,  French,  James 
Qariand,  Rice  Oariand,  Gbdson,  Glasoock,  Graham, 
Grantland,  Onres,  Grnjion,  GiUBa,  Jon^  Hall, 
IB^er,  Hannegan,  Hwden,  Albert  O.  Hairlson, 
Hawkins,  HsTnes,  Ho^y,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Eonteman,  Jenifer,  Joemih  Johnson,  Cave  Jt^mson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Lairier,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Hann,  Martin,  Hoses  Mason,  Hanry,  McKay, 
UoLene,  Meroer,  Miller,  Mwtgomeiy,  Monnn,  Ow- 
ens, Fatton,  Peyton,  Pickens,  Fim^ney,  Rendier, 
Jowph  Reynolds,  Bicbardson,  Robertsoo,  Rogers, 
WillW  B.  Sbepaid,  Aittostine  H.  Sbn^wrd,  8hi^^ 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Tomer,  Vandetpoel,  Ward,  White,  Lewis  WilUama, 
Oierrod  Williams,  Wise,  Tell— 92. 

Nats. — Messre.  Adaioa,  Chilton  Allan,  Eeman 
Allen,  Anthony,  A^ey,  Bdlcy,  Barton,  Beumont, 
Black,  Bodcee,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bu- 
dianan.  Bums,  Williun  B.  Calhoon,  Casey,  Geoige 
Chambers,  Cbaney,  Oi^jin,  Cbetwood,  ChilcUi,  CkA, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cushinf ,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fowler,  Fry,  FoUer,  Odbrailh,  Gillet,  Gran- 
fter,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Haiper, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hauitine,  Hoideraon,  Herod, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hnnt,  Hontington,  IngersoU, 
WiHtam  Jackson,  Janes,  Janris,  Boiianiln  Jones, 
Keimon,  KOnre,  Kliogensmith,  Lane,  Imports,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Thotnas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Login, 
Love,  Job  Hann,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  HcEoi- 
nan,  MUligan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phelps,  FhUlips, 
Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds,  Rossell,  Sdiend^  Sey- 
mour, ghinn,  Sicklee,  Blade,  Sloane,  ^Mtigler, 
Sprague,  Storer,  Sotheiland,  J<Aui  Ibomson,  Ckider- 
iroodj  W^ensr,  WardweH,  Wriater,  Wedoi,  Bidia 
WtaWleaey,  nioniM  T.  WUttlsaey^lOS. 

Bo  the  first  rewlnlion  wu  r^ected. 

Ur.  Piosxm  said  as  the  first  reiolntiou  had 
been  r^eoted,  he  hoped  the  mover  would  with- 
draw the  second. 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  the  resolution  oonld 
not  now  be  wimorawn. 


[FCBBDABT,  1887. 

Vr.  Hannkoan  moved  to  lay  the  Bectmd  reso- 
lution on  the  table;  which  was  pronounced  to 
be  out  of  order. 

lite  queHtion  was  then  taken  on  tlie  seoond 
resdlntion,  which  is  as  follows ; 

"  S.  lUtolvtd,  That  the  Hon.  Jonn  Q.  Adaxs  lav- 
ing solemnly  discUmed  all  deugn  of  ddns  any  thiiw 
disrespectfVil  to  the  House  in  tbe  Inquiry  he  made  oF 
the  Speaker  as  to  the  petition  poiporting  to  be  ftoxa 
slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  olfbr 
to  present  &.e  petiUtm  if  tbe  House  was  of  opbioa 
Aat  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — tberefine,  all 
f\ijther  prooeedlngs  In  regard  to  his  conduct  do  now 
oease:" 

And  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  21,  nays  187, 
as  follows : 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Black,  John  Calhoon,  Carter, 
y.  H.  Claibonie,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Craig,  De- 
berry,  Donhip,  Gliolson,  Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Liiwler, 
A  Hann,  Maury,  Peyton,  Robertscm,  Shidda^  8tKft- 
defer,  Wagoner,  S.  Williams— 21. 

Kats.- Meatrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Bailey,  Barton,  Braumont,  Bockee,  Bond, 
Borden,  Booldin,  Boyd,  Br^ga,  Kowu,  Budianan, 
Bums,  W,  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr, 
Casey,  Geoiee  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  uiq)]n,  Cbetwood,  Ctulds,  Claik,  Clcve> 
lan4^  Corwin,  Crane,  Cuahi^K,  Cuahman,  Darilngton, 
Denny,  Donblediv,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  Frcn^, 
F^,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Otuger,  Graves,  Orayson, 
Grennell,  Btiej,  Joseph  Hall,  Hihmd  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Haiper,  Samnel  S.  Hairiaon,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Haxeltine,  Henderson,  Herod,  £oar,  Holt, 
Hoi^lns,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Hmitii]|^ 
ton,  bigeiBoll,  Tnghaiw  W.  Jtckson,  Janes,  Jsrvis, 
Joseph  Johnson,  0.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Eoinoii, 
Kilgore,  KUogensmlth,  Lane,  Laporte,  lAwreooe, 
I«y,  Thomas  Xee,  lincdn,  L<^an,  Love,  Lucas,  J. 
Mann,  8.  Mason,  McOartv,  McKay,  McKennaa,  Miller, 
HilligaD,  Montf^mery,  Momn,  Morris,  Muhlenberg 
Page,  Pariter,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Rnckney,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Ridiardson,  Russell,  Scfaencb..  Seymour,  A  H. 
Shepperd,  Bbinn,  Oade,  Sloane,  ^wngl^,  Sprague, 
Bttwer,  Sntheiland,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turner, 
Undenrood,  Vanderpoel,  Wardwcll,  Webster,  Weeks, 
White,  S.  Whittles^,  niomu  T.  WUttlesey,  Lewis 
milisna,  Wise— 187. 

John  Qninoy  Adams  exensed. 

So  the  second  resolnUon  was  rejected. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lxsm  that 
the  House  do  adjourn ;  wluoh  waa  decided  in 
tiie  negative — yeas  72,  nays  84. 

Caae  ofB.  M.  WiUney. 
Hr.  WisK  then  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
thank  the  House  for  not  adjourning.  I  will 
detain  it  but  for  a  few  moments,  and  I  should 
not  press  the  matter  I  have  to  bring  to  its  no- 
tice at  this  time  bnt  for  the  fact  that  to-mor- 
row, and,  indeed,  during  the  whole  tiiue  of  the 
sesnms  of  tbe  Hona&my  doty  will  call  mr  at?- 
tention  to  the  Select  Oommittw  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  and  from  llie  oharaotar  of  tbe  report 
itself.  It  is  a  report  tfftoting  a  qnesti«a  of 
privily 

I  am  Erected,  eontinoed  Hr.  W.,  1^  the 
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committee  appointed  on  the  17th  <tf  JaDnaiy 
last,  to  report  the  foUowiDK  resolntion,  whioo, 
I  will  proiniBe,  was  adoptcn  1^  the  mumimoafl 
vote  of  the  committee.  Ur,  "V,  then  read  as 
follows : 

"  Benben  M .  Whitney,  who  hu  be«n  sommoned 
IS  a  vitnen  befirn  ^  oommUtee,  having,  hj  letter, 
infonned  the  ocnunlttee  of  his  peremptory  refusal 
to  attoid,  It  beoomcM  the  dnty  of  the  oommittee 
.to  make  the  House  aoqtaunted  with  the  Act;  there- 
fore, 

*'  Rewlved,  That  the  chainnan  be  directed  to  re- 
port the  letter  of  Renben  M.  Whitney  to  the  House, 
that  such  order  may  be  taken  thereoi  as  the  dignity 
and  cbancter  of  the  House  require." 

Mr.  W.  reiterated  tho  fact  that  this  resolntion 
had  been  onanimously  adopted,  and  he  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table  the  letter  of  the  witness,  to- 

Sther  with  another  letter  showing  the  manner 
which  the  farmer  had  been  oonunnnlcated 
to  the  Select  Committee. 

rThis  letter  was  from  the  Hon.  Abuxh  ICasn, 
of  J^ew  York;  bnt,  on  application,  it  conld  not 
be  obtained.] 

Mr.  W.  condnaed.  I  will  remark,  sir,  that 
by  this  commnnication  from  the  member  of  the 
comnuttee  into  whose  bands  the  letter  of  the 
witness  fell  before  it  fell  into  mine,  this  letter 
of  this  contumacious  witness  reached  the  com- 
mittee ;  bnt  I  could  not,  from  self-respect,  pre- 
sent it  Sir,  I  considered  it  disrespectfhl  to 
the  oommittee  as  much  as  to  myself  personally. 
I  ask  that  it  be  read.  « 

Ur.  FsAsoB,  of  IHiode  Island,  said,  nnder  the 
aii^KMriti<m  that  this  BQl^jeeC  wonld  oome  up  as 
tbe  Snt  badness  in  order  to-morrow  mining, 
and  as  it  was  one  tiiat  would  be  Ukely  to  pro- 
duce debate,  he  mored  that  the  House  o^oam. 


Fbidat,  February  10. 
Cauo/RM.  Whitney. 

The  unfinished  bnsiness  was  the  report  made 
last  evening,  from  Mr.  Wish,  chairman  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  incraire  into  the 
administration  of  the  Executive  Departments, 
stating  tliat  Beuben  IC.  Wlutney  bod  refoaed  to 
i^ear  hefine  the  said  eomndttee;  vbloh  re- 
wrt  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  &om  B.  U. 
Whitney,  and  a  memorial  from  him,  sent  for 
presentation  to  the  Speaker  on  Uondi^  last, 
but  which  was  not  presented,  owing  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Ur.  Adams. 

The  report  oondndes  with  liie  following  reso- 
lution: 

**  JtaotMd,  That  the  dudrmaa  be  Erected  to  re- 
port the  letter  to  the  House,  that  such  order  may  lie 
taken  as  the  dignity  and  diaraeter  of  the  House  re- 
quire." 

Ur.  WiSB  asked  that  the  oommunioation  of 
K  JL  Whitney  be  now  read,  that  the  House 
might  see  what  was  its  character,  and  take  snch 
stops  as,  in  its  Judgment,  might  be  necessary-  to 
debnd  Its  own  dl^ty. 


The  letter  and  memorial  having  been  read. 
The  Spuxbb  said  it  was  proper  .he  dionld 
state  that  on  Monday  lost,  after  the  meettbg  of 
the  House,  a  memorial  of  a  similar  character 
was  Imd  on  his  table.  It  was  not  in  order  on 
that  day  for  him  to  presmt  it,  nor  had  it  been 
in  order  since. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  stated  that,  in  the  fbw  re- 
marks which  be  had  to  submit,  he  shoald  make 
no  r^erence  to  any  proceedings  which  might 
have  occurred  in  reference  to  the  same  indi- 
vidual beftoe  another  select  committee  of  this 
House. 

He  would  offer  following  series  of  resolu- 
tions for  the  oondderatlon  ol  the  House : 

JiMolwd,  That  Reuben  U.  Whitney,  fat  refushig  to 
tttpear  as  a  witness  before  a  select  oommittee  of  this 
House,  acting  by  the  antliority  of  the  Hoose,  under  a 
nsolnticm  a  the  ITth  January  last,  after  being  duly 
sommoned  thereto,  has  been  gdlty  of  a  contempt  of 
the  onnmittee  and  of  the  House. 

RttUved,  That  the  letter  addressed  by  the  said 
Beub«t  H.  Whitney  to  the  committee,  and  by  the 
oommittee  referred  to  the  notice  of  this  House,  de- 
daring  Us  detemunaUon  peranptorily  to  decline  to 
qq)ear  before  any  committee  ooostituted  in  sndt 
manner  and  of  sw^pefions  as  the  jdeasore  and  judg- 
ment (tf  the  House  shall  designate,  unUl  the  House, 
as  a  condition  precedent,  Bhall  have  redressed  bis 
supposed  wrongs,  both  in  the  manner  and  style  of 
communication,  is  contumadous,  arrogant,  and  offen- 
dve ;  alike  disrespectful  to  the  House,  and  otteriy 
Bttbvetsive  of  Its  rightful  antliority. 

Setatvtd,  That  the  ^>eaker  of  the  House  issue  Us 
wamnt,  directing  the  Sageant-at^rma  to  take  into 
custody  the  person  of  the  said  Reuben  K.  Whitney, 
that  he  may  be  brought  to  ttie  bar  of  the  House  to 
answer  for  the  contempt  aforesaid. 

Ur.  Lun  suggested  that  Uie  resolntion  should 
be  so  modified  as  to  give  the  sense  of  the  House 
that  Ur.  Whitney  ought  to  appear  before  the 
committee ;  and,  if  such  shoula  be  declared  to 
be  tiie  BNisa  of  the  House,  Ur.  L.  undertook 
to  say  that  Ur.  Whitney  would  i^pear  and  an- 
swer questionB  as  he  ought  to  answer  them, 

Ur.  LiNOOLK  here  modified  his  amendment, 
to  readasfidlows: 

JUi^ved,  Tliat  whereas  the  select  committee  of 
this  House,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House 
under  a  resolntion  of  the  l7th  of  January  last,  has 
reported  that  R  U.  Whitney  peremptorily  refused  to 
give  evidence  in  obe<Uenoe  to  a  summons  duly  issued 
by  nid  committee,  and  has  addressed  to  the  oom- 
mittee the  letter  reported  by  said  cnnmittee  to  the 
House:  Therefore, 

Retolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  Hmue  tene 
his  wananl^  directed  to  the -Setgeant-at-arms,  to  take 
into  custody  the  body  of  Reu^n  H.  Whitney,  that 
he  man  be  brought  to  tiie  bar  of  the  House,  to  an- 
swer nr  an  aUe^  emtenqft  <rf  this  Khibq. 

The  Butjeot  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
Pabes,  Wise,  D,  J.  Pbahoe,  Bobkbiisoh,  Uxb- 
OEB,  UNOOLN,  and  A.  Mann. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  questim ;  but 
there  was  no  second. 

Ur.  OuxMnn^  of  WtidaAy^  moved  to 
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Qmend  tbe  resolntion  adding  at  tb«  end 
thereof  "  And  that  be  be  alloved  counsel,  when 
broaght  to  tbe  bar,  should  he  desire  It." 

Tbe  amendment  was  aeoqited  bjr  lb.  Lot- 
ooLN,  as  a  modifioatim. 

Mr,  CLknaasK  then  addressed  the  House  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  (s^d  Hi,  0.,)  let  no  man 
ma  tbe  friend  of  Benben  H.  Vhitney.  If  he 
stood  in  that  gronp,  I  coidd  searcelx  identify 
Um.  I  am  no  lairyer,  nor  do  I  ^>pear  here  as 
his  adTOOtte.  I  confess  mjself  pitgndiced 
against  him.  The  manj  charges,  mysterioos 
and  undefined,  which  bare  bem  broaght 
against  him  here  hy  gentlemen  high  In  rank — 
the  constant  dennnoiations  with  which  he  has 
been  visited — ^the  glittering  tomahawk  which 
has  been  held  over  nis  head,  Uke  the  sword  of 
Damocles — ^have  made  upon  mj  mind  anfavor- 
able  impressions.  There  are  ouier  reasons,  sir, 
which  I  will  not  name.  Bat  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  accused  of  a  eerioaa  offence,  and  I 
demand  counsel  for  him.  Sir,  I  voted  last  ses- 
sion, time  after  time,  in  a  ndnoritjr,  with  the 
gentieman  from  Yii;f^ia,  (Mr.  Wub,)  for  bis 
committee  of  InvestiMtion.  I  Toted  nnlAMrmly 
ibr  it  tMa  seeslon ;  oat  I  wfll  not  consent  that 
a  resolntf  on  shall  pass  to  drag  to  this  bar  a  free 
citizen  of  the  repnoUo,  to  be  tried  hj  those  who 
are  prejudiced  against  him,  without  securing  to 
Um  the  privily  of  ooonseL  I  denounce  it  as 
a  high-handed  and  arbitrai7  proceeding,  un- 
worthy of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  dis- 
graceful  to  the  tribunal  that  sanetions  it. 

[Mr.  LofcoLS  here  rose  and  accepted  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  OuiBomn.] 

Hr.  0.  continued.  I  am  ^ad  that  the  gentle* 
man  has  agreed  to  this  act  of  justice.  It  re- 
moves from  this  proceeding  its  most  obnoxious 
feature.  But  I  doubt,  if  I  do  not  deny,  tibe  pro- 
prietj  of  dragging  Whitney  to  this  bar.  I  have 
my  doubts  whether  he  has  been  gidlty  of  a  con- 
tempt Sr,  your  docfarine  of  omtempt  Is  a  dan- 
gerous doctrine,  that  originated  In  times  un- 
mvorable  to  human  liberty ;  in  those  old  days 
of  privily  and  prerogative,  when  the  rights 
of  tbe  citizen,  if  understood,  were  not  defined, 
and  when  parliamentary  bodies  were  used  by 
Kings  as  instruments  of  oppression  and  perse- 
cution. The  power  of  Oongress  to  punish  for 
contempts,  if  such  a  power  exists  at  all,  is  not 
expressly  conferred,  but  la  incidental,  and  arises 
est  nseeuitatd  reL  Where  is  the  clause  in  the 
crastitntion  making  the  grant  and  defining  a 
contempti  Sr,  it  is  a  craistmctive  and  inri- 
dental  power.  The  powers  and  privileges  of 
Oongress  are  not,  like  those  of  tbe  Kitish  Par- 
liament, unlinuteo,  undefined,  and  omidpotent; 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  abridged  and  speoifio. 
Our  courts  of  JuBtice  have  tbe  power  to  punish 
for  contempts;  but  it  la  not  a  constructive 
power,  arising  out  of  the  mere  aot  that  estab- 
lished them,  Dut  was  conferred  by  a  statute, 
restr^ning  in  its  character,  in  1789.  The  com- 
mon law  aoes  not  invest  the  federal  courts  with 
this  pover,  DOT  can  we  dsrive  It  from  the  com- 


mon law.  As  a  system,  the  common  law  does 
not  constitute  any  part  of  the  law  of  tbe  United 
States,  according  to  the  highest  courts  of  the 
country ;  an  opinion,  too,  upon  which  Congress 
has  uniformly  legislated.  No  department  of 
Government  can  therefore  derive  any  such  au- 
tiiority  from  it.  In  1831,  aft.er  the  memorable 
trial  (rf*  Judge  Peck,  of  Missouri,  Congress  deem- 
ed it  necessary  to  define,  by  law,  the  nature  of 
contempts  of  court 

Mr.  TtntBiLL  said,  as  the  question  which  was 
about  to  be  decided  was  a  very  important  one, 
effecting  the  personal  liberty  <^  an  American 
citizen,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  ot  asking  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  that  ne  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  recording  bis  vote  against  it;  ana, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  wlule  I  am  up,  I  will  state 
some  of  the  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to 
give.  I  cannot  remun  nlent;  I  should  be 
guilty  of  a  gross  violation  of  my  duty  as  a  Rep- 
resentative on  this  floor,  were  I  to  sit  by  and 
see  a  citizen,  however  humble  bis  condition,  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  under  the  circumstances 
of  this  case,  and  not  enter  my  protest  a^uist  it 

What,'!  would  ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  ttie  reso- 
lution nnder  conMdenition  I  What  does  it  pro- 
pose to  do?  Sir,  it  directs  the  Speaker  to  issue 
tus  warrant  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  requiring 
him  to  take  an  humbU  citizen  from  his  own 
fireside,  from  the  bosom  of  his  family,  drag  bim, 
88  a  culprit  through  the  streets  of  this  city,  and 
as  such  nold  him  up  at  the  bar  of  this  Bouse  to 
the  gaze  of  the  nation— and  for  what  t  Yes^ 
^r ;  for  what  ^  would  %sk,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  a 
private  citizen  to  be  thus  dragged  from  his 
home  f  Why  are  his  feelings  and  the  feelings 
of  his  family  to  be  outraged  1  Becau^  sir,  he 
refuses,  for  reasons  contained  in  his  letter  to 
tbe  committee,  to  appear  and  give  evidence. 
To  his  mind,  at  least,  the  reasons  are  snflScient 
to  justaiy  the  oourse  he  has  taken.  iVom  the 
papers  on  your  taUe,  Mr.  Speaker,  It  appears 
that  this  indWidnal,  who  la  about  to  be  takm 
into  custody  for  an  alleged  contempt  oomplaiiis 
that,  while  he  was  giving  testimony  before  a 
committee  of  this  House,  in  obedience  to  a  sum- 
mona,  he  was  grossly  insulted,  and  an  out- 
rageous assault  was  made  upon  his  persiHi  by 
two  members  of  that  committee.  It  also  ap- 
pears, from  the  papers  snbuutted  to  the  House, 
that  this  witness  has  been  wuting  at  the  doon 
of  this  ball  for  a  week  or  ton  days,  sedcing  an 
op)>ortunity  to  present  his  petition  to  the  Houss^ 
asking  an  inquiiy  into  t£e  facts  and  ctrcam- 
stanoes  connected  with  the  assault  thus  made 
upon  him,  and  praying  the  Honae  to  take  mea^ 
ures  to  protect  him  from  dmilar  assanlts  in  fb- 
ture;  but  during  that  time  he  has  not  been 
able  to  lay  hia  memorial  before  the  House. 

Sir,  (9aid  Mr.  T.,)  I  take  a  different  view  of 
this  case  from  some  gentiemen  who  have  spoken 
upon  it ;  tiiey  seem  to  tiiink  the  witoess  has 
been  guilty  of  a  technical  contempt  in  refonng 
to  appear  before  the  committee^  and  that  we 
cannot  now  inqnire  Into  the  reasiKis  assigned 
by  him  tot  not  ob^yliif  the  aiwneBs^  Wa 
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must  -wtit,  uj  ihejf  aatil  be  is  brought  to  the 
har  ot  tiie  Bouse ;  nDtil  he  givea  bu  reasons 
hero,  wbea  arraigned  to  anffwer  to  the  aDej^ 
coaterapt.  Sir,  (said  ICr.  T.^  I  cannot  Babscribe 
to  this  doctrine. 

lu  the  same  letter,  in  which  the  witness  re- 
vises to  appear  before  the  committee,  he  gives 
the  reawns  wh7  he  oanoot  obey  ita  sommons. 
Those  reasons  are  before  ns;  and  i£  in  our 
opinion,  they  are  snfBdent,  he  stands  Joatifled, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  bring  him  here  to  an- 
swer to  a  techni<»l  or  an  allef^  contempt. 
Suppose  (s£ud  Mr.  T.)  that  the  witness  had  re- 
turned for  answer  thiat  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed  by  sickness,  or  that  his  wife  or  child  was 
at  the  point  of  death,  and  he  could  not  obey  the 
sommoos ;  would  you  say  that  there  had  been  a 
technical  contempt?  that  yon  would  not  now 
pass  upon  the  reasons  given  by  the  witness) 
Would  you  direct  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  war- 
rant, requiring  the  Sergeant-at-arms  to  bring 
the  witness  from  his  sick  bed,  or  from  the  dying 
couch  of  those  most  dear  to  him,  to  give  his 
reasons  here  ?  Certainly  not,  sir.  The  House 
would  say  at  once,  without  hesitatioD,  that  the 
leasonii  were  sufficient^  and  that  no  contempt 
whatever  had  been  oomn^tted. 

In  the  case  noder  oonsideration,  the  vitness 
Informs  the  House  tibat  he  cannot,  in  his  opin- 
ion, ol>ey  the  summons,  without  subjecting 
himself  to  ^ross  personal  insult ;  that  he  can- 
not do  it  without  even  putting  his  life  in  Jeop- 
ardy ;  and  he  states  the  acts  and  circnmstances 
upon  which  that  opinion  Is  based.  He  invokes 
an  inquiry  into  the  accuracy  of  his  statements. 
Now,  sir,  (smd  Hr.  T.,)  I,  fur  one,  have  no  hes- 
itation in  saying  tliat,  if  all  Whitney  states  in 
his  commxmications  be  true,  he  was  perfectly 
Justifiable  in  refusing  to  u>pear  before  that  or 
any  other  committee  of  this  House,  until  the 
House  itself  ahall,  by  some  act  on  ita  part,  show 
a  fixed  determination  to  maintun  its  own  dig- 
idty,  by  extending  the  most  ample  protection 
to  witaiesses  summoned  to  give  testimony  be- 
fore its  committees.  The  whole  American  peo- 
ple will  JostiQr  him.  Every  hidividnal  in  tiie 
nation  w  III  commend  him  for  the  course  he  has 
taken. 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution ;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  House  was  further  addressed  by  Kessrs. 
Thousoh  of  Ohio,  Gaeland  of  Louinana,  Eam- 
DIN,  Wise,  Pbtion,  Ashlst,  and  Jenifer. 

Mr.  Ghouon  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Ur.  Speaker :  I  am  aware  that  there  exists  a 
variety  ot  opinions  as  to  the  power  of  this 
House  to  punish  sots  not  intermpting  the  pro- 
oeedinga  of  the  House  nor  committed  in  its 
presence,  as  contempts.  This  resolution  as- 
sumes the  facts  that  a  contempt  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  the  House  posMases  the  power 
to  punish  it;  and  it  ia  now  proposed  that, 
without  fnrtlier  inquiry,  we  shall  deprive  a  cit- 
izen of  his  libeity,  and  direct  our  Seneant-at- 
anns  to  seize  aoi  hold  him  in  onrtoc^.  I  do 
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not  believe  this  House  possesses  any  such 
power. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  report 
of  the  oommittee,  upon  which  this  proceeding 
is  founded,  is  bascnd  upon  the  letter  of  Mr.  'Whit- 
ney, given  to  the  House  by  the  committee; 
and,  as  such,  the  House  must,  in  coming  to  a 
conclusion,  take  into  consideration  the  letter 
of  Whitney,  and  the  reasons  given  in  that  letter 
for  his  refusal  to  appexir  befos^  the  committee. 
Ur.  ^>eaker,  I  am  one  of  those  who  deny  the 
power  of  this  House  to  punish  for  oonstructivo 
contempts.  I,  sir,,  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
power  given  to  this  House,  by  the  constitution, 
to  punish  a  dtizeu  of  this  country  for  a  con- 
struotive  contempt  growing  out  of  his  refhsal 
to  appear  1>efore  a  committee  ot  thia  House, 
standing  as  the  present  witness  does  towards 
the  chairman  of  that  oommittee.  Sir,  there  is 
no  law  giving  anthority  to  place  an  American 
citizen  under  duresse  under  sncb  circumstances; 
and  I,  ^r,  for  one,  never  can  ^ve  my  consent  to 
see  authority  exercised  by  this  House  that  I  do 
not  believe  it  possesses,  fiut  it  is  said  the  exer- 
cise ot  tiiis  anthority  is  necessa^  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  rights.  Sir,  I  thliu:  snoh  a  preasr- 
'  Tati<m  of  oar  nghts  as  this  prmuses,  ere  kmg, 
to  take  from  us  the  rii^ts  we  now  hava.  Geii- 
tiemen  talk  of  the  rQ^ts  and  dignity  ot  this 
House,  and  say  they  must  be  reepeoted.  I  say 
to  them  that  we,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  come  here  with  delegated  powers,  and 
are  bound  to  keep  within  the  pale  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  constitution  is  the  palladium 
of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  gives  this  House 
no  power  to  place  an  American  <»ti>:en  in  the 
custody  of  our  Sergeant-at-arms  for  a  ooostmc- 
tive  contempt.  Sir,  after  the  proceeding  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  the  honorable  gentieman 
from  Massaehnsetts,  and  his  petition  teom 
thirty-two  sUves,  what  ia  this  House  to  con- 
sider a  contempt  t 

Sir,  it  is  contemptuoa«ly  asked  by  honorable 
genUemen  on  this  floor,  who  ia  the  contempt- 
uous Beuben  H.  Whitney!  I  answer,  that  I 
know  him  only  as  an  American  citizen ;  and, 
as  snch,  entitied  to  all  the  privileges  and  immn* 
nities  of  the  constitution.  I  ask  gentiemeu,  in 
return,  from  what  sooroe  do  tiiey  derive  the 
power  to  place  him  in  custody  t  I  tell  geotlfr- 
men,  at  ui&  outset,  that  precedents  from  the 
British  Parliament  cannot  be  received  by  me 
as.  authority  for  the  arrest  of  an  American  cit* 
izen.  I,  ur,  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  part 
the  highly  honorable,  democratic,  and  patriotic 
people  of  Misdsnppi ;  a  people  who,  from  the 
demoeratitf  charaoter  of  tiieir  institutions^  are 
known  to  be  tenacious  ot  thea  rights:  uul  I 
oumot,  as  their  representative,  sit  imj  here 
and  see  one  known  to  possess  the  hi^  and  ex- 
alted privileges  of  an  American  oiticen  arrested 
by  order  of  this  House,  brou^t  as  a  prisoner 
to  answer  at  the  bar,  without  attempting  to 
arrest  the  course  of  usurpation,  and  exercise 
each  usurped  power,  on  the  part  of  this  Hodss^ 
over  the  nc^tB  <tf  the  pec^Ie. 
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Sir,  the  dootrine  oont^dd  ia  the  partiaroent- 
arj  annaifl  of  Great  Brit^D,  and  given  in  the 
precedents  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons,  is  ntterly 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  oar  repob- 
lioan  inrtitations.  The  English  lair  of  privi- 
lege, and  the  power  of  the  British  parlifunent 
to  punish  for  contempts,  is  nnde6ned,  onlim- 
iteo,  and  nnknown  to  the  subject  except  as  par- 
ticalor  cases  occur,  in  which  Parliament,  in 
their  omnipotent  discretion,  choose  to  exercise 
it.  Thus  it  is  that  the  infliction  of  punishment 
is  the  first  eTidence  of  the  exbtence  of  the  rule 
under  which  it  is  inflicted. 

Ur.  Speaker,  let  us  inquire  for  a  moment  into 
the  ciroumstaoces  under  whidi  it  is  proposed 
to  bring  Mr.  Whitney  before  this  House. 

Sir,  by  Uie  Terjr  terms  of  the  resdntion  under 
whioh  we  are  to  act,  it  is  for  an  alleged  con- 
tempt, and  that  allegation  sustained  onlj  by 
oiHUtruction.  Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  before  whom  Ur.  'Whitnejr  has 
rofbsed  to  i^pear,  and  for  which  refusal  this 
proceeding  is  instituted,  has,  according  to  his 
reported  speech,  made  on  this  floor,  asserted 
that  be  would,  on  a  certain  occasion,  and  that, 
too,  whilst  he  was  acting  as  a  member  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  order  of  this  Hoase, 
and  at  a  time  this  witness,  Whitney,  was  before 
Uiat  committee  as  a  witness,  and  whilst 
honorable  chairman  was  acting  tn  a  judicial 
capacity,  hare  taken  the  life  of  this  witness  if 
he  had  moved  his  hand.  Tes,  nr.  if  he  had 
moved  his  arm  one  inch,  even  in  his  own  de- 
fence, the  honorable  chairman  of  this  commit- 
tee informs  us  that  he  woald  have  taken  his 
life ;  and  that  in  defence  of  bis  friend,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who,  he 
atatea,  was  ruahiog  upon  Whitney. 

niere  Mr.  Wise  explained.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  sentleman's  ex- 
planation amounts  to  the  same  uiing  that  I  had 
stated ;  he  admits  that  his  Mend,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  was  ivdvancing  upon 
Whitney,  whilst  Whitney  was  before  the  com- 
mittee as  a  witaess.  Sir,  I  am  not  to  be  de- 
terred by  the  honoraUe  gentleman's  implied 
threat,  nor  by  his  imputation  and  "Insinua- 
tion "  tiiat  I  bad  misquoted  him. 

[The  Spbaebb  had  cotnnderBtood  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia  to  moke  any 
threap  or  he  would  have  intem«ed ;  and  that 
the  gentleman  from  UisBiasIppr  must  not  make 
personal  allnuons.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  snail,  in  arguing  this  question, 

Earsue  the  same  course  that  ouier  gentlemen 
ave  pUTKued  oa  this  floor.  I  assure  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  if  he  ex- 
pects to  inUmidate  me,  he  has  mistaken  his 
man.  I  slutll  pursue  my  own  course,  without 
regard  to  his  implied  threat  Then,  sir,  what 
is  the  distuDgaishmg  difference  in  tlie  statement 
first  riven,  and  the  one  now  ^ven  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  is  ohairmao,  and  before 
whom  Whitney  refuses  to  appear  t  In  either 
event,  the  life  of  Whitney  was  to  be  taken,  even 
if  he  defended  himself  against  the  honoraUe 


gentleman  from  Tennessee ;  and  it  is  for  this 
that  gentlemen  aay  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt of  this  Hoase.  Sir,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  force  a  witness  before  a  otmimittee,  when 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  stands  in  such 
relation  towards  the  witness  ae  the  honorable 
chairman  does  in  this  instance.  Then,  I  ask,  is 
it  a  contempt  of  this  House  for  a  witness  to 
refUse  to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this 
House  under  such  circumstances ;  and  has  this 
House  the  power,  and  will  we  be  acting  in  ao- 
cordance  with  the  auUiorit^  vested  in  us  l>y  tiie 
constitution,  to  have  the  witness  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  House  to  answer  for  such  reftisal  t 
I  oertunly  thinly  upon  examination,  it  will  be 
found  that  fhia  House  possesses  no  such  power. 

Mr.  MoKnnr  said  that,  intaiAng  to  vote  in 
the  negative  ou  iSba  qneBtitm  whicu  had  been 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  he 
was  aware  that  he  thereby  would  subject  him* 
self  to  the  censures  (if  such  they  mwbt  be  called) 
of  his  friend  from  Maryland  (Hr.  Jexifxk)  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat.  He  (Mr.  MoE.)  saw  in 
the  case  before  him  not  that  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney.  He  passed  by  Mr,  Whitney.  He 
viewed  the  matter  in  a  broader  light  He  saw 
in  it  the  propMal  to  arrest  an  American  citizen. 
It  involved  the  decision  of  a  principle  which 
would  be  capable  of  striking  down  not  only  the 
hnmUest  but  the  highest  in  the  nation.  It 
called  into  action  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
was  to  be  folt  not  only  within  the  drde  <rf  this 
District,  bnt  from  Maine  to  Lonidana,  wherever 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  confederacy  might  oper- 
ate. It  carried  with  it  the  means  of  drasging 
any  man  from  his  home,  his  family,  his  t)U8l> 
ness,  to  answer  the  behest  of  a  m^ority  of  this 
House.  I  ask  gentlemen  (said  Mr.  MoE.) 
whether  the  individual  who  is  now  tiefore  us  is 
not,  so  far  as  the  -knowledge  of  this  House  is 
concerned,  a  private  citizen }  So  far  as  we  yet 
know,  he  has  no  ctmnection  with  your  depart- 
ments. I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
whether  the  person  idlnded  to  is  not  a  private 
citizen,  covered  by  our  laws,  and  protected  }3j 
our  constitnlion.  I  understand  my  fkiend  to 
yidd  his  asamt  to  this  point  Well,  sir,  under 
your  constitution,  his  Hberty,  his  life,  his  prop- 
erty, his  papers,  are  secured;  and  yet,  under 
the  power  claimed  during  this  debate,  and  pro- 
posed to  be  eiercised,  what  security  had  he,  or 
any  other  man,  against  an  invu^on  of  his  rights? 
Opp<»ed,  as  I  have  ever  been,  to  the  doctrine 
of  contempts,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  what  must 
bo  the  consequences  of  their  insisting  on  tlus 
right? 

Suppose,  sir,  your  committee  had  sent  its 
mandate  to  one  M  my  constituents,  whose  burf- 
ness  would  not  allow  him,  without  sacrifice,  to 
obey  the  command,  he  would  naturally  ask 
under  what  law  £e  was  bound  to  obey.  I  may 
be  told  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  contempt,  at 
least  <A  constructive  eontempt  of  the  House,  1^ 
refodng  to  obey  the  summons.  Sir,  I  told  you, 
when  your  committee  was  formed,  that  in  many 
cases  It  would  be  poweriess.  That  oommittee 
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Berer  ooold  have  a  oontempt  coDunitted  against 
it  1^  refluil  to  obej  its  wom  Tour  nileB  asj 
Ibat  mlmcaiuta  and  wiirants  shall  be  undo-  the 
^»eaker*B  haad.  "We  are  told  that  the  sabpcena, 
In  lAiis  ease,  was  under  the  hand  of  the  chair- 
man of  your  Select  Oonmiittee.  Bat,  agun,  it 
ia  insisted  that  70a  have  given  the  power  to 
Bend  for  persons  and  papers.  By  whf^  author- 
ity can  this  House  delegate  its  power,  if  sach 
it  has,  to  any  portion  of  this  body.  The  Hoase 
itself  only  holds  its  own  powers  by  delegation. 
Ko,  ur ;  there  oonld  be  no  contempt  by  a  re- 
fasal  to  obey  this  sommons.  I  know  I  shall 
astonish  the  member  who  has  just  addressed 
yon  when  I  assert  that  I  have  no  doabt  of  the 
want  of  power  of  the  committee  in  this  matter ; 
and  I  Tery  mnch  donbt  the  power  oi  this  Hoase, 
at  least  without  the  Banction  of  a  law,  to  drag 
an  individual  before  our  hex  for  a  contempt  of 
this  natnre.  Issue  your  warrant,  and  deliver  it 
to  yoar  Sergeant-at-orms ;  if  its  execution  is 
reacted,  can  he  call,  as  a  ministerial  officer  of 
a  court,  for  assistauoe!  I  should  thiok  not. 
Ton  have  no  guards  to  enforce  your  order,  and 
it  will  be  inoperative.  The  system  of  privileges 
and  contempts  has  grown  up  in  this  country  oy 
asamilatiog  the  powers  of  this  House  to  those 
<tf  the  British  House  of  Commons.  A  system 
has  been  claimed  and  exercised  in  England 
imder  what  ia  known  aa  parliamentary  law. 
Ita  Mieroaoiiments  have  been  niently,  but 
iteadij^,  made  up<m  the  mass  of  the  peoj^e, 
mitil  preoedenta  of  the  most  appalling  character 
can  be  found.  The  anido|7  in  the  cases  of  con- 
t«npt  does  not  hold  goM.  This  House,  as  a 
pwtion  of  the  Government,  obtaioa  its  power 
from  the  oonstitntion.   In  mat  instrument  the 

Srivil^ies  of  the  members  of  this  Honae  are 
efined,  and  the  rights  of  this  House  are  pointed 
ont  clearly  and  distinctly. 

I  regret,  sir,  the  allusion  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Why  is  his  name  brought  into  this  dis- 
cussion? This  is  not  a  case  which  any  party 
should  endeavor  to  make  use  of  for  any  pur- 
pose. We  are  establisMng  a'preoedent— a  pre- 
cedent which,  if  it  reaches  Bome  (me  without 
tiuse  walls  to-day,  wUl  hereafter  he  brought  to 
bear,  perhms,  npcm  some  ofja.  It  is  a  ques- 
tioQ  luvdni^F  fcost  momentous  conse- 
qnawes,  and  reaches  to  every  man  in  the  coun- 
no  matter  to  what  party  he  may  be  attach- 
ed. The  President's  letter,  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  will  speak  for  itself; 
and  justice  be  awarded  to  its  author  by  an  in- 
telligent people.  He  seeks  no  concealment. 
If  he  has  resisted  an  attempt  to  invade  the 
private  afiMrs  of  our  citizen^  he  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  will  detun  the 
House  no  longer.  Ko  man  will  go  fiirther  than 
I  will  to  defond  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this 
House ;  but  I  never  will  advance  over  the  pros- 
trated ri|^ts  of  the  people.  "When  gentlemen 
talk  of  tiie  rights  and  pnvU»e8  of  this  House, 
I  must  be  hewd  in  defence  ca  those  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  pe(^e  which,  in  my  opinion, 
an  of  paramoont  onuequenofc  I  never  wiU, 


as  a  member  of  this  ^onse,  arrc^^ate  powen 
which  shall  be  dangerous  to  pnbUo  and  lurivate 
security.  I  never  will  call  into  action  powers 
at  best  doubtfbl,  and  which  can  only  be  exer- 
cised by  invading  the  rights  and  privilc^  of 
the  American  people. 

Hr.  Adams  then  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting,  for  the  following  reasons,  which  were 
sent  in  writing  to  the  Ohair : 

Mr.  Adajcs  requested  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing upon  this  and  every  other  question  of  priv- 
ilege affecting  Reuben  M,  Whitney — the  per- 
soqelI  relations  between  him  and  that  individual 
having  long  been  such  as  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  Mr.  Adahs  to  decline  acting  as  his  judge 
upon  any  question  affecting  his  personal  rights. 

Mr.  ^AMS  asked  that  this  statement  might 
be  entered  on  the  journal;  to  which  the  Bpbakbb 
r^lUd  that  it  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be 
entered  on  the  Joumiu. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adop* 
tion  of  the  modified  resolution  of  Mr.  LmoouT, 
and  deuded  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  100, 
nays  65. 

So  the  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 


Satdbdat,  February  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbboeb,  bo  mudi  of  the 
journal  was  stricken  out  aa  contained  the  reik 
sons  assigned  by  Mr.  Adams  yesterdsy  fax  ask- 
hig  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  any  resolution 
inv(^ving  the  personal  rights  otHr.  Benben  2L 
Whitn^,  and  which  reaaona  had  been  entered 
on  the  jounial. 

Election  o/Fre»id«U    the  Vnittd  Statet. 
Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 

?>inted  to  wait  on  Martin  You  Bnren,  of  New 
ork,  and  inform  him  that  he  bos  been  duly 
dected  President  of  the  United  States  for  four 
years,  commendng  with  the  4th  <tf  March, 
1837,  reported :  That  the  committee,  in  con- 
fonoity  with  the  direotiros  of  the  House,  had, 
on  yesterdu",  widted  <m  tiie  PMddent  elect, 
and  informed  him  that  the  votes  for  President 
of  the  United  States  had  been  oonnted  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Oongres^  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  nmstitution ;  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  m^orilT  of  all  the  votes  ^ven,  and 
was  duly  elected  Pre^dffitt  of  the  United  States 
fur  four  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1837. 

Mr.  Yan  Buren  expressed,  in  reply,  his 
grateiul  sense  of  the  distinguisl^  honor  which 
his  feUow-oitizens  had  conferred  upon  him,  and 
requested  us  to  assure  our  respective  Houses 
that  they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing  efforts  to 
execute  the  responsible  trust  about  to  devolve 
upon  him,  in  a  manner  the  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interest 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbokas,  the  report  was 
lud  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Sight  0/ Petition, 
Mr.  Tatlob  a^ed  the  consent  of  the  House 
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to  offer  the  following  reaolatlon ;  which  -was 
ntd: 

Whereas  the  Tot«  of  the  House,  taken  on  the  9th 
or  Febnury,  the  followhig  reflolution,  viz  "  Retolvtd, 
That  any  member  who  wall  hereafter  present  to  Uie 
Anue  any  petition  from  the  riarea  In  d&  Tnion 
ongbt  to  be  conddered  aa  Kgardlefls  of  the  feelbiga 
of  the  Hoiue,  the  ririita  of  the  Southern  Btatee,  and 
uniHeDdly  to  the  Tfnion ; "  may  be  construed  into 
an  expression  of  t^Hniffli  upon  the  abstract  qnesdon 
of  tlu  right  of  ilaTesto  petidoa  Congreas;  tbeie- 
fore, 

HuUtti,  That  dares  do  not  poneaa  the  rMit  of 
pettdon  setntred  to  the  people  of  tlie  United  BtatM 
by  die  oonsUtution. 

[An  extended  debate  took  place  on  these  reeoln- 
tions,  in  which  Hessrs.  Ingersoll,  Taylor,  Flnckney, 
Cambreleng,  Uann  of  New  York,  Patton,  Chambers 
of  Kentucky,  JiBliley,  Lewis,  Luie,  Paiker,  Under- 
wood, (^deon  Lee,  Pidcena,  Anthony,  Sutfierland, 
Bynnm,  Bonldin,  Waddy  Thompson,  Howard,  Har- 
rison of  MiBMuri,  Adams,  Grange,  Tanderpod, 
Ckre  Johnaon,  and  Haley,  took  part  Finally—] 

A  divinon  of  the  question  having  been  or- 
dered, the  first  resolution^  as  modified,  was  then 
taken  np,  as  follows : 

"  An  hiqulry  liavbg  been  made,  by  an  Iionorable 
gentleman  fram  IbiBachiiaetts,  whether  a  paper, 
which  he  held  in  his  band,  purporting  to  be  a  ped- 
don  from  certidn  daves,  and  dedamig  themadTee 
abiTes,  came  witliin  the  order  of  the  House  of  the 
ISth  of  January,  and  the  sidd  paper  not  having 
been  received  by  the  Speaker,  he  stated  that,  In  a 
case  Bo  extraor^ary  and  norcl,  he  would  take  the 
advice  and  counsel  of  the  House. 

*^  Sieved,  Tliat  this  House  cannot  receive  the 
said  pettUon  without  disr^jardbg  its  own  digni^,  the 
risbta  of  a  large  class  of  citizens  of  the  Sooth  and 
West,  and  the  ConstitaUon  of  the  United  StatesL** 

The  question  b^g  taken  thereon,  it  was 
adopted,  by  a  TOte  of  yeas  160,  naja  86. 

Ilie  Ha<nid  resolatioii  waa  then  taban  np,  as 
fidlows: 

".RMobn^  That  daret  do  not  possess  the  right 
of  prtltlon  seenred  to  dw  pe<^  of  the  Uidted  States 
by  the  ooDBlitutlon.'' 

Mr.  Halet  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Lost,  without  a  di^ion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows : 

TBia.— Heesrg.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Aah,  Ash- 
ley, Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bculdhi, 
Boree,  Boyd,  Bunch,  Buns,  Bynum,  J,  Oallioon, 
Ckmbraleng,  Campbell,  Garr,  Carter,  Casey,  Q.  (%am- 
bMiL  i.  Chambers,  (Sumey,  Gli^unan,  O^ln,  Childs, 
N.  H.  Ghdbome,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clevdand,  Coles, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cashing, 
Cash  man,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Dunlap,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fmich, 
Fly,  Qalbraith,  J.  Garland,  B.  Garland,  Gbolson,  Gil- 
lek,  Glascock,  Graham,  Qrantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  jboucKan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Haiper,  A.  G. 
Harrfaon,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  HtHsey,  Holt, 
HopkhM^  ifoward,  HowcU,  Hid^,  Himtington, 


O'EBBDAftT,  18S7. 

Huntsman,  JarvhLjenlfer,  J.  Jefaascm,  R.  M.  Jcrtm- 
soD,  C.  JoQBSon,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jone^  Kennaii, 
EUgore,  KUngensmith,  Lane,  LaBdiq^  Leader,  lay, 

G.  Lee,  J,  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Ii.  Lea,  Lewis,  lincirin,  Le- 
gan,  Ia^,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Uann,  J.  Uann,  Hartin, 
W.  Xason,  U.  Hbahi,  &  Mason,  Uaury,  licCamai, 
HcEay,  McEeon,  Hcliene,  Uercer,  UiUer,  Uoot- 
gomery,  Uoore,  Korean,  Uuhlenbcrg,  Owens,  Page, 
PariES,  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Fierce,  James  A. 
Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Flnck- 
ney, Bencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robert- 
son, Rtwera,  Schenck,  W.  B.  Sheppard,  A.  H.  Oiep- 
perd,  Sbieldai,  Shinn,  Sickles,  ^nngler,  Standefer, 
TaSafetTO,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Ihomson,  W.  Tliomp- 
son,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Tanderpod,  Wagener, 
Wud,  Wobater,  Weeks,  White,  £.  Whittieaey.  T,  T. 
Whittlesey,  L.  WiUiama,  &  Williams,  YelL  Toung— 
192. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adams,  Hemon  Allen,  Beaumont, 
Borden,  Darlington,  Denny,  Haley,  Haaeltine,  Illga^ 
soil,  W.  JadiBon,  Janes,  Love,  ^nnr,  Hiillipi^  Fotli^ 
Russell,  Blade,  Sloaue— 18. 

So  the  second  resolntion  was  adopted. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Win  was  oalle^ 
that  gentleman  rose  in  his  place  and  dedined 
to  vote,  for  the  reason  that  he  hdd  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  interfara,  in  any  w^V 
with  the  Bulject  of  darery,] 

Cau  o/B.  M.  WhitMjf. 

The  Bra&XKH  informed  the  House  that  the 
8ere^t-at-arm8,  in  obedience  to  the  order  (tf 
the  BoDse  and  tlie  warrant  of  tlie  Spealcer,  had 
arrested  Benben  M.  Whitner,  who  was  tiien  In 
ODstody,  and  waiting  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Oaisook,  of  Eentoekj,  enbmitted  the 
followii^  reeolotioii;  which  waa  oonddered 
and  adopted: 

S^ved,  That  K.  H.  Whitney,  now  hi  the  hands 
of  the  Setgeant-at-arma,  be  broognt  to  the  bar  of  tlds 
House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the 
House,  in  peremptorily  refbdng  to  appear  and  gtre 
evidence  as  a  witness  on  a  summons  duly  Issued  by  a 
sdect  committee,  acting  by  the  authority  of  this 
House,  under  a  resolution  of  the  17th  of  January 
last.  In  the  matter  of  a  letter,  mmcesdng  said  teflual, 
addreaud  by  the  said  B.  H.  Whitney  to  the  ooni- 
mittee,  and  by  Ha  committee  referred  to  tiie  House ; 
and  that  he  be  forthwith  furnished  with  a  oopy  of 
t^report  of  said  committeywi  of  the  letter  afore- 

The  House  &ea  adjomiied. 


HoHDAT,  Febmary  18. 

C<ue<tfB.M.  Whitnejf. 

The  Spuxer  announced  that  Reuben  H. 
Whitney,  now  in  custody  for  an  alleged  con- 
tempt of  the  authoritr  of  the  House,  was  witii- 
out  the  bar,  waiting  she  ftirther  pleaaore  of  the 
House. 

The  Chair  also  stated  that  the  accused  had 
been  ftunldied  with  eopieB  of  the  ^aperB  refer- 
red to  in  the  res(dntion  adopted  on  Saturday- 
last, 

Mr.  pATTW  moved  tiiat  the  Sa^eant-at-anna 
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be  diivcted  to  l^ng  the  prisoner  to  the  bar  of 
the  HoQse ;  which  motion  preT^ed. 

The  ftocoaed  having  been  plAoed  at  the  bar, 
the  Bpsasxb  addressed  him  u  foOowB ; 
-  "Benbcn  U.  Wdtntj:  Yen  have  been 
brOQf^t  before  the  Honse,  hj  its  order,  to  an- 
swer the  charge  an  alleged  oootempt  of  this 
House,  in  having  peremptorily  refbsed  to  give 
evidence  in  obedience  to  a  sommons  daiy  issaed 
by  a  committee  of  this  Honae,  which  committee 
had,  by  an  order  of  the  Bonse^  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

"Before  yon  are  called  npon  to  answer  In 
any  manner  to  the  sabjeot-mt^r  of  this  ehan^, 
ft  is  my  duty,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House,  to  inform  yoit  that,  by  an  order  of  the 
House,  yon  will  be  allowed  counsel,  diould  you 
desire  ic  If  yon  hare  any  request  to  make  in 
relaUon  to  tUa  mljeot  your  reqneHt  will  now 
be  reodved  and  ww&aenA  by  the  Honse.  If^ 
however,  yon  are  now  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
kvestigation  of  the  charge,  yon  will  state  it, 
and  the  Honse  will  take  order  oocordinj^y." 

To  whidi  the  aeonsed  rej^ied,  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  charge, 
whidi  he  req>eotfiiIly  requested  might  be  re- 
ceived and  read.  * 

The  following  paper  was  then  read : 

"  The  andeidgned  tnawen  that  his  refunl  to  at- 
tend the  coaunittee,  upon  the  BuminoD3  of  its  duur- 
man,  vm  not  iatended  or  believed  by  him  to  be  dis- 
respectful to  the  boaorable  the  Houae  of  Representa- 
tives, nor  does  he  now  beliere  that  he  thereby  com- 
mitted a  oontempt  of  the  Hooaa. 

**ffiB  reason  for  rsfinii^  to  attend  the  eonmiHtee 
are  truly  Bti^ed  in  Us  letter  to  that  commtUee. 

*'He  did  not  ecmnder  lunuelf  bound  to  obey  a  aom- 
mons  issued  by  the  dudnnan  of  the  ocomnittee. 

"  He  hod  attended,  in  obedience  to  such  a  aom- 
mons,  before  another  committee,  voluntarily,  and 
Vithont  otifecUmifl  to  the  validity  w  the  imoess ;  and 
woold  have  attended  in  the  game  waybeCiire  Um 
present  committee,  but  for  the  belief  that  be  might 
thereby  be  exposed  to  insult  and  violeuce. 

"  He  denies,  therefore,  that  he  has  committed  a 
oontempt  of  the  House,  because — 

"  First.  The  process  npon  him  vas  ill^ttl,  and  he 
ms  not  bound  to  obey  it.  And 

"Secondly.  Because  he  could  not  attend  vith- 
Ont  expoetug  himself  thereby  to  outrage  and  vio- 
lenee. 

"  If  the  Honse  shall  dedde  In  fkivor  <tf  the  anchor- 
ity  of  the  [HOoees,  and  that  the  respondent  is  bound 
to  obey  it,  then  be  respectftilly  aaka,  in  such  ease, 
that,  in  eonsidenition  .of  ttie  peculiar  drcumstonces 
in  whidi  lie  is  placed,  as  known  to  the  fioose,  the 
eommittee  may  be  loatonctad  toreodvehis  testima^ 
i^xm  interrogatories  to  be  answered  on  oath  befoie  a 
magistrate,  as  has  been  d<me  In  other  inatanoes  in 
relation  to  other  witnesses ;  or  that  the  committee  be 
inatmcted  to  prohibit  the  use  or  Introductton  of 
secret  and  deadly  weapons  in  the  committee  room 
during  the  examination  of  the  witneesea 

**Im  in  case  he  dudl  tUi^  h  Bseeasary,  he  prns 
to  be  beard  bj  counsel,  and  to  l>e  allowed  to  orar 
tastfanouT  « the  nattea  herein  submitted. 

"B.  M.  WHTENXT.o 


[H.  or  R. 

Mr.  Gholson  offered  the  following  resoln- 
tion: 

Betolved,  That  Reoben  If.  Whitney  be  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witneaaea  before  tlwi  Bumae,  in  re* 
lation  to  his  allied  contempt 

[A  debate  then  took  place,  diiefiy  on  points  of 
order  and  tite  mode  of  prooeei&ig,  in  which  UessriL 
Hajnes,  Unodn,  Gholson,  Mercer,  Fatten,  Bonldlo, 
Xckay,  Hoar,  Huntsman,  Kami  of  New  Toik,  Hason 
of  OUo,  Yanderpoel,  Xane,  Calhoon,  and  Bell,  took 
part] 

Hr.  Hash,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
Hr.  Ghouon's  resolntion,  by  adding  the  tcA- 
lowing : 

"  And  that  a  committee  of  five  be  i^^nted  by  the 
Speaker,  to  examine  such  witnesses  on  tlie  part  of 
the  House." 

yir.  GHOieoH  acoepted  the  mo^eatioo. 
The  qnestion  then  reonning  on  the  <n4ginall 
resolution, 

Mr.  Parks  said  that  he,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman ftom  Indiana,  was  opposed  to  bringing 
this  Individual  before  the  Honse ;  but,  a.i  he 
was  brought  there,  they  owed  it  to  the  gentle- 
man himself,  and  to  the  House,  that  be  nave  a 
hearing.  The  motion  pending  was,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  witnesses 
on  the  part  of  the  House;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  question,  and  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  they  would  lay  it  aside,  or  go  on 
with  it,  he  moved  the  previous  <raestion. 

Mr.  GH0L80H  wpealed  to  Mr.  Parks  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  moment ;  which  he  did ; 
when  Ur.  G.  aooepted  of  the  amendment  Mr, 
CHAPnr;  and 

Mr.  Pabks  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the 

grevious  question ;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
[onse— yeas  97,  nays  88 ;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion having  been  ordered,  was  put,  and  carried, 
without  a  division. 

So  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  Speaxir  then  announced  the  committee ; 
and  }ir.  Whitney  was  again  brought  in,  the  at- 
derroRdtohim,  and  he  pnt  in  alist  witnoaset 
he  requested  to  be  summoned. 

Mr.  HABRnoN,  of  Missouri,  moved  a  recon* 
sideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  resolation 
in  relation  to  Mr.  'Whitney  was  adopted ;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived — yeas  93,  nays  95. 

The  respondent  was  then  removed  from  the 
bar,  and  the  House  prooeeded  to  the  ow^dera- 
tion  of  other  bnsinesB. 

Wkdkksdat,  February  16. 

Oat»ttfB.M.Whitney. 

Ur.  Whitn^  having  beai  plaoed  at  the  bar, 
and  stated  hia  readiness  to  prooeed  at  tnute  to 

Sraaxxi  then  addreaaed  the  nBp<md€nl^ 


The 


Digitized  by 


ABBIDGMBNX  OP  THB 


H.  or  K.] 

and  infimned  him  tiiat.  hy  an  order  ttt  the 
House,  he  was  thw  pnmitted  to  examine  wit- 
nesses  before  the  Honse,  in  relation  to  the  al- 
leged contempt  against  nim,  and  that  be  conld 
then  proceed  to  do  bo.  The  Speaker  fbrtber  in- 
formed him  that  the  iritneases  he  had  named 
had  been  summoned. 

Kr.  Key,  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  accused, 
aaked  that  the  witnesses  be  now  sworn. 

Ur.  ScTHBKLAND  olgected  to  the  swearing  of 
Mr.  Levis  and  Mr.  SoUiTan  at  that  time,  be- 
cause he  understood  thej  would  be  brought  for- 
ward to  testify  as  to  the  character  of  the  accus- 
ecLand  that  question  had  not  yet  come  up. 

The  witnesses  who  were  members  of  the 
Honse,  as  before  stated,  were  then  sworn,  aud 
tiie  swearing  of  the  other  gentlenten  deferred 
fi>r  the  present. 

The  honorable  Ur,  Faibtzhs  was  thm  call- 
ed, and  the  following  question  propoanded  to 
him  by  Hr.  Key; 

Hesse  state  all  the  circumstances  attendhig 
the  dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before 
the  select  committee,  whereof  Ur.  Qablamd  is 
chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  Janoai7, 
and  state  partjoolarly  all  that  was  said  and 
done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct 
of,  R.  M.  Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the 
committee,  and  Messrs.  Wiut  and  Pbtton  as 
members  of  the  committee,  and  all  that  occur- 
red on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  FAisnBLD  then  sent  to  tiie  ClerVa  table 
the  following  answer  to  the  first  interro^tory : 

At  the  commencement  of  the  affair  alluded 
to  in  the  qoestion,  the  different  members  d  the 
committee  were  situated  as  follows,  as  near  as 
I  can  reoolleot :  Mr  Whitney  sat  at  a  small  ta- 
ble In  a  corner  of  the  room,  near  the  fireplace ; 
Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Garland,  Mr,  Hamer,  and  Mr. 
Qillet,  sat  at  a  long  table,  placed  transrersely 
in  front  of  the  fire,  Mr.  Huner  at  the  end  near- 
est Mr.  Whitney,  Mr.  GiUet  at  the  opposite 
end,  and  Mr.  Garland  and  Mr.  Peyton  in  front, 
the  latter  nearest  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  with  his 
back  turned,  or  partially  so,  towards  him — one 
proposlDg  interrogatories,  and  the  other  an- 
awerin^ In  writiiu ;  the  qnestums  and  answers 
bdng  handed  to  the  dudnnan,  and  by  him  read 
to  the  cozonuttee.  Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Martin,  and 
myself^  were  ntting  upon  a  sofa  at  the  side  of 
the  fireplace  opposite  Mr.  Whitney.  Mr.  Pierce 
and  Mr.  Johnson  were  not  present 

When  the  chairman  read  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Whitney  to  the  interrogatory  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
both  of  which  have  been  published,  the  latter 
turned  towards  Mr.  Garland,  without  rising 
from  his  seat,  and  smd,  *'  Mr.  Ch^rman,  I  wish 
yon  to  inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  in- 
sult me  in  his  answers ;  if  he  does,  God  damn 
him,  I  win  take  his  life  npon  Hie  spot"  He 
then  rose  and  torned  towards  Mr.  Whibiey, 
and  said,  "  1  want  yon  to  understand,  sir,  that 
I  claim  no  protection  from  the  oonstitntion ; 
and  if  yon  insult  me,  you  damned  dw,  I  will 
take  your  life."  Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  advanced 
to  the  side  of  Mr.  Peyton,  and,  addnsdng  him- 
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self  to  Mr.  Whitney,  said,  "  Yes,  this  damned  in- 
B(d«ace  is  insnfferatue."  Mr.  Garland  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  were,  during  this 
time,  endeavoring  to  preserve  order  and  to 

Srevent  an  aShiy.  Mr.  Peyton  turned  from 
[r.  Whitney,  and,  standing  with  his  back  to 
the  fire,  soid^  by  way  of  soliloquy,  or  without 
addressmg  hmiself  to  any  one  in  particalar, 
"Hitherto  I  have  treated  him  witn  marked 
respect — damn  him — I  have  treated  him^ust  as 
if  he  had  been  a  sentleman ;  to  be  thus  msult- 
ed  by  a  damned  ^ief  aad  robber  I  damn  him, 
he  shan't  do  it."  While  uttering  the  last  words 
of  this  sentence,  he  becam&  apparently,  mora 
excited,  and  turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  who 
rose  and  said  he  darned  the  protection  of  the 
committee  while  be  was  before  it,  when 
Peyton  stud,  "  God  damn  you,  yon  shan't  speak 
— ^you  shan't  say  a  word  while  you  are  in  this 
room;  if  you  do,  I  will  put  you  to  death,"  and 
made  towards  him,  at  uie  same  thne  putting 
his  hand  in  his  bosom.  Mr.  Wise,  who  had 
previously  gone  round  the  long  table,  and  plac- 
ed himaelif  near  Mr.  Whitney,  liere  interp<»ed ; 
and  he,  with  Mr.  Garland,  who  was  standing 
between  Mr,  Peyton  and  Itr.  Whitney,  and  Mr. 
Martin,  who  was  by  his  side,  endeavored  to 
calm  him,  and  to  prevent  his  going  towards  Mr. 
Whitney.  Mr.  Wise  said,  "Don't,  Peyton; 
damn  him,  he  is  not  worui  your  notice,"  or 
wwds  to  that  effect  Ju^ge  ttvtin  hero  mov- 
ed that  the  examination  of  the  witness  he  sus- 
pended. Mr.  Hamer  cniposed  it;  and,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  ohauxnaD,  went  on  to  make 
some  remaAs,  bat  I  do  not  distincUy  recollect 
them. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  resumed  his  seat,  but  soon 
tamed  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  and  sua,  "  Damn 
him,  his  eyes  are  on  me.  God  damn  him^  he  is 
looking  at  me — he  shan't  do  it— damn  him,  he 
shan't  look  at  me."  Mr.  Hamer  made  some 
farther  remarks,  when  Mr.  Garland  suggested 
that  the  witness  should  retire  to  another  room ; 
which  be  did.  Ur.  Peyton  then  apologized  to 
the  committee,  and  Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  res- 
olu^m  wbloh  has  been  published ;  on  the  pas- 
sage of  which,  Mr.  Whitney  was  recalled,  and 
the  resolution  was  communicated  to  him  by  the 
churman.  Mr.  Whitney  said,  that  if  he  had 
done  any  thing  which  the  committee  con^dered 
disre^Miotfal,  he  regretted  it,  and  apolo^zed 
for  it  Another  interrogatory  was  proposed  to 
him,  which  he  answered ;  and  then  the  commit- 
tee rose. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr. 
Whitney's  general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before 
the  committee ;  was  any  indecorum  or  disre* 
spect  on  his  part  towards  the  committee,  or 
any  member  oi  it,  observed  or^compluned  of,  or 
in  any  manner  censured  hy  i&  committee  t 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  answer 
in  writing  of  Mr.  Whitney,  which  was  the  sub- 
jea  of  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr,  Hamer, 
and  adopted  by  the  committee,  I  saw  nothing 
of  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part,  to 
the  oranmlttee,  or  any  member  of  it;  nor  did 
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L  at  Kay  time,  except  as  above,  and  prior  to 
the  &£bir  alladed  to,  near  any  otnnplalDt  on  the 
port  of  any  member  of  the  oomndttM. 

Third  qaration  by  Goniuel.  Please  state 
whether  ^e  oondnct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  through- 
oot  the  whole  of  the  unhappy  scene  in  qnestion, 
was  or  WAS  not  cool,  collected,  and  forfoearlDg ; 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifest,  by  deed, 
word,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 

festnre,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton, 
'lease  describe  suob  circnmstances  of  his  pos- 
ture  and  manner  as  may  go  to  show  vhether 
he  meditated  asaanlt,  or  stood  on  the  defensive 
merely.  . 

Answer  to  the  third  interrogatory.  So  far 
OS  I  saw  or  heard,  iH>on  the  occa»on  allnded 
to,  the  eondoot  <tf  Mr.  Whitney  waA  oool,  col- 
lected, and  forheariag.  I  beam  him  say  noth- 
ing bat  what  I  have  stated  in  my  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory.  In  regard  to  tbe  extent  of 
what  I  saw,  it  is  proper  to  add  that,  daring 
nearly  the  whole  time,  several  gentlemen  were 
standing  or  moving  between  myself  and  Mr. 
Whitney.  My  attention,  also,  was  principally 
confined  to  Mr.  Peyton.  I  cannot  say  that  Mr. 
Whitney  did  not  assnme  any  attitude  of  assault 
towards  Mr,  Peyton;  but  I  can  say  that,  if  he 
did,  X  did  not  see  it. 

First  question  by  Mr.  Caijhoon,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent 
any  ooUidon  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M. 
Whitaey,  1^  stepping  in  between  them,  and 
laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Peyton,  and  pushing 
him  back  from  hisposition  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  wise  did  interfere,  as  I  have 
stated  in  my  first  answer ;  he  lud  his  hand  up- 
on Mr.  Peyton's  breast,  and  endeavored  topre- 
Tcnt  any  collision  between  him  and  Mr.  Whit- 
ney. I  do  not,  however,  recollect  that  be 
pushed  him  back. 

Second  queation  by  Mr.  G&lhoon,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  re- 
quest the  members  of  the  committee  not  to  rise 
until  after  a  snfScient  time  was  allowed 
tiie  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitoey  was  doeed 
to  enable  him  (WMtney)  to  withdraw  from  the 
committee  nKno,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness 
and  Mr.  Peyton  beins  thrown  together,  with- 
out the  presence  of  the  committee  to  restrwn 
them?  And  did  not  Mr.  Wise,  at  the  same 
time,  declare  that  his  oMect  was  to  prevent 
c(dlision  between  tbe  parties  f 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
qnestion. 

Third  question  by  Mr,  Oalhoon,  of  Kentucky. 
Bid  Mr,  wise  do  more  than  denuonoe  the  inso- 
lence of  B.  M.  Whitney  to  the  committee? 
And,  in  attempting  to  pacify  Mr,  Peyton,  did 
he  do  more  than  to  say  to  him  tiiat  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney was  not  worth  his  notice  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  no  more  than  what 
I  have  described  in  my  first  answer.  His  ol^eot 
in  going  roond  the  long  table,  and  taking  his 
stand  near  Mr.  Whitney,  I  <aily  know  fnm  his 
Qii.  Wise'a)  atatoment  made  in  this  Hoiue.  I 
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did  not,  at  the  time,  reaard  it  as  asaoming  an 
attitude  of  attack  upon  Mr.  Whitn^. 

Fonrtik  question  by  Mr.  Oauhoon,  cnKentucky. 

Did  or  did  not  Mt.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton 
treat  R.  M.  Whitney  witik  perfect  respect  in 
hia  examination  before  the  committee,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  difficulty  beween  Iiim  and 
Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred  ?  And  did  not  his  ex- 
amination occupy  much  more  time :  and  were 
not  most  of  the  qnestions  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  after  the  difficulty  occurred  ? 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
question,  except  as  to  the  order  of  time  in 
which  the  questions  were  proposed  to  Mr. 
Whitney.  In  regard  to  tibat  I  do  not  reotdleot 
distinotiy. 

Fifth  qnestiffli  by  Mr.  Oalbooot,  of  ^ntnoky. 
Had  ;^on  or  bad  yon  not  seen  Mr,  Whitn^\ 
cord  in  the  Globe  of  the  5th  of  Jannaiy  lut^ 
wUohisaafi^owa: 

"  A  Cabd,— During  the  last  searion  ot  Cotuness,  it 
became  necessor;  for  me  to  expose  H,  A  Wise  of 
hariti^  stated,  in  the  hall  a{  tbe  House,  a  base  false* 
hood  m  relation  to  myself. 

"  In  the  Globe  ot  this  mombg  it  is  reported  that 
Balte  PeTton,  the  Btamese  oompanlon  d  Wise,  fbr 
twelre  months  past,  in  uttering  fidsehood  and  slan- 
der, 8^d  that,  *  in  consequence  of  the  character  of 
the  ageat  alluded  to,  Ur.  Taney,  tbe  former  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  would  not  recommend  him  as 
an  agent  of  tbe  depodt  banks.'  No  one  can  mis- 
take that  it  is  myself  alladed  to  by  Hr.  P. 

"  I  dialleDge  Ur.  Peyton  to  adduce  a  sin{^  paitide 
of  proof  to  sustain  the  above  aasertitm;  and,  for 
having  made  it  withoot  proof^  I  pronoonoe  1^  a 
calumniator,  and  gtUl^  of  ttttenng  a  base  faladnod ; 
iJiia,  too,  Uke  Wise,  whUe  shielded  bj  his  constito- 
tional  privil^;e. 

"  If  any  one  who  does  not  know  me  wishes  to 
ascertain  my  character,  I  refer  them  to  citizens  of 
those  places  la  wluch  I  liave  passed  many  ^ars  at 

my  life.   

"B.  M.  WHITNEY. 

"  WedntBdatf,  ith  Janutary,  1887." 

And  do  yon  not  know  or  b^eve  that  Mr. 
Peyton  bad  seen  said  card,  <»■  was  informed  ct 
its  contentst  And  HA  not  the  answer  to  tbe 
question  which  preceded  the  diffieolty  Involve 
tbe  truth  of  the  chaives  which  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney  prononnoea  to  be  false,  and  for  the 
uttering  of  which  he  pronoonced  Mr,  Peyton  a 
calumniator  ? 

Answer.  I  had  seen  the  card  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, alluded  to,  and  believe,  from  a  remark  1 
heard  Mr.  Peyton  moke  in  the  committee  room, 
that  be  also  had  seen  it.  The  qnestion  referred 
to,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Peyton,  I  did  regard  as 
involvmg  the  trutik  of  the  chaises  which  called 
oot  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

first  question  ^Mr.  IiraxBSoix.  What  laa- 
gnage  did  B.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  b^ 
fore  the  interpocition  of  Mr.  Peyton  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  Hiat  Mr.  Peyton  in- 
terpoeed  at  all,  as  I  nnderatand  that  wo^  I 
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cannot,  therefore,  answer  the  qneetion  as  to  the 
langnage  used  br  Ur.  Whitney. 

Second  Question  b7  Ur.  Imnaou.  What 
lat^etnage  did  B.  IC  whitn^  nse  immediately 
^emn  the  witness  says  "ICr.  Peyton  rose  aira 
addrcMcd  the  ohalrman  I " 

Answer.  If  the  qneetlon  refers  to  what  was 
said,  my  answer  is,  that  Hr.  Whitney  aud 
nothing  that  I  recollect  If  it  refers  to  the 
written  answer  of  Hr.  Whitney,  I  cannot  an- 
swer it  without  referring  to  the  journal  of  the 
committee.  It  has,  however,  been  correctly 
published. 

Question  by  Mr.  Bkll.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
was  called  to  order  by  the  chiurman  of  the 
committee  for  the  first  remark  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Whitney,  did  he  not  take  his 
seat,  and  otntinae  sitting  witil  Mr.  Whitney 
rose  widotmimenoed  qieuingt 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  Mr.  P^ton  toc^ 
his  seat,  hnt  cannot  say  whether  It  was  when 
called  to  order  by  the  ch^nnan.  I  do  not  re- 
collect of  Mr.  Whitney's  riMog  bat  once  prior 
to  hts  withdrawing ;  and  that,  according  to  my 
present  recollection,  was  before  the  time  alluded 
to  in  this  qnestioo. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was 
not  the  deportment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a 
man  who  did  not  intend  to  make  an  attack,  bat 
desired  to  deter  another,  and  make  him  desist 
from  insulting  remarks  and  conduct? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peyton,  as  I  have  before  stat- 
ed, treated  Mr.  Whitney  with  respect  prior  to 
the  time  of  this  diffioufy.  After  the  answer 
of  Ur.  Whitney  was  read  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Peyton  was  very  much  excited,  and  at  one  time, 
certainly,  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  panish  Ur. 
Whitney  for  his  alleged  insult 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  was 
the  question  put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  an- 
swer thereto,  to  which  you  refer  in  yonr  an- 
swer to  the  first  interrogatory ;  and  what  was 
the  Tote  of  the  committee,  also  referred  to  by 
you  in  yonr  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory ; 
and  wiU  you  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received 
in  connection  wlUi,  and  as  part  o^  yonr  answer 
to  s^  interrogatory  t 

[Time  given  to  witness  to  answer  the  fi>rego- 
ing  second  question  of  Gwnmittee.] 

Beoond  question  of  Ur.  Bell.  When  Ur. 
Peyton  rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance 
across  a  line  drawn  from  his  diair  towards  the 
fireplace,  ontting  him  off  from  Reuben  U.  Whit- 
ney ?  Could  yon,  at  the  instant  of  time  when 
Ur.  Peyton  pnt  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
right  hand  of  Ur.  Whitney  ?  If  yes,  was  it  not 
thrust  into  his  pocket,  with  his  left  foot  ad- 
vanoedf 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  when  Mr.  Pey- 
ton rose  the  second  time,  but  think  it  was  not 
nntil  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  or  abont  that  time. 
When  Ur.  Peyton  pnt  his  band  to  his  bosom, 
ha  had  lost  tamed  from  a  standing  posture,  as 
I  have  described  In  my  answer  to  tfie  first  in- 
tem«atory  I  doubt  whether  at  that  time  I 
oonld see  Mr.  Whitney's  right  hand;  but  if  I 
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oonld,  I  do  not  recollect  of  se^ng  it  in  the  po- 
sition described  by  the  queiitiott.  My  answer 
is  the  same  with  r^iard  to  Ur.  Whitney's  left 
foot 

Third  question  of  Ur.  Bbu.  Did  yon  occu- 
py a  position  which  enabled  you  to  see  the  of- 
len^ve  look  or  scowl  of  the  witness,  B.  M. 
Whitney,  which  he  cast  np(m  Mr.  Pcorton,  if 
any,  at  the  time  <tf  handing  his  answer  to  the 
chairman  t 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Whitney  was  handed  to  the  chairman,  I  sat 
nearly  opposite  Mr.  Whitney,  with  nothing  in- 
terposing. My  attention,  however,  was  fasten- 
ed almost  entirely  np<m  Mr.  Peyton. 

Fonrth  qaesttoa  of  Mr.  Bvll.  Did  not  Ur. 
Peyton  oomplaia  that  the  witness,  B.  M.  Whit- 
ney, had  insulted  him  by  hia  look  at  the  time! 

Answer.  I  do  not  reotdleot  that  he  did. 

Fifth  question  of  Vx.  Bkli.  If  it  had  been 
Ur.  Feytim's  intentira  to  draw  a  weapon  upon 
Ur.  Whitney,  had  he  not  am|de  tioko  to  do 
so! 

Answer,  He  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Ur.  Bm.  What  number 
of  interr<^tories  were  propounded  by  Ur. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  B.  K  Whitney  t  How 
many  before,  and  how  many  after,  the  question 
and  answer  wliich  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
alluded  to  t  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
enlt  or  personal  violence  to  sud  witness,  when 
he  reappeared  before  tiie  said  committee,  on 
the  pan  of  eitlier  Ur.  Wise  or  Ur.  Peyton! 
State  whether  they,  and  each  of  than,  did  not 
treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  witness,  as 
well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  Tliat  part  of  the  question  relating 
to  the  number  of  interrooatoriefi,  and  the  time 
whoi  they  were  proposed,  I  will  answer  after  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  joamal 
of  the  committee.  I  did  not  apprehend  insolt 
or  personal  violence  to  Ur.  Whitney,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise,  when  the  for- 
mer reappeared  in  the  committiBe  room.  Ur. 
Peyton's  excitement  had  then  subsided,  I  have 
already  stated  that,  prior  and  sabsequent  to 
this  occurrence,  Mr.  Wise  and  Ur.  Peytm 
treated  Ur.  Whitney  respectfully  in  the  CMii- 
mittee  room. 

Seventh  qneition  of  Ur.  Bkll.  Was  there 
not  a  rule  of  tiie  committee  that  all  quntious 
shoald  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  propounded 
tbrouflh  the  obairman  to  witness,  if  not  objects 
ed  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee;  aud  that 
all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
writing  throutfh  the  same  channel  ?  And  was 
it  not  remarked  by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness 
must  answer  in  writing^  and  that  he  should  not 
address  the  committee  m  any  other  way  1 

Answer.  There  is  such  a  rule ;  but  I  do  not 
reodlect  the  remark  of  Ur.  Peyton  suppoaed  in 
the  question. 

Bij^th  queatioa  of  Ur.  Bell,  Had  or  had 
not  uid  witness  r^kised  to  answer  several  quea- 
t^ons  put  to  hbn  by  Ur.  Peyton,  before  the  one 
above  alluded  to^  ohaEaotannng  them  asinqnis- 
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itorial,  which  questions  had  been  decided  by 
the  committee  as  proper  to  be  propounded  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  had  refosed  to 
answer  many  (questions  proposed  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, charactenzing  them  aa  inquisitoriaL 
Thoug*h  the  committee  permitted  these  qnefr- 
tioDs  to  be  pnt,  I  onderstood  that  the  commit- 
tee reserved  the  question  as  to  the  oUlgation  of 
the  witneaa  to  answer  them^  in  ease  be  did  not 
choose  TtduDtaiily  to  do  w. 

The  Bergeant-at-anns  was  tliea  directed  to 
eondact  Ur.  Whitney  from  the  bar. 


TmswDkt^  Febmaiy  16. 
0<u$  qf  £.  jr.  WhiiM^. 

Mr.  Whitney  being  placed  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  the  examination  of  the  honorable  Itr. 
Tatbtikld  was  continued. 

Sixth  qaestion  of  Mr.  Bbll.  What  number 
of  interrogatories  were  mvponnded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  B.  M.  Whitney  ?  How 
many  befive  and  how  many  after  the  qnesUw 
and  answer  whioh  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
aUnded  tot  Did  yon  ^prebend  hunger  of  in- 
salt  or  personal  violence  to  sud  witness,  when 
he  rew)peajed  before  aaid  committee,  on  the 
part  of  either  Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton  t  State 
whether  they,  and  each  of  them,  did  not  treat 
him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  witness,  aa  well 
after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  difficulty  alluded  to  in 
the  qaestion,  Mr.  Whitney  had  appeared  before 
the  committee,  January,  12th,  18th,  and  14thf 
when  fourteen  interrogatories  wera  propounded 
to  htm,  principally  by  Hr.  Peyton.  On  the 
BSth,  ten  interrogatories  were  propounded,  the 
ekhth  being  the  one  which  .oaUed  forth  the 
ofreniEATO  answer.  He  appewect  before  the  com- 
mittee ag^  on  the  26th  of  Jannary,  when 
thirty-eight  interrogatories  wero  propounded, 
all  by  Mr.  Peyton  but  one. 

Mr.  Oholson'b  second  question  in  behalf  of 
the  committee.  What  was  the  question  pnt  to 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to  which 
yon  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory ;  and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee, 
also  referred  to  by  yon  in  yonr  answer  to  the 
same  interrogatory :  and  wUl  yon  now  set  this 
forth,  to  be  recelrea  In  eonneonon  with,  and  as 
part  o^  yonr  answer  to  said  intem^tory  f 

Answer.  The  question  and  answer  alluded  to 
were  aa  follows,  viz :  "  Did  you  recdre  ai^ 
letter  of  recommendation  from  B.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  encourage 
you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contemplated ; 
or  did  he  podtively  refuse  to  recommend,  re- 
ceive, or  countenance  you  in  that  o^>aoity, 
while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment t " 

*'  Answer.  I  decline  answering  this  interrc^^ 
tory,  more  particularly  as  the  individual  pro- 
pounding it  has  asserted,  positively  and  pnblidy, 
that  the  subetsuee  of  the  latter  part  of  It  is 
true,  be^iyiing  with      did  he,^fto.,  therefore^ 


being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  wit- 
ness. I  tbinlc,  in  jostice,  that  the  individnal 
who  has  made  the  allegation  fihould  be  called 
to  produce  his  proof." 

The  vote  of  the  committee  was,  "  that  the 
foregoing  answer  to  the  15th  question  be  return- 
ed to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the  inter- 
rogatory and  disrespectM  to  a  member  of  the 
committee." 

^inth  question  of  Ur.  Bell.  Did  not  the 
resolution  of  the  committee,  returning  the 
anawer  of  the  witness  (Whitney)  as  disrupect- 
ftii  to  a  member  of  the  oomn^M^  pass  withr 
ont  a  dissenting  voice  1 

Answer.   It  did. 

Tenth  qnestion  of  Mr.  Bell.  Look  upon  tbe 
Journal  of  the  committee,  at  page  84,  and  say 
on  what  day  the  15th  interrogatory  was  pro- 
pounded. Did  not  sud  witness  (Whitney)  re- 
tilm  and  continue  his  examination,  as  has  been 
stated  in  your  answer  juat^ven  I  Look  upon 
the  journal  at  page  108,  and  state  whether  said 
witness  did  not  vdunturUj'  re  torn  and  file  writ- 
ten communications,  as  s^  forth  in  pages  fh}m 
9d  to  103,  inclusive,  as  follows,  namely :  [Here 
follows  a  corre^ndenoe  between  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, J.  0.  Wilkma,  J.  D.  Beers,  and  John  Till- 
flon,  jr.]  State  whether  Mr.  Peyton  did  not 
propound  to  said  witness  two  other  interroga- 
tories at  page  108,  and  receive  answers  as 
therein  set  forth,  in  addition  to  the  qnestionfl 
and  answers  alluded  to  in  your  last  answers. 

Answer.  The  fifteenth  interrMstoiy  was 
propounded  January  25th.  Mr.  Whitney  re- 
turned, and  tibe  examination  was  oontinned,  aa 
I  have  before  stated.  Mr.  Whitney  also  Tolnn- 
tarily  returned  and  filed  the  comnranioaticHis^ 
as  set  forth  in  pages  from  W  to  1(^  inolnsiTe^ 
as  supposed  in  the  quesUon.  Two  other  ques- 
tions were  proposed  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Peyton, 
as  set  forth  in  page  108  of  the  journal  of  the 
committee.  They  were  accidentally  omitted  by 
me  in  my  former  answer,  not  having  rec^ved 
the  printed  journal  beyond  the  96th  pi^. 

laeventh  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Did  Mr. 
Peyton  take  any  excepUon  to  that  part  of  bis 
answer  which  alleges  an  inranuation  in  inter- 
rogatories Nos.  40  and  42,  propounded  by  himf 

Answer.   Hot  to  my  recollection. 

Twelfth  question  of  Mr.  Bbll.  Heose  ex- 
amine the  mteiTogatories  propounded  hr  Mr. 
Peytcm  to  the  vitnees,  (whitnev,)  and  the 
answers  theretoi  oommenoiiu  wiui  Na  1,  and 
indnding  the  foUowing  numbers  dedgnated  by 
a  cross  on  the  oapj  of  the  journal  of  tbe  com- 
mittee herewith  nimished,  and  say  if  the  courae 
of  the  witness  waa  not  consdeied  disrespect- 
ful to  the  ooninittee^  and  eqtedally  to  Mr. 
Peyton. 

Answer.  I  did  not  oonrider  the  answers  of 
Mr,  Whitoey,  alluded  to,  as  disrespectftil  either 
to  the  conmiittee  or  Mr.  Peyton,  inasmuch  as 
my  opinion  has  been,  from  the  beginidng,  that 
be  was  under  no  I^al  obligation  to  answer  the 
interrogatories,  or  most  of  tlwm ;  and  as  I  con- 
sider l£e  term  "  inqoidturiiil "  to  be  wed  in  a 
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technical  sense,  and  not  with  a  disposition  to 
be  nnooorteoos  to  the  ammittee,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it. 

Thirteenth  qaefltion  of  Mr.  Bell.  Did  not 
Chief  Josttee  Taney,  in  his  evidence  before  the 
committee,  disinoTe  the  allegation  of  the  irit- 
nesa  in  his  lett«  to  Kr.  Dnane,  late  Beeretary 
of  tiie  Treasory,  so  fbr  as  relates  to  his  having, 
at  any  time,  recommended  faim  (Whitney)  as  a 
fit  person  to  be  an  agent  of  the  deposit  banks 
or  of  the  Treasury  f 

Answer.  Chief  Jostice  Taney's  evidence  is 
not  before  me,  and,  if  it  were,  it  might  perhaps 
be  questioned  whether  it  was  competent  for  me 
to  say  what  degree  of  evidence  amoants  to 
proof.  For  a  ftirther  answer  of  the  question,  I 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Hr.  Whitney,  and  the 
answers  of  Ifr.  Taney,  allnded  to  in  the  ques- 
tion, both  of  wldoh  are  in  the  poaBeatdon  of  the 
committee. 

Fonrteentii  question  of  Mr.  Bbil.  How  far 
was  Mr.  Peyton  At&ng  from  tiie  wibiess  (Whit- 
ney) at  the  time  of  tue  cwnmencement  of  the 
occnrraioe  to  which  yon  have  allnded  f  State, 
also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not  dtting  nearer 
to  the  wibiess  than  any  other  member  of  the 
committee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton 
was  not  standing  still  at  the  time  he  had  his 
hand  In  bis  bosom,  and  when  Mr.  Wise  ap- 
proached him. 

Answer.  At  the  commencement  of  tite 
occurrence  alluded  to,  Mr,  Peyton  was  sitting 
within  a  few  feet  of  Mr.  Whitney,  say  three  to 
six  feet,  and  was  nearer  Mr.  Whitney  than 
any  other  member  of  the  committee.  I  think 
Jii.  Peyton  was  not  standing  still  at  the  time 
named  in  tiie  question,  bat  was  endeavoring  to 
advance,  and  was  resisted  in  so  doing  principal- 
ly by  Mr.  Wise. 

fifteenth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Have  yon, 
or  any  other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  had 
any  conversation  witii  the  eaid  K.  M.  Whitney 
since  the  occnrrence  in  the  committee  ?  If  so, 
did  he  inform  you  then  that  he  was  alarmed, 
and  that  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  the 
course  which  he  has  done  in  this  matter  f  Stat^ 
all  he  said  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives 
which  induced  his  conrse  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation 
othen  have  had  with  Mr.  Whitney  upon  this 
subject.  I  have  had  none.  I  had  no  acquaints 
anoe  with  Ifr.  Whitney  prior  to  being  appointed 
on  the  select  oommtttoe,  ttoA  have  since  oare- 
fblly  abstained  from  oonveraation  with  him. 
Upon  one  occasion,  however,  since  the  ooonr- 
rence  of  tite  25tii  of  Jannary,  I  was  in  the 
company  of  Mr.  Whitney  a  few  minutes,  who 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject,  not  ad- 
dressed to  me  particularly.  So  mr  as  I  can 
recollect  them,  they  were,  in  substance,  that 
he  was  not  afraid  of  Mr.  Peyton,  at  the  time 
allnded  to ;  that  he  (Wtutney)  was  not  armed 
at  the  time,  but  intended,  if  Mr.  Peyton  had 
drawn  a  weapon,  to  have  q>rang  forward, 
Mi^ht  his  arm,  and  flung  him  into  the  fire- 
plaee.  Thb  waa  before  be  had  lent  a  petUim 
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to  tiie  HoDse,  and  before  his  arrest  for  an  al- 
leged contempt. 

First  question  of  Mr.  Renoheb.  In  the  snb- 
seqnent  examinations  before  the  committee  to 
which  B.  M.  Whitn^  was  pleased  to  submit, 
after  the  occuirenoe  Mtween  him  and  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, did  he  exhiUt  fears  of  personal  violence 
from  Mr.  Wise,  or  from  any  other  member  of 
the  committee? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  no  indications  of  fear 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  Bbnoheb.  Was  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Wise,  or  any  other  meml>er  of 
the  committee,  calculated  to  create  such  fears? 

Answer.  [Excepting  the  time  of  the  occur- 
rence of  the  2Sth  of  January,  I  answer  nega- 
tively. 

Fonrtii  question  by  Counsel.  Did  Mr.  Wise 
at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what 
fraa  his  purpose  in  going  round  the  table,  and 
pladng  himself  near  the  aoonsed,  as  stated  in 
your  answer  to  the  first  interr(^at(M7 1  If  yea, 
what  did  he  aay  waa  bis  purpose  ?  And  was 
the  statement  of  Hr.  '^se,  as  to  his  purpose  in 
that  movement,  before  or  after  the  accused's 
testimony  befwe  the  committee  had  been 
closed? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  Mr.  Wise 
mode  the  statement  alluded  to,  in  this  House, 
on  I  think  Saturday,  the  4th  of  February.  My 
information  was  derived  from  conversation  witS 
members  who  were  present,  and  from  the  re- 
port of  his  remarks  m  the  Globe  and  Intelli- 
gencer of  this  city.  I  think  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Whitney  had  closed  prior  to  that  time. 

Fifth  question  by  Counsel.  In  your  foregoiuff 
answers,  touching  the  interrogatories  propound 
ed  to  Mr.  Whitney  before  the  committee,  do 
yon  refer  to  any  questions  put  to  Mr.  Whitney 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  or  by  others  of  the  committee, 
or  to  any  of  his  answers  or  refusals  to  answer, 
but  what  are  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the 
conmiittee,  and  fbund  in  the  printed  copy  of 
that  journal  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  inter- 
rogatories ;  and  is  that  a  copy  printed  by  order 
of  the  committee !  If  bo,  annex  the  whole  of 
it  to  your  answer. 

Answer.  I  have  referred  to  the  questions 
and  answers,  and  refusals  to  answer,  which 
have  1>ccn  published  by  the  committee,  and  to 
them  alone.  I  annex  the  Journal,  so  ur  as  it 
has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  committee : 

[Here  follow  from  pages  1  to  112,  inclu- 
fiivet  of  printed  journal  of  the  select  committee.] 

Sixth  question  by  Counsel.  Is  not  the  evi- 
dence of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  and  also  that  of 
Mr.  Duane,  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  is;  but  I  have  run 
my  eye  rapidly  over  the  printed  journal,  and 
do  not  find  the  evidence  there. 

Seventh  question  by  Counsd.  Was  Mr. 
Whitney  present  at,  or  ever  wprised  of^  the 
examination  of  Chief  Justice  Tane^  or  Mr. 
Duane,  or  of  tiie  nature  of  their  evidenoe,  or 
ever  afCnded  aa  q^mrtnoity  to  pnl  qneBtions 
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to  either,  tn  explanation  of  their  eridence,  or 
to  adduce  anj  corroboration  of  bis  own,  In  case 
any  disOTepanoy  shonld  appear  t 

Answer.  Be  was  not  present,  nor  was  he 
apprised  of  the  euoninatkm  of  Mr.  Taney  and 
Mr.  Dnane,  to  my  knowledge. 

[latern^tories  ^miiui  to  those  pat  to  the  fiist 
witness  (Mr.  Fidrfield)  w«re  also  addressed  to  Ifr. 
Hamer,  ud  received  iimiUr  ansvoi  ss  fior  as  the 
knowledge  of  Ur.  Hamer  went.] 


Fbid^t,  Febmary  17. 
Oim  4tf  S.  3t.  Whittu^Mr.  BiuMr'B 

First  question  by  Kr.  Pettor.  Bare  yon 
heard  any  member  of  this  Bonse  declare  uiat 
any  proceeding  should  be  adopted  or  proseonted 
to  bring  the  occurrences  in  the  committee,  on 
the  35ui  of  Jsnnary,  to  the  notice  of  the 
Bonse?  And  if  yes,  state  whether  yon  have 
hesrd  sach  an  opinion  expressed  by  many  of 
the  members  of  tiie  Bonse ;  and,  also,  whe^er 
any  of  them  snggested  that  prooeedings  agidnst 
B.  U.  Whitney,  for  a  contempt,  wonld  be  a 
proper  mode  of  effecting  that  ooject. 

Mr.  TnutaL  siud  he  was  under  the  neoeadty 
of  ol{{eeting  to  this  interrogatory,  as  he  con- 
dderao  it  a  very  improper  inquiry  to  make. 

Mr.  BoiTD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  -whieh 
were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  89,  nays  84, 

Bo  the  Hoose  determined  the  intarrc^^ry 
ahonld  be  pnk 

Hr.  Bamkb  then  sent  to  the  Chair  the  follow- 
ing: 

Answer.  I  have  heard  some  members  say 
that  the  proceedings  alluded  to  ought  to  be 
brought  before  the  Bouse;  that  opinion  has 
not  been  expressed  to  me  by  many  members. 
I  have  not  heard  any  one  say,  so  far  as  I  now 
recollect,  that  proceedings  ogunst  B.  U.  Whit- 
ney, for  a  contempt,  would  ne  a  proper  mode 
of  efibo&ig  that  oqject 

First  interrogatory  by  Ur.  Wbk.  From  the 
facta  within  your  knowledge,  or  from  remarks 
made  toyon,  or  in  your  presence,  by  members 
of  this  Boose,  or  by  R.  M.  Whitney,  have  you 
a  donbt  <rf  the  fiut  that  this  hirestigalion  was 
and  ia  intended,  hr  said  members  and  sfdd 
Whitney,  to  aSSect  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  f 
State  all  the  facts  and  circnmstances,  the  con- 
versations and  meetings,  the  remarks  of  mem- 
bers, or  of  said  Whitney, -  which  go  to  diow 
that  snoh  is  the  object  «  those  coaicenied  in 
the  same. 

Mr.  TiTRBiu,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeaa  78,  nays  99. 

Bo  the  Boose  determined  the  interrogatoty 
should  not  be  put 

Second  intemtgatory  by  Hr.  Wise.  Do  yon 
know  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  infor- 
mation derived  A-om  the  President  himself,  or 
any  member  or  members  with  whom  he  may 
have  oonsnlted  or  advised,  or  to  wh«n  be  may 
ham  soggeafeed  n  (^Anioii,  u  to  the  prooeed- 
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hies  npim  the  Twort  of  the  adeet  oommittea, 
whether  be  (tlie  ^Ident  of  the  United  States) 
has  not  advised  and  recommended  to  members 
the  course  wliich  has  been  pursued  by  the 
Bouse  in  this  matter  of  aUeged  contempt ;  and 
whether  he  did  or  ^d  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
assign  as  a  reason  for  that  course,  that  it  wonld 
try  the  conduct  of  MeBsrs.  Peyton  and  Wise  in 
the  committee  of  which  Hr.  Garland  is  chair* 
man,  urging  that  it  was  nccessaiy  to  condemn 
that  conduct. 

Hr.  Vandebpoel  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
neys ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  66, 
nays  IIS. 

So  tiie  Bouse  determined  that  the  faiterroga* 
to^  be  not  prt^nnded  to  the  witness. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Petton.  Hare 
you  heard  any  meml>^  of  this  Bonse,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  hoped  or  wished  Whit- 
ney wonld  refuse  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee, so  as  to  give  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  transaction  before  the  conmuttee,  or 
any  word  or  expression  to  that  effect ;  and  have 
yon  known  any  members  of  this  Bouse,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  had  counselled  with 
Whitney  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue ;  or 
have  you  known  any  member  of  this  Bonse 
counsel  with  said  Whitney  as  to  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  him,  either  before  the  House  at 
the  committee  ?  state  fiilly  all  yon  know  on 
this  snUect 

Hr.  TcBmxx  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 

Hr.  RoBBBTsoN  caUed  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  76,  nays  Bl. 

So  the  Bonse  determined  that  this  intem^^ 
tory  should  not  be  put. 

Third  interrc^tory  by  Hr.  Pkttok.  Have 
yon  heard  any  jnombers  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that,  by  commencing  this  pro- 
ceeding asainst  Whitney  in  the  House,  the 
whole  conduct  and  declarations  of  Hessrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton  would  be  proven,  and  therein'  bring 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  into  disgrace  before  the 
nation ;  or  any  expresrions  or  deolarationa  to 
that  effect ;  and  ihat  they  would  vote  for  the 
investigaticai  with  a  view  to  that  object  ? 

lb.  IvamiaoLL  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — jaa  69, 
nays  86. 

So  the  Bonse  determined  that  the  Interroga- 
tory be  not  put 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Hr.  Peyton.  When 
did  yon  first  see  the  written  statement  of  Hr. 
Furfield,  which  he  presented  to  this  Bouse,  ia 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  propounded 
to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the  same} 

Answer.  Several  days  before  be  was  ex- 
amined as  a  witness  in  this  Bouse ;  but  the  ex- 
act date  I  do  not  remember.  I  believe  the  one 
shown  to  me  then  to  be  substantially  the  one 
presented  here  when  he  was  examined, 

[Similtr  interrogatories  with  those  addreased  to 
the  praoeding  witBeases,  were  then  addressed  to  Mr. 
Martin,  and  wen  answered  sobatantislly  to  the  mme 
eflteL] 
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Mr.  QiUetU  TeatimoT^. 

First  qiMsUoa  by  the  Coaosel  for  the  accnaed. 
I^eue  state  all  the  ciroamst&noes  attending  tiie 
dilate  nod  disorder  that  oooorred  before  the 
select  oomniittee  whereof  Hr.  Garland  is  chair- 
man, on  Wednesday,  the  36th  of  Jannary ;  and 
state  partionlarly  aU  that  was  said  and  done  by, 
and  the  whole  demeanor  and  condaot  oi^  B.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  occurred  on  that 
oocauon. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  the  answer  of  Mr. 
F^rfield  to  this  interrogatory,  and  recollect  the 
f^ta  stated  hj  him,  and  think  they  are  truly 
stated ;  and  I  adopt  his  answer  thereto  as  a 
iHut  of  my  own.  I  think  other  words  reflect- 
vna  nponUr,  Whitney  were  nsed  by  both  Mr. 
Wise  uid  ICr.  Peyton,  bat  I  cannot  <»11  to  mind 
BOT  that  I  am  oertain  were  spoken  before  Hr. 
Whitney  retired  ftom  the  committee  room. 

[The  remaining  p<»tion  of  the  wituess's  re- 
ply was  similar  to  that  of  Ur.  Fairfield  to  the 
same  qnery.] 

[The  interrogKtories  pat  to  the  previous  witnesses 
were  then  pat  to  Hr.  OIDet,  recdring  the  ume  an- 
swers.] 


Satdbdat^  Febrnary  18. 
Cote  of  R.  M.  Whitney, 
Ur.  Wian  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
Hoose  to  call  the  reporter  for  the  Intelligencer, 
from  whose  notes,  aided  by  bis  own  rMoIleft- 
tion,  Mr.  W.  had  written  oat  his  speech  for  that 
paper ;  which  was  agreed  to.  ^ 

Tativwny  qfJohn  Whitehead,  Seporter. 

Qoestion  by  Mr.  Wisb.  Will  yoa  please  state 
whether  yon  did  not  furnish  Mr.  Wise  with 
your  not^  as  a  reporter  of  the  Intelligencer, 
of  Mb  remarks  in  Uie  Hoose,  narrating  and  ex- 
plaining the  occurrences  in  the  committee  of 
which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  in  the  matter 
of  difiSoolty  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  B.  M. 
Whitney ;  and  whether  yon  can  now  Tonoh  for 
the  general  correctness  of  the  report  of  these 
remarks  in  the  bitelligeiioer,  porticolarly  the 
report  of  the  paragraph  or  se&tenoe  commenc- 
ing "  Let  me  not  be  misnndarstood,"  Ao, 

Answer.  Tee ;  I  did  sapply  Mr.  Wise  with 
the  reixni  of  the  statement  which  he  made  to 
the  Honaa,  narratiilg  the  occurrences  in  the 
oiHnmittee  of  wMch  Ur.  Garland  is  chairman. 
I  can  and  do  voudii  for  the  general  correctness 
o{  the  report  as  contained  in  the  Intelligencer, 
and  particularly  the  report  of  the  paragra^  com- 
mencing "  Let  me  not,"  &o.  I  atstinctly  recol- 
lect the  sentenoe  htaoa  ottered,  viz :  "  If  he 
had  drawn  a  weapcoi,  it  shonld  not  have  done 
its  executJMi." 

Mr.  JoDeSfConnsel  f(x  the  accosed,  then  Ui- 
fismed  the  Honse  that  they  had  got  throa^ 
with  all  the  oral  tesdnumy  whioh  tlMy  proposed 
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introducing  at  that  time,  and  said  he  held  in  bis 
hand  certam  doonmentary  evidence  which  they 
intended  to  introduce.  The  evidence  aUuded 
to^  he  said,  were  extracts  fnmi  the  accredited 
speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Yi^[i]^  (Mr. 
Wiax,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
PsTTON ;)  whicE  extracts  went  to  show  the  gvo 
anime  of  the  other  proceedings  of  those  gentle- 
men against  the  aooosed.  He  considmd  tMs 
propositicm  as  necessary  to  show  the  state  of 
feelmg  which  existed  in  the  breasts  of  those 
gentlemen  towards  the  accused;  but  in  so 
doing  it  was  not  their  intention  to  mutilate 
these  speeches,  and  take  small  Dortiona  of 
them,  but  to  1^  them  before  the  House  tit  eat- 
tenao.  To  save  tame,  however,  they  only  pro- 
posed the  reading  of  such  portions  of  them  as 
bore  upon  the  point  at  issue,  yet  the  whole 
qweches  were  before  the  Hoase^  so  that  mj 
gentleman  might  ezamlDe  them  for  himsel£ 

Ur.  Fiorann  then  withdrew  his  call  for  tiie 
yeas  and  nays^  and  the  propontion  to  introdnoe 
this  testimony  was  lost,  without  a  divldoiL 

Ur.  Gbolsoh,  from  the  omimittee  ^^x^tad 
to  conduct  the  examination,  then  arose  and  an- 
nounced that  the  counsel  for  the  aooosed  had 
closed,  so  far,  their  oral  testimony,  but  desired, 
through  him,  to  submit  a  proposition  to  the 
House.  Xhey  had  famished  him  with  a  list  or 
memorandom  of  certun  portions  of  the  journal 
of  the  Select  Gommittee  of  which  the  Hon.  Ur. 
Gablakix  of  Virginia,  was  chainnan,  with  a 
request  that  a  d^k  be  directed  to  transcribe 
them  for  the  nae  of  oonnsel  and  the  mnnbera. 
The  reason  of  the  reqnest  was  tlUa:  thejonmal 
was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  could 
not,  without  very  great  inoonvenience,  be  spared 
firom  the  printing  ofBce ;  because,  if  it  was,  it 
could  not  be  pnnted  in  time  for  the  report. 
He  therefore  moved  that  a  derk  be  ^tpointed 
to  make  such  vxtraots^  fbr  the  pnrpoee  abor* 
mentioned. 

Ur.  Pattok  then  snbrnitted  the  fidlowing 

resolution. 

RtBdivei,  That  it  is  not  expedient  fbrther  to  prose- 
cute the  trial  of  Reuben  H.  Whilney,  for  the  con- 
tempt of  the  Hoase  alleged  to  have  been  ooxunitted 
by  him,  and  that  be  be  now  discharged. 

Mr.  Patxov  sud  thst  he  had  fnm  the  be^ 
ning  foreseen  that  the  trial  would  assume  the 
form  and  diaTaoter  which  it  hod  put  on ;  that 
it  wonld  be  protracted  to  a  most  unreasonable 
length,  by  the  introdnction  of  a  vast  mass  of 
irrdevant  testimony,  and  by  the  raising  of  an 
infinite  number  of  questions  of  evidence ;  and 
that  the  prosecntioD  <tf  the  inquiry  must  lead  to 
heated  debate^  and  probably  angry  personal  col- 
lision. 

I  think  (said  Ur.  P.)  it  must  be  sufficiently 
manifest,  if  we  attempt  to  go  on  regularly 
through  this  trial,  receiving  atl  that  kmd  of 
tesdmony  and  pursuing  that  mode  of  inTesUgar 
tion  whidi  the  dedrim  of  the  House  already 
have  anthoriaed,  that  tbere  oan  be  no  terminal 
tion  of  the  mm  imtil  the  wbde  vlt  the  reodoe 
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of  the  session,  now  barely  SQffiotent  for  doing 
the  public  badness  of  absnntely  indimenBable 
necessity,  shall  have  been  oonsomed.  If  we  go 
on  through  the  evidence,  and  are  called  on  to 
pronoonce  a  jadgment  on  the  merits,  we  most 
hear  debate  from  the  coonsel  of  the  aconsed 
md  from  many  members  of  the  Hoose,  which 
it  would  be  exoeedindy  difiBenlt  to  restrain  by 
the  means  provided  for  arresting  debate  in  an 
ordinary  case  of  legislation.  Under  these  cir^ 
omnstsQces,  I  have  been  meditating  for  some 
time  to  pft^NMO  something  which  would  pot  a 
stop  to  tbe  ease  wtttiont  any  dedriom  on  the 
merits.  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  and 
it  may,  perhaps,  indnce  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  to  receive  more  &vorably  tiie  propontioi^ 
that  I  have  stodiondy  and  porposdy  abst^ed 
from  Totinf^  npon  any  of  uie  nnmeroos  ques- 
tions of  evidence,  which  have  arisen  In  the 
case.  I  have  kept  myself  aloof  from  all  the 
excitement  which  I  was  sure  the  case  must 
elicit,  in  some  measure  in  the  hope  that,  from 
a  position  of  that  sort,  a  conciliatory  moticm, 
calculated  to  put  a  stop  to  a  trial  so  disastrous 
to  the  discharge  of  the  public  legislation  of  the 
ootmtry,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  any  de- 
cision on  the  merits  of  the  case,  might  be  ao> 
o^tably  reodved.  I  do  verily  belioTe  that  if 
one  dngle  speech,  gnoh  as  will  be  made,  and 
perhaps  must  be  made,  from  the  very  nature  of 
tiie  cas^  shall  be  delivered  on  litis  floor,  ocMiee- 
qnenoes  the  most  d^lorable  win  follow:  scenes 
of  violence  and  personal  coIUmon,  such  as  we 
are  not  accustomed  even  here  to  witness,  as 
well  as  the  valuable  time  of  the  House  thrown 
away  so  far  as  necessary  le^alation  is  conc«rn- 
ed,  without  the  hope  having  any  calm,  dis- 
passionate, or  usefbl  determination  of  the  case 
itself  which  is  under  trial.  Before  we  got  in- 
volved in  this  case,  I  made  an  effort  to  prevent 
it  by  laying  the  report  of  ^  G<nnnwtee  on 
the  table.  1  would  now  renew  that  {wopoid* 
tion,  but  the  eflbot  oi  that  woidd  be  to  leave 
tlie  prisoner  in  cnstody.  I  have,  therefore,  pro- 
posed the  resolution  now  under  conrideration, 
for  tiie  purpose  of  effecting  the  same  object : 
that  is^  to  get  rid  of  tlus  case  in  the  only  prao- 
ticable  way,  without  coming  to  any  deoiuon  of 
the  House  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
accused,  or  anybody  ^e,  whose  conduct  is 
directlyor  indirectly  implicated  in  the  tri^ 

Mr.  WiSB  inquired  whether,  before  tiie  conn- 
Bel  for  the  accused  had  concluded  their  exam- 
ination, it  was  in  order  to  move  such  a  resolu- 
tion without  first  moving  to  suspend  the  roles. 

The  Ohaih  said  the  oouosel  for  the  accused 
had  conoladed  the  examination  of  witnesses,  as 
he  understood. 

Tettimonj/  of  the  Honorable  Jamet  Garland, 
I^rst  question  by  the  Comisel  for  the  accused. 
Please  ttate  all  the  circumstanoes  attmding  the 
dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before  the 
Select  Oommittee  whereof  Mr.  Garland  is  diair- 
man,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  January,  and 
state  particularly  all  that  was  said  aad  doM  by, 
TokXIIL— SO 
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and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  R.  H. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  oommitte& 
and  Messrs.  Wise  and  P^ton,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  tbat  oooarred  m  that 

occasion. 

Answer.  Tbe  trusaetion  now  investigating 
took  place  on  the  night  of  the  26th  day  <^  Jan- 
uary last.  Mr.  Peyton  bad,  without  ot;jection 
by  the  committee,  pn^tosed  to  Mr.  Whitney  the 
fcrilowinginterrogatoir:  **IMd  you  receive  any 
letter  of  reoommmdanon  frun  R.  B.  Ton^,  at 
did  he,  in  any  manner,  countenance  you  in  m- 
plying  for  the  agmoy  contemplated ;  or  did  ho 
positively  refose  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  he  was 
at  the  head  <tf  the  Trearary  Department?" 
whidi  I,  as  chairman,  propounded.  To  this 
interrogatory  Mr.  Whitney  returned  the  follow- 
ing answer: 

"I  decline  answering  this  interrogatory, 
more  particularly  as  the  individual  proponndit^ 
it  has  asserted,  positively  and  pubhcly,  that  the 
substance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  begin- 
ning with  *  or  did  he,'  dso. ;  therefore,  being 
the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witneaa. 
I  think,  in  justice,  that  tbe  Individual  who  baa 
made  the  aUegatitm  should  be  oaUed  to  prodnoa 
his  procrf." 

.uter  I  had  sent  the  answer  to  the  commit- 
tee, itr,  Peyton,  in  a  tone  and  manner  indicat- 
ing strong  excitement,  remarked,  Hi.  Chair- 
man, I  wish  you  distinctly  to  inform  this  wi^ 
ness  that  he  ia  not  to  insult  me  In  his  answers : " 
then  rising  fh>m  his  seat,  and  approaching  mt. 
Whitney,  said,  as  well  as  I  can  reodleot,  "  I 
will  not  be  inmilted  to  my  face  by  any  damned 
thief  and  danmed  robber ;  and  if  you  dare  to 
insult  me  here  to  my  face,  God  damn  you,  I 
will  put  you  to  death  on  the  spot.  Tou  say  in 
your  card  that  I  seek  protectkHi  under  my  con- 
stitntional  privil^ea,  but  I  will  let  yon  know 
that  I  do  not  cl^  uy  onistltntional  privily 
to  protect  me  agunst  an  insdt  to  my  face,  here 
or  elsewhere."  Before  Mr.  Peyton  had  finisbed 
this  sentence,  Mr.  Wise  rose  from  his  seat,  which 
was  on  the  sofa,  on  the  side  of  the  room  oppo- 
site Mr.  Whitoey,  and  walked  about  half  wi^* 
across,  saying,  "  Yes ;  the  oommittee  had  bwne 
the  damned  insolence  of  that  witness  long 
enough ;  it  was  insufferable."  Mr.  Peyton  re- 
marked, "Wise,  this  is  my  buuuess;  don't 
you  interfere."  I  immediately  rose,  and  said  to 
Mr.  Wise,  *' Wise^on't  do  so,  you  are  wrong." 
Upon  wMch  Mr.  Wise  immediately  returned  to 
bis  seat  When  Hr.  Wise  turned  to  resume  his 
seat,  I  immediately  turned  to  Ifr.  Peyton,  and 
ranaricedf  "Ux.  F^ton,  you  must  obaerre  the 
arier  of  tbe  committee."  Mr.  Feyttm  Imme- 
diately turned  from  the  witness  to  me,  and  said, 
as  near  as  I  can  reocdlect,  "  Mr,  Ohairman,  I 
appeal  to  yon  to  say  if  I  have  not  treated  this 
witness,  from  the  be^nning,  as  if  he  were  a 
gentieman ;  but  1*11  be  damned  if  I  will  be  in- 
sulted to  my  fiwe."  He  then  took  his  seat  in 
the  ohair  whiob  I  had  occupied,  aa  I  had  taken 
the  ohair  whidi  he  had  risen  from.  After  Mr. 
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Pejtoa  and  myself  were  hotii  leated,  Hr.  Whit- 
ney rose  from  his  seat,  and^  adTanoing  ooe  or 
two  steps  towards  me,  said,  "  Mr.  Ohurman," 
uttering  two  or  three  other  words  which  I  did 
not  hear.  Before  he  had  finished  his  sentence, 
"Mr.  PeTtou  rose  np  and  said,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect, "He  has  no  ri^t  to  n>eak  here;  God 
dttnn  hinif  he  shan't  ;  he  most  ^ve  his 
usweri  in  writioff."  Then,  taming  towards 
Ur.  Whitney,  sait^  **Toa  We  no  right  to 
nieak  here ;  nt  down,  sir."  I  remarked  to  Ur. 
FBTton  that  the  witness  had  a  right  to  make  a 

Jaestion  touching  his  examination ;  but,  before 
finished  the  remark,  Ur.  Peyton,  very  mnch 
excited,  said,  "Damn  him,  I  have  treated  him 
as  if  he  were  a  gentleman."  I  again  remarked 
to  Mr.  Peyton  that  he  must  observe  order.  Ur. 
'Whitney,  who  had  not  taken  his  seat,  sud, 
"  Mr.  Chairman,  I  came  here  nnder  the  snm- 
mons  of  the  committee.  I  daim  its  protec- 
tion." Mr.  Peyton  said,  "  Damn  him,  he  has 
insulted  me  to  my  face ;  damn  him,  he  looks  at 
me ;  he  shan't  look  at  me."  As  he  made  this 
lamark,  appearing  Tery  angry,  he  pot  his  ri^t 
hand  dther  to  his  bosora  w  the  ride  pocket  of 
his  coat  M  soon  as  be  pat  his  hand  to  bis 
boeom,  yb.  Wise  sprang  forward,  seized  Ur. 
Peyton  by  the  breast,  ana  said,  "  Peyton,  don't 
notice  him ;  damn  him,  he  is  not  worthy  of 

four  notice ; "  and  some  other  expresdoDj  which . 
do  not  remember.  Ur.  Peyton  remarked,  "  I 
will  notice  him ;  I  would  notice  him  if  he  were 
a  damned  d<^,  if  he  Insulted  me  to  my  fioce." 
As  soon  as  Ur.  Wise  seized  hold  of  Ur.  Peyton, 
I  stepped  between  him  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
Mr.  Martin  took  hold  of  his  right  arm.  Mr. 
Wise  shoved  Ur.  Peyton  back  some  two  or 
three  steps  towards  Uie  eofi^  Ur.  F^ton  m- 
deavoring  somewhat  to  disengage  himself  flxnn 
Ur.  Wise  and  Ur.  Uartin,  but  ftOed.  About 
this  time  some  member  of  the  committee  made 
a  motion  to  snqMud  the  examination,  and  Ur. 
Hamer  made  some  remarks,  which  I  did  not 
hear,  for  my  attention  was  directed  to  the  par- 
ties, with  a  view,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  cdli- 
sion  by  personal  interpontion.  At  this  time,  I 
remarkM  to  Ur.  Whitney,  "that  a  qaestlon 
would  arise  as  to  the  disposition  of  fais  answer, 
and  that  he  would  liepleased  to  retire ; "  which 
he  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  Mr.  Pey- 
toD,  who  had  been  very  much  excited,  became 
more  tranquil;  expressed  his  regret  for  the 
ooourrenoe;  n^ed.  in  extenuation,  the  insult 
whi<A  he  liad  received  in  the  answer  referred 
toL  and  the  eontemptuons  look  and  soowl  with 
▼nioh  it  was  aooompanled,  as  the  cause  of  his 
great  excitement,  and  apologised  to  the  com- 
mittee, pwiising  that  thereafter  he  would  try 
and  suppress  his  liseliiun,  nnleas  grossly  and 
directb^  insulted.  Mr.  Uamer  then  aabmitted 
the  following  notion: 

"That  the  answer  to  the  16th  question  be 
returned  to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  tiie 
interrogatory,  and  disrmectnd  to  a  member 
of  the  ocmunlttee ; "  whieh  waa  unaaimoudy 
adopted.  Ur.YnBetiwncitUediitetohiinfnear 
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the  window,  and  remarked  that,  "  in  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's present  state  of  feeling,  it  would  not  do  to 
permit  him  and  Mr.  Whitney  to  go  out  of  the 
room  together ;  if  they  did,  he  woold  not  be 
responsible  for  the  conseqaenc«s ;  that  it  would 
be  best  to  call  back  the  witness,  permit  Mr. 
Peyton  to  ask  him  another  question,  which 
woold  greatiy  tend  to  tranquillize  him,  and  then 
di8chan|e  the  witness,  without  tiie  conmilttea^s 
acljonnung.'*  I  told  mm  I  (proved  <tf  the  ^aa; 
that  there  was  some  mifinisned  bnslneas  before 
the  committee,  which  I  would  call  up  when 
ySi.  Whitney  was  discharged;  and  that  he 
must  see  that  Ur.  Peyton  did  not  leave  the 
room ;  which  he  promised  he  would  do.  The 
witness  was  then  called  in,  and  the  reeolution 
of  the  committee  read  to  him.  Aiter  it  was 
read,  he  sud,  as  well  as  I  recollect,' "  if  I  have 
been  disreapectfol  to  the  committee,  I  regret  it, 
and  apologize  for  it"  Mr.  Peyton  then  pro- 
poimded  a  question,  whidi  Ur.  Whitney  an- 
swered in  a  respectfiil  manner,  and  was  dis- 
charged. Ajb  Ur.  Whitney  left  the  roonij  I 
called  some  unfinished  bnatoess  to  tiie  attention 
d  the  oommittee,  which  detdned  it  about  ton 
minntes,  and  then  it  a^joonwd.  la  this  narra- 
tive I  am  gidded  by  my  memory  alone.  I  have 
pven  the  circomstances  which  occurred,  and 
the  language  which  was  employed,  as  accarately 
as  a  tireaoherous  memory  will  permit  I  do  not 
pnrftes  entire  accuracy,  or  to  have  stated  all 
that  ocomred. 

[The  usual  interrogatories  vere  then  put  to  Ur. 
Gartand,  and  answered  aboot  as  other  witneans  bad 
done,  as  far  as  hla  knowledge  extended ;  after  which 
Ur.  Faitfldd,  the  flnt  witness,  was  called  back,  and 
flirther  iatenogated.] 


U4»n>i.T,  February  SO. 

Ca$e  qf  B.M.  WhitMy. 

Ur.  Lin,  tiiere  beiiw  no  qaeation  bdbre  the 
House,  then  snbndttea  his  reaolntimi,  as  fbU 

lows: 

iZtfM/vM^  That  it  Is  inexpedient  to  HMecute  ftirtbsr 
the allMed ocmtanpt of  fiei^Mn U.  WUbHTiuniiist 
the  autlMMd^  of  thii  House,  and  that  said  Whitney 

be  now  disdiaiged  from  custody. 

Ur.  Gholboh  wished  to  know  whether  the 
inveatigation  on  the  part  of  the  committee  could 
be  stopped  in  this  way. 

The  Ohaib  repUed  .that  that  was  a  qn^on 
for  the  House,  not  the  CShair,  to  determine. 
The  witness  was  off  the  stand,  and  tbe  same 
question  arose  the  other  day. 

Ur.  Lahx  thffli  said :  Ur.  Speaker,  the  only 
speedi  I  have  to  make  on  this  reeolution  is  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DiweoN.  Mr.  Speaker,  can  a  gentleman 
take  the  floor,  present  a  resdntim,  and  call  for 
the  previous  question,  witikoat  the  power  of  the 
House  to  amend  it  f 

ThflOKUB.  Certainly. 
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itr.  Stobbb.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  point  of  order 
I  toqwre  about  is  this :  whether  it  id  compe- 
tent for  any  member  of  this  House,  vhile  this 
House  is  organized  as  a  jadicial  tribtmal,  to  oat 
off,  by  this  gnillotine  sort  of  process,  the  right 
of  the  accused  to  be  heard  bj  his  conasel. 

The  Ohaib.  That  is  a  matter  for  the  consid- 
eration of  tii\a  Hoose.  The  Honse  maj  vote 
according  to  its  ^floretlon  or  aooording  to  Its 
JndgmeDt. 

Ur.  Jones  (of  counsel  for  the  accnsed.)  Can- 
not ^is  proposition  be  amended,  rir  ? 

The  CoAiB.  No  proposition  can  be  amended 
after  the  demand  for  the  previons  qnestion. 

Hr.  Wise.  Ib  there  not  a  witness  on  the 
stand! 

The  Ohaib.   There  is  not 

ICr.  Wise.  Has  not  the  dork  of  the  Select 
Committee  been  summoned ! 

The  Ohaib  has  issued  a  snbpoma  for  him,  but 
he  was  not  colled  on  the  stdud. 

Ut.  Wise.  Hare  there  not  been  questions 
propounded  which  have  not  been  answered ! 

Mr.  Gholson.  I  gave  the  derk  seventeen 
int^TogatorieSf  which  he  has  not  answered. 

The  OoAiB,  as  the  predding  ofiSoer  of  the 
Hoose,  knows  nothing  of  it 

Tellers  having  been  appointed,  the  previous 
qnestion  was  then  seoonaed  bj  the  Hoose — 
yeas  78,  nays  64 ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  nuun  qu^ion  be  now  pnt  t" 

Mr.  Oeaio  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays :  whidi 
were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  91,  nays  71. 

So  the  main  cjuestion  was  OTdered  to  be  pat ; 
and  on  the  mun  question,  being  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  CstAPiN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  99,  nays 
72,  as  follows : 

Tkas.— Uessrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Blade,  Bodcee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bo- 
vee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchuifln,  Burns,  BTnum, 
Cambreleng,  v^j,  CSiapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Cnug,  Cramer,  Crary,  Gushman,  Doableday, 
ItanwKrie,  Dnnlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French, 
Fiy,  Gnlbr^th,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hai^na,  Haynes, 
Hatderson,  Holt,  Howard,  Haiitii]«ton,  Ingbam, 
Wiltiam  Jacks^  Jarvig,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon, 
KUgore,  Klingensodth,  ume,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Gid- 
eon Lee,  Jodioa  Lee,  Leonard,  Lonn,  Ixtyall,  Lo- 
ess, Atqish  Mann,  William  Hason^  )by,  McKay,  Uc- 
Kecm,  HcEIm,  IfoLene,  HUIer,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
ns, Owens,  Page,  ^terBon,  Pattrai,  Dotee  J. 
Pftuoe,  Phelps,  John  Beynolt^  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Sogers,  Sdient^  S^naour,  EOdnn,  Sickles,  Smitb, 
gtragoe,  guthedand,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toncey, 
Tonill,  Vanderpoel,  Wiener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  T^— 99. 

ITatb.— Messrs.  CblUon  Allan,  Hemau  Allen,  Bai- 
ley, Ben,  Bond,  Bondi,  WilUam  B.  OalfaooD,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Ohetwood,  CUlda,  ITatbaniet  H.  CU- 
bome,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Gashing,  Dariington, 
Dawson,  Oeberry,  Denny,  Ehnore,  Evans,  Forester, 
Oraham,  Granger,  Giiffln,  Hiland  HaU,  Hard,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Albert  O.  H&rriaon,  Hazeltine,  Herod,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  IngersoU,  Janes,  Jalfer, 
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Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Love,  Lyon, 
Maury,  McCarty,  MoKennan,  Meioer,  Milligui,  Far 
ker,  Pearson,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Beed,  Bencher, 
RnsseU,  Shields,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Thomas,  Wsddy  Thonmson,  Tinton,  WashiDgton, 
White,  Lewis  WHUsms,  Oistrod  Williams,  Young— 

n. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  Kr. 
WhituOT'  was  thereupon  ordwed  to  be  dis- 
charged from  cDstodj. 

Jost  as  the  Ohidr  was  annomiefaig  the  order 
for  the  discharge  of  tiie  accused, 

Mr.  Petton  interposed,  and  said,  before  the 
accosed  was  dismissed,  he  wished  to  propound 
a  qaetftion  to  him,  and  that  he  be  denned  for 
that  purpose.  [Oiiesofnol  nol  frtm  all  parts 
of  thohall.] 

Mr.  PsTTON  thereapon  moved  a  suspenaon 
of  the  rule,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oq 
the  motion,  saying,  "  Then  gentiemen  will  have 
an  opportnntty  of  reoording  their  no  I  nol" 

Mr.  Manit,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
Hoose  adjonm. 

Mr.  WnxiAKB,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were— yeas  94^  nays  68. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wnn  was  called,  that 
gentieman  rose  in  his  place,  and,  addressing  the 
Chair,  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  vote  nntil 
I  ascertain  whether  I  am  discJuxged  £h»n  pros- 
eontion  or  not 

The  Honse  then  ac^onmed. 


'WkmEBDAT,  Febmary  23. 
Seitittinif  Batii  U.  8.  ITcUt. 

Mr.  GiXBEAiTH,  fnm  the  Select  Oomndttoe 
upon  the  snbject  of  banlung  operations  and  the 
reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  at  the  TTnited 
States,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  punish- 
ment of  rdssning  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  <^ 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  EvEBKTT  took  this  oeoasion  to  disclaim 
any  participation  in  the  bill  or  report,  never 
having  seen  either.  The  committee  met  soon 
after  thdr  i^pointmrat  when  nothing  was  done. 
They  were  to  wait  the  call  of  their  ohurman 
for  their  next  meeting.  He  now  understood 
they  had  had  a  meeting  some  days  since,  but 
of  this  he  had  had  no  notice  to  Mtend.  The 
first  notice  he  had  was  yesterday,  when  the 
chaimian  s^  the  committee  proposed  meeting 
that  evmipg,  at  the  lodgings  of  one  ctf  the 
membersw  mi,  £.  informed  him  that  he  was 
too  much  indisposed  to  go  out  in  the  evening, 
but  would  attend  any  morning  in  the  committee 
room  at  the  House,  He  therefore  disclumed 
all  share,  or  merit,  w  resp<nidbility,  for  the  bill 
or  report 

Mr.  Maboh,  of  Midne,  moved  that  five  thou- 
sand ooples  be  minted;  wlufAmotunlisBow. 
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Hr.  HowABD,  from  tlie  Oommittee  on  Toreiga 
Affiiirs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  MesBsge 
of  the  Fneident  of  the  United  States  of  the  8tb 
of  Febnui7,  mftde  the  fUIowing  report  thereon : 

The  Commtttee  on  Foidn  AflUn,  to  vhtcb  wu 
rebtred  the  Uamgt  Ot  the  Prestdent  of  the  United 
Stetee  of  Uie  8th  of  Febnui^.  rdidve  to  Xezioo, 
here  had  the  smme  under  con«idention,  tad  Teq)ect- 
fttlhr  offer  the  following  report 

The  hi«tOT7  of  the  reUtions  between  the  United 
Steles  end  Mexico  exhitdts  an  anbroken  ■ucceeolon  of 
good  fodtooB,  and,  u  far  ai  the  occaakn  pamitted, 
of  Und  oflMei,  on  the  part  of  the  Amerieaa  Qown- 
awat,  fidlowiog  oat,  in  this  as  In  otfier  respeots,  the 
Aqxicnticm  and  wiihea  of  the  peoide.  The  flnt  to 
teoogniie  Mexico  as  an  independent  power,  the  Oot- 
enunent  of  the  United  Statea  bu  been  among  the 
fint  in  the  "pi^^*'*g  maoifeBtatira  of  ftiendahip  to 
tills  Bi^jaoent  Nortii  American  OoTenunent  At  an 
eariy  period  of  her  striifg;)e  for  independence,  the 
porta  of  the  United  States  were  open  to  her  flag, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  Incnrring  re^MWslbility  for  tt^ 
act  of  impartial  neutrality. 

Bat  the  ecnnmlttee  perceiTe,  with  profound  re- 

Eet,  that  on  the  part  of  Mexico  tliere  has  been  a 
ng  train  of  injuries  to  the  frmertj  of  American 
dtizeiu,  and  humlta  to  the  national  flag,  for  wtiich  re- 
dreas,  though  often  promiaed,  bu  sMdom  Iwn  ob- 
tained. 

Tliis  omtidon  hu  donbtlefls  praoeeded,  in  a  nest 
measure,  from  the  nnaettled  condition  of  the  fie^- 
can  GoTemment,  the  nomeroos  and  radical  chattel, 
which  hare  prerented  a  fixed  policy  from  being  per- 
Boed  in  its  uweign  aflUis.  But  the  oommittee  be- 
here  that  It  has  also  apnmg,  in  part,  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  form  <^oiir  Gorerament,  and  the  limited 
powers  of  Its  execntire  t»incli. 

Oaaes  might  be  mentioned  in  which  a  demand  for 
redress,  when  made  bj  nations  whose  Executire  had 
the  power  of  declaring  war,  and  consequently  the 
sobordlnste  power  of  gLrliw  laige  diecrt^ionary  aa- 
thoritjr  to  Its  naval  olBMra,hBs  been  piomptiy  met, 
iriwn  the  eomaqnenoeB  of  reAmU  w«e  oDoertafai. 
But  our  ooiutitatkm  has  wisely  placed  the  war-mak- 
li^;  power  in  the  kglalatiTe  bnmoh  of  the  GoTem- 
meot,  and  no  severe  measnies  an  likdy  to  be  adopted 
towards  any  foreign  power,  unless  upon  much  delib- 
eratiw  and  repeated  aggreeeion.  It  woold  seem  to 
follow  from  tUs,  howerer,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
downees  should  be  the  Sramees  of  the  voice  tiie 
BStltHi,  when  expressed  throogfa  all  the  departments 
ofltsOorerament. 

Those  nations  which  permit  tiMSnsdres  to  disre- 
gard the  remonstranoes  of  the  Preddcnt,  when  con- 
Teyed  through  agents  appointed  by  liim,  and  rely  for 
their  security  upon  the  limited  powers  ndtldi  oar  con- 
stitution has  intnisted  to  that  oOoer,  most  be  taught 
that  his  complaints  against  iirinfy  and  oolrue  do  bat 
raeak,  in  anUcipatton,  the  Ttnoe  of  the  oitm  people 

the  eoontry. 

It  may  be  Uiat,  without  reference  to  the  limited 
powers  of  the  Fre^dent,  the  Ooremment  of  Mexico 
has  been  encouraged  to  peraerere  In  its  coune  of 
aggresrion  by  the  general  absence  from  its  neigfalwr- 
bood  of  TesBda  {>(  war  belonghig  to  the  United  States, 
tile  hrtopodtlw  of  wfaldi  mi^  have  be»  more  ef- 
feotoal  than  a  diplomatto  note. 
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To  Ohatrate  tids  position,  the  committee  will  se- 
lect, out  of  the  many  eases  of  serioos  and  flagrant 
injury  inflicted  upon  the  commerce  and  rights  the 
United  States,  by  olBcets  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
one  of  the  very  few  in  which  that  Ooremment  hs- 
tened  to  our  demand  for  saUsbction. 

On  the  8d  of  May,  1836,  the  United  States  schooner 
Jefferson  anchored  off  the  port  of  Tam^uco,  direct 
from  Pensaeola,  haTing  been  sent  out  by  order  ct 
Commodore  Dallas  uentenant  OAom  ud  his 
boat's  crew,  wbo  went  on  Aore,  were  seized  and  Im- 
prisoned, and  the  vessel  prohtUted  ftom  entering  the 
river.  A  demand  for  satisfaction  made  by  the  Amer- 
ican consol  was  haughtily  reftued.  The  Jefferson 
left  the  port,  bat  communicated  with  the  eIom»  of 
war  Grampus,  of  dsitteen  guns,  wUdi  cams  to  off  tiis 
bar ;  and  on  the  fiulowing  day  tliere  arrived  another 
American  corvette,  and  both  anchored  titers. 

The  commander  of  the  Grampus  directed  a  note  to 
the  prindpal  of  the  port,  infonning  him  that,  by 
order  of  tlte  chief  of  the  division  on  the  West  bdia 
station,  he  had  come-to  enter  into  a  correspondence 
with  him  rebtlve  to  the  insult  whkh  he  had  inflicted 
on  the  American  flag.  A  note  followed  from  the 
For^gn  Department  of  the  Mexican  GoTemment  to 
Hr.  ulla,  requesting  him  to  interpose  his  authority, 
and  order  the  vessds  to  retire.  Mr.  Ellis  very  prop- 
erly declined  to  do  so.  In  a  few  days  an  official 
communication  apprised  Mr.  Ellie  that  the  Mexican 
Government  had  supplanted  the  officer  In  command 
at  Tamirfoo, "  bj  snbstitathw  in  1^  stead  a  ddef 
who,  it  &tteis  itidf;  wUl  Know  how  to  iveserrs 
greater  hamxHiy  with  the  agents  and  sabjecta  of  for- 
eign nations  "  and  announced  that  "  a  eummary  in- 
vestigation had  been  ordered  to  be  instituted,  which, 
by  putting  In'  Its  true  light  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gomes, 
would  VVly  to  him  the  punishment  he  deserved,  If 
he  dwala  prove  culpable,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who 
may  have  takra  any  part  in  the  sBUr  treated  upon," 
renewing  the  request  tint  Mr.  BIUb  would  tiien  give 
his  orders  for  the  witlidrawal  of  the  squadron  from 
before  Tampioo ;  iriildi  was  done,  and  the  ressels 
departed.  The  committee  would  be  pleased  if  they 
could  stop  here  in  the  narrative ;  but  they  are  com- 
pelled to  remark  that,  shorUy  afterwards,  the  indl- 
vidnal  whose  punishment  was  thus  promtoed,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  insult  to  the  American  flag,  was 
recalled  Into  service,  and  asrigned  to  a  command 
upon  the  coast,  where  his  hostile  feeling  might  again 
endanger  the  security  of  American  dtizens  or  prop- 
erty. 

The  effect  of  this  open  withdnwal  of  the  apolM? 
yielded  to  the  American  Government  was,  u  m%nt 
have  been  antidpated,  soon  made  to  appear  In  fresh 
oolrsgea  vpon  some  American  dtixens,  who  were 
entitled  to  have  been  treated  with  pecuhar  forbear- 
ance, not  only  becanse  they  were  in  the  employment 
of  the  American  Government,  but  because  they  con- 
stituted a  put  of  the  crew  of  one  of  the  national 
vessels,  whose  services  on  board  mif^t  have  been 
veiT  esBeotisl,  The  arrest  and  hnprisonment  of 
dghtof  theseamot  bclcmi^  to  tiw  slocqt  of  war 
Natdiex  will  not  now  be  made  the  subject  of  com- 
ment, ftirther  than  to  remark  that  the  prevention  of 
the  American  consul  from  vidting  them,  whilst  slt^ 
and  in  prison,  from  the  4th  to  the  19th  November, 
was  an  act  of  unpardonable  Inhumanity,  and  appears 
to  have  proceeded  ftwn  the  same  officer  whose  ficti- 
tious punishment,  but  real  promotion,  had  been  of- 
fered as  an  atonement  for  a  previoas  Insalt  to  tiw 
Ameiioan  fla|[. 
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Ltxricliw  througb  the  caUlogae  of  comphinta  which 
the  United  States  have  to  m«ke  igaitist  Mexico,  on 
tb^  own  account,  u  the  party  whose  dignity  and 
honor  are  assaile*!  the  conuoittee  are  unable  to  per- 
ceive any  proof  of  a.dettre  on  the  part  of  the  Keiu^ 
OoTanment  to  lep^  iigaqr  ot  aitiafj  bmor. 

The  merduut  veaaels  of  the  United  States  have 
been  fired  into,  her  citizens  attadted,  and  even  put 
to  death,  and  her  ships  of  war  treated  with  disrespect 
wlien  paying  a  friendly  visit  to  a  port  where  ^ey 
had  a  right  to  expect  hospitality.  It  was  the  inat- 
tenUon  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  complaints  of 
this  descripUon  that  appears  chiefly  to  have  induced 
the  return  of  the  late  chitgi  d'afl&ires ;  for  in  his  note 
of  December  the  7th  be  says:  "  If  those  [the  dalmsj 
that  m^t  be  presented  should  be  alt  acknowledged 
as  just,  yet  so  long  as  the  several  cases  of  onpro- 
Toked  and  inexctuablo  outrage  inflicted  on  the 
officers  and  flxg  of  his  country,  which  have  been 
heretofore  submitted  to  the  Mexican  Executive,  re< 
mained  unsatisfactorily  aDSwered,  he  would  have  but 
tme  oomae  to  pniBne." 

It  is  ponible  that  the  daims  for  private'  property, 
idiidi  wd  recently  been  presented  anew  to  Uieir  no- 
tice, may  have  attracted  the  serious  attention  of  thti 
Goveraroent ;  but  if  a  cordial  dispontion  was  felt  to 
adjust  them,  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  why  those  cases, 
There  a  decree  of  the  Mexican  authorities  had  been 
fiir  a  long  tioM  passed  for  their  payment,  and  a  par- 
tim  actually  paid,  were  not  fully  ntlafled.  The  eom- 
mittee  are  willing  to  hope,  however,  that  the  mani- 
feetation  of  serious  disoontent  on  the  part  of  the 
Cnited  States,  by  the  withdrawal  of  tbefr  official  rep- 
resentative,  will  induce  the  Mexican  Government  to 
engage  in  ^e  acUve  investigation  of  alt  the  grounds 
of  complaint  pressed  upon  them  for  many  yean 
past.  They  fully  concur  with  the  Fnaident,  that 
ample  caoqe  exists  for  taking  redress  into  our  own 
hands,  and  bdiero  that  we  ihoold  be  justified  in  the 
<^nion  of  other  nations  for  taking  su(»  a  step.  But 
they  are  willing  to  try  the  experiment  of  another  de- 
mand,  made  in  the  most  aoltmn  form,  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  the  Mexican  Qovemment.  before  any  furUier 
proceedings  are  adopted.  It  ia  their  opinion  that  a 
diplomatic  functionary  of  the  highest  grade  should 
be  an>ointed  to  bear  iUs  last  qtpeal,  whose  rank 
would  indicate  at  once  the  importance  of  his  mission, 
and  the  respect  in  which  the  Qovemment  to  whidi 
he  Is  accredited  ia  held;  for,  notwithstanding  the 
causeless  ill  feeling  whi^  appears  to  prevail  in  Mexi- 
co towards  the  Government  and  peofde  of  the  United 
States^  the  latter  will  cMituiiie  as  Icmg  aa  poaslUe  to 
treat  with  tespeet  tbdr  ancient  thongb  now  ea- 
tnnged  fiiaid.  Jn  condnidon,  ttte  oonunittee  le- 
specnuDy  submit  to  the  House  the  following  resoln- 
tions : 

JUaolved,  That  the  Indignities  offered  to  the 
American  flag,  and  injuries  committed  npon  the  per- 
Mas  and  property  of  American  citizens,  by  offloen 
of  the  Mexican  Govenunent,  and  the  reftisal  or  neg- 
lect of  that  GoTOiiment  to  make  suitable  atonement, 
would  justify  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  In 
taking  measures  to  obt^  Immediato  redress  by  the 
exercise  of  its  own  power. 

Jietolved,  That,  as  an  e^denco  of  the  deare  of  the 
American  Government  to  preserve  peaceful  relations 
with  the  Govenunent  of  Mexico,  as  long  as  the  same 
may  be  compatible  with  that  dgidty  wmdi  it  ia  doe 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  nnim- 

dredf  the  President  be,  and  he  la  herebj,  lespect- 
T  requested  to  make  anotiwr  Mdemn  demand,  in 


[H.  or  R. 

the  most  hnpreadve  form,  upon  the  Government  ot 
Mexico,  for  redress  of  the  grievances  which  have 
heretofore  been  Ineffectually  presented  to  its  notice. 

The  report  havlDg  been  read, 
The  condderatUm  of  it  was  postponed  to  the 
next  day. 

7%e  J)%$tr^utwn  Quatum—Dtpotit  with  the 
State*. 

Ur.  Bell  said  he  rose  for  the  pnrpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  members  to  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  Bntjject  tmder  conuderation, 
and  with  the  subject  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
expendttares  of  the  Government  gienerally^ 
which  he  tlionght  were  either  onknown  to 
many  honorable  members,  or,  if  known,  had 
not  received  that  attention  whidif  from  their 
extraordinary  nature,  tiiej  were  entitled  to 
receive  from  tlie  representatives  of  the  people 
and  the  gaardians  oi  the  public  interests. 

The  fact  that  the  permanent  expendttares  of 
the  Government  had  been  doubled  in  amount 
within  a  few  years  past  had  been  noticed  here- 
tofore. I  wish  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another  most 
improper  and  unprecedented  anomaly  in  the 
action  of  Congress  upon  the  sabject  of  the 
^propriatioQ  and  expenditore  of  the  public 
moneys.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
have  given  their  sanction  to  ^>propriaUons, 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  amounting 
to  upwards  <iS  thlrfy  millions,  if  I  have  not 
made  some  mistake  in  the  estimate  of  this 
amount.  Besides  these,  there  are  other  bills 
reported  by  the  standing  committees  of  the 
House,  which  will  swell  uiem  to  about  thirty- 
five  millions — an  amount  but  little  short  of  the 
appropriations  to  the  same  objects  made  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  Do  the  members  of 
this  House  know  what  proportion  of  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  remains  unexpended? 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  told  as  that  the  present 
bill  ^propriates  about  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  fortifications ;  and  that,  he  contends, 
on^t  to  he  voted,  becnnse  it  does  not  exceed 
the  usual  amount  annnally  appropriated  to  the 
same  objects.  Bir,  it  is  true  that  this  does  not 
exceed  the  amount  usually  appropriated,  but 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  omitted  to  inform 
US  that  there  was,  on  the  1st  of  January,  a 
balance  of  upwards  of  ux  hundred  thousand 
dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasury  of  the  appro* 
priattons  of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects, 
be^des  between  two  and  three  hundred  tbou- 
suid  in  tJie  hands  of  the  disbnrmng  officers  yet 
unexpended.  He  has  neglected  to  inform  us 
that,  in  ftct,  about  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  the  last  yearns  appropriations  to  forti- 
fications remdn  to  he  expended  dnring  the 
present  year ;  for  I  take  it  va  granted  that  the 
work  upon  the  fortifications  has  not  been  per- 
sisted in  to  any  great  extent  during  the  winter. 
Urns,  sir,  instead  of  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
applied  to  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
doling  the  {wesent  year,  we  propose  to  ipply 
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doable  that  amoont.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the 
present  high  prices  of  labor  and  materia  any 
thing  in  tne  great  demand  for  laborers  of  all 
kinds,  or  is  there  any  thing  in  the  present  pros- 
pect of  peace  with  all  nations,  which  calls  for 
this  naosnal  amonnt  to  be  applied  to  fortifica- 
tions? Are  we  not  pnsbing  these  works  too 
rapidly  to  admit  of  solid  constructions  t  Bat, 
nr,  (sud  Mr.  £.,)  I  do  not  attach  madi  import- 
ance to  tliis  view  of  the  sabject.  Not  only 
double,  but  treble  and  qnadmple  the  amonnt 
<tf  these  appropriations  can  be  expended  by  the 
Goremment,  u  it  la  foond  necessary  in  order 
to  increase  appropriations — If  we  ahall,  liy  oar 
impmdent  compliance  with  the  demand  of  the 
EzecDtive,  encourage  a  race  between  apprc^- 
ations  and  dlsbarsements — if  the  appropriations 
ore  to  be  increased  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste,  as 
much  83  this  House  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be 
found  willing  to  appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this 
.shall  be  the  measure  of  our  appropriations,  we 
need  not  care  how  large  they  are,  they  wiU  be 
expended. 

Mr.  GuiBBEUira,  In  answer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentlemaa  from  Tennessee,  QSx.  Bkll,) 
in  relation  to  excess  of  appn^rianons  in  the 
IVeaniiy,  s^d  he  had  only  to  remark  that  tiiere 
was  a  great  deal  of  deception  in  relation  to 
those  f^ropriations ;  because,  although  the 
^oney  was  in  the  Treasury,  in  most  cases  the 
works  for  which  it  was  appropriated  were 
already  nnder  contract.  The  Committee  of 
'Ways  and  Means  were  at  one  time  of  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  They, 
knowing  wat  there  were  large  amounts  of 
money  on  hand  in  the  Treasury,  made  inquiries 
at  the  proper  departments,  and  ascertained 
that,  although  there  was  a  surplus  on  hand 
at  present,  Tet  the  probability  was  that  the 
Impropriations  would  fall  short  during  the  ensu- 
inff  Tear. 

Mr.  0.  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  report 
from  the  engineer  deportment,  showing  the 
objects  for  which  the  anpropriations  were  re- 
quired, which  diowed  uiat  all  the  appropria- 
nons  proposed  in  the  bill  would  be  needed 
daring  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  'WiLLUUB,  of  North  Carolina,'  adrocated 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, on  the  ground  of  its  recognizing  a  system 
of  permanent  distribution,  from  which  he  (Mr. 
W.)  could  see  no  possible  evil  that  could  result. 

Mr.  Gablakd,  of  Virginia,  sud,  that  having 
Toted  for  the  aeporit  act  of  the  last  session, 
and  intending  to  vote  against  the  amendment 
propceed  by  the  gentloiun  from  Tennessee,  ho 
ibit  It  due  to  himself  briefly  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  vote  as  he  now  intended 
to  do.  He  said  that  he  felt  no  regret  for  the 
vote  which  he  gave  for  the  deposit  act  of  the 
last  session;  he  not  only  felt  no  rogret,  but 
was  well  satisfied  that  the  vote  was  right  and 

£ roper ;  such  a  one  as,  under  like  circumstances, 
e  would  give  agun.   'When  the  deposit  act 
passed,  there  was  a  large  aotnally  exlsang  sur- 


plus  in  the  Treasury,  which,  upon  every  rea- 
sonable data  of  calculation,  would,  by  the  close 
of  the  year,  amount  to  about  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  which  had  since  been  ascerUdned 
to  be  forty-two  millions.  Upon  every  reason- 
able basis  of  estimate,  the  accruing  revenue, 
down  to  the  year  1642,  would  be  equal  to,  and 
perhajH  more  than,  what  ought  to  be  the  actual 
wants  and  expenditures  of  the  Qovemment. 
In  this  state  m  things,  this  immense  amount  of 
revenue  weuld,  wltnoat  some  disporition  oS  it 
remun  nnemployed  in  the  hands  of  the  Fedenl 
Oovemment,  or  be  employed  by  the  depodt 
l>anks  for  their  individual  pn^t  He  said  he 
need  not  say  that  he  thoagut  it  too  dangerous 
to  permit  such  an  immense  amonnt  of  unappro- 
priated money  to  remain  for  so  long  a  time  hi 
the  hands  of  the  Government  unemployed  for 
any  public  purpose;  that  he  would  not  trust 
this  Government  with  such  immense  means  of 

Eatronage  and  corraption,  be  it  administered 
y  whom  it  might  There  is  nothing  so  dan- 
gerous in  its  employment,  or  corrupting  in  its 
use,  as  money;  and  be  did  not  r^ard  any 
Government  so  inflexible  in  its  virtne,  or  so  fior 
above  the  reach  <tf  temptation,  as  to  trust  it 
nnneoeasarily  with  means  of  so  extnuntUoary 
and  dangerous  temptation. 

Mr.  G.  sud  that  'when  he  voted  for  the  de> 
p<^it  act  of  the  last  session,  he  voted  for  it  as 
being,  what  it  professed  to  bei  a  mere  dep<»it 
act,  and  not  a  distribution  act  in  disguise,  as  it 
had  been  frequently  characterized ;  nor  did  be 
intend  to  adopt  the  principles  of  that  bill  as  a 
system ;  for  ijf  the  deposit  principle  is  to  be 
adopted  as  a  system,  he  would  prefer  the  con- 
stitutional principle  proposed  by  a  distinguished 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  more  just  and 
more  equal  in  its  iteration.  He  said  that  he 
was  utterly  and  entirely  opposed  to  the  distri- 
bution principle ;  it  was  corrupting  In  its  ope- 
rations and  dangerous  in  its  tendai(»esL 

If  the  system  be  adopted,  there  can  be  no 
doabt  that  tinder  our  indiroct  and  inddions 
system  of  taxation,  the  State  Governments 
would  ultimately  look  to  this  Government  for 
the  means  of  conducting  their  domestic  works 
and  sustaining  their  domestic  institutions;  that 
they  would  make  diligent  and  active  search  for 
every  possible  subject  of  expenditure,  until, 
finally,  the  people  and  the  State  Governments 
would  cease  to  watch  the  pecuniary  operations 
of  the  Federal  Government  witii  their  accus- 
tomed vigilance,  and  make  no  effort  to  arrest 
its  march  to  consolidtdionf  and,  flnally,  be  in- 
gulfed In  Its  corrupting  inflnenoe.  Thednnands 
of  the  States  would  be  met  by  ocnresponding 
taxation  here,  and  a  surplus  produced  for  the 
purpose  of  distribution.  He  regarded  this  sys- 
tem, as  many  distinguished  gentlemen  had  here- 
tofora  regarded  it,  the  most  dangerous  and 
corropting  which  oould  be  Incorporated  into 
our  legislation, 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  true  remedy  was  to 
reduce  the  taxation  of  the  people  to  the  wants 
(tf  the  Government,  and  Uie  wants    the  Gov- 
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emment  to  the  moet  eoontHnical  expenditure ; 
economy  and  simplicity  being  essential  to  pnri- 

and  parity  to  the  maintenance  of  republican 
institutions.  He  said,  Mr.  Ohurman,  we  mnst 
come  to  it ;  we  must  reduce  the  expenditnres 
of  this  GoTemment  and  the  taxes  of  toe  people ; 
this  they  will  c(»npel  you  to  do,  if  they  prop- 
erly regard  their  rights  and  their  liberties. 

Mr.  G.  stud  he  had  another  strong  o^eotion 
to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  &om  Tennessee,  (Ur.  Bsll.) 
it  was,  in  effect,  a  deposit  law,  sou^t  to  be 
ingrafted  upon  a  simple  appropriation  bill; 
embradng  sali^ecta  toiaUy  distmot  and  dis- 
^ilar  in  their  characters;  upon  the  aame 
principle,  a  tariff  or  any  other  inconf^oos  law 
might  be  ingrafted  upon  an  appropriation  bill, 
and  produce  the  greatest  confusion  apon  the 
statute  book.  He  thought  that  there  ought  to 
be  the  greatest  possible  system  and  oongmity 
attainable  in  the  framiiu;  of  our  laws.  If  be 
were  otherwise  &TorabIe  to  the  amendment, 
he  would  Dot  vote  for  its  adoption  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  bill. 

Mr.  UsDKEWooD  was  in  faTor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  jrom  Tennessee,  because 
the  object  of  it  was  to  send  the  money  back  to 
the  people,  instead  of  lueping  it  in  uie  Taults 
<xt  uie  depout  banka^  to  eimcJi  their  stock- 
faoldera,  audi  add  to  fhe  salary  of  their  agmt  at 
WashingtcHi,  He  went  on  to  point  out  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  depont  baoka, 
eq>eciaUy  in  the  State  of  New  York,  within 
the  last  year,  and  contended  those  bai^s  were 
selected,  and  favored,  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
administration  in  carrying  oot  its  political 
views.  He  then  contrasted  the  amount  of 
public  money  on  deposit  in  the  banks  in  New 
Yor^  Philad^phia,  Baltimore,  Cincionati,  and 
Michigan,  and  attributed  this  difference  more 
to  the  &ot  that  some  of  tibose  banks  paid  a 
oontribotiiHi  to  an  agent  at  Washington,  and 
some  did  not,  than  to  any  thing  else ;  and  in- 
variably, said  he,  those  banks  who  pay  a  good 
som  to  an  ^nt  get  the  largest  amoont  of 
detKmt  He  feared  there  was  some  improper 
influence  at  work  in  the  selec^on  of  these 
banks,  and  therefore  he  wished  Uie  source  cS 
oorropUon  to  be  removed ;  and  he  considered 
this  proportion  as  the  lieat  means  of  removing 

Mr.  Mans  snbmitted  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  that  the  deposit  should 
be  in  proportion  to  t^e  ratio  of  representation 
in  the  House  of  BepresentativeB  <a  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  M.  aaked,  where  was  the  neeeirity  of  the 
ropositiim  of  die  gentleman  from  Tennessee? 
h  nad  the  gentleman  any  data  upon  which  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  m<mey  to  be  appro- 
priated under  that  proposition?  And  could 
they  adopt  it  .vithont  mat?  The  gentleman 
should  have  done  what  was  done  by  an  honor- 
able Senator — ^introduced  it  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session;  for  this  amendment  and  t^ 
bill  wwo  identioal.  11^  howerer,  it  ahoold  oe 
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adopted,  Mr.  M.  had  prepared  his  amendment 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  one  of  the  greatest 
constitutional  outrages  that  had  ever  taken  place 
since  the  formation  of  this  Government — ^in- 
direotiy  done,  to  be  sure,  but  not  the  less  griev- 
ous. By  the  distribution  law — ^for  he  would 
call  it  by  Its  right  name,  it  was  ^'  distribution," 
though  a  mentel  reservation  had  been  made  by 
the  Qse  of  the  word  "deposit" — the  people 
of  the  larae  States  had  been  sacrificed  to  the 
interest  of  those  of  the  small  States.  He  was 
opposed  to  distribution  in  any  way  whatever ; 
and,  even  if  fala  amendment  ahoiud  be  tncor- 
porated  in  the  provfeion  under  consideration, 
it  would  still  be  open  to  all  his  olijjections, 
though  it  would  render  it  less  unjust  in  ita 
operation.  He  expressed  his  surprise  at  sudi 
a  measure  coming  from  the  quarter  it  did. 
What  had  become  of  the  once  cherished  State- 
right  doctrines  ?  Where  the  doctrine  of  a  strict 
oonstmotion  of  the  constitution  ?  Was  it  the 
design  to  continne  the  present  oppressive  sys- 
tem of  taxation,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
large  amounts  of  money  from  the  people,  to 
distribute  it  back  in  an  unequal  ratio,  with  the 
loss  to  the  whole  people  of  the  enormous 
exprases  of  odllectton?  He  entered  his  solemn 
protest  against  the  whole  principle. 

Mr.  GiBOON  Lee  said :  Ur.Ohairman,  I  rarely 
g^ve  reasons  for  my  Tote.  I  shall,  however; 
vote  ag^nst  this  amendment,  on  the  n'oand  I 
voted  against  the  distribution  law  of  Jnne ;  it 
is  the  same  thing ;  my  views  are  unchanged. 
I  vote  agunst  it,  because  it  leads  to  the  collec- 
tion of  money  which  the  owners  had  better 
keep  t^on  the  Government ;  because  it  levies 
money  for  a  purpose  which  the  constitution 
does  not  warrant ;  because  it  corrupts  our  elec- 
tion; because  members  of  Congress  will  be 
chosen  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  will  pledge  themselves  to  draw  from  the 
federal  coffers,  and  jplant  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts— know  the  foot,  that  electioneeri^  on 
this  prinoi|de  is  now  in  process;  beoaose  I  be- 
lieve that,  sooner  or  later,  the  mevltahle  efibot 
will  be  to  vote  as  little  as  posBahle  for  federal 
purposes:  to  withhold  from  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  fortifioations,  the  proper  necessary 
appropriations,  and,  finally,  render  the  Federal 
Government  a  mere  rope  of  sand. 

Mr.  Thohpson,  of  South  Carolina,  conld  see 
no  reason  why,  if  this  measure  was  wise  and 
proper  at  the  last  sesuon,  it  is  not  so  now, 
except  that  the  Execative  has  since  openly 
taken  ground  against  It — a  very  su£9cient  reason 
to  some  gentlemen.  He  was  sure  that  it  was 
not  so  wiui  bis  friend  from  Vii;^ma,  (Mr.  Gah- 
LAKD.)  If  five  millions  was  the  sum  proper  to 
be  left  in  the  Treasnrylast  year,  what  reason  is 
there  to  require  more  now?  H  there  Is  no 
surplus,  there  will  be  no  distribution.  Mr.  T. 
sua  that  of  all  hnmbuggery,  in  this  age  of 
humbugs,  the  greatest  was  that  this  measnre 
would  corrupt  the  States.  What  do  gentlemen 
mean  when  they  talk  of  oormpting  wat  incor- 
pweal  ttiin^  a  State  >  They  mnst  mean,  if 
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indeed  they  mean  any  thing,  that  it  will  oorrupt 
the  people  I  This  moaej  ia  retaned  to  the 
Stat^  who  have  an  nnreBtrioted  oontrol  ct  it 
Has  Uky  one  ever  Iwoabhed  the  Idea  of  the 
SfaatM  oorropting  their  own  people  9  How 
oormpt  them-l  By  appropriating  thia  money 
to  the  beneficent  pnrpoaes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  ednoation  ?  Would  that  more  of  the 
Statea  were  thus  oornipted.  The  diatribntion 
must  he  eqnal,  and  fixed  by  ponitive  law.  There 
will  he  no  discretion — no  power  of  diacrimina- 
tion— no  power  of  grantiiig  favors.  Where 
that  is  the  caae,  there  can  be  no  power  of 
patronage.  The  money  mnst  be  distribnted,  or 
left  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  distribnted  by  the 
Secretary,  at  his  good  will  and  pleasure. 

Hr.  GsABT  waa  opposed  to  the  pn^xMitifHi 
<tf  the  gentlemaa  firom  TenneBBee,  (Mr.  Bell,) 
and  to  the  amendment  d  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York,  QSx.  Mans,)  On  no  acoonnt  coold 
he  be  induced  to  Tote  for  a  diatribafion  of  the 
surplus,  on  the  basis  advocated  hr  either  of 
those  graitlnnen.  The  bill  of  the  last  session, 
called  a  depoat  bill,  but  in  &ct  a  bill  of  distri- 
bation,  was  a  bill  of  abominations.  It  distrib- 
uted the  pablio  money  unequally,  unjustly. 
That  money  had  been  collected  frcnn  the  people 
of  every  section  of  the  Union.  It  was  pud 
into  the  Treasury  by  them,  not  in  the  propor- 
tion to  their  req>ective  representationa  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  nor  in 
the  m^Knrtionto  their  reroective  reinreaait^ion 
in  we  House  alone,  but  in  a  proportion  alto* 

Sther  at  vaiianoe  with  «tiier.  It  bad  been 
awn  from  the  people  of  the  old  States  and 
the  new,  and  not  of  the  States  only,  but  also 
of  the  Territories,  and  in  proportion  to  tli«r 
populatioa  at  the  present  time.  To  distribnte 
u,  yon  went  back  to  the  eauna,  taken  nz  years 
ago ;  thus  giving  money  to  the  people  of  the 
old  States  which  you  had  taken  from  the  people 
of  the  new  States.  By  that  act,  the  people 
whom  he  had  to  represent  were  deprived  of  a 
large  sum  of  mon^  which  had  been  pillaged 
from  them  when  they  were  unrepresented  upon 
that  floor ;  when  they  were  denied  a  voice  in 
t^e  natiMial  oonnoila.  Too  propose  now  to  re- 
enact  the  same  scene  of  iqjostioe.  He  could 
not  oonaent  to  It  If  there  was  to  be  another 
diatribntion,  thwe  ihonld  be  another  ceosos, 
and  that  oensns  should  form  the  boids  of  the 
distribntkm.  Jn  that  way  alone  the  anrplns  in 
your  Treasury  would  be  returned  to  those  who 
had  it  there.  In  that  way  alone  could 
Justice  be  done  to  the  people  of  his  own  State, 
to  the  people  of  the  whole  Western  country. 

Mr.  KoBEBTsoH  was,  in  general,  much  ' op- 
posed to  the  addition  of  new  clauses  to  an  appro- 
priation bill,  after  it  had  been  matured  by  the 

Zper  committee,  particularly  such  as  intro- 
ed  matters  unconnected  with  the  main 
olgectB  of  the  biU.  Thia  mode  of  le^fislation 
ofbBn  left  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  a  questaon- 
aUe  or  improper  prindple,  or  r^eot  a^c^ria- 
ticniB  easmtial  to  the  paUio  aervioei  Bnt,  in 
the  preaent  initanoe^  tie  ahonld  oTeroome  hia 


[FBBBDA3IT,  1887. 

repuenance,  and  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  frcmt  Tennessee,  Qfr. 
Biix.)  That  amendment,  it  was  true,  inTcuved 
a  Tery  inmcntaut  pindple ;  bot  it  had  nndm^ 
gone  a  ful  disonssion ;  mdeed,  it  had  ooenided 
the  attention  of  tiie  country  for  years  past,  and 
had  received  the  deliberate  consideration  and 
sanction  of  Owgresa  at  the  last  session.  He 
presumed,  therefore,  that  every  gwtleinan  was 
prepared  to  vote  upon  it 

Mr.  BomjDiN  said :  To  reduce  the  income  to 
the  wants  of  Government,  and  to  reduce  the 
tari£f  for  that  purpose,  had  been  strongly  rc  - 
commended  by  the  Executive.  It  was  generally 
expected,  on  all  hands,  that  it  would  be  cut 
down  in  some  d^ree.  It  was,  however,  then 
thought  entirely  too  lato  in  the  session,  and  it 
waa  nniv>M8ally  said  that,  at  the  eommeneamait 
of  titis  season,  we  should  comnwnoe  1^  irmk 
of  rednetion  of  the  tariff  and  of  the  rerenne. 
This  was  early  proposed  at  the  present  sesrion. 
Mr.  B.  had  strong  htmes  and  some  fears  on  the 
subject,  but  voted  to  lay  his  colleague's  resolu- 
tion (Mr.  Mebokb's)  on  the  table.  This  resolu- 
tion sought  to  reUnquish,  on  the  part  <^  the 
Federal  Qovemmeut,  all  daim  to  the  money 
deposited  by  it  with  the  States.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  know  what  effect  this  measure  might  have 
had  on  the  reduction  of  the  tariff^or  on  reduo- 
tion  generally  of  the  revenue.  The  very  able 
report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Meana^ 
the  chwrman  of  which  Hr.  B.  knew  to  be  pro- 
fessedly, and  did  and  does  now  believe  to  be 
^noerely,  opposed  to  the  protecting-dnty  as- 
tern, seemed  to  brighten  the  prospect  for  redno- 
tion,  whidi  was  chewing  to  Mr.  B.  and  to  the 
oountiy. 

But  now,  dr,  (said  Hi.  B.,)  we  are  again  at 
the  very  erumbliug  brink  of  the  grave  of  an- 
other session,  and  nothing  is  done.  As  to  the 
report  of  the  Senate,  it  promised  littie  ot 
nothing ;  what  it  would  perfonu  of  that  littie 
he  did  not  know.  Between  letting  the  money 
stay  here,  and  the  deposit  bill  as  it  was  when 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  finally  passed — a 
sad  alteniative—Mr.  B.  was  in  doubt  Mr.  B. 
has  none  now ;  with  his  loss  oi  hope  o£  reduc- 
ing the  tariff  and  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
econon^  In  the  administratiim  of  our  afiUrs,  his 
doubts  have  vanished.  It  is  true  that  the 
present  Executive  has  recommended  it,  and  the 
President  dect  has  already,  when  questioned, 
declared  his  opinion  to  the  same  effect  Btili 
(Bud  Mr.  B.)  my  hopes  are  gone.  When  I  see 
the  system  of  partly  selling,  but  principally 
giving  away,  the  public  lands,  playing  into  the 
bands  of  the  tariff  system— protective  system ; 
and  when  I  know  tluit  these  are  the  only  means 
of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  revenue  on  the 
imposts  and  lands,  unless  we  resort  to  direct 
taxation,  I  despair.  They  are  the  arbiters  of 
our  fate,  and  they  are  in  the  hands  <tf  those 
who  are  agreed  to  take  chre  of  those  two  qrs- 
tems,  whatever  may  become  of  us.  Sir,  (re- 
peated he,)  I  despair.  The  Exeentive  can  do 
nofiiing  fov  na,  let  Idm  try  ever  so  hard. 
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This  sjBtem  of  one-ten^  port  Belling,  and 
the  otiier  nine  parts  |;iTing  the  pablio  lands, 
has  a  force  and  operation  in  it  that  has  wholl;f 
escaped  me  heretofore.  I  know  that,  last 
seBsioD,  there  was  somethiiw  about  the  biuiness 
that  I  coald  not  see  throogn.  Whether  it  was 
want  of  Tision  in  me,  or  whether  the  whole 
snbjeot  was  a  muddy  stream,  impenetrable  to 
the  human  eye,  I  did  not  know.  Bnt,  thoagh 
mnddy  then,  it  is  now  as  clear  to  me  as  the 
moontain  limestone  water — the  pure  limpid 
feontain,  transparent  as  the  air. 

It  la  no  longer  a  muddy  pool  to  me.  Ko, 
rir,  I  can  now  see  a  pin^s  head  and  point  in  ten 
ftet  water.  I  now  see  we  shall  not  get  the 
tariff  down,  wa  shall  not  materially  reduce  the 
revenue.  I  am  willing  (said  Kr.  B.)  to  let  the 
compromise  part  of  the  tariff  stand.  I  am 
willmg  to  take  off  all  the  impost  duties ;  I  am 
willing  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  pablio  lands ;  I 
am  wiUug  all  or  any  part  of  these  things  to 
bring  down  the  revenae,  hnt  come  down  it 
must  for  me.  I  am  willing  to  saspend  all  the 
rales,  and  set  out  this  minnte  and  spend  all  the 
balance  of  the  Ume  we  have  in  doing  it  in  a 
manner  the  best  for  all  oonoemed.  But  it  must 
come  down,  and  that  immediately,  (said  Mr. 
B.,)  or  I  will  vote  to  send  any  part,  or  all,  back 
to  the  people.  If  I  cannot  get  all,  I  wUl  send 
what  I  can  get.  I  will  put  it  into  the  right 
pooketa  in  every  inatance,  if  I  can ;  I  will  come 
as  near  as  I  can. 

Mrr  B.  said  he  know  it  was  unconstitutional 
thoB  to  take  it  from  the  people  in  this  wio', 
and  would  be  so  to  do  the  like  again,  and  so  it 
would  be  to  keep  it ;  and  so  long  as  we  thns 
continue  to  take,  I  will  continue  to  give  back ; 
and  if  I  cannot  do  it  unconditionally,  I  will 
lend  it,  deposit'  it.  Strange  thing,  this — take 
the  peoide*s  money  away  from  them,  and  then 
lend  it  to  them.  Bat  if  I  can  do  no  better,  I 
nHutdothat. 

Ur.  JjkSM  said:  The  pn^toeition  now  to  be 
detomined,  and  the  only  tmo  in  order  for 
debate,  is  to  distribnte  the  Bmrplos  revenue 
among  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the 
representation  in  t^is  branch  of  Oongress — to 
diBtrfbote,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  became  no  we  be- 
lieved a  cent  of  it  will  ever  be  called  for,  or 
returned  by  tho  Btatea. 

The  money  proposed  to  he  divided  has  been 
collected,  not  from  the  old  States,  not  sgree- 
ably  to  the  representation  in  this  House,  but 
from  the  whole  people ;  and,  whether  regarded 
as  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  pnblic  lands  or 
upon  duties  upon  merchandise,  it  has  been  paid 
Boocnding  to  pt^nlalion,  not  rc^jrosentation,  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  amount  pidd  for  land 
and  the  otmsomption  of  imoortod  articles. 
Thai  if  any  ^Sj[»roportion  in  tne  oolleotion  of 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  returned  to  the 
people  exists,  it  is  because  the  people  of  the 
new  States  have  purchased  more  of  the  pnblio 
luids  than  those  of  the  old. 

what  has  prodnoed  such  an  extraordinary 
ehange  In  th«  (^inkiM  of  honnrabla  numb&st 
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A  few  years  since  it  was  proposed  to  divide 
among  the  States  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  pnblio  lands,  by  the  land  bill, 
originating  with  a  distinguished  Senator  in 
another  part  of  this  House.  It  passed  the 
Senate  and  this  House  by  an  overwhelming 
minority.  By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  each 
of  the  new  States  in  which  the  public  lands 
were  located  received  large  donations  of  land, 
and  twelve  und  a  half  per  cent  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  within  the  State ;  and 
the  balance  was  ^vided  equally  among  the 
States,  based  upon  the  omsQS  of  1880,  which 
is  the  basis  of  the  present  proposition.  Thii 
was  intended  to  make  up  In  some  degree  for 
the  increased  and  inereasuig  p<^ulation  oi  the 
new  over  the  old  States. 

In  this  there  was  something  generons,  mag- 
nanimous, on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  the 
bill,  towards  the  people  of  the  new  States, 
compared  with  the  present  proposition.  The 
same  geotiemen  in  this  House  who  were  the 
advocates  of  that  bill  are  now  the  advooates 
of  this  proposition.  Are  honorable  gentlem«i 
prepared  to  give  the  reason  and  the  cause  for 
such  a  sadden  change  having  passed  over  the 
vision  of  th^  pc^tteal  dreams  ?  Is  it  to  be 
found  in  the  action  of  the  people  of  the  new 
States,  in  relation  to  recent  and  former  eleo- 
tions  of  an  important  character  t  Surety  not; 
no  gentieman  will  admit  tills,  though  any  one 
womd  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any  other  reason  for 
such  a  chan^. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  genUeman  from  Kentucky 
QSi.  Undsbwood)  had,  with  an  ^  of  confi- 
dence, ^ven  the  committee  his  reasons  for 
snpportmg  the  proposition :  that  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  deposit  banks  increased  the 
executive  inflnenoe  of  the  General  Qovemm^t ; 
that  it  was  not  only  improperly  deposited,  but 
used  for  political  purposes  to  inflnenoe  publio 
o^nion ;  that  his  luHunrable  Mend  desind  its 
removal  from  the  pet  banks,  (as  he  is  pleased  to 
call  them,)  because  these  hanks,  or  those  who 
manage  them,  are  UkefUendaof  tiie  adminlstr^ 
tion,  and  use  tiie  money  for  thdr  own  benefit. 

iir.  L.  s^d  he  w«s  equally  dedrons  for  the 
removal  of  the  money  w  the  people  from  the 
pooncoaion  and  control  of  the  banks,  because 
they  are,  so  far  as  his  part  of  the  oountiy  is 
oonoemed,  most  deddedly  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration and  all  those  who  sustain  it ;  that 
they  nse  the  power  that  the  publio  deposits  give 
^em  for  political  purposes,  and  not  for  the 
public  good ;  not  to  accommodate  the  people, 
whose  money  it  is,  but  to  advance  the  interest 
the  ftvored  fow ;  in  shorty  to,  shave  and 
on>resB  the  pec^e  with  the  mtmey  of  the 
people. 

Bir^  (said  Mr.  L.,)  if  the  people  of  the  Ststea 
of  this  Union  are  inoorrnptible,  he  would  like 
to  have  the  gentieman  inform  the  committee 
who  it  is  he  apprehends  would  be  corrupted  by 
the  Executive  of  the  Federal  Government.  To 
conclude,  yii.  L  said  he  had  too  mooh  oonft- 
denoe  in  the  Jntiee  of  the  meinbets  of  the 
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committee  to  snppose  thej  trotild  for  a  moment 
entertatn  RDch  s  propomtion.  He  wonld,  there- 
fore, not  detain  the  committee  at  so  late  an 
hoar. 

Mr.  CAHBHKLBKa  obtained  the  floor,  and  said 
he  would  willingly  wtuTe  all  opportunity  to 
speak,  bnt  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  com- 
mittee to  take  the  qnesticai. 

The  amendment  of  Ur.  Umr  was  then  re- 
jected, witbont  a  divi^on. 

The  qnestitm  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bbll 
was  taken  hj  tellers,  and  also  disagreed  to— 
jeaa  71,  nays  75.  i 


Satuboat,  Febmaiy  26. 

UhiUd  States  Hank. 

Mr.  Qalbraitr,  from  the  Select  Oommittee 
upon  the  subject  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
reported  the  following  joint  r^Intion ; 

litsoleed  hv  the  Bmat«  and  Hcmt  of  Sepraenia- 
fiwa  vf  the  VnUtd  BttOet  of  Atruriea  in  Oongnu 
amtiwedj  nat  imtU  the  notes  of  tbs  kte  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  have  been  retnrBed 
tinea  the  8d  day  of  March  last,  redeemed  from  the 
flmds  of  the  sidd  bank,  sbRll  oeaee  to  be  rtissaed  by 
Its  officers,  directors,  trustee  or  tnistees,  and  until 
the  anuHUtt  due  to  the  Goreminent  from  said  book 
shall  be  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury^  the  notes  of  said  bank,  and  the  notes 
of  any  bank  to  wliiah  itsfimds  and  estate  maybe 
transfernd  in  trost  for  the  payment  of  its  debts  and 
d)8(^barge  of  its  obHgstions,  shall  not  be  receired  in 

eiyment  of  any  debts  due  to  the  Goveniment  of  the 
nited  States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or  deposit  in 
any  of  &e  bonks  selected  as  depositories  of  the  pub- 
He  money ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaswy  is  here- 
by drerted  to  adopt  such  measores  as  be  may  deem 
neoeswry  to  earry  this  prorlrion  Into  eflbct 

Dittribuiion  Qu^ion--J)^ont  with  the  Statet. 

Vx.  Bill  then  renewed  his  amendment, 
olbredlart«Tening  to  the  bill,  as  follows:  That 
^e  money  which  shonld  be  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1888, 
reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollu*s, 
riiould  be  deposited  with  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  ISth,  14th,  and  IStb  sections 
the  '*aot  to  regnlate  the  deposit  of  tiie 
public  moneys,"  approved  28d  of  Jnne,  1886. 

Mr.  Gratbs  addressed  the  House  in  ftvor  of 
tike  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbthoum,  of  UlinoiB,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
this  proportion  Btanding  pre-eminently  abo-^ 
the  necMBity  of  argument  to  sustain  it,  I  wiU 
eoDsidcr  some  of  the  otjections  whioh  are 
UKed  against  it.  It  is  contrary  to  the  mles  of 
this  Botise  to  oonsider  arguments  which  have 
been  made  in  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 
Although  these  arguments  were  used  with  no 
powerful  effect  in  the  oommittee  last  night,  yet 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  speak  of  them  in  tiiis 
Bouse.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  like  many 
other  roles,  positivdy  agi^iut  common  sense, 
and  against  the  advancement  of  the  pnbUo 
tnuinesa.  The  members  composing  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole  are  the  same  who  ooosti- 
tnte  this  House,  nave  the  same  faculties  and 
reasonhag  powers  in  one  case  as  in  the  other, 
and,  I  presume,  have  the  same  sentiments  con- 
cerning this  proportion  in  this  House  at  this 
time  as  they  enreesed  last  night  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wh<de;  yet  we  cannot  combat 
these  ai^nmaitB  bere^  and  show  their  fallacy. 
The  general  and  commonplace  objection  ia, 
that  uiere  will  be  no  sorplas  revenue  in  the 
Treasury  to  distribute.  This  argument  was 
suggested  to  me  by  my  friends  who  sit  near 
me  before  I  had  the  honor  to  address  the 
Ohair.  It  is  to  my  mind  an  objection  that  is 
not  even  blessed  with  a  relationship  to  good 
sense.  It  is  sn  orphan  in  the  world,  without  a 
godfather.  Most  objections,  even  if  they  are 
without  foundation^  can  employ  some  sort  of 
arguments  to  sustain  them ;  bnt  it  is  not  the 
case  witii  the  one  before  us.  Even  the  simplest 
statement  of  the  case  ought  to  put  it  to  rest 
fomrer ;  that,  if  no  surplus,  no  distribution. 
If  there  la  no  aniplus  rerarae,  the  act  of  Oo&- 
gress  will  remain  a  dead  letter  in  our  statute 
books,  and  will  be,  in  that  respect,  similar  to  a 
thousand  other  inoperative  paragra|diB  in  these 
books.  I  cannot  see  why  a  provision  cannot 
be  enacted,  to  be  perpetual,  and  lasting  forever, 
in  relation  to  this  policy.  If  it  be  ri^t  in  one 
year,  it  will  be  proper  and  right  at  any  other 
and  at  all  other  times.  It  would  be  a  ringular 
provision  for  a  miller  to  have  a  wastegate  to 
let  the  surplus  water  off  his  mill-dam  for  one 
year  alone,  and  let  the  accumulation  of  water 
at  other  times  break  his  dam.  This  may  he 
considered  a  very  humble  comparison ;  but  it 
is  one  known  to  everybody,  and-  is,  in  my 
opinion,  applicable  to  the  case  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Spefiker,  another  objection  urged  against 
this  measure  is,  that  the  proposition  is  not  at- 
tached to  its  "  yokefellow the  amendment  is 
not  made  to  a  proper  and  appropriate  bill.  I 
would  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the  members, 
who  are  now  honoring  me  so  mnch  with  their 
attention  on  this  occasion,  if  it  be  not  a  singular 
time  now,  at  the  close  of  a  short  session,  to 
make  this  objection.  If  we  had  time  to  devote 
to  etiquette,  and  nice  and  strict  ceremony,  then 
the  argument  might  be  considered.  These 
teeuncl/am  artem  gentiemen  must  liave  more 
time  tiian  we  now  have,  to  urge  these  oljeo- 
tiona  wiUi  any  hopes  of  success.  I  am  not  at  all 
acquainted  with  nice  dandyism ;  but  I  am  told, 
by  tltetr  rules  and  regulations,  a  person  is  Hie 
most  genteel  to  wear  a  suit  of  clothes  all  of  the 
same  color;  yet  I  see  around  me  gentlem«i 
clad  in  difl^erent  colors,  and  stitl  appear  to  a 
great  advantage.  So  it  will  be  with  the  amend- 
ment  to  the  bill  before  the  House.  The  pr<^ 
officers  of  the  Oovemment  will  both  find  It  and 
execute  it,  if  we  pass  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  is,  that  it  is 
improper,  and  even  some  say  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional, to  raise  a  surplus  fund  for  distrilmtion. 
It  would  be  eztremdy  unwise  to  collect  money 
ana  dlstrtbnte  it  to  the  people  again.  I  have 
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no  hesitation  in  saring  that  sach  an  idea  never 
once  mterod  the  heads  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitution.  It  would  be  not  only  unwise,  but 
abaord,  to  suppose  the  people  would  permit 
such  an  idle  ceremony  to  go  on,  without  either 
honor  or  pr^t  to  themselves.  Tliis  propou- 
tion  does  not  impose  the  necessity  on  Congress 
to  raise  a  revenae  to  distribute  it.  It  only  pro- 
Tides,  if  there  exist  a  snrplns  in  the  Tr^ory 
OD  the  1st  of  Jannary,  1886,  then,  and  in  that 
•vent,  to  distribate  it  among  the  States  in  the 
proportion  mentioiied  in  tbe  amendment  8nch 
Bur^ns  existjng  in  the  Treasnry,  is  a  misfbr- 
tnne ;  but  it  is  <»ie  from  which  we  can  be  re- 
lieved with  the  greatest  ease.  In  Gtovommrats, 
as  in  other  things,  we  cannot  expect  perfec- 
tion. The  ol^jeot  of  Oovemmwt,  in  this  re- 
spect, is  to  raise  a  revenue  proportionate  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government ;  but  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  human  mind,  it  is  not  in  the  com- 
pass of  human  wisdom,  on  all  occasions,  to 
make  the  revenue  correspond  with  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  Government.  The  means  by 
which  we  rdse  our  revenue  are  snoh  that  we 
cannot  e^>eet  to  make  the  <nw  eqnal  to  the 
other  on  all  occasions.  When  we  have  not 
monph  revenue,  we  borrow  to  make  up  the 
deficit.  Wlien  we  have  too  much,  why  not 
send  it  back  to  the  people  in  their  State  Legb- 
latmreft? 

I  have,  on  all  oceatious,  voted  for  every 
proposition  to  reduce  the  tariff  duties,  and  to 
abndge  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands  in  such 
manner  as  for  the  revenue  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  Government.  I  think  Congress  has  the 
power  to  remodel  what  is  called  "  the  compro- 
mise act,"  .  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  should 
be  confined  to  actual  settlers,  and  that  at  re- 
duced prices,  for  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  a  number  of  years.  If  this  course 
had  been  pmmied,  and  tiie  proper  rediutiou 
made,  we  would  have  had  no  trouble  on  tbe 
subject  of  tiie  snrplns  revmne.  I  m^e  no 
chaises  og^nst  the  chairman  of  the  committees 
having  these  subjects  in  their  charge,  of  neg- 
lecting their  duties ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  bo»i 
the  subjects  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  and 
the  redaction  of  the  tariff  duties  might  not  have 
been  acted  on  at  the  present  session.  I  was 
at  all  times  ready  to  act  on  them,  with  or  with- 
out ^>eeches. 

It  18  agreed  on  all  sides  that  money  is  a  don- 
flerous  neighbor,  and  has  a  corrupting  influence. 
It  is  like  Satan  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Gentie- 
men  who  contend  agamst  this  amendment  say 
that  this  mon^  will  cormpt  and  iqjore  the 
peofde  and  their  State  Legislatures  1^  distribn- 
ting  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  discover  the  force  of 
tite'  argument  that  indnces  them  to  arrive  at 
this  conclusion.  It  may  impose  on  the  State 
Le^pslatures  more  business  and  responsibilities 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties ;  but  it  cannot 
have  a  necessary  tendency  to  oormpt  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  this  proposition  be  r^eeted,  and  the  miBUiy 


deposited  in  the  net  banks,  what  will  be  the 
consequences  I  Tnere  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
more  danger  of  corruption  in  the  latter  ease 
than  in  the  former.  These  banks  are  private 
corporations,  and  responsible  to  nobody,  furtiker 
than  they  are  bound  by  dollars  and  cents. 
They  have  the  power,  and  will  act  to  the 
best  advantage  to  make  money,  and  to  retain 
tbe  money  that  may  be  deposited  with  them. 
They  are  sharp  and  shaving  and  skinning  is 
their  operations,  and  will  move  in  TB17  aonte 
angles  to  make  mon^. 

Etsnino  Ssssioir. 
The  House  met  at  half>past  four  o'clock. 
The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bell,  koA 
which  was  under  discussion  when  the  House 
took  a  recess.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MiuMnB,  been 
read, 

The  qnestion  then  recurred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  11^  nays 
92. 

60  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  via 

adopted. 

Mr.  Manit,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"States"  the  following:  "In  prcn>ortion  to  the 
ratio  of  the  representatl<m  of  suoh  States  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  al 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  M.  wished  merely  to  say  that,  in  offering 
this  amendment,  he  asked  for  nothing  more  than 
the  vote  of  the  House  besides  the  principle  con- 
tained in  it,  which  presented  the  question 
whether  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  were  to  be  adhered  to  or 
not 

Mr.  Yell  said:  I  voted,  Mr.  Speaker,  against 
tiie  ammdment  proposed  by  the  gentfeman 
flwn  Tennessee^  mi.  Bell,)  beoause  1  am  (tf 

opinion  that  this  rail,  if  passed,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  President,  (and  I  trust  that  it  never  will 
receive  tiie  countenance  of  that  distinguished 
man  uid  illustrious  statesman,)  will  at  once  es- 
tablish a  system  demoralizing  and  oormptlng  in 
its  inflnences,  and  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  render  them  de- 

? indent  suppliants  on  the  General  Govranment. 
he  p  ower  and  patronage  of  this  Government 
should  not  thus  be  perverted  for  the  base  purpose 
of  degrading  and  withering  the  indepenaenoe  of 
the  States;  that  glorious  independence,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which,  sneer  at  it  as  gentiemen  may 
who  wme  fVom  partkular  sections  of  the  Union 
— sections,  sir,  where  aristocracy  is  getting  the 
mastery  of  our  democratic  and  federative  prin- 
ciples— most  be  the  last  bulwark  of  Uber^. 
But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure  on  otiiw 
and  not  less  tangible  grounds.  Sir,  I  behold  in 
this  plan  of  distribution,  what  every  enlighten- 
ed mind  can  readily  discover,  a  deep  and  a 
matured  plan,  ooncdved  and  nurtured  "by  the 
Ugh  tariff  party,  to  continue  and  consolidate 
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their  odious  scheme  of  ii^tistice  and  oppression. 
And,  itrange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  now  advo- 
cated,  and  probably  will  receive  the  votes  of 
gentlemen,  m>m  the  Middle  and  Southern  States, 
once  the  aneompromising  opponents  of  the 
teriff  princdpl&  bnt  vho  noxr  are  ready  to  ftU 
at  the  foot  of  Baal,  and  sacrifice  former  ptind- 
ples  and  profesrions  for  the  pnipose  of  filling 
their  State  treamrlos  at  the  enense  d  the  peo- 
ple— by  recognizing  and  establishing  a  system 
of  taxation  as  oppressive  as  it  is  nnconstitation- 
aL  And,  sir,  the  brave  and  hardy  people  of  the 
young  and  vigorous  State  which  I  nave  the 
honor  to  represent,  are  called  on  to  subscribe  to 
neh  heresies  and  denationalizing  dogmas.  The 
man  who  expects  any  thing  of  the  kind  from  the 
people -of  Arkansas  knows  but  little  of  their 
character ;  or,  knowing  it,  would  basely  misrep- 
resent them,  and  how  at  the  teonple  of  Mam- 
mon. 

This  measure  of  distribntion,  rinee  it  has 
been  a  hobby  horse  for  gentlemen  to  ride  on, 
haa  presented  an  anomalous  spectacle.  The 
time  yet  belongs  to  the  history  of  this  Congress, 
when  honorable  gentlemen  from  the  South  and 
the  'VTest  were  daily  found  arraying  themselves 
against  every  species  of  unnecessary  taxation, 
boldly  avowing  that  they  were  opposed  to  any 
and  all  tariff  systems  which  would  yield  a  rev- 
enae  beyond  the  actual  wants  and  demands  of 
the  Government.  Snch  was  their  language  but 
a  few  weeks  or  months  ago ;  and,  in  proclaim- 
ing it,  they  fitru^led  hard  to  excel  each  other 
in  zeal  and  violence.  And  now,  sir,  what  is 
the  spectacle  we  behold  ?  A  system  of  distri- 
bution, another  and  a  specious  name  for  a  sys- 
tem of  bribery,  has  been  started ;  the  hoands 
are  in  full  cry ;  and  tiie  same  honorable  and 
patriotic  gentlemen  now  step  forward,  and,  at 
the  watchword  of  "  put  money  in  thy  pnrse ; 
ay,  put  money  in  thy  pnrse,"  vote  for  the  dis- 
tribution or  bribery  measure,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  entail  on  this  country  a  system  of 
taxation  and  oppresuon  which  has  had  no  par- 
allel nnce  the  days  of  the  tea  and  ten-penny 
tax — ^two  frightfol  measures  of  discord,  which 
ronsed  enfeeUed  colonies  to  rebellion,  and  led 
to  the  foundation  of  this  mighty  republic.  But 
we  are  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  proposed 
distribntion  is  only  for  momentary  duration ; 
that  it  is  neeeaaary  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  a 
TednndaDt  income,  and  that  it  will  speedily  be 
disoontinned  1  Indeed,  sirl  What  evidence 
have  we  of  the  faott  What  evidence  do  we 
require  to  disprove  the  assertion  f  This  scheme 
was  commenced  the  last  season;  it  has  been  in- 
troduced to  this;  and  let  me  tell  yon,  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  never  will  he  abandoned  so  long  as 
the  high  tariff  party  can  wheedle  the  people 
with  a  siren  Inllnby,  and  cheat  them  out  of 
iheir  rights  by  dazzling  the  vision  with  gold, 
and  deluding  the  fimoy  by  the  attributes  of  so- 
phistry. Depend  upon  it,  sir,  if  this  balefhl 
system  of  distribution  be  not  nipped  in  the  bud, 
it  will  betray  tlu>  people  into  submission  by  a 
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species  of  taxation  which  no  nation  on  earth 
should  endure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  wantonly  impugn  any 
man's  motives,  nor  will  I  speak  to  wound  any 
man's  sensibility ;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
speak  pldnly  and  with  candor,  and  I  trust  no 
(me  will  deem  me  disoonrteons  if  I  fiwikly  re- 
mark th^  the  conduct  of  certain  Southern  gen- 
tlemen, in  relation  to  this  sn^ect,  has  been,  to 
say  the  least  of  It,  equivocaij  and  has  almost 
tempted  me  to  doubt  the  e^dence  of  my  own 
senses.  Are  they  sincere  and  disinterested? 
It  is  not  my  province  to  doubt  them ;  but  let 
me  say,  sir,  that  tliey  appear  to  demonstrate  by 
their  acts  a  degree  of  insmcerity,  if  their  former 
professions  can  be  relied  on ;  for,  though  once 
loudly  clamorous  against  the  tariff,  they  are 
now  found  engaged,  by  means  not  decidedly  in- 
direct, opposing  any  measure  that  has  a  tenden- 
cy to  reduce  taxation.  They  assul  the  land 
bill,  because  it  would  reduce  the  tariff  some 
|lS,0O0,0eO  or  |20j000,000;  and  show  most 
clearly  and  condusivdy,  by  their  votes,  that 
they  will  not  go  fbr  those  measures  of  reduction 
for  which  the  Soutii  lias  so  long  contended. 
Their  only  object  now  appears  to  do  the  crea- 
tion of  a  redundant  Treasury,  for  the  miserable 
purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  of  aocumnlation 
and  distribution  presents  to  the  world  a  spec- 
tacle equally  to  be  deplored  and  ridiculed.  To 
combat  it  with  argument  would  be  to  waste  tlio 
time  of  the  Ilouse  and  the  country  in  discussing 
an  absurdity.  The  whole  system  is  not  only 
wrong,  but  it  is  contemptible.  What  is  it,  sirl 
Ay,  sir,  what  is  it?  It  is  a  Boheme  to  tax  the 
South  and  Weat,  to  protect  the  mann&oturefl 
of  the  Kortib— of  New  England— that  section 
of  the  country  which  is  now  engaged  in  gener- 
ating agitation  and  strife,  for  the  openly-avow- 
ed purpose  of  sapping  the  institutions  of  eveay 
State  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  ren- 
dering them  mere  colonial  dependencies,  the 
servile  hacks  and  serfs  of  Few  England.  It  is 
a  scheme  to  tax  you  and  me,  sir,  and  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  if  you  please,  by  the  way  of 
analogy,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  our 
pockets  ten  cents  out  of  every  dollar  that  the 
hand  of  oppression  took  out  of  our  pockets. 
The  scheme,  sir,  to  say  notiiing  of  its  injustice, 
is  contemptible ;  it  is  unworthy  of  the  enlight- 
ened age  m  which  we  live ;  it  sets  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy  at  defiance,  laughs 
Adam  Snutb,  Say,  Kicardo,  and  Bentham,  to 
scorn ;  and  where,  let  me  ask,  was  the  world 
ever  before  regaled  with  the  spectacle  of  a  peo- 
ple's taxing  themselves  to  the  tune  of  millions, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  surplusage  back 
again,  at  a  discount  of  ninety  per  centum ;  tak- 
ing from  the  citizen  a  dpllar,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  ten  cents  t  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
discuss  a  proposition  so  monstrous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  appeal  to  gentiemeu  to  say  if 
they  are  prepared  to  oppose  a  propoation  to 
reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
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emment,  hj  rodncinR  the  tariff  on  imports ;  or 
1^  the  passage  of  a  land  bill,  if  they  were  cer- 
tun  th&  the  snrplus  was  to  remun  in  tiie  Treas- 
ury. I  am  satisfied  that  no  gentlemen  woold 
vote  for  a  system  which  would  tend  to  fill  the 
Treasury,  withont  a  certainty  of  their  receiving 
a  portion  of  the  plunder ;  and  yet  we  find  those 
very  men,  by  their  votes,  fiUing  yonr  pahlic 
coffers  so  as  to  enable  tliem  to  reoelre  their 
portion  of  the  spoils. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  T.,)  I  enter  my  protest 
against  a  system  of  bargain  and  corruption, 
which  is  to  be  executed  by  parties  of  different 
political  complexions,  for  the  purpose  of  dividing 
the  Epoils  whlf^  thay  have  plundered  from  the 
people.  Vthe  sales  of  the  pnbUc  lands  are  to 
De  continued  for  the  benefit  the  speenlators 
who  go  to  the  West  in  mnltitodes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  legally  stealing  the  lands  and  improve- 
ments of  the  people  of  the  new  States,  I  hope 
my  constituents  may  know  who  it  is  that  thus 
imposes  npon  them  a  system  of  legalized  fraud 
and  oppression.  If,  sir,  my  constituents  are  to 
be  saonfioed  by  tlie  maintenance  of  a  system 
of  persecution,  got  up  and  carried  on  for  tlie 
purpose  of  filling  the  pockets  of  others  to  their 
ruin,  I  wish  them  to  know  who  is  the  author 
of  the  enormity.  I  had  hoped,  Ur.  Speaker, 
and  that  hope  has  not  yet  been  abandon^,  that, 
if  ever  fhis  brandi  of  the  GoTwiunent  is  bent 
on  the  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
and  a  violation  of  the  constitation,  there  is  yet 
one  ordeal  for  it  to  pass,  where  it  may  be  shorn 
of  its  baneftil  aspect  And,  }b.  Speaker.  I 
trust  in  God  that,  in  its  pasrage  tiiroagh  that 
ordeal,  it  will  find  a  quUtm. 

Mr.  Boox  said  that  if  the  proposition  then 
tmder  coo^deration,  to  distribnte  any  portion 
of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  States,  that 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1838,  should  become  a  law,  he  sincerely 
hop&d  that  the  amendmrat  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Mann)  would  he 
rejected  by  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a 
more  m^nst  propodtioD  towards  the  new  States 
ooidd  not  have  entered  Into  the  miod  of  man 
than  the  one  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Kew  Toi^ ;  and,  more  espedally,  the 
State  which  Mr.  B.  had  tbe  honor  in  part  to 
represent  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said 
Jb.  B.,)  if  a  distribution  of  the  snrplns  revenue 
(if  any  there  be)  shall  be  made  upon  the  basis 
of  representation  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, manifest  liijnstice  wotdd  be  done  to  all 
tbe  new  States. 

Under  the  census  of  1880,  the  State  (tf  Indi- 
ana is  entitled  to  seven  Bepresentatives  upon 
this  floor ;  whereas,  at  this  time,  from  the  in- 
crease of  popidation  since  the  year  1880,  Indi- 
ana wonid  be  «ititied  to  at  least  twdvek  If  not 
thirteen,  Representatives  In  Oongreaannder  the 
present  ratio  of  representation  anmig  the  sev- 
eral States;  whereas,  in  most  of  the  wd  States, 
the  increase  of  population  since  the  year  1880 
has  not  been  mich  as  to  in<nmBe  the  nnmber  of 
fhdr  B^ffoaoitatirea  in  Omgreai  under  the 
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present  ratio,  apportioning  the  nomber  of  Bep- 
resentatives ia  Congress  among  the  sevenl 
States  of  the  Union.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  aak 
if^  nnder  this  view  of  the  subject,  manifest  in- 
justice would  not  be  done  to  the  new  States 
should  the  amendment  offered  by  thegentieman 
from  New  Tork  be  adopted  by  tbe  Bouse. 

Mr.  B,  said  that  he  hod  voted  for  the  distri- 
bution bill  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
he  had  just  voted  for  the  same  principle  by 
way  of  amendment  to  the  hill  now  under  con- 
sideration:  but  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
then  afforded  him  to  say  that,  in  both  instances, 
he  regretted  most  sincerely  that  oircmnstances 
^oold  have  compelled  him  to  vote  for  or 
agdnst  the  measore,  Ur.  B.  s^d  that  be  had, 
on  all  proper  ocoacdons.  opposed  the  policy  of 
taxing  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  rainng  a 
surplus  revenue,  to  be  distributed  anuMig  the 
several  States,  as  such  a  system  would  be  to  tax 
tbe  many  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  few.  Gentle- 
men might  endeavor  to  make  the  system  pop- 
ular, by  pretending  to  return  to  the  dear  people 
that  which  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
wresting  from  the  pockets'  of  the  peimle,  by  an 
unholy  system  of  taxation  not  deiauiaed  by  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  be  had  not  yet  given  up  to 
despair.  He  yet  UA.i  enoouragement  in  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  day  was  not  fhr  distant 
when  the  freemen  of  tl^  country  would  indk;^ 
nantly  throw  off  the  shackles  that  have  already 
too  long  enslavM  them,  and  would  not  Itntgw 
be  hnmbuf^ed  by  false  pretences  of  havhig  re- 
turned to  them  the  money  which  has  been 
wrested  from  tiieir  pockets,  by  a  system  ot 
over-taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 
Hie  people  are  now  told  by  a  certain  class 
politicians  that  tiiere  is  remaining  in  the  Treas- 
ury a  considerable  amount  of  money  over  and 
above  the  wants  of  the  Government  which 
onght  to  be  returned  to,  aoA  distributed  among, 
the  dear  people  of  the  several  Btetes.  And 
how,  I  ask,  is  it  to  be  effected  with  advantage 
to  the  great  body  tit  the  tax-paying  commonitj  t 
Why,  sir,  after  an  odioos  and  unjust  system  t€ 
taxation  has  been  fimtoned  and  riveted  upon  tbe 
people,  by  which  a  la^  surplus  revenue  is 
produced,  and  after  deducting  about  twatty- 
five  per  cent  for  collecting  the  same,  it  is  then 
most  graciously  proposed  to  distribute  the  re- 
mainder thereof  among  the  several  States,  in 
order  that  it  may  again  return  to  tbe  dear  peo- 
ple, whose  interest  and  future  welfare  are  al- 
ways so  near  the  heart  of  the  political  dema- 

^'^e  tax-payiog  people  of  tiiis  country  first 
earn  the  money  that  pays  their  taxes  under  the 
authority  of  law,  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow, 
and  by  the  sweat  of  tbdr  brow  tit^  will  have 
to  re-earn  thdr  renieetive  porllona  <rf  the  ear- 
plua  revenue  wfaui  U  shall  nave  been  d^udted 
in  testate  treasuries.  Thetrueqnestfontobe 
decided  by  tbe  people  of  this  country  is,  shall 
there  be  a  new  and  novel  policy  iutroduoed  in 
this  Govermnott^  which  has  for  its  otfjeot  tbe 
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TiUtng  of  a  Borplos  revenae  for  distribution 
among  the  States ;  or  shall  the  taxes  of  the 
people  be  reduced  to  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  GoTenunent  ?  This  is  the  oolj  tme  issne 
to  be  made  before  the  people;  and  to  this 
qnestion  the  public  mind  shonld  be  particularly 
drawn  bj  all  those  who  stand  oppwed  to  mo- 
nopoliea,  and  all  privil^ed  orders  of  evorj  chor- 
seter  whatever. 

The  people  will  be  fully-  satined  in  &  sh(»i 
time^  taat  the  deponting  m  the  anrplua  rBrenne 
in  the  Beveral  State  treaaariea  will  not  IWTe  the 
•Act  of  again  retomiog  to  the  people  their  re- 
speotive  portions  of  the  money  that  has  been 
unnecessarily  and  imrighteou^y  drawn  &om 
their  pockets  by  an  unjust  system  of  taxation 
by  t^e  General  GoTemment  Ur.  B.  said  that, 
in  looking  into  this  subject  of  creating  a  surplos 
revenue  to  be  distributed  among  the  States,  he 
could  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  having  a 
direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  independence  of 
the  State  Governments ;  and,  if  possible  to  do 
BO,  to  corrupt  the  people  themselves  with  their 
own  money.  The  question  of  every  wise  legia- 
lator  in  Congress  should  be  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  redudng  the  taxes  already  impoaed  on  the 
people  BO  as  to  raise  a  anffiment  amount  only 
of  revenue  to  supply  the  le^timote  wants  <h 
the  General  Government,  and  not  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  snrploa  revenue.  Be- 
duoe  the  burdens  of  taxation  now  imposed  upon 
the  people,  to  the  wants  of  the  Oovwnmeut, 
and  leave  the  eurplus  where  It  should  he — in 
the  pockets  of  its  rightfbl  owners. 

2u*.  McKbon  said  he  was  satisfied,  from  the 
course  the  debate  had  taken,  that  a  general  im- 
pression existed  that  something  ought  to  be 
dime,  and  without  delay,  to  remedy  the  difficul- 
ty in  which  the  country  was  now  placed  by  its 
overflowing  Treasury.  He,  in  common  with 
many  who  had  addreaaed  the  Boose  on  this 
anlject,  believed  that  a  redaction  of  the  revenue 
oi^ht  to  be  attempted ;  and  he  thought  that  a 
&vorabIe  c^portunity  was  now  presented  to 
gentlemen  who  were  anxious  to  reduce  onr  re- 
ceipts, to  exhibit  the  evidence  of  their  xeal. 
The  tariff  bill  offered  a  Mr  opportunity.  He 
inquired  of  the  Chur  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
ofier,  as  an  amendmoit,  tiie  bill  of  his  colleague, 
(Ur.  Cambkbleno,)  or  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
In  relation  to  a  reduction  of  the  tariff.  (The 
(?HAiB  said  it  would  not)  Sir,  if  it  is  not  in 
order,  I  must  gnlnnit.  I  am  disposed  to  believe 
that  If  distribution  is  now  before  us,  the  meas- 
urea  which  would  rednoe  your  revenue  might 
not  be  oat  oijian.  On  every  aide  it  is  admit- 
ted that  your  income  Car  exceeds  the  wants  of 
the  Government',  and  yet,  it  q^Mara^  we  are 
caDed  iipon  to  cootiDiie  we^alatton  eideulated  to 
keep  np  this  strange  system.  I  was  one  of  that 
amall  minority  which,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  voted  ^punst  yonr  deposit  bill,  as  it 
was  called,  but  a  distribution  bill  in  fiwt.  I 
have  seen  that  minority  more  than  doubled  on 
the  vote  just  taken.  I  have  not  regretted,  as 
yet,  the  <^poriti(Hi  which  I  gave  to  us  eystem 
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of  distribution :  I  saw  in  the  scheme  the  means 
of  fastening  upon  the  coontry  a  high  tarlCt 
Opposed,  aa  I  am,  to  rainng  unnecessary  rev- 
enue from  the  people ;  educated  in  the  school 
of  p<^itic8  which  inmU  that  the  Government 
should  be  administered  ecooomically ;  that  the 
industry  of  the  people  should  not  be  taxed 
beyond  what  is  absolutely  required  for  the 
wants  (and  those  wants  limited)  of  the  G«ov- 
ernment,  I  could  never  assent  to  the  doctiine 
which  SBDctioned  unnecessary  taiiation,  and 
plundered  the  poor  fbr  the  haae  purpose  of 
enriching  the  public  coffers.  Gratlemen  say 
this  is  returning  the  mone^  to  the  people.  I 
am  aware  it  is  by  this  plausible  argument  Qiej 
wish  to  deceive  the  people  into  a  support  of 
this  now  principle.  All  I  a^  is,  that  gentie- 
men  will  not  t^^e  the  money  from  the  people. 
It  never  can  be  returned  to  uie  individuals  from 
whom  it  is  taken.  It  is  taken  from  every 
human  being  who  consumes  an  article  of  food 
or  raiment.  Yon  tax  the  bread  the  poor  man 
eata,  the  coal  that  warms  him,  the  blanket  that 
covers  him.  You  plunder  him  in  various  ways, 
and  proclum,  at  the  same  time,  the  fiact  of  an 
overflowing  TreaBuxy.  Vhy,  nr,  ia  not  thli 
the  purest  form  of  o|^frearion  ?  b  not  this  ex- 
erdae  of  power  of  taution  not  for  the  purposes 
fbr  which  the  Gorunmunt  was  formed,  but  for 
other  purposes,  suffident  to  arouse  the  people  t 
Who  will  insist  that,  by  any  process,  the  same 
amoant  of  money  collected,  which  is  abstracted, 
can  be  returned  to  the  same  individual  t 

I  am  astonished  to  find  upon  this  floor  the 
strange  association  which  is  presented  of  those 
who  have  been  distinguished  as  the  opponents 
of  a  high  tariff  united  with  those  wno  have 
been  its  inflexible  and  wannest  supporters.  I 
am  more  astonished  to  find  gentiemen  who  are 
known  to  belong  to  that  sect  in  this  country 
oharacterixed  by  devotion  to  a  strict  oouBtmo- 
tion  of  tiie  oMutitotlMi,  advocating  a  doctrine 
which,  aome  years  since,  was  denonnced  by  a 
Senator  of  the  highest  ataading  as  unconstitu- 
tiouid,  duigerous,  absurd,  and  inexpedient,  and 
would  convert  the  Government  into  an  office  of 
oollectloD  and  distiribution.  I  refer  to  one  who 
has  been  looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  that  ultra 
strict  construction  school.  And  yet  we  find 
those  who  profess  to  follow  these  lights,  and  to 
be  guided  by  tills  wisdom,  proclaunin^  their 
attachment  to  this  same  principle  of  distribu- 
tion. Not  a  man  of  them  who  would  not  de- 
nounce  any  plan  to  interfere  with  the  domestio 
arrangements  of  tiie  several  States ;  and,  never- 
theless, are  promoting,  indire^,  the  very 
measures  they  are  opposed  to.  what  must  be 
the  result  of  your  ^stributiont  The  States 
wiU  rely  upon  the  General  Government ;  they 
will  turn  their  eyes  towards  this  Capitol  as  the 
point  from  which  golden  streams  are  to  be 
poured  forth  upcn  them  to  carry  on  their  inter- 
nal improvements;  you  will  make  the  Statos 
dependent  uptni  the  General  Government,  in* 
stMd  of  this  Government  dependent  upon  the 
States :  in  a  wwd,  you  will  change  the  wlu^ 
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form  of  your  Gtovenuoent,  you  will  destroy  its 
nature,  aod,  instead  of  baring  it  simple  and 
economical,  you  will  transform  it  into  one  com- 
plicated and  eztraTagant 

Hr.  TuBBiix  then  demanded  the  previoos 
quesdoQ,  but  the  Honn  reftued  to  Hcond  It— 
yeas  7S,  nays  IIOl 

The  debate  vaa  Aen  reemned. 

Mr.  Yaztderpoel  said  he  wonSd  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  his  colleagae,  rUr.  Manv,)  though 
be  had  voted  against  the  hiu  of  the  last  session 
-Hi  vote  of  which  he  was  rendered  prouder 
and  prouder  by  every  additional  day.  He 
would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  his  coUeagne, 
not  because  he  favored  the  principle  of  distri- 
bution, for  it  was  a  principle  so  obnoxious  to 
hini,  that,  do  what  yon  pleaaOj  be  could  not 
vote  for  or  compromise  it;  but  if  we  must  have 
distribution,  let  us,  at  least,  have  such  a  ratio 
as  shall  possess  something  like  the  semblance 
of  Justice.  The  amendment  of  Mb  ooUe^ue 
provided  that  the  surplus  should  be  disbibuted 
aocording  to  the  same  rule  by  which  the  money 
was  raised  by  taxation  from  the  people.  The 
rule  for  distribution  ad(nited  hy  the  act  of  last 
session  was  wholly  indennnble. 

Hr.  y.  said  he  had  very  attentively  noticed 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  proporition  for  this 
new  distribution,  which  had  just  been  carried; 
and  though  he  had  often  heard  of  Yankee 
Bcutenesa  and  sagacity,  though  he  had  often, 
while  he  had  been  connected  with  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  House,  seen  them  most  strikingly 
exemplified,  be  had  never  seen  them  more  sig- 
nally illustrated  than  on  this  occasion.  Gen- 
tlemen from  the  tariff  districts  of  the  East,  and 
many  geotiemen  from  the  Bouth,  In  r^atioa  to 
the  subject  now  liefore  ua,  were  gtdng  hand  in 
hand,  and  SEdling  in  the  same  boat ;  but,  with- 
out much  disparate  the  sagacity  of  gentlemen 
from  the  Soutli,  he  must  be  permittedto  use  an 
old  and  homely  adage,  and  say  that  the  Yan- 
kees "best  kneV  on  which  side  their  bread 
was  buttered."  He  had,  as  he  had  observed, 
often  had  occasion  to  Mmire  tiie  oool,  keen, 
and  calculating  sagacity  of  the  sons  of  the  East, 
especially  when  contrftfted  with  the  more  im- 
petuous temperament  which  characterized  an- 
other quarter ;  and  the  vote  which  had  just  been 
taken  afforded  a  new  subject  for  such  admira- 
tion. Look  over  the  yeas  and  nays  just  taken, 
and  recorded,  and  see  whether  you  can  find  a 
single  gentleman  representing  a  high  tariff 
mano&ctnring  district  who  has  Toted  against 
this  second  and  most  mtaohievous  plan  of  dis- 
tribution. While  one  Southern  gentleman  here 
and  another  there  drops  off  and  goes  for  distri- 
bution, opposed  as  it  is  to  the  principle  of  re- 
duction, the  tariff  representatives  of  New  Eng- 
land march  off  in  solid  phalanx,  in  support  of 
this  scheme.  Sir,  they  know  wdl  what  they 
are  about.  Their  keen  sagaraty  has  told  and 
disclosed  to  them  what  their  policy  is  tending 
to.  They  know  that  the  policy  of  distribution 
is  opposed  to  tlie  poli<7^  of  reduction,  and  there- 
ftnre  they  go  to  a  man  for  ibe  former.  He  (kCr. 
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V.)  was  surprised  to  see  gentlemen  from  the 
South  drawn  into  a  scheme  for  the  anppOTt  of 
the  high  tariff  poHcy. 

[Hr.  Hasom,  of  Ohio,  here  colled  Mr.  Y.  to 
order  for  making  personal  reflections ;  and  the 
Ohaib  decided  that  Mr.  Y.  was  noi  ont  of  wder.] 

3fr.  Y.  he  had  not  made^  nor  did  he 
tend  to  make,  any  powmal  reflections.  GknUfr- 
men  were,  no  donbt,  pure  and  paferiotio  in  the 
course  they  were  taking ;  but  he  surely  hod  a 
right  to  say  that  the  gentlemea  who  represented 
high  tariff  districts  knew  best  what  Uiey  were 
about;  that  this  miserable  and  demoralii^ig 
scheme  of  distribution  would  serve  long  and 
copiously  to  oil  their  spindles,  and  give  new 
impetus  to  their  shuttles,  whilst  its  effect  would 
be  any  thing  but  benignant  upon  the  Bouthem 
planting  States.  He  had  a  right  to  say,  and  he 
would  say,  that  this  plan  of  dlstribntlon  number 
two  exhibited  an  amalgamation  of  differing  par- 
ties, and  that  some  opposed  to  a  tari^  and 
others  in  fovor  of  a  hi^  tari^  were  here  nov 
found  in  a  most  mmatoral  union.  Year  after 
yeu*  had  the  hi{^  ultra-tariff  party  in  former 
years  addressed  to  you  th«  horse-leech  cry  of 
"  Give,  give  us  more  protei^on."  The  general 
smtiment  of  the  country  now  is,  that  they  had 
been  most  inordinate  and  unreasonable  in  their 
demandsfor  protection.  Their  cupidity  had  well 
nigh  dissolved  the  Union.  Their  own  laws  and 
their  own  measures  had  swelled  your  revenues 
much  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  now  they  found  themselves  in  a  position 
of  much  peril  He  could  not  say  that  he  was 
destitute  of  all  sympathy  for  them,  as  the  man- 
ufacturing interost  in  his  district  was  a  vtty 
important  one.  It  embraced  many  gentiemen 
for  whom  he  had  a  high  regard.  Still  he  must 
and  would  repeat  what  he  lud  said  shortljr  after 
the  oommenoemenl  of  this  session,  that  if  the 
altemativa  were  presented  to  him,  '*  Bringdown 
your  revenue  at  once  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  perpetoate  this  poli<7  a£  distribu- 
ttoo,"  he  wonld  not  hesitate  to  go  for  reduc- 
tion. If  gentiemen  would  not  pass  the  land 
bill,  if  they  would  not  do  any  thing  to  terminate 
the  evil  of  a  plethoric  Treasury,  and  avert  the 
evils  inseparable  from  perpetual  distribution, 
they  leave  us,  who  deprecate  those  evils,  no 
option ;  we  must  go  at  the  tariff  and  strive  to 
bring  it  down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
Was  there  any  gentieman  here  of  such  super- 
ficial vision  aa  not  to  be  able  to  see  that  the 
present  movement  was  an  eflbrt  to  fix  permar 
nent^  on  the  oountry,  by  tiie  sednotire  featnre 
of  distribution,  a  rate  of  taxaticm  for  beyond 
the  necessary  wants  of  t^e  GoTemment  f 

Mr.  MoCouAS  rose  and  addressed  the  Speaker. 
He  said  that  heretofore  he  had  remuned  nlent 
in  this  debate,  and  thought  it  was  better  to  act 
upon  the  question  than  to  waste  the  precious 
time  of  the  House  in  fruitiess  discussion.  But 
from  the  gratuitous  remarks  of  the  gentieman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Yandkbpobl)  he  felt  him- 
self compelled,  in  defence  of  himself  and  those 
whoB  M  txtad  witii  upon  thia  qnestaon,  to 


Digitized  by 


J)iitnitititm  Qanlim—Ji^iont  with  Statu. 


820 


ABBIBOMENT  OV  THB 


H.  OF  R.] 

make  a  few  remarks.  The  gentleman  seems  to 
feel  a  deep  ooncem  for  the  Uiterest  of  oor  oon- 
etitnents.  He  thinks  they  are  miarepreaented 
upon  this  floor.  ISi.  UoO.  aaid  he  had  no  donbt 
Imt  thai  bis  ofmatitaontB  would  fiael  under  last- 
ing ohUffations  to  that  howmble  gentleroan  for 
his  kind  interposition,  for  his  able  and  manly 
defence  of  their  interest  on  this  floor.  If  they 
did  not,  he  sfaonld  think  it  base  ingratitade,  as 
the  honorable  member  was,  oat  of  the  super- 
abandaoce  of  his  kindness  to  them,  compeUed, 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  to  misrepreseQC  his 
own  constitaents.  He  said  this  generoos  disin- 
terestedness conld  not  fail  to  meet  its  reward  in 
the  approbation  of  a  gratefiil  and  generoas  peo- 
ple. Mr.  MoO.  said  he  would  assure  the  gentie- 
man  that  that  was  the  character  of  the  people 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  here. 

The  honorable  gentlnnaD  seemed  to  be  strnck 
with  horror  at  tiw  idea  of  fionthem  gentlemen 
voting  for  this  hill.  He  has  exhibited  the  tariff; 
in  its  most  frightftal  fbnn,  to  theh-  iraaginatitms, 
and  gravely  inqnires  if  it  is  the  policy  of  Soath- 
em  gentiemen  to  rivet  a  protecting  tariff  on  the 
SoaUi.  Hr.  MoC.  sud  this  scarecrow  had  been 
too  reoQitiy  dog  from  its  grave  to  inspire  him 
with  any  terror.  He  Hionght  the  veil  of  the 
gentieman  was  too  thin  to  conceal  his  tme 
oonrse  from  the  gaze  of  the  Bonthera  people. 
The  Sooth  was  not  so  completely  harnessed  in 
party  shackles,  as  to  be  rallied  by  this  war- 
whoop,  to  make  a  common  cause  agunst  the 
passage  of  this  hilL  They  have  been  too  long 
fed  emp^  prcrf^ons.  They  look  npon  this 
qaestioa  in  a  sober  light:  they  say  to  these 
siendly  gentlemen  of  the  North,  whose  Inuden 
of  song  IS  free  trade  and  a,  redaction  of  daties, 
why  is  this  meaanre  not  effected  t  What  pre- 
vents  the  passage  of  a  law  to  that  effect  f  Has 
not  the  administration  a  m^ority  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress?  Is  it  not  in  their  power 
•  at  any  moment  to  take  np  that  subject  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  others}  Sir,  it  is  too  plain,  tiiis 
pulse  feeler,  or  tub  to  the  whale,  will  not  do. 

Mr.  MoO.  said  the  bill  for  reduction  had  been 
introduced  at  an  early  period  of  the  sesrion,  and 
had  been  quietiy  eleepmg  on  the  table  to  the 
present  time ;  tiie  people  in  the  South  all  this 
time  anxiously  w^ting  to  see  the  action  of  Con- 
gress upon  the  saljeoL  Where  was  the  zeal 
of  the  gentieman  for  the  South  all  this  time? 
Sir,  it  dept  upon  the  ta1>le  with  the  UlL  How 
can  we  account  for  the  new-bom  zeal  of  the 
gentieman,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  to  wish 
to  have  aj^pended  to  that  bill  a  bill  ripping  np 
and  ohan^g  the  whole  tariff  laws  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Does  that  ^ntiemaa  think  that  a  ques- 
tion BO  complex  in  its  natnre,  and  combining 
such  a  variety  of  interests  as  the  subject  of  the 
tarifl^  can  he  adjusted  in  fifteen  minutes.  Hr. 
MoC.  said  that  this  Fubject  might  be  plain  to 
the  mind  of  that  gentieman,  yet  he  confessed  it 
was  one  of  great  difficulty  to  him,  and  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  upon  a  bill  making  such 
racUeal  changes  in  the  settled  poli«y  of  the 
ooiuiti7,  wttfaimit  bearfaig  it  unply  disooased,  in 
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all  its  bearings.  And  no  man  could  brieve 
that  a  measure  of  snch  magnitade  coald  be 
properly  matured  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses* 
don ;  nor  did  he  beUeve  that  it  was  ever  hi- 
tMided  to  be  disoossed  or  passed  this  sesdon. 

[Here  Mr.  Oamsbelbbo  interrupted  Mr. 
MoCoHAs,  and  said  that,  from  the  utraordi- 
nary  course  of  the  present  Oongress^  lie  had 
not  been  able  to  have  the  ^pnqwiation  bills 
acted  on.] 

Ur,  UikjOitAB  replied  that  the  administraUcMi 
held  the  destinies  of  all  these  matters  in  their 
own  hands,  and  could  give  them  any  direction 
they  pleased.  The  Southern  people  would  be 
amused  when  they  came  to  learn  that  their 
zealous  advocate  for  State  rights  and  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution,  and  for  a  re- 
daction of  the  tarifll^  avowed  himself;  at  the 
aame  time,  a  represoitative  of  a  tariff  district. 
It  seeniB  to  me  the  honorable  gentieman  haa 
over-cropped  himsdf.  He  will  find  it  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  lo(A  both  ways  at  the  same  time. 
To  use  a  hnnely  figure,  he  reminds  me  of  the 
Indian  who  compluned  that  he  often  suffoed 
fWnn  cold  because  his  blanket  was  too  short, 
When  he  covered  his  head  his  feet  were  naked, 
and  when  he  covered  his  feet,  his  head  was 
naked.  So,  Ar,  npon  the  whole,  X  think  the 
honorable  member  had  better  attend  strictiy  to 
the  interest  of  his  own  constituents,  and  leave 
the  interests  of  other  people  to  their  represent- 
atives. 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  we  are  taxing 
the  pe(^de  for  distribution.  This  appears  to  be 
a  taJlsinanio  word  with  those  gentlemen  who 
wish  to  ke^  the  money.  Mr.  MoO.  dmied  tiiat 
one  ddlar  of  the  suiiaua  money  was  raised 
taxation.  It  was  from  the  sale  of  property.  It 
was  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  the  conunoo 
property  of  the  people  of  all  the  States.  He 
said  it  bad  not  oooarred,  he  supposed,  to  those 
wise  lecturers,  that  the  customs  for  the  last 
tiiree  years  had  not  paid  the'  expenses  of  the 
Government,  or  any  thing  like  it ;  and  but  for 
the  extraordinary  sales  of  the  public  lands,  we 
should  not  have  one  surplus  dollar  in  the  Treas* 
ury,  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  should  have  been 
bankrupt  And  vet  wo  are  continually  told,  if 
we  divide  out  the  sales  of  the  pabiio  lands 
anuHig  the  people,  it  is  levying  a  tax  npon 
them.  Sir,  if  putting  money  in  Ute  peopVa 
pockets  la  ta:dng  them,  Uien  tiiey  will  not  be 
apttocomplinnoftiiebardensoftaxation.  The 
fund  accruii^  tnm  t^e  sales  of  public  lands  has, 
in  my  Judgment,  been  improperly  pnt  into  the 
Katiraial^eamry.  Mr.  MoO.  sfud  he  believed 
it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  deed  of  cesrion, 
made  by  Tuginia  to  the  Federal  Government. 
By  that  deed,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  laud 
that  remained  anatdd,  after  the  olgects  of  tiie 
grant  had  been  omnpUed  vith,  was  to  be  the 
common  property  (tf  all  the  States,  Virginia 
inclusive. 

To  call  upon  the  States  tor  the  money  depos- 
ited with  them  woidd  he  a  ruinoos  poucy. 
Many  States  have  already  embarked  in  ex- 
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tuulTe  works  of  iaterual  ImproTement  upon 
the  ^th  and  credit  of  that  monej — improve- 
menta  that  are  opening  a  thonsand  avennes  to 
wealth  and  prosperitj,  and  will  enable  these 
local  oommimities  to  develop  their  Aill  re- 
■oarees:  uid  to  call  for  that  money  now  would 
ba  poUmal  maduea^and  tew  men  wonld  like 
to  tkke  the  responntnlity  of  such  a  measnre. 
Gmtlemen  make  long  aod  labored  ai^nments 
to  prore,  what  nobo^  dmies,  that  Congress 
maj  mpeal  the  oomprondse  act.  Bfr,  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  coUecUng  more  revenne  than  is 
wanted  for  an  eeonomioal  administration  of  the 
Qovemment ;  yet,  In  brining  the  Government 
to  that  standara,  some  respect  should  be  p^d 
to  the  great  and  leading  interests  of  the  conn- 
try  :  to  the  time  and  manner  this  thing  shoold 
be  done ;  and,  without  a  more  nrgent  ne- 
cessity than  now  exists,  we  shoald  await  the 
operation  of  the  compromise  bilL  Sir,  the 
fonndation  of  this  Government  was  laid  deep 
tit  the  principles  of  oompromi9&  The  same  ele- 
meoita  of  discord  existed  at  ita  ffcnrmatioa  the 
federal  Government  that  exist  now.  The  con- 
stitntion  was  formed  by  mntnal  concession  of 
all  parties;  and,  to  be  administered  fairly,  it 
mnst  be  done  in  the  same  spirit.  8ir,  it  cannot 
be  forgotten  that  this  Government,  in  the  coarse 
of  its  administration,  called  Northern  capital 
from  the  ocean,  and  compelled  its  owners  to 
employ  it  npon  land ;  and  by  a  series  of  legis- 
lation, whether  right  or  wrong,  in  some  meaa- 
nre  plighted  the  faith  of  the  Government  to 
that  policy.  Sir,  ttie  painfnl  controversy  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  Sonth  npon  this  qnes- 
tion  is  fresh  in  the  reoollection  of  this  Honse— 
ft  oontrorersy  that  shook  this  oonfedoraoy  to  its 
oentre ;  yes,  rir,  a  controvert  that  threatened 
a  ^flsolntion  of  tlus  Union,  and  the  am^hut 
brother  against  brother  in  deadly  and  mortal 
combat — an  event  that  every  trembling  patriot 
mnst  have  regarded  as  the  fimeral  knell  of  de- 
parting liberty. 

*ioKEN8  said  be  came  from  a  State  which 
would  be  afibcted  very  little  by  either  ratio  of 
^stribntion  that  might  be  adopted-  it  made 
very  little  difference  to  Sonth  Cfirolina  what 
ratio  of  distribution  might  be  established.  Her 
combined  representation  in  both  Houses  bears 
nearly  the  same  proportion  to  the  combined 
repreaentalion  of  all  the  States,  as  her  repre- 
sentation in  this  Honse  boars  to  the  whole  rep- 
resentation here.  Bat  he,  (Bfr.  P.,)  if  he  gave 
any  opinion  on  the  snbject,  was  bound  to  con- 
fess that  he  conridered  that  ratio  which  had 
been  adopted  last  year  a  more  just  and  equita- 
ble one  than  the  ratio  now  proposed  to  be  made 
by  this  amendment,  according  to  the  represen- 
tation on  this  floor  alone.  It  ought  to  be 
home  in  mind  that  the  revenue  to  oe  distrib- 
uted did  not  accrue  from  direct  taxation :  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  a  fund  principally  denved 
from  the  sale  of  lands.  Mr.  P.  did  not  consider 
that  branch,  strictly  and  technically  speaking, 
public  revenue ;  at  least,  it  did  not  arise  from 
tauticBit  beoBuse  tiioM  ponou  who  had  paid 


this  money  had  received  a  fall  equivalent  for 
the  same  ■  there  was  a  giiid  pro  quo  on  both 
sides ;  and  this  was  not  taxation,  it  was  a  sale; 
the  parties  therefore  from  whom  this  money 
was  derived  had  not  been  taxed.  He  Q&i.  P.) 
had  heard  it  urged  that  thoae  States  where 
public  lands  were  sold,  raised  immense  revenue, 
as  if  it  were  a  burden ;  whereas,  fhdr  people 
had  received  a  fall  consideration  for  all  the 
money  they  had  paid  into  the  Treasnty.  This 
was  important  to  be  considered.  Now,  in  de- 
termining the  ratio  of  distribution  or  deposit  of 
fimds  thus  derived,  It  would  be  dlfficolt  to  fix 
any  ratio  exactly  equal  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  was 
most  willing — nay,  ne  was  most  anxious — to 
adoiit  that  ratio  which  came  nearest  to  strict 
Justice ;  and  it  certainly  appeared  to  him  that 
uie  ratio  based  upon  the  mere  gpnund  of  repre* 
sentation  in  this  House  was  not  the  most  Just, 
because  the  fund  was  derived  not  icom  direct 
taxation,  bnt  from  sales  of  public  lands  and 
imposts.  Acoording  to  the  most  generally  re- 
ceived doctiia&  fbnt  which  was  not  smcOy 
true,}  import  dunes  were  pidd  aocordlmc  to 
consumption,  and  consumption  was  accc 
to  population.  In  this  point  of  view,  a  dlk»..~ 
bution  according  to  representation  in  tnis  House 
would  exclude  two-flhhs  of  a  certain  class  of 
our  population  in  a  certain  section  of  this 
Union,  and  would  not  do  justice.  But,  fhrther, 
it  was  well  known  that  in  certain  States  there 
had  been  a  la^  increase  of  population  since  the 
last  census.  For  instance,  there  were  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Lomsiana,  Arkansas,  lOssouri,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  and  Michigan:  some  of  these 
States  had  donUed  their  pt^pul^ion,  and  mrae 
justice  would  be  done  thiem  by  the  combined 
ratio  than 'Qie  ringle.  The  ratio  of  botii  Houses 
oomUned  would  approach  nearer  Justice  than 
any  other  we  could  adopt. 

The  funds  raised  from  the  sale  of  public  lands 
were  strictly  trust  funds:  and  this  Govemmait 
was  created  a  trustee  under  the  f^rants  of  terri- 
tory from  Virginia,  North  Oarohna,  Sonth  Car- 
olina, and  other  States,  which  were,  to  a  great 
extent,  limitations  on  the  trust  power.  The 
act  oeaing  these  lands  is  in  these  words :  "  That 
the  said  lands  shall  be  considered  as  a  common 
fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become  or  shall  become 
membns  of  the  oonfbdwation  or  federal  alliance 
of  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
th^  usual  respective  portions  ot  the  general 
chai^  «id  expenditure;  and  shall  be  ftfth- 
ftilly  and  Ixmajlde  disposed  of  fbr  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Mr.  P.  then  maintained  tnat  it  was  the  dnty 
of  the  Government,  after  oil  demands  against  it 
were  satisfied,  to  deposit  the  surplus  remaining, 
so  that  the  States  should  receive  the  "  use  "  and 
"  benefit,"  as  far  as  possible,  intended  hj  those 
States  originally  ceding  the  lands.  He  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  only  sound  policy,  but 
our  dn^.  The  question  as  to  a  deposit  of  the 
Bu^luB  revenncL  was  one  between  the  safety 
MM  ^t^riety  of  Btate  oMporatioiu^  aeleoted  aa 
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deposit  banks,  and  the  States  themselTes ;  and 
how  any  gentleman  conld  hesitate  between  the 
two  systems,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  pOTceive.  The 
<»ie  ^stem  gave  xa  ihe  unknown  and  danger- 
0118  power  of  banka,  the  other  tiie  fiiith  and  the 
stabuity  of  the  States ;  and,  whatever  benefit 
m^ht  arise,  the  citizens  of  uie  States  conld  re- 
cure  it,  instead  of  corporations  with  ezclufave 

Mr.  Fbasce,  of  Bhodo  Island,  rose  and  said 
he  thonght  it  necessary  for  every  gentleman  to 
exercise  a  little  philosophy  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. He  (Mr.  P.)  had  voted  generally  wiUi 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Yandebpobl,)  bat  he  bad  not  entered  into  col- 
lision with  any  one  in  the  vote  be  bad  given. 
He  thought  it  did  not  come  with  good  grace 
from  New  York  to  oppose  this  bill,  on  the 
gnnmd  that  Bhode  Ishuid,  Delaware,  imd  other 
small  States,  rec^ved  a  small  fn/mm  more 
than  they  were  entitled  to.  He  confessed  it 
was  not,  perhaps,  pleasant  to  come  from  a  small 
State ;  for,  if  it  gained  a  little  hnt  once  in  a 
hnndred  years,  there  was  no  end  to  the  re- 

S roaches  made  on  that  account  Hr.  P.  asked 
'  it  was  ^r  and  liberal  in  New  York  not  to  be 
satisfied  ?  New  York  might  be  called  the  rnling 
city ;  there  they  generally  had  seven  or  eight 
millions  on  hand,  of  which  they  were  always 
receiving  the  benefit,  and  yet  they  were  not 
satisfied.  And  yet  it  might  be  shown  that  New 
York  had  received  nearly  seven  mtllions  more 
than  it  was  entitled  to.  When  he  (Mr.  P.)  saw 
that  great  State  arrayed  to  depiiTe  the  small 
States  of  the  littie  which  they  received,  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  lift  np  his  voice  againet 
U.  He  (Mr.  P.)  nad  voted  agfunst  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentieman  fh}m  Tennessee,  QSt. 
Bbll,)  becanse  he  was  not  willing  to  reewd  the 
idea  tiiat  there  wonld  be  a  soirilnB  revenue  to 
divide  among  the  States ;  he  did  not  wish  to 
^ve  an  argnmeut  in  &vor  of  a  bill  which  his 
Eonorable  friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Oambbb- 
uno)  had  called  a  free  trade  bill ;  he  did  not 
wi^  to  see  that  bill,  introdnced ;  bat,  if  there 
Bhonld  be  a  sarplas  to  divide,  it  might  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  bill  afterwards,  to  be  broaght  in 
for  that  pnrpose ;  and  then,  in  sach  an  event, 
he  shoDld  go  upon  the  ground  that  it  onght  to 
be  cUvided  according  to  the  ratio  <^  the  States, 
and  not  upon  the  ratio  of  the  repreeentation  in. 
the  House. 

Mr.  DsmfT,  ia  reply  to  the  observations  of 
Mr.  YANDKBroBL,  observed  that  he  (Mr.  Yan- 
bkbpoel)  had  not  pointed  ont  who  were  the 
troe  horse-leeches,  crying  "give,  0ve."  He 
contended  it  was  not  the  States  to  which  this 
appellation  oaght  to  be  applied,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  the  banks.  They  had  the  money 
for  their  benefit ;  among  them  it  was  distrib- 
uted, and  the  conntry  called  upon  tiiem  to  dis- 
goi^  They  were  the  true  leeches ;  they  hdd 
on ;  and  if  gentlemen  voted  in  the  views  of 
that  honoramo  gentieman,  (Mr.  YxsDSRPomJ) 
they  would  still  lie  permiUed  to  hold  on.  we 
■re  (said  Mr.  D.)  In  poBsesBim  of  a  Bnr|dns  which 


is  not  derived  from  revenue,  hot  from  the  sale 
of  the  pabhc  lands.  The  honorable  gentieman 
(Mr.  YANnsBFOBL)  alleges  that  the  distribution 
o{  this  snrplus  among  the  States  will  have  & 
most  roinoua  tendency ;  it  will  make  the  Union 
a  mere  rope  of  sand.  These  he  (U:.D.)thou^t 
extraordinary  argumenta;  we  shall  five  over  • 
all  this;  the  danger  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman threatens  la  not  to  be  apprehended; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  great  duiser  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended  if  snoh  a  surplus  is  Im  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Government,  to  be  loaned  ont  at  its 
pleasure  to  banks  in  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, thus  enabling  the  Government  to  exercise 
a  control  over  all  parts  of  the  Union,  of  an  ex- 
tent and  of  an  intensity  without  parallel  in  any 
country  in  the  world.  But  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman, (Mr,  Yakdebpoel,)  instead  of  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  placing  these 
things  in  th^  true  light,  has  adopted  a  differ- 
ent course,  and  has  contented  himself  witit 
pasnng  in  review  the  difito«nt  votes  which  have 
been  given  by  difilerent  gentiemen  on  this  ques- 
tion. Why  is  this?  Why  has  he  not  rather 
discussed  the  real  merits  of  the  question !  In- 
stead of  the  merits  of  the  case,  he  has  brought 
into  the  field  the  feelings  of  gentiemen,  as  if  the 
better  to  operate  b^  an  appeal  to  feelings  rather 
than  to  ailment.  He  (Mr,  Yandbbpoel)  has 
spoken  of  the  horse-leech,  and  has  character- 
ized by  this  appellation  his  own  constituents. 
Let  them  judge  for  themselves  how  far  they 
merit  t^e  term.  To  him  it  appeared  New  York 
wfls  more  deserving  the  term  than  any  other 
section  of  the  oonntry ;  for,  out  of  twenty-two. 
millioDB  from  the  customs,  New  York  received 
thirteen  millions,  which  was  paid  there ;  and 
who,  then,  he  would  ask,  was  the  horse-leech  ? 

Mr.  BoBBBisoN  said  he  would  not  be  so  un- 
reasonable as  to  detain  the  House  at  that  late 
hour.  Be  rose  merely  to  make  his  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(1&.  Yahdebpokl,)  who  had  so  kindly*  under- 
taken to  represent  the  State  of  Yirginia.  The 
gentieman  had  only  followed  the  example  of 
tiie  State  from  whence  he  came,  in  taking  the 
old  Commonwealth  under  his  iaspecial  protec- 
tion ;  and,  as  one  of  her  representative  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  I  fed  myself  bonn^  with  all  due  hu- 
mility, to  acknowledge  the  fiivor.  Those  whom 
she  has  confided  in  to  represent  her,  it  seems,  . 
Iiave  mistaken  her  interest  and  their  own  duty. 
We  have  been  outwitted,  the  gentieman  tells 
us ;  gulled  by  a  Yankee  trick  into  the  support 
of  a  measure  which  will  fasten  upon  our  con- 
stituents the  present  ruinous  tariff.  The  North- 
em  gentiemen  very  consistentiy  urge  a  distri- 
bution of  the  surplus,  in  order  (says  the  gentie- 
man from  New  York)  to  prevent  the  success  of 
any  plan  for  reducing  the  revenue  and  dimin- 
isMng  the  high  rate  of  duties ;  and  we  of  the 
South,  who  vote  with  them,  are  the  dupes  of 
their  snperior  cunning.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
himself  u  entitied  to  great  credit  for  his  own 
wonderful  acutenes^  which  enables  him  so 
qLbuIj  to  see  throngn  the  deeigna  itf  these  Tery 
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sagacious  politicians ;  and  it  is  kind  in  him  to 
apprise  MS  of  onr  danger.  I  should  like  to  hare 
heard  him  assign  the  reasons  why  Kew  York, 
some  jears  past  so  much  ]n  ftvor  of  distribnt- 
ing  the  snrpiDS,  is  now  so  decidedly  opposed  to 
it  The  true  reason  might  perhaps  be  foand  to 
be  that,  having  always  a  very  large  share  of  the 
public  funds,  she  gains  more  by  keeping  what 
she  has  than  by  coming  into  a  fair  diviedonl 
But,  without  attempting  to  account  for  the 
motives  which  influence  others,  I  will  very 
frankly  teU  the  gentleman  the  reasons  tiiat  in- 
duce me  to  rote  for  a  distribution.  Bir,  it  is 
with  no  view,  aa  he  would  inanuate,  of  keep- 
ing up  the  present  tariflf,  but  with  a  view  to 
counteract  it.  Is  it  to  be  endured  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  who  belongs  to  the 
donunant  majority— -to  uiat  par<7  whiidi  pro- 
feeaa  bo  Btrong  an  interest  wr  the  Sonth,  and 
so  much  hostmty  to  thb  tariff— shonld  taunt 
Southcoit  gentlemen  of  the  miootity  with  a  de- 
^gn  to  co-c^erate  with  the  North  ia  keepii^; 
it  upt  If  he  and  hia  party  are  sincere  in  tbeir 
professions,  why  have  they,  who  wield  the 
whole  power  of  legislation,  permitted  the  South 
80  long  to  beplundered  by  this  ui^ust  system  of 
taxation)  Why  suffer  it  to  oppress  ns  for  a 
day,  when  they  have  the  power  at  any  moment 
to  repeal  it?  "Why  has  the  scheme  of  reduc- 
tion proposed  during  the  presuit  aession  been 
permitted,  until  this  late  day,  to  slomber  vpoa 
the  table. 

Sir,  it  is  beoanse  we  have  no  oonfidence  in 
their  professions  that  we  are  compelled  to  taike 
the  only  means  left  as  fbr  redress,  by  restoring 
to  the  people  (ft  the  South  what  this  democratic 
minority  oont^ues  to  exact  from  them.  It  is 
this  oo^deratlon— the  conviction  that  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  whether  derived  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  property  or  from  the  operation  of  an 
oppresdve  and  unconstitutional  tari£^  belongs 
to  the  people,  and  would  be  worse  thui  wasted 
by  being  left  to  the  disposal  of  this  Government 
— ^that  mduced  me  to  snp^rt  the  proposition 
last  ^ear  fbr  ^stributin^  it  Upon  the  same 
principles,  until  the  ruling  party  shall  reduce 
the  tulff  or  take  some  effectual  method  for 
limiting  the  revemua  to  the  Just  wants  of  the 
Government^  I  will  vote  for  a  distribntion ;  I 
call  it  a  distribntioD,  beoanse  in  truth  no  one 
expects  a  dollar  will  ever  bo  called  for  by  this 
Ooremment  Only  consider,  rar,  what  would 
have  been  our  present  condition,  had  the  act 
of  the  last  sesnon  not  been  passed.  We  found 
in  the  Treasuiy,  on  the  first  day  of  January  last, 
an  unexpended  balance  of  about  fourteen  millions 
remaning  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year ;  about  six  millions  more  it 
is  thought  remained  unexpended,  in  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  disbursing  (^oers.  We  distrib- 
ntea  among  the  States  Mont  thhiy-seven  mil- 
lions, makings  t(^ther,  about  fiffy-seven  mil- 
lions ;  add  to  this  the  estimated  amount  of  re- 
oripta  into  the  IVeasary  during  the  corrent 
yew,  and  yon  would  have  had  an  aggr< 
mm  of  idnety  or  cm  hundred  mlffitnis  of 


lars,  perh^M  even  more,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
the  present  session.  What,  sir,  should  we  have 
done  with  itt  We  appropriated,  last  year, 
about  tweu^  mllUons  more  than  could  be  ex- 
pended. Should  we  have  been  called  upon  still 
to  Increase  our  extravagant  and  enormous  ap- 
pTopriations  to  accumulate  still  larger  b^ances? 
Yes,  sir ;  and  then  we  should  have  applied  all 
that  could  not  be  wasted  in  useless  fortifica- 
tions, splendid  custom-houses,  high  salaries, 
and  corrupt  jobs  of  every  sort,  to  carry  on  an 
m^ost  sys^m  of  internal  improvements  in  the 
Northern  and  Western  Statw,  from  which  the 
Southern  people  would,  as  usual,  have  derived 
littje  or  no  benefit  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  says,  the  people  of  tiie 
South  have  been  galled ;  they  have  been  gulled 
witii  promises  «  retrenobment  l(mg  enonj^, 
while  suffering  from  the  oi^residve  exactitms 
of  this  Government  and  have  at  Iragth,  I  trnstL 
awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  rigHls  and 
of  their  interest. 

Mr.  HoAB  proceeded  to  show  that  he  did  not 
advocate  taxation  for  the  sake  of  distribution ; 
that  man,  he  thought,  would  deserve  a  straight 
jacket,  who  would  think  of  such  a  thing ;  but 
he  viewed  this  money,  not  as  the  proceeds  of 
taxation,  for  it  came  from  the  sale  of  lands,  not 
from  taxes  of  any  kind  imposed  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Hr.  H.  concluded  by  laying  down  this 
proposition :  that  of  all  corses  wliioh  can  be 
mflicted  upon  a  country,  a  course  of  l^slation 
charaeterized  by  snd^  changes,  compelling 
the  dtizens  fr«qnentiy  to  change  uieir  purstdta 
and  employment,  is  the  greatest  curse ;  this  he 
held  to  be  a  proportion  which  no  one  could 
deny.  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  dde  of  the 
bread  on  which  the  butter  lies. 

The  question  was  then  taken  npon  agredng 
to  the  amendment  of  Hr.  VUxs,  and  domed  in 
the  negative. 

Kr.  Oaubbslbno  then  submitted  the  follow- 
ing proposition,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Hr. 
Bill's  amendment,  which  he  s^  ha  would 
do  without  one  word  of  debate : 

S»  iijitrth«r  enaeUi,  That  from  and  after  tiie  Slat 
of  December  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are  im- 
posed on  foreign  imports  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
July,  1882,  entitled  "  Au  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  Imposiiig  duties  on  imports,"  or  by  any 
other  act,  which  ah&U  exceed  20  per  centum  on 
the  valoe  thereof,  one-third  part  of  such  exoeas  shall 
be  deducted;  &om  and  afterthe  80th  of  June,  1888, 
one-half  of  the  reaidne  Ot  auob  ezoeos  ^1  be  dfr' 
ducted ;  and  on  the  80th  of  Deoember,  1888,  tin 
other  half  dwll  be  dedocted;  any  thing  In  the  act  of 
the  2d  of  Haioh,  1888,  to  the  oontraiy  notwitfaetaad* 
ioz. 

Sec.  2.  Ajid  ie  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  aud 
alter  the  80th  September  next,  the  doty  on  salt  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  henbjy  repealed. 

Hr.  Bell  n^aed  the  pdnt  of  order  whether 
snob  a  proportion,  being  of  a  distinet  and  sub- 
stantive obaraoter,  in  no  way  analogons  eithor 
iriQx  Hba  tdll  or  the  amendment,  oonld  be 
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moved;  and,  also^  that  It  was  the  same  as  a 
.  bill  alreadj  before  the  Hoaae. 

The  Ghajb  (temporarily  ooonpied  by  Hr. 
Bbims)  decided  against  the  point,,  on  the 
ground  that  the  amendment  vas  not  the  same 
as  tiie  bill  in  qaestioa. 

Kr.  Oahbbklsno  a^ed  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
fm  the  adf^taui  of  his  propodtioiL 

Mr.  JitaonB  then  took  an  i^peal  from  the 
dooirion  of  the  Chair  that  the  amendment  vas 
in  order. 

The  qaesMon  was  taken  on  the  appeal,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  94,  nays  97. 

So  the  HoQse  reveraea  the  decinon  of  the 
Chair. 

The  question  then  reonrred  on  the  ame3id- 
ment,  as  amended. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  kEeans, 
as  amended  by  Hr.  Bell,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  110,  nays  84. 

go  the  amendment  was  oononrred  in. 

Ite.  Pattoit  Bidd  he  desked  to  say  a  few 
words  befiwe  the  qnestion  was  taken,  not  for 
the  purpoae  of  dlaoosnng  the  prindples  of  ^e 
d^ont  aot.  bat  for  the  purix)se  <^  explaining 
distinctly  the  grooads  of  the  vote  be  was  aboat 
to  g^ve,  and  wnich  might  perhaps  otherwise  be 
miaonderstood.  I  was  one  of  t^oee,  Hr.  %>eak- 
er,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  who  zealously  and  strenooasly 
sapported  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  directing 
tiie  deposit  of  the  aorplns  revenne  with  the 
States.  I  considered  it  and  intended  It  bona 
fide  as  a  deposit,  and  not  as  a  distribution ;  and 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  looking  to  the  actual 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed,  I  then 
tiiought  it  a  most  salutary,  necessary,  and  oon- 
atitatimal  measure.  I  have  sem  nothing  and 
heard  nothing  wluob  haa  at  all  shakea  my  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  of  that  law ;  concurring 
fully  in  the  denunciations  against  any  system 
of  rusing  reTOnne  fin-  tiie  purpose  of  distribu- 
tion as  inexpedient,  unjnat,  uid  nnoonstatutional, 
I  am  utterly  unable  to  oomprehend  the  force  or 
justice  of  the  effort  which  is  made  to  apply 
these  dennnciatioDB  to  a  measure  which  pro- 
poses to  depout  with  the  States  that  rev^ue 
which  has  been  unneoessarily  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  which  it  is  found  Impos- 
rible  to  expend,  even  by  the  most  liberal  iqipro- 

S nations  of  every  kind,  and  which,  if  not  thus 
eposited,  must  remain  deposited  with  nnmer- 
0U8  banks,  and  the  benefit  of  this  common  prop- 
erty of  the  whole,  in  the  ahape  of  interest,  dis- 
oonnts,  &0.,  be  onployed  by  those  immediately 
interested  m  those  institutions,  instead  of  being 
placed  in  such  a  ritnation,  under  the  contr^ 
of  the  Legislatures  of  each  State,  that  the  ben- 
efits and  advantages  of  tiiese  fbnd&  unneces- 
sarily and  improperly  drawn  from  the  pec^le, 
may  be,  to  some  extent,  and  to  a  very  consid- 
erable extent,  diffosed  among  those  from  whom 
it  was  improperly  taken.  All  the  declamation 
which  haa  been  written  and  spoken,  all  the 

SprehenriiHis  which  have  been  expressed  as  to  i 
ft  dang»  (tf  eonnpting  the         and  I 


States,  and  laying  them  prostrate  at  the  foot- 
stool of  this  Government,  are  bugbears  which 
do  not  frighten  me  in  the  least.  Ihava  there- 
fore, no  difficulty  whatever  in  sustainmg  the 
principle  of  the  deposit  act,  and  renewintr  its 
provisions  for  the  disposition  of  a  sniplas,  which 
accumulates  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  I  can 
make  to  repeal  or  modify  tboae  nqjoat  and  ap' 
presdve  laws  by  which  this  surplus  ia  raised. 
It  is,  in  my  o^ion,  the  best  ponible  dlroori^ 
tion  that  can  be  made  of  sncii  a  surplus,  while 
these  are  my  opinions,  I  have  voted  agidnst  the 
introduction  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
f^tleman  from  Tennessee  to  this  bill,  I  think 
it  an  inappropriate  place  for  the  law.  This  is 
a  bill  making  the  regular  and  ordinary  appro* 
priations  for  the  completing  and  armament  of 
our  fortifications.  It  is  strictiy  an  appropria- 
tion bill ;  and  the  practice  is  very  irregular,  and 
will  be  productive  of  great  conmsion  and  mis- 
chief hi  our  legislation,  if  sabjecte  so  incon- 
gruous, measures  so  various  and  incon^stent 
with  each  other,  ahall  be  Jumbled  together,  and 
especidly  if  the  ordinary  and  annual  appropriar 
tiw  bills  shall  be  made  the  basis  on  whiob  to 

Sile  acts  of  original  leg^slatioDj  distinct  and  in- 
ependeat  of  tiie  annual  provisions  for  satisfy- 
ing demands  created  by  past  and  jpermanent 
laws.  This  is  one  reason  for  my  voting  against 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentieman  from 
Tennessee.  I  bad  a  farther  objection ;  the 
present  Congress  goes  out  of  existence  in  a  few 
days;  before  the  emergency  contemplated  by 
the  amendment  can  exist,  a  new  Congress  will 
have  assembled.  As  yet,  it  is  uncertun  whether 
there  will  he  any  surplus ;  and  it  will  be  time 
enough,  when  Congress  meets  here  next  De- 
cember, to  dispose  of  the  surplus,  if  it  shall 
then  enst,  as  that  Congress  may  think  right. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tiie  thhrd 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  decided  In  the  affirma- 
tive, lia  to  70,  as  followa : 

Taia.— Keesrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Ea- 
nun  Allen,  Anthony,  BtoLn,  BeD,  Btmd,  Boon, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Buadi,  John  Cilfaoon, 
CunpbeU,  Garter,  Casey,  Gecdve  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  CUlds,  Katbuiid  H.  Claiborne,  Claric, 
CoQuor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cudung,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Debeny,  Deoiiy,  Elmore,  fSrans,  Everett,  Fot- 
ester,  I^ch,  James  Garlsnd,  Graham,  Granger, 
Ontves,  ChrajrsoD,  Oremiell,  Ealey,  Hiland  HbU,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harian,  Huper,  &mael  8.  Harrison,  Haiel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Hdster,  Hnod,  Hoar,  Hint,  Hanti> 
man,  IngersoU,  William  Jadcson,  Heniy  Johnsao, 
En^m,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Levis,  XJncoIn,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Uann,  Samson 
Ifaaon,  Maury,  HcCarty,  HcComas,  HcKemiaB,  Her- 
oer,  Hontgomery,  Monio,  P&rker,  Fatten,  Dntee  J. 
Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearaon,  Petdgrew,  Pbelpe, 
FhiUipa,  I^ens,  Potts,  Beed,  Bencher,  John  Bey- 
luAAa,  Robertson,  WHUam  B.  Shepard,  Augostina 
H.  Bhniperd,  Shields,  Blade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Stao- 
defer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompeon,  Underwood,  Vmton,  Waahington,  WUt^ 
Eliaha  Whittlesev,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewli 
WOUams,  ateirod  Williams,  Toniuf— 112. 

Natb.— Meesra.  Ash,  Beak,  Bean,  Beamumt, 
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Black,  BcM^ee,  BoyS,  Brown,  Bnitu,  Cambreleni, 
Qianej,  Oh^imtn,  John  F.  H.  Claibome,  CSeveUnd, 
Coles,  Ontmer,  Ctuhnum,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Dnntap,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Fuller,  Gholson,  Oillet,  Gnuit- 
l«od,  Joseph  Hall,  Huosr,  Humegan,  Alb»t  O. 
Qurison,  Hawkins,  Haynefl,  Holt,  Hnnti^gtoii,  Jarris, 
Joseph  JobMoa,  Ortb  JiduMMi,  KliDgeasmUh,  Lul- 
ling, UnAee,  Gideoii  Lee,  Leonaid,  I<ogiii,  Lonll, 
LnoiB,  Abydi  Uum^  lUrUa,  miliim  HaSDn,  Mt^r, 
XcEiiD,  Uoore,  Owena,  Puis,  FnuUin  Herce,  F!iux- 
ner,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Bwers,  Schenck,  Seymour, 
Shmn,  Sickles,  SoJth,  Itonuu^  John  Thomson, 
Toncey,  Turrill,  Yandeipoel,  wagener.  Ward  well, 
TeU— 70. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readi^. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  0*MBCTr.TOO,  the  bill 
ing  been  previously  eDgrosBed)  w»  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  Mr.  Bell,  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  so  amoided  as  to  add  to  tbe  end  the  words 
*'  and  tat  other  pntpoaea." 


ICbsDAT,  Febmary  27. 

OivU  and  Diplomatic  AppropriaUoti  BiU. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  oon- 
ddeittlion  of  this  bill. 

The  bill,  together  with  the  severftl  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Oooimittee  <k 
"Ways  and  Ueao%  having  been  read — 

iix.  W.  Thomtbov  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  insertiug: 

**For  the  salary  and  outfit  of  a  diplomatic  agent, 
to  be  forthwith  srat  to  the  independent  Goremment 
of  Texas,  tboosand  dollua. 

"  For  the  e]q»ei)se8  (rf  nmniu  a  bonndary  line  be- 
twaan  the  United  States  and  the  hidependeot  Qor- 
flramsDt  of  Teias, thoDsand  dolurs ;  such  line 
to  be  rm  by  eommiarionen  to  be  ^ipointed  by  the 
United  Stitsa  and  the  rqinUio  of  Texas." 

Ur.  T.  said  no  one  ooold  regret  more  &an  he 
did  the  venr  Umited  time  tlut  is  allowed  for 
this  ^Bctisdon.  I  rir,  (said  ICr.  T.,)  am  in  no 
way  respom&ble  for  it  lij  fmik  has  oertidnly 
not  been  a  want  of  seal  in  pressing  the  snlvjeot 
npon  OongresB.  The  oonrse  of  fimnga  for  the 
hist  tew  weeks  has  been  eminently  iUnstratlTd 
and  cluiraoteristic.  The  whole  time  of  the 
HoQse  has  been  occupied  with  matters  of  purely 
a  personal  .or  local  obaracter  in  a  miserable 
scramble  for  iqmils.  in  which  all  pardea  have 
equally  participated  to  the  exdnsion  of  every 
l^ing  of  general  importance.  The  qoestion  now 
before  t£e  Hoose  Involves,  In  some  sort,  the 
destinies  of  a  yovag  repabHo  jnst  ridng  into 
wdstenoe^  and  oor  own  ohanwtw  for  Jnstioe, 
oonsistenoy,  and  a  feaiiess  dlseharge  of  our 
dnties.  It  is  peenliarly  fitting  that  we  shonld 
introduce  this  joong  sister  into  the  great  fbrnily 
of  nations.  Why  has  it  been  so  long  postponed  ? 
Are  gentlemen  afraid  of  the  argnment?  Are 
they  afr^d  that  a  spontaneoos  burst  of  popular 
entltnstasm  will  force  them  to  do  that  to  whieh 
&e  cold,  selfish,  and  seotumal  foeUngs  of 
tkiflu  are  opposed  t 


lb.  ilABOBt  of  Ohio,  said:  The  abstract 
li^ht  of.  this  Government  to  recognize  the 
existwce  and  independence  of  foreign  pow- 
ers is  not  denied.  'Whether  the  exerdse  of 
this  right,  in  any  parUcular  instance,  can  be 
vindicated  as  jost  to  others,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  oon^stent  with  a  doe  regard  to  oor 
own  interest  and  honor,  is  another  and  very 
difi!arent  question.  It  is  also  admitted  to  be  the 
practice  of  nations,  founded  in  the  necessity  of 
the  thing,  to  treat  with  the  Gk)vemment  de 
/<Kto,  e^blished  in  a  country  witiiout  regard 
to  the  Oovenunent  d»  jure.  It  is  not  compe- 
tent to  other  powers  to  inquire  into  causes  of 
di^to  between  the  belligerent  parties,  wiUi  a 
view  to  aaoertain  vhlch  is  in  the  right,  and  to 
grant  diBtiundsUng  favors  to  the  ixie  or  the 
other,  acocotung  to  uie  result  of  snoh  an  inquiry. 

Non-intwvention  Is  the  bheriahed  doctrine 
on  which  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  Btates  have  hitherto  practised,  as  evinced 
in  the  conduct  of  both  during  tlie  di^  war  that 
raged  for  so  many  years  between  ^aiu  and  her 
provinces  in  this  hemisphere. 

Hr.  Monroe,  in  his  annual  Message  to  Con- 
gress, in  1819,  spei^iDff  of  the  InsntrectionaiT 
struggle  of  the  Span&h  provinoea  of  Bouul 
Ammoa,  said  that 

'*  The  greatest  care  had  been  taken  to  enforoe  the 
laws  intended  to  preserve  an  impartial  seatrality. 
That  a  virtuous  people  nuT,  and  wwold,  eooflne  them- 
aelvwwKhln  the  limits  of  a  strict  neoteality.'*  That 
"  it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  our  national 
character,  and  indi^nsable  to  the  morality  of  car 
dtizens,  that  oU  Tiolations  of  our  neutrality  ^ould  be 
ivevented.  No  door  slionld  be  left  open  for  the  eva- 
sion of  our  laws;  no  oiqKirtuidty  uforded  to  any, 
who  may  be  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  it,  tooom- 
promit  me  interest  or  die  honor  of  tlu  nation.'* 

And,  finally,  he  was  able  to  assure  Congress 
and  the  country  that,  notwithstanding  the  aen- 
ubilitj'  and  sympathy  whioh  were  natoralljr 
ezdted  by  sqca  a  contest — 

"  It  had  been  the  steady  puipoee  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  that  feeling  leading  to  excess,  and 
tiiat  it  was  very  gndiiying  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
state  that  so  strong  had  been  the  sense,  throughout 
tlte  whole  ooontey,  (rf*  what  was  due  to  the  character 
and  obligations  of  the  nation,  that  very  few  examples 
of  a  contrary  kind  had  occurred." 

"With  these  principles  for  my  guide,  I  pro- 
pose very  briefly  to  examine  the  question, 
whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
now  to  recognize  Texas  as  an  independent  na- 
tion. Before  the  people  of  Texas  can  rightfully 
invoke  the  interference  of  forogn  powers,  it 
must  be  proved,  not  only  that  th^y  are  in  the 
ei^oyment  of  all  the  attributes  of  a  sovereign 
and  independent  State,  but  also  that  the^  pos- 
sess the  moral  and  phy^cal  ability  to  mamtaio, 
within  Uieir  limits,  the  sovereign^  they  have 
asserted.  Our  information  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  Texas  is  doubtless  very  deficient^ 
both  in  its  extent  and  precision. 

The  litUe  we  have  is  prindpally  to  be  fonnd 
in  the  report  of  Mr.  Morflt,  aooompanying  the 
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Preudent*s  Message,  on  the  snbjeot  of  the  coQ- 
ditioD  of  Texas,  commnnioated  to  Congress  on 
the  S2d  of  December  last  According  to  Hr. 
Uorfit,  tba  Tx>ptdati<ai  Texas  coiuists  <^ 
Aiulo-AmencaDB,  Mexican  natiTes,  abongines, 
ana  negroes;  the  whole  estimated  at  66,000 
sonls.  Of  these,  he  says,  there  are,  perhaps, 
80,000  Anglo-American  settlers  and  8,600  na- 
tive Mexicans  of  Spanish  descent.  After  stat- 
ing that  the  popolation,  consisting  of  emigrants 
from  the  Umted  States,  is  said  to  be  not  less 
than  fifly  thoosand,  he  adds  that  '*  if  I  were  to 
take  my  own  judgment  ezclafiiTely  on  this  mat^ 
ter,  and  were  to  reason  as  to  what  I  have  not 
seen  by  that  which  I  have,  I  shonld  say  the 
population,  exdosive  of  Mexicans,  Indians,  and 
n«rroeB,  has  never  exceeded  thirty  thousand." 

Suppose  this  estimate  of  that  part  of  the  pop- 
ulation whicii  consists  of  Anglo-Americans  and 
Vedcans  to  be  an  approximation  to  the  tnith, 
(and  thwe  are  many  reasons  far  beHevine  it 
exceeds  the  fact,)  the  whole  amoont  of  physical 
fbroe  belonging  to  the  nation  of  Texas,  excln- 
aive  of  Indians  and  n^roes,  will  &11  connder- 
ably  below  ihai  of  numy  counties  in  the  State 
of  Ohia  And  this  popiuation,  small  and  feeble 
as  it  is  in  the  aggr^te,  is  not  permanent,  bat 
a  portion  of  it  at  least  retreats  at  the  approach 
of  danger  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Sabine. 

As  to  the  military  force,  we  learn  from  the 
same  report  that  it  consists  of  an  army  of  about 
2,200  strong,  not  indudiog  the  settlers  or  farm- 
ers, who  can  be  armed  on  any  «nei«encyy  so  as 
to  augment  Uie  nnmber  to  at  least  6,000  offldent 
mm. 

The  naval  force  of  Texas  consists  of  four  small 
Teasels,  oariTing  in  all  twenty-nine  guns. 

The  internal  resources  of  the  province  appear 
to  be  whtdly  inadequate  to  the  successful  resist- 
ance any  respectable  force  that  might  be 
employed  for  its  subjection.  It  relies  exclunvely 
<m  extmial  ^d  for  the  means  of  Bupporting  the 
independence  it  has  declared.  No  uct  can  be 
better  authenticated ;  it  is  confirmed  as  well  by 
the  report  to  which  reference  has  so  often  been 
made,  as  by  all  contemporaneous  history,  that 
tiie  army  of  Texas  is  recruited  from  the  dtizens 
of  this  Union — is  kept  in  the  field,  paid,  and 
snmdied  with  arms  and  provisions,  by  contri- 
bnn<»i8  derived  from  the  same  quarter.  Hr. 
Morflt  says : 

"  The  present  resooroes  of  Texas  are  prindpally 
derived  from  the  STiapathies  of  their  nei^bcnv  ind 
fiiendfl  in  the  United  States,  and  by  loans  upon  the 
credit  of  the  State.  The  donattmiB  jbwa  fiie  lomet 
quarter  have  been,  and  wQI  no  doubt  oantboe  to  be, 
very  liberal,  and  indeed  mmdfloent.  Serend  indi- 
viduals, not  interested  in  the  Bnooeas  of  the  coantry 
further  than  their  general  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
Independence  and  that  of  their  old  compatriots,  have 
vnostentatiouily  presented  $6,000,  while  nombeis 
have  oontribeted  $1,000  esrdi,  and  snuU  sMociationa 
in  the  diffiirent  States  have  thrown  in  their  ud,  until 
tlie  tggngjate  has  swriled  to  a  large  amoot^  I  have 
been  surpriaed,"  he  aajs,  in  oondudm,  **  to  find  that 
Tens  has  oaiiied  on  a  suooe«fliI  war  tbns  &r,  Witt 


so  little  emtMirassmait  to  lier  own  citizens  or  her 
treasuiy ;  and  periius  It  is  the  fint  Instance  in  the 
histoiy  «f  nations  when  a  State  has  soststned  itself 
by  men  and  meana  drawn  wlioU  j  from  m.  disttnce." 

If  thb  hasty  review  of  the  cmdition  of  Toxm 
has  not  resulted  in  demonstoatlDg  her  inemwity 
to  maintain  an  indroendent  Goremmoit^  it  has 
inoontestably  estabushed  another  fact  deeply 
affecting  the  character  of  this  country,  namwy, 
that  the  abi^f^  of  Texas  to  maintain  her  s^ 
arate  existence  and  sovereignty  has  been,  and 
still  continues  to  be,  derivM  exclusively  from 
the  means  famished  by  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  direct  violation  m  their  neulxal  obli- 
gations ;  consequently,  should  the  United  States 
return  to  the  neutral  attitude  from  wbidh  they 
have  so  widely  departed,  and  strictly  enforce 
the  laws  intended  to  preserve  onr  neutral  diar< 
aoter,  the  Qovemment  of  Mexico  would  aoan. 
be  restored  in  the  province  of  Texas. 

Wh^ier  the  latter  event  ooaiht  to  be  derired 
hy  the  friends  ct  oomititntionM  law  and  Hbertj 
anywhere,  is  a  question  that  does  not  and  can- 
not properly  enter  into  our  consideration  In  tUa 
disonssion. 

^  Suppose,  therefore,  the  Tedans  dionld  con- 
tinue to  receive  assistance  in  men  and  money 
drawn  from  the  United  States,  and  should  be 
further  sustained  by  the  co-operation  our 
aimy  advanced  into  the  heart  of  their  coan- 
try ;  and  suppose,  upon  this  hypothecs,  tiieir 
ability  to  maintain  their  ind^>endence,  when 
thus  sustamcd,  should  be  admitted,  still  tiiere 
are  oondderations  ariring  ont  oif  bo  peeaUar  a 
state  oS  tilings  that  ousht  to  deter  ns  fhmi  the 
indiscretion  of  a  predpitate  adcnowledgment 
of  their  independrace.  If  thdr  iodependenoe 
has  been  the  result  of  the  coonsda,  or  has  been 
achieved,  and  thus  fsr  maintained,  by  the  peo- 
le  of  the  United  States;  ifourdtizensoompose 
ler  armies,  and  have  command  of  the  military 
and  naval  forces  of  the  country;  if  they  are 
found  in  poeses^on  of  all  the  great  offices  of  the 
Government,  from  the  C^lef  Executive  down- 
wards, can  we  hope  to  escape  the  reproaches 
of  other  nations,  and  of  impartial  posterity,  if 
we  make  haste  to  recognize  a  state  of  things 
that  we  have  notoriously  contributed  so  largeugr 
to  jHvdnoe. 

what  would  the  tot  of  reeogniticm,  under 
sadi  circumstances,  be  but  an  aoknowleogment, 
not  so  mnch  of  the  ability  of  Texas,  as  our  own 
ability,  and  determination  too,  to  maintain  her 
indepoideuoe  at  every  hazard?  Would  not 
such  conduct  expose  ns,  whether  justly  or  not, 
to  the  ohaiye  of  assisting  in  the  dismember- 
ment of  a  friendly  power,  for  the  unworthy 

{turpose  of  seizing  on  one  of  its  furest  prov- 
noest  Can  we,  consistently  with  national 
honor,  after  ^ding  the  cause  of  rebellion  in  a 
neighboring  republic,  be  the  first  to  recognize 
the  Government  esteblii^ed  by  the  insurgents  t 
I  concur  most  cordially  in  the  views  andopin- 
itms  expressed  b7  tiie  Freddent,  in  his  Message 
of  the  22d  of  December  last,  on  the  suited.  <rf 
the  oonditkm  of  TexaSL       relation  to  the 
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oondaot  proper  for  this  OoTonunent  to  obserre 
in  the  conteat  pending  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  he  says  that 

"  It  becomes  tu  to  beware  of  a  too  enlj  movement, 
■B  It  might  Bulgect  na,  howevtf  anjiietly,  to  the  im- 
pntatioa  of  sedcii^  to  ertaMirii  um  difaa  of  our 
nd^bon  to  a  tei^tor;,  with  a  view  to  its  anbae- 
qoent  aopiiitiMi  by  oorselTea.  Prudeoce,  tbere- 
jbie,  fleema  to  Rotate  that  we  shoold  stand  aloof  and 
Twfllntflip  oor  present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico 
itself,  or  one  of  the  great  foreign  powers,  slull  recog- 
nize the  independence  of  the  new  Government,  at 
least  unUl  the  lapse  of  time  or  tiie  course  of  events 
ahall  bare  proved,  beyond  cavil  or  dispute,  the  olnlity 
of  the  people  of  that  oountiy  to  mdntain  tii^  aep- 
amte  sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  Govenmirait 
eoDStituted  by  them." 

Ur.  Cb^rmaa,  we  are  oalled  on,  not  only  by 
the  amendment  under  conrideranon,  but 
the  newspaper  press  in  different  (^nartov  of  the 
Union,  to  y idd  a  spee^  recognititxi  of  the  in- 
depenomce  of  Texas,   ror  what  pnrpose  is  the 

Srompt  af^owledgment  of  her  GoTemment 
emanded  I  Not,  certamly,  because  she  decures 
to  enjoy  that  independenoe,  the  recognition  of 
whim  fAie  Bolicita;  not  that  she  derires  to  poa- 
aesfl  the  rank,  privileges,  and  immnnities,  that 
belong  to  a  aee  and  sovereign  member  of  the 
great  fiunily  of  nations  ^  no,  her  object,  dis- 
tinctiy  avowed,  is  far  more  humble  and  befit- 
ting her  feeble  conation.  It  is,  that  she  may 
mue  a  surrender  of  her  independoioe,  govern- 
ment, territoiy  and  all,  to  the  United  States, 
on  oiKidition  m  aonexaluRi  and  reception  into 
tiw  Union  1 

The  first  electicma  under  the  oonstltation  of 
Texas  were  held  last  aotonn.  Hr.  Uorfit  re- 
ports that 

**  The  voten  at  the  different  polls  were  reqmred  to 
alate  whether  they  were  '  in  &vor  of  onneziDg  Texas 
to  the  United  States;*  and  the  response  throng 
every  munidpality  has  been  wholly  in  the  aflSnnative. 
He  laya  that  great  unanimity  prenuled  on  the  impor- 
tont  |x»qC  of '  seeking  admission  into  the  Union  of 
the  United  States  of  the  Korttu*  He  also  discloses 
the  very  important  additional  fact,  that  '  the  terms 
upon  iniidi  they  dedce  to  beoome  an  int^rant  of 
that  Uidon  have  been  diaccmed  in  tbe  cabinet,  and 
have  already  been,  or  will  be,  made  the  heads  of  in- 
structions for  the  conduct  of  thrar  repreaentatlTe  near 
tbe  Qovenmient  tit  WasUngton.* " 

A  &et  80  ntraordinary  has  not  esouMd  the 
Dotace  of  the  Ezeoutire,  who  says,  in  the  Uea- 
aage  already  referred  to,  that  the  people  d 
Texas  hare,  rince  the  last  session  of  Congresa, 
"openly  resolved,  on  tbe  acknowledgment  by 
ns  of  their  independence,  to  seek  for  admission 
into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  States. 
This  last  clrcumstanoe  ia  one  of  pecnliar  deli- 
oacy,  and  forces  nMNOL  ns  oonaiderations  of  tbe 
gravest  oharaeter.'^ 

It  appears,  then,  tiiat  the  GoTcmment  of 
Texas  ia  nmultaoeoady  nr^g  its  pretensions 
to  reeognition,  and  treating  fax  annexation  to 
the  United  Sti^ ;  and  the  fbrmer  aeema  to  be 
made  Bubserrlent  to  the  latter.   Indeed,  Uie 
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evidence,  to  my  nnderstanding,  is  irresistible, 
that  a  separate  independent  existence  never 
was,  at  any  time,  an  object  of  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  people  and  anthorities  of  Texas.  Fnm 
Mr.  Morfit'a  report  we  learn  that,  in  September, 
1885,  General  Ooa  invaded  the  province  vS 
Texas,  and  that  "  a  battle  ensued,  which  ter* 
minated  in  the  retreat  of  the  Mexioana.  He 
says  the  Texians  assert  that  this  reristanee  was 
not  because  they  even  then  wished  to  separate 
from  the  confederacy;  bnt,  on  the  contrary, 
becaose  tbey  were  desirous  to  bring  back  the 
Government  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution 
of  1824."  If  it  be  true,  as  they  all^  that  as 
late  as  September,  1886,  they  took  up  arma 
"  in  defence  of  the  oonstitntion  "  I  can  only  saj 
that,  in  the  brief  interval  of  a  little  more  than 
one  month, 

"  A  ohuge  eame  o'to  thiB  vliit  (tf  their  dnam,* 

and  their  Intentiona  nnderwent  a  revc^tioa 
equally  sadden  and  extraordinary ;  for,  in  tiift 
montii  ct  November  following,  they  held  a  con- 
vention at  San  Felipe,  and  formed  a  provi^onal 
Government,  and  there  made  a  declaration 
which  was  considered  as  an  abs(date  separa- 
tion from  Mexico." 

This  proceeding  in  November,  18S6,  was 
speedily  followed  by  the  convention  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1896,  which  in  dne  form  "declared 
Texas  a  £ree,  severe!^,  and  independent  State." 

If  a  redress  of  gnevanoes,  or  the  defence  of 
the  Mexican  constitution,  and  not  separation, 
had  been  the  objedi  of  the  Texians,  would 
have  tried  petitimi  and  remonstranoe^  before 
reenting  to  arms — the  last  remedy  of  the  op- 
ivened.  The  Anf^o-Amerlcana  of  Texas  oomd 
have  found,  in  the  oondaot  of  their  ancestor^ 
when  colonists  of  Great  Britain,  an  example  of 
patience  and  forbearance  worthy  of  their  imittr 
tlon.  The  people  of  the  old  thirteen  States^ 
while  they  were  snbject  to  the  dominion  of  the 
mother  country,  employed  more  than  ten  yean 
in  petitioning  the  Kmg,  Pariiament,  and  people 
of  Great  Britain,  before  they  finally  resolved 
on  having  recourse  to  arms  for  the  defence  of 
their  libOTties.  And  then  they  did  not  strike 
for  independence ;  f6r  it  was  more  titan  a  year 
i^r  the  first  blood  was  spilt  in  the  revolution- 
ary conflict,  before  tbey  made  a  declaration  of 
independence. 

If  Uie  ot{]  ect  of  proonring  our  ackowledgment 
of  the  new  Government  of  Texas  be  to  facilitate 
the  design  of  her  incorporation  into  this  Union, 
(and  that  she  seeks  uiis  connection,  we  well 
know,  from  her  own  solemn  acts  and  avowals,) 
how  can  those  who  are  opposed  to  audi  a 
measure  give  their  assent  to  any  course  of  pro- 
ceeding that  leads  direotiy  to  its  aocompuah- 
mentt 

Sir,  I  shall  not  permit  myself  to  be  drawn 
into  the  discnssion  of  any  question  to  which  a 
direct  proposition  to  annex  Texas  to  the  United 
States  might  very  properly  j^ve  liae.  Ia  rela- 
tion to  that  munoitons  snl^eot  I  will  now  only 
that  Bofflcieat  for  the  di^  ia  the  evil  timw^ 
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and  that,  in  my  jadgmeQt^  evil  irill  be  tb»  daj 
vhen  that  rnusboa  duUl  oome  to  be  serioiuly 
entertaiQed  by  the  ooanoUa  of  Has  nation.  I 
have  noticed  it  now  becaoso  it  naturally  con- 
nects itself  with  the  proposition  before  na,  in 
the  aspect  in  which  I  naye  been  c(msidering  it. 
The  friends  of  annexation  are  consistent  in  vot- 
ing for  Tecognition ;  hnt  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  former,  and  who  belieTe,  as  I  do,  that  it 
is  the  end,  and  the  latter  the  means,  cannot 
oonaBtentl7  give  their  snpport  to  the  present 
moTement.  If  no  ot^er  objection  existed  to 
the  recognition  of  Texas,  I  regard  this  as  de- 
oinve,  till  she  can  give  satisfaotory  evidence  of 
her  dedre  to  have  independwoe  for  the  sake 
cf  independence^  and  not  that  she  may  barter 
h  sw^y.  Bat,  nr,  other  objeotioma  do  exist, 

Heidoo  is  DDT  neighbor,  with  whom  we  main- 
tain d^domatio  and  pemmercial  relations,  and 
]iave  a  treaty  which'  seoares,  as  far  as  treaty 
Bl^ralations  can  do,  an  inviolable  friendship  be- 
twem  the  two  nations.  Are  we  not  bonnd,  by 
every  oonsideration  of  national  comity  and 
plicated  fHendship,  to  confer  with  Mexico  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  rect^ize  the  independence 
of  one  of  her  revolted  provinces  ?  for  many 
years,  and  nntil  within  a  few  weeks  past,  we 
have  had  a  minister  resident  in  Mexico.  I  un- 
derstand he  has  bad  no  conference  or  corre- 
Bpondence  whatever  with  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment on  the  snl^ect  of  the  civil  war  in  Texas ; 
nor  have  we  in  aaj  other  manner  given  any 
intimaticm  ot  onr  intention  to  acknowledge  the 
separate  existence  of  that  province.  On  that 
■nbject  we  have  maintained  an  ominons  silence 
towards  Mexico ;  yet  presoraing,  X  fear,  on  her 
Inability  to  resent  the  a£^nt^we  are  abont  to 
in^de  ourselves  into  her  affairs.  It  is  tme 
Mexico  ia  torn  by  internal  dissenrions,  her 
treasury  is  ezbansted,  her  army  mntinons,  her 
people  discontented  and  rent  by  fiution;  but 
her  weakness  cannot  release  ns  £K>m  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  by  onr*nentral  character,  nor 
from  the  dn^  of  practising  towards  her  that 
oonrtesy  whldi  is  dne  from  one  friendly  power 
to  aootiier.  Her  misfortnnea  ongbt  nither  to 
inqnreho-nuwo  pro^mroasmd  powerM  neigh- 
bors  with  sentiments  of  forbearance  and  respect 
for  her  feelings  in  the  honr  of  her  adversity. 
To  take  advantage  of  her  ^stresses  wonid  ill 
become  the  character  of  a  magnanimons  nation, 
"We  might  at  least  ask  Ifoxico  whether  ^  still 
intends  to  persist  in  the  attempt  to  reduce  the 
Texians  to  obedience,  and,  perhaps,  ooold  sng- 
gest  some  method  by  which  a  reconciliation 
miebt  be  effected,  conmstently  with  the  honor 
and  interest  of  both  parties.  Bnch  a  course  of 
conduct  wonld  be  entirdy  respectful  ud  con- 
ciliatory, and  it  has  the  ad^tioual  recommenda- 
tion of  being  in  sbict  accordance  with  the  f6r- 
mer  praetioe  ot  this  Goramment  in  similar 
droDmstanoen  Bo  oaotioai,  not  to  tardy, 
wofl  this  GoTonment  in  its  morements  towards 
a  recognition  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South 
Amwioa,  that  as  late  as  the  year  1821  the  pe- 
riod had  not  then  arrived,  in  the  (pinion  of  the 


Execntave,  for  the  interferenoe  of  this  Qovera- 
ment ;  for  althoof^  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  that  year,  had  declared  "  it  had  long 
been  manifest  that  it  wonld  be  impossible  for 
Spun  to  reduce  these  colonies  by  force,  and 
equally  so  that  no  oonditicm  short  of  their  ind»- 
pendHwe  would  be  satisfactory  to  them,"  yet 
he  proposed  nothing  further  in  their  &vor  than 
to  urge  upon  the  Gkivemment  of  Spain  the  jus- 
tioe  and  policy  uf  her  immediate  reoognitioa  of 
their  independeoioe. 

Mr.  HuHTSuur  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

I  live  in  a  section  of  the  country  convenient 
to  Texas,  where  the  intercourse  between  us  is 
quite  frequent ;  where  our  communications  .are 
nnlntermpted ;  where  many  of  the  friends^ 
relatives,  saA  conneotlons  of  my  orautitnents 
have  located  tfaemselTes ;  and  I  claim  the  ri^lit 
to  know  aometl^big  of  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  whole  controversy.  As  time  is  precuona, 
I  will  run  rapidly  over  the  main  &cts  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  with  the  h<^  that,  when 
the  House  shall  be  put  in  fall  possesraon  thereof 
neither  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
enoe  of  Texas,  nor  a  salary  and  outfit  for  a  min- 
ister, will  be  withheld  from  that  countiy.  An- 
tecedent to  the  establishment  of  the  imperial 
Qovemment  nnder  Iturbide,  in  May,  182^  and 
while  these  colonies  were  strngBling  for  inde- 
pendence from  the  yoke  of  old  S^&in,  many 
Amerieans  engaged  m  the  Uerioan  servioe,  to 
aid  and  as^  in  achieving  that  independence 
for  the  South  American  provinoes,  which  was 
achieved.  For  these  services  the  new  Govern- 
ment had  nothing  to  give,  but  promised  those 
enterprising  Amerionns  large  bounties  in  land. 
Amongst  others  of  that  day  (who  fought  in  the 
Mexican  wars)  of  my  acquaintance,  there  is  one 
deserving  of  particular  mention ;  I  mean  Col- 
onel Beuoen  Boss,  of  Tennessee.  I  believe  he 
was  a  m^ve  of  Virginia.  He  bad  a  odlonera 
command  in  the  Mexican  service,  and  went 
through  many  hard-fought  battles  with  the 
royal  forces,  and  upon  one  memwable  oooanon, 
when  he  was  In  commoDd  in  an  engagement, 
the  various  evolntious  which  are  jroqusnt  in 
battles  brou^t  him  In  contact  with  the  com- 
mander of  the  royal  forces,  both  on  horseback. 
The  intrepid  and  gallant  Boss,  whose  soul  burnt 
high  with  patriotism  and  noble  daring,  attacked 
the  Don  in  rinf^e  combat.  The  Spaniard  feU. 
and  Boss  lost  a  flnger.  The  Government  of 
Mexico  awarded  him  a  laige  body  of  land  in 
Texas.  He  was  my  constituent :  he  lived  then 
in  a  district  I  had  the  honor  of  representing  in 
the  Swate  of  Tennessee.  After  ute  independ- 
ence ot  the  country  was  established,  and  the 
authority  of  old  Sp^  had  ceased,  Colonel  Boas 
procnred  his  grants  for  the  lands,  and  upon  his 
retnm  home  he  was  treaoherandy  mnrdered, 
with  most  of  his  company,  hi  the  Hezioan  do- 
minions, by  those  same  Spanterda  whom  he  had 
so  long  and  so  nobly  fought  to  make  free.  I 
mention  this  &ot  to  show  that  many  of  the 
Amerioina  foai^t  for  the  Marinana  then,  aa 
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well  as  th^  have  fought  for  the  Tezia&s  nnoe 
— that  these  lands  were  dearljr  bonght.  I 
could,  tf  time  would  permit,  cite  many  daring 
deeds  of  valor  performed  hr  Boas  and  others, 
whioh  eqnal  the  battle  of  Jadnto,  the  Alamo, 
or  any  other,  agunat  the  armies  of  old  Spain. 
I  contend  that  the  Kexioan  GtoTenuaeBt  has 
kn  reasm  to  complain  of  aa  InterfiBrenee 
Tolnnteers  from  the  United  Statoi,  and  of  ue 
proprietor  oi  ma  eoknowledgment  of  the  Tezian 
independence,  than  any  people  upon  the  faoe 
of  the  earth.    It  was  precisely  what  she  im- 

Slored  of  our  citizens  in  her  oonteet  with  old 
pain.  She  soiight  the  aid  of  our  citizens  to 
iSffnt  her  battles.  Sbe  soi^ht  our  empathies 
and  onr  prayers  for  her  aaooees.  Bhe  sought 
an  acknowled^ent  of  her  independenots  vmle 
tiie  royal  armies  were  yet  in  some  portions  of 
the  country,  and  in  possession  of  some  of  tJie 
strongest  forts.  She  obtained  it  all.  And,  pre- 
anppotjng  that  eveiy  word  of  oompl^t  which 
has  been  so  doleAilIy  uttered  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Ohio  and  Ua88aohnsett&  ui  K^jard  to  onr 
oiterprimnK  yonog  men  seeniv  lOTioe  in  the 
armies  of  "^xaa,  is  tme^  It  is  no  more  than  was 
soHeifeed,  accepted,  and  sanefioned  witii  great 
Joy  by  the  If  encuia^  upon  prec^ly  a  similar 
occasion,  between  tiiem  and  old  Spain.  Mex- 
ico waa  extremely  willing  to  reoeiTe  the  Tolan- 
taiy  fdd  of  onr  enterpriring  men  then ;  bnt,  like 
the  lawyer's  ox  that  was  gored  by  the  bml  of 
the  finrmer,  it  alters  the  case  now. 

Bat  to  proceed  with  the  history :  BeTolntion 
succeeded  revolation  in  the  South  American 
proTinces  and  Spanish  Nwth  America.  In 
kar,  18S3,  Oeneral  Itnrbfdss  by  f^sd,  fimw, 
and  the  asristanee  of  the  Oasbolio  priestiiood, 
(who  are  in  all  oonntrios  more  opposed  to  re- 

Sbncaa  gOTemment  and  llbolj  <^  man 
m  any  other  eect,)  established  an  imperial 
Government,  and  was  diosm  Emperor.  The 
example  of  oor  GJovemment,  which  1^  oon- 
tignoQS,  and  the  germs  of  liberty  whi<di  bcigan 
to  ^ront  from  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  onr 
InstituMons,  and  an  intermixture  with  a  few  of 
onr  men  in  their  armies,  in  a  short  time  pro- 
duced another  revolution.  Itorblde  was  do- 
throaed,  a  sratence  of  banishment  was  passed 
upon  him  I  he  weat  into  exile,  retumeo,  was 
taken  captive,  and  shot.  Victoria  waa  elected 
"by  the  pecmle ;  'a  TepnbKoaa  omitttatioo  was 
fbrmed,  mMdlsd  in  most  (tf  iti  leadiiw  prin^ 
dplee  in  imitation  of  that  of  the  United  States : 
notwithstanding  this,  he  had  to  encounter  dvii 
wan,  consfdrades,  treasons,  and  reb^ima,  dur- 
ing all  bis  administration.  Pedrazia,  elected 
snooesBor  to  Victoria,  was  In  a  short  time  de- 
posed by  Guerrero,  who  in  bis  turn  was  de- 
posed by  Bostamente,  uid  at  length  he  was 
deposed  and  driven  into  exile  by  the  modem 
Napoleon  of  tite  South,  Santa  Anna,  who  had 
waded  through  seas  of  blood,  and  mountains  of 
carnage,  and  the  perfidy  of  tlie  priesthood,  to 
empire.  He  abolished  the  Ck>ngress  of  the  re- 
public by  a  military  decree^  organized  a  tribun^ 
eoBspoied  ct  his  own  mt^Biam  ta  its  plaos^ 


merely  to  rwlater  liis  de^tio  decrees.  Ha 
aboUdied  the  local  le^alatone,  estaUiahed  mil- 
itaiy  and  arbltraiy  tribunals  in  their  place, 
abolished  tiie  trial  by  jury,  and  settled  down  in 
a  complete  dee|iotiam  of  we  worst  kind,  because 
it  waa  a  ndHtary  oda.  To  this  |«ostrati(m  of 
the  oonstitat^  that  he  had  sworn  and  foi^ht 
to  nippOTt,  the  overthrowing  of  a  goronment 
of  liber^  and  laws,  the  aboUahment  of  tiie 
trial  by  Jury,  and  the  eetablidmient  of  a  mil- 
itary de^Mitiam,  the  people  of  Texas  objected. 
There  was  much  of  that  An^o-Saxon  blood, 
descended  from  that  inunortal  band  of  En^ah- 
men  who  took  their  honnr  in  one  liana  and 
their  sword  in  the  other,  and  obtained  magna 
eharta  from  King  John. 

Santa  Anna  being  enraged  at  the  thought  of 
renstanoe  to  his  decrees  from  a  few  thousand 
Texiana,  when  he  had  fotij^t  and  o(Hiquered 
through  millions  until  the  imperial  diadem  was 
ready  to  be  placed  mm  his  head,  swore  utter 
extermlnaticm  from  toe&oeof  the  earth  of  all 
the  inhabitants  <tf  Tezoi,  and  partloiilariy  of  tho 
N<»tii  Amerioan  or  An^Saxon  raoe,  not  erai 
aparing  the  women  and  diildren.  Witii  thli 
-new  be  started  for  Texas  at  &»  heed  oi  bto 
hosts,  to  execute  his  infernal  purpose.  Bnt^ 
Ut,  Ohainnan,  it  beoomea  necessary  for  me  to 
leave  him  upon  the  road  to  Texas,  and  return  to 
that  gallant  people^  for  the  pnrpoee  of  brinfpng 
up  their  history  from  where  I  left  it,  in  the 
hands  of  the  gallant  Boss,  before  t^e  establiah* 
ment  of  the  empire,  under  Itnrbide.  It  will  btf 
held  in  remembrance  that  Boas  and  others  re- 
ceived grants  for  their  services,  peifonned 
against  the  royal  foroea  <tf  old  ^ain,  befiwe  tiw 
eoknowledgment  ot&a  independence  ot  Texasi 
During  all  the  civil  wars  and  eonvulskna,  oon« 
Bpirades  and  rebeUkms,  that  took  plaoe  in  fhrn 
Hexioan  repubUo,  from  the  eetablislunflnit  of 
their  federal  oonstitution,  in  1824,  the  Oovern- 
ment  had  been  inviting  foreipurB  frtxn  every 
country  to  go  and  settle  in  Texas,  and  carry  as 
many  families  as  possible ;  every  indncemoit 
waa  held  out  to  invite  emigration  thit^ier ;  large 
bounties  of  land  were  offered  for  this  purpose. 
The  reason  for  this  proceeding  was  obvious^ 
Being  torn  to  pieces  by  civil  and  central  revo- 
lutions, whioh  Boooeeded  each  other  in  r^id 
snooesaion,  their  finances  were  exhaosted,  their 
armies  were  wasting  away  in  civil  wars,  their 
convnlsicais  were  so  quidc  and  terrible  that 
Uiey  oonld  not  tpun  dUier  men  or  nHoej  to 
defend  the  ihntiws  against  the  bal^tDal  attaeka 
of  the  Oamanche  and  otlier  hostile  Lkdiaa 
tribes.  Snoh  a  scourge  had  those  Indians  Uh 
come  to  the  frontier  settlemwtB  and  to  T^u^ 
that  they  at  pleasure  overran  the  ^aniah  towns 
and  villagea,  took  the  inhabitants  into  c^tivity, 
and  made  servants  of  them.  In  other  instances 
these  hordes  of  barbarians  would  take  poesee- 
rion  of  the  frontier  towns,  compel  the  inhab- 
itants, who  were  large  owners  of  stock,  to  go 
imd  drive  up  their  own  horses,  mules,  and  cat- 
tle, until  these  Indians  woola  select  all  the 
most  valuable  of  them,  and  drive  tbsm  aSy  after 
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oommittiiif^  aots  of  rapine  and  mnrder  of  the 
most  atrociooB  oharaoter  npon  the  inhabitants, 
and  no  help  ooold  be  rooeired  from  the  Got- 
emment  of  Mexico. 

These  enormities  were  repeated  year  after 
year,  and  no  proq>eot  of  better  things  was  in 
antirapation.  To  stop  tiiose  lawless  exeorrions 
of  plunder,  mnrder,  and  robbery,  to  beat  back 
those  ferooions  barbarians,  and  protect  the 
Spanish  citizens  who  were  the  annual  victims 
fa  rapine  and  vlolenoe,  the  Mexican  Qovem- 
ment  adopted  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
affording  that  relief  that  she  had  in  her  power 
to  render.  It  was  to  make  large  grants  of  land 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  would 
either  pay  money  at  a  stipnlated  price  into 
their  empty  coffers,  or  who  would  settle  down 
with  one,  two,  three,  or  four  hundred  famiUes, 
npon  those  Iwda,  and  deftnd  the  oonntry  from 
Hie  BAvage  inroads. 

I  permnaJly  knew  of  some  o(mn>aiue8  who 
va«  organised  in  Tennesiee.  They  elected 
thdr  representativea,  sent  them  to  the  dty  of 
Mexico,  pnblioly  and  notwiondy,  without  anj 
guile,  fraad,  or  (nroumvention,  to  negotiate  thu 
bnaineas.  I  will  moition  the  names  of  three 
of  these  representativoa  or  ambassadors,  who 
wer«  despatched  upon  this  mission:  Oolond 
Andrew  Erwin,  who  bad  been  for  a  number 
of  years  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  and 
ako  Tennessee  Legislatures,  and  a  gentleman  of 
considerable  talents  and  experience,  together 
Vith  Doctor  Dongjass  and  Colonel  John  X>.  Mar- 
tin, a  lawyer  of  high  standing.  They  went,  as 
well  as  the  representatives  from  other  com- 
panies, to  tin  oi^  of  Mexico,  and  remaned 
some  months  npon  the  business  of  this  mission. 

After  a  ftall  examination  of  'tiie  ctmstitntion 
ot  1824,  establisliing  a  Federal  Oovenunent, 
with  fall  guarantees  for  the  perfect  ei^joyment 
of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  a  toleration 
^  their  religion,  and  other  r^hts  and  immuni- 
ties dmilar  to  our  own,  a  number  of  purchases 
were  made,  mostly  for  the  consideration  of 
obtaining  settlers  npon  those  lands.  Grants 
were  iasued.  The  grantees  proonred  settlers, 
and  emigrated  to  the  oountiy.  Immediately, 
opon  these  events,  the  savage  roamed  no  longer 
In  hostile  array  over  the  plams  of  Texas.  They 
were  beat  back  into  their  ovn  bonndaries. 
The  tomahawk  and  soalpins-knife  rested  flrom 
their  labors.  The  Spaniard  sat  down  under 
bis  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and  eqjoyed  his  prop- 
wty  and  the  fhiita  of  nta  industry  in  peace. 
The  Anglo-Saxon  blood  which  had  ^t  into  the 
oonntry  was  a  P;^!'^  guarantee  agamst  lawless 
depredation.  The  sebOers  furnished  their  own 
gana,  their  own  provisions,  thor  own  ammuni- 
tion ;  the  Mezicaa  Government  did  not  even 
flirnish  ao  mwk  aa  one  flint  to  aid  In  this 
matter. 

But  the  frontier  settlements  were  secured, 
when  Bustamente  undertook  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  his  oonntry,  in  <me  of  the  many 
Mexican  revolutions.  Santa  Anna  declared 
himself  the  champion      the  ooDatitntioa  of 
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1824,  the  defender  of  the  Federal  Government. 
He  had  previous  to  that  defeated  tiie  last  mad 
expedition  that  had  been  sent  out  by  old  Spain 
to  subjugate  the  South  American  provinces. 
He  became  the  hm>  of  Tampico.  The  patriots 
of  Mexieo  looked  to  him  topot  down  the  t^nuit 
Bustaraente.  The  Texlana  hoisted  hia  flu-nt 
was  considered  then  the  flag  of  Hbert;— 4h^ 
took  two  forta  with  th^  riflesL  and  left  Santa 
Anna  to  operato  in  the  centre,  without  havii^ 
a  foe  in  their  country.  He  did  operate ;  ho 
deposed  Bustamente.  But,  to  the  great  morti- 
flcation  and  disappomtment  of  iJl  the  friends 
of  liberty  tbrooghont  the  world,  he  got  into 
power  under  prettmoe  of  patriotism,  and  inatBnt> 
ly  overturned  the  constitntiim  of  bis  counttT-. 
He  started  to  rivet  the  chains  of  despotism  by 
Polishing  free  government,  and  substituting  a 
military  one,  in  the  manner  I  before  related. 
He  came.  The  splendid  defence  of  Cobncd 
Fanning,  in  destnmng  nine  hundred  of  Santa 
Anna's  men  with  lesa  than  half  that  nnmben 
and  placing  Aon  d»  0Mi5at  aeveral  hundreds  of 
others,  wiu  live  Immortal  in  story ;  and  not- 
withstanding the  warrior  and  hb.  brave  litUe 
band  have  sank  into  the  tomb  by  the  blackest 
treachery,  instead  of  the  force  of  the  Spaniard's 
prowess,  yet  ages  unborn  will  drop  a  tear  of 
admiration  and  sympathy  upon  the  tombs  oi 
those  inrnwdated  nenws,  as  they  pass  the  &t«d 
spot. 

Next  m  order  is  the  Alamo,  where  the  brave 
and  gallant  Crockett,  with  his  one  hundred  and 
fifty  compeers,  headed  by  himself  and  Colonel 
Travis,  made  a  defence  Bgainnt  five-and-twen(7 
hundred  Mexicans,  which  would  do  honor  to 
any  general  in  anv  age.  And  althou^  they 
fell,  tney  fell  like  the  strong  man  of  old :  tbey 
pulied  down  the  pillars  of  Suita  Anna's  strength 
with  them ;  for  that  immortal  littie  band  de- 
stroyed fourteen  hundred  of  the  enemies  of 
liberty,  and  shed  a  lustre  of  immortality  around 
their  names  which  will  secure  them  the  bright- 
est page  in  history.  Their  heroic  deeds  wiU  be 
told  in  poetry  and  song  to  generations  yet  nn- 
bom,  and  the  blood  that  was  shed  at  the  Alamo 
will  generate  millions  of  men,  to  fight  the  batties 
of  freedom  throughout  the  world.  . 

A  bi^Uant  feat  is  yet  to  follow.  Houston 
and  his  army  were  alive,  and  the  God  of  battles 
was  with  them.  Tho  battle  of  San  Jadnto  soon 
followed,  which  sealed  the  tyrant'sftte,  redeem- 
ing a  country  from  bondage,  and  proved  to  tho 
world  that  tyranny  and  oppresuon  cannot  pre- 
Tsil  agunst  that  indomiteble  Anglo-Sftxon  spirit 
which  is  now  pervading  the  whole  earth. 

'What  I  have  sud,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been 
for  the  ear  of  those  who  have  tbooght  less,  and 
perhwB  examined  less,  upon  the  suhject  of  Texas 
than  I  have.  Many  have  gone  from  my  district, 
and  settied  in  that  country ;  some  of  them  have 
liud  down  their  lives  in  battling  for  their  rights ; 
others  have  relations  yet  remaining,  who  feel 
intensely  for  those  who  have  gone  there.  This 
question  must  and  will  be  disposed  of  aft  this 
sesdon  in  some  wi^.  We  cannot  expeefc  to 
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sadsfy  all ;  it  is  needless  to  wait  for  tliat  If 
■we  were  to  w^t  an^  the  morning  of  the  resur- 
rection, maaj  here  would  not  vote  for  the 
recognition.  Other  and  far  different  motives 
than  the  ritnation  of  the  contending  parties 
win  govern  the  action  of  a  pcoiaon  of  this 
Hooie.  There  are  some  who  feel  scoaewhat 
Eristoorattcal  by  natare,  and  have  no  rig^t  good 
wUl  for  n^woan  forms  oi  gOTemmoit  any 
how ;  tiiere  are  others  in  the  Knth  and  East 
who  tiiink  that  an  annexaUon  of  Texia  to  the 
XTiUted  States  mi^t  probably  fcdlow  a  reoog- 
nWon  of  her  independence,  and  that  the  balance 
of  power  would  DO  thrown  In  that  direction; 
others  are  foarfol  it  will  be  a  aUiTeholding 
oonntry.  We  may  as  well  meet  the  question 
at  once;  it  has  to  be  met,  and  that  shortly. 
No  one  can  posnbly  suppose  that  Hexioo  can 
ever  reassert  her  power  in  Texas.  If  I  were 
permitted  to  nse  the  langnage  d  the  heathen 
mytholo^sts,  I  should  say  that  an  assembly  of 
the  gods  had  congregated  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  takhig  into  eonrideration  the  wrwigs 
and  oppresrtooB  inflioted  npon  Texas,  and  that 
a  decree  had  been  rerfstered  in  high  hearw 
that  Texas  shall  hencmyrth  be  fre%  sovereign, 
and  independent. 


WnHnsDAT,  ICaroh  1. 

Sanii—Seeretary      il«  l^etoMur^— 

ffaling  CommitUe. 

Mr.  Gablasd,  of  Virginia,  from  a  minority 
of  the  Select  Oommittee  appointed  on  the  41^ 
day  oi  January  last,  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deporft  of  pablio 
money  have  employed  an  agent,  to  reiMe  at 
the  seat  of  Qovemment,  to  transact  ^ir  busi- 
ness at  the  Treasury  Department;  deo^  tiie 
character  of  such  biuiness ;  the  o(»npensation 
received  by  siUd  agent ;  whether  employed  at 
the  request  or  through  the  procnrement  of  the 
Treasury  Department:  whetner  he  receives  com- 
pensation from  the  Treasory  Department,  Ac, 
reported  thereon  at  length,  omudtidUig  wuh  tiie 
fouowing  resolutions : 

1.  Sttolwed,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  the  serenl  banks  employed  fbr  the  depddt  of 
the  public  money  have  Dot  all,  or  any  of  them,  by 
j<uiit  or  aeveral  contract,  employed  an  agent,  to  re- 
ride  at  the  seat  Gonmment,  to  transut  their  bns- 
faiess  with  the  Treasury  Department 

9.  RetoUmL,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  no  o^t  for  the  tnaaaction  al  bosfauss  between 
the  deposit  banks  and  the  TreoBory  Department  has 
been  empricy ed  at  the  request  or  throa^  ^  pro- 
curement of  said  Department. 

8.  Xetolved,  (as  uu  opinion  of  this  oommittee,) 
That  the  badness  of  the  deposit  baoka  with  the 
Treasury  Deputmeut  is  not  ooadocted  thnnq^  iny 
agent,  but  is  transacted  dlrec^  irith  tbe^eore- 
tioy  of  the  Treasury  or  some  officer  of  tbe  Depart- 
ment 

4.  SttolMt^  (as  die  upbika  of  this  oomudtlee,) 
Hut  m  agent  la  any  wey  omnected  vidi  tbepiA- 


lio  deposits,  ^ce  the  lemoval  of  said  deposits  fton 
the  Bank  the  Fnited  States,  has  recdved  anycom- 
penaatifw  from  the  Treasury  Departmmt 

B.  JtMolvtd,  (u  the  opinion  of  this  oonunittee,) 
That  several  of  the  depodk  banlcs  liave  employed 
an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Govemment,  for 
the  purpose  of  receirii^  and  transmitting  informa- 
tion affecting  the  interests  of  said  banks,  both  from 
the  Treasury  Department  and  other  sources,  sod 
transmitting  public  documents;  that  agent  ie Ren- 
ben  M.  Whitney,  who  receiveii  sudi  salary  from  nid 
banks  as  they  annually  deem  his  serrloes  worth. 

Which  said  reaolntions  Ue  upon  the  leaker's 

table. 

Hr.  Fkttoh,  from  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted, at  length,  the  views  of  the  minority, 
aooompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  same, 
with  uie  aocompai»ing  documents,  be  insertea 
in  the  journal  of  Um  House,  as  oontuning  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  this  committee ;  and 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  of  said 
oommittee  be  committed  to  the  Committee  oi 
the  whole  Honae  on  the  state  of  the  Unioii, 
witlk  Insbnotiona  to  report  a  IhU  rat^Uting  in 
fotore,  under  soffident  penalties,  the  communi- 
cation of  aeoret  intelligence,  hj  the  Secretair 
of  the  Treasmy,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  depoau 
or  any  other  buiksL  which  concerns  all  banka 
alike. 

Fhtndi  reeehahle/bT  Zanda  and  Cuttomrhovte 
Dutia. 

Fattox  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  tiie  Senate's  bill 
designating  and  limiting  the  funds  rec^vabla 
for  the  revenne  of  the  United  Statea;  whioh 
was  agreed  to— ^eas  116,  nays  28. 

This  bill  had  been  reported  back  to  the 
House,  with  the  fidlowing  amendment : 

"  And  be  it  Jvrthtr  maeted.  That  no  part  of  this 
act  shall  be  construed  as  repeaHng  any  existu^  kw 
relative  to  tbe  oolleetion  of  nierevaoneftmacutcHU 
or  public  lands  in  the  legal  mrmaajt  ores  sobsMo^ 
fng  bank  notes  of  any  dracriptlon  as  a  lawAil  curreBsy 
fw  fxAn,  as  provided  in  the  Constitntton  of  the  Uidtsd 
States;  nor  to  deprive  the  Secretary  chT the  Treasuiy 
of  the  power  to  direct  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  revenue,  whetber  derived  tnaa.  duties^ 
taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  the  ptd>lic  lands,  not  to  re- 
ceive in  payment,  for  any  sum  due  to  the  United 
States^  tbe  notes  of  ai^  bank  or  banks  idiidi  tlw  said 
Secretary  may  have  reason  to  believe  unworthy  <tf 
credit,  or  wUdi  he  iqqir^aids  may  be  0(BnpeIled  to 
snqtend  spede  paymentsi" 

Ur.  Oauhbsleno  said  that,  at  any  other 
period  of  the  seesion  than  the  preewt,  be  might 
have  addressed  some  remarka  to  tiie  Hooae  on 
this  subject,  but  he  would  now  fiobear.  Xha 
Oommittee  <tf  Waya  and  Ibana,  for  the  puipoae 
of  lareventing  a  misomstniotion  itf  the  act,  and 
seouring  tiie  pnUio  revenne  from  serious  frauds, 
had  brought  forward  this  amendment  It  wa^ 
however,  for  the  House  to  adopt  or  rdect  it^ 
as  they  thought  proper;  but  he  hoped' tiiose 
raitlemai  who  were  so  aolidtoaB  abont  tiiis 
nil  would  grant  Um  the  ^Mlege  of  recwdti^ 
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Lis  TotQ  upon  the  Amendment.  Ur.  0.  then 
oallod  for       yeas  and  naje;  vliioh  were 

ordered. 

Kr.  L^wBENOB  said  he  wonld  not  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Honse  more  than  a  moment. 
Ihe  ameodmeDt,  he  apprehoi^d,  was  new  to 
most  of  the  members  upon  this  floor.  He  had 
examined  it  carefoUy,  and  he  believed  that  the 
«0»ot  of  it,  if  it  passed,  would  be  to  legalize 
powers  that  were  clumed  and  exerdsed  bj  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasojy,  which  were  before, 
to  8^  the  least,  very  donhtfiiL  Its  effect 
would  be  to  destrOT-  the  bill,  to  neutralize  and 
to  nnllilV  every  viuaable  provl^on  in  it.  He 
stated  tma  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  West; 
for,  if  he  understood  the  amendment,  its  efiOsct, 
if  carried  out,  woold  be  the  same  as  the  Treas- 
ury order,  viz :  to  bring  the  whole  country,  in 
the  region  of  the  land  offices,  down  to  a  apede 
bads;  to  drive  from  ciroulatiott  every  bank 
note,  whic^  would  be  converted  into  apede^  is- 
Boed  by  the  banks  in  tiM  nd|^iborhood  of  12ie 
land  offloes ;  and,  in  plaoe  of  tiiefr  own  psfier, 
bave  in  cironloUon  the  notes  of  ffiatant  buiks 
— those  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  New 
En^and. 

He  did  not  give  his  assent  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill ;  it  was  not  one  whicn  he 
would  have  offered,  nor  was  it  the  best  bill 
that  could  have  been  presented  and  matured. 
He  took  this  occasion  to  say  ttu^  he  deemed 
the  whole  system  of  banking,  the  whole  finan- 
cial operations  of  t^e  Government,  so  far  as  the 
currency  was  concerned,  as  in  a  distracted  con- 
dition, and  such  08  did  not  meet  bis  ooneur- 
Tmoe.  He  believed  it  was  a  syston  which, 
■ocmer  ot  later,  would  inflict,  must  infiiiA,  on 
.fhe  country  a  oalamitj  which  now  was  ivob- 
ably  little  ontioipated.  He  believed  liiat  the 
cwrenoy  of  this  wide-extended  country  never 
eonld  be  properly  regulated  without  some  great 
central  contndling  power  over  the  State  banks. 
But  he  would  not  now  go  farther  into  the  sub- 
ject, because  ho  knew  tiiat  the  time  of  the 
House  was  too  valuable,  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  to  be  occupied  by  him. 

Mr.  MA2nr,  of  New  Yor^  said  gentlemen 
looked  upon  this  bill  as  a  repeal  of  the  Treas- 
xaj  order.  This  was  not  so ;  because  at  last  it 
left  the  matter  with  the  Becratary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  he  ventured  to  say,  if  the  bill  was 
BOW  passed,  the  qieoie  order  would  not  be  re- 
pealed. It  did  not  require  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaory  to  receive  the  notes  of  spede-pi^ing 
banks  for  the  puUio  revenue,  but  left  it  oiaore- 
ttonoty  witii  him  to  do  eo  or  not  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Wsts  and 
Heans  merely  declared  the  effect  tibie  pro* 
visions  of  the  constitution,  which  were  para- 
mount to  all  the  laws  which  could  be  passed  on 
the  subjeet  If  ^e  bill  went  to  legalize  tlie 
notes  of  any  banks  in  payment  for  the  public 
revenue,  he  ventured  to  assert  that  it  would 
receive  but  few  votes  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Mboxb  made  some  remarks  in  appoA' 
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,tion  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Ur. 
ICato,)  and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Hr.  BovLDiN  merely  rose  to  say  that  he 
should  vote  on  the  various  bills,  propositionsi 
and  amendments,  relating  to  the  ourr«iey  and 
money  in  which  the  pnblio  dues  were  collected, 
as  it  mi^t  seem  best,  or  rather,  least  mis- 
chievous. Br  these  votes  be  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  to  mean  that  any  remedy  could 
be  found  for  the  evil  proposed  to  be  cured  or 
affected — pretended  to  be  designed  by  these 
measures  to  be  cured.  He  meant  the  evil  aris- 
ing out  of  having  in,  or  passing  through, 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  such  vast  sums 
of  money  as  are,  and  have  been,  and  probably 
will  be  fw  some  time. 

He  sidd  he  did  not  mean  to  advocate  distri- 
bution,  tariff  breach  of  constitutum,  consolida- 
tion ;  nothing  like  it.  All  this  thing  is  done. 
The  money  has  been  raised  almost  at  the  pcrfnt 
of  the  bayonet,  or  ratlier  the  sums  that  p^  off 
our  debtj^  and  left  this  balonoe  under  protect- 
ing dudea ;  gainst  wMoh  he  had  labomd  all 
he  could,  and  all  in  vidn.  'Whatsbonldbedcme 
with  themt  He  knew  they  eom^ed  the 
people's  ^enta,  in  the  States  as  well  as  here. 
Those  agents  are  neither  better  nor  worse  thai} 
they  are  here.  This  is  the  reason  that  we  can- 
not find  out  and  agree  upon  what  shall  be  done 
with  the  money.  They  that  have  it  there,  as 
w^  as  they  that  have  it  here,  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  it. 

Fattor  supported  the  biU,  and  opposed 
the  amendment,  whleh  he  insisted  went  to 
nullify  the  bill 

Hr.  SuTHEKLAHXs  remortiiK  Hak  the  House 
and  the  nation  well  understood  the  whole  sub- 
ject demanded  the  pre^ous  question. 

Ur.  Gax3BAIth  inquired  if  tne  previous  ques- 
tion would  cut  off  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Keans. 

The  Chub  replied  that  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  success  of  that  motion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question — ^yeas  62,  nays  66. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  main  question  to 
be  now  put 

Hr.  MoOAinT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  148,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Uessrs.  Adams,  0.  AUu,  H.  ASeu,  An- 
tbooy,  Bsiley,  Beale,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
BouIdlD,  Bovee,  Bri^  Budutnan,  Buiu^  J.  Cal- 
hoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  G. 
(^tamtMrs,  J.  Chambers,  Chapman,  Chetwood,  CnOda, 
y.  H.  CUibcnne,  J.  F.  H.  Oaibome,  Clark,  Connor, 
Gorwin,  Cndg,  Crane,  Crary,  Cnahing,  Dawson,  Den- 
Dj,  Efanore,  Evana,  Everett,  Fowler,  Frendi,  J.  Gar- 
land, R.  Garland,  Gbolscn,  CMism,  Granger,  Graves, 
Gnyson,  Grenndl,  Oriffltt,  HUand  Hall,  Haiin<^, 
Harian,  Haiper,  8.  a  Qviison,  Binrkbs,  Hme^ 
Hawltine,  Henderaon,  Heister,  Heiod,  Hoar,  ao^ 
kins,  HowMd,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman, 
^g^ll,  Ingtuun,  W.  Jadcscm,  Janea,  Jenifer  J. 
W;  JoDM,  K%ore.  I«ne,  I^wler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G. 
Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leiria,  Unoola,  Love,  Looaa,  Lyon,  J. 
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ynm,  Hsrdn,  8.  HsBon,  Hanr;,  Kay,  McCuty,  Ho- 
Cunu,  UoKmuuii,  HcEim,  Heroer,  Hilligan,  Hoot- 
gcmeejf  Hornn,  tfonis,  Uuhlenbeig,  Oireiia,  Far- 
£er,  nttton,  D.  J.  PeBTOg,  J.  A.  Peirce,  Peanm, 
Fetttgrew,  Fhelpa,  FfaUl^  Fickeoa,  Bnckney.  FoUs, 
Beed,  Bencher,  Jobn  B^nolda,  BicbardBol,  Bobert- 
Bon,  ScdiendE,  W.  B.  Sbepwd,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
ShiddB,  Sode,  Blnme,  Spaogler,  8[»^e»  Standefer, 
Steele,  Storer,  Sutberiand,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomson, 
Turner,  Underwood,  VlnUm,  Wagener,  WadiiDgton, 
Webeter,  WUte,  Elisha  VhitUeBBy,  L.  WUUaui,  8. 
Williana,  YeU— 148. 

NATa.— Uesais.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bord,  Brown,  Bums,  Cambreleog, 
CStaoey,  Oiapin,  Coles,  Cushman,  Doableday,  Drom- 

fDle,  E&er,  lUrfield,  FarUn,  Fry,  FuIIct,  Gatbndth, 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Holt, 
Hnntington,  Jarvis,  0.  JtdmBon,  B.  Jones,  Laoaing, 
J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  A-  Uano,  W.  Ma- 
son, H.  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  HcLene,  Page, 
Faiks,  F.  Pierce,  Joseph  BeynoldB,  Bogera,  Sey- 
anar,  Siinn,  Siddes,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
TlmBlOD,  Turrill,  Taodeipoel,  Wanl,  Wazdwellr^O. 

So  the  bin  vaB  ordered  to  &  third  reading, 
and  was  that  read  a  third  tims  and  passed, 
(after  some  remarks  from  JSx.  HABnnr,  explsor 
atorr  of  his  reasons  for  voting  agunst  the 

m.)* 


Thtbsdat,  March  3. 
Inmatiffation  MeporU. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  Gablaxi^  the  report  of 


*  TUalilllitlio^iptadiigbothHaiiMabrHlaigaavata, 
did  aat  bMoma  bw,  nnabdiv  ooiipted  by  tlw  PiMUent 
on  uooant  of  fha  unoertalnty  of  Ua  pnvWoos,  after  ooual- 
tmdon  with  tho  AttonMy-Oeaeral,  (Be^famla  F.  BnOar, 
Eiq.,)  expUlnad  la  tbo  IbHowlng  dadarattoa  enatmnl- 
cated  b7  the  FrMldwt  to  CongraM,  snd  filad  In  tha  Sqpart- 
meat  of  Stato:— 

Reaaon*  PreaidetU  Jaekton  for  not  acting  d^m'lfvely  m 
tht  bill  eniilUd  An  act  deaignating  mid  limiting  the 
Jwnd»  reeeivaHejirr  the  revemtee  nf  the  United  iStote*," 

The  bill  froiatboBeBata,«atttlad'*AiiHtd«atKnEtlngaiid 
llmltlDc  the  ftinda  noelrable  for  the  rovennea  of  the  Cnltod 
6tat«a,*oame  to  my  hands  jmtiTiaj,  at  two  o'clock  f.  x. 
On  pernslDE  It,  I  fonnd  It*  pnvlslonB  so  complex  sod  tmoer- 
tiln,  that  I  dMiaed  It  neceMarr  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
Attotney-Oeaenl  of  the  United  States  on  sevenl  Imiwrtaiit 
aneatlons,toiiehtng  Its  constraetloii  a)idefbetj>«fl)re  leoald 
Molda  OB  the  dimoddon  to  be  made  of  IL  The  Attoniey- 
Ottoual  took  Dp  the  sabjeot  Immediately,  and  his  replf  was 
tepoKed  to  ne  tUa  day  at  flvo  o'clock  r.  K.  Aa  this  offleer, 
after  a  eareftil  and  laMriooe  examination  of  the  bill,  and  a 
distinct  ezpreaslon  of  his  opinion  on  the  ptrinti  proposed  to 
bim,  etIU  came  to  the  oonclnslou  that  the  ooastnietlon  of  tbe 
bUI,  should  It  become  a  law,  woold  be  yet  a  snbjeet  of  mnch 
perplezl^  and  donbt,  (e  view  of  tbe  bill  entlrefr  coincident 
wita  mj  own,)  and  as  I  cannot  think  It  proper.  In  a  matter 
of  snch  Interest  and  ot  aucta  constant  appllcatloiL  to  approve 
a  blB  eo  liable  to  dlrersilr  of  InterpretaUons,  and  more  e«pe- 
rlallj  aa  I  have  not  had  time,  amid  the  duties  eonatantly 
pnasiiw  on  me,  to  glre  the  sableetthat  deliberate  consldeis- 
tlon  which  Its  Importanoe  demands,  I  am  constrained  to  re- 
■  tain  tho  bill,  withoat  acUns  defloltlTelr  therein ;  and  to  the 
end  that  mj  reasons  for  tua  step  may  be  ftilly  nndentood 
I  shall  canae  this  pwer,  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attomej 
General,  and  the  bDl  In  oncetlon,  tn  be  deposited  la  tbe  Dc 
peitment  of  State.  'Washington,  March  8, 188T,  oaa-qoarter 
MAm  twelve  r, 

AHDBSW  JAOESOH. 
NoU^TUb  8d  of  Ibnbwas  the  last  day  (rf  Qenen]  Jack- 
aon's  presidential  serrloe ;  and,  as  he  held  that  the  day  ended 
at  mfdslcht,  be  took,  eara  to  do  fhto  last  cAdal  act  baton 
ttw  axplntlon  «f  Ob  dar,aaa  te  pNMm  the  eiUiBN  oru. 


[H.  OF  B. 

the  minority  of  the  Select  Committee  ot  which 
he  is  chfurman,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Gablasd  moved  to  print  G,000  extra 
copies  of  the  two  reports,  without  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  Honae  having  agreed  to  oonsider  the 
motion  at  this  time, 

Mr.  Hawbs  moved  to  amend  this  motion  bj 
adding  6,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Select 
Oonunittee  on  the  West  Point  Aoademy. 
Agireed  to-^eas  64,  mj%  48. 

tbrt^leatim  Wl— Deposit  ClavM. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  oertaln 
fortifications  for  the  year  1S87,  and  for  othtv 
parposeS)  had  been  retamed  trom  the  Senate 
with  an  amendment,  striking  out  that  portion 
of  the  bill  which  provides  that  the  money  which 
may  renudn  in  the  Treasnry  of  tha  United 
States  on  tiio  1st  of  Jaunary  next,  reserving 
five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deported  with 
tiie  several  States,  according  to  certain  pro- 
visions of  the  act  to  regolate  the  pnblic  de- 
pouta^  passed  Jane  28,  1886 ;  and  the  ^nestion 
was  on  conoorrlng  with  the  Senate  m  thdr 
amendment. 

tte.  Bill  said  he  wonld  make  bat  a  remark 
or  two  upon  the  motion  which  he  proposed  to 
make  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Honse  had  incorporated  the  olaase  for  a 
distribution  of  any  sniiilna  which  might  be  in 
the  Treasnry  at  the  end  of  the  year,  among  the 
States,  into  the  fortification  bill,  by  a  large  and 
decisive  majority.  The  Senate  amended  the 
bill  by  striking  oat  this  most  important  pro- 
vision ;  and  this  Eonse,  npon  a  reconMderatiim 
of  the  sQbjeot,  reaffirmed  their  first  deciucm, 
and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate^ 
by  a  mqjoii^  ec^iially  decisive,  uid  one  wliioh, 
under  the  dnntmstanoea,  I  mi^t  say  was  over- 
whelming. The  Senate  has  thon^t  proper, 
neverthcTeas,  to  inrist  npon  its  amendmoit; 
and  the  question  is  now  presented,  wfaetiier  we 
shall  recede  from  the  ground  we  have  taken,  or 
firmly  adhere  to  a  measore  which  we  beUere 
to  be  of  vital  Interest  The  question  is  one  of 
the  first  magnitnde,  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  connected  directly  with  the  permanent  in- 
terest and  welfare  of  the  whole  country.  We 
Iiave  now  to  decide  whether  this,  the  popular 
branch  of  the  Katioual  Legislatare — whether 
we,  tiie  representatives  of  tbe  people,  to  whom 
the  constitution  has  intrusted,  in  an  espetual 
manner,  the  guardianship  and  tbe  duty  of  pre- 
serving the  pnUio  treasure — shall  snrrender  up 
our  trust,  abandtm  our  own  views  pnbllo 
duty,  and  oonfbrm  to  the  wishes  and  will  of  the 
Senate.  A  principle  of  deep  interest  is  thus 
involved  in  this  question,  beades  that  of  mere 
expediency  in  relation  to  the  particular  measure 
under  comnderation.  Can  any  one  doubt  the 
line  of  duty  thus  plunly  marked  out  to  nst 
Are  we  not  bound  in  justice  to  ourselves,  in 
jostioe  to  the  constitution  and  to  the  best  in- 
tsreBtB  of  the  country,  flimlr  to  adhere  to  our 
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first  resolve  f  Upon  the  point  of  expedienoy, 
whatever  donbt  ma;'  have  existed  ia  the  minds 
of  any,  whether  there  would  he  a  Barplns  of 
mj  conriderable  amount  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  this  proportion  was  first  sabmltted, 
matHy  now,  alnoe  the  land  bill  has  been  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  not  the  aUghtest  prospect 
remains  of  reviving  it  at  the  presoit  sesnon, 
there  is  no  longer  my  gronnd  tn  tmcert^tj  as 
to  that  question.  All  nrnst  now  admit,  not 
onhr  tiiat  there  will  be  a  snrplos,  bat  that  it 
will  be  a  very  large  one ;  and  the  qaestion  is 
now  presented,  and  mast  be  decided  by  the 
vote  which  we  are  abont  to  take,  whether  the 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  in  the  Treasury,  over 
and  above  the  demands  of  the  pnblio  service, 
will  be  more  secure  when  deposited  with  and 
distributed  among  the  several  States  of  the 
TJnioD,  or  in  State  banks  over  which  we  have 
no  control,  whose  condition  at  this  moment  is 
inflated,  nnoertain,  and  periloos  in  the  higlwst 
d^ree.  Those  who  think  the  States  leas  safb 
or  tmstworthy  than  the  numerous  State  banks 
which  hold  the  puUio  moneys  in  depodt,  will 
of  oonrse  be  agEunst  ns. 

Another  ^reat  qu«sUon  is  presented,  and 
must  be  decided  by  our  present  action.  It  is, 
whether  we  shall  suffer  a  snrplus  revenue,  the 
unavoidable  and  unforeseen  r^ult  of  past  legis- 
lation, to  remain  in  the  national  Treasury  to 
tempt  the  next  Oongress,  as  it  has  done  the 
present  one,  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  in  a  d^ree  and  in  a  manner  whol- 
ly inconsistent  with  every  idea  of  economy. 
I  do  not  intend  to  enter  further  into  the  argn- 
ment.  I^have  obeerredf  at  another  stop  of  tb» 
progress  of  this  measore^  that  I  oonsidraed  the 
argument,  both  for  and  a«alnst  it,  Mlj  befim 
the  country  ;  and  I  oondnde  'br  movuig  that 
this  House  do  insist  open  its  disagreanent  to 
the  Senators  amendment. 

The  Bpkajos  said  that  motlMi,  if  r^eotod, 
would  be  equivalent  to  &  motion  to  agree  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Vandbbpokl  said  that,  as  he  believed 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  his  mind,  he 
would  move  the  previous  qaestion. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  demand 
Ibr  the  previoiiB  qaestion,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affinoative. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

Vr.  HowxLL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  qaestion ;  which  were  ntoa- 
«d.   And  the  House  determined  that  the 
qaestion  should  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Bbix  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the 
main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Ana  the  main  qaestion,  "  Will  the  House  dis- 
agree to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  ?  "  was 
taken,  and  dedded  in  the  afflrmatiTe,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tkis.— Uessrs.  Adams,  Chilton  .Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Baile;,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Brins,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  WillUm  B.  CUhoun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Caaey,  George  Chamben,  John  Cham- 
ben,  Cbetwood,  Oboaa,  Kathsnid  &  CUboraa, 


Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cnne,  Cud:^,  DarilngtiKi, 
Dawson,  Dmrry,  Denny,  Etanoie^  ^iuia,  Evoett^ 
French,  Rice  Garland,  Graham,  Granger,  Gmvea, 

QiaTson,  Orennell,  OriffiiwHiland  Hall,  Bard,  Har- 
din, Hariui,  Harper,  BmM,  Hazeltine,  Henderson, 
Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Inger- 
soil,  William  JBcks(m,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry  John- 
son, Eennon,  Eilgore,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewis,  lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  J<^  Htum,  Sanifon 
Hason,  Haury,  Hay^  UcCarty,  HcConuw,  McKenpan, 
Metow,  MilUpm^  Ibm^CM&eiy,  Xorgan,  Uorrig,  Par- 
ker, Junes  X  Fearce,  Pearson,  Pettlgrew,  Peyton, 
PhilUps,  Pickens,  Potts,  Seed,  Bencher,  Jcim  Rey- 
nolds, Robertson,  WiQiam  B.  Sbepard,  Aofustjne  H. 
Shepperd,  Sade,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Waddy  Thompson,  Tnmer,  Underwood, 
VtntoiijW'adiiiu[ton,  White,  EUsba  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Wniiaini^  OMrrad  WiUiama— 110: 

Nats.— 1km.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaomont,  Blade,  Bodue,  Boree,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Burns,  Bynxmi,  Cunbrelenr,  Oisney,  Cbaf^, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cedes,  Cn&,  Oramer,  Omty, 
Cudunan,  Doubleday,  Prcniiaoole,  Donkp,  FaufieM, 
Farim,  iVy,  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Obolaon,  Glas- 
cock, QrantUud,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hiuinegan,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holt,  Howard,  Hnb- 
ley,  Huntu^ton,  Huntsoian,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph 
Johnson,  luchard  H.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Landng,  Lawler,  Gideon 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lonn, 
Lojvll,  Lucas,  William  Mason,  H.  Kason,  HcKay, 
UcKeon,  Uc^m,  HcLene,  Miller,  HuUenben,  Pat- 
terson, Patton,  IVanklin  Herce,  Dates  J.  Pearoe, 
Phelps,  FInckney,  Joseph  Bmudda^  Bogen,  Sdusick, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Oiinn,  SuUe^  Smith,  '^k>r, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  TOtfll,  TandeqKMd,  Wan- 
ner, Ward,  Wardwell,  Webiter,  Thonaa  T.  Whtt- 
tiesey,  Wise,  Tell— 94. 

So  the  House  disi^reed  to  the  amendment 
<rf  the  Senate. 


TajDAYj  March  8. 

French  J^liatioru  prior  to  1600. 

Mr.  HowABD  Bud  that  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Committee  on  Fordgn  Affairs,  to  whitm 
were  referred  numerous  memorials  from  claim- 
ants for  French  rooltationa  prior  to  1800,  to 
move  that  a  list  of  those  claimants,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  asserted,  by  those  oppos- 
ed to  the  claims,  that  they  were  chiefly  in  the 
hands  of  specuMon,  who  had  purchased  them 
at  a  small  price,  and  were  therobre  not  entitled 
to  as  much  Jastioe  as  the  <Higiufil  suffererg 
would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  olawdfy  petitioners;  and  the 
rMult  would  show  that  there  was  little  or  no 
foundation  for  this  opinion.  When  the  names 
should  be  printed,  he  hoped  the  members  of 
the  House  would  test  its  accuracy  by  examin- 
ing the  names  of  the  oiaimauts  in  the  several 
States. 

2Ss.  H.  scdd  he  would  add,  npon  his  individ- 
ual responslbUity  as  a  member  of  this  Hoase, 
that,  tnm  a  laborious  investigation,  he  was 
satimed  (tf  theintoiiuaojaitioe  of  tbeae  dainu^ 


Fi^mdi /fyoHatiaiu  prior  it  1800. 
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and  believed  thai  they  mast  aad  woold  be  pud 
at  some  tdme  or  other.  As  &r  as  bis  voiee 
ootdd-  reach,  be  enoonraged  tbe  claimanta  to 
persevere,  and  not  aaffer  their  energy  to  be 
overcome  hj  the  long  dday  vhioh  had  been 
heretofore  painftdfy,  and,  he  would  add,  nqjiut- 
ly  e:q>erienoed. 
The  following  ia  an  abstract  of  the  list : 

Abetraet  of  petittoners  on  acooontttf  FMDdisp(^ 
tloiu  prior  to  1800,  «nd  vboMHumoriiliaTeiiow 


KroB  the  Slate  (tf  Hame, 

-  69 

44 

TUvw  Hunpahire, 

.  58 

41 

U 

Vennont,  - 

2 

M 

44 

UuMMlnuetta,  • 

-  M2 

H 

44 

Rhode  IbIuuI,  - 

•  98 

it 

41 

Connecticut,      -  ■• 

60 

U 

44 

New  ToA,        -  - 

-  101 

U 

(4 

New  Jersey, 

4 

14 

44. 

FennsTlTtnia,  - 

-  10ft 

41 

44 

DeUware,  -      .  - 

6 

H 

M 

Mtrjland,  -      •  • 

-  184 

U 

44 

District  of  OohgmUa,  - 

-  20 

41 

14 

Virginia,  • 

•  49 

(4 

44 

Nordi  Carcdlnm,  - 

-  26 

44 

44 

South  Cirolhu,  - 

-  27 

14 

44 

Oeorglk,    .      -  . 

8 

44 
44 

44 
U 

Kentuckr,  - 

OUo,       -     -  . 

8 
« 

44 

44 

AUbiwi*,  -      -  - 

S 

l( 

44 

HisnsBippI, 

1 

44 

(4 

Looislwaa,  • 

a 

41 

44 

HiBBoari,    •      .  • 

1 

44 

44 

If^Hiaw^  ... 

1 

Totel, 

9fi« 

And  the  following  vpgean  to  be  a 

[onera, 

dassificatini  of  the  aoove-Btated  petit 

Petitions  of  original  claimants  hi  their  own  ri^  44S 


of  admlnistnton, 

of  eiecutoTB, 

forhein, 

livertates, 

as  nrrlTiiig  pntnen, 

as  nardlansi 

wl£m  fbr  flstites, 

■s  BS^ees  of  bank- 
rupts and  aatniateee 
of  insolTents, 


of  fauaranoe  companies,  as  asdgnees 
of  original  cl^mante,  for  fosses 
covered  by  Insuranoe,  - 
of  origfaial  dainumts,  "  for  self  and 
otheia,"  ..... 
*•         "  "bytttomey," 
**         **      **by  ^rats,"  - 


107 
118 
87 
4K 
79 

a 

4 


68 


Total, 


48« 


18 


9S« 


The  motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  agreed  withont 

a  division. 

Ur.  Wise,  from  the  Select  Gonunittee  appoint- 
ed to  inqnire  into  the  otm^tixHi  of  the  various 
executive  d^artmenti^  pieMuted  the  reporta 


of  the  m^ority  and  minority  of  that  committee, 
and  also  the  views  of  an  individual  member  of 
the  committee,  which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  that  the  reports,  ionmal  of  the  com* 
mittee.  and  accompanving  documeuts,  be  print* 
ed;  wnidh  was  agreea  to. 

Fortifieation  Sill 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideratfcn 
of  the  bill  muing  ^ropriations  for  oertain 
fiHtifioationfl,  and  for  otlier  pnn>oso8,  for  tiie 
rear  1887:  wUch  siud  bill  had  been  retomed 
from  the  Senate  with  a  message  that  tbat  body 
inusted  on  Its  amendment,  1^  which  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House,  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  snch  snrploa  revenue  aa  might  remain 
in  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  Ist 
of  January  next,  reserving  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
r^ulate  the  pnblio  deposits,  approved  June  28, 
1886,  was  rejected. 

Kr.  Baix,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks^ 
ui^K  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  tiie  mo- 
tion he  was  about  to  make,  moved  that  the 
House  indat  on  its  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  Senate,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
jiaja  on  that  motion ;  which  were  wdered. 

And  tbe  main  question  was  ften  talran,  and 
decided— yeas  106,  nays  88. 

So  the  House  insisted  on  their  diaagreemnt 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

ThamJutothe  Speaier, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Muhuhbebq,  Pikeos, 
of  Kew  Hampshire,  then  temporanly  occupy- 
ing the  ohair,) 

Sndved^  wtaninunulji.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  the  honorable  Jamis  E.  Pole, 
for  the  ^le,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner  irith 
which  be  bu  presided  over  its  deliberations,  and 
pecfomted  the  ardoous  and  inqrartant  duties  of  tbe 
Ohah*. 

Ibrt\fieaUon  JBill—DUU'ibutim  O/G10 
Surphu. 

Ur.  Bill  then  asked  the  gmeral  ctaiaeiit  of 
the  Honse  to  make  a  report  m>m  theeonmittee 

of  oonference. 
Leave  being  granted, 

J£t.  Bbll  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker :  The 
committee  of  oonference  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  meet  a  similar  committee  ap* 
pointed  by  the  Senate,  on  their  motion,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  disagreung  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  which  proposed  to  strike  out  frmn  tiie 
"  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tims  of  tiie  United  States  for  tiie  year  1887, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  that  clause  proposing  to 
distribute  the  surplus  revenue  on  the  1st  day  of 
January  next,  report  that  they  have  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  have  come  to  no 
agreement  Mr.  B.  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to 
report  this  fact  to  the  House,  that  it  might,  if 
it  chose,  at  this  period  of  the  nttiag,  proceed 
to  take  snch  other  steps  as  it  shmlct  think 
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proper ;  and  he  now  moved  that  the  House  do 
adhere  to  their  disagreement 

Kr.  Haww  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  najn  on 
this  motion ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  anestaon  then  reontring  npon  themodon 
of  Mr.  Biu,  that  tbe  Honn  do  adhete  to  their 
disureement  to  the  Senate's  amendmsnt— 

ib,  OAHBSBLiHa  Bidd,  88  this  waB  the  last 
TOte  that  fwiild  be  taken  on  this  snbje^  he  had 
mvrely  to  state  that,  if  the  Honse  adbovd,  the 
bfll  was  lost  [Load  cries  of  order  I  order  I 
from  sereral  iwts  of  the  hall ;  and  if  Ur.  0. 
did  make  anj  additional  remarki^  bis  Toioe  was 
entirelj  drowned  by  the  noise.] 

Ur,  Ghanobb.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Keana  had  announced  that 
this  bill  was  lost  if  the  Bbnse  adhoEod.  How 
did  he  know  thatt 

Mr.  OAMBBBLBII0.  I  haTA  tho  MRDiaiioe  fimu 
the  eommittee  on  the  part  of  the  Bnate. 

Hr.  Bill  remarked  that  the  gentlemn's  de- 
ciantkffi  was  a  most  oxtraivdinary  one.  The 
eommittee  of  three  persons  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  or  any  nnmher  of  gentlemen  of  that 
Honse^  might  think  that,  becaofle  that  commit- 
tee ocrald  come  to  no  a^eement,  the  body  it 
represented  might  not  Bat  notmng  could  be 
more  true  than  that  the  conmaittee  of  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  Tote  for  or  speak  for  the  whole 
body  of  the  Senate,  or  even  for  a  m^ority  of 
it .  They  spoke,  and  spoke  only,  their  own 
sentiments ;  the  same  as  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  spoke  their  sentiments  as  a 
eonnnittee.  Nether  oonld  speak  or  rote  for 
the  vIk^  body  or  a  minority  of  it;  else  why 
the  neoeeirity  d  antroTing,  diM^ro#a|^  adopt- 
iw  or  njjeotinff  their  reportt 

Jar.  Adams  Inquired  if  the  gentieman  from 
Kew  York  was  in  order  in  referring  to  what 
had  taken  place  before  the  committ«e  of  con- 
ference. 

The  Chair  (temporarily  occupied  by  Ur. 
PiXBOE,  of  Kew  Hampshire)  said  the  point 
ought  to  have  been  raised  at  Uie  tame. 

Mr.  AoAKs  bad  understood  the  point  of  order 
was  made,  for  the  gentieman  was  loudly  railed 
to  order ;  and  Mr.  A.  held  It  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  Spe^er  at  ouoe  to  have  arrested  the  re- 
marks. 

The  Chazb  had  heard  so  gentieman  rise  in 
his  ^aoe  and  ndse  th«  point  of  order,  or  he 
should  have  at  once  entertained  it 

Mr.  AniMB.  Was  it  in  order  for  the  gentie- 
inan  teem  New  York  to  intimidate  or  to  mi^e 
remarks  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating,  the 
members  of  this  House  In  llie  T(rtes  thqr  might 
be  about  to  give  ? 

The  Chaib  had  not  heard  any  "  intimidation  " 
thrown  out  by  the  member  from  Kew  York. 

Mr.  AsAifs  expressed  a  hope  that  no  member 
would  be  influenoed  by  what  foil  from  the  cbdr- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Waja  and  Means. 

Mr.  GucBKKLKKS  Said,  gentlemen  might  take 
the  responsibility  of  losing  the  fortifioatioa  biU 
if  th«y  pleased.  Upon  him  at  least  tt  would 
not  net,  and  he  should  rote  to  noeda. 


Mr.  Yassbbposl  thoo^t  it  entirely  aseleai 
to  be  indulging  in  recrimination  on  this  sut^cct 
He  belierea  every  man  had  made  up  his  mind, 
and  was  willing  to  assume  the  responsibility,  if 
any  there  was,  or  would  h^  in  this  matter. 
For  his  own  par^  he  was  pcnrfeotiy  ready  and 
wining  to  take  his  share  cf  it  Be  had  voted 
against  the  proposition  ingrafted  on  this  bill  ia 
the  first  instance,  because  it  contfuned  what  ho 
believed  to  be  am(»t  obnoxious  principle — that 
of  distribntiim;  and  which,  in  his  opinion, 
counterbalanced  and  overbalanced  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  fortification  bill.  He  was  also  willing 
to  vote  against  it  again,  on  the  same  ground, 
and  to  a^ume  his  share  of  the  responsibiHty ; 
but,  b^eving  that  speeches  would  make  no 
c<mverts,  he  hoped  the  qoestion  would  be  taken 
without  ftirther  debate. 

Mr.  Labx  said,  the  biU  called  the  deposit  bill 
d  the  last  seantni  spraiig  ft«m  a  le(^timat» 
soaroe,  from  <me  of  toe  atanding  otanmittees, 
and  was  a  biU  eonneoted  with  imt  a  sfai^e 
other  providon  near  of  kin.  It  waa  knowiL 
officially  known,  that  a  large  torplns  had  and 
would  accumulate  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  there  was  time 
for  the  action  of  Oongress,  and  an  apparent 
necessity  for  it  Otherwise,  in  the  present  case, 
it  has  been  introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the 
fortificati<ak  bill — a  bill  npcai  which  the  safety 
of  our  commerce,  our  cities,  our  people,  ana 
the  national  hmor,  depend — at  the  close  of  the 
session ;  not  a  bill  of  this  House,  bat  of  the 
Senate.  The  Senate  has  reftued  to  omeur. 
This  Honse  has  adhered.  The  Senate  aoin 
refbae  to  concur,  and,  in  all  doe  oourteqr,  has 
asked  a  oommittee  of  oonforuwe.  That  ccon- 
mittee  ful  to  agree ;  and  it  now  remains  to  be 
determined  whether  thia  House  will  recede ;  If 
it  does  not,  the  fortification  bill,  so  important 
to  tiie  defenoe  of  tiie  country,  must  fall. 

If  a  pertinaoions  adherence  to  the  amend- 
ment wotdd  save  the  amendment,  even  at  the 
loss  of  the  fortification  bill,  there  would  exist 
some  reason  for  finnness ;  but  the  disagreement 
has  arrived  at  that  point  of  legidation  which, 
by  the  vote  now  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recede,  is  to  decide  the  &te  of  both :  to  recede 
is  to  pass  tiie  Ibrtifieatim  lull—to  refiise  is  the 
loss  of  botiu  This  House  nmat  recede,  or  th^ 
deep  togethv. 

Mr.  L.  uSA  he  called  upon  honorable  mem- 
bers to  pause  and  reflect  before  they  gave  sueh 
a  vote ;  a  vote  that  would  not  only  ^>t  a  stop 
to  all  the  pablio  works  now  in  progress,  and 
permit  them  to  fall  into  decay,  but  blight  the 
national  credit  and  honor  by  a  breach  of  na- 
tional ffutii.  !E^Bting  contracts  must  be  vio- 
lated, for  the  want  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  to  fulfil  ibem. 

Sir,  (sud  Mr.  L.,)  when  does  the  amendment 
propose  to  depont  the  sarins  revenue!  Not 
until  January.  1888. 

M^.  L.  sud  he  would  call  upon  honorable 
members  to  sqr  if  any  necea^ty  existed  fiv 
■Boh  ^ami^arft  action  upon  the  sal^ect  o£  tho 
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•arpliu  rmtacaa.  The  ■mondment  tNroposed  to 
fiimlmte  to  Jouurj,  1888,  befim  It  can  be 
knowu  whether  Uiere  will  be  amj  to  distrtbnte. 
A  war  with  Hffldoo,  or  a  protracted  one  with 
the  Ia<Uan  tribes,  and  it  would  all  be  swallowed 
«ip  for  mtioaal  d^eoce.  Sappoae  a  large  sor- 
plns  sboold  aocomolate,  there  wQl  be  ample 
time  for  the  next  Congress  to  act  xxpaa  the  sub- 
ject before  the  omei^ment,  if  adopted,  oonld 
take  effect  Sir,  this  House  has  tmt  a  few 
hours  to  act;  the  next  Congress  will  have  a 
month.  From  estimates  laid  before  them,  they 
will  be  able  to  act  advisedlr  upon  the  salyect. 

Mr.  Mavn,  of  New  York,  expressed  a  hope 
that  this  qoestion  waa  not  to  be  debated  agnn 
at  this  late  hour ;  and  he  therefore  demanded 
flie  previous  qaeeuon. 

Itr.  Glasoooe.  I  second  the  moUon,  tcx  I 
do  hope  that  it  will  not  be  debated  aoj  more. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  waa 
then  seconded  bjr  the  Home— yeas  1S6 ;  and 
the  mun  question  was  ordered,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Ur.  Brioob  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  qoestion ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were— yeas  107,  nays  87,  aa  follows : 

Tus.— ICesua.  Adams,  G.  Allan,  H.  AD  en,  Bidley, 
BeQ,  Bond,  Borden,  BouUin,  Brigra,  Bundi,  J.  Cal- 
boon,  W.  R  Calhoun,  Campb^  Carter,  Casey, 
George  Cbamben,  John  Chambers,  ChUda,  N.  H. 
daiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushhig, 
Davsoo,  IM>erry,  Denny,  Ehnore,  Evans,  Everett, 
For^ter,  Fowler,  IVeneh,  R.  Qariand,  Gniluun,  Gran- 
sw,  Gzaves,  Gnyson,  Oren&dl,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harian,  Harper,  Hawea,  Bueltuw,  Hdster, 
Herod,  Hoar,  Hopldnfl,  Howell,  Hunt,  Iiueisoll,  W. 
Jaoksoo,  Janes,  Jenifer,  H  JobnBan,Ku«oie,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Unoun,  Love, 
Lyon,  J.  Hann,  &  Mason,  llanry.  Hay,  HeOar^,  Xo- 
Comas,  HoEennan,  MoLene,  Mercer,  UiUinn,  Mont- 
gomery,  Pariter,  J.  A,  Fearoe,  Pearson,  Fetdgrew, 
FejrUKX,  Fhillipa,  Flckens,  Potts,  Beed,  Bencher, 
John  BeTndds,  Bichardsoo,  Bobertson,  W.  B.  She^ 
ard,  A.  H.  ^epperd,  Slade,  Standefer,  Storer,  guthei^ 
land,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomson,  Turner,  Underwood, 
^ton^Waatut^bm,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wll- 
Uams,  S,  WilUams— 107. 

Katb. — Meaan.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beaomont, 
Black,  Bodiee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bums,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng,  ChiqHnan,  Chapin,  Craig,  Crame^  (^rary, 
Cnahman,  DouUei^jr,  Dromgoole,  Bunli^,  Fairfield, 
Jhrim,  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  ^Ison,  Glascock,  Grant- 
laad,  ^ey,  Hamer,  HmBiMyn,  A.  G.  Kirrison,  Haw- 
Ud^  H^tm^  Bait,  Howani,  Hubley,  Hunttiwttm, 
Hnirtnaan,  Ingfasm,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jooea,  Eeonon,  Lane,  Lanaina,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J. 
Lee,  Leonard,  Xiogan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, W.  Hason,  M.  Mason,  McEaj,  MoKecn,  MoKim, 
Miller,  Muhlenben;,  Page,  Faits,  Patterson,  Fstton, 
F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pbelps,  Pinckney,  Josefdi 
Beynolds,  B(^[en,  Shiim, '  Sickles,  Soiith,  Sprague, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Tsoderpod, 
W^en^  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T.  T.  Wlut- 
tleeey,  Wise,  Yell— 87. 

So  the  House  determined  to  adhere  to  its 
^sagreemoit  to  the  8«iate's  amendment ;  and 
A  message  was  sent  to  that  hodyi  V  Glerk, 
notifying  them  of  the  fiict. 


The  Spuekb  then  rose  and  addreaaed  the 
Honae  as  foUows : 

Qmnuam:  Wie  twooty-fiwrtii  Oongwas  has  now 
doMd  its  d^beraOcM,  and,  b^  about  to  be  dto* 
solved,  I  Kawa  the  moment  of  oar  separatlcm  to  r^ 
torn  to  this  House  my  profoand  adknowledgmentafor 
the  many  evidenoea  I  have  had  of  yoar  iadolgent 
Idndneaa,  and  graerooB  confidence  and  support,  dor* 
tng  tbe  period  I  have  pre^ded  over  your  deubera* 
tiona ;  but  more  estedslly  do  I  return  to  you  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  vote  you  have  been  plessed 
Uiis  day  to  pass,  qiptoidng  my  (rfBcial  conduct  in  the 
dislr.  No  napiage,  genuemen,  can  adequately  om- 
vey  tbe  de^  sense  of  gratitude  which  this  testimonial 
of  your  good  <^rfnion  has  excited  in  my  br^tsL  The 
gratlficanon  which  H  has  afforded  is  the  greater,  be- 
cause the  resolution  wfaiiA  you  have  pasnd  conveys 
the  voluntary  and  deliberatdy  exgnmed  eptadons  d 
gentlemen,  with  many  of  vtum  I  have  been  long 
associated  here,  all  of  whom  have  been  the  eyewk- 
oesses  of  my  conduct  aa  tbe  predding  olker  of  tids 
House,  and  whose  iriendahip,  esteem,  and  confldsnea, 
I  shall  cherish  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  entered  upon  the  duUes  of  this  high  station  with 
a  AiIl  sense  of  the  rei^ionsibility  whidi  must  often 
devolve  upcm  me,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose,  if  I 
know  my  own  heart,  so  to  disdurge  those  duties  as 
to  merit  tbe  respect  and  good  opinion  of  this  House 
and  tbe  approh^on  of  the  country.  I  have  had  no 
other  denre  than  that  the  mica  and  pariiamentary 
laws  by  which  our  proceedings  are  rt^iilated  dio^d 
be  properiy  expounded  and  correctly  administered. 
It  is  due  to  candor  to  say  that  tbe  steady  and  un- 
wavering support  which  you  have  upon  all  oocadona 
given  me  has  akne  enaued  me  successftiDy  to  dis- 
cbarge the  duties  asrigned  me.  The  anxiety  and  so- 
licitude which  I  have  often  fdt,  and  eqwcially  in 
eeaaooB  of  great  political  exdtemsit,  from  which  our 
deliberations  have  not  been  exempt,  to  perfonn  my 
duty,  not  only  with  Mthfiilness,  but  acceptably  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country,  can  be  known  and  «>- 
predated  cnly  by  Um  iriko  has  fiDed  this  diair. 
Amidst  the  embairassments  and  dlfflenlties  wfaidi 
have  often  surrounded  me,  it  has  given  me  pleasure, 
npcm  all  occaslooa,  to  court  the  wlvioe  ana  correc- 
tion of  the  House  If  I  erred ;  and  it  b  a  source  of 
the  hi^Kst  gntificatitHt  to  me  to  know  that,  upon 
the  numerous  occasions  when  the  House  has  beoi 
appealed  to  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  official  decisions 
which  it  was  my  duty  to  make,  you  have  prtMBptiy 
given  me  your  saniort.  I  am  not  vain  enou^  to 
believe  that  I  have  passed  througb  the  many  tiying 
oocadons  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  our 
deliberations,  during  which  many  difficult  and  often 
novel  questions  or  pariiamenta^  law  and  practice 
have  tteen  suddenly  presented  for  instantaneous  de- 
dsion,  without  baring  often  fallen  into  error.  If, 
however,  I  have  erred,  I  trust  it  has  not  been  on  pcAitS 
material ;  I  know  it  has  not  been  intentional ;  and 
the  approbation  of  my  official  conduct  which  you 
have  this  day  expressed  affbrds  tbe  highest  pnot  that 
ycu  have  generously  overtocAed  my  erron,  and  done 
more  than  justice  to  the  unwearied  effiwta  I  have 
made  to  merit  your  good  iqrfnitHi,  and,  so  fiff  as  de- 
pended on  my  (Adal  acts,  to  promote  tbe  interests 
of  cor  eonstitiienta. 

!£,  gentlemen,  in  Ae  course  of  oar  deUberatliHi  as 
the  repnseatatlTH  ot  the  Mthm,  tbsra  hm  bam 
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occasional  ezdtement  or  feeling,  growing  out  <^ 
p<>|]ti<»l  ooUUons,  the  natanl  crfftpring  of  honest 
dlifeicQoes  of  oi^on,  now  that  we  are  about  to  Bep- 
•rtte,  many  of  lu  nerer  again  to  meet  in  thia  hall,  or 
**  Ait  ride  tte  gntfe,"  we  not  hope  that  all  re- 
ecdlection  of  uopleaont  inddenta  that  are  paflsed  may 
be  foigotten,  ami  that  emdi  (me  of  na,  wfaatcver  may 
be  his  fbtoie  destiny,  may  derote  himaelf  to  the  ad- 
Tanoement  of  the  best  interests  of  oar  ooontcy.  In 
taUi^  leare  oC  you,  gentlemen,  I  wUi  yon  n  eifit 


retora  to  yomr  fmmUiee  and  Menda ;  and  my  prayer 
it,  that  the  blesdnga  of  an  Qvemding  Pnmdenoe 
may  rest  upon  you  iJL 

And  now  It  only  remains  for  me  to  perfwm  the 
last  do^  asrigned  me,  by  the  a^oomment  of  tUs 
Hoose,  and,  accordingly,  I  annoonoe  that  tiUa  HouM 
stands  adjourned  without  day. 

The  HoBfle  thea  iKyooxiwd, 
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TWENTT-Fmi  C0N6RESS.-FIEST  SESSION. 


BEGUN  AT  THB  CXTT  OF  WASHINGTON,  SEPTEMBER  4.  188  7. 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  EXTRA  SESSION. 


KABm  YAK  BDBSN;  of  Nw  Tork,  PmUmL 
BIOHABD  K.  JOHNBOK,  Of  Eratoeky,  Fum  AwUnit 


JoHV  FOurtB.  [Appotntod  in  the  pre^ooi  term.] 

Ltn  Wooi»UKT.    [Appointed  io  the  prerlou 
term.] 

Bwrttarysf  War. 
JoXL  B.  FoDMRi.   [A^winted  4tli  Xueh,  188T.} 


Uahloh  Diatmox.  [Afpoiuted  in  (lu  ^e^ooi 

term. 

PoitMtuier  OtneraL 
Amm  Eibull.   [Appdnted  in  the  prerions  term.] 

Attomtf  GutenL 

Bnr/Aimi  F.  BtnUE.   [Appointed  In  tbe  pteviooi 
term.] 


PBOOEEDINGS  IK  IHE  SENATB.* 


In  ptmnuuioe  of  fhe  authority  ^ven  by  tbo 
oonsttta^oD,  the  Premdent  of  the  tinited  States, 
(m  the  ISth  day  of  ICa^  oanaed  to  be  iaaned  the 
proolamatkm  which  ft^xowi : 

WhereM  great  and  wdf^mettera.  claiming  tbe 
CMrideMti(A«r  die  CougreM  of  Oe  Uidted  Stotei, 


•  LUT  or  imminw  or  thb  sbhatk 

JfiidMi— Jobn  Kna^  Snel  mniuna. 
JVw  AiMkptMm— Henrr  Hnbbwd,  FrankHn  Ffcns. 
JTomiuAmmMi— John  Drnvb,  DsoUl  Wolwter. 
iUodi  /abnwt.— HsbemUb  B.  Knight,  Aabw  BobUu. 
CbMMeNMrfL— JohnV.  KUea,  Perry  Smith. 
yummmt   Bmud  Prutl«,  BeitfMidB  SwUt 
Ah  Krlb-Hitluidal  F.  Mbu^  BUM 
Ah  Ara«r.-BnnMl  L.  Bonflwd,  e«mtt  D.  WdL 
JVwmJwHrfg^MBoBttdMPm,  SantMl  1IsEm& 
ZWmmiw.— Bhihud  H.  Bapvd,  Tbomu  Clsftan. 
JfiNiiteMA— Jon^  Krat,  J«bn  B.  SpoM*. 
nrvMo^Tffltam  a  Btfw,  John  J.  Bomw. 


fona  an  extraocdlnaty  oooadon  for  oonveidng  tliem. 
I  do,  by  these  presents,  q^pohit  the  fltst  Monday  <n 
SeptendMr  next  for  their  meeting  at  the  dty  of 
WBahingt(m ;  hereby  requiring  the  reepectiTe  Seosp 
ton  and  BepreeentatiTeB  then  and  there  to  aasemUe 
in  Congrees,  in  orderto  receive  such  commnnicaticna 
as  may  then  be  made  to  than,  and  to  oonaoU  and 


ArA  CbiwUtiA— BsUird  Bnwii,  Bdbert  atnaga^ 
Bo%t\  Oarotom.— John  0.  CsOkkui,  WlDlam  O.  PrMtoiL 
0««rvto.— Alfred  Onlkbeit,  John  F.  Kief. 
XIoftdfiMl.— GlemeBt  0.  Clmf,  Wtlllua  B.  King. 
JHaf<wjf>pi— John  Blaek,  Bobert  J.  Walkor. 
XowMonA— Alezwoder  Uontmi,  Bobert  0,  NioholM. 
TbfUMMM.— Fellz  Omnd]',  Ho^  L.  Whito. 
Xwilvelv.— Htntr  <a^,        J.  Crittenden. 
.^[rtoHgfc— Winiam  B.  rntton,  AmhroM  H.  Serin. 
JKbmtrl— Thomw  H.  B«iton,  Lawk  F.  linn. 
iZUneO.— John  M.  Bobbuon,  Blcbard  H.  Teanf, 
IndfaMr-G&TK  H.  Smith,  John  Tipton. 
OUdL— TUUhb  AUMt,  Tbomu  Hotrta. 
MMyan.  Tniilne  Iffea.  Jehn  HemB. 
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determine  on  ndi  meuareB  as  In  their  wisdom  may 
be  deemed  meet  for  tbe  welfare  of  Uw  United  States. 

In  teitlnuBy  vlmwtf,  I  hnre  euaad  die  aeil  of 
[l.  b.]  the  VnhedStatM  to  be  hweimto  affixed,  and 
iBgned  the  ntne  irith  my  hand. 
Done  at  the  ci^  of  Wsalungton,  the  fifteenth 
day  of  Hay,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  cme 
thooaand  eisbt  hundred  and  thirty-eeven, 
and  of  the  indepenoenoe  of  the  United  Btatee,  the 
sUty-first  M.  TAN  BUlA 

BytbeFraideBt: 

Jom  Foum,  Secntatr  of  State. 


i  tiie  d«r  ded^ted  in  the  proda- 
i»  Present  of  the  United  States 


ICoiUT,  September  4^  188T. 

TUs  bei 
matton  <tf 

tat  a  special  meeting  of  both  Homea  of  Oon- 
sreaa,  the  Senate  asaembled  in  the  Senate 
Ohamber  at  the  Oapitol,  at  the  nsnal  honr  of 
12  o'cloek. 

Hon.  RioHAED  M.  JoHiTSoir,  Yice  Preddent 
of  the  United  States,  called  the  Senate  to  wder 
at  12  o'clock,  when  forty-two  Senators  i^pearad 
in  their  seats. 

Ur.  EiHs,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Messrs.  0. 0.  Out  and  Bobebt  Bt^anqk, 
Senators  as  above,  who  took  the  nsnal  oath. 

Ifr.  BiTBS  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
BoAsa,  Senator  as  above,  who  was  also  qoali- 
fied.  . 

On  motion  of  lb*.  Kora^  Alabama,  the 
Seoretaiy  ttf  fhe  Senate  was  instrooted  to  inform 
the  Hoaise  of  Bepresentatives  that  a  qnomm 
of  the  Senate  was  now  presmt^  and  r^y  to 
proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  WmoHT  moved  tiiat  a  oommlttee  be  ap- 

g>inted  to  Join  a  dmilar  committee  ih>m  the 
onse,  in  order  to  wdt  upon  the  FreeideDt  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  Oongress 
was  assembled  and  ready  to  reomve  smdi  eom- 
mnnication  as  be  might  have  to  make ;  sod  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Ohaib  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Euro,  of 
Alabama,  anthoii^d  to  appoint  the  said  com- 
mittee ;  and  Mr.  WmaHT,  and  Mr.  £nra,  of  Ala^ 
bama,  were  appdnted  aocordingl^. 

On  motion  TSx.  Ixss,  the  nsoal  nmnber 
<tf  newspapers  was  ordered  for  Uie  use  of  the 
Swators. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  and  Door- 
keeper to  the  Senate;  wherenpon  SrapmtH 
Haisht  (the  late  doorkeeper)  was  nnanimonsly 
elected,  at  the  first  balloting,  Sergeant-at-anns 
to  the  Senate,  in  room  of  the  late  Sergeant 
Mr.  Sbaoxtobd,  deceased;  and  at  the  third 
balloting,  Mr.  Edwabo  Wtkb  was  elected  (out 
of  many  candidates)  Boorteeper  in  nx»n  of 
Mr.  Haioht. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tdidat,  Beptember  6. 

A  message  was  received  ft-om  the  Hoose  of 
Bepresentatives,  throogh       "E&KSaJS^  thdr 


Olerk,  announcing  to  the  Senate  that  a  quorum 
of  the  House  had  assembled,  had  elected  a 
Speaker,  had  concurred  with  the  reetduUm  <3i 
the  Senate  for  i4>polnting  a  committee  to  wtlX 
on  the  Preddent  of  tlie  United  States,  and  had 
flfipoiiUed  a  o<»nmittee  on  their  part 

Mr.  Wbmiit,  ftom  the  ^fAsA  committee  §jf- 
pointed  to  inform  the  Freridoit  of  the  Untted 
States  that  a  qnomm  of  the  two  Houses  was 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  bunneai^ 
reported  that  the  oonunittee  had  perfonned  the 
duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the  President 
had  expressed  to  them  his  intenli<m  to  com- 
municate to  the  two  Honaea^  In  writing,  this 
day  at  12  o'cIck^ 

A  Message  was  accordingly  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Yak 
BnsEX,  his  private  secretary,  and  was  read  1^ 
the  Secreta^,  as  follows : 

fellow<iiix*tu  of  ths  8«nal9 

and  nmus  of  SepntentaHvet : 

The  act  of  the  28d  of  June,  18S6,  rc^olating  the 
depodts  of  the  pnblio  money,  and  directing  the  em- 
idoyment  of  Bti^  District,  and  TeiritixiBllMnkfl  tar 
dtat  porpose,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  SecretiiT  of  the 
Treasury  to  diaoontinue  the  use  of  sucli  ot  uem  as 
aboold  at  any  time  refuse  to  redeem  their  notes  in 
qiede,  and  to  snbstitate  otfaer  banks,  provided  a  suffi- 
dent  number  conU  be  obtained  to  recclre  the  public 
de^odts  inton  the  terms  and  conditions  therein  pre- 
scribed. The  general  and  almost  rimultaneoas  sua. 
penaon  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  In  May  last, 
rendered  the  performance  of  bla  duty  imperative,  ht 
re^>ect  to  those  which  had  been  selected  under  the 
act;  and  made  it,  at  the  same  time,  Impracticable  to 
employ  the  requidte  number  of  others,  upon  the  pre- 
scribed conditions.  The  speciflo  regulationa  vitb- 
liahed  by  Gmigresa  fiir  the  d^jiodt  mA  «fe^eqrfng 
of  the  public  moneys  liaving  thus  unexpectedly  become 
inwentf'^  ^  f^I^  it  to  Iw  my  duty  to  afford  you  an 
eany  (q>poitunity  for  the  ezerdse  w  your  snperrlsoir 
powers  over  the  subject. 

I  was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  sospenrfon  of 
specie  parents,  increasing  the  embarrassments  before 
existing  m  the  pecuniary  affiurs  of  the  country,  would 
BO  far  mnunish  the  public  revenue,  that  the  aocralng 
receipts  into  tiie  Irasory  would  noi^  with  Ae  reserved 
five  minions,  be  soffidoit  to  defray  die  nnavridshle 
expenses  of  tiie  OovemmcoiC,  ontfl  ^  nsDsl  period  ftp 
tibe  meeting  of  Congress ;  whilst  tbe  aotbcdtj  to  call 
upon  the  States  for  a  portion  of  the  smns  depodted 
witii  them,  was  too  restricted  to  enable  the  Depart- 
ment to  realize  a  sufficient  amount  from  that  source. 
Thene  apprcfaeosionB  have  been  justified  bv  snbaeqnent 
results,  vdtioh  render  it  oertdn  that  this  deficiency 
will  ocour,  if  additionsl  means  be  not  inovided  by 


le  difficulties  experienced  by  tbe  mercantile  In- 
terest, In  meeting  their  engagements,  induced  them 
to  ^>pty  to  me,  preriously  to  me  actual  snspendoo  of 
spede  payments,  for  indulgence  upon  their  bonds  for 
duties;  and  all  the  relief  auOiorized  by  law  was 
ptranpth  and  cheerAdly  granted.  The  dependence 
ftf  tiie  TMesory  upon  tbe  mr^  Ot  tiiese  bonds,  to 
enaUe  it  to  make  die  depodta  with  the  Btates  reqnbed 
by  law,  led  me  in  tbe  outset  to  llnut  this  indulgenoe 
to  the  first  of  September,  but  it  has  dnoe  been  ex- 
tended to  the  first  of  October,  that  the  matter  ]  '  ' 
be  submitted  to  your  Airtber  direction. 
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Questions  were  alyt  expected  to  arise  in  the  recess 
In  respect  to  the  October  instalment  of  those  deposits, 
requlrinj  the  interposition  of  Congress. 

A  pro^'l5ion  of  another  act,  passed  about  the  same 
time,  and  intended  to  secure  a  foitliful  compliance 
with  the  obligation  of  the  Uidted  States  to  satisfy  all 
demjmds  upon  them  In  apede  or  its  equivalent,  pro- 
Wbitcd  the  offer  of  any  bank  note,  not  convertible  on 
the  spot  into  gold  or  sUver  at  the  will  of  the  holder ; 
and  the  ability  of  tho  Government,  with  millions  on 
deposit,  to  meet  its  engagements  in  the  manner  thus 
required  by  law,  was  rendered  very  doubtful  by  the 
event  to  which  I  bore  referred. 

Sensible  that  adequnte  pro^'isiona  for  these  unex- 
pected exigencies  could  only  be  made  by  Congrcsa ; 
convinced  that  some  of  them  would  be  indispensably 
■  necessary  to  the  public  service,  before  the  regular 
period  of  your  meeting ;  and  desirous  also  to  enable 
yon  to  exercise,  at  the  earliest  moment,  your  fhll  con- 
stitutional powers  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  I 
could  not,  with  propriety,  avoid  subjecting  you  to  the 
InconTenicnce  of  assembling  at  y  early  a  day  as  the 
state  of  the  popular  representation  would  permit  I 
am  sure  that  I  have  done  but  justice  to  your  feelings, 
in  believing  that  this  inconvenience  wQl  be  cheerfully 
encounter^,  In  the  hope  of  rendering  your  meeting 
conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

During  the  earner  stages  of  the  revulsion  through 
wUch  we  have  joat  passed,  mndi  acrimonious  fiscus- 
don  arose,  and  great  diver^y  of  opinion  existed  as 
to  Its  real  causes.  This  was  not  surprising.  The 
operations  of  credit  are  so  dlverdfled,  and  me  Infln- 
encea  which  affect  them  so  numerous,  and  often  so 
subtle,  that  even  Impartial  and  weD-informed  persons 
are  seldom  foond  to  agree  in  reqiect  to  them.  To 
inherent  difficnltiesirere  also  added  otiiertendendes, 
vbich  irete  by  no  means  faroraUe  to  the  discovery 
of  truth.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those 
who  disapproved  the  poQcyof  the  Government  hi  re- 
lation to  the  currency,  would,  In  the  excited  state  of 
public  feeling  produced  by  the  occadon,  fail  to  attrib- 
ute to  that  policy  any  extenmre  embarrassment  in 
tiie  monetary  aibin  of  tiie  ooontiy.  The  matter  tiins 
became  connected  with  tbe  passiona  and  conflicts  of 
party;  (nnnions  were  more  or  lesaillbcted  by  politi- 
cal connderations;  and  dilferracea  were  prolonged 
wUch  might  otherwise  hare  been  detenmned  by  an 
appeal  to  facts,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  or  by  mu- 
tual coneearion.  It  Is,  however,  a  cheering  refle^on 
that  drcumstaocea  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a 
community  so  intel%eDt  as  ours  from  ultimately  ar- 
•  liTfauE  at  correct  omowdooa.  Eneourpged  by  tiie  flim 
belief  of  this  truth,  I  proceed  to  state  my  views,  so 
ftr  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  clear  understandins  :  of 
the  remediee  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  propose,  and  of  the 
reasoua  by  which  I  have  been  led  to  recommend 
tiiem. 

The  history  of  trade  In  the  United  States  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years  affords  the  moat  oonvincbg  evi- 
dence that  our  present  condition  is  ciiiefly  to  lie  attrib- 
uted to  over^ction  in  all  die  departments  of  bad- 
ness ;  an  oveiHuition  deriving,  perhaps,  its  first  Im- 

Suises  from  antecedent  caoaea,  but  lUimulated  to  its 
estnictive  consequences  by  excessive  issues  of  bank 
paper  and  by  other  fodlities,  for  the  acqui^tion  and 
eniargement  of  credit  At'  the  commencement  of 
the  year  18M,  the  banking  capital  of  the  United 
Sutca,  including  that  of  the  national  bank  then  ezist- 
ii^  amounted  to  about  two  htmdred  ndlHons  of 
doDan:  the  banknctei  then  budroulatfan  toabont 
tdna^-wamnUoiii;  and  the  loanaand  disooaatiof 


[anram 

the  banlis  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-ftur  millions. 
Between  that  time  and  the  first  of  January,  18S9, 
being  the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  aocounta 
have  been  received,  our  banking  capital  T^as  increased 
to  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  millions ;  onr 
paper  circuUtton  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions ;  and  tiie  loans  and  discounts  to  more  than 
four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  ndllions.  To  this  vast 
increase  arc  to  be  added  the  many  millions  of  credit, 
acqnircd  by  means  of  foreign  loans,  contrHCted  by 
tho  States  and  State  Institutions,  and,  above  all,  by  tho 
lavish  accommodations  extended  by  foreign  dealers  to 
our  merchants. 

Tho  consequences  of  thiirednndancy  of  credit,  and 
of  the  spirit  of  reckless  npecutation  en^ondered  by 
it,  were  a  foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  citizens,  es- 
timated In  Uarch  last  at  more  than  thirty  millions  of 
dollars ;  the  extension  to  traders  in  the  interior  of  our 
country  of  credits  for  Bupplies,  greatly  beyond  the 
wante  of  the  people ;  the  investment  of  thirty-nine 
andm  half  millions  of  dollars  in  unproductive  public 
lands,  in  the  yean  18SB  and  1836,  whOst  in  the  preced- 
ing year  the  sales  amounted  to  only  four  and  a  half 
milliona ;  the  creation  of  debts,  to  an  almdet  countless 
amount,  for  real  estate  in  existing  or  anticipated  cities 
and  villages,  equally  unproductive,  and  at  prices  now 
seen  to  have  been  greatly  disproportionate  to  their 
reid  vidue ;  the  expenditnie  of  immense  sums  in  im- 
provements which,  in  many  cases,  hare  been  found  to 
be  ruinously  hniRorideiit ;  the  dIrersIoQ  to  other 
pursuits  of  much  of  the  labor  that  should  have  been 
applied  to  agriculture,  thereby  contributing  to  the 
expenditure  of  largo  sums  in  the  importation  of 
groin  from  Europe — an  expenditure  which,  amount- 
ing in  1884  to  about  two  hundred  and  fli^  tiiouaand 
dollars,  was,  in  the  first  two  quarten  of  the  present 
year,  increased  to  more  than  two  mUlions  of  dciUara ; 
and,  finally,  wttiumt  enumerating  other  Iqurious 
results,  the  rapid  growtii  among  all  classes  and  espe- 
cially in  our  great  commercial  towns,  of  luxurious 
habits,  founded  too  often  on  merely  fancied  wealth, 
and  detrimental  alfke  to  the  industry,  the  iwurDea, 
and  the  morals  of  our  people. 

It  was  so  Imposdhte  that  sach  a  steto  of  thingi 
could  long  ctmtinne,  that  the  pronieet  of  remlaion 
was  present  to  the  minds  of  ctmriderato  men  before 
it  actually  came.  None,  howerer,  had  eorrectiy  an- 
tic^iated  its  severity.  A  concurrence  of  drcnmstan- 
oes,  inadequate  of  themselves  to  prodoce  such  wide- 
BpKaA  and  calandtous  embarrassments,  tended  so 
greatiy  to  aggiarata  tiiem,  that  they  cannot  be  orer^ 
fooked  fn  oondderlng  thdr  history.  Among  theM 
may  tw  mentioned,  as  most  prominent,  the  great  Icsa 
of  capital  sostahied  by  our  commerdal  emporium 
in  the  fire  of  December,  1886— a  loss  the  effects  at 
i^ch  were  underrated  at  the  time,  because  postponed 
for  a  season  by  the  great  fadlitiea  of  cre<Ut  then  esBt- 
tng ;  the  disturbing  effbcts,  in  our  commercial  duea, 
of  the  transfers  of  the  public  moneys  required  by  the 
depodt  law  of  June,  1886;  and  the  measures  ad<mted 
by  the  fivdgn  ereotora  of  onr  meniiatita  to  rednoe 
ttidr  debto,  and  to  withdraw  ftom  the  Uidted  States 
a  large  portion  of  our  specie. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  citlaena  may  hereto- 
fore have  been  to  urini  to  these  causes  uie  <^ef 
instrumentality  bx  producing  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  developments  sobsequentiy  made,  and 
the  actnal  ooadMum  of  other  oonmerdal  eomitriei, 
mus^  aa  it  asana  to  me,  diqid  all  remainli^  doalMs 
upon  the  sol^ect  It  has  rinoe  appeared  that  evils, 
rimflar  to  those  aaltoed     omeiTCi,  hart  bem  ez- 
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h!B  vote  Qpon  the  amendment.  Ifr.  O.  then 
called  for  the  yeaa  and  s^tb;  wbleh  woe 
ordered. 

Mr.  Lawkkkob  sold  he  wonld  not  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House  more  than  a  moment 
The  amendment,  he  apprehended,  was  new  to 
most  d  the  members  upon  this  floor.  He  had 
examined  it  carefoUy,  and  he  believed  Uiat  the 
effect  of  It,  if  it  pa^ed,  would  he  to  legalize 
powers  that  were  claimed  and  exerdsed  by  the 
beorelarjr  of  the  Iteaaory,  which  were  before, 
to  say  the  least,  very  donbtfiil.  Its  effect 
wonld  be  to  destroy  the  to  neutralize  and 
to  nullify  erery  TSliuble  provision  in  it  He 
stated  tnis  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  West; 
for,  if  he  understood  the  amendment,  its  effbot, 
if  carried  ont,  would  be  the  same  as  the  Treas- 
ury order,  tIz  :  to  bring  the  whole  country,  in 
the  region  of  the  limd  offices,  down  to  a  specie 
bads;  to  drive  from  circulation  every  bank 
note,  which  wonld  be  converted  into  specie,  is- 
ened  hj  the  banks  in  the  n^hborhood  the 
land  omoes ;  and,  in  place  of  ibsir  own  w^ier, 
have  in  ofreulatlcHi  the  notes  of  Aatant  luuiks 
— ^those  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  New 
England. 

He  did  not  give  his  assent  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill ;  it  was  not  one  which  he 
wonld  have  offered,  nta*  was  it  the  best  bill 
that  could  have  been  presented  and  matured. 
He  took  this  occanon  to  aaj^  that  he  deemed 
the  whole  system  of  banking,  the  whole  flnaa- 
cial  operations  of  the  Government  so  far  as  the 
currency  was  concerned,  as  la  a  distracted  con- 
dition, and  sach  as  did  not  meet  his  oononr- 
rence.  He  bdieved  it  was  a  system  which, 
sooner  or  later,  wonld  infliot,  must  in&ct,  on 
the  oonntry  a  oalamify  wUoh  now  was  intib- 
aUy  little  antlc^Nited.  He  beUeved  that  the 
florrency  of  this  wide^ztended  ooontry  never 
eoold  he  properly  regulated  without  some  great 
central  oonlroUing  power  over  the  State  banks. 
But  he  would  not  now  go  farther  into  the  sub- 
ject, because  he  knew  that  the  time  of  the 
Hoose  was  too  valuable,  at  this  period  of  the 
seedon,  to  be  occupied  by  him. 

Mr.  HAinr,  of  Sew  York,  said  gentlemen 
looked  npon  this  bill  as  a  repeal  of  the  IVeas- 
mj  order.  This  was  not  so ;  becaose  at  last  it 
Idi  the  matter  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; and  he  ventured  to  say,  if  the  bill  was 
now  passed,  the  apwae  order  wonld  not  be  re- 
pealea.  It  did  not  require  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  spede-ps^ing 
banks  for  the  puUlo  revise,  but  left  it  disore- 
ttonary  with  Mm  to  do  m  or  not  The  amotd- 
ment  proposed  by  the  Oommittee  <tf  Ways  and 
Means  merely  declared  the  eflfecfc  of  tine  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  constitnti<»i,  which  were  para- 
mount to  an  the  laws  which  ooold  be  passed  <m 
the  snMeet  If  the  bill  wait  to  legslize  the 
notes  or  any  banks  in  payment  for  Uie  pnblie 
revenue,  he  ventured  to  assert  that  It  would 
receive  bnt  few  votes  In  that  House. 

Mr.  MntcKB  made  some  ronarks  in  oppod- 
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tion  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Mass,)  and  in  oppoeition  to  the  amendment 

Mr.  BouxDnr  merely  roee  to  say  that  he 
shonld  vote  on  the  various  bills,  propositiona, 
and  amoidments,  rel^;in^  to  the  onrrMiey  and 
money  in  which  the  public  dues  were  oolleeted, 
as  it  seem  best,  or  rather,  least  mis- 

chievoos.  Br  these  votes  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  to  nwan  fhat  any  remedy  could 
be  found  for  the  evil  proposed  to  be  cured  or 
affected— pretoided  to  be  dedgned  by  these 
measures  to  be  cured.  He  meant  the  evil  ari^ 
ing  out  of  having  in,  or  passing  through,  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  SUtes  such  vast  sums 
of  mon^  as  are,  and  have  been,  ind  jmlbMj 
will  be  wt  some  time. 

He  said  he  did  not  mean  to  advocate  dietri- 
butioo,  tari^  breach  of  oonstitutifm,  consolida- 
tion ;  nothing  like  it  All  this  thing  la  done. 
The  money  hss  been  raised  almost  at  the  pdnt 
of  the  bayonet,  or  rather  the  sums  that  paid  off 
our  debt^  and  left  this  balance  under  protect* 
ing  duties ;  tgafaut  wfaioh  he  had  laborad  dl 
heoonld,aiidiulinTaln.  mutahoiddbedtnie 
with  themt  He  knew  they  corrupted  the 
people's  agents,  in  the  States  as  well  as  here. 
Those  agents  are  neither  better  nor  worse  thoq 
they  are  here.  This  is  the  reason  that  we  can- 
not find  ont  and  agree  upon  what  AaH  be  done 
with  the  money.  They  that  have  it  there,  as 
well  as  they  that  have  it  here,  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  it 

Mr.  Pattoh  supported  the  bill,  and  opposed 
the  amendment,  wUch  he  indsted  went  to 
nullify  the  bill 

SuTHKBLAin),  remarking  that  the  House 
and  the  nation  well  understood  the  whole  sub- 
ject demanded  the  previons  questaon. 

Mr.  Gaibbaxth  inquired  if  uie  previous  ques- 
tion wonld  cut  off  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wi^s  and  Means. 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  success  of  that  motion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question — ^yeas  83,  nays  60. 

So  tiie  House  ordered  the  main  question  to 
be  now  put 

Mr.  MoOabtt  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question;  whidi  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  148,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

Tub.— Heesra  Adanu,  0.  .&llaii,  H.  jUlen,  An- 
tbony,  fisiley,  Beale,  Bdl,  Bend,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Br!^  Buchanan,  Btmcs,  J.  Cal- 
boon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Cas^,  Q, 
Chamben,  J.  Chambers,  Chapnum,  Chetwood,  ChfldB, 
K.  H.  ClaibOTue,  J.  F.  H.  Claibcnve,  Claric,  Connor, 
Conrb,  ftaig,  Crane,  Crary,  Oudiing,  Dawson,  Den- 
ny, Ehnote,  Enna,  £TereU,  Fowler,  Freocb,  J.  Gar- 
land, R.  Gariand,  Gbolson,  Qrabam,  Granger,  Graves, 
Oraysoo,  Gresndl,  Giiffln,  HUand  Hall,  Hannegao, 
Harian,  Harper,  8.  &  Harrison,  Hawking,  Haynes, 
Haidtine,  Henderson,  Heisto-,  Herod,  Hoar,  H<^ 
Una,  Howard,  Howell,  HnUey,  Hunt,  Huntanan, 
Ii^mon,  Iiwham,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer  J. 
W.  Jones,  Eilrora,  Une,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  0. 
Lee,  L.  Lea,  LtmiB,  Unooln,  Lore,  Looas,  hjaot  J. 


I^md»  reethable  fmr  JWaral  Dum. 
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Kmo,  Ibrtiii,  S.  Hascni,  Maory,  Vaj,  HcCarty,  Uo- 
Omdm,  McK«iuuui,  UcKim,  Meioer,  Milligan,  Hont- 
mcauBej,  Mornn,  Horris,  Mublenbetg,  Owena,  Fai^ 
ksr.  Futon,  D.  J.  Fearae.  J.  A.  Peuce,  PeantHi, 
Fettigraw,  FfaelpB,  FUUW  Hckens,  Piiu^y,  Potts, 
Bmd,  Rttuber,  John  RejDolda,  RidiardBot,  Robert- 
son, SchoDck.  W.  B.  Oiepoid,  A.  H.  Sbepperd, 
Sbietdfl,  Slade,  Sioane,  Bpangler,  Sprague,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Storer,  Sutheriand,  Taliaferro,  W.  ThomnoD, 
Xtuner,  Underwood,  Tiaton,  Wagener,  Wad^ngton, 
Webster,  Whi(«,  Eliaha  WUttleaey,  L.  ^miiimB,  8. 
Wifflama,  TeU— 143. 

Nats.— Ueasra.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Blac^,  Bockee,  Bo^d,  Brown,  Bums,  Cambreleng, 
Obaney,  Chapin,  Coles,  Cuahman,  Doobleday,  Drom- 
eoole,  Efher,  lUifield,  Farlin,  FrV,  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
J.  Hall,  H«aer,  Hardin,  A.  G.  HuriMHi,  BimeB,  Holt, 
Himtii^ton,  Jarvi^  C.  Jtrfmson,  B,  Jones,  Lansing, 
J.  Iiee,  Leonard,  L(»an,  Loyall,  A.  Hann,  W.  Ma- 
son, H.  Mason,  M(£a;,  UcKeon,  UcLene,  Page, 
Fadu,  F.  Pierce,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Bogexa,  Sey- 
monr,  Shiun,  Sickles,  &uith,  Tayl(»^  Tbnna^  J. 
ThauMD,  TuiiiU,  Tanderpoel,  Wanl,  WardweD— S9. 

So  tiie  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
(after  some  remind  from  Ur.  Habdin,  ezplan- 
atory  cS  his  reasODB  for  Toting  Mcainst  the 
bffl.)* 

TSDB8DAT,  March  2. 
Ineeatigation  Reportt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gaelasd,  the  report  of 


-*  nda  Ull,  tlUM|^  paaligbotli  Hoiws  •»  large  a  Tola^ 
did  not  bacMM  law,  vanalBlng  uulgnMl  tlw  Praddant 
OB  aoeonnt  of  tha  aaoeiiaiBtj-  of  ItapmrUau,  aftar  odbbuI- 
tall<»  with  tlw  Attanmer-Goienl,  (Be^JamlB  F.  Baflar, 
Eiq.,)  aa  ax^alned  In  tba  fcllowliig  daahratton  cammani- 
oitod  by  the  Ft«aldeBt  to  Coagna^  and  fllad  la  tba  Dspart- 
ni«iit  of  State:— 

Jtetumt  (f  Prtgident  Jaekmin  for  not  acti^ig  d^^iliv^  en 
tkt  bill  mtiUed  A»  act  de»igitating  mtd  amiting  tke 
Jundt  reetivaNe/or  the  mtnvea     the  United  J^aiet." 

The  UU  from  tha  Beaata,  aatUled  ■*  An  aot  detteoatlDfr  and 
llmltlnR  the  ftmda  reoelrable  for  the  reveunea  of  the  Umted 
Stktea,"  eama  to  mj  hands  y eaterdar,  at  two  o'clock  t.  k. 
Od  penulDK  tt,  I  found  lU  provtaloni  so  oomplex  aad  anoer- 
tatn,  that  I  deemed  It  naceaaarr  to  obtalo  the  opinion  of  the 
Attomer-fionenl  of  the  United  Btatee  on  wrenl  Important 
oneatloni,  tooohlng  Its  oonttnictlon  and  eflbetjtdbra  I  eonld 
oodde  on  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  It  The  Attorney' 
Qeneial  took  up  the  snttject  Immediately,  and  his  reply  was 
reported  to  ma  this  day  at  fire  o'clock  r.u.  As  this  officer, 
after  a  carefiil  and  IsMrioos  examination  of  the  hltl,  and  a 
distinct  ezpresaloD  of  hie  opinion  on  the  points  proposed  to 
him,  stltl  came  to  the  eondoslon  that  the  oonstnietlon  of  the 
bm,  should  It  become  a  law,  wonld  be  yet  a  snUect  of  mneh 
paiplexlty  and  donbt,  U  view  of  the  bill  entlruy  eolnddent 
vlui  my  own,)  and  as  I  eannot  think  tt  proper.  In  a  matter 
of  lacb  Interest  and  ofsaoh  constant  appllcatioiL  to  QtproTe 
a  bin  so  liable  to  dlversi^  of  interpreti^ons,  and  more  eapa- 
cially  sa  I  have  not  baa  time,  amid  the  dntlea  ooattMitb' 
peastDg  on  me,  to  give  the  snbjeot  that  deliberate  eonddera* 
tlon  which  its  importance  demands,  I  am  constrained  to  re- 
tain the  bill,  without  sctlnR  definltirely  therein;  andtotha 
end  that  my  reaaona  for  tlua  step  may  be  ftiliy  nnderatood 
I  shall  oanae  this  p»er,  with  tba  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
Oencral,  and  the  bill  In  onestlon,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Be- 
paitment  Of  State.  VadilngtOB,  Uarah  &  18CT,  one-qnaitar 
Mbra  twain  K  K. 

ABSBST  JACKSOST. 
^ofcL— TUs  8d  of  Hanh  waa  the  bat  day  «f  Oananl  JaA- 
son's  preeidential  torrloe ;  sod,  as  he  held  that  the  day  ended 
at  iiildii]ght,liotook  aantodotUs  last  ottolal  aot  bdkm 
4ha  npmtlMi  «r  tke  d^.aad  to  pMMm  the  nldMiM  tfU. 


the  minority  of  the  Beleot  Oommittee  of  which 
he  is  ohainoan,  was  ordered  to  l>e  printed. 

Mr.  Oakland  mored  to  print  6,000  extra 
copies  of  the  two  reports,  without  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  Boose  having  agreed  to  consider  the 
motion  at  this  time, 

Ur.  Hawss  moved  to  amend  this  motion  by 
adding  6,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Select 
Oommittee  on  the  West  P<nnt  Aoaduny, 
Agreed  to — yeas  64,  najB  48. 

Ihrt^floatim  BiU—Ihpotit  Clause. 

The  bill  making  impropriations  for  certain 
fortifloations  for  the  year  1687,  and  for  other 
purpoBea,  had  been  retamed  ttom  the  Senate 
with  an  amendment,  striking  oot  that  portioa 
of  the  hill  which  provides  that  the  money  which 
may  remwi  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Ist  of  January  next,  reserving 
five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with 
the  several  States,  according  to  certain  pro- 
vifflons  of  the  aot  to  regolate  the  public  de* 
posits,  passed  Jnne  SS,  1880 ;  and  the  question 
was  on  concurring  with  the  Senate  va.  thur 
amendmwt. 

Mr.  Bill  add  he  would  make  hut  a  remark 
or  two  upon  tlie  moti<m  which  he  proposed  to 
nuke  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

The  House  had  ino(Mrporated  the  clause  for  ft 
distribution  of  any  suiplus  whidi  mi^t  he  in 
the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  among  the 
States,  into  the  fortification  bill,  by  a  lai^  and 
decisive  majori^.  The  Senate  amended  the 
bill  by  striking  out  this  moat  important  pro- 
vision ;  and  this  House,  upon  a  reconMderation 
of  the  Hobject,  reaffirmed  their  first  decision, 
and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
by  a  msjority  equally  deoisive,  and  one  which, 
under  the  circnmstanoes,  I  might  say  was  over- 
whelming. The  Senate  has  thooj^t  pit^ier, 
neverthuess,  to  insist  aprai  its  amenomoit; 
and  the  qiiesti<HL  is  now  presented,  whether  we 
shall  recede  from  the  gnvond  we  have  taken,  w 
firmly  adhere  to  a  measure  which  we  brieve 
to  be  of  vital  interest.  The  question  is  one  of 
the  first  magnitude,  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  connected  directly  with  the  permanent  in- 
terest and  welfare  of  the  whole  country.  We 
have  now  to  decide  whether  this,  the  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature — whether 
we,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  whom 
the  ocmstitutiou  has  intrusted,  in  an  especial 
manner,  the  guardiaoahip  and  the  duty  of  tH%- 
serving  the  public  treasure — shall  sorrender  up 
our  trust,  abandcKi  onr  own  views  of  pnbuo 
dufy,  and  conform  to  Uie  wishes  and  will  of  the 
Senate,  A  prindide  of  deep  interest  is  thus 
invcdved  in  this  question,  besides  that  of  mere 
expediency  in  relation  to  the  particular  measure 
under  oonMderation.  Oan  any  one  doubt  the 
line  of  duty  thus  pliunly  marked  out  to  us  I 
Are  we  not  bound  in  justice  to  ourselves,  in 
josdoe  to  the  eonstitnti<m  aod  to  the  best  in* 
tisreats  of  the  oomitiy,  flimlj  to  adhere  to  onr 
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first  resolve  ?  Upon  the  point  of  ezpedienoT, 
whatever  donbt  may  have  existed  in  the  minds 

an7,  whether  there  would  be  a  saiplas  of 
any  oonsiderable  amotmt  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  this  proportion  was  first  sahmitted, 
rarely  now,  since  the  land  bill  has  been  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  not  the  slightest  prosit 
remains  of  reviving  it  at  the  present  session, 
there  is  no  longer  any  gronnd  of  nncerttunty  as 
to  that  qaestion.  All  must  now  admit,  not 
only  that  there  will  be  a  snrolns,  bat  that  it 
will  be  a  very  large  one ;  and  the  qaestion  is 
now  presented,  and  mast  be  decided  by  the 
vote  which  we  are  abont  to  take,  whether  the 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  in  the  Treasory,  over 
and  above  the  demands  of  Uie  ^nblio  service, 
will  be  more  secure  when  deposited  with  and 
disMbated  among  the  severai  States  of  the 
tTnion,  or  In  Btate  banks  over  whicb  we  hare 
no  control,  whose  condition  at  this  moment  is 
inflated,  tmcertain,  and  peritons  in  the  faightet 
d^pree.  Those  who  think  the  States  less  safe 
or  trustworthy  than  the  nmnerona  Btate  banks 
wMoh  hold  the  pnblic  mc»ieys  in  d^radt^  will 
of  course  be  against  as. 

Another  ^eat  qoestion  is  presented,  and 
mast  be  decided  by  onr  present  actjon.  It  is, 
whether  we  shall  snffer  a  sarplns  revenae,  the 
nnavoidable  and  nnforesera  result  of  past  legis- 
lation, to  remain  in  the  national  Treasory  to 
tempt  the  next  Congress,  as  it  has  done  the 
present  one,  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the 
Govemment  In  a  degree  and  in  a  manner  wbol- 

?■  inconsistent  with  evoy  idea  of  eoonomy. 
do  m>t  intend  to  enter  ftirtber  Into  the  ar^- 
ment  I, have  observed,  at  another  step  of  uie 
progress  of  this  measore,  that  I  conddered  the 
argument,  both  for  and  agidDst  it,  fdlly  before 
the  country ;  and  I  conclude  by  movuig  that 
tills  Honse  do  insist  upon  its  disagreement  to 
the  Senate's  amenchnent. 

The  Spuebb  said  that  motion,  if  r^eeted, 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  motum  to  agree  to 
the  amendment 

Ur.  Yandskfoel  sfdd  that,  as  he  believed 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  his  mind,  he 
would  more  the  prertons  question. 

The  qaestion  uien  recurred  on  the  demand 
for  the  prerions  question,  and  was  dedded  In 
the  affirmative. 
So  there  was  a  second. 
Kr.  HowKLL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question ;  which  were  reflu- 
ed.  And  the  House  determined  that  the  main 
question  should  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Hie 
main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  thenuun  question,  "  Will  the  House  dis- 
agree to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  t "  was 
taken,  and  deoded  in  tiie  afflimattve,  as  fid- 
lows: 

Tkas. — Ueanv,  Adams,  Chilton  Allin,  Heman 
Allen,  Bailey,  Bell, Bond, Bordeo,BrigKa, Bnduuuui, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  CUhouo,  Camp- 
boU,  Carter,  Casey,  B^rga  Chamben,  JTohn  Cham- 
bers, Chetirood,  ChUds^  Kitfaantd  B.  Claibonie, 
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Clatk,  Gonnw,  Gonrin,  Gnrae,  OnsUng,  Dariiagtoo, 
DawMD,  Debany,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  EverM^ 
French,  Bloe  Oarisnd,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Gra^n,  Orennell,  Oriiffii^HUaDd  Ball,  ELard,  Har* 
<Ud,  Hariu,  Hamr,  HnnI;  Hazeltine,  Henderson, 
Heister,  H^od,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Inger- 
BoU,  Witliam  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry  John- 
son, Eennon,  Kilgore,  hone,  iMrrence,  lay,  Luke 
Left,  Lewis,  lincotn,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Hum,  Samson 
Mason,  Haury,  Hay,  HcCarty,  HcCtHnas,  McEennaa, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  HoDtgomery,  Moif;an,  Uonis,  Par- 
ker, James  X.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrow,  PeyUn, 
Phillipa,  Pickens,  PoOa,  Reed,  Rendier,  John  Bey- 
ndds,  Roberteon,  William  R  Shepard,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Sade,  bungler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
SutbeHand,  Waddy  "nitHnpson,  Turner,  Underwood, 
YinUoi,  Washington,  White,  Eliaha  WhitUeeey, 
Leiris  TraUams,  Shenod  WDUams~lia 

Nats.— Heiin.  Antiioiiy,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Blade,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Broini,  Bums,  Bynnm,  Gambreleng,  Chaney,  Cbiqun, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Ov^,  Oamer,  Oraiy, 
Gushman,  Doubleday,  Dromsoole,  Dnnlap,  Faii^ld, 
Fariin,  Try,  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Oh^son,  Olas- 
oock,  Grantland,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert 
Q.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holt,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  higbam,  Jarvis,  Joseph 
Johnson,  lUchard  JL  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jimes,  Landng,  iMder,  Gideon 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Ibomas  Lee,  Xeonard,  Lwan, 
LoyalL  Looaa,  William  Mason,  K.  Mason,  McKay, 
McKeOD.  Moffim,  McLeneJDller.  Huhlenben,  Pat- 
terson, Wtton,  Ftranklin  Fierce,  Dntee  J.  Fsaros, 
Phelps,  Flnckney,  Joseph  Beynotds,  Rogers,  Sdienek, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  SddoL  ftnith,  Taylor, 
Tlunnas,  John  Tbomaon,  Turrill,  Vandopod,  wage- 
oer.  Ward,  WardwelL  ITetNtcr,  Thomas  T.  WbU- 
UMey,  Wtoe,  TsU— 94. 

Bo  the  Honse  disagreed  to  the  amendmeiit 
the  Senate. 


Ebzdat,  Uaroh  8. 

JVeneh  Speliationt  prior  to  1600. 

Ur.  HowABD  said  that  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whi^ 
were  referred  numerous  memorials  trtxax  ddm- 
ants  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  180(^  to 
move  that  a  list  of  those  daimants,  whldi  he 
held  in  his  hand,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  aasoted,  by  those  oppos- 
ed to  the  clums,  that  they  were  chiefly  in  the 
hands  of  specolators,  who  had  purchased  them 
at  a  small  price,  and  were  ther^ore  not  entitled 
to  as  mnch  Jostice  as  the  ori^nal  sufferers 
would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  dassify  the  petitioners;  and  the 
result  would  show  that  there  was  Uttie  or  no  ^ 
foundation  for  this  opinion.  When  the  names 
should  be  printed,  he  hoped  the  members  of 
the  House  would  test  its  accuracy  by  examin- 
ing the  names  of  the  daimants  in  the  several 
States. 

Ur.  H.  taSA.  he  would  add,  npon  his  individ- 
ual  resp^uAbOity  as  a  member  of  this  House^ 
that,  from  a  laborious  Investigation,  he  was 
Bttufied  of  the  intrindo  juBtioe  w  these  olaims, 
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■nd  believed  that  tbej  most  and  would  be  paid 
at  some  time  or  ottker.  As  fiar  as  his  Toioe 
oonld  readi,  he  enconraged  the  claimante  to 
persevere,  and  not  snffer  their  energy  to  be 
overcome  b;^  the  long  delay  which  had  been 
heretofore  palnfidly,  wad,  he  would  add,  nqjost- 
ly  ezperienoed. 
The  foUowiog  is  an  abstract  of  the  list : 

Abstract  of  petitkmen  on  tcooant  <^  Frwidii  spolia- 
tions  prior  to  1800,  ud  wfaow  nwPMrish  are  mwr 
before  Oongiess,  vk: 

Vtom  estate  of  Kahie,      -      ■      .      -  69 

•«         "     New  Hampshire,       -      -  M 

"        »     Temwiit,  -      -     -     -  2 

**        **    Vsnsanhiinfittn.   .      •      -  S68 

**          *'     Rhode  bluid,    •      -      •  2S 

«         "     Comiectimt,      -      -      -  80 

"         "     NewYoA,        -      -      -  101 

"         '*     New  Jersey,      ...  4 

**         ">   FemiBi^viiiia,    -      •      •  IOC 

«(         **     Delawue,  ...      -  6 

«         «     KarrliBd,  -      -      -      •  1S4 

»        "    District  of  Otdombia,  -     •  SO 

"         "     Tirginia,   ....  4* 

«         «     North  OwoUna,  -      -      .  2fl 

**         **     Sooth  Carolina,  .      -      ■  27 

"         "     Oeoigia,    ....  8 

"        *•     Kentaeky,  ....  8 

"         "     OUo,        ....  6 

Alabama,  ....  2 

»               UieaiflBippi,       .      -      .  l 

"         «'     Ixniiskna,  .      .      .      •  2 

«         «     Ifinoori,    -      .      -      -  1 

»        M     Indiana,    -     .     .      .  i 


Total, 


906 


And  the  following  a^tpears  to  be  a  proper 
dassificatifflL  of  the  abova^tated  petititmers, 
viz: 

FMitkms  <tf  original  daimanta  in  their  own  il^it,  44S 
**     ofadnUnistntOTS,  107* 
**     ofezeouton^  118 


for  belia, 
Car  estates, 
as  sorriring  partners, 
asnaidiana, 
widows  fte  estates, 
as  urignees  of  bank- 

rwta  and  as  tmataes 

oiinscdTentB, 


62 


of  fosomiee  companies,  as  asdgnees 
of  original  claimants,  for  tosses 
covert  by  insorance,  - 
of  original  dalmants,  "  for  eclf  and 

othen,"  

"  "  "by  attorney," 
**  "l^i^entB,** . 

Totd,      .     .     .  . 


489 


18 

18 
28 
18 

966 


The  motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  agreed  to^witlioDt 

a  divinon. 

Ur.  Wise,  &om  the  Select  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  cmdition  oi  the  Tarioos 
ezeoatiTe  dapartmentB,  pntented  the  np<nte 


of  the  m^cmty  and  minority  of  that  committee, 
and  also  the  views  of  an  individoal  member  of 
the  committee,  which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  that  the  reports,  jonmal  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  accompanying  documents,  be  print* 
ed;  whidi  was  a^eed ta 

Ibrtifieatim  BOL 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  ocmdderatiini 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain, 
fortifications,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the 
year  1887;  which  said  bill  had  been  returned 
from  the  Senate  with  a  message  that  that  body 
imdsted  on  its  amendmentj  by  which  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House,  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  sach  surplus  revenue  as  might  remain 
in  the  Treasniy  of  the  United  States  on  the  let 
of  January  next,  reserving  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
regulate  the  public  deposits,  approved  June  28, 
1686,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bbll,  after  a  few  introdactory  remai^ 
u^ng  the  propriety  and  neoesBit7  of  the  mo- 
tion he  was  about  to  make,  mored  that  Hm 
House  innst  on  its  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
meot  d  the  Senate^  and  asked  far  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  m^n  question  was  then  taken,  and 
decided— yeas  106,  nays  88. 

6o  the  House  insisted  on  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

ThanJttto  the  ^aeaker. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Kuhlensbbq,  (Hr.  Peebob, 
of  New  Hampshire,  then  temporarily  occopy- 
ing  the  chair,) 

RtMivedy  vfumtflioiM/y,  That  the  thanks  of  tl^ 
House  be  presented  to  the  honoiaUe  Jahes  K.  Pole, 
for  the  aUe,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner  with 
vUdk  be  has  presided  over  fte  deliberations,  and 
performed  the  ardnoos  and  importtnt  duties  of  the 
Chair. 

FartifiaOion  Bill—DUtnlmtion  of  the 
Surphu. 

Mr.  Bkll  then  asked  the  general  oouBent  of 
the  House  to  make  a  report  from  the  oommittee 
of  conference. 

Leave  being  granted, 

Mr.  Bnx  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker :  The 
committee  of  conference  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  meet  a  similar  committee 
pointed  by  the  Senate,  on  their  motion,  upon 
the  subject  <A  the  disagre^ng  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  which  proposed  to  strike  out  from  the 
"  bill  msking  appropriations  for  certain  fortiflca- 
ticms  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  18S7, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  that  clause  proposing  to 
distribute  the  surplus  revenue  on  the  1st  day  of 
January  next,  report  that  they  have  performed 
the  du^  assigned  them,  and  have  come  to  no 
agreement.  Mr.  B.  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to 
report  this  fiict  to  the  House,  that  it  might,  if 
it  c^ose,  at  this  period  of  the  sitting,  proceed 
to  take  such  other  steps  as  it  shcrald  think 
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proper ;  and  he  now  moved  that  the  Honae  do 
adhere  to  their  diaagreement. 

itr.  Hawxb  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  asya  on 
thia  motion  ^  vldch  were  ordered. 

The  aneation  then  reourring  upon  the  motion 
<tf  lb,  Beu,  that  the  Home  do  adbne  to  their 
dia^reemaat  to  the  Senate'a  amendment 

OAMBRuras  said}  as  thia  was  tiie  last 
Tote  that  ooold  be  taken  on  this  snl^e^  he  had 
merely  to  state  that,  if  the  Honse  adhered,  the 
bill  was  lost.  [Loud  cries  of  order!  order  1 
from  several  'parts  of  the  hall ;  and  if  Hr.  0. 
did  make  any  additional  remarks,  his  voiiM  was 
entirely  drowned  by  the  noise.] 

Ur.  Obanqbb.  The  ohurm&n  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  announoed  that 
this  hill  was  lost  if  the  House  adhered.  How 
did  he  know  that  t 

Hr.  QAUBULXBro.  I  bsve  the  asBmuice  from 
eommittoe  on  the  part  of  Uie  Bmate. 

lb>,  BatL  remarked  that  the  gentleman's  de- 
datatitm  was  a  most  extraordinary  one.  The ' 
committee  of  three  persons  on  tiie  part  of  the 
Senate,  or  any  nmnber  of  gentiemen  of  that ; 
Hoose,  might  think  that,  because  that  commit- 
tee c<»ild  come  to  no  agreement,  the  body  it 
represented  might  not  Bat  notmng  could  be 
more  true  than  that  the  committee  ^  the  Sen- 
ate conid  not  vote  for  or  speak  for  the  whole 
body  of  the  Senate,  or  even  for  a  m^ority  of 
it. .  They  spoke,  and  spoke  only,  their  own 
sentiments ;  the  same  as  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  ^ke  their  sentiments  as  a 
committee.  N^nther  oould  speak  or  rote  for 
the  whole  body  or  a  nuijority  of  it ;  else  why 
the  necessity  of  approTing,  diu^proving,  adopt- 
luff,  or  rejecting  their  report  f 

Mr.  Adams  inqaired  if  the  gentieman  fh>m 
New  York  was  in  order  in  referring  to  what 
had  taken  place  before  the  committee  of  ooq- 
Ibrence. 

The  Chaib  (temporarily  occupied  by  Hr. 
FisBOB,  of  N'ew  Itompshire)  said  the  point 
ought  to  have  been  rused  at  tiie  time. 

Mr.  Adaus  had  nnderstood  the  point  of  order 
was  made,  for  the  gentionan  was  loudly  called 
to  order ;  and  Mr.  A.  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  Speaker  at  once  to  have  arrested  the  re- 
marks. 

The  Chaib  had  heard  do  gentleman  ilea  In 
Us  plaoe  and  ndse  the  point  of  order,  or  he 
should  have  at  onoe  entertained  ft. 

Hr.  Adams.  Was  it  in  order  for  the  gentie- 
man from  New  York  to  intimidate,  or  to  make 
remarks  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating,  the 
members  of  this  uotue  in  the  votes  they  ml^^ 
be  about  to  give  ? 

The  Ohaib  had  not  heard  any  "  intimidation  " 
thrown  out  by  the  member  from  New  York. 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  a  hope  that  no  member 
would  be  influenced  by  what  fell  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

"iSr.  Oambbblkns  said,  gentlemen  might  take 
the  rei^ndbility  of  lodng  the  fortification  UU 
If  they  pleased.  Upon  mm  at  least  it  would 
not  rest,  and  he  should  vote  to  reoede. 


tUuoB,  1S87. 

"iSi.  YASDKBPoaL  thought  it  entirely  useless 
to  be  indnlging  in  recrimination  on  this  subject. 
He  believed  eveiy  man  had  made  up  his  mini 
and  was  willing  to  assume  tiie  responsibility,  if 
any  t^iere  waa,  or  wotdd  be,  in  this  matter. 
For  his  own  piart,  he  was  perfeotiy  ready  and 
willing  to  take  his  share  of  it.  He  had  voted 
against  the  proposition  ingrafted  on  this  bill  In 
the  first  instance,  because  it  contained  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  most  obnozious  principle — ^that 
of  distribution;  and  which^  In  his  opinion, 
counterbalanced  and  overbalanced  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  fortification  bill.  He  was  also  willing 
to  vote  ag^nst  It  again,  on  the  same  ground 
and  to  assume  his  snare  of  the  responsibility ; 
but,  believing  that  speeches  woidd  make  no 
converts,  he  hoped  the  questaon  would  be  titken 
without  ftirther  debate. 

Ur.  Labb  said,  the  bill  called  the  deposit  bill 
ai  the  last  aeanon  sprang  from  a  le^timato 
aonrce,  from  one  of  the  standing  oommittees, 
and  was  a  1»I1  oonneoted  with  but  a  single 
other  provision  near  of  kin.  It  was  knowiL 
officially  known,  that  a  large  surplus  had  and 
would  accumulate  in  the  Treasnn^,  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  there  was  tame 
for  the  action  of  Congress^  and  an  apparent 
necessity  for  it.  Otherwise,  m  the  present  case, 
it  has  been  introduced  as  an  amesoment  to  the 
fortification  bill — a  bill  upon  which  the  safety 
of  our  commerce,  our  cities,  our  people,  and 
the  national  honor,  depend — at  the  dose  of  the 
session ;  not  a  bill  of  thia  House,  but  of  the 
Senate.  The  Senate  has  reftised  to  concur. 
This  Honse  has  adhered.  The  Senate  again 
reftise  to  concur,  and,  in  all  due  oourtesy,  haa 
aaked  a  oommittee  of  oonferenoe.  That  com- 
mittee £ul  to  agree ;  and  it  now  remains  to  be 
determined  whether  thia  House  will  recede ;  if 
it  does  not,  the  fortification  bill,  so  important 
to  the  defence  of  the  country,  roust  fidl. 

If  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  amend- 
ment would  save  the  amendment,  even  at  the 
loss  of  the  fortification  bill,  there  would  exist 
some  reason  for  firmness ;  but  the  disagreement 
has  arrived  at  that  point  of  legislation  which, 
by  the  vote  now  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recede,  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  both :  to  recede 
is  to  pass  theibrtifioaticBi  bill — to  refuse  is  the 
loss  of  bottu  This  House  miut  recede,  or  they 
Aeep  together. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  caUed  upon  honoraUe  mem- 
bers to  pause  and  reflect  before  they  gave  such 
a  vote ;  a  vote  that  would  not  only  put  a  stop 
to  all  the  public  works  now  in  prop^^ss,  and 
permit  them  to  fall  into  decay,  but  blight  the 
national  cre^t  and  honor  by  a  breach  of  na- 
tional ffuth.  Existing  contracts  must  be  vio- 
lated, for  the  want  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  to  fulfil  them. 

Sir,  (stud  Mr.  L.,)  when  does  the  amendment 
propose  to  depout  the  surplus  revenue?  Not 
untU  Jannonr,  1888. 

Mr.  L,  and  he  would  call  upon  honorable 
members  to  aay  If  any  necesuty  existed  for 
such  premature  action  upon  the  sat^ect  of  the 
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•arpltu  xmuie.  The  amwdmcnt  propoaed  to 
AiMbote  In  Jsmurjr,  1688,  befive  it  ean  l»e 
known  wheAer  there  will  be  any  to  disCrlbnte. 
A  war  with  He^oo,  or  a  protracted  one  with 
the  IniUan  tribes,  and  it  would  all  be  swallowed 
«p  for  national  d^nce.  Sappoae  a  large  snr- 
piaa  should  accomolate,  there  will  be  ample 
time  for  the  next  Congress  to  act  npon  the  sub- 
ject before  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  oonld 
take  e£fect  Sir,  tUs  Eonae  haa  but  a  few 
hoars  to  act;  the  next  CJongresa  will  have  a 
mondu  From  estimates  l^d  before  them,  they 
will  be  able  to  act  advisedlj  upon  the  snbjeot. 

Mr.  Uann,  of  New  Tork,  eipresaed  a  hope 
t>iftt.  this  qoesUon  was  not  to  be  debated  again 
at  ^ia  late  hoar ;  and  he  therefore  demanded 
tito  previoaa  question. 

16.  Glasooox.  I  aeocHtd  the  motitHiT  for  I 
do  hope  that  it  win  not  be  debated  any  more. 

The  demand  for  the  previoaa  question  was 
then  seconded  by  the  Honse — ^yeas  185;  and 
the  mun  qaestion  was  ordered,  withont  a  dl- 
Tision. 

Ur.  Buoos  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
the  m^n  qaeation;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were— yeas  107,  nays  87,  aa  follows : 

Yua.— Hessn.  Adams,  0.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Btdley, 
Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briffls,  Bnnch,  J.  Cal- 
boon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  GampbeU,  Carter,  Casey, 
Oeorge  Chambers,  John  Chaiobers,  Childs,  If.  H. 
Claiborne,  Clait,  Connor,  Corwln,  Crane,  Guflhlng, 
Dawson,  Debcrry,  Denny,  Eknore,  ETans,  Ererett, 
fVvester,  Fowler,  French,  R.  Garland,  Grahiun,  Gran- 
ger, GaTBs,  Grayson,  (kumell,  (Mffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard, 
Ha^jfi,  Harian,  Harper,  Hawes,  Haiettine,  Heister, 
Herod,  Hoar,  Hopki^  Howell,  Hunt,  Insnstdl,  W. 
Jaduon,  Janes,  Jeiufer,  H.  J<dmwni,  Eiigore,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Uncoln,  Loto, 
Lyon,  X  Uann,  a  Mason,  Hanry,  May,  MeCarty,  Mo- 
Comas,  MoEennan,  Hal<ene,  Mercer,  MUlirot,  Mont- 
gomery, Fariier,  J.  A.  Pearoe,  Peuson,  Fettigrew, 
FeytoD,  Fhillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Seed,  Bencher, 
John  Beynolds,  Bichardaon,  Robertson,  W.  B.  Shep- 
ard,  X  H.  Siepperd,  Slade,  Standefer,  Storer,  Suthra- 
land,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomson,  Turner,  Undenrood, 
Tlnton,  Wadibigton,  White,  £.  Whittles^,  L.  Wil- 
liams, &  Wmiaffis-~107. 

Nat& — ^Meaara.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bookee,  Boree,  Boyd,  Bums,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleqg,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cr^,  Cramer,  Grary, 
Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoolc,  Dwil^,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Gbolsoo,  Qlasoodt,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  Hamer,  Haonegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haw- 
khia,  Haynea,  Hol^  Howard,  Hnbley,  Hmitiiwtmk, 
Hontsman,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  0.  Jofaoami,  J.  W. 
Jcmea,  Eeonom  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J. 
Lee,  Leonard,  Lcvan,  Loyall,  Lncaa,  A.  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, W.  Mason,  IL  Mason,  McKay,  MoKeon,  MoKhu, 
Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parks,  Patteiaon,  Patton, 
F.  Pierce,  D.  J,  Fearce,  Fhelps,  Finckney,  Joseph 
Beymdds,  Bogera,  8tdmi,'&ddes,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Tajlor,  ThomasL  J.  Thonscm,  Tiurill,  Vanderpoel, 
Wagen^  Ward,  Wardwell,  Welister,  T.  T.  Whit^ 
tleMy,  Wise,  Yell— 87. 

60  the  Honae  detennined  to  adhere  to  its 
^aagreement  to  the  Seoate'a  amendment;  and 
ft  message  was  sent  to  that  body,  bj  Its  CQerk, 
notifying  Hkem  of  the  fact. 


The  Braxkb  then  rose  and  addreaaed  the 
Honse  as  ft^owa : 

OamLiinB :  The  twenty-fourth  Coi^ress  has  now 
doaed  its  deliberations,  and,  being  about  to  be  cHa- 
solved,  I  aeiaa  the  rnunent  of  ear  separatioB  to  re> 
torn  to  this  Hooae  my  profound  acknowledgroenta  fcr 
the  many  eridsDoes  I  have  had  nS  your  indu^ent 
kindness,  and  generous  confideoce  and  support,  dor* 
ing  the  period  I  hare  prerided  over  your  ddibwa> 
tions ;  but  more  eroecially  do  I  return  to  you  my 
uDoere  thanlce  for  ttie  rote  you  bare  been  j^eased 
this  di^  to  pass,  approving  my  oflSdal  conduct  in  the 
dialr.  No  lan|^uige,  gentlemen,  can  adequately  oon- 
Tey  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  which  this  testiioonial 
of  your  good  oi^oa  baa  excited  in  my  breast  Tbe 
gratification  which  it  has  affbrded  is  Uie  greater,  be- 
cause the  res(dntion  you  have  pasMd  conveys 
the  Tolnntary  and  ddiberalely  expreased  c^rfnlons  ot 
gentlemen,  with  many  oi  wiiom  I  have  beat  kng 
aaeociated  here,  all  of  irtmn  have  been  the  eyewit- 
neaaee  of  my  omiduct  aa  the  presdiog  ct&ou  «  tUa 
House,  and  whose  fiiendsl^  esteem,  and  oonfldvioe, 
I  shall  cherish  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  tlua  high  station  with 
a  fiUl  sense  d  the  respondbility  which  must  oftm 
deTolve  upon  me,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose,  if  I 
know  my  own  heart,  bo  to  discharge  those  dimes  as 
to  merit  the  respect  and  good  .opinion  of  tins  ^niae 
and  the  uiprobation  of  the  country.  I  have  had  no 
other  dedre  than  Uiat  the  rules  and  parliamentary 
laws  by  which  our  proceedings  are  regulated  dionld 
be  property  expounded  and  oomctly  administered. 
It  is  due  to  candor  to  say  that  tlie  steady  and  un- 
wavering support  wbloh  you  have  upon  all  oocasloiia 
given  me  baa  akme  enabled  ma  anecenftdly  to  dla- 
charge  the  duties  aasigned  me.  The  anxiety  and  «o- 
licitude  wUch  I  have  often  felt,  and  eq>eciaDy  In 
seasons  of  great  political  excitement,  tnm  whidi  our 
deliberations  have  not  been  exempt,  to  perform  my 
duty,  not  only  with  faithfulness,  but  acceptably  to 
the  House  and  to  the  ooontiy,  can  be  known  and  ao- 
predated  only  by  hhn  who  haa  filled  this  <bav. 
Amidnt  the  embarraflsments  and  difficulties  wUdi 
have  often  snirouoded  me,  it  has  ^ven  me  pleanre, 
up<m  all  occasions,  to  court  tiie  i^vice  and  correc- 
tion of  the  House  If  I  erred ;  and  it  Is  a  soorae  of 
the  highest  gratification  to  me  to  know  that,  upon 
the  DunmoQS  occasions  when  the  House  haa  been 
appealed  to  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  offldal  dedslous 
wnidi  it  waa  my  duty  to  make,  you  have  promptly 
given  me  your  soi^rarL  I  am  not  vain  enonpi  to 
believe  that  I  have  passed  through  the  many  trying 
occasions  which  have  occurred  in  the  oouise  of  our 
deliberations,  during  which  many  difficult  and  often 
novel  questions  of  parliamentary  law  and  i»actlca 
have  been  suddenly  presented  for  Instantaneous  de- 
dsion,  without  ha^ng  often  fallen  into  error.  If, 
however,  I  have  Mted,  1  trust  it  hsa  not  been  (n  p(teta 
material ;  I  know  it  baa  not  been  bitentlonsl ;  and 
the  ^)probation  of  my  offidal  conduct  whldi  you 
have  tms  day  expressed  afibrds  the  Ughest  proof  tint 
you  have  generously  overiooked  my  errors,  and  done 
mote  thanjustlce  to  the  unwearied  efKMrts  I  have 
made  to  mmit  your  good  opinirai,  and,  so  far  as  de- 
pended on  my  olBdal  acta,  to  promote  tiia  Intsraata 
of  oar  ewatitueuti. 

gentlemm.  hithecoanBoToiirdelibantlOBaaa 
the  repnamtattTaa  of  tiw  nation,  then  baa  been 
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ments.  Of  the  eeventy  or  eighty  nullions  now  eati- 
nuted  to  be  in  the  countty,  ten  millions  would  bo 
abundantlf  soffident  for  that  purpose,  provided  an 
accumulation  of  a  large  amount  of  revenue,  beyond 
the  ncceesary  wonts  of  the  Government,  be  hereafter 
prcTcntod.  If  to  these  considerations  be  added  the 
iacUitius  which  will  arise  from  cmibluig  the  Treasury 
to  suti-sfy  the  public  creditors,  by  its  drafts  or  notes 
rccinTcd  in  payment  of  the  public  due^  it  may  be 
safely  assumed  that  no  motive  of  convenience  to  tlic 
dUzen  ronuires  the  reception  of  bank  paper. 

To  say  that  the  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the 
Government  introduees  an  unjust  discnminatiOQ  be- 
tween the  currency  received  by  it,  and  that  uaed  by 
individuals  in  their  ordinary  afiaics,  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  view  it  in  a  very  erroneous  light  The  con- 
stitution prohibits  the  States  irom  making  any  (bing 
but  gold  and  alvcTB  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  thus  secures  to  every  cidzen  a  right  to  demand 
payment  in  the  legel  currency.  To  provide  by  law 
that  the  Government  will  only  receive  its  dues  in 
gold  and  silver,  is  not  to  confer  on  it  any  peculiar 
privilege,  but  merely  to  place  it  on  an  equahty  with 
the  ddzcn,  by  reserving  to  it  a  right  secured  to  him 
by  the  coDBtitution.  It  is  doubwsa  for  fbis  reason 
that  the  principle  has  been  sanctioned  by  Buccesaive 
hwa,  from  the  time  of  the  first  Cbngrcsa  under  the 
constitution  down  to  the  last  Such  precedents, 
never  objected  to,  and  proceedCog  from  such  sources, 
afford  a  decidve  answer  to  the  imputation  of  in- 
eqnali^  or  injustice. 

Bat,  In  fact,  the  meftsure  ig  one  of  restriction,  not 
(^&Tor.  To  fotbid  the  puUio  agent  to  receive  in 
payment  any  other  than  a  certain  kind  of  money,  ia 
to  refuse  him  a  discretion  possessed  by  every  dtizeo. 
It  may  be  leH  to  those  who  have  the  management  of 
their  own  transactions,  to  make  their  own  tenns ; 
but  no  Back  discretion  should  be  given  to  him  who 
Kta  merely  as  an  agent  of  the  people,  who  is  to 
collect  what  the  law  requires,  and  to  pay  the  iqipro- 
prtationa  it  makes.  When  bank  notes  are  radeeroed 
on  demand,  there  is  then  no  ^acrimination  In  re^ty, ' 
for  the  individual  who  receives  them  may,  at  bis 
option,  Bubstitnte  the  spede  for  them ;  he  takes 
them  from  convenience  or  dioice.  When  they  ore 
not  BO  redeemed,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
their  receipt  and  payment,  by  a  puUio  officer,  should 
be  permitted,  though  none  deny  that  ri^t  to  on  in- 
dividual ;  if  it  were,  the  eiRsct  would  be  most  Iiriu- 
rlous  to  the  pubUc,  unce  thdr  officer  could  mdce 
none  of  those  airangements  to  meet  or  guard  against 
the  depredation,  which  an  individual  is  at  liberty  to 
da  Nor  can  inconvenience  to  the  community  be 
allied  as  an  olyectioa  to  Nch  a  r^^ulatiou.  Its 
Otject  and  mottre  are  ih^  oonvenicooa  and  wel- 
ftr& 

UfSt  t,  moment  of  dmultaneous  and  unexpected 
BQspenaion,  by  the  banlu,  it  adds  something  to  the 
many  embarrassments  of  that  proceeding,  yet  these 
are  far  overbalanced  by  its  direct  tendency  to  pro- 
duce a  wider  drculation  of  gold  and  silver,  to  in< 
crease  the  safety  of  bonk  paper,  to  improve  the 
general  currency,  and  thus  to  prevent  altogether 
mch  oceorrences,  and  the  other  and  far  greater  evils 
Oat  attend  tbem. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  ^estioned,  whether  it  is  not 
for  the  Interest  of  the  banks  themselves  that  the 
Oovemment  should  not  receive  their  paper.  They 
would  be  conducted  with  more  caution,  and  on 
sounder  principles.    By  using  qtedo  only  in  Us 
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transactions,  the  Government  would  create  a  demand 
for  it,  which  would,  to  a  great  extent,  prevent  its  ex- 
portation, and,  by  keeping  it  in  circulation,  maintain 
a  broader  ana  safer  haaia  for  the  paper  currency. 
That  the  bontcs  would  thus  bo  rendered  more  sound, 
and  the  community  more  safe,  cannot  admit  of  a 
doubt 

The  foregoing  vlen'.^  it  seems  to  mc,  <Io  but  fairiy 
carry  out  tho  provisions  of  the  fuderul  constitution 
in  relation  to  the  cuircucy,  as  for  us  relates  to  the 
public  i-evcnue.  At  tbo  time  th^it  iuatrmuoiit  was 
framed,  tliere  were  but  three  or  four  banks  in  the 
United  SLates ;  and  bnd  the  extension  of  the  banking 
B}:-tem,  tmd  the  cViln  growing  out  of  it,  been  foreseen, 
tliey  would  probably  have  been  specially  guarded 
against.  The  same  pohcy  which  led  to  the  probiln- 
tion  of  bills  of  credit  by  ^c  States,  would,  doubtless, 
in  that  event,  have  also  interdicted  their  issue  as  a 
currency  in  any  other  form.  The  constitution,  how* 
ever,  contains  no  such  prohibition ;  and,  since  the 
States  have  exercised  for  nearly  half  a  century  the 
power  to  regulate  the  business  of  banking,  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  it  will  be  abandoned.  The  whole 
matter  is  now  under  discussion  before  the  proper 
tribunal — the  people  of  the  States.  Kever  before 
has  the  public  ndnd  been  so  thoroughly  awakened  to 
B  proper  sense  <rf  its  importance ;  never  has  the  sub- 
ject, m  all  its  bearings,  been  submitted  to  so  scarch- 
mg  an  inquiry.  It  would  he  distrusting  the  intdll- 
gence  and  virtue  of  the  people  to  doubt  the  speedy 
and  effident  adoption  of  such  measures  of  reform  as 
the  public  good  demands.  AU  that  can  righti\illy  bo 
done  by  the  federal  Government  to  promote  the  60- 
ccmplishment  of  that  in^rtont  ot^ect,  will,  with- 
out doubt,  be  performed, 

Jn  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  sll  the 
remedies  against  a  depredated  paper  currency  which 
the  constitution  enables  us  to  ufoid.  The  Treasury 
Department,  on  several  former  occadona,  has  sug- 
gested the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform 
law  concerning  bankruptdes  of  corporations,  and 
other  bankers.  Through  tiie  instrumentality  of  Buoh 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtiess  be  imposed  on 
the  issues  of  p^>er  money,  and  an  effectual  remedy 
pxen.  to  the  dtizen  in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  aU 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  ftilly  uthniaed  by  tiie  em- 
stitution. 

The  indulgence  granted  by  cxeeuttve  antbority  In 
the  payment  of  btmds  for  duties  hai  been  already 

mentioned.  Seeing  that  the  immediate  enforcement 
of  these  obligations  would  subject  a  laige  and  highly 
reffi>ectabte  portion  of  our  cittaens  to  great  sacrifice^ 
and  believing  tiiot  a  temponuy  postponement  could 
be  made  widiout  detriment  to  other  interest^  and 
with  increased  certainty  of  ultimate  payment,  I  did 
not  hedtate  to  comply  with  the  leqoeat  Aat  iras 
made  of  me.  The  terms  sllowed  are,  to  the  ftdl 
extent,  as  liberal  as  any  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
practice  of  the  Executive  Department  It  remains 
for  Congress  to  dedde  wliether  a  ihrther  postpone- 
ment may  not  with  propriety  be  allowed ;  and.  If  ao^ 
their  legislation  upon  the  Butjoct  Is  re^ectftally  inr 
Tited. 

Tho  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
exhibit  the  concUtion  of  these  debts ;  the  extent  and 
effect  of  the  present  indulgence ;  the  probable  result 
of  itB  further  extendon  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury ; 
and  every  otiier  fact  necenary  to  a  f^ll  consideration 
of  the  subject  Smilar  infonnation  b  communicated 
in  regard  to  audi  depositories  of  the  puUio  moneys 
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u  are  indebted  to  the  QoTernaMot,  in  order  that 
Coagrtm  may  also  adopt  (be  pmpn  meunni  in  re- 
ganfto  them. 

The  reoeiptB  and  flxpendUarefl  for  Ae  flnt  half  of 
the  year,  and  an  estimate  of  those  for  the  residae, 
viU  be  Ud  before  you  bj  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
017.  Id  Ua  repwt  of  December  lost,  U  was  esti- 
mj^ed  diat  the  ciurent  recupta  would  Fall  short  of 
the  enken^tnrea  by  about  tlvee  millions  of  doUaia. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  difference  will  be  moch 
greater.  This  is  to  be  attributed  not  only  to  the 
occurrence  of  ereater  pecuniary  embairassments  in 
the  business  of  the  country  thiui  those  which  were 
then  predicted,  and,  consequently,  a  greater  diminu- 
tiw  In  the  revenue,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  the  u>- 
propriations  exceeded,  by  nearly  six  millions,  the 
amount  which  was  saked  for  in  the  estimates  then 
submitted.  The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  o(  the 
year,  beyond  the  probable  receipts,  and  the  amount 
which  it  was  intended  should  be  reserved  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  commeuoement  of  the  year,  will  be 
about  six  millions.  If  the  whole  of  the  reserved 
balance  be  not  at  once  applied  to  the  current  expen- 
ditures, but  four  nuUiona  be  sUU  kept  in  the  Treas- 
nry,  as  seems  most  expedient,  for  the  uses  of  the 
mint,  and  to  meet  contingencies,  the  sum  needed 
will  be  ten  millions. 

la  making  this  estimate,  the  receipts  are  calculated 
on  tiie  euppontion  of  some  farther  extension  of  the 
IndiUgence  granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties, 
which  wis  affect  the  amount  of  the  rerenua  for  the 
present  year  to  the  extent  of  two  and  ■  half  mil- 
lions. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  required  amount 
by  loans  or  Increased  taxation.  There  are  now  In 
the  TVeasai7  nine  milUoDf  three  hundred  and  ^ty- 
Beven  thonnnd  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars, 
directed  by  the  act  of  the  28d  of  June,  1836,  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States  hi  Octtdier  nexL  This 
som,  if  BO  depodted,  will  be  sulyect,  under  the  law, 
to  be  recalled,  if  needed,  to  defray  existing  appro- 
priations ;  and  ,as  it  is  now  evident  that  the  whole, 
or  the  prhicipal  part  of  it,  will  be  mnted  for  that 
purpose,  it  appears  most  proper  that  the  depodt 
diould  be  witlmeld.  Until  the  amount  can  be  col- 
lected from  the  banks.  Treasury  notes  may  be  tem- 
porarily issued,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  is 
recelveid. 

I  am  aware  that  this  course  may  bo  productive  of 
inconvenience  to  numy  of  the  States.  Belying  upon 
the  acts  of  Congrees  which  held  ont  to  them  the 
strong  probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  receiving 
thlfl  Instdment,  uey  have  In  some  inataocefl  adopted 
measures  with  whidi  its  retention  may  serioualy  in- 
terfere. That  such  a  condition  of  this^  should  have 
occurred,  is  much  to  be  rqpretted.  It  is  not  the 
least  among  the  unfortunate  results  of  the  disasters 
of  the  timM.  and  it  ia  for  Congress  to  devise  a  fit 
remedy^  if  there  be  one.  The  money  being  iadi»- 
pensaUe  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasniy,  it  is  clifQcult 
to  conceive  upon  what  prindple  of  justice  or  expe- 
diency its  appllcatf<m  to  that  object  can  be  avwded. 
To  recall  any  portions  of  the  sums  already  depoeited 
with  the  States,  would  be  more  inconvenient  uid  less 
efBcient.  To  burden  tiie  country  with  increased 
taxation,  when  thm  is  in  &ot  a  large  supfais  rev- 
enue, woold  be  ui^DSt  and  nnwise ;  to  ndse  mtmcys 
by  loans  under  iotat  drcnmstancea.  and  Ans  to  com- 
mence  a  new  national  debt,  wonla  foaiM^  be  aano- 
tkmed  by  the  American  ptofll^. 

Ths  plan  propawd  wiU  be  adsquts  to  sU  ovr 


fiscal  operations,  during  the  renuundra  of  the  year. 
Should  it  be  adopted,  the  Treasury,  aided  by  the 
ample  resources  of  the  oountry,  will  be  able  to  dis- 
cluase,  poDotnal^,  every  peooniaiy  oUigation.  Tor 
the  future,  all  th^  is  needed  will  be  that  oantion  and 
forbearance  in  appropriations  which  the  dimhiation 
of  the  revenue  requires,  and  which  the  complete  ao- 
complisbment  or  great  forwardness  of  many  expoi* 
aive  national  undertakings  renders  equally  mwUntflit 
with  ]^udbnce  and  patriotic  liberality. 

The  preceding  suggestions  and  rectxnmendations 
are  submitted,  in  tbebeUef  that  their  adoption  by 
CwsresiwUl  enable  the  Executive  Dqtaitmoit  to 
condact  our  fiscal  ooncems  with  sooceas,  so  Aras 
their  management  has  been  oonmiitted  to  it.  Whilst 
tbo  otfjecta,  and  the  means  proposed  to  attun  them, 
are  within  its  constitutional  powers  and  appropriate 
duties,  they  will  at  tiie  same  tfane,  it  is  hoped,  by 
their  necessary  operation,  afford  essenfial  aid  in  tiie 
transaction  of  individual  conoems,  and  thus  yield 
T9&eS  to  the  people  at  large  In  s  form  adwted 
to  the  nature  of  our  Government  Those  who  look 
to  the  action  of  tiiis  Government  for  spedfic  aid  to 
the  citizens  to  relieve  embarrassments  ariung  from 
losses  by  revuluons  in  commerce  and  credit,  lose 
mght  of  the  euds  for  which  it  was  created,  and  tbo 
powers  with  wUdi  it  is  clothed.  It  was  estaWirfied 
to  ^ve  security  to  us  all.  In  pur  lawful  and  hononble 
punu^  under  the  lasting  s^wiard  of  republican  in- 
stitutiims.  It  was  not  Intended  to  confer  special 
favors  on  individuals,  or  on  any  classes  of  them ;  to 
create  systems  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  or  trade ; 
or  to  engage  in  wem,  dtber  separately  or  In  con- 
nection viin  individual  dtizena  or  organized  associa- 
tions. If  its  operations  were  to  be  directed  for  the 
benefit  ot  any  one  class,  eqmvalent  fkms  must,  In 
justice,  be  extended  to  the  rest;  and  die  attempt  to 
bestow  such  favors  with  an  equal  hand,  or  even  to 
select  those  who  should  moat  deserve  tiiem,  would 
never  be  snccessM.  All  communities  are  apt  to  look 
to  Government  for  too  much.  Even  in  our  own 
country,  where  its  powers  and  duties  are  so  strictiy 
limited  are  prone  to  do  so,  emedally  at  periods 
of  sudden  embarrassments  and  distress;  But  this 
oujj^t  not  to  be.  The  fhuners  of  our  excellent  con- 
stitution, and  tiie  people  who  approved  it  with  calm 
and  sagacious  deuboation,  acted  at  the  time  on  a 
sounder  prindple.  They  wisely  judged  that  the  leas 
Government  interferes  with  private  pursuits,  the 
better  for  general  prosperity.  It  ia  not  its  legitimate 
object  to 'make  men  rich,  or  to  repair,  by  direct 
grants  of  money  or  legidation  In  fbvor  of  i»rticnlar 
pursuits,  losses  not  htcorred  in  the  pobUc  service. 
This  would  be  substantially  to  use  the  property  of 
some  for  the  benefit  of  others.  But  its  real  duty— 
that  duty  the  performance  of  which  makes  a  good 
Government  the  most  precious  of  human  blessings — 
is  to  enact  and  enCrace  a  system  of  general  laws  oom- 
mensurato  wiUi,  but  not  exceeding,  the  otyects  of  ita 
establishment,  and  to  leave  every  dUzen  and  every 
interest  to  reap,  under  its  benign  protection,  the  re- 
wards of  virtue,  Industry,  and  prudence. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on  oil  similar  oc- 
oauons,  the  Federal  Government  will  find  its  agency 
most  condudve  to  the  security  and  happiness  <n 
the  people,  when  limited  to  the  exenase  of  ita  con- 
ceded powers.  -  In  never  assuming,  even  for  awell- 
meant  ottject,  such  powers  as  were  not  deigned  to 
be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do  mostfor 
the  general  wdfim.  To  avoid  every  unnecessary 
Int^bnnoe  with  the  pnnidts  of  the  dtixen,  vill 
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remit  in  more  beoefic  than  to  tdopt  measnrea  vbich 
ooald  only  affifat  limited  iateresta,  and  are  eagerly, 
bat  pe^pa  naturally,  aoaght  for,  under  the  pres- 
■are  trf  temporary  ciroumatancea.  If,  therefore,  I 
nfrala  ftom  soggestiiig  to  Gongreaa  any  speclfio 
I^an  for  regulating  the  exchangee  of  the  country, 
rdievii^  mercant^  embarnuamenta,  or  interfer- 
ing with  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or 
domeiUo  commerce,  it  is  from  a  conTiq(ion  that 
such  measores  are  not  within  the  eonatitutional 
proriooe  of  the  Qeitenl  Ooremmeiit,  ud  that  their 
adoption  would  not  promote  the  rml  and  permv 
sent  welfare  of  those  tiiey  might  be  designed  to 

The  difficulties  and  dietressea  of  the  times, 
though  unquestionably  great,  are  limited  In  their 
extent,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  affecting  the 
pemuuaent  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Arising,  in  a 
mat  degree,  from  the  transaetiou  of  fordgn  and 
domestio  commerce,  it  is  upon  them  that  they  hare 
chiefly  fUbo.  The  great  agriooltonl  interest  has; 
fai  many  parts  of  the  country,  tuCfered  compar- 
atlTely  litUe ;  and,  as  if  PrOTidence  btended  to 
^U^lay  the  munificence  of  Its  eoodneea  at  the 
moment  of  our  greatest  need,  and  In  direct  con- 
trast to  the  evils  occasioued  by  the  waywardness 
of  man,  ve  havs  been  blessed  throughout  our  ex- 
tended territory  with  a  aeaaon  of  general  health 
and  of  oncommon  fruitfUness.  The  proceeds  of 
our  great  staples  will  soon  furnish  the  means  of 
Bqnidatlng  debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and  con- 
tribute equally  to  the  remal  of  commercial  activity, 
and  the  restoration  of  commerci^  credit.  The 
banks,  established  avowedly  for  its  support,  derir- 
ing  their  proftta  f^m  it,  and  resting  under  oblige- 
tions  to  it  whieh  cannot  be  orerlotAed,  will  feel  at 
once  tibe  necesmty  and  justice  of  tmitiog  their  ener- 
gies with  those  of  tiie  meroantila  interest  The 
■umwnsion  of  spede  payments,  at  such  a  time  and 
under  such  clrcumatances  as  we  have  lately  wit- 
nessed, could  not  be  other  than  a  tenponuy 
measure ;  and  we  can  scarcely  err  In  believing  that 
the  period  mt^rt  soon  arrive  wboi  aD  that  an  eol- 
Tent  idll  redeem  th^  Imefl  In  gold  and  ritver. 
Dealings  abroad  naturally  depend  on  resources  and 
prosperity  at  home.  If  the  debt  of  our  merchants 
has  accumulated,  or  their  credit  Is  Impaired,  these 
are  fluctuations  always  Incident  to  extensive  or  ex- 
tnvagant  mercantile  transaotions.  But  the  ulti- 
mate aeonrity  of  such  obligations  does  not  admit  of 
qneatton.  niey  are  guaranteed  by  the  resonroes 
of  a  eonntry,  the  fbtuti  of  whose  Industry  aflbrd 
abundant  means  of  amfde  HquidaUon,  and  by  the 
cedent  interest  of  every  merehant  to  aostain  a 
wredit,  liitherto  Ugh,  by  promptly  applying  tbeee 
means  for  its  preservation. 

I  deeply  regret  tliat  events  have  occurred  whldi 
require  me  to  aek  your  consideration  of  such  serious 
topics.  I  could  have  wl^ed  that,  in  making  my 
flrst  communication  to  tiie  assembled  Represent- 
atives of  my  country,  I  had  nothing  to  dwell  upon 
but  the  history  of  her  unalloyed  prosperity.  Snce 
it  la  otherwise,  wo  con  only  feel  more  ^eply  the 
responsibiUty  of  the  respective  trusts  that  have 
been  ciHiflded  to  us,  and,  under  the  pressure  of 
diffieoltiea,  nidte  in  mvoUng  the  goidance  and  aid 
of  the  Supreme  Rider  of  nwons,  and  In  laboring 
with  sealons  resolution  to  overcome  the  difBcnlties 
by  which  we  are  enrironed. 

It  is,  nnder  soch  drenrnitancw,  a  Ugh  gratlfUiai- 
tlon  to  know,  1^  long  ^erienoo,  fiiat  we  aot  a 


people  to  whom  the  truth,  however  unpromishg, 
can  always  be  spoken  with  safety ;  for  ue  trial  of 
whose  patriotism  no  emergency  Is  too  severe,  and 
who  are  sure  never  to  deeert  a  puMie  fimetMnuj 
honestiy  laboring  for  the  public  good.  It  seems 
just  that  they  OQOold  receive,  wiuiout  delay,  any 
aid  In  their  embarrassments  which  your  delibera- 
tions can  afibrd.  Coming  direetiy  tnm  the  midst 
of  them,  and  knowing  the  course  of  events  in  every 
section  of  our  coon^,  from  you  may  best  be  learn- 
ed aa  wdl  the  extent  and  nature  of  these  embai^ 
raeements,  aa  the  most  dedrable  measures  of  reUet 
I  am  aware,  however,  that  It  Is  not  proper  to 
detain  you,  at  present,  longer  than  may  do  de- 
manded by  the  special  objects  for  which  yon  are 
convened.  To  them,  therefore,  I  have  confined 
my  communication ;  and,  beBering  it  wiU  not  be 
your  own  wish  now  to  extend  your  deliberations 
beyond  them,  I  lesure  till  tite  usual  period  of  your 
annual  meeting  that  general  Inforniatlon  on  the 
state  of  the  Tmon  whldi  the  eomtttatitm  twfiAtn 
me  to  rive. 

ILTAKBUBEer. 

WABHiMtnoMi  Bept,  4,  1687. 

Ifr.  Wbiobt  moved  the  printing  of  6,000 
copies  of  the  Hessage,  and  1,600  of  Uie  aooun- 
panying  dooomentB. 

Mr.  Out,  of  Eentaokyy  aald  lie  rose  to 
second  the  motion  of  the  Senator  ftom  Kev 
Tork  ^fr.  Wbiqht)  to  print  an  extra  ntimber 
of  copies  of  the  Meesage.  He  should  indeed 
have  no  ol)jeotion  to  pnolishing  doable  or  triple 
the  nmnber  proposed,  if  it  were  convenient  to 
diatribnte  them.  He  had  aeoomplished  tho 
sole  purpose  for  which  he  had  risen;'  bat 
while  he  was  up,  he  conld  not  forbear  saying 
that  after  attentirely  listening  to  the  reading 
of  this  Hessage,  he  felt  the  deepeet  r^^t  that 
the  President,  entertdnlng  each  vlein,  and 
propodng  mck  a  plan  for  &e  relief  of  Ae 
oonntry,  aa  he  haa  proaentefl,  had  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  call  an  ezte  seesioQ  <tf  Congress  at 
tlds  inconvenient  period  <tf  Hie  year. 

Mr.  BnoHAHAiT  eatd  he  did  not  rise  to  expreea 
any  opinion  or  to  enter  into  any  discussion, 
"fiafficient  for  the  day,"  said  he,  "Is  the  evil 
thereof."  Bnt  it  was  his  wish  to  increase  iha 
nomber  of  copies  to  be  printed  from  five  thon- 
Bond  to  ten.  He  thon^it  the  fonner  nnmber 
too  small  for  hie  proportion  of  It  to  satiify  the 
demand  of  his  constitaents. 

Mr.  Wbiout  was  ready  to  accept  the  pro^Kt^- 
tlon  aa  a  modification  of  his  onpnal  motion, 
and  did  BO. 

The  qaestioa  on  printing  ten  thonsand  was 
then  pot  ud  csrried. 


MosDAT,  September  II. 

The  Ohaib  stated  the  order  of  the  day  to  be 
the  election  of  a  Becretary  of  the  Senate; 
whereupon,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
Becretary,  and  at  the  first  ballot  Asbubt  Diok- 
nte,  Esq.,  received  89  votes  ont  of  40,  and  was 
declared  dnly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GninmT,  the  Senate  th«k 
prooeeded  to  the  etootton  of  Ohaplaln;  when, 
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after  four  boUotinga,  the  number  of  candidates 
heii^  twoitT-one,  the  Bev.  Kr.  Suoeb,  of  the 
Uethodiat  Oboroh,  Qeorgetown,  reoetved  a  ma- 
jority of  the  TOtea,  and  was  deoland  duly 
deoted. 

Export  from  the  CowmittM  m  Finance. 

Hr.  Whiqht,  ohainnan  of  tiie  Onmnittee  im 
nn&Doe,  to  which  was  referred  tiiat  part  <jt  the 
Message  of  the  Present  of  the  United  States 
Tolattng  to  the  diatrilration  of  the  sarploB 
revMiiie,  and  other  matters,  reported  a  bill  for 
ib»  poetponement  of  the  foturtii  instalment  of 
the  deposit  to  the  States  tSU  flirther  provinon 
therefor  by  law.  Mr.  W.  aiud  that,  as  the 
time  the  committee  had  was  bat  ^orL^  he 
should  now  merdy  report  the  above  bill,  which 
he  would  more  to  be  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  aeoond  reading,  with  a  view  to 
take  it  up  to-morrow ;  when  he  expected  the 
committee  would  be  able  to  report  further. 

Mr.  OAisoinr  said  he  hoped  ^toB  bill  would 
not  be  pressed  so  rapidly.  It  was  dne  to  the 
Smate  to  have  the  wnole  sal^eet  before  them^ 
aad  he  therefore  hoped  that  tnis  bin  woold  be 
ntfl^red  to  rest  unnl  It  should  be  seen  what 
other  measures  the  onnmittee  might  propose. 

Mr.  Vbbbtkk  said  he  rose  to  express  a  wish 
that,  whether  the  measures  proposed  were  to 
be  o(mddered  separately,  or  whether  tbey  were 
to  be  oonridered  alt  tc^ether,  they  might  be 
con^dered  and  decided  upon  with  all  the 
promptness  and  despatch  oonalBtent  with  con- 
siderate legislaticHL 

The  bill,  aa  rep<nted  1^  Mr.  Wbqbt,  was 
Oen  ordered  to  a  seouul  reading. 


Tdbdat,  S^ember  IS. 
Hmrtk  Indalm^Ht—Duty  Bond: 

The  bill  to  postoone  the  fborth  instalment  of 
dwodt  with  the  States  being  taken  np — 

The  bin  was  read  a  second  time,  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hdbbabd,  the  farther  oon- 
itfderatifm.  of  it  vaa  poa^ooed  till  to-m(Hrrow. 


'Wkdnudat,  September  18. 

Mr.  Wbiobt,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  antborizing  the  issoe  of  Treasnry 
notes.  Read  a  flret  time,  asA  ordered  to  a 
aeomd  reading. 

[This  bill  aothorixea  the  ianie  of  IVeasnry 
notes  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  —  miUiois 
of  dc^lan,  and  of  denondnatiws  not  less  than 
$100,  and  provides  that  the  notes  be  redeemed 
by  the  United  States,  at  the  Treaaory,  after  one 
year  ih>m  their  date,  to  bear  interest  for  the 
said  term ;  rato  of  intwest  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Secretary,  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent  per 
aSnma ;  the  faith  of  the  United  ^lOes  to  be 
solemnly  pledged  for  the  redemptitm  of  said 
notes.  Alsa  that  the  notes  be  ngned  by  the 
Treasnrer  of  the  United  States,  and  coonter^ 
rigned  bjtbe  Begiiter  of  the  Tnanrj ;  aep*- 


rate  accounts  of  the  number  agned  to  be  kept 
by  each  officer  as  a  mutual  checA.  These 
officers  are  by  this  section  also  authorized  to 
employ  each  additional  clerks  as  these  duties 
may  render  necessary ;  their  salary  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury. 

Section  4th  aathorizee  the  Secretary  to  issue 
these  notes  to  all  erediton  of  the  United  Statea 
who  choose  to  receive  them  at  par,  and  also  to 
bomnr  maoxj  on  the  ivedit  at  auoi  notes. 

Section  eth  enaots  that  anoh  notee  shall 
everywhere  be  recdved  in  payment  of  all 
doties,  taxes,  &c.,  and  for  public  lands. 

Section  0th  makes  it  felony  to  oounterfeit 
Bud  notes,  and  fixes  the  penalty  on  conviction.] 
Mr.  Wbioht,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  authonnng  tiie  pOAtponement  of 
the  payment  of  duty  bonds.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

[Tills  bill  provides  that  the  extendon  of 
credit  for  daties  now  outstanding  shall  be  Ax 
months  from  the  time  the  original  bond  became 
due ;  and  making  the  condition  in  each  case  to 
depend  on  the  same  ocnditions  aa  to  additional 
secnrity,  interest,  Ac.  iwesoiibed  hf  the  Treas- 
nry Department  to  the  eztendon  of  revwme 
bonds  smce  Mi^:  and  not  to  Indode  any  bonds 
where  the  putaes  have  not  g^ven  additicMial 
secoiity,  or  made  part  payment,  or  are  (by  the 
proper  officers  of  tiie  Government)  considered 
insolvent  or  unsafe  secnii^  tat  their  bonds. 

Section  9d  provides  an  additional  credit  of 
six  months  granted  on  all  bonds  which  may  be 
^ven  during  the  period  of  one  year  from  and 
after  the  Ist  itf  October,  1887.  Also,  that, 
where  the  secnrity  in  any  bond  postponed  ia 
satiafootiay,  the  principal  and  soreties  shall  not 
be  disabled  from  being  the  same  fbr  other 
bonds,  though  the  first  bond  be  not  yet  paid.] 

Mr.  Vbwht  also  reported  from  tiie  same 
committee  a  Un  adinsting  the  remaining  eUms 
on  the  late  depout  banks:  which  was  also 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

[Seotitm  1st  provides  that  the  SMretary  of 
the  Treasoxy  be  aathorized  to  withdraw  the 
oUio  moneys  remaining  in  any  of  the  late 
eposit  banks,  in  as  convenient  a  manner  to 
them  as  may  be  snitable  to  the  interests  of 
Government  No  bank  having  met,  or  which 
shall  meet,  the  requisitions  of  tiie  Departmoit 
to  pay  any  Airther  interest  than  that  reqoirea 
by  the  deposit  act  of  28d  June,  1886. 

Section  3d  provides  that  in  case  of  n^ect 
or  r^taaal  on  the  part  o£  the  banks  to  oomi^  j 
with  the  reqoidtioni  <rf  the  SeoretaiT  tii  the 
IVeaso^,  thai  sodh  banks  shall  be  saed  at  law, 
nnlesB  wudA  with  secnrity  be  given,  providing 
for  payment  in  three  instalments :  the  flnt 
instalment  after  two  months  fccsa  tiie  passage 
of  this  act:  the  second  after  five  months,  and 
the  remainder  after  eight  months  from  the  same 
period ;  interest  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent  per  annum  from  the  time  of  defiudt, 
and  damages  to  be  paid  aeeming  from  protests 
or  otiier  causes. 


Fourik  Inttalmmul  -  Dtdy  BtmcU. 
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TavtBtAT,  Septomltar  14. 

Mr.  WwaBT.  from  the  Committee  on  Finmee, 
rwwted  the  foUowing  biUa^  vhlob  were  seve- 
rally  read  and  orderedto  a  eeo<»d  readiiig: 

1.  A  UU  toanthorixe  BOodsfliidimrdiradiBe 
to  be  deposited  in  the  puUio  BtcveiL 

[This  Dill  anthcxizea  the  depoait  of  goods  in 
the  pnblie  stores,  nndw  the  reqnirite  preoaa- 
tiona,  aUovring  them  to  be  transported  to  other 
districts,  or  to  be  exptHted,  on  certain  condi- 
tions; tobeeoldfif  requisite,  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  so  far  as  to  pay  the  dntjes,  storage,  and 
other  neoeasary  enmuee.1 

9.  A  bill  imposUic  admtiMUd  duties^  aa  de- 
poaitariea,  in  oertaiu  oaaea,  on  jaabHo  oBom, 
oommonly  called  the  Divoroe  Bui. 

[This  Un  {NTorides  for  tin  reo^Tinc  and  safe* 
keying  of  the  pnbUo  rerenne^  hj  the  varions 
reouving  irfBom,  postmasters,  &o.,  until  regu- 
larly called  for  by  the  Department  The  bill 
ooDtains  many  details.  eq»eoiaI^  of  precaution, 
to  aeoure  the  ftithftilneis  of  offioen  fiaving  the 
onstodj  of  the  public  money.] 

8.  A  bill  to  rcToke  the  charters  of  such  banks 
in  the  District  of  Golmnbia  as  shall  not  resume 
mede  payntente  in  a  specified  time:  and  for 
ue  Buppressimi  <tf  anall  notes  in  the  District. 

[Thu  bill  requires  the  paymoit  of  q>ede  on 
on  notes  of  and  under  ten  ddlan^  in  sixty  days 
tttm  the  date  <tf  the  tnll ;  and  on  all  notes  of 
&  lai^  denomination,  in  months.  It  pro- 
videa  iat  the  q^Kiintmettt  of  three  public  oom- 
missicHierB,  in  ease  of  fidlnre:  not  intermpting, 
howerer,  the  due  course  of  law.  It  forbids 
the  ieeaing  of  notes  under  five  dollars;  and 
requires  that  within  thirty  days  all  notes  of 
individoaU  and  private  corporations,  under  fire 
dollars,  shall  be  neither  issued  nor  paued,  under 
the  pooalty  of  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty 
dollare  for  each  offence — one-half  to  the  prose- 
cutor. The  banks  to  forfeit  charters  for 
non-oomplianoe  with  the  provisions  of  this 
bUL] 

^burth  Imtahntnt—Duty  Sondt. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  the  oonsideraticHk 
of  tiie  spec^  mder  the  bOl  to  poa^ione  the 
payment  of  tiie  fourthinstahnent  or  the  deposits 
to  the  States. 

Mr.  Nnjw  «dd:  Shr,  we  here  been  called 
here  at  an  extraordinary  ema^«D<)y,  when  the 
boBiness  of  the  country  was  deranged,  and  the 
public  mind  in  an  unsettled  and  feverish  state ; 
the  expectations  of  the  people  are  excited ;  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  country  are  upon  us.  At 
each  a  time,  and  under  such  ciroumstanoes. 
Congress  cannot  remain  in  season  without  a 
PnxUgioQB  infloowe  for  good  or  for  evil ;  and 
he  gceatij  feared  it  woold  be  the  huter. 

Mr.  WxBSXBn  thai  roae,  and  add  that  the 
Impntanoe  of  the  present  orids  and  the  uigenoy 
of  this  oooa^on  was  sndi  aa  to  lead  him  eamertly 
to  derire  that  some  measures  of  adequate  relief 
might  come  from  the  quarter  which  alone  had 


tiie  power  to  eSStdt  any  thln^  "bj  the  msjori^ 
it  coninaaded.  Mnbh  as  I  diffiv  from  them, 
Mr.  W.,)  I  would  be  dad  to  aeo^  any 
measure  of  substantial  relief  which  they  migut 
bring  forward.  I  think,  sir,  I  see  such  a  neces- 
sity for  relief  as  never  before,  within  my  reccd- 
lection,  has  existed  In  this  coontry,  and  1  regret 
to  be  obliged  to  soy  that  the  measures  pK^iMed 
by  the  pTBsident,  in  his  Message  to  Ooogress, 
andrdterated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry, 
in  his  report  to  the  same  body,  only  r^srd 
one  ol)jeot,  and  are,  in  their  tendency,  only 
directed  to  one  Inranoh  of  partial  relt^  The 
evils,  howevw,  under  which  the  commimity 
now  suffers,  (wA  Ur.  "W^)  tbou^  related,  and 
<tf  the  same  flanily,  are  yet  oa^ble  of  distinct 
oonrideratiai.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  the 
wante<rftiie  iVeasnry,  aridng  frcon  the  stoppage 
<rf  pvpnents  and  the  fiidling  off  of  thererame. 
lUs  la  an  exigeney  requiring  the  oooddwatioa 
of  Ckmgress ;  it  an  evil  threatei^g  to  sus- 
pend the  f  unctioiu  of  at  least  one  department 
of  the  Qovemment  unless  it  be  remedied. 
Another  and  a  greater  evil  is,  the  prostration 
of  oredit~^e  mtermi^on  brought  upon  all 
businees  transactions,  arudng  from  the  snspen- 
si(m  ot  all  the  local  banks  throughout  the 
country,  with  some  few  and  trifling  exceptions. 
Henee  has  prooeeded  a  proetratioB  of  the  local 
currency,  and  a  seriovs  ontraotion  and  difficult 
thrown  in  the  iray  (»r  buying  and  selling.  A 
third  want  is,  the  wuit  of  an  aoeredited  p^per 
medium,  equal  to  ^»eoie,  having  equal  credit 
over  all  parts  of  the  country,  eqiable  of  serving 
for  the  pigment  of  debte  and  carrying  on  the 
internal  oneiness  of  the  country  thrcnighont  and 
between  the  different  and  distant  sections  of 
this  great  Union.  These  three  evils,  though 
they  are  co-existent  and  cognate  in  their  being^ 
cannot  be  met  by  the  same  measures  of  relief. 
If  relief  is  given  to  the  one,  it  does  not  follow 
that  yon  wm  relieve  the  others ;  if  yon  replen- 
ish the  TreasDry,  and  thus  bring  a  mnedy  to 
that  evil,  this  brings  no  relief  to  the  disordered 
onrraioy.  And  again:  if  the  local  oorrenoy 
is  rdieved,  it  does  not  supply  the  other  want^ 
namely,  tiiat  of  a  nniversally  aoeredited  medium. 

I  wall  now  (oontinned  Mr.  W.)  confine  my- 
sdf  to  a  fyw  remarks  on  the  bOI  before  ns,  and 
not  detain  the  Senate  longw.than  will  be 
strictly  necessary  to  give  a  plain  statement  of 
my  opinion. 

This  measure  is  proposed  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  wants  of  the  Government.  I  agree  that 
this  is  a  neoessary  object ;  but  the  question  is, 
whether  this  bill  is  the  proper  mode  of  making 
such  a  provision.  I  do  not  think  it  is,  though 
othns  TOAj  think  dififerentiy.  If  t^is  Is  indeed 
the  best  mode,  I  should  wish  to  see  it  carried 
into  execution,  for  rdief  is  wanted  bcth  by  the 
Treasnry  and  by  the  country,  bat  firet  and 
oUefty  by  tiie  country. 

I  do  not  say  that  by  the  law  providing  for 
this  deposit  the  Btatee  have  any  fixed  right  to 
it ;  I  jwefor  to  put  the  matter  entirely  on  the 
footing  of  eonvenienoe  and  expedienQy ;  and 
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when  it  is  coiuidered  what  expeotaticms  have 
been  nused — ^that  this  money  has  eveoi  been 
already  dimmed  of  in  advance  br  the  sevwal 
Stages  far  diffiwent  poipoees,  snoh  as  internal 
hniffOTemeDtB,.  education,  and  othw  great  ob- 
'Jects— 4t  beomuea  a  qneaUon  of  e^wdieDey 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury  "by  other  meaas. 

Another  consideration  of  great  ImportaDce 
in  my  view  is  this :  There  ere  already  many 
distorbing  oanses  in  operation,  agitating  tiie 
txvQsaotioQS  of  society  in  all  the  various  rami- 
fications of  business  and  commerce.  Now,  I 
would  adcj  sir,  is  it  advisable,  is  it'  wise,  is  it 
even  politic,  to  introduoej  at  suoh  a  time  as 
thia^  another  great  distnrbmg  cause,  producing 
a  reversed  action,  altering  the  destiny  of  this 
money,  overthrowing  contraoti  now  entered 
into,  disappointing  ezpeotaticaifl  raised,  disturb- 
ing, unsettling,  and  deran^png  still  more  the 
already  deranged  business  transaotions  of  the 
whole  ooantry  t  I  would  ask,  is  U  worth  while 
todothisi   I  think  not 

We  are  to  conflider  that  this  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  existjus  law,  is  to 
go  equally  among  all  the  Btates,  and  among  all 
the  people;  and  the  wuits  of  the  Treasury 
most  be  supplied,  if  supplies  be  necessary, 
equally  by  all  the  people.  It  is  not  a  question, 
therefore,  whether  snne  shall  have  money  and 
others  shall  make  good  the  deficiency.  All 
partake  in  the  distribution,  and  all  will  con- 
tribute to  the  «DppIy.  So  that  it  is  a  mere 
question  of  ocnvenuDce,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  decidedly  most  oonvenient,  on  all  acoonnta, 
that  this  instalment  ahoold  follow  its  present 
desttnaticHL  and  the  necessities  of  the  Treasary 
be  provided  for  by  other  meaas. 

Again,  if  yon  pass  this  bill,  what  is  it!  It  is 
a  mere  brutvm  fulmen ;  of  itself;  it  will  not 
produce  any  good  if  you  do  pass  it.  All  admit 
there  is  no  money ;  therefore,  the  biU  will  ^ve 
no  relief  to  the  Treasury.  This  bill,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, will  not  prodaoe  to  the  Secretary  one 
dollar:  he  acknowledges  himself  that  at  all 
events  it  will  not  procluoe  him  many,  for  he 
aqre  he  wants  other  aid ;  and  he  has  applied  to 
Oongreas  for  ui  iasne  of  some  millions  in  Treas- 
ury notes.  He  gets  the  monoy,  therefore,  Just 
as  well  without  this  bill  as'  with  it;  the  bill 
itself;  thai,  is  unnecessary,  depriving  the  Btates 
of  a  sum  vhiob  the  Beore«ary  cannot  avail 
himself  o^  and  whitdi  sum,  notwithstandinK 
this  bill,  he  proposes  to  supply  by  an  issue  of 
Government  notes.  He  <»lla  this  collateral 
aid  to  the  measure  of  postpononent  But  this 
evidently  reverses  the  <n-der  of  things,  for  the 
Treasury  notes  are  his  reliance ;  to  them 
cnly  he  looks  for  immediate  relief;  and  this 
instalment  now  to  be  withheld  is  (as  a  produo- 
tive  source  of  revenue)  od^  subsequent  and 
collateral  to  the  issue  of  the  notes. 

But  now,  sir,  what  sort  vi  notes  does  the 
Saozetary  propose  to  iesuel  He  pn^>os«L 
to  issue  Treasury  notes  itf  small  denMninatHHU^ 
down  even  as  low  as  twei^  didkra^not  bear- 
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ing  interest,  and  redeemable  at  no  fixed  period ; 
they  are  to  be  reccaved  in  debts  due  to  Govem- 
menl^  but  are  not  othvwise  to  be  paid  until  at 
some  indefiidte  time  thwe  shall  M  ft  oertida 
surplus  in  tiie  Treasury  beyond  what  the  Secre- 
tary may  think  its  wants  require.  Nov,  sir, 
this  is  plun,  authentic,  statutable  paper  money ; 
it  is  exaoUy  a  new  emisuon  of  old  continental. 
If  the  Genius  of  the  <dd  Confederation  were 
now  to  rise  up  in  the  midst  of  us,  he  could  not 
furni^  DB,  from  the  abundant  stores  of  hb 
recollection,  with  a  more  perfect  modd  of  paper 
money.  It  carries  no  interest ;  it  has  no  fixed 
time  of  payment ;  it  ia  to  circulate  as  currency^ 
and  it  is  to  circulate  on  tiie  credit  of  Govem- 
mrait  alone,  with  no  fixed  period  of  redemp- 
tion t  If  tliis  be  not  p^>er  money,  pray,  air, 
what  is  itt  And,  i^,  who  expected  thiat 
Who  expected  that  In  the  fifth  year  d  the 
Kip«rimmt  for  r^ormimg  t&«  ownwwj/,  and 
bnni^ng  it  to  an  absolute  gold  and  salver  div 
culation,  the  Treasury  Department  would  be 
fiMind  recommending  to  us  a  regular  emissioa 
of  paper  money  !  This,  sir,  is  quite  new  in  the 
history  of  thin  Government;  it  belongs  to  that 
of  the  Confederation  which  has  passed  away. 
'  Kr.  Wbioht  said  it  might  become  him  to  say 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  bill  before  the 
Senato.  His  poution  in  reference  to  this  and 
other  bills,  peniapa,  required  him  to  do  so.  He 
Would,  however,  confine  himself  stiktiy  to  the 
present  saliiject,  and  to  the  most  brief  Jastiflcsr 
don  of  hia  own  oonxae^  and  that  of  &  m^ori^ 
of  the  Oomn^ttee  on  Finance^  vho  had  qoih 
cnrred  wit^  him  in  reporting  the  bill. 

Immediately  upon  the  (q>pointment  of  the 
committee,  and  the  reference  to  it  of  the  im- 
portant Bubjects  treated  of  in  the  Message  of 
the  President,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  committee  found  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  was,  very  soon,, 
to  be  in  want  of  means  to  meet  the  current 
demands  upon  it,  without  regard  to  any  further 
trsnafer  to  the  States.  They  also  found  that 
tUa  fonrth  inatahneut  of  the  deposits  with  tha 
States  was  to  become  payable  on  the  let  day 
of  October,  and  amounted  to  about  nine  and 
<mft.t^rd  mUli(Hu  <^  ddlars. 

The  state  of  the  Treasary,  as  developed  by 
the  report  <tf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was,  as  he  now  leocUeoted,  (and  he  thought  he 
could  not  be  materially  mistaken,)  that,  at  the 
time  when  the  statement  appended  to  that 
report  was  made  up,  about  the  first  day  of  the 
present  month,  (he  believed  the  exact  date  was 
the  38th  of  Aiuust,)  there  was  in  the  Treasury, 
subject  to  draft,  avdlable  and  nnavulable,  but 
eight  million  we  hundred  and  some  odd  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  report  was  printed,  and  upon 
the  table  of  every  Senator,  and  would  verify 
his  correctness  in  this  particular.  This  amount 
was  exdosive  of  the  soma  already  droouted 
with  the  States,  bdng  stnne  twenty-^ght  mU- 
Ikms. 

To  arrive  at  what  would  be  the  omdition  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  October^tbe  «Xr 
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pensea  of  the  present  month,  whidi,  from  drafts 
already  made  and  anticipated,  were  estimated 
at  abont  two  and  a  half  millions,  most  be  de- 
ducted from  the  eight  million  one  hondred  and 
odd  thousand;  thas  leaving  in  the  Treasury, 
snl^ect  to  draft  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  less 
than  Ax  millions,  without  tiie  transfer  of  a 
dollar  to  the  States  tbwBrds  the  October  instal- 
nient.  This,  too,  included  all  the  fimds  in  the 
IVeasnry,  aablect  to  draft  for  {Morments, '  or 
tranafbrs  to  tne  States,  whether  available  or 
not,  upon  the  drafts  of  the  Treamrer:  the 
ftmds  on  deposit  with  tiie  States  not  bdng 
taken  into  the  computation. 

If^  then,  the  October  instalment  was  to  be 
transferred  to  the  States,  all  the  means  in  the 
Treasury,  of  all  descriptions,  on  the  day  when 
that  instalment  was,  by  the  deposit  law,  made 
tranrferable,  would  not  be  equal  to  two-thirds 
of  the  amount ;  and  money  must  be  bcnrrowed 

rn  the  credit  of  t^6  United  States^  to  aapply 
deficiency. 

The  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  suppose 
uat  the  means  to  make  this  transfer  to  the 
States  were  in  the  Treaanry;  and  that  the  only 
<Uffioulty,  aeparate  from  the  other  demand 
imon  it,  grew  oni  of  the  Resent  nnavailable 
character  of  those  means.  The  atatementa  he 
had  already  made  had  shown  the  error  of  this 
hypotiieffls.  He  had  already  ahown  tiiat  the 
whole  means  in  the  Treaenry,  even  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  his  report,  at 
the  oommenoement  of  our  present  session,  of 
whatever  cbu'acter,  whether  available  or  not, 
were  less,  by  more  than  a  milUon  of  dollars, 
than  the  instalment  required  to  be  transferred 
to  the  States  under  the  depodt  law.  He  had 
fhrther  shown  that  those  means,  such  as  they 
were,  were,  before  the  Ist  <3S  October,  when 
aaSi  transfer  was  required  to  be  made,  to  be 
still  farther  diminished  by  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  Govmiment  for  the  present  month, 
ascertained  uid  estimi^ed  to  amonnt  to  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Hence  it  would 
fbllow,  that  the  whole  means  in  the  Treasury 
on  tiie  1st  day  of  October  next  must  be  from 
three  and  a  half  to  four  millions  less  than  the 
transfer  required.  It  was  in  viUn,  therefore, 
Hr.  W.  said,  to  escape  from  the  conclusion, 
that,  if  OongresB  should  insist  upon  this  trans- 
fer, it  must  authorize  a  loan  of  money  upon 
the  public  credit,  to  enable  the  Treasury  to 
mAo  it :  in  other  words,  that  it  must  authorize 
a  loan  of  money  upon  the  crdit  of  the  United 
States,  in  nder  diat  that  money,  whmi  loaned, 
may  be  deponted  with  t3ie  States  for  sel^nep- 
ing. 

Another  error  of  the  honorable  Senator 
(Ur.  Wbbstkb)  which  he  felt  bound  to  correct, 
was  in  his  strictures  upon  the  recommendations 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the 
manner  of  issuing  Treasory  notes.  The  honor- 
able Senator  had  criticized  this  part  of  the 
report  <Mf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
some  severity,  and  had  hdd  him  np  to  the 
Senate  and  ta»  coantrj  as  itiiUng  ont  a  new 
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path  for  the  supply  of  the  Treasury;  as  recom- 
mending the  issue  of  paper  money,  of  a  descrip- 
tion of  paper  umilar  to  that  which  we  know 
by  the  denomination  of  "  continental  money 
and  of  doing  this  for  the  first  time  since  the 
organization  of  the  Government  nnder  the  con- 
stitution. The  fault  complained  of  consisted 
in  a  recommendation,  merely  discretionary  and 
alternative,  to  issue  Treasnty  notes  bearing  no 
interest,  and  payable  to  the  bearer,  in  ease  tlie 
public  (aedltors  should  be  found  willing  to 
ceive  such  notes  in  payment  oi  thur  cmnandB 
against  the  Oovonment,  at  par;  oQierwis^^ 
to  give  the  notes  such  an  interest  as  wodM' 
bring  them  to  par. 

Mr.  W.  smd,  as  the  committee,  in  the  bill  they 
had  reported,  had  not  followed  this  recom- 
mendation of  the  Secretary,  it  would  be  seen 
that  no  question  was  depending  before  the 
Senate,  eiuier  in  the  bill  now  under  discussioUf 
or  in  any  other,  which  rendered  this  pi^nt 
material ;  but  he  was  sure  his  object  would  be 
folly  understood  and  appreciated  in  making  this 
correction.  It  was  simply  to  defend  this  public 
iMoer  against  a  mistaken  aeousstion.  It  was 
not  neeeasary  tot  him  to  defimd,  at  this  tlme^ 
the  soundness  of  the  reeommendatifm,  bnt  to 
protect  the  Secretary  against  the  charge  of  being 
the  author  of  a  principle  now  supposed  to  be 
so  new  and  so  dangerous.  To  do  this,  it  was 
only  necessaiT  for  him  to  read  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  the  24th  of  February,  3816,  au- 
tiiorizing  an  emission  of  Treasury  notes,  in 
which  ul  thette  dangers  would  be  found  to  be 
embraced,  adopted,  and  made  imperative,  as  a 
part  of  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Bdosanas  said  he  had  often  admired 
the  dexterity  with  which  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetta  could  extricate  himself  from  a 
difilonl^ ;  in  wlut^  however,  he  was  seldom 
involvea.  '  On  snoh  oooarions  he  always  made 
a  skilfol  retreat  Feeling  the  renect  which  he 
Qtt,  B.)  did  for  his  1^1  knowledge,  he  had 
rective^  as  a  matter  (tf  fdth,  bis  declaration 
that  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  interest  hsd 
never  been  issued  under  the  present  constitu- 
tion ;  and  when  he  called  up  the  ghost  of  the 
ancient  Oonfederation  to  act  as  godfather  of 
these  Treasury  notes,  Mr.  B.  remained  satisfied 
that  he  had  made  himself  folly  aoquuoted  with 
the  laws  in  relation  to  that  subjert.  But 
scarcely  had  be  taken  his  seat,  when  the  act 
of  1816  laid  the  ghost  wbitdi  he  had  conjured 
up ;  and  by  that  it  appeared  that  Congress  bad 
done  tike  very  thing  which  he  had  decured  had 
not  been  done  since  the  days  of  the  Oonfednsp 
tion.  Thus  mudi  was  due  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Jfr.  B.,  however,  r^oioed  that 
the  Oommittee  on  Finance  had  proposed  the 
issue  of  no  notes  not  bearing  Interest. 

In  regard  to  this  bill,  a  plain  statement  of 
fbcts  would  be  the  most  ccmclusive  argument 
which  could  be  urged  in  its  favor.  He  had 
voted  for  the  depodt  of  June,  1886;  and,  npMi 
a  retroqwot  of  m  which  had  occurred  rinee  its 
pftMg^  he  had  found  no  came  to  repent  of 
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this  Tote,  It  iPfls  a  ohoioe  frf  erils ;  and  be- 
tveen  Um  dtematiTaa  presented,  he  thought 
lie  had  mads  the  best  ohcnoe.  On  Ura  one 
side,  after  reeerring  five  nullions,  nearly  iovtj 
millions  of  dollars  had  acoamnUted  in  the 
depont  banks.  This  vast  amonnt  of  money 
was  need  them  to  increase  the  diridends  of 
tb^  stockholders,  to  expand  extniTagantljr  the 
paper  circnlation  of  the  oonntr^,  and  to  eicite 
Bpeonlation  to  the  greatest  excess.  On  the 
other  hand,  strong  objections  existed  agi^st 
making  tlie  Fedeiw  GoTemment  an  instmment 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  money,  that  it 
might  be  deposited  with  the  States.  The  pre- 
cedent might  in  manj  respects  be  dangerons. 
Bat  the  money  was  on  hand.  It  had  been  col- 
lected under  existing  laws.  Flaoed  in  this 
utootion,  be  thought  it  was  more  jort,  more 
politic,  more  safe,  to  place  it  in  depout  wiUi 
the  States,  that  it  might  be  nsed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  than  to  suffer  it  to  remun  with 
the  banks  for  the  benefit  of  their  stockholders, 
and  to  t^e  iniar7  of  the  country. 

Bnt  does  the  deposit  law,  from  first  to  last, 
oontun  one  sentence — ^nay,  does  it  contain  one 
word — ^which  resembles  a  gift  or  a  loan  to  the 
States  t  Is  it  not,  in  terms,  a  bare  trant^er  of 
the  deposits  from  the  banks  to  the  States? 
Under  its  proTisiims,  the  futh  of  all  the  States 
is  pledged  for  the  ufekeeping  and  repayment 
of  thdr  reMeetive  propOTUcma  ttf  this  money, 
vhenOTer  they  diaU  be  required  hj  the  Seere- 
tarj  of  tlw  Treasmy,  finr  tbie  piupow  <tf  defray- 
ing wants  of  the  Treasury.  The  mode  and 
manner  in  which  he  shall  call  for  it  are  ex- 
pressly prescribed.  Kay,  more;  the  case  has 
actnaUy  occurred.  If  the  Secretary  bad  pur- 
sned  the  line  of  strict  duty  under  the  law,  he 
woold,  ere  this,  have  called  on  the  States  for  a 
portion  of  the  three  Itutalments  which  hare 
already  been  paid.  He  has  acted  wisely  in  not 
making  thia  demand  nntU  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress oonid  be  known.  The  States  are  not 
now  in  a  condition  to  return  immediately  any 
portion  of  what  they  have  already  rec^red. 

Under  theae  drcumstances,  the  question  is, 
whether  we  are  bound,  upm  ai^  iwinoiple,  to 
deposit  with  them  the  foinih  inatauaent,  when 
the  Be<Tetar7  of  flie  Treasury,  the  rtrj  next 
day,  m^bt  demand  a  return  not  mly  of  it;  but 
of  the  three  other  instalments,  in  the  manner 
prescrilied  by  the  law. 

The  Senator  fhan  Maasachusette  had  not 
contended  that  we  were  bound  by  any  contract 
to  deporit  this  fourth  instalment  with  tbe  Stetes. 

He  bad  said,  however,  that  if  an  individual, 
by  his  conduct,  had  induced  a  reasonable  ex- 
pectation that  be  would  loan  money  to  andther, 
or  j^ve  money  to  another,  it  might  become  his 
duty  to  borrow  it,  and  pay  interest  for  it,  for 
either  of  those  purposes.  Hr.  B.  denied  that 
the  omdnet  of  Cowess  was  such  as  to  afford 
any  pretext  for  auoh  an  expectation.  On  the 
ftit  of  the  aet  thoe  was  nothing  but  d^^ont 
written.  ISviibar  a  loan  not  a  gift  a|q;>Mred 
1^  it.  It  was  a  mare  dc^wait^  iHthoot  inters 
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est,  to  be  restored  when  demanded  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed ;  and  not  a  loan  for  a  nven 
period,  much  less  an  absolute  gift  If  the 
States,  therefore,  bad  entortuned  any  such 
expectetion,  it  was  from  other  circumstances, 
and  not  from  the  solemn  contract  into  which 
they  bad  entered  with  the  United  States  under 
this  law. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb,  having  obtdoed  and  exati^ed 
the  act  of  1615,  said:  The  honorable  member 
from  Pennsylvania  has  been  kind  enough  to  say 
that  I  do  not  oiten  get'  into  difficulties  in 
debate,  and  that,  when  I  do,  I  generally  extri- 
cate myself  better  than  I  have  done  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  partakes  in  the  suppoeed 
triumph  of  his  friend  from  Kew  York,  (Mr. 
W.,)  in  having  proved  me  incorrect  when  1 8^ 
that  this  Qovemment  had  never  issued  such 
paper  money  as  the  Secretary  has  now  recom- 
mended. Now,  nr,  although  I  am  pleased  to 
see  the  happiness  which  the  gehUeman  eojoys, 
yet  I  believe  I  must  dadi  it  a  little.  Host 
assuredly,  Ar,  it  authorizes  no  such  paper  as  is 
now  proposed.  I  was  persuaded  it  conld  not, 
as  I  have  a  pretty  good  recollection  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  such  sut^ects  at  that 
time. 

The  law  of  1B16  authorized  the  issue  of  two 
classes  of  Treasury  notes:  1st  Such  as  bore 
no  interest  but  which,  the  very  honr  they  were 
issued,  might  be  ftmded  in  a  7  per  cent  stock, 
to  be  redeoned  like  other  stocks  d  the  Oot«ii- 
ment  2d.  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest 
of  five  and  two-fifbbs  per  oent,  ea^iUe  of  being 
funded  in  like  manner,  in  a  6  per  oent  stock. 
These  atocks  were  to  be  issued  ca  ^ipUoation  * 
by  any  coinmusioner  of  the  revenue  in  any 
State.  Kow,  what  comparison  is  there  between 
either  of  these  classes  of  Treasury  notes  and 
those  recommended  by  the  Secretary',  which 
bear  no  interest,  and  for  which  no  fixed  redemp- 
tion b  provided  f 

I  affirm  again,  therefore,  ur,  all  that  I  have 
said,  namely,  that  the  notes  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  are  regular  paper  i^ea,  like  the 
old  emissions  of  Congress  and  the  States  before 
the  adoption  of  tbe  present  constitntion ;  and 
that  no  precedent  has  been  found  for  than,  and 
I  am  sure  Dime  can  be  foond,  in  the  practice 
of  this  GoTemment 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  think  the 
Senator,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  had  got  out  of 
the  difficulty.  Under  the  secuon  of  the  law 
of  1815,  whidi  he  hwl  just  read.  Treasury  notes 
were  to  be  issued  without  interest ;  they  were 
to  circulate  as  a  currency  without  interest; 
they  might  continue  to  circulate  for  years 
without  interest.  It  did  not  alter  tbe  case  that 
the  holder  of  them  above  a  certain  amonnt  had 
the  privilege  of  funding  them,  and  converting 
them  into  a  stock  bearing  interest  This  in- 
terest did  not  commence  from  the  date  of  their  - 
issue,  but  from  the  time  th^  were  fanded. 
All  uw  time  they  ruoahied  tn  oirctilation,  they 
were  l^easniy  notes  without  "interest  Tbej 
woe  what  the  Senator  from  Maaaabhiuetts  had 
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supposed  nerer  vas  usned'  under  the  present 
coDstitatioD.  Hr.  B.,  however,  agreed  with  the 
Benator  that  at  this  time  no  Treasury  notes 
OQsht  to  be  issned  which  did  not  bear  intereat. 

Ur.  Calhoun  said  that  he  was  decidedly  of 
the  impression  that,  under  the  circnmstances 
of  4he  case,  this  post|K>neinent  ought  to  be 
made.  The  otjeot  of  the  depodt  law  was  to 
draw  the  revenue  out  <tf  the  graq>  of  the  Oov- 
emment,  and  to  restore  it  to  those  to  whom  it 
ought  to  be  restored.  And  now,  when  there 
was  no  snrplns,  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  pur- 
pose of  that  law  to  withhold  it.  But  the  re- 
sponsibility of  doing  so  woold  rest  on  gentle- 
men of  the  admimstration  and  those  of  the 
<^podtlon  who  made  last  year  the  extravagant 
appropriations  of  thirty-two  miUions,  exceeding 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
They  were  then  told  the  folly  of  raising  the 
revenne,  and  of  raising  the  disboisements.  The 
reenlt  now  was,  that  tae  Government  was  bank- 
mpt.  Were  they  never  to  look  ahead,  and  see 
the  difBcnlties  that  threatened  them  ? 

Another  era  had  now  arisen.  They  Lad  got 
throng  witb  the  soi^na,  and  Hr.  0.  trusted 
thc^  wer«  tiiroii^  witn  Um  extrava^t  appro- 
Iffiiraons.  If  they  did  not  economize  and  re- 
trench, he  saw  a  new  age  commencing— perhaps 
that  of  Treasnry  notes — when  the  compromise 
act  would  be  annulled,  and  the  high  tariff  re- 
vived. But  Mr.  0.  would  agree  that  the  foorth 
deposit  should  be  withheld,  nnce  that  law  had 
italfilled  its  main  purpose,  and  since  a  new  series 
of  extravagances  was  now  to  arise  nnless  th^ 
kept  a  fptio.  lookout. 

Hr,  Walkkr  moved  an  a^onmment ;  when, 
a  division  being  called  for,  the  Senate  refnaed 
to  a^ourp. 

Hr.  BvoBASAS  then  rose  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, if  in  OTder;  the  olfjeot  <MF  which  was  to 
take  off  from  the  Secretary  thft  respon^bility 
of  calling  upon  tiie  States,  and  to  repose  this 
re^nstbility  where  he  Qti.  B.)  thonght  it 
^oald  be— namely,  in  Oongress,  For  this 
purpose  he  proposed  to  insert  "provided  the 
three  first  instalments  already  paid  do  remun 
on  deposit  nntil  fhrther  directed  by  Congress." 

Hr.  Kjleb  said  he  must  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  and  was  sorry  it  had 
been  offered.  If  it  was  to  be  ftilly  considered, 
it  woold  renew  the  debate  on  the  deposit  act, 
as  it  went  to  change  the  essential  principles 
and  terms  of  that  act.  A  minority  of  those 
who  voted  for  that  act,  abont  which  there  had 
been  so  much  s^  and  so  mndi  misrepresentft- 
tlon,  bad  profBaBed  to  regard  it— and  jie  oonld 
not  doubt  that  at  the  time  they  did  so  r^ard  it 
— as  rimply  a  deposit  law ;  as  merely  chan^ng 
the  place  of  deposit  from  the  banks  to  the 
Stated  so  far  as  related  to  the  surphu.  The 
money  was  still  to  be  in  the  Treasury,  and  lia- 
ble to  be  drawn  out  with  certun  limitations 
and  restrictions,  by  the  ordinary  appropriation 
laws,  without  the  direct  action  of  Congress. 
The  amendment,  If  adopted,  will  change  the 
prino^lea  of  the  deposit  act,  and  the  oouUtion 


of  the  money  deposited  with  the  States  tinder 
it.  It  will  no  longer  be  a  deposit :  it  will  not 
be  in  the  Treasury,  even  in  point  of  l^al  effect 
or  form :  the  deposit  will  be  changed  to  a  loan, 
or,  perhaps  more  properly,  a  grant  to  the 
States.  The  rights  of  the  United  States  will 
be  dianged  to  a  mere  claim,  like  t^t  agunst 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  a 
dflim  without  any  means  to  enforce  it  We 
were  diarnd,  at  Uie  time,  of  making  a  distri- 
bution of  the  pubUc  reveEDoe  to  the  Statea,  in 
the  disgoise  and  fbrm  of  a  deposit ;  and  this 
amendment,  it  ^q;ieared  to  him,  woold  be  a 
very  bold  step  towards  confirming  the  truth  of 
thiit  charge.  He  deemed  the  amendment  on 
important  one,  and  highly  ol^ectionable ;  hot 
he  saw  that  the  Senate  were  prepared  to  adopt 
it,  and  he  would  not  pursue  the  oisousaion,  but 
content  himself  with  repeating  his  request  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question. 

H>.  Buchanan  said  he  had  not  imagined  this 
amendment  would  meet  with  opposition.  He 
wished  to  know  if  it  was  right  and  proper  that 
the  Secretary  should  be  made  responnble  for 
not  calliiw  npffli  the  States  for  this  money,  as  the 
law  required  him  to  do  ?  The  condition  of  the 
States  was  soch  that  the  Secretary  cannot  make 
such  call  upon  them.  He  (Hr.  B.)  was  there- 
fore desirous  to  relieve  him  from  this  embar- 
rassment. The  sutMtituting  Congress  instead 
of  the  Secretary  would  not,  Hr.  B.  thought, 
make  any  change  in  the  nature  of  the  fund. 

Hr.  Oalhoun  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the 
proposed  amendment.  It  was  due  to  the  States 
m  tiieir  sovereign  capacity  not  to  sutyect  them- 
selves to  be  cafled  upon  for  the  money  by  any 
other  authority  than  Congress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Hr.  Buchanan  ;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  called  for,  were  as  follows : 

Tkab.— XesBis.  Alleu,  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Ba< 
cbaDiD,  Ctlhoun,  CIsTton,  Crittenden,  Fulton, 
Gnuidy,  Kent,  Khig  of  Al^unia,  King  of  Oeoigis, 
Knl^t,  linn,-  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pi«s> 
ton,  Robbins,  Bobmson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indisna, 
Sonthartl,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Will,  Webster, 
White,  WilliMDB,  Young— 83. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Bub- 
bard,  Niles,  Pierce,  ffives,  Roane,  Haggles,  SmiUi  of 
Connecticut,  l^pton,  Walker,  Wright— 12. 


f^AT,  8^>tember  15. 
Ihurth  Inatalment. 
The  UU  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  payment 
o{  the  fourth  iDs^ment  of  the  deposit  bul,  was 
read  a  third  tome ;  and  tiie  question  being  upon 
its  passage, 

Mr.  P^BEBTON,  of  South  Carolina,  said:  Hy 
opinion  decidedly  is,  that  the  etata/cederit  has 
not  arrived  for  C<mgress  to  encroach  upon  the 
fond  set  aside  for  deposit  with  the  States ;  and 
I  Airther  am  of  opinion  that,  even  if  it  had  now 
arrived,  yet  tbis  is  not  the  course  by  which  we 
shall  best  consult  the  interests  of  the  countay, 
in  i^itempUng  to  bring  relief  to  the  Treasoxy. 
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Let  Of  bricriBr  oonsldw  the  history  of  the 
deposit  act  TiuA  act  was  passed  oontempo- 

raneon&ly  with  other  acts  of  mosit  prodigal 
ezpeodibire.  We  haEl  a  saplos  which  we  knew 
not  how  to  dispose  of.  To  expend — to  get  rid 
of  oar  orerflowing  funds — was  then  the  order 
of  tiie  day.  We  were  in  the  ftall  tide  of  an 
inaoBpicioas  prosperity,  and  the  departments 
were  stimulated  and  goaded  on  to  find  out  how 
maeh  they  omild  gpeud,  wlule  the  minority  in 
Oongreaa  aeemed  to  be  employed  in  finding  out 
bow  modi  tliey  oonld  (pve.  The  departments 
BiAxA  for  twenty  mUllons ;  and  Goiu;re6B,  eager 
to  get  rid  of  the  surplos,  outatrippea  even  their 
extravagant  demands,  and  gave  them  thirty 
milliona.  Then  it  was,  nr,  that  this  deposit 
bill  was  originated.  It  went  hand  in  hand  with 
bills  of  the  most  extravagant  and  prodigal  ox- 
penditmre. 

*  Now,  sir,  under  these  circumstances,  when 
we  give  so  prodigally  to  the  departments,  at 
a  time  of  high  prices,  it  is  well  worth  onr  while 
to  inqpire  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  to 
lop  off  and  curtail  from  oar  expenditure,  rather 
tlua  to  witiihold  this  instument  from  the 
States.  I  am  of  opinion  we  might  save  the 
nine  millions  of  this  instalment  by  oarbdling 
tiie  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  so  pay  tha  instalment — not  by  dis- 
tressing the  States  in  wl^hol^g  it,  but  by 
introducing  a  wholesome  measure  of  retrench- 
ment in  the  expenditare  of  Government. 

This,  nr,  is  the  ground  I  take :  namely,  that 
it  would  be  far  better  to  curt^  onr  expenditare 
than  to  stop  the  payment  of  tliis  instalment. 

Again,  I  would  ask,  does  the  proposition  con- 
tain^ in  this  bill  go  to  reUeve  in  any  manner 
the  pressure  upon  the  people?  Not  in  the 
least  sir.  Neither  will  toe  Government  place 
itsdf  in  flmds  b7  the  operation  ci  this  law. 
Hw  baoka  have  laid  Tlolent  hands  on  the  de- 
porita ;  they  wHl  pay  them  no  longer  in  the 
medium  they  were  expected  to  pay  them  in. 
Of  what  use,  then,  will  this  bill  be  to  Govern- 
ment t  The  money  is  locked  up  in  the  banks ; 
and  the  wildest  enthusiast  in  fbvor  of  tiiis 
measure  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  by 
the  mere  fiat  of  this  body  a  bill  such  as  this  is 
Coing  to  fill  the  country  with  gold  and  silver. 
We  have  not  sot  the  magiciaiTB  wand,  by  one 
touch  of  which  we  can  make  the  gold  come 
forth  from  its  hiding  places.  We  may  call, 
indeed,  by  our  enaotments,  the  spirits  from  the 
Tasty  deep ;  but  will  they  oome  when  we  do 
call  themt  Will  money  be  obtained  for  the 
Government  whea  you  pass  this  law!  No, 
rir ;  we  all  know  that  ma  bill  will  no 
money  into  the  Treasury. 

It  would  be  better,  therefore,  under  such  eir- 
enmataaoes,  to  let  the  law  go  on,  and  let  the 
States  receive  the  whole  of  the  deposit.  The 
States,  sir,  are  willing  to  take  the  instalment  in 
the  only  medium  in  which  the  State  institutions 
are  able  to  pay  it.  They  are  not  going,  at  this 
crisis,  to  clamor  for  a  hard-money  currency. 
They  wlU  be  Batiafled  with  reodvii^s  the  State 
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currency — ^their  own  domestic  currency.  But 
the  President  says  "  no ;  '*  and  by  passing  this 
bill,  according  to  his  recommendation,  you  will 
not  let  them  receive  a  currency  which  they 
are  willing  to  receive.  The  amount  of  the 
instalment  now  in  the  banks  would  be  useful, 
in  that  currency,  to  them,  for  they  would  gladly 
receive  it ;  but  It  will  be  of  no  nse  whatever 
to  the  Government,  for  the  Government  will 
not  reo«ve  it.  Then,  rir,  if  I  may  use  a  home^ 
similitude,  by  such  an  enactment  as  this  yon 
act  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the  manger — yon 
'will  not  take  the  money  of  the  States  your- 
selves, and  yon  will  not  let  them  have  it,  though 
they  wish  to  receive  it.  Is  this  a  noble,  or 
even  a  politic  proceeding  1  Is  this  your  reform- 
ing the  currency  ?  Is  this  aiding  and  relieving 
the  embarrassments  of  the  peo^e,  to  stamp  a 
bad  name  upon  their  currency,  to  refuse  to 
receive  it  yourselves,  to  pass  laws  fixing  a  stig- 
ma upon  it,  and  then  to  forbid  otiiert  to  re- 
ceive it ! 

Again,  sir:  there  is  another  view  which  I 
think  oi^iht  to  be  taken  of  this  sul^ect ;  and, 
had  it  received  its  due  oondderation,  sach  s 
measure  as  this  could  surely  never  have  been 
proposed.  In  fifteen  Aajb  from  now,  this  in- 
stalment will  be  due  to  the  States.  They  have 
already  made  their  disposition  of  the  money. 
It  has  been  disposed  of  in  various  contracts, 
and  been  directed  to  various  great  and  useful 
purposes;  and  now,  suddenly,  at  this  short 
notice,  the  expected  sum — the  sum  which  the 
law  had  pledged  to  them — is,  by  another  law, 
to  be  withheld.  Bat,  by  the  terms  of  the 
deposit  law,  a  specific  time  was  fixed  upon  and 
accorded  to  the  States,  in  which  the  States 
were  to  have  notice  of  any  demand  to  be  made 
imon  them  for  the  sum  deposited.  the  law, 
therefore,  they  are  entitled  to  a  notice  before 
this  fourth  instalment  can  be  wiQutrawn  from 
them — for  they  have  already  expended  it ;  and 
this  bill  to  withhold  it  ia  equivalent  in  its  action 
to  taking  back  the  money  from  them,  without 
the  notice  which  the  law  provided  for. 

Mr.  CBiTTBNDBir,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  fnUy 
concurred  in  the  views  just  e^re&sed  by  the 

Kntieman  from  South  Carolina,  (!Ur.  Pkeston.) 
the  State  which  be  came  from,  he  said,  the 
general  opinion  was  that  retrenchment  was 
wanting,  and  ought  to  be  exercised  in  the 
several  departments  of  the  Government.  The 
profusion  to  which  they  were  becoming  iiabita- 
ated  it  was  time  should  be  checked,  and  he  (Mr. 
0.)  agreed  with  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Oaroliua,  (Mr.  Prbstoit,)  that  now  was  the 
time,  if  ever,  to  put  in  force  such  a  necessary 
retrenchment  He  (Mr.  0.)  oould  not  well  un- 
derstand the  reason  why  any  other  course  should 
be  resorted  to ;  for  it  clearly  appeared  to  him 
that,  by  proper  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 
of  Government,  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 
might  be  curtailed  from  its  superfluous  disburse- 
ments to  make  up  the  amount  which  the  pay- 
men^of  this  instiument  would  require. 
Mr.  Bbown  uii :  In  addition  to  the  argo- 
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ments  which  had  fthreadr  been  nrged,  and  which 
to  his  mind  w«re  oonwu&y^,  in  laTOrof  with- 
holding the  fonrth  iniitalment  payable  to  th« 
seTeraT  States  on  the  let  of  October,  tinder  the 
depodt  act  another  argament,  entitled  to  still 
more  weightj  consideration,  had  dedded  his 
mind  in  nror  of  that  conrse.  If  we  refuse  to 
pass  the  bill  having  that  object  in  view,  the 
obligation  will  nnavoidablj  devolve  on  Con- 
gress to  provide  the  means  to  meet  the  payment 
of  the  instalment  which  will  otherwise  become 
due  to  the  States,  the  available  means  of  tlie 
Treasnry  being  inadequate  for  that  purpose. 
How  he  (Mr.  B.)  coola  not  see  in  any  put  of 
the  constitution  the  power  to  raise  money,  and, 
of  neoeerity,  the  power  to  tax  oor  owutitnents 
to  pay  the  mone^  thns  raised,  for  the  mere 
imrptwe  of  depositing  it  in  the  treasuries  of 
the  several  States.  Tne  power  to  r^se  money 
was  limited  to  the  objects  and  duties  with  which 
the  Goieral  Government  was  charged  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  in  no  part  of  that  instrament  was 
the  power  to  be  found,  either  by  express  grant  or 
implication,  to  raise  it  for  any  such  purpose.  It 
could  not  be  pretended  that  to  raise  money  for 
guuh  purpose  was  to  carry  into  eSbc^  any  power 
beloDging  to  the  General  Government.  To  his 
mind,  therefore,  it  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
constitution  to  ezerisHe  such  power,  which  they 
unqoeadonably  wonid  have  to  do,  m  providing 
the  means  to  meet  the  ranging  instalment 
if  its  psymeat  sbonld  not  be  pt^poned.  He 
drew  a  dutinction  between  the  power  <Kf  Con- 
grras  to  authorize  the  depcffiit  ol  a  surplus  in 
the  State  treasaries  whioh  already  existed,  and 
tiie'  power  to  rdse  money  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose <^  thus  deponting  it.  It  was  in  that  point 
(tf  view  that  he  deemed  the  deposit  act  of  last 

?''ear  jostiflable ;  tiiat  act  had,  in  the  conrse  of 
ta  execution,  exhausted  the  surplus,  which  was 
the  true  object  Congress  had  in  view  in  pasong 
it ;  and,  having  fulfilled  its  great  end,  he  was 
of  opinion  its  farther  operation  should  now 
cease.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Bonth 
Carolina  (Mr.  Pbeston)  would  have  much 
difficulty  in  recondling  tiie  vote  whioh  he  had 
announced  his  intention  to  ^ve  on  this  qnestioiij 
with  the  doctrines  of  a  smct  conrtmotion  of 
the  eonstitntion,  of  which  he  had  heretofore 
pnfyueA  himsdf  a  salons  advocate.  He  called 
on  that  genUemaa  to  show  what  constitutional 
authority  Congress  had  to  pass  a  law  raising 
money,  not  in  execation  of  any  of  its  conceded 
powers,  bat  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  being 
deposited  with  the  States. 

Besidos  the  constitutional  objection  to  raising 
money  for  the  purpose  of  deporting  It  with 
the  States,  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  instal- 
ment to  them  would  be  to  lay  the  foondation 
of  a  new  national  debt ;  tiiaa  which  nothing, 
in  his  ophiioD,  would  be  more  preposterous, 
when  resorted  to  fbr  the  nnaathonzed  purpose 
o{  dividing  money  among  the  States.  He 
would  in  no  event  vote  for  any  measure  leading 
to  the  creation  of  a  national  debt,  unless  it 


ooold  he  made  to  appear  indispensable  to  aid 
the  Government  in  the  performanoe  of  its 
lentimate  fimctions. 

lir,  Walesb  said :  Dis^aise  It  as  we  may,  the 
refusal  to  pass  this  bill  is  a  determination  on 
onr  part  to  borrow  more  than  nine  miUiona  of 
dollars  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  deposited  for  safekeeping  with  the  States  of 
this  Union.  The  eonstitntion  authorizes  us  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States — but  for  what  object!  Gearly  for  no 
other  than  to  carry  into  efl^t  the  powers  dde- 
gated  by  the  constitution.  Bat  that  this  Gov* 
ernment  could  borrow  millions,  without  limita- 
tion as  to  the  amooot,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
positing it  with,  or  distributing  it  among,  the 
States,  was  to  clothe  this  Govemmrat  witb  the 
most  alarming  and  despotic  powers.  If  Ous 
Government  can  make  snch  a  loui  for  audi  a 
purpose,  the  taxing  power  is  unlimited ;  for  by*' 
taxes  only  can  it  raise  the  money  to  reftmd 
what  it  has  borrowed.  Mr.  W.  said  he  was 
one  of  a  small  minority  of  six  in  the  Benate 
who  bad  voted  against  this  deposit  bill.  He 
had  then  predicted  the  disastrous  consequences 
that  he  thought  would  follow  from  the  passage 
of  this  bill ;  and  his  worst  fears  would  be  ra- 
ized, if  now,  when  there  was  a  deficit  in  tiie 
Treasury,  when  many  of  the  public  creditors  had 
to  he  paid  in  protested  drafts  on  broken  banks,  a 
Bundas  was  created  by  loans,  for  the  ^rpoee 
of  distributing  among  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  well  knew  the  voracious 
character  of  the  sarplas  ^irit;  that  it  was 
ready  to  keep  up  the  tarifij  to  keep  up  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  and  to  refuse  all  relief  to  the 
settlers  of  the  West,  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing a  surplus  for  distribution;  but  he  could 
scarcely  have  believed  lhat  now,  when  we  must 
in  any  event  replenish,  by  loans,  an  exhausted 
Treasury,  new  loans  would  he  asked  for  to  the 
amonnt  of  nine  millions  for  distribution — loans 
to  be  refunded,  if  not  from  the  lands  of  the 
West,  from  the  tarifi';  by  which  Misdssipin, 
now  nearly  the  greatest  exporting  State  of  thia 
Union,  wUl  receive  bnt  about  one-fourth  as 
muoh  as  she  will  be  compelled  to  refund  by  the 
operaticm  of  tbe  tariff— ^edndng  the  price  of 
her  great  staple,  to  enrich  the  incorporated 
monopolists  of  other  sections  of  the  Union. 
Mr,  W.  said  he  most  be  blind  indeed,  who  did 
not  perceive  that  to  ruse,  by  loans,  nine  mil- 
lions for  deposit  with  the  States,  is,  to  the  extmt 
of  nine  miUions,  to  render  it  necessary  to  aug- 
ment the  tariff.  It  is  true,  we  talk  of  getting 
back  this  money  from  the  States;  whilst  a 
majority  of  the  Senate — as  he  (Mr.  W,)  thought 
most  unwisely — have  just  taken  from  tiie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  authority  whioh  he 
poesessed,  nnder  the  deporit  act,  to  call  upon 
the  States  to  reftmd  any  portira  of  the  money 
already  d^x>dted.  And  now  he  QIt.  W.)  pre- 
dicted that  Congress  never  wonld  make  aiqr 
requidtion  upon  the  States  for  this  money,  but 
that,  when  it  was  wanted,  the  Soath  woi^  be 
compelled  to  raise  it  through  the  t^ienition  of 
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the  tariff.  Gould  any  man  donbt  this  resnlt, 
'when  BO  bold  an  effort  was  now  made  to  indnoe 
the  GoTernment  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the 
last  instalment  to  the  BtatesI 

The  qoestion  was  then  pnt  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tua.— Kesara.  AOm,  Bonton,  Blade,  Brown,  Bu- 
dMOiaa,  CkUkhio,  Clay  ot  Aiahini*,  Fnltan,  Gnmdy, 
HoHMid,  EiiK  of  Alabuu,  King  of  Georgia,  linn, 
UcKean,  Horns,  I^efl,  Fierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robin- 
son, Rnggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stnoge, 
'WalkeisWall,  WillUms,  Wri^it^2S. 

Nats. — ^Ueasrs.  Bayard,  CUy  ctf  Eentuckj,  Clay- 
ton, GriUenden,  Kent,  Enight,  I^cholaa,  Norrell, 
PrutOD,  Robluna,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift, 
TiUmadge,  Webster,  White,  Young— 17. 

60  the  UIl  was  passed,  and  aent  to  the  House 
of  Be^vsentatiTea. 

Tmuury  JiTota. 
The  bUl  antbori^ng  tiie  iasae  of  Tireasary 
notea  ma  takoi  up  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole. 

Kr.  WBtOBT  moved  to  fill  up  the  first  blank 
in  the  biU  with  the  word  "  tea^"  thereby  mak- 
ing the  amount  of  notee  to  be  iaaned  ten  mil- 
Ums  of  dollars. 

Kr.  W.  sud  that  it  had  not  been  possible  for 
the  c«nmittee  to  know  the  amount  of  the  notes 
neoessary  until  action  bad  been  bad  on  the  bill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States ; 
which  Dill  haviiig  now  passed  the  Senate,  he 
was  able  to  fill  up  the  blank.  He  had  had  an  In- 
terriew  on  the  Bubieot  with  the  Secretary  <^  the 
TrMNiry,  and  he  Ead  learned  frtmi  that  officer 
that^  on  ue  aa|^Kifliti«i  that  no  more  extension 
wonld  be  granted  tlun  was  pn^tosed  by  the 
bill  for  extending  the  duty  bonds,  be  had 
thought  the  sum  of  eight  millions  would  1>e 
sofflaent  This  was,  however,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
pay  in  October  the  instalment  then  due  to  the 
Government  by  that  institution.  But  it  was 
understood  by  the  Secretary  and  the  committee 
that  this  would  not  l>e  d<me,  that  bank  having 
bought  up  TreasuiT  drafts  issued  in  July  for 
the  payment  of  uie  third  instalment  to  the 
States,  and  intending  to  f^ve  in  those  drafts  in 
payment  of  the  instahnent  then  due  from  the 
buk.  Tlus  being  the  case,  the  Secretair 
would  reanire  Hat  the  Idaok  be  filled  up  with 
nine  miUun  five  hundred  thouaand  ddlars; 
and  therefisre,  on  this  oaloulaticHi,  the  oommittee 
had  instanoted  bim  ^r.  W.)  to  move  for  ten 
millions. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  was  very  dearons 
of  obtfuning  more  full  information  reladug  to 
one  point ;  and  that  was,  that  as  a  bill  bad 
now  passed  the  Senate  for  arresting  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  and  since 
the  fbnd  intended  for  the  use  of  the  States  was 
now  to  be  appUed  to  the  use  of  Government, 
if  it  wss  intended  to  employ  the  funds  in  the 
iMnks  before  being  remeed  in  some  wt^  or 
otJier  to  ft  oMde  bads,  whether  Qownment 
intended    hwa  poaood,  w  to  be  paiMfifl  imnh, 


for  example,  as  a  bankrupt  law — to  force  the 
converrion  of  the  funds  now  iu  the  banks  into 
metal,  and  then  tlirow  the  sum  thus  ebttdned 
from  the  banka  into  the  Treaaniy,  there  to  lie 
witlioot  bdng  nsedt  His  inquiry  was  not,  he 
thought,  useless,  rinoe  it  moat  be  evident  that 
Uie  amount  ttf  the  Uank  rnnat  depend  upon  the 
availability  of  the  funds  in  the  banks. 

Mr.  WmoBXsidd  it  had  been  ascertained,  and 
was  so  stated  in  the  Secretary's  report,  tliat  all 
the  money  in  the  banks  subject  to  draft  on  the 
26th  of  August  last  amounted  only  to  eight 
million  one  hundred  and  uxty-mx  thousuid 
dollars.  Out  of  that  sum  the  expenses  for  the 
month  of  Septoml>er  were  to  be  taken,  whitdi 
would  leave  the  sum  reduced  to  about  two 
millions  and  a  half  by  the  let  of  October. 
But,  if  the  outatanding  drafta  should  oome  in 
on  the  Treasury,  (mai^^  of  th«n  being  iwotest- 
ed,)  in  that  case  the  available  amount  would 
still  be  diminiahed,  and  the  Ttaasnry  would  be 
in  want  of  means.  There  were,  therefore,  no 
ready  meana  without  the  asnstanoe  of  Con- 
gress. In  all  the  Atlantio  ooaat,  the  money  in 
uie  banks  had  for  the  most  part  been  with- 
drawn, (only  a  small  sum  subject  to  drafts  being 
with  them— say  less  than  a  million,)  uid  cred- 
itors were  not  willing  to  reoeive  dr^ts  npcm 
the  South-western  banks,  where  now  aJmost  all 
the  funds  in  deposit  with  banks  were  placed. 

Suob  being  the  case,  and  such  the  amount 
of  nnavmlabie  money,  the  ol^ect  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes  was  to  antidpato  the  funds 
deposit  with  the  banks  nutil  Gongress  should 
say  how  those  funds  were  to  be  made  availatde. 
The  Oommittee  on  finance  had  reported  a  bill 
giving  to  those  banks  Intervals  of  two,  fire,  and 
eig^t  months  in  whicb  to  par  the  sums  due ; 
dividing  the  balance  in  their  hands  Into  three 
instalments.  Again:  the  ezten^n  granted 
already,  and  proposed  still  to  be  granted,  on 
bonds,  would  dinuDish  the  means  of  the  Treaa* 
nry ;  from  all  which  conmderations,  the  issue 
of  these  notes  was  rendered  necessary  to  meet 
the  current  expenses. 

Ur.  Cut,  of  Kentnoky,  professed  hims^ 
greaty  obliged  by  the  valuable  Infoimadon 
commnnicated  by  the  honorable  Senator,  (Mr, 
Wbiort;)  but  he  still  felt  that  the  inquiry 
which  he  had  wished  to  make  waa  not  yet 
anawwed.  He  meant  to  inquire  if  the  moneT* 
in  the  banka  was  to  be  used  as  bank  notes,  or 
if  the  banks  were  to  be  oompdled  to  pay  them 
in  specie ;  and  then,  if  these  Amds  were  to  be 
left  idle? 

Mr.  WjuoHT,  in  reply,  said  they  would  not 
be  used  as  bank-notes  unless  the  law  should 
authorize  them  so  to  be  used. 

iSr,  Olat  :  Then  it  comes  to  tliis :  we  have 
passed  a  bill  to  take  fbnds  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  who  would  have  been  glad  to  use  them, 
to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  otbers  who  ref^ 
to  acknowledge  and  make  use  of  them.  The 
States  would  nave  been  dad  to  receive  this 
money  in  the  sli^  of  bank-notes,  and  we 
have  tsken  it  from  them.  Again:  Goverunent 
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refiues  to  call  them  ftmctt  in  that  ahape ;  and 
to  QoTernment  we  have  now  made  them  over 
hj  the  biU  Jostpamed  t  And  as  OoTemment, 
thou^  it  receives  those  fimdfi,  and  peevaais 
their  being  paid  to  the  States,  will  not  acknowl- 
edge them  as  funds,  there  is  a  defiden<7  exist- 
ing ;  and  this  d^oiency  is  to  be  snpplied  by 
issniog  Treasury  notes,  in  order  that  Gtovem- 
ment  may  be  able  to  get  along.  That  is  to 
Bay,  Government  wiU  not  receive  the  paper  of 
the  ooontry,  and  is  about  to  create  a  p^r  of 
its  own,  which  the  eovatrj  is  expected  to  re- 
oeivel  And  thus,  all  the  promises  which  have 
beea  made  to  u  of  the  flowing  of  gold  and 
diver  all  over  the  oaontiy^-these  promiaes  of  a 
better  camiuqr  reanlt  in  the  iime  of  ten  mil- 
Ikutt  of  p^MT  m<ni«y  I 


UonTDAT,  September  18. 

Mr.  BiVBB  gave  notice  that  he  shonld  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  dedgnating 
the  ftrnds  to  be  received  by  Qovemment  in 
payment  of  pubUo  dnes. 

Mr.  B.  observed,  that  be  had,  on  a  former 
day,  intimated  his  intention  of  proposing  a  bill 
of  this  deaoriptiw  himself,  in  the  event  that 
no  aiioilar  Uu  should  be  reported  1^  the  Oom- 
ndttee  oa  Sinanoa.  He  viewed  tiie  neg^t  of 
this  highly  important  Bn1^e(^  likely  to  be  of 
anoh  seriooa  otmse^naice  to  the  community  at 
lai^  that  he  fblt  hunself  bound  to  act  on  the 
oooadon  by  bringing  in  a  bill  calculated  to  do 
Jostioe  to  the  people  in  this  partioiilar. 

Treasury  2foU*. 

The  biU  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  hav- 
ing been  postponed  to  this  day,  in  order  to  give 
Mr.  OAiAOtm  an  oppcnrtonity  of  preparing  an 
amendment,  and  of  offwing  his  sentiments 
genually  upon  the  sottJeot^  wu  now  reeumed 
By  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Oalbouh,  after  s  gennal  'dew  of  the 
gtate  ot  the  oonntry  and  d  the  oanaes  wMch 
produced  the  distrea^  and  of  a  national  bank 
and  looal  banks,  as  funuahera  of  oorrenc^,  went 
on  to  fl^: 

In  support!)^  the  bank  of  18161  I  openly 
declared  that,  as  a  question  de  notw,  I  would  be 
decidedly  agtdnst  toe  bank,  and  would  be  the 
last  to  give  it  my  support.  I  also  stated  that, 
in  BQpporting  thk  buk  then,  I  yielded  to  the 
necessity  of  tlie  case,  growiog  out  of  the  then 
existing  and  long-established  connection  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  banking  ^stem.- 
I  took  the  ground,  even  at  that  early  period, 
that  so  long  as  the  ccsmeclion  existed,  so  long 
as  the  Government  received  and  peid  away 
bank-ntrtes  as  money,  they  were  bound  to  regu- 
late their  value,  and  bad  no  alternative  but  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

I  found  the  connection  in  eudwioe  and 
established  before  my  time,  and  over  which  I 
could  have  no  control  I  yielded  to  the  neces- 
nty,  in  order  to  correct  the  Reordered  state  of 
tike  oorrenoy,  wMob  had  fallen  exdodvelj  un- 


der tiie  Gonlsvl  of  tlie  States.  I  yielded  to 
what  I  could  not  reverse,  just  as  any  member 
of  the  Senate  now  would,  who  might  bdieve 
that  Louisiana  was  nnoonstitationally  admitted 
into  the  Union,  but  who  would,  neverdieless, 
feel  compelled  to  vote  to  extend  the  laws  to 
that  State,  as  one  of  its  members,  on  the  ground 
that  its  admiauou  was  an  act,  whetiier  oonatt- 
tutional  or  uneonatitotional,  wbkh  he  oonld 
not  reverse. 

In  1884  I  acted  in  conformity  to  the  same 
princnple,  in  proposing  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  for  a  diort  period.  oUeot,  as  ex- 
pressly avowed,  was  to  use  the  bank  to  Ineak 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banking  system  gradnally,  in  order  to  avert 
the  catastrophe  whidi  has  now  1)e£allen  us,  and 
which  I  then  clearly  perceived.  But  the  con- 
nection, which  I  bdieved  to  be  irreversible  in 
1 81 6,  has  now  been  broken  by  operation  of  law. 
It  is  now  an  open  question.  I  fed  myself  free, 
for  tbe  first  time,  to  choose  my  course  on  this 
important  subject ;  and,  in  opposing  a  bank,  I 
act  in  conformity  to  principles  which  I  have 
entertained  ever  since  I  have  folly  investigated 
the  sul^ect 

But  my  opposition  to  a  reunicHi  with  tbe 
banks  ia  not  ooi^ed  to  objeotions  limited  to  & 
natiMial  or  ^«te  banka.  It  goes  beytmd,  and 
comprehends  others  (tf  a  more  general  nainr^ 
relating  to  the  eurreney,  which  to  me  are  de- 
cisive. I  am  of  the  impression  that  the  con- 
nection has  a  most  pemicioas  influence  over 
bank  curraiey;  that  it  tends  to  disturb  that 
stability  and  uniformity  of  valne  which  is  es- 
sential to  a  sound  currency :  and  is  among  the 
leading  causes  of  that  tendency  to  expansion 
and  contraction,  which  experience  has  shown 
is  incident  to  bank-notes  as  a  currency.  Thu^ 
are,  in  my  opinion,  at  best,  without  the  reqm- 
dte  qoaHties  to  constitute  a  eurroit^,  evttn 
whoi  unconnected  with  the  Govemmoit;  and 
are  doubly  diaquaMed  by  reason  of  that  oon- 
nection,  which  enlifieoto  them  to  sudden  expan- 
dons  and  contractions,  and  exposes  them  to 
fatal  catastrophes,  such  as  the  present. 

I  will  explain  my  views.  A  bank-note  cir- 
culates not  merely  on  aoconnt  of  the  nedit  ot 
the  institution  by  which  it  is  issued,  bnt  because 
Government  receives  it  like  gold  and  silver  in 
all  its  dnes,  and  thus  adds  its  own  credit  to  that 
of  the  bank.  It,  in  fact,  virtually  endorsee  on 
the  note  of  every  specie-paying  bank,  "  receiv- 
able by  the  Government  in  its  dues."  To  un- 
derstand how  greatiy  this  adds  to  the  dronki'- 
tion  of  bank-notes,  we  must  remember  that 
Government  is  tiie  great  money-dealer  ot  the 
country,  and  die  holder  of  immense  pnUio 
domains;  and  that  tt  has  the  power  of  creating 
a  dfflnand  agaimt  evor  dtizen^  as  high  as  it 
pleases,  in  the  8hq>e  of  a  tax,  or  duty,  which 
can  be  disohai^^,  as  the  law  now  is,  only 
lunk-notes  or  gold  and  silver.  This,  of  oonrse, 
cannot  but  add  greatijr  to  the  credit  of  bank- 
notes, and  contribute  much  to  their  circulation, 
thou|^  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine,  with 
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My  preeinoD,  to  wh&t  extent  It  certMnly  is 
Ter  J  great  For  vhy  is  it  that  an  ix^vidnal  of 
the  first  credit,  whose  responsibiltty  is  so  in- 
cHaputable  that  his  frieod  of  eqaal  credit  ea- 
dorsea  his  Dote  for  nothiDg,  sbould  pot  hi>  name 
with  his  friend's,  being  their  Joint  credit,  into  a 
bnik,  and  take  out  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
whieh  ia,  in  fact,  but  the  oredit  of  the  bank 
itself  and  pay  mz  per  eent  ^soonnt  between 
the  credit  of  himself  and  his  friend  and  that  of 
tiw  bank  I  The  knows  and  aatablished  credit 
of  the  bank  may  be  one  reason,  but  there  is 
awrther  and  powerfnl  one :  the  QoTerament 
treats  the  credit  of  the  bank  aa  gold  and  silver 
in  all  its  transactions,  and  does  not  treat  the 
credit  ot  individuals  in  the  same  manna-.  To 
test  the  truth:  let  ns  reverse  the  case,  and 
sappose  the  GovemmeDt  to  treat  the  joint  cre- 
dit <Hf  the  indiridnals  as  money,  and  not  the 
credit  <^  the  bank ;  and  is  it  not  obvioos  that, 
inrtead  of  borrowing  teem  the  bank,  and  ray- 
lag  ^  per  cent  diseoimt,  the  bank  wonld  be 
dad  to  MKTOW  frmn  them  on  the  same  terms  i 
I'rom  this  we  may  perceive  Uie  powerftil  in- 
flneooe  which  bank  oircnlattui  derivea  from 
the  Mmneotkm  with  the  credit  of  the  Oovem- 
ment 

It  foUowa,  as  a  necessary  oonseqnenoe,  that 
to  ihe  extent  of  this  inflnence  the  issaes  of  the 
banks  expand  and  contract  with  the  expansion 
and  c(mtraatioa  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  widi  the  increase  of  its  dnties,  taxes, 
income,  and  expenditure ;  with  the  deporits  in 
its  vanlts,  acting  as  additional  cf^ital,  and  the 
amoont  of  bau-iu>tes  wiUidrawn,  in  conse- 
qoence,  tnm  dronlatton';  all  of  which  must 
directly  a£bot  the  smoont  of  their  bumness  and 
Inoes,  and  bank  earrenqy,  and  most,  ot  oonree, 
partake  of  all  those  vibriiaone  to  which  the  fla- 
oal  action  of  the  Government  Is  necessarily  ex- 
pond  ;  and,  when  great  and  sudden,  mnst  ex- 
pose the  system  to  catastrophes  snoh  as  we  now 
witness.  In  fact,  a  more  snitable  instance  can- 
not be  sdeded  to  Ulnstrate  the  tmth  of  what 
I  asewt  than  the  present,  as  X  shall  {anoeed  to 
show. 

To  imderstand  the  canses  which  have  led  to 
the  present  state  of  things,  we  mnst  go  back  to 
the  year  1824,  when  the  tariff  system  triQmi>h- 
ed  in  GcMigress — a  system  which  imposed  dataes 
not  foe  we  pnrpoae  of  revame,  out  to  en- 
eoorage  the  indostry  of  one  POTtion  of  tiie 
Unkn  at  tlie  enoise  of  the  otner.  This  was 
ftdlowed  ap  by  the  act  ctf  1828,  which  oonsam- 
mated  the  qrstem.  It  raised  the  dnties  so  ex- 
travagiatiy,  that  out  of  an  annoal  importation 
of  rixty-foor  millions,  thirty-two  passed  into 
the  Treastii7j  that  is,  Oovemmuit  took  one- 
half  for  the  liberty  of  Introdndng  the  ottier. 
Oonniless  millions  were  thus  poured  into  the 
Treasury  beyond  the  wants  of  Uie  Qovemment, 
whioli  became  in  time  the  sonroe  of  the  most 
extravagant  expenditores.  This  vast  increase 
of  receipts  and  expenditares  was  followed  by 
a  oorreroouding  entansi<m  of  the  badnesa 
tiie  buuL  They  had  to  dlsoonat  and  iime 


freely,  to  enable  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
dnty  bondsi,  as  well  aa  to  meet  the  vastly-in- 
oreased  expenditnres  of  the  Government  An- 
other effect  followed  the  act  of  1838,  whlflth 
nve  a  still  farther  expansion  to  the  action  of 
&e  banks,  and  is  worthy  of  notice.  It 

turned  the  exchange  with  England  tn  flivor  of 
this  country.  That  pcHlion  of  the  proceeds  of 
our  exports.  Which,  m  consequence  of  tiie  high 
duties,  could  no  longer  retnm  with  profit  in  the 
nsasl  articles  which  we  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  prinoipaily  from  that  country  in 
exchange  for  our  exports,  returned  in  gold  and 
^ver,  in  order  to  pandiase  similar  articles  at 
the  North.  This  was  the  first  cause  that  gave 
that  western  direotiou  to  the  precious  metals, 
the  revulsive  retnm  of  which  has  been  followed 
by  so  many  disasters.  With  the  exchange  in 
onr  favor,  and  oonseonait^  no  demand  for 
gold  and  silver  abroad,  and  the  vast  demand 
for  monay  attendant  «i  an  increase  of  the  rev- 
enues almost  ev«T  restraint  was  removed  on 
the  disoounts  and  issaes  of  the  banks,  eepeci&l- 
ly  in  the  northern  section  of  the  Union,  where 
tiiese  causes  principally  operated,  ^ith  their 
increase,  wages  and  prices  of  every  description 
rose  in  proportion,  followed,  of  conrse,  by  an 
increasing  demand  on  the  banks  for  farther  is- 
sues. Thia  is  the  true  cause  of  that  expansion 
of  the  currency,  which  b^an  about  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  administration,  but 
which  was  erroneously  charged  by  it  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  arose  out  of  the 
action  of  the  Government 

The  bank,  in  increasing  its  bnunesa,  acted  in 
obedience  to  the  oondwon  of  things  at  the 
tira&  and  In  oonfbrmi^  with  tiw  banks  gener- 
ally m  the  same  section.  It  was  at  this  Juno- 
tare  Utat  the  late  administration  came  into 
power ;  a  juncture  remarkable  in  many  respecta, 
bat  more  espedally  in  relation  to  the  qaestion 
of  the  currency.  Most  of  the  causes  which 
have  alnoe  terminated  in  the  complete  prosing 
tion  of  the  banks  and  the  commerci^  prosper- 
ity of  the  country  were  in  full  activity. 

Another  cause,  about  that  time,  (I  do  not 
remember  the  precise  date,)  began  to  produce 
powerful  effects^  I  refer  to  the  last  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  waa 
renewed  for  ten  years,  and,  among  other  pro- 
yiaoast  oontidned  me  makii«  the  notes  of  that 
bank  a  legal  tender  in  all  oases  except  between 
the  bank  and  its  erecUtors.  The  effect  was  to 
dispense  still  farther  with  the  use  of  the  pre- 
cious  metals  in  that  great  oommerdal  country, 
which,  of  coarse,  ctmsed  them  to  flow  out  in 
every  direction  through  the  varions  chuinelB 
of  its  commerce.  A  lar^  portion  took  their 
direction  hitherward,  and  served  still  forther 
to  increase  the  current  which,  from  causes  al- 
ready enumerated,  was  flowing  in  this  direc- 
tion ;  and  which  still  farther  increased  the 
fbroe  of  the  retoming  current,  on  the  turn  of 
the  tide. 

The  adminiitration  did  not  oomprdiend  the 
difflcolties  and  dangera  which  soinraiided  it. 
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iDRfiead  of  peroeiring  the  tme  reami  of  ib« 
vxpnmm  of  the  cnrreoo^,  and  adoption  the 
measorea  naoMsary  to  arreat  it,  they  attrioated 
it  to  the  Bank  of  UQited  States,  and  made 
It  the  cause  or  pretext  of  waging  war  on  that 
institution.  Among  the  first  acta  of  boatilitj, 
the  deposits  were  remoTed,  and  transferred  to 
aelected  State  banks;  the  effect  of  which,  in- 
stead of  resisting  the  tendency 'to  expansion, 
was  to  throw  off  the  only  restraint  that  held 
the  banking  institntions  of  the  country  in 
eheok;  and,  of  course,  gave  to  the  sweUing 
tide,  which  was  destined  to  desolate  the  coun- 
try, a  powerful  impulse.  Banks  sprung  up  in 
«Tay  direotiim;  diacoanta  and  iaaoea increaaed 
■Imoat  without  Umitatim;  and  an  immense 
BUr^UB  revenue  aoomnulated  in  ^e  deport 
Iwucfl,  whioh,  after  the  payment  of  the  public 
'  debt,  the  most  extravagant  appropriations  could 
Dot  exhaust,  and  which  acted  as  additional 
banking  cental.  The  value  of  money  daily 
depreciated ;  prioes  rose ;  and  then  commenced 
those  unbounded  speculations,  particularly  in 

Eablic  lands,  which  were  tranuerred,  by  mil- 
ona  of  acres,  firom  the  public  to  the  speculators 
for  wortliless  bauk-notea,  till  at  length  the 
swelling  flood  was  oheoked,  and  the  revulsive 
current  burst  its  barriers,  and  overspread  and 
dedolated  the  laud. 

The  first  check  came  firom  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land,  which,  alarmed  at  the  loss  of  ita  precious 
metals,  reflued  to  disBoiuit  American  billa,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  fbrther  decrease  oS  its  cash 
means,  and  cause  a  return  of  those  which  it 
had  lost.  Then  followed  the  execution  of  the 
depout  act,  whioh,  instead  of  a  remedial  meas- 
ure, as  it  might  have  been  made  if  properly 
executed,  was  made  the  ioatroment  of  weaken- 
ing the  banks  at  the  point  of  pressure,  eapeoial- 
in  the  great  commercial  metropolis  of  t^e 
Union,  where  so  lai^  a  portion  of  the  snrplna 
revenne  was  accumulated.  And,  finally,  the 
Treasury  order,  which  still  further  weuened 
those  banks,  by  withdrawing  their  cash  means 
to  be  invested  in  pnbUo  lands  in  the  West, 

It  is  <dten  easier  to  prevent  what  oaimot  be 
remedied,  which  thepresmt  instance  stron^y 
illuatratea.  It  the  adndnistration  had  fanned 
a  tme  conception  of  the  dangra*  in  time^  what 
has  since  happened  might  have  then  bem  easily 
averted.  The  near  approach  of  the  eniration 
of  the  charter  of  the  tlnited  States  Bank  would 
have  afforded  ample  means  of  staying  the  deso- 
lation, if  it  had  been  timely  and  properly  used. 
I  saw  it  then,  and  purposed  to  renew  the  char- 
ter, for  a  limited  period,  with  such  modifications 
as  would  have  effectually  resisted  the  increas- 
ing expansion  of  the  currency,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  gradually  and  finally  wear  out  the  con- 
nection between  the  bank  and  Government 
To  nae  the  exprosaion  I  then  used,  "  to  vnbank 
the  banks ; "  to  let  down  the  ffyston  earily, 
and  so  to  effiMt  the  separation  between  the 
bank  and  the  Government  as  to  avoid  the  pos- 
i^bility  fflf  that  shook  which  I  then  saw  was  in- 
evitalue  withoni  some  anoh  remedy.  The 


moment  was  eminently  pn^itious.  The  pre- 
cious metals  were  flowing  in  on  us  from  ev«7 
quarter,  and  the  vigorous  measures  I  purposed 
to  adopt  in  the  renewal  of  the  charter  would 
have  effectually  arrested  the  increase  of  bukks, 
and  checked  tiie  excess  of  their  discounts  and 
issnes ;  so  that  the  aoonnmlatiog  mass  of  gold 
and  silver,  instead  of  being  converted  into  bank 
capital,  and  sweUing  the  tide  of  paper  circula- 
tion, would  have  hwa  substitutea  in  the  place 
of  bank-notes,  as  a  permanent  aiid  whol^rane 
addition  to  the  currency  of  the  country. 

But  neither  the  administration  nor  the  op;H>- 
sltion  sustained  me,  and  the  precious  oppor- 
tunity passed  unseized.  I  then  clearly  saw  the 
coming  calamity  waa  inevitable;  and  it  has 
neither  arrived  sooner,  nor  is  it  greater,  than  I 
antioipated. 

Such  are  the  leading  causes  whidi  have  pro- 
duced the  present  disordered  state  of  the  cur- . 
rency.  There  are  others  of  a  minor  dianuster, 
connected  witii  the  general  omidition  of  the 
commercial  worid,  and  the  operations  of  the 
Executive  branch  <^  the  Government,  but 
whidi,  of  themselves,  would  have  produced 
but  little  effect  To  repeat  the  oaoaes  in  a  few 
words :  the  vast  increase  whioh  the  torifils  oi 
1824  and  1628  gave  to  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Goverammt,  combined  with  the  causes  I  have 
enumerated,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  ex- 
panrion  oi  the  cnneDcy.  These,  in  torn,  gave 
that  extraordinary  impnlse  to  overtrading  and 
speculation  (they  are  effects,  and  not  oanses) 
which  has  finally  terminated  in  the  present 
calamity.  It  may  thus  be  ultimately  traced  to 
tiie  connection  betweoi  the  banks  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  it  is  not  a  Uttie  remarkable  that 
the  suspennon  of  specie  payments  in  1816  in 
this  country,  and  that  of  1797  in  Great  Britain, 
were  produced  by  like  causes. 

Having  now  presented  my  views  of  the 
course  and  the  measures  which  the  permanent 
policy  of  the  country,  looking  to  its  liberty  and 
lastuig  prosperity,  requires,  I  pome  finally  to  the 

aneatum  of  reli«.  I  have  placed  thia  last— not 
tiat  I  am  devoid  of  sympathy  for  the  oountiy 
in  the  pecuniary  distress  which  now  pervades 
It 

After  the  best  reflection,  I  am  of  the  impres- 
uon  that  the  Government  can  do  but  litue  in 
tiie  w^  of  relief  and  tiiat  it  is  a  case  whioh 
most  be  mainly  left  to  the  constitntion  d  the 
patient,  who,  thank  God,  is  yoong,  vigorous, 
and  robust,  with  a  constitution  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain and  overcome  tiie  severest  attack.  I  dread 
the  doctor  and  his  drugs  much  more  than  the 
disease  itself.  The  dis^ess  of  the  country  con- 
sists in  its  indebtedness,  and  can  only  be  reliev- 
ed by  the  payment  of  its  debts.  To  effect  thia^ 
industry,  Iragality,  economy,  and  time,  are  ne- 
cessary. I  rely  more  on  the  growing  crop — on 
the  ootton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  of  the  SoiUh— 
than  on  all  the  projects  or  devices  <Mf  politicians. 
I  am  ntteriy  opposed  to  all  coercion  by  thia 
Government.  But  Government  may  do  some- 
thing to  relieve  the  distress.  It  is  out  of  debt, 
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and  is  one  of  the  prindpal  creditors  both  of 
the  banks  end  of  the  merchants,  and  shonld  set 
an  example  of  liberal  Indulgence.  This  I  am 
irilliiw  to  ^ve  fneij.  I  am  aJso  pr^>ared  to 
Tote  ireelj  iha  use  oi  Qorerament  credit  in 
San*  aafe  form,  to  aopply  any  deficit  in  the  oir- 
onlation  dnring  the  process  of  reoorery,  as  far 
as  its  financial  wants  will  permit  I  see  not 
what  more  can  be  safely  done.  But  my  vmoa 
xnwr  be  obtnse  apon  this  subject.  Those  who 
differ  from  me,  and  who  profess  so  much  sym- 
pathy for  the  pablic,  seem  to  think  that  mach 
relief  may  be  afforded.  I  hope  they  will  pre- 
sent their  views.  I  am  anxious  to  bear  their 
prescriptions;  and  I  assure  them  that  what- 
ever they  may  propose,  if  it  shall  promise  re- 
lief and  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  course 
which  I  deem  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
restoration  of  the  country  to  perfect  health, 
BhaU  <diflerfti]ly  receive  mj  support.  They  may 
be  more  keeu-d^ted  than  I  am  as  to  the  best 
means  of  relief  bnt  cannot  hsve  a  stronger  dis- 
position to  afford  it. 

We  have,  Mr.  President,  arrived  at  a  remark- 
able era  in  our  poUtioal  history.  The  days  of 
legislative  and  ezeonlave  encroachmenta,  of 
tari&  and  snrplnses,  of  bank  and  public  debt, 
and  extravagant  expenditure,  are  past  for  the 
present.  The  Government  stands  in  a  position 
disentangled  from  the  past,  and  freer  to  choose 
its  future  course  than  it  ever  has  been  since  its 
commencement.  We  are  about  to  take  a  fresh 
^start.  I  move  off  under  the  State-rights  ban- 
ner, and  go  in  the  direction  in  which  I  have 
been  bo  long  moving.  I  aeixe  the  opportunity 
thoroughly  to  reform  the  Government ;  to  brii^ 
it  back  to  its  (ffifpnal  principles ;  to  retrench 
and  economize,  and  rigidly  to  enforce  account- 
ability. I  shall  oppose  strenuously  all  attempts 
to  originate  a  new  debt ;  to  create  a  national 
bank ;  to.  reunite  the  political  and  money  pow- 
er— more  dangerous  than  that  of  church  and 
state — ^in  any  form  or  shape ;  to  prevent  the 
disturbances  of  the  compromise,  which  is  grad- 
ual Ij  removing  the  last  vestige  of  the  tariff 
system ;  and,  mainly,  I  sfaall  use  my  best  efforts 
to  give  an  ascendency  to  the  great  conservative 
principle  of  State  sovereignty,  over  the  danger- 
ons  and  dem>tio  dootrine  of  orauolidation.  I 
oioe  to  tlmik  that  the  Execnlive  department 
the  Govenunont  ia  now  bo  redneed  in  pow- 
er and  means,  that  it  oaa  no  Icmger  rely  on  its 
Inflnence  and  patronage  to  secure  a  majority. 
Henceforward  it  can  have  no  hope  of  support- 
ing itself  but  on  wisdom,  moderation,  patriot- 
ism, and  devoted  attachment  to  the  constitution, 
which  I  trust  will  make  it,  in  its  own  defence, 
an  ally  iu  effecting  the  reform  which  I  deem 
indispensable  to  the  salvation  of  the  country 
and  its  institutions. 

I  look,  sir,  with  pride  to  the  wise  and  noble 
bearing  of  the  little  State-rights  party,  of  which 
it  is  my  pride  to  be  a  member,  throughout  the 
eventfbl  period  thnm^  which  the  oonntry  has 
passed  slnoe  1824.  Expertonoe  already  bears 
testimony  to  their  patriotism,  firmneH,  and 
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sagacity;  and  history  will  do  it  justice.  In 
that  year,  as  I  have  stated,  the  tariff  system 
trimnpbed  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  We 
saw  its  diaartirou  pc^cal  bearings;  foresaw 
its  surpluses  and  tiie  extravaganoeB  to  which  it 
would  lead.  We  rallied  on  the  eleetioa  of  the 
late  lYesident  to  arrest  it,  through  the  inflnenoe 
of  the  Executive  department  of  ihe  Govern- 
ment In  this  ve  fuled.  We  then  fell  back 
upon  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  by  the  action  of  a  small  but  gallant  Stat^ 
and  dirongh  the  potency  of  its  interposition, 
we  brought  the  system  to  the  ground,  sustained 
ea  it  was  by  the  opposition  and  the  administra- 
tion, and  by  the  whole  power  aid  patronage 
of  the  Government.  The  pemi<»ons  overflow 
of  the  Treasury,  of  which  it  was  the  parent, 
could  not  be  arrested  at  onoe.  The  smplos  was 
seized  oa  by  the  Exeontive,  and,  hy  its  oontrol 
over  the  banks,  became  the  frnitnil  sooroe  cS 
EzecntlTe  inflnenoe  and  encroachment,  mtii- 
out  hesitation,  we  joined  our  old  opponents  on 
the  tariff  question,  bnt  under  our  own  flag,  and 
without  merging  in  their  ranks,  and  mrae  a 
gallant  and  succ^sful  war  agtunst  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Executive.  That  terminated,  we 
part  with  our  late  allies  in  peace ;  and  move 
forward,  lag,  or  onward  who  may,  to  seoure  the 
fimlts  of  our  long  bnt  snccessful  struggle,  under 
the  old  republican  flag  of  1708,  whi(£,  though 
tattered  and  torn,  has  never  yet  been  lowered, 
and,  with  the  blesdng  of  Qod,  never  shall  be 
with  my  consent. 

On  oondoding  his  speech  Ur.  0.  satenitted 
his  amendment  which  provided  that  fhnn  and 
after  the  lat  of  Jannary  next,  three-fonrths  of 
the  money  due  to  the  GorerameDt  mi^  be  paid 
in  notes  n  specie-paying  banks ;  t^at  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  January,  18S9,  one-half  might 
be  paid  in  such  notes :  one-quarter  after  the  Ist 
of  Jannary,  1840 ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  January,  1841,  all  snms  due  the  Govern- 
ment for  customs,  lands,  &c.,  shall  be  paid  only 
in  the  legal  oorrenoy  of  the  United  Statea,  or 
in  such  notea,  bilb,  Aa^  as  shonld  by  law  be 
ordered. 

Ur.  WxBSTrat  roee,  and  inquired  of  Mr.  0.  to 
what  bill  it  was  proposed  to  make  this  an 
amendment 

Hr.  Oachoun  replied,  to  one  oalled  the  ^ 
Toroe  hill  between  Ha  Gorenunent  and  the 
banks,  wMdi  he  Bud  was  just  ahead. 

Hr.  Bbnton,  after  expresnng  his  entire  con- 
currenoe  in  the  amendment  of  Hr.  CALHomr, 
sent  to  the  Oliair  two  amendments  of  his  own, 
which  he  sdd  oomprised  the  substance  of 
the  bill  introduced  by  him  two  years  ago,  "  to 
re-establish  the  constitutional  currency  of  the 
oonntry."  His  first  amendment  provides  that, 
after  a  day  to  be  specified,  all  the  public  does 
should  be  pud  in  gold  and  silver  only,  and  in 
Treasury  notes  and  land  scrip,  as  might  by  law 
be  authorised;  and  the  second  provides  that, 
after  the  resnmptitm  of  spede  payments  by  the 
bulks,  the  TrMsoiy  should  b^pn  with  ^eoie 
P^ments, 
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[These  amendments,  t(^ther  with  ISx.  Cix- 
Homi^a,  were  ordered  to  be  printed.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  should  not  have  risen  in  this 
debate,  had  it  not  been  for  the  misappreheudonB 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  minds  of  some 
Senators  as  to  the  character  of  tiie  hill.  It  is 
called  bv  some  a  ^aper-monoy  bill,  and  hj 
others  a  oill  to  germinate  a  new  national  debt. 
These  are  serious  impntations,  and  require  to 
be  answered,  not  declamation  and  recrimina- 
tion, but  b/  facts  and  reasons,  addressed  to  the 
candor  and  to  the  intell^ence  of  an  enlightened 
and  patriotic  ooramnnitj. 

I  dissent  from  the  imputations  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  bilfe  I  nuUntain  that  it  is  neither  a 
paper-money  bill,  nor  a  bill  to  lay  the  foanda- 
tion  for  a  new  national  debt ;  and  will  briefly 
giro  my  reasons  for  believing  as  I  do  on  both 

There  are  oert^ljr  two  daasos  of  Treasory 
notes— one  for  iuvesbnent,  and  one  for  circula- 
tion ;  and  both  daases  are  known  to  our  laws, 
and  possess  disUnotive  features,  which  define 
their  respective  characters,  and  confine  them 
to  their  respective  nsea. 

The  notes  for  investment  bear  an  interest 
sufficient  to  Induce  capitalists  to  exchange  gold 
and  silver  for  them,  and  to  lay  them  by  as  a 
productive  fhnd.  This  is  their  distinctive  feat- 
ure, bat  not  the  only  one ;  they  possess  other 
aabsidiary  qualities,  such  as  transferability  only 
by  endorsnnent — payable  at  a  fixed  time—not 
re-issoable — ^nor  of  small  denomination — and 
to  be  cancelled  when  paid,  Notes  of  this  class 
are,  in  &ct,  loan  notes — ^notes  to  raise  loans  on, 
by  selling  them  for  hard  money — either  im- 
mediately by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or, 
aecondanly,  by  Uie  creditor  of  the  Qovemment 
to  whom  uiey  have  been  paid.  In  a  word,  they 
possess  all  tiie  qualities  which  invite  invest- 
ment, and  forbid  and  impede  circnlation.  The 
act  of  1812  authorized  an  issue  of  notes  of  this 
description.  They  bore  five  and  two-fifths  per 
cent,  mterest,  with  an  express  clause  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  rtuse  money 
Dpon  them  by  loan.  I  presume  there  are  Sen- 
ators present  who  were  members  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  in  1812,  who  nve  the  sanc- 
1i(m  of  their  approbation  to  the  Treasury  note 
law  of  that  year,  and  who  would  be  very  un- 
willing to  hear  the  epithets  nntlted  to  that  law 
which  are  lavished  npcm  thu  bill,  which  is 
oopied  irom  it. 

The  Treasury  notes  for  currency  are  dlstin- 
^ished  by  features  and  qu^lties  the  reverse  of 
those  which  have  been  mentioned.  They  bear 
little  or  no  interest  They  are  payable  to  bear- 
er— transferable  by  delivery— re-issuable— of 
low  denominations — and  frequently  reimbars- 
ible  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government.  They 
are,  in  &ot,  paper  money,  and  possess  all  the 
gnalitiefl  which  forbid  investment,  and  invite  to 
drcnlation.  The  l^«asnry  notes  of  181S  were 
of  that  j^araeter.  except  for  the  <^tionat  olaase 
to  enable  the  holder  to  Amd  them  at  the  interest 
wlueh  commanded  loans— «t  seven  per  cent 


These  are  the  distinctive  features  of  the  two 
classes  of  notes.  Now  try  the  committee's  bill 
by  tiie  test  of  these  qualities.  It  will  be  found 
that  the  notes  which  it  mthorizea  belong  to 
the  flrst^iamed  class ;  that  they  are  to  bear  an 
interest,  which  may  be  tax.  per  cent. ;  thattiiey 
are  transferaUe  only  by  endorsement;  that 
they  are  not  re-issuable;  that  they  are  to  be 
paid  at  a  day  certain,  to  wit,  within  one  year ; 
that  they  are  not  to  be  issued  of  less  denomina- 
tion than  one  hundred  dollars ;  are  to  be  can- 
celled when  taken  up ;  and  that  the  Secretuy 
of  the  Treasury  is  expressly  authorized  to  rtise 
money  upon  them  by  loaning  tbem. 

These  are  the  features  and  qualities  of  the 
notes  to  be  issued,  and  they  define  and  fix  their 
character  as  notes  to  raise  loans,  and  to  be  laid 
by  as  investments,  and  not  as  notes  for  currency, 
to  be  pndted  into  drcnlatiott  by  the  power  of 
the  Govo-nment,  and  to  add  to  uie  curse  of  the 
day  by  increadng  the  quantity  of  unconvertible 
paper  money.  ' 

The  execution  of  the  act,  and  especially  the 
cardinal  feature  of  the  quantum  of  interest,  is 
left  to  the  Pre^dent  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  presume  it  will  be  executed  as  a 
law  to  borrow  money ;  and  in  that  point  of 
view  the  interest  was  left  open,  under  a  maxi- 
mum limitj  as  is  proper  to  be  done  in  all  proposi- 
tions for  loans.  Bids  may  be  invited  by  ad- 
vertisement; the  competition  of  lenders  may 
fix  the  interest ;  c^italists  may  fix  it  by  com- 
petition, though  non^nally  left  to  the  discretion^ 
of  the  Preaidwit  imd  Secretary ;  and  at  what* 
ever  rate  it  Is  tiins  fixed— at  whatever  rate  a 
loan  of  gold  and  silver  is  commanded — at  that 
rate  the  whole  issue,  made  at  any  one  time, 
ought  to  go.  There  should  not  be  two  rates 
of  interestr--a  high  one  for  the  independent  and 
opulent  capitalist  and  a  low  one  for  the  hdp- 
less  and  necessitous  public  creditor. 

This  is  my  opinion  of  the  character  of  these 
Treasury  notes,  and  of  the  mode  of  using  them. 
I  cannot  doubt  but  that  lenders  will  present 
themselves,  and  that  the  whole  ten  millions 
may  be  bwrowed  in  gold  and  silver  Jnst  as  fiut 
as  the  Government  needs  it  That  opinion  i> 
formed  upon  datar— nptm  the  great  amount  of 
specie  now  in  the  country,  its  unproductiveness 
to  ito  present  holders,  and  the  &eUity  with 
which  large  amoauts  of  specie  were  borrowed 
ImmediateTy  aft«r  the  bank  suspensions  and  the 
commerc^  revulsions  of  1819.  The  spede  in 
the  United  States  cannot  now  be  less  than  it 
was  six  months  ago,  to  wit,  eighty  millions  of 
dollars ;  for  it  is  shown  by  the  Oustom-houso 
reports,  and  other  data,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  to  ship  it  to  Europe,  the  imports  and 
exports  are  about  even  during  that  time ;  and 
that,  taking  the  whole  fiscal  year  together,  the 
imports  now  exceed  the  exports  by  nearly  four 
miUions  of  dollars;  and  that  near  $900,000  in 
gold  have  been  coined  in  the  first  tliroe  quar- 
ters of  the  present  calendar  year.  The  specie 
in  the  country  cannot,  therefore,  be  less  than 
$8(^000,000,  and,  upon  the  calculation  of  last 
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year,  fs  more.  The  whole  of  this  vast  amount 
Is  lying  idle,  barren,  and  nnprodactiTO  to  its 
ovnera—not  that  thej  are  all  anwUling  to  lend 
%  and  to  reoeive  iotovat,  bnt  for  want  of  bor- 
rowers in  whom  they  hare  confidence.  The 
XToit^  States  will  present  that  borrower,  and 
will  bnng  forth  the  hoarded  treasares  which 
the  lack  of  general  oonfidwoe  now  consigns  to 
sterility  in  private  chests  and  in  special  bank 
deposits.  Thus  it  was  in  Idig-'SO.  The  oom- 
meroi^  and  bank  catastrophe  of  that  period 
took  place  in  1819;  in  less  than  a  year  after- 
wards, Arom  the  collapse  of  bnainess  and  the 
stagnation  of  commerce,  money  in  the  Atlantic 
luUes  was  abundant,  idle,  and  seeking  inve^ 
moDt  At  fbor  wflve  per  cent.  So  aqrs  Mr. 
Oheves — so  we  can  oil  remember. 

The  ISSL  has  been  dmonnoed  as  the  germ  of  a 
new  national  debt.  It  oertunly  proposes  the 
creation  of  a  debt  Bnt  for  what  pai^ose,  and 
nnder  what  circnmstanoea  I  To  comply  with 
the  maxim,  that  a  public  debt  is  a  pnhlio  bless- 
ing 1  By  no  means  I  Bnt  to  relieve  the  States 
from  being  called  npon  for  a  reimbnrsement  of 
any  part  of  the  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars 
which  have  been  deposited  with  them ;  to  re- 
lieve the  merchants  from  an  immediate  payment 
of  four  millions;  and  to  relieve  the  late  de- 
i>osit  banks  from  an  immediate  press  for  dz 
millions.  This  is  the  object.  The  loan  of  ten 
niUiona  on  the  Treasury  notes  oomes  in  idaoe 
of  the  fimr  and  millions  dne  fixnn  meronaots 
and  the  banks.  It  is  becanse  we  cannot  colleot 
Hie  one,  tiiat  we  create  the  other.  If  we  bad 
the  ten  millions  from  the  merchants  and  the 
banks,  we  shoold  not  want  the  Treasury  notes ; 
not  being  able  to  colleot  those  ten  millions,  we 
give  time  to  oar  debtors,  and  borrow  an  equiv- 
alent sum. 

I  trust  I  have  vindicated  the  bill  from  the 
stigma  of  being  a  paper  onrrency  bill,  and  from 
the  imputation  of  being  the  firat  st^  towards 
the  creation  of  a  new  national  debt  I  hope  it 
is  fully  deared  from  the  odinm  of  both  these 
impntalions.  I  will  now  say  a  few  worda  on 
the  policy  of  iasning  Treasorj  notes  in  time  ci 
peaoBt  or  even  in  tune  of  war,  tmtil  the  ordi- 
nan^  resonnea  of  loans  and  taxes  had  been  tried 
and  exhausted.  I  am  no  friend  to  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  of  any  kind.  As  loans,  they 
are  a  disguised  mode  ai  borroiring^  and  easy 
to  slide  into  a  currency :  as  a  currency,  it  is  the 
most  sednctive,  the  most  dangerous,  and  the 
most  liable  to  abuse  of  all  the  descriptions  of  pa- 
per money.  "  The  stamping  of  paper  (by  Gov- 
ernment) is  an  operation  so  much  easier  than  the 
laying  of  taxes,  or  of  borrowing  money,  that 
a  Government  in  the  habit  of  paper  emissions 
would  rarely  fiul,  in  any  emei^ency,  to  indulge 
itself  too  far  iu  the  employment  of  that  re- 
■onnWL  to  avcnd  as  much  as  possible  one  less 
an^efooB  to  present  popolarity."  Bo  sud 
General  Hamilt«i;  and  Jefferson,  Hadison, 
Uaoon,  Bandolph,  and  all  the  fitthers  of  the  re- 
pnblioan  choron,  omonrred  with  Imn.  Tliese 
aagadoos  statesmen  vera  al^  of  flUf  &dle  and 


aednctive  resooroe, "  so  UaUe  to  abose^  and  so 
certain  of  being  abused."  ^They  held  it  inad- 
missible to  recur  to  it  in  time  of  peace,  and 
that  it  could  only  be  thought  of  amidst  the 
exigencies  and  perils  of  war,  and  that  after  ex- 
hausting  the  direct  and  re^tonuble  alternative 
of  loans  and  taxes.  Bred  in  the  school  of  these 
great  men,  I  came  here  at  this  session  to  oppose^ 
at  all  risk&  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  I  pre- 
ferred a  direct  loan,  and  that  for  many  and 
cogent  reasons.  There  is  clear  authority  to 
borrow  in  the  constitutian ;  but,  to  find  au- 
thority to  issne  these  notes,  we  mast  enter  the 
field  of  constructive  powers.^  To  borrow,  is  to 
do  a  re^wDuble  act ;  it  is  to  incnr  certain  ao- 
ooQutability  to  the  constituent,  and  heavy  cen- 
sure if  it  cannot  be  jostifled;  to  iasoe  these 
notes,  is  to  do  an  aot  which  few  consider  ot, 
which  takes  bnt  little  hold  o!  the  public  mind, 
which  few  condemn  and  some  encourage,  be- 
cause it  increases  the  quantum  of  what  is  vainly 
called  mmey.  Loans  are  limited  by  tiie  capa- 
city, at  least,  of  one  ude  to  borrow,  and  of 
the  other  to  lend ;  the  issne  of  these  notes  has 
□o  limit  but  the  will  of  the  makers  and  the 
supply  of  lamp-black  and  rags.  The  con- 
tinental biUs  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  asng- 
nats  of  France,  should  fbmish  some  instructive 
lessons  on  this  head.  Direct  loans  are  always 
volnntuy  on  the  part  of  the  lender ;  Treasury 
note  loans  may  be  a  fbroed  borrowing  teoju  t^e 
Goveimnent  oreditoi^-as  much  so  as  u  the  b«y- 
onet  woe  put  to  his  breast ;  for  necessity  has 
no  law,  ana  the  necessitoas  eliumant  must  take 
what  is  tendered,  whether  with  or  without  in- 
terest— whether  ten  or  ^  fifty  per  cent  below 
par,  I  distrust,  dislike,  and  would  f^  es* 
chew,  this  Treasury  note  resource.  I  prefer 
the  direct  loans  of  1620-'21.  I  could  only  brinjg 
myself  to  acquiesce  in  this  measure  when  it 
was  nr^A  that  there  was  not  time  to  carry  a 
loan  through  its  forms ;  nor  even  then  could  I 
consent  to  it,  until  every  feature  of  a  ounwoy 
mieration  had  beat  eradicated  from  the  face  or 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Walebb  said  he  had  all  akmg  Intend- 
ed to  oflbr  a  similar  amendment,  and  would 
now  (by  leave  of  Mr.-O.)  do  ao.  Mr.  W.  said  . 
he  was  opposed  to  allowing  any  Interest  what- 
ever on  the  notes  to  be  issned,  and  for  the  fed- 
lowing  reasiRiB:  First,  because  it  appeared  to 
him  quite  unnecessary  to  allow  interest  on 
them.  This  Government,  possessed  of  a  pnblic 
domain  of  such  vast  extent  and  value,  amount- 
ing to  at  least  seven  hundred  n^llions  of  acres, 
and  being  out  of  debt  (the  only  Government 
of  which  such  a  proud  circumstance  could  be 
rdated,)  was  not  under  the  neoessitv  of  allur- 
ing credit  to  its  notes  by  the  oSer  of  a  trifling 
interest.  Notes  issued  by  such  a  Government 
would  command  fiill  credit  eqool  to  gM.  and 
^ver,  and  would  fredj  p&aa  aa  indi  without 
interest  This  was  hk  first  reason  against 
these  notea  bearing  any  interest 

His  seocmd  reaaon  was  the  fidlowing:  If 
these  notes  are  made  to  bear  interest,  they 
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would,  almost  immediately  on  their  iasne,  take 
their  flight  to  Europe ;  they  wotild  be  transmit- 
ted there,  instead  of  nieoie ;  and,  ooming  from 
a  GoTemraent  of  sneh  undoubted  oredi^  thej 
wcmld  be  freely  receiTed  there  in  payment  of 
onr  debts,  even  without  bearing  any  interest 
Vnoh  more,  therefore,  woold  they  be  made 
welcome  in  Earope  when  they  bore  interest. 
This  was  his  second  reason  for  wishing  to  allow 
no  interest  upon  them,  because  it  wonld  lead  to 
their'  more  ri^id  abstraction  from  drcnlation 
here. 

A  third  reason  ISx.  W.  would  now  state, 
which,  indeed,  wu  a  branch  of  his  second 
reoMn,  but  to  whuli  he  earnestly  solicited  the 
attention  of  Senators.  He  thought  that,  in 
eoDeeqaence  of  the  iaane  of  these  bills,  bearing 
interest,  an  immediate  effect  would  be  prodooed 
upon  the  price  of  cotton,  highly  lijurions  to  the 
interests  of  planters  in  the  South.  There  is 
now  (said  Mr.  W.)  a  demand  for  cotton,  and, 
consequently,  a  rise  in  its  price.  The  cause  of 
this  he  was  disposed  to  attribute  to  the  fact 
that  ootton  was  a  better  remittance  to  Europe 
in  payment  of  our  debts  than  specie;  and, 
therBfbr&  merchants  who  had  to  remit  to 
Europe,  instead  d  buying  specie,  bought  cot- 
ton, and  rauitted  it  in  the  place  of  specie. 
Hence  a  demand  for  cotton  in  the  market.  He 
QCr.  W.)  understood  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  itself  had  gone  into  market  and 
bought  up  cotton  to  send  to  Europe,  instead  of 
specie,  setting  the  example  of  a  remittance  so 
mghly  eondncive  to  the  interests  of  the  cotton- 
growM^haTing  pnrohased  (he  bdieved)  as 
much  as  three  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  oot- 
ton. 

Now,  the  effects  of  this  issue,  with  interest 
wonld  be,  that  the  whole  ten  millions  issueu 
would  be  sent  to  Europe,  instead  of  the  produce 
of  tiie  country ;  and,  ocmseqnenUy,  ten  millions 
less  at  cotton,  or  ot^er  .produce,  would  be  sold. 
This  lie  (Mr.  W.)  considered  absidntely  the 
same  thing  as  direeUy  taking  so  nmdi  money 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  Southern  producers, 
beoaose,  but  for  this  measure,  so  much  money 
wonld  be  expended  with  them  in  the  purchase 
of  their  produce.  If  the  merchants  who  now 
remitted  cotton  instead  of  i^iecie  could  find  any 
thing  more  convenient  for  them  to  remit — more 
easily  to  be  procured  and  transmitted — they 
wonld  naturaUy  avail  themselves  of  it  Now, 
these  notes  be^ng  interest  were  predsdy  this 
convenient  remittance  which  the  merdiants 
wanted ;  end,  therefore,  instead  of  baying  op 
any  more  cotton,  they  will  possess  themselves 
of  these  notes,  and  remit  them.  And,  on  the 
ether  hand,  they  in  Europe  would  prefer  these 
notes  to  our  cotton,  as  coming  from  a  Gorem- 
ment  such  aa  he  (Hr.  W.)  tud  described,  and 
hewing  interest  besides,  which  the  ootton  did 
not  Thus  the  effect  would  be  to  throw  the 
ootton  of  the  South  out  of  the  market,  and 
Uiereby  canse  a  foil  in  its  price  ruinous  to  the 
alrea^  ruined  prodnoers.  Sndi  a  measure  he, 
M  coming  from  the  great  cotton-growing  State, 
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fdt  himsdf  called  upon  most  strenoonslj  to 
opiMue. 

Another  reason  he  would  state  why  he  wish- 
ed this  issue  of  notes  bearing  an  interest  should 
not  take  place ;  it  was  this  :  these  notes  being 
remitted  to  Europe,  (as  undoubtedly  tbey  woold 
be,)  would  create  a  debt  abroad  against  u& 
Our  Government  would  thus  be  made  a  debtor 
to  fweign  Govemmeata  and  people — a  thing  in 
his  view  by  no  means  desirable.  Mr.  W.  con- 
cluded by  moving  thiA  so  much  of  the  bill  as 
relates  to  allowing  interest  npcm  Hie  notee  bo 
stricken  out 

Mr.  WmaHT  erprcased  himself  taken  If 
surprise  with  the  amendment  offered  by- the 
Senator  from  Mississippi.  From  Iho  disoossion 
which  had  already  taken  place  on  this  bill,  it 
was  evident  that  there  was  much  difference  of 
opinion  among  Senators  on  this  subject ;  soma 
differed  from  views  of  policy,  others  on  prind" 
pie.  He  confessed  it  was  his  hope  that  the 
amendment  just  offered  would  not  be  agreed 
to.  The  object  which  he  was  anxious  to  attain 
was,  to  make  these  notes,  as  far  as  practicable, 
equal  to  gold  and  silver,  and  as  acceptable  to 
the  pubUo  creditor.  Now,  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  that  this  ot^Ject  could  be  attained  nntosB 
the  discretion  allowed  by  this  bill  to  the  Secre* 
tary  was  retained  in  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  did  not 
think  HbaA  tihe  coimtry,  at  this  peculiar  junc- 
ture, was  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  emission 
of  notes  without  interest  The  effect  of  such 
an  issoe  wonld  be  to  canse  the  notes  to  sink  in 
value  in  the  market ;  but  if  they  bore  interest^ 
no  risk  of  this  kind  he  thought  would  be  run. 
It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  interest 
was  not  fixed ;  it  was  only  limited  not  to  exceed 
six  per  cent. ;  in  every  other  respect,  the  ques- 
tion was  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary. 

Mr.  EiHG,  of  Qeorna.  most  profess  the  high 
respect  he  wttatriaca  for  the  sentiments  ud 
opimons  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oaxidina, 
{ib.  Oalboun,)  and  d  the  Senator  fhnn  Hia- 
^ippi;  (Mr.  Walksb.)  It  was,  therefore, 
somewhat  pdnfdl  to  his  fedin^  to  be  obliged, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  diff^  from  those 
honorable  gentJemen.  There  was  one  principle 
of  finance  which  appeared  to  him  incoDtrovert- 
ible :  namely,  that  whenever  there  existed  two 
sorts  of  currency  in  circulatioD,  of  which  the 
one,  from  any  cause,  poss^sed  any  advantages 
above  the  oUier,  by  answering  any  one  pnr- 
pose  more  than  the  other,  then-  that  woold  al- 
ways command  a  small  premiom  over  the  other. 
This  tooth  was  folly  evidenced  at  the  present 
momoit,  when  drafts  which  had  even  been  pro- 
tested, TBt,  o(Hniag  from  the  Chivunment,  otsn- 
manded  a  preminm  little  infisrior  to  tiiat  of  gold 
and  silver.  In  order  to  ^aoe  these  Treasury 
notes  in  the  most  fiivorable  posiUon,  and  to 
prevent  their  d^reciation,  Mr.  K.  thought 
that  the  discretion  allowed  by  the  bill  ou^t  to 
be  left  with  the  Secretary,  to  be  used  according 
to  the  emergency  of  drcnmstances.  The  Seore- 
Uaef  might  tiben  attadi  to  the  notee  wiaA  ia- 
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tBTflrt  might  be  neoemrjr  to  nulw  them  woeepU 
able  to  the  oie^tm  ni  the  Qovemmeitt  He 
did  not  entertfdn  the  twprehennons  of  his  hoD- 
orable  friend  from  Mis^saippi  (Mr.  Wal- 
xn)  that  these  notes  would  find  their  waj  to 
Europe.  We  had  had  kites  enough,  (and,  in- 
deed, too  manj,)  which  h^d  been  made  to  flj 
acroBS  the  AtlaaUe ;  and  now  he  thought  no 
more  of  our  paper  would  find  its  way  to  Europe 
— St  least  until  our  debt  was  paid  off  there. 

Mr.  K.  proceeded  farther  to  combat  the  opia< 
Ion  of  Mr.  Walebb,  nrging  that  at  the  present 
state  of  the  exchaagea  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, a  better  state  of  things  could  not  periiape 
beexpeoted. 

Mr.  BKiTtHr  a^ed  for  the  yeas  and  mm  on 
Hr.  WAins's  motion;  which  were  oroOTed, 
and  the  amendment  was  r^eotod — i^es  6,  noes 
40,  as  followr 

TiAa— tfeflsts.  Black,  Calbonn,  XcEean,  Strange, 
Walker,  Toang— «. 

Nats. — Messn.  AUen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Bnchanmn,  Clay  of  Alibuna,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Clayton, 
I^ltw,  Grundy,  Hubbaid,  Kent,  King  of  Ala.,  King 
ef  Georpa,  Kidgbt,  Lyon,  Monis,  Nidulas,  Niles, 
Norr^  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Buggies,  Serier,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Smith 
of  Ind.,  Sonthard,  ^^euoe,  Bwift,  Tallmwlge,  Tiptmi, 
Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wri^ib— 10. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroned 
■nd  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

TtAS.— Messrs.  Alien,  Bayud,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  C3ay  of  Alabama,  O&y- 
ton,  Falton,  tirundy,  Hobbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala., 
Kii^  of  Georgia,  Kni^t,  Lyon,  HcKean,  Horria, 
Mtobolas,  Nilee,  Norrell,  Pierce,  Rires,  Roane,  Bob- 
Uos,  Robiiuoo,  Rugglea,  Serier,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, &mth  of  ladlwia,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Webeter,  White,  Williams, 
Wright,  Toung— 42. 

NATa — Uesais.  Clay  of  Eentncky,  Crittenden, 
Preston,  Southard,  Bpence — 6. 

Merohdnt^  Bondt. 
The  bill  extending  the  time  for  the  payment 
of  merchants'  revenue  bonds,  was  next  taken 
op. 

Ur.  Sbtisb  called  for  the  veas  and  nays  on 
the  quesHoD,  which  were  ordered,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  afflimatiTe— ayes  44^  uoe  1 ;  Mr. 
Sktibb  only  voting  in  the  nwative. 

So  the  bdl  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Tdxsdat,  September  Id. 

The  following  biUs  were  read  a  third  time 
and  passed : 

The  1>iU  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes; 

The  Mil  to  extend  the  time  oi  pi^ent  on 
merehants*  revenue  bcmds ;  and 

The  bill  for  adjusting  the  nmauung  claims 
on  the  late  deposit  books. 

Madnff  Mni»if/or  Itnauu. 
Ur.  Bim,  pmmant  to  notion  nm  to  adc 


leave  to  iatrndooe  a  bill  to  darignate  the  ftmds 
reodvable  in  payment  of  the  revennes  of  tha 

Gtovemmeat. 

Mr.  R.,  on  introdndng  the  bill,  addressed  the 
Ohair  as  fellows : 

Mr.  President:  I  rise,  in  pursuance  of  tha 
notice  I  gave  yesterday,  to  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  "  A  bul  to  designate  the  funds  receivable  in 

{layment  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States.'* 
t  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Senate  that 
among  the  most  prominent,  and  certainly  not 
tJie  least  important  ol^ecta  presented  both  by  the 
President's  Message  and  the  report  of  the  Smv 
rotary  of  the  Treanry,  for  tlie  "immediate 
attentitm  **  oi  Oongrasa  m  tbdr  present  aesdon, 
ts  the  apedimcy  of  aome  legidative  proi^fllon 
defining  the  eharaoter  oS  tiw  itands  to  be  reodv- 
ed,  in  future,  in  disohaige  oi  the  pablio  dom. 
From  the  intimate  connection  between  the  ool- 
lection  of  the  pablio  revenue  mi  the  gmeral 
currency  of  the  country,  this  question  has,  fai 
my  estimation,  far  more  essential  bearings  on 
the  great  interests  of  the  community  than  any 
which  the  President  has  submitted  for  our  de- 
liberatioDS.  The  Committee  on  finance,  how* 
ever,  to  whom  the  Message  was  referred,  have 
not  thought  it  proper  to  make  uiy  report  on 
that  portion  of  it,  and  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  honorable  chairman,  that  it  ia  not  their 
intention  to  make  any  report  vpoa  It  at  the 
{veaent  aesuon.  It  is  this  tnnlHion  on  the  part 
(tf  llie  onnmittee  that  it  ia  the  oltject  of  my 
motion  now  to  supply. 

The  Preetdent  raoomnwDds  that  hencefor- 
ward tite  whole  revenues  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  ooBeeted  exdn^dy  in  gold  and  ^ver. 
A  proposition  of  so  marked  a  character,  ema- 
nating fhnn  a  source  of  such  high  authority, 
could  not  &il  to  excite  deep  anxiety  in  the  pub- 
lic mind ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  all  uncer- 
tainty in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  so  vital  a  subject,  should  be  promptiy 
settiod  one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  action  of 
the  Iwislative  department.  It  is  my  misfortune 
to  differ  with  the  Fresideiit  in  his  ^ws  of  the 
expediency <tf  this  proportion.  lamfldlyomH 
vinoed  that,  in  the  actual  condition  of  oar  dr- 
eulating  medinm,  and  in  what  is  likely  for  years 
to  come  to  be  its  condition,  the  operation  oi 
such  a  measure  would  be  distressing  to  the 
community,  injurious  to  every  branch  of  indus- 
try and  enterprise,  and,  above  all,  would  post- 
pone indefinitely  that  return  to  specie  payments 
by  the  banks,  which  is  the  great  object  of  the 
public  solicitude,  and  ought  to  be  the  end  and 
aim  of  our  deliberations  here.  Yiewiog  th,e 
question  in  this  light,  I  desired  it  should  be  met 
with  prom^titode,  oonaiderod  with  candor,  and 
dedded  with  wisdom. 

Since  I  gave  notice  yesterdiy  of  my  motion, 
two  gentlemen,  the  Senator  from  Sontii  Oaio- 
lina,  (Mr.  Calhoux,)  and  the  Senator  from  10^ 
soon,  (Mr.  Bbhtoit,)  have  submitted  propom- 
ti<His  intended  to  carry  ont  the  Prendmit's  re- 
commendation, differiog  smnewhat  in  detail, 
but  both  founded  en  the  iMrindple  of  i^eotanc 
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bank  p^r  altogether  in  the  operations  of  the 
GoTemment,  even  thoogh  immediatelj  convert- 
ible into  specie,  and  issued  by  banks  of  nnques- 
tionable  solidl^.  Both  contemplate,  as  does 
tberecommendaUoQ  oftbePresident,athorongh 
revolution  in  the  policy  and  practice  of  the 
Government.  From  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment it  hu  been  the  praolioe  of  the  Treasniy 
Department  to  treat  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks  as  eqnivalemt  to  ^ecie ;  and  the  joii^ 
resohititm  <»  1816  upresuv  placed  bank  notes 
oonvertlble  into  q>ecie  on  the  same  footing  with 
specie,  in  the  fiscal  transactionB  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  true  tliat,  nnder  the  constmotioa 
given  to  that  act  by  the  law  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  late  I^esident  of  the  United  States 
caused  an  order  to  be  issaed  requiring  payments 
for  public  lands  to  be  made  in  gold  and  silver 
alone,  still  leaving  the  other  branch  of  the  rev- 
enue (the  customs)  to  be  collected  as  heretofore, 
in  the  notes  of,  or  checks  on,  specie-paying 
banks.  That  order  was  onderstood  at  the  time 
to  be  isBiied  fbr  objects  pnr^  a  temporary 
nature,  and  at  such  it  may  have  been  a  salutary 
measure.  But  its  continuance  as  a  part  of  the 
permanent  policy  the  Government  was  al- 
most unanimously  repudiated  by  the  voioe  of 
the  representatives  <h  the  people  and  <tf  the 
States. 

You  well  remember,  Hr.  President,  that  the 
discussions  to  which  this  snbjeot  gave  rise,  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  Congress,  terminated  in 
the  passage  of  a  bill,  b^  overwhelming  major- 
ities of  both  Houses,  distinctly  reaffirming  the 
principle  of  the  point  resolution  of  1816,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  reoeivability  of  the  notes  of  ^>ecie- 
paylng  buiks,  and  containing  also  the  signifi- 
cant providon  that,  in  future,  no  discrimin^ion 
should  be  nude  between  the  different  branches 
of  the  revenue,  aa  to  the  medium  in  wl^  tihey 
were  to  be  piud.  This  bill  received  the  votes 
of  nine-tenths  the  members  of  tUs  House, 
and  near  three-fourths  of  the  other.  Still  it 
did  not  become  a  law.  The  circumstances 
under  whieh  It  was  arrested  in  the  ordinary 
and  regular  course,  and  which  alone  prevented 
it  from  bdng  now  the  law  of  the  land|  are  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  the  country.  I  will  not 
speak  of  them,  for  it  is  m^  sincere  wish  to  keep 
out  of  the  present  discnssion  every  thing  which 
may  awaken  unpleasant  feelings.  But  this  I 
will  say,  that  no  act  of  legislation  was  ever  the 
subject  of  a  more  watdiful  scrutiny,  in  the  va- 
rious stages  of  itd  progress  \  few,  if  any,  have 
ever  met  a  fuller  discussion,  or  a  more  delib- 
erate consideration ;  none,  within  my  experience, 
have  ever  received  a  more  nnanimous  and  em- 
phatic assent  of  the  bodies  by  which  it  was 
passed.  The  country,  too,  so  fiu-  as  I  hate  been 
able  to  learn,  (and  I  have  not  been  an  inatten- 
tive observer  of  the  evidence  of  public  senti- 
ment on  the  subject,)  has  re^nded  with  a 
general  voice  of  approbation  to  the  decision  of 
OongTMs,  and  wamly  and  cordially  sustained 
it.  It  is  that  measure,  thus  douUy  sanctioned, 
with  some  modtflcntions  suited  to  the  change 


of  circnmstanoes,  that  I  b^  leave  to  re-present 
as  a  ccHnpliance  with  the  ^1  of  the  President 
on  Congress  for  farther  legislation,  believing  it 
to  he  aajq>ted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion, 
as  well  as  useful  and  salutary  in  its  general 
operation  on  the  currency. 

The  principles'of  that  bill  were  these :  It  de- 
clared that  the  public  dues  should  be  collected 
in  spede,  or  in  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks, 
under  cert^  restrictions  m  regard  to  small 
notesj  which  were  intended  to  pnmiote  tiie  sup- 
pression (nltimately  but  gradually)  of  all  notes 
under  twenty  dollars;  and  it  further  provided, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  that,  in  future,  no  dis- 
crimination should  be  made  between  the  differ^ 
ent  branchee  of  the  revenue,  as  to  the  funds  in 
which  they  were  receivable.  These  principles 
are  incorporated  in  the  bill  I  now  ask  leave  to 
present,  and  in  the  very  language  in  which  they 
stood  in  the  bill  of  last  session.  The  modifica* 
tions  of  that  bill  which  I  have  made  with  refer- 
ence to  existing  circumstances  are  these :  In  con- 
templation of  the  contingency  (now  highly  pnib- 
able)  of  an  issue  ^  Treasury  notes,  I  have  in- 
troduced an  alt«native  clause,  dedaring  th^ 
in  addition  to  spede  and  the  notes  of  speoie- 
paying  banks,  the  pablic  dues  may  be  oolleoted 
"  in  any  other  medium  specially  aothorized  by 
law.'*  The  other  modification  has  relation  to 
the  great  desideratum  of  an  early  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  hanks,  and  consists 
in  a  proviso  that  "  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
now  fails,  or  may  hereafter  fail,  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  shall,  at  any  time,  be  received 
in  discharge  of  the  public  does,  unless  such 
bank  shall,  on  or  b^ore  a  given  day,  have  ftona 
fide  resumed  payment  in  specie."  The  object 
of  this  proviso  is  to  designate  a  fixed  period 
for  the  resumption  of  spede  payments  by  the 
banks,  which  m^  serve  as  a  raUybig  pdot  to 
them  all,  and  produce  that  concert  and  harmo- 
ny of  movement,  without  which  this  most'  de- 
sirable end  cannot  be  accomplished.  There 
will  be  no  diffionltyj  I  think,  from  the  data  al- 
ready in  our  possession,  or  easily  attainable,  in 
fixing  that  period  understandingly  and  Judi- 
ciously. The  mere  designation  a  day  by 
Congress  will,  itself  be  powerfully  operative  in 
effecting  the  result  we  aim  at.  You  doubtless 
recollect,  Mr.  President,  what  was  the  effect 
produced  by  a  similar  proceeding  in  1816-'17. 
By  the  Joint  resolution  of  April,  1816,  the  2(Hh 
of  February  following  was  fixed  as  the  day  for 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 
The  banks  themselves  determined,  in  a  fonnal 
convention  held  for  the  purpose,  not  to  resnme 
until  the  1st  dsy  of  July,  1817 ;  but  the  firm 
adherence  of  Congress  to  their  ori^nal  resolu- 
tion forced  the  danks  to  yield,  and  they  finally 
and  simultaneoualy  resumed  specie  payments 
on  the  20th  February,  1617,  the  day  indicated 
by  the  act  of  Congress.  I  have,  Mr.  Fre^dent, 
spoken  of  this  matter  in  reference  to  the  parti- 
cular circumstances  of  the  crisis,  and  what  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  pressing  and  paramount 
ol^flott&yhioh  the  attention  of  every  pirtriotio 
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l^Idator  ongbt  to  be  directed  at  the  present 
moment— »n  early  resamption  of  specie  pay- 
ments  by  the  banka.  But,  looking  at  it  in  a 
broader  and  more  general  point  of  view,  I  ask, 
lir,  upon  what  principle  of  republican  goTem- 
ment  is  it  that  the  Government  can  be  justified 
in  drawing  a  line  between  itself  and  the  people 
—in  saying  there  shall  be  one  carrency  for  the 
QoTemment  anct  its  offioen,  and  another  for 
the  great  body  of  the  commnnity — that  the  bet- 
ter currency  ^all  be  for  the  governors,  and  the 
baser  currency  for  the  goremed?  Sndi  I  have 
^own  must  be  the  effect  of  demanding  the  pub- 
lic dues  in  gold  and  dlTW  exclodTely,  vUle  the 
great  mass  of  the  oircnlatjtni  dull  comdst 
bank  p^ier.  Sir,  I  have  always  been  taught 
to  beUeve — ^my  honorable  ooHeagae  and  myself 
learned  it  fttmi  the  bill  of  rights  of  our  own 
State  as  soon  as  we  were  oapaUe  of  reading — 
that  a  common  interest  between  the  ^vemors 
and  the  governed  is  a  ftindameutal  principle  of 
free  institutions,  and  that  the  best  means  "  re- 
straining tiie  former  from  oppression  is  to  make 
them  feel  and  participate  in  the  burdens  of  the 
latter."  Let  the  Government  share  the  same 
fote  with  the  citizen,  and  yon  give  It  the  strong- 
est of  all  motives  to  watch  over  the  general  in- 
terests. On  the  other  hand,  place  it  in  a  po- 
sition different  from  that  of  Hie  great  body  of 
the  OMnrnunity,  especially  in  so  vital  a  matter 
as  that  of  ita  revonne  uid  peenniaiT  snpport, 
and  yon  make  It  at  once  callous  and  indirarent 
to  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  and  eren  ^ve 
it  an  interest  to  perpetuate  woee  sufferings. 
Ton  destroy  all  sym^hy  on  the  part  of.  the 
Government  with  the  people^  and  yon  alienate 
the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  people  ftom 
the  Government. 

What,  dr,  is  at  this  moment  the  ungracious 
attitude  in  which  the  Government  is  placed  tow- 
ards the  people  (  Its  ofl!cers  and  contraotors 
are  paid  m  gold  and  silver,  or  in  Treasury 
drafts  made  receivable  in  disohaise  of  public 
dnea^  and  therefore  nearly  equivuent  to  gold 
and  jdlrer,  while  the  community  at  large  are 
left  to  eondnet  their  bn^ess  as  they  may,  in 
an  irredeemable  pq>er  eurrenoy.  Does  not 
this  operate  as  a  Tirhial  increase  of  the  salaries 
of  public  officers,  in  the  midst  of  general  dis- 
tress affecting  all  the  rest  of  the  oommimity  ? 
The  gold  and  silver  wUch  they  reoeive  is  at  a 
premium  of  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.,  and  the 
Treasury  drafts  at  seven  or  ei^t  per  cent.,  above 
the  actual  and  common  currency  of  the  country. 
This  premium  is,  I  repeat,  an  addition  of  so 
much  to  the  amount  of  their  salaries ;  for,  in  a 
practical  sense,  there  has  as  yet  been  no  depre- 
oiaUon  in  the  valne  vX.  corrent  bank  notes. 
The^  pass  for  as  mnch  In  the  ordinary  bueinees 
of  hfe— in  the  payment  tX.  debts,  in  tlie  nnr- 
ohase  of  necessaries  and  conveniences,  of  wnat- 
ever  is  worn,  drank,  or  eaten — as  they  ever  did. 
The  premium,  then,  which  the  public  officers 
and  contractors  obtain  on  their  gold  and  silver, 
and  Treasury  drafts.  Is  so  mnch  clear  gdn  to 
than.  And  at  whose  cipwiBe  fa  U  aoqntredl 
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Is  it  not  at  that  of  the  great  body  <tf  the  pec^la, 
the  ultimate  taxpayers  and  supportere  of  tlra 
Govemmmt.  Does  any  one  suppose  that  the 
importing  merchant,  who  has  to  give  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  for  the  gold  and  rilver,  and 
seven  or  eight  per  cent,  for  the  Treasary  drafts, 
with  which  he  pays  his  duties  to  the  Govern- 
ment, does  not  add  an  equal  amount,  with  the 
usual  profit  upon  it,  to  the  price  of  his  goods  ? 
It  is,  then,  the  consumer  at  last,  or,  in  otber 
words,  the  great  body  of  the  people,  who  are 
subject  to  increased  taxation  for  the  benefit  of 
the  office-holder  and  t^e  contractor. 

ffir,  this  is  a  state  of  things  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  peipetoated.  It  is  oontmy  to  the 

Clns  and  ftindaroental  principles  of  onr  repnb* 
n  system.  Of  all  sefaemes  of  policy  I  can 
conceive,  that  which  proposes  a  pmnanent  dis- ' 
tinction  between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple in  their  pecuniary  interests — one  currency, 
and  that  the  better  one,  for  the  Govemmenl^ 
and  another,  and  inferior  currency,  for  the  peo* 
pie — such  a  system  of  dlBcrimination  is,  to  my 
mind,  of  all  others,  the  most  injurious  and  re- 
volting in  principle,  the  most  hetulIeaB  in  char- 
acter, and  the  most  despotic  in  its  tendendea. 
It  is  like  quartering  the  Government,  as  a 
foreign  enony,  on  the  heart  of  tiie  country. 
Yonmtrenoh  Itbehindafrowningfortification, 
BDrround  it  with  battlements,  and  lay  the  conn- 
try,  far  and  near,  nnder  oontribanon  for  the 
support  of  this  gamsoa  of  offioe-hcdders.  Des- 
olation and  oppression  are  without,  while  the 
tenants  of  the  citadel  are  revelling  in  luxury 
and  profusion  within.  I  am  not  willing,  for 
one,  to  see  the  Government  of  my  countoy 
placed  in  this  antisocial,  if  not  belligerent,  at- 
titude towards  the  people.  I  am  not  wiUing 
that  this  favored  land,  to  which  the  notions  of 
the  earth  are  looking  for  a  snccessfhl  example 
of  the  practical  enjoyment  of  free  institntiona, 
should  exhibit  such  a  spectacle  of  inequality 
and  oppression  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Hnch  reliance,  Mr.  President,  has  been  plac- 
ed on  the  popular  catch-word  of  divordng  the 
Government  from  all  ocmneetloD  with  banks. 
Nothing  is  more  deluaiTe  and  treaeheroas  than 
oatch-words.  How  often  has  the  revered  name 
of  liberty  been  Invoked,  in  every  qnarter  of  the 
globe,  and  every  age  of  the  woirla,  to  disguise 
and  sanctify  the  most  hewtless  despotism.  Let 
ns  beware  that,  in  attempting  to  divorce  the 
Government  from  all  connftotion  with  banks,  we 
do  not  end  with  divorcing  the  Government 
from  the  people.  As  long  as  the  people  shall 
be  satisfied  in  their  transactions  with  each 
other,  with  a  sound  convertible  paper  medium, 
with  a  dae  nnmortitm  of  the  precious  metals 
forming  tiie  Dans  of  tiiat  medium,  and  mingled 
in  the  current  of  oiroolatlon,  why  shoold  the 
Government  refect  altogether  tjds  cnrrenoy  of 
the  people,  in  the  operations  of  the  pnbUo 
Treasury  %  If  this  currency  be  good  enough  for 
the  masters,  it  ooght  to  be  so  for  the  servants. 
If  the  Government  stornly  njeot^  for  its  ases, 
the  genmd  medium  of  souhange  adored 
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the  commanitj,  is  It  sot  thereby  isolated  from 
the  geoenil  wants  and  bnsiQefls  of  the  country, 
in  rdation  to  thia  great  concern  of  the  oorren- 
cyl  Do  yon  not  give  it  a  separate,  if  not  hoe- 
tUe,  interest,  and  tlina,  in  effect,  prodace  a  di- 
vorce between  Goreriunmt  and  people? — a 
resolt,  of  all  others,  to  be  most  depreo^ed  in  a 
repnblicaa  system. 

We  have  been  told,  Mr.  Prerident,  of  the  em- 
barraBsmenta  and  inconvenienoes  to  which  the 
Government  is  ezpowd}  by  receiving  its  rev- 
ennei  in  ai^thing  but  gold  and  dlTer^  in  snch 
an  event  as  has  now  overtaken  the  oonntry  and 
Involved  itin  general  dlitren.  For  one,  dr.  I 
cannot  reepond  to  this  i^peal.  I  do  not  desire 
to  aee  the  Qovemment  placed  in  a  podtion 
that  wonld  exempt  it  fram  embarrassment  when 
the  people  are  embarrassed.  Woold  it  give  any 
satifflactioa  to  a  patriotic  mind,  in  the  present 
calamitons  condititm  of  the  country,  to  see 
treasores  d  gold  and  silver  pouring  into  the 
ooffen  of  the  Government,  while  the  people  are 
anffering  all  the  evils  of  an  irredeemable  and 
depreciating  paper  oorrenoy?  For  myself  I 
am  free  to  s^,  that  neither  as  a  dtizen  nor  as  a 
representative,  having  it  in  my  power,  if  I 
wonld,  to  pardotpate^  in  lome  de^ee,  in  these 
peculiar  advantages  of  the  GovenuneuL  could 
■Dch  a  state  of  thluM  minister  the  dij^test 

Satafieatiui  to  me.  ao,  sir,  mj  heart  disowns 
e  thought  So  far  from  it,  the  contrast 
would  be  but  a  new  feature  added  to  the  mor* 
tiding  and  distreseed  condition  of  the  country, 
and  casting  reproach  upon  our  institutions, 
which  admitted  sooh  an  unnatural  and  anti-re- 
pnblioan  inequality.  If  any  thing  could  make 
your  Government  a  callous  and  inufferent  spec- 
tator of  the  sufferings  of  the  peo|de,  reftidng  a 
helping  hand  to  t£eir  relief^  and  "mocking 
when  their  fear  oometh  on,"  it  wonld  be  to 
place  it  in  a  podtion  like  this.  No,  air;  when- 
ever the  people  snflbr  embarrassment,  embar- 
rassment shoidd  be  lidt  by  the  Government, 
tiiat  it  nay  be  sdmidated,  thnnigh  ezpwteuoe 
of  the  o<nnmon  snferioft  to  do  all  it  oan  to  pre- 
vent or  relieve  that  snoring.  I  am  for  hold- 
ing the  Govemmait  in  all  tmngs  to  a  common 
fate  with  the  people,  so  that  whatever  touches 
the  one  shall  be  immediately  felt  by  the  other. 
Let  the  condition  of  the  Gk»vemment  answer  to 
the  condition  of  the  people,  so  that  the  conduct 
and  policy  of  the  one  may,  with  equal  fidelity, 
reflect  the  interests  and  sentiments  of  the  otiier. 

This,  sir,  is  the  prinoiple  which  has  always 
guided  my  views  in  r^aitt  to  the  great  qneetion 
of  the  currency.  No  one  dedres  a  sound  re- 
form {tf  the  onrencvmOTe  than  I  do;  but! 
wish  to  improve  It  m  the  benefit  of  the  peq^ 
as  well  as  of  the  Govamnoit.  I  desire  to  see 
a  large  infbdon  <tf  the  preoions  metals  into  tiie 
general  oircnlation  and  business  of  the  country, 
and  not  a  monopoly  of  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment niis  great  obfeot  oan  be  eflfooted  only 
by  the  suppresdon  of  bank  notes  of  t^e  lower 
demomlnaacMia,  and  noi  hj  demancUng  gold  and 
diver  alone  in  payment  of  dues  to  tlw  Govwn- 
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ment  Let  all  notes  nnder  twraity  dollars  be 
gradudly  suppressed,  and  yon  win  have  an 
abundance  of  gold  and  diver  in  common  circu- 
lation, passing  from  hand  to  hand  in  the  oora- 
mon  business  of  sodety.  That  will  be  a  saln- 
tary  and  beneficent  reform,  enuring  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  great  body  of  the  people  as  well 
as  of  the  Government ;  and  when  it  shall  have 
been  accomplished,  when  gold  and  slTver  shall 
thus  have  become  the  common  currency  of  the 
country,  you  may,  without  hardship  or  is^T» 
tioe,  demand  payment  of  the  public  dnei  In  the 
predoos  inetala.  But  this  most  dedrahle  resolt 
—the  general  drculation  of  gold  and  diver  in 
the  cwnmon  business  of  lim— never  can  he 
effected  (as  I  think  I  have  fully  diown  ou  an- 
other occadon)  without  a  previous  suppresdim 
of  bank  notes  of  the  lower  denominations.  In 
every  scheme  of  reforming  the  currency,  which 
looks  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  as  well  as  of 
the  GoTemment,  this  is  the  great  point  to  be 
aimed  at  It  was  the  leading  object  of  the 
measure  I  brought  forward  dunng  the  last  ses- 
don  of  Gongress,  and  which  then  received  the 
dmost  nnanimous  sanction  of  this  House,  and 
the  assent  of  a  large  maiority  of.  the  other, 
though,  fiom  oaasea  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded,  it  fdled  to  beeome  a  law.  The  same 
measure,  in  all  its  essential  prindpleiL  I  now 
again  submit  for  the  consideration  of  tne  Sen- 
ate. 

The  President,  sir,  in  his  Ifesssge,  tells  us 
that  the  requisition  of  gold  and  silver  in  pay- 
ment of  the  pnblic  dues  wonld  have  "  a  direct 
tendency  to  prodace  a  wide  circulation  of  the 
precious  inetals,  to  increase  ^e  safety  of  bank 
paper,  and  to  improve  the  general  currency." 
I  desire  to  treat  the  opinions  of  the  Preddent 
with  all  possible  respect — a  respect  felt  alike 
for  the  mdividud  end  the  magistrate;  but 
unless  I  have  wholly  misocmoeived  the  elemen- 
tal prindples  whidi  belong  to  this  subjeot,  as 
WW  as  thdr  obvious  pracocal  iqieration,  it  Is 
imposdble  to  sostaln  any  one  of  these  podtions. 
How,  sir,  can  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in 
gold  and  diver  tend  "  to  widen  the  circulation 
of  the  predous  metda  t "  It  is  a  well-lmown 
and  invariable  law  of  currency,  that  bank  notes 
and  coins  of  the  same  denomination  cannot  dr- 
oulate  togeUier.  It  is  in  vdn,  then,  to  attempt 
to  widen  the  drculation  of  gold  and  diver  by 
any  other  means  than  by  tne  suppression  of 
iMUik  notes  of  the  lower  denominations.  But, 
not  now  to  dwell  on  this  view  of  the  subject, 
(which  I  have  fully  developed  and  enforced 
elsewhere,)  I  mdntdn  that  the  collection  of 
pnl^  revenue  in  gold  and  diver,  while  the 
common  currency  m  the  ooimtnr  onidstB  of 
bank  papar,  instead  of  widening  the  eircalatitm 
of  those  metals,  would  have  the  effect  of  taking 
them  out  of  general  drculation  altogether.  In 
the  remarks  I  have  already  made,  I  tlunk  It 
has  becm  satiB&ctorily  shown  that  the  necessary 
effect  of  this  policy  would  be  to  cause  gold  and 
silvw  to  bear  a  premium.  Bearing  a  premlom, 
they  would  not  droulate  as  corrou^  at  all,  but 
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Tonld  bo  at  onoe  converted  into  sa  arti<de  of 
nuroban^ee.  The  pablio  debtw  would  buy 
thm  of  the  broker  to  pa^  his  dues  to  the 
OoTemment ;  and  wbea  paid  out  to  tl)e  public 
creditor,  be  would  go  and  eell  Aem  ag^n  to 
the  broker.  Instead  of  entering  into  oironla- 
titHi,  all  Of  them  that  were  seen  would  be  re- 
stricted to  ilm  narrow  round  of  trsffio,  while 
the  great  mass  of  them  would  be  withdrawn 
from  public  view  as  well  as  use. 

Then,  sir,  as  to  the  tendency  of  this  policy  to 
"  increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper  " — would 
you  increase  the  siUfety  of  bank  paper  by  ab- 
rtraoUng  the  fund  for  its  redemption  f  Tet 
■udi  would  be  the  pl^  operation  m  this  policy. 
The  Secretary  of  toe  Tnasmj  has  refened  to 
the  condition  of  the  l^ieasury  in  1884^  as  afford- 
ing a  general  average  to  illnstrate  the  operation 
of  the  new  financial  system  he  proposes.  In 
looking  at  the  Treasury  statements  for  that 
year,  f  find  that  the  average  amomit  of  public 
moneys  on  deposit  In  the  dty  of  New  York, 
during  that  year,  was  aboat  five  millions,  while 
the  wnole  amount  of  specie  in  the  banks  of  the 
city  was  about  two  millions.  Taking  this  as  a 
fur  average  for  that  city,  what  would  be  the 
influence  of  this  new  policy  of  collecting  the 
public  dnes  in  gold  and  silver,  on  the  safety  of 
bank  paper  there  t  "Where  would  yon  get  the 
five  imllwns  ot  q>ecie  to  meet  tma  demand 
for  tlte  pul^  TeTrane  I  It  is  evident  the 
banks  wotdd  be  dr^ed  by  it  of  th«r  stock  of 
the  preoDua  metals,  and  the  community  would 
thus  be  deprived  of  &e  security  on  which  they 
relied  for  the  soundness  of  the  bank  paper  held 
by  them.  The  "  improvement  of  the  general 
oorrenoy,"  then,  which  the  Preddent  anticipates 
as  ihe  result  of  the  policy  he  propMes,  would, 
unless  the  principles  heretofore  received  as  in- 
contestable truths  on  the  subject  of  the  curren- 
cy be  utter  fallacies,  amount  to  this,  that  the 
precious  metals  would  no  longer  form  apart  of  the 
general  circulation ;  that  they  would  cease  to 
be  currency,  and  become  mere  articles  of  mer- 
chandise, to  be  obtdned  onfy  at  a  promium, 
and  that  the  ^lecne  bans,  on  which  the  sonud- 
aeas  and  safetr  of  bank  pf^)«  BO  mainly  depend, 
vonld  hencannward,  to  a  great  extent,  be 
withdrawn  and  monopolized  by  the  Govem- 
menL 

The  measure  which  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
sideration of  ^e  Senide^  and  which  received 
the  almost  nnanimous  sanction  of  both  Houses 
of  Con^ss  at  the  last  session,  is  the  resnlt  of 
these  views.  Permit  me,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  inquire  what  would  be  its  practical  effects 
on  the  general  condition  of  the  currency,  if  the 
policy  it  holds  out  should  be  carried  into  f^Il 
effect  by  the  co-operaUon  of  the  States  and  the 
Qeceral  Government,  as  I  think  it  would  be  if 
Boatained  here.  It  contemplates  the  gradual 
rappression,  after  given  periods,  of  wl  bank 
notes  under  ten  and  twenty  dollars  lespectively. 
Snppodng  this  last  limit  attained,  how  would 
currency  of  the  country  then  stand  under 
Ua  operatiotti  According  to  a  calooIatiMi  I 


submitted  last  winter,  fonnded  on  authentle 
data,  it  would  in  that  case  be  constituted  nearly 
as  the  currency  of  England  is,  that  is,  nearly 
one-half  of  ^e  precious  metala,  and  the  residue 
of  convertiUe  paper.  Would  not  such  a  con- 
stitution of  the  currency  as  this  accommodate  all 
the  wants  of  the  community?  What  are  the 
real  wants  of  the  country  in  regard  to  curren- 
cy 1  To  have  a  sound,  staple,  and  convenient 
medium  of  circulation,  for  ordinary  and  local 
purposes ;  aud  for  occasional  and  more  extend- 
ed use,  a  medium  which,  in  addition  to  these 
fundamental  properties,  shall  be  substantially 
of  uniform  valae  tbronghont  the  whole  country. 
Now,  for  the  first  desraiption  of  uses  thera 
could  be  DO  better  currency  than  the  policy  oi 
this  bill  would  give  m.  Thsm  would  be  an 
abundance  of  gem  $nA  rilver  in  ciroidati<Hi  for 
the  great  mass  of  or^nary  and  daily  transac- 
tions, while,  for  large  payments  and  remittui- 
ces,  we  should  eqjoy  the  conveiuences  of  a 
sound,  convertible  paper  medium.  In  regard 
to  those  distant  uses  which  call  for  a  medium 
of  general  and  uniform  credit,  the  occasions  of 
them  are  either  travelling  or  remittances.  But 
for  travelling,  there  could  be  no  medium  of 
more  uniform  and  general  credit  than  the  gold 
coins,  which,  in  the  case  supposed,  could  always 
be  had  witiiout  difficulty,  while  they  wonld  at 
the  same  time  be  perfectly  portable  and  con- 
venient As  to  distant  remittances,  they  an 
ha^j  ever  made  in  mwey  ct  any  sort,  but  are 
effected  throndi  drafta  and  bills  of  exchange ; 
and  when  the  local  currendes  within  tbdr  r&> 
spective  spheres  shall  be  raised  to  par  with  spe- 
cie, the  r^B  of  exchange,  with  the  advantages 
of  BO  portable  a  currency  as  gold  to  adjust  bal- 
ances oetween  the  States,  womd  be  next  to  noth- 
ing— certainly  as  cheap  as  it  has  ever  been 
under  the  r^ime  of  a  national  bank. 

Among  the  most  important  advantages  of 
sudi  a  constitution  of  the  currrency  as  is  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  are  the  substantial  secu- 
rities it  would  afford  against  the  peculiar  dan- 
gers and  evilfl  of  the  banking  system.  Those 
evils  are,  a  tendency  to  over-issaes  of  pwer, 
flnctoaticaiB  in  the  quantity  of  currency  and  in 
the  value  <tf  proper^  as  effboted  by  them,  and 
the  liabiUty  to  a  saspettsion  of  specie  payments. 
The  Buppression  of  the  smalLnotes  would  ope- 
rate, in  two  ways,  to  check  over-issues.  In 
brinring  a  Isj^er  qnantily  of  gcdd  and  silver  in- 
to circulation,  it  would,  of  course,  diminish  in 
the  same  proportion  the  issues  of  paper  to  form 
a  part  of  the  circulation.  The  number  of  is- 
suers, too,  would  be  diminished ;  for,  the  small 
note  circulation  being  a  considerable  source  of 
profit,  its  suppression  wonld  take  away  one 
efficient  motive  to  the  multiplication  of  banks. 
Then  as  to  flnetoationa  la  tbe  amount  of  the 
currency,  and  the  often  ruinous  flnetoatioDa 
that  ensue  in  the  value  of  proper^,  this  evil  h 
greatly  increased  by  the  fact  that,  in  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  currency  in  this  country,  when- 
ever an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  creates  a 
drain  on  Hie  banks  for  q«<»e,  having  ao  means 


Digitized  by 


872 


ABBIDGHSNT  OF  THB 


SBUTE.X 

of  recruiting  their  supply  but  &om  .abroad,  for 
every  dollar  of  specie  tiiat  is  drawn  from  them, 
they  are  forced  to  draw  in  their  own  circula- 
tion to  three  or  four  times  the  amount  But 
when  the  domestic  channels  are  filled  with  gold 
and  silver,  as  they  would  be  if  the  small  notes 
were  suppressed,  the  banks,  being  always  able 
to  replace  whatever  ^>eole  is  drawn  from  them, 
\>j  a  foreign  drain,  with  an  equal  quantity  ob- 
tained in  the  country,  their  circulation  remuns 
comparatively  steady.  The  same  circumstaace, 
enabling  the  banks  to  meet  any  budden  run  up- 
on them  by  a  prompt  relnftRmment  of  their  re- 
Bonroes,  obvialea  the  d.aiiger  of  a  snspeumon  of 
ipede  payments,  and  rieoaers  soch  a  contingen- 
cy next  to  impossible.  If  all  hank  notes  onder 
twenty  dollars  had  been  suppressed,  who,  for 
eiamplCj  could  suppose  that,  filled  as  the  chaa- 
nela  of  cironlation  would  in  that  case  have  been 
witii  gcdd  and  ^ver,  and  the  quantity  of  bank 
paper  comparativdy  small,  the  banks  of  this 
t^untiT  would,  in  the  late  pressure,  have  been 
compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments  f 

The  system  of  policy,  then,  proposed  by  this 
bill,  ifcarriedintofnIlezecudon,would  secure  to 
the  country  a  sonnd,  stable,  convenient,  and  sub- 
stantially unifOTm  currency — consisUng  nearly 
one-half  of  coin  ibr  the  duly  and  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  1  ife,  and  the  residue  of  sonnd  convertible 
p^>er,  for  large  operations  and  ocnnmBrdal  pur- 
poses. 'Without  depriving  the  oommnnity  of 
any  of  the  advantages  of  t£e  banking  system,  it 
would  obviate  the  danger  and  core  the  ems 
incident  to  that  system.  But  ^e  Senator  from 
South  OaroliQS,  Qii.  Oalhoun,)  while  aoknovl- 
edging  the  high  importance  of  the  reform  con- 
templated by  the  bill,  objects  that  the  means 

£ reposed  for  its  acoompliumient  are  ineffitnent 
I  tnat  ^tleman  be  ri^t  in  supposing  that 
the  credit  of  bank  p«>er  is  owing  to  its  receiv- 
ability  in  payment  of  the  publio  dues,  which, 
he  says,  operates  as  a  general  endorsation  of  it 
by  the  Govenunent,  then  mrely  the  meanspro- 
posed  by  the  InU  are  not  inefficient  what 
more  powerftd  inducements  could  be  addressed 
to  tiie  banks  to  wmform  tlidr  issnes  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bUl,  than  the  annunciation  tnat 
if  they  did  not  do  so,  the  Grovemment  would 
withhold  from  them  that  which,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolma, 
alone  gives  credit  to  their  paper  t  But,  with- 
out agreeing  with  the  Senator  from  Soutii  Gar* 
olina  in  the  extent  to  which  he  carries  his 
views  of  the  credit  of  bank  paper  being  solely 
derived  from  its  recetvabihty  by  the  Govern- 
ment, I  still  believe  that  the  sanctions  of  this 
bill,  though  I  have  never  supposed  them  soffi- 
taeai  <tf  ^emselves  to  fully  aoomnplish  the  ob- 
ject, would  exert  a  veir  condderable  infiuenee 
ontheoondact  of  the  oanks.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  means  proposed  by  this  bill 
are  the  very  means  employedTby  the  Joint  res- 
olnticm  of  1816,  to  bring  the  banks  twck  to  spe- 
cie payments  on  that  occaaoi^  and  which,  not- 
withstanding the  previously  declared  determi- 
nation of  the  banks  to  the  oontraiy,  did  bring 
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them  back  to  specie  pAyments  on  the  daj  fixed  * 
by  that  resolotion.  Tlie  same  means,  too,  were 
employed  with  success  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1816,  to  indace  the  banks  to  re* 
ceive  Treasui?  notes  (which  had  sustained  a 
considerable  depreciation)  at  par,  thoo^  they 
had  before  refused  to  receive  them  either  in 
payment  or  on  deposit 

One  of  the  most  alarming  and  portentous 
aspects  of  this  sub-Treasury  scheme  stilt  re- 
mains to  be  considered.  To  my  view  it  has  a 
squmtiuA  an  "awful  sqnlnUng,''  towards  a  Treas- 
ury bant— a  buik  nnoer  the  sovereirai  and  ex- 
dnrive  control  of  Executive  agents,  it  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
uiy  that  the  contemplated  fiscal  agencies  are  to 
ftimish  **  a  pqwr  moctiom  "  for  the  community, 
by  "  issuing  oortificates  and  drafts  payable  in 
specie  to  bearer  or  order,  and  made  receivaUe 
for  all  publio  dues."  After  descanting  on  the 
advanti^ces  of  "  this  kind  of  paper,"  he  si^ : 
"  If  the  demand  for  such  paper  increased,  pub- 
lio and  private  convenience  might  be  promoted, 
and  an  equal  anantity  of  specie,  at  the  same 
time,  preserved  in  the  country,  by  reserving 
for  this  purpose,  from  any  accumulation  in  the 
Treasury,  a  sufficient  sum,  and  placing  it  at  a 
few  important  and  ocmveniuit  points,  to  render 
a  greater  number  of  oertificotea  redeemable 
there  wilih  the  very  coiii  whose  representative 
they  are  intfflided  and  honestly  ought  to  be." 
These  views  of  the  Secretary  are  referred  to, 
and  impliedly  sanctioned,  by  the  President  in 
his  HessagflL  Now,  sir,  is  not  this  apparatus, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  Grovemment  bank  i 
The  fundamental  idea  of  a  bank  is  an  institu- 
tion which  "issnes  and  circulates  a  paper  cred- 
it, founded  on  a  deposit  of  coin  or  other  prop- 
erty, which  paper  credit  is  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  money  t  "  This  project  fulfils  every 
feature  of  t^e  definition.  The  officers  of  the 
Government  are  to  issue  a  paper  credit  in  the 
form  of  certificates  and  drafts  founded  on  a  de- 
posit  of  specie  in  tiie  T^?easury  and  sub-Treas- 
uries, which  paper  credit  is  to  answer  the  par- 
poses  of  money,  or  a  general  "  circulating  me- 
ainm."  It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that 
this  scheme  is  the  precise  embodying  of  the 
outline  given  by  General  Hamilton  in  1791,  of 
what  he  describes  and  avows  to  be  a  bank— a 
Government  bank.  Such,  I  believe,  is  the  ten- 
dency and  virtual  operation  of  the  sub-Treas- 
ury scheme. 

I  ask  gentlemen,  then,  if  they  are  willing  to 
oivanize  a  great  moneyed  machine  like  this, 
and  put  it,  for  all  future  time,  in  the  hands  of  tbo 
Executive ;  if  they  are  willing  in  the  form  of 
a  fiscal  agency,  to  create  a  Treasury  bank,  with 
its  ramifications  penetrating  every  part  of  the 
Union,  to  be  managed,  directed,  and  controlled 
exclusively  by  Executive  agmts  f  To  my  mind 
it  presents  a  fearful  conjunction — realizing  that 
umon  between  the  moneyed  and  political  pow- 
er of  the  country,  whicb  reflecting  men  nave 
hitherto  considered  the  most  fatal  of  all  devioea 
tothellbotieeoftliepet^eL  I  have  roTtdred 
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iba  saljeot  deeplT-  and  anzionsly,  and  I  can  see 
bat  two  poadbie  tsanes  to  the  acheme  proposed. 
It  vni  either  terminate  in  a  great  TnasaTy 
hank,  Booh  as  I  have  described,  affording  a 
&tal  accommodation  to  the  moneyed  eonoems 
the  cotintry  at  the  expense  of  its  liberUea,  'or 
otherwise  failhig  in  any  degree  to  retieve  the 
actnal  derangement  of  the  corrency — on  the 
oontrary,  abandoning  that  cnrrency  to  wild  dis- 
order and  confusion;  the  people,  finding  the 
inconveniences  of  sncU  a  state  of  things  no 
lon^r  tolerable,  will,  with  a  voice  extorted  by 
their  sufferings,  call  for  a  national  r^;a]ator  in 
tiie  shape  of  an  incorporated  national  bank  I 
Either  alternative  i^  to  my  mind,  fearful  and 
alanning;  Imt,  believing  one  or  the  other  to  be 
the  destined  resolt  erf  ue  scheme  proposed,  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  paose  and  con^aer  well 
the  ooDseqaences  of  their  decision. 

I  recur  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  question 
more  particularly  involved  in  the  bill  I  ask 
leave  to  introdoce.  I  think  I  liave  shown,  sir, 
that  the  exaction  of  the  pablic  dues  in  gold  and 
silver,  while  the  great  moss  of  the  circnlation 
shall  consist  of  bank  paper,  would  be  oppressive 
in  practice ;  that  it  is  auti-repoblican  in  princi- 
ple, as  drawing  an  Invidious  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  Government  and  people ;  and, 
espedally,  that,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  conntry,  it  would  indefinitely  retard,  if 
not  render  impoa8ibl&  that  reaamption  of  spwle 
payments  by  the  banks  which  is  tiie  great  and 
urgent  object  of  the  public  solicitnde.  In  cou- 
udering  the  proposiuona  which  the  occasion 
has  brought  forth,  I  have  been  strongly  re- 
minded of  the  words  of  a  great  man — ^  one 
bom  to  serve  and  infract  nuuokind.  Speaking 
of  the  province  uid  dnties  of  a  praotical  states- 
man, that  great  orade  of  political  wisdom  says : 
"  A  statesman  differs  from  a  professor  in  a  nnl- 
versity.  The  latter  has  only  the  general  view 
of  society ;  the  former  (the  statesman)  has  a 
naml>er  of  circumstances  to  combine  with  those 
neral  ideas,  and  to  take  into  consideration. 
rcumstancM  are  infinite,  and  infinitely  com- 
bined, vaiiable,  and  trannent;  and  be  who 
dares  not  take  them  into  conddftation  is  not 
erroneous,  but  mad  metaphysically  mad.  A 
statesman,  never  losmg  sight  of  principles,  is  to 
be  gidded  by  circumstances ;  and,  jud^ng  con- 
trary to  the  exigencies  of  the  moment,  may 
nda  his  conntry  forever."  I  ask,  nr,  is  this 
the  moment,  when  the  country  is  weak  and 
mffbring,  to  subject  it  to  the  action  of  so  vio- 
lent a  remedy  (if  remedy  it  can  he  called)  as 
that  involved  in  the  proposition  to  collect  the 
revenues  in  gold  and  silver  ?  Does  it  show  a 
wise  regard  to  circumstances,  at  such  a  mo- 
ment, when  that  credit  system,  under  which 
the  conntry  has  grown  up  to  power  and  great- 
ness, and  with  iniioh.  fi>r  the  present,  atleast, 
Its  most  vital  interests  are  idcradfied— at  a  mo- 
ment when  that  credit  ^stem,  thus  incorporat- 
ed witii  the  country,  has  already  sust^ed  one 
9i  the  severest  sIuMika  to  which  it  has  ever 
been  exposed  b  it  iriae  and  p^ldfln^  I  ngr,  to 
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introdncse  an  innovalion  in  the  fiscal  pdioy  of 
the  Government,  which  alma  a  &tal  blow  at 
that  BTsteu,  and  all  liie  wide-spread  and  diver* 
ufied  interests  connected  with  itf  The  effect 
of  this  innovation,  at  the  present  moment,  mast 
be^  as  I  have  already  shown,  to  fix  upon  the 
conntry,  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  thecnrse 
of  an  irredeemable  and  aepreciatiag  paper  cur- 
rency, or  otherwise  to  force,  violently  and  pre- 
matorely,  an  exclusive  metallic  drcnlotion,  by 
compelling  the  banks  at  once  to  wind  up  their  con- 
cerns. But  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
thus  compelling  the  banks  precipitately  to  wind 
np  thi^  aCUrst  They  have  vastly  more  debta 
due  to  them  flian  they  owe.  Compel  them, 
then,  to  wind  up,  and  yon  turn  them  Ioom^  w 
rather  drive  taem,  In  neoessary  edif-de&noe, 
upon  the  community.  Aoocffding  to  the  most 
recent  and  anthentio  statements  upon  the  sab- 
jeot,  the  af^regato  amount  of  debts  due  to  the 
banks  is  between  four  and  five  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Force  them  by  your  policy  to 
collect  this  vast  som  from  the  community,  and 
what  a  wide-spread  scene  of  desolation,  em- 
bracing every  class  of  tJiie  community,  must  en- 
sue I  The  banks  will  press  upon  the  importing 
merchant,  the  importing  merchant  upon  the 
retell  trader,  and  tne  latter  upon  his  customers 
— the  laliorer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  farmer. 
If  the  result  of  thla  desolatmg  process  should 
not  in  the  langnue  of  Bnrke,  "  the  rutn  of 
Uia  conntry  forever,"  it  woold  be,  at  least,  to 
inflict  upon  it,  causelessly  and  heedlessly,  a 
blow,  from  which  recovery  could  he  effected 
only  through  long  years  of  goffering  and  dis- 
tress. 

I  stend  here,  TXt.  President,  as  no  advocate 
of  the  banking  system.  I  have  been  the  oon- 
stant  enemy  of  its  abuses,  the  correction  (rf 
which,  by  salutary  and  prc^resenve  reforms,  I 
have  steadily  pursued,  witliout  uming,  how- 
ever, at  the  destruction  of  the  system  itsel£ 
which  the  country  has  chosen  to  adopt,  and 
under  which  it  has  hitherto  attuned  a  prosper- 
ity unparalleled  in  any  age  or  quarter  of  the 
world.  The  measure  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
^deration  of  the  Senate  is,  in  my  homble  judg- 
ment, one  of  the  most  effective  reform.  I  have 
no  interest  whatever  in  banks.  I  do  not  own, 
never  have  owned,  and  never  expeot  to  own  a 
(Angle  share  of  stock  in  any  bank,  nor  do  I  owe 
a  debt,  even  of  the  smallest  amount,  to  a  bank. 
I  mention  these  things,  not  because  I  conld 
soppose  that  other  gentlemen,  who  might  hap- 
pen to  be  differently  situated,  cool^  in  the 
slightest  degree,  be  influenced  by  considerar 
tions  of  this  sort  I  deem  too  highly  of  the  pa- 
triotism of  my  fellow-citizens  not  to  Iwlieve 
them  above  all  personal  considerations,  as  I  am 
sure  all  with  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  as- 
sociated on  this  floor  are,  in  pronomuung  on 
great  public  questions,  involving  the  interests 
of  the  conntry.  I  know,  however,  that  there 
are  nngeaeroas  minda,  which  impute  other 
pindiws  of  action  to  iraldio  men ;  and,  follow- 
ing the  example  of  the  Senator  flmn  Sooth 
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Oarolina,  -who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  state  wha^ 
from  the  nature  of  my  pursuits,  happeoa  to  he 
my  situation  in  this  respect.  Those  pursuits 
identify  me  by  interest,  as  my  feelings  and  tastes 
do  by  sympathy,  with  the  great  agricultural 
body  of  the  commnhity.  I  am  under  no  bias 
to  regard  the  interest  of  other  pnnuits  or  other 
olassea  of  the  community,  except  as  I  beliere 
that,  under  onr  hmpj  instl^ntifnia,  all  poraiuta 
and  all  classes  ore  tdended  iii  one  common  in- 
tereet,  and  most  prosper  or  decline  tt^ther. 
It  is  in  this  spirit,  looking  to  the  whole  country 
and  all  its  interests,  that  we  shall,  I  trost,  dis- 
charge onr  duties  here.  The  ocoasloa  rises  far 
above  the  narrow  and  fleeting  interests  of  party, 
and  demands  the  best  exertions  of  all  for  the 
,eountry.  The  measure  which  I  hare  ventured 
to  offer  is  one  on  which  I  have  supposed  all 
parties  mieht  unite,  as  all  parties  have  hereto- 
fore nnited.  Its  effect.  I  persuade  myself^  will 
bs  both  to  revive  cohfidenoe  and  to  fomidi  se- 
oarlty;  and,  with  the  language  of  enooorage- 
ment  and  the  pledges  of  a  wise  and  stable  poli- 
07,  proceeding  from  the  national  councils  here, 
we  shall  soon  see  our  yoathfol  and  vigorous 
oonntry  risinK  frtuu  faer  momentary  prostiation, 
and,  .^tsuMike,  gathering  strength  from  her 
fiilt. 

When  Mr.  Rivxs  concluded,  he  introdnced 
his  bill ;  which  was  read,  and  orda«d  to  a  seo- 
wdreo^Ung. 


Wkdnibdat,  September  20. 

2%«  €lreat  Fhv  m  Jfew  Torh, 

Mr.  WmoHT,  from  the  Committee  on  finance, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uie  sufferers  by 
the  great  conflagration  of  1886  In  the  ci^  of 
New  York ;  whtdi  recetved  its  first  reading, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

[This  bin  provides  for  allowing  a  remisenon 
of  all  duties  already  paid  or  remaining  due,  on 
all  unbroken  and  enure  packages  of  goods  and 
merchandise  oonsnmed  in  the  fire  of  New  Toi^ ; 
and  it  provides  for  a  proportionate  remisdon  on 
paoka^  which  had  been  opened  before  the  fire, 
Commisdoners  are  to  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  tiie  collectors  and  other  officers  in  New  York 
oity,  whose'  duty  it  will  be  to  asoertun  the 
amount  of  duties  paid  on  packages  destroyed 
by  the  fire,  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
snflferers,  the  amount  of  goods  destroyed,  dec. 
They  ore  to  meet  in  New  York,  and  take  testi- 
mony on  oath  reqieeting  these  particulars.  No 
claim  to  be  entertained  which  shall  not  be  pre- 
sented to  the  commissioners  within  four  months 
of  tlie  opening  of  their  commissions.  The  com- 
missioners, on  the  completion  of  their  investi- 
gation, shul  make  out  their  statement  and  send 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  from  time  to  time  to  receive  and  ex- 
amine the  statements  of  olidma  presented  and 
admitted  by  the  commissioners,  and  which  shall 
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be  Bohjected  to  his  approval  or  disapproval. 
When  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have 
made  known  his  determmation  upon  the  claims 
presented,  then  the  commissioners  shall  make 
ont  certificates  of  remission  according  to  the 
amount  remitted  to  the  several  merchants  and 
cliumants,  and  these  certificate^  signed  by  the 
commissioners,  shall  be  received  by  the  collec- 
tors and  others  aa  money  in  payment  of  duties, 
&c.i  to  the  ftm  amount  of  taa  sums  remitted. 
It  is-  provided,  however,  that  every  individual 
receiving  such  certifioabes  to  pass  in  payment 
of  bonds  and  dues,  &&,  shall  give  security  in 
bond  and  penalty  to  pay  double  tiie  amount  of 
money  remitted,  with  interest,  if  it  should  ever 
appear  that  the  goods  on  which  the  remission 
ia  made  were  not  in  truth  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  commissioners  are  authorized  to  employ 
a  clerk,  whose  salary,  not  exceeding  |2,000, 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasury.] 

Tha  bUl  imponng  additiraol  dntieB  on  puUlo 
officers,  as  d«)ontarieB  for  receiving  tiie  pnUid 
money,  waa  Uien  taken  up  in  Committee  of  th« 
Whole. 

Mr.  Oalhottn  rose,  and  moved  the  amend- 
ment of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  Uond^ 
he  should  offer  to  this  bill ;  which  having  been 
stated  to  the  Senate,  it  was,  at  the  Instance  of 
Mr.  WBiQfiT,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  OALHoim, 
modified  to  read  as  follows,  the  pass^es  en- 
closed in  []  being  those  added  by  Hr.  W. 

**  Sea  —  ATtd  b«  it  further  enacted.  That  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Januanr,  eighteen  hundred 
and  tUrty-eight,  three-fourths  of  the  unount  due  to 
the  GoTeromont  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  notes 
of  spode-pi^Qg  banks ;  and  that  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  dghteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-half  may  be  so  received ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  Janoaiy,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,  one-foorth ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  alt  sums 
due  for  dnues,  sales  of  publio  lands,  or  other  debts 
to  the  GoremacDt,  [and  all  payments  to  the  General 
Post  Office  D^wrtment,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and 
rilver  coin  only,]  or  in  such  not^  bills,  or  papoa 
issued  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  as 
may  be  diiected  to  be  recdved  by  law ;  [and  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Juiuary,  dghteen  hundred 
and  forty-one,  all  ofScers  or  agents  enxaged  bi  the 
Quddng  disbursements  for  the  United  Sttea  or  Oen- 
eral  Post  OiBce  Department,  shall  make  all  their 
Payments  In  gold  and  diver  only,  or  in  sndi  notss 
or  papers  as  Aall  be  authorized  by  law;  and  any 
reTenoe  or  disburring  officer  n^lecdng  so  to  d(^ 
shall  be  dismissed  from  his  office,  and  fyatit  all  com- 
pensation whidi  shall  then  be  due."] 

Kr.  NiLBs  then  rose  and  said :  He  considered 
the  SQbject,  viewed  la  all  its  bearings,  in  a  con- 
stitutiooal,  financial,  and  political  aspect,  as 
one  of  gr^t  importance,  not  Inferior,  perhaps, 
to  any  whioh,  for  many  years  at  least,  has  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  Congress.  It  was  one  to 
which  he  hod  given  sane  attention,  'and  on 
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whioh  he  had  reflected  mnoh ;  yet  he  should 
not  probably  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  any 
lemarks,  had  it  not  been  for  the  obserTfltitm 
<rf  his  diatingoished  fiiend  from  '^rglnia  (BCr. 
Knn»)  in  his  nteech  yesterday.  That  Senator, 
m  lapport  of  the  InO  whioh  he  had  introdnoed 
jbr  msignatiDg  the  pnWc  {ands,  which  was 
similar  in  its  proviaions  to  the  bill  that  passed 
both  Honses  of  Congress  last  sessioo,  and  whioh 
he  (Mr.  N.)  and  other  friends  of  the  admiuistra- 
tion  then  supported,  made  an  eloquent  appeal 
to  himself  and  others  to  come  out  at  this  time 
in  support  of  bis  present  bill,  or  show  good 
reasons  why  they  could  not  do  so. 

Ur,  K.  s^d  he  would  respond  to  the  call ; 
he  OMiId  not  support  the  goitleman's  bill,  but 
be  would  endeavur  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
oonld  not  He  last  session  gave  his  hearty  sap- 
port  to  the  Ull  referred  to,  whioh  paawd  with 
great  unanimitT.  He  did  so  beoanse  he  consid- 
ered that  bill  as  contaiqiug  no  new  prindi^e, 
and  only  carrying  oat  what  was  then  the  estab- 
lished policy  of  the  Government;  it  left  the 
funds  reoMvable  for  the  revenne  as  they  were 
placed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  but  con- 
tained some  provisions  intended  to  operate  as 
indnoements  upon  the  State  banks  to  discon- 
tinue the  issne  of  notes  of  the  lower  denomina- 
ticnis.  It  was  true  the  bill  superseded  Uie 
Treasuiy  circular ;  and  he  (Ur.  N.)  was  thexi 
disposed  to  do  that,  for  the  same  reasons  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ti^inia;  he  also  re- 
garded that  as  a  temporary  measure,  intended 
nir  a  particniar  amergenoy,  to  arrett  n  n>eciBl 
mlsohiet  But  be  ooold  not  apee  with  the 
Senator  in  the  opinion  that  tite  fidlnre  of  that 
act,  and  the  ooauBoanoe  of  thcTIYeasnry  order, 
was  one  of  the  cansea  which  bad  contributed  to 
the  pecuniary  ^Mreaa  of  the  country.  He  had, 
at  the  last  session,  supposed  that  the  exigency 
which  had  called  forth  the  order  had  passed  o^ 
but  had  since  become  satisfied  that  he  was  mis- 
taken. Snoh  had  been  the  oraidition  of  ^e 
finances  of  the  Oovemmeut,  and  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  country,  that  he  was  fUUy  per- 
suaded the  order  bad  exerted  a  most  salutary 
influence,  alike  fbvwaUe  to  the  Qovamment 
and  to  the  country. 

It  has  secured  the  rerenue  received  from  the 
pnUic  lands,  and  reinforced  the  Western  baula 
with  specie,  which  baa  enabled  them  to  snst^ 
themselves,  until  the  gener^  storm  came  upon 
tiiem,  as  it  swept  over  tbe  whole  country.  But 
had  it  not  bewt  for  the  operation  of  tlie  order, 
the  Western  banks  would  not  merely  have  sus- 
pended payment,  but  would  have  exploded 
months  before  they,  in  common  with  others, 
suspended  payments.  Another  good  effect  of. 
the  continuance  of  the  order  was,  that  it  had 
drawn  specie  from  tha  banks  all  over  the  coun- 
try, and  thrown  it  into  circulation  among  tbe 
people  in  the  Western  States,  where  he  under- 
stood more  q;>ecie  was  to  be  found  in  circula- 
tiffn  tban  in  any  other  section  <tf  the  tJnion. 
AaA  the  apeoie  which  had  been  recei'red  for 


[Snuxa. 

the  public  lands  had  been  an  important  resource 
to  the  Government  in  its  jnvsent  emergency. 

Hr.  N.  said  he  gave  his  support  to  the  cur- 
rency UU  beoMise  he  did  not  than  think  the 
time  bad  come  to  change  the  policy  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment in  respect  to  the  fhnds  in  whioh  the 
revenne  was  collected.  Among  the  reasons 
why  he  could  not  go  then  with  his  distinguished 
friend  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bkntom,)  who  so 
strenuoQsly  opposed  the  currency  bill,  was  the 
important  fact,  that  the  entire  financial  oonoerns 
of  the  Qovernment  were  then  conducted  throu|^h 
Ibe  agency  of  about  nine^  banks.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  in  vun  to  think  to  cluuge  our  cur- 
rency as  long  as  we  eraph^ed  tbe  agency  of 
ban^ ;  as  all  .public  moneys  deposited  in  them 
were  immediately  changed  to  buik  credita.  He 
then  believed  that,  as  a  {mllminary  step  to  the 
coUeoUim  oi  the  revenne  in  qnoie,  we  unut  ^s- 
pense  with  Uta  mmiy  of  banks. 

Sir,  &e  late  auninistntton  adopted  n  certain 
pdioy  in  regard  to  the  finaneea  at  the  G<mm- 
ment,  and  he  (Mr.  N.)  saw  no  occasion  to  change 
that  policy  at  the  last  session  of  Congress ;  and 
the  question  on  which  he  snd  the  Scuatw  from 
Yirgmia  differ,  is,  whether  the  great  ohangea 
which  hhve  sinoe  taken  place,  in  the  prostra- 
tion not  only  of  ^e  deposit  banks,  but  of  tbe 
entire  banking  system  of  the  country,  the 
serious  embarrassmenta  to  the  finances,  and  the 
general  derangement  of  the  monetary  afilurs  of 
the  nation,  require  a  change  in  that  policy  I 
Has  the  depoat  bank  scheme  iiuled  t  The  ^ea.- 
ator  from  Yi^nla  thinks  not;  be  regards  tbe 
present  deraogunent  as  the  reanlt  of  tempcvary 
oanses,  some  of  which  origfaiated  in  the  meas- 
nree  of  the  Goremment ;  he  thinks  that,  not- 
withstanding a  ffust  of  wiiod  may  have  capsized 
the  deposit  banu,  they  can  be  rij^ted,  refitted, 
and  agun  put  in  service.  Bnt  be  Qtr.  N.) 
tiioiqtht  the  banks  had  feiled  in  thor  dnties 
both  to  the  Government  and  to  the  public. 
They  had  proved  themselves  to  be  either  weldk 
or  fiUthless  wants,  and  perhaps  both.  They 
bad  Bospended  pa^nent ;  they  hod  been  guilty 
of  a  voluntary  act  of  bankruptcy,  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  and  immediately  following  a 
period  of  unusual  prosperity,  (or  what  was  so 
regarded,)  and  whoi  they  bad  in  tb^  vaults 
nearly  thirty  niilUau<^  the  pnMicfbndB.  This 
suspension  was  entirdy  different  from  that  of 
1814,  when  the  Gorernment  itself  had  been  t^ 
principal  cause  of  the  vast  and  dangerous  issnea 
of  tbe  banksL  by  which  they  were  broken  down. 

Whether  the  general  and  simultaneous  failure 
of  the  banks  was  voluntary  and  fraudulent  as 
supposed  by  some,  or  a  measure  of  necessity, 
arising  from  the  over-action  fund  imprudent 
mana^^ement  <tf  those  institutions,  was  not  very 
material ;  in  either  case  they  must  be  r^foi^ea 
as  unsafe  deporitories  of  the  public  revenues. 
They  might  answer  in  ordinary  times,  when  we 
had  a  clear  sky  and  smooth  sea;  when  tbe 
commerce  and  finances  ct  tbe  oonntry  were 
BtaUe  and  regular;  bat  iSu^  ooidd  not  be  de- 


Digitized  by 


t76 


ABRIOOMBKT  07  THB 


SiA-Treiuiiry  BUI 


ponded  upon  In  times  of  difflonlty.  And  in  the 
present  instance  thejr  had  Mted  and  vicdsled 
lik^  en^agemoitB  to  the  Govenunent  and  to 
the  paUic  without  any  apparait  oanse^  other 
Hun  th^r  own  nrismanagement  He  would 
not  charge  the  banks  oi  having  Tdnntarlly  been 
fiiithlese  asents ;  but  he  wonld  say  that  th^  had 
violated  weir  high  and  solemn  obtigationa  to 
the  Government  and  to  the  pnblio,  withont  any 
reasonable  efibrts — he  might  almost  say  without 
aoy  effort  at  all — ^to  save  their  own  credit  and 
that  of  the  commercial  commnnity.  When  the 
crisis  came,  mainly  brooght  on  by  their  own 
improdent  action,  how  did  they  meet  it?  Did 
they  breast  the  storm  with  the  hearts  and 
nwves  which  the  occasion  called  for  ?  Did 
Haej  make  any  reasonable  efforts  to  weather  it 
and  save  the  coontrr  from  the  calamities  whidi 
have  onrwhdmed  itt  Ear^  vwyiSBr  from  this. 
If  we  look  to  the  point  where  the  extended  Une 
of  banks  first  gave  way — the  city  of  New  York 
— w©  shall  disoorer  tlie  strongest  evidence  of 
oowaidioe  or  treachery.  What  stand  did  the 
banks  make  f  How  long  did  they  snstain  them- 
wlvea  agunst  a  mn  t  The  Bank  of  England,  in 
1825,  sastained  itself  against  a  nm  for  an  entire 
year,  and  when  a  general  paoio  prevailed, 
why,  sir,  a  frail  concern  having  first  ffiven 
way,  and  been  doeJced,  some  of  the  people,  as 
was  natnral,  became  alarmed:  bnt  there  was 
no  general  panic ;  a  crowd  gathered  roond  the 
banks;  they  were  not  depositors,  or  persons 
who  had  means  to  aoqoire  any  considerable  de- 
mands agahut  banks;  most  of  them  probabfy 
were  " boot-blacks,"  "chimney-sweeps,"  and 
"  wash-women,"  with  a  ringlc  bill  each  of  the 
lower  dencHuinatioo ;  or  perbaps  they  were 
of  that  dass  of  citizens  who  are  becoming  very 
notorious  of  late — ih^loco-foeot;  theofficersof 
the  banks  look  ont  at  their  windows  and  see 
this  formidable  array  of  persons,  all  armed  witii 
their  "promises  to  pay,"  abont  to  make  an 
assanlt  npon  the  banks.  What  is  to  be  done  ? 
Oan  we  make  a  stand  t  Oan  we  defend  onr- 
selves  agfUnst  this  formidable  enemy?  They 
did  not,  howeTOT}  hesitate  long,  bnt,  oondoding 
that  "  diaontion  was  the  better  part  of  valor," 
they  dstemUned  to  dint  th^  doors,  and  keep 
their  creditors  ont.  This  was  certamlj  a  con- 
venient mode  (rf  paying  debts.  At  Other  places 
the  shutting  np  of  the  banks  was  eqnally  snd- 
dan ;  and,  what  is  not  a  Uttle  remarkable,  and 
calcnlated  to  excite  a  snspidon  that  aomething 
was  wrong,  is  the  fad^  that  the  aoapei^m  at 
Kew  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  otherplaoea,  ocenrred 
a  few  days  after  that  at  New  York,  bnt  befbre 
there  ooold  have  been  any  oommanioation. 
These  faots  are  at  least  calcnlated  to  exdte  a 
snspicion  that  there  was  a  previous  understand- 
ing among  the  prindpal  banks  in  the  different 
dties  that  they  were  to  sospend  payment  abont 
the  tjme  the  explodm  took  place. 

Bat,  howerw  this  may  oe,  he  wonld  ask 
whether  any  one  can  believe  that  the  banks 
made  any  reasonable  effints  to  sustain  thdr 
own  credit  andthatof  the  ooontiy!  tha 


depont  banks,  some  of  which  pussessed  millions 
of  the  pnbUe  money,  which  dosad  their  doecs 
and  stopped  payment  nnder  soch  droomstanoaa, 
be  remrted  as  fttthftd  fiscal  a^tsf  Was  It 

not  the  dofy  of  Aeee  onporatiraa  to  have  at- 
tempted  to  Bn stain  their  credit,  and  to  have 
paid  out  one-qnart«r  or  one-half  of  their  cqteeie 
Wore  they  shut  their  doors  In  the  face  of  their 
creditors?  If  they  had  met  the  shock  reso- 
Intdy,  and  with  a  willingness  to  incur  a  sacri- 
fice, who  can  say  that  they  might  not  have  gooa 
safely  through  the  crisis? 
»  Whether,  tiierefore,  we  look  to  the  direct 
oliJect  of  the  deposit  bank  syston,  the  safe- 
keeping and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  or 
the  incidental  advantage  of  improving  the  cur- 
rency, it  was  (Ur.  N.  thonght)  not  to  be  di^ 
pnted  that  the  measure  had  t^ed.  The  cm- 
necttm  between  the  Treasury  and  the  Btate 
banks  is  at  an  end ;  it  has  Men  dlssdlTad  hf 
the  banks  themselves ;  and  the  onhr  qnestSon 
now  is  whether  it  shdl  be  renewed.  Hs^  fiv 
(me,  thoufdit  not 

Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  have  swd  all  I  propose  to 
say  in  regard  to  two  financial  sobemea,  and  it 
now  remains  for  me  to  take  some  notice  oi  the 
third,  which  the  bill  before  ns  is  intended  to 
introduce.  This  lost  is  characterized  as  a  novd 
and  untried  experiment,  altbongh  mudi  older 
than  either  of  tne  others.  It  is  the  system  on 
which  the  ancient  and  most  modem  nations 
have  conducted  their  finances;  it  is,  at  aoy 
rate,  as  andmt  as  1780,  as  old  as  the  constitu- 
tion which  we  have  all  sworn  to  snppcfft  and 
to  regard  as  Mm  rule  and  guide  of  onr  actions. 

Thu  plan  oonsiats  of  the  ranplt^ment  of  Fed- 
eral officers  to  execute  that  portion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  whieh  pertains  to  the  keeping 
and  disbursement  of  the  ravenne.  This  aeems 
to  be  the  natural  course,  and  is,  at  least,  recom- 
mended by  its  aimplidty  and  conformity  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution.  Oan  any  one 
bdleve,  on  perusing  that  instrument,  that  its 
framers  contemplated  the  i^enoy  <iS  banks, 
either  State  or  Federal,  in  the  keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  revenue?  Has  not  the  em- 
ployment of  banks  from  the  first  been  a  mani- 
fest departure  from  the  plain  and  obviooa  oonraa 
indicated  by  the  constitution,  and  may  not  this 
departure  be  Justiy  r^iarded  as  the  source  cf 
all  our  financial  embarrassments  and  ^fBcul- 
ties? 

But  is  the  proposed  system  praotic^le  ?  Ihis 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  important  qnesticm  con- 
nected witii  the  whole  subject  Is  there  any 
thing  in  the  constitotion  or  m  the  nature  of  the 
fiscal  duties  of  the  Government,  that  renders 
the  agency  of  banks  iq>propriate  and  necessary  ? 
If  that  part  of  the  Execative  power  which  re- 
lates to  the  finances  cannot  be  executed  exo^ 
by  bank  agracy,  then  a  system  of  banks  becomes 
an  essential  part  of  the  Government  itself^  and 
enters  into  its  very  elements.  It  becomes  a 
bank  Government,  and  cannot  exist  independ- 
ent of  banks  in  some  form.  And  'if  it  is  not 
maintained  that  banks  ara  abadotely  neoeaaaiT 
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as  fiscal  agenta,  to  innst  that  their  agency  is  the 
moet  smtable  and  appropriate  means  of  execat- 
ing  a  portion  of  the  Exeeative  power,  voald 
aeem  to  lead  to  the  same  conolnsion,  the  same 
ooaoootion  between  the  QoTenunent  and  banks. 
Bnt  those  who  inufess  to  be  opposed  to  a  Bank 
tii  the  United  States,  will  do  well  to  paoee  be* 
£m  tbey  ootne  to  euhw  of  the  above  oonohi- 
riona ;  fiw  if  the  opwatinu  of  the  QoTanuneDt 
ouinot  ho  oarriea  on  wUhont  Hie  agenojr  of 
hanks,  or  if  banks  are  tiie  mort  saitable  and 
^mropriate  means  for  ezeoadng  the  powers 
leutii^  to  the  reveooe,  does  it  not  follow  that 
w«  must  have  a  Federal  bank  ?  Js  it  not  ap- 
parent that  to  admit  that  bank  agency  ia  neoea- 
sary  in- the  managetaant  of  the  fbanoes,  is  the 
strongeet  possible  ai^nment  in  rapport  of  a 
agonal  bonk  I  8ir,  the  two  qaestiona  are 
identical ;  they  are  bat  one ;  for  to  say  that  a 
bank  ia  neoeaary  as  a  fiscal  agent,  is  to  say  that 
we  most  hare  a  national  bank.  This,  nr,  is  a 
Domplete  ind^ndoit  system  of  Ooveroment ; 
It  posMiseB  within  itscdf  all  the  neeewary  flmo- 
tions  of  a  Gorenment.  It  ia  in  no  pardonlar 
d^todeni  on  the  Statea,  so  ikr  as  its  own  action 
is  ooneamed ;  and  leaai  of  all  can  it  be  in  so 
inmortant  a  faneti(Hi  as  that  of  its  finanoee.  If 
it  haa  not  within  itself  the  power  to  manage  its 
finances,  thra  it  is  no  Government ;  it  is  de* 
praident  on  the  States  almost  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  old  confederation,  which  had  no  power 
OTer  a  reTonae  bnt  by  requisitions  upon  the 
States.  Has  this  GoTemment  any  control  over 
the  State  banks  ?  Has  it  any  right  to  command 
their  services !  And,  in  times  of  party  excite- 
ment, might  not  many  of  the  States  probibit 
^ir  banks  from  acting  as  agents  of  the  Gov- 
emmeDtl  What  seonrity  ean  Ham  be  in  a 
reliaaoe  on  State  inititnlionaf  Who  etmtrol 
the  banks  and  wliat  is  their  spiritt  Do  they 
not  present  tiw  embodied  elements  of  ariato> 
enoy,  and  have  they  not  nsnally  been  opposed 
to  UIA  Govemmrat,  when  a^inistered  by 
agents  possesBiog  the  oonfidenoe  of  the  |;reat 
body  of  the  people  ?  Sir,  there  is  no  avoiding 
tiie  ooQoIasioa,  that,  if  bank  ^ncy  ia  neces- 
sary, we  most  have  a  Federal  bank,  which  we 
ean  control  onrsdvea,  or,  at  least,  have  a  legal 
right  to  control.  But  no  snob  agency  is  neces- 
sary. The  pn^Kiaed  syatem  is  not  only  praetioa- 
Ue,  bat  natnral  and  simple,  and,  Mr.  N.  did  not 
he^tate  to  s^,  would  be  foond,  on  trial,  to  be 
as  eonveulent  as  the  State  bank  maddnery. 

In  the  adc^idon  ot  measnres  for  the  otdleo- 
tkHi,  sa&^t^h^,  anddiabnrseniait  of  the  rev- 
enna,  Googrets  can  take  into  oonsidmtioa  the 
^bot  wliioh  sodi  messares  may  have  on  tiie 
general  comaioy  of  the  ooontey.  This  is  all  we 
ean  do :  ve  cannot  directiy  interfwe  with  the 
ixoes  of  the  State  banks.  This  incidental  effect 
which  may  be  prodnoed  by  our  finaneial  meas- 
nresy  would  n^rally  seem  to  be  of  secondary, 
bat  now  appears  to  be  regarded  as  of  primary 
importance.  Indeed,  it  is  the  real  or  snpposed 
bearing  d  the  flnwcial  measnrea  of  this  Gov- 
emmeot  on  the  general  oarreney  of  the  ooantry 


that  attaches  to  them  so  deep  and  extensive  an 
interest. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  important  to  consider 
how  the  proposed  measare  will  affect  the  car- 
rency  or  the  paper  isenes  of  the  State  banks. 
He  thought  that  its  inflnence  would  be  very 
salotary,  and  that,  in  this  respect,  it  woold 
have  a  decided  prefiarMice  ov«-  eltiier  a  nsF 
tional  bank  the  State  deposit  banks.  Itmay, 
it  Is  tme,  in  some  degree  diminish  the  profits 
of  bankh^ ;  bat  the  present  system  of  papw 
money  cannot  be  improved  In  any  degree,  how- 
ever small,  without  the  redaction  of  the  proflto 
of  banking  enters  into  the  measure  of  reform. 

What  is  the  great  evil  of  our  paper  system 
of  carreocyf  It  is  its  instability,  its  irr^pilar 
action,  its  constant  tendency  to  tiie  moet  raiit* 
oas  expansions  and  contractions.  This  is  » 
point  abont  which  there  is  no  controversy*  bQ 
agree  in  it.  Will  the  proposed  measure,  then, 
tend  to  render  the  currency  more  stable  and 
less  flaotnating  f  If  so,  its  infiaence  must  be 
highly  salntary.  One  of  its  immediate  oonse- 
quences  will  be  to  create  and  keep  np  a  (tomwid 
for  specie  to  the  extent  of  the  revenue  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  Government  This  constant 
demand  for  specie  will  operate  as  a  oootinaed 
check  and  restnunt  upon  the  banks  in  the  com- 
mercial (nties ;  it  will  compel  them  to  be  more 
cautions  in  their  issues,  and  to  keep  themselves 
more  strongly  reinforced  with  specie.  Tlie 
more  cantious  action  of  the  city  banks  will  tend 
to  restrain  the  conntry  banks.  How  consider- 
able this  restraining  infiuence  npon  the  banks 
may  be,  it  was  impossible  to  say ;  but,  so  far 
88  it  exists,  it  would  be  salntary. 

It  seemed,  however,  to  be  feared  that  the 
proposed  measure  would  impose  too  great  a 
restriotioa  npon  the  banks;  that  it  would  (&• 
nddsh  their  ntiOitT  and  limit  thdr  (iterations 
too  mnoh.  But  this  was  not  to  be  feamd ;  the 
only  danger  was  the  ovcnction  and  the  Irreg^ 
nlar  action  of  the  banks ;  this  is  their  natonil 
tendency ;  it  results  from  the  principles  of  the 
system,  and  is  an  evil  which  cannot  be  removed 
without  a  change  of  its  prindples.  A  bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  had  already  said,  ia 
now  asked  for,  solely  on  the  ground  of  check- 
ing and  oontrolling  the  State  banks ;  bnt  when 
it  is  proposed  to  do  this  in  any  other  way,  that 
is  rc^^arded  as  an  insnperable  objection  to  the 
measure.  How  is  this !  Can  State  banks  only 
be  ngah^  by  Federal  backs,  or  is  it  a  mere 
IH-etext  that  a  national  bank  is  wanted  as  a 
legolator  of  the  State  institnttons? 

Bnt  this  constant  demand  for  qieole  in  tiie 
tranaaetioPB  ct  the  Government  will  promote 
the  goiend  dronlation  of  coin,  and  im^ove  the 
whole  ourreney;  it  will  render  onr  currency, 
in  some  reasonable  degree,  a  mixed  earreocy, 
instead  of  an  exdnsive  p^>er  one,  as  It  now  is. 

Bnt  there  will  be  othw  oonseqaenoes  afCeot- 
ing  the  oarrenoy,  eqnal,  and  perhaps  more  im- 
portant, than  tiiose  named.  The  proposed  sys- 
twL,  shoold  it  be  adopted,  will  occasion  a  oom- 
plete  and  entire  sepantioa  of  the  Government 
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from  all  Iwkks.  This  is  its  disliagiiiBbiii^  feat- 
nra,  and  bluest  reoommeadatioa.  This  sep- 
aration is  not  only  important  in  a  political  ptnot 
of  vier,  bat,  if  posnble,  eqnallj  bo  in  its  effect 
on  the  oarrenoy  and  the  interest  of  the  oonn^. 
Vhat  have  been  the  fmlts  of  this  oonnecUoo  1 
Sir,  there  is  hiffh  anthoritj  on  this  point,  which 
goes  to  show  uat  it  has  been  i^jnnons  both  to 
we  Govemment  and  the  banks.  Ur.  Biddle, 
the  President  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  iB  the 
greatest  financier  that  now  exists,  or  ever  did, 
or  ever  wiU  ezi^  has  expressed  this  opinion. 
At  the  OTsaiUzatioQ  of  the  Pennsylvania  BmIe 
«t  the  United  States,  in  1886,  he  ooDgratnlated 
the  Btookholders  on  the  proroeroua  condition 
of  their  interests,  the  aooomnladim  txt  a  large 
anrploB  fimd,  and  the  pnrohase  of  a  new  duv- 
tat,  and  boasted  of  tne  bank  bdng  "safer, 
Btronger,  and  more  proqwroos  than  it  ever 
was.'"  He  also  adds,  Uiat "  it  was  an  original 
misfbrtnne  la  like  aiinioture  of  the  bank  that 
it  was  in  anj  waj  connected  with  persons  in 
office.  The  instincts  of  all  politioal  power  mske 
that  association  dangerous — oseftu  to  neither 
partj — iojarions  to  both." 

Sir,  I  repeat  the  question,  what  have  been 
the  fruits  of  this  connection  of  bank  and  State  t 
Let  the  experience  of  the  ootmtry  answer  t  He 
need  not  go  back  to  the  last  war,  when,  in  the 
negotiation  of  loans  witii  banks  to  the  amonnt 
of  abont  fif^  miUiona^  at  least  fifteen  millions 
of  doUara  were  saorifioed  hj  the  Government, 
These  loans  ocmdsted  <tf  exchanging  the  credit 
<rf  the  United  Btatea,  which  was  wtiy  bettw 
than  that  of  any  banlc.  for  the  credit  of  the 
banks,  at  the  rate  of  eighty  and  eighty-five  dol- 
lars for  a  hundred.  This  occasioned  the  rq>id 
enlai^ment  of  bank  issues  daring  the  war,  and 
led  to  the  saBpension  of  the  banks  in  1814,  and 
to  a  long  triun  of  calamitons  conseqaenoes, 
under  which  the  ooontry  luuraished  for  five  or 
six  years.  He  had  already  allnded  to  these  ctr- 
oamstances. 

This  connection  has  greatly  inra^ased  the 
regular  action  of  the  banks,  and  stimulated  their 
eontraetions  and  expansions.  The  first  great 
Kod  sodden  enanaion  of  the  Bank  of  tiie  United 
Btatea,  in  1817,  was,  in  part,  oooadfmol  'bf  the 
GoTemment  redeeming  thirtem  milliona  of  Its 
atook,  tiien  held  by  the  bank,  as  part  of  its  cap- 
ital, which  obliged  it  to  loan  it  snddenly  to 
individuals.  The  public  deposits,  as  is  well 
known,  have  always  been  used  by  the  banks  as 
the  basis  of  disoonnts ;  and,  as  they  increase 
and  diminish  suddenly,  this  produces  a  corre- 
sponding enlargement  and  curtailment  of  th^ 
loans. 

In  consequence  of  this  onfortnnate  connee- 
tion,  as  Mr.  Biddle  calls  it,  every  measure  of 
the  Government,  of  a  mere  financial  oharaotw, 
having  no  direct  bearing  on  any  ecHameroIal 
interest,  has  fbr  years  ooMdoned  •  dlstorbanoe 
in  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  which, 
under  our  credit  systeni,  are  otherwise  snffi- 
dently  nnstabld.  Almost  from  the  foundation 


of  the  Goveniment,  this  has  been  one  contsnned 
source  of  damor  uid  onnplalut — of  a^^tatlos, 
of  fieroB  denmidations,  and  of  curses  lond  and 
deep  against  the  Government,  from  the  oom- 
mnrdal  portions  of  the  ooramunity.  Cause  or 
no  cause  for  these  oomplsints,  for  his  present 

finrpose,  was  of  littie  conBequeuce.  He  be- 
ieved  that,  in  general,  such  complaints  had 
been  without  any  just  fouadation ;  but  he 
wished  to  remove  tne  pretext  for  IJiem,  and 
efi'ectuaUy  to  remove  all  grounds  of  charging, 
upon  the  mere  financial  measures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  disturbance  of  the  currency,  and 
the  derangement  ai  the  bnslness  concerns  of 
the  coontiT. 

The  banks  have  become  an  dement  of  polit- 
ioal  power  and  tiie  baaia  of  a  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy. The  whole  system  is  one  resting  on 
mtmopoly  and  exdusive  privileges,  in  deroga" 
tion  m  the  equal  and  common  right  of  the  peo- 
ple. Experience  has  also  proved  tiiat  the  sys- 
tem is  foonded  on  unsound  principles,  and  its 
rapid  and  dangerous  extennon  in  the  last  few 
years,  and  the  serious  evils  attending  it,  faave 
produced  a  very  generd  conviction,  embradng, 
probably,  a  large  minority  of  the  people,  that 
the  system  cannot  long  be  endured  as  it  Is; 
that  it  must  either  be  reformed  or  abandoned. 
From  dear-boaght  experienoe,  this  had  become 
the  generd  sentiment^  But  this  reform  cannot 
be  effected  here ;  we  have  no  Jurisdiction  over 
the  subject ;  €9oDgreas  did  not  create  the  State 
banks,  and  it  cannot  nninake  them,  or  reform 
the  system.  This  bdonga  to  the  people  and 
the  States ;  let  as  leave  it  there ;  they  have  the 
power,  and  are  cmnnetent  to  tlie  task.  The 
accomplishment  of  this  Important  meaauro — 
one  wnich  at  this  time  excites  a  deeper  and 
more  nniversd  interest  than  has  ever  before 
existed  in  rdation  to  any  reform  in  oar  civil 
institutions — ^will  no  doubt  be  resisted,  vio- 
lently, desperatdy,  by  the  whole  combined 
moneyed  iufinuice  of  the  country.  Hie  issue 
is  already  made  up ;  it  is  a  great  issue ;  one 
which  will  be  likely  to  a^tate  the  public  mind 
for  twenty  years  to  come.  On  the  (me  side  is 
the  piqnilar  will,  tbe  mat  maaa  ot  the  people ; 
on  the  othtf  are  the  Danks  and  the  SKmeyed 
power.  OfL  Ae  one  dde  Hf  he  mij^t  use  the 
language  ot  the  iMoSaa  banker^s  olrcolar)  is 
tiie  anstocracy  -of  wedth :  on  the  other,  the 
democracy  of  numbers.  The  stm^le  will  be 
arduous,  and  probably  long,  but  the  result  can- 
not be  doubtM.  At  a  time  like  this,  and  under 
such  olrcumstances,  is  it  proper  for  this  Gov- 
ernment to  become  a  party  in  this  oontestt 
As  we  cannot  do  it  direotiy,  is  it  proper,  is  it 
right,  for  us  to  interfere  indirectly?  As  we 
cannot  asdst  in  carrying  out  this  great  reform, 
all  that  he  asked  wb&  that  this  Government 
shodd  stand  aside.  It  cannot  rightfully  be- 
come a  party  to  this  ocmtest  It  cannot  pro- 
mt^ tiiie  reform ;  but  it  ma^  retard  it  BhaU 
Oottgress  interpose  itself  between  the  people 
and  t^is  great  measorel  Shall  it  take  sides 
with  the  banks  agdnst  the  pet^t  Shall  this 
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Govemnient  become  the  endorser  and  the 
Wker  of  the  State  banks  ?  Shall  ve,  hj  our 
improper  connection  with  them,  encoorage 
them  to  look  to  us  to  sastain  themaelTea  against 
the  popular  yolce  ?  Shall  we  nnite  and  league 
them  together,  and  thas  add  to  their  power  by 
combination !  Sir,  let  this  QoTemment  stand 
aloof  from  thb  contest,  and  leave  the  banks  in 
the  luuids  of  the  States  and  people  from  whom 
they  derived  their  existence,  and  to  whom  they 
are  amenable  for  tbtAr  acts,  and  by  whose  will 
they  most  stand  or  All. 


TouBBDAT,  September  21. 

Sub-Treatury  BiU. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bni  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  pnblio  revennea,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment offered  thereto  by  Ur.  OAUiouir. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  sud :  Sir,  this  is  a  snb- 
jeot  of  great  Importanoe  to  the  Interests  of  the 
eonntiy,  and  one  that  has  caased  great  anxiety 

the  pnblio  mind.  It  is  therefore  highly  im- 
portant  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  laid 
clearly  and  fully  before  the  people,  that  tiiey 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  them- 
selves on  the  merits  of  the  propositions  made 
here,  both  in  favor  of,  and  against,  the  views  of 
the  Executive.  For  my  own  part,  it  is  snflB- 
cient  for  me  to  say  that,  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  I  came  to  this  body  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  co-operate  with  the  Execntive  GK>vemment 
in  any  measures  which  may  benefit  the  people, 
or  restore  the  national  prosperity ;  and  towuds 
the  individual  now  in  the  Executive  chur,  and 
the  other  officers  of  the  Government,  I  have 
none  other  than  the  kindest  feelings.  Bat  in 
relation  to  measures  proposed  for  the  benefit 
of  ^e  people,  I  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  exam- 
ine them  fully  and  f^ly,  withont  being  con- 
trolled by  those  trammels  which  have  been  too 
often  used  to  force  men  to  aot  contrary  to  their 
own  convictions.  'When  I  took  my  seat  In  this 
body,  it  was  with  a  fhll  determination  to  ex- 
amine carefully  for  myself  the  varioas  proposi- 
tions that  might  be  presented,  and  to  decide 
npon  them  according  to  their  merits.  Sir,  we 
were  called  on  to  tUd  the  Government,  because 
it  is  obstruoted  in  the  exercise  of  its  ordinary 

g>wers.  And  when  we  were  told  that  the 
ovemment  required  onr  aid,  that  it  was  em- 
barrassed fbr  Ihe  want  of  money,  and  t^iat  it 
was  necessaiy  fbr  Congress  to  grant  it  sanilies 
to  aid  in  the  coarse  of  its  ordinary  operancms, 
I  did  not  hesitate,  nor  did  I  even  examine  very 
closely  the  propositions  in  relation  to  the  means 
of  those  supplies ;  but,  knowing  that  they  came 
from  the  Cbmmittoe  on  finance,  founded  on 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
without  any  hesitation  I  voted  for  the  bill  an- 
thorizine  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  I  pre- 
ferred t£e  bill  as  It  was,  withont  striking  out 
the  provision  for  interest  on  the  notes,  f  was 
not  willing  to  restKt  to  a  temponrx  expedient 


snch  as  issuing  notes  witiiout  interest,  whioti, 
as  heretofore,  could  serve  only  to  delude  the 
people,  and  end  in  disappointment,  without  any 
praotioal  benefit. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  one  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instalment  of  the  depodts  with 
the  States.  It  may  not  be  strictly  in  wder  bnt 
aa  great  latitude  has  been  j^van  to  the  demt^ 
1 leave  here  to  give  my  reaaons  why  I  oonld 
not  vote  for  that  biU ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
in  my  mind,  was  this :  that  the  Government  oi 
the  United  States,  through  the  medium  of  an 
act  of  Oongress,  had  raised  expeetatirau  on  the 
part  of  the  States  which  it  ought  not  to  disap- 
point. The  States  had  prepared  to  receive  the 
money ;  they  accepted  the  propoution  of  the 
Government,  proceeded  to  le^late  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  many  of  the  States  appropriated  the 
whole  fund :  some  to  the  important  eaase  of 
edacalion ;  some  to  aid  in  tiieir  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement ;  some  in  one  way,  and  some 
in  another,  beneficial  to  the  people.  The  States 
relied  with  fall  confidence  on  toe  reo^pt  of  the 
money ;  they  had  a  right  w>  to  ruy ;  and, 
although  the  facts  may  not  strietly  amount  to 
a  legal  contract  between  the  parties,  it  is  cer- 
tainly so  nearly  allied  to  one,  that  It  would  be 
doing  the  greatest  injustice  to  ^e  States  and 
people  to  disiq>point  their  just  expectations,  by 
withholding  the  instalment 

A^n :  It  was  admitted  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Fin&oe  that,  if  the  instal- 
ment was  retained,  being  in  paper,  it  oonld  not 
be  made  available  in  aid  of  the  necessities  of 
the  Treasury,  as  the  Government  would  not  use 
paper,  and  we  would  still  have  to  authorize  an 
Issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  *  loon  of  at  least 
$10,000,000.  Why,  then,  withhold  it  from  the 
States,  who  are  willing  to  receive  it  in  the  Tery 
Amds  the  Oovermnent  rejects;  and  in  maor 
instances  oan  acoommodate  the  matter  wiu 
tiieir  own  deporit  banks,  beneficially  to  the 
Government,  the  banks,  and  the  States? 

But,  viewing  it  as  a  qneetdon  of  inoonvenienoe 
between  the  Government  and  the  States,  how 
stands  the  ease  f  It  would  certainly  be  nraoh 
less  inconvenient  to  the  Government  to  add  the 
amount  of  the  instidment  to  the  amount  of  the  loan 
she  is  compelled  to  make,  at  all  events,  than  it 
would  Iw  to  the  States  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
money  at  this  time.  These,  sir,  are  some  of  the 
reasons  that  indnoed  me  to  vote  against  that 
bia  I  thought  it  but  Jnatiee  to  my^  to  state 
them,  as  I  gave  a  rilent  vote  on  that  occasion. 

[Mr.  foottb  then  spoke  at  mwh  length  upon  the 
stite  of  the  country,  the  causes  irtifdi  produced  it, 
■ad  the  neoesrity  and  adtsatsge  of  a  national  baak ; 
and  then  continued  Us  speech  on  ttie  Un  before  the 

Senate,] 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Prerident,  to  speak  of  the 
bill  before  the  Senate,  known  here  as  the  di- 
vorce bill,  I  was  opposed,  as  I  have  told  yon, 
to  the  orifpnal  divorce;  I  was  still  more  <^ 
poaedtotMol^eotafToarttkuidKrfoe;  andfaad 
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I  been  here,  in  the  name  of  mj  coantry  I  wonid 
have  forbidden  the  bans.  Bnt  yon  married, 
and  I  now  find  the  groom,  and  nearly  all  the 
wedding  gnestSj  In  nvor  of  another  dirorce. 
Sir,  upon  prinoiplea  of  MHomon  law,  70a  are 
not  entitled  to  it ;  yon  winked  at— nay  more, 
yoa  aednced  yonr  bnde  from  the  path  of  virtoe ; 
•nd  yon  oaght  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  your  own  wrong.  Bnt,  sir,  I  am  ready 
to  confess  that  I  am  mnch  more  opposed  to  the 
oljjeot  of  yonr  third  union,  than  1  am  to  a  sep- 
aration from  the  darling  of  yonr  second  choice. 

Sir,  this  sub-Treasury  scheme  of  diTorclng 
the  Govemment  from  the  banks  and  people  is, 
in  my  mind,  the  most  alarming  proposition  that 
has  ever  been  presented  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. In  vain  did  onr  revolutionary  ures  shed 
tiieir  blood  in  the  contest  for  liberty ;  in  vain 
^d  the  sages  and  patriots-  of  thiU;  eventfitt 
^toeh  otmtend  for  the  glorioas  privil^es  which 
▼e  eq](7, 1(  at  thia  day  of  the  republ^  we  are 
to  mrrender  np  to  the  ExeentlTe,  and  to  his 
Immediate  advisers,  the  liberties  of  tiiis  great 
people.  Sir,  when  the  patriot  daily  sees  the 
immense  powers  claimed  fbr,  and  exercised  by, 
the  Executive,  has  he  not  jnst  cause  for  alarm? 
The  veto  power  is  his ;  tne  army  is  his ;  the 
navy  is  his ;  the  appointing  and  removing  pow- 
er of  all  the  inferior  officers  of  Government  is 
his ;  the  sword  is  his ;  and  he  now  asks  for  the 
pnrse.  Shall  we  give  it  to  him  f  Shall  we  sur- 
render up  the  treasures  of  the  nation — the  hard 
earnings  of  the  people — into  his  hands,  as  la 
propoMd  by  this  bill  I  Never,  Mr.  President, 
wita  my  consent — never,  never.  I  speak  not 
with  reference  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
I  am  discnssiog  this  matter  upon  principle.  Sir, 
I  have  reas(m  for  alarm,  when  I  see  Uie  other 
powers  <tf  the  Oovemment  snirendered  np, 
one  at  a  time,  either  before  or  after  the  exercise 
of  the  veto,  to  the  will  of  one  man.  How  can 
I  forbear  to  look  with  jealousy  and  alarm  at  a 
power  so  inordinate  in  its  desires,  and  so  engulf- 
ing in  its  effects  ?  lliis  bill,  sir,  snrrenders  up 
the  remnant  of  power  which  we  had  still  left 
with  ns.  I  object  to  it  because  of  the  vast  in- 
crease of  Executive  power  and  patronage  It 
confers,  first,  by  giving  up  the  sole  control  of 
the  revenues  of  the  nation ;  and,  seccmdly,  by 
the  vast  increase  of  officers  it  authorizes.  In 
addition  to  the  land  and  cnstom-honse  oSoea 
now  in  eziatenee,  it  will  be  neoeasary  to  estab- 
lish a  great  many  more  as  anb-treasnriea ;  add 
to  these  fbe  twuve  thoniand  post  offieee,  all 

which  are  to  be  little  treasuries,  and,  sir, 
then  come  the  visitors  and  examiners  of  these 
offices — as  the  bill  requires  an  examination 
once,  at  least,  each  yeu< — and  you  have  an 
army  of  officers  traversing  every  part  of  the 
country  at  the  bid  of  the  Execntive,  pud  from 
the  public  moneys  by  the  President,  and  bound, 
npon  pun  of  dismimal  from  office,  to  obey  the 
Ijcecotive  or  party  fiat.  Sir,  I  am  unwilling,  by 
any  vote  of  mine,  to  contribute  to  this  result. 
Bnt^  sir,  will  the  public  money  be  safe?  This 
is  a  qnesUon  d  gnat  Imptaianoe.  Experience 
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tells  us  that  it  will  not ;  and,  my  word  for  it, 
when  it  shall  have  been  tried  to  the  satisfaction 
of  those  who  are  now  pressing  it  upon  us,  the 
defiidcations  will  be  found  a  much  more  formid- 
able item  in  the  unavailable  funds  than  what 
api^ears  against  the  national  bank.  But,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  you  g^ve  up  the  bonus  paid  by' 
the  United  States  Bank.  Yon  give  np  tiie  ad- 
vuitagea  resulting  to  the  oount^  from  a  well- 
regulated  currenoy  and  a  wholesome  state  of 
the  exchanges,  and  yon  pay  not  less  than  $100.- 
000,  annually,  to  carry  on  the  "  expedient," 
without  one  countervailing  benefit 

Sir,  there  is  another  objection  to  this  measure 
more  fbnnidable,  in  my  mind,  tiian  any  of  those 
I  have  attempted  to  urge.  Tou  propose  to 
separate  yonr  fortnnes  flrom  tiie  destinies  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people ;  to  make  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  I  have  always  noderstood  to 
be  a  Government  of  the  people,  an  alien  to 
their  interest ;  yon  propose  to  e^ve  tiw  Qorenn 
ntent  and  Ita  officers  gold  and  idlver,  and  leave 
the  people  to  straggle  on  with  snch  a  ourrencry 
as  the  States  may  Atmish.  Sir,  I  know  this 
people  love  the  Government;  I  am  not  nnap*. 

{)rised  of  their  deep-rooted  devotion  to  the 
nstituttons  under  which  they  live.   Have  they 
not  on  all  occasions,  in  times  of  peril,  when  the 
existence  of  the  nation  was  threatened  by  a 
hostile  foe,  rallied  to  the  standard  of  their 
country,  and  laid  down  thdr  lives  a  voluntary 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  liberty  1   And  shall 
they  then  be  told,  in  times  of  difficulty  and 
embarrassment,  that  this  Government  wiU  take 
care  of  itself— that  it  has  no  power  to  assist 
the  people— that  it  will  provide  fbr  its  own 
officers  the  preoiona  metau,  although  the  con- 
sequence may  be  min  to  the  people?  Sir, 
let  those  who  are  pres^g  this  matter  npon 
them  not  presume  too  far.  It  ia  not  jour 
parchment  roU,  c^ed  a  oraatitntion,  that  h<jda 
this  people  tt^ther ;  it  is  a  sapposed  commn- 
nity  of  interest :  and  whenever  yon  diall  satisfy 
them  that  the  Government  of  their  choice  has 
no  common  interest  with  the  people,  the  gov- 
erned, that  moment  they  will  lose  all  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution,  and  either  dissolve 
themselves  from  a  Government  uf  requisitions 
and  burdens,  and  not  of  benefits,  or  they  will 
seek  redress  in  a  chan^  of  rulers.   Sir,  I  am 
no  prophet ;  yet,  jndimg  from  the  voice  yvn 
have  heard  from  tne  west,  and  the  respfmstve 
echoes  from  the  East,  if  yon  carry  these  meas- 
ures, in  the  course  of  my  senatorial  term  of  six 
years  you  will  see  these  tables  turned,  and  a 
confident  majority  reduced  to  a  harmless  minor- 
ity hero ;  and  in  tliat  event — mark  my  words 
to-day — you  will  hear  a  voice  long  and  loud  , 
coming  from  that  minority  crying  for  another 
divorce  from  the  evils  of  this  measure.   I  hope 
in  this  I  may  be  mistaken ;  but  such  are  my 
opinions  of  the  evil  consequences  which  must 
result  from  this  measure,  that  I  hazard  the 
opinion. 

But,  sir,  as  the  representative  in  part  of  one 
of  the  Weetem  States  I  protest  against  this 
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measure  as  being  of  the  most  noxious  charfloter 
to  onr  interest.  Does  not  every  Western  man 
see  that  its  praotioal  effect  must  he  to  drain  all 
ooT  specie  from  os,  throuf^  the  land  offices  and 
post  offices,  and  expend  it  here  and  on  the  East- 
em  waters  in  the  creation  of  a  navy,  break- 
wsvters,  ligbt-housea,  fortifications,  &o.  ?  Since 
yon  have  abandiwea  the  doetrinw  of  Intwiul 
imiffovement,  we  have  no  oljeota  for  nathmal 
expenditarsL  enept,  to  be  anr^  the  Oomberiand 
road;  and  uie  ezpraditore  on  that  is  a  dr<^  in 
the  bnclcet  when  compared  with  the  amonnt  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  from  the  people  of 
the  State.  Again :  I  object  to  this  bOl  as  oeing 
wholly  illusory,  and  presenting  a  false  issue  to 
the  people.  It  is  not  a  question  now,  whether 
the  people  will  have  specie  or  t^^ir 
common  bnainess  transactions.  Tnis  Ctovem- 
ment  has  no  power  over  the  State  banks ;  they 
are  the  creatures  of  the  LegialatoreB  of  the 
different  States;  and  whether  this  bill  passes 
or  not,  the  people  of  the  States  will  have  a 
pqier  onrmuj :  and  Hie  troe  mieation  for  them 
to  decide  is,  whether  they  prefer  a  local  p^»er 
esdiuively,  or  wheOier  may  would  |nrafer  a 
national  paper  of  nniversal  circulation,  con- 
trolling the  State  issues  within  wholesome 
bounds  and  convertible  into  specie  at  the  will 
oi  the  holder. 

Sir,  let  us  exanune  for  a  moment  the  conse- 
quences that  must  necessarily  result  from  any 
measure,  at  this  time,  reducing  theproperty  ta 
this  nation  to  a  metallic  value.  Would  it  not 
at  once  amount,  in  effect,  to  a  confiscation  of 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  property  in  the  coun- 
try ?  Would  it  not  increase,  as  two  to  one,  the 
debts  of  the  people!  And  how,  let  me  a^,  do 
gentlemen  suppose  the  debtors— either  mer- 
chants, banks,  or  people— «an  pay  their  debts, 
if  spede  shodld  be  reqniredt  Property  most 
come  to  the  hammer  the  auctioneer ;  and 
the  sacriflce  would  create  ruin,  wide-spread 
ruin.  Sir,  I  would  rather  see  a  fweign  army 
in  your  country,  than  to  see  the  property  of 
every  debtor  brought  to  the  hammer  on  a  specie 
demand.  The  desolation  woold  be  far  less.  In- 
nocent and  unoffending  bmilies,  who  are  in 
supposed  afflaence  to-day,  would  be  beggars 
to-morrow ;  thrown  upon  the  cold  charity  of 
on  unfriendly  world.  Sir,  I  cannot  see  it.  I 
would  avert  it  if  I  could.  But,  if  gentlemen 
will  £0  on,  let  them  take  iha  responsibility. 
The  Senafaor  from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr.  Oal- 
Bomr)  told  yon  that  tiw  diBeaae  was  debt,  and 
he  knew  of  no  core  but  to  pay  it  Tliis  m^ 
be  true ;  bat  does  nofr  that  Senator  know  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  tell  men  to  pay  their  debts,  if 
you  take  from  them  the  ability  and  means  of 
pa;TD6ntl  If  you  render  the  property  with 
which  they  might  pay  volaelesa,  how  do  you 
expect  them  to  pay?  Do  gentlemen  suppose 
that  there  is  ^cie  enough  In  this  nation  to 
pay  the  one-fourth  of  the  debts,  independently 
of  answering  the  ordinary  medium  of  circula- 
tioat  If  they  do,  I  can  only  say  tliat  tlM^ 
have  sorely  not  examined  the  nljeot. 


[Snun; 

Mr.  StbJlNOB,  oi  North  Oarolina,  rose  and 
sud: 

Mr.  Preddent :  That  our  country  is  now  in 
a  most  extraordinary  and  interesting  crisis 
seems  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands;  and  the 
public  mind  is  greatly  distracted  as  to  the  causes 
of  this  criris,  its  nature,  and  the  course  it  be- 
boovee  Otmness  to  pusoe  nndw  it.  In  this 
state  of  tbin^  every  man  to  whom  a  high 
trust  is  oommitted  in  relation  to  these  saltfects, 
and  especially  each  member  of  this  body,  ought 
openly  and  firankly  to  offer  his  views  and  on- 
ions oonoeming  uiem.  By  pnbUe  opiniooa  all 
the  measures  adopted  by  Congress  must  ulti- 
mately be  tested ;  and,  that  pnblio  opinion  may 
have  Cur  play,  and  our  constituents  an  oppor- 
tnnity  of  judgiiig  of  the  fidelity  of  their  repre- 
sentataves  on  eve^  measure  so  important  as 
the  one  under  consideration,  the  reasons  whicli 
have  determined  them  should  accompany  t^eit 
votes.  It  is  this  consideration  that  impels  me 
to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  on  the  pres- 
ent ocoarion ;  finr  I  know  Ml  well  that  I  ml^^ 
as  well  address  the  marble  idllars  which  sor- 
roond  as,  as  this  hmoraUe  body  with  any 
reasonable  hope  of  biingliw  oonvietlon  to  a 
sii^Ie  mind.  Bnt  I  am  sohcitous  that  pnblio 
opinion  should  be  sound  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent;  and  while 
I  bring  my  own  opinicms  in  review  before  my 
constituents,  I  shall  make  an  effort,  feeble 
though  it  may  be,  to  furnish  them  with  the 
reasons  on  wMch  they  are  foonded. 

[Mr.  Strange  then  took  a  brief  view  of  tiie  causes 
and  nature  of  the  present  bank  nqwndoia ;  and 

oontinued:] 

I  have  now  adverted  to  the  causes  and  nifaire 
of  the  present  crisis,  matters  in  themselves  of 
little  oonseqnenoe,  and  i^togethvt  inadequate 
to  the  time  they  have  consumed,  except  so  £iir 
as  they  may  assist  as  in  the  determination  of 
the  third  question,  namely,  what  it  behooves 
us  to  do  in  the  present  exigency.  The  evils 
we  have  seen  are  twofold :  first,  to  the  United 
States  Qovemment  as  a  body  politic,  affecting 
its  vital  principle,  the  very  current  of  its  exist- 
ence, its  fiscal  Bonndneas ;  secondly,  to  the  in- 
dividuals, or  some  of  them,  composing  the 
nation,  in  blasting  their  present  pecuniary 
prosperity  and  their  hopes  for  the  future. 
These  it  behooves  ns  to  consider  with  a  doe 
sense  of  onr  reqKmdbilities^  and,  if  in  onr 
power,  to  provide  for  tiwm  a  rraoe^.  And 
here  permit  me  to  remark  that  the  mddut 
has  been  most  myustly  aooused  of  having 
recommended  nothing  adequate  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  of  having  indicfUed  no  relief  for  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  people.  Will  no  relief  be  found, 
I  ask,  in  the  emisuon  of  $10,000,000  in  Treas- 
ury notes  to  be  thrown  into  circulation?  If 
the  wants  of  a  sound  ciroulating  medium  be 
part  oi  the  distress,  will  it  not  be  thus  supplied 
to  the  amount  I  have  mentioned  f  And  will  it 
not  he  fartiier  beneflcial  in  inAuing  more  vigw 
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into  the  whole  mass  of  the  oinndatiiiff-niediiuD, 
in  inoreaiing  the  prcHXtttion  of  nDOepreoiatea 
currency  to  that  whlon  is  already  depreciated  ? 
Is  dm«  no  relief  in  extending  for  four,  six,  and 
nine  montha,  the  credits  apon  the  dntj  bonds  t 
b  there  no  relief  in  giving  to  the  depodt  banks 
additional  time  for  settling  the  bUanoes  they 
owe?  Let  not  gentlemen  say,  becaase  the  re- 
lief does  not  tally  wiA  their  own  unreasonable 
expectation,  that  therefore  no  relief  at  all  has 
be«i  extended.  Great  relief  has,  in  my  humble 
Judgment,  been  afforded,  and  all  that  I  think 
icoold  in  reason  have  been  asked.  But  our  first 
inquiry  is,  what  it  behooves  us  to  do  in  refer- 
ence to  the  revenue.  And.it  is  evidoit  that 
the  first  thing  is  to  n^ke  immediate  provision 
tor  the  of  the  exhaosted  TreasDry,  and 
put  aside  saoh  dalma  as,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  ought  not  to  be  made  npoa  it.  This,  so 
far  as  the  action  of  this  House  is  omcerned, 
has  already  been  done  in  the  passage  of  the 
bills  for  the  suspension  of  the  fourth  instalment 
to  the  States  under  the  deposit  law,  and  the 
emission  of  the  $10,000,000  in  Treasury  notes, 
as  before  mentioned ;  and  it  is  next  to  be  de- 
cided what  course  shall  be  taken  to  avert,  if 
posnble,  a  recurrence  of  the  present  catastro- 
phe to  the  revenoe.  For  this  three  plans  are 
presented  to  bur  consideration :  First,  a  nation- 
al bank ;  secondly,  a  continuance  of  the  present 
dwoeit  bank  system,  with  some  modifications ; 
aiu,  lastW,  tiie  piaa  recommended  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Seer^Kry  of  the  Treasury,  and  pro- 
posed by  the  Oommittee  on  Elnwioe,  of  an 
independeait  Tt^boxj, 

I  nave  sa^^ested  oUeotkms  which  presmt 
themselves  to  my  mino^  to  two  of  the  plans : 
and  the  question  may  be  asked — and  it  is  prop- 
er it  dlomd  be  answered — ^whether  any  of  them 
apply  to  the  third  and  only  remaning  alterna- 
tive measure  f  and  my  response  is,  no.  It  is 
not,  like  the  United  States  Bank,  at  war  with 
any  declaration  of  public  opinion.  To  that 
ordeal  it  is  yet  to  be  submitted,  and  I  am  well 
content  that  it  shall  be  brought  to  so  Just  a 
standard,  and  that  it  shall  be  pressed  no  longer 
tiian  it  Is  found  In  aecordance  with  it.  It  has 
no  hos^ily  from  the  ExeoutiTO  to  enoounter : 
for  it  is  his  own  cAbpring,  and  be  stands  pledged 
to  e^ve  it  a  fair  chance  for  ndstenoe.  It  un- 
plies  the  assumption  ci  no  powers  not  clearly 
granted  by  the  oonstitntion ;  and  whether  ex- 
pedient or  not,  is  the  only  que8ti<m  for  which, 
I  tra^  before  I  have  finished,  I  shall  have  suc- 
ceeded in  making  at  least  a  show  of  probability. 
It  has  never  fidled ;  for,  so  far  as  this  Govern- 
ment is  concerned,  it  is  yet  a  matter  of  trial, 
and  we  are  docmira  to  hear,  in  relation  to  it, 
the  cry  of  experiment  I  experiment  I  until  the 
ear  aohee  wiUi  the  sound.  Like  evffl?  thing 
human,  it  la  liable  to  mal-administration,  and 
(tf  course  to  fsUnre;  hut  it  oairies  within  itself 
no  principle  of  inevitsUe  folUbUity,  like  the 
bannug  system.  Scattered  as  your  treasure 
will  be,  under  it,  from  one  end  of  the  ocmtinent 
to  the  other,  it  will  not  be  likely  to  meet  with 


any  oo-ext«isive  agent  of  destmction;  and, 
alQun^  some  inconsideratde  rill  mm  be  dried 
up  here  and  ther&  the  great  river  of  your  rev- 
enue wiU  be  supplied  from  others,  and  flow  on 
copiously  and  nWy.  Times  of  difficulty  will 
not  disappoint  yon  in  the  use  of  your  fand  in 
hand,  for  it  will  be  in  the  solid  metsis— the 
most  unchangeable  and  indestructible  of  sub- 
Itmary  things — and  therefore  so  fitly  chosen  as 
standards  of  Tslue.  Being  in  the  hands  of  the 
immediate  agenU  of  the  Government,  no  party 
combination  can  be  strong  enough,  without  an 
actual  revolution,  to  divert  it  fbom  the  use  to 
which  the  people,  through  their  constituted 
representatives,  shall  think  proper  to  direct  its 
f4)plication,  and  thereby  subject  those  repre- 
sentatives to  otJuHT  domination  than  that  of  the 
will  of  their  constitaents,  constitutionally  ex- 
pressed. Neither  can  any  great  difficulty  bo 
mterposed  by  those  who  may  be  your  deposi- 
taries, in  the  way  of  delivering  it  up.  There 
will  be  no  nuddle  man  to  stand  between  the 
actual  custodier  of  the  money  and  responsibili- 
ty ;  there  will  be  no  community  to  back  him 
in  contumacious  refusal  to  comply  with  his 
duty ;  no  reiU  or  fancied  inability  to  meet  yonr 
demands  can  be  offered  in  extenuation  of  neg- 
lect ;  no  honest  men,  unconsciously  enlisted  by 
interest,  by  gratitude,  by  innumerable  inddious 
appeals  to  udent  natures,  be  induced  to  step 
forward,  and  opp(He  their  bodies  to  the  execu- 
tion of  we  laws.  No  party  qiirit  can  be  rallied 
in  behalf  of  the  delinquent.  No  shout  of  party 
triomidi  yiill  be  heard  to  animate  his  soul  to 
boldd^snoe;  but  he  will  stand  alone,  a  con- 
spionous  mark  for  that  ^probation  whidi 
fidelity  is  sure  to, win,  or  the  sober  condemna- 
tion whidi  is  as  cert^nljr  visited  by  enli^tened 
public  opinion  upon  a  faithless  or  &otious  pub- 
uo  servant. 

The  plan  is  recommended  to  us  by  its  simplici- 
ty, according  in  this  with  the  whole  genius  of 
our  institutions.  One  xtmn  object  of  our  poli- 
tical forefathers  was  to  deprive  Goveroment  of 
all  that  mf  sti<dBm  wUh  which  kingcraft  had 
invested  it  It  was  intended  that  our  system 
of  Government  should  be  so  simple  that  every 
citizen  (as  all  take  part  in  ite  action)  ^onld  be 
capable  of  comprehending  it ;  that  whosoever 
could  read,  or  hear  read,  our  excellent  constitu- 
tion, should  understand  its  meaning,  and  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  fidelity  of  those  to  whom 
its  admmi^ation  was  committed.  The  mm~ 
plicity  of  this  plan,  then,  is  in  beautiful  con- 
formity with  the  rest  of  the  system  of  which 
it  is  intended  to  constitute  a  part. 

But  it  has  the  decision  of  time  in  ite  behalf. 
For  aught  we  know  to  the  oontraiy,  it  has  been 
substantially  tiie  practice  of  all  Governments, 
except  our  own,  up  to  .the  present  Aa^.  To 
various  modifioations  it  has  doubtless  been 
subjected,  but,  even  in  Enj^and,  wide  space  is 
kmt  between  the  exohoquer  and  the  baiuc. 

But  although  the  Government,  whether 
vnited  or  not  to  the  banks  in  her  fiscal  opera- 
tions, can  do  but  little  le^timately  tovards 
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r^nlating  their  paper  carrency,  e^e  can,  bj 
that  nnioOf  do  much  to  inflaine  tiie  evilti,  and, 
by  BO  doing,  work  mooh  injustice.  She  can  by 
tioat  union  greatly  increase  the  cre^t  of  then 
in^tationa,  and  {^ve  a  wider  olrcxilation  to 
^elr  p^>er  iBsaea,  and  in  this  wi^  Increase 
what  are  called  mercantile  fsunlities.  The  Sen- 
ator from  South  Garolina  has  illnstrated  this 
matter  by  a  figure  so  strong  and  forcible,  that 
it  could  not  fau,  I  think,  to  have  brought  con- 
Tiction  to  who  heard  him.  Yes,  sir,  take 
the  beggar  fh)m  the  street,  and  'Stipulate  with 
him  that  nothing  but  gold  and  ulver  and  his 
notes  will  be  received  in  payment  of  debts  to 
this  Government,  and  Croesus  himself  was  never 
rioher  than  he  woold  instantly  become. 

The  Government,  I  have  already  said,  cannot 
oontinue  her  connection  with  the  banks  with- 
out stimolaUug  them  into  £u)titioiu  credit,  and 
inerea^ng  the  tendency  to  oommwdal  and 
qwcnlative  enterprise,  which  is  already  ^ost 
enough.  Heaven  imows,  and  subtracting  from 
the  laboring  and  productive  classes,  the  real 
bone  and  sinew^  the  true  human  materiel  of  the 
country.  This  is  too  obvionSj  and  the  mischief 
too  great  to  require  elaboration.  But  besides 
tills,  extravagance  will  be  the  natural  ofiE^ring 
of  the  system.  We  have  already  seen  the 
tendency  of  this  evil  to  increase ;  and  increase 
it  will  under  the  continuance  of  the  systeni, 
nntil  republican  simplicity  will  be  anniUlated 
among  us.  Extravagance,  and  its  companion, 
idleness,  were  the  overthrow  of  all  the  andent 
republics ;  ay,  and  of  the  modem  ones,  too ;  and 
little  San  Marino  shines  forth  a  phenomenon  for 
admiration,  saved  from  the  wreck  which  has 
overtaken  others^  by  her  poverty  and  parsimo- 
nious economy. 

The  union  of  the  Government  with  the 
banks,  is  calcolated,  I  have  said,  greatly  to  in- 
fluence the  natural  evils  of  the  banking  system. 
Some  of  them  I  have  already  mentioned ;  but 
one  remains  for  me  to  advert  to^ot  among  the 
least,  if  not  the  very  greatest.  This  is  the  mis- 
chief of  sudden  expansions  and  contractions. 
To  this  mischief  no  one  can'be  insensible,  for 
all  have  in  one  way  or  other  felt  its  force.  It 
has  a  tenden<gr  to  make  us  a  nation  of  gamblers, 
by  the  oonstcmt  stimulus  to  that  spirit  which 
finds  a  place  In  almost  every  bosom,  from  tiie 
savage  to  the  sage,  and  which  it  la  one  of  the 
great  objects  of  a  wholesome  edocation  to  sub- 
due. But  the  freciuent  and  sudden  reverses  to 
which  every  man  is  exposed,  of  being  rendered 
a  nabob  to-day  by  an  expansion,  and  a  beggar 
to-morrow  by  a  contraction,  must,  in  process 
of  time,  engender  sJl  that  loose  morality  which 
oharaoterizes  the  professed  worshippers  at  the 
shrine  of  fortune.  Such  is  the  effect  upon 
holders  pf  property;  and  upon  the  laboring 
man  it  is,  if  possible,  still  more  baneful;  for 
him  there  is  no  hour  of  prosperity,  but  he  suf- 
lars  greatiy,  if  not  equally,  both  in  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  tiie  tide.  In  a  contraction,  money  of 
course  beeomes  soaroe,  and  tlie  laborer,  whose 
<mly  o(»nmodity  is  Ills  labor^  is  compiled  to 


bring  it  daily  into  the  market,  and  take  what- 
ever price  it  may  command ;  while  the  holders 
of  providons,  less  Ibnited  In  point  of  time  for 
die  oonvenion  of  their  commodities  into  numey, 
hcAA  them  back,  not  wUling  to  snbnut  to  the 
dimini^ed  prices,  and  in  the  mean  time  the 
laborer  must  starve,  or  buy  at  the  price  de- 
manded. On  tiie  otiier  hand,  when  an  expan- 
sion takes  place,  and  money  becomes  plenty, 
labor  is  the  last  thing  to  find  the  level.  The 
continual  neoesnty  which  the  laborer  is  under 
to  bring  his  commodity  into  the  market,  .pre- 
vents any  competition  in  demand,  and  it  is  not 
until  the  general  spring  which  is  given  to  enter- 
prise has  opened  for  it  new  resources,  that  an 
increased  demand  for  labor  makes  an  increase 
in  price.  In  the  mean  time  the  laborer  must 
purchase  those  commodities  upon  which  pecu- 
lation is  most  tpt  to  s^ze— the  necessaries  of 
life.  It  is  impouible  for  the  Government  to 
remain  connected  with  die  bulks  witiiout  oon- 
tributing  to  this  mischief;  for  when  the  sop- 
plies  ex<!(ed  much  the  neoesdties  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  must  lie  in  the  banks,  whose 
directors  mn^  redst  the  strongest,  or,  at  least, 
most  general  passion  of  the  human  heart— cn- 
pidtty — if  they  suffer  them  to  remain  unused, 
and  in  using  them,  an  artificial  expansion  of  the 
currency  Is  of  course  created.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  the  Government  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  heavy  drafts  upon  the  deposit 
banks,  a  great  contraction  is  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence. These  are  evils  which  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  prevent,  but  die  should  absttdn, 
as  far  as  possible,  from  extuting  them ;  and  this 
she  can  do  only  by  ^flcxmneotkni. 

"When  Ur.  Btbugh  had  eowdnded  his  re- 
marks, 

On  motion  of  Jir.  TAiuuDai,  tha  Senate 
adjourned. 


FsroaT,  S^tember  28. 

Su^Trecuuiy  BUI 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  providing  for  tiie  oollection  and  cus- 
tody of  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Taixhadob  stud :  Hr.  President,  I  have 
bestowed  upon  tills  subject  all  that  reflection 
which  is  due  to  it,  from  the  hlj^h  source  from 
which  it  emanates.  Every  consideration,  both 
personal  and  political,  would  indine  me  to  ita 
support,  if  my  Judgment  could  be  satisfled  that 
its  adoption  would  promote  the  great  interests 
of  the  oonntry.  Natives  of  the  same  State  and 
of  the  same  county,  the  President  and  myself 
have  been,  from  my  first  entrance  into  political 
life  down  to  the  present  time,  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy. Id  his  political  career  he  has  on  all 
occasions  received  my  cordial  support  It  has 
been  my  fortune  to  be  placed  in  situations,  at 
certain  trying  periods  of  his  history,  whidi 
have  enabled  me  to  render  him  "  some  service.'' 
It  is  with  no  ordinary  sensation,  therefore,  that 
I  flind  myself  constrained,  by  biigher  oonddera* 
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tioD8  than  those  of  political  attachment  or  per- 
sonal friendship,  to  differ  Irom  him  on  the 
(Question  now  hefore  ns— considerations  of  pnb- 
ho  doty  which  involve  the  pablic  weal.  Btit, 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  know,  that  he  neither 
expects  nor  desires  me  to  sapport  this  or  any 
otfier  measnre  merdj  because  it  hears  the 
stam^  of  an  Ezecative  recommendation.  In 
submitting  Als  anb-Treasnry  system,  the  Pres- 
ident has  only  obeyed  an  iojanction  of  &e 
constitntion,  which  be  is  sworn  to  sapport,  and 
whidi  declares  that  "he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  ^ve  to  the  Oongresa  Infonnstion  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  each  measures  as  be  shall  Jndge 
necessary  and  expedient."  This  is  one  of  those 
measnres — ^the  President  has  discitarged  his 
duty  in  recommending  it  to  onr  consideration, 
and  I  tmst  we  shall  discharge  ours  by  ^ving  to 
it  that  calm  inv^tigatioa  and  free  discussion 
which  are  so  well  cucnlated  to  produce  correct 
results,  in  regard  to  measures  that  involve  the 
great  and  vital  interesta  of  the  people. 

The  Freeident  lumBelf  antioipated  macli  di- 
versity of  sratiment  on  Hiia  rameot.  He  anti- 
cipated also  that  Oongresa  mlgnt^  in  its  wis- 
dom, adopt  some  other  system ;  and  he  gave 
the  assarauce  of  his  co-operation  in  any  other 
plan  which  mi^t  be  "  oltimately  establidied." 
Be  says: 

"  With  these  viewa,  I  leave  to  CongreiB  &e  meas- 
ures neoesaary  to  regoltte,  in  the  present  emergency, 
the  Bsfe-beepbig  and  tnnsfa-  of  the  pnUio  moneys. 
hi  the  performance  of  oonstitatlonal  duty,  I  hare 
stated  to  them,  without  reserve,  the  result  of  my  own 
rcRectfons.  The  subject  is  of  great  Importance,  and 
one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united 
in  sentiment,  as  we  are  tn  interest.  It  deserves  a 
Hill  and  free  discusdon,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  bene- 
fited hj  a  dispaa^nate  oompaiison  of  o^idons. 
Well  aware  myaelf  of  tiie  doty  cS  redi»v>csl  eoncee- 
sion  among  the  co-ordinate  branches  cf  &«  Govern- 
ment, I  can  promise  a  reasonable  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion, so  far  as  it  can  be  indulged  in  wi^out  the  sur- 
render of  cmstitutional  objecdons  which  I  believe 
to  be  well  founded.  Any  system  that  may  be 
•debited,  rixMdd  be  aotgectad  to  the  ftdkat  Imd  pro- 
ton, 80  as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  Bxecuttve  but 
what  ia  neoeasary  to  the  discbaige  of  the  duties  im- 
poeed  on  him ;  and,  irtiatever  pbui  may  be  ultimately 
establiahed,  my  own  part  aball  be  so  disdiaiged  as 
to  give  to  it  a  fiulr  trial  and  the  beet  praqiaet  of  sue- 
cess.** 

I  tnut,  then,  that  the  Mends  of  the  adnun- 
istration  will  view  this  question  as  one  of  ekpe- 
dlracy,  and  not  suffer  any  difference  of  opinion 
brtween  themselves  to  become  a  difference  of 
principle  upon  which  they  are  to  divide.  If  it 
be  not  so  viewed^  who  will  take  the  responri- 
bility,  and  who  will  vouch  for  the  consequences 
of  a  contrary  course  f  It  is  a  subject  on  which 
men  may  honestly  differ ;  and  it  is  for  that  rea- 
son amongst  others,  that  such  difference  should 
be  expre^ed  with  perfect  frankness  and  with 
the  utmost  freedom.  'Mj  mind  has  long  been 
made  vp  against  it;  and  the  leucnung  of  the 
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Message,  whilst  it  has  not  convinced  me  to  the 
contruy,  has  only  swved  to  confirm  my  pre- 
vious opinions — I  am  therefore  boond  to  si^, 
frvm  a  sense  of  the  most  imper^ive  duty,  that, 
in  my  Judgment,  this  measure  is  franght  with 
more  mischief  than  any  sdi^ne  which  lias  here- 
tofore been  broached  in  reference  to  the  finances 
of  the  Government  and  the  enirenoy  of  tiie 
coantry.  In  saying  this  I  oertainly  intend  none 
other  uan  l^e  moat  pn^nmd  respect  for  the 
distinguished  individnal  who  has,  in  an  offldal 
form,  brought  it  to  our  notice. ' 

The  banks  are  sow  as  able,  with  the  aid  and 
confidence  of  the  Government,  to  perform  all 
the  duties  required  of  them  as  they  were  before. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  tiiey  performed 
them  as  weU  aa  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  capable  of  doing  tbe  same  again  in  the 
same  way.  I  am  not  therefore,  prepared  to  say 
that,  on  account  of  the  calamity  which  has  be- 
fallen the  country,  the  experiment  has  failed, 
and  they  ou^bt  not  to  be  employed  a  aecond 
time.  No,  sir;  snob  a  catastrophe  may  not 
occur  again  in  the  course  of  a  century.  One 
reason  asmgned  for  it  now  was  the  existence  of 
an  enormous  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  This 
cause  is  not  likely  to  exist  hereafter,  for  every 
man  is  willing  to  biing  down  our  receipts  to 
the  measure  of  our  wants ;  and  under  that,  as 
a  general  rule,  such  a  catastrophe  might  never 
happen  again.  The  banks  have  abundance  of 
means  to  meet  all  their  engagements.  Such 
being  the  case,  all  that  is  necessary  is,  to  create 
confidence,  to  restore  confidence,  and  they  will 
be  found  able  to  perform  all  that  is  required  of 
them.  Let  that  confidence  be  extended  to  them 
by  the  Government  in  good  faith,  and  let  them 
be  placed  on  their  former  finmng.  Let  the 
Government  pnrsnc  a  systnn  which  has  been 
tried,  and  wh!<di  we  know  will  prove  effectual, 
instead  of  attempting  an  "  untried  expedient," 
the  disastrous  consequences  of  which  cannot  be 
anticipated,  and  which,  I  fear,  imagination  can 
scarcely  depict.  . 

This  new  experiment  consists  in  a  "  divorce 
of  bank  and  State."  This  is  a  mere  catch- 
phrase,  which  was  originally  introduced  by 
artfrd  and  deigning  politicians  to  impose  upon 
the  credulity  and  honesty  of  the  people.  Uany 
have  admted  it  without  reflecting  or  inqniring 
as  to  its  miport,  or  its  otmseqaences.  Vmtb  Im- 
preswBU  are  ftvorable  to  it ;  it  snmmons  to 
onr  recollection  oar  early  impresdons  ctf  a  "  di- 
vorce of  church  and  State."  But  it  is  the  duty 
of  wise  statesmen  and  discreet  politicians  to 
consider  well  the  evils  which  must  foUow  the 
adoption  of  any  system  heretofore  untried  and 
of  doubtful  policy,  however  euphonions  the 
phrase  may  be  whidi  designates  ita.ohariicter 
before  the  people. 

The  proposition  contained  in  these  few  catch- 
words, strikes  at  the  very  fouodation  of  the 
credit  system  oi  the  country.  It  does  not  stop 
with  the  detraction  of  bank  credit,  but  atrui- 
glea,  in  ita  withering  gra^  oommeroial  credit 
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Uso.  It  estabUehes  a  deprecistetl  paper  car- 
musy  for  the  pec^e,  and  au  appreciated  tsoQcia 
cnrrency  for  uie  iDomnbeats  of  office,  and  for 
Government  oontractors.  It  gives  the  baser 
enrrenoy  to  the  master^  and  the  "  better  eor- 
renoy  ^  to  the  servant  In  a  GoTemm«it  like 
onra,  it  is  impossible  long  to  preserve  onr  insti- 
tutions or  onr  liberties,  if  snch  distinctions  are 
to  prevail.  It  separates  the  Govemmeat  of  the 
people  from  the  people  themselves,  as  if  those 
whom  the  people  have  chosen  to  direct  their 
affairs  were  of  a  superior  order,  or  distinct  class 
in  society,  endowed  with  peculiar  privileges 
beyond  the  rest  of  the  community.  It  has  a 
tendency  to  alienate  the  Sections  of  the  peofile 
from  the  Qovenonent  They  will  come  to  con- 
fer it  not  as  a  Ooremment  identified  with 
timr  feelings  and  interests^  bat  as  swnething 
fbr^n  to  them.  This  U  not  all.  The  Oorem- 
ment itsdf  will  lose  in  a  measure,  the  idea  of 
depraidenoe  on  the  people.  This  want  of  de- 
pendence is  too  much  felt  already.  Pat  this 
additional  power  into  its  hands,  and  the  identity 
of  interests  which  exists,  or  ought  to  exist  be- 
tween them,  ia  done  away. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  (Mr, 
Stbakob)  admits  that  the  people  will,  under 
this  system,  have  a  depreciated  currency,  whilst 
the  Government  will  enjoy  the  benefits  of  gold 
end  fdlver,  whatever  they  may  he.  But  he  says 
they  make  that  currency  for  th«nselves — they 
need  not  take  it  except  at  their  own  option. 
Sir,  it  is  the  oommon  ordinary  cnrrency  of  the 
conntty.  It  has  hitherto  been  good  enough  for 
the  Government,  for  the  peo^  for  us  all;  bnt 
now,  by  your  own  act,  yon  depredate  it,  and, 
after  making  it  the  worse  currency,  yon  leave 
it  to  the  people  and  take  the  gold  and  silver  to 
yourselves  I  The  result  is,  that  you  give  to  the 
servants  of  the  coontry  a  kind  of  mon^  worth 
more  than  the  people^s  currency.  You  isolate 
the  Government,  so  that  it  becomes  no  longer 
a  part  of  the  people.  Yon  reverse  the  rdatfon 
whicb  has  always  existed  beween  them :  the 
Government  becomes  the  master,  and  the  peo- 
ple become  the  BOTants.  By  this  means,  the 
salary  of  every  officer  ia  nosed  several  per  cent, 
according  as  spede  is  more  valuable  than  paper ; 
and  this  diff««oce^  too,  created  by  yonr  own 
act  t  Sir,  it  is  a  distinction  which  will  not  be 
tolerated ;  and  those  who  undertake  to  make 
it,  will  find,  in  the  end,  that  they  have  pre- 
sumed too  far  on  the  want  of  inteUtgence,  and 
on  the  subserviency  of  the  people  <^  this 
country. 

But  the  project  does  not  stop  here.  It  does 
not  merely  give  to  the  people  a  depreciated 
currency,  but,  by-and-by,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  any  currency  which  will  be  adequate  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  great  and  divereified 
interests  of  this  commnnity.  Under  this  sys- 
tem, the  specie  <^  the  conntry  will  be  drawn 
from  circolatioo,  and  from  the  TSQlts  of  the 
banks,  where  it  is  the  basis  of  drcojation  and 
of  confidence,  and  deposited  in  these  sab-Treos- 
nry  vaults,  till  the  eonnbr     left  without  a 
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snfficient  ctroolating  meffinm  to  transact  Its 
ordinary  business.  Tlic  ftnner,  the  merchant, 
the  manufacturer,  and  tJie'  meobanio,  will  be 
unable  to  command  tiie  means  to  pursue  t^elr 

ordinary  avocations,  no  matter  what  their  prop- 
erty may  be.  They  may  be  rich  in  bouses  and 
lands,  in  goods  and  merchandise,  in  manufac- 
tures and  machinery,  in  materials,  in  tools  and 
implements  of  trade,  nay,  they  may  possess  the 
best  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  every  species 
of  stock  which  has  heretofore  been  deemed 
equivalent  to  money,  and  still  they  will  be  un- 
able to  carry  on  their  ordinary  business  for  want 
of  a  circulating  medium  by  which  to  transact  it. 
Oredit  is  the  poor  man's  capital,  as  well  as  the 
auxiliary  of  the  rich.  Deprive  him  of  this,  and 
his  habits  of  industry,  his  character  fbr  probity, 
his  good  name  and  reputation  avail  him  noth- 
ing. He  has  no  means  by  which  he  can  rise 
above  the  ordinary  occupation  of  a  day  laborer. 
With  a  growing  fanuly,  and  the  increased  ex- 
pense of  living,  ne  is  doomed  to  abject  poverty, 
without  the  lightest  hope  of  ever  ^ulng  tiiat 
standing  and  that  condition  in  society  whidi  a 
"well-regulated  credit  system"  always  holds 
out  to  the  enterpising,*  the  honest,  the  indus- 
trioQs  portion  of  the  community. 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  uie  Senator  from 
North  Oarolina  (Ur.  &raANGi!)  condenm  our 
whole  banking  system  as  an  otter  absurdity, 
and  which  he  predicted  would  be  looked  upoa 
by  those  who  come  after  us  witii  as  mncli  as- 
tonishment 08  we  look  upon  the  South  Sea  bnb- 
ble.  In  this  enlightened  age,  at  tiiia  late  period 
of  onr  history,  after  what  we  have  seen  of  the 
effects  of  the  credit  system  vpoa  the  ooontiy, 
witii  the  evidence  of  onr  own  senses,  and  the 
testimony  of  all  Europe  in  favor  of  it,  I  confess 
my  amazement  at  hearing  such  sentiments  ut- 
tered on  this  floor.  I  have  not  language,  con- 
sistent with  the  high  respect  wliich  I  entertain 
for  that  honorable  Senator,  (Mr.  Stbanqx,)  to 
express  my  astonishment ;  and  I,  therefore,  can 
only  say. 

The  tendency  of  this  scheme  ia  to  bring  the 
conntiry,  virtuiuly,  to  an  exolosive  metallic  cur- 
rency. Whatever  gentlemen  may  say  on  thia 
snl^eot,  this  wild  and  visionary  theory  is  gain- 
ing ground  with  a  certain  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation. It  is  propagated  by  reason  of  the  ooun- 
tenanoe  which  it  Is  supposed  to  receive  from 
men  in  ^h  places.  Meetings  have  been  held 
in  New  "Sork  and  elsewhere,  at  which  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  cnrrency  has  been  resolved  on 
as  the  only  true  policy.  AU  paper  money  of 
every  description  nas  been  repudiated,  as  con- 
trary to  the  genius  Of  our  Government  and  the 
spint  of  our  Institntions.  In  the  same  resolu- 
tions, men  in  elevated  stations  have  been  ap- 
plauded by  name  for  m^taining  the  same  doo- 
trine&  The  proceedings  of  such  meetings  have 
bem  reqMnoed  to  in  terms  of  BpjmKMtion, 
therein  tadtiy  acquiescing  in  all  the  prinetfdes 
set  fiinth  in  toem,  and  thus  giving  correm^  ta 

Digitized  by 


B^-Vrtcamy  Bill. 


888 


ABRimMENT  OF  THE 


SauTK.] 

titem  with  the  people.  It  is  the  belief  that 
9uch  principles  ai'e  recognized  hy  those  to 
whose  approval  tbey  are  submitted,  that  excites 
the  alarm  and  apprehoDsion  which  pervades  the 
rational  and  thiuking  porUou  of  the  oommmiitj. 
It  is  this,  too,  whicn  gives  countenance  to  the 
idea  that  the  sub-lVeosarf  scheme  is  intended 
to  bring  about  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 

QenUemen  are  very  anxious,  apparently,  for 
this  divorce,  as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it.  I 
irould  remind  them,  however,  that  whilst  they 
ore  talking  of  a  divorce,  they  are  getting  up  an 
incestuouB  uaion  between  members  of  the  some 
family — a  marriage  which  is  unlawful;  and 
which  I  would  say  comes  within  the  Levitical 
dfwreea,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  forbidden. 

This  anion  which  is  now  proposed  is  a  most 
unsafe  and  dangerous  one.  It  reminds  me  of 
an  anecdote  of  a  capt^n  of  a  packet  with  whom 
I  was  acquainted,  who  informed  me  that  he 
always  found  it  inc^ensably  necessary,  for  the 
sal^  of  his  ship's  stores,  to  have  his  cook  and 
his  steward  of  different  familieB,  and  If  possible 
of  difibrent  colors,  and  if  he  oonid  get  op  a  fight 
between  them,  it  was  all  the  better ;  for  if  they 
were  connected  togethn*  in  a  common  bond  of 
interest  or  affection,  the  stores  were  apt  to  be 
wasted.  60  here,  I  think  our  stores,  the  stores 
of  the  ship  of  State,  will  not  be  safe,  if  a  union 
take  place  between  the  Government  and  the 

eablic  Treasary,  which  ought  to  be  separated 
1  different  sets  of  hands,  and  those^  too,  antag- 
onist hands. 

The  officers  to  be  employed  under  this  sys- 
tem, so  far  from  being  antagonist  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, are  officers  ^>pointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, entirely  deponwnt  on  it,  and  who  may 
be  removed  by  its  fiat  at  any  moment  from 
thor  offices.  There  is  positive  danger  in  the 
aoheme.  All  the  depodts  of  the  pulmc  money, 
all  the  Iteasory,  together  with  the  other  Execu- 
tive powers,  wUI  now  be  united  in  the  same 
&mUy,  and  in  the  same  bands.  I  see  no  se- 
ourity,  but  absolute  insecurity,  absolute  danger, 
in  the  proposed  system.  Bnt  let  ns  consider 
the  chances  of  security  which  the  system  offers 
for  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys.  The  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  tells  us  the  public 
fimds  will  hardly  £ul  to  be  safe,  for  if  the 
officer  should  appropriate  them  to  his  own  use, 
he  may  be  hnng  up  by  the  neck  until,  to  use 
the  fonublo  repetitions  of  that  genUcmaii,  he  is 
dead,  dead,  dead!  'What  security  is  there  hero, 
siij  when  the  money  is  already  gone?  'Will 
the  dead  body  answer  any  of  the  purposes  of 
security  i  Or  does  the  gentleman  really  im- 
agine that  the  penalty  of  death  itself  will  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  defalcation  (  Does  not 
the  experience  of  all  countries  show  that  the 
severest  penalties  do  not  operate  as  preventives 
of  crime  of  any  kind  I  We  have  only  to  look 
to  our  own  country  for  illostraUons  of  the  in- 
sufficiency and  insectirity  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem. What,  for  example,  is  thought  to  be  the 
best  nrstem  for  the  collection  of  the  tolls  on  the 
Kew  TiH^  canala.  It  is  the  ^yston  of  depout  I 
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with  the  bonks.  The  money  is  rapidly  brought 
into  the  banks,  and  the  least  possible  means  are 
left  in  the  power  of  the  collectors.  The  great 
mass  of  the  fonds  collected  are  therefore  always 
on  deposit  in  the  banks,  which  credit  the  Gov- 
ermnent  with  the  amount.  It  is  owing  to  this 
eyiUm  of  removing  responsibility  for  such  large 
sums  of  money  from  individuals,  and  reposing 
it  upon  banks,  that  from  the  very  first  period 
of  the  formation  of  the  canals  down  to  the  pres- 
ent moment  the  Btate  has  not  lost  one  single 
dollar  of  the  canal  fundsj  though  millions  imd 
millions  have  been  collected.  If  the  system 
were  proposed  in  the  State  Legislature  to  take 
the  personal  responsibility  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection,  together  with  security, 
such  as  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  present 
scheme,  it  would  not  be  able  to  command  a  sin- 
gle vote  I  How  then  can  it  be  here  maintained 
by  gentlemen  that  such  an  objectionable  plan, 
r^eoted  altogether  by  prudent  and  experienced 
legislators,  Is  the  best  plan,  and  ought  to  be 
adopted !  There  is  a  law  now  on  the  statute 
book  that  certain  disbursing  officers  shoU  de- 

C'lt  whatever  public  funds  come  into  their 
ds,  in  the  bank  nearest  to  tiiem  until  re- 
quired to  be  paid  out.  Whence  comes  the 
necessity  of  such  a  law?  why  does  the  law 
exiat,  if  penalties  and  securities  make  the 
money  as  safe  as  when  deposited  in  the  hanks. 

Every  fact  goes  against  the  system  as  pro- 
posed by  this  bill,  and  at  the  same  time  every 
fact  goes  in  favor  of  the  system  which  it  is  now 
suddenly  proposed  to  oast  o^dol    Oan  it  bo 

fosable  ttiat  gentlemen  wif^  to  expose  the 
reasury  as  it  will  be  exposed  by  this  scheme  t 
I  do  not  wish  to  disparage  our  public  officers 
or  those  who  may  be  employed  under  this  sys- 
tem. Bat,  I  look  at  human  nature  as  it  is.  I 
look  at  the  temptations  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed. The  confid^ce  of  individuala  in  their 
own  integrity  be  unbounded,  and  they 
will  never  suspect  it  till  put  to  the  test  of  such 
temptations  as  will  be  presented  under  this  sys- 
tem. I  mean  no  unnecessary  or  improper  dis- 
paragement when  I  say,  I  have  no  faith  in  the 
safety  of  the  public  money  if  this  scheme  goes 
into  operation.  There  is  danger  in  every  stage 
of  it.  And  no  opportunity  will  pass  unim- 
proved where  the  temptation  is  safflcientiy  pre- 
sented.  There  is  no  safety  in  it. 

"  Toa  m>r  m  well  spnad  oat  the  Tuunna'd  heaps 
Of  iniMr  B  trounro  by  >d  oatUw's  den, 
And  tell  me  It  Is  Baft,  ea  bid  me  hop* 
Danger  will  wink  on  <^oituiitr-" 

ySr.  Bekton  rose  to  offer  the  aid  of  his  voice 
in  favor  cf  the  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  attached. 
He  considered  the  amendment  and  the  bill  us 
one  measure,  indissolubly  connected  in  their 
nature;  and  that  the  bill  would  be  of  little 
value,  unless  the  amendment  was  made.  There 
might  -have  been  some  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  time  and  mode  of  adopting  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  the  amendment — whether  it 
should  be  done  at  this  sesuon,  or  at  the  next ; 
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and  whether  it  should  he  effected  by  an  amend- 
atory clause^  or  by  a  separate  bill.  There  might 
hare  been  room  for  difiTerence  of  opinion  on 
theM  points  a  few  days  ago ;  but,  since  the 
mnoDdment  is  offered,  and  opposed,  it  must  be 
carried,  or  the  bill  itself  consiaered  as  lost 

The  bill  is  to  divorce  the  Government  from 
the  banks,  or  rather  is  to  declare  the  divorce, 
for  the  separation  has  already  taken  place  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  by  the  delinquency  of 
the  bouks.  The  bill  is  to  declare  the  divorce ; 
the  amendment  is  to  exclude  their  notes  from 
revenue  payments,  not  oil  at  once,  but  grad- 
ually, and  to  be  accompltslied  by  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1841.  ITntLL  then  the  notes  of  spe- 
cie-payine  banks  may  be  deceived,  dinunishing 
one-fourth  annually  >  and  after  that  dt^,  all  pay- 
ments to  and  bam  the  Federal  Goremment  are 
to  be  made  In  bard  money.  Until  that  day, 
payments  from  the  United  States  will  be  gov- 
erned by  existing  laws.  The  amendment  does 
not  afiEbct  the  Post  Office  Department  until  Jan- 
nary,  1841 ;  nntil  then,  the  fiscal  operations  of 
that  department  remain  under  the'  present  laws ; 
after  that  day  they  fiiU  nnder  tJie  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  all  payments  to  and  from  that  de- 
partment will  he  made  la  hard  money.  The 
effect  of  the  whole  amendment  will  be  to  re- 
store the  currency  of  the  constitution  to  the 
Federal  Government — to  re-establish  the  great 
acts  of  1789  and  of  1800— declaring  that  the 
revenaes  should  be  collected  in  gold  and  »lver 
coin  only ;  those  early  statates  which  were  en- 
acted by  the  hard  money  men  who  made  the 
constitution,  who  had  seen  and  felt  the  evils  of 
that  paper  money,  and  intended  to  guard  agdnst 
those  evils  in  future  by  creating,  not  a  paper, 
bat  a  hard  money  Government. 

I  am  for  this  restoration.  I  am  for  restoring 
to  the  Federal  Treasury  the  currency  of  the 
constitution.  I  am  for  carrying  back  wis  Gov- 
ermnent  to  the  solidity  projected  by  its  found- 
ers, ^is  is  a  ^reat  object  in  itself — a  reform 
of  the  first  magnitude — a  reformation  with  heal- 
ing on  its  wId^  bringing  safety  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  blessings  to  the  people.  The  currency 
is  a  thing  which  reaches  every  individual  and 
every  institution. 

Great  are  the  erila,  political,  pecuniary,  and 
moral,  wliich  have  flowed  from  this  derartare 
fnaa  onr  constitution.  Through  the  Federal 
Government  ftlone — through  it,  not  by  it — two 
minions  and  a  half  of  money  have  been  lost  in 
the  last  (bur  months.  Thirty-two  millions  of 
public  money  was  the  amount  in  the  deposit 
banks  when  they  stopped  payment ;  of  this  snm 
twenty-five  millions  have  been  paid  over  to 
Government  creditors,  or  transferred  to  the 
States.  Bnt  how  paid,  and  how  transferred? 
In  what!  In  real  money,  or  its  equivalent? 
Not  at  all!  But  in  the  notos  of  suspended 
banks — in  notes  depreciated,  on  an  aven^  ten 
cent  Here  then  were  two  and  a  half  mil- 
8  lost  Who  bore  fhe  loss!  The  public 
creditors  and  the  States.  "Who  gained  it?  for 
where  there  is  aloaa  to  one^  thve  nmst  be  a 
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gain  to  another.  Who  gained  the  two  and  a 
half  millions,  thns  snnk  upon  the  hands  of  the 
creditors  and  tlie  States?  The  banks  were  the 
gainers;  they  gained  it;  the  pnbHc  creditors 
and  the  States  lost  it ;  and  to  the  creditors  it 
was  a  forced  loss:  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  they 
consented  to  take  it  They  had  no  alternative. 
It  was  that  or  nothing.  Ther  banks  fbrced  it 
upon  the  Government;  the  Government  forced 
it  upon  the  creditor.   Consent  was  out  of  the 

anestion.  Power  ruled,  and  that  power  was  in 
ie  banks ;  and  they  gained  the  two  and  a  half 
millions  which  the  States  and  the  pnbUo  cred- 
itors lost. 

The  Senator  from  Kew  York,  OAr.  Taix- 
MADGB,)  who  had  jost  spokcu  with  so  much 
ability,  and  who  la  oppwed  both  to  tiiis  bill 
and  this  amendmmt  has  predicted  an  arga- 
meat  in  bvor  of  the  local  banks  on  acoonnt  of 
the  small  amount  of  the  public  money  whidi 
has  been  lost  in  their  bands ;  but  here  is  two 
and  a  half  millions  in  a  single  operation,  and 
without  going  back  to  the  period  of  bonk  stop- 
pages in  1819  and  1814.  He  confines  himself 
to  direct  losses,  but  that  is  a  most  imperfect 
view  of  the  question.  The  full  view  emoraces, 
besides  direct  losses,  all  that  are  incidental  to 
the  use  of  depreciated  paper  money ;  increased 
prices — disappointed  operations  by  sea  and  land 
in  time  of  war — and  embarrassed  operations  in 
time  of  peace;  per  oentums  shaved  off  at  every 
step;  the  ignorant,  the  helpless,  the  necesu- 
tous,  imposed  upon;  and  one  vast  some  of 
pushing  off  bad  paper  on  wii  other  ezhfUted 
all  over  the  country. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  estimate  'Hm  moneyed 
tosses,  direct  or  indirect,  to  the  Government 
alone,  from  the  use  of  local  bank  notes,  in  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  including  the  war,  and 
covering  three  general  suspenrions.  I^eaving 
the  people  ont  of  view,  as  a  field  of  losses  be- 
yond calculation,  I  confine  myself  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  say,  its  losses  have  been 
enormous,  prodigious,  and  incalculable.  We 
have  had  three  general  Bt(n)pages  of  the  local 
hanks  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-two  years. 
It  is  at  the  average  rate  of  one  in  seven  years ; 
and  who  is  to  gnaranfy  ns  from  another,  ana 
from  tiie  eonaeqnent  losses,' if  we  ccmtiiine  to 
receive  their  bills  in  payment  of  pnUio  diie& 
Another  stoppage  must  oome,  and  that,  r^Bon- 
ing  from  all  auiuo^es,  in  less  than  seven  years 
after  the  resumption.  Many  must  perish  in  the 
attempt  to  resume,  and  would  do  bettor  to  wind 
up  at  once,  without  attempting  to  go  on,  with-  ■ 
out  adequate  means,  and  agunst  appalling  ob- 
stacles. Another  revulsion  must  come.  Thus 
it  was  after  the  last  resumption.  The  banks  * 
recommenced  payments  in  1817 — in  two  years, 
the  failures  were  more  disastrons  than  ever. 
Thus  it  was  in  England  after  the  long  suspen- 
sion of  twenty-six  years.  Payments  recom- 
menced in  182S— in  182S  the  most  desolating 
crash  of  banks  took  place  which  had  ever  been 
known  in  the  kingdom,  althonofa  the  hank  of 
England  had  imported,  in  km  than  four  years,' 
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tweoty  mUUona  sterling  in  gold,  about  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  to  recommence  upon. 
Its  effects  reached  this  country,  crushed  the 
cotton  houses  in  New  Orleans,  depressed  the 
money  marked  and  injured  all  buuness.  Why 
was  this?  Why  was  it  that,  within  two  years 
after  resomptlcHi,  both  la  I^glaod  and  in  onr 
America,  these  disastroos  revnluons  ensoed? 
Iioss  of  confidence  was  the  cause ;  and  that  loss 
resulting,  not  ftom  the  act  of  GoTcmment,  but 
from  the  conduct  of  the  banks  themselves.  The 
banks  had  failed,  and,  therefore,  could  fail.  The 
people  had  seen  them  fail,  and,  therefore,  they 
feared  they  might  do  so  again.  There  was  no 
confideuce  in  them ;  no  more  than  the  coach- 
man places  in  the  balking  horse  when  he  comes 
to  the  hill.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
R1VS8)  wishes  the  Government  to  do  something 
to  reanimate  confidence  iu  these  banks.  Coald 
a  law  of  Congress  inspire  confidence  into  his 
coachman,  and  give  him  MUh  in  the  balking 
botse?  No  more  oan  it  be  done  in  relatioa  to 
tliese  banks.  They  have  stt^ped,  nnivereally 
and  simoltaDeoosly,  iu  a  season  of  profbnnd 
peace  and  general  prosperity — no  war,  no  pee- 
tilencej  no  famine— ^th  four  times  as  much 
specie  in  the  country  as  ever  was  in  it  before ; 
and  this  stoppage  has  killed  confidence.  It  is 
dead  by  the  act  of  the  banks,  and  cannot  he 
legislated  into  existence  agun  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. Confidence  is  a  plant  of  voluntary  and 
not  of  forced  existence.  It  is  said  by  an  emi- 
nent man  to  be  a  plant  of  slow  growth.  We 
all  know  it  to  be  so ;  and  we  know,  besides, 
that  when  this  plant  is  once  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  it  nroly  takes  root  again  in  the  same 
place. 

The  Senators  from  New  York  and  Yii^^nia 
(Messrs,  Taixujldob  and  Birxs)  push  this  point 
of  confidence  a  little  farther ;  they  address  a 
question  to  me,  and  ask  if  I  woold  lose  confi- 
dence in  all  steamboats,  and  have  them  all  dis- 
carded, if  one  or  two  blew  np  in  the  Missis- 
sippi ?  I  answer  tlie  question  in  all  frankness, 
and  say,  that  I  shoald  not.  Bnt  if,  instead  of 
one  or  two  in  the  Mississippi,  all  the  steam- 
boats in  the  Union  should  blow  up  at  once — in 
every  creek,  river,  and  bay — while  all  the  pas- 
sengers were  sleeping  in  confidence,  and  the 

Btlots  crying  out  aU  is  well ;  if  the  whole  should 
low*  up  from  one  end  oi  tJia  ITnion  to  the 
other  jnst  as  fiwt  as  they  oonid  hear  eadi  other's 
explosions:  then,  indeed,  I  shoi^  loee  confi- 
dence in  them,  and  never  ag^n  trust  wife,  or 
cliild,  or  my  own  foot,  or  any  thing  not  intended 
for  destmction,  on  board  such  sympaUietio  and 
contagious  engines  of  death.  I  answer  Airther, 
*  and  tell  the  gentlemen,  that  if  only  one  or  two 
banks  had  stopped  last  May  in  New  Tork,  I 
should  not  have  lost  all  confidence  in  the  re- 
maining nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  but 
when  the  whole  thousand  stopped  at  once; 
tumbled  down  tt^ther — fell  in  a  lump— lie 
there — and  when  one  of  their  number,  by  a 
sign  with  the  little  finger,  can  make  the  whole 
UoKtUl,  then,  indaedfConfidenoe  is  gone  1  And 
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this  is  the  case  with  the  banks,  ^ey  have  not 
only  stopped  altogether,  but  in  a  season  of  pro- 
found peace,  with  eighty  millions  of  specie  in 
the  country,  and  ^ust  after  the  annual  examina- 
tions by  commissioners  and  Ic^lative  commit- 
tees, and  when  all  was  reported  well.  With 
eighty  millions  in  the  oouiitry,  they  stop  even 
for  change  I  It  did  not  take  a  national  calamity 
— a  war  to  stop  thom  I  They  fell  in  time  of 
peace  and  prosperity !  We  read  of  people  In 
the  West  Indies,  and  in  8ou&  America,  wlio 
rebuild  their  cities  on  the  same  spot  where 
earthquakes  had  overthrown  them ;  we  are  as- 
tonished at  their  fatuity ;  we  wonder  that  they 
will  build  again  on  the  same  perilous  fouAda- 
tions.  But  these  people  have  a  reason  for  their 
conduct;  it  is,  that  their  cities  are  only  de- 
stroyed by  ew^qnakes ;  it  takes  an  earthquake 
to  destory  them ;  and  when  there  is  no  eftrth- 
guake,  they  are  safe.  But  suppose  their  cities 
fell  down  withont  any  commotion  in  the  earth, 
or  the  air — fall  in  a  season  of  perfect  eahn  and 
seremty — and  after  that  the  survivors  should 
go  to  building  again  in  the  same  place ;  would 
not  all  the  world  say  that  they  were  demented, 
and  were  doomed  to  destruction  ?  So  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  by  these 
banks.  If  it  continues  to  use  them,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  notes  for  revenue,  afi^r  what  has 
happened,  and  in  the  &cc  of  what  now  cxisbi^ 
it  argues  £atuity  and  a  doom  to  destruction. 

Resume  when  they  will,  or  when  they  shall, 
and  the  longer  it  is  delayed  the  worse  for  them- 
selveSj  the  epoch  of  resumption  is  to  be  a  peril- 
ous crisis  to  many.  This  stopping  and  resuming 
by  banks  is  the  realization  (tf  the  noetical  de- 
scription of  the  descent  into  hell,  ana  the  return 
from  it  liicilit  dmemuB  ATemi—aed  reto- 
care  gmdum — Hcc  opiu,  hie  labor  e»t.  Easy  Is 
the  descent  into  the  regions  below,  bnt  to  re- 
turn I  this  is  work,  this  is  labor  indeed  [  Out 
banks  have  made  me  descent ;  they  have  gone 
down  witii  ease ;  but  to  return — to  asceftd  the 
rugged  steps,  and  behold  again  the  light  above 
—how  many  will  falter  and  £all  bac^  agdn  Into 
the  gloomy  regions  below ! 

The  day  of  resumption  will  be  a  day  of  peril, 
and  of  death,  to  many.  It  is  a  penalty  which 
their  extraordinary  stoppage  has  imposed. 
Many  must  £ul  in  the  trial ;  probably  a  new 
panic  and  prearare  take  place ;  and  thoae  who 
mttst  attribute  every  calamity  to  the  mtsmle, 
the  iniorance,  and  the  nusgovemment  of  the 
repuMcui  party,  had  as  well  be  preparing  their 
accusations  in  advance;  for  the  contingeniT' 
will  come,  and  a  cause  for  it  must  be  found  in 
the  misconduct  of  the  Government.  Let  them 
prophetize  in  advance,  and  show  their  opacity 
for  Dolitioal  divination  by  vaticinating  hefore- 
hana,  and  exhibiting  now  a  p(ditical  cause  for 
an  event  to  axise  hereafter  out  of  the  natural 
progress  of  banking. 

Banks  of  circulation  are  banks  of  hazard  and 
of  failure.  It  is  an  incident  of  their  nature. 
Those  without  (^Hjulatioa  rarely  ful.  That  of 
Venice  has  stood  seven  hundred  yean ;  those 
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of  Hamburg,  Amsterdam,  and  others,  have  stood 
for  centuries.  The  Bank  of  Eni^uid,  the  great 
mother  of  buiks  of  circnhition,  besides  an  actnal 
stoppage  of  a  quarter  of  a  centnry^,  has  had  her 
onus  and  conTmsioD  in  average  periods  of  seven 
or  eight  years,  for  the  last  half  century — ^In  1788, 
'93,  *9r,  1814,  '19,  '25,  '86--and  has  only  been 
saved  m»n  repeated  &ilar«  by  the  powerful 
BQi^tort  CNf  the  British  GovenuneDt,  and  proflise 
gnppUea of excheqner bills.  Hernomeronsprog- 
esy  of  private  and  Joint  stock  banks  of  olrca- 
lation  have  bad  the  same  coaTtdsions :  and,  not 
being  supported  by  tiie  Oovwnment,  oave  sank 
'bj  hundred*  at  a  time.  AU  the  banks  of  the 
Vnited  States  are  bai^s  (kT  cironlation ;  they 
are  all  sabject  to  the  inherent  dangers  of  that 
class  of  banks,  and  are,  besides,  sa^ect  to  new 
dangers  peculiar  to  themselves.  From  the 
quantity  tit  thur  stock  held  by  foreigners,  the 
quantity  of  other  stocks  in  their  han^  and  the 
oorrent  foreign  balance  ag^st  the  United 
States,  our  paper  qrstem  has  oeoome  an  append- 
age to  that  of  lof^and.  .  As  such,  it  suffers 
from  sympathy  -whrn  the  En^isfa  system  suf- 
ftn.  In  ad^on  to  thia,  a  new  dodiriae  is 
]U>v  broadied-4hat  ovr  flrat  duty  is  to  foreign- 
ers I  ai^  upon  this  prindple,  when  the  banks 

the  two  countries  are  inperil,  ours  are  to  be 
■aerifioed  to  save  those  of  England  I 

The  power  of  a  few  banks  over  the  whole 

Iiresents  a  new  feature  of  danger  in  our  system, 
t  consolidatee  the  banks  of  the  whole  Union 
into  one  mass,  and  subjects  them  to  one  fate, 
and  that  fate  to  be  decided  by  a  few,  without 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  rest.  An  unknown 
divan  of  bankers  sends  forth  an  edict  which 
sweeps  over  the  empire,  crosses  the  lines  of 
States  with  the  ftdUty  of  a  Tnrkiah  firman, 
prostndiiig  all  State  institntiona,  breaking  np 
all  engagementa^  and  levd&ut  all  law  before  it. 
This  is  conscdidatioa  of  a  kind  which  the  genius 
ci  Patrick  Henry  had  not  even  conceived.  But 
while  thia  firman  is  thns  potent  and  irreuatible 
for  prostration,  it  is  impotent  and  powerless  for 
resorrecUon.  It  goes  out  in  vain,  bidding  the 
prostrate  banks  to  rise.  A  veto  power  inter- 
venes. One  voice  is  soffioient  to  keep  all  down ; 
and  thns  we  have  seen  one  word  from  Philadel- 
phia annihilate  the  New  York  proposition  for 
resumption,  and  condemn  the  many  solvent 
banks  to  uie  continuation  of  a  condition  as 
mortt&ing  to  time  feelings  aa  it  is  injurious  to 
tbeir  ntare  intcresta. 

Bat  what  excuse,  what  apology,  what  Jnstifi- 
oatlon  have  we  for  snrrendering,  abandonio^^ 
and  losing  the  precise  advantage  for  which  the 
prment  constitution  was  formed  I  What  was 
that  advant^e — what  the  leading  and  govern- 
ing object  which  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
old  confederation,  and  induced  the  adoption  of 
the  present  form  of  Government?  It  was  rev- 
enue I  independent  revenne  1  a  revenue  under 
the  abaolate  control  of  this  Government,  and 
free  from  the  action  of  the  States.  Tliis  was 
the  motive,  the  leading  and  governing  motive, 
which  led  to  the  forau^ioo  of  this  Oovcnmieat. 


The  reason  was,  that  the  old  confederation, 
being  dep^ident  upon  the  States,  was  often  left 
without  money.  This  state  of  being  was  in- 
compatible with  its  existence;  it  deprived  it 
of  all  power ;  its  imbecility  was  a  proverb.  To 
extricate  it  from  that  condition  was  the  deagn, 
and  the  cardinal  design  of  the  new  constitutioD* 
An  independent  revenne  was  (dven  to  it — inde- 
pendent even  of  the  States.  Is  it  not  suicidal 
to  Borreader  that  independence,  and  to  snrren- 
der  it,  not  to  States,  but  to  money  corporations! 
What  does  history  record  of  the  penury  and 
moneyed  destitution  of  the  old  confederatioDy 
comparable  to  the  annihilation  of  the  revenues 
of  this  Government  in  Uay  last,  when  the  banks 
shut  down,  in  one  mght,  upon  a  revenne  in  hand 
of  thirty-two  millions ;  even  upon  that  which 
was  in  the  names  of  disbnrsiug  officers,  and 
refose  a  nine-penoe  or  a  picailion  in  money 
from  that  day  to  this  ?  What  is  there  in  the 
history  of  the  old  confederation  comparable  to 
this  t  The  old  confederation  was  often  reduced 
low — often  near  empty  handed — but  never  saw 
itself  stripped  in  an  instant,  as  if  by  enchant- 
ment, of  tens  of  millions,  and  heard  the  shout 
of  triumph  thundered  otee  its  head,  and  the 
notes  of  eroltation  snng  over  its  supposed  de- 
shmction  I  Yet,  thu  is  what  we  have  seen— 
what  we  now  see — from  having  surrendered  to 
corporations  our  moneyed  Independence,  and 
unwisely  abandoned  the  pre<use  advantage 
which  led  to  the  formation  en  thia  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, 

I  do  not  go  into  the  moral  view  of  this  ques> 
tion.  It  is  too  obvious,  too  impressive,  too 
grave,  to  escape  the  observation  of  any  one. 
Demoralization  follows  in  the  train  of  an  nn- 
convertible  paper  money.  The  whcde  oom- 
mnnity  becomes  exposed  to  a  moral  peetUenoa. 
EvMy  in^viduol  becomes  the  victim  of  some 
impodtlcxi,  and,  in  self-defonoe,  imposes  npon 
some  (me  else.  The  weak,  the  Ignorant,  the 
uninformed,  the  neoeaaitous,  are  t£e  sufferers ; 
the  crafty  and  the  opulent  are  the  gainers. 
The  evil  augments  nnlil  the  moral  sense  of  the 
community,  revolting  at  the  frhrhtful  aoonmn- 
lation  of  fraad  and  misery,  i^>|diea  the  rascal 
remedy  of  total  reform. 

Thus,  pecuniary,  political,  and  moral  conad- 
erationa  require  the  Government  to  retrace  its 
steps,  to  return  to  first  principles,  and  to  restore 
its  fiscal  action  to  the  safe  and  solid  path  of  the 
constitution.  Reform  is  demanded.  It  is  called 
for  by  every  pnblio  and  by  every  private  con- 
sideration. Now  is  the  time  to  make  it  The 
connection  between  bank  and  State  Is  aotnally 
^solved.  It  is  dissolved  by  operation  of  law, 
and  by  the  delinquency  of  these  institutions. 
They  have  forfeited  the  right  to  the  deposits, 
and  lost  the  privilege  of  paying  the  revenue  in 
their  not«3,  by  ceasing  to  pay  specie.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  now  going  on  without  them,  and  all 
that  is  wanting  is  the  appropriate  legislation  to 
perpetuate  the  divorce  which,  in  point  of  fsct^ 
has  already  taken  place.  Now  is  the  time  to 
act ;  thia  the  moment  to  restore  the  erautitiir 
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tional  cnrreoey  to  the  Federal  GovMnment;  to 
restore  the  caBtody  of  the  poblio  moneys  to 
national  keepers ;  and  to  armd,  in  time  to  come, 
the  calamitons  remlsIoDS  and  perilous  catas- 
trophes of  1814, 1819,  and  1887. 

And  That  is  the  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of 
tills  coarse,  so  ImperionslT  demanded  by  the 
safety  of  the  repablle,  end  the  velfue  m  the 
people,  and  so  earnestly  recommended  to  ns  1^ 
the  Chief  Uagistiate  V  Vhat  is  the  obstacle— 
vhat  the  power  that  oonntemdb  the  Ezeen- 
tive  reeommendation,  paralyzes  the  action  of 
Omgress,  and  stays  the  march  of  reform  ?  The 
banks — the  bank^tbe  banks,  are  this  obstacle, 
and  this  power.  They  set  np  the  pretension  to 
force  their  paper  into  tiie  Federal  Treasnry,  and 
to  force  tbemselTes  to  be  constituted  that  Treas- 
ury. Thongh  now  bankrapt,  their  paper  dis- 
honored, their  doors  closed  against  creditors, 
every  pnblio  and  every  private  obligation  vio- 
lated, still  they  arrogate  a  snpremaoy  over  this 
Federal  Government ;  they  demand  the  gnard- 
ianship  of  the  pnblio  moneys,  and  the  privily 
of  flimishing  a  Federal  oarrent^^ ;  and,  thon^ 
too  weak  to  pay  thdr  debts,  they  are  strong 
enough  to  throttle  this  Government,  and  to 
hold,  in  doubtAil  suspense,  the  issne  of  their 
vast  pretensions. 

And  what  new  power  is  this,  bo  formidable 
and  so  daring,  and  the  name  of  which  is  not 
seen  in  our  constitution  t 

Whence  its  origin,  its  progress,  and  its  pres- 
ent pretensions  t  Bir,  its  origin  is  humble ;  its 
first  progress  slow ;  its  vast  pretensions  of  re- 
cent date.  In  the  year  1780,  the  first  petition 
was  presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  confedera- 
tion fbr  the  estahlishment  of  a  bsnfc ;  ten  years 
afterwards  there  were  but  three  in  the  oonntry ; 
in  tw^ty  years  more,  there  were  <mly  a  few 
dozen :  now  neariy  a  thousand,  and  constantly 
mnltiplying.  The  first  petition  was  bottomed 
solely  upon  patriotism,  withont  the  least  design 
of  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  projectors,  and 
intended  wholly  to  aid  in  famishing  supplies  to 
a  detaohment  of  the  revolntionary  army.  I 
will  read  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress upon  that  petition,  that  the  Senate  may 
see  the  progress  which  banks  have  made  since 
that  day,  and  the  change  which  has  sinoe  taken 
place  in  their  character  and  views. 

CoHaans  or  thk  Comfedeutioh,  June  S9,  1780. 
Rtport  of  a  eommitUe. 
"  Whereas,  a  ntuaber  of  the  patriotic  dtisena  of 
Pennsylvania  have  commonioated  to  Congress  a 
liberal  offer,  on  their  own  credit,  and  by  tiieir  own 
ezertiooa,  to  wapplj  aiid  tnmqMrt  three  millioos  of 
ladtws,  and  three  hundred  hogdteads  of  rum,  for  the 
nse  of  the  uaaj^  and  have  etfablished  a  bank  for  the 
sole  pmpose  (X  obtaining  and  tranqxtrUng  the  said 
•api^ca  with  the  greater  fadlity  and  despatch ;  and 
whiveafl,  on  the  one  hand,  the  asaociators,  animated 
to  this  laudable  exertion  by  a  desire  to  relieve  the 
puMic  neoesatties,  mean  not  to  derive  from  it  the 
least  pecuniary  advantage,  so,  on  the  other,  It  is  just 
and  raasonaUa  that  they  dumld  be  fully  reimbursed 
aadittdMndAad:  Jktrifim,  ntttjMd,  That  Coftgri 


(mtertaia  a  high  sense  of  the  liberal  offer  of  the  said 
asaociatars  to  nuse  and  tiansport  the  beforfrmn- 
tioned  snpi^ies  for  the  anny,  and  do  accept  the  suae 
as  a  distinguished  piottf  if  their  patriotism.  £f 
»olved,fvrtAer,  That  tiie  futh  of  die  United  StiiH 
be^  and  the  same  hereby  is,  pledged  to  die  lobscriben 
to  the  add  bank,  for  thdr  efffeetual  rsmbunmaeut  in 
the  premises." 

Bndh  is  the  recent  and  hmnble  origin  of 
banking  in  this  country.  How  gieantic  has 
been  Its  pn^^ress  since  that  day  I  Jt  is  now  the 
predominating  power  in  oar  Ammica.  Great 
as  it  now  is,  what  mnst  it  be  in  a  few  years 
more,  if  it  oontinnee  growing  and  expanding  at 
the  same  rate!  What  must  it  be  in  a  few 
years,  if  it  succeeds  now  in  this  contest  with 
the  Federal  Government,  and  impoees  its  paper 
onrrency  upon  the  Federal  Treaisury,  and  con- 
tinues to  be  the  keef>er  of  the  puhlio  moneys  t 
The  administration  is  aoonsed  of  making  war 
npon  the  local  banki.  Was  it  war  tonve  them 
tortx  miUiona  ai  money  to  keepf  Was  it  war 
to  reoeive  tiielr  notas  m  payment  of  revenue  t 
Is  it  war  now  to  give  them  time  finr  the  pay- 
ment of  balances?  Is  it  war  upon  tiiem  to 
ask  to  be  separated  from  them!  Is  divwoe 
war  ?  Is  it  war  to  decline  receiving  their  paptt 
promises  instead  of  the  gtdd  and  silver  of  the 
constitution,  and  to  decline  the  fmiher  deposita 
of  public  money  with  them!  Is  it  warl  ITo, 
ur,  it  is  peace,  and  the  means  of  preserving 
peace.  It  is  concord  and  amity  that  this  Gov- 
ernment wants,  and  is  taking  the  eafest  way  to 
secure,  by  declining  to  have  any  more  eanses 
of  collision  with  them.  It  is  the  local  bmiks, 
and  especially  the  miscaHed  Bank  <tf  the  United 
States,  which  are  pnrsning  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, reftuing  to  let  her  altme^  oflbrinif  their 
notea  ibr  enrroioy,  and  their  vsnhs  Ibr  d^>oa- 
itoriea,  and  laboring  to  force  Uiese  fhvMs  npoa 
ns.  Iliis  is  the  state  of  the  oontrat.  The  local 
banks  are  the  actors,  the  pnrsuera,  the  assail- 
ants ;  the  Federal  Government  is  on  the  defence. 
All  she  asks  is  to  be  exempted  from  the  fhtore 
causes  of  collision  with  them.  They  have  in- 
curred the  penalties  of  seraratloo.  They  have 
incurred  the  penalties.  The  ve^  act  whidi 
created  them  depositories,  and  made  thdr  notes 
receivable,  denounced  the  loss  of  both  in  the 
event  of  filling  to  meet  their  liabilities  in  q)eoie. 
That  act  is  btttUttie  more  titan  one  year  old; 
it  was  not  a  year  old  when  the  condition  was 
violated,  and  which  ramuns  yet 'ri(dated.  -Sep- 
or^w  has  resulted  from  their  own  condoot ; 
separation  now  exists ;  cause  for  sepanticm  stiU 
continues ;  the  Government  says,  let  it  be  per- 
petual; the  banlts  aaynot  Beeeivensagiun; 
receive  ns  before  we  reform,  before  we  repent, 
before  we  make  amends ;  and  if  yon  do  not,  it 
is  war  upon  us.  This  is  the  stat«  of  the  contest 
between  the  Government  and  the  banks.  It  is 
attack,  or  at  all  events,  forcible  embrace  and 
conjunction  on  their  part;  it  is  defence  and 
refusal  on  ours. 

The  President,  in  his  Mesaage,  recommends 
ibnr  tidngs:  firrt,  to diaoontiane  the  leoeption 
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of  local  bank  paper  in  pajraent  of  fbdoral  dnes; 
seoondlj,  to  diaooQtintie  the  same  banks  as  de- 
pMttories  of. the  pabUc  moneins;  thirdly,  to 
make  the  fature  collection  and  disbntBement  of 
the  pablio  moneys  in  gold  and  siIt^  ;  fbnrthly, 
to  take  the  keeping  of  the  pnbUo  moneys  into 
the  hands  of  onr  own  officers. 

What  is  there  in  tiaa  bat  a  retnm  to  the 
Tords  and  meaning  of  the  oonstltnti<Hi,  and  a 
eonfiwnil^  to  the  practice  tit  the  Oovemment 
In  the.flrat  yean  of  jftvsident  Wadiington*s  ad- 
ninistration  ?  When  this  Federal  Government 
vas  first  formed,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  local  banks,  except 
three  north  of  the  Potomac  Bj  the  act 
ot  1780,  the  revennea  were  directed  to  be  col- 
lected in  "  gold  and  silver  coin  only; "  and  it 
vas  naaally  drawn  oat  of  the  hands  of  col- 
lectors by  drafts  drawn  upon  them,  payable 
at  si^ht  It  was  a  most  effectual  way  of 
drawing  money  out  of  their  hands;  far  more 
so  than  an  order  to  deposit  in  banks ;  for  the 
drafts  most  be  pud^  or  protested,  at  lof^t,  whUa 
the  ordOT  to  deposit  may  be  dndied  nnder  tot 
rions  pretexts. 

The  right,  and  the  obligatioa  ot  tiie  Govem- 
meot  to  keep  its  own  moneys  in  its  own  hands, 
resolts  from  first  principles,  and  from  the  great 
law  oi  setf-preeervation.  Every  thing  else  that 
belongs  to  her,  she  keeps  herself;  tarn,  why  not 
keep  that  also,  without  which  every  thing  else 
is  nothing  Arms  and  ships — ^provi^oos,  moni- 
tioDa,.aiia  sappliesof  every  kmd — are  kept  in 
the  hands  of  Government  officers;  money  is  the 
Hinew  of  war,  and  why  leave  this  anew  exposed 
to  be  cot  by  any  careless  or  &itfaless  hand! 
Money  is  the  sapport  and  existence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment the  breath  of  ita  nostrils,  and  why 
leave  this  support,  this  breath,  to  the  costody 
of  Aoseorer  whom  we  have  no  control  t  Bow 
absnrd  to  place  onr  ships,  onr  arms,  oor  mili- 
tary and  naval  .supplies  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  could  refose  to  deliver  them  when  re- 
quested, and  pat  the  Government  to  a  sait  at 
law  to  recover  their  possesu<m  ?  Everybody 
tbe  absurdity  ci  this;  bat  to  place  oar 
money  in  the  same  condition,  and  moreover  to 
sab^ect  it  to  the  vioisntades  of  trade,  and  the 
perils  of  hanking,  is  slill  more  absord ;  for  it  is 
the  life  blood,  without  which  the  Government 
cannot  liv^^the  oil,  withont  wUoh  no  part  of 
ita  machinery  can  move. 

England,  with  all  her  banks,  tmsts  none  ot 
them  with  die  odleotion,  keeping,  and  dishurae* 
ment  of  her  pnt^c  mmuiys.  The  Bank  of  i^ig- 
laod  is  pidd  a  q»eciAo  smn  to  manage  the  public 
debt;  bat  the  revenue  is  colleeted  wd  disbursed 
through  snbordinate  colleoton  and  receivera 
general;  and  these  receivers  general  are  not 
val{|eot  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  because  the  Gov- 
emment  will  not  suffer  its  revraiue  to  be  oper- 
ated upon  by  any  law  except  its  own  will.  In 
France,  snbordinate  oolleoCors  and  receivera 
general  collect,  keep,  and  disburse  the  pubUc 
•DkOMja.  If  they  deporat  any  thing  in  banks,  it 
is  at  tbdr  own  ri^  .  It  is  the  aame  thing  in 
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England.  A  bank  deposit  by  on  officer  is  at 
the  risk  of  himself  and  his  secarities.  Too 
much  of  the  perils  and  vlcismtudes  of  banking 
is  known  in  these  coaatries  to  permit  the  Gov- 
ernment ever  to  Jeopard  its  revenues  in  their 
keeping.  Alt  this  is  shown,  folly  and  at  larg& 
in  a  public  document  now  on  our  tables.  Aiid 
who  does  not  recognize  in  these  collectors  and 
receivers  general  m  France  and  England  the 
ancient  Roman  offices  of  quesstors  and  pro- 
qutestom?  .These  fiscal  officers  of  France  and 
England  are  derivations  from  the  Boman  insti- 
tutions ;  and  the  same  are  found  in  all  the  mod- 
em kingdoms  of  Eun^  whicb  were  formerly, 
like  France  and  Britain,  provinces  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  The  measure  before  tbe  Senate  is  to 
enable  ns  to  provide  for  our  fnture  safety,  by 
com|)lying  with  our  own  constitution, -and  con- 
forming to  the  practice  of  all  nations,  great  or 
small,  ancient  or  modem. 

Ooming  nearer  home,  and  looking  into  onr 
own  early  history,  what  were  the  "  continental 
treasnrera  **  of  the  oonfedH-ation,  and  the  "  pro- 
vinclal  treaanrers  and  collectors,"  provided  for 
as  eariy  as  Jnly,  1775,  but  an  imitaticn  at 
French  and  English  systems,  and  very  near  the 

?lan  which  we  propose  now  to  re-establish  t 
hese  continental  treasurers,  and  there  were 
two  of  them  at  first,  tbonui  afterwards  re- 
duced to  one,  were  the  receivers  general ;  the 
provincial  treasurers  and  coll  ec tore  were  their 
sabordlnates.  By  these  officers  the  public 
moneys  were  couected,  kept,  and  disbursed;' 
for  there  were  no  banks  then  I  and  all  Govern- 
ment drafts  were  drawn  directly  npon  these 
officers.  This  ^mple  plan  worked  well  daring 
the  Revolution,  and  afterwards,  until  ihe  new 
Government  was  fbrmed;  and  continaed  to  • 
work,  with  a  men  change  of  names  and  form^ 
daring  the  first  years  of  Vaahington^s  admin- 
istration, and  until  General  Hamilton's  bank 
machinery  got  into  play.  This  bill  only  pro- 
poses to  re-establish,  in  substance,  the  sytton 
of  the  Revduticnu  of  the  Congress  of  the  oon- 
federatiwi,  and  of  tbe  first  years  of  "Waahmg* 
t(m*s  administratioD. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  (Hr.  Wnionr  of  New 
York)  presents  the  detaus  of  the  plan  for  ac- 
complishing this  great  result.  That  bill  haa 
been  printed  and  read.  Ita  ^mplicity,  ecwomy, 
and  effidency  strike  the  sense  of  all  who  hear 
it,  and  annihilate  withant  argument,  tiie  most 
fwmidable  arguments  of  expense  and  patronage, 
which  had  been  conceived  against  it  The 
presmt  officers,  the  present  mmts,  and  one  or 
two  more  mints  in  the  South,  in  the  West,  and 
in  the  NorOi,  complete  the  plan.  There  will 
be  no  necessity  to  carry  masses  of  hard  money 
from  one  quarter  of  the  Union  to  Miotiicr. 
Government  drafts  will  make  the  traosfer  with- 
out moving  a  dollar.  A  Govcmiaent  draft 
upon  a  national  mint,  will  be  the  highest  order 
of  hills  of  exchange.  Money  wanted  by  tlie 
Government  in  one  plaoe,  will  be  cxdumged, 
through  menbantB,  fiv  mcm^  in  anotber  puioe. 
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Thus  it  has  been  far  thousands  of  years,  and 
will  forever  be.  We  rend  in  Oicero^s  letters 
Uiat,  when  he  was  Governor  of  Cilicia,  in  Asia 
Uinor,  he  directed  his  qumtor  to  deposit  the 
tribute  of  the  province  in  Aniiooh,  and  ex- 
cbango  it  for  money  in  Rorao  with  merchants 
engaged  in  the  Oriental  trade,  of  which  Antioch 
was  one  of  the  emporiums.  This  is  the  natural 
course  of  things,  and  is  too  obvious  to  require 
ozplonatioD,  or  to  admit  of  comment. 

Objections  are  taken  to  the  ci^iacity  of  the 
couDtry  to  famish  tlio  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  necessary  to  pay  the  revenues  of  the 
Government  in  coin.  It  is  supposed  there  is 
not  hard  money  enough  for  that  purpose  t  TMs 
olijection  induces  two  inquiries,  first,  how 
much  roecue  will  be  required  for  that  poipoae  I 
Seoondly,  what  Is  the  present  anunmt  in  tiie 
oountry,  uid  what  the  prospect  of  increase  t 
In  reply  to  the  first  of  these  inqoiries,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage, supposes  ten  millions  will  be  enoogh ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report 
upon  the  finances,  supposes  that  eight  or  ten 
millions  will  do.  Having  paid  some  atienUon 
to  this  point,  I  have  come  to  the'  conclusion 
that  the  one-fourth  port  of  the  amount  of  the 
annual  revenue  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
whole;  and  this  opinion  is  formed  upon  an 
observation  of  the  fact,  that  in  a  regular  state 
of  the  finances,  when  no  more  revenue  Is  raised 
than  the  Government  needs,  about  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  is  always  on  hand,  of  course  that 
not  more  than  one-fourth  is  token  out  of  oircu- 
li^on.  Upon  this  data,  a  revenue  of  twenty 
millions  wonld  require  but  five  millions  to  pay 
it ;  and  a  revenue  of  twenty-five  millions  would 
require  but  six  and  a  quarter  millions  to  meet 
it,  A  reduction  of  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  is  the  policy  of  the  administration; 
no  more  surpluses  is  the  language  of  the  repub- 
lican party.  About  twenty-five  millions  may, 
thereiove,  he  the  maximum ;  and  the  payment 
of  this  sum,  it  is  shown,  will  not  employ  above 
nx  or  seven  millions.  Kow,  what  is  tlie  ca- 
pacity of  the  oountry  to  fbrnish  this  amount  t 
Bow  much  specie  have  we,  and  wh^  is  the 
project  for  more!  It  is  weU  remembered  that 
dghty  millions  was  the  computed  supply  at  the 
end  (H  the  last  fiscal  year ;  t-o  that  amount  we 
have  to  add  the  increase  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  being  about  five  millions;  namely,  an 
excess  of  imports  over  exports  of  above  four 
millions,  and  the  coinage  of  near  a  million  of 
gold.  The  future  pro^ct  is  most  encouraging. 
The  export  of  specie  is  over ;  it  is  a  drug  in 
Ix)ndon ;  it  can  be  borrowed  there  at  2i  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  three  per  cent,  is  a  com* 
mon  interest.  What  has  been  forced  out  is 
ready  to  flow  back.  A  large  import  must  be 
expected ;  and  if  this  bill  passes  to  ioOTease  the 
demand  for  it  at  home,  and  if  the  suspending 
banks  are  made  to  resume  payment,  not  less 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars  may 
be  enected  within  the  ensuing  year.  This, 
tlieii,  u  our  condition  j  upwards  of  eighty  mil- 


lions now  in  the  country,  and  the  means  in  our 
power  to  increase  it  lately.  Kow,  oanaot  a 
revenue  of  twenty-five  miUions,  which  irffl 
never  reouira  a  greater  amoimt  than  six  or 
seven  millions  to  be  taken  out  <tf  dnmlation  at 
any  one  time ;  cannot  such  a  revenue  be*  met 
from  these  resources?  I  say  it  can ;  and  I  aay 
this  upon  data,  and  will  exhibit  ^at  data  to  the 
Senate,  that  they  may  judge  of  the  oorreotoess 
of  my  opinion.  First,  I  tue  the  evidence  fur- 
mshod  by  the  history  of  our  own  oountry.  The 
first  revenue  act  of  1789  prescribed  '*  and 
»lver  coin  only  "  for  the  payment  of  uie  Fed- 
eral revenue ;  the  revenue  was  then  about  four 
and  a  half  mUUons  of  dollars ;  and  the  whole 
amount  of  specie  in  ih»  Union  was  estimated  at 
ten  millions  (tf  dollara.  Here  tibea  was  a  rev- 
enue, neaiiy  half  the  amount  vi  weoto  in  12ie 
country,  ordered  to  be  collected  m  apeoie.  I 
^>eak  of  the  law  which  ordered  it  to  be  so  coI> 
lected,  and  to  which  there  was  no  oljeotkni,  on 
account  of  the  inadequacy  of  nwd^  titbvt  in 
Congress  or  out  of  Congress.  The  reveirae  was 
paid  without  complunt,  and  withont  diffionhy, 
and,  in  all  ^babUity,  did  not  abstract,  at  one 
time,  a  million  of  dollars-  from  circulation. 
General  Hamilton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, permitted  notes  of  banks  to  be  received. 
Cwtainly  he  did,  and,  ^mt  as  certainly,  for  no 
reason  founded  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  ^>e<»e 
circulation  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment His  reasons,  ai  aeen  in  Ms  n^oit  to 
Congress,  were  altogether  of  a  diffiarent  elaaa; 

were  to  enal^  the  banks  to  increase  thwr 
paper  eiroulatitm ;  to  increase  paper  money; 
and  to  difitase  it  generally  over  the  Union. 
There  were  then  but  three  banks  in  the  United 
States,  and  those  three  to  the  north  of  the  Po- 
tomac; they  issued  no  small  notes;  their  aggre- 
gate circulation  was  inconsiderable ;  and  it  was 
the  plan  of  Goieral  Hamilton  to  increase  their 
number,  and  difEUse  their  paper.  This  was  his 
reason  for  admittinir  bonk  paper  to  be  received ; 
and  to  do  so,  he  had  to  uulli^,  by  construction, 
the  dear  enactment  of  positive  law. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  I  fhmish  is  drawn 
firom  the  history  of  Englaad,  in  the  reign  oi 
William  IIL,  immediatdy  preisedUig  the  eatab- 
Ushment  of  the  Bank  of  En^and,  and  the  in- 
trodnction  of  the  paper  sysein,  and  the  funding 
^stem,  into  that  kingdom.  The  taxes  were 
wen  four  millions,  and  the  spede  of  the  king- 
dom sixteen  millions.  These  taxes  were  ipiaa. 
without  difficulty ;  for  they  prolobly  did  not 
abstract  one  million  sterling  from  circulatioii. 
The  last  data  I  ahall  produce  is  from  the  history 
of  France,  during  the  first  administration  of 
!N'eckar,  which  about  covered  the  period  of  our 
Itevolntion.  I  speak  of  the  first  administration 
of  Neckar,  and  when  the  finanoes  o$  France 
were  in  a  re«;nlar  state,  and  not  of  his  subse- 
quent adminisbvtioo,  when  the  extravagaaoM 
of  the  day  and  the  subaervienoe  of  the  miniattti 
Oaloone  and  Brienno  had  involved  those  finances 
in  a  rain  from  which  the  talents  of  Keokar 
oould  not  extricate  them.  What  waa  the  rev- 
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eaoe  and  the  Bpeoie  oinmlotion  of  Franoe  at 
that  time?  I  say  speoie  oiroulatioo;  for  the 
ICiaussippi  aoheme  of  John  Law  had  cored  the 
natioa  oi  p<fier  moaoj,  until  the  assigiiats  of 
the  Rev^otiou  came  upon  the  stage,  and  lived 
tJidir  brief  day.  What  -raa,  the  revenue^  and 
the  q>ecid  ciroalatwn  oat  of  whioh  it  waa  paid, 
in  the  pronerooi  period  of  the  Freneh  flaaneea 
to  wfau&  Ihave  aUodedf  Twen^-two  mil* 
lifHiB  aterliog  of  rerenoe ;  about  110,000,000  <tf 
doUara ;  and  ninety  nullions  aterUng  of  circula- 
tion ;  about  460,000,000  of  dollars.  This  rast 
revenue,  aqnal  to  «w-foarth  of  the  whole  cir- 
onlatloD,  waa  regularly  pud ;  and  this  estab- 
liahea  the  only  point  for  which  I  refer  to  it. 
Kow,  to  ai^ly  tl^  hi^^ical  experience  to  oar 
own  coontry,  and  to  the  present  time:).  Our 
revenue  may  be  about  25,000,000 ;  one-fonrth 
of  that  lom  will  pay  it ;  we  have  upwards  of 
eighty  milliona  of  speoie  in  the  country,  annool- 
ly  increasing,  and  certain  to  increase  to  the  ut- 
most extent  <^  <nir  wants,  if  we  create  a  demand 
fbr  it.  One  hundred  millions  of  exportable 
pTodoetiona  will  bring  back  Just  aamuon  specie 
as  the  oouotry  wants.  The  objectitnif  then,  to 
the  inadequaoy  of  the  ^eoie  in  the  conntry 
fiilla  to  the  ground.  We  have  more  than 
enou^  for  that  purpose.  We  have  but  two 
branches  of  rerenue— 4he  lands  and  t^e  oostoms, 
and  both  voluntary  sources  of  income ;  for  no 
person  is  under  compulsion  to  pnrchase  the 
public  lands,  and  no  one  is  under  compulsion 
to  in^HMi  foreign  goods.  These  are  the  souroea 
of  our  revenues.  Their  payment  ia  voluntary ; 
and  even  daring  this  summer,  since  the  suspen- 
noa  of  qwde  payments,  the  income  from  one 
ai  theae  aoareea  ^he  lands)  has  been  equal  to 
the  best  yean  before  the  two  great  years  of 
VeoalatiuL  I  will  answer  tor  Ifaia  branch  of 
revenue^  Bring  the  new  lands  into  market, 
and  rednee  the  piioa  of  the  old  lands,  and  the 
Government  will  get  ten  or  twelve  millions  of 
gold  and  rilver  finxu  them  in  the  next  year. 

I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  whole  of  this 
^gh^  millions  ia  not  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
people ;  that  much  of  it  is  looked  up  in  the 
vaults  of  the  banks.  But  this  is  temporary;  it 
cannot  last  much  Icnger;  public  opiidon  is  om- 
nipotent, and  most  prevail;  that  opinion  is 
against  tiie  conduct  of  the  banks ;  and  in  the 
nramas  of  it  they  moat  aee  thdr  own  doom. 
Their  vaults  are  shot,  but  their  eyes  most  be 
f^eung;  and  with  these  eyes  they  most  begin 
to  see  what  the  public  b  beginning  to  think  of 
a  banldi^  system  which,  in  a  season  of  peace, 
tranquillity,  and  general  prosperity,  and  with  a 
huDored  mUliraia  of  exports,  and  four  times  as 
much  apecifl  as  ever  was  in  the  country  before, 
are  either  unable,  or  uiwillin^  to  meet  any 
part  of  their  obligations  in  specie — even  to  pay 
ont  picayunes — and  have  driven  the  people  to 
the  use  of  irredeemable  paper  and  diinplasters, 
and  the  Federal  Government  itself  to  an  issue 
<tf  IVeasory  notes. 

We  are  taunted  with  these  Treasury  notes;  it 
Beans  to  be  matter  of  tiinm^  that  ma  Qovem- 


ment  is  rednood  to  the  necessity  of  issuing 
them ;  bat  with  what  justice  ?  And  how  soon 
can  any  Government  that  wishes  it,  emerge 
from  the  wretchedness  of  depreciated  paper, 
and  stand  erect  on  the  solid  foundations  of  gtdd 
and  nlver  ?  How  long  will  it  take  any  respect- 
able QovemmenL  that  so  wills  i1^  to  aecom- 
^Ish  tUs  mat  onanget  Oar  own  history,  at 
the  dose  w  the  BevMotion,  anaweis  the  qoee- 
tion ;  and  more  recwtly,  and  more  strikinf^y, 
the  history  ot  Franoe  answers  It  also.  I  meik 
of  the  French  finances  from  1800  to  1807 ;  from 
the  commenoement  of  the  Gonsolate  to  the 
peace  of  Tilsit.  This  wonderfol  period  is  re^ 
plete  with  iostrnction  on  the  mbjeot  of  finance 
and  correney.  The  whole  period  ia  full  of  in- 
struction ;  but  I  oah  only  seize  two  views — the 
b^inniog  and  the  end — and,  for  the  sake  of 
preoiuon,  will  read  what  I  propoee  to  present. 
I  read  from  Bignon^  author  of  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  history  of  France  daring  the  Oon- 
suate  and  the  first  years  of  the  empire ;  writ- 
ten at  the  twrtimwrtary  request  of  the  Emperor 
himselC 

After  stating  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
republic  were  six  hundred  millions  of  franco— 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  miDitms  of  doUara 
— when  Bonaparte  became  First  Oonscl,  the 
historian  proceeds: 

'*  At  his  uiival  at  power,  a  sum  of  160,000  francs 
in  money  [about  $83,000]  was  all  that  the  publio 
cboets  oonUiaed.  •  •  •  •  • 
In  the  imposNbility  of  meeting  the  current  service 
by  the  ordinary  receipts,  the  IMrectorioI  Gorenunent 
bod  resorted  to  miaous  expedients,  and  had  thrown 
into  drcnlaidon  bills  various  values,  and  whidi 
sunk  upon  the  spot  fifty  to  ei^tj  per  cent  A  put 
of  the  arreara^  had  been  disduiged  in  biHs  two- 
thirds  on  credit  payable  to  the  bearer,  but  which,  in 
&ct,  the  Treasury  was  not  able  to  pay  when  due.  The 
remaining  third  had  been  inscribed  in  the  great  book, 
under  the  name  of  consolidated  third.  For  the  ptj* 
ment  of  the  fbreed  reqnidtloDs  to  wUdi  dm 
been  otdiged  to  hare  reeomsa,  there  had  been  bsued 
billsreoeivaUelnp^mentof  tberevMraea.  nnaUy, 
the  GoTcnunent,  in  order  to  satlBQr  the  most  impe* 
rious  wants,  gave  orders  upon  the  recovers  genera, 
delivered  In  advance  to  contractors,  which  Uiey  ne- 
gotiated before  they  began  to  fumish  the  sufqilles 
for  wtiicb  they  were  the  payment" 

This,  resumed  Vr.  6.,  was  the  condition  of 
the  French  finances  when  Bonaparte  became 
first  Consul  at  the  close  of  the  vear  1T99.  The 
correney  was  in  the  same  condition — no  specie 
— a  degraded  correney  of  asMgnats,  ruinously 
depreciated,  and  issoed  as  low  as  ten  sons. 
That  great  man  immediately  b^an  to  restore 
order  to  the  finances,  and  solidity  to  the  cur- 
rency. Happily  a  peace  of  three  years  enabled 
him  to  complete  the  great  work,  before  he  was 
called  to  celebrate  the  immortal  campaigns  end- 
ing at  Austerlitz,  Jena,  and  Friedland.  At  the 
ena  of  three  years — before  the  rapture  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens — the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy were  restored  to  order  and  to  solidity ;  and, 
at  the  end  of  six  yean,  when  the  vast  establish- 
ments,  and  the  internal  ameliorations  of  the 
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Imperial  Government,  had  carried  the  annual 
expenses  to  eight  hnndred  millions  of  francs, 
about  one  hnndred  and  azty  millions  of  dollars; 
tiie  same  historian  copying  the  words  of  the 
2tinister  of  Finance,  thns  speaks  of  the  IVeas- 
luy,  and  the  currency : 

*'  The  reaouTcea  of  the  State  had  increased  beyond 
its  wants ;  the  public  diesis  are  full ;  all  payments 
are  made  at  the  day  named ;  the  Mden  upon  the 
pubUo  Treasory  bare  become  the  moat  approved  bills 
of  ezdiaiige.  *  *  The  finances  are  in*the 
most  happy  condidon:  TtsnoB  alone,  among  aU  the 
States  <tf  Europe,  faaTing  no  paper  sumey." 

What  a  pictore  1  how  simply,  how  powerftiUy 
drawn  1  and  what  a  change  in  six  years  I  Pnb- 
lio  chests  fnll ;  payments  made  to  the  day ;  or- 
ders on  the  Treasnrr  the  best  bills  of  exchange; 
Prance  alone,  of  all  Europe,  ha^ng  no  paper 
money ;  meaidng  no  Government  paper  money, 
far  man  irm  bank  notes  one  hnndred 
francs  and  one  thousand  francs.  A  GoTem- 
ment  revenue  oi  one  hnndred  and  sixty  millions 
oC  doDara  waa  pud  in  gold  and  silver ;  a  hard- 
money  cnrrency,  of  five  hnndred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollai^,  utorated  all  parts  of  France 
with  specie,  and  made  gold  and  silver  the 
every-diay  currency  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  me  empire.  These  great  results  were 
the  work  of  six  years,  and  were  accomplished 
by  tihe  simple  process  of  gradnally  reqniring 
hard-money  payments;  gradaally  calling  in  the 
asstgnots ;  increasing  l^e  branch  mints  to  four- 
teen, and  limiting  the  Bai^  of  France  to  an  is- 
sue of  lairge  notes — five  hundred  francs  and  up- 
wards. ^Diis  dmple  procesBprodnoed  these  re- 
endts,  and  thus  stands  tibe  Yreneh  currency  at 
this  day;  for  the  nation  has  had  the  wisdom  to 
leave  nntooched  the  financial  syst^  of  Bonar 
parte.  I  have  repeatedly  given  it  as  my  opin- 
ion— ^many  of  my  speeches  declare  it — tiiot,  the 
French  currency  is  the  best  in  the  world.  It 
has  hard  money  for  the  Gk>vemment;  hard 
money  for  the  common  dealings  of  the  peo^e ; 
and  large  notes  for  large  transactions.  This 
cnrrency  has  enabled  France  to  stand  two  in- 
vasions—the rava^g  of  800,000  men — two 
changes  of  dynasty,  and  the  payment  of  a  mil- 
liard of  contributions;  and  all  withont  any 
ctonmotion  or  convulsion  in  tnAa.  It  has  sav- 
ed her  teom  the  remUmu  whloh  have  afflicted 
TWiui^  and  onr  America  toe  so  many  years. 
It  has  saved  her  from  expanrions,  contractions, 
and  rainons  finctoations  of  price.  It  has  saved 
her,  for  near  forty  years,  from  a  debate  on  cur- 
rency. It  has  saved  her  oven  from  the  knowl- 
edge of  our  sweet-scented  phrases,  "  sound  cnr- 
rency, nnsonnd  cnrrency ;  plethoric,  dropsical, 
inflated,  bloated ;  the  money  market  tight  to-day, 
a  little  easier  this  morning ;  "  and  all  such  ver- 
biage, which  the  bal>erdafiner's  boys  repeat.  It 
has  saved  France  ttom  even  a  discussion  on 
onrrency ;  while  in  Eogland,  and  with  ns,  it  is 
hanks  I  banks  I  banks!  morning,  noon,  and 
i^ht;  break&st,  dinner,  and  sapper;  levant 
amd  ocHudiant;  sitting,  w  standing;  «t  home, 
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or  abroad ;  steamboat,  or  railroad  oar ;  in  Co^ 
gross,  or  ont  of  Ooogreae,  it  is  all  the  same 
thing;  banks!  banks!  banks  1  currency!  cur- 
rency I  onirenoy  1  meaning,  all  ttie  while,  pa- 
per money  and  Bhin|daBtera;  nntil  our  veiy 
brains  seem  aa  if  ihej  would  be  oanvwted  into 
lampblack  and  rags. 

llie  Senator  from  New  York,  (ICr.  Taix- 
HASOB,)  in  his  Twy  aUe  speech,  has  ref«md  to 
the  overthrow  of  Bonaparte,  effected  by  the 
paper  system  of  En^^and.  Without  g<^ng  into 
the  question  of  the  causes  of  that  overthrow — 
without  looking  to  tile  ice  of  Rnssda  and  the 
non-arrival  of  Gronchy  on  the  field  of  Water- 
loo, and  withont  considering  the  nnmeroos  in- 
cidents, often  trivial  in  themselves,  on  which  the 
fate  of  battles  and  of  empires  depend — ^it  will 
be  sufficient  to  consider  wliat  woud  have  been 
the  fate  of  this  paper  system  of  England,  it 
like  the  eyst^  of  France,  it  had  been  exposed 
to  the  shoc^  of  invaeions,  oonqneets,  and 
changes  of  dynasty ;  md,  leaving  out  this  sup- 
posed view,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  look  at  it 
under  its  real  aspect,  and  to  see  its  present 
effects  on  the  oondititm  of  the  British  empire. 
What  are  those  efFeotst  They  are,  in  brief,  aa 
increase  of  taxes  from  1694,  when  the  Bank  of 
England  was  (bartered,  from  four  millions  ster^ 
ling  (twenty  millloos  of  dollars)  to  forty-flve 
millions  sterling,  (two  hnndred  and  twenty-five 
millions  of  dollars ;)  an  increase  of  the  public 
debt  from  twenty-one  millions  five  hnndred 
and  fifteen  thonsand  seven  hnndred  and  forty- 
two  pounds,  thirteen  sliillings,  eight  penoe,  and 
two  nuthings,  (to  be  precise,)  la  round  n ambers 
about  one  hundred  millions  ct  dollars,  to  near 
nine  hundred  millions  steAna,  or  foor  thooaand 
five  hnndred  mffllona  of  dollars;  and  the  in- 
crease of  pauperism,  nntil  tiiree  mfllicms 
people  grace  the  list.  These  are  some,  for  I 
omit,  as  too  well  known,  the  average  septennial 
oonvnlsions  of  that  ^stem ;  these  are  some  of 
the  evils  of  the  paper  system  in  England.  But 
take  another  view ;  take  some  points  of  com- 
parison between  the  national  expenditures 
France  and  England,  when  contending  together, 
and  see  how  the  acoonnt,  in  point  of  eoon<Hny 
between  paper  money  and  hard  money,  will 
stand.  Let  ns  take  the  year  1800,  when  Ei^ 
land  was  subiidirinK  Bussia  and  otlier  powers 
against  France,  and  when  the  great  Emperor 
frustrated  tiie  eflbot  oi  all  these  snbddles,  and 
e<»iBOlidated  his  powor  by  the  victory  of  Fried- 
land,  and  the  peace  of  TiHt  What  were  the 
expenses  of  the  two  contending  empires  for 
that  year  f  They  were  these:  For  England 
one  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two 
millions  of  francs,  (about  three  hundred  and 
sixty  millions  of  dollars;)  for  France,  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  eight  millions  of  franca, 
(aliont  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;)  in  other  words,  the  expenses  of  En^and 
exceeded  those  of  France  by  aoout  one  thousand 
millions  of  francs,  or  two  hnndred  millions  of 
ddlars.  Snch  was  the  difference  between  the 
eoonon^  of  p^Mrmoii^  and  hard  money;  and 
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tbe  flame  proportkm  holds  good  in  werj  sta- 
tloii  in  HfSa,  tbe  Emperor  and  his  etI^n^e, 
to  the  vraaherwomaa  and  her  boosehold. 

The  unendment  now  depending,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Soatb  Carolina,  (Mr. 
CAxaotm,)  is  the  Bame  in  substanoe  with  the 
biil  whic^  I  bronght  in  npwards  of  a  year  ago, 
to  re-establish  the  onrrenoy  of  tbe  constitntion 
for  the  Federal  Qoremment.  ■  That  bill  was 
in  these  worda : 

"  That  btuk  notes  and  paper  .curreocy  of  every 
descriptioa  shall  cease  to  lecored,  or  offered  in 
psyment,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
Post  OGBce,  or  in  fees  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  as  follows :  of  less  denomination  than  twen^ 
dollani,  none  shall  be  so  offered  after  the  8d  day 
B^oh,  1837 ;  of  leas  denomlmatloD  than  fifty  doUars, 
none  after  the  M  day  of  Harch,  18S8 ;  of  leas 
denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars,  none  after 
the  8d  day  of  Matdi,  1889 ;  of  leas  denomination 
Uian  fire  hni^red  doQaia,  iKme  after  the  8d  day  of 
March,  1840 ;  of  leas  dennml  nation  than  one  tboo- 
aand  doUan,  none  after  tbe  8d  day  of  March,  1841 ; 
and  nme  <K  any  denu^natkHi  ftna  and  afka  the  Sd 
day  of  March,  1842. 

"Sao.  a.  Aitdb»itJitrti4renaeUd^T!bainjpti- 
mm  lulcUng  an  appointment  under  the  laws  of  tbe 
Umted  States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public 
mpneys,  whiui  person  or  bank  ehall  neglect,  evade, 
violate,  contraTeoe,  or  in  any  way  elude,  or  attempt 
to  elude,  the  proTiBloaa  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of 
an  oflbnoe  agidnst  the  laws ;  and  the  person  go  offbnd- 
ing  shall  beUahle  to  be  dismissed  from  tbe  serrice, 
and  the  bank  so  ofltendii^  shall,  on  satla&ctory  in- 
formatton,  be  diaeontfained  aa  a  depoiitory  of  pnbUe 
moneys." 

The  only  direct  aotuxi  oi  this  bill  would  bare 
been  on  tue  reodpta  of  the  Eedwal  Treaaory. 
It  has  beat  eztaunrdy  roproaented  aa  a  bill  to 
hiqMM  hard  money  npon  the  States,  but  aaoh 
la  not  ita  character,  but  the  rererae;  It  waa  to 

{»reT6nt  tbe  local  pweniof  the  States  from  being 
mpoaed  «i  the  Fewral  GoTemment  Its  in- 
direct and  oonflet^nential  action  has  been  to 
increaae  the  BpeAie  oiroalatioa  of  the  whole 
Union  by  oreaUng  a  demand  f6r  it  Tbe  pres- 
ent amendment  will  operate  the  same  wb^  ;  it 
will  increase  tbe  quantity  of  hard  money  every- 
where. Tet  two  objections,  neither  of  them 
well  founded,  and  each  inconsistent  with  Uie 
otiier,  have  been  taken  to  it;  one  is,  that  it 
prop<»ea  to  take  tbe  better  currency  for  the 
Govenmient,  and  leave  the  baser  to  the  pet^; 
tbe  other  ki,  diat  it  is  going  to  impose  tiiis 
better  cnrreiMjy  opoo  tbe  people  also ;  and  so 
destroy  all  paper  money  at  onoe,  rednoe  every- 
thing to  the.specie  standard,  and  min  all  debt* 
ora.  Each  of  these  oljeotiona  are  equally  nn* 
founded.  Taken  singly,  they  are  each  erro- 
neous ;  taken  tc^ther,  as  we  often  find  them 
in  the  same  apenoh,  uid  they  b^ong  to  that 
class  of  arguments  which  the  Ic^oiana  call  the 
arffumentum  ad  ignorantiam :  that  is  to  say, 
an  argament  addressed  to  tbe  euppoaed  igno* 
ranee  <rf  the  hearera  This  class  of  aivnments 
baa  beat  freely  used     gMttlanen  <rf  tbe  OCT"- 


dtion  for  a  long  time ;  with  what  effect  tbe  is- 
ane  of  the  eleetKMM  has  <rften  told.  It  is  time  to 
quit  it,  and  to  addresa  the  inteUigenoe  of  tbe 
community.  Take  the  better  eurrency  to  itself. 
Why,  the  Oovemment  does  not  eat  the  money, 
hut  pays  itback  again  the  next  day  to  the  people. 
Impose  hard  money  npon  tbe  States!  The 
mere  reading  of  tbe  amendment,  or  my  bill, 
which  is  tbe  same  in  substance,  oisproves  the 
aasertvNL  No,  the  efibet  d  tbe  measure  wUl 
be  to  increaae  the  giM  and  ^ver  coronlatiiHi 
for  the  whole  oountiy.  Thus  it  baa  been  al- 
ready. FWe  yeara  ago  we  began  our  ^atem 
of  measnres  to  revive  tbe  gold  currency,  and  to 
increase  the  q>ecue  circulation.  There  waa  then 
twenty  milliona  ctf  aUver  in  the  ootratry,  and  no 
gold  -,  there  ia  now  npwarda  of  eighty  milliona,  of 
wbiob  fifteen  is  gold.  True,  the  oanka  have  sup* 

Eressed  all  this  circulation  for  the  present ;  they 
ave  shut  down  tbe  batobee  npon  tiie  whole  of 
it ;  but  this  Boppreadtm  oannot  ocmUmie  much 
longer.  The  law  of  the  land,  or  of  public  onin* 
ion,  will  soon  prevail,  iid  these  institntixms 
will  have  to  aubmit.  The  bill  before  the 
ate  diq»enaea  with  the  fortber  nae  (d  banka  aa 
deporitoriea  (rf  the  pnblio  mfmeyB.  In  that  it 
baa  my  hearty  Qwearreuoe.  Four  timee  here- 
t^sTtm,  and  on  four  diffiarrat  oeoariona,  I  have 
made  propomtions  to  accomplish  a  part  of  tbe 
same  purpose.  First,  in  propo^ng  an  amend- 
ment to  tiie  deposit  bill  of  16S6,  by  which  the 
mint,  and  the  branch  mints,  were  to  be  inclnd- 
ed  in  the  list  of  deporitories ;  seecxidly,  in  prO' 
posing  that  the  poblio  mweys  here,  at  tlie  seat 
of  Qovemment,  should  be  kept  and  paid  out  by 
the  Treasorer ;  thirdly,  by  proporing  that  a  pre* 
forenoCi  in  receiving  the  deports,  should  be 
given  to  snob  banks  as  should  cease  to  be  banks 
of  drculatiott ;  fourthly,  in  oppoaing  the  estab- 
liahment  of  a  bank  agency  in  Huaoml  and 
proponng  that  the  mooeya  there  abonld  be 
drawn  direct  from  the  bands  of  tbe  receivers. 
Three  of  these  proporitiona  are  now  indnded 
in  tbe  bill  before  the  Senate ;  and  tbe  whole 
object  at  which  they  partially  umed  is  fuOy 
embraced.  I  am  for  the  measure,  fully,  cor- 
dially, earnestly  for  it 

Some  Senators  aappoae  that  it  will  be  a  great 
injury  to  iba  local  banks  to  refbse  their  notes 
in  revenue  payments ;  I  tiiink  otherwise,  and 
that  it  wiU.  be  a  great  injury  to  receive  them ; 
for  they  will  be  taken  out  of  circtilation,  and 
returned  in  maaaes  on  the  banks  for  redemp- 
tion. They  cannot  be  paid  oat  by  tbe  Govern- 
ment, and,  therefore,  will  have  to  be  presented 
for  rednnption  to  tlw  banka.  Tbe  act  of  1886 
enta  them  off  from  «J1  pi^menta  from  the  Fed- 
eral Oovemment^  or  the  post  c^oea.  That  aet 
contdna  three  limltationB  upon  the  payment 
of  these  notes :  first,  no  note  nnder  twenty 
dollars  ia  to  be  paid  out ;  and  that  oats  off  the 
greater  number :  secondly,  no  note  is  to  be  paid 
ont  whidi  ia  issued  at  one  place,  and  made  pay- 
able at  another ;  thirdly,  no  note  of  any  kind  is 
to  be  paid  ont,  nnleas  it  is  equal  to  gold  ai^ 
nlver  at  the  pbce  where  offmd,  and  convert- 
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ible  into  specie  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  and  vithont  low  or  delay  to  him. 
This  is  Uie  strongest  limitadoa,  and  cats  off  all 
payment  in  notes  onleM  where  the  bank  itoelf 
IB  dtnoted.  The  three  limitatiaia  talnn  toge- 
ther, and  they  are  all  in  fhU  force,  cat  off  buik 
paper  Srtm  neaiiy  every  payment  to  be  made, 
either  by  the  United  States  or  by  the  Post 
Office  Deportment. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  exhaust  this  snlyeot ;  I 
only  toQoh  the  leading  objectitMU  to  the  farther 
nse  of  banlE  notes  by  the  QoTermnent,  and  the 
ftitore  nse  of  banks  as  deporitories  of  pnblio 
moneys.  It  is  a  pmctace  fraught  with  diisehief 
to  both  parties,  and  has  been  ao  proved  by  re- 
peated experience.  To  receive  the  notes  of 
banks  for  reveoue,  if  they  are  to  be  paid  in 
sood  &itfa,  is  merdy  to  take  them  out  of  circn- 
ulion,  and  return  them  in  masses  for  redemp- 
ti<m,  to  the  great  peril  and  alarm  of  the  bank. 
V  they  are  not  to  be  pidd,  their  reoript  is  a 
frond  npoa  the  Govenimeiit.  Bo  said 
Orawfbrd,  when  be  was  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  when  members  of  Congress,  mardiing 
In  colnnms  upon  him,  backed  by  Iwislative  pe- 
titions, were  demanding  tills  privdege  for  so 
many  local  banks.  Importnnity  and  l^i^slative 
interterenoe  most  nsnally  previdled ;  and  In  al- 
most every  instance  to  tha  iqjory  of  the  bank, 
and  to  the  loss  of  the  Government.  Bo  will  it 
be  again,  if  the  practice  is  resmned. 

Again :  It  is  tempting  the  banks  into  ruinous 
expansions,  thus  to  give  thou  the  credit  and  the 
donuUn  of  the  Didted  Btatea  to  bank  upon. 
They  put  out  flooda  of  notea,  becanse  reeeiva- 
bility  at  the  cuaUm-honae,  the  land-offloe,  and 
iba  post  office,  gives  them  credit  and  einmla- 
tion.  After  scane  months,  pay-day  comes. 
Federal  credit,  which  got  the  notes  into  circn- 
lation,  will  not  pay  them ;  the  bank  stops ;  de- 
I»edation  ensnes ;  the  Ion  &Il8  up<m  the  Oov- 
emment,  and  upon  the  oninformed  holders  of 
(he  notes. 

Again :  It  is  a  false  credit  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  whole  issues  of  any  hank 
whose  paper  is  so  received.  It  is  endorsement 
without  responsibility.  People  take  it,  becanse 
the  Government  takes  it ;  and  when  the  bank 
ftilfl,  the  Government  does  not  indemnify  thoae 
who  have  been  deoMved  by  an  endorsement, 
valid  for  dec^tkm,  and  invaud  fbr  reapanaifaa- 
Ity. 

Again :  Hob  Government  reoeivablKty  ena^ 
bles  notes  to  stray  from  their  known  orbit  of 
Isolation ;  to  go  off  into  distant  parts,  where 
they  are  unknown ;  to  live  there  awhile  in  the 
mnshine  of  Federal  fkvor ;  to  droulate  awhile 
on  land-offlce  and  custom-house  cre^t;  and, 
finally,  to  sink  as  insolvents  upon  the  hands  of 
strangers. 

Again :  There  must  be  selection  of  banks,  or 
nniversaUty  of  reception.  If  selection,  then  fa- 
voritiqn,  patronage,  caprice — r^isal  to-day, 
reception  to-morrow-— imposition  on  some,  un- 
due advantage  to  others— oome  into  play.  If 
reoeivabilitylB  univwsal,  then  a  thoosond  banks 


now  in  existence,  and  thousands  more  to  be 
created,  all  become  furnishers  of  Federal  cm^ 
rency ;  and  in  a  few  years  the  poblio  lands  ate 
chai^;ed  into  papei^the  custom-house  revenue 
becomes  a  bale  of  pi^ier — and  this  paper  worth 
as  little  oi  it  wontd  be  if  it  was  deoonmosed 
and  restored  to  Ite  wi^nol  state  of  lanqiolack 
ondro^ 

Again :  To  take  the  pnunissory  notes  of  the 
banks  for  lands,  customs,  and  poetagesj  is  to  ex- 
tend a  credit  to  the  banks  wuoh  u  denied  to 
the  oommmiity.  The  farmer  is  required  to  pay 
ready  money  for  the  public  lands ;  but  if  the 
note  of  the  bank  is  received,  this  is  a  credit  to 
the  bank — a  credit  to  a  barren  moneyed  corpo- 
ration, which  is  denied  to  a  productive,  merito- 
rious citizen.  The  same  of  postages ;  and  the 
same  is,  in  some  degree,  the  case  at  the  custom- 
honsei  now,  and  will  be  flilly,  when  ready 
money  payments  are  required  there,  aa  another 
bill  before  the  Senate  now  pn^HMes. 

Again :  To  make  the  bonks  dqwdtoirifls  of 
our  moneys,  InvcAvea  the  oae,  or  the  prdiiU* 
tion  of  the  use,  of  theoe  moneys.  If  the 
mer,  then  the  revenues  are  aa  mooh  Jeoparded 
as  ever ;  if  the  latter,  then  the  Iwik  naa  no 
benefit  from  the  deposit 

Again :  To  continne  these  banks  as  deposi- 
tories, is  to  create  an  Interest — a  powerful,  ac- 
tive, concentrated  interest,  in  Cloogress  and  oat 
of  Congress — in  favor  of  high  taxes  and  low 
appropnations.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  such  an  interest  daring  the  whole 
time  of  its  existence.  It  was  the  ally  of  high 
tari^  and  the  enemy  of  apwopriatim  bilk 
Its  prindple  of  action  was,  take  front  the  peo- 

{de,  and  leove  wHh  usi  and  so  it  will  be  with  a 
eague  of  local  depository  banks.  Their  presi- 
dents and  directors ;  their  stockholders  and  at- 
torneys, wltib  all  their  friends  and  debtors,  wiH 
be  a  milt,  to  keepup  taxes  and  to  keep  down 
appropriations.  The  Ghnremment  should  not 
create,  for  itself  and  fiir  the  petqde,  ao  ftwDdda- 
ble  an  antagonist 

The  friends  of  the  bonks  treat  it  as  their  ruin, 
as  a  grievous  outrage  and  indigni^,  for  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  refhse  to 
take  their  notes,  and  to  reftise  to  use  than  as 
deporitories ;  yet  tiiiis  was  th^  condition  iap- 
ing  the  whoto  time  of  the  exlataiioe  of  I2ie  Bank 
oftho  United  States,  and  yet  they  mode  no  ob- 
feeUon  to  It  then.  This  is  strange]  bat  what 
&  more  so  is,  that  while  thus  stn^Ung  aganut 
the  Government,  they  are,  many  of  them,  hi 
favor  of  re-establishing  a  natitmal  bank ;  the 
first  act  of  which  will  be  to  strip  them  of  Gov- 
ernment deporits,  and  exclude  their  paper  from 
Government  receivabilil^  I 

Congress  has  a  sacred  duty  to  perform  in  re- 
fbrmii^  the  finances,  and  the  eorrenoy;  for  the 
ruin  ot  both  has  resulted  from  Federal  legisla- 
tioD,  and  Federal  odndnistration.  The  Statei^ 
at  the  formation  of  the  o«istitntion,  delivarea 
a  solid  oorrenoy~I  wilt  not  ai^  sound,  for  tint 
word  implies  suMect  to  unaooMness,  to  rotten* 
neoB,  and  to  deaUi— but  th^  delivered  a  boM 


Digitized  by 


HSBATB8  or  GONGSBSS. 


Oil  1887.] 

-oarrmoj,  one  not  liable  to  disease,  to  this  Fed- 
eral GoTernment.  Thej  started  liie  new  Gov- 
ernment fair  upon  gold  and  silver.  The  first 
act  of  Congress  attested  tliis  great  fact;  for 
it  made  the  reveaaes  payable  Id  gold  and  silvw 
coin  oaly.  Thus  tlie  States  delivered  a  solid 
onirency  to  this  6k>Temment,  and  they  reserved 
the  same  currency  for  theiaselves ;  and  they 
provided  oonstibitional  sanctions  to  guard  both. 
The  things  to  be  saved,  and  the  power  to  sare 
it,  was  dT«i  to  tills  Goremment  by  the  ^ates; 
asA  in  ue  hands  of  this  Govemmeat  it  beeame 
deteriorated.  The  first  great  error  was  Oenw^ 
Handlton's  eonstmcUon  of  the  act  of  1789,  by 
which  he  nallified  that  ao^  and  oTertomed  the 
statute  and  the  oonstitntion  together.  The 
next  great  error  was  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
taraslbaDk  of  circnlation,  with  authority  to  pay 
all  the  pnUio  does  in  its  own  p^>er.  This  con- 
firmed the  overthrow  of  the.  constitnUon,  and 
of  the  statnte  of  1789 ;  and  it  set  the  fatal  ex- 
ample to  the  States  to  make  banks,  and  to  re- 
o^re  their  paper  for  pnblio  dues,  as  the  United 
6tates  had  dnie.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
eril— this  the  ori^n  f>f  the  orarthrow  of  U» 
•olid  cnrreney  which  the  States  had  deUvered 
to  the  Federal  Government.  It  was  tiie  Ham- 
flttmiau  policy  that  did  the  misctuef;  and  the 
state  of  things  in  1887,  is  the  natnral  fmit  of 
that  policy.  It  is  time  for  ns  to  quit  it — to  re- 
turn to  the  constitution  and  the  statate  of  1769, 
Mid  to  confine  the  Federal  Treasory  to  the 
hard  money  which  was  intended  for  it 

I  repeat,  this  is  a  measure  of  reform,  worthy 
to  be  called  a  reformation.  It  goes  back  to  a 
fundamental  abuse,  nearly  coev^  with  the  foon- 
dation  of  the  Government.  Two  epochs  have 
oocnrred  for  the  reformation  of  this  abnse ;  one 
vaa  k»t,  the  other  is  now  in  Jeopardy,  lir, 
MadlKm's  administration  oommittod  a  gteot 
error  at  the  expiration  fif  the  ciharter  of  the 
first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  In  not  jvviving 
the  ouTatoy  of  the  oohstitotion  for  the  Federal 
Treasory,  and  espeoislly  the  ndd  currency. 
That  error  threw  the  Treasnry  rack  upon  the 
local  bank  tu^er.  This  paper  qnickly  fidled, 
and  out  of  that  failure  grew  the  second  United 
States  Bank.  Those  who  put  down  the  second 
United  States  Bank,  warned  by  the  calamity, 
determined  to  avoid  the  error  of  Mr.  Madison's 
administration ;  they  determined  to  increase 
the  stook  of  meoie,  and  to  revive  the  gold  cir- 
ealatiott,  wUoh  had  been  dead  for  thir^  years. 
The  aooomnlatim  <rf  eighty  millions  in  the 
brief  apaoe  of  five  years,  mteen  millions  of  it  in 
gold,  attests  the  Blnoerity  of  their  design,  and 
tiiB  fatulity  of  Its  execution.  The  country  was 
going  on  at  the  rato  of  an  average  inerease  of 
twelve  mUliona  of  specie  per  annum,  when  the 
general  stoppages  of  the  banks  in  May  last,  the 
exportation  of  specie  and  the  imposition  of  ir- 
Moeemable  p^>er  upon  the  Government  and 
the  people,  seemed  to  announce  the  total  failure 
oi  the  plan.  But  it  was  a  seeming  only.  The 
impetus  ^ven  to  the  ^>eoie  policy  still  prevails, 
ana  five  milUoiu  are  added  to  the  stcnk  doiv 
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ing  the  present  fiscal  year.  So  for,  then,  as  the 
ooonteraotion  of  the  Government  policy,  and 
the  suppresntm  of  the  oonstitotional  currency 
might  nave  been  expected  to  result  from  th^ 
stoppage,  the  calculation  seems  to  be  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  disappointed.  The  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  oar  hundred  millions  of  exportable 
produce^  are  ^ving  the  victory  to  tiie  glorious 
poiiej  of  onr  lato  Qlnatrions  "PraAdsab.  Hie 
other  great  oonseqnenoes  expected  to  result 
from  the  stoppsge,  namdy:  the  recharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  I^ted  Sb^  tiie  change  of  ad- 
ministration, the  overthrow  of  the  republloan 
party,  and  the  restoration  of  the  federal  dynas- 
ty, idl  seem  to  be  in  the  same  fair  way  to  total 
miscarriage ;  but  the  objects  are  too  dazzling 
to  be  abandoned  by  the  parties  interested,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy, is  still  the  cherished  road  to  success.  The 
miscalled  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  soal 
of  the  federal  dynasty,  and  the  anchor  of  its 
hc^ies— believed  by  many  to  have  been  at  the 
bottran  (^the  stt^pages  in  M^,  and  known  1^ 
aU  to  be  at  the  h«id  of  non-resomption— now 
diaplayB  her  policy  on  tiila  floor;  it  is  to  oom- 
the  repetinon  of  the  error  of  Mr.  Madism'S 
adnunistration  t  Knowing  that  from  the  repe> 
tition  of  this  error  must  come  the  repetition  of 
the  catsstrophes  of  1814,  1819,  and  1887 ;  and 
out  of  these  catastrophes  to  extract  a  new 
clamor  for  the  revivification  of  herself.  This  Is 
her  line  of  conduct ;  and  to  this  line  the  con- 
duct of  aU  her  Mends  oonforms.  'With  one 
heart,  one  mind,  one  voice,  they  labor  to  out 
off  gold  and  nlver  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  to  impose  paper  upon  it  I  they  labor 
to  deprive  it  of  the  keepmg  of  its  own  revenues, 
and  to  place  them  agon  where  they  have  been 
so  often  lostl  This  b  the  oondoot  ofthat  bank 
and  its  friends.  Let  us  imitate  their  zeal,  their 
unanimitT,  and  tb^  perseverance.  The  amend- 
ment and  the  bill,  now  befive  the  Senate^  em- 
body onr  policy.  Let  na  oany  them,  and  the 

I^Ui6iSSB&. 


Batdbdxt,  September  SB. 

Suh-TVecuury  Sill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenue.  The  question  being  on  the 
amttkdment  offiared  by  Mr.  OAtaow,  to  separate 
tibe  Government  flwm  the  banks, 

Mr.  Ejhg,  (rf  Geor^  said  two  plana  were 
urged  upon  tiie  Senate :  one  raported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  as  proposed  to  be  amend- 
ed by  tiie  Senator  from  South  Carolina ;  the 
other  the  State  bank  aystom,  which  had  already 
been  tried,  and  failed. 

As  to  the  last,  various  iqK>lo^es  had  been 
made  here  and  elsewhere,  for  ite  f^lure ;  and 
it  had  been  innsted  that  it  had  not  had  a  fur 
trial,  and  therefore  could  not  be  said  properly 
to  have  failed.  The  most  aUe  and  ingenious 
advoe^ea  and  i^olo^stB  of  tUs  system  that  ha 
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had  beard  were  his  Mends  from  Ylr^nia  and 
New  York.  If  they  had  not  saoceeded  in  con- 
vincing the  Benate  that  the  BjSbem  dwold  be 
re-adopted,  (with  the  modifications  proposed,) 
conTictiou  might  be  conddered  hi^meas.  He 
oeitdnly  wreed  with  them,  that  the  lystem 
had  not  had  a  fidr  trial.  The  petft  had  certdn- 
I7  a  hard  time  of  it  under  Uidr  Execotire  pa- 
favn ;  bat  he  had  never  had  confidence  in  them 
from  the  b^^inning,  and,  in  tmtb,  the  s^Btem 
had  never  succeeded  for  one  moment. 
•  Kr.  E.  said  be  would  not  detain  the  Senate 
bj  going  fully  into  the  c^bilitieiB  of  the  State 
bank  system  to  perform  the  servioee  promised 
by  it.  He  stood  upon  firm  ground  on  this  sub- 
ject. His  friends  could  not  charge .  him  with 
change  or  inconsistency  in  tbia  matter ;  and,  as 
was  well  known,  he  had  generally  predicted, 
step  by  step,  the  oonaeqaences  that  would  fol- 
low warn  the  financial  experiments  that  had 
afiiicted  the  ooraitry,  beginning  with  that  un- 
fortunate and  unneoeesary  measure,  the  remov- 
al of  the  deports  in  1884.  It  wontd  be  seen 
that  he  bad  no  strong  predileotioo  for  the  Stat-e 
hank  depofut  system,  uioagh  he  admitted  that 
it  might  have  done,  and  still  could  do  much 
bettw  than  heretofore,  if  the  Executive  would 
consent  to  let  it  alone,  and  cease  the  cootinaal 
int^iferences  by  which  the  banks  have  been 
tormented,  and  the  commerce  of  the  country 
deranged,  ever  since  the  Executive  had  taken 
the  conlxol  of  the  finances; 

Me,  E.  ^en  proceeded  to  notice  the  jplan  of 
the  committee  as  |«opoBBd  to  be  amended. 
This  he  looked  iqion  as  a  new  nperiment, 
though  it  had  been  alleged  to  be  otherwise  by 
the  Senator  fhnn  Missouri.  The  Senator  In- 
risted  that  we  were  ahead  of  oar  desOny,  and 
ongiit  to  go  back  to  the  glorious  da;{b  of  the 
Soman  empire  to  learn  leenons  on  finance  and 
political  economy.  This  plan  was  stron^y  re- 
oommended  as  having  been  that  under  wmch  the 
Bomao  qosstors  made  their  mild  exaotiona  from 
the  people.  It  was  recommmded  moat  warmly 
by  the  Senator,  because  it  was  that  under  whi<^ 
the  war  levies  of  Napoleon  were  made,  and  the 
finances  of  Spain  and  Turkey  collected  and  dis- 
bursed. Upon  the  first  recommendation,  the 
Senator  had  ^ven  ns  a  moat  Sequent  disoonrse 
opon  Roman  herdsm ;  bloody  battles,  and  the 
levies  of  the  questors.  He  had  amkea  of  the 
great  pleasure  with  which  he  read  Roman  his- 
tory on  these  subjects,  and  the  delight  with 
which  he  contemplated  the  renown  of  uils  great 
people.  Well,  Mi.  E.  s^d  he  had  read  some 
Roman  history  too,  though  certainly  not  as 
good  a  historian  as  his  mend  fbom  Miasonri. 
Bat  if  any  thing  in  Roman  history  had  made  a 
strong  impressioQ  upon  his  republican  mind,  it 
was  the  heartless  cruelty,  tbe  unfbeling  rigor, 
and  pitiless  tyranny  witii  which  exactions  were 
made  upon  tbe  people  by  the  Roman  qutestfflrs; 
and,  unfortunately  for  tbe  Senstor^B  Roman 
precedent,  wfara  these  raactioDs  had  been  made 
Oy  planderiog  the  Roman  people  and  provinces 
to  aa^ork  baroioa  in  thA  trade  of  oonqaarfaig 


and  plundering  the  rest  of  mankind,  these  ex- 
actions were  deposited  with  Roman  ban^n 
i^pointed  for  the  purpose. 

As  the  Roman  precedent  was  not  found  ex- 
actly salisfiactory  to  Mr.  E.,  he  proceeded  to 
notice  the  system  so  warmly  recommended  as 
the  plan  <tf  that  great  democrat  and  ardent 
lover  of  liberty  and  free  institutions,  flie  Em- 
peror Napoleon.  His  fHeod  from  Missouri  had 
stated  tiiat  when  the  Emperor  mounted  the 
throne  of  power,  he  found  the  State  coffera 
empty,  or  nearly  so ;  but  in  a  short  time  tb^ 
were  filled  to  overflowing.  Thereapon  tbe 
Senator  produced  a  book,  or  a  document,  to 

Srove  the  important  fkct.  Tbe  Hct  was  not 
oubted;  bnt  how  were  these  wonders  of 
finance  accompKslied  ?  Let  his  impoverished 
country  and  the  blood  and  tears  of  unhappy 
Germany  answer  the  question.  However,  per- 
haps the  financiering  of  this  great  econondst 
was  strongly  recMnmmded  trom  the  fact  that 
the  lai^est  and  most  tiudy  aoceesion  to  his 
finances  was  made  by  the  robber7  of  a  bank; 
and  that  too  a  bank  belonfpng  to  one  of  the 
freest  and  most  commerdal  cities  of  Europe.* 

Mr,  E.  sud  he  saw  nothing  in  these  imperial 
precedents,  ancient  or  modem,  very  applicable 
or  very  captivating ;  and  as  be  saw  nouiing  in 
the  happy  and  prosperous  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  those  free  and'  commercial  nations  (Tur- 
key and  Spain)  to  excite  bis  envy,  he  would 
rather  consider  this  as  a  now  and  untried  ex- 
periment, and  digest  it  a  littie  better  before  it 
was  adopted.  Mr.  E.  added,  tiiat  the  system 
was  already  in  operation,  as  the  changes  pro- 
posed did  not  alter  essentially  the  specie  system 
adopted  by  the  Executive  since  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  The  postponement  would 
give  us  a  littie  more  time  to  observe  the  work- 
ings of  the  system,  and  ascertain  the  wishes  of 
the  people.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  finances 
restored  to  Congress,  tlieir  lawful  guardian,  oo 
almost  any  terms ;  bat  really  they  were  in  such 
a  worthless  and  fagged  condition,  from  Execu- 
tive manipulation,  that  it  was  difficult  to  say 
what  disposition  had  better  be  made  of  them. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  doubted  whether  be  ou^to 
dettdn  tbe  Senate  to  say  any  thing  upon  the 
eausea  of  the  present  distress,  whtoh  had  called 
Gongress  b^tiier.  As  this  snl^ect  had  been 
dwelt  upon,  however,  by  every  speater  who 
hod  preceded  him,  and  was  certainly  of  great 
importance  to  the  country,  it  was  perhaps  the 
duty  of  every  member  to  give  his  views  upon 
the  subject  The  subject,  sud  he,  is  too  im- 
portant to  be  trified  with.  It  comes  to  the 
doors  and  dwellings,  and  reaches  tbe  bread  and 
business  of  every  citizen,  of  every  condition ; 
and  I  shall  give  my  views,  however  unwilling- 
ly, uninfiuenced  by  all  personal  friendships  and 
party  associations.  Unless  we  ascertain  the 
causes  which  have  so  strangely  broo^t  the 
country  into  its  present  distr^sed  oondmon,  in 
a  time  of  profound  peace,  we  shall  ndthff 
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know  how  to  ttpfiy  preMnt  remediH  nor  svoid 
rimilar  evUs  in  fatoro. 

^ere  Ur.  King  entered  Into  an  extended  exand- 
nation  of  the  causes  irhich  produced  the  present  dis- 
tress, exploring  for  that  purpose  the  finaodol  and 
ecnnmendii  operations  of  F"e'""'^  as  wdl  as  of  the 
United  States ;  and  eootlnaed :] 

Let  US  now  retam  to  the  United  States.  In 
Jane,  1836,  tibe  rain  threatened  bj  so  large  an 
accumulation  of  the  public  monejr,  and  the  uses 
that  were  mode  af  it,  and  the  nnsooud  state  of 
the  currency  generally,  was  so  manifest  that  all 
parties  united  in  the  opinion  that  something 
must  be  doue  with  it  After  full  discussion 
and  great  deliberation,  Congress,  with  nncom* 
mon  unanimi^,  adopted  the  law  to  distribute 
the  deposits  among  the  States.  Though  no 
measure  could  be  &ee  from  oli^eotiou,  this  was 
certainly  the  wisest  that  could  have  been  adopt- 
ed iu  reference  to  the  end  proposed.  It  deplet- 
ed the  Treasury,  and  checked  over-issues,  oy  a 
public  law,  with  full  notuie,  easy  terms,  and 
ample  thne  for  its  ezecnUon.  The  Fretident 
was,  nnfortnnately,  opposed  to  it,  and  seemed 
determined,  not  only  to  use  every  means  to 
prevent  its  efficiency,  but  to  prevent  its  op««- 
tion  on  the  Western  and  Soutn-westem  deposit 
banks,  which,  in  fkot,  most  needed  its  operation. 
With  this  view,  he'  adopted  the  famous  specie 
oircidar — a  sort  of  order  in  oounoil— though 
the  identical  measure  had  been  a  few  days  be- 
fore proposed  as  a  legislative  measure,  and, 
with  almost  perfect  unanimity,  i^eoted  by  the 
Benate. 

The  priodpal,  perhaps  only,  ol^ect  of  this 
measure  was  to  save  mm.  ezplodon  woma  of 
the  tottering  depodt  banks  ui  the  West  and 
Bouth-westj  when  they  should  be  called  on  to 
comply  with  the  d^>osit  law,  and  sorrender  the 
pubuo  money.  His  object  ooold  not  have  been 
to  prevent  over-issues,  snch  an  object  being  in- 
ooonstent  with  his  opposition  to  the  deposit 
bin,  whidi  was  certainly,  of  all  others,  the  best 
conceived  for  that  purpose.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  motive,  the  measure  was  an  un- 
wise and  unfortunate  one,  deranging  the  whole 
intnoal  commerce  of  the  country,  orodooiog 
panic,  breaking  up  ezobanges,  and  destroying 
credit,  at  the  very  time,  of  all  others,  when  the 
country  should  have  been  permitted  to  make 
the  'best  o[  its  resooroesi  without  videnoe  or 
surprise. 

Xr.  K.  said  the  Uidted  States  Bank,  thoogh 
no  longer  in  existence,  had  been  the  theme  <^ 
every  gentleman  who  had  addreued  the  Senate. 
He  ^ould  Bay  no  more  of  it  than  was  necessary 
to  Justify  and  defend  himself^  and  the  numerous 
friends  of  the  administration  who  had  believed 
in  the  utility  of  that  institution.  His  defence 
was  fully  justified;  for,  althoogh  that  insti- 
tntioa  was  established  by  the  democratic  party, 
every  friend  of  it  was  placed,  in  sweeping  de- 
nunciations, among  aristocrats,  rogues,  and  con- 
spirators; ranked  with  die  "BImIm  and  the 
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Barings,  and  the  banks,"  and  set  npon  in  fall 
cry  by  dunces  and  demagogues,  anxious  only 
to  turn  attention  from  their  own  misohievous 
blanders  and  errors. 

When  he  came  to  maturity,  he  said,  he  found 
the  Bank  of  ibe  United  States  in  euccessful  and 
happy  <^>erad(»i.  He  learned  its  history,  and 
found  that  it  was  established  by  the  party  to 
which  he  had  alw^  bew  attached,  with  die 
injnufftal  Madison  at  thdr  head ;  who  after 
&tal  experience  had  changed  his  opinion  on  the 
subject.  This  patermly  recommended  it,  but 
refleotion  as  wm  as  experience  convinced  him 
at  its  great  utility  as  a  f  nanoial  agent  to  the 
Govemmfflit,  as  an  aid  to  internal  and  external 
commerce,  and  a  wholesome  regulator  of  an 
otherwise  unregulated  paper  system.  As  an 
original  question,  he  was  and  ever  had  been 
opposed  to  tiie  whde  piqier  system,  but  the 
system  certainly  had  many  advantages  in  a  free 
ooontry,  and  moreover  was  fixed  upon  us,  and 
no  one  generation  either  could  or  wonld  bear 
the  sacrifices  it  would  cost  to  get  rid  of  it 
And  (added  he)  the  progress  we  ahonld  make 
in  getting  rid  of  the  qrstem  and  its  abases,  hf 
putting  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
was  raedioted  by  me  in  the  Senate  in  188^ 
SoTf  ua  great  temperance  president,  or  tem- 
perance relormer,  Mr.  Delavan,  who  sends  tu 
BO  many  temperance  papers,  might  just  as  well 
have  tmdertsken  to  enconrage  the  cause  of 
temperance  in  which  he  is  engaged,  by  break- 
ing np  one  renieotable  grocery  in  Ofaestnnt 
street,  that  he  might  raise  up  500  grog  shops  in 
the  Libcnrties,  the  villages,  and  the  Western 
wilderness.  He  thought  it  the  part  of  wisdom 
not  to  waste  its^  on  impracticable  extremes 
hot  to  seenrn  the  blesrings  of  tiie  tyitxm,  ana 
avoid  as  many  of  its  evils  as  possible.  This  he 
thon^t  was  heat  eflbcted  by  a  national  bank, 
with  the  aid  <tf  the  Treasnry.  ^e  vast  extent 
of  our  oonntiy-  nve  full  time  to  snch  an  insti- 
tution to  lop  <ffi  rednndanoies  and  fill  up  de- 
fituenciee  oa.  notioe  of  an  imgidarity  in  the 
currency,  In  any  particnlar  seetums  before  the 
effect  became  generaL  It  was  clearly  the  in- 
terest <rf  such  an  institntion  to  perform  these 
duties  faithfully.  Its  own  soocessfU  operation 
in  a  great  measure  depended  on  it ;  which  was 
the  best  guaranty  to  the  public  that  they  would 
be  so  performed.  He  also  believed  that  the 
money  of  the  nation  could  be  entrusted  to  no 
agency  so  little  dangerous  to  liberty,  or  so  un- 
likely to  nse  it  tar  pditioal  purposes.  Expe- 
rience proved  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  we 
bad,  again,  the  best  of  all  secnrity— that  is,  the 
security  of  interest.  To  engage  in  politics,  or 
unite  itself  with  a  political  party,  is  death  to 
the  institntion.  Wliat  evidoioe  had  beat 
shown,  or  could  be  shown,  that  the  hnnk  ever 
hinted  an  interference  with  politics,  until  it 
supposed  the  Ezeoutive  to  make  an  overture 
for  that  purpose  f  In  1829  the  Executive  com- 
menced a  correspondence  with  the  bank  to 
nrocove  a  change  in  the  prerident  of  the  New 
Hampshire  brauch.  He  did  not  say  that  any 
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thing  improper  was  intended  by  the  Execntive, 
but  It  vaa  the  fM,  interference  of  the  kind, 
■ad  tbe  buk  gapposed  U  to  be  an  attempt  to 
enlist  it  in  polities,  and  nnite  tbe  power  of  the 
buk  with  tne  power  of  the  Qorwnineot.  It 
deol^ked  <m  the  ground  Oiat  the  bank  never 
had  ud  oonld  not  now  think  of  InterfMng  in 
the  politics  of  the  ooontry.  The  rest  is  known. 
The  Message  followed  with  a  charge  of  what 
nobodjr  had  erer  heard  of  before,  and  msom- 
meui&Dg  a  Treaaorf  bank,  onidng  tbe  power 
ai^  patronage  of  a  bank  to  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment. From  that  time  forth  the  Exeontire 
continued  to  struggle  for  the  mcmey  power 
tmtil  it  took  poesesaion  of  it  in  1888,  bj  the 
removal  of  the  deposits.  I  only  mention  these 
&ct8,  nr,  to  prove  the  great  relnetanoe  with 
which  SQC^  an  institntioQ  will  always  engage 
in  politics.  Its  interest  reqnires  the  onstom 
ana  firicoidihip  of  boUi  political  parties,  and  it 
cannot  prosper  agahiBt  a  war  either.  The 
noner  power  oitMlreamrj  Is  great,  let  tt  be 
lodged  where  it  will ;  bn^  fbr  the  naaooa 
■tated,  I  believe  it  is  leas  in  a  national  bank, 
connected  with  and  dependent  on  the  bnsiness 
oi  the  coontry,  than  In  any  other.  There  was 
no  danger  of  the  political  inflnenoe  of  a  bank, 
if  the  Executive  would  let  it  alone.  Some 
admitted  that  the  bank  had  been  improperly 
attacked,  but  that,  bein^  attacked,  it  had  over- 
iuoed  and  otherwise  mismanaged  in  its  strog- 
^es  for  a  reoharter.  This  might  be  true  to 
some  extent :  but,  if  so,  it  Is  more  an  ob}ecti<m 
to  the  direcnon  than  the  institution,  and  ml^t 
he  prevented  hr  a  simple  proviMim  in  Uie 
eluErtdr,  whidi  the  old  onarter  ought  to  have 
eontained. 

Sir,  these  are  the  opinions  Z  have  always 
entertidned,  and  were  the  opinions  of  my  then 
colleague,  when  I  came  into  the  Senate ;  they 
were  known  to  oar  constitoents.  But  as  this 
was  a  matter  of  expediency,  on  which  they 
had  a  right  to  judge,  they  expected  to  be,  and 
shall  he,  represented ;  and  their  wishes,  when 
I  last  heard  from  them,  were  against  a  national 
bank.  In  fact,  although  I  believe  it  nnfuvtunate 
that  the  old  bank  was  destroyed,  the  qaestion 
of  establishing  a  new  one,  at  this  time,  is  a 
ray  diffbront  qaestion.  Undw  oar  aoti-bank 
administration,  the  bank  capital  has  been  much 
more  than  doubled  In  a  few  years.  Is  it  ex- 
pedient to  add  to  itt  If  so,  the  practicability 
at  controlling  it,  by  a  national  bank  of  pennis- 
rible  rize,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  are 
important  qaestions.  The  present  rate  of  ex- 
change, too,  would  render  it  difficult  to  procure 
specie  for  uie  institution,  and  create, a  demand 
for  it,  that  would,  for  the  present,  add  to  tbe 
distress.  There  were  scone  other  reasons  that 
had  been  referred  to,  bat  which  he  ooold  not, 
at  this  time,  notice. 

But,  we  are  gravely  told.  At,  that  the  "  Bank 
of  the  nnited  Statea,  with  its  'still  greater 
strength,*  has  not  hem  able  to  prevent  flie 
^■MMtt  state  of  aflUrs;  that  it'hasiwt  been 
•aUe  to  chads  <rther  iDstiinti(n%  or  im  itselC' " 
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This  rfl£»enoe  to  the  bank  wonld  have  done 
very  well  for  a  party  newspaper ;  but,  I  most 
oonfesst  I  waa  scnnewhat  art<mUhed  to  find  it 
in  a  Message  of  tbe  Fnddent  of  the  United 
Statea.  Can  It  be  simposed  that  the  most  i^Kh 
rant  can  be  deceived  oy  this  catch  at  a  mere 
name  I  Who  ever  tiiooght  of  hd^ng  the  Buk 
of  the  United  States  re^MUdble  tn  the  cur- 
rency, or  aa  a  flnaooiai  regulator,  after  tbe 
withdrawal  of  ita  branchea,  or  even  after  the 
removal  of  the  deporits  f  What  obl%ati<u  was 
it  under  to  the  public,  after  the  puUic  had 
taken  away  the  depoeits  and  dispensed  with  ita 
services  f   Was  it  under  any  very  strong  obli- 

rioo,  if  it  had  the  power,  to  aid  the  Execntive 
an  experiment  made  at  its  expense,  and  in- 
tended for  its  destiuotion  1  I  should  think  not ; 
and  to  hold  a  State  bank  responuhle  becanse 
it  is  eaUed  "the  Bank  of  the  United  States,** 
is  absolutely  ridioidoiu.  It  has  fidlen  into  Une 
with  the  multitude  of  State  banks  created  under 
the  late  adrnhdstratloD.  It  has  supported  his 
"  policy  "  by  importing  specie  on  credit^  that 
it  might  hatch  more  paper  npon  it  It  has 
gloried  in  the  conftasion  of  the  exchanges,  by 
which  it  has  made  millions.  In  short,  l&e  the 
rest  cmT  the  State  banks,  it  has  gone  for  m^ing 
money;  it  has  totned  its  fortunes  with  the 
State  banks;  It  nas  borrowed  spede  like  the 
State  banks;  has  expanded  with  the  State 
banks ;  has  shaved  with  the  Stete  banks ;  has 
failed  with  the  State  banks,  and  is  a  Stete 
bank,  and  yet  it  Is  held  r^nponsible  to  the 
oount:7  as  a  national  hank.  Sir,  it  is  no  more 
a  United  States  Bank,  and  not  so  much  as  the 
littie  BorUngton  bank,  which  prodnoed  soch  a 
happy  eflbct  with  a  modicum  of  the  q^oila  awl 
to  it,  and  presalngly  sent  for  more  to  operate  on 
the  electiona,  "in  anticipation  of  the  wool 
dip.**  There  is  a  United  Btetes  Bank  for  yc^ 
established  by  the  Execntive  to  prevent  the 
pnblic  money  from  being  employed  to  operate 
on  the  politics  of  the  conntry  I 

Why,  then,  these  vdiuit  charges  upon  a 
ghost t  this  war  npon  a  sign!  these  tilte  upon 
a  tombstone  ?  They  are  abont  as  usefid,  and 
abont  as  rational,  aa  tbe  charges  of  the  redmdit- 
able  Bon  Quixote  upon  the  windmills. 

In  ocmneotion  with  theae  perpetnal  eflRwts  to 
frighten  OS  with  gluMts  and  "  things  that  are 
not,"  M!r.  E.  said  he  had  never  had  his  demo- 
cratio  feelings  so  shocked  as  they  had  beoi  1^ 
a  sentiment  of  the  Senator  fh>m  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun,)  warmly  applanded  by  his  friend 
near  him,  (Mr.  SmANOi.)  We  were  told  that, 
thoo^  expedient,  we  utould  not  make  this 
Stete  bank  a  depontory,  "  because  it  wonld  be  a 
triumph  over  the  Government  I "  What  Gov- 
ernment f  The  "Qoveniment"  at  the  Her- 
mitage, or  the  Government  at  the  White 
House!  These  Governments  were  botii,  to 
be  sore,  supposed  to  be  inimical  to  the  present 
State  bank,  because  they  did  not  like  Mr.  Bid- 
die,  Hs  preddeat,  who  was  fbrmerly  preudent 
of  the  national  instltatkm.  Bnt  what  had  the 
Govemnuiit  to  do  with  the  present  State 
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imtitotion?  He  had  supposed,  tmtil  latdy, 
tint  tiie  QoTerament  meant  uie  legulatiTe 

rrer,  u  established  by^  the  oonathntion ;  and, 
die  people,  throngh  their  repTesentatiTeB, 
ftcoording  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution, 
should  deem  it  expedient  to  make  anf  State 
iustitntion  a  depository,  it  would  be  no  objeotion 
vitii  him  that  either  the  ex-President  or  pres- 
ent Ezeontiye  vas  sopposed  to  be  inimi^  to 
one  of  its  officers.  I  do  not  propose  (said  he) 
to  make  this  institution  a  depository,  and  no- 
body has  proposed  or  thought  of  proporing^  it, 
w>  nr  SB  I  know.  Why,  then,  this  war-whoc^ 
•gainBt  itt  To  show  oar  demotion  to  the  >ap> 
posed  SMontive  will!  "A  ohaDse,  what  a 
change,"  has  been  produced  in  the  tone  of 
American  feeling  by  these  violent  encroaob- 
ments  and  recent  triumphs  of  the  EzecntiTe 
over  the  LegislatiTO  anthority,  in  relation  to 
tiie  flnanoes  t  All  eyes  are  tamed  to  the  Ezee- 
ntive.  The  spirit  of  onr  Others  has  fled.  The 
blood  of  '76  has  run  ont.  Sir,  there  have  been 
more  gray  hairs  brooght  npon  the  head  of  oar 
youthM  and  vigorous  republic  in  the  last  four 
years,  than  onght  to  have  grown  upon  it  in  one 
entire  century  of  quiet  aod  peaceM  adminis- 
timticm,  with  the  otHutitatiaul  oo-cpenition  of 
tlu  legislative  d^tartments. 

Hy  fkiends  need  not  be  asUmiahed  at'tfae 
flrMdom  with  which  I  express  these  sentiments. 
They  believe  with  me,  they  have  acted  with 
me.  We  have  vainly  stood  np  t<^tiier  against 
the  will  of  the  Kxecntire.  Our  efforts  have 
been  impotent  We  have  lieen  trampled  under 
foot.  I^e  Executive  has  had  his  way,  and  we 
see  the  result.  I  only  wish  my  friends  to  Join 
me  in  making  a  firm  stand,  to  teach  the  Execu- 
tive that  bis  friends  are  to  be  consalted  in 
measorea  of  such  immense  importance  to  the 
people  as  those  by  which  our  finances  have 
been  ruined.  I  have  no  idea  of  deserting 
tiiem,  sir;  they  need  not  qtprefaend  tiiat  I 
am  only  expressing  freely  sentiments  I  and  they 
have  entertained,  and  not  very  careAilly  con- 
cealed. I  am  a  party  man,  sir.  All  I  am  as  a 
politician  I  was  made  so  by  puty.  I  have  no 
sympathies  with  any  other  party  except  that 
with  which  I  have  always  acted,  and  by  which 
I  have  been  honored.  I  respect  my  political 
miponenta  as  my  f^ow-oitizens,  li^iw  under 
the  same  laws,  subject  to  the  same  Govern- 
ment, and  equally  honest  and  patriotic  with 
myself.  But  I  di£for  with  them  m  some  of  the 
essential  and  fundamental  principles  upon  which 
our  Government  should  De  sdministered,  and 
bftve  notbiog  to  ask,  and  nothing  to  expect  from 
them. 

I  am  a  demoomt,  a  real  donocavt  I  do 
not  make  the  pWhuAva.  ad  eegttandvm;  I  fbar 
it  is  becoming  rather  nnpc^nlar ;  but  my  early 
habits  and  youthful  associations  made  me  so. 
In  foot,  the  sentiment  wafl  planted  in  my  heart 
by  nature,  cultivated  by  education,  and  ap- 
proved by  reason.  I  believe  a  democratic  re- 
pnhlio  to  be  the  most  philoeoidilcal  govem- 
ment,  and  best  caloulotM  to  dmk^  the  ener- 
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S'es  and  sustain  the  dignity  of  man,  so  long  aa 
lO  people  have  snffident  intellieeDoe  to  quuify 
them  for  self-government.  I,  therefore,  abhM> 
tyranny  and  irrei^nsible  power  in  every  poe- 
sible  form  in  which  it  can  be  presented ;  whether 
it  be  presented  in  the  hypocritical  garb  oi  re- 
publican homespun,  or  tmselled  over  in  the 
glittering  trappings  of  royalty.  I  go  for  a 
strict  oonstruotion  of  the  constitution,  limited 
Executive  patronage,  and  an  economical  admin- 
istration of  the  Government;  and  yon  will 
never  find  me  here,  sir,  with  democracy  and 
economy  upm  the  lips,  and  tyranny  and  plunder 
In  tiie  heart  "I  borrow  no  false  lireriaa 
frmn  heaven  to  serve  tiie  devil  In." 

Hr.  K.,  after  some  further  remarks,  conclud- 
od  this  branch  of  the  subject  by  saying,  that  ha 
had  fbll  confidence  that  the  President,  whm 
some  prraent  ^ffialties  were  removed,  would 
administer  his  department  with  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  and  he  hoped  tmd  expected  to  be 
able  to  f^ve  him  his  feeble  support.  But  he 
just  wished  to  tell  him  now  that,  if  be  intended 
to  tread  in  the  footsteps  "  of  Uf}  predecessor, 
in  trampling  on  the  legislative  authority,  in  the 
management  of  a  subject  of  all  others  of  the 
moat  importance  to  the  people,  he  ahoold  feel 
it  his  duty  to  jostle  him  ont  of  them.  Ha 
never  would  consent  (he  sidd)  to  aurrender  the 
finances  to  the  ezohuive  oontrol  of  the  Enen- 
tive.  If  we  did  this,  we  should  shore  the  fUe 
of  every  other  nation  who  had  submitted  to 
Executive  financiering:  we  should  first  become 
a  natiMi  beggary  and  thm  a  notiw  ^ 
slaves. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  been  led  on  to  a  length 
altogether  unexpected  to  himself,  and  he  feared 
tiresome  to  the  Senate.  Several  other  tcmios 
had  been  sug^jested  by  the  remarks  of  ouier 
gentiemen,  that  he  would  like  to  totich,  but  ha 
would  dispaue  with  them,  and  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, after  a  few  words  more  upon  the  Wl 
and  amendment  under  consideration.  As  ta 
the  B^arsUon  firom  the  State  baj^  as  depori- 
tories,  ne  conceived  that  a  mattwof  no-gre^ 
consequence,  if  in  the  detuls  we  could  provide 
safety  to  the  money,  and  guard  against  too 
much  patroni^  and  expense.  But  uie  bill  he 
thought  imperfect  and  obscure  on  both  these 
points.  And  when  we  had  passed,  the  bDl,  wa 
should  hava  bat  little  idea  ct  w^afc  wa  bad 
done. 

Aa  to  the  amendment  proposed,  which  re- 
stricted the  receipts  of  the  Government  to 
gold  and  silver,  he  could  nevereonsent  to  think 
of  it,  without  hearing  from  his  eonstitoenta,  so 
ling  aa  specie  is  not  the  oemmou  eamacjy 
used  by  the  people  in  the  buMneas  transactions 
of  the  country.  Ihey  are  nevw  prepared  with 
a  currency  not  in  common  circulanon,  and  would 
often  and  truly  be  reminded  of  the  Boman 
quaestors,  who  were  in  the  habit,  among  other 
acts  of  tyranny,  of  demanding  particular  kinds 
of  money  for  tiie  purposes  of  extortion.  Here, 
11,000  specie  gatherers,  deman^g  a  ourrenay 
not  flinuahad  the  people  by  their  own  Btatai^ 
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or  by  the  ordinary  circnlatioD,  will  g^ve  them 
more  tronble  than  all  their  other  pecnniaty 
tranaaotionB,  and,  being  different  to  t&e  de- 
maada  made  np<m  thorn  for  State  taxes,  niH 
f^T6  to  the  Federal  Goremment  an  aUen  char- 
acter of  tyranny  and  oppresdum.  He  oonld 
not  oonoeiTe,  he  eud,  of  a  measnre  better  cal- 
enlated  to  give  to  t^e  Government  of  the  tTniMi 
the  appearance  of  a  foreign  GoTermnent,  and 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  it, 
than  the  measnre  prcnosed. 

Hr.  Bites  rose,  and  said  he  wonld  aak  leave 
of  the  Senate  to  Bay  a  few  words  which  he 
meant  to  say  yesterday,  bnt  was  prevented  by 
the  ^alcing  of  another  Senator,  (Mr.  Bxkton.) 
Hr.  B.  said  ne  rose  to  protest  agunst  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  question  bad  bera,  and  con- 
tinaed  to  be,  treated  by  the  Senator  m«n  Sooth 
Oandina.  That  gendeman  argued  as  if  there 
were  some  pr^xmtion  before  the  Senate  to  re- 
establish the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
confer  upon  the  existing  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
tiie  United  States  some  special  and  important 
privilege,  Bnt,  sir,  is  there  any  qnestion  of 
that  sort  really  before  the  Senate !  The  qnes- 
tion  presented  by  the  proposition  on  yonr  teble 
Is,  wnether  the  notes  of  banks  generally,  when 
they  shall  hare  resnmed  specie  payments,  ought 
not,  onder  certain  limitations,  to  be  received  in 

Eayment  of  the  public  dues,  as  they  heretofore 
ave  been  from  the  oriMn  of  the  Government 
down  to  the  preswt  tune,  or  whether  they 
shall  be  altogether  e»daded  in  ftitnr^  wd 
notiung  be  reo^ved  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue  but  gold  and  nlverf  The  question, 
thai,  is  one  which  involves  alike  the  whole 
tHAt  hondred  State  banks  in  the  Union,  con- 
stituting that  system  ot  <a«dit  under  which, 
whatever  may  have  been  its  oooasional  excesses, 
the  coon  try  has  heretofore  attuned  an  unparal- 
leled height  of  prosperity,  and  has  no  special 
reference  whatever  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  U>.  Prendent,  that  this 

Birpetual  and  gratnitoos  introduction  of  ihe 
ank  of  the  United  States  into  this  debate, 
with  which  it  has  no  ooonection,  as  if  to  alarm 
ttie  imannations  of  grave  Senators,  is  but  a 
poor  evidenoe  of  tlie  Intrindo  strength  cf  the 
gentleman's  cause.  Uuoh  has  been  ssid  of 
argument  ad  eaptandum  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion.  I  bave  heard  none  that  can  com- 
pare with  this  solemn  stalking  of  the  g^oet  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  through  this 
h&l]  to  *'  frighten  Senators  from  their  propriety." 
I  am  as  much  opposed  to  that  institntion  as 
the  gentleman  or  any  one  else  is  or  can  be.  I 
think  I  may  say  I  have  given  some  proofs  of 
it.  The  gentleman  himedf  acquits  me  of  any 
design  to  favor  the  interest  of  that  institution, 
while  he  says  snob  is  the  necessary  consequence 
of  my  propoation:  The  suggestion  is  advanced 
tar  eflBot,  and  then  retracted  in  form.  'What- 
ever be  uie  new-bom  seal  of  the  Senator  from 
BoaQk  Carolina  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
sfitatea,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  stand  In  a  pom- 
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tion  that  places  me,  at  least,  as  much  above 
SQspicicai  of  an  undue  leaning  in  favor  of  that 
institnticm  as  the  honorable  gentleman.  If  I 
mistake  not,  it  was  the  Senator  from  South 
Oarolina  who  tntrodnced  and  supported  Uie 
bill  for  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank 
in  1810 ;  it  was  he,  also,  who  bronght  in  a  biS 
in  1894^  to  extend  the  charter  of  that  institu- 
tion far  a  term  of  twelve  years;  and  none 
were  more  conspicuous  than  he  in  the  well- 
remembered  scenes  of  that  day,  in  urging  the 
restoration  of  the  Government  deposite  to  this 
same  institution.  Id  every  sitoation  of  pablio 
trust  in  which  I  have  been  placed  I  have  been 
the  constant  and  unvarying  opponent  of  tb^ 
institution;  and  in  this  body,  in  1884,  while 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  with  bis 
acoostcnned  ability,  was  ui^ng  the  restoraticm 
of  the  puUie  depotits  to  it,  (a  trimnph,  indeed, 
over  the  Govemmmt  of  the  country,  which 
the  honorable  Senator  now  so  bitterly  depre- 
cates,) I  stood  np  here  and  resisted  that  meas- 
ure witii  every  faculty  I  possessed,  and  sacri- 
ficed, as  is  well  known,  my  poUticid  eidet^oe 
to  the  force  of  my  convictions  on  the  subject; 
convictions  which,  I  take  leave  to  aajt  Mve 
strengthened  with  every  day's  observation  and 
reflection  since.  When  I  recollect  these  things 
it  seems  to  me  *'  strange,  passing  strange,"  that 
the  Senator  from  Sontii  Candtna  should  now 
appear  as  the  especial  and  sworn  adversair  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while  I  am  hdd 
np  in  tiie  attitude  of  |vomoting  the  views  and 
favoring  the  interests  of  that  institution. 

While  I  am  up,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  I  beg  leave  to 
say  a  word  in  answer  to  an  observation  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbkton.)  Tluit 
gentieman  sud,  if  I  wished  to  understand  the 
true  6haraoter  of  my  propontion,  I  had  only  to 
look  over  my  right  shoulder,  and  see  who  were 
likely  to  support  it.  [Mr.  Olat,  Mr.  Wbbsti^ 
and  otiier  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition,  sit  in 
that  direction  from  Mr.  Bivxs.]  I  thank  God, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  have  a  higher  rule  of 
action  on  this  floor  than  any  oonuderation  of 
who  is,  or  who  is  not,  to  vote  with  me.  I  lotk 
at  the  merits  of  the  m^iodticn  itself;  and  if  it 
be  for  the  good  or  the  country,  I  go  for  it, 
whoever  may  vote  with  me  or  awnst  me.  If 
the  Senator  knows  that  I  am  to  derive  support 
to  my  proposition  from  gentiemen  over  my 
right  shoulder,  be  knows  more  than  I  do.  I 
have  had  no  communication  with  any  of  those 
goitiemen,  which  authorizes  me  to  expect  their 
support.  Many  of  them  voted,  doriug  the  last 
session,  for  the  same  proposition,  in  common 
with  flve-sixths  of  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  they  may  do  so  again.  I  occapy 
the  same  position  now  that  I  did  then.  If 
other  gentlemeu  have  seen  cause  to  change 
their  views,  I  have  not.  On  the  contrary,  the 
present  oondltiMi  of  the  oonutry  fiamisnes,  in 
my  estimation,  new  motives  to  bring  forward 
the  proportion,  which  then  received  neariy  the 
nnanimouB  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, It  is  in^osfliUe  that  the  banking  instif 
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tutions  of  the  conotrj,  oa  whose  epeedjr  retarn 
to  specie  payment  the  soundness  the  currency 
find  overj  othex  interest  of  society  noT  depend, 
can  rise  np  from  their  prostrate  condition, 
without  some  measore  of  uiis  sort  The  peo- 
ple wish  to  see  an  end  of  this  paper  money, 
Qiroperly  bo  called  when  inooavertible  into 
^ede,)  which  the  fKntleman  fixHU  Misaonri  so 
imioh  deprecated,  one  has  a  strtmger  sense 
of  its  enls  and  dangers  than  I  have.  Bnt  we 
Aall  in  Twn  attempt  to  get  rid  it»  in  my 
IramUe  Judgment,  without  some  measure  of  the 
character  I  have  proposed.  I  am  unwilling  to 
go  bade  to  my  constitaents  without  having  first 
done  something  for  the  relief  of  tiie  people, 
as  well  as  the  Government.  I  am  oawimng 
that  the  American  people  shall  witness  an  ad- 
Jounment  of  this  body  without  the  passage 
of  some  measure  of  a  healing  and  salntaiV  char- 
acter, in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country. 

When  tiie  sab-Treasury  scheme  was  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  S^resentatives  in 
1884,  out  of  the  meagre  number  oS  88  votes  it 
then  leodved,  there  was  but  one  friend  of  the 
admiaiatimtion  who  voted  in  favor  of  it  It 
was  then  denounced,  under  the  auspices  and  in 
the  name  of  the  administration,  as  revolution- 
ary, disorgani^ng,  anU-repabUoan,  and  tending 
to  enlarge  Execatire  power,  and  place  in  its 
hands  tne  means  of  corruption.  Believing 
now,  as  I  did  then,  that  such  is  the  true  ohar- 
acter  and  tendency  of  the  measure,  I  adhere  to 
the  ground  taken  by  the  republican  party  in 
1884;  and  I  will  use  every  weapon  which 
reason  and  agument  can  furnish  in  oppositiott 
to  it  I,  for  one,  will  not  be  afraid  to  act  with 
my  individual,  w  any  party,  in  reslstiog  a 
■obeme  which,  how«v«r  it  may  be  viewed  by 
others,  I  firmly  beUere  to  be  fraught  witn 
danger  to  the  best  interests  of  my  country; 
and  hk  doing  so,  so  far  from  abandoning,  I  bat 
mdntun  the  more  closely,  my  republican  faith. 

Hr.  CLiLHouN  Bald  this  attack  of  the  Senator 
is  very  extraordinary.  Yesterday,  in  the  course 
of  my  argument,  I  endeavored  to  show  that 
his  proportion  would  inure  to  the  benefit 
the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  Z  stated  my  reasons.  I  believed  he  did 
not  contemplate  it  in  that  light,  bnt  I  did ;  and 
I  said  to  the  Senator,  you  hud  out  a  powerful 
temptation  to  the  banks.  I  stated  that  the 
itnmff  banlcB,  and  tbey  alone,  would  take  the 
bMuftt  of  this  measorcL  with  the  United  States 
Bank  at  their  heal  Th«r  predominating  in- 
fluence ovOT  every  other  bank  was  inevitable ; 
and  if  they  got  it,  they  would  bold  it  in  jw- 
^tuo,  Tbey  would  make  the  necessary  sacri- 
fice in  the  resumption  of  speoie  payments,  and 
this  bill  would  serve  as  the  motive;  and,  if 
Mr.  Btddle  tried,  he  would  set  it  And  now, 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  I  am  surprised 
at  this  storm  of  passion  and  personal  attack, 
when  I  acquitted  uie  gentleman  of  all  improper 
intentions. 

The  gentleman  says  that  in,  1884  I  was  in 
fivw  ci  restoring  the  dflpodta.  I  was  so ;  and 


I  now,  as  then,  think  they  were  unnecessarily 
and  illegally  removed,  ana  that  it  was  one  of 
the  acoeleratiDg  causes  of  ^e  catastrophe  which 
he  so  much  laments.  ITew  zeal  I  A  new  con- 
vert I  I  never  made  stronger  declarations  in 
my  life  of  the  banking  system  than  at  that 
time.  I  said  the  whole  syrtem  was  hostile  to 
liberi^.  I  was  then  in  fkvor  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  but  not  so  as  to  qualify  my 
position  relative  to  banking.  I  went  farther, 
and  told  the  Senator  and  others,  your  system 
will  &il  if  you  retun  a  connection  wiui  the 
bonks;  there  must  be  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States..  With  me  the  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank  had  reference  to  the  whole  banking 
aiystem.  Has  he  any  foondation  on  which  he 
cau  now  call  me  o  convert  ?  No,  nr,  I  have 
seen,  not  for  four,  but  fourteen  ^ears,  that  the 
issne  must  be  that  the  banks  will  be  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  tbe  Government  the  banks ;  that, 
by  the  constant  tendency  to  increase  the  issnes 
p^>er,  the  banks  or  the  Government  must 
tw  prostrated.  I  hardfy  eniected  to  see  that 
issne  in  my  day ;  bnt  come  I  knew  and  declared 
it  would,  sooner  or  later ;  and  when  the  ques- 
tion should  arise,  it  would  be  the  greatest  <^ 
modem  times.  I  would  lay  a  hundred  to  on^ 
if  the  Senator's  bill  should  ^ass,  the  United 
States  Bank  will  monopolize  its  benefits.  Of 
his  remarks  I  will  only  say  that  they  were 
unworthy  of  him,  and  the  State  from  which  he 
comes. 

Ur.  Brkton.  The  Senator  from  Yirginia 
(Mr.  RiTKs)  repeats  what  has  been  often  told, 
and  answered,  that  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration voted  in  a  body  agunst  Kr.  Gobdon's 
sub-Treasury  proposition  m  1884.  They  did 
so,  and  for  a  renMm  both  notwious  and  gtmd  at 
that  time,  bnt  not  good  now.  Tbe  admmistnk 
tion  could  not  cut  loose  from  the  local  banks 
then ;  they  were  allies  agunst  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and,  as  socb^had  to  be  saved* 
Tbey  were  the  *^Ha^f^^oay  Hmtt "  in  getting 
frotn  the  Hational  bank  to  the  sub-Treasury ; 
and,  as  such,  had  to  be  muntained.  They  are 
no  longer  allies,  or  a  half-way  station,  but  foes 
and  deserters.  They  have  cut  loose  from  tbe 
government,  and  are  weight  in  favor  of  a 
national  bank ;  and  as  such  the  government  is 
now  done  with  them.  It  was  expedient  to 
maintain  the  connection  in  1884:  it  is  expedient 
to  let  it  remain  dissolved  now. 


Hoin)i,T,  September  26. 
Suh-Treaaury  BUI. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  depositories 
of  the  publio  moneys,  on  certain  officers  <tf  the 
General  Government ;  together  with  Mr.  Cur 
hoith's  and  Mr.  Brarroii's  amendments. 

Mr.  Cut  commenced  by  observing  that 
feeling  an  anxious  desire  to  see  some  eff^tual 
plan  presented  to  correct  the  disorders  in  the 
currency,  and  to  restore  the  pro^ri^  of  the 
ooontry,  he  had  avtdded  preoipitmng  himself 
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into  the  debate  nov  in  progress,  that  he  might 
attentivelj  examine  every  remedy  that  shoald 
be  propoaed,  and  impartially  weigh  every  con- 
^eration  nr|;ed  in  its  support.  No  period  had 
eror  eidsted  in  thia  country,  in  which  the  fnture 
was  covered  by  a  darker,  denser,  or  more  im- 
penetrable ^oom.  None,  in  which  the  duty 
was  so  imperative  to  discard  all  passion  and 

Ereindice.  all  party  ties,  and  prevfous  bias,  and 
>ok  ezclusively  to  the  good  of  our  afBicted 
country.  In  one  respect — and  he  thought  it  a 
fortunate  one — our  present  difficulties  are  dis- 
tinguishable from  former  domestic  troubles,  and 
that  is  their  universality.  They  are  felt,  it  is 
tme,  in  different  degrees,  but  they  reach  every 
Motion,  every  State,  everr  interest,  almost  every 
man  in  the  XJmoa.  AU  fod,  see,  hear,  know 
tbur  eristenoo.  As  ihejio  not  array,  like  our 
former  diTiaions,  one  portion  of  the  confederacy 
a^nst  another,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  common 
Bufferings  may  lead  to  common  sympathieH  and 
common  counsels,  and  that  we  anall,  at  no 
distant  day,  be  able  to  see  a  clear  way  of 
deliverance.  If  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try were  produced  by  the  fault  of  the  people ; 
ff  it  proceeded  from  their  wastefal  extrava- 
gance and  fheir  indulgence  of  a  reckless  spirit 
of  ruinous  speculation ;  if  public  measures  bad 
no  agency  whatever  in  brinn^g  it  abont,  it 
would  nevertiieless  be  the  dnty  of  Qovemment 
to  exert  all  its  energies  and  to  em^y  all  Its 
le^timate  powers  to  devise  an  efficaoious  reme- 
dy. But  u  oar  present  deplorable  oonditi<ni 
has  sprung  from  our  mlers;  if  it  is  to  be 
deariy  traced  to  their  acts  and  operationa,  that 
duty  becomes  infinitely  more  obligatory ;  and 
Government  would  be  faithless  to  the  highest 
and  most  solemn  of  human  trusts  should  it 
neglect  to  perform  it.  And  is  it  not  too  true 
that  the  evils  whioh  surround  us  are  to  be 
ascribed  to  those  who  have  had  the  condnot  of 
our  public  affairs  f 

In  glancing  at  the  past,  (continued  Mr.  C.,) 
nothing  can  he  fnrther  from  my  intention  than 
to  excite  angry  feelings,  or  to  find  grounds  oi 
reproach.  It  wonld  be  for  more  oongenlal  to 
my  wishes  that,  on  this  occadon,  we  ahoold 
forget  all  former  nnhiq)py  divisions  and  anl-. 
moaities.  Bat,  in  order  to  diaoover  how  to  get 
out  of  onr  difficulties,  we  must  asoertdn,  if  we 
can,  how  we  got  into  them. 

Prior  to  timt  series  of  unfortunate  measares 
whioh  had  for  its  o^ect  the  overthrow  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  discon- 
Unuance  of  its  fiscal  agency  for  the  Govern- 
ment, no  people  upon  ear^  ever  enjoyed  a 
better  eorrenoy,  or  had  exchanges  better  regu- 
Jfuted,  than  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Our  monetary  eyvbem  speared  to  have  attained 
as  ^reat  perfootion  as  any  thing  human  can 
possibly  reach.  The  eombinati<m  of  Uidted 
States  and  local  banks  presented  a  tme  image 
of  our  system  of  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  worked  quite  as  well.  Not  only 
within  the  country  had  we  a  local  and  a  gener^ 
flnrrehG?,  perfooUy  aonnd ;  but,  in  w^tever 
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quarter  of  the  globe  American  commerce  had 
penetrated,  there  also  did  the  Ulls  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  command  unbonnded 
credit  and  oonfidenoe.  Nov  we  are  in  dangn 
of  having  fixed  upon  us,  indefinitely  as  to  timfl, 
that  memnm — an  irredeemable  paper  currency, 
which,  by  the  universal  consent  of  the  com- 
mercial world,  is  regarded  as  the  worst.'  How 
has  thia  reverse  come  upon  us!  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  it  is  the  result  of  those  measures 
to  which  I  have  adverted  ?  When  at  the  very 
moment  of  adopting  them,  the  very  conse- 
qaences  which  have  happened  were  foretold  as 
inevitable,  is  it  necessary  to  look  elsewhere  fcx 
thdr  cause?  Never  was  prediction  more  ^ 
tinctiymade;  never  was  fulfilment  more  UtenI 
and  exact. 

Let  ns  suppose  that  those  measnres  had  not 

been  adopted;  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  reohartered ;  that  the  publie 
depodts  had  remained  undisturbed :  ana  that 
the  Treasnry  order  had  never  issued :  is  there 
not  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  ^onld  be 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  sound  currency; 
that  the  ^nblio  depodts  would  be  now  safe  and 
forthcommg;  and  that  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  in  Hay  last  would  not  have  h^ 
pened? 

The  Message,  to  reconcile  us  to  onr  misfor- 
tnnM,  and  to  exonerate  the  measures  of  our 
own  Government  from  all  blame  in  prodncin^ 
Uie  present  state  of  things,  refers  to  the  oondi- 
tion  of  Europe,  and  especially  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  It  alleges,  that  "in  both  countries 
we  have  witnessed  tihe  same  redundancy  d 
paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit ;  tlie 
same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  suc- 
cesses ;  the  same  difficulties  and  reverses ;  and, 
at  length,  nearly  the  same  overwhelming  catas- 
trophe." 

whatever  of  embarrassment  Europe  has 
recently  experienced  may  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained by  its  trade  and  connection  with  the 
United  Stetes.  The  degree  of  embarraaameDt 
boa  been  marked,  in  the  commOTual  countries 
there,  by  the  degree  of  th^  coniutotion  with 
the  United  States.  All,  or  almost  all,  the  great 
failures  in  Europe  have  been  of  houses  enga^ 
in  the  American  tntde.  Great  Brit^  wbidi, 
as  the  Message  justly  observes,  mtuntains  the 
closest  relations  with  us,  has  suffered  most; 
France  next,  and  so  on,  in  the  order  of  their 
greater  or  less  commercial  intercourse  with  us. 
Most  truly  was  it  stud  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  that  the  recent  embarrassments  of 
Europe  were  the  embarrassments  of  a  creditor, 
from  whom  payment  was  withheld  by  the 
debtor,  and  from  whom  the  predona  metals 
have  been  unnecessarily  withdrawn  by  the 
pdioy  of  the  same  debtor. 

Since  the  intendty  of  sufibring,  and  the  dis- 
astrous state  of  things  in  this  eoantey,  have  for 
transcended  any  thing  that  has  oooorred  in 
Europe,  we  must  look  here  for  some  peculiar 
and  more  potent  causes  than  any  whiui  have 
been  in  opwatiffli  thwe.  Th^oretobefovnd 
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In  that  series  of  meanree  to  whidi  I  have 
flreadf  adverted. 

iBt.  The  veto  of  the  bank. 

3d.  The  removal  of  the  deposits,  with  the 
wgent  iiijanctioii  of  Secretary  Taney  npon  the 
banks  to  eolarffe  their  accommodatioDs. 

8d.  The  |;ola  bill,  and  the  demand  of  gold 
for  the  foreign  indemnities. 

4th.  The  dnmsy  ezecation  of  the  deposit 
law;  and 

5th.  The  Treaaory  order  of  Jnly,  1886. 

[Here  Mr.  Clat  went  into  an  examination 
of  these  measnres  to  show  that  the  inflated 
oondition  of  the  ooontry,  the  wild  speculations, 
whioh  had  risen  to  their  height  when  thoy 
began  to  be  dieoked  by  the  preparations  of  the 
loMil  baaks  necenanr  to  meet  uie  deposit  law 
of  Jnne,  1686,  the  final  an^wnaion  of  specie 
p^ments,  and  the  ooiueqnent  disorders  in  the 
cnrrency,  commerce,  uid  general  boeiness  of 
the  country,  were  ul  to  w  traced  to  the  in- 
floenoe  of  tiie  measnres  ennmerated.  All  these 
oaoses  operated  immediately,  directly,  and 
bowerfdlly  npon  ns,  and  their  e£feote  were 
indirectly  felt  in  Enrope.] 

The  Message  imputes  to  the  deposit  law  an 
agency  in  ^rodacing  the  existing  emborrass- 
meats.  This  is  a  charge  frequently  made  by 
the  friends  of  the  admmistration  against  that 
law..  It  is  trae,  tliat  the  banlu  iiaving  In- 
oreased  tbcdr  aoeommodatiMU,  in  conformity 
with  the  orders  of  Secretary  Taney,  it  mig^t 
not  have  been  oonvenient  to  Teoall  and  pay 
them  over  for  public  nse.  It  is  trne^  also,  tnat 
the  manner  in  which  the  law  was  execnted  by 
the  Treasory  Department,  tranaferring  larae 
Boms  from  creditor  to  debtor  portions  of  the 
eoontry,  without  regard  to  the  commerce  or 
bnainess  of  the  conn^,  might  have  aggravated 
tho  inoonvenienoe.  Bat  what  do  those  who 
object  to  the  law  think  ongfat  to  have  been 
done  with  the  snrplnses  which  had  accamnlat- 
ed,  and  were  duly  aogmenting  to  such  an  enor- 
mooa  amonnt  in  ute  hands  of  Uie  deposit  banks  f 
TTere  they  to  be  iuoorpwated  wit£t  their  capi- 
tals, and  remain  there  fbr  the  bm^t  of  tne 
fltodiiolders  t  Vas  it  not  proper  and  jnst  that 
tiiey  alioiild  be  qtplied  to  the  uses  of  the  people 
from  whom  they  were  collected !  And  when- 
ever and  however  taken  from  the  deposit  buks, 
woold  not  inconvenience  necessarily  happen  9 

The  great  evil  ander  which  the  country  la- 
bors is  the  suspension  of  tiie  banks  to  pay 
specie,  ttie  total  derangement  in  all  domestic 
exchanges,  and  the  paralysis  which  has  come 
over  the  whole  buamess  of  the  country.  In 
regard  to  the  currency,  it  is  not  that  a  given 
amount  of  bank  notes  will  not  now  command 
as  maob  as  the  aame  amoont  of  spede  wonld 
have  done  prior  to  the  suspenidon ;  W  it  is  the 
ftatnre,  the  danger  of  an  inconvertible  paper 
money  being  indefiidtdlyOT  pwmanently fixed 
upon  the  people^  that  filla  them  with  ^pre- 
hendons.  Our  great  ol^eot  shonld  be  to  re^ 
tablish  a  sound  onrrent^,  and  thmby  to  lestore 


flie  ezohanges  and  revive  the  bnrinesB  of  the 

eonntry. 

The  first  impresdon  whioh  the  measnres 
brought  forward  by  the  admiidstratlon  make^ 
is,  that  they  consist  of  temporary  expediently 
looking  to  the  supply  of  the  necessities  of  the 
Treasury ;  for  so  far  as  any  of  them  possess  a 
permanent  character,  its  tendency  is  rather  to 
aggravate  than  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the 
people.  Kone  of  them  purpose  to  rectify  the 
disorders  in  the  actual  currencr  of  the  country ; 
but  the  people,  the  States,  and  their  banks,  are 
left  to  shift  for  themselves  as  they  may  or  can. 
The  administration,  after  having  intervened 
between  the  States  and  their  banks,  and  taken 
them  into  the  federal  servioe,  wiUunit  the  con- 
sent of  the  States;  after  having  puffed  and 
pndaed  them;  after  having  broi^t  them,  or 
Oontributed  to  bring  them,  into  their  present 
situation,  now  snddenly  turns  its  back  npon 
them,  leaving  them  to  their  fate  I  It  is  not 
content  with  that ;  it  must  absolutely  discredit 
their  issues.  And  tiie  very  people  who  were 
told  by  the  administration  that  these  banks 
would  supply  them  with  a  better  currency,  are 
now  left  to  struggle  as  they  can  with  the  very 
currency  which  the  Government  recommended 
to  them,  but  which  it  now  refVises  itself  to  re- 
ceive! 

The  professed  object  of  the  administration  is 
to  eataUish  what  it  terms  the  onrrrenoy  of  the 
oonstitntion,  which  it  proposes  to  aocompllsh 
by  restricting  the  Federal  Government,  in  all 
receipts  and  payments,  to  the  exdusive  use  of 
specne,  and  by  refusing  fdl  bank  paper,  whether 
cimvertible  or  not.  It  cUsohums  all  purposes  of 
crippling  or  putting  down  the  banlu  of  the 
States ;  bnt  we  shall  better  deterimne  the  de- 
sign or  the  effect  of  the  measures  recommendedj 
by  considering  them  together  as  one  system. 

1.  The  first  is  the  sub-Treasuries,  which  are 
to  be  made  the  depositories  of  all  the  specie 
collected  and  paid  out  for  the  service  of  the 
C^eral  Qovemment,  discrediting  and  refkising 
all  the  notes  of  the  States,  although  payable 
and  psid  in  spede. 

S.  A  bankrupt  law  for  the  TTidted  Stately 
levelled  at  all  the  State  banks,  and  antlioriring 
the  seizore  of  tiie  effects  of  any  of  them  that 
^op  payment,  and  the  admimstration  of  their 
effects  under  the  federal  authority  exclusively. 

8.  A  particular  law  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, by  which  all  the  corporations  and  people 
of  the  District,  under  severe  puns  and  penalties, 
are  prohibited  from  circulating,  sixty  days  after 
the  passage  of  the  law,  any  paper  whatever, 
not  convertible  into  specie  on  demand,  and  are 
made  liable  to  prosecution  by  indictment. 

4.  And  lasUy,  the  bill  to  suspend  the  ps^^ 
ment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  by 
the  piOTidons  of  whidi  the  deposit  banks  in- 
debted to  the  Government  are  placed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy. 

It  is  inmossible  to  consider  this  system  with- 
out perooving  that  it  is  aimed  at|  and,  if  carried 
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6iit,  must  tenninate  hi  the  total  aabTenion  of 
the  State  banka;  and  that  they  will  be  aU 
^aoed  at  the  mercy  of  the  Federal  Goveniment 
It  is  in  Tun  to  protest  that  there  exists  no  de- 
ngn  against  them.  The  effect  of  these  meas- 
ures cannot  be  misnnderstood. 

And  why  this  nev  experiment  or  untried  ex- 
pedient! The  pe^le  oi  this  oonntry  are  tired 
of  experiments.  Onght  not  the  administration 
itself  to  cease  with  them.  Ought  it  not  to 
take  warning  from  the  events  of  recent  eleo- 
tionat  Abore  all,  dionld  not  the  Beoate,  oon- 
Ititnted  as  it  now  ia,  be  the  last  body  to  lead 
itaelf  to  fiuther  oxperiments  npon  the  business 
and  hawiness  of  this  great  people  f  Aocordtng 
to  the  l^est  expression  of  public  opinion  in  the 
sereral  States,  the  Senate  is  no  longer  a  true 
ucponent  of  the  will  of  the  States  or  of  the 
people.  If  it  were,  there  would  be  thirty-two 
or  thirty-four  whigs  to  eighteen  or  twenty 
friends  m  the  administration. 

yfe  are  told  tliat  it  is  necessary  to  separate, 
divorce  the  Government  from  the  banks.  Let 
na  not  lie  deluded  by  sounds.  Senators  miglit 
as  wdl  talk  of  separs^ng  the  Government  from 
the  States^r  from  the  people,  or  from  the 
oountry.  we  ore  all^Hpeople— States — Union 
— banki,  bonnd  up  and  interwoven  t<^ther, 
united  in  fortane  and  dertiny,  and  all,  all  en- 
titled to  theproteoting  oare  w  a  parental  Gov* 
ermnent.  Ton  may  as  well  attempt  to  make 
the  Govonment  breathe  a  different  air,  drink 
a  different  water,  be  lit  and  warmed  by  a  differ- 
ent Bun  from  the  people  I  A  hard-money  Gov- 
ernment and  a  paper*money  people  I  A  Gov- 
ernment, an  official  corps — the  servants  of  the 
people— glittering  In  a&d  the  people 

themselves,  their  masters,  bnried  In  rain,  and 
surrounded  with  rags. 

No  pnident  or  praotioal  Government  will  In 
its  measares  run  counter  to  the  long-settled 
habits  and  nsagea  of  the  people.  BeUgion, 
lau^oage,  laws,  the  estaUisiea  currency  and 
bosmess  of  the  wh<^e  otnmtry,  cannot  bo  easily 
or  suddenly  uprooted.  After  the  denomination 
of  onr  coin  was  ohaoged  to  dollars  and  cents, 
many  years  eliqtfed  bwore  the  old  method  of 
keeping  accounts,  in  pounds,  shilUngs,  and 
pence,  was  abuidoned.  And,  to  this  day,  there 
are  probably  some  men  of  the  last  century  who 
adhere  to  it  If  a  fundamental  olumge  be- 
comes necessary,  it  should  not  be  sudden,  but 
oondnoted  by  slow  and  cautions  desrees.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  always  been 
a  paper-money  people.  It  was  paper  money 
that  oarried  us  through  the  Bevolotioo,  eetab- 
Uahed  onr  liberties,  ana  made  as  a  free  and  in- 
dependent people.  And,  if  the  experience  of 
the  revolutionary  war  convinced  onr  ancestors, 
as  we  are  convinced,  of  tiie  of  an  irre- 
deemable paper  medium,  it  was  put  aride  only 
to  give  place  to  that  convertible  p^er  wbi<m 
has  so  powerfully  oontribnted  to  oar  npid  ad- 
vancement, prosperity,  and  greatness. 

The  proposed  sabstitation  of  an  exdndve 
metallio  enzreaqr,  to  the  mixed  medium  with 
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which  we  have  been  so  long  fkmiliar,  ia  lbrt>Id- 
den  by  the  pnnciples  of  eternal  jntioe.  Asaom- 
ing  the  currem^  of  the  country  to  consist  of 
two-thirds  of  paper  and  one  of  specie ;  and  as- 
iuming  also  that  the  money  of  a  connby,  what- 
ever may  be  its  component  parts,  regidates  all 
values,  and  expresses  the  tnie  amount  which 
the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  his  creditor,  the  effect 
of  the  change  upon  that  relation,  and  apon 
the  property  of  the  country,  would  be  most 
ruinous.  All  property  would  bo  reduced  in 
^ue  to  one-third  of  its  preaent  nwninal 
amonnt;  and  ever;  debtor  would,  in  effecL 
have  to  pay  three  times  as  much  as  he  had 
omtraoted  for.  The  presaure  of  onr  fOTeisD 
debt  woidd  be  three  times  as  great  as  it  Ui 
whilst  tiie  six  hundred  millions,  which  ia  aboot 
the  snm  now  probably  doe  to  the  banks  from 
the  pecnile,  would  be  multiplied  Into  eigbteaa 
hundred  milliona. 

Bat  there  are  some  more  qwdfio  objections 
to  this  project  of  snb-treasuriea,  wluch  deserva 
to  be  noticed.  The  first  is  its  insecurity.  The 
sub-treasurer  and'  his  bondsmen  constitute  the 
only  guaranty  for  the  safety  of  the  immense 
sums  of  puUlo  moavj  which  pass  tlmm^  his 
hand&  la  this  to  be  onnpared  with  that  wUdk 
is  posseseed  throng  the  affency  of  bankst 
The  oollector,  who  la  to  be  the  mb^reaiDier, 
paya  the  money  to  the  bank,  and  the  bank  to 
the  disbursing  officer.  Here  are  three  eheeka ; 
yon  propose  to  destroy  two  of  them,  and  thai 
most  important  of  all,  the  bank,  with  its  ma- 
chinery of  pre^dent,  directors,  cashier,  teller, 
and  clerks,  all  of  whom  are  so  many  sentinels. 
At  the  very  moment  when  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  us  how  well  his  sob-Treasury  sys- 
tem works,  he  has  cornmunioated  to  Congress  a 
circular,  signed  by  himself  exhibitiag  his  dia- 
tmst  in  it ;  for  he  directs,  in  that  drmilar,  that 
the  public  moneys,  when  they  amount  to  a  large 
sum,  shall  be  Kieolally  daporfted  with  tiioae 
very  bank*  which  he  vrould  repodlate.  In 
St^  of  Eentnoky,  (other  genuemfln  can  ^eak 
of  th^  respective  States,)  althon^  it  has  «- 
isted  but  about  forty-five  yeaia,  three  treasur- 
ers, selected  by  the  Legislature  for  their  es- 
tablished characters  of  honor  and  probi^, 

E roved  faithless.  And  the  history  of  the  de- 
nquency  of  one  is  the  history  of  all.  It 
commenced  in  human  weakness,  yielding  to 
earnest  solicitations  for  temporary  loans,  with 
the  most  positive  assorauoee  of  a  ^nctual  re- 
turn. In  no  instance  was  there  ori^nally  any 
intention  to  defraud  the  poblia  We  should  not 
expose  poor  weak  human  nature  to  sa<dL  temp- 
tmons.  HoweaBywiUitbe,aBhaibeendinH^ 
to  indemnify  the  mreUesont  of  the  pBbUe 
monn',  and  BC[aander  the  reridiw  f  ' 

2.  Then  there  is  the  lialnlitr  to  fsvoritiBai. 
In  the  receipts,  a  political  partisan  or  ftiend 
may  be  accommodated  in  the  p^ment  of  dntiaa^ 
in  tiie  disbursement,  in  the  pnrchase  of  billa, 
in  drafts  upon  convenient  ana  fiivwaUe  offloei^ 
and  in  a  tiwnaand  wi^s. 
8.  The  fearful  increase  of  Executive  patron- 
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age.  Hnadreds  and  thonsandfl  of  new  officers 
are  to  be  created ;  for  this  bill  is  a  mere  oom- 
maaoeiDent  of  the  system,  and  all  are  to  be 
nlaoed  onder  the  direct  control  of  the  Presi- 
dent 

The  Senator  from  SonOt  Oarolina  (Ur.  Cal- 
eodn)  thinks  that  the  Execntive  is  now  weak, 
and  that  no  danger  is  to  be  ^prahended  frcnn 
its  patronage.  IwishtoGodloonldseetheanb- 
Jeet  in  the  ttme  li^t  that  he  does.  I  vldi 
that  I  oonld  feel  free  from  that  alaim  at  Ezeoo- 
tive  eneroaohmeDts  hj  which  he  and  I  were  so 
recently  animated.  When  and  how,  let  me  ask, 
has  that  power,  lately  so  fearfbl  and  formidable, 
suddenly  become  so  weak  and  harmless  ? 
Where  is  that  corps  of  one  hundred  thonsand 
offlce-holdera  and  dependanta  whose  organized 
strength,  directed  by  the  will  of  a  nngle  man, 
was  utely  held  np  in  such  virid  colors  and 
powerful  language  by  a  report  made  by  the 
Senator  Mmself  f  When  were  they  disbanded ! 
What  has  become  of  proacripMon !  Its  victims 
may  be  exhausted,  but  Ute  spirit  and  the  pow- 
er which  Bacriflced  tiiera  remain  nnsnbaned. 
What  of  the  dlsmis^s  power  t  What  of  the 
retof  Of  that  praelTce  of  withhtddtng  bills, 
oontnry  to  the  constitution,  still  more  repre- 
hensible than  the  abuses  of  the  veto?  Of 
Treasury  orders,  pat  in  force  and  midnt^ed 
in  defl^ce  and  contempt  of  the  legislative  au- 
thority I  And,  although  last,  not  least,  of  that 
expunging  power  which  degraded  the  Senate, 
and  placed  it  at  the  feet  of  we  Executive  t 

Wnich  of  all  these  enormous  powers  and 

Sreteosions  has  the  present  Chief  M^strate 
Isavowed  ?  So  far  from  disclaiming  mj  one 
of  thera,  has  he  not  announced  his  intention  to 
follow  in  the  verj  footsteps  of  his  predecessor  ? 
And  has  be  not  done  it?  Was  it  agmnst  the 
person  of  Andrew  Jaokaon  that  the  Senator 
irom  South  Carolina  lo  ably  oo-operated  with 
na!  So,  sir,  no,  Bir,  no.  It  was  against  his 
UBurpatloua,  as  we  believed  them ;  agunst  his 
arbitrary  administration ;  above  all,  agunst 
that  tremendous  and  frightful  augmentation 
of  the  power  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  that  we  patriotically  but  vainly 
contended.  The  person  of  the  Oldef  Uagistrate 
is  changed,  but  there  stands  the  Executive  pow- 
eTj  perpetuated  in  all  its  vast  magnitude,  midi- 
muUshed,  reasserted,  and  overshadowing  all  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government.  Every 
tn^hv  whioh  tiie  late  Prerideat  won  tram  them 
now  oeooratea  the  ExeontiTe  mandon.  Evei7 
power  which  he  tore  from  a  Ueeding  owstita- 
tion,  is  now  in  iho  Ezeonttre  armory,  ready,  as 
time  and  occasion  may  prompt  the  existing  in- 
cumbent, whoever  he  may  be,  to  be  thundered 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  or  the 
courae  of  others,  I  owe  it  to  myself  and  to  truth 
to  say,  that,  in  deprecaUng  the  election  of  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson  to  the  office  of  CQiief 
ICagistrate,  It  was  not  from  any  private  con- 
siderations, but  beoauae  I  conrioend  it  would 
be  a  great  oalamlty  to  n^eoaiitry;  and  that, 
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in  whatever  opporition  I  made  to  measures  of 
his  admiiUstranon,  which  more  than  realized 
my  very  worst  apprehensions,  I  was  guided 
solely  by  a  sense  of  public  duty.  And  I  do 
now  declare  my  solemn  and  un^aken  convio- 
tion  that,  until  the  Executive  power,  as  enlarge 
ed,  extended,  and  con8(didated  by  him,  Is  re- 
duioed  within  its  true  euiBlitalional  limits,  then 
is  no  permanent  seonri^  for  the  libwties  and 
happiness  of  this  people. 

4.  La8tly,passtb{s toll, and whateTerdivoroe 
its  friends  may  profess  to  be  its  ^m,  that  pe^ 
oos  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  so  ji^ily 
dreaded  by  our  British  and  Revolutionary  an- 
cestors, becomes  attsolute  and  complete.  And 
who  can  doubt  It  who  knows  tiiat  over  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  Washington,  and 
every  snb-Treasnrer,  the  President  euims  tb9 
power  to  exercise  uncontrolled  sway  t  Toexaofe 
moplicit  obedience  to  his  wiU  ? 

The  Message  states  that,  in  the  process  both 
of  oollection  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,  the  officers  who  perfimn  It  act  under 
the  Exeentive  ocnnniands;  and  it  argues  tKat^ 
therefore,  the  custody  also  of  the  Treasory 
might  as  weD  be  eonfided  to  the  Xxeentive 
care.  I  think  the  safer  condoidon  is  directly 
oppodte.  The  possession  of  so  much  power 
over  the  national  treasure  is  Just  canse  of  re- 
gret, and  furnishes  a  strong  reason  for  £mln- 
ishing  it,  if  possible,  but  none  for  its  increase, 
none  for  givmg  the  whole ^Ktwer  over  purse 
to  the  Chief  Uaglstrate. 

Entertdnlng  the  views  which  I  have  present-^ 
ed,  it  may  be  asked  why  I  do  not  at  once  pro- 

gose  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  I 
ave  already  adverted  to  the  cause.  Cbnsti- 
tuted  as  Oongress  now  Is,  I  know  that  such  a 
propocdtlon  would  be  defeated;  and  ISiat  H 
wonld  be  therafbre  naelesB  to  make  it  I  do 
not  denre  to  force  upon  the  Senate,  or  upon 
the  country,  ag^nst  its  will,  if  I  could,  my 
opinion,  however  sincerely  and  strongly  enter- 
tained. If  a  national  bank  be  established.  Its 
stability  and  its  utility  will  depend  upon  the 
general  conviction  which  is  felt  of  its  necearaty. 
And  until  such  a  conviction  ia  deeply  impressed 
upon  the  people,  and  clearly  manifested  by 
tliem,  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  unwise 
even  to  propose  a  l>aok. 
Of  the  scneme  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia 

?fr.  Rites)  I  t^ink  now  as  I  thought  in  1884. 
do  not  believe  tliat  any  practicable  connection 
of  State  banks  can  supply  a  generid  ourreney, 
be  a  safiB  depoaltcay  of  the  puUic  mtHi^i^  or 
aet  efficiently  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  General 
Government.  I  was  not  then  opposed  to  the 
State  banks  in  their  proper  sphere.  I  thought 
that  they  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  form  ex- 
clusively a  banking  system  for  the  country, 
although  they  were  essential  parts  of  a  general 
system. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator,  conridered 
as  a  measure  to  bring  about  the  resuraptim  of 
specie  myments,  so  mueh  desired,  I  think  must 
fid).  The  mottn  wUoh  it  holds  out  of  the 
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nceivabUity  in  all  paymeitts  to  the  Govun- 
ment,  of  tlie  paper  of  saoh  banks  as  maj  re- 
KUD6  hj  ft  given  daj,  coupled  witli  the  condi- 
tion! proposed,  is  wholly  madeqiiate.  It  is  an 
offer  to  eight  hundred  banks ;  and  the  reTenne 
payment  ^  which  in  their  notes  is  held  oat  as 
the  inducement,  amounts  to  some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  millions.  To  entitle  them  to  the 
inconsiderable  extension  of  their  circulation, 
which  would  resolt  from  the  credit  given  by 
Qovermnent  to  the  paper  of  all  of  them,  they 
are  required  to  sabmit  to  a  sappression  of  ail 
notes  below  five  dollars,  and  at  no  very  distant 
period  to  all  bdow  twenty.  The  enlargement 
of  their  ciroalation,  prodnoed  by  making  it  re- 
CMvable  by  Government,  would  be  mudi  less 
than  the  oontraotion  which  wonld  arise  from 
the  sappresmcna  of  the  pn^bited  notes.  Be- 
eidea,  if  the  quality  propoeed  agun  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  notes  of  theae  load  banks  was 
insufficient  to  prevent  the  snspeosion,  how  can 
it  be  efficacious  enough  to  stimulate  a  resiimp- 
tion  ai  spede  payments  f 

I  shall,  nevertheless,  if  called  upon  to  ^ve  a 
vote  between  the  pn^ect  uf  the  administration 
and  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
^nia,  vote  for  the  latter,  because  it  is  harmless, 
if  it  efi'eots  no  good,  and  looks  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  State  banks ;  whilst  the  other  is 
frauf^t  with  mischiefs,  as  I  believe,  and  tends, 
if  it  be  not  deugned,  to  the  utter  destruction 
of  those  institntiAUS.  ■  But,  preferring  to  either 
{he  postponement  moved  hy  the  Senator  from 
Gec^ia,  I  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  vote  for 
that. 

Snch,  Hr.  President,  are  the  views  which  I 
entertain  on  the  present  state  of  oar  pablio  af- 
fidrs.  It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  thai  I  can 
jterceive  no  remedy,  but  such  as  lain  the  hands 
of  the  people  themselves.  Whenever  they  i^all 
impress  upon  Congress  a  conviction  of  that 
which  they  wish  applied,  they  will  obtain  it, 
and  not  before.  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  go 
home  and  mix  with  and  oousnlt  oar  constitu- 
ents. And  do  not,  I  entreat  yon,  let  ns  carr^ 
with  us  the  bnniing  reproach,  that  our  meas- 
ures brae  display  a  seESsh  Bolioitnde  for  the 
Government  itat^  but  a  oold  and  heartless  in- 
aenubiiity  to  the  sufferings  of  a  bleeding 
people. 

When  Hr.  Olat  had  condnded  bis  remarks, 
The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Kmo's  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  bill  until  December  next, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

TxAB.— -HeSBTB.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Ke&tiu^, 
ClaTtoD,  Orittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
UcKeui,  Kicbolw,  PreDtias,  Bobbins,  BiW^es,  Bmith 
of  Indiuu,  Spence,  IDpfan,  Webster,  Wiite,  WU- 
Uams— 19. 

Nats.— Hessn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bndianui, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  ^Iduma,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Unn,  Lyon,  Uorria,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  PreBton,  Bives,  Roane,  Bohinson, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Talhnadge,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright,  Toong— 27. 

Oa  moUoa  of  ICr.  Wnoar,  the  aotion  on  the 


sah-Treasurr  bill  was  informally  subtended  till 
to-morrow,  by  nDauimoaa  consent,  and  the  two 
following  bills  were  saooessively  taken  up  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reai^nf^ 

viz: 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in  New  York ;  and 

The  hill  making  farther  proviaon  for  the 
snppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  1887. 

Mr.  Wbioht  farther  stated,  that  though  he 
was  anxious  for  the  bill  aathoriting  the  deposit 
of  merchandise  in  public  stores  to  be  acted  on 
without  delay,  yet,  aa  the  Senatw  from  Soutii 
Oarolina  (Mr.  Causodh)  had  expressed  a  wish 
for  its  farther  postponement,  unless  the  Senate 
wished  otherwise,  ne  should  pass  it  by  at  pres- 
ent, and  oall  it  up  in  a  foir  iujB, 
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A  Ifational  Bank. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wsiqht,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  coDBideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  reported  by  the  C!ommlttee  on  Fi- 
nance, on.petitions  from  Kew  Orleans,  St.  Louis, 
and  other  quarters,  for  a  United  States  bank, 

"RatAved,  That  the  pn^  of  Aa  petltlonen 
oo^t  not  to  be  granted." 

Mr.  Glat,  of  Kentucky,  s^d  he  did  not  see 
much  utility  in  acting  on  a  negative  resolution 
of  this  kind.  He  recollected  bat  one  example 
of  a  similar  resolution,  and  that  was  during  the 
se^on  of  Congress  when  the  deolaratiou  of  the 
late  war  was  m^e  against  Great  Britain.  The 
resolution  was  offered  by  that  most  extraordi- 
nary man,  now  no  more,  Ur.  Randdph,  of 
Tiipnia.  Leandng  that  the  Message  of  Ifr. 
Ma&on  to  Oongreas  would  recommend  s  deo> 
laration  of  war,  he  rose  in  his  plac&  two  or 
three  days  before  it  was  presented,  and  ofliared 
a  resolution  stmilar  to  this,  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent to  declare  war  agunst  Great  Britain.  It 
was,  however,  got  rid  of,  in  some  way  or  other, 
without  a  vote  upon  it 

Mr.  C.  did  not  think,  as  he  had  declared 
yesterday,  that  it  was  expedient  to  express  any 
opinion  on  this  sulfject  at  this  time;  and  he 
would  submit  it  to  geotiemen  whether  It  were 
not  better  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table.  He 
thougjit  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  the  resolution  now  stood  nnder  present 
ciroomstaneea.  Mr.  0.  thought  the^  had  better 
not  now  establish  a  bank  of  tiie  United  States, 
much  as  it  appeared  to  tw  necessary  to  relieve 
the  countiy.  But,  if  it  was  not  to  be  laid  on 
the  table,  Mr.  G.  moved  to  amend  it  hy  the  fid- 
lowing  substitute : 

Raolved,  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  establish  a 
United  States  bank  whenever  It  shall  be  manifested 
that  a  dear  minority  of  tiie  peo^e  of  the  United 
States  an  !n  fkvor  of  audi  an  instltatioiL ' 

On  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  na^; 
which  were  ordered. 
After  debate,  the  quflsticoi  vas  taken  on  eaoh 
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pTopoeition,  andon  Hr. Out's  mbsdtote  first, 
vbich -vw  T^eoted  V 1^ ''''^^  * 

TxAS.— Meem.  Bayard,  Bladt,  Clay  of  Eentii^, 
Clayton,  CriUeoden,  Davia,  Kent,  Knight,  Prentte, 
Bobbuu,  Smitli  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Webster 
—14. 

Nats.— Hewn.  AUen,  Braton,  Boeluman,  Cal- 
Iwnn,  Clay  of  Alabwna,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard, 
yipg  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  UorrU,  Nich' 
elas,  Nlles,  Korrell,  Kres,  Roane,  Robinson,  Btnith 
of  Ctmnaetieut,  Btrange,  TaUmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
Whtte,  WilliamB,  Wri^t,  Tonng— 26. 

The  ori^nal  resolution  as  reported  by  the 
committee,  was  then  adopted,  as  fbUows : 

Tus. — lCe«ra.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Budianan, 
(Uhoun,  Clay  of  AU*™*,  Fnllon,  Gmndy,  Hub- 
bard, Kine  of  AJabama,  King  oi  Gen^  Linn, 
LyoD,  U(3CMn,  Horris,  Md^as,  Niles,  Norrell, 
Firace,  Birea,  Bouie,  BoUneon,  Smitli  of  Connecti- 
out,  Strange,  TiUmu^  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wil- 
Qams,  V^dit,  Toong— SI. 

Kin.— if  easrs.  Bmrd,  Blade,  CSay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  Knight,  PrenliaB,  BobUns, 
anitli  of  Indiana,  Spenoe,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webster— 
14. 


'WiDiRSDAT,  Septembeor  27. 

Tb«  bin  impodng  ad^tional  dntioa  on  pnUw 
irfBeera,  making  them  depositaries  of  the  poUio 
rereane,  togeUier  wtth  Mr.  Oalhodh's  omend- 
tnent  thereto,  being  taken  op, 

[Hr.  Walker  followed  Hr.  Clay,  and  replied  to 
him,  point  by  pdnt,  en  all  the  canaes  aliped  by  liim 
aa  prodocing  the  present  dish—;  and  thai  pro- 
ceeded:] 

But  the  Senator  from  Eentooky  tells  ns  thai 
fbe  bill  under  oonrid«atioa  would  inorease 
SzeoatiTe  patrmiage.  Nov,  the  bill  creates  no 
additional  offioov ;  it  gives  to  the  President  no 
Additional  eootrol  over  the  existing  officers ;  it 
nerdy  imposes  additional  daUes  upon  existing 
officers,  reqdring  them  not  only  to  reeeive,  bat 
to  keep  safely,  withont  use  or  loan,  tall  the 
period  of  disbursement,  the  pablio  moneys.  I 
can  see  here  no  increase  of  tlzecntiTe  patron- 
age. Bat  this  qneation  ma«t  be  examined  by 
oomparisoa  witK  the  proposed  sabatitnte, 
namely,  a  re-adoption  of  the  deposit  bank  sys- 
tem. Kow,  no  a^goment  has  heretofore  been 
more  itronkly  nixed  by  the  opponents  ct  the 
administration,  t£an  the  vast  and  inoreanog 
patronage  the  deposit  bank  system  would  con- 
fer npon  the  Presidsnk  of  the  United  States. 
These  banks  were  denominated  pet  banks — the 
President's  banks— -and  again  and  again  was  it 
said  that  the  late  President  derired  to  retain 
the  sarplns  in  these  banks,  (these  miserable  de- 
posit banks,  as  they  were  then  expressly  called 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentaoky,)  with  a  view  to 
inflnenoe  the  approaching  efeotion.  Nor  was 
tills  ai^nmoitooiifiiwd  to  thbohamlMr;  bnthi 


the  Hoose  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  session, 
a  oomndttee  was  ndsed  by  the  opposition  to 
prote,  among  other  things,  the  corrapt  and 
oormptiDg  iiSoence  of  the  deposit  bank  system, 
as  connected  with  the  agent  of  that  system, 
and  the  Treasary  Department  It  would  be 
really  amoring  to  read  some  of  the  speeches  of 
the  opposition  members  at  that  period,  denoano* 
ing  the  cormptins  iuflnences  of  the  deport 
bank  i^stem,  and  uie  vast  pativiuge  it  etm&r^ 
red  upon  the  8e«vtary  m  the  Treasary.  I 
have  not  time  to  read  these  speeches  to  the 
Senate ;  bat,  from  the  docnments  presented  by 
this  oomnuttee,  I  will  refer  to  two  letters  by 
them  pabli^ed.  Ibe  first  is  from  the  castiier 
of  the  deposit  Bank  of  Burlington,  Yermont^ 
under  date  of  January  &6,  1836.  The  cashier 
says :  "  Being  looated  in  the  same  place  where 
a  branch  of  uie  United  States  Bank  was  estab- 
ll^ed,  and  as  we  are  a  deposit  bank,  when  the 
brant^  here  discontinaea  its  (^;>eratiouB,  the 
public  seemed  to  expect  that  we  could  at  once 
afford  the  same  facilities  and  accommodations 
th^  they  enioyed  when  the  branch  was  doing 
bnrioess.  ^re  has  been,  on  the  part  of  onr 
directon^  a  derire  to  meet  this  expeotaiUon; 
and  the  oooseqaenoea  have  been  that  a  very 
sennble  change  has  taken  place,  politically,  in 
CsTor  at  the  GoTemment :  and,  as  it  is  onr  de- 
sire to  strengthen  that  sentiment,  we  feel  that 
it  is  important  to  afford  our  farmers  and  raer- 
diants,  tiie  coming  spnnf;,  a  pret^  extensile 
accommodation,  in  anticipation  of  the  irod 
dip." 

Here  the  senMble  poUtical  change  in  favor  of 
the  Government,  produced  by  this  bank  deposi- 
tory, is  (dearly  stated,  and  the  importance  of 
augmenting  it,  by  enabling  the  bank  to  dis- 
count more  fireely  on  the  Government  deports, 
is  strongly  urged  by  the  oashier  of  the  bsnk. 
X  mif^t  detain  the  Senate  for  weeks  by  qao- 
taticms  from  dmilar  letters ;  bat  only  moke  one 
other  r^renoe.  It  is  to  the  letter  of  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  cashier  of  tiie  Seventh 
Ward  Bank  of  New  York  to  tlie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasniy,  dated  December  1ft,  1888,  and  it 
as  follows: 

"  We,  the  sobseribexs,  offloen  and  Electors  In  ib0 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  In  the  idty  of  New  Toik. 
fU^ids  of  the  adtdi^strBtion,  and  of  the  reverea 
cUef  at  the  bead  of  the  Qovemment,  do  solieit  a 
portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of  the  United  States 
Treasary  for  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank;  thetemsu 
those  most  &TwaUe  to  the  Oovemment" 

Oan  any  mim  peruse  this  letter  wlthoat  foel- 
ings  of  loathing  and  disgostf — ^yet  it  is  from 
fourteen  of  the  most  respeotable  bankers  of  our 
great  commercial  metropolis.  Does  it  not 
demonstrate  the  danj^rons  tendencies  and  in- 
fluences of  this  deposit  bank  system  t  An  en- 
tire bank,  throogh  all  its  officers  and  directors, 
soliciting  "  a  portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of 
the  United  States  Treasury,"  on  the  grounds 
that  tiiey  were  friends  of  the  administration  1 " 
,  This  T^oiit  pabUahed  in  Uaroh  laai|  oontaiDiag 
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these  docnmenta,  I  nerer  pemsed  till  after  the 
dose  of  the  last  seflsioD  of  Congreas.  The  de- 
posit bank  ^stem,  it  is  well  known,  in 
lip^  waa,  in  its  ori^  no  &TOrite  measara  «r 
mine ;  In  fiiol^  it  waa  the  fint  measure  of  our 
patriotloFz«aii3ent  to  irUoh  I  had  erer  expreas- 
ti  any  ^nent ;  and  I  only  aftenrards  gave  it 
mj  reluctant  assent  as  an  alteraatiTe  to  what 
the  developinenta  of  the  spring  of  1884  demon- 
strated to  be  a  greater  eril,  and  still  more  dan- 
geroas  measnre,  the  establishment  of  anj  bank 
of  the  United  States.  Bat  who  can  pemse 
these  letters,  and  deny,  in  the  fiwe  of  the 
American  peoplcL  that  tiiis  deporit  bank  system 
did  enormoaslr  increase  the  power  end  fiscal 
patrtoiage  of  the  Government,  and  that  in  tiie 
hands  of  a  oormpt  Becretary,  and  aspiring 
Prendwt,  it  might  be  made  a  political  eagine 
of  the  most  dangerow  and  alarming  character  t 
niat  it  was  not  so  used,  or  atten^ted  to  be 
used,  by  onr  venerable  Preddent,  or  ineornipt* 
SUe  Secretary,  is  proved  by  the  doonments  ao- 
companying  the  reports  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red ;  bat  that  it  was  snsoeptible  of  snch  abnse 
is  also  as  clearly  demonstrated.  And  what  is 
the  extent  of  this  "fiscal  patronage  1 "  Why, 
by  the  last  retarn  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  we  see,  nnder  the  last  law,  the  nmn- 
ber  of  deposit  banks  increased  to  eighty-nine, 
with  upwards  of  eighty  millions  of  capital, 
and  discounts  of  notes  and  bills  of  exchange 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  this  inunense  monejwd  power 
was  sal^ected  to  the  infinenoe  and  oon^  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry :  for  the  whole 
bank  correspondfflice  will  clearly  demonstrate 
that  many  of  tliese  banks,  frcnm  time  to  time, 
Xfwed  their  very  existence  to  tiie  forbearance 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  and  that  often 
a  Treasnry  draft  or  transfer  warrant  would 
bave  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  bankrnptev. 
True  it  is,  that  all  of  the  deposit  banks  could 
liot  thus  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Secretary ; 
yet  the  profits  of  all  would  be  creatly  influ- 
enced by  the  amount  of  revenue  lie  deposited 
with,  or  wlAdrew  from  them.  What,  den, 
waa  this  power  ?  It  was  a  power  over  eighty- 
jiine  of  the  strongeat  confederated  banks  in  the 
Union,  with  this  enormous  amount  of  loans  and 
oapital,  and  with  atookholdera,  debtors,  and 
cuatomenvat  least  <fne  hundred  tiunuand  in 
nnmber,  all  effected  by  the  moTemrata  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory  in  the  distxibntaon 
or  withdrawal  of  the  depomta.  In  Kay  last, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  neceesarily 
distriboted  among  these  institations  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  public  deposits.  What  a 
tremendous  extent  of  power  and  patronage! 
Why,  sir,  it  was  almost  the  lever  of  Archime- 
des ;  and,  if  this  system  had  gone  on  progress* 
Ing  and  augmenting,  soon,  very  soon,  the  banks, 
by  their  power,  must  have  controlled  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Government  contj-olled  the 
banks.  And  now,  what  the  PreiMent  proposes 
to  surrender  all  this  money,  and  |)ower,  and 
jatronage^  to  diaaolve  tUs  dangerota  cmoeotioa 


between  the  banks  and  the  Government,  shall 
he  be  opposed  in  this  measnre  by  those  who  so 
lately  denoonoed  the  whole  deposit  bank  system 
as  the  very  dimaz  of  poHocal  comiptioal 
And  what  do  we  see  now  I  Why,  this  career 
of  iUimitoble  ^sooonta  by  banks  on  Govern- 
ment deponta  is  doaed  wr  the  prseaiL  sod 
the  still  more  dangerous  attitude  is  exhibited, 
in  which  it  is  but  too  probable  that  very  many 
of  the  banks  may  soon  l>e  sued  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  recover  the  pnbUo  moneys^  or  rather 
the  States  that  own  in  whole  or  m  part  so 
many  of  dese  banks,  and  the  debtors  that  owe 
them ;  for,  as  the  banks  can  only  collect  their 
moneys  by  suits  against  their  debtors,  to  sae 
the  ttanks  at  present  is  to  sue  the  peo^e.  It 
was  in  view  of  this  state  of  facta  that  I  mc- 
ceeded,  a  few  days  rinoe,  in  prolonging  the  time 
riven  to  the  deport  banks  to  make  payment  to 
Uie  Government  from  two,  five,  and  eight,  to 
foor,  aiz,  and  nine  mmths,  being  the  longest 
extendon  I  oonld  obfadn  for  them ;  and,  upon 
payment  of  the  first  instalment,  the  two  last 
oo^t  to  be,  and  I  hope  will  be,  still  ftirther 
prolonged  at  tiie  next  session.  But  I  could  not 
but  fed  humiliated,  by  the  reflection  that  so 
many  of  my  most  worthy  constitnents — ^indod- 
iog  two  of  onr  largest  State  institutions,  and 
the  Bteto  itself  the  principal  proprietor  of  one 
of  them — should  be  placed  m  a  position  in 
which  a  suit  agahut  any  of  them  could  in  any 
event  be  resorted  to — a  position  arisinc  out  (« 
this  most  unholy  connection  between  the  banks 
and  tiie  TMrary— a  eonneotion  of  nnmized 
evils,  disastrous  to  the  banks,  the  States,  the 
people,  apd  the  Qovemment 

Well,  then,  may  the  Senatw  from  South 
Carolina,  (Hr,  Oauwon,)  who  haa  on  this  floor 
so  repeatedly  <^^oeed  the  augmentation  of 
Ezeontive  power — well  may  he  support  the  bUl 
now  under  condderation ;  because  it  not  only 
adds  nothing  to  ^ecntive  patnmage,  but  takes 
A-om  it  that  damdng  patronage  and  power  that 
it  could  have  acquired  through  the  deposit  bauk 
^stem.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  South  Garolioa 
is  right ;  and  I  hail  him  back  with  pleasnre,  <n 
this  question,  to  the  ranks  of  the  demofffuty, 
of  whidi  he  was  so  Itoig  the  pride  and  orna- 
ment, when  in  Kaxdi,  1834^  icMiated  In  the 
great  democratic  oonvwtion  of  my  native  State 
m  mnninating  liim<npon  the  Jackson  ticket  for 
the  second  ofioe  in  ue  gift  of  the  people.  Sir, 
If  he  can  go  no  ftartber  with  ub,  let  him  at  least 
dd  us  in  breaking  down  this  overshadowuig 
Executive  power,  t£is  dangerous  and  oormptiw 
fiscal  patronage,  growing  out  of  this  unhallowed 
eonfederaey  of  bank  and  State,  throwing  aside 
all  other  oondderations,  and  sacrifioing  his 
persond  prdudioes  on  the  dtar  of  hia  oountiy's 
good.  Sur,  I  have  heard  nradi  aboat  Executive 
patronage  aa  lurking  in  some  of  the  featnrea  of 
this  bill;  but  if  it  be  so,  it  must  be  deeply  oon- 
oealed  indeed,  for  no  one  has  pointed  oat  how 
it  is  Mooraplidied.  Tagpe  and  ganenl  deomi- 
oiation  we  have  indeed  had,  but  how  one  iota 
of  pov«r  or  patroiiie«  wffl  M  oonftned  CO  tlu 
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PresideDt  by  this  bill,  in  ftddltion  to  that  which 
he  already  poaseBses,  has  not  been  deeinmted ; 
bat  were  it  so,  the  hank  patronage,  of  which 
this  bill  deprives  him,  woold  be  infinitely  great- 
er. The  receivers,  who  are  made  depositoriee 
for  safe-keeping  <imy  nntil  disbarsement,  were 
already  depoeitcniea  nnUl  the  traosfiw  of  the 

SabUo  moneys  to  the  banks ;  and  this  UIl  (xily 
ispenses  with  one  olasa  of  tills  donUa  set  of 
dept^toriea— the  banks.  The  machinery  was 
thus  made  more  oomplez  and  dangerous.  The 
money  collected  by  the  GoTemment  from  the 
people  was  not  loaned  oat  to  the  people  who 
paid  it,  bat  deposited  with  banks,  to  be  loaned 
oat  by  thetn  to  bank  &Toiites,  and  to  increase 
the  dividends  of  a  few  incorporated  stockhold- 
ers. The  people  were  taxed  for  revenne,  to  be 
oonverted  mto  bank  capital,  slimolatlng  their 
over-issaes,  and  rendraing  their  condition  more 
flootoating  and  precarions.  The  flnotoation  of 
banUng  badness  is  bad  enoagh  under  any  car- 
onmstancea.  Why,  then,  aboold  we  augment 
thdr  natural  ten^ncw' to  orer-iasae  by  Oorem- 
ment  depoetts?  Wm  not  the  banka  laane 
enoagh  of  paper  withont  this  artificial  stfma- 
last  Why,  then,  should  the  GovernraeDt  in- 
flate their  iasaes,  and  drive  them  on  more 
rapidly  to  explosion !  Why  not  let  them  bank 
Upon  their  own  capital  and  their  own  credit^ 
withont  depending  upon  the  Government  for 
both — ^for  capital  in  Government  depomts,  and 
for  credit  in  GovemmeDt  endorsement  for  all 
their  notes,  as  receivable  in  revenue  payments  f 
la  it  not  seen  that  the  most  iDsolvmt  bank  In 
the  Union  might  thus  be  puffed  by  the  Govern- 
ment into  great  and  extensive  temporary  im- 
portance, uA  then,  when  the  GoTemment 
patroiia«  was  withdrawn,  thcnr  depredated 
paper  ftau  dead  and  WOTtUeaa  in  the  hands  of 
an  unsu«>ectang  community  I 

The  ^eradent^  Message  Is  ag^nst  the  ex- 
tension of  Executive  patronage.  Its  cardinal 
doctrine  is  this :  limitation  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  to  its  actual  wants,  and  of 
the  revenue  to  those  expenses."  This,  then,  is 
the  President's  doctrine,  opoily  avowed  in  his 
Message — reduce  your  expenses,  reduce  your 
revenues.  This  was  the  flag  under  which  I 
have  fought  evo*  since  entering  this  chamber ; 
it  U  the  flag  under  which  I  opposed  your  ex- 
travagant bOls  for  local  and  sectional  improve- 
ments ;  It  is  tiie  principle  I  espoused  at  the  first 
session  of  my  service,  contained  In  my  resolu- 
tion to  reduce  the  revenue  from  the  tariff  and 
public  lands  to.  the  wants  of  the  €h>vemment< 
It  is  the  great  principle  contained  in  the  land 
bill  proposed  by  me,  reducing  to  settlers  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  confining  the 
sales  to  them;  it  is  the  great  principle  apon 
which  I  relied  for  the  reduction  of  the  tari^ 
and  especially  the  abolishing  of  the  duty  upon 
salt,  that  most  odious  duty  upon  light  and  beat, 
in  forming  salt  from  solar  evaporation ;  and^ 
lastly,  It  is  tiie  great  principle  upon  which,  at 
the  ftnt  as  well  as  the  hut  aesrion,  I  opposed, 
tn  every  finm,  the  warj^  dUBtribation  pc^^f 


that  mother  of  tarifih,  banka,  and  of  the  very 
catastrophe  which  now  overwhelms  us.  Bfr- 
dnotion  of  the  expenses  and  of  tiie  revenue, 
eoontnny  in  all  public  expenditures,  and  no 
"  interference  with  the  pursntta  (tf  the  ddun." 
"  No  q>edal  h^on  to  Iniaividaals  or  any  dassea 
of  them,  to  create  mtems  of  agriculture,  man- 
a&ctarei,  or  trade."  These  are  the  dootrhies 
of  tiwHeisage;  and  do  they  enla^  Executive 
patronage?  How  is  Executive  patronage  en- 
larged ?  It  is  chiefly  by  extending  tiie  powers 
of  this  Govenunent^  and  angmuiting  Its  rev- 
enues; for  evny  Inaeaae  of  the  powers  aoA 
revenue  of  the  Government,  Is  an  augmentation 
of  thepower  of  the  Executive  fbnotionary.  This 
the  Message  avoids ;  but  what  measures  would 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  give  us  to  reduce 
Executive  patronise!  Bis  policy  woukl  ^ve 
us  a  quadruple  alliance  between  the  surpliu, 
the  bank,  the  tari^  and  internal  improvementa,- 
all  e«ai«inly  tendii^  to,  and  terminating  In,  a 
national  debt,  to  create  a  new  tariff.  The 
tariff  to  r^olate  the  whole  Indnstnr  ot  the 
whole  people  of  the  Uidint,  and  bidld  up  -m/t 
mannflMtaring  establishments  by  the  extouMon 
and  perversion  of  the  taxing  power  of  this 
Government.  A  great  natitmal  buk,  to  grow 
rich  upon  the  revenue  deponted  irom  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  tariff  deriving  its  pn^ts  from 
Government  moneys,  and,  of  course,  the  ally 
of  tiie  administration  which  fbeds  and  created 
It.  The  internal  improvement  policy,  growing 
and  extending  with  tbe  increase  of  the  tari^ 
and  making  roads  and  canals  in  some  favored 
States,  by  taxes  collected  from  tiie  whole  peo- 
ple; and,  lasUy,  to  give  todveraaUty  to  tlw 
principle,  the  surplus— the  annual  surplus  for 
mstriMitfon,  flwm  sales,  by  townships  and  ooun* 
ties  at  an  entry,  to  q>ecnIators  In  the  wASkn 
lands — a  system  calculated  to  debauch  and  coi^ 
rupt  tiie  Btates ;  to  break  down  every  feeling 
of  State  independence ;  to  feed  them  annually, 
from  the  puDllo  Treasury,  mere  stipendiaries 
upon  our  tmunty ;  supporting  even  their  State 
Governments  and  Btato  officers  from  the  rev- 
enues of  this  Government.  And  at^  the  head 
of  this  mighty  system,  this  conscdidation  of  all 

Eiwers  in  this  Government,  would  stand  the 
xecutive  of  those  powers — ^the  President  of 
the  Uuited  States,  a  monarch  in  eveij  thing 
but  a  name.  And.  dr,  this  league  «  State 
banks,  confederated  V  the  Government^  and 
fed  by  the  tariff,  inoreadng  its  deposits  and 
profits,  would  be  the  next  most  potent  ally  of 
these  qrstems.  It  would  station  some  hundred 
bank  fortresses  throughout  the  States,  armed 
and  eqaipped  by  Government  deposits,  and  ex- 
tending Executive  power  and  influence.  All 
this  iSeadent  Tan  Buren  would  avoid.  No, 
sir,  no ;  it  Is  not  the  principle  or  policy  of  this 
administration — Give  us  patronage  and  we  will 
make  ourselves  popular. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  this  bill  establishes, 
in  fact,  a  Treasury  bank.  And  wh^t  Because, 
althoiu;h  these  depositories  can  neither  use  nor 
loan  ue  poWo  mon^s,  where  diBbursementl 
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are  to  be  made  at  distant  joints,  to  avoid  the 
expeuiie  and  patronage  arising  from  a  new  arm;' 
of  officers,  constantly  engaged  in  transporting 
the  specie,  drafts  in  pajment  of  its  does  maj 
be  drawn  07  the  GoTemment  on  these  distant 
depositoriea— dnto  drawn  ob  actual  deports 
of  gi^  and  ^rer ;  aiidfiiislsoaUedaTreeBDr? 
ba^  and  that  too^  hj  the  advocates  (MF  the  d^- 
posit  bank  system,  by  which  Treasury  drafts, 
oheoks,  and  warrants  upon  and  by  the  banks 
may  be  drawn  upon  and  by  the  deposit  banks 
in  the  transactions  of  the  QoTemment.  It  is 
tme,  time  drafts  will  constitute  the  best  es- 
ehange  ia  the  world,  and  thus  far  operate  inci- 
dentally for  the  great  convenience  and  benefit 
of  the  people ;  but  this  is  no  objection  to  the 
n'stem,  for  the  Government  neither  loans  nor 
usoounts,  hut  simply  pays  the  public  creditor 
in  gold  and  silver,  or  an  order  up<m  a  deposit- 
ory, on  which  he  receives  the  specie. 

But  it  isHUd  thisUll,  separatmg  the  Govern- 
ment fh»n  tbe  banks,  vill  divwoe  tiie  Govern- 
ment from  the  pe<H>le.  Are  the  banks  the 
people?  No,  nr;  this  bill  will  elevate  the 
people,  and  Uie  GovMiunent  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  above  the  banks,  and  prevent 
them  from  arresting  the  Gkivemraent,  as  they 
now  do,  by  withholding  the  public  revenue. 
It  will  have  a  still  greater  tendency  to  elevate 
the  people  above  the  banks,  by  diminishing,  by 
its  uciaeotal  operaUcm,  the  amount  of  bank 
p^>er,  and  increasing  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver— for  the  payment  of  It  into  the 
Treaanry  will  be  as  constantly  flowing  out, 
enrtohing  and  fertiliiing  the  whole  oountry. 

But  tbA  SenatOT  from  Ylrginia  (Ibr.  Rivie) 
uje  this  bill  will  ftaiddi  one  earrmey  for  the 
Govemmeat,  and  another  for  the  people.  Ia  it 
contended  that  the  Government  should  take 
and  pay  out  tiie  broken  bank  notes  and  local 
shin^BSters,  because  the  people  take  themf 
No :  the  Senator  from  Villoma  does  not  pro- 
pose this,  but  only  that  we  should  receive  the 
notes  of  banks  that  resume  ^>ecie  payments 
nnder  the  existing  law.  Now,  what  is  that 
law  f  I  fbd  it  embraced  in  the  Senate  Joornal 
under  date  of  the  0th  of  April,  18M^  as  fol- 
lows: 

**The  Smato  resamed  the  eonridemtloa  of  the  Ull 
entitled  '  An  act  making  appropriationa  fox  the  pay- 
ment of  the  revolutionoiy  tm  other  poisioneni  al 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  188S.> 

The  foUowiog  unendmeDt,  proposed  by  Hr.  But- 
ton, bdng  oncter  constderation : 

Sac.  —  And  ba  it  further  maeUd^  Tliat  no  bank 
note  of  less  denomination  than  twenqr  dollars  shall 
hereafter  be  ofibred  in  payment  In  any  case  whatso- 
ever Id  which  money  is  to  be  p^d  by  iha  United 
States  or  ^ha  Post  Office  Deparbnent ;  nor  shall  any 
bank  note,  of  any  denomination,  be  so  offered,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  payaUe,  and  paid,  on  denuuid,  in 
gold  and  sllrer  etan,  at  the  ploee  where  isned,  and 
^lUdi  dudl  not  be  equivalent  to  wpMoa  at  the  place 
where  offered,  and  convertible  into  goM  or  ailver 
i^KHi  the  spot,  at  the  wUL  of  Uw  hiAdw,  and  without 
del^  or  loH  to  him.** 


This  provisi(»i  was  adopted,  and  is  the  law : 
the  vote  la  the  Senate  being  yeas  22,  nays  IS, 
my  own  vote  being  recorded  in  its  favor. 
Now,  this  is  the  law,  and  the  Senator  team 
Virginia  does  not  propose  to  change  it.  Now, 
are  these  bank  notes  that  the  Senator  fktmi 
Yir^a  would  p«nnit  the  Goverumeat  to  pqr 
out  and  receive,  aetnally  equivalent  to  specie, 
and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  on  the  spot 
1^  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or 
loss  to  him?  "  Then  tbe  result  of  the  law,  as 
that  Senator  would  have  It  remain,  is  the  same 
in  its  operation  In  this  respect  as  Uie  bill  now 
before  us :  gold  and  silver,  or  its  ftdi  eciuivalent, 
being  the  efi'eot  of  either  syst^.  Bnt  if  this 
be  not  so,  and  theee  bank  notes  b«  in  foct  a 
baser  currency  than  gold  or  silver,  what  right 
or  power  has  this  Government  to  force  una 
baser  currency  upon  the  people  by  pubUo  dis- 
bursemeDts,  when  this  Government  can  make 
notUng  bnt  gold  m  silvN'  a  kgal  tender  in.  tiie 
payment  of  debts  ?  No,  sir :  tbe  operation  tA 
this  bill  will  be  to  improve  the  currency  of  flie 
whole  people  by  its  incid«ital  effects  in  dimin- 
ishing bank  paper  issues,  and  enlarging,  at  least 
to  that  extoit,  the  general  ciroul^ion  of  gold 
and  ^ver.  Bnt  the  deport  hank  system  will, 
indeed,  force  a  doubtftil  and  nn  certain  bank 
p^>er  circulation  upon  the  people,  convertible 
mto  specie  one  day,  and  iuooovertible  and  de- 
preciated to-morrow. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  terms  divorce  of 
Bank  and  State,  as  reminding  the  people  of  the 
divorce  of  church  and  State^  are  popuar  oatch- 
words.  I  have  not  used  these  torms,  although 
I  firmly  baliere  that  theunifm  of  bank  and 
State  would  soon  prove  as  firtal  to  liberty  as 
^e  union  (tf  ohoreh  and  State;  but,  let  me 
ask,  are  not  tiw  terms  used  upon  the  other  side 
— one  cnrrentT^  for  the  people,  and  another  for 
the  Government,  and  the  terms  separating  the 
Government  from  tbe  people,  mere  popular 
catchwords,  which  will  not  b^,  as  we  nave 
seen,  the  sli^test  examination.  It  is  said  this 
hill  will  destroy  credit,  by  impairing  confidence 
in  banks.  Have  not  we  had  too  mnoh  confi- 
denoe  in  banks,  and  have  they  not  proved  the 
greatest  uid  universal  destroyers  of  all  credit 
wd  all  confidence  ?  Tes,  these  veiy  bank^  by 
their  expannons,  contractions,  and  fixtures,  d»* 
stroyed  all  wmfidence  and  all  credit,  not  on^ 
in  themeelvee,  but  also  between  man  and  man, 
uid  almost  between  nation  and  nation.  It  is  the 
banks  tJiat  render  prices,  confidence,  and  credit, 
fluctuating  and  uncertain;  and,  before  their 
existence,  the  page  of  history  tells  that  confi- 
dence and  credit,  between  man  and  man,  were 
infinitely  more  universal,  and  that  protest  of 
bills  of  exchange  and  mercantile  failures  were 
then  almost  wholly  unknown.  Specie  was  not 
hoarded,  nor  credit  withheld  from  honest  in- 
dustry, but  universally  extended,  unchecked  by 
that  overthrow  of  all  confidence  and  all  credit, 
arising  from  ezpansiona,  contractions,  and  ex- 
plostons  <tf  Hie  bank  paper  system.  We  are 
told  that  ocnfl^eiioek  confidence,  is  the  m^ 
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-word,  and  the  Qovenunent  has  onlj  to  Ijreathe 
into  these  hanke  the  breath  of  confidence,  and 
all  vill  be  well.  Sir,  if  these  banks,  limited 
and  restrained  by  the  State  Les^alatoreB,  ought 
to  be  oonthmed,  I  woold  rather,  hj  the  nltimate 
incidental  operation  of  this  bill,  a  little 
more  of  their  paper  ont  of  ciroolation,  and  much 
moreqmde  Into  the  TniIta,thaattllthe&lBe  and 
dalodv*  confidence  that  oonld  be  enited  bj 
tiie  Government  endoiaraneat  of  eight  hundred 
and  tven^-thrae  aoniaided  State  baaki. 

This  GoTemment'a  endorsement^  with  its 
mightj  snridos  deported  in  State  banks,  has 
been  the  froitfbl  oanse  of  nearly  all  onr  dis- 
astera,  and  I  shall  never  attempt  to  renew  them 
bj  re-adopting  the  system  ftom  which  these 
evils  flowed.  The  danger  is  not  of  oar  havlDg 
too  few  bonks,  and  too  little  paper,  but  pre- 
dsely  the  reverse.  To  repress  this  eril  ten- 
dency, fihonld  be  the  nltimate  aim  of  every 
pabiodo  stateeman.  It  Is  too  many  bulks,  ^d 
too  mUoh  p^ter,  that  haa  invtdved  ns  in  too 
mnoh  debt,  and  more  banks  and  more  bank 
puMT  Tonld  only  aggravate  Ae  evils. 

The  State  bauu,  so  &r  as  regards  their  mere 
disoontinnanoe  immediately  as  Government  de- 
positories, will  be  precisely  where  th^  were 
before  the  removid  of  the  deposita.  And  as  to 
the  ezdosion  of  bank  paper  from  revenue  pay- 
ments, it  takes  efiteot  only  in  fnll  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1842.  The  bill  proceeds,  as  regards 
itfl  operation  on  bank  paper,  by  wise,  salntaiy, 
oantioos,  and  progresuve  steps,  keeping  in  view 
the  ezistiDg  difficulties,  ana  the  necessity  of 
abstaining  from  any  measure  oalculi^ed  to  in- 
jure or  embarrass  the  people.  The  operation 
of  this  measore  upon  the  banks  is  mudi  less 
than  ia  generally  supposed.  It  is  miuih  kaa 
than  the  regulating  and  checking  power  daimed 
for  the  United  States  Bank ;  for  that,  if  faith- 
fhUy  executed,  would  demand  weekly  balances 
in  gdd  and  nivw  or  its  equivalent,  fl-om  all  the 
State  banks,  not  only  for  "  their  notes  received 
in  revenue  payments,"  bnt'also  for  "  their  notes 
received  for  the  engagements  to  the  bank,"  cre- 
ating thus  a  double  check  upon  their  issues. 

I  have  shown  that  this  article  never  was  or 
would  be  faithfully  executed ;  but  Uie  precise 
ultdmate  efilact  upon  State  banks  of  this  meas- 
ure wonld  be  this :  Supposing  the  annud  public 
revenues  to  be  twen^  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  six.  millionB  wowd  be  the  averMe  anumnt 
in  Tireaaon-  dqiodtorieB  recdved  for  public 
dnee,  the  ranks  vould  be  required  to  oheok 
their  issues  so  as  idwaya  to  be  ready  to  ftuniah 
•ix  millions  of  n>e<de  amraally  fbr  revenue  pay- 
ments, STov,  uie  entire  moneyed  transacti(»is 
of  this  conntry  in  a  year  are  estimated  at  twelve 
thousand  millions  of  dollars,  so  that  if  the  de- 
mand of  the  Government  upon  the  l>anks  for 
six  millions  be  the  criterion,  it  will  be  equal 
only  to  less  than  one  per  cent  of  the  moneyed 
tannsaetioiu  of  the  whole  country ;  or  if  twenty 
millions,  to  less  than  two  per  oent.  of  these 
transactions,  leaving  all  this  vast  field  (k  trade 
and  bnainess  open  tor  the  action  of  Ihe  banka. 


They  lose  the  Government  deposits  and  Gov- 
ernment credit,  and  are  left  to  bank,  as  they 
ought,  on  their  own  capital  and  their  own 
credit.  Bnt  what  is  most  important  in  separat- 
ing the,  banks  and  the  Government,  is  the  sep- 
aration'of  money,  bnnness,  and  politics,  the 
fatal  union  of  which  must  alw^a  be  the  fruit- 
ful  source  of  panics  and  pressnreii 

Whilst  then,  this  meaaore,  I  rfnoere^  be- 
lieve, wiu  have  a  most  benradal  efi^  upfiu 
the  whole  oonntry,  it  is  to  me  an  inexpresaUe 
gratificatj(Hk,  that  to  the  sunny  South  it  will 
prove  a  fonntain  of  wealth  and  pro^Miity.  The 
war  of  over-expanded  credit  upon  labor  and  its 
products,  aided  by  a  great  national  bank  at 
some  distant  capital,  or  by  the  oonoentration  at 
or  near  the  same  pH»int  of  the  great  northern 
banking  capital,  snstaloed  by  the  Government 
deposits  and  endorsements,  must  cease,  and 
paper  credit  and  the  products  of  labor  left  a 
fair  field,  without  artinoial  aid,  will  find  labor 
and  its  products  rising  in  the  scale  of  import* 
anoe  and  influence,  and  leaving  the  great  st^de 
States  a  &ir  opportunity  of  carrying  out  tiieir 
own  exports,  and  introducing  their  own  im- 
pcMts,  and  the  iMlancea  in  gcfld  and  diver,  tlw 
real,  solid,  substantial  bueiness  of  thdbr  banks 
bdng  m<»re  safely  augmented  than  all  the  ruin- 
ous aid  they  can  ever  receive  from  Government 
patronage.  And  now,  sir,  if  the  distingniiihed 
Senators  opposed  to  the  administration  on  this 
floor  will  go  home  to  their  constituents,  and 
explain  the  full  and  precise  effects  of  this  meas- 
ure, they  can,  in  aiding  the  establishment  of  a 
sound  credit  on  sound  principles — u^cg  in  in- 
spiring a  Just  confidence  in  the  relief  this  great 
measure  will  ultimately  extend  to  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  oountry — they  can  have  amioat 
a  moneyed  nuUeninm  dawn  upon  the  ootmtcy 
at  once.  I  appni  to  Huso,  Uien,  as  patriots, 
with  hearts  overflowing  with  ^rmpathy  for  the 
distress  of  the  oountiy,  as  we  have  so  repeatedly 
heard  on  this  floor,  to  unite  with  us  in  produc- 
ing this  great,  tUs  glorious  remit;  and  the 
thanks  of  ndllions  of  gratefol  freemen  will  givo 
them  more  real  happiness,  more  genuine  conso- 
lation, and  more  true  and  durable  anplaose,  than 
all  the  party  triamphs  that  could  adorn  the 
proudest  polltioal  conquerors.  Let  them  imi- 
tate the  noble  example  of  the  ^slingubdied  Sen- 
ator and  statesman  from  South  Carolina,  in 
l^ing  down,  in  support  of  this  bill,  his  personal 
and  pditiou  preJudioieB,  aa  a  bOrat  offering 
npcm  the  i>amot%  altar  <^  his  eonntry's  good, 
and  for  them,  also,  the  swelliDg  heart  of  a 
mighty  nation  will  throb  with  love  and  grat- 
itnde.  But  should  they  esteem  it  their  dntf 
to  determine  otherwise— should  their  inspiring 
eloquence  and  great  intellectud  power  be  ex- 
erted in  wpeau  to  the  people  agwnst  tluB 
measure — snoold  it  be  represented  as  a  tropical 
tornado,  about  to  sweep  in  its  destructive  career 
over  all  tiie  great  and  cherished  institutions  of 
onr  common  oountry,  panics  and  pressures  m^y 
follow  &tr  ft  time ;  but  soon,  yea,  very  socm,  the 
great  {ulna^ileH  uvolved  in  thia  Ull  most  and 
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will  triumph,  and  it  will  theu  go  forth  with 
healing  on  its  wings,  huled  hj  the  appTDTing 
voice  oi  the  people.  The  meaaore  itaetf  will  be 
JiiaUy  viewed  as  a  Uiird  deolaratjoa  of  Amer- 
feu  independence,  and  the  of  ite  passage 
be  celebrated  in  all  time  to  oome  as  a  great  and 
l^arims  natioiial  Jabllee. 


TEimaDAT,  September  28. 
The  Sub-Treatuiy  BUI 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  oonuderation  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  pnblio  revenue,  together  witb  ICr.  Oal- 
BovwB  amendment  thereto. 

Hr.  Wbbsteb  sud :  Hr«  Fredaei^  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  doctrines  of  the  Message  to  the 
mil,  and  to  the  amendmoit  of  the  member  finm 
Bonth  Oarolina,  (Ut.  Oaxmocv.)  In  all  tbeae, 
I  see  nothing  Dn*  the  relief  of  the  country ;  bnt 
I  do  aee^  as  I  think,  a  question  involved,  tlie 
importance  of  wluoh  transcends  aU.  the  interest 
of  the  present  oocaaion. 

It  ia  my  purpose  to  state  that  question ;  to 
present  it,  as  well  to  the  country  as  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  to  show  the  length  and  breadth  of  it,  as  a 
questiou  of  practical  politics,  and  in  its  buying 
on  the  powers  of  the  Government  to  exhibit 
Its  importance,  and  to  egress  my  om  iqnitions 
in  re^rd  to  it 

A  diort  recital  of  events  and  occurrences 
will  show  bow  this  question  has  arisen. 

The  Govenmient  of  the  United  States  com- 
pleted tiiQ  forty-eighth  year  of  its  extstoKe, 
under  the  present  constitntion,  on  the  fliird  day 
of  March  last  During  this  whole  period,  it 
haa  Mt  Uadf  boond  to  take  proper  care  of  the 
enmney  of  tiie  eoontry ;  and  no  admhilstra- 
iion  has  admitted  this  obUgati<m,  more  clearly 
or  more  frequently,  than  the  last  For  the  ful- 
filment of  uiis  adcnowledged  duty,  as  well  as 
to  accomplish  other  usefiil  purposes,  a  national 
bank  has  been  maintained  for  forty,  out  of 
these  forty-eight  years.  Two  institutions  of 
this  kind  have  been  created  by  law :  one  com- 
mencing in  1701,  and  lioiited  to  twenty  years, 
and  expiring,  tho^ore^  in  1811;  tiie  other 
oommendng  in  X816j  with  a  like  term  <tf  dura- 
tion, and  ending,  thn^cve,  in  1636.  Both 
these  institations,  each  in  its  time,  accomplish- 
ed their  pnrpoees,  so  far  as  currency  was  oon- 
eeme^  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  coun- 
try. But  before  the  last  bank  e:q>ired,  it  had 
the  misfortune  to  become  obnoxious  to  the  1^ 
administration.  I  need  not,  at  present^  speak 
of  the  causes  of  this  hostility.  Hy  purpose  only 
requires  a  statement  of  that  fact,  as  an  import- 
ant one  in  the  chain  of  ocourreDoea.  The  late 
President's  diaaatisCaction  of  the  bank  was  inti- 
mated in  his  first  annual  Message,  that  is  to  aay, 
In  1839.  Bnt  the  bank  stood  very  well  with 
the  oonnfay,  the  President's  known  and  grow- 
ing hoatility  notwithstanding;  and  in  1882, 
four  years  before  its  ohaiter  waa  to  expire^  both 
Eonaea  of  Oongrees  passed  a  bill  for  it»  cootin* 


uance ;  there  being  in  its  favor  a  lar^  m^orl^ 
of  the  Senate,  and  a  larger  maionty  m  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  bill,  however, 
was  negatived  by  tlw  Pretident  In  1888,  hj 
an  ordw  of  tiie  Prerident,  the  public  monm 
were  remowd  trma  the  onatody  ot  the  bm; 
and  were  deported  with  certain  seledted  State 
banks.  This  removal  was  acoompanied  witii 
the  most  confident  dedarations  and  assuranoea 
put  forth  in  every  form,  by  the  Preudent  ana 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasnzy,  that  these  State 
banks  would  not  on^  prove  safe  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  but  that  they  would  also 
famish  the  countiy  with  aa  good  a  cnrrency  as 
it  ever  had  csuoyed,  and  probaUy  a  bettra* ;  and 
wonld  also  accomplish  alt  that  could  be  wished 
in  regard  to  domestic  exchanges.  The  substi- 
tution of  State  backs  for  a  national  iostitutioo, 
for  the  disohai^  of  these  duties,  was  that  oper- 
ation, which  has  beoome  known,  and  is  likelj 
to  be  long  remembwed,  as  the  "  ezpwiment" 

For  some  years  all  was  said  to  ^  w  ex- 
tremely well,  although  it  seemed  plam  enough 
to  a  great  part  of  the  community  that  the  sys- 
tem was  radically  vicious ;  that  its  operations 
were  all  inconvenient,  clumsy,  and  wnolly  in- 
adequate to  t^e  proposed  ends ;  and  that,  sooner 
or  later,  there  must  be  an  explosion.  The  ad- 
ministration, however,  adhered  to  Its  experi- 
ment The  more  it  was  complained  of  the 
louder  it  was  praised.  Its  commendation  was 
one  of  the  stuidin^  topics  of  all  official  com- 
munications ;  and  in  his  last  Kesaage,  in  De- 
cember, 18S6,  the  late  Presidrat  was  more  than 
usually  emphatic  upon  the  great  sncoeaa  of  hli 
attempts  to  improve  the  currency,  and  tiie 
happy  results  of  the  experiment  npon  the  im- 
portant budneas  of  exchange.  But  a  reverss 
was  at  hand.  The  ripening  glories  of  the  ex- 
periment were  soon  to  meet  a  dreadAil  blight- 
iDg.  In  the  eariy  part  of  May  last,  these  banks 
all  stopped  payment  This  event,  of  coorsc^ 
produced  great  distress  in  the  oomitry,  and  it 
produced  also  ""g^lw^  embarrasunent  to  the 
administration. 

The  present  adnunistration  was  then  only 
two  mouths  old;  but  it  had  already  become 
formally  pledged  to  maintain  the  policy  of  that 
which  had  gone  before  it  The  Preudent  had 
Kvowed  his  purpose  treading  in  the  footsteps 
di  his  predecessor.  Here,  then,  was  difficulty. 
Here  waa  a  political  kno^  to  be  either  untied 
or  out.  The  experiment  had  fuled,  and  failed, 
as  it  was  thought,  so  utteriy  and  luq^elesaly, 
that  it  could  not  be  tried  again. 

What,  then,  was  to  be  donef  Committed 
against  a  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  in  the  strong- 
est manner,  and  the  substitute,  from  which  so 
much  was  expected,  having  disappointed  all 
hopes,  what  was  the  adminiatration  to  do?  Two 
distinct  classes  of  duties  had  been  performed  in 
times  p^  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
one  more  immediately  to  the  Oovemment,  1^* 
other  to  the  oomnmnity.  The  flnt  was  the  safo- 
keeping  and  the  teani^,  when  required,  of  the 
pnbuo  mon^i  tiw  other  the  Bi^Iying  of  a 
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scrand  and  oonvenient  paper  enrrenoy,  of  eqoal 
credit  all  over  the  oonntrj,  and  everywhere 
eqnivaletit  to  specie,  and  the  fpving  of  most 
Important  faoilities  to  the  operafioiu  of  ex- 
change. These  objects  were  m^hly  important, 
■nd  their  moat  pra&ot  aocomplwhineiit  by  the 
experiment  bad  been  promised  ttom  the  first 
The  State  banks,  it  was  declared,  oonid  perform 
aD  thue  datiea,  and  shoold  perform  Uiem.  Bat 
the  experiment "  came  to  a  dishonored  end  in 
the  early  part  of  Hay.  The  depoeit  banks,  with 
the  others,  stopped  payment.  They  ooold  not 
render  back  the  deposits ;  and  so  far  from  being 
able  to  fhmish  a  general  currency,  or  to  assist 
exchanges,  (purposes,  indeed,  wliicui  they  never 
had  foMUed  with  any  snccess,)  their  paper  be- 
came immediately  depreciated,  even  in  its  local 
circniation.  What  conrse,  then,  was  the  ad- 
ministration now  to  adopt?  Whf,  sir,  it  is 
plain  that  it  had  but  one  alternative.  It  mast 
return  to  the  former  praotioe  of  the 
Ctovemment,  take  &e  onrreu^  into  its  own 
liandB,  and  maintain  it,  aa  well  as  provido  for 
the  sofb-keeping  of  the  pnblto  money  by  some 
inatitntion  <ff  its  own ;  or  else,  adomng  some 
new  mode  of  merely  keeping  the  pnblio  money, 
it  mwt  abandon  fbrtner  care  over  cnrrencjr 
and  exchange.  One  of  these  conrses  became 
Inevitable.  The  administration  had  no  other 
choice.  The  Stale  banks  coold  be  tried  no 
more,  with  the  opinion  which  the  administra- 
tion now  entertained  of  them;  and  how  else 
conld  any  thing  he  done  to  maintain  the  cur- 
rency? In  no  way  bnt  by  the  establishment 
of  a  nadonal  institution. 

There  was  no  escape  from  iSila  dOemm*. 
One  conrse  was,  to  go  back  to  &at  wUoh  the 
I^rty  had  so  mnch  ooDdenmed ;  the  other,  to 
give  np  the  whole  dnty,  and  leave  the  currency 
to  its  &te.  Between  these  two,  the  adminis- 
tration fonnd  itself  absolntely  obliged  to  decide ; 
and  it  has  decided,  and  decided  boldly.  It  was 
decided  to  surrender  the  dnty,  and  aband<Hi  the 
constitntion.  That  decision  is  before  ns,  in  the 
Uessage,  and  in  the  measures  now  under  con- 
rideratioD.  The  choice  has  l>een  made ;  and 
that  choice,  in  my  opinion,  raises  a  question  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  tiiis 
country,  both  for  the  present  and  all  fbtnre 
time.  That  question  is,  whether  Oongrees  has 
or  ought  to  asvOf  any  dnty  to  perform  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency  of  the  country,  beyond  the 
mere  r^ulation  of  the  gold  and  fSLrot  <s(an. 

2fr.  P^e^dent,  tile  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina  remarked,  the  other  day,  with 
great  frwikness  and  good  humor,  that,  in  the 
political  classifications  of  the  times,  he  dedred 
to  be  considered  as  nothing  bnt  an  noneet  nnl- 
.lifier.  That,  he  siud,  was  his  character.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  country  will  readily  concede  that 
character  to  the  honorable  gentieman.  For 
one,  oert^y,  I  am  willing  to  say,  that  I  be- 
lieve him  a  very  honest  and  a  very  ^cere  nul- 
lifler,  using  the  term  in  tiie  same  sense  in  which 
he  used  it  himselfl  and  in  which  he  meant  to 
^iply  It  to  himaut   And  I  am  my  mnofa 
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afraid,  sir,  that  (whatevra  he  may  think  of  it 
himself)  it  has  been  under  the  influence  of  those 
sentiments,  wliich  belong  to  his  character  as  a 
ntdUfier,  that  be  has  so  readily  and  so  zealously 
emlH«oed  the  doctrines  of  the  President's  He»> 
sage.  In  my  tntinion,  the  ICessige^  the  1^  be- 
fore ns,  and  ma  honorable  member^  unmA- 
meatj  form,  together,  a  system,  a  code  of  {mo- 
tical  politics,  the  direct  tendency  of  which  is  to 
aulUiy  and  expunge,  or,  perhaps,  more  cor- 
rectly speaking,  by  a  united  and  mixed  process 
of  nuUification  and  expunging,  to  abolish  a 
highly  important  and  useful  power  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  strikes  down  the  principle  uptm 
which  the  Government  has  been  admmistered, 
in  regard  to  the  satfjeot  of  the  currency,  tiirough 
its  whole  history  ;  and  it  seeks  to  obliterate, 
or  to  draw  black  lines  around,  that  part  of  the 
constitution  on  which  this  prindple  of  admini»> 
tration  has  rested.  The  system  proposed,  in  my 
opinion,  is  not  mly  anti-commereiaL  bnt  au& 
constitotional  also,  and  anti-tmiou  in  a 
degree. 

Ton  will  say^dr,  thatthisisastiamwayof 
stating  an  opinion.  It  is  so.  I  mean  to  state 
the  opinion  m  the  stnHigest  manner.  I  do  not 
wish,  indeed,  at  every  tarn,  to  say,  of  measures 
whidt  I  oppose,  that  they  either  violate  or  sur- 
render the  oonstitntion.  Bnt  when,  in  sll  sober- 
ness and  candor,^  do  so  think,  in  aU  soberness 
and  candor  I  must  so  speak ;  and  v^h^er  tiie 
opinion  which  I  have  now  expn&a&i  be  true,  let 
the  sequel  dedde. 

How,  rir.  Congress  has  been  called  together 
in  a  moment  of  great  difficulty.  The  oharaotcr- 
istio  of  tiie  aim  is  oommerdal  disbess.  We 
are  not  soffering  feom  war,  or  pertilBnoe,  or 
fim^;  anditisaUeged  by  the  Pretfdent  and' 
Secretary,  tiiat  there  Is  no  want  <tf  revenue. 
Our  means,  it  Is  averred,  are  abundant.  And 
yet  tiie  Government  is  hi  distress,  and  the 
country  is  in  distress ;  and  Congress  is  assem- 
bled, hy  a  call  of  the  Preddent,  to  provide  re- 
lief. The  immediate  and  direct  cause  of  all  ii^ 
derangement  of  the  oorrency  and  the  ex- 
changes ;  commereud  credit  is  gone,  and  prop- 
erty no  longer  answers  the  common  ends  and 
purposes  of  property.  Government  cannot  use 
Its  own  means,  and  iodividnals  are  alike  unable 
to  command  their  own  resources.  The  opera- 
tions, both  of  Government  and  penile^  are  ob- 
structed ;  and  they  are  obstencted  beoMU»  the 
moiey  of  the  country,  the  great  instrument  of 
commerce  and  exchange,  has  become  disordered 
and  useless.  T^e  Government  has  Amds ;  that 
is  to  say,  it  has  credits  in  the  banks,  but  it  can- 
not turn  these  credits  into  cash ;  and  individual 
citizens  are  as  bad  off  as  Government.  The 
Government  is  a  great  creditor  and  a  great 
debtor.  It  collects  and  it  disburses  lar^  sums. 
In  the  loss,  therefore,  of  a  proper  medium  of 

Eayment  and  receipt  Government  is  a  su£ferer. 
lut  tiie  people  are  snfforers  from  the  same 
causes ;  and  Inasmuch  as  the  whole  amount  of 
p^ments  and  receipts  by  the  people,  in  their 
individaal  teuuaotwDa,  ia  many  tamea  greater 
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tiian  tiie  amoont  of  payments  and  reoeipta  by 
Government,  the  aggr^te  of  evil  snffeffod  bj 
the  people  U  also  manj  times  greater  than  that 
mSerei  by  Goremment.  udiridoals  have 
means  aa  ample,  hi  proporticm  to  their  wants, 
as  Government ;  bnt  they  share  with  Govern- 
ment the  common  calamity  arising  from  Uie 
overthrow  of  the  currency.  The  honorable 
member  from  ITiasissippi  (Hr.  Waixkb)  has 
stated,  or  has  quoted  the  statement  from  others, 
that  while  the  payments  and  receipts  of  Gov- 
ernment are  twenty  millions  a  year,  the  pay- 
ments and  receipts  of  individuals  are  two  or 
three  hundred  millions.  He  has,  I  think,  un- 
derrated the  amount  of  individual  payments  and 
receipts.  But  even  if  he  has  not,  the  statement 
ahowB  how  HtUe  a  part  of  the  whole  evil  falls 
on  Government.  The  great  mass  of  antforing 
Ib  on  the  people. 

Now,  sir,  when  we  look  at  the  Message,  the 
bill,  and  the  proposed  amendmcoit,  their  nngle, 
exclusive,  and  undivided  oUeot  is  found  to  oe, 
relief  to  we  Government.  Not  one  single  pro- 
Ticion  is  adopted  or  recommended  with  direct 
reference  to  the  relief  of  the  people.  They  all 
■peak  of  revenue,  of  finance,  of  duties  and  cus- 
toms, of  taxes  and  collections ;  and  tiie  evils 
which  the  people  suffer,  by  the  derangement 
of  the  currency  and  the  exchanges,  and  the 
breaking  up  of  commercial  credit,  instead  of 
being  pnt  Sorth  as  prominent  and  leading  ob- 
jects of  regard,  are  dismissed  with  a  aUght  inti- 
mation, here  and  there,  that,  in  provuing  for 
the  nperior  and  panttnonnt  intereata  ot  Got- 
enunent,  scnne  inoidental  or  ocdlaterid  benefits 
may,  perhaps,  accrue  to  the  commnidty.  But 
is  Government,  I  aak,  to  care  for  nothing  but 
iteelf?  Is  self-reservation  the  great  end  of 
Government  ?  Has  it  no  trust  powers  ?  Does 
it  owe  no  duties  bnt  to  itself?  If  it  keeps 
itself  in  being,  does  it  fulfil  all  the  objects  of  its 
creation  t  I  think  not  I  think  Government 
exists,  not  for  its  own  ends,  but  for  the  public 
utility.  It  is  an  agency,  established  to  promote 
the  common  good,  by  common  counsels;  its 
chief  duties  are  to  the  people ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  strange  and  prwo^erona,  in  a  numient  of 
mat  and  general  aistress^  that  Oovenmient 
Should  ecmfine  all  its  deUberationa  to  the  dngle 
ol^eot  of  its  own  revenues,  its  own  eonvaiienee, 
its  own  undisturbed  administration. 

I  cannot  say,  sir,  tb^t  I  was  suiprised  to  see 
this  general  character  impressed  on  the  &ce  of 
the  Message.  I  confess  it  i^)peared  to  me, 
when  the  banks  stopped  paymen^  that  the 
administration  had  come  to  a  pass,  m  which  it 
was  unavoidable  that  it  should  take  some  sudi 
course.  But  that  necessity  was  imposed,  not 
by  the  nature  of  the  orius,  but  by  its  own  com- 
mitment to  the  line  of  politics  which  its  prede- 
oessor  had  adopted,  and  which  it  had  pledged 
itself  to  pnrsoe. 

It  withdraws  its  care  fwjm  the  onrrency,  be- 
cause it  has  left  itself  no  means  of  performing 
its  own  duties,  connected  with  that  sutnect.  It 
haa  Tolnntarily  and  on  caUnlatuui,  diaoarded 
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and  renounced  the  policy  which  has  been  ap- 
proved for  half  a  oentiur^  beoanse  It  could  not 
return  to  that  po&oy,  wiwoot  admitting  its  own 
inconsistency  and  nolating  its  party  ^eAga, 
This  ia  the  troth  of  the  whole  matter. 

Now,  sir,  my  present  purpose  chiefly  is  to 
maintain  two  jproposititms : 

1.  That  it  IS  the  oonstitntional  duty  of  this 
Government  to  aee  that  a  proper  currency,  suit- 
able to  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  to 
t^e  wants  of  trade  and  baaness,  as  well  as  to 
the  payment  of  debts  due  to  Gtovermnent,  be 
mMntained  and  preserved ;  a  cnrrency  of  ^n- 
eral  credit,  and  capable  of  aiding  the  operations 
of  exdiange^  so  far  as  those  operations  may  be 
oondnoted  by  means  of  the  circulating  mediom ; 
and  that  there  are  duties,  therefore,  devolving 
on  Congress,  in  relation  to  onrrency,  beyond 
the  mere  regnlation  of  tiie  gold  and  ulver 
coins. 

a.  That  the  Hesaag^  the  bill,  and  the  pro- 

Sosed  amendment,  alH  m  effect,  deny  any  such 
aty,  disddm  aU  such  power,  and  confine  the 
constitntional  obligation  of  Government  to  the 
mere  regidation  of  the  coins,  and  the  care  of  its 
own  revenues. 

I  have  well  weighed,  Ifr.  President,  and  fully 
considered,  the  first  of  these  propositions,  to 
wit :  that  which  respects  the  duty  of  this  .Gov- 
ernment in  r^rd  to  the  currency.  I  mean  to 
stand  by  it  It  expresses,  in  my  Judgment,  a 
prindplk  ftaUy  aostained  by  the  constitution, 
and  by  the  usage  of  the  Government,  and  wUch 
is  of  the  highest  praotloal  importance.  'With 
this  proposition,  or  this  principle,  I  am  willing 
to  stand  connected,  and  to  share  in  the  Judj^ 
ment  wbidh  the  commonity  shall  ultimate 
pronounce  upon  it  If  the  country  shall  sus- 
tain it  uid  be  ready,  in  due  time,  to  carry  it 
into  effect,  by  such  means  and  instruments  as 
the  gener^  opinion  shall  tMuk  best  to  adopt,  I 
shall  co-operate,  cheerfully,  in  any  such  under- 
taking ;  and  shall  look  againj  with  oonfidencei| 
to  prosperity  in  this  brancn  of  oar  national  con- 
cerns. On  the  other  hand,  if  the  country  shall 
r^ect  this  proposition,  and  act  on  that  rejec- 
tion ;  if  it  flhaU  dedde  that  Conness  has  no 
power,  nor  is  under  any  duty,  in  relation  to  the 
cnrrency,  beyond  the  mere  regulation  of  the 
ooina ;  thai,  npon  that  eonstmotion  of  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  Congress,  I  am  willii^  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent 
to  render  any  substantial  service  to  the  public 
councils,  on  these  great  interests.  I  admit,  at 
once,  that  if  the  currency  is  not  to  be  preserved 
by  the  Government  of  the  TTnited  States,  I 
know  not  how  it  is  to  be  guarded  against  con- 
stantly ooourring  cUsordera  and  derangements. 

[Mr.  Webater  then  a^ed  at  great  length  !n  favor 
of  his  first  propodtioD,  and  to  shoir  that  it  was  the 
doty  <tf  GongresB  to  regulate  the  paper  as  well  as  the 
metslUc  currawy,  and  that  the  fmptx  legulatiw  of 
the  paper  corraioy  WM  a  nationai  bank;  and  ooo- 
tbued:] 
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"When  the  hiU  for  the  late  bank  was  called 
np,  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina 
ezpltuned  its  objeots  in  an  able  speech.  He 
ahowed  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  national  cur- 
rency ;  the  power  of  Congress  over  such  cur- 
rency, whether  metallic  or  paper ;  and  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  establishing  a  bank, 
as  the  best  means  of  exercising  these  powers 
and  folfiHing  these  duties.  I  agreed  ^en,  and 
I  agree  now,  to  the  general  Bentiment  expressed 
in  that  speech,  heartily  and  entirely.  I  would 
rciet  to  it,  on  this  ocoanon,  both  ss  an  able 
smnnent  and  a  high  antiiority;  and  beg  to 
adopt  it,  as  setting  forth,  In  a  strong  light,  the 
Bentim«it8  which  I  am  nov  endeavoring  to 
enforce. 

[Mr.  0AI.HOTTK  here  rose  to  make  an  explana- 
tion. He  said  that  he  never  saw  the  reporter's 
notes  of  his  speech  on  that  occasion,  and,  there- 
fore, what  he  did  say,  may  not  have  been  what 
he  would  have  siud.  There  were  pointa  of 
,  omission  in  that  speech  which  occapied  a  col- 
umn and  a  half  of  the  IT^ational  Intelligencer. 
Hr.  C.  said  that  he  took  caro  then,  as  now,  to 
fortify  himself^  and  to  leave  a  road  <n>en  to  op- 
pose^ at  any  oomiog  time^  a  national  tumk.  He 
then  eBii  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  bank,  but 
that  be  snbmitted  to  the  necesdty  of  the  ease. 
There  was  then  a  connection  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  hanks;  and,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  regulate  the  onrrency, 
there  was  no  means  of  doing  it  bnt  by  a  na- 
tional bank.  He  had,  both  then,  and  since 
then,  contended  that  Government  had  no  right 
to  have  any  connection  with  any  banks.  Inois 
opinion,  the  United  States  Bank  (which  he  then 
advocated,  and  asnsted  to  establish)  was  not 
established  according  to  the  constitution.  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  establish  such  a  bank.  He 
acted  contrary  to  his  own  impressions  of  right. 
Many  people  may  do  things  which  they  do  not 
believe  to  be  lawftil,  from  neoeau^.  He  acted 
from  necesnlr.] 

Ur.  WXBsriB,  resuming  his  remarks,  Bfdd  he 
thought  the  gentleman  bad  said,  formerly,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  question, 
he  felt  thenceforward  preduded  frcon  opposing 
the  bank  as  being  nnooustitntional. 

[Ur.  Calhoun  again  explained :  He  (Mr.  0.) 
thought  the  connection  between  Government 
and  banks  was  now  broken,  and  that  set  him 
at  liberty ;  so  that  now  he  could  oppose  what 
be  had  then,  and  ^nce,  earnestly  advoc>ated.} 

It  is  not  my  denre,  ur,  to  hold  the  genUeman 
to  a  report  of  bis  speech,  whloh  be  may  ehoose. 
even  now  to  diadami.  l  have  never  beard  of 
bia  disnlfliming  it  before ;  and  even  now,  idr,  I 
do  not  understand  him  as  being  dedroos  of  re- 
tracting or  denying  any  thing  contained  in  the 
printed  report  of  his  speech,  respecting  the  im- 
portance of  a  uniform  national  currency.  That 
topic  makes  up  the  sum  and  substance  of  his 
whole  speech.  It  was  the  topio  of  the  occa- 
sion; It  was  the  express  purpose  for  which  his 
committee'had  been  raised,  and  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  tlte  whole  proceeding  was 
You  Xin^27 
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gone  into.  It  was  all  currency,  currency,  cur- 
rency ;  and,  whether  the  gentleman  now  thinks 
the  law  constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  he 
cannot  deny  that  his  own  object,  and  the  object 
of  Congress,  was  to  furnish  a  circulating  me- 
dium for  the  country.  And  here,  again,  bo  un- 
important, relatively,  was  the  mere  custody,  or 
deposit  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  bonk,  that 
the  bill,  aa  originally  introduced,  contained  no 
provision  for  that  object.  A  section  was  after- 
wards introduced,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  my  motion,  providing  for  the  deporit  of  the 
public  moneys  with  the  oank,  unless  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  should,  at  any  time,  other- 
wise order  and  direct :  a  reservation  of  power 
to  the  Secretary,  which,  as  I  thinly  and  always 
have  thought,  was  greatty  abuse^  hj  ibiB  re- 
moval of  the  deposits  in  1683. 

By  reference  to  the  debates,  sir,  it  will  be 
found  that  other  friends  of  the  measure  fol- 
lowed up  the  general  ideas  of  the  honorable 
gentieman  from  South  CoroUna,  and  supported 
the  bank,  aa  a  necessary  agent  or  instrument  for 
establishing,  anew,  a  national  currency,  for  the 
uses  of  ownmerce  and  exchange. 

It  was  my  second  proposition,  sir,  that  the 
Message,  the  bill,  and  tiie  amendment,  taken 
together,  deny,  in  substance,  that  tSils  Govern- 
ment has  any  power  or  duty  connected  with  the 
currency,  or  tbe  exchanges,  .beyond  the  mere 
regalation  of  the  coins. 

And,  sir,  is  this  not  tmet  ITe  are  to  judge 
of  the  Message  by  what  it  omits,  as  well  as  by 
what  it  proposes.  Congress  is  called  together 
in  a  great  commercial  crisis.  The  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  country  is  arrested  by  a  sudden  dis- 
order of  the  currency.  And  what  is  proposed  ? 
Any  thing  to  restore  this  currency  f  Any  thing 
with  a  direct  view  of  producing  the  resumption 
of  payment  by  the  banks  1  Is  a  single  measure 
offered,  or  suwested,  the  main  purpose  of  whidi 
is  general  raief  to  the  oonntryt  Not  one. 
No,  sir,  not  one.  The  administration  oonflnea 
its  measures  to  the  Gkivemment  itself.  It  pro- 
poses a  loan,  by  the  means  of  Treasnry  notei^ 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue; 
and  it  proposes  secure  vaults,  and  strong  boxe^ 
for  the  sare-keeping  of  the  public  moneys ;  and 
here  its  paternal  care  ends.  Does  the  Message 
propose  to  grapple,  in  any  way,  with  the  mam 
evil  of  the  times !  Seeing  that  that  evil  is  one 
affecting  the  currency,  does  the  Message,  Uke 
that  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  1816,  address  itself  di- 
rectly to  th^  point,  and  reo(»nmend  measures 
fif  adamiate  rebef  t  No  snob  thing.  Itsbfltaini 
from  all  general  relief;  It  loc^  out  fSor  the 
interest  of  the  Govemment,  as  a  Government ; 
and  it  looks  no  fbrthor.  Kr,  let  me  tnm  to  the 
Message  itself,  to  show  that  all  its  recommenda- 
tions, and,  indeed,  all  the  oMects  in  calling 
Congress  tc^ther,  are  confined  to  the  narrow 
and  exclnsive  purpose  of  relieving  the  wants  of 
Government. 

The  President  says,  that  the  regulations  es> 
tablished  by  Congress,  for  the  deposit  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys,  having  become 
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inoperative  by  the  sospension  of  payment  by 
the  banks;  and  apprehending  tiiat  the  same 
canse  would  so  diminish  the  revenue,  that  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  wonld  not  be  snffl- 
cient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  GtoTeroment ; 
and  as  questiona  were  also  expected  to  arise 
rapwcHng  the  October  instalment  the  deposit 
to  the  States,  and  donbting  whether  Govem- 
ment  would  be  able  to  pay  its  creditwa  in  tsaa- 
1^  OT  Its  eqmvaleQt,  according  to  law,  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  doty  to  call  Congress  together. 
These  are  the  reasons  for  comng  Congress. 
They  are  all  the  reasons;  and  they  all  have 
ezdnsive  regard  to  the  Govemment  itself. 

In  the  next  place,  let  as  see  what  measnres 
the  Message  recommends  to  Congress.  In  its 
own  language,  tiie  o^eots  demanding  idtention 
are: 

"  To  regokte,  by  law,  the  safe-keeping,  tnuisfer, 
and  dieburaement  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate 
^e  funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment; to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  jwonaptly 
every  demand  tipon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  tenns  of  in- 
dnlgenoe,  and  the  mode  of  settlemoLt  to  be  adopted, 
as  well  in  c<dIecUns  from  individoals  the  revenae 
that  has  aocmed,  aa  In  withdiawlDg  It  from  fonuer 
depoiitoriea.** 

These  are  all  the  otgeots  recommended  par- 
ticiilarly  to  the  care  of  Congress;  and  the 
cnnmeratioa  of  them  is  followed  by  a  general 
enffiestion,  that  Congress  will  adopt  soch 
fdither  measnres  as  may  promote  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  country.  This  whole  enomwation, 
it  is  obvious,  is  confined  to  the  wants  and  con- 
venience of  the  Government  itself. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  see  on  what  grounds  it 
is  tiiat  the  2f easage  refruns  from  reoommend- 
ing  measures  of  general  reliet  The  President 
says: 

"  It  was  not  designed  by  the  constitution  that  the 
GovemmeDt.  shoula  assame  the  nuuutgement  of  do- 
mestic or  fore^  exdiange.  It  ia,  Indeed,  attthoi^ 
ind  to  twolate,  by  law,  tl^  commerce  between  the 
States,  and  to  provide  a  general  standatd  of  value  or 
Bwdinn  of  ezduDge  in  gold  and  diver;  but  H  Is 
not  its  province  to  aid  indlnduals  in  the  ttansfer  of 
their  funds,  otherwise  than  throng  the  fadlities 
aSbrded  by  the  Post  Office  D^artmoit.  As  jnstly 
mi^t  it  be  called  on  to  provide  tat  the  tran^Mtta- 
tion  of  their  merchandise." 

And  again: 

'*  If,  therefore,  I  refrain  from  snggesUng  to  Con- 
gress any  specific  plan  for  r^nlating  the  exchanges 
of  the  country,  relieving  mercantile  embarnuuroents, 
or  intnferfng  villi  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign 
or  domestic  cominerce,  it  is  from  a  ctmviction  that 
■neh  measures  arc  not  within  the  ctmstltational  prov- 
inoe  of  the  Qeneral  Government,  and  that  their 
adoption  would  not  promote  the  real  and  pemrnnent 
wd&ra  of  those  they  might  be  dedgned  to  aid." 

The  Vresident,  then,  sir,  declines  to  recom- 
mend any  measure  for  the  relief  of  commerce, 
ibr  the  restoration  of  the  cnrrenoy,  or  for  the  ! 
benefit  of  exchanses,  on  the  avowed  grornid 
that,  in  his  opinum,  anch  measures  are  not  j 


within  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress. 
He  is  distinct  and  explicit,  and  so  far  entitled 
to  credit.  Re  denies,  broadly  and  flatly,  that 
there  is  any  authority  in  this  Government  to 
regulate  the  currency,  and  the  exchanges,  be- 
yond its  care  of  the  coin,  Hie  question,  then, 
is  fairly  stated.  It  cannot  be  misnndentood; 
and. we  are  now  to  see  how  Congress,  and,  what 
is  mudi  more  important,  how  the  conntry,  will 
settle  it. 

Mr.  President,  if,  in  Mi^  laist,  when  roecie 
payments  were  suspended,  Uie  Prendent  <n  one 
of  the  banks  had  called  his  eonndl  of  dirmton 
together,  informed  them  that  their  affairs  were 
threatened  with  danger,  that  they  could  not 
collect  their  debts  in  specie,  and  might  not  bo 
able  to  pay  their  creditors  in  specie,  and  recom- 
mended such  measures  as  he  thought  their  in- 
terest required;  his  policy,  in  all  this,  would 
have  been  no  more  exclusively  confined  to  the 
interests  of  his  corporation,  than  the  policy  of 
the  Message  is  coniined  to  the  interests  of  this 
great  corporation  of  Government.  Both  in 
practice,  tiierefore,  and  on  principle,  in  reality, 
and  avowedly,  the  administxaUon  abandons  the 
currency  to  its  &te.  It  surrenders  all  care  over 
it,  declines  all  concern  about  it,  and  denies  that 
it  has  any  duty  connected  with  It. 

Sir,  the  question,  then,  comes  to  be  this: 
Shall  one  of  the  great  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion, a  power  essential  to  it,  on  any  just  plan 
or  tiieory  of  Government,  a  power  -miich  has 
been  exercised  from  the  beginning,  a  power 
absolutely  necessary  and  indispensable  to  the 
proper  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, be  now  surrendered  and  abandoned  for- 
ever? To  this  point  we  have  ocnne,  ar^  after 
pnrsning  the  "  experiment "  of  the  late  admin- 
istratioa  fw  five  years.  And  fnm  this  point,  I 
am  persuaded,  the  country  will  move,  and  move 
strongly,  in  one  direction  or  another.  We  shall 
either  go  over  to  the  gentleman  from  Missonri, 
and  suffer  him  to  embrace  ns  in  his  cold  and 
silver  arms,  and  hug  us  to  his  hard  mon^ 
breast;  or  we  shall  return  to  the  long-tried, 
well-approved,  and  constitutional  practice  of 
the  Government. 

As  to  the  employment  of  the  State  banks,  f<X 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  currency,  and 
canring  on  the  operations  fxt  exchange,  I  o^ 
t^nur  nevw  had  any  oonfidmce  in  that  system, 
Mid  have  none  now. 

I  tiitnk  the  State  banks  can  never  faraish  a 
medinm  for  dreulation,  which  shall  have  uoi' 
versal  credit,  and  be  of  equal  value  everywhere. 

I  think  they  have  no  powers,  or  fcculties, 
which  can  enable  them  to  restrain  excessive 
issues  of  paper. 

I  think  their  respective  spheres  of  action  are 
so  limited,  and  their  currencies  so  local,  that 
they  can  never  accomplish  what  is  dewrcd  m 
relation  to  exchanges. 

Still,  I  prefer  the  employment  of  State  b^n 
to  the  project  before  oa ;  because  it  is  less  rf  • 
project ;  because  it  is  less  dangerous ; 
ohiefly,  beoanse  it  does  not  snrrentler,  effisot* 
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u&Uf ,  and  in  tetniH,  a  great  power  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

Id  every  respect  this  project  is  objectioiiahle. 
It  is  but  another  "  experiment ; "  and  those  who 
reoominend  it  so  zealoualy,  were  the  aathors  of 
the  last,  and  were  equally  niU  of  confidence  and 
assurance  in  regard  to  that. 

"Who  invite  as  to  try  this  e^eriment }  'What 
Toices  do  we  bear  rused  in  its  zeoommeDda- 
tion  ?  Are  they  not  the  well-biown  Toices 
which  we  heard  so  often  when  the  late  "  ex- 
periment "  was  be^on  f  We  know  of  but  one 
accession.  The  voice  of  the  honorable  member 
from  South  Carolina  is  heard^  it  is  trQ&  now 
mingling  with  the  general  atr^n ;  and  that  is 
all.  Whffl'e,  then,  is  the  ground  for  confidence 
in  this  experiment^  more  than  there  was  for  it 
in  the  last  t 

This  scheme,  too,  is  og^nst  all  our  usages, 
and  all  our  habits.  It  looks  up  the  revenue, 
under  bolts  and  bars,  from  the  time  of  collec- 
tion to  the  time  of  diabursement.  Cor  practice 
has  been  otherwise,  and  it  has  been  a  nseful 
praotioe.  In  1888.  the  Secretary  the  Treaa- 
nry  admonished  the  deposit  banks,  dnoe  they 
had  obtfdued  the  custody  of  the  public  funds,  to 
accommodate  the  pnbtio,  to  loan  freely,  espe- 
cially to  importing  merchanta.  And  now,  a 
system  is  proposed  to  us,  according  to  which 
any  use  of  the  public  funds,  by  way  of  loan  or 
aoGonunodation  to  the  public,  is  made  a  crim- 
inal offence,  and  to  be  prosecuted  by  indict- 
ment I   Admirable,  admirable  consistuioy  1 

He.  HoBBAso  said :  The  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Fmanoe,  if  earried  Into  fbll  imect, 
cannot  fail  to  relieve  tiie  Goversment  from 
present  financial  embarrassment.  I  am  fiilly 
aware  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  ehrirman  of 
flie  OMuntttee  to  iveeent  hia  own  views  in  re- 
lalicni  to  the  measure:  It  wiU  be  his  province 
to  ^ve  a  very  detailed  statement  of  tiie  char- 
aetar  and  effiaot  of  that  bill— its  benefits  to  the 
Government,  to  the  banking  iftsUtntlon  o£  the 
oonntry,  and  to  the  pewle  themaelvee.  It  can- 
not bnt  have  occurred,  however,  to  eveiy  indi- 
vidual, that  if  this  bill  shonld  now  be  adopted, 
it  woidd  in  effect  be  but  the  same  measure,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  collection  and  to  the  dia- 
bursement of  the  public  money,  which  has  ex- 
isted almost  from  1780,  uutU  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  April,  1816.  This  bill,  if  carried  into 
effect,  would  ^ve  to  the  Qoverament  the  cer- 
ud  abst^nte  contxol  d  its  own  funds.  So 
did  the  act  of  1789.  This  Ull,  if  adopted,  wonld 
aever  the  Oovenunent  from  any  oimnection 
with  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  local  banks 
of  the  country.  So  did  the  act  of  1789 ;  and 
jBotwithfltanding  the  enatence  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  from  1791  to  1811,  there  was 
no  legal  provision  which  created  that  institu- 
tion, or  any  other  bank,  the  receiver  and  dis- 
horser  of  the  public  revenue.  If  this  bill  shoidd 
be  adopted,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government 
will  collect^  hold,  and  disburse  the  public  rev- 
enues npon  their  own  responedbility.  So  did 
the  collectors  under  the  act  of  July,  1789.  If 
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this  bill  be  passed,  the  fiscal  agents  will  be  im- 
mediately accountable  to  the  Government.  So 
were  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  recharter 
of  the  United  States  Bonk,  in  '1816.  The  ad- 
vantages the  Grovemment  will  derive  from  the 
operation  of  this  measure  will  be  the  certain 
control  of  its  own  funds,  the  direct  responsi- 
bility and  accountability  to  the  Government  of 
its  own  fiscal  agents ;  and  another  benefit  which 
will  result  from  the  adoption  of  tlua  measure, 
will  be  the  unchangeable  character  of  its  own 
means,  and  the  fixed  vidue  of  its  own  revenues 
— not  liable  to  depreciation  by  the  casualties 
and  misfortunes  to  which  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions of  the  country  are  more  or  less  liable. 
The  utter  failure  of  this,  or  the  severe  losses  of 
that  bank,  can,  in  nowise,  deteriorate  the  valae 
of  the  Government  funds.  So  it  was  for  the 
first  quarter  of  a  century  after  tiie  adoption  of 
oar  constitution.  Independent  of  all  banks,  we 
woold  manage  our  finances  in  our  own  way, 
and  with  perfect  security  to  the  Government. 
So  it  was  nnder  the  sot  of  1780.  The  revennea 
then  were  oollectod  and  disbursed  independent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statra.  These  are 
some  of  the  benefits  which  would  result  to  the 
Government  by  the  adoption  of  this  bill ;  and, 
acting  independent  of  local  banks  in  the  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  it 
would  also,  in  its  operation,  be  beneficial  to  the 
banks  themselveB.  If  this  measure  be  carried 
into  effect,  no  longer  will  the  money  of  the 
Government  be  used  by  the  State  banks  in 
their  banking  operations;  no  longer  will  the 
money  of  the  Government  be  emuoyed  in  in- 
oreadng  the  paper  issnes  of  the  ba^a,  1^  in- 
oreanng  th«r  duoonnts,  and  their  credits ;  and 
certain  it  la  that  this  depodt  with  the  local 
banla  cannot  be  required  for  tbe  transactions 
of  the  necessary  buiinees  of  a  business  com- 
munity. The  pecuniary  aid  of  the  Government 
is  not  needed  for  the  Intimate  operation  of  the  . 
local  banks.  There  ie  not,  Mr.  President,  any 
want  of  bank  coital  in  the  country ;  if  there 
was,  there  is  no  want  of  a  disposition  to  create 
bank  oapitaL  The  complaint  is,  and  has  been, 
that  banks  have  multiplied  too  rapidly,  and 
beyond  the  necessities  and  wants  of  a  commer- 
cial and  trading  community.  The  complaint  is 
well  founded.  Gertun  the  fact  is,  that  there  is 
not  at  this  time^  within  the  linuta  ctf  New  Eng- 
land, any  want  of  bank  capital.  If  this  be  bo, 
what  occasion  can  there  be,  where  is  the  neoes- 
mty,  of  requiring  the  deposit  of  the  public  money 
to  carry  on  the  proper  operations  of  these  local 
banks?  There  can  be  no  necessity;  and  the 
sound,  stable,  snbstantial  institutions  will  be 
essentially  benefited  by  giving  up  this  trading 
npon  the  money  of  ue  Government,  and  by 
returning  to  the  good  old  safe  practice  of  man- 
aging their  own  Dusiness  upon  their  own  oap- 
itaL There  is  too  much  uncertunty  attending 
the  use  of  the  public  money  to  justify  any  bank 
doing  bunnesB  upon  the  strength  of  Govern- 
ment deposits.  It  is  true  that  a  half  of  a  mil- 
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lion  maybe  placed  with  a  public  depository  to- 
day for  safe-keeping:  and  may  it  not  be  so, 
that  a  public  appropriation  for  some  nnexpected 
and  nnlooked-for  event  may  render  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  withdraw  at  once  the 
whole  amount  of  each  a  deposit;  and  if  the 
bank  had  prerioasly  pnt  this  deposit  oat  on 
loan — as  it  certainly  wotdd  do,  under  the  de- 
pout  act,  to  indemnify  it  against  the  claim  of 
the  GoTemment  to  interest-^iught  it  not  be 
embarrassing  to  the  banb  to  answer  snch  a  call 
from  the  Trwsnry  Department? 

The  great  -oncertainty,  then,  both  as  to 
amount,  and  to  time,  which  must  attend  the 
depodta  of  the  public  money,  cannot  ful  to  be 
regtu*ded  by  sound  and  well-regalated  banks  as 
a  great  ol^ection  to  the  reception  of  the  Gov- 
ernment deposita.  If  the  banks  which  have 
been  selected  under  the  deposit  act  of  June  23, 
1836,  should  be  called  upon  to  answer  the  in- 
quiry whether  the  Government  money  received 
by  them  in  deposit  has  been  a  benefit  to  their 
respective  iDstitutions,  tiie  answer  of  the  solvent 
and  stable  depout  bwks  would  be — no ;  they 
have  been  an  injory,  rather  than  a  benefit 
Trad  the  history  of  the  deposits  which  have 
been  made  with  the  banks  in  Xew  England, 
and  it  most  result,  from  the  great  micertainty 
and  instability  which  has  attended  the  moneyed 
operations  of  the  Government,  that  the  deptffiita 
have  served  bat  to  augment  their  pecuniary 
embarrassments.  Better,  tben,  would  it  be  for 
them  and  for  the  Government  to  dissolve  the 
counection.  And,  Hr.  President,  the  people 
themselves,  for  whdse  interest  there  has  treen 
much  feeling  manifested  pending  the  debate 
upon  tills  bill,  would  also  participate  in  the 
benefits  which  would  result  from  uie  adoption 
of  this  measure.  Men  would  become  steady 
and  settled  in  their  operations ;  there  vonld  no 
longer  be  given  to  property  an  inflated  and  fao- 
IdtiooB  value ;  business  would  resume  its  accus- 
tomed channels;  and  the  exdtement,  always 
temporary  and  always  dangerous,  (the  finit  of 
any  extraordinary  expanuon  of  paper  cmrency,) 
would  be  done  away ;  the  spint  of  speculation 
and  overtra^ng  would  be  checked;  a  sound 
discretion  and  a  guarded  pmdence  would  mark 
the  conduct  of  business  men,  and  give  character 
to  all  their  operations.  There  wonld  not,  and 
there  could  not  be,  that  constant  change  md 
revolution  in  the  value  of  property,  necessarily 
involving  in  its  consequences  the  fortune  and 
the  fate  of  thoasands.  Let  the  Government, 
throng  its  own  agents,  collect  and  hold  its 
nvenaeB  exelasively  for  pubUo  panmses;  let 
the  Government  withhold  from  the  local  uuti- 
tntions  the  use  of  the  irabSo  fhnda,  and  that 
wild,  extravagant,  and  adventurous  spirit  which 
has  pervaded  oar  country  for  the  last  two  years, 
will  be  controlled  by  the  power  sober  judg- 
ment ;  and  if  such  wonld  be  the  oonsequences 
resulting  ft-om  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
surely  the  people  would  greatly  participate  in 
the  benefits  of  ^the  system.  In  my  behef^  the 
Govermnait,  t£e  banks,  and  the  people,  would 
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derive  essential  advantt^es  from  the  adopti(Hi 
of  this  measure;  I  shall,  therefore,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, give  to  it  my  best  support.  As  a  member 
of  the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  I  agreed  to  re- 
port the  bill.  The  disous^on  which  has  taken 
place  nnce  the  bill  has  been  before  the  Senate 
— to  all  of  which  I  have  ^ven  my  constant  at- 
tention— ^haa  served  to  satisfy  my  own  mind  of 
the  neces»ty,  policy,  and  justice,  of  the  meas- 
ure. I  deeply  regret  that  a  different  view  has 
been  taken  of  this  matter  by  other  gentlemen, 
for  whose  opinions  I  have  ever  entertained  a 
profoand  res^ieet ;  bnt  it  la,  I  tmst,  bnt  an  hoa.- 
est  difference  of  oinnion  on  a  leading  measure 
of  public  policy.  I  have  no  beUef  that  any 
change  of  sentiment  can  be  accomplished ;  but, 
sir,  I  must  be  excused  for  noticing  some  of  the 
objections  which  have  been  made  on  this  floor 
to  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

Urst.  It  is  objected  that  the  bill  provides 
that  the  revenues  of  the  Government  should  be 
collected  and  disbursed  in  gold  and  nlver ;  and 
from  the  oonseqnenoe  given  to  this  objection 
to  the  measure  pending  the  debate,  the  infer- 
ence must  be  that  in  this  partionkr  «  great 
innovation  npon  .the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  contemplated,  and  that  a  new  prind^ 
is  to  be  introduced  into  our  legislation ;  bnt,  so 
far  from  that  being  the  fact,  this  same  principle 
— this  special  provision — ^has  been  coenstent 
with  the  Government  itself.  By  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  collection  of  duties,  &o.,  approvM 
July  21,  1789,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  duties 
and  fees  to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  s^d  sot, 
^all  be  received  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only." 
And  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary, 1791,  creating  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  bills  or  notes  of 
the  Bud  corporation,  originally  made  payable, 
or  which  shall  have  become  pavable  on  de- 
mand, in  gold  and  silver  cMn,  shall  be  received 
in  all  pi^ents  to  the  United  States."  The 
corporation  waa  not,  by  the  terms  of  its  char- 
ter, made  the  fisoal  agent  of  the  Gov^umment ; 
nor  waa  the  bank  made  tbe  depository  of  the 

fmblio  revenues.  Hie  responnbility  of  the  col- 
ectors,  created  by  the  act  of  1789,  was  not 
transferred  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
They,  and  they  alone,  were  direetly  accountable 
to  the  Government.  Their  duties  were  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  and  were  not,  by  the  onu- 
ter  of  the  bank,  changed.  This  feature  of  the 
bill^  should  the  amenmnentctf  the  Senator  from 
-South  Carolina  be  adopted,  wonld  oontain  no 
new  prindple,  nor  introdoee  anr  new  praotice. 
E^om  1789  to  1816,  snob  was  the  usage  of  the 
Government,  and  such  was  the  law  of  the  land. 
And  I  would  oonfldentiy  appeal  to  the  ex- 
perience ot  the  people,  wh^er  the  material 
change  in  the  colleetion  and  ffisbursunent  ot 
Uie  public  revenues  whidi  took  place  on  the 
recharter  of  tiie  United  States  Bank  in  1810, 
and  the  subsequent  changes  which  have  taken 
place,  have  advanced  their  peace,  prcwperity, 
and  happiness.  Under  the  system  which  was 
eetaUisaed  in  1789,  and  iwMtised  on  by  the 
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Oovennneat,  the  revenues  irere  collected  and 
disbursed  in  aenrrenoynot  sabjeot  to  change 
or  deterioration,  by  its  own  fiscal  agents,  di- 
rectlj  responfflble  to  the  Grovemment,  By  the 
act  of  1816,  recbarterin^  the  United  States 
Bank,  that  corporation  was  made  the  responsi- 
ble fiscal  agent  of  the  Government.  All  the 
biUs  or  notes  of  the  corporation,  witbont  any 
discriminatioD,  were  made  receivable  in  all 
pi^Toents  to  the  United  States.  And  the  act 
provides  ibrther,  "that  the  depoeitB  of  the 
mone^  <rf  the  United  States,  in  placee  in  which 
the  sidd  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  es- 
tablished, sbaQ  be  made  in  said  baDk  or  branch- 
es;" and  "that  daring  the  continnance  of  the 
act,  aod  whmever  reqnired  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  sua  corporataon  shall  give 
the  necessary  faciUties  for  transferrinR  the  {)nb- 
lic  funds  from  place  to  place,  within  the  United 
States,  and  for  distribnting  the  same  in  pay- 
ment of  the  pnblio  creditor^  withoot  charge," 
&o.  These  provisions  were  introduced,  by  way 
of  amendments  to  the  bill,  after  it  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  and  were,  I  believe, 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts, 
thereby  materially  and,  as  it  has  operated,  in- 
Jarioittly  chaoginc  the  whole  prawce  of  the 
Government  In  relation  to  the  collection  and 
dlsbarsement  <^  the  pablio  fands. 

Had  the  bank  heen  vested  with  no  other 
powers  by  the  act  of  1816,  than  were  conferred 
by  the  act  of  1791,  the  evils  which  have  siace 
been  experienced  woald  probably  have  been 
avoided.  It>  was  its  intimate  connection  with 
the  finanjces  of  the  conntry — it  was  the  control 
it  possessed  over  the  pablio  fonds — it  was  the 
pofiticat  inflnence  it  was  snpposed  to  exercise 
— ^that  awakened  tiie  jealonsy  of  the  American 
people,  and  exdted  feelings  and  estabUshed 
opinions  hostile  to  the  conunnanoe  (rf  soch  an 
ittstitation. 

A  second  oljeotion  made  to  the  bm  is,  that 
it  in  effect  repeals  the  act  deporting  the  money 
of  the  Government  with  the  local  banks,  and 
thereby  prodncing  great  iqjury  to  those  institu- 
tions. I  have  already  expressed  my  own  views 
as  to  the  effect  tliis  measure  would  have  opon 
State  banks.  And  all  I  wish  to  add  is,  that, 
nntil  local  banks  were  selected  as  public  depos- 
itwies,  for  the  first  forty  years  of  the  existence 
of  this  Government,  the  local  banking  instito- 
tions  of  the  country  did  not  count  upon  any 
such  aid  from  the  Government  as  essential  to 
their  pro^rlty,  or  necessary  to  their  success. 

A  Ihhrd  ol^eotion  to  the  bul  is,  that  it  creates 
one  oorrency  for  the  Government  and  another 
for  the  people, 

Was  there  aay  complaint  of  this  sort  made 
under  ^e  act  of  1769?  Was  there  then  one 
currency  for  the  Government  and  another  for 
the  people  1  If  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Oarolina  be  adoi)ted,  after  1841,  the 
revenues  will  be  received  in  gold  and  silver 
only.  And  what  would  be  the  effect  of  sach  a 
proceeding?  WonM  the  g(dd  and  niver  receiv- 
ed for  the  public  revenues  be  abstracted  from 


the  general  currency?  Would  it  be  looked  up 
from  circulation  ?  Would  it  be  salted  down  in 
the  vaults  of  the  sub-Treasnry  officer?  ISo. 
air:  the  revenues  and  the  public  dues  would 
come  from  the  people,  and  they  would  be  dis* 
bursed  to  the  people.  If  paid  in  a  metallic  cur- 
rency to  our  fiscal  agents,  the  same  currency 
would,  by  the  same  agents,  be  disbursed  to  the 
public  creditors.  The  history  c€  the  Govern* 
ment  shows,  that  at  the  c(»nmenoement  o£  eadi 
fiscal  year,  there  is  not  on  an  average  in  the 
public  Treasnry,  snlfject  to  draft,  a  sum  ezoeed- 
mg  millions  of  dollan.  If^  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  twenty  more  millions  have  been  re- 
ceived, B  like  amount  has  been  disbursed.  A 
sum  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  specie,  then, 
would  ordinarily  be  the  balance  of  the  account 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fiscal  year ;  and  can  the  abstraction  of 
six  from  more  than  eighty  millions  now  in  the 
conntry,  so  alarm  the  fears  of  gentlemen  as  to  lead 
them  to  the  conclusion  that  the  consequence 
of  tills  measnre  will  be  the  establishment  of 
one  carrrency  for  the  GK}vernment,  and  a  differ- 
ent currency  for  the  people?  And  are  not  all 
of  the  people?  Are  men  holding  office  a  dis- 
tinct race  from  the  people?  And  can  it  be 
seriously  contended  tlut  the  revenues  received 
and  paid  out  to  public  creditors  are  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  and  from  the  care  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  No,  sir,  it  cannot.  Debtors  and  creditors 
to  the  Government  are  parts  of  the  same  com- 
munity. They  are  of  the  people ;  and  their  re- 
latdon  to  the  Government  is  constantly  chang- 
ing. To-day  one  may  be  a  creditor— to-mor- 
row he  may  be  a  debtor ;  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive in  what  way  or  manner  the  adoption  of 
this  bill  would  create  one  onrrencv  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  another  for  the  people — ^would  es- 
tablish those  high  or  low  m  offioe-— all  who 
have  claims  npou  the  Government — as  an  order 
<^men  possemng  peculiar  and  exclusive  priv^ 
ileges.  It  cannot  so  be.  The  objection  has  no 
foundation  in  troth. 

A  fourth  objection  is  made,  that  the  bill  di- 
vorces the  Government  from  the  banks.  The 
bill  separates  the  Government  from  the  banks 
in  no  other  way  than  it  says,  that  no  longer 
shall  the  banks  have  the  public  deposits  for  the 
purpose  of  expanding  and  enlai^ng  their  paper 
currency.  This  is  the  divorce  about  which  Sen- 
ators complain.  The  propriety  of  sach  a  sepa- 
ration I  have  already  discussed. 

Another  objection  made  to  this  measure  1^ 
that  it  in  efifoet  destroys  the  credit  systotn,  un- 
der which  countiy  has  ei^joyed  so  much 
prosperi^. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  credit,  as  contra- 
distinguished from  cash  payment,  has  been,  and 
may  be,  attended  with  consequences  most  ben- 
eficial to  the  prosperity  of  a  community ;  that 
it  stimulates  enterprise,  and,  when  properly  re- 
strtuned,  cannot  fail  to  advance  private  iater- 
est;  but  such  a  credit  system  needs  not  the 
protecting  care  of  the  Government.  It  is  the 
eioesB  of  oracUt  that  brings  danger,  distreas^  and 
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Hanhj.  It  is  that  miooDtroUed  sod  nncontrol- 
Iftbl«  Bpirit  of  adventure  which  leads  to  duaster. 
embarraMment,  and  rnin.  It  is  that  bold  and 
daring  paarimi  for  q>ecnlatioQ,  siut^ed  for  a 
time  on  ereditj  which  pats  in  jeopardj  the  for- 
tunes of  iodividnala,  prostrates  the  beet  efforts 
of  enterprise,  and  scatters  firebrands  and  death 
among  an  active  bosiness  commnnltj.  Whence 
this  general  desolation  which  now  pervades  our 
landl  Whence  this  general,  thia  oniversal  em- 
barrassmeot,  which  now  prevuls  throng  the 
oonutry  ?  It  is  to  be  traced  to  a  most  mjodi- 
caoQS  and  nnwarrantable  expansion  of  the  credit 
system.  This  has  been  the  efficient  and  pro- 
&cing  cause  of  the  pecnniary  distress  that  now 
extends  from  Maine  to  Florida,  A  jndicions,  a 
well-regnlated  system  of  credit,  has  its  advan- 
tages in  eTer7  community,  and  among  every 
elaaa  of  our  citizens;  bnt  I  snbmit  whether, 
from  tiie  woM  e:q>erience  we  have  had,  we 
ought  to  wish  to  return  to  the  local  banks  the 
public  deposits,  if  thereby  an  enla^ment  of  ' 
iDdividual  credit  could  be  obtdned,  and  a  cw- 
reqwnding  increase  of  a  paper  medium?  I  can- 
not doubt  what  wonld  be  uie  response. 

The  acoommodation  proposed  to  be  extended 
to  the  deposit  banks  is  a  r^ief  measure,  giving 
time  to  those  institutions,  and  enabling  those 
institutions  to  ^ve  time  to  their  debtors.  The 
warehouse  bill  is  a  great  relief  measnre,  regnir- 
ing  cash  payment  for  importations  which  shall 
enter  into  the  consnmption  of  the  country,  and 
relieving  the  people  and  the  Government  from 
the  very  «vils  under  whicJi  we  are  now  labcv- 
iiiK--tiw  abuse  of  t3ie  credit  i^ystem. 

Each  aod  all  these  measures  look  directly  to 
the  relief  of  the  Government  and  the  people ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  speculations  of  gen- 
tlemen here  and  elsewhere,  with  reject  to  the 
true  character  of  these  measores.  let  them  but 
be  adopted — the  banks,  the  merchants,  the  peo- 
ple, wul  all  unite  in  ezpresang  to  their  authors 
tiunr  deep  sense  ot  gr^tude. 


Ebidat,  September  20. 
Sub-Tretuury  BUI 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oondderation  of  the 
Sub-Treasury  hilL 

Mr.  Buousrur  s^d:  Mr.  Preddent,  it  can- 
not be  doiied  that  the  commercial  and  mano- 
fsetnring  classes  of  our  people  throughout  the 
Union  are  now  suffering  severely  under  one  of 
those  periodical  pressures  which  have  so  often 
afflicted  the  country,  Neither  has  the  agricul- 
tural and  other  inter^ts  escaped  without  injury, 
although  they  have  not  suffered  to  the  same 
extent.  The  exhaustion  of  the  human  system 
does  not  succeed  a  high  d^ree  of  unnatural  ex- 
citement with  more  unerring  certainty  than 
that  a  depresuon  in  the  business  of  tiie  country 
must  follow  excessive  speculation.  The  one  is 
a  law  of  nature,  the  othw  a  scarDelr  less  uni- 
fonn  law  of  trade.  The  degree  of  t^s  d^res- 
sion  wHI  alw^B  bear  an  exact  pn^Hulion  to 
the  degree  of  overaotion.  As  many  degrees  as 
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the  ^stem  has  been  elevated  above  the  prant 
of  healtl^  action,  so  many  d^^rees  must  it  sink 
betoii^  uter  the  effects  <tf  ue  stimulus  have 
passed  away.  . 

What  has  been  the  history  of  Che  country  in 
this  reroectt  One  of  constant  vibration.  I 
can  speaik  positively  on  tlus  subject  in  r^ard 
to  tiie  period  of  time  since  I  came  into  public 
life,  what  has  been  will  be  again.  The  same 
causes  will  produce  the  same  effects.  We  can 
cherish  no  reasonable  hope  of  a  change  unless 
the  State  L^pslatures  should  take  a  firm  and 
decided  standT  The  histoiy  of  tiie  past  win  be- 
come that  of  the  fhture.  This  year  we  have 
sunk  to  the  extreme  point  of  depression.  The 
countrris  now  glutted  with  foreign  merchaa- 
dise.  There  will,  therefore,  be  hut  few  Impor- 
tations. All  our  efforts  are  now  directed  tow- 
ards the  payment  ot  onr  foreign  debt.  The 
next  year  the  patient  will  be^n  to  reordt  his 
exhausted  energies.  Domestic  manufaetores 
will  flourish  in  proportion  as  foreign  goods  be- 
come scarce.  The  tlurd  year,  a  fair  bnsneas 
will  be  done.  The  country  will  present  a  fiour- 
ishing  appearance.  Property  of  all  descrip- 
tioDS  will  command  a  fair  price,  and  we  shall 
glide  along  smoothly  and  prosperously.  The 
fourth  or  the  fifth  year  tiie  era  of  extravagant 
speculation  will  return,  again  to  be  succeeded 
by  another  depression.  At  successive  periods 
the  best  and  most  enterprifung  men  of  the  conn- 
try  are  crushed.  They  ftU  Tiotims  at  the 
amine  of  the  insatiate  and  insatiable  Moloch  cS 
extravagant  banking.  It  is  an  everiasting  cy- 
cle. The  wise  man  says  tiiere  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  sun;  and  we  are  destined,  I  fear, 
s^ain  and  ^^in  to  pass  through  the  same  vi- 
oisdtudes.  The  aspect  is  perpetually  changing, 
but  is  never  new. 

Senators  have  plumed  themselves,  and  their 
admirers  throughout  the  country;  have  applaud- 
ed them,  as  being  wonderfully  sagacious  in 
their  predictions.  Their  respective  partisans 
are  ready  to  exclmm — 

"  The  qrfrit  of  deep  pimheeT'  ha  hath, 
ExcMilinfc  th«  niDe  Sfblla  of  old  Botne: 
'WhAt>  past  and  whaTs  to  oonte  he  can  dMery," 

But  no  deep  penetration  into  futurity  was 
required  to  make  these  prophedes.  Until  ex- 
isting causes  shall  be  removed,  the  future  must 
be  the  counterpart  of  the  past. 

Whence  tlus  eternal  vicisntude  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  What  is  the  secret  spring 
of  all  these  calamities  ?  I  answer,  the  spirit  of 
enterprise,  so  natural  to  American  citizoqs,  ex- 
cited into  furious  action  by  the  stimulus  of  ex- 
cessive banking.  It  operates  as  does  the  inhal- 
ing of  oxygen  gas  upon  the  human  mind,  urging 
it  on  to  every  extravagance  and  to  every  folly. 

I  do  not  deny  that  several  subordinate  cir- 
cumstances have  operated  in  unison  with  this 
grand  cause  to  moke  the  present  catastrophe 
more  severe  than  it  otherwise  might  have  been. 
Still  it  is  the  root  of  all  the  evil  It  is  tiie 
diief  and  almost  Ae  only  source  from  wUoh 
the  exlstiog  distress  baa  flowed. 


8*b-TreattiTji  BiU. 
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I  was  not  a  member  of  this  bodj  when  the 
discQssion  took  place  on  tbe  veto  of  the  bank 
(barter,  or  the  removal  of  the  deposite.  Al- 
thoDgh  both  these  measures  received  mj  cor- 
dial approbation,  jet  I  refr^  porposdy  from 
retdsring,  at  this  late  period,  to  the  remarin 
vni<di  have  been  made  on  these  snljeets.  They 
have  already-  passed  into  hiator;^,  and  been 
sanctioned  hj  toe  pnbKo  approbation. 

Amongst  these  -sabsidiaiy  causes  of  the  ex- 
isting distress  may  be  enamerated  the  des^c- 
tion  of  capital  by  the  great  fire  at  New  York, 
in  December,  18S6.  The  wild  speculations  in 
public  lands,  and  in  s^ilendid  towns  and  oHjes, 
upon  paper  throughout  the  Western  States, 
which  withdrew  capital  from  the  commercial 
cities,  where  it  was  most  wanted,  to  portions 
of  the  country  where  it  was  not  required ;  and 
the  specie  circular,  it  you  please,  which,  how- 
ever wise  it  may  liave  been  in  ita  origiji,  ought 
not,  in  my  opiidon,  to  have  been  oontinued  in 
foroe  after  it  nad  performed  its  oflBce  and  had 
diecked  the  wild  speculations  in  public  lands. 
*  I  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  at  the  last  session 
vbkh  repealed  this  dronlar;  and,  nnder  the 
asma  eiroomstances,  I  would  again  act  in  the 
same  manner.  But  permit  me  to  say  that  its 
effects  have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  It  did 
not  carry  to  the  west  any  th&g  approaching 
the  amount  of  gold  and  ^ver  whim  Senators 
have  estimated.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  the  specie  in 
all  the  Western  deposit  bant^  including  Mich- 
igan, bat  little  exceeded  four  millions  of  dollars 
at  the  date  of  the  snq>en8ion  of  specie  pay- 
zaent^  and  in  the  sonUi-westem  depont  banks 
it  did  not  amount  to  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
bov  mnoh  less  gold  and  silver  there  would 
have  been  in  these  depositories  had  the  epetaa 
<drcnlar  never  existed.  Certun  it  is  that  the 
comparatively  small  amount  of  specie  which 
oame  into  th^  banks  in  consequence  of  this 
circular,  oould  have  produced  but  an  incon- 
siderable  effect  on  the  biraness  of  our  commer- 
cial dties,  and  still  less  upon  the  suqwnnon  of 
specie  paymenta. 

These  eauses  may  have  made  the  revulsion  a 
little  more  severe;  but,  had  they  never  existed, 
still  it  must  have  come  with  desolating  force. 

Senators  have  attiibntad  some  portion  of  Uie 
existing  distress  to  tlie  aot  of  1884,  r^^ting 
the  standard  of  our  gold  cdns.  Tb^  have  not 
told  us,  and  ther  cannot  tell  us,  how  this  act 
oonld  have  prodooed  anoh  an  effect  It  was 
no  party  measure,  and,  npcm  its  passage,  there 
were  but  few,  I  believe  seven,  votes  against  it 
in  the  Senate.  It  was  a  measure  of  absolute 
necessity,  if  we  desired  that  our  own  gold  coins 
should  ever  circulate  in  this  ooantir.  Before 
its  passage,  a  half  eaj^le,  as  aii  artitue  of  mer- 
chandise, was  intrinsiG^y  worth  about  fire 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  in  silver,  whilst 
its  standard  value,  as  currency  under  our  laws, 
was  only  five  hilars.'  It  is  manifost,  therdbre, 
tibat  ea^es  and  half  ei^es  new  oonld  hsre  en^ 


tered  linto  general  circulation  had  it  not  been 
for  tbe  passage  of  this  act,  which  is  now  con- 
demned. lHwas  a  mere  adjustment  of  the  rel- 
ative vdue  of  gold  to  silver,  according  to  the 
standard  of  other  nations;  and,  if  lam  not 
greatiy  mistaken  in  my  memoiT,  oonfonned  ex- 
actly in  this  partacnlar  with  the  laws  of  Bpaia 
and  Portugal. 

I  have  been  utterly  at  a  loss  to  oonoeive  the 
cause  of  the  hostility  of  Senators  to  this  neces- 
sary measure,  unless  it  be  from  a  feeling  similar 
to  that  which,  it  is  said,  made  a  distinguished 
gentieman  deure  to  kill  every  sheep  which 
oame  in  his  way.  He  oould  feel  no  persfmel 
hostility  to  these  innoceut  and  bannless  ani<- 
mals ;  but  was  such  a  violent  anti-tariff  man, 
that  the  sight  of  them  always  reminded  him  of 
oar  woollen  manufaotnres.  Certainly  no  gentle- 
man can  entertain  any  objection  to  the  eagle 
and  half  eagle  themselves ;  out  they  may  romind 
SenatOTB  «  the  effioient  and  nntaring  exwtiooa 
d  the  Senator  from  IGssraii  (Mi.  Bbhoh)  to 
introduce  a  gold  cnrrou^  into  circulation.  Jul 
gold,  they  may  like  theee  coins ;  but,  as  Ben- 
tonian  miat  drops,  they  are  detestable. 

Senators  have  also  contended  that  the  pTeaeut 
depressed  oondition  of  the  coun^  has  been 
produced,  in  some  degree,  by  the  large  import 
tatioDS  of  specie  which  were  enoooraged  by  the 
administration  of  General  Jackson.  I  shaU  not 
be  diverted  from  my  main  purpose  by  answer- 
ing this  objection  in  detail.  Even  if  thdr  po- 
rtion were  correct,  which  I  by  no  means  admiti 
that  more  gold  and  silver  had  been  forced  into 
the  country  than  oar  neoeaaities  demanded,  or 
the  find  laws  of  tmde  wotdd  have  Jnsliflecl. 
still  the  effect  woold  have  been  tranamt  ma 
trifling.  It  would  have  fanmediatdy  flowed 
back  throng  the  channels  of  oonnneroe  to  thtt 
places  from  whence  it  came,  until  the  par  of  ex- 
change had  been  restored.  This  is  one  ot  the 
fixed  and  iavariable  laws  of  trade,  from  the 
obligation  of  which  we  can  never  be  released. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Gut,)  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  upon  this  subject,  In- 
volved himself  in  a  strange  contradiction.  At 
the  oommraoemeot  of  his  ^eech  he  deprecated, 
with  his  usual  eloquence  and  ability,  the  paLit7 
of  the  past  admimstration  in  forcing  specie  into 
this  country,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  trade. 
Towards  the  oonclnri<Hi,  when  hta  ftnoy  beeame 
excited  by  the  eontomplation  of  the  sploidid 
Bank  oi  the  United  States  which  it  was  his  pui^ 
pose  to  establish,  he  seemed  entirely  to  liave 
changed  his  opinion.  In  order  to  obtwi  the 
necessary  amount  of  specie  capital,  he  proposed 
that  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  of 
this  bank  stock  should  be  transmitted  to  Europe 
and  sold  to  foreigners  in  exchange  for  gold  and 
rilver.  It  was  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  trade, 
which  most  recoil  upon  na,  to  force  a  greater 
amount  of  specie  into  the  country  than  our  just 
proportion,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  mto 
circulation  among  the  people ;  bat.  when  the 
pnrpose  is  to  fdnush  a  specie  coital  of  twenty 
or  twent^'^ve  ™iBft"«  for  ft  new  bank  ot  the 
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United  States,  then  ell  difflooUdes  vanish  from 
the  mind  of  tiie  gentleman. 

Ko,  ur,  said  fir.  B.,  without  the  agency  oi 
any  of  these  secondary  canses,  the  present  dis< 
tress  must  have  come.  It  was  inevitable  as 
fate.  No  law  of  nature  is  more  fixed,  than  that 
our  over-banking  and  our  over-trading  most 
have  produced  tiie  disastrous  results  under 
which  we  are  now  suffering. 

In  this  orisis,  all  which  the  Oeneral  Govem- 
roeot  can  effect  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  withhold 
its  deporits  from  the  bank^  and  thus  refrain 
from  contributing  their  funds  to  swell  the  torrent 
of  wildspeonlation;  and,  in  the  seoond  {dace,  to 
rertrito  thaartravMance  <rfth^  crecUta  and  i»- 
mea,  in  scmw  nnaU  degree,  by  colleoting  and  dis- 
bnning  our  revenae  exelusiTely  in  specie,  or  in 
the  notes  of  banks  which  will  pay  the  balances  due 
froni  them  in  ^(ue,  at  ^ort  intervals.  To  ao- 
oomplish  Uiese  two  purposes,  as  well  as  to  ren- 
der the  public  revwiae  more  secure,  are  the  ob- 
}e(^  of  the  UU  and  amendment  now  be£««  the 
Senate. 

The  evils  of  a  redundant  paper  circulatim 
are  now  manifest  to  every  eye.  It  alternately 
raises  and  sinks  the  value  of  every  man's  prop- 
erty. It  makea  a  beggar  of  the  man  to-mor- 
row who  is  indnli^  in  dreams  of  wealth  to- 
iMj.  It  oonverts  Uw  badness  social  intoA 
mere  lottMy ;  vhUst  those  who  dlatolbate  the 
are  whi^  Irreqiondble  to  tiie  people, 
the  collapse  oomes,  sa  come  it  most,  it 
oasts  laborers  out  of  employment,  crushes  man- 
ii&otnren  and  merchants,  and  ndns  thousands 
ni  honest  and  industrious  oititena.  Shall  we, 
then,  by  onr  policy,  any  longer  contribute  to 
such  WaI  results  ?   That  is  the  question. 

The  system  of  extravagant  banking  benefits 
no  person  except  the  sb^wd  m>eculator,  who 
knows  how  to  take  advantage  of  the  perpetual 
fluctuation  io  prices  which  a  redundant  p^)er 
ourreDoy  never  fails  to  produce.  He  sees,  in 
the  general  oanaea  which  operate  upon  the 
ounmeroial  world,  when  money  is  abtrnt  to  be 
■oarce,  and  when  it  will  become  plenty.  He 
studies  t^e  run  as  a  gambW  does  that  of  the 
oaida  He  knows  -when  to  buy  and  when  to 
■en,  and  thus  trften  realizes  a  large  estate  in  a 
few  happy  ventures.  Those  who  have  been 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  papw  money 
maricet,  can  thus  accumulate  vupia  fortunes  at 
the  expense  of  their  less  skilful  neighbors. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  is  not,  whether 
we  shall  divorce  the  Government  from  the 
ban^  The  banks  themselves  have  done  that 
already.  The  alliance  is  already  dissolved.  The 
question  now  is,  shall  we,  with  all  the  expe- 
rience of  the  psstf  restore  this  t]l-&ted  union  f 
Ko  propitious  divinities  wonld  grace  the  new 
nuptials ;  but  the  fotal  alsters  would  be  there 
ready  agun  to  cut  the  ocvd  at  the  first  ^proach 
of  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rtvas)  has 
q>pealed  to  us  in  the  name  of  oonaistenoy  to 
support  his  amendmenL  But  circumstances 
have  entfrely  «hanged  since  we  TOted  finr  it  at 
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tiie  last  sesrion.  Then  the  wuoa  existed  be- 
tween the  banks  and  the  Treasury,  and  his  bill 
prescribed  the  relative  duties  of  the  otmtracting 
parties.  How  the  contract  is  at  an  end.  The 
banks  have  violated  its  fundamental  obligations, 
and  the  Qovemment  is  free.'  The  preliminary 
<^nestioa  now  is,  shall  we  enter  into  a  new  al- 
liance. We  must  first  determine  that  we  shall, 
before  any  que^n  of  consistency  can  arise. 
Shotdd  we  agun  connect  ourselves  with  the 
banks,  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  we  be  called 
upon  to  adopt  rules  r^ulsting  the  union.  The 
amendmwt  of  the  Senator  mat  Vii^uiA  pro- 
ceeds npcn  the  assumption  Hat  onr  former  re- 
lations are  to  be  restored.  I  oj^Mwe  the  amend- 
ment mainly  because  I  am  hostile  to  this  re- 
union. If  Congress  should  first  d^rmine  to 
restore  the  old  relations  between  the  parties, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  mi^t  there  be  si»De 
force  in  an  appeal  to  onr  oondstmcy. 

We  are  left  at  this  moment  entirely  free  to 
decide  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  the  public 
money.  To  use  the  language  of  the  Seoatw 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  CALHomr,)  we  bare 
reached  a  point  frum  whence  we  are  about  to 
take  a  new  departure.  But  three  courses  have 
been,  or  in  the  nature  of  things  can  be,  present- 
ed for  our  seleotkm.  We  must  ather  depo^ 
the  puUio  mon^  in  a  bank  of  the  UnUed 
States,  to  be  created  for  that  purpose ;  or  re- 
store it  to  the  State  banka;  ot  provide  for  its 
safe  custody  in  the  hands  of  onr  own  officer^ 
without  the  agency  of  any  bank.  State  or  nationaL 

And,  first,  in  rwud  to  the  creation  of  an- 
other bank  of  the  United  States.   It  was  not  my 

Surpose,  at  this  time,  to  offer  my  ol^^ectlHiB  in 
etsil  to  such  an  institution.  Even  if  I  had  in- 
tended to  present  my  views  fully  upon  this 
subject,  the  overwhelming  vote  of  tiie  Senate 
on  Tuesday  last,  against  uie  estabUdiment  of 
such  a  bank,  womd  warn  me  to  forbear.  It 
would  be  labor  lost  and  time  expended  in  vidn. 
I  ahaU  oontent  mya^  thereforA^  with  a  few 
general  observations  npcm  this  branch  of  the 
sut^eot,  and  a  abort  reply  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks wldoh  have  been  made  by  the  advocates 
of  a  new  bank. 

In  my  opinion,  the  most  alarming  dangers 
which  would  result  from  such  an  iusUtotion, 
have  never  yet  been  presented  in  bold  relief 
before  the  people.  Tnis  has  arisen  from  the 
unnatural  position  of  that  institution  towards 
the  Government,  We  have  seen  it  struggling 
against  Executive  power ;  and  its  efforts  nave 
been  tremendous.  They  would  have  been  irre- 
sistible against  any  other  Prendent  than  An- 
drew Jackson.  As  it  was,  the  conflict  was  oi 
the  most  portentons  character,  and  abode  the 
Union  to  its  centre.  But  we  have  witnessed 
the  excq>ti<Hi,  not  tiie  rule.  It  is  the  natural 
ally,  not  the  eifany,  power.  Wealth  and 
power  Dcccflsarily  attract  each  other,  and  are 
always  ready  to  rush  to  each  other's  embrace. 
In  ^e  language  once  used  by  a  diBttnguiahed 
tnatw,  now  no  more,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  *'  male 
and  female  created  he  them."  Sappme  Qea- 
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eral  JacbKm  and  the  bank  bad  been  in  allianoe, 
and  not  in  oppo^tion.  What,  then,  might  have 
been  the  consequences,  had  be  be«i  an  enemj 
to  tbe  liberties  of  his  conntiy  t  Armed  nith  all 
tbe  power  and  all  tbe  patronage  which  belong 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ei^joying 
unbounded  popnlaritj,  and  irieldins  ^e  com- 
bined wealth  of  the  conntrf  throngn  the  agen- 
OT  of  this  all-powerful  buik  and  its  branones^ 
{daatedinererT-portiiHtofthenidon;  oanany 
man  say  that  our  liberties  would  not  bare  been 
indanMrt  AU  the  forms  of  Ihe  constitution 
mi^itliaTe  remained;  the  people  might  still 
have  been  flattered  with  the  idea  of  electing 
their  own  officers ;  but  the  animating  spirit  of 
our  free  institntions  would  have  departed  Ibr- 
«vw.  A  secret,  an  all-pervadbig  inflnenoe, 
would  have  sapped  the  fonndataons  of  liberty 
and  made  it  an  empty  name.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, a  Pre«deiit  mi^t  always  select 
his  Bucceasofr.  Bat,  thank  heaven,  the  danger 
has  passed  away,  and  I  trust  forever. 

If  any  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  advocate  the  establishment  of  a  national 
baid:,  should  be  elected  Preddent— 4nd  if  their 
ptAtwal  priodples  are  to  prevaU  with  a  roi\Jor* 
ity  ^the  people  ct  this  country,  that  mqjority 
ooold  not  make  a  better  selection — in  what  sit- 
uation shall  we  be  placed  ?  One  of  the  first 
measures  of  the  administration  would  be  to  es- 
tablish a  magnificent  bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  capitid  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  with  branches  throughout  the  Afferent 
States.  A  feeling  of  gratitude  towards  their 
creator  would  render  them  subservient  to  his 
wUL  It  would  be  their  pride  and  their  pleas- 
ure to  promote  his  influence  and  extend  his 
power.  We  sbonld  have  no  more  wars  be- 
tween the  butk  and  the  Govonment.  They 
viHild  move  on  harmoniondy  together.  In 
other  days,  the  time  mi^t  aniTO  when  the 
bank  wonld  be  used  by  aome  bad  and  amlring 
Preddent  as  a  powerfm  instrnment  to  cobvert 
tbe  Mberties  of  his  country. 

Evm  if  such  a  bank  could  better  regolate  the 
omrenoy  and  tbe  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
country  than  any  other  Instrument,  still  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  to  bear  the  ills  we 
have,  than  to  endan^  the  existmee  or  the 
purity  of  onr  free  institutions. 

But  would  such  a  bank  control  and  regulate 
the  issues  of  the  State  banks  t  I  answer,  no. 
It  would  not,  if  it  could ;  it  coold  not.  If  it 
would.  In  the  afiurs  of  hmnan  lifd,  if  you  ex- 
pect one  agent  to  restrain  and  oontiw  another, 
yon  ought  to  render  dther  their  interests  or 
their  inc^ations  di^mt  and  ooantwaoting. 
To  accomplish  this  trarpoae,  I^ot  most  be  "  an- 
tagonisticol "  to  each  otner.  When  such  agents 
are  corporations,  this  is  emphatically  true. 
Pecoliarly  governed  by  self-iaterest,  they  feel 
no  enthusiasm  unless  it  be  to  make  laive  divi- 
dends for  their  stockholders.  Now,  a  bank  of 
the  United  States  would  have  precisely  the 
same  interest  with  the  State  banks  in  making 
extnvagBDt  loans  and  isBtus.  Whenever,  in 


th^  estimation,  they  ooold  extend  their  ao- 
commodotions,  without  endangering  their  own 
security,  they  woold  pnrsue  that  course.  This 
is  tbe  powerAU  instinct  of  self*interest.  Yon 
cannot  change  the  fixed  laws  which  govern 
human  nature,  by  making  men  directors  and 
stockholders  in  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  large  moneyed 
ooiptvaticaij  having  in  view  solely  Its  own  ii^ 
terestB^  will  volnntarily  beoonie  (he  n^atw 
of  the  paper  enrrenoy  <tf  a  great  naticoi,  and 
prevrat  those  ruinous  contractions  and  expan- 
nons  under  which  both  England  and  this  conn- 
try  have  periodically  snffered.  It  woold  bo 
easy  for  me  to  prove,  at  least  to  my  own  satis- 
fiustion,  that,  in  point  of  ftct,  neither  the  first 
nor  tbe  last  Bank  of  the  United  States  ever 
did  exercise  a  r^ular  and  efficient  oontnd  ovot 
the  issiies  of  the  State  banks.  On  the  contrar- 
ry,  whenever  their  interest  impelled  them  to 
extend  their  own  issues,  they  have  pursued  this 
oourse,  and  thus,  instead  of  checking,  they  have 
^ven  loose  reins  to  the  State  banks.  B<^  the 
one  and  the  others  have  thus  runhed  together, 
and  have  together  ministered  to  that  i^iit  of 
over-trading  and  extravagant  speculation  which 
has  so  often  desdated  onr  country.  To  pnrsoe 
such  a  coarse  of  illostntiffli  woiUd,  however, 
be  to  revive  the  old  eontroTersy;  to  trad 
the  ground  which  has  been  so  ofloi  trodden, 
and  to- divert  me  from  that  which  more  essen- 
tially belongs  to  tbe  present  question. 

The  nustake  committed  in  r^^ord  to  tiie  de- 
posit hanks,  was  the  belief  that  they  would  be 
able  and  willing  to  restrain  tbe  issues  of  the 
other  State  banks.  Fortified  with  the  public 
depodts,  and  nomerons  as  they  were,  they 
might  pooiblyhave  done  something  towards 
the  acoonidisDnient  ut  soch  a  pnrpose.  But, 
bank  like — ^hnman  natore  lite— matead  of  aim- 
ing at  any  snoh  remit,  the  Gorenmient  de- 
posits became  the  instrnment  In  th^  hmda  d 
still  more  extravagant  eredita  and  droidatlon. 
Their  objects  seemed  to  be  not  to  restrain,  but 
to  give  loose  reins  to  the  other  banks  and  to 
themselves,  and  thereby  increase  th^r  own 
profits. 

Apprehenticns  have  been  expressed,  and  no 
doubt  felt,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  lest  a 
perpetnation  of  the  divorce  which  now  exists 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks,  might 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States.  This  event  would,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  much  more  probaUe  ahoold  the  late 
mtem  be  restored.  It  la,  therefore,  naitmral 
that  the  frienda  of  inch  a  bank  ahomd  be  in 
favor  of  this  restoration.  In  soch  an  event, 
let  war  come  when  it  may,  yon  win  then  not 
only  be  deprived  of  yoar  own  treasures,  bat 
specie  payments  wilt  be  suspended,  the  cuTTency 
of  the  whole  country  will  be  deranged,  and 
you  will  not  be  able  to  collect  taxes  from  the 
people,  unless  it  be  in  d^recieted  paper.  At 
such  a  cri^  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
becMnes  inevitable.  Let  oa  then  keep  onr 
mon«y  mder  onr  own  ooitn^  Let  «a  aiw^ 
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bam  it  ready  tor  vn  whca  It  is  required.  Let 
«■  depend  upon  no  banki,  whether  State  or 
nattonal,  for  thte  porpoae. 

It  may  be  taid  that  alUioagh  the  banks  hare 
siWMtded  qieeie  payiamtB,  yet  the  dopo^ti 
which  we  have  made  with  them  will  evei^oally 
be  This  mi^,  or  it  mAj  not  be.  I  doabt 
•ztmmelT  on  that  p<^t.  u  the  ereut  were 
oertain,  howeTer,  tbia  is  no  answer  to  the 
oljeotions  ag^nst  employing  aooh  depositories. 
In  the  dxf  of  danger  they  oease  to  oe  banln 
Tour  mooAj^  whiui  is  the  sinew  of  war,  is 
withheld  from  yon  at  tiie  hoar  of  yoor  atmoet 
need.  Tonr  reaoanea  are  dried  op,  and  yoor 
eimglea  panl^ied,  at  ttie  very  mwMot  when 
the  utmost  enMgetio  energies  are  demanded. 
It  would  be  bat  a  poor  0Mis(dati<«,  either  to 
the  GoTemment  or  people  ct  Ais  ounntry, 
that,  after  bavins  soffered  aU  the  evils  and 
cdainitles  of  soda  a  catastrophe,  the  o<Hnmis- 
donera  of  insolvency  Aoold  finally  pay  them 
twenty  shillings  iu  the  pound. 

In  the  seoond  place,  I  am  opposed  to  return- 
ing to  the  syaiem  of  depodt  banks,  beoatue  I 
fael  no  oonfidenoe  that,  upon  a  second  trial,  it 
would  prove  better  than  it  did  on  the  first. 
From  the  very  nature  and  preerait  organization 
of  our  State  banking  iostitaticnu.  they  most  go 
frran  bad  to  iron^  Their  tendency  is  down- 
ward, and  iinleaa  arrested  by  the  vicorotu  aotioa 
of  the  State  Govertiments,  the  whole  system 
must  rush  to  inevitable  run.  Z  defy  the  ait 
d  man  to  devise  a  worse  banking  a^sten  thui 
that  which  prevails  throughout  this  country. 
The  model  of  it  upon  paper  was  the  Bank  of 
England ;  but  the  whole  capital  of  this  bank  is 
vested  in  loans  to  this  Government,  «id  is 
therefore  as  secure  as  the  Government  itself. 
Such  is  not  the  condition  of  any  of  our  institu- 
tions. The  public  have  no  seoority  that  the 
whole  amount  of  their  capital  stoc^  may  not 
be  squandered ;  and  the  met  is,  according  to 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  one  hundred 
and  aizty-fire  of  onr  banks  broke  between  1811 
and  1880: 

These  bankiL  w  all  of  them  witii  which  I  am 
acquainted,  eqjoy,  onder  their  charters,  a  priv- 
ilwe  which  ezeinpta  their  stooUuddMS,  in  their 
inoividual  capadty,  from  the  payment  of  any 
of  the  notes  or  debts  due  by  tiie  corporation, 
in  case  it  should  become  insolvent  There  is, 
I  believe,  no  restriction  anywhere  up<Hi  the 
amount  of  their  profits  or  dividends,  unless  it 
be  a  trifling  tax.  And  they  are  nowhere  re- 
quired to  htkV9  any  fixed  proportion  of  specue 
in  their  vaults,  compared  with  the  amount  of 
their  oiroulation  and  deports;  ootaiiUy  tiiey 
are  not  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  booor  in 
part  to  renraaent. 

If  the  Senator  fktnn  Uaesaohusetts  and  my- 
self enter  into  a  partnershht  to  ^oseonte  any 
hnsinesL  and  the  partnenh^  ahonld  fiil,  the 
private  fnianeB  of  each  of  US  would  be  rei^n- 
sible  for  the  debto  of  the  oonoem.  The  part- 
ners and  shareholders  In  tiw  private  or  joint- 
stock  banks  of  £d  gland  are  placed  in  the  same 


ritoattm.  Ho  holder  of  moh  bank  notei  in 

that  country,  none  of  th^  depontom,  can  loaa 
one  dollar,  nntil  after  the  pnvate  fivtunas  of 
sU  the  Btookholden  shall  have  been  ezltaiisted. 
This  is  a  great  security  to  the  puUio.  Not  so 
the  bankers  in  this  country.  They  are  a  priv- 
ilwed  class.  That  business  which  is  more  prof- 
itable than  any  other  is  conducted  without  any 
such  risk.  Cupidity  is  nureatrained  by  any 
sQch  qorehoision.  It  has  a  fair  field  to  dis- 
I^y  itself.  Each  man  puts  into  the  concern  the 
amount  of  his  stock.  When  that  is  psdd,  the 
bank  {Hoooeds  to  make  money  as  £ut  as  it  can, 
witbont  the  fear  of  future  reeponailnlity.  How 
great  is  the  temptation  to  excess  I  TlieaebankB 
areata  money  as  If  by  ma^  in  the  fonn  of 
hank  notes  or  bank  eredits.  These  tb^  ex- 
change with  individnals  for  ^u&r  own  notaa  or 
lulls  of  exchange,  disooanting  a  high  tate  of 
interest  from  tn^  &oe.  Their  extravagant 
issues  and  credits  gave  a  stimulus  to  eztravn- 
gant  speculations ;  and  oar  past  history  prove* 
that  the  more  they  loan,  the  greater  is  the 
demand  for  new  loans.  The  supply  never 
equals  the  demand.  The  last  few  years  has 
been  the  golden  age  for  Iwnka.  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  their  profits  in  different 
p(Hrtions  of  the  Union.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
deposit  law  did  not  require  the  depodt  bank* 
to  ratnm  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Teasury  the 
anuHmt  of  thdr  divMenda.  ¥nm  all  the  in- 
fbnnation  which  I  have  received,  therr  haro 
been  enormoos.  The  Senator  from  Oeoigta 
(Mr.  Euro)  has  informed  us  titat  tiie  hanks  ia 
the  city  where  he  reirides  (Augusts)  have 
divided,  daring  the  last  year,  at  the  rsto  of 
fifty  per  cent,  per  annom. 

When  a  bank  fbils,  what  classes  of  sodet;y 
are  most  likely  to  sufiiBr  from  the  explo»on  f 
Who  do  you  suppose,  Ur.  President,  held  the 
notes  of  the  hundred  and  sixty-five  bonks  that 

S roved  Insolvent  between  ISll  and  18S0I 
fot  the  shrewd  man  of  basineas,  not  the  keen 
peculator;  because  they  snuff  the  danger 
ftomafhr.  It  waa  the  honest  and  indaatriona 
claasea  lodety,  who  are  without  so^idon, 
and  whoae  imnaita  In  life  do  not  render  them 
ikmiliar  witn  the  secret  history  of  banking. 

We  are  now  Jnst  experiencmg  another  great 
evil  which  has  resulted  fmn  ube  eztoivagant 
loans  and  issues,  and  oonseqnent  suspention  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  The  coantry  is 
now  deluged  with  small  notes,  vulgariy  called 
shin  plasters.  They  are  of  every  form  and 
every  denomination  between  five  cents  and  five 
dollars;  and  they  are  issoed  by  evny  indi- 
vidual and  every  corporation  who  think  proper. 
It  is  impossible  for  toe  poor  man  to  say  he  will 
not  take  them ;  for  there  is  scarcely  any  mItot 
change  in  cinmli^on  anywhere.  He  muat 
receive  them  for  his  labor,  or  starve. 

The  paper  on  which  these  small  notes  are 
printed  ia  (rften  so  bad,  and  they  are  so  inarti- 
ficially  ^t  up,  that  it  is  almost  iropoariUe  to 
distingnish  between  the  counterfeit  and  the 
genoioe.  To  oouiterf^t  than  has  beonne  a 
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regnUr  bnsiiiesa,  and  it  has  haea.  carried  to  a 
great  extent 

Onr  carrency  below  five  dollars  now  connBta 
of  this  combined  mass  of  genidne  and  coonter- 
feit  shin  plasters ;  and  msaj  of  the  counterfeits 
are  inbinsically  of  equal  valae  with  the  genu- 
ine. Some  arc  payable  in  one  medium  and 
some  in  another.  Some  on  demand,  and  others 
hare  years  to  ran  before  they  reach  maturity. 
The  very  moment  the  banks  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, this  mass  of  illegal  and  woruiless  onr- 
rency  will  be  rendered  entirely  useless.  It  will 
fall  dead  in  the  hands  of  its  holders,  and  these 
will  be  chiefly  the  very  men  who  are  least  able 
to  bear  the  loss.  A  scene  of  confusion  and 
distress  will  tlien  be  presented  which  I  need 
not  describe.  Soch  u  one  of  the  eflbcts  <tf 
extravagant  banking: 

There  is  a  class  oi  SM^ety  for  whom  I  have 
ever  l^t  a  deep  interest  whose  attention  I 
flhonld  gladly  awaken  to  the  evils  of  an  exces- 
aive  issue  of  paper  currency — mean  our  do- 
neatio  manufacfrarers.  Bo  they  not  perceive 
that  all  the  protection  which  our  laws  afford 
them  is  rendered  almost  entirely  useless  by  the 
extravagant  amount  of  bank  notes  now  in  cir- 
oalationf 

It  has  been  stated  in  general  terms,  by  those 
who  best  understand  the  subject  of  political 
economy,  that  if  you  double  the  amount  of  the 
circulatiog  medium  of  a  countty,  yon  thereby 
doable  the  nominal  price  every  utide.  " 
when  the  dnnlating  medium  is  fifty  nUUions, 
an  article  should  cost  one  dollar^  it  wonld  cost 
two,  i^  without  any  increase  of  the  uses  of  a 
drcnianng  medium,  the  quantity  should  be  in- 
orused  to  a  hundred  miUions."  Although  we 
cannot  apply  strict  arithmetical  rules  to  this 
subject,  yet  all  will  admit  that  the  proportion 
is  substantially  correct  Let  us  then  suppose 
that  our  currency  has  reached  such  a  point  of 
depreciation,  whea  compared  with  ihei.  of  our 
rivals  in  foreign  countries,  that  an  artiole  which 
could  be  manufactured  abroad  for  one  dollar, 
wouM  cost  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  at  home : 
and  what  is  the  oonseqnencel  A  preminm  of 
^ty  per  cent  is  thns,  in  e£Eiset,  s^ven  to  foreign 
inangfscturea  over  those  of  oomestio  origin. 
Tor  example:  A  piece  (tf  hroaddoth  costs 
<mo  hundred  dollars  to  the  French  mannfiuH 
tnrer;  he  brings  it  here  for  sale;  and,  on 
account  of  the  depreciation  in  onr  currency,  he 
receives  for  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
what  advantage  does  he  thus  obtun  f  Being 
the  citizen  of  a  foreign  coontiy,  he  will  not 
accept  onr  bank  notes  in  payment  Be  will 
take  nothing  home  except  gold  and  silver,  or  a 
bill  of  exchange,  which  is  equivalent.  He  does 
xtot  expend  this  money  here,  where  he  would 
be  compelled  to  support  hia  family,  and  to 
purchase  his  labor  and  materia  at  the  same 
rate  of  prices  which  the  domesUo  mannfuturer 
is  compelled  to  pay.  The  depreciation  in  our 
onrrenoy  bdow  tne  standard  <Hr  that  of  SV&noe 
or  England  is,  therefor^  equivalent  to  a  pro- 
portionate direct  prolection  to  the  fiireign  over 
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the  domestic  mannfaeturer.  The  oonduaioa  is 
inevitahle.  It  oazmot  be  denied.  It  is  impoa- 
sible  tliat  oar  mann&ctnrers  should  long  be 
able  to  sustiun  such  an  nnequal  competition. 
They,  above  all  men,  ought  to  exert  thw  great 
influence  for  the  purpose  of  confining  the  paper 
currency  of  our  country  within  some  reasonaole 
limits.  The  fate  of  the  great  interest  in  which 
they  have  embarked  depends  upon  it 

Oar  farmers  in  the  grain-growing  States  are 
placed  in  a  similar  situation:  The  amount  of 
onr  currency  must  be  diminished,  or  foreign 
wheat  will  continue  to  be  imported  for  domes- 
tic consumption.  The  fiumer  in  the  north  of 
Germany  will  be  able  to  undersell  us  in  oar 
own  markets. 

The  banks,  by  their  reftiafd  to  paj  sped& 
have  now  plaoed  themselves  in  the  power  of 
the  State  GovemmentB.  Ther  have  fbrfiaitea 
th^r  charters,  and  it  now  remains  fbr  the  dififor- 
eat  Legislatures  to  decide  upon  what  terms 
they  shall  be  restored.  Amidst  tiie  general 
miffiorttmes  of  the  country,  it  Is  one-  source  of 
consolation  that  the  banks  have  plaoed  them- 
selves within  the  power  of  the  pe(^e.  Had 
they  not  done  this  by  their  own  conduct,  we 
Itnow  that  a  nmnerous  and  poweifol  party 
exists  in  this  conntry  who  consider  a  charter 
of  incorporation  so  sacred  that  no  State  Legis- 
lature, by  any  future  law,  could  ever  restrict 
th^r  own  bulks  from  issuing  notes  under  ten 
dcdlars,  if  th^  charter  aothorized  them  to 
issue  notes  of  a  less  dennninatioa.  Aooording 
to  the  doctrines  of  this  party,  all  power  over 
the  pMter  drenlation  of  the  ooimtry,  whi^  is 
one  01  the  highetit  attributes  of  sovereign^ 
bdon^ng  to  uie  States,  has,  by  them,  been 
irrevocaUy  transferred  to  eight  hundred  banks. 
Tliank  Heaven  I  eveiy  difficulty  on  that  subject 
is  now  removed ;  and  it  will  depend  upon  the 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  these  L^ieuatures, 
whether  we  shall  have  a  sound  p^»er  currency 
in  time  to  come,  proportioned  in  amount  to  the 
wants  of  the  people,  and  placing  the  banks 
themselves  in  a  secure  couaitiou ;  or  whether 
we  shall  again  be  overwhdmed  with  a  deluge 
of  paper  money  and  all  its  atteodant  evils.  JS 
they  will  bat  secnre  a  vpecie  bads  fin-  onr 
paper  droolation,  by  prchiUtiwr  the  issue  ot 
bank  notes,  at  first  under  ten  dollars,  and  after- 
wards under  twenty ;  if  they  will  render  the 
stockholders  of  banks  personally  responsible^ 
at  least  for  the  amoont  of  notes  which  they 
may  issne;  if  they  will  limit  the  dividends  of 
the  banks  to  a  reasonable  profit  on  the  invest- 
ment of  the  stockholders ;  if  they  will  require 
the  banks  to  keep  a  Jnst  proportion  of  spene 
in  their  vaults  compared  with  their  circulatioor 
and  deponts ;  and,  above  all,  if  they  will  a^Jnst 
the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  to  be  issued 
to  the  wants  of  the  people,  vpaa  piind^dea 
which  have  been  smclitmed  by  expuienoe,  so 
as  to  prevent  rninoasflatrtaationsin  the  amtnuit 
of  oar  earranoy— then,  Indeed,  the  evils  which 
we  have  soflbred  will  be  ooiiq>ensated  by  tiie 
bcouflts  we  are  destiofld  to  a^aj.  Sat  I  nm- 
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fesa  I  dread  the  reenlt.  We  are  a  strange  peo- 
ple. The  lessons  of  experience  make  bnt  a 
feeble  impressioo  on  our  minds.  We  rise  with 
80  much  buoT'ancy  from  oar  mirfortonea,  that 
when  they  have  passed  away  they  arQ  instantly 
foi^tten.  Shomd  the  banks  resmne  specie 
payments  before  or  shortly  after  the  next  meet- 
iDg  of  onr  State  Legielatnre&  and  the  corrent 
begin  to  run  smootblyag^n,X  fear  that  no  sooh 
changes  will  be  made  in  the  existing  bank 
ehartera,  and  that  we  mnst  await  the  event  of 
another  o'ius,  which  would  tiiea  be  Sneritable, 

Until  these  or  some  snoh  restrictions  shall 
have  been  imposed  by  the  States  on  their 
banks,  they  never  can,  they  nerer  will,  become 
eecnre  depositories  for  the  revenues  of  the 
Government 

In  the  third  place,  the  anion,  which  is  now 
dissolved,  between  the  banks  and  the  Treasnry, 
onght  not  to  be  restored ;  because  the  public 
deposits  would  again  become  the  fruitful  source 
of  over-issues  and  extravagant  specnlatlon. 
We  have  no  power  to  regulate  the  State  banks ; 
but  we  can  withhold  uom  them  onr  revenue, 
and  thna  prevent  them  from  ndng  onr  means 
for  the  purpose  of  denug^ng  Ihe  bnstuess  of 
■odetv.  If  we  cannot  eradicate,  we  are  not 
bound  to  aggravate  the  radical  sin  of  fheir 
constitution.  If  we  cannot  prevent,  we  need 
not  become  accomplices  in  their  miscondnct. 
Bat  I  have  already  incidentally  said  so  much 
in  tiie  course  of  my  remarks  on  this  branch  of 
tlie  subject,  that  I  need  not  tronble  the  Senate 
with  any  further  observations. 

In  the  fourth  place  the  divorce  now  sabsist- 
ing  between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks  OQght 
to  be  rendered  perpetual,  because  of  their  sup- 
posed or  actual  subserviency  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  dangerous  infiuence  which  might 
be  exerted  over  them  by  the  Executive. 

I  am  not  one  of  mose  who  bdieva  that, 
hitherto,  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  exert 
snch  on  innnence;  yet  every  efibrt  luis  been 
used  hf  a  portion  of  the  press  to  produce  such 
an  impression.  These  institutions  have  been 
denounced  as  "  the  pet  banks  "  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  they  have  been  charged  with  grant- 
ing pecnliar  favors  to  the  minions  of  Executive 

Sower.  True  or  false,  this  charge  has  pro- 
uced  some  effect  on  the  public  mind.  Besides, 
sll  the  transactions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  these  banks,  rendered  necessary 
by  existing  laws,  have  been  denounced  as  tam- 
pering with  the  cuTTenoy.  And  thus  the  ad- 
ministration is  always  buuned  Ibr  every  disaster 
which  occurs  in  flia  money  market  A  con- 
nection with  these  banks  is  thus  made  to 
assume  a  political  diaracter,  and  is  mixed  up 
with  all  the  party  strife  of  the  day.-  The 
public  mind  is  inflamed  upon  the  subject,  and 
the  public  suspicion  is  excited.  This  is  an  evil 
which  can  only  l>e  avoided  by  a  permanent 
divorce  between  bank  and  State. 

But  again :  If  a  BecretaiT  of  the  Treasnry 
were  disposed  to  exert  an  impr<H>er  influence 
over  these  banks,  with  what  prodigious  oBfeet 


might  th^  not  be  used  to  accomplish  bis  pur- 
poses. At  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  there  were  eighty-six  deposit  banks 
planted  throughout  our  country.  The  letters 
which  were  read  the  other  day  by  the  Senator 
from  Missisdppi  (Mr.  Walkkh)  prove  how  low 
some  of  the  State  banks  were  willing  to  cringe 
in  order  to  obtun  the  deposits.  Their  language 
is  unworthy  of  the  proud  bearing  which  ought 
to  characterize  American  freemrai.  It  proves 
at  least  that  some  of  them  are  not  very  scrupu- 
lous, when  "  thrift  will  follow  bwidng."  finch 
was  fbe  anxiety  to  obtain  a  portion  <^  tins 
boon,  that  two  of  the  most  respectable  buika 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  procured  resolutions 
to  be  passed  in  the  House  of  Bepresentativea 
of  Pennsylvania,  recommending  tiiem  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  depositories  of  the 
public  montey ;  and  these  resolutions  were  sent 
to  my  colleague  and  myself^  with  a  request  that 
we  might  exert  our  inflnence  to  accomplish  this 
purpose.  Eighty-atx  affiliated  banks,  scattered 
over  every  State,  and  intent  upon  a  common 
object,  could  exert  an  immense  political  power. 
An  ambitions  and  able  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury might  use  tiiem  with  prodigious  effect  in 
order  to  make  himself  President.  And  this 
could  be  done  with  the  greater  efi^ot  beeauae 
it  would  escape  detection.  The  agent  of  the 
banks  at  Washington  city  might  be  med  as  the 
instrument,  and  all  the  necessary  measures 
might  be  adopted  in  the  secret  parlors  of  the 
bank  directors  throughout  the  country.  A  con- 
certed movement  might  thus  be  made  in  every 
portion  of  the  Union  at  the  same  moment, 
which  would  almost  be  irresistible. 

I  do  not  know  but  that  snch  a  league  of 
associated  banks  might  be  rendered  more  dan- 
gerous than  even  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
This  bank  would  have  its  rights  and  its  duties 
defined  by  law.  It  could  ddm  tiie  Govern- 
ment deports,  and  that  its  notes  i^aald  be  re- 
ceived in  paj^ent  of  the  Government  dues, 
under  the  provisions  of  its  charter.  But  tho 
selection  of  these  depositories,  the  amount  of 
the  public  money  which  they  shall  receive, 
how  long  they  uiall  retain  it,  in  what  man- 
ner they  ehull  conduct  their  banks,  all,  all 
is  left  to  Executive  discretion.  What  a  bound- 
less field  for  Executive  patronage  I  And 
yet  the  administration  which  anxiously  desiree 
to  surrender  this  fruitfol  source  of  political 
power,  has  been  charged  with  deigns  of  ex- 
tending Executive  patronage  ?  And  for  what 
reason !  Simply  because  it  prt^Kwes  that  the 
existing  officers  of  the  Oovernmoit  without 
adding  one  to  their  number,  should  be  substi- 
tuted as  the  deporitoiies  of  the  public  money 
instead  of  these  banks.  Even  if  it  should  be- 
come necessary  to  appcnnt  some  ten  or  twenty 
additional  officers  at  the  most  important  points 
to  perform  this  duty,  I  would  not  compare  this 
increase  of  Executive  patronage  with  that  which 
the  Executive  Government  is  now  voluntarily 
wilUng  to  abandon.  It  would  be  but  as  a  drop 
oompued  with  the  ocean.   Talk  not,  then,  to 
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me  of  the  increase  of  patronage  vhich  the  bill 
upon  your  table  would  confer  on  the  Executive. 
Taey  form  a  very  uiyust  eatimate  of  the  intel- 
ligence of  onr  citizens  who  would  attempt  to 
make  them  believe  that  a  few  Ex^utive  omcers, 
known  to  be  such  to  all  the  surrounding  com- 
munity, can  exercise  an  influence  over  the  peo- 
ple at  all  to  he  compared  with  that  of  a  league 
of  eighty-ux  banking  iuatitntioDs. 

This  now  brings  me  to  the  bill  apon  your 
table.  This  IdU  is  the  only  remuning  pm  to 
which  we  can  resort.  It  recommends  itself  to 
public  approbation  by  the  simplicity  of  its  pro- 
visions. The  existing  officers  of  Government 
already  ocilect  and  disburse  our  revenues.  It 
merely  superadds  to  these  duties,  that  of  safely 
keeping  and  transferring  the  public  money, 
according  to  the  exi^ncies  of  the  Government, 
during  the  lime  which  must  necessarily  inter- 
vene between  its  receipt  and  disbursement. 
This  is  the  whole  bill.  If  it  be  justly  liable  to 
any  criticism,  it  is  that  the  security  of  the  pab- 
lio  money  might  require  the  ^pointment  of  a 
very  few  additional  offioera  in  oar  large  com- 
mercial  cities.  It  has,  |>erhaps,  been  framed 
more  oclusiTely  with  &  view  to  eoonomy,  than 
is  oonsistent  with  the  pablio  interest.  The  ob- 
ject is  a  great  and  important  one,  and  no  moder- 
aite  additional  expense  ought  to  be  spared  which 
mar  be  neoesBary  for  ita  accomplishment.  Buch 
is  the  bill. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Hr.  Oal- 
nouN)  has  proposed  an  amendment  to  this  bill, 
prescribing  the  funds  which  shall  he  received  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues.  And  here  permit 
me  to  observe,  tliat,  in  discussing  that  amend- 
ment, I  sh^  not  inquire  whether  the  Senator 
has  come  over  to  ns,  w  we  have  gone  over  to 
the  Senator.  Thb  is  a  question  of  but  small 
moment,  so  that  we  are  now  together.  The 
first  extended  effort  whioh  I  ever  made  In  Gon- 
gresa  was  in  defence  of  the  conduct  of  that  Sen- 
ator, when  I  thought  he  had  been  unjustly  as- 
sailed as  Secretary  of  War.  We  stood  together 
shoulder  to  Moulder  in  1627,  and  throughout 
the  trying  conflict  which  resolted  in  the  elec- 
tion of  General  Jackson.  I  rejoice  tliat  he  ia 
now  found  sustaining  the  leading  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Uessage  at  this  important  crisis,  and 
I  trust  that  on  futnre  occasions  we  may  receive 
bid  able  and  efficient  support. 

With  all  these  feelings  of  distinguished  reject 
for  the  SoMtor,  I  am  still  sorry  that  he  has 
o£E!u«d  his  amendment  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  could  have  been 
taken  apon  the  ample  proposition  to  divorce 
bank  and  State.  On  this  sii^e  question  we 
should  have,  I  think,  persented  A  more  united 
front  than  when  it  shul  be  connected  with  the 
Senator's  amendment.  It  would  have  been 
better  &nt  to  have  established  the  divorce,  and 
afterwards  to  have  determined,  by  a  separate 
bill,  the  nature  of  the  funds  wmch  oar  depos- 
itories shall  receive. 

For  my  own  part,  as  to  the  funds  rec^vable, 
I  heL  stronglf  {oolined  to  sapport  the  recoca- 
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mendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
In  page  23  of  his  report,  when  speaking  on  this 

subject,  he  says : 

"  This  oould  be  effected  by  directing  what  aione 
appears  safg,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  prac- 
tice in  both  fingland  and  Fnuice.  It  ia,  that  the  bills 
of  DO  local  banks  be  taken,  which  ahaU  not,  from  the 
near  location  of  the  bank,  be  equivalent  to  spede ; 
be  able  to  be  cwvertad  Into  q>ede  at  very  short 
periods  by  the  receivers  and  collectors,  so  aa  to  pay 
the  public  creditors  l^ally,  if  demanding  qwcie; 
and  be  thus  accounted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense 
to  the  Government.  Another  advantage  from  this 
course  would  be  its  salutary  <dieck  on  over-issues  by 
the  neighboring  banks." 

If  the  depositories  were  authorized  to  receive 
and  disburse  the  notes  of  such  banks,  calling 
upon  tbem  at  short  intervals  to  settle  the  bal- 
ances in  specie,  it  might,  I  think,  have  pro- 
moted tiie  convenience  of  the  public,  as  well  aa 
afforded  a  salutary  check  upon  the  issues  of 
the  sorroanding  banking  institutions.  .  I  under- 
stand such  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  was  willing  to 
proceed  oantioaaly,  and  not  at  the  firstj  go  the 
length  demanding  ezdoslTe  specie  pay- 
ments. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has 
thought  differently,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  for  or  agidnst  his  amendment.  Giving 
every  consideration  its  proper  weight,  I  have, 
since  he  baa  agreed  to  modify  it,  determined  to 
yield  it  my  support..  As  it  now  stands,  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks  will  be  receivable 
in  the  pigment  of  all  the  public  dues  up  tiU  the 
last  day  of  the  year  16S8;  during  the  year 
1639,  one-fonrth  will  be  required  in  ^)e<»e; 
daring  the  year  1840,  one-half;  during  the  year 
1841,  three-fourths:  and  not  nntil  the  year 
1643  shall  we  reach  the  point  of  ezdnaive 
specie  paymrats.  Its  operation  will  be  elow 
and  nadual;  and  ii^  In  the  mean  time,  we 
Bhoold  discover,  at  any  stage  of  its  progress, 
that  it  is  too  severe,  we  can  ea»ly  change  the 
law. 

Mr.  Pbxston  sud :  Kr.  President,  I  deprecate 
this  mad  and  ferocious  warfare  agtunst  any  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  against  the 
United  States  Bank  formerly,  a^unst  the  State 
banks  now.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  this 
root  and  branch  policy,  this  tearing  up  tJiinga 
established,  to  supply  their  places  with  new 
theories,  however  neatly  constracted,  or  care- 
fiiUy  elaborated,  is  the  part  of  pradence  and 
wisdcan.  My  nature  and  habits  of  thought, 
confirmed  by  the  terrible  experience  of  the  last 
four  years,  make  me  a  conservative.  I  hesitate 
at  every  proposition  to  destroy,  that  you  may 
build  agun.  If  any  of  our  institutions  have 
suffered  damage,  let  as  repair  them ;  if  any 
portion  of  the  vast  edifice  of  our  prosperity  baa 
been  injured,  let  us  with  a  cautious  and  rever- 
end hand  restore  what  baa  been  lost,  strengthen 
what  remains,  adjust  the  proportions,  if  you 
choose,  proceeding  in  all  with  a  sedato  and 
steady  purpose  of  not  weakening  the  deep  torn- 
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datioQS.  Let  ns  not,  sir,  with  s  faotastic  ca- 
price tear  down  the  solid,  and  let  me  say  glori- 
ous fabric  of  our  prosperity,  that  we  may  try, 
by  as  fhtile  a, device  as  the  lamp  of  Aladdin,  to 
build  up  another  in  one  night,  of  fairy  marble, 
and  gold,  and  gems. 

It  is  the  part  of  statesmen  to  deal  yrith  the 
circumstances  around  them.  In  the  closet  a 
philosopher,  in  the  desk  of  a  professor,  speotda- 
tion  may  ducnss  what  is  best,  and  genlua  in- 
dulge its  aspiratioDS  for  the  '*  chief  good ; "  but 
the  practical  politician  is  fenced  around  by  in- 
exorable neces»ties.  He  has  to  deal  with  things, 
not  with  ideas.  He  must  control^  not  create. 
He  must  govern  himself  by  the  circumstances 
amidst  which  he  finds  himself,  use  the  instm- 
meuts  that  are  presented  to  him,  and  be  content 
with  such  results  as  he  can  att^n,  without  at- 
tempting such  as  he  can  ima^e.  The  genius 
and  temper  of  Napoleon  might  aspire  to  a 
different  destiny  Lhnt  onrsj  thank  God,  is  hum- 
bler and  safer.  We  administw  a  limited  Gov- 
ernment for  free  and  self-willed  States,  whose 
Udding  and  whose  business  we  are  to  da  They 
have  placed  ns  their  servants  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  banking  system ;  a  system  of  credit,  sur- 
'  roondinib  pervading  and  penetrating  the  whole 
■  body  pontic. 

Mr.  President,  we  mnst  conform  to  our  con- 
dition, we  mnst  work  apon  the  platform  pre- 
pared for  us,  we  must  use  the  materials  furnished 
to  our  hands.  It  is  in  vain  to  try  to  extricate 
ourselves  from  the  condition  of  our  existence. 
We  have  not  the  strength  (God  forbid  that  we 
should  have  it  1)  to  disconnect  ourselves  from 
the  drcnmstances  in  which  the  States  place  ue. 
And  if  we  attempt  to  tear  ourselves  loose  from 
them,  there  may  be  much  soffering,  a  stru^le, 
an  Agony  •  but  yon  will  have  at  length  to  come 
back  to  your  ule^anc&  and  content  yonrsdf 
with  reform  iustead  of  revdntlon.  Let  ns, 
Cben,  wisely  and  at  once,  bc^  to  correct,  con- 
trol, reguwe,  modlQr,  a4|iut,  do  any  thing  bnt 
destroy. 


Satuedat,  September  80. 
Suh-Tnamerjf  £iU. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  Bn1>-TreaBary  bill, 
with  Mr.  Oalhoun'b  amendment 

lb.  Bbown  said.  In  risinff  to  address  tba  Sen- 
ate, after  the  very  able  and  luminous  investagar 
tion  which  the  sabject  then  before  them  had 
imdergone,  he  did  so  from  no  vain  expectation 
that  he  shonld  be  able,  by  any  thing  he  might 
say,  to  impart  any  new  interest  to  the  debate, 
which  had  been  listened  to  so  attentively,  or  to 
add  any  thing  of  force  to  the  argument  by  which 
it  had  been  sustained.   The  acknowledged  im- 

Sortance  of  the  question  they  were  call^  on  to 
ecide,  the  powerful  influence  it  would  exert  on 
the  fiiture  oestinies  of  the  country,  either  for 
(jood  or  evil,  (ind  the  deep  'interest  felt  in  rela- 
tion to  it  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  which  he 
in  part  repreeented,  would,  he  trusted, 
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him  for  presenting  some  of  the  leading  oonsid- 
erations  whioh  would  govern  bia  course  on  that 

occasion. 

Mr.  B.  would  present  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal considerationa  which  had  induced  him  to 
give  the  bill  then  before  them,  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senatcv  flrom  South  Oar- 
olina,  (Mr.  OAi:BouirO  his  cordial  sanction  and 
support  The  same  etmnderatlODB  Ot  wisdom 
and  of  common  prudence,  which  would  indnoe 
an  individual  to  change  an  agent  in  whom  be 
had  reposed  a  trust,  and  who  had  proved  un- 
faithfhl  or  incompetent,  should  admonish  us,  in 
our  public  capacity,  to  withdraw  our  confidence 
from  those  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government  who 
bad  BO  signally  failed  in  performing  the  duties 
undertaken  by  them.  The  State  banks  had  been 
tried  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government  under 
circumstances  the  most  favorable  to  success. 
The  nation  had  seen,  with  astonishment,  in  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  with  no  public  debt 
burdening  our  resources,  and  with  a  Treasury 
abounding  in  means  beyond  all  former  exam- 

Sle,  the  w>veniment  of  the  United  States  aud- 
euly  deprived  of  the  means  to  carry  on  its 
ordinary  operations,  by  the  detwrnination  d 
the  banks  having  p<»8esMon  of  its  revenues  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  Was  it  the  part  of 
wisdom,  under  such  drcumstances,  to  renew 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banks?  Was  it  proper  fbr  those  entrusted 
with  the  dnty  of  conducting  public  affiurs, 
ag^  to  subject  the  Oovemment  to  the  recur* 
rencc  of  the  same  evil,  with  perhaps  still  more 
a^avated  injury? 

^or  one,  he  wished  to  see  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment taken  out  of  the  keeping  of  irrespon- 
sible banking  corporations  and  sat^Jeot  to  bo 
controlled  alone  1^  the  will  of  tbe  peof^  its 
only  Intimate  masters.  So  long  as  banks  wen 
made  the  deporitories  of  the  public  reveuTW, 
the'Oovemment  was  dependent  on  them  in  con- 
ducting its  most  important  operations,  either  in 
peace  or  war.  Its  action  might  be  arrested  by 
their  withholding  its  means  in  periods  of  the 
greatest  public  emergency.  It  could  not  in  war 
commana  a  squadron  to  sail,  or  pnt  a  battalion 
in  motion,  if  tiie  banks  entrusted  with  its  reve- 
nue should  determine  to  withhold  it.  Its  very 
existence  might  be  endangered  by  being  brought 
to  a  pause  fbr  th»  want  of  means.  The  reflec- 
tion was  humiliating,  that  a  OovHimient,  which 
was  noble  in  the  republican  simpUdtr  of  ita 
structure,  and  destined  to  solve  the  pnwlem  of 
the  capacity  of  man  to  govern  himsdf,  dtonid 
be  made  to  depend  on  the  will  of  banking  cor- 
porations for  so  important  an  element  of  its 
success  as  the  certain  command  of  its  revenue. 
In  pladng  it  in  this  way,  at  their  mercy,  it 
was  exposed  in  its  financial  affairs  to  all  the 
evil  influences  which  they  might  exert  wheth- 
er arising  from  caprice,  political  hostility,  or 
the  vicissitudes  of  trade.  Nor  was  tbis  exhibit- 
ing the  danger  arising  from  this  system  in  ita 
true  extent  It  oomd  be  demonstrated  thai 
the  banks  of  any  single  one  <rf  the  large  eom- 
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merclal  dtiee,  in  a  period  of  OTertradii^,  woald 
have  it  entirely  In  their  power,  bj  Bo^ending 

rde  p&Tme&ta,  to  oompel  a  general  8aq>enfflon 
all  the  banks  thronghoat  the  United  States ; 
and,  by  doing  so,  arrest  the  regnlar  operations 
o£  the  Government  1  Tiie  banks  of  a  smgle  city 
in  one  of  the  Eastern  States,  at  a  very  gloomy 
period  of  the  last  war,  aviuUng  themselves  of 
the  balances  which  had  acoomnlated  in  their 
favor,  in  the  coarse  of  trade,  against  the  large 
oommeroial  cities  of  the  Middle  States,  had,  by 
a  demand  on  them  for  payment  in  specie,  oansed 
a  snspenston  by  the  banks  tbronghoat  the 
United  States]  This  moremont  atmck  a  blow 
at  the  GtoTemment,  which  bad  well  nigh  proved 
filial  to  the  snccess  of  all  its  operations  in  the 
ereat  contest  in  which  it  was  then  engaged. 
That  it  was,  in  a  great  degree,  the  result  of 
hostility  to  the  oAnse  in  which  the  conntry  had 
embarked,  was  then  extensively  believed,  nor 
has  that  impression  to  this  day  been  removed. 
The  State  banks  are,  from  the  course  of  com- 
mercial transactions,  so  intimately  and  closely 
connected  together,  that  what  affects  any  por- 
tion of  them  in  any  one  of -the  principal  cities, 
ia,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  felt  by  all.  The 
stoppage  of  the  banks  at  eitiiw  of  the  great 
commercial  points,  almost  with  the  qnickness 
ot  deotriidly,  is  felt  by  all  and  Is  Ibllowed  by  all 
tiinHighoiitthecomitT7,a8ameaBnreoftelf-pro- 
tection.  If  this  was  proven  to  have  been  the 
ease  by  the  oocarrence  of  that  Und  which  took 
place  hi  the  last  war,  the  circnmstanees  of  the 
country  wbioh  now  exist,  are  still  more  pecu- 
liarly calcnlated  to  produce  snch  a  result.  The 

at  increase  in  onr  internal  trade,  as  well  as 
gn  commerce,  and  the  rapidity  of  commn- 
nicaUon  now  existing  between  the  remotest 
points  of  oar  coasti7,liad  prodnoed  a  stiU  closer 
connection  and  sympathy  between  the  banks 
than  formeriy  existed,  and  doubly  subjected  all 
to  the  danger  of  being  affected  by  causes  opera- 
ting on  a  tew  at  a  sinue  great  oommeroial  point. 

He  had  shofm  l£e  grmt  uncertainty  and 
danger  which  the  Government,  by  depositing  its 
revenue  vilh  the  banks,  would  be  oootinnally 
liable  to^  in  its  financial  affairs.  He  had  shown 
that  these  resnlts  might  be  brought  alwnt  by 
tiie  detenninaUon  of  the  banks,  at  a  singje  lead- 
ing commercial  dty.  Was  it  the  dictate  of 
wisdom  thus  to  place  this  olready  great  and 
rapidly  growiI^f  republic  undw  the  control  of 
a  few  great  commercial  cities,  in  a  matter  so 
materially  involving  its  success,  as  well  as  its 
very  being?  Was  it  sound  policy  in  that  way 
to  axpoae  its  financial  action  to  the  deleterious 
inflnenoe  of  tiie  national  Bank  of  England,  and 
the  great  moneyed  power  of  that  country? 
ICnoh  the  larger  portion  of  the  fordgn  com- 
merce cairied  on  by  our  great  oitiea,  was  with 
England.  He  was  informed  that  even  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  Amer- 
ican merclumts  with  other  foreign  countries,  was 
conducted  by  means  of  credit  obtained  through 
the  great  banking  houses  in  that  oonntiy. 
It  was  the  misfortune  of  our  great  dties, 


if  it  was  to  bo  reg^arded  as  anch,  almost  con- 
liuaally  to  stand  mdebted  to  England  in  a 
very  huge  amount  Whenever  our  merchants 
overtraded  with  her  to  any  considerable  extent, 
her  national  bank  could,  if  she  chose  it,  produce 
a  pressure  throagh  them  on  our  city  banks,  and 
produce  the  haziud  of  their  stopping  specie  pay- 
ments. Her  powerftd  agency  to  accomplish 
such  a  catastrophe  may  be  seen  in  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  all  our  banks,  which 
has  lately  occurred  in  this  country.  The  first 
movement  which  led  to  that  unfortunate  result 
was  that  made  by  that  bank,  by  wMeh  she  com- 
pelled &^n«at  banUn^  Rouses  of  England, 
connected  with  the  Amenoan  trade,  to  discredit 
American  merchants.  Indebted  to  England  as 
they  were  in  a  sum  estimated  at  about  tliir^ 
millions,  and  unable  longer  to  draw  bills  to  meet 
their  payments  on  her  banking  houses,  which 
had  before  given  them  almost  nnlinuted  credit, 
they  were  dnven  to  the  only  other  expedient 
left  them  of  making  remittances  in  specie,  the 
demand  for  which  compelled  the  banks  first 
in  our  great  commercial  emporium  to  close 
their  vaults. 

Nor  would  a  national  bank  have  shared  a 
differcfnt  fate,  if  one  had  been  in  existence, 
imder  the  same  OTerwhdnung  causes.  Itwonld, 
no  donbt^  have  been  fisrceo,  under  the  great 
and  extraordinary  pressure  for  specie,  to  nave 
yielded  to  the  storm.  To  reunite  the  Govern- 
ment with  thO  banks,  would  be,  therefore,  to 
subject  it,  in  a  period  of  overtrading,  to  the 
dangerous  influence  of  the  great  moneyed  power 
of  England,  operating  at  such  a  time,  first  on 
our  merchants  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  next 
on  the  banks,  and,  through  them,  on  the  finances 
of  the  Government.  If  its  independence  was 
to  be  preserved — if  its  regular  oonstitutional 
action  was  to  be  kept  up,  impelled  alone  by  the 
vigor  of  the  public  will — then  the  separation  of ' 
its  financial  interests  from  the  banks  entirely 
was  a  measure  indispwsable.  That  alone  could 
secure  to  the  people,  in  its  adn^idstration,  Hum 
great  and  important  ends  in  a  rntabllcan  form 
of  Government  to  which  he  baa  allnded,  and 
free  it  from  the  extraneous  influences  which 
threatened  snch  serious  mischief. 

He  bad  noticed  some  weeks  previous  to  the 
banks  having  stopped  spede  payments,  the  cnmul- 
taneous  movements  of  certain  presses  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btate^ 
tending  to  produce  that  result.  They  predicted 
that  the  banlcs  would  stop,  and  some  of  them 
zealously  urged  them  to  that  course.  Be  did  not 
positively  know  that  it  was  their  design  through 
the  instrumentality  of  a  panic,  to  bring  about 
that  result,  to  wMoh  their  labors  had  power- 
fully tended  for  so  long  a  time ;  but  the  time, 
the  manner,  and  tiie  circumstances,  sll  went 
strongly  to  favor  tibat  supposition.  The  time 
selected  fbr  this  movement,  when  mercantile 
fiiilures  were  daily  oooorring,  was  of  all  others 
the  most  favorable  to  produce  distrust  and 
idarm  in  the  public  mind,  as  to  the  solvency  of 
tiis  banks,  aiul,  ooDsequenily,  to  caoBO  a  goural 
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demaod  on  them  for  specie,  hj  depositors,  and 
Hiose  who  held  their  notes.  Ilie  manner  chT  the 
attack,  bj  commencing  it  about  the  same  time 
at  three  or  foor  important  pointa,  distant  from 
each  other,  ^owed  it  to  be,  if  not  a  matter  of 
concert,  at  any  rate  a  ringnlar  ooinddence. 
The  ciromnstaneM  under  which  it  was  made, 
were  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
political  efiiaet  donbtless  ardently  desired  bj 
those  engaged  in  the  cmsade  against  the  admin- 
istration. Very  many  of  our  oitijceiu  were 
involved  in  heavy  pecnniaiy  embarrassmente, 
Ihe  fraits  of  the  wUdest  speculation.  The  States 
— many  of  them  in  the  anticipation  ot  receiving 
their  proportion  of  the  snrplaa  revenue — ^had  em- 
barked in  expensive  plans  of  improvement ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  public  revenae  belonging  to 
the  General  Government  was  deposited  in  the 
banks,  thus  liable  to  be  affected.  In  this  state 
of  things,  it  was  no  doubt  imaged  by  many  of 
those  who  are  desperately  determined  on  pro- 
ducing a  politieal  revolution,  tliat  to  atop  the 
banks  was  to  pull  down  the  administration.  It 
was  B  Uow  wmch,  by  the  sufferings  it  inflicted, 
Tas  to  awaken  the  slmnbering  community  to 
the  meHta  of  a  national  bank.  It  would  dis- 
appoint tiie  States  in  their  expectations  of  re- 
ceiving the  surplus  revenue.  Finally,  that  it 
would  stop  the  wheels  of  Government,  and 
afford  the  enemies  of  those  in  power  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exultingly  pointing  to  its  bankruptcy, 
and  proclaiming  die  mismanagement  of  its  reve- 
nues. He  reguded  the  great  body  of  those  in 
oppodtion  as  honest  and  patriotic  <»tizenB,  and 
was  far  from  bfdieving  that  they  were  prompt- 
ed by  suoh  motives  as  hehadaUudedtoo;  but, 
at  toe  seme  time^  he  tAt  regret  at  being  com- 
pelled to  express  the  belief,  Ibrced  <»  him  by 
the  droumstances  be  bad  described,  that  there 
were  some  to  be  found  among  them  ready  to 
compass  their  objects  at  the  expense  of  the 
prosperity  and  best  interests  of  their  country. 

It  would  not,  he  thought,-be  doubted,  on  a 
candid  review  of  the  history  of  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  that  the  connection  between  the 
Government  and  the  hanks  had  invited  and 
been  made  tiie  canae  of  the  harassing  warfare 
which,  to  subserve  party  purposes,  bod  been,  in 
that  space  of  time,  almost  constantly  kept  up 
agfunst  the  depont  banks,  wd,  consequently, 
oSMtiDg  to  a  great  extent  the  interests  wd  bos- 
buM  of  the  country.  The  streams  of  the  money 
dreolation  never  can  run  clear  or  smooth  while 
they  are  liable  to  be  muddied  and  laahed  into 
impetnouB  violence  by  being  mingled  with  poUt- 
ical  excitement  The  country  will  be  perpet- 
ually liable  to  experience  inundations  at  one 
time  in  its  circulation,  and  at  another  to  suffer 
sudden  reactions.  The  tme  remedy  is,  then, 
to  remove  the  cause  by  severing  the  connection 
between  the  Government  and  the  banks.  By 
doing  this!  many  of  the  most  powerful  motives 
to  produce  agitation  on  this  most  delicate  and 
aensitive  question  will  .be  effeotually  removed. 

The  Prasident,  in  recommending  a  severance 
of  the  oonnectUm  between  the  OoTonnunt  and 


the  banks,  had  assumed  an  attitude  of  dignified 
fimmesa  and  moral  elevation  worthy  the  char- 
acter of  the  Chief  Ma^^strate  of  the  nation.  It 
carried  out  the  doctrine  into  practice,  that  sim- 
plicity in  the  administration  of  a  Government 
ibunded  on  the  will  of  the  people,  while  it  is 
the  readiest  means  of  perpetuating  its  priuei^ 
pies,  is  the  sorest  ww  of  aeooring  tii^  esteem 
and  approbatimi.  a  volnntanly  pn^rased  to 
relinquish  whatever  of  power  and  influence 
might  be  derived  to  £xeootive  branch  of 
the  Government  from  a  connection  with  mon- 
eyed institutions,  and,  in  doing  so,  would  leave 
it  to  repose  on  the  wisdom  of  its  policy,  and 
the  ments  oi  its  measures,  for  public  support. 

ISr.  B.,  in  c<Hiclu8ion,  said  it  was  now  very 
apparent  that  the  detnsion  of  Congress  would 
be  ultimately  narrowed  down  to  a  choice  be- 
tween the  plan  of  fiscal  ageaof  then  proposed, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  The 
State  banks  had,  on  a  fair  trial,  proved  them- 
selves ineioable  ot  fulfilling  the  duties  of  such 
a  trust,  snd  if  agun  rescwted  to,  would,  in  all 
probabiUty,  so<HMr  or  later,  present  a  repetiti<m 
of  the  difficulties  in  which  they  had  recently 
involved  the  Government  and  the  country.  To 
the  creation  of  a  national  bank,  in  any  form,  he 
had  olgectioDS  of  an  insuperable  character. 
The  argument  made  by  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him  in  debate,  a^nat  its  oonstitution- 
ali^,  was  unanswered  and  unanswerable.  The 
objections  to  it,  as  a  measure  of  expediency, 
were  equally  strong  and  decisive.  The  remedy 
which  it  would  afford  would  be  worse  than  the 
disease,  which  its  friends  professed  its  capacity 
to  relieve.  Beudes  its  tendency  to  ^ni^ce 
pecuniary  distress  for  some  time  before  it  could 
go  into  operation,  if  estabUshed  under  the  pres- 
sure cf  the  present  pretended  necesmty,  it 
would  be  fixed  on  the  oountry,  notwithstond- 
ing  any  abuses  it  mi|^t  commit,  for  ages  to 
come.  The  argument  would  be  oonstanuy  md 
readily  used  by  its  advocates,  that  it  must  be 
oontinued,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  countij 
ruined. 

Seneteal  of  Retmne  Bond*. 
Mr.  GntJKDT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  District 
Attorneys  fbr  the  renewal  of  custom-house 
bonds.  Bead,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 

^his  Wa  fixes  tiie  fees  at  five  dollars  fbr  each 
renewsL 


IfoHSjLT,  October  S. 

SvA-TreaiUTy  Bill. 

The  sub-Treasury  bill  being  resumed, 
Mr.  BxTABD,  (»  Delaware,  addresaed  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  President :  The  bill  now  before  us  pro- 
poses three  measures:  the  first  of  which  is, 
to  dissolve  sU  connection  with  the  banks;  seo- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I>BBATB8  OF  CONOBXBa 


OCTOBBR,  1887.] 


Svh-Tnatmy  RiU. 


[Snum. 


ondl}r,  ^  substitute  tbe  agency  of  certain  of- 
ficers, thirteen  or  foorteen  thonsond  in  nnmber, 
for  that  of  the  banka  in  keeping  the  revenues 
of  the  Government;  and,  thirdlj,  to  receive 
after  tt  certun  period,  nothing  but  gold  and 
riWer  coin  in  payment  of  GroreninieDt' dues. 
The  objects  vhfdk  vet  awid  to  be  ctmtemplated 
SB  the  resDlta  of  flieie  measures  are,  first,  to 
secore  the  GoremmeDt  agunst  loss  in  the  keep- 
ing of  its  treasure ;  and,  secondly,  to  provide  a 
currency  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  which  is  de- 
dared  to  be  the  constitutional  currency.  The 
measures  themselves  have  nothing  to  recom- 
mend them  beyond  their  sapposed  tendency  to 
accomplish  these  objecto.  Before  proceeding, 
however,  to  the  discnssion  of  these  matters,  it 
is  necessary  to  have  a  jnst  and  precise  conception 
of  the  objuota,  the  accomplishment  of  which  is 
said  to  be  contemplated. 

The  first,  which  respects  the  fact  of  security 
•gainst  loss  in  kewing  the  pnUio  treasure,  is 
easOy  understood,  ont  the  otiier,  the  fhvorite 
Ol^eot,  of  provtdu^  a  eurrency  of  gold  and 
^ver  odba^  requires  some  ezplanadon.  It  has 
been  supposed,  rir,  and  I  confess  I  entertdned 
the  same  opinion,  that  some  of  those  who  ad- 
vocate these  measures  were  bent  on  procuring 
a  pnreily  metallic  currency  for  the  conn  try,  to 
the  excmmon  of  all  paper ;  while  others  were 
idming  only  at  a  larger  infusion  of  the  precious 
metals  into  the  circulating  medium,  being  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  a  con^derable  part  of  it 
dionld  still  consist  of  convertible  paper.  I  am 
convinced,  however,  from  a  closer  attention  to 
what  has  heretc^ore  passed  on  this  snl^jeot,  Uiat 
the  views  <^  all  of  ns  are  directed  merely  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  metaUlo  portion  <tf  the  cnr- 
lenoy,  by  ohonging  the  ratio  of  the  mixture  of 
pqwr  and  coin,  as  it  exii^  b^re  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  The  case  is  not, 
ther^ore,  rightly  presented  by  the  Senator 
firom  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  when  he  states 
it  to  be  a  contest  between  opposite  systems  of 
paper  and  coin ;  but,  in  fact,  whatever  diflfer- 
ence  of  opinion  exists  in  relation  to  the  curren- 
cy is  merely  as  to  the  relative  proportions  in 
which  paper  and  coin  should  compose  it. 

No  one,  at  least  to  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, has  professed  to  countenance,  much  less 
to  recommend,  an  inconvertible  pwer  medium, 
except,  indeed,  tbe  Senator  from  Boath  Garo- 
Una,  (Mr.  Oai^ottit,)  who  seems  to  tluiik  that 
a  Government  paper  ia  the  only  safe  cne.  I 
ahsU  proceed,  tfterMhre,  to  show  what  are  the 
different  views  entert^ned  on  this  Bobject,  and 
the  probable  effect  which  the  different  propo- 
sitions heretofore  made  for  the  suppression  of 
notes  of  a  low  denomination  would  have  npon 
the  currency.  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr. 
Bento:!,)  who  has  taken  the  lead  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  metallic  currency,  may  very  fairly  be 
taken  as  tlio  exponent  of  the  views  of  those 
who  are  most  partial  to  the  precious  metals. 
Bis  proposition  is  to  suppress  all  notes  under 
one  hundred  dollars,  as  appears  from  the  speech 
ddivered  by  him  oa  tiie  S7th  Jmaujj  1687, 
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on  the  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasoiy  ordo^ 
in  which  he  cites  his  speech  on  the  subject  of 
the  District  banks  in  the  preceding  eesuim,  as 
containing  his  views  on  the  snl^eet.  Tbe  fbl- 
lowing  is  an  extraot  fnxa  thai  q>eeeh : 

"  ICr.  Benton  isld  tf»t  tiie  proooeed  limit  of  tmaOy 
ddlan  fbr  the  idnimum  dse  of  bsidE  notes  was  net 
Rtt  aiMtrsry  assomption  or  a  fanoAiI  deelniation ; 
but  WB8  a  limit  ascerUined  by  experience  and  provMI 
by  tesults  to  be  the  lowest  that  would  suffioe  to  ae- 
oomplish  the  ends  intended :  these  ends  are,  1st.  To 
re-e^abliah  the  gold  currency.  2d.  To  ouke  gold 
snd  ulver  the  eoiamfta  curreacy  for  sll  the  maU 
dealing  ot  the  country.  3d.  To  extend  and  enlann 
the  aaetie  basis  of  tbe  paper  drcoladon.  4th.  To 
save  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  the  com- 
munity from  the  eff^ts  of  contmctiona  and  expan- 
rioDB  from  bank  issues,  fith.  To  save  them  from  the 
impoaitionB  of  counterfeiters,  fVom  losses  when  banks 
fail,  and  from  bearing  the  whole  harden  of  tbe  wesr 
and  tear  of  small  notes.  6th.  To  save  hard  money 
enough  in  (he  country  to  make  it  safe  to  have  such 
paper  currency  as  eoDBoerce  and  large  dealings  mur 
require.  These  are  the  ejects  to  be  aooui^lidie^ 
and  less  than  $20  will  have  no  adequate  efEecL  Fu 
better  would  the  limit  be  of  %100,  es  it  is  neariy  in 
France,  and  where  that  limit  ensures  a  drculatifm 
of  nine-tenths  gold  and  silver  and  one-tenth  paper.** 

It  thus  appears,  Mr.  Pl^sident,  that  the 
most  xealons  advocates  of  a  hard-money  cur- 
reacy do  not  contend  for  the  entire  expulsiwt 
of  paper,  but  desire  a  lar^infuNon  of  predous 
metals  into  the  oircnlating  medium.  We  are 
all  agreed  as  to  the  odious  and  nnconstitntional 
character  of  a  mere  paper  eurrency,  fi^r  a  mix- 
ed currency  of  coin  and  convertime  pq>er  can- 
not be  denominated  a  W>er  eorreao^.  The 
diflluwtt  news,  then,  whlon  are'eutertuned  as 
to  tiie  ratio  of  this  ndztnre  of  paper  and  oi^ 
in  the  circulating  medium,  may  be  reduced  to 
throe  classes:  first,  of  those  who,  with  tbe 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbiiton,)  are  fn 
favor  of  a  suppression  of  alt  bank  notes  under 
$100 ;  secondly,  of  those  who,  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virpnia,  (Mr.  Rives,)  are,  in  favor  of 
a  soppression  of  all  notes  under  $20;  and, 
thirdly,  of  those  who  are  of  opinion  tiiat  the 
suppression  of  all  notes  under  $10  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  a  due  proportion  of  coin  in  the 
cironlation.  Before  proceeding  to  my  argu- 
ment, I  think  it  important  to  ^e  perfect  com- 
prehennoo  of  the  matto-,  tiiat  we  should  firat 
settle,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  eflbet  wbidi 
would  be  prodnoed  upcm  the  aetnal  oumn«r  ot 
the  oonn^  by  the  adoption  of  either  of^  the 
above  suggestions.  Fortunately,  sir,  we  are 
not  without  the  means  of  doing  so.  The  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  npon  the 
condition  of  the  State  bonks,  made  at  the  last 
sesrion  of  Congress,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  banks  in  the  State  of  New  Toric, 
fhraishes  some  data  for  that  purpose.  I  take 
the  instance  of  the  Hew  York  oorrenoy,  be- 
cause it  is  the  only  one,  the  compon«it  parts 
of  which  are  stated,  and  I  presume  that  those 
&ct8  which  are  fmrnd  to  be  true  in  relation  to 
thepi^tf  partof  that  oart«ii«y,  will  be  firand 
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to  be  nearly  so  in  relation  to  the  paper  part  of 
the  onrrency  of  the  whole  coontry,  although  it 
Is  very  probable  that  a  difference,  more  or  less 
considerable,  may  be  found  to  exist  in  the  cnr- 
rency  of  some  particnlar  States.  But,  so  far 
aa  my  ai^oment  is  ooncemed,  it  is  of  no  con- 
sequence whether  the  statement  be  precisely 
aoonrate  or  not ;  the  object  being  to  give  some 
definite  idea  of  the  practioal  effect  of  those 
views.  In  that  report  the  entire  paper  cnrren- 
oy,  on  the  1st  of  Janoair,  18S6,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  is  stated  to  be  $21,123,089, 
which,  with  the  snm  cS  94,000,000,  the  proba^ 
ble  amonnt  of  coin  la  circulation,  would  make 
£he  entire  currency  of  paper  and  coin  about 
$26,000,000.  It  appears  from  that  report,  that 
the  whole  number  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
of  the  denomination  of  $100  and  upwards, 
amounted  to  $6,230,200,  which  is  about  on&- 
fifth  of  the  whole  currency;  that  the  whole 
number  of  notes  in  circulation  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $20  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
cam  of  nearly  $8,000,000,  or  about  one-third 
of  the  whole  currency;  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  notes  in  circulation  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $10  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $12,265,786,  or  about  one-half  of  the 
entire  currency.  It  will  fbllow,  then,  that  to 
Bttppreaa  all  notes  under  $100  would  mvQ  four 
parte  of  c<rin,  and  one  of  paper,  of  the  whole 
oorrenoy;  while  the  suppression  of  all  notes 
under  |^0  would  give  two  parts  of  coin  aod  one 
of  paper,  and  the  suppression  of  all  notes  under 
$10  would  give  a  cnrranoy  one-half  of  ooin,  and 
the  other  of  paper. 

It  is  of  no  consequence  to  my  ai^iiument 
whether  tiiese  ratios  be  exactly  correct :  it  is 
sufficient  if  they  be  an  approximation  to  the 
truth.  Let  us  then  apply  them  to  the  whole 
enrrency  of  the  United  States,  and  obserre  Ute 
resnlt. 

The  Beoretaiy  of  &e  Treasary,  in  bis  annual 
report  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  made  at  the 
oommencement  of  tite  last  sesrion  of  Ocmgress, 
estimated  the  entire  currency  of  the  Tuiitea 
States  on  tiie  1st  of  December,  1888,  to  be 
$148,000,000,  of  which  $120,000,000  Tere  pa- 
per, and  $28,000,000  coin.  As  it  is  necessary 
to  take-some  specific  amount  for  the  pnrpme  of 
ctdonlation,  we  will  take  that  to  be  the  actual 
amount  of  the  entire  enrrenoy  of  the  oountry. 
The  effect  upon  that  eurrency,  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  suppress  all  notes  under  $100,  would, 
from  the  analogy  of  the  New  York  currency, 
be,  to  give  us  $118,400,000  of  coin,  snd  $2S,- 
900,000  of  paper,  as  the  relative  proportions. 
The  proposition  to  suppress  all  notes  under  $20 
wmild  gi^o  nearly  $99,000,000  (rf  oam,  and 
$49,000,000  of  papw ;  while  that  to  sappress 
all  notes  under  $10  would  give  $7|k000,000  ot 
coin,  and  $74,000,000  of  paper.  This  view  of 
the  matter  Is  entirely  distinct  from  the  question 
(tf  how  much  coin  it  is  proper  for  the  banks  to 
keep  in  their  vaults  as  the  oasts  of  their  paper 
(drailation ;  and  wliicb  experience  would  seem 
to  inffioate  to  be  about  one>4hird. 


Kow,  sir,  I  propose  to  show  that,  whethar 
the  object  be  to  increase  the  ratio  of  the  mix- 
ture of  ooin  in  the  whole  circulation  as  it  exist* 
ed  on  the  1st  of  December  loAt,  or  to  provide 
an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  tiie  measures 
now  proposed  by  the  bill  before  us  will  not 
only  not  promote  that  object,  but  defeat  it  alto- 
gether. To  do  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  ad- 
vert to  a  few  simple  principles,  which  are 
established  laws  of  currency.  The  purpose 
a  currency  being  to  effect  the  aggregate  p^- 
mente  of  the  nation,  b  fdven  amount  in  Tune^ 
less  than  the  amount  of  those  payments,  but 
having  a  proportionate  relation  to  them,  is  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose.  It  is  also  true  that 
gold  and  silver  ore  the  standards  of  yoloe  ova 
the  whole  world,  and  arc,  at  the  some  time, 
objects  of  commerce  and  materials  of  currency. 
From  these  facts  results  a  law  of  nuxed  ourrea- 
cy,  that  paper  will  expel  the  coin  unices  it  be 
restrains  in  its  numerical  amount  and  denomi- 
nation. Of  this  fact  abundant  evidence  may 
be  found  in  the  history  of  every  civilized  na- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  will  not  trouble  the  Soiate 
by  referring  to  the  elementary  writers  as  an- 
thoritiea  upon  that  point.  I  shall  content  my> 
self  with  authorities  nearer  homo.  I  mean  to 
forage  in  the  enemy's  country ;  and  I  will  dte 
one,  which  I  presume  will  be  satisftwtory.  not 
only  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Hr.  Bcar- 
TON,)  but  to  those  also  who  are  most  zealous  Mt 
the  subject  of  the  gold  and  silver  ocnn,  being 
no  other  than  the  speech  of  that  tienator  upon 
the  District  banks,  delivered  in  the  session  of 
1885-'6,  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  and 
firom  whidi  I  now  read  the  following  extract : 

"  The  great  evUa  of  a  smill  piper  currency  are : 
1.  To  buiiah  gold  and  nlver;  2.  To  encourage 
oooQterfeltiiig;  8.  To  destroy  the  standud  of  vatoae; 
4.  To  throw  the  burdens  and  the  evils  of  the  piper 
eyttan  upaa  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  put  of 
the  ooDuntinlty.  The  in^ioot  of  banks  to  sink  tbdr 
inraaUtion  to  the  lowest  denomination  of  notes  which 
can  be  forced  upon  the  community  is  a  trait  in  the 
system  nniversally  proved  to  exist  wherever  baaki 
<»  circulation  have  been  pennitted  to  give  a  cunenc; 
to  a  country,  and  the  effect  of  tlfat  instinct  has  always 
been  to  banish  Rold  and  silver.  When  the  Bank  a 
England  was  chartered,  In  the  year  1694,  it  could 
issue  no  note  less  than  £100  sterling ;  that  amount 
was  gradually  reduced  by  the  persevering  effbrts  of 
the  bank  to  £00;  then  to  £20 ;  then  to  £16  ;  then 
to  £10 ;  and  at  last  to  £6  ;  and,  finally,  to  £S  and 
£1.  Those  denominations  were  not  readied  until 
the  year  17&7,  or  antil  one  hundred  and  three  yean 
after  the  inadtation  of  the  bank ;  and,  as  the  aarerd 
reductions  in  the  sise  of  the  notes,  and  the  crase- 
quent  increase  of  paper  currency  took  place,  gold 
became  more  and  more  scarce,  and,  with  the  issat  <tf 
£1  and  £2  notes,  it  totally  disappeared  from  the 
country.  This  effect  was  foretold  by  ail  political 
economists,  and  especially  by  Mr.  Burice,  then  aged 
and  retired  from  public  life,  who  wrote  from  his  re* 
treat  to  Mr.  Canning,  to  say  to  Ur.  IMtt,  the  Prime 
Minister,  these  prophetic  words :  *  If  this  bill  for  the 
£1  and  £2  notes  is  permitted  to  para,  we  shall  never 
see  another  guinea  in  England.*  The  bill  did  paai^ 
aod  the  prediction  was  ftiUUed;  for  not  another 
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gdnea,  baif  guinea,  orsoTeragn  WM  seen  in  EogUnd 
for  drculation,  until  tbe  bill  ma  iqwated  two-»nd- 
twent;  yean  afterwKrda." 

The  report  of  the  New  York  bank  commis- 
sioners, made  on  the  284  of  January,  1836,  is 
to  the  same  effect,  showing  that  the  practical 
experience  of  oar  own'  coontry  corresponds 
with  that  of  England.  The  ecanmimonem 
sa^: 

"  The  mewurea  adopted  at  the  lut  sesuon  of  &e 
Xj^fllature  for  the  suppressioa  of  the  email  bank 
notes  have,  so  far  as  tbey  hare  yet  gooo  Into  opera- 
tion, occa^ned  as  little  inconTenience  as  was  to  have 
been  expected.  The  efi^ts  of  the  change  were  not 
■ensiblT  felt  ontil  about  the  1st  of  September,  and, 
ainoe  tnat  time,  a  large  amount  of  specie  has  been 
pnt  Into  drculatton,  which  will  be  very  much  in- 
eraiBed  after  the  issues  of  the  three  dollar  notes  dtall 
hsTO  ceased.  Our  Gonadfan  neighbors:,  however,  cir- 
eolate  a  rery  lai^  amount  of  small  bank  notes, 
whkfa  are  taken  as  ftealf  on  tbe  a^trinfaig  frontier  of 
tbe  State  as  onr  own  notes  or  specie.  In  a  conaider- 
idble  portion  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  irtiere  the  in- 
terooune  of  tbe  inhabitanta  is  chiefly  with  Canada, 
the  law  ia  entirely  disregarded.  It  ia  more  or  less 
so  in  the  counties  bordering  upon  Vermont,  in  the 
extreme  western  counties,  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  It  will  be  found  imposuble,  we  an>rehend, 
to  enforce  the  law  eObctually  so  loi^  aa  toe  small 
notes  are  issued  by  the  banks  of  tbe  a^ainlng 
States." 

Iliere  can,  therefore,  I  think,  sir,  be  no  doabt 
npon  this  p<nnt,  that  it  is  the  inflexible  law  of 
a  mixed  cnrrenoy  of  piq>er  and  ooin,  that  t^e 
tAi6Kper  material  snpiuants  the  more  coatly  tme, 
and  Oiat  the  oafy  modo  by  vUch  ron  «an  ae- 
eoro  a  proper  adnuxtnre  of  ocdn  is  1^  tbe  sap- 
presdui  of  the  small  notes.  I  am  tfawi  pw- 
tiBolar  ai  to  tUa  prad^oal  tratii,  beeuse  npon 
H  is  based  the  whole  stmetare  of  my  argument 
I  have  before  stated  that  the  whole  Onrreney 
tji  the  oonntry  ia  assnmed  to  be  what  it  was  on 
the  1st  of  December  last,  aa  appears  from  the 
Secretary's  report,  $148,000,000,  of  which 
$26,000,000  was  ooin  and  $120,000,000  bank 
notes.  The  Government  farnishes  the  coin — 
tiie  banks  fhmish'the  paper  part  of  the  car- 
reney.  We  are  all  agreed  Uiat,  to  constitnte 
a  sound  correnoy,  there  shonld  be  a  larger  ad- 
mixtore  of  the  precnoos  metals.  Those  who 
are  in  foTor  of  the  sni^tresaUm  of  notes  under 
$10  wish,  as  I  have  shown,  to  raise  the  amount 
of  coin  in  cironlation  firom  $98^000,000  to 
$74,000^000;  those  in  &TOr  (tf  the  snppresrion 
of  notes  nnder  $20,  to  raise  the  amount  of  ooin 
to  $99,000,000 ;  and  the  Senator  from  Hiasoori, 
and  those  who  think  with  him  that  all  notes 
under  $100  should  be  suppressed,  wish  to  r^se 
that  amount  to  $118,000,000.  And  yet,  sir, 
what  means  do  they  now  propose  to  take  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  purpose  J  Why,  sir,  to 
separate  the  Government  fivm  the  banks  I  To 
divorce  the  Government  flvm  the  banks  I  To 
leave  the  banks  to  themselves  I  The  Senator 
says  Uiey  have  faUen  into  the  sea,  and  he  wUl 
not  asrist  to  on^  them  ootl  And  this,  too^ 


after  we  have  been  told  by  the  Senator  him- 
sel^  and  the  propontaon  is  undoubtedly  true, 
"  that  the  instinet  of  banks  to  smk  their  circu- 
lation to  ^e  lowest  denomination  of  notes 
which  can  be  forced  upon  the  community,  is  a 
trait  in  the  systent— and  the  efiFeot  f>f  that  in- 
stinct has  always  been  to  banish  gold  and 
ver.**  No,  sir,  yon  oamtot  leare  utB  banks  to 
diemselTes;  yon  cannot  divinw  Hat  Ctorern- 
ment  from  them  I  Yon  most  watch  over  and 
regulate  them,  if  you  mean  to  aooom^sh  the 
object  which  you  profess  to  have  in  view, 
namely,  the  improvement  of  the  currency. 

Bat  it  is  said  that,  by  requiring  payments  to 
the  Government  to  be  made  in  com,  you  will 
oomx>el  its  circulatiou.  Well,  or,  to  what  ex- 
tent do  you  compel  that  drculation  ?  To  the 
extent  only  of  the  amount  that  is  at^lntely 
neoesaary  to  effect  those  payments.  The  Pres- 
ident tells  us  in  his  Ueasage  that  the  amount  of 
ooin  which  would  be  neoeasary  for  that  pnp> 
pose  is  about  $10,000,000.  Then,  I  say,  hi  tha 
event  of  the  non-reiRmq>tion  ot  specie  piqr. 
ments  by  the  banks,  your  currency  would  con- 
sist of  $188,000,000  of  pi^r,  and,  what  is 
worse,  of  inconvertible  paper,  without  a  limU 
to  its  exten^n;  and  of  $10,000,000  of  coin, 
and  that  ooin  woold  be  ooi^ed  to  the  channel 
of  Government  reoeipta  and  Government  pay- 
ments. The  currency  would  submit  to  the 
force  you  put  upon  it,  just  to  the  extent  of  that 
force,  and  no  iurther.  Your  action  would  re- 
semble in  its  effect  a  proviso  to  a  general  law, 
which  is  a  restraint  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
proviso ;  and  your  coin  would  circulate  only  in 
the  ohannd  which  yon  had  dug  out  for  it. 
on  the  other  hand,  the  banHa  shoidd  resoma 
specie  payments,  and  tita  emnencj  shonld  ba 
ag«n  composed,  as  it  was  on  the  first  of  De- 
cember last,  of  $38,000,000  of  ooin  and  $180,- 
000,000  of  paper,  tiicoi,  I  say,  Ar,  that,  as  tJine 
would  be  specie  more  than  enoiwh,  in  olronla- 
tion,  to  answer  the  payments  of  the  Qovaeo' 
meat,  the  measure  of  demanding  payment  in 
coin  would  have  no  tendeni^  whatever  to  in- 
crease the  amonuL  The  reason  of  all  this  im 
apparent,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  which 
I  have  stated,  that  paper  will  banish  coin  from 
circulation  unless  restrained,  and  will  always 
do  so  up  to  the  point  of  that  restraint. 

But  it  is  not  neoeasary  to  resort  to  any  speon- 
la^ve  reasoning  in  piwrf  of  tiiese  poritioas. 
You  have  now,  sir,  in  tiie  preswt  state  of  things^ 
the  most  positive  pnxtf  of  tbeir  truth.  Does 
not  the  Gbvemmeut  at  this  moment  demand 
payment  of  ita  dues,  d  itft  duties,  ita  postages,, 
and  its  sales  of  public  lands,  in  ooin  t  And  yet 
does  that  coin  enter  into  the  general  circula- 
tiont  Is  it  not  confided  entirely  to  Govern- 
ment debtors  and  Government  creditors,  to 
those  who  consume  the  revenues  and  those 
who  pay  them  t  I  say,  then,  air,  that  the  re- 
sult of  your  measnre  ia  thia,  and  this  only,  to 
secure  coin  as  the  currency  for  the  Govem- 
meut,  and  leave  jfspet  aa  the  onrreney  of  the 
people.  It  is  no  uubsnil  thin^  Ur.  FiMtdsi^ 
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to  see  tboee  at  the  bead  of  the  Govenuneiit 
profess  oDe  thing  and  do  another. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  mj  aecood 
proposition,  which  is,  that  Oongress  is  bound 
to  famish  a  sound  currency  of  coin  and  con- 
vertible paper  for  the  people  of  the  United 
Btatea,  To  any  one  read  in  the  histoij  of  this 
ooautry,  and  in  the  text  of  the  ocoiatitntion,  it 
-would  seem  strange  that  it  shoidd  be  deemed 
necessary  to  filrmally  praponnd  mtii  a  propoa- 
tiim,  miuh  more  so  to  prore  it.  Bat  the  peca- 
liar  tone  of  the  Message,  and  the  doctrines  of 
anne  of  the  sapporters  of  tlie  administration 
on  thia  floor,  wo4ud  lead  one  to  sappose  that  the 
ocmstitation  hod  been  formed,  and  the  Govem- 
ment  created,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  take 
oare  of  itself.  Is  it  then  trne,  sir,  that  this 
Govemment  was  created,  merely  that  Uartin 
Van  Boren  might  be  Prudent,  and  eiyoy  the 
dignity  and  emolnmentu  of  his  office;  that 
yoQ,  nr,  riiould  be  Vice  President,  and  we  Sen- 
ators of  the  United  States,  with  the  privily 
of  franking  oar  letters  and  receiTingftper^^ 
ctf  d^t  dollars  in  gold  and  silver  t  Was  that 
the  end  and  parpose  of  all  the  uudona  deliber- 
atdon  of  that  bud  of  patarfots  who  assembled 
in  Philadelphia  to  form  the  oonstitntion,  and  of 
the  cession,  in  that  instrument,  on  the  part  of 
the  States,  of  almost  all  the  hudt  attribates  of 
sovereignty  f  I  had  hitherto  uioaght  tlie  ob- 
ject hsd  been  *'  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  people  of  uie  United  States."  I  was 
taught  to  think  that  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment were  trusts  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  and  that  the  end  and  ol^eot  of  the  con- 
atitutioa  was  to  promote  their  weliare.  It 
seems,  however,  nr,  ^at  those  who  administer 
the  Govenunent  read  thatinstrament  different- 
ly, and  have  come  to  the  enli^tened,  profound, 
liberal,  and  statesman-like  oonclnalon,  that  the 
Government  was  created  merely  for  th^  bene- 
fit, and  that  the  people  have  no  part  or  lot  in 
the  fiekl  d  its  operations.  Let  as,  then,  examine 
for  a  moment  the  soundness  of  this  opinion,  so 
far  at  least  aa  the  currency  ia  concerned,  tiiat 
being  the  matter  immediately  under  considera- 
tion. 

Every  one  fiimiliar  with  the  history  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  knows  that  we  came  oat  of 
that  conflict  with  a  roined  commerce  and  a  de- 
baaed  currency  of  inconvertible  paper;  that 
the  States  refused  to  confer  on  the  old  Oongreas 
the  power  to  levy  dntiea  on  imports^  and  were 
nnabk  to  et^oj  the  ben^t  oif  that  indirect 
mode  of  taxation  themielTea,  That  If  New 
York,  for  instance,  aoaght  to  niae  a  revoine 
from  her  commerce,  New  Jenoy  interfored  and 
defeated  her  plans  by  throwing  open  her  p<»is. 
That,  in  the  same  manner,  the  ocnumennal  regn- 
latioDS  Pennsylvania  were  at  tiie  mercy  ol 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  were,  in  foot,  frus- 
trated by  the  legislation  of  that  State ;  and  so 
of  the  other  States.  In  the  hopeless  hnbeciiity 
of  oommeroial  enterprise  which  grew  out  <^ 
this  oonditum  of  thmga,  the  people  saw  tha 
iuo6«Ut  of  a  General  Gova^lmen^  vhioh 
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shoald  have  the  power  to  regelate  commerce, 
and  provide  a  nniform  and  sound  currency  for 
the  country.  The  main  and  immediate  induce- 
ment for  tiie  formation  of  the  present  form  of 
Government  was  the  desire  to  escape  from  these 
distressesand  embarrassments,  which,  from  their 
all-pervading  character,  could  only  be  cored  by 
a  National  Government.  Hence  we  find  th^ 
the  express  power  is  g^ven  in  the  constitotion 
to  reguli£te  commerce,  aa  well  aa  the  express 
power  to  relate  the  standards  oi  value  and 
quantity,  which  are  the  legs  of  commerce. 

I  shall  not,  sir,  after  the  luminous  and  pow- 
erful argument  of  the  Senator  from  Hassacha- 
setts,  (Mr.  Wxbstxb,)  upon  this  power  to  regu- 
late commerce,  attempt  to  say  any  thing  in 
illustration  or  sapport  of  it,  I  would  not  be 
chargeable  with  attempting  "  the  wastefol  and 
ridiculous  excess  of  adding  perfume  to  Uie  rose, 
or  jnlding  refined  gold,"  but  will  content  my- 
self with  remarking,  that  one  might  fairly  con- 
diule  tliat  as  commerce  in  modem  times  is  no 
longer  oarried  on  by  barter,  bat  is  otmdacted,  in 
its  minuter  detdls,  b^  means  of  money ;  and, 
in  its  laraer  operations,  by  the  commercial 
cnrren<7  of  bills  exchange  and  promiasoiy 
notes,  the  power  to  r^olate  commerce  giTOs 
Qie  right  to  regulate  the  means  by  whid^  it  is 
conducted.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  consider 
other  provisions  of  the  constitution.  Hy  pro- 
position is,  that  Congress  is  bound  to  furnish  a 
sound  currency  of  coin  and  convertible  paper 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  st^  of 
coin  ana  convertible  pq>er,  for  I  eonsidu'  the 
latter  as  equivalent  to  coin  in  the  matter  of 
oorrenoy.  If^  therefore^  any  one  should  be  of 
opinion  that  Congress  is  bound  to  Airaish  an 
enl^  metallic  ourrou?,  that  ojunion  does  not 
veakra  tiie  strength  of  my  argoment,  the  views 
which  I  am  abont  to  present  being  ^^^oaUe 
to  both  portions. 

In  the  first  place,  the  power  is  gjven  to  Con- 
gress "^to  coin  money."  For  what  purpose  ia 
money  to  bb  coined !  Not  that  it  may  l>e  melt- 
ed down,  and  manufactured  into  plate ;  not  that 
it  may  be  exported,  and  pass  into  forei^  mints, 
to  sssmne  some  other  form,  or  receive  some 
other  impression ;  nor  that  it  may  1>e  hoarded 
as  a  matter  of  cnriodty  or  avarice ;  but  that  it 
may  be  need  for  the  parpose  for  which  ctnned 
money  is  used,  namely,  the  currency  or  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country.  I  eay  of  the 
country,  beoanse,  as  the  poww  is  a  trust  for 
the  general  wel&re,  its  execution  most  have 
reference  to  the  end  of  its  existeooe.  In  the 
second  plaoa  Congress  is  aathorized  to  poniali 
the  offence  "of  coanterfeiting  the  current  onn 
of  the  United  States."  In  the  third  place,  the 
States  are  prohibited  from  coining  money. 
And,  in  tiie  fourth  ^aoe,  nothing  bat  gold 
and  sUver  coin  "  can  be  made  a  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts.  As  the  great  business  of  cur- 
rency is  to  pay  debtSj  and  Congress  has  the 
exclusive  power  of  nimishing  the  coin,  in 
which  alone  those  debts  can  be  legally  paid,  it 
follows  that  it  is  thdr  emstltiitiwul  da^  to 
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ftirnish  snoh  cnrrency  of  coin,  or  what  is  eqaiv- 
alent,  of  convertible  paper;  for,  if  tbej  do 
not  famish  it,  no  other  power  can ;  and  the 
whole  bosinew  of  Booietj  most  be  Bnqwnded. 
The  purpose  of  onirency  is  to  make  the  aggre- 
gate payments  of  the  oonntry,  and  its  amount 
m  Tauie  has  reference  to  the  amount  of  those 
payments;  at  the  same  time,  every  payment 
presnpposes  an  antecedent  debt,  though  it  exists 
bat  for  a  moment  and  it  is  Ooamm  alone  that 
can  fttrniah  ih.9  legal  mean*  <n  making  those 
pwrnents. 

What,  then,  rir,  is  the  conseqnenoe  <rf  the  ex- 
btence  of  this  power  and  Uua  oonstitutional 
dntj  as  rcnarda  the  existing  ocmdition  of  the 
onmncy  ca  this  ooontry,  oompoeed,  aa  it  is  as- 
samed  to  be,  of  coin  ftirniahea  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  paper  fbmished  by  the  banks? 
What,  I  ask,  is  the  consequence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  that  daty  on  the  part  of  this  Crorem- 
ment  ?  Why,  sir,  clearly,  the  obligation  bo  to 
regulate  the  issaes  of  paper  by  the  banks  as  to 
ensure  its  oonvertibiHty  at  all  times  into  coin, 
and  thus  to  provide  a  Bound  oorrency  of  coin 
and  oonTwtible  paper  tor  the  peoi^  If  it  be 
the  duty  oC  Congress  to  fttmish  either  a  mebiUio 
enrreucy,  or  a  mixed  currenoy  of  ooin  and  con- 
vertible paper,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  metallic 
enrrencj  for  the  purpose  of  boMness,  then  it  is 
bound  to  guard  agahist  whatever  may  tend  to 
defeat  the  performance  of  its  duty ;  and  I  have 
already  shown  that  It  is  the  tendency  of  banks 
to  extend  their  iseuea  of  paper,  which  has  the 
effect  of  banishing  the  ooin  from  oirculatioD. 
If  OoDgress  does  not  regulate  the  issaes  of  bank 
paper,  then  the  banks  control  the  power  of 
Congress  over  the  currency,  and  Involve  it  in 
the  violation  of  a  constitutional  duty.  You 
cannot,  then,  abandon  the  banks  to  themselves 
vithont  b^g  recreant  to  that  da^.  Tou  most 
watch  over  tiiem,  and  regulate  tbeir  tomes  ot 
paper,  or  ebe  thciy  defeat  one  of  the  great  par- 
poses  for  which  tUa  Government  ^aa  created. 
As  matters  stand  at  present,  yoa  are  bound  to 
cause  them  to  return  to  specie  payments,  and 
afterwards  by  yonr  parental  care  to  guard 
agiunst  another  sT&pendon.  This  doty  I  have 
expressed  in  the  phrase  "  to  provide  a  sound 
enrreucy,"  that  is,  a  currency  free  from  the  dan- 
ger of  d^enerating  into  inoonvertible  paper. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  proportion  of  the 
precious  metals  which  may  be  necessary  to 
ensure  that  result,  some  difference  of  opinion 
may  and  does  east.  1  have  already  explained 
the  different  views  mtertained  on  that  soUeot ; 
bat  all  are  uroed  that  for  dat  purpose  uiere 
should  be  a  htrger  inftuion  of  ooin  into  the  oir- 
ealation  than  existed  at  the  time  of  the  snspen- 
^n  of  spetAo  payments. 

Then,  ur,  X  eA  If  yon  must  watch  over  the 
State  banks  and  r^olate  their  issaes  of  p«>er, 
why  not  use  them  as  fiscal  agents  ?  The  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ritbs)  proposes  to  do 
so.  I  Bhall  vote,  Ur,  President,  for  his  amend- 
ment; thoo^  I  am  free  to  say  I  do  not  think 
h  the  best  that  oonid  be  oflM.  - 


From  what  has  been  sud,  it  is  apparent  that 
it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  Congress  to  reg- 
nlate  the  issaes  of  bank  notes,  which  can  otuy 
be  done  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  by  means 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  by  means  of 
a  stamp  dnty  on  the  notes.  As  to  a  bank  of 
the  Umted  States,  it  is  oat  of  the  question  at 
this  time ;  and  I  am  free  to  say,  ur,  that  I  con- 
sider it  altogether  inexpedient,  in  a  poUtioal 
yaini  of  view.  For  I  hold  it  to  be  extremely 
nnwiae  in  a  Govenunent  oonstitnted  like  oura 
to  attempt  to  fbroe  pabllo  opinion.  Ko  system 
can  be  nnMWBsftilly  administered  which  is  r»- 
pngnant  to  the  pabllo  will :  and  it  ia  snffidoit 
for  me,  hi  this  instance,  that  there  is  strong 
reason  to  believe  that  the  minority  of  the  peo- 
ple are  opposed  to  a  national  bank.  I  have  no 
constitutional  scruples  on  the  eabj'eot ;  on  the 
contrary,'  I  believe  that  it  is  necessary  and 
proper  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  GovernmenL 
ana  the  moat  gentie  and  effectual  means  of 
fbmishing  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  to  the 
oonntry,  composed,  as  I  have  before  stated,  of 
ooin  and  convertible  paper.  Bnt,  ur,  I  will  not 
consent  to  vote  for  soon  an  institution,  nnttl  I 
am  aatiaSed  that  it  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
wishes  and  foelinga  <rf  the  maj^t]''  of  the  peo- 
ple. There  Is  no  other  mode  <^  snrnweasinc 
the  small  notes,  in  the  absence  of  a  bank  of 
tiie  United  States — mean,  of  course,  by  the 
action,  direct  or  indirect,  of  this  Gk)vemment 
— than  a  resort  to  the  taxingpower  by  impos- 
ing a  stamp  doty  on  them.  To  this  there  can- 
not, I  presume,  be  any  constitutional  objection, 
as  it  is  an  express  power,  justified  in  its  use  by 
the  great  object  of  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare, but  in  this  instanoe  used  to  sustain  and 
enforce  another  express  power  and  high  consti- 
tutional  dn^,  of  sapplyiog  the  ooant*y  with  a 
sound  oarreni^  of  ocun  or  its  eqoivalent. 

Ur.  Batabd  oontimud  Ida  arKament  at  muab. 
length,  reviewing  the  plan  of  tue  Govemmont; 
and  oondcmning  the  snb-Treaanry  qrston  of 
keeping  tiw  pnoUo  mun^s  as  unsafe  in  itseU^ 
and  leading  to  frand  and  peculation. 

Mr.  Wbight  rose  and  said  he  would  exam- 
ine, for  a  moment,  the  measures  which  the 
committee  had  reported  to  the  Senate,  that,  in 
that  way,  it  might  be  seen  what  was  their  tmd- 
ency  and  effect,  and  how  far  the  committee  had 
been  derelict  in  their  attwtion  to  the  wants  ot 
the  citizens  generally,  or  in  proposing  such 
measures  of  relief  as  the  Govemm«it  could 
adopt  He  certainly  did  not  intend  to  discuss 
now  measures  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
and  gone  to  the  House  many  d^  ainoe,  bat  be 
trusted  a  referenee  to  these  meaaares,  for  the 
purpose  he  had  avowed,  would  be  not  imly 
pardonable,  but  proper. 

The  first  was  the  dIU  to  postpone  the  trans- 
fer of  the  fourth  instalment  of  tiie  deposit  with 
the  States.  The  committee  found  that  the 
ffldsting  law  made  it  the  doty  of  the  Secretary 
to  make  this  transfer  to  the  States,  of  about 
nine  and  one-third  millions  of  doUan,  on  the 
flnt  d^-  of  the  preaont  month ;  en  yeaterdaj. 
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They  foand  that  the  means  in  the  Treasorj, 
from  whieb  alooe  it  ooald  be  made,  vera  in  the 
late  deport  buiki,  and  in  the  deferred  tuid  nn- 
d  mercbanta*  bonds  for  duties.  If  the  trans- 
mnst  be  made,  the  banks  and  the  merchants 
mast  be  called  npon  for  immediate  payments, 
to  enable  the  Treasary  to  make  it.  Gonee- 
qnently,  the  cnstcnaers  of  the  hank,  and  of  the 
maroiuinta,  must  be  called  npon  to  paj  than, 
that  thffr  might  be  able  to  pay  the  Govern- 
ment.  The  committee  supposed  it  impditlo  to 
make  the  call,  and  oi^ress  the  d^tor  citizens, 
merely  tlwt  the  Treasury  might  obtain  the 
money  to  transfer  for  safe-keeping.  They  otui- 
ndered  it  view  and  better  to  pos^Kue  the 
transfer  and  give  time  to  the  banks  and  raer- 
ebanta  to  pay.  Therefore,  they  presented  the 
Mil  in  question :  and  was  it  not  &  relief  bill  i 
TM  any  one  look  on  it  as  a  relief  to  the  banks 
and  merchants  only?  Did  any  coie  suppose 
that  the  banks  actually  had  in  their  poseession, 
looked  up  in  their  vanlts,  the  njoney  they  owe 
to  the  GoTemment,  or  tfayst  the  meraiants  vete 
in  flmdi  to  pay  their  deferred  bondu^  -without  ft 
eall  upon  their  ooatomerat  On  the  omtrary, 
did  0Ot  all  know  that  tiie  banks  had  hwned 
these  moneys  in  the  ordinarr  coarse  of  their 
banking  operations,  and  that  they  conld  not  pay 
without  oollectiug  these  loans  at  this  difficult 
pniod  for  borrowws  to  pay  I  Did  not  all  know 
that  the  inability  of  the  importing  merchants 
to  pay,  proceeded  from  the  inabihty  of  their 
oustomers  to  pay,  and  that,  if  pressed  for  pay- 
ment by  the  Goremmoit,  they  must  press 
those  customers  f  And  who  are  the  oostomers 
the  banks  and  the  merchants?  Are  they 
not  the  pec^Ie,  and  the  whole  people  t  Would 
any  one  say,  then,  that  tbia  was  not  a  relief 
bill !  That  this  was  a  bill  for  the  GoTenunent, 
and  not  for  the  people  f 

The  seoond  rail  reported  by  the  oumnittee, 
was  to  authorise  the  eminion  of  ten  millions 
of  df^lars  ia  value  oi  Treaaur  notes ;  in  Uiis 
fonn  to  borrow,  upw  the  crewt  of  the  United 
Statea,  the  sum  en  ten  millions  of  dollars  in 
money— <nd  for  what  ?  To  enable  the  Treasury 
to  get  on,  and  gnuit  time  to  the  debtor  banks 
and  merchants.  The  committee  found  the 
Treasury  in  want  of  means  to  answer  the  ordi- 
nary calls  upon  it,  and  that  those  means  must 
be  realized,  either  from  a  prompt  collection  of 
the  demands  due  to  it,  or  from  moneys  nused 
nponpnblieoredit.  FOTthereasonswhichinduo- 
ed  them  to  reoommend  a  postptmemuit  of  the 
forther  depodta  with  tiie  Btatea,  thwr  were  also 
indnoed  to  present  thk  bill  to  the  bensto,  and 
thus,  80  Ar  as  the  oorrent  calls  vp<m  the  Treas- 
ury- should  require  it,  to  inteipoee  the  public 
credit  between  the  wants  of  the  Government 
and  the  rigid  coUectkm  of  its  dues.  Was  this 
bill  to  be  couridered  in.  the  mere  light  of  a  care 
for  the  Government,  without  r^ard  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  citizens?  Who  were  to  beaffeot- 
ed  by  a  prompt  and  rigid  colleetton  of  the 
wtbUo  does?  Not  the  Government,  or  the 
Treasnry,  but  the  public  debtors.  Who  were 
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the  public  debtors !  The  banks  and  the  mer- 
chants immediately:  the  borrowers  from  the 
banks  and  the  customers  of  the  merchants  sub- 
stantJ^y.  And  who  were  the  borrowws  from 
the  banks  and  the  customers  of  the  merchants 
but  the  people  of  the  country. 

The  third  bill  reported  by  the  committee  was 
to  grant  time  to  the  importing  merchants  upoo 
th«r  bonds  due,  and  to  beoome  due,  for  a  year 
from  the  present  time.  The  eztensitm,  asaented 
to  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  hr  the  Sen- 
ate, was  nine  months  upon  each  bond.  Would 
any  one  question  that  that  was  a  relief  meanre 
to  the  merchants !  Did  any  one  suppose  that 
the  relief  i^orded  by  that  bill  was  designed  to 
reach  no  further  than  the  merchants  who  owed 
the  bonds  t  No,  sir.  It  was  the  oustomers  of 
those  merchants,  the  persons  who  had  purchas- 
ed for  consumption  and  use  the  goods  upon 
which  the  duties  were  payable,  that  the  bill 
was  to  relieve.  Few,  comparatively,  of  those 
who  occupy  these  seats  would  have  voted  for 
that  measure,  had  its  inflnenoe  and  action  been 
confined  to  the  merchants  only.  But  they 
could  not  indulge  their  debtors  unless  they 
conld  be  indulged  by  the  GoremmenL  beeanso 
they  most  collect  if  they  must  pay.  To  enable 
them  to  grant  the  indmgenoe  which  the  state 
of  the  times  and  the  condition  of  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  ooontry  demanded,  was  the  de- 
sign and  object,  and  would  be  the  effect,  (£  the 
buL  Who,  tbe%  would  deny  to  it  its  relief 
character  f 

The  fourth  bill  whloh  the  committee  present- 
ed for  the  acceptance  of  the  Senate,  was  one  to 
extend  a  proportionate  indulgence  to  the  lato 
deposit  banks  for  the  payment  of  the  balances 
remaining  due  from  them  to  the  publie  Treasu- 
ry. It  waa  true  that  tibese  institntiona  stood 
unon  a  different  footing  fhim  the  merbhaata. 
Tney  had  merely  received  the  pnUie  moneys 
for  safio-keeping.  The  moneys  were  legally  and 
teohnicallyui  the  Treasory,  but  were  tbcv  them 
in  ftict  ?  Oould  the  Treaanrw  command  them 
for  the  uses  of  the  Govemmmt  or  the  peoi^e? 
No.  They  were  nnavulable  fonds  in  the  Treas- 
ury. And  why  were  they  nnavulable  fiinds  ? 
Beoanse  the  banks  had  got  them  looked  in  their 
vaults,  and  were  not  wuling  to  pay  them  upon 
demand  1  No,  nr :  but  because  the  banks  had 
^em  not;  because  they  were  loaned  to  the 
oostoroers  of  the  banks,  the  citizens  of  the 
ooantry,  who  could  not  pay  on  demand.  The 
relation  of  debtor  and  cnditur,  in  its  ordinary 
aooeptation,  was  not  intended  to  be  created  by 
the  law  establishing  tiie  late  bank  deposit  sys- 
tem. It  waa  a  mere  a^ncy  for  ,  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  money,  which  the  law  recognizee, 
bat  that  agency  had  been  turned  into  the  rela- 
tion of  debtor  and  creditor  by  the  failure  of  the 
banks  to  fulfil  on  their  part — ^Into  the  most  un- 
pleasant relation  of  debtor  and  creditor;  a 
creditor  who  wants  and  debtors  who  cannot 
pay.  Indalgenoe,  therefore,  became  a  matter 
of  interest  to  the  oreditca:,  as  adding  to  the 
ohanoes  of  oventnal  payment;  and  of  &v<ff  to 
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the  debtors,  as  giving  than  time  to  odleet  the 
means  for  payment.  To  vhom,  tiien,  was  tiie 
fiiTOTf  the  rwef,  extended  t  To  the  baaka  or 
to  their  customers  !  Host  aasaredJy  to  the  lat- 
ter. The  banks  coold  pay  if  they  could  oc^ect ; 
and,  if  compelled  to  pay,  they  wonld  be  com- 
pelled to  collect.  Their  power  to  indulge  de- 
pended upon  the  iodolgenoe  .extended  to  them ; 
and  could  it  be  said  that  a  measnre  giTing  to 
them  four,  six,  and  nine  months,  to  pay  their 
balances  to  the  Treasury,  was  a  measure  solely 
confined  to  the  protection  of  the  Government, 
without  regard  to  the  relief  of  the  people ! 

These  were  the  iirst  four  bills  presented  by 
the  committee  to  the  Senate,  and  yet  they  were 
told  that  they  had  fb^tten  the  saffiaring  in- 
terests of  oar  neat  community  in  their  nda- 
aive  care  for  the  Government  and  its  offloers. 
"Was  the  diarge  jnst  or  merited !  These  bills 
had  all  received  the  final  action  of  the  Senate, 
and  all,  save  one,  had  passed  this  body  by  near- 
ly unanimous  votes,  wliile  that  one  had  passed 
by  a  large  m^ority.  It  was  tme  that  the  con- 
nection oetween  them  was  intimate,  and  that, 
to  a' greater  or  less  extent,  each  subsequent  one 
was  predicated  upon  the  success  of  its  prede- 
cessor, while  all  were  most  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  condition  and  action  ct  the  pnUio 
Treasury. 

Indeed,  It  was  but  candid  to  say  that  tiie 
committee  knew  no  direct  relief  whidt  Con- 
greas  conld  properly  afibrd  to  the  distresses  of 
the  people  of  the  country,  but  snoh  as  should 
grow  out  <^  the  existing  connection  between 
the  means  of  the  Treasury  and  the  banking  and 
moreaatUe  interests.  These  bills  covered  all 
that  ground,  and  no  difference  opinion  could 
posubly  exist  as  to  them,  unless  it  should  arise 
npon  the  principle  of  indulgence,  or  the  time 
of  indulgence.  Ko  such  difference  had  been 
manifested  in  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
respective  measures,  and  therefore  it  was  right 
to  assume  that  none  existed.  Some  hod  sup- 
posed that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  b<v- 
row  the  nine  and  one-third  milliona,  oovend 
by  the  first  bill,  that  it  ndght  be  tiwumrred  to 
the  States  for  safe-keeping:  and  propoutions 
having  that  tendency  had  been  presented  to, 
and  acted  upon  by,  the  Senate,  but  they  did 
not  meet  wim  &yor.  The  body  did  not  seem 
to  suppose  that  snoh  a  disposition  of  the  publio 
credit  wonid  be  a  measure  oi  relief  either  to 
the  Government  or  the  people,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Take,  then,  -the  four  measures  referred  to, 
sum  them  up  in  their  combined  action,  and  to 
what  do  they  amount  as  relief  to  the  communi- 
ty f  The  first  is  equal  to'a  forbearance  to  col- 
lect nine  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars  froin 
tiie  customers  of  the  banks  and  the  merdianta, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  States  for  safe-keeping. 
The  three  last  authorize  a  loan,  upon  the  public 
credit,  to  the  amount  of  ten  nullions  ol  dollars, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Government  and 
meet  the  pnbUo  appropriations,  and  a  forbear- 
Buoe  of  tae  coUecraw  of  that  sum  fhna  the 


publio  debtm  that  they  too  may  be  able  to 
ibrbear  odleotions,  at  thia  trying  period,  from 
those  who  are  indebted  to  them.  Here,  ttien, 
is  direct  and  positive  relief  to  the  amount  of 
nineteen  and  one-third  miUioos  of  dollars. 
Might  he  not,  then,  ask,  with  some  force  and 
some  justice,  whether  the  committee  were  ob- 
noxious to  the  charge  of  having  forgotten  tiie 
interests  of  the  people  in  their  core  for  the 
Government?  He  would  here  dismiss  this 
topic. 

The  next  and  only  remaining  charge  against 
the  committee  which  he  proposed  to  notice 
was,  that  in  their  aotion  they  had  entirely  over- 
looked, or  wholly  neglected  to  act  upon,  one 
of  the  most,  nay,  the  very  most,  in)p<n^t  <tf 
the  Bubjeota  presented  tot  their  aebon  in  the 
Hessage  of  the  President  referred  to  than; 
tiiat  tbey  had  reported  no  bill  declaring  the 
description  of  currency  which  should  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  the  pnblio  dnee.  B/a 
did  not  refsr  to  this  complaint  against  the  ae< 
tion  of  tlie  committee  for  the  purpose  of  repre- 
senting it  as  unjust  or  ungenerous;  not  evea 
for  the  purpose  of  reibting  it.  It  had  come 
from  opposite  sides  of  the  House,  and  it  might 
1)6  weU  founded.  The  feet  was  certainly  as 
alleged ;  and  his  only  purpose  was  to  give  the 
reasons  which  govoned  lumself^  and  which,  he 
waa  oertaiD,  governed  the  nuj^t^T  ^  oom* 
mlttee,  ui  the  cmdaalon  to  report  no  bill  npon 
the  suliJect  of  the  cunmu^^  to  be  received  into 
the  publio  Treasury.  Those  reasons  had  beeOf 
and  still  were,  si^s&otory  to  himself  as  be 
doubted  not  tbey  were  to  his  colleagues  upon 
the  committee ;  but  the  course  of  action  d  the 
Senate  upon  this  bill,  seemed  to  indicate,  and 
its  final  action  would  probably  show,  that  they 
were  not  satisfactoiy  to  the  majority  of  the 
body.  Should  this  be  so,  the  committee  would 
be  content,  when  their  reasons  had  been  placed 
feirly  before  the  Senate  and  the  country. 

They  found  the  Message  presenting,  among 
others,  two  distinot  points,  both,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  oommittM,  most  deeply  int«emog 
to  the  public  Treesnry,  the  Govemmeot,  and 
the  ooontty.  The  first  was  the  continnanoa  of 
the  separaoon  between  tiie  mmieys  of  the  peo- 
pie  and  the  State  banks,  which  the  opera^loa 
of  the  existing  laws  and  the  conduct  ct  the 
banks  had  alraady  produced.  The  other  was 
a  gradual  and  safe  discontinuance  of  Uie  reovp- 
tion  of  the  bills  ot  the  State  banks  in  payment 
of  the  publio  dues,  and  an  eventual  return  to 
the  collection  of  gold  mi  silver  and  such  paper 
as  should  i>e  issued  upon  the  fiuth  and  credit  of 
the  United  States,  and  be,  by  the  laws  of  Oou- 
gresa,  made  receivable  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  Stetes.  The  laws  as  they  arcj  upon  the 
sQbject  oi  the  deporit  and  safe^keeprng  a£  the 
pubHc  money  1^  seemed  to  the  committee  to  re- 
quire immeuato  acticm,  if  the  recommendaticHL 
of  the  Frerident  was  to  be  carried  out  and 
made  a  part  of  onr  permanent  policy.  Hence 
they  reported  to  the  Senate  the  bill  now  under 
discussion.  They  were  not  immindftil  that 
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some  regalat  ion  as  to  the  descriptiotu  of  cnrr8ne7 
to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  pnbiio  dues 
ml^t  become  necea-sarj,  in  case  the  new  system 
of  deposits  should  he  adopted  and  the  present 
condition  of  the  bonks  should  be  changed ;  bat 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  banks  and  of 
the  law  upon  this  point,  they  could  see  no  ne- 
cessity for  immediate  action,  or  for  any  present 
change  of  the  existing  laws.  They  fdt  thot 
the  two  anbjects  were  somewhat  connected, 
but  not  so  intimatdj  as  to  reqnire  or  demand 
that  both  ahoDld  be  embraced  fn  Ue  same  bill. 
They  knew  that  ftreat  direrrity  of  sentiment 
prevailed  as  to  both,  and  that  different  opinions 
were  held  by  .  those  who  had  hitherto  been 
friends  and  supporters  of  the  administration,  as 
well  OS  between  them  and  their  common  politi- 
cal opponents.  Under  these  dronrnstancea,  and 
with  the  distinct  expres^on  of  a  desire,  on  the 
part  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
{HVeent  sessioQ  should  be  terminated  at  the 
earliest  posuble  day,  the  committee  felt  bound 
to  present  every  snbject  from  their  hands  in  the 
most  rimple  and  distinct  form,  and  in  a  shape 
which  might  reoeive  the  deHnitive  action  of  tne 
body  with  tlie  least  posnble  consnmption  of 
time.  "With  this  view  they  reported  separate 
bills  upon  every  subject  npon  which  they  did 
report,  ftnd  the  asme  eonnderation  Inflnraoed 
than  to  omit  reports  npon  all  snlijects  which 
they  sappoaed  might  be  deferred  to  tbe  r^pilar 
annnal  session,  wltiiont  lijnry  to  any  important 
interest^  pnbUo  w  private.  By  the  law,  as  It 
stands,  the  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks 
can  neither  he  received  in  payment  of  we  pub- 
lic dues,  nor  paid  to  the  public  creditors.  He 
was  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  say  that,  for  all 
praotioal  pnrposes  dtner  to  the  Government  or 
the  people,  there  were,  at  this  time,  no  other 
banks  in  the  oonntry-,  and  he  was  mach  more 
•onr  to  be  compelled  to  believe  that  there 
WDud  not,  in  a  practical  sense,  be  any  snoh 
banks  tmtil  after  the  time  when  Congress  wonld 
be  again  in  sesdon.  Ko  one  had  proposed,  and 
he  was  happy  to  know  that  no  one  wonld  pro- 
poee,  to  make  tbe  inconvertible  notes  of  non- 
specie  payinir  banks  receivable  at  the  pnbiio 
'neasnry,  and  snrely  no  one  could  have  expect- 
ed snch  a  proposition  from  the  committee.  The 
revennes,  then,  to  every  practical  extent,  are 
now  receivable  in  gold  and  silver  only,  nideBs 
Congress  shall,  at  its  present  session,  create  a 
p^r  npon  the  faith  and  ercdit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  make  it  receivable  for  the  pahlie 
does.  Hence  the  ahaence  of  any  immedi^ 
neoeirify  fi>r  lef^dation  npon  this  point  The 
eommtttee  fhrmer  beliered,  what  has  already 
been  proved  to  be  tme,  that  any  bUl  npon  this 
snbjeot  wonld  lead  to  long  and  ^ave  discnaston, 
and  tend  to  protract  the  session.  For  these 
reasons  thoy  had  omitted  to  report  npon  this 
anbjeet,  and  he  had  as  yet  seen  nothins  to 
clumge  his  opinion  of  tlie  wisdom  of  weir 
oonrse.  He  still  believed  that  the  connection 
of  these  two  sabjecta  In  the  same  bill  was  nn- 
dealraUe;  that  it  wonld  retard  action,  and  be 


greatly  feared  embarrass  the  bill  which  the  com- 
mittee had  reported,  and  the  passa^  of  which 
they  considered  to  be  of  high  public  importance. 
The  matter,  however,  was  now  with  tlie  Senate, 
and  he  should  cheerfully  submit  to  its  choice. 
If  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the  proposition  be- 
fore it,  he  was  ready  to  vote,  whether  they 
shoold  be  insisted  npon  as  amendments  to  the 
committee's  bill,  or  as  on  independent  measare. 

Having  said  thus  much  by  way  of  explana- 
tion, and  he  hoped,  to  some  extent,  in  jnmfica- 
tion,  of  tbe  oourse  and  action  of  the  committee, 
he  would  now  pass  to  a  brief  discnanon  of  the 
bill  before  the  Senate. 

The  oiisia,  he  said,  was  one  of  the  deepest 
interest  Every  man  in  these  seats,  every  cit- 
izen of  tiie  conntry,  felt  it  to  be  so.  Btill,  its 
peculiar  character  could  not  be  too  often  ad- 
verted to,  or  too  iirmly  fixed  in  the  memory  of 
all.  During  a  period  of  profound  peace ;  after 
a  series  of  years  of  unexampled  abundfuice  in 
every  production  of  the  earth,  and  every  prod- 
uct of  labor ;  with  a  currency  more  abundant 
than  onr  young  country  had  ever  before  wit- 
nessed, and  standing  as  strong  in  the  public 
confidence  as  our  paper  currency  bad  ever 
stood ;  with  ready  markets,  and  prices  higher 
than  any  formw  period  of  peace  had  aostained; 
nnder  tne  inflnenoe  of  all  these  elements  and 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  wealth,  national 
and  individual,  and  at  the  entrance  npon  an- 
other of  those  rich  and  fmitfnl  seasons  with 
whidi  ft  kind  Providence  so  frequentiy  blesses 
our  fertile  soil — a  season  not  surpassed  b^  any 
which  has  preceded  it  In  the  abundance  it  bas 
returned  to  the  husbandman  tor  bis  labor — at 
snch  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  the 
revulsion  come,  and  in  an  instant,  as  it  were— 
in  a  single  night — the  whole  beauty  of  this  rich 
scene  was  changed.  That  currency,  so  abun- 
dant and  oreditaUe,  became  depreciated,  inom- 
To-tible,  and  debased.  Those  marketi^  so  qnidc 
and  active,  and  profitable,  became  stagnant  and 
deserted.  Those  prices,  so  alluring  to  enter- 
prise and  industry,  were  changed  to  a  priceleaa 
mass  of  unsalable  commodities. 

That  all  should  have  inquired  after  tbe  eauaee 
of  this  sad  and  sudden  change,  was  most  nat- 
ural. That  statesmen  should  have  done  so,  was 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  their  delicate  and 
responsible  duties.  The  Pre^dent  of  the  United 
States,  to  qualify  himself  for  tiie  performance 
of  his  constitutional  duty  of  giving  to  Congress 
"  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  re- 
commending to  their  consideration  such  meas- 
ures as  he  Aall  Judge  necesaary  and  expedient," 
has  done  this.  In  bis  Uessage,  he  has  givoi  to 
us  faia  opinion  of  the  causes  which  have  brought 
upon  our  country  thia  sndden  and  sweeping 
revulsion.  It  was  not  bis  purpose  to  examine 
the  correotness  of  these  opinions  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Ko  one  bad  expressed  a  doubt  that  they 
were  honestiy  entert^ned,  and  all  admitted 
that  they  had  been  clearly,  frankly,  and  firmly 
expressed.  Tbey  had  been  the  subject  of  able 
ami  extended  criticism  in  the  oourse  of  tbif 
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debate,  and  he  thought  also  the  subject  of 
eqaallf  able  and  perfectly  triomphaut  defence. 
Eotert^ung  this  opmion,  he  h.sa.  bat  a  single 
remark  to  make  in  repu^  to  them,  and  that 
was,  that  he  had  heard  crlticifim  and  contradic- 
tion from  some  qoarters  of  the  Hoose  delivered 
in  a  manner  and  in  langaage  which  excited  his 
profound  regret — ^In  a  maimer  and  in  langnage 
which  he  would  not,  if  he  could,  (and  he  was 
*  most  thankful  he  could  not,)  imitate,  towards 
friend  or  oppoaeut 

He  had  listened  to  the  debate,  howevw,  with 
profoimd  attention;  and  while  all  had  th^ 
peoiUiar  views  of  the  oausea  of  the  present  de- 
rangement la  our  monetary  afTurs,  add  while 
tiie  views  of  the  different  speakers  differed  mar 
teriallf  as  to  the  immediate  and  most  active 
causes,  he  thought  tber4  were  certi^n  general 
positions  substantially  conceded  by  all ;  which, 
being  drawn  out  and  placed  in  their  proper 
order,  would  advance  us  very  far  in  the  wide 
field  of  discussion  presented  and  occupied  by 
the  various  members.  He  had  endeavored, 
therefore^  to  place  these  positions  upon  paper, 
and  to  give  them  an  order  best  calculated  to 
promote  this  object.   They  were  as  follows: 

1.  That  wide-spread  and  highly  Iqjurions  de- 
rangements have  been,  and  are  experienced,  in 
the  Daoklng  concerns,  and  in  most  of  the  bnai- 
ness  transactions  of  the  country. 

2.  That  the  present  embarrassments  in  the 
aff^rs  of  individuals  are,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  caused,  or  greatly  increased,  by  the  ex- 
isting embarrassments  In  the  afnlrs  vt  the 
bonka 

8.  That  on  undue  multiplication  of  banks  by 
many  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  excessive 
issues  of  paper  money  by  the  State  bonks,  are 
amoDg  the  most  prominent  of  the  causes  which 
have  brought  about  these  embarrassments  of  the 
banks,  and  consequentiy  of  business  generally. 

4.  That  a  material  enla»«aent  of  the  specie 
hasU  for  our  paper  circulation,  is  indi^ensable 
to  the  security  of  the  banks,  and  the  stabiUty 
of  tiie  paper  currency. 

6.  That  all  banks  of  issue  and  circulation  are 
liable  to  excesses,  and  that  the  State  buiks, 
from  their  distant  locations,  rivfd  interests,  and 
the  variety  and  diversity  of  their  business  and 
associations,  are  peculiarly  so  liable,  which  ren- 
ders it  desirable  and  important  that  the  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government  should  never  be  so 
directed  OS  to  promote  these  excesses,  while,  so 
far  as  that  can  be  safely  and  constitutionally 
done,  it  should  be  so  directed  as  to  have  an 
equal  tendency,  in  s31  ports  of  our  extended 
oonfederaoy,  to  check  them. 

6.  That  uie  powers  of  Congress,  to  prevoit 
the  evil  of  excessive  banking  by  the  State  insti- 
tutions, ar&  in  no  sense,  curect  and  podtive, 
but  ore,  in  whatever  form  they  mov  be  exer- 
cised, incidental  ond  consequential,  growing 
out  of  the  expressly  granted  powers. 

So  for  he  thought  oil  conld  agree  and  walk 
together  in  this  trying  crisis.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  one  would  controvert  cdthor  of 


tiieae  positions,  while  he  was  sure  that  most  of 
those  who  had  addressed  the  Senate,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate^  upon  whatever  side  of  the 
House,  had  substantiaUy  assumed  them. 

The  difference  seemed  to  arise  as  we  passed 
the  lost  proposition,  and  came  to  inquire  how 
this  incidental  power  of  Oo&gress  should  be 
exorcised.  The  late  catastrophe  to  the  banks  ' 
and  business  of  the  country,  had  satisfied  all 
that  something  was  wrong  in  the  working  of 
our  monetary  ^stem,  but  the  seat  of  tiie  dis- 
ease, and  tiie  oppropiiate  remedy,  were  que^ 
tions  upon  which  opmions  difbrea. 

The  President  was  honnd,  in  racranmending 
to  the  condderati(Ht  ci  Oongreas  such  measnres 
as  he  ^ud^ed  necessaiy  and  exponent,  to  point 
out  his  view  of  the  evil,  so  for  as  he  should 
condder  it  connected  with  and  remedialde  by 
federal  legislation,  and  to  present  bis  plan  of 
remedy.  He  has  done  so  franldy  and  fii%t 
ond  as  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  fi- 
nance have  agreed  with  him,  and  have  reported 
the  bill  under  consideration  to  carry  out  his 
recommendation  upon  this  point,  it  would  be 
his  duty,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  examine  that  bill  in 
its  &vorable  and  unfavorable  influences  up<Hi 
tiie  IVeasury,  upon  tiie  Government,  upon  the 
banb,  and  vpon  the  currency  gmerally.  The 
safe  lueping  (tf  the  pablio  moneys  became  sep- 
arated from  the  State  banksi,  in  May  last,  by 
the  voluntary  suspention  of  spede  p^maits  by 
the  banks,  and  uie  operation  of  tiie  existing 
lows  upon  that  act,  and  the  bill  proposes  to 
continue  the  separauon. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  inquire  what  in- 
duences,  &vorable  or  unfavorable,  the  biU  to 
make  this  separation  between  all  banks  and  the 
pablio  money  permanent,  wonld  exert  upon  the 
pablio  Treasury.  It  would  give  to  the  Treas- 
ury direct  possiBssion,  and  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  its  means  at  all  times,  and  under  all  cironm- 
stances.  They  would  oonust  not  bank  cred- 
its, but  of  money,  and  would,  therefore,  not  btt 
subject  to  any  of  the  flnotaati<Hui  to  which  bank 
credits  mtut  be  alwi^  liable.  The  means  of 
the  Treasury  woold  be  the  valne  reodved,  and 
not  the  mere  iqiresaitation  of  tiiat  value  in 
account. 

It  would  rive  to  the  Treasnir  the  perfect 
command  of  its  means.  It  would  no  lon^r  bf| 
troubled  with  unavailable  funds,  a  descnption 
of  fhuds  wdl  known  to  it  for  the  last  twenty 
years;  which  have  always  grown  ezolnrive^ 
out  of  its  connection  with  banks ;  which  now 
constitute  ahnost  its  only  resource  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  creditors;  and  the  conse- 
quence whidi  character  ^ven  to  the  means 
of  the  Treasury,  so  &r  as  he  was  Informed,  had, 
more  than  any  other  single  cause,  compelled  the 
oonventjon  of  Congress  at  this  inoonvenient^ 
and  he  thought  he  might  safely  say  dangerous, 
season  of  the  year.  It  might  be  well  here  to 
define  this  term  "  unavailable  f^ds,"  as  applied 
to  the  means  in  the  public  Treasury,  He  un- 
derstood tliem  to  ccouiBt,  now  and  upon  all 
former  oooadtms,  rither  of  bank  -notei^  which 
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the  banks  issniiu;  them  oonld  not  redeem  in 
n>eoie,  or  any  thing  else  which  would  pay  the 
oebta  of  the  Govenunent;  or  of  moneys  re- 
orired  by  the  banks  for  safe  keeping,  and  which 
they  ooud  not  pay,  npon  demand,  in  the  l^al 
iHirrenoy  of  the  oonntry,  or  in  any  corrency, 
which  the  creditora  of  the  GoTemmwt  would 
■  consent  to  receive  as  moner.  An  entire  aep- 
aration  from  banks  wonld  of  course  relieve  the 
pubUo  Treasury  from  this  embarrassment  for  the 
niture.'  It  would,  at  all  times,  enable  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  the  demands  npon  It,  when  the 
money  of  the  pec^le  had  been  collected  and 
placed  in  its  keeping  for  that  pu^>oae ;  whereas, 
under  the  connection,  these  moneys  were  liable 
to  become  nnavailable  in  the  hands  of  the 
banka,  and  the  people  again  to  be  colled  npon 
to  raise,  wtber  &om  their  pockets,  or  npon  ueir 
crediti  the  means  to  par  those  very  oebta  for 
the  payment  of  whidi  th^  had  onoe  provided 
by  deporting  the  money  in  bank. 

A  eontinuanoe  of  the  B^wralion  would  fiirther 
reUeve  the  Treascry  from  the  necessity  of  using 
Its  means  to  sustain  the  credit  of  banlcB,  when 
vevalsions  in  trade,  and  general  shocks  to  credit, 
^ould  bring  the  banks  in  jeopardy.  These  re- 
vulsions must  be  alwi^s  more  or  less  freqoeat 
in  every  commercial  conntiTi  and  moat  fVe- 
qnent  and  most  severe  in  uiose  which  most 
extensively  adopt  a  system  of  paper  or  credit 
(uroulaUon  and  currency.  If,  then,  the  means 
of  the  National  Treasury  are  confided  to  the 
•afe  keeling  of  the  banks  which  furnish  that 
P^wr  or  cre^t  circulation  and  currency,  they 
most  be  dwv^  snljeot  to  the  flnotnationa,  re- 
nlsiont^  tod  incidents,  to  which  the  credtt  of 
ttw  banks  are  anlrieot.  They  become  mere 
credits  with  the  banks,  and  cannot  be  exempted 
from  the  influences  which  affect  its  other  cred- 
its. Can  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  Government 
then,  ne^ect  to  put  f(»th  their  exerUons,  and 
the  means  at  their  command,  to  snstain  the 
credit  of  those  banks,  when  occauon  shall  call ; 
whose  crests  oonstatnte  the  means  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasory  itself?  He  was  not  Ignorant  ttf  the 
fiut,  that  loud  and  startling  compl^ta  had 
been  made  In  this  hall  against  a  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  mere  suspicion  that 
he  had  used  the  means  of  the  Treasury  to  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  deporit  banks ;  but  would 
My  gentleman  d«iy  tnat,  under  this  oondse 
ud  practical  view  « the  ooasequenoee  of  a  con- 
neotion  betveuL  the  Tnfitan  w  the  people  and 
the  banks,  it  must  ftwjnenuy  become  the  im- 
periona  &aty  of  that  officer,  a  duty  as  binding 
aa  that  of  keeping  the  Treasury  in  a  situation 
to  answer  the  calls  upon  it,  to  exert  this  power, 
and  so  to  locate  the  means  of  the  Treasury,  as 
to  render  it  as  effective  as  possible  ?  The  conse- 
quence was  unavoidable,  and  still  the  exercise 
of  such  a  power  would  always  be  odious  in  a 
political  sense,  and  must  always  be  more  or 
leas  invidious  in  a  financial  sense.  It  could 
never  be  exerted  equally  towards  all  the  banks, 
but  must  be  uaed  especially  in  favor  of  those 
which  dunld  be^  for  the  time  bong,  the  depoe- 


itories  of  the  public  fimds.  Its  influence,  then, 
might  often  be  unfavoraUe,  and  even  injurious 
towards  institutions  which  had  pranoted  as 
much  aa  any  other,  the  oolleetion  and  prtmpt 
payment  of  the  public  revenues,  but  which 
should  not,  on  the  day  of  trouble,  be  safe  keep- 
era  of  any  portion  of  those  revenues.  Ia  it  not 
desirable,  if  It  can  be  done  with  safety  to  sH 
interests  to  be  regarded,  to  rdleve  the  Treasnry, 
and  the  head  of  the  fiscal  department  of  this 
Government,  from  this  always  so  delicate,  and 
fluently  so  odious,  an  exercise  of  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  public  funds,  upon  the 
credit  of  Uie  banks  and  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try ?  He  must  say  that  a  proper  national  pride, 
and  a  Just  feeling  of  patriotism,  seuaed  to  him 
to  demand  it,  at  any  expense  uort  of  the  posi- 
tive sacrifice  of  somQ  paramount  public  in- 
terest 

A  fhrfher  benefit  to  be  derived  firom  a  sys- 
tem which  shall  make  the  Treasury  the  keeper 
of  its  own  means,  and  especially  if  those  means 
shall  be  collected  and  disbursed  in  the  legal 
currency  of  gold  and  silver,  or  of  paper  issued 
upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Government 
only,  will  be  a  perfect  uniformity  of  value  in 
the  collections  and  disbursemcnta  of  the  Treas- 
ury, wherever  made.  Its  operations  will  be- 
come stable  and  certain  in  every  sense,  and  all 
the  contracts  with  the  Government  may  be 
made  without  the  customary  deductions  on  ac- 
count of  the  anticipated  receipt  of  a  depreciated 
medium  of  payment.  Every  citizen  can  make 
his  propf^s  for  the  public  works  or  public  su^ 
pliea,  wherever  may  be  the  place  of  bis  resi- 
dwce,  or  the  place  of  pqrment  under  the  eon- 
tract,  based  upon  the  par  money,  and  will 
not  be  driven  to  an  uncertain  calculation  uptm 
the  flnctoations  of  exchange  and  the  nucertun- 
ties  of  credit. 

These  are  some  of  the  beneflts  to  be  antici- 
pated to  the  public  Treasury  from  a  permanent 
separation  from  the  banks.  "What  are  the  in- 
juries, the  unfavorable  influences,  if  any,  to 
stand  against  tiiese  benefits!  He  had  heard 
but  one  suggested,  so  far  as  the  interests  and 
conveniences  of  the  Treasury  are  concerned,  and 
he  must  say  but  that  one  had  occurred  to  his 
mind.  The  e^wnse  and  tronUe  of  remitting 
specie,  in  oases  where  that  should  become  ne- 
eesaary,  wai^  he  believed,  the  only  drawback 
upon  the  Treasury  for  all  these  benefit^  and  a 
short  examination  would  show  the  weight  of 
this  ol^ection. 

Under  the  system  of  bank  deposits,  drafts 
from  the  Treasurer,  upon  the  different  deposii- 
tories,  and  from  one  depository  upon  another, 
are  nmde  the  medinm  of  remittance  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases,  and,  where  the  drafts  are  ftilly  cred- 
ited, supersede  the  necessity  of  on  actual  trans- 
portation of  the  money  in  almost  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  public  Treasury.  Kotiiinz  in  the 
system  proposed,  prevents  the  use  of  the  same 
medium  for  remittance,  and  exchange.  The 
drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
upon  a  receiving  officer  of  the  Goremment, 
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Trill  eertainlj  have  as  good  credit  as  liia  drafts 
iipim  a  depont  banlc,  and  when  thej  are.  known 
to  l>e  drawn  npon  the  apeoie  in  safe-keepiDg, 
and  upon  nothing  else,  they  cannot  tail  to  be 
as  acceptable  to  the  public  creditor  as  say  sim- 
ilar drtuts  have  heretof(n«  been.  The  trouble 
and  expenae,  therefore,  of  traosporting  specie 
Sands  from  one  portion  of  the  countrj  to  the 
other,  for  disbursement  to  the  public  creditors, 
will  not  piobal^  be  more  ex  tensive  under  this 
bill  tiiaa  ondw  the  bank  syBtem  which  it  pro- 
poses to  saperaede. 

He  would  BOW  look  at  the  influenoes  of  this 
moasore  npon  the  Qovemment. 

It  wonld  discharge  its  I^pslation  firom  bank 
influenoes  of  ^  sorts.  He  spoke  not  of  im- 
proper or  oormpt  influences,  bat  of  those  con- 
stituwt  interests,  which  most  be  represented 
in  Congress  so  long  as  the  connection  between 
the  public  Treasorj  and  banks  of  mj  desorip- 
tioQ  was  maintained.  He  addressed  those  who 
must  understand  him,  and  who  must  have  seen 
and  felt  Uiese  influences  in  our  official  action 
here.  Who,  he  would  ask,  had  occupied  one 
o£  these  seats  ibr  the  last  five  Tears,  and  had 
not  seen  tbe  power  of  this  Inflnenoe  upon  oar 
dellbenticmsf  Who  had  Mled  to  see  that  it 
was  an  inflaenoe  more  nearly  overpowering  and 
beyond  our  ccmtrol  than  mj  we  had  been  called 
to  encounter  %  Who  did  not  see  and  feel  it  now 
as  pressing  upon  as  with  a  giant  force  ?  It  was 
true,  we  naa  formerly  ana  most  Qsaally  en- 
countered it  in  the  consolidated  form  of  a  nsr 
tional  bank,  and  that  it  now  presented  itself  to 
us  in  State  detachments ;  but  it  was  the  same 
influence  similarly  exerted.  It  was  the  efibrt 
of  cupidity  on  our  free  institations — an  effort 
to  make  money  out  of  the  money  and  means 
ond  credit  of  Uie  people. 

He  uttered  these  sentiments  with  extreme 
reluetanocL  and  wildi  the  most  extended  char- 
towards  all  those  who  differed  from  him. 
He  knew  well  that  not  only  political  opponents, 
but  those  who  had  ever  been  political  and  per- 
sonal friends — those  towards  whom  be  had  ever 
entertained,  and  still  did  entertain,  the  kindest 
feelings,  did  differ  with  him  upon  these  points. 
He  most  cheerfully  yidded  to  their  integrity, 
sincerity,  and  patriotism,  every  indalgenoe 
which  he  asked  for  himself ;  but  the  crisis,  the 
importance  of  the  questions  presented,  and  our 
imperious  duty  to  oar  constitnenta^  demanded 
from  OS  frank  and  fearless  action. 

Was  it  not,  then,  in  cose  he  was  right,  moat 
desirable  to  free  the  legislation  of  Congress 
from  bank  infloenee  altogether  1  Would  it  not 
tend  more  than  any  other  eiu^  act  we  could 
perform,  to  take  from  our  deb^es  and  delibera- 
tions  that  bitterness  and  acrimony  which  had 
too  strongly  characterized  them  for  the  last  few 
years,  bat  which,  he  was  proud  to  say,  had 
entered,  in  a  much  less  degree,  into  the  present 
debate  in  the  Senate,  than  into  any  similar  de- 
bate for  many  years  ?  For  himself  he  felt  that 
this  consideration  alone  demanded  the  passage 
of  tiUs  bill ;  that  it  was  entirely  paramount  to 


[Saiun. 

any  objections  he  had  yet  heard  urged  against 
it ;  that  it  was  as  mn^  superior  to  considera- 
tions of  financial  convenience  and  pecuniary 
profit,  as  were  the  purity  and  permanency  of 
oor  political  institutions  to  the  temporal?  ad- 
vantages  of  a  bargain  or  the  &oiliues  of  bor- 
rowing money. 

This  was  not  the  only  advantage  the  Govern- 
ment would  derive  from  a  permanent  separa- 
tion of  its  finances  ftom  the  banks.  It  wodd 
discharge  it  from  that  eternal  round  of  imputa- 
tions to  which,  under  the  connection,  its  every 
flsoal  action  is  subjected.  If  it  be  a  time  oi 
pronierity  and  plenty,  all  are  straying  for  the 
profits  arising  from  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
Government  mods ;  and  the  failure  on  the  part 
of  its  fiscal  offioers  to  seleot  a  f^ven  bank  as  a 
public  depository,  is  not  only  m^|ter  of  per- 
sonal ofieoce,  but  is  immediately  converted  mto 
the^  active  cause  of  all  the  pecuniary  calamities 
which  the  fiieods  and  customers  of  that  bank 
may  experience  through  all  time  to  oome.  If 
it  be  a  lime  of  scarcity  and  pressure,  like  the 
present,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  uptm  the 
mon^  of  the  people  in  aafft-ke^ing  with  the 
banks  is  a  mtmees  attai^  a  war  npon  than, 
and  is  intended  to  pn^vate  the  institntions. 
The  former  kee[^  of  the  fiinds  becomes  a 
merit  and  a  vlrtae,  and  to  ask  for  tiieir  pay- 
meat  to  the  pnUio  creditors  is  ingratitude  and 
injiistice. 

If  the  Ezecative,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  sees  proper  to  issue  an  order  requir- 
ing payment  in  money  for  the  whole,  or  any 
portion  of  the  public  revenue,  this  is  ccmverted 
mto  an  attack  upon  the  banks,  a  distrust  of 
their  credit  and  solvency,  and  a  wrong  inflicted 
by  the  Government  upon  the  whole  people. 
Con  it  be  desirable  to  preserve  a  conneotioa 
which  ia  tbe  subject  of  moassant  ocmplwnt  oa 
the  port  of  the  bonks  and  their  friends^  and  ot 
constant  anborrassmeDt  to  the  operations  oi  the 
pablio  Treasory,  and  of  impatation  upon  the 
most  fiuthful  and  worthy  public  oflScersI  He 
thought  not.  He  considered  this  connection 
of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government  with  tbe 
oredit  and  business  of  the  bonks,  and  of  busi- 
ness and  commercial  men,  and  the  ooostant 
imputations  brought  upon  the  Government 
thereby,  as  promoting  a  political  morality  in  the 
public  mind  most  dangerous  to  our  institations ; 
as  doing  more  to  weuen  the  confidence  of  tbe 
people  in  the  Government  of  their  choice,  than 
any  and  all  other  causes  of  distrust  combmed. 
If  we  would  listen  to  the  slandw  and  nuflreprfr< 
sentatioiis  of  tbe  times,  we  must  believe  that 
all  oor  misfinlnnes,  pnUio  and  private,  are  im- 
putable to  our  Government — all  our  prosperi^ 
to  a  resistance  to  its  measares  and  its  policy. 
And  whence  do  these  imputations  coma^  but 
from  oar  connection  with  the  banks!  They 
all  emanate  from  that  sooroe,  and  from  no 
other.  That  connection  is  now  dissolved,  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  the  voluntary  action 
of  the  banks  themselves;  and  he  would  say,  let 
it  be  pupetaal— 4et  it  never  bo  renewed. 
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The  effect  of  this  measore  upon  the  hanks 
dtould  next  occapj  his  attentton. 

It  had  heen  oonndered  as  a  measare  of  open 
and  violent  hostility  to  those  institotions;  as 
fraught  with  unmixed  evil  to  them.  "Was  this 
the  true  view  of  it?  Had  it  these  exdonve 
tendencies  f  He  thonght  not,  and  he  wonld 
attempt  to  point  out  some  poeitive  benefits  to 
tiie  backs  ftom  ita  adoption. 

It  would  leave  the  State  banks  to  operate 
npOQ  their  own  means — npon  the  capitals  which 
the  re^eotive  State  Legialatnrea  had  thought 
j«roper  to  ^ve  to  them,  and  upon  the  ftmds  de- 
rived from  ihtAr  private  deposttors.  These 
means  would  be  perfeetly  oertun  and  uniform, 
flo  Ukr  as  they  consisted  of  the  capital  of  tbe 
bai^ks,  and  wonld  be  snbject  to  no  dangerous 
flnotnationf%so  ftr  as  thej  consisted  of  private 
deposits.  Hence  tiie  action  of  the  institutions 
could  always  be  regulated  by  a  certain  standard 
— the  extent  of  their  means  for  the  accommo- 
dation  of  their  customers.  This  would  dis- 
charge tbem  from  the  indncement  to  those  dan- 
gerons  expansions  and  contractions,  which  not 
only  promote,  but  cause,  revulsions  snob  as  that 
under  which  the  oonntry  now  suffers. 

The  Government  has  been  charged  with  being 
the  came  of  the  preeent  peoaniuy  embarraa»> 
ments  of  the  oonittry,  and  ne  thonmt  not  with- 
out 8<Hne  fonmdation ;  bnt  he  oonria«^  tiie  oon- 
nection  between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks 
the  only  foundation  for  such  a  charge.  What 
had  we  done  f  We  bad  deposited  our  funds  in 
Uie  State  banks.  A  period  of  unexampled  pros- 
perity had  visited  our  country.  Importations 
had  become  excessive,  and  the  duties  thereupon 
had  swelled  the  public  revenue  from  that  source 
beyond  all  reasonable  anticipation.  The  banks 
received  the  excess  of  revenue  which  the  wants 
of  the  Government  and  the  public  appropria- 
tions did  not  call  for.  The  same  causes  pro- 
moted nnnsoal  and  unexampled  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  thus,  from  both  of  the  great 
aonrces  of  revenue  to  the  United  States^  streama 
were  poured  into  the  public  Treasoiy,  widened 
and  deepened  by  then*  own  accummation  and 
velocity.  The  banks  were  safe-keepers  of  tbe 
public  fdnds,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury, 
and  they  were  also  the  reservoirs  from  which 
the  importing  and  other  merchants  drew  their 
means,  and  from  which  the  speculating  pur- 
ohasers  of  our  immense  domain  were  supplied 
with  fhnds  for  their  operations.  So  far  as  the 
Government  was  concerned,  tbe  consequences 
are  obvious.  The  moment  the  revenue  exceed- 
ed the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  Uie  excesses  fed 
the  pasidon  th^  ought  to  have  oonlavlled.  The 
banks  were  the  reomvers  and  the  pfq^ers.  They 
received,  to  keep  for  the  Goremment,  and 
loaned  to  the  merchants  and  pnrcbaaers  of  our 
knda.  The  system,  in  fact,  and  in  practice, 
was  one  of  indefinite  credit  for  both  duties  and 
lands.  The  money  pud  for  both  went  into  the 
banks  for  safe-keying.  Tbe  Treasnry  did  not 
want  it  or  call  for  it  for  payment  of  Uie  public 
dms.  The  banka  lomea  it  to  tii^  onatomm, 
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who  were  the  payers  for  duties  and  lands. 
Under  these  ciremnstanoea,  and  this  action  of 
the  system,  excesses  were  inevitable,  uid  they 
had  visited  their  consequences  sweepingly  ufon 
the  country  and  upon  tne  Treasnry  itself. 

Ought  not  this  state  of  things  to  be  a  lesson 
to  the  wise  not  to  renew  a  connection  which 
had  been  so  disastrous  to  every  interest  in- 
volved! To  ttie  Government  and  the  puUio 
Treasury,  as  a  or^litor  of  the  banks;  to  the 
banks,  as  debtors  to  the  TreasaiT  and  creditors 
to  the  citizens ;  and  to  the  peo|MB  at  large,  and 
espedally  to  the  oommercial  einnnHmity,  as 
debtors  to  the  bunks. 

But  it  is  said  the  withdrawal  ft<om  ttie  State 
banks  of  our  confidence,  countenance,  and  pa- 
tronage, in  this  particular,  will  prostrate  and 
destroy  thoee  institutions ;  that  the  attempt  to 
separate  the  finances  of  this  Government  from 
them,  is,  in  effect,  a  declaration  of  war  against 
them,  which  they  cannot  snrrive.  Is  this,  can 
this,  1m  so  t  WUl  any  sound  and  solvent  State 
bank  fail,  because  the  United  States  does  not 
entrust  to  it  the  safe-keeping  of  the  moneys  of 
the  people?  Did  the  State  Legislatures,  in 
chartering  these  banks,  expect  or  intend  tbat 
th^  cre£t  or  solvency  should  be  snstidned  1^ 
the  l^slotion  of  Congress,  or  the  use  of  m 
fbnds  of  the  Federal  Government.  If  so,  why 
have  th^  limited  and  fixed  their  respective 
capitals,  and  attempted  to  set  bounds  to  tbeir 
op«rations!  Why  have  they  asugned  different 
amounts  of  capital  to  different  banks,  dependent 
upon  their  location  and  business  associations? 
Certainly  no  other  answer  can  be  given  to  these 
interrogatories,  than  that  they  intended  that 
each  bank  should  have  a  capital  equal  tottie 
wants  of  the  bnuness  community  snrroun^ng 
it,  and  that  all  the  banks  of  th«r  crestion 
shonld  have  a  credit  and  confidence  with  tiie 
people,  and  should  transact  a  business  propor- 
tioned to  the  capitals  grsated  to  them  respect- 
ively, and  not  beyond  that  limit.  Ton,  thw, 
by  making  your  depodts  with  these  institu' 
tiMis,  destroy  the  proportions  which  the  State 
Legislatores  have  intended  to  establish  and  pre- 
serve. Your  deposits  are  treated  as  capital  by 
the  banks,  and  an  extension  of  their  loans,  and 
an  augmentation  of  their  business,  beyond  tbat 
which  their  own  meuis  would  allow,  is  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  your  patronage.  Can 
this  disposition  of  your  moneys  ful  to  promote 
exoessive  banking  ?  The  members  of  the  State 
Leg^atores  have  a  knowledge  of  the  bnsiaess 
wants  of  all  the  places  at  which  they  locate 
banks,  and  their  ol^cot  is  to  measare  the  bank- 
ing ca^ntal  at  any  ^ven  point  by  the  wauta  at 
business  at  that  pomt.  When  they  have  duia 
that  you  oome  u  with  your  dqwsits,  distrib- 
uted, not  upon  the  basis  which  governs  the 
State  Legislatures,  but  according  to  your  oon- 
venience  for  receipt  or  dbbursement.  The 
consequence  is,  that  you  pour  your  millions  into 
these  State  institutions,  without  reference  to 
the  lef^timato  bunnees  calls  for  banking  facil- 
ities Sb  the  pointa  vhen  your  deposua  are 
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mode ;  and  thoa  derange  and  destroy  the  pro- 
portioDB,  as  to  tbese  facilities,  vhioh  the  local 
L^ifdatares  have  determined  to  be  safe  and 
proper.  In  this  waj  yonr  patronage  becomes 
an  evil,  and  not  a  bmefit.  It  atimnlates  the 
ODindi^  of  the  banJo,  and  tbey,  in  torn,  atimn- 
late  the  capidit  J  of  the  tnulneaa  eommnnitj 
aronnd  them,  until  excesses  on  the  part  of  all 
produces  reTUwn,  distxess,  and  banKmptojr. 

In  every  light,  then,  in  which  he  couM  view 
tlus  matter,  it  was  his  deliberate  opinion  that' 
the  b«^  would  be  benefited,  and  not  ii^ored, 
by  mritipg  the  existiD^  separation  between 
them  and  the  pablio  Treasury  perpetoal.  The 
passage  of  this  bill,  at  this  time,  might  have 
some  tendency  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the 
ecnnimmity  in  the  institntioos ;  bnt,  if  snoh  a 
oonseqaence  mtut  attend  this  change  of  oar 
policy,  00 old  there  be  a  better  time  than  the 
iveseut  to  make  that  change  I  The  banks  are 
DOW— ^  would  not  say  mwdvent,  for  he  did 
not  beUere  that  vaa  tho  oondition  of  any  large 
portton  of  tiian-— bnt  miable  to  pay  the  de- 
naods  upon  them.  That  &ct  was  avowed  by 
titemaelves,  and  known' to  all  the  world.  Th^ 
were  in  a  qitaii  insolvent  state,  and  all  the  dis- 
trast  which  oonld  grow-  out  of  such  a  condition 
they  had  broOj^t  upon  themselves  by  their  vol- 
untary sospenrion  of  specie  payments.  It  was 
in  vun,  then,  to  talk  of  the  delicacy  of  their 
present  credits.  That  delicacy  bad  been  de- 
stroyed by  their  own  aot,  and  before  they  could 
ever  again  restore  themselves  to  the  confidence 
of  the  ctnnmnuity  they  most  be  sonnd  in  fact, 
and  able  to  disohar^  to  the  fullest  extent 
every  6bligati<»i  which  general  distnut  could 
hAag  against  them.  It  was  aroneons  to  sup- 
pom  that  they  oonld  ever  resume  and  anatain 
apwM  payments  until  they  were  thus  prepared 
and  tbos  armed.  They  must  build  up  lor  them- 
selves a  new  oharaoter,  based  upon  a  perfect 
fulfilment  of  all  their  obligations.  If^  then,  we 
are  to  separate  from  them,  and  that  separation 
is  to  have  any  tendency  to  affect  tiieir  credit, 
this  is  the  very  period  when  it  is  most  desirable 
to  them  that  the  declaration  of  a  perpetoal  di- 
Toroemoit  should  he  made.  Kow  it  can  do 
them  no  harm.  They  are  already  in  a  condi- 
tion from  which  main  strength  alone  can  raise 
them ;  iHit  at  a  time  when  weir  credit  was  un- 
BOipeeted,  and  their  <^>erations  unemburassed 
and  iuiiiq>eded,  the  measore  might  give  them 
an  ii^Juriras  Aock.  Let  it  be  dooe  now,  there- 
fbi;^  that,  when  tbey  do  rise,  it  may  be  dis- 
tinctiy  known  that  thi^  rise  upon  their  own 
strength,  unaided  by  our  patronage,  and  un- 
trammelled  by  our  movements. 


TuxsDAT,  October  S. 

Stiif'Th'MtuTy  Bill. 

Tbe  Senile  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
Inll  to  provide  for  the  eolleotion  and  keeping 
of  the  puUio  money,  with  the  amendment 
offiered  by  Mr.  OAUunnr. 


[Skmats. 

[A  further  debate  ensued,  in  wblcJi  Hesras.  Cal- 
houn, Webster,  and  Buchanan,  were  tbe  speaken, 
diiefly  in  support  oi  pntrknuij  expressed  opinions^ 
and  in  reply  to  oljeedons.] 

The  question  was  put  on  Tltr.  Oumnnr^ 
amendment,  which  was  as  follows : 
Add  tbe  following  as  a  new  section : 

See.  — .  And  h«  it  fmilur  ttuKltdy  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  «ritteai  hundred  and 
thirty-^ght,  the  resoKittmi  d^teen  hundnd  and 
■ixteeo,  anthorixing  tbe  rec^Ting  oS  notes  of  specie* 
p«7iiu;  banks  in  dnes  to  the  GoTemment,  shall  be  so 
modified  that  <Hi]y  three-fourths  of  the  amount  due 
to  the  Qovenuoent  tor  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  or  other  debta,  maj  be  received  in  the  notes 
of  apccie-pajing  banks ;  and,  that  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-half  nay  be  so  reo^ved ;  and  frtai  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  dghteen  hundred  and 
forty,  one-fourth ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  ei^teen  hundred  and  fort^-oue,  all  sums 
due  for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  other  debta 
to  the  Government,  and  all  payments  to  the  G^eral 
Post  Office,  shall  be  pud  in  gold  and  ^ver  ctun  only, 
or  in  such  notes,  UUs,  or  inper,  issued  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  directed  to  be 
received  by  lav ;  and  from  and  after  the  said  first  day 
of  Janiury,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  every  officer  or  agent  eng^red  in  ntaking  dfa^ 
bnisements  on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  General  Post  Office,  shall  make  all  payments  in 
gold  and  silver  coin  mly,  or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or 
paper,  iasoed  as  aforesaid,  when  authorized  by  lair; 
and  any  receiving  or  diabornng  officer,  or  agent,  who 
shfdl  n^lect,  evade,  or  violate  the  provisions  of  this .  . 
section,  shall  be.dlsmlBsed  the  sqrrice,  and  shall  for> 
feit  all  compensation  whidi  may  then  be  doe  him. 

And  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Teas.— Vessn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Kbg  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Nor^ 
veil,  Rerce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Bmith  oT  Connecticut, 
StraDge,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Toung 
—24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Blade,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Kni^ 
HcKean,  Nicholas,  Prentist,  Preston,  Rives,  RoW^ns, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Sirift, 
Tallmadge,  'Hpton,  Webster,  White— 28, 

The  amendmoit  offered  by  Hr.  Rivbs  as  a 
•ubstitate  for  the  whole  bill,  (authorizing  the 
reoeptiim  of  the  bills  of  all  apecie-paying  banks 
not  issuing  notes  of  less  than  was  loat 

by: 

Teas.— Messrs.  Baprd,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georj^  Kniidit, 
McKean,  NIdiolas,  Prentiss,  Fruton,  Kves,  Robuns, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Splice,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 22. 

Nat& — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Oalhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Khig  of  AJabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Fierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Serier,  &aitii  of 
CODoecticot,  Sbw^.  Walker,  Wall,  Willian^ 
Wiigfat,  Joaaft—M. 
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Mr.  Pbbston  ofibred  a  substitute  for  the  bill, 
naUng  it  the  duty  of  the  Seoretarr  of  the 
Treaaury  to  make  spedal  deponts  of  the  accm- 
ing  revennes  of  the  Uoited  States  in  baaka 
most  coiiTeniently  situated,  and  to  make  SQch 
terma  with  them  as  in  his  jndgmmt  vonld  best 
promote  the  pablic  interest. 

This  snbatitQte  was  lost  by : 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  KentoAy, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight^ 
HcKean,  Nicholas,  Frentias,  Freaton,  Bivea,  Bobtuta, 
Bniith  of  Indiana,  SoQ^urd,  Sprae^  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Webster,  WUte— 22. 

Katb. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Onmdy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Unn,  Lyon,  Uorris,  Nilea, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Bobinaon,  Seiier,  Smith  of 
Connecti<»it,  Strai^  Walker,  Wall,  WlUiama, 
Wri^t,  Tonng— 26. 

Ht.  BcoHABAir  moved  an  amendment: 

"  That  it  aball  be  the  daty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
^casury  to  prescribe  regulationa  to  enforce  the  pre- 
aentatlon  of  all  Govenimcnt  drafts  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable ;  and  to  prescribe  the  time 
— according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  deposi- 
tories— wi^in  Ttuch  they  shall  be  presented  for  pay* 
meuL" 

Mr.  Cbtitendbn  deprecated  the  great  and 
arbitrary  power  conferred  by  aiieh  a  clanse  up- 
on the  Secretary. 

Mr.  BnoHAKAK  amended  his  amendment  by 
adding  to  it  the  f<dlowing : 

**  And  in  default  of  such  presentation,  to  preacribe 
any  other  mode  and  place  of  payment  wbkh  he  may 
deem  proper." 

The  amendment,  so  modified,  was  agreed 
to. 

A  long  discnaaion  took  place  on  an  amend- 
ment onered  by  Mr.  Mobbis,  proposing  that  no 
notes  should  be  received  from  any  bank  which 
were  not  payable  at  the  place  issue. 

Mr.  Stsangb  offered,  as  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  MoBBis^s  amendment,  to  strike  oat  the  re- 
strictioa  as  to  notes  under  $6 ;  which  amend- 
ment prevailed  as  follows: 

Teas. — Uessrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Ala.,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King 
o!  Ala.,  Knight,  Z^nn,  Lyon,  Nicbolea,  Frentias, 
Boane,  BoWm,  Sevier,  Spoaoe,  Steange,  Bwlft,  Wall, 
Wright,  YeeDg--24. 

Nats.— Hessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Bladt,  Bwdianan, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Kins  of  Geo^  HcKean. 
If  orris,  Nilcs,  Xorvell,  Rerce,  Bivea,  Robinaon,  Smith 
of  Conn.,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Tiptm,  Walker,  White, 
WQliams— 20. 

Mr.  MoBBu'ft  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
adtmted— ayes  26,  noes  not  connted. 

Mr.  Bektoh  offered  an  amendment  author- 
idi^  a  premium  of  one  per  eait.  on  gold  coin 
paid  into  the  Tresasnry;  which  b^g  objected 
to,  he  lud  it  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  attach 
U  to  some  other  bill. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  tndered  to  a  third 
reading  l^^  the  fidloving  vote : 
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Yeab. — ^Hessra  Allen,  Briton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Rerce,  Roane,  RobinecHi,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Cameo- 
ticut.  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WUliama,  Wright, 
Young— 26. 

Xatb. — Uessrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Eentut^, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Geo., 
Knight,  UcKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Proton,  Bivei^ 
Robbina,  Smith  of  In^ana,  Southard,  Spence,  Sirift, 
Tallmadge,  IDpton,  Webster,  White— 28. 


Wbsnbsdat,  October  4. 
TTie  Svh-Tretuury  Bill 

The  engrossed  bill  was  read  the  tliird  time; 

The  Chaib  stated  the  qnestion  to  be,  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass? " 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate ;  Mr.  President,  I  confess,  air,  when  this 
delicate  and  important  subject  was  first  bronght 
forward,  I  had  some  hesitation,  some  doobt,  as 
to  its  probable  tendency ;  but  the  more  I  have 
redected,  deliberated,  investigated  the  subject^ 
the  better  I  'have  become  satisfied  that  its 
effects  will  be  salutary,  in  regard  to  the  imme- 
diate intereata  <^  the  Gkrvemment  itself,  and 
that  they  will  not  be  pemieions;  bnt,  on  the 
contrary,  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple— our  constitnents. 

As  the  measure  was  at  first  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  finance,  I  apprenended  the  dis- 
connection—divorce, if  you  choose— of  the 
Government  from  the  bamts  wonld  be  too  sud- 
den, and  would  consequently  cripple  the  banks, 
and  occasion  a  shock  in  the  monetary  afbirs 
of  the  country  generally.  But  sir,  these 
prehensiona  have  been  obviated  and  removed 
by  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Oarolina,  (Ur.  Oaibouh),  as  it  Is  bow 
modified.  Under  thst  ammdment,  the  UHs  of 
such  banks  as  now  pay  specie,  or  as  Tasj  think 
proper  to  resnme  specie  payments,  wiU  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment,  ana  to  the  fidl  amount, 
of  all  public  dnea,  for  customs,  lands,  &e.,  till 
the  1st  of  January,  1889;  thereafter,  three- 
fourths  of  such  public  duea,  till  the  1st  of  Jan- 
nary,  1840 ;  therenftCT  one-half  till  the  Isfc  of 
January,  1841 ;  and,  thereafter,  one-fonrtfa  till 
the  1st  of  January,  1842. 

Here,  then,  is  inducement,  held  out  to  the 
banks  now  paying,  to  continue,  and  to  soeh  as 
have  stopped,  to  resume,  apecie  pnyments.  We 
say  to  them,  in  effect — *'  We  invite  yon  to^re- 
sume  spede  payments;  show  that  yon  are  wd- 
Tcnt,  uiat  yonr  notes  are  oonverliUe  into  spe- 
cie when  desirable,  and  we  will  receive  than 
in  payment  for  public  lands,  and  for  all  other 
revenue;"  in  the  strong  language  of  aome  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  us — "do 
this,  and  we  will  endorse  your  notes."  What 
stron^r  motive  could  be  held  qnt  to  such 
banking  institnttous  aa  are  solvent,  honest,  and 
desirous  to  effectuate  ^e  purjioses  of  their 
creation!  If  the  pnblio  interest  and  conven- 
ience be  the  ot^Mt  of  bnk  (Urefltora,  as 
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linatdy  they  onght,  would  they  not,  by  re- 
BpoAding  to  tills  invitation  and  offer  on  onr 
part,  give  greater  value  to  tiieir  paper — give  it 
a  wider  circulation — and  adapt  it  to  the  use 
and  interest  of  the  conunnnityt  And  would 
not  snch  banks  as  reaomed,  at  once  derive  all 
the  advantages  of  snperior  credit,  famish  the 
eircalating  mediam,  and  do  the  bnsiness  of  the 
eoontry,  to  the  ezclo^on  of  such  as  foiled,  or 
refbsed  to  comply  t  The  aaawa  is  pai^iable — 
no  man  can  donbt  on  these  qnestiona. 

Ag^Oj^r:  The  change ui  tiie  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  pablie  revenue,  in  tiie  kind  of 
money  receivable  for  it,  will  be  so  gradual  as 
to  occasion  no  shock  whatever  to  the  credit  of 
the  banks,  or  to  the  commercial  commanity. 
Before  we  entirely  discontinae  receiving  bank 
paper,  more  than  four  years  will  have  elapsed. 
All  this  time  will  be  allowed  for  the  banks  and 
merchants  to  adapt  their  bnsinesss  to  the  new 
eystem  contemplated,  and  conform  their  bus- 
iness to  the  new  state  of  things.  It  will  give 
time  for  the  State  Legislatures  to  relate  tbeir 
banking  institutions,  bo  as,  in  future,  to  prevent 
over-issnee  of  paper;  to  restrain  them  from 
genera,tiDg,  or  encouraging,  a  spirit  of  over- 
trading and  inordinate  speonlation ;  to  restrain 
them  from  making  promises  they  oannot  re- 
deem, and  thus  restore  to  the  country  a  sound 
drculating  medium,  and  the  Just  equilibrium 
of  trade,  and  business  of  every  description. 

Uorcover,  we  ourselves  shall  have  time  to 
see  how  the  new  system  works — ^to  check  its 
velocity,  if  it  be  too  great— «r  accelerate  it,  if 
it  be  too  alow ;  and  modify  it,  in  all  respects, 
as  its  results  may  indicate  to  be  safe  and  expe- 
dient. As  already  shown,  no  change  in  the  de- 
scription of  funds,  receivable  for  public  dues, 
will  take  place  for  the  next  fifteen  months ;  for 
4he  year  1^0]  a  redaction  of  one-fourth ;  for 
1840,  ono-half  may  be  paid  in  specie-paying 
bank  pi^>er ;  and  so  on  to  the  consummation 
of  the  plan.  If  it  be  discovered  that  the  policy 
operates  ii^ariotuly,  there  will  be  ample  time 
to  amend  or  modify  it. 

But,  sir,  I  have  no  apprehension  that  any  in- 
Jorioua  result  will  follow  the  adoption  of  this 
measure.  The  chief  emliarrassments  of  the 
^immunity  have  arisen  ont  of  inordinate  expan- 
sions of  the  circulating  medium,  excessive  ac- 
commodations, begetting  extravagance,  and 
reckless  specalations;  and  then  sudden  con- 
tractions, withdrawals  of  those  enonnons  loans, 
redactions  the  amount  of  circulation,  and 
thus,  almost  in  a  moment,  redooing  the  vdue 
of  property  one-third,  sometimes  one-half.  Th» 
Government  depodts  have,  donbUess,  hereto- 
fore, nnrtnred  uid  increased  tills  propensity  of 
flJl  banks  to  excessive  issues  and  accommoda- 
tions. They  have  loaned  out  the  public  money 
as  if  their  own,  and  when  called  npon  to  pay 
it  over,  they  have  been  necessarily  compelled 
to  press  ana  coerce  payments  fi>om  their  bor- 
rowers, who  had,  in  their  turn,  treated  this 
borrowed  money  as  their  own ;  and  have  tiius 
ocoarioDsd  anbarrMment^  the  ■•orifice  ik 


property,  and  in  too  many  instances,  the  im- 
poverishment and  ruin  of  their  customers.  To 
iUuBtrate  the  correctness  of  these  mnarks,  I 
need  only  refer  yon  to  the  greater  pecuniary 
distress  aud  embarrassment  of  communities 
around  any  of  the  banks,  which  have  been 
lai^  depositories  of  the  public  money,  compar- 
ed with  those  remote  from  such  iastitationa. 
If  they  have  no  large  sums  of  pablio  money  on 
general  depo^k  on  which  to  grant  accommoda- 
tions, they  wiu  know  and  miderstand  better 
the  proper  limits  to  prescribe  to  their  liberal^ 
Uj\  thqr  will  have  no  flnctoationa,  no  angmeo- 
t^ona,  no  diminntions  of  capital  to  mislead 
them ;  their  accommodations  will  be  more  mii* 
form,  and  the  amount  of  their  circnlation  bear 
some  relation  to  t^e  amount  of  specie  in  their 
vaults.  This  being  brought  about,  the  value 
of  produce,  and  property  of  all  descriptions, 
will  be  more  steady  and  uniform ;  we  shall  not 
have  a  negro,  costing  a  thoosand  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  to-day,  sold  twelve  months 
hence  to  pay  half  the  amount  of  consideration 
— land  at  one  time  worth  fifty  dollars  per  acre, 
at  another  not  more  than  twenty — and  our 
great  staple,  one  while  commanding  twenty-five 
dollars,  and  then  not  worth  eight. 

Sir,  the  Government  on^^t,  Sways,  to  be  aUe 
to  command  its  flinds,  and  have  them  ever 
ready  to  meet  any  exigency.  Experience  hoi 
taoght  ns,  that  this  cannot  be  expected  while 
we  rely  on  banks.  Gentiemen  tell  as  that,  al- 
though the  State  bai^  have  failed  to  meet  our 
expectations,  we  ought  to  continue  their  agen- 
cy. They  ask  us,  would  we  discontinue  the  use 
of  steamboats,  because  a  boiler  may  sometimes 
explode,  and  produce  fatal  results  1  By  no 
means,  sir,  wlme  care  and  skiU  may  reasonably 
be  expected  to  ensure  safety,  and  prevent  sooh 
calamities.  But,  were  we  to  discover  that  the 
machineiy  is  entirely  nnowtrdlable,  and  the 
boiler  liable  to  spontaneous  oombustion — carry- 
ing nnivenal  misery  and  death  among  tiie  pas- 
sengers and  crew,  m  despite  of  all  flie  scienMk 
vi^ance,  and  fidelity  of  the  engineer — wunia 
it  be  wise  or  prudent  to  trust  ourselves  on 
board  ?  What  would  have  been  the  situation 
of  the  country  in  May  last,  when  the  banks 
Bospepded  specie  payments,  had  we  been  in- 
volved in  war  with  some  powerful  foreign 
enemy  f  Whatever  might  have  been  the  emer- 
gency, we  should  not  have  been  able  to  have 
commanded  the  resources  of  the  nation.  We 
might  have  been  without  a  dollar  for  the  pay 
or  subtistence  of  an  army  to  renst  the  invaders; 
onr  enet^es  wonld  have  been  crippled ;  and 
the  moat  disastrons  oonseonaioeB  might  have 
followed.  When  we  find  that  each  is  the  nn- 
fortunate  tendency  of  "the  experiment,"  as 
gentiemen  choose  to  call  it,  it  is  time  we  should 
abandon  it,  by  whomsoever  instituted  or  ap- 
proved, heretofore. 

But,  sir,  was  not  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  an  "  experiment,"  and  has  not  that  also 
fidled  to  answer  Jnst  -expectatimf  No  other 
Government  but  onr  own,  ever  did  emploj- 
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such  a  fiscal  agent,  with  powers  of  the  same 
moguitade.  It  was,  indeed,  &  fearfiil  exper- 
iment, and  well  nigh  fatal  ia  its  results.  Yet, 
the  recharter  of  the  late  United  States  Bank,  or 
the  establishment  of  a  new  one,  is  now  an- 
nounced as  Hie  only  efficient  reme^— the  sov- 
ereign panaoea^for  existiiig  evils.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentacky  Qb,  Out)  has,  to  mj 
astonishment,  gone  so  nr  as  to  identafj  the  es- 
tablishment of  snch  an  institution  with  the 
permanency  of  the  Union  1  It  woald  seem,  the 
qnestion  of  a  national  bank  is  always  portentous 
— 'Involving  conseqnenees  of  a  most  alarming 
character.  Shortly  after  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  from  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  we  were  told,  by  the  same  distinguished 
gentieman,  that  we  were  then  "  in  the  midst 
of  a  revolution  1"  and  the  sentiment  was  re- 
sponded to,  by  the  prenes  and  politicians  of 
the  oppo^tloo,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  otlier.  We  were  told,  on  the  very  floors 
oi  Ck>ngress,  that  the  deposits  must  be  restored, 
or  a  revolution  was  at  band.  The  same  senti- 
ment was  announced,  when  two  members  of 
Oongress,  daring  the  same  paido  aeadiM,  ad- 
dressed an  assembled  mnltitnde  in  Baltimore  on 
Sunday.  According  to  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  it  was  said,  by  way  of  justification,  "there 
were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary  times  I " 
Sir,  the  subject  of  a  national  or  United  States 
bank  cannot  be  touched  without  an  attempt  to 
produce  excitement  and  agitation.  It  affords 
one  of  the  most  conclusive  reasons  against  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution,  that  it  has 
the  ability  to  produce  snoh  tremendous  effects. 
The  concentration  of  moh  m  immense  money- 
ed power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  indlvidnals,  is 
at  war  with  our  peace  and  qidet ;  too  dangeroas 
to  our  liberties.  It  would  soon  control  aR  our 
elections,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and 
direct  tho  operations,  nay,  usurp  the  powers, 
of  the  Government  itsdf. 
When  Mr.  Out,  of  Alabama^  eondoded  his 


Mr.  Wbbsteb  rose,  and  said  that  perh^  he 
ought  to  feel  obliged  to  the  member  from  Ala- 
bama for  his  quotation  and  adoption  of  a  re- 

Ct,  wholly  without  foondation,  which  had 
n  circulated  in  the  newspapers  several  years 
ago.  That  report  was,  that  at  a  meeting  of 
many  dtimu  on  a  Sundi^  in  Baltimore,  at  the 
time  of  the  excitement  in  the  country,  created 
by  the  withdrawing  depodte^  he  bad 
that  tiiere  were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary 
times.  That,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  was  a  vile 
falsehood  and  slander.  I  never  ^d  any  such 
thing  either  then  or  at  any  other  time.  Having 
been  home,  on  indispensaUe  business,  I  was 
hastening  back  to  my  seat  here  to  vote  on  very 
important  measures  then  pending,  and  in  re- 
gard to  which  friends  had  written  to  me  to  lose 
no  time.  When  I  arrived  in  Baltimore,  on  a 
Sunday  evening,  being  in  company  with  the 
distinguished  and  honorable  gentleman  who 
represented,  at  that  time,  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia in  the  other  House  of  Oaqgress,  we  found, 


on  landing  from  the  boat,  and  r^xuriog  to  the 
hotel,  a  collection  of  people,  assembled  without 
our  procurement  or  knowledge.  We  each  ad- 
dressed a  few  observ^ons  to  them  on  the  ab- 
sorbing public  topics  which  bad  drawn  them 
together ;  and  Hob  we  iblt  bound  to  do  out  of 
respect  to  them,  and  as  the  readiest  mode  of 
restoriug  to  the  day  the  quiet  and  repose  which 
are  so  important  to  its  propw  observanee.  But 
no  snch  language  and  no  snch  sentiment  as  the 
member  has  quoted  or  ollnded  to  to-day  e9cq>- 
ed  from  either  of  us.  I  should  not,  of  course, 
have  noticed  in  my  place  here  the  ori^al  slan- 
der if  it  had  not  been  alluded  to  by  others, 

Mr.  Clay  ngoined  that  he  biiieved,  what- 
ever might  be  the  character  of  the  rep(»1,  it 
had  emanated  from  newspapers  which  sa^p<nt- 
ed  the  correctness  of  the  gentleman's  p<Mition ; 
tiiat  he  spoke  from  the  newspaper  account, 
which  he  had  never  before  heard  controvert- 
ed. 

Mr.  WsBsmt  said  he  pnmonnoed  flie  wbola 
stoiy  a  Tile  dander,  whether  reported  of  bim> 
fldf  or  his  fiiend.  K^tfaer  of  us,  dr,  (sidd  Mr. 
W.,)  enressed  any  such  sentiment^  nor  anr 
thing  like  it.  The  whole  matter  was  originu 
and  unmixed  calumny, 

Mr.  OuLT,  of  Alabama,  in  reply,  stated  that, 
if  it  was  a  mistake  or  a  calumny,  it  proceeded 
entirely  from  the  papers  in  &vor  of  Giq  political 
principles  advocated  by  Mr.  W.,  and  it  had  not 
proceeded  from,  or  been  circolated  in,  papers 
of  the  other  side.  This  was  the  first  time  he 
bed  heard  it  contradicted ;  and.  hearing  it  from 
such  a  source,  he  was  satisfied  he  must  have 
been  misinformed. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  dedded  in  the  affirmatiTe  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

TxiS.— UesDS.  Allen,  Bent<m,  Brown,  BotAunni, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Onmdy,  Hub- 
bard, EJi:^  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Ljron,  Morris,  Kiles^ 
Norvell,  ^erce,  Boane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young— 28. 

Njlts.— Mesen.  BaTird,  Blat^,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  ^ng  of  Ge^A, 
Knight,  HcEean,  Kicbolas,  FrentiaB.  Robiuns,  Sidth 
of  IniUina,  Southard,  Swift,  Talbnadg^  Tipton, 
Webster,  Wlute— SO. 

Bo  the  biU  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Bonas 
of  Bepresentatives  for  concnrrenoe. 


WxDHMDAT,  October  11. 
Mr.  MadiaoTCa  Papen. 
Hr,  Waix,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  bill  relinquishing  to  Mrs. 
Madison  tiie  copyright  in  foreign  coun trios  to 
the  late  Fre«dent  Madison's  Journal  of  the  De- 
bates of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution ;  and  also  the  avails  of  snch  con- 
tracts as  had  been  made  by  her  relative  to  its 
publication,  prior  to  the  law  of  the  lost  aearion, 
which  authorized  the  purchase  of  those  papers 
by  Gorenmnnt. 
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Thubsdat,  Ootober  1%. 
AnnaaUon,  Temu. 

Ifr.  Wnem  ssid  he  roee  to  preeent  a  great 
Bunbw  of  memoriak  and  pemons  agunst  the 
UBeantiMi  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
Xheae  papers,  he  said,  were  sent  to  him,  some 
of  thou  m>in  most  <tf  the  Korthem  and  Eastern 
States.  Thej  vere  nomeroniL  and  some  of 
tiiem  oontuned  several  thoiuaDa  dgnatares.  In 
some  instances  he  knew  the  ugners,  and  knew 
them  to  be  highlj  respectable  persons,  and  he 
fiannd  among  m»  names  persons  of  all  parties 
in  politica,  and  all  sects  in  religion. 

At  (me  time,  Hr.  W.  said,  he  had  thon^ht  it 
migbt  be  as  well  not  to  present  these  petitions 
the  next  seseicHi.  Bat  it  tmng  now  official- 
W  known  that  the  annezatttm  of  Texas  to  &e 
United  States  had  beoome  the  soljeot  of  com- 
amnioatiou  between  the  two  GoTemments,  the 
time  had  come  when  it  was  proper  that  those 
dtizens  who  wished  to  protest  agunst  any  sach 
annexMion  should  make  th^  suiUinents  known 
to  their  own  Oorenunent. 

Ifr.  Swirr,  Mr.  MoKkait,  and  Mr.  Wiixiahs, 
also  presented  remoostrutces  on  the  same  sab- 
jeet,  from  citizens  of  their  respective  States, 
which  were  soTerallj  Isid  on  the  table. 

ZatB  ff  JBantrt^teg  agamtt  JBanhrvpt  BanH. 

Mr.  GniniDT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
^dory,  to  whwn  was  refiured  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  related  to  bankniptcj, 
moved  that  thp  octnmittee  be  discharged  fhnn 
the  fiirther  ccmaderslion  of  that  sabjeot. 

Mr.  Bknton  said :  The  recommoidation  of 
the  Preudent  for  a  bankmpt  law,  applicable  to 
banks  and  bankers,  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  repeated  animadversion  on  this  floor,  and 
that  while.tbe  subject  was  not  before  the  Sen- 
ate, bat  in  the  hands  of  a  omnmlttee.  I  noticed 
Aese  BJiimadversions  on  a  fbnner  occasion,  not 
for  aignment  but  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
their  aaparliamentaiy  character;  to  dissent 
fixMn  their  jastness ;  to  express.mj  own  appro- 
bation of  the  reoranmendi^ion ;  and  to  declare 
myself  ready  to  snj^rt  it,  whenever  it  conld 
be  done  in  a  parilamentaiy  nuumw,  and  with- 
ont  ohli^ning  into  a  disoosrion  finmgn  to  the 
sabject  m  hand.  The  snitable  occasion  now 
presents  itself;  and  I  embrace  it  with  pleasnre, 
that  the  great  remedial  measure  proposed  by 
the  President,  and  oalled  for  by  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  pet^le,  and  by  the  ofaaraoter  of 
the  ooantry,  may  not  be  prqadiced  by  the  nn- 
parliBments]7  and  precocions  assaults  which 
have  been  made  npon  it. 

'  At  the  head  of  those  who  have  made  the  at^ 
iaek  on  this  part  of  the  Message,  and  whose 
ol^tetioaa  cover  all  the  ground  whkih  has  since 
been  ooci^ed     othersi  is  the  Senator  from 

Toi.  xnu-^ 


Massachusetts,  who  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  Treasury  note  bill,  (Mr.  Wkbsteb.)  That 
SHiator  spoke  briefly,  but  comprehensively, 
agdnst  this  Executive  recommendation.  He 
presented  all  the  points  whioh  others  have 
since  elaborated.  In  answering  him,  I  answer 
aU. 

The  oltfeolionB  whieh  the  Senator  flrom  Ma^ 
aacdraeetts  takes  to  the  Exeentive  reoommendft* 
tion  are  of  a  two-fold  character :  first,  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  pass  a' 
bankmpt  law,  confined  to  moneyed  corporar 
tions  and  to  bankers,  and  with  a  view  to  ope- 
rate upon  the  paper  coirenoy;  aeeondly,  to 
the  consistency  of  the  Preddent  in  ha^ngmada 
such  a  recommendation. 

I  take  up  the  secmid  of  these  oljectjons  first, 
because  it  creates  a  preijndice  against  the  whole 
recommendation  of  the  President.  The  impu- 
tation of  inoooristency  creates  a  pr^udice ;  and 
it  is  necessary  to  remove  that  pr^udioe  Irafore 
the  recommendation  can  be  fairly  con^dered. 
The  inconsiBtency  Impnted,  lies  in  the  supposed, 
diwdaimer  of  the  Prewdent  <tf  aU  federal  an- 
Ihority  over  the  currency,  and  then,  an  as- 
samption  of  power  to  regulate  that  currency, 
and  to  regulate  it  by  an  nnaothorized  exercise 
of  the  power  to  pass  bankrupt  laws.  This  is 
the  point  of  the  imputed  inconsistency.  It  all 
torns  upon  this  word  currency ;  and  now,  what 
currency  does  the  Senator  m>m  Massachusetts 
meant  Certunly  not  the  otirrency  of  the 
constitution ;  for  the  President  recites  the 
power  to  coin  that  currency,  and  to  r^ulate  its 
value.  It  must  be  the  paper  currency — the 
local  bank  notes  and  the  shm-plasters — which 
are  intended ;  and,  if  so,  I  have  to  remark  that 
the  President  very  explicitiy  discldms  both  the 
authority,  and  the  expediency,  of  having  re- 
course to  a  national  bank  to  regulate  that  spe- 
cies of  currency.  He  disclaims  that  instrument 
of  regulation ;  and  in  doing  so,  he  stands  upoU 
the  oonstitntion,  which  disowns  its  existence: 
upon  the  fact,  which  shows  its  impotency ;  and 
upon  the  ground  whioh  the  authors  of  the  first 
national  bank  occupied,  and  to  whom  the  regu- 
lation of  currency  and  of  exchanges  was  wholly 
unknown  as  among  the  reasons  lor  its  creation. 
These  reasons  are  of  modem  conception  and 
recent  date.  They  are  an  after-thought  of  the 
snbsequent  sapporters  of  the  secMid  nati«ul 
bank.  The  Prendent  disdaims  also  a  power  to 
suppress  the  local  banking  institutions  by  flsde- 
ral  l^^isUtion ;  bat  he  nowhere  disclainu  the 
autiioribr  to  prevent  thcdr  pn>er  issues  from 
superseding  md  expelling  the  hard  money  cur- 
rcDcy  of  the  constitntion.  On  the  contrary,  he 
claims  that  power,  and  ptnnts  to  the  sources  of 
its  rightful  exercise  in  the  incidental  effects  of 
federal  le^slation  in  &vor  of  hard  money  aa 
necessarily  improving  the  condition  of  paper 
currency ;  and  then  he  points  to  the  bankmpt 
power  as  fomishing  the  direct  means  of  check- 
mg  tiie  issues  of  non-specio  paying  banks,  and 
giving  a  remedy  to  the  holders  of  their  unpaid 
notes.  This  Is  what  the  Preddent  does;  and 
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nothing  can  be  farther  from  his  words  than  a 
diaolaimer  of  all  anthorit^  over  the  regulation 
of  oorrenoT.  And  here  let  me  rraoark  npon 
a  BTstematio  error  into  which  aome  Senators 
inoeesantlr  &11 :  they  alwiiya  speak  of  the  fed- 
eral authority,  uid  the  federal  duties  over  "  the 
cnrrency,"  meaning  all  the  while,  not  gold  and 
nlver,  bat  bank  notes  and  shin-plastera.  Now, 
or,  I  repeat,  for  abont  the  thousandth  time, 
that  tlie  word  cnrrency  is  not  in  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  any  word  whatsoever  which  can  mean 
what  these  speakers  intend  by  it.  The  nearest 
iq>proach  to  the  term  which  the  constitution 
oontains,  is  the  word  current,  and  that  is  cou- 
pled with  the  word  coin ;  so  that  the  thing 
which  gentlemen  have  constantly  in  their  minds, 
and  which  th^  use  an  equivocal  term  to  ex- 
press, exists  nowhere  in  the  constitatitm,  and  is 
not  in  any  way  known  to  that  instrument, 
dtber  by  expression  or  intendment  I  think  it 
z^t,  on  this  occasion,  thus  to  allude  to  the 
equivocal  use  of  this  phrase;  for  upon  this 
equivocation  there  is  built  up,  in  these  United 
States,  an  immensity  of  erroneous  speaking, 
erroneous  writing,  and  erroneous  legislation. 
Vast  is  the  number  of  persons  who  are  mysti- 
fied by  the  nse  of  an  equivocal  term ;  and  in 
nothing  does  the  rhetorician  show  tho  perfec- 
tion of  his  art  in  a  higher  dcCTee,  than  in  mak- 
inga  debate  turn  upon  one  of  them'. 

The  Senator  from  Haasacbusetts,  in  taking 
bis  ol^eotaona,  d«Uared  that  he  woold  not  do 
intentional  iqjuBtioe  to  the  Uessaga  or  to  Its  au- 
thor ;  bat  it  u  the  same  thing  to  the  Message, 
ud  to  the  author,  if  in}astice  bad  been  done 
without  intention :  and  this  I  t^)prehend  to 
have  been  the  case.  The  Hossage  aayu  nothing 
about  confining  the  bankrupt  law  to  corpora- 
tions and  bankers  alone :  it  says  nothing  abont 
exdnding  merchants  and  traders  from  tne  ope- 
ration of  the  law ;  and  it  proposes  somethmg 
else  to  result  &om  the  law,  besides  an  ope- 
ration npon  currency ;  and  that  something  else 
is  a  remedy  to  the  di^pointed  creditors  of 
the  delinquent  banks.  Tnia  is  hia  reoommen- 
dation: 

*'  In  the  mein  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all 
the  remedies  against  a  depreciBted  paper  curreiM^ 
which  the  conatitnUon  enables  us  to  afflbid.  The 
Treasury  Department,  on  sev«al  fwmer  occsdons, 
has  sunested  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uoi- 
fonn  hnr  couceming^twakraptciea  of  corpor«tioM 
and  other  bankers.  Throu^  the  instntmentality  of 
such  a  Ut,  a  sslutair  check  may  doubtless  be  im- 
posed on  the  issues  of  p^r  money,  and  an  effectual 
remedy  glTon  to  the  citizens,  in  a  nmj  at  once  equal 
in  all  parts  of  the  Umon,  and  fUly  authorized  by  the 
constitution." 

This  is  the  recommendation — the  whole  of 
it ;  and  here  is  no  proposition  to  exclude  mer- 
dmQts  and  traders ;  and  here  is  an  actual  pro- 
portion to  give  a  remedy  to  the  injured  <uti- 
zens  against  the  (telinqnent  banks;  which  rem- 
edy would  n&tnndly  be  a  pro  rata  distribution 
of  the  effects  of  the  bankrupt  institutioDs. 
Here,  then,  is  iqjnstioe  to  the  Uesaage  in  not 


fitatiug  it  as  it  is,  but  as  it  is  not ;  and  here,  al- 
so, is  iigustice  to  the  anUuH*.  in  repreaeDting 
him  as  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  bank- 
rupt law  to  merdunte  and  traders,  when  the 
records  of  this  Senate  bear  the  evidwoe  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  able  and 
zealous  supporters  of  snoh  a  law  applicable  to 
the  trading  part  of  the  community.  I  speak 
of  the  bill  of  laZT,  brought  in  by  General 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  and  earnestly  sup- 
ported by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  then  a 
member  of  this  body.  It  is  unjust  to  sappose 
that  the  presentr  Chief  Ha^strate  would  ob- 
ject to  a  bill  which  shonld  include  now  those 
for  whom  he  so  strenuously  contended  when  a 
member  of  this  body.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
reoommendation  to  deter  the  fUmds  of  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  kw  fhnn  cnning  fbnrard  to  in- 
dude  the  trading  cHasB  with  the  banking  eUss; 
on  the  contrary,  there  may  be  something  to  en- 
courage them.  A  general  bill,  to  indnde  banks 
as  well  as  traders,  might  combine  more  support 
than  Uie  bills  for  the  latter  class  alone  have 
heretofore  received.  Beddes,  if  the  President 
had  expressly  recommended  the  cxdusion  d 
other  classes  from  the  bill,  it  would  have  been 
no  impediment  to  the  action  of  Congress.  Bis 
recommendation  would  have  been  no  prohibi- 
tion upon  their  powers.  They  might  have  in- 
cluded what  classes  they  pleased ;  and  if  they 
ioduded  those  for  which  he  contended  in  1837, 
the  bill  might  have  become  the  more  accepta- 
ble to  him  on  that  account. 

The  Senator  fryim  Maasaebnsetts  olfjeets  to 
our  consUtutional  power  to  pass  each  a  bank- 
rupt law  as  the  President  reocanmenda,  qualify- 
ing that  recommendation,  as  he  does,  with  a 
limitation  of  the  law  to  bankers  and  banking 
corporations,  and  with  a  primary  view  to  the 
regulation  of  a  paper  money  currency.  I  have 
shown  that  this  qualification  is  an  error  and  a 
mistake ;  and  in  doing  that,  I  have  sufficienliy 
answered  the  Senator's  objection :  but  I  choose 
to  go  farther,  and  to  show  not  only  the  consti- 
tutional right,  bnt  the  clear  expediency  (tf 
passing  audi  an  act  as  the  Prerident  recfnn- 
menda,  whetiier  merohante  and  teaders  ahull  be 
included  in  it  not 

The  power  of  Congress  to  pass  bankrupt 
laws  is  express^  ^ven  in  our  constitution,  and 
given  wlthont  limitation  or  qualification.  It  is 
the  fourth  in  the  number  of  the  enumerated 
powers,  and  runs  thus :  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
ization, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  Btid^s." 
This  is  a  full  and  dear  grant  of  power.  Upon 
its  face  it  admita  of  no  question,  and  leaves 
Congress  at  full  liberty  to  pass  any  kind  of 
bankrupt  laws  they  please,  limited  only  by  the 
condition,  that  whatever  laws  are  paswd,  they 
are  to  be  nnifbrm  in  their  operation  Uiron^oot 
the  United  States.  Upon  the  ftce  of  our  own 
constitution  there  is  no  question  of  our  right  to 
pass  a  bankrupt  law,  limited  to  banks  and 
bankers ;  but  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
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(Ur.  WsBBiXB,)  and  othere  who  have  epoken 
on  the  same  ude  witb  him,  must  oany  ns  to 
England,  and  oondnct  ns  throngh  the  labyrinth 
of  English  statnte  law,  and  throngh  the  chaos 
of  English  jodicial  decinons,  to  learn  what  this 
word  bankraptoies,  in  onr  constitntion,  is  in- 
tended to  signify.  In  this  he  and  they  are 
true  to  the  habits  of  the  legal  profession — ^those 
habits  which,  both  In  Great  Britain  and  oar 
America,  have  beeome  aprorerUal  disqoaUflca- 
ti<m  for  the  proper  ezercue  of  l^dative  dndes. 
I  know,  Ur.  ^«sident,  that  it  is  the  flUe  of  onr 
lawyers  and  Jndg^  to  have  to  ran  to  British  law 
boon  to  find  oat  the  meaning  of  the  phrases 
contained  in  onr  constitation ;  bnt  it  is  the 
bosiuess  of  the  l^ialator,  and  oi  the  stateraian, 
to  take  a  larger  view — to  consider  the  differ- 
enoe  between  the  political  instltntions  of  the 
two  conntries — ^to  ascend  to  first  principles — to 
know  the  causes  of  events — and  to  Jnoge  how 
fiir  what  was  soitable  and  beneficial  to  one 
might  be  prejadieial  and  inapplicable  to  the 
other.  We  stand  here  as  l^slators  and  states- 
men, not  as  lawyers  and  jndges;  we  hare  a 
grant  of  power  to  execute,  not  a  statato  to  in- 
terpret ;  and  onr  first  daty  is  to  lotA.  to  that 
grant,  and  see  what  It  is ;  and  onr  next  dnty 
u  to  loc^  over  oar  country,  and  see  wbeCher 
there  is  any  thing  in  it  wUch  reqnires  the  ex- 
ercise of  titiat  grant  of  power.  This  is  what 
onr  President  has  done,  and  what  we  onght  to 
do.  He  has  looked  into  the  oonstitotion,  and 
seen  there  an  nnlimited  grant  of  power  to  pass 
nniformhiWB  on  the  snbiect  of  baokraptcies: 
and  he  has  looked  orer  the  United  States,  and 
seen  what  he  believes  to  be  fit  subjects  for  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  namely,  abont  a  thon- 
eand  banks  in  a  stato  of  baiumptoy,  and  no 
Stato  possessed  of  anthority  to  act  Myond  its 
own  limits  in  remec^ng  the  erUa  of  a  mischief 
■o  vast  and  so  frighlanL  Seeing  these  two 
thines-Hi  power  to  aot^  and  a  smjeot  matter 
reqmring  action— Frerident  has  reownmmd- 
ed  tbe  action  which  tibe  oonstitotion  permits, 
and  which  the  sabjeot  reqnires ;  bnt  tne  Sen- 
ator from  Massachosetts  has  risen  in  his  place, 
and  called  npon  as  to  shift  onr  view ;  trans- 
fer oar  contemplation  from  the  Oonstitotion  of 
the  United  Btotes  to  the  British  statato  book — 
from  aotaal  bankmptoy  among  onrselves  to  his- 
torical bankmptcy  m  England ;  and  to  confine 
oar  legislation  to  the  characteristics  of  the 
English  model. 

As  a  general  proposition,  I  lay  it  down  that 
Oongrees  is  not  confined,  like  jnrtsts  and  jndges, 
to  the  English  statotory  definitions,  or  uie  Nisi 
Prios  or  King's  Bench  oonatniotion  of  the 
phrasea  known  to  Eni^lsb  legldation,  and  nsed 
m  onr  constitation.  Sach  a  limitation  woold 
not  only  narrow  as  down  to  a  mere  lawyer's 
■view  of  a  sabjeoL  but  wonld  limit  ns,  in  point 
of  time,  to  English  precedents,  as  they  stood  at 
the  adoption  of  onr  constitotioo,  in  the  year 
1789.  I  protest  ag^mrt.  this  absnrdity,  and 
contend  that  we  are  to  use  onr  granted  powers 
aoowding  to  tho  dronmstanofls  of  onr  own 
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conntry,  and  according  to  the  genlas  of  oar  re- 
pablicao  institations,  and  according  to  the  pro- 
gress of  events  and  the  expansion  of  light  and 
knowledge  among  onrselves.  If  not,  and  if  we 
are  to  be  confined  to  the  "  usaal  objects,"  and 
the  "  nsnal  sabjects,"  and  the  "  asual  purposes," 
of  British  legislation  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  onr  constitntion,  bow  ooald  Oongrcsis 
ever  make  a  law  in  relation  to  steamboats,  pr 
to  railroad  cars,  both  of  which  were  unknown 
to  ^tish  legidation  in  1789 ;  and  therefore, 
according  to  the  idea  that  would  send  us  to 
England  to  find  oat  the  meaning  of  our  consti- 
totion,  would  not  fall  within  the  limits  of  our 
legislative  authority.  Upon  their  fiice,  the 
words  of  the  constitution  are  snfflcient  to  justi- 
fy the  President's  recommendation,  even  as  un- 
derstood by  those  who  impugn  tiiat  recommen- 
dation. The  bankrupt  clause  is  very  peculiar 
in  its  phraseology,  and  the  more  strikmgly  so 
ftom  its  contrast  with  the  phraseology  of  the 
natoralization  clause,  which  ia  ooapled  with  it. 
Hark  this  difi'erence :  there  is  to  be  a  naiform 
rule  of  naturalization ;  there  are  to  be  unifonn 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankraptoies.  One  is  in 
the  ^golar,  the  other  in  the  plural ;  one  Is  to 
he  a  rue,  the  other  are  to  be  laws ;  one  acts 
m  indiTidnelB,  the  other  on  the  subject;  and 
it  is  bankraptoiea  that  are,  and  not  bankraptcr 
that  is,  to  be  the  objects  of  these  uniform  laws. 

As  a  proposition,  now  limited  to  this  particu- 
lar case,  I  lay  it  down  that  we  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  modem  English  acceptation  of  this 
torm  ianhrupt,  for  it  is  a  torm,  not  of  English, 
bat  of  Boman  origin.  It  is  a  term  of  the  civil 
law,  and  borroweid  by  the  English  f^m  that 
code.  They  borrowed  from  Italy  both  the 
name  and  the  purpose  of  the  law ;  and  also  the 
first  objects  to  which  toe  law  was  ^ipUcable. 
Ha  Enf^di  were  borrowers  of  every  thing 
oonneoted  with  this  code ;  and  it  is  amnrd*  in 
08  to  borrow  from  a  borrrower — ^to  copy  from 
a  copyist — when  we  have  the  ori^al  lender 
and  the  original  text  before  us.  Barunu  and 
rupitu  signifies  a  broken  bank ;  and  tiie  word 
hroien  is  not  metaphorical  but  literal,  and  ia 
dMcriptive  of  the  ancient  method  of  cashiering 
an  insolvent  or  fraudulent  banker,  by  turning 
him  out  of  the  exchan^  or  market  place,  and 
breaking  the  table  to  pieoes  on  which  he  kept 
his  money  and  transacted  bis  business.  The 
term  baruffrupt,  then,  is  the  civil  law  from 
which  the  English  borrowed  it^  not  only  ap- 
plied  to  bankers,  but  was  ctmfinad  to  them ;  and 
tt  is  prepoeterooB  in  of  to  limit  onrselves  to  an 
English  dcnSniticm    a  dvU  law  term. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  our  own  constitation, 
and  of  the  civU  law  derivation  of  this  term  bank- 
rupt, I  submit  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stotes  is  not  limited  to  the  English  jadi<^  or 
statotory  acceptation  of  the  term;  and  so  I 
finish  the  first  point  which  I  took  in  the  argu- 
ment. The  next  point  i^  more  comprehensive, 
and  makes  a  direct  issue  with  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Hawachusetts,  (Mr.  Web- 
BTKB.)  His  pn^ontion  iSf  that  we  moat  confine 
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onr  bankrupt  legislataoa  to  the  nana]  ottjeots, 
the  usual  subJecU,  and  the  oBoal  parposes  of 
banknqit  laws  in  En^and ;  and  that  cesmsaej 
(meoniiig  p^cr  mcHunr  and  ibin-idasten  of 
course)  and  banks  and  bankings  are  not  within 
the  *oaM  of  that  legislation.  I  take  issne, 

r\  all  these  pointi^  uid  am  teady  to  go  witii 
Senator  to  Engjand,  and  to  contest  them, 
me  bj  one,  m  the  eridencee  of  Ei^ieh  Usto- 
Tjy  of  English  statute  law,  and  of  English  Ja- 
didal  decinon.  I  say  English ;  for  sltfaoogh 
the  Senator  did  not  mention  Englandf  yet  he 
could  mean  nothing  else,  in  his  reference  to  the 
usual  otjecta,  nsoal  soUects,  and  aeual  purposes 
of  bankrupt  laws.  He  ooold  mean  nothing 
else.  He  most  mean  the  English  examples  and 
the  English  practice,  or  nothing;  and  he  is  not 
A  person  to  speak,  and  mean  nothing. 

Protesting  sgainst  this  Toyage  across  the 
high  aeaa,  I  nevMtheless  will  mue  it,  and  will 
mek  the  Boiatw  on  what  act  oot  of  the  scores 
vUch  Fariiament  has  passed  npon  this  suMeet, 
m  OD  what  peiiodf  ont  of  ue  five  hnndred 

Kira  tiiat  she  has  been  I^idating  npon  it;  will 
fix  for  hb  example  I  Or,  whether  he  will 
choose  to  Tiew  the  whole  together ;  uid  out  tit 
the  vast  chaotic  and  het«rogeneon8  mass,  extract 
a  general  power  which  Parliament  possesses, 
and  which  he  proposes  for  onr  exemplar?  For 
myself^  I  am  agreed  to  consider  the  qnestioii 
under  the  whole  o/r  under  either  of  these  as- 
pects, and,  relying  on  the  goodness  of  tiie  canse, 
expect  a  safe  deUveranoe  from  the  contest,  take 
it  m  any  way. 

And  first,  as  to  die  acts  passed  npon  this  sab- 
Jeet :  great  is  their  nmnhw,  and  most  disrimi- 
ur  thMr  providons.  For  the  first  two  hmi- 
dred  yeara,  these  acts  applied  to  nme  bnt  aliens, 
and  a  idngle  class  of  aliens,  and  only  for  a 
single  act,  that  of  flying  the  realm  to  avoid 
their  creditors.  Then  they  were  made  to  ap- 
ply to  all  debtors,  whether  natives  or  fore^ers, 
engaged  in  trade  or  not,  and  took  efieot  fat 
tijreeacts:  1st  Flying  the  realm;  2d.  Keeping 
tlie  house  to  avoid  creditors ;  8d.  Taking  sanc- 
tnaiy  in  a  ohoroh  to  avoid  arrest.  For  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  years — to  be  pretnse,  for 
two  hundred  and  twenty  years — ^bankruptcy 
was  only  treated  criminally,  and  directed  agunst 
those  who  would  not  face  their  oreditOTs,  or 
aUde  the  lawaof  the  land;  and  the  remedies 
against  them  were  not  dvil,  bnt  criminal ;  it 
was  not  a  distribnticm  of  t^e  eflbots^  but  oonK>- 
ral  panishment,  to  wit :  imprisonment  and  <Hit- 
iBwty.*  The  statute  of  latabeth  was  the  first 
tiiat  confined  the  law  to  merohants  and  traders, 
toi^  in  the  unfortunate  as  well  as  the  eriminal, 
extended  the  acta  of  banlcmpt^  to  inaUIltr  as 


"Whereas  dlnn  uid  nairy  persona  eraftilr  obtalsad 
Into  their  hands  great  nbatance  of  other  meii^  goods,  do 
anddenlr  flee  to  parts  unknown,  or  keep  their  houses,  not 
minding  to  paj  or  restore  to  anf  of  their  ereditan,  their 
debu  and  dntica,  hut  at  their  own  wUls  sad  own  plcasoMS 
eonaume  the  subatanoe  obtained  br  credit  of  other  men,  for 
tbelrowopIeasBree  and  deUeate  ttTlnft  aodiMt  sU  reawn, 
eta^tHdaMdeaaMteBoo." 


won  as  to  dirinoKnation  to  pay,  ^seriminated 
between  innocent  and  fraudulent  bankmptey, 
and  gave  to  ereditora  the  remedial  right  to  a 
distribution  f>f  eflbots.  This  statute  opened  the 
door  to  Jndioat  oonstracHon,  and  the  judges 
went  to  wosk  to  define  I7  dedrions,  who  were 
traders,  and  what  acts  constituted  the  Act,  or 
showed  an  intmt  to  delay  or  to  defraud  mdltora. 
In  making  theee  deciaons,  the  Judges  readed 
lu^  enough  to  get  hold  of  royal  c<HnpBmee^ 
and  low  enon^  to  get  hold  <n  shoemakers; 
die  latter  npon  Uie  ground  that  tb^  boc^t 
the  leather  ont  of  which  they  made  the  shoes ; 
and  they  even  had  a  most  learned  consultation 
to  decide  whether  a  man  who  was  a  landlord 
for  d(^  and  bou^t  dead  horses  for  his  fonr- 
l^ed  boarders,  and  then  sold  the  skins  and 
bones  of  the  horse  carcases  he  had  bought,  was 
not  a  trader  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  and 
so  sulgect  to  the  statute  <^  bankrupts.  These 
decisions  the  judges  set  the  Fnfiament  to 
wo^  agun  to  preelnde  jndiefa!  oonstradioDt 
by  the  precision,  negatively  and  affirmatively. 
oflefpdatiTeenaotnieDt.  Bnt,  wnae  and  worse  i 
Out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire.  The  more 
le^slation  the  more  oonstnicti<m ;  the  mote 
stetutes  Parlisment  made,  the  more  numerous 
and  more  various  the  judicial  decisions ;  until, 
besides  merchants  and  traders,  near  forty  other 
deecriptimis  of  persons  were  included,  and  the 
catalogne  of  bankruptcy  acta,  innocent  or  fraud- 
ulent, is  swelled  to  a  length  which  requires 
whole  pages  to  contain  it.  Among  those  who 
are  now  Indaded  by  statutory  enactment  in 
Englmd,  leaving  out  the  great  classes  compre- 
hended under  the  names  ca  merchants  and  trad- 
ers, are  bankers,  brokers,  ftetors,  and  soriven- 
ers ;  insmen  against  perils  by  sea  and  land; 
warehonsemen,  whaifingent  packers,  btUldera^ 
carpenters,  shipwrights,  and  victuallers ;  ke^ 
ers  of  inns,  hotels,  tavwns,  and  co^e-houses ; 
dyers,  printers  bleachers,  fullers,  calendarera, 
sellers  of  cattle  or  sheep:  commission  mer- 
chants and  oondgnees;  and  the  aguits  of  all 
theee  dasses.  These  are  the  affirmative  deflni- 
tions  of  the  classes  liable  to  bankruptcy  in 
Enf^and ;  then  come  the  negative ;  and  among 
these  are  fiBimers,  graders,  and  common  labor- 
ers for  hire ;  the  receivers  general  of  the  klne^s 
taxes,  and  members  or  subscribers  to  any  in- 
oorporated  oompanieB  eatablished  by  charter  of 
act  Parfiament  And  among  these  n^atire 
and  affirmatlva  excludons  and  inctunons,  there 
are  many  classes  which  have  repeatedly  chang- 
ed portion,  and,  found  themsdves  succesaively 
in  and  oot  of  Ae  bankrupt  code.  Now,  la  all 
tUi  mass  cf  Tariont  and  contradictory  l^isla- 
tion,  what  part  of  it  will  the  Senator  from 
Ifawachusetts  select  for  his  model?   The  im- 

g roved,  and  approved  parts,  to  be  sure !  But 
ere  a  barrier  prraents  itMlf— an  impassable 
wall  interposes-^  veto  power  intervenefl.  Tar 
it  BO  happens  that  the  improvemmts  in  the 
British  baiikrupt  code,  those  parts  of  it  which 
are  conndered  best,  and  most  worthy  of  our 
indtation,  are  oi  modem  cnigin^-tte  oreati<ma 
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of  the  last  flftj  yean — actually  made  einoe 
the  date  of  oar  eooatitation;  and,  therefore, 
not  within  the  pale  of  its  porriew  and  meaning. 
Tea,  sbr,  made  since  the  eetahlishment  of  our 
oonatatation,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  inoladed 
within  its  oonteinplation,  onlees  this  doctrine 
of  searching  into  British  atatntea  for  the  mean- 
ing of  onr  aonatitoflcMi^  la  tomaka  ns  search 
forvarda  to  the  end  irf  the  Britiah  an^^  as 
wdl  aa  aearcih  baekwards  to  tta  begumuig. 
Fact  ia,  that  the  actaal  bankrupt  code  of  Great 
Britdn— one  that  presema  all  that  is  Tala- 
able,  that  ooiuolidatea  all  that  ia  preserved,  and 
improTea  all  that  is  improTable,  is  an  aet  of 
most  recent  date — of  the  reign  of  C^earge  the 
Fonrth,  and  not  yet  a  doxen  jeara  tAA.  Here, 
tlien,  in  going  back  to  Eoglaiidfor  a  model,  we 
are  cat  off  from  her  ImproTemente  in  the  bank- 
rupt code,  and  confined. to  take  it  as  it  stood 
nnder  the  reign  of  the  Flantageneta,  the  Sta- 
arta,  and  the  earlier  reisns  of  the  Branswiok 
Bovereigns.  This  should  be  a  oousideration, 
and  Biimdentl7  weighty  to  torn  the  aoal«  in 
jkror  of  looking  to  our  own  oonatttntHHi  alone 
for  the  extent  and  dnmmaoriptiaii  of  oar 
powers. 

But  let  OS  oontinne  tliis  discossion  mton  prin- 
oiplea  of  Britosb  example  and  British  legiala- 
lion.  We  mnet  go  to  Eng^d  for  one  or  two 
things ;  either  for  a  case  in  point,  to  be  foaud 
in  some  statate,  or  a  general  aathority,  to  he 
extracted  from  a  general  practice.  Take  it 
either  way,  or  both  ways,  and  I  am  ready  and 
able  to  vindicate,  upon  British  precedents,  onr 
perfect  right  to  enact  a  bankrupt  law,  limited 
in  its  application  to  banks  and  bankers,  ijid 
first,  for  a  case  in  point,  Uiat  is  to  say,  an  Eng- 
lish statute  of  buikraptoy,  limited  to  tii«e 
lords  of  the  pone-strings :  we  have  it  at  onoe^ 
in  the  first  act  ever  ps^ed  on  the  suUeot — Uie 
act  of  the  80th  year  of  the  reign  i^£dward  the 
Third,  against  the  Lombard  Jewa,  Everybody 
knows  that  these  Jewa  were  bankers,  nsnaUy 
formed  into  oompaniea,  who,  issuing  from  Yen- 
ice,  Milan,  and  other  parts  of  Italy,  spread  over 
t^e  south  and  west  of  Enrope,  dunng  the  mid- 
dle ages,  and  eatabllBbed  tQemselves  in  every 
counfcry  and  city  in  which  the  dawn  of  reviving 
oivUizotion,  and  the  germ  of  retoming  indns- 
tiy,  gave  emcdoyment  to  money,  and  laid  the 
foundation  ci  eredit.  Tiwy  came  to  London  as 
early  as  the  thirteeidh  century,  aiid  gave  their 
name  to  a  street  whioh  atiU  letfunsTt,  as  well 
u  it  still  retains  the  partlralar  occupation,  and 
tiie  peculiar  repnta^on,  whioh  the  L(mibard 
Jewa  ftstahHsheil  for  it.  The  first  law  against 
bankmpto  ever  paaied  in  England,  was  against 
the  banking  company  composed  of  these  Jews, 
and  confined  exotunvely  to  them.  It  remained 
in  force  two  hundred  years,  wi^oitf  any  alter- 
ation whatever,  and  was  nothing  but  the  ap- 
plication of  the  law  of  their  own  country  to 
these  bankers  in  the  country  of  their  sojourn- 
ment— the  Italian  law,  foonded  npcn  the  dvil 
law.  and  called  ia  Italy  haiieo  nttto,  brokw 
bank.  Iti»iu(Ureot  reteenoeto  tiuie  Jew^ 


and  thia  i^iplioation  of  the  exotic  bankrupt  law 
to  theuL  that  8ir  Edward  Ooke,  in  bis  insti- 
tutes, takes  occasion  to  say  that  both  the  name 
and  tiie  vrickedness  of  bankruptcy  were  of 
foreign  origin,  and  had  been  brought  into  Eng- 
land from  loreign  parts.  It  was  enacted  under 
the  reign  of  one  o£  the  most  gloriona  of  the 
Ebi^ish  princes— a  r^n  ts  mvob  diatingoished 
Sot  the  MDeflomoe  of  ita  dvll  admlniitratioii  as 
for  the  splendor  of  its  military  aohievementa. 
This  act  of  itself  is  a  fall  answer  to  the  whole 
ol^eotion  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Massachn- 
setts.  It  shows  that,  even  in  En^^Und,  a  bank- 
rupt law  has  been  confined  to  a  un^e  class  of 
persons,  and  that  class  a  banking  c<Hnpany, 
And  here  I  would  be  willing  to  close  my  speech 
upon  a  compromise — a  ccanpromise  foonded  in 
reason  and  recipro<^y,  and  invested  with  the 
equitable  mantle  of  a  mutual  conoeanon.  It  is 
this :  if  we  most  follow  EngU^  precedents,  let 
us  follow  them  ohronolo^oally  and  orderiy. 
Let  na  begin  at  the  beginning,  and  take  them 
aa  they  rise.  Give  me  a  banknmt  law  for  two 
hundred  years  agidnat  banks  and  Dankers;  an^ 
after  that,  make  another  for  merchants  and 
traders. 

The  Senator  fivm  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wxb- 
bteb)  has  emphatically  demanded,  how  the 
banlmipt  power  could  be  &irly  exercised  by 
seijring  on  oorporationa  and  bankers,  and  ex- 
cluding all  the  other  usual  subjects  of  bankrupt 
laws  ?  I  answer,  by  following  the  example  of 
that  England  to  which  he  has  omducted  ns ; 
by  copying  the  act  of  the  80th  of  Edward  the 
Third ;  by  going  back  to  that  reign  of  heroism, 
patriotism,  and  wisdom ;  that  reign  in  which 
the  monarch  acquired  aa  nmoh  gwry  itoiu  his 
dcanestio  poliqy  aa  team  his  fan&a  ocrnqneati; 
that  rtign  in  which  the  aoaniiraoa  or  dyen 
and  weavers  fr<mi  Haiders,  the  olwervanoe  ot 
law  and  Jostioe  and  .the  encouragement  gLrfia 
to  agricoitore  and  mannfiwtares,  conferred  mora 
benwt  upon  the  kingdom,  and  more  f^ory  up- 
on the  king,  than  the  wiendid  viofanies  of 
Poiotiers,  .Aginoourt,  and  Ores^. 

But  the  Senator  may  not  be  willing  to  yield 
to  this  example,  this  case  in  point,  drawn  from 
his  own  fount^,  and  precisely  up  to  the  exi* 
gency  of  the  occasioa.  He  may  want  some- 
thing more,  and  he  shall  have  it  I  will  now 
take  the  question  upon  ita  broadest  bottom  and 
fullest  merits.  I  will  go  to  the  qaestion  of 
general  power— the  point  of  generu  anthwitj 
—exenulified  by  the  gmeru  practiee  of  tin 
British  Pailiament,  for  five  hnodred  years,  over 
the  whde  sobject  of  banknq)toy.  I  will  txy 
the  question  upon  thia  basis;  and  here  I  lay 
down  ^e  proportion,  that  this  five  hundred 
yeiars  of  parliamentary  legislation  on  bank- 
ruptcy establishes  the  point  of  fiill  authority  in 
the  British  Parliament  .to  act  as  it  pleased  on 
the  entire  subject  of  bankruptoies.  ?rhiB  Is  mj 
jHvpoeition;  and,  when  it  is  proved,  I  sbaU 
ol^m  from  th(Me  who  carry  me  to  England  for 
aatiMHi^,  the  same  unonnt  of  power  ovwtho 
Bul^eot  wMoh  the  British  PariiuHiit  has  been 
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in  the  habit  of  ezeroiring.  Nov,  what  is  the 
extent  of  that  power  t  Happily  for  me,  I,  who 
have  to  speak,  without  aaj  mclination  for  the 
task ;  still  more  happily  for  those  who  have  to 
hear  me,  peradrenture  withont  profit  or  pleas- 
nre :  hmpily  for  both  parties,  my  proposition 
is  alreaay  proved,  partly  by  what  I  hare  pre- 
Ttoudy  adTSnoed,  and  fiuly  by  That  every 
Benfltor  knows.  I  have  abeaay  shown  the 
pne606  of  Parliament  npoa  this  snbieet,  that 
it  Tom  entered  and  ciianged,  ocmtracted  and  en- 
larged, pnt  in  and  left  oat,  abolished  and  creat- 
ed, precisely  as  it  plesMd.  I  bare  already 
shown,  in  my  rapid  view  of  English  legislation 
on  this  subject,  that  the  Parliament  exercised 
plenary  power  and  milimited  authority  over 
every  branch  of  ibe  banknwt  qnestioQ ;  that 
it  confined  the  action  of  the  Dsiurapt  laws  to 
a  tingle  class  of  persons,  or  extended  it  to  many 
classes;  th^  it  was  sometimes  confined  to 
ibreigners,  then  d^plied  to  natives,  and  that 
now  it  oomiwehendB  natives,  aliens,  denizens^ 
and  women ;  that  at  me  time  all  debtora  were 
snUect  to  it;  then  ncme  bat  morohants  and 
traders;  and  now,  betides  merchants  and 
traders,  a  long  list  of  persons  who  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  trade ;  that  at  (me  time  bank- 
rnptoy  was  treated  criminally,  and  its  oijeot 
panlshed  corporeally,  while  now  it  is  a  remedial 
measore  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  and 
the  relief  of  nnfortnnate  debtors ;  and  that  the 
acts  of  the  debtor  which  may  constitnte  him  a 
bankrap^  have  been  enlarged  from  three  or 
lonr  glaring  misdeeds,  to  so  long  a  catalogne  of 
actions,  divided  into  the  heads  of  innocent  and 
fivndnlent;  constractive  and  positive;  inten- 
tional and  nnintentional ;  volnntary  and  fwced ; 
Hut  none  bntu  attomsj,  with  book  in  hand, 
can  pretend  to  enomerate  them.  All  tills  has 
been  shown ;  and,  from  all  this,  it  is  incontest- 
able that  Parliament  can  do  just  what  it  pleases 
on  the  subject;  and,  therefore,  our  Oongress, 
if  referred  to  Sngland  for  its  powers,  can  do 
Jnst  what  it  pleases  also.  And  thus,  whether 
we  go  by  the  words  of  our  own  constitution, 
or  by  a  particular  example  in  England,  or 
dednce  a  general  authority  from  the  general 
practice  of  that  country,  resnlt  is  still  the 
same:  we  have  authority  to  limit,  if  we  please, 
our  bankrupt  law  to  the  tingle  class  of  buiks 
wd  bankers. 

The  Senator  from  Kaseachnsetts  (Mr.  Wkb- 
nn)  demands  whether  bankrupt  laws  otdi- 
narify  extend  to  ocxrpondlnu,  meuiing  numeyed 
eup^ations.  I  am  free  to  answer  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  they  do  not  Bat  why!  beeaose 
they  ot^ht  nott  or  beoanse  these  oerporations 
have  yet  been  powerftal  raioagh,  or  lortunate 
enoogb,  to  keep  their  necks  out  of  that  noose ! 
Certainly  the  latter.  It  is  the  power  of  these 
noneyed  corporations  in  En^and,  and  their 
good  fortane  in  oar  America,  wbidi,  enabling 
uiem  to  grasp  all  advantages  on  one  band,  and 
to  repulse  all  penalties  on  tiie  othOT,  has  enabled 
ibeta  to  olrtidn  exwess  stataU»v  ezeroptitHi 
from  bnkn^  Wawlltiiw  in  En^and,  aiul  to 
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escape,  thus  far,  from  similar  liabiliCieB  in  the 
United  States.  This,  tir,  is  history,  and  not 
invective ;  it  is  fact,  and  not  assertion ;  and  I 
will  speedOy  refresh  the  Senator's  memory, 
and  bnng  him  to  recollect  why  it  is,  in  point  of 
foot,  that  bankrupt  laws  do  not  usually  extend 
to  these  corporations.  And,  first,  let  us  look 
to  Endand,  that  gre^  exemplar,  whose  evil 
examples  wo  are  so  jprompt,  whose  good  onos 
we  are  so  slow,  to  imitate.   Bow  ^snds  tbla 

auestion  of  oorporation  unliahility  there  I  By 
le  jndici^  conatniction  of  the  statute  of  Eliza- 
beth, the  partners  in  all  incorp<vated  companies 
were  held  sabjeet  to  the  buikruivt  law ;  and, 
under  this  oonstmcti<m,  a  oommistion  oS  bank- 
rupt  was  isBoed  against  Sir  John  Wolstenhdma 
a  gentleman  of  large  fortane,  who  had  advanced 
a  sum  of  money  on  an  adventore  in  the  East 
India  Oompany  a  trade.  The  issne  of  this  com- 
mistion  was  afSnned  by  the  Oourt  of  Eing*s 
Bench ;  bat  this  h^>pened  to  take  place  in  the 
reign  ta  Oharlea  the  Second—that  r^gn  during 
whidi  so  Uttlo  ia  Dnrnd  wotiktj  of  imitation  ia 
the  Ctovemment  c£  Great  Britain— and  imme- 
diate two  acts  of  Parliament  were  passedj  «• 
to  annul  the  Judgment  of  the  Oourt  d  Smg^ 
Bench  in  the  case  of  Sai  John  Wolstenliolme, 
and  the  other  to  |>revent  any  such  jodgmoita 
from  being  given  in  fbtnre.  Here  are  oogiM 
of  the  two  BOta : 

First  act,  to  annul  tht  judgnuni. 
"  Whams  a  verdict  snd  judgmcai  ms  bad  in  the 
Easter  tena  of  the  Eiag^  Bendi,  irtierd^  Sr  John 
Wolstenhcdme,  knigfat,  and  adventorer  In  the  East 

Xd<&  Company,  was  found  }iable  to  a  commission  of 
bankrupt  only  for,  and  by  reason  of,  a  share  which 
be  hod  in  the  joint  stock  of  said  company :  Nov, 
&c,  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  Judgment  be  re- 
versed, atmnlled,  vacated,  and  for  nonfat  bald,"  to. 

jSbaeiirf  «(,  Is  prpsMit  smA /w^jwHte 

**  That  whereas  divers  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
and  perBcms  of  qnaUly,  no  wajs  bred  ap  to  trade,  do 
often  put  in  neat  BtodES  of  m<m^  into  the  East  India 
and  Goinea  Company :  Be  it  enacted,  That  no  per- 
sons adventurers  for  putting  in  money  or  merman* 
diss  into  the  said  compuues,  or  for  venturing  or 
Tn«n«giiig  the  fi^dng  ^ule,  called  the  royal  fishing 
trade,  shall  be  reputed  or  taken  to  be  a  merchant  at 
trader  vitUn  any  statutes  for  banknqtts.*' 

Thns,  and  for  these  reasons,  were  chartered 
oonrpanies  and  their  members  exempted  froaa 
the  bsnkmpt  penalties  under  the  dissuute  reign 
of  Ohsriea  tiie  Seoraicl.  It  vaa  not  tht  pofwer 
of  the  oorporatlMka  at  tiiat  time— fixr  the  Bank 
of  En^and  was  not  th«i  chartered,  and  the 
East  India  Ckimpany  had  not  tiiui  oonqowed 
Lidia — ^whlch  oooationed  this  exemption;  but 
it  was  to  flavor  the  dignified  characters  who 
engaged  in  the  tirade — noblemen,  gentlemen, 
uid  persons  of  quality.  But,  afterwards,  when 
the  Bank  of  En^and  had  beofHne  almoet  the 
Government  of  England,  and  when  the  East 
^dia  Company  had  acquired  the  dondniona  d 
the  Great  MOf^  an  act  <rf  Parliament  e;^«S8lT 
declared  that  no  member  of  any  inoorpoxated 


Digitized  by 


DBBATXB  OF  CONOBSB& 


466 


Ocnmn,  1S87.] 

company,  chartered  by  act  of  Parliament, 
diomd  be  liable  to  become  bankmpt.  This  act 
vas  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Fourth, 
when  the  WeUington  ministry  was  in  power, 
and  when  liberal  ^inoiples  and  homan  rights 
were  at  the  last  gasp.  So  ma^  for  these  oor- 
poratioa  exunp^bmu  in  England;  and  if  the 
Senator  from  Maasaohnsetts  finds  any  thing  in 
•noh  inateiiees  vwthr  ut  imitatioii,  let  him 
stuid  forth  and  proclaim  it 

Bnt,  rir,  X  am  not  yet  done  with  my  answer 
tothl8qaesti(m:  do  snch  laws  ordinarily  extend 
to  corporations  at  all  t  I  answer,  most  decid- 
edly, tnat  they  dot  that  they  ^ply  in  England 
to  all  the  oorpo rations,  except  those  roedally 
excepted  the  set  of  George  the  Foarth ;  and 
these  are  few  in  nnmher,  though  great  in  power 
— powerful,  bot  few — ^nothing  bnt  onits  to  myr- 
iads compared  to  those  which  are  not  excepted. 
The  words  of  that  act  are:  "Member  o^  or 
snbsoriber  to,  any  incorporated  oommerdal  or 
trading  ownpaoies,  established  by  ohartv  uA 
of  Fitriiament."  Theaa  words  eat  off  at  raice 
Oe  many  ten  thousand  ocwporattons  in  the 
British  empire  existing  by  {wesoiiptiion,  or  in- 
eonmrated  by  letters  pfttent  from  tiie  King ; 
ana  then  they  cnt  off  all  those  even  chartered 
by  act  of  Parliament,  which  are  not  commercial 
or  Ira^g  in  th^  nature.  This  saves  bnt  a 
flew  ont  of  the  hundreds  of  thoosands  of  cor- 
porations which  abound  tn  England,  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland,  It  saves,  or  rather  con- 
firms, the  exemption  of  the  Bank  of  En^and, 
which  ia  a  trader  in  money,  and  it  ooimrms, 
also,  tiie  exrao^tion  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, which  is^  m  cbntemplati<«  law  at  least, 
scommodfll  company;  and  it  saves  or  exempts 
a  fow  others  deri^i^  <^artm  of  incOTporatun 
from  Parliament;  bnt  it  leaves  sui^eot  to  the 
law  the  whole  wilderness  of  oorporationa,  of 
which  there  are  thousands  in  London  alone, 
uriiieh  derive  from  prescription  w  lettws  pat- 
ent; and  it  also  leaves  subject  to  the  same 
laws  all  the  corporations  eroded  by  charter  act 
of  Pariiament,  which  are  not  oommercdal  or 
tracUng,  The  words  of  Uie  act  are  very  pecu- 
liar— '^cAiarter  act  of  Parliament;"  so  that 
corporations  by  a  general  law,  without  a  special 
charter  act,  are  not  included  in  the  exemption. 
This  answer,  added  to  what  has  been  previously 
e^  must  be  a  si^deot  i>q^  to  the  Senator's 
({uestioD,  whethor  bankropt  laws  or^narily 
extend  to  oofporatlonsf  out  <MF  the  myriad 
of  eorpon^otts  in  C^eat  Britain,  tiie  bankrapt 
law  extends  to  tiie.  wh<^  except  some  half 
doxen  or  dozen. 

So  mnoh  for  the  exemption  of  these  corpora- 
tions in  England ;  now  for  onr  America.  We 
never  had  but  one  bankmpt  law  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  for  the  short  period  of  three 
or  fonr  years.  It  was  passed  under  the  admin- 
istration of  the  elder  Ifr.  Adams,  and  repealed 
nndo-  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  oopied  the  English 
acta  indnding  among  the  saljeets  of  Mnk- 
rnptoy,  banlcns,  bnwoa,  and  fiutOTs.  Oor- 
pontUnawwenottntiliided;  and  it  ia  probable 
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that  no  question  was  raised  about  than,  as,  up 
to  that  time,  their  number  was  few,  and  their 
conduct  generally  good.  But,  at  a  later  date, 
the  enactment  Vt  a  bankrupt  law  was  a^ain 
attempted  in  onr  Congress;  and,  at  tliat  period, 
the  moltiplioalion  and  the  miscondoot  of  banks 
presented  them  to  the  minds  of  many  as  proper 
snljeebi  for  the  applioation  of  the  law ;  I  speak 
of  the  bill  of  1827,  brought  into  the  Senate^ 
and  lost.  That  bill,  like  m  previous  lawssinee 
the  time  of  George  II.,  was  made  applicable  to 
bankers,  brokers,  and  fiiotors.  A  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Bbaboh)  moved  to  include 
banking  oonKtrations.  The  motion  was  lost,, 
there  being  bnt  twdve  votes  for  it ;  bnt  in  this 
twelve  there  were  some  whose  names  must  carry 
weight  to  any  cause  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached. The  twelve  were,  Messrs.  Barton, 
Benton,  Branch,  Cobb,  Dickeraon,  Hendricks, 
Maoon,  Koble,  Kandol^  Beed,  Smith  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  and  White.  Tnewholeof  the  frimda 
(tf  the  IhU,  twenty-one  in  number,  voted  agataut 
the  pn^KNotion,  (the  present  CSurf  Ifagfitfto 
in  the  nnmher,)  and  for  the  obvious  teaMXi, 
with  snne,  of  not  encumbering  the  measure 
they  were  so  anxions  to  carry,  by  potting  into 
it  a  new  and  untried  prorincn.  And  thus 
stands  our  own  l^pslation  on  this  snUeet,  In 
point  of  &ot,  then,  chartered  o(»^>orations  have 
thus  far  escaped  bankrupt  penalties,  both  in 
England  and  m  onr  America ;  but  ought  they 
to  continue  to  escape  ?  Thb  is  the  questicoi — 
this  the  true  and  important  inquiry,  which  is 
now  to  occupy  the  public  mind. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbb- 
am)  Bays  the  otgeot  of  bankrupt  laws  baa  no 
rehitimtocnrrencgr;  that  their  ol^eot  is  dmply 
to  distribute  the  efieets  of  insolvent  debtors 
among  their  oreditOTS.  Bo  si^  the  Senior, 
but  what  Bsys  history  t  What  says  the  praetioe 
of  Great  Britain  ?  I  will  show  yoa  what  it 
says,  and  for  that  purpose  will  read  a  passage 
from  MoOnlloh's  notes  on  Smith's  Wealth  or 
Nations.   He  says : 

"  In  1814-'  15,  and  *16,  no  fewer  than  240  coonby 
banks  stopped  psTment,  and  idnety-tvo  eommtsriona 
of  bsnkruptcy  were  Issued  agsbist  these  estabUdi* 
ments,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  commissioe  ^sfaist 
ever;  seven  and  a  half  of  the  total  number  of  eoon* 
tiy  banks  eziatii^  in  1818." 

Two  Inmdred  and  for^  stopped  payment  at 
<me  dasih,  and  ninety^two  sal^iected  to  oonunls- 
rimu  of  bankruptcy.  They  were  not  indeed 
chartered  banks,  for  there  are  none  snch  la 
England,  except  tiae  Bank  of  Eng^d;  bnt  they 
were  legalized  establishments,  existing  under 
the  first  joint-stock  bank  act  of  1708,  and  they 
were  banks  of  issue.  Yet  they  wwe  subjected 
to  the  buikmpt  laws,  ninety-two  of  them  in  a 
single  season^  of  bank  catalepsy ;  thar  broken 
*'  promises  to  pay  "  were  taken  out  of  ciroola- 
tion ;  l^eir  doors  closed ;  their  directors  and 
officers  ttimed  ont;  their  whole  effects,  real 
and  personal,  thdr  monOT,  debts,  books,  pa- 
per, and  every  thing,  put  into  the  hands  of  as- 
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fdgoees ;  and  to  these  asrignees,  the  holders  of 
their  notes  forwarded  their  demaads,  and  were 
paid,  evwy  one  In  equal  proportion — aa  the 
debts  of  the  bank  were  ocdleoteo,  and  ita  cffeota 
wjansted  into  money ;  and  thia  without  ez- 
penae  or  trouble  to  any  one  (tf  them.  SHnety- 
two  banks  in  Eogland  shared  this  fiite  in  a 
single  season  of  bant  mortality ;  five  bundred 
more  oonld  be  eaomerated  in  other  seasons, 
many  of  them  soperior  in  real  coital,  credit, 
and  circulation,  to  our  famona  chartered  banks, 
most  of  which  are  banks  of  moonshine,  bailt 
npon  each  other's  paper,  and  the  whole  re»]y 
to  fly  sky-high  the  moment  any  one  of  the 
ooDcem  becomes  sufficiently  inflated  to  burst 
The  immedate  effect  of  this  application  of  the 
bankmpt  laws  to  banks  in  England,  is  two-fold : 
first,  to  save  the  general  corrency  from  deprecia- 
tion, by  stopping  the  issue  and  cironlation  of  ir- 
redeemable notes;  seoQfkLly,to  do  equal  justioe 
to  all  oreditors^  hig^  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
presoit  and  abeent^  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan, as  wen  as  the  canning  and  the  powerful, 
by  mrtributing  their  effects  in  proportionate 
amounts  to  all  who  hold  demands.  This  is  the 
operation  of  bankmpt  laws  upon  banks  in  Eog- 
land,  and  all  over  the  British  empire;  and  it 
hwpens  to  be  the  precise  check  upon  the  issue 
oroken  bank  paper,  and  the  precise  remedy 
for  the  ii^nred  holders  of  their  dishcmored 
pmer,  which  the  President  recommends.  Here 
ts  nis  reoommendation,  listen  to  it : 

*'  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  daty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  ag^nst  a  depredated  p^er  currency  whidi 
the  c(Histitution  enables  us  to  afibrd.  The  Treeetuj 
Department,  on  sevend  former  occasioni,  has  ntg- 
seated  tiie  propriety  and  bnpottanoe  of  a  unlfbna 
kw  ooneanMng  bankmptciea  of  corporationa  and 
Odm  baDkeis.  Throo^  the  instrumeotality  of  sndi 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtless  be  imposed  on 
the  imues  of  pi4>er  money,  and  an  effectual  remedy 
l^ven  to  the  citben,  in  a  way  at  once  equal  In  aU 
parts  of  the  Uaion,  and  fUUy  anthoriied  the  oon- 
Btitatkn." 

The  Senator  from  Hassachusetta  says  he 
would  not,  intentionally,  do  injustice  to  the 
Hessage  or  ita  author ;  and  donbtless  he  la  not 
conscious  of  violating  that  benevolent  deter- 
nio^ion ;  but  hero  Is  injustice,  both  to  the 
Message  and  to  its  anthor;  ii^jnstice  in  not 
quoting  the  Uessafm  as  it  ii^  and  showkg  that 
it  propoaea  a  remedy  to  the  citizen,  as  well  as 
a  check  upon  insolTent  issues ;  ii^ustjoe  to  the 
author  in  denying  that  the  ot^ect  of  bankrupt 
laws  has  any  relaaon  to  currency,  when  history 
ihows  that  tbese  laws  are  the  actual  instnmient 
for  regulating  and  purifying  the  whole  local 
paper  currency  of  the  entire  British  empire, 
and  saving  that  countary  from  the  fr&nda,  losses, 
impo^tdons,  and  demoraUzatton  of  an  iiredeem- 
able  paper  money. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  the 
object  of  btmkrupt  laws  has  no  rdation  to  cur- 
rency. If  he  means  hard-mon^  ovtren«y,  I 
agree  witii  him ;  but  if  he  means  bank  notes, 
as  I  am  sure  he  does,  then  I  point  him  to  the 


British  bankrupt  code,  which  ^>plleB  to  erer7 
bank  of  issue  in  the  British  empire,  except  tha 
Bank  of  England  itself^  and  the  few  others, 
four  or  five  in  number,  wlu<^  are  bocoiporated 
by  ohartw  aots.  All  the  Joint  stock  banks,  aU 
the  private  buika,  all  the  o&nkers  of  Eo^and, 
Soouand,  Wales,  ud  £r^and,  are  subject  to  the 
law  of  battkmptcy.  Hany  of  these  establish- 
ments  are  of  great  oapnltal  and  cre^t;  some 
having  hundreds,  or  even  tJionaands  <tf  part- 
ners; and  many  of  them  having  ten,  or  twen- 
ty, or  thirty,  and  some  even  for^  braQcbes^ 
They  are  almost  the  exclutdve  fhmishers  of  the 
local  and  common  bank-note  currency;  the 
Bank  of  England  notes  being  chiefly  used  in 
the  great  cities  for  la^e  mercantile  and  Govern- 
ment payments.  These  joint-stock  banks,  pri- 
vate companies,  and  iuolvidnal  bankers  are, 
pactioally,  in  the  British  empire  what  the 
local  banks  are  in  the  United  States.  They 
perform  the  same  fanotiona,  and  differ  in  name 
only ;  not  in  snbstanoe  nor  in  ofrndoct.  They 
have  no  charters,  but  thej  have  a  legalusea 
existence ;  they  are  not  oorporations,  but  they 
are  allowed  by  law  to  act  in  a  bcny;  they 
ftimish  the  actual  p^>er  corrency  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  British  empire,  as 
much  BO  as  our  local  banks  ftimish  the  mass  of 

gaper  currency  to  the  peofde  of  the  United 
tatea.  They  have  had  twenty-four  millicms 
sterling  (one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
dollars)  in  circulation  at  one  time ;  a  snm  nearly 
equal  to  the  greatest  issue  ever  known  in  Hm 
United  States^  and  nuwe  than  equal  to  the 
whde  bank-note  drotdaUon  of  the  present  day. 
Thi^  are  all  sal^ect  to  the  law  of  ban]^ptoy, 
and  their  twen&-foar  millions  sterling  of  cur- 
rency along  wiu  them ;  and  five  hundred  of 
them  have  been  shut  up  and  wound  up  under 
commissions  of  bankuptoy  in  the  last  forty 
years ;  and  ydi  the  Soiator  from  Massachusetts 
mforms  us  that  the  object  of  bankmpt  laws 
has  no  relation  to  currency  I 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  all  the  way  to 
England  to  find  bankmpt  laws  having  relation 
to  currency.  The  act  passed  in  our  own  conn- 
try,  about  forty  years  aga  applied  to  bankers ; 
the  bill  brought  into  the  House  of  Bepresento- 
tives,  about  fifteen  years  aga  by  a  gentlunan 
then,  and  now,  a  Bqtfoaoptative  tnm  the  dty 
of  Philadal^^  (Mr.  ^bquhtO  aUo  appU^ 
to  bonkos)  and  the  bill  brought  into  this 
Smate,  ten  yeazs  ago,  by  a  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  not  now  a  member  of  this  body, 
(General  IUtne,)  still  applied  to  bankers. 
These  bankers,  of  whom  there. were  many  in 
the  United  States,  and  of  whom  Girard,  in  the 
East,  and  Teatman  and  Woods,  in  the  West, 
were  the  most  oonuderable-^theae  bankers  all 
issued  paper  money ;  they  all  issued  currency. 
The  ac^  Uien,  of  1798,  if  it  had  continued  m 
force,  or  the  two  bills  just  referred  to,  if  they  . 
had  become  law,  would  have  operated  upon 
these  bankers  and  th^r  banks— would  have 
stopped  their  issuM,  and  put  tbdr  estabUih- 
mentsioto  the  hands  of  assigneea,  and  distrib- 
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nted  their  effeota  among  their  oredtbm.  This, 
«ertaiiil7,  would  have  hem  having  Btxne  relation 
to  cnrrenoy :  bo  that,  even  with  onr  limited  e»- 
tsyn  towards  a  banluupt  Q^stean,  we  have  scaled 
the  ontwoib  of  the  bonlong  empire ;  we  have 
laid  bold  of  bankers,  but  not  of  bimks ;  we  have 
reached  the  bank  of  Qirard,  bnt  not  the  CHrard 
boi^ ;  we  have  q>plied  ou*  law  to  the  bank  (MT 
Teatman  and  Woods,  but  not  to  the  rabble  of 
oonMivltou  wtsieh  have  not  the  tithe  of 
dkdr  oi^tal  and  eredlt  We  have  gone  as  fitf 
•a  bankers^  but  not  as  &r  as  banks ;  and  now 
give  me  a  reason  for  tiie  differenoe.  Qive  me 
a  r«ason  why  the  aot  of  1798,  the  bill  of  Hr. 
SBBfiBJurr,  in  1831,  and  the  nil  of  General 
Hatkc,  in  18S7,  should  not  indnde  banks  as 
well  as  hankers.  ITiey  both  perform  the  same 
ftmction— that  ot  iming  p^r  omrenoy.  They 
both  involve  the  same  mis^ef  when  they 
stop  psjrment — that  of  afflicting  the  oonntry 
wiui  a  cironlatitm  of  irredeanable  and  depre* 
Oi^ed  paper  money.  They  are  both  oolpable 
in  the  same  mode,  and  in  the  same  degree ;  for 
th^  are  both  Tiolatws  of  their  "  promiaes  to 
pKf."  They  botb  ezaet  a  general  mdit  from 
the  eommnni^,  and  they  bou  abase  that  cre^t. 
They  both  hare  creditors,  and  they  both  have 
flffiaota ;  and  these  creditors  have  as  mmdi  right 
to  a  pro  rata  disfaribndon  of  the  efltetB  in  «ie 
ease  as  in  the  otlier.  Why,  then,  s  distinction 
in  fiiTor  ciC  the  bank  t  Is  it  beoanse  corporate 
bodies  are  superior  to  nataral  bodies  I  beoanse 
artificial  beings  are  snperior  to  nataral  b^ngst 
or,  rather,  la  it  not  because  eorporaticms  are 
assemblages  of  men,  and  asBranblages  are  more 
powerful  than  single  men ;  and,  therefore,  theee 
corporations,  in  addition  to  all  their  vast  piir- 
ttegei,  are  also  to  luTa  tiie  privilege  of  bong 
bukropt,  and  affliotiBg  the  oonntry  with  the 
Mils  of  bankmptogr,  wnhoot  themselres  being 
aabjectedtollielawsof  Innkrdittejr?  BetUs 
ks  it  may — be  the  cause  what  it  will — the  decree 
has  gone  forth  for  the  decidcm  <i£  the  onestion 
— for  the  trial  of  the  issoe— for  the  Teraiot  and 

fidgment  iqton  the  claim  of  the  banks.  They 
ve  many  privil^^  and  exemptions  now,  and 
they  have  the  boaeflt  of  all  laws  agunst  the 
,  community.  They  pay  no  taxes ;  the  property 
of  the  stookholdm  is  not  liable  for  their  d^bts ; 
they  sne  tiieir  debtors,  sell  their  property,  and 

Sat  Uteir  bodies  in  JaiL  They  have  the  priv- 
ege  of  stamping  pi^r  money;  the  privily 
Df  faking  Intonm  upon  doable,  trenle,  and 
qnadrnple  thear  actou  money.  They  pnt  np 
and  ptit  down  the  price  of  Mopetty,  labor,  and 
prodaoe,  as  they  please,  lliey  httre  the  mo- 
nop<dy  of  making  the  actual  onrro^y.  They 
are  strong  enongh  to  snpmcse  the  oonaatntional 
money,  and  to  force  th<nr  own  paper  npon  the 
commnni^,  and  then  to  redeem  it  or  not  as 
they  please.  And  is  It  to  be  toler^ed,  that, 
!n  ad(Ution  to  all  these  privileges,  and  all  these 
powers,  they  are  to  be  exempted  from  the  law 
of  banjETaptoy?  the  only  law  of  which  they 
are  afraid,  and  the  only  one  which  can  protect 
the  ooontary  agalnat  tluir  InKdveut  inieii  udj 
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^re  a  &ir  dianoe  for  payment  to  the  nnmeroos 
fatdders  of  thw  violated  "  promlseB  to  pay  I  " 
I  have  discossed,  Mr.  President,  the  right  of 
Congress  to  awly  a  bankrapt  law  to  banking 
corporations ;  I  have  dlsoassed  it  on  the  words 
of  oor  own  constitution,  on  the  practice  of 
England,  and  on  the  general  authority  of  Par- 
liament; and  on  eadi  and  eveiy  ground,  as  I 
fully  beUev«,  vincUcated  onr  right  to  pass  the 
law.  The  right  is  clear;  the  ezpeoieacy  is 
manifest  and  glaring.  Of  all  the  objeots  upon 
the  earth,  banks  dreolation  are  the  fltteefe 
snUects  of  bankrupt  laws.  They  act  in  secret^ 
and  they  exact  a  general  orMit.  Nobody 
knows  t^eir  mean^  yet  everybody  nrast  trort 
them.  Hiey  send  uieir  "  promises  to  pay  "  ftr 
and  near.  They  posh  them  into  w&cjooij% 
hands ;  they  make  them  smaU  to  so  into  small 
hands — ^into  the  hands  of  the  laborer,  the 
widow,  the  helpless,  the  ignorant.  Suddenly: 
the  hank  stops  payment;  all  these  helplesa 
holdws  of  their  notes  are  without  pay,  and 
without  remedy.  A  few  on  the  spot  get  a 
littie ;  those  at  a  distance  get  nothu^.  Jot 
each  to  sue,  is  a  vexatious  and  a  lodng  bu^nesi. 
The  only  adequate  remedy — the  only  (me  thi^ 
promises  anyjnstioe  to  the  body  of  the  ooni' 
muid^,  and  t£e  helpieas  holders  of  small  notes 
—4b  the  bankrupt  remedy  of  asugnees  to  dJa> 
tribute  the  effecta.  This  makes  the  real  effoota 
avulsble.  When  a  bank  stops,  it  has  little  or 
no  ftpede,  but  it  has,  or  ought  to  have,  a  good 
mass  (tf  solvent  debts.  At  present,  wese 
debts  are  unavailable  to  the  community — they 

So  to  a  few  large  and  iavored  creditors ;  and 
loee  who  are  muost  in  need  get  nothing.  *Bnt 
a  stronger  view  remiUns  to  oe  tsken  ca  these 
debts ;  the  mass  of  them  are  due  from  the 
ownerB  and  managers  of  the  banks — from  the 
preddenta,  directors,  caahiers^  stookfatdder^ 
attorneys;  and  these  pec^le  do  make 
themselves  pay.  They  do  not  sue  fh6msdTe& 
nor  protest  themselves  Th«y  soe  and  pioteai 
others,  and  sell  out  thdr  property,  and  pi^ 
thmr  bodies  in  jail;  but,  as  for  thraoselveaL 
who  are  the  main  debtors,  it  is  another  affitiri 
They  take  their  time,  and  usually  w^t  till  the 
notes  are  heavily  dein^oiated,  and  thai  square 
off  with  a  few  cents  in  the  dollar  [  A  com- 
misnon  of  bankruptcy  is  the  remedy  for  tins 
evil ;  assignees  of  the  effeota  of  the  bank,  are 
&»  perscms  to  make  these  ownere,  and  man- 
agers, and  chief  debtors  to  the  institutions,  pay 
up.  Under  the  bankrupt  law,  every  boldw 
or  a  note,  no  matter  bow  small  in  amount^  nor 
how  distant  tlie  hcdder  nu^  re^e,  <m  faewnd^ 
ing  the  note  to  asrigneea,  will  reo^ve  his  rat- 
able proportion  of  the  MnlfB  effects,  withoiA 
expense,  and  without  trouble  to  himself.  It  is 
a  most  potent,  a  most  proper,  uid  most  ccmstir 
tnti(nial  remfedy  a^iinst  deliuqueat  banks.  It 
is  an  equitable  aim  a  brave  remedy.  It  does 
honor  to  the  President  who  recommended  it^ 
and  is  worthy  of  the  successor  of  Jackson. 

Our  oMostltution  contuns  three  moat  vitd 
pnWhitinn^  of  which  the  Eedratf  Qofvcnmient 
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flach  a  fiscal  agent,  with  pcwera  of  the  same 
magnitude.  It  was,  indeed,  a  fearfal  exper- 
iment, and  well  nigh  fatal  in  its  results.  Yet, 
the  rechuier  of  the  lata  TTnited  States  Bank,  or 
the  establishment  of  a  new  one,  is  now  an- 
nounced as  Hie  only  effiinent  remedy — the  sov- 
ereign panaoea^fur  existing  evils.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Eratncky  (Mr.  Quit)  has,  to  my 
astonishment,  gone  so  far  as  to  identify  the  es- 
tablishment of  snch  an  institution  with  the 
permanency  of  the  Union  I  It  woald  seem,  the 
qnestion  of  a  national  bank  is  always  portentona 
— involving  conseqnences  of  a  most  alarming 
character.  Shortly  after  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  from  the  late  Bai^  of  the  United 
States,  we  were  told,  by  the  same  dietingni^ed 
gentleman,  that  we  were  then  *'  in  t-he  midst 
of  a  revolution  1"  and  the  sentiment  was  re- 
nnrnded  to,  by  the  preases  and  politicians  of 
rae  oppoffltioD,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  ctaer.  We  were  told,  on  the  very  floors 
ot  Congress,  that  the  d«>oBits  mnst  be  restored, 
or  a  revolution  was  at  hand.  The  same  senti- 
ment was  announced,  when  two  members  of 
Oangrees,  during  the  same  panio  sesnon,  ad- 
dresaad  an  assembled  multitude  in  Baltimore  on 
Sunday.  Aooording  to  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  it  was  said,  by  way  of  justification,  there 
were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary  times  I " 
Sir,  the  subject  of  a  national  or  United  States 
bank  cannot  be  touched  withont  an  attempt  to 
produce  excitement  and  agitation.  It  affords 
one  of  the  most  condosive  reasons  agunst  the 
eatahltshment  of  snch  an  InsUtntioiL  that  it  has 
the  ability  to  produce  snob  tremendous  effects. 
The  concentration  oi  snoh  an  immense  money- 
ed power  in  the  hands  of  a  taw  individnals,  is 
at  war  with  our  peace  and  qoiet;  too  dangerous 
to  our  liberties.  It  would  soon  control  aU  our 
elections,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and 
direct  the  operatiws,  nay,  usurp  the  powers, 
of  the  Government  itself. 

When  Mr.  Gut,  of  Alabama,  condnded  his 
speech- 
Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  said  that  perhaps  he 
OQght  to  feel  obliged  to  the  member  from  Ala- 
bama for  his  quotation  and  adoption  of  a  re- 
port, wboUy  without  foundation,  which  had 
[Men  drcn  wed  in  tiie  newi^M^tors  several  years 
ago.  That  report  was,  that  at  a  meeting  of 
many  eitixens  on  a  Snnoay  in  Baltimore,  at  the 
time  of  the  ezdtement  in  the  country,  created 
by  tiie  withdrawing  of  the  deposits,  he  Jmd  sud 
that  there  were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutioDary 
times.  That,  sir,  (siud  Mr.  W.,)  was  a  vUe 
falsehood  and  slander.  I  never  sud  any  such 
thing  either  then  or  at  any  other  time.  Having 
been  home,  on  indispensaiJe  business,  X  was 
hastening  book  to  m^  seat  here  to  vote  on  very 
important  measures  then  pending,  and  in  re- 
gard to  which  friends  had  written  to  me  to  lose 
no  time.  When  I  arrived  in  Baltimore,  on  a 
Sund^  evening,  being  in  company  with  the 
distinguished  and  honorable  gentleman  who 
represaited,  at  that  time,  the  oity  of  Fhiladel- 
phisia  the  other  House  caOongresi^  we  found, 
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on  landing  from  the  boot,  and  r^tairing  to  the 
hotel,  a  collection  (tf  people,  assembled  without 
our  procurement  or  knowledge.  We  each  ad- 
dressed a  few  observations  to  them  <ai  the  ab- 
sorbing pnUio  toi»c8  whldi  had  drawn  them 
together ;  and  Ihis  we  felt  bonnd  to  do  out  of 
respect  to  them,  and  as  the  readiest  mode  of 
restoring  to  the  day  the  quiet  and  repoee  which 
are  so  important  to  its  proper  obswvance.  But 
no  such  language  and  no  such  sentiment  as  the 
member  has  quoted  or  aUnded  to  to-day  esc^H 
ed  from  either  of  us.  I  should  not,  of  coarse, 
have  noticed  in  my  place  here  the  original  slan- 
der if  it  had  not  been  alluded  to  by  others. 

Mr.  Clat  rejoined  that  he  believed,  what- 
ever might  be  the  character  of  the  repcHii,  it 
had  emanated  from  newspapers  which  support- 
ed the  correctness  of  the  gentleman's  position ; 
that  he  spoke  from  the  newspaper  aooonnt, 
which  he  nad  never  before  heua  ouitrovert- 
ed. 

Ur.  Wbbsctb  said  he  pronouooed  tiie  whde 
story  a  vile  dander,  whetlm  reported  of  him- 
self or  his  friend.  Wther  of  us,  nr,  (aM  Mr. 
W.,}  enressed  any  such  sentiment,  nor  ai^ 
thing  like  It  The  whole  matter  was  original 
and  nnnuxcd  calumny. 

Mr,  Clat,  of  Alabama,  in  reply,  stated  that 
if  it  was  a  mistake  or  a  calumny,  it  proceeded 
entirely  from  the  papers  in  favor  of  the  political 
principles  advocated  by  Mr.  W.,  and  it  had  not 
proceeded  from,  or  been  circulated  in,  papers 
ai  the  other  side.  This  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  it  oontra^oted ;  and,  hearing  it  from 
Buoh  a  source^  he  was  satisfied  he  mnst  have 
been  midnfiwmed. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  dedded  In  the  affirmative  by  the  fid- 
lowing  vote: 

Tlis.— Veen.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucbauu, 
Galhcon,  day  of  *t»>»f"f,  Fulton,  Grimdy,  Hub* 
bard,  Eiiur  of  Alsbamii,  Idnn,  Lyon,  Horria,  NUes, 
Noivell,  Keree,  Ro«do,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  CtonneoUcut,  Stnnge,  Walker,  Wall,  WUIiama, 
Wright,  Toung-— 2a. 

Kays.— Ueeeis.  Bawd,  Blai^,  Clur  of  Kentud^, 
CliTton,  Crittoiden,  Dsvis,  Kent,  King  of  Georrit, 
Knight,  HcKean,  Nicholas,  PMntiss.  Bobbins,  OoMh 
of  Iiufiana,  Bonthard,  Sirift,  TilUnadge,  Uptao^ 
Webster,  White— Sa 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Bouss 
of  Bepresentatives  for  cononrrenoe. 


Wkdsesdat,  October  11. 
Mr.  Maduori't  Papen. 
Mr.  Waix,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  bill  relinquishing  to  Mrs. 
Madison  the  copyright  in  foreign  countries  to 
the  late  President  Madison's  Journal  of  the  De- 
bates of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution ;  and  also  the  avtuls  of  snch  con- 
tracts as  had  been  made  by  her  relative  to  its 
publication,  prior  to  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
which  anlh«i»d  the  pnrohsse  of  those  ^pers 
by  Gorenunait 
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This  bill  WB8,  by  anauimooB  ooosent,  read 
twine,  and  ordered  to  be  mgnmed  for  a  third 
iMding, 


lauBBDAY,  October  13. 
AnMxation  tff  Texat. 

Ifr.WraBxaBsaid  he  rose  to  present  a  great 
umnber  of  memorialB  and  petltfons  agidnst  the 
uncautkn  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
These  papers,  he  said,  were  sent  to  him,  scHne 
of  them  mnn  most  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States.  They  were  umnerooL  and  some  of 
them  contained  several  thoosana  sigDotnres.  In 
aome  iMtanoes  he  knew  the  ugners,  and  knew 
them  to  be  hishlT'  respectable  persons,  and  he 
found  among  uie  names  persons  of  all  parties 
in  polltioa,  and  all  sects  in  relif^on. 

At  one  time,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  bad  thought  it 
might  be  aa  wall  not  to  present  these  petitions 
till  the  next  aeseioo.  Bnt  it  b^g  now  offi<ual- 
Ir  faunra  that  the  annezatiMi  (tf  Texas  to  the 
united  States  had  become  the  nibject  of  oom- 
uonioation  between  the  two  GoTemmenti,  the 
time  had  come  when  it  was  prq;>er  that  those 
dttzena  wlio  wished  to  protest  against  anjr  rach 
aauKutAoa  should  make  thor  aentimttits  known 
to  th^  own  OoTcmment. 

Kr.  Swm,  Ur.  MoEba2t,  and  Mr.  WnxuxB, 
also  presented  remonstrances  on  the  same  snb- 
jeot,  from  ciUxens  of  their-  respective  States, 
which  were  eeverallj  hud  on  the  table. 

Xow  i^£cmin^tejf  agmatt  Banhrupt  Bavlct. 

Mr.  Qbdhdt,  from  tiie  Chmmiittee  on  the  Ja- 
^darr,  to  whom  waa  rei&rred  so  ranch  the 
FndoenVa  JCesM^  aa  related  to  bankmptcr, 
moved  that  thp  ooramtttee  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  ocoaideration  of  that  snlfject. 

Mr.  Bnmnr  said :  The  reconmiwdation  of 
the  Freadent  for  a  bankrnpt  law,  applicable  to 
banks  and  bankers,  has  been  made  the  snbject 
repeated  animadvernon  on  this  floor,  and 
that  while  the  snbject  waa  not  before  the  Sen- 
ate, bat  in  the  handa  of  a  committee.  I  noticed 
thrae  animadvernons  on  a  former  occasion,  not 
for  argnmenL  bnt  for  the  parpose  of  exhibiting 
th^  onparliamentary  character;  to  dissent 
from  their  Jnstneas ;  to  expresa.m]r  own  appro- 
bflittini  <tf  toe  recommendation ;  ud  to  dedare 
mjself  ready  to  anpport  it^  whenever  it  oonld 
be  done  in  a  parliamentaiT'  manner,  and  with- 
ont  obligtdos  into  a  discoadon  foreign  to  the 
■object  in  hand.  The  soitable  oooaaion  now 
iwesents  itself ;  and  I  embraoe  it  with  pteasorc, 
that  the  great  remedial  measore  proposed  by 
the  Presi^nt,  and  called  for  by  the  rights  and 
inttfeats  of  the  pec^le,  and  by  the  character  of 
the  ooontry,  may  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  un- 
parliamentaiy  and  precodons  assaults  which 
have  been  made  npon  it. 

At  the  head  of  tboee  who  have  made  the  at- 
tack on  this  part  of  the  Message,  and  whose 
olfitetiooa  cover  all  the  ground  wbioh  has  since 
beea  ooonpied  by  otherai  ia  the  Senator  from 
TobXIXL-S9 


Massachnsetts,  who  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  Treasury  note  bill,  (Mr.  WxngTBB.)  That 
Senator  spoke  bnefly,  but  oomprehenMvely, 
against  this  Executive  reconunendation.  He 
preset^  all  the  points  whioh  others  have 
since  elaborated.  In  anawoing  him,  I  answer 
alL 

The  o14eo(i(Hia  whi(A  the  Senatw  from  Has- 
laohnsetts  takes  to  the  Exeontive  reeommenda* 
taon  are  of  a  two-fold  character:  first,  to  the 
oonstitatlonal  power  of  Congrees  to  pass  * 
bankrupt  law,  confined  to  moneyed  corpora- 
tions and  to  bankers,  and  mth  a  tIcw  to  ope- 
rate upon  the  paper  carren«y:  secondly,  to 
the  condstency  of  the  President  in  having  made 
sach  a  recommendation. 

I  take  up  the  second  of  these  objections  first, 
because  it  creates  a  prejudice  agunst  the  whole 
recommendation  of  the  President.  The  Impn- 
tation  of  inconsistency  creates  a  prejndice;  and 
it  is  necessary  to  remove  that  pr^ndice  before 
the  recommendation  can  be  fairly  considered. 
The  inconaisteDcy  impnted,  lies  in  the  soppoeed 
disckdmw  of  the  Prerident  of  all  federal  an- 
thorit^  over  the  carrent^,  and  then,  an  aa- 
snmption  of  power  to  regulate  tluit  currency, 
and  to  r^;ulate  it  by  an  nnanthorized  exercise 
of  the  power  to  pass  bankrapt  laws.  This  Is 
the  point  of  the  imputed  inconsistency.  It  all 
turns  upon  this  word  currency;  and  now,  what 
currency  does  the  Senator  from  MassachnsettB 
meant  Oertainly  not  the  currency  of  the 
conB:titntion ;  for  the  President  recites  the 
power  to  coin  that  cnrrency,  and  to  relate  its 
valne.  It  must  be  the  pa^r  currency — the 
local  bank  notes  and  the  shm-plasters — which 
are  intended  {  and,  if  so,  I  have  to  remark  that 
the  President  Tuy  explicitly  discMnu  both  the 
authority,  and  the  expediency,  of  having  re- 
course to  a  national  bank  to  regnlate  that  sp^ 
(ues  of  currency.  He  discldms  that  instrnment 
of  regulation ;  and  in  doiug  so,  he  stands  upon 
the  constitution,  which  disowns  ita  existence : 
upon  the  fact,  which  shows  its  impotency ;  and 
npon  the  ground  whioh  the  authors  of  the  first 
national  bank  occupied,  and  to  whom  the  regu- 
lation of  currency  and  of  exchanges  was  wholly 
unknown  as  among  the  reasons  for  its  creation. 
These  reasons  are  of  modem  conception  and 
recent  date.  They  are  an  after-tiioaght  of  the 
subsequent  supporters  of  the  second  national 
bank.  The  Preddent  diadalma  also  a  power  to 
■unpress  the  local  bankii^  InstitationB  by  fede- 
ral le^slatioD ;  but  he  nowhere  diBolaims  the 
anthontj'  to  prevent  their  p^er  issues  flrom 
snperseding  and  expdling  the  hard  money  our- 
reney  of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  he 
claims  that  power,  and  pcnnts  to  tiie  sonrces  of 
its  rightful  exercise  in  tne  incidental  effects  of 
federal  legislation  in  favor  of  hard  money  as 
neoeffiarily  improving  the  condition  of  paper 
currency ;  and  then  he  points  to  the  bansrupt 
power  as  fbmishing  the  direct  means  of  check- 
ing the  issues  of  non-specie  paying  banks,  and 
giving  a  remedy  to  the  holders  of  their  unptdd 
notes.  This  ia  what  the  Freaident  does;  and 


Digitized  by 


480 


AWDCaiBNT  OF  IBB 


B.orS.} 


TWENTT-FIFTH  C0ir6EESS.-EXTEA  SESSIOS. 


PBOGEEDINGS  AKD  DBBAISS 


THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES » 


MoNDAT,  September  4, 1687. 
At  twdve  o'clock,  the  Hotue  of  Repreeeata- 
tives  was  called  to  cn^er  Kr.  Fbahkuv,  the 
Clerk  of  the  last  OoDgrees,  irho  iMd  the  Pnal- 
Oent^  proohunalicn  ootToiiag  the  pmeiit  see- 
don  of  Oongren.  He  tiun  prooeeded  to  oaU 


*  KI8T  or  MgMwmwa, 

Jfd^M.— 43Mrg«  Etui,  J<Aa  PslrileM,  Tbnothj  J.  Gar- 
ter, F.  0.  J.  Smith,  Thomaa  Dstm,  Joiutbaii  Ciney,  Joaeidi 
C  Vvfta^  Hn^  J.  AndenoL 

J^M  Bov%ptkir*.—%Ksaa.A  Cuhmaa,  Jamei  Fanlngton, 
dMriw  J.  Atturtn,  Jonph^Mki,  Jand  W.  VUliuu. 

JToMSdhiMNK— BMud  VkMbm,  Btephes  a  Phmip*, 
Oriab  <MUiiA  mntaa  Fiimntv,  Lavi  Unaoln,  OMqta 
Onimd^  C(«aii»  H.  Brigp,  WnUan  B.  Oalhou,  Hathanlal 
B.  Borden,  Joha,  Q.  Adama,  Jobs  Bead,  WUllam  8.  Haa- 
tiasa. 

Xhodt  Inland,— 3.  L.  TUUa^iaat,  Bobert  K  Cnnaton. 

OMMtMrtloHl.— taaac  Toocer,  Samiiel  Ingluuti,  £llalia  H»- 
Tbtmaa  T.  WUtUeaer*  Zjuncalot  Flielpa,  Oria  Holt 

ranMMt-aUaad  Hall,  WUlbm  SUst  Homan  Allan, 
Zhm  nataher,  Eonea  Bnntt. 

Jima  70ffi>-Thomaa  B.  Jaakaoa,  Atrahim  Taadamai^ 
CL  C.  OaibNAut,"Slj  Udore,  Bdimd  Oartta,  Ogdan  Boff- 
nua,  Ooremenr  Kembl«,  Oba^ah  Tttai,  Kathantal  Joaea, 
John  a  Bradhead,  Zadook  Pntt,  Boboit  iraaDan,  Henrr 
Tall,  Albert  Oallup,  John  L  De  Gnfl;  David  BoMell,  Jidtn 
Falmor,  James  B.  Bpenoer,  John  Edwarda,  Aipbaxad  Lo»- 
iiila,B«ur  A.F«ate^AlHahamP.  Gnat,  Inae  E.  Konaon, 
Jolu  H.  Fraatiaa,  AmMa  J.  Paikar^  John  a  Cla^  Andrew 
D.  T.  BrOTB,  Hlnm  On^,  Wmiam  T^jim,  Bennett  Blek- 
mll,  WnUam  H.  Noble,  Bemud  Blidaall,  Hark  H.  BlUej, 
John  T.  Andieira,  Tlmothf  OhUda,  WflUam  PatleiaMi, 
Lather  0.  Pe^  Richard  P.  Uarrln,  lOBaid  rmmore, 
Charles  P.  UtehelL 

JITeto  tTerMy.— John  B.  A|«(lgft  John  P.  &  Haxwell, 
TUUam  Halsted,  Jooeph  7.  Baado^  Ohulai  a  BttittoD, 
ntonaa  J«eo  Yorteb 

rmM^mmia.  LwiwI  Pafarta^  Ja^a  flagiaMi^Qoorgo 
V.  TUiad,  Obiriet  Vajlor,  Xmrd  Da*Ui,  Dnld  Potta,  Jr^ 
Xtanid  D>rilBfto%  Aeob  A7,     HUttte  Xan^  ItaTld 


the  names  of  the  members  from  %  roll  made  up 
by  himadf  in  the  nsoal  mahner. 

Tlie  Hoose  t>roeeed«d  to  the  deotioft  ef  a 
Speaker.    Meeaee.  Haukb,  KgKbnvan,  and 


D,  WagaMT,  Ednd  B.  Hablar,  Henj  A.  XsUeBbaif^ 
Lather  Bdl^,  Henrr  Lofju,  Dan.  Shelhr,  Chailea  MK^nre^ 
miUam  W.  PottM,  David  PetrlUn,  Kobcrt  U.  Hammond, 
Bamnel  Uoirla,  Charlea  OglA,  John  KUngenamlQi,  An- 
drew Bnchaoan,  T.  M.  T.  UoKennon,  Blehaid  BMdte,  Wnk 
Beattf,  ThMuaa  HeDr7,  AmoM  Flomer. 
ZWoware^ohB  J.  HflUgia. 

JTorylaMA—JehB  Dwals,  Jamat  A.  P«an«,  t.  T.  K 
VortUagloBiBwtjHiita  a  Howaid,  lmt»  VsKIia,  Wmi^  OL 
JduMOB,  PtuMla  Thoanas,  Daniel  Jaidfcr. 

yirgfiif  a.— Henry  A.  Viae,  Franda  Malloiy,  Jclm  Bobart- 
aoB,  Chariaa  f.  Heioer,  John  TaUaforro,  B,  M.  T.  Hunter, 
James  Garland,  Franda  E.  Blvee,  Walter  Colee,  George  C. 
Diomgoole,  Jamee  W.  Bonldln,  John  M.  Patton,  Jamea  If. 
Maaon,  Imae  8.  Fennybacker,  Andrew  Betrme,  Anhlbald 
atoatt,  John  W.  Joaea,  Bobert  Cralft  Oaofga  W.  KopUa^ 
Joa^  Johnara,  Wllltam  &  Hwsbb. 

JTora  OanUmOf-itmt  A.  Bymim,  Sdwttd  IX  Btanlar, 
CiMriaa  Bhepaid,  Janaa  lleEaj.  iL  T.  KnAini^  Edmaad 
Deberry,  Wm.  Montgomeiy,  An^  H.  Sbapperd,  Abraham 
Bencher,  Henry  Oonoer,  James  Graham,  Levia  WOUama, 
Samnel  T.  Sawyer. 

SoutX  OarMna.—'R.  8.  Legawi,  Waddy  Tbompaon,  John 
K  Qrlffla,  B.  Barwdl  Bhett,  Fraoda  W.  Pkkena,  W,  "K. 
CIowiMy,  F.  K  Elmor^  JUa  Cantpball,  John  P.  BIdMid- 
son. 

OtftettOf^Ttaaat  OaaoMk,  9,  V.  Ctordaad,  Saaloi 
Qtaatland,  Ghulaa  B.  Vapm,  HopUna  Helaey,  Abei  Jackp 
era,  Qeorye  W.  Owens  Oeorge  W.  B.  Townee,  W.  a  Daw- 

>n. 

JflMtetppi-John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  8.  J.  Oholaon. 

JTMteaty.— John  L.  hfnrray,  Edward  Bnmaey,  J.  B.  T7a- 
derwood,  Bharrod  Williams,  James  Harian,  John  Callioon, 
John  Fope^  Wm.  J,  Graves,  John  White,  Blohard  Bawea, 
B.  A.  UaiiUke,  John  GtaHabeta,  W.  W.  Boothgata. 

naaiiiiii— Wm.  B.  Oartaib  ^  MoCaaltoa,  J«i,  I.  WU* 
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JoNw,  of  Yir^nia,  ynn  appointed  tellers ;  and 
reported  the  result  w  foUows : 

Total  number  of  votes  SB4 ;  neoesBBTT-  to  a 
choice       -----  118 

For  Jamei  K.  Polk  -  -  -  -  lie 
John  Bell        -      -      -      -  108 

Scattering      -  6 

Bo  Jasos  E.  Folk  was  declared  to  hare  been 
dulj  elected  Speaker.  He  was  conducted  to 
the  chur  hj  Messrs.  Lawlbb  end  Owsns,  when 
he  made  a  brief  address  of  thanks,  and  was 
then  sworn  in  by  Kr.  Lewis  Wiluuo^  the 
senior  member  of  the  Hoose. 

The  HoDse  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Clerk,  when  Waltbb  S.  Frakkur  received 
146  Totee,  Sauitil  Bhocx,  of  FennsylTaoia, 
4&  and  16  votes  were  oast  for  other  perauu. 

So  Waisbb  B,  VausKua  was  deafind  dnlr 
chosen  Olerk. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  "Wnukiat  of  XlbrQi  Otaeo- 
Uaii  Ifossrs.  Oabb  and  Hubtkb  were  ai^tdnted 
doorkeepers  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ooraon,  Boderiek  Dori^ 
was  appointed  seneont^at-arma. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qabiand,  of  Virffinia,  a 
oommittee  of  three  was  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  jom  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  wait  on  the  Prerident  of  the 
United  States,  snd  inform  him  that  a  qaornm 
of  the  two  Houses  was  assembled,  and  that 
Oonneas  was  readj  to  receive  an;^  oommnnieft- 
^on  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 


TrasDAT,  Septeniber  5. 

Mr.  Gaslavd  of  Virginia,  from  the  Select 
Joint  Oommittee  appointed  to  w^t  on  tiie 
Fnrident  «f  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Ocngreas  were  omm- 
Ized,  repented  that  iber  had  perfmned  Itnt 
dnty,  and  that  the  PresUent  would  transmit  a 
Messitte  to  them  in  wrttfaig  that  d^  at  IS 

O^OlOCIE. 

A  Ifoaaage  in  writing  was  reoelved  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  by  the  hands 
of  his  private  secretary,  Abraham  Van  Bnren, 
Esq.   (See  Senate  proceedings.) 

Printer  to  fA«  Soute. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  printer  to 
the  Honse. 

On  the  twelfth  ballot  Thomas  Alien  was 
eleoted. 


Bmu,  n.  L.  Tnawr.  Vm.  B.  GunpMl,  Jtflu  BtU,  A. 
P.  Xhi7,  Jiaiw  K.  Bbea.  J.  BUeU^  Blduutf  Cheat, 
han,  JohnW,  OrodMtt,01irlrtopltern.iniltaiu,  wrniam 
Btoae. 

OAio.— Alex.  DaDcan,  Taylor  Webster,  Pstriok  O.  Ooode, 
ThomM  ConriD,  Thomu  L.  Hsmer,  Ctlruj  Morrit,  Wm. 
Xer  Bond,  J.  Bldgwar,  /ahn  Ctunier,  Bampacm  Uawii, 
J.  AlezsBder,  Jr.,  Alex.  Haiper,  D.  P.  Leadbetter,  Wm.  H 
Himt«r,  John  W.  AIl«ti,  Ettaha  WUttlMty,  Andmr  JjfxtwU, 
MatUaaBUitlar.DnW  KUffon, 


[&  or  B. 


Fbidat,  September  8. 
Death  ^  Mr.  Stand^er, 

Mr.  Bbix  announced  to  the  House  the  deolli 
of  his  late  colleague,  the  Hon.  Jahes  Stak- 
DSFKB,  in  the  foUowing  terms : 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  melancholy  duty  has  been 
aadgned  me,  by  my  colleagues,  of  announcing 
to  uie  Honse  the  death  of  one  of  our  mem- 
bers. 

Jambs  SrAiroBfSB,  while  on  his  journey  to 
this  place,  in  order  to  enter  upon  hu  duties  as 
a  member  oi  this  Hoose^  waa^  on  the  SMh  of 
last  numtfa,  Boddoily  amated  ij  the  hand  of 
the  Great  Destroyer  ot  human  exiatenoe.  ^ 
this  nnexpeoted  erent,  the  oonntiy  is  dejaiTe^ 
at  a  period  of  mom  than  eonmum  interest  and 
difficulty,  of  the  services  of  a  most  devoted  and 
patriotic  pnblio  servant,  and  this  House  of  an 
honest  and  worthy  monber.  My  late  colleague 
was  remarkable  for  an  equanimity  of  temper, 
and  a  kindness  of  feeling,  conbined  with  a 
justness  of  peroq)tion  in  all  the  conoems  oi 
Ufa,  at  least  of  cwdinaiy  ooourrenoe,  whiohj 
without  the  advantages  of  early  culture,  or  of 
books,  at  an^  time,  procured  for  him  through- 
out a  life  which  was  not  short,  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  numerous  friends^  and  ruaed  him  to 
the  rank  of  a  nseftil  and  meritorioua  citizen. 
The  aame  qnaUties  of  heart  and  mind,  aided  by 
a  reputation  for  Itonesty  which  he  notdy  earn- 
ed, and  continued  to  mMutain  by  the  most 
senqndons  regard  for  truth  and  justice  in  all 
Us  tranaaotiona,  publio  and  private,  caused  him 
to  be  Tweatedlj  chosen  to  the  L^slature  of 
his  own  State;  of  which  body  he  was  a  usefol 
and  respected  member.  He  was,  for  many 
years,  a  member  of  this,  and  I  am  sore  -that 
his  quiet  ^nd  unobtrusive  mannets— his  puno- 
tutil  disoharge  of  all  the  duties  asrigued  him, 
in  the  organization  of  the  House,  must  have 
secured  the  respect  of  his  associates.  To  these 
evidences  of  his  worth,  I  might  add,  that  in  the 
late  war  with  Oreat  Britdn,  he  ^tjnored  him- 
self an  intrepid  solder.  He  was^  above  most 
men  I  have  known,  who  have  risen  In  any  de- 
gree into  pnblio  view,  under  edmilor  circum- 
Btancee,  free  from  the  pride  and  vanity  of  mere 
statira;  never  anxioua  to  appear  what  he  was 
not ;  ooDtent  to  be  dlassed  with  the  useful  and 
futiuhl,  be  made  no  pret^isions;  hod  no  aa< 
pirations  b^ond  his  real  deserts.  If^  therefore, 
my  lamented  ooUeague  cannot  be  said  to  have 
possessed  any  of  those  shining  endowments 
which  are  required  to  make  a  £gure  in  this 


Zouttlann—Bmuj  Jahaioa,  BUmr  XT.  B^l^,  KIm 
OarUsd. 

AtManar-Batllff  Boon,  JiAn  EwlnA  TniUam  OtbIhhii, 
Oeo;  H.  DoDii,  Jaa  Barides,  Wm.  Hano^  Atbart  B.  TklU. 

TJHnofo— A.  W.  SnjdeT,  Zadook  Gbmt,  WOUam  L  1^. 

Alal>an<i.  —Dixon  H.  Dewis,  FnmcU  8.  L70B,  Banbaa 
Chapman,  Joab  lAwlar,  Joahna  L  IfavtlB. 

JffaKwK^Albait  O.  Hantaon,  Ahaimtafc 

-dnfeoiMaft— AjdflMOd  TalL 


JaaU  of  Mr.  ,Ofsilj^. 
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Hoase,  which  strike  oar  fancy,  or  command  our 
admiration,  he  mig^t  rtill  Joatly  laj  olum  to 
other  and  hnmbler  attributes,  whioo^  apon  the 
whole,  oonatitnte  a  character  of  soUd  merit,  and 
often  one  of  more  enduring  fame ;  and  that  the 
dne  and  nsual  tribute  of  respect  be  p^d  to  his 
memorr,  hy  this  HooBej  I  move  too,  ur,  the 
resolution  which  I  hold  in  mj  hand: 

JSeaohtd,  That  as  a  UaHaMoj  at  nspeot  for  the 
memorj  of  the  decetaed,  the  members  of  tfaia  House 
will  Ko  into  mooming  by  wearing  crape  on  the  loft 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  readiitioo  was  nnaniroonalT  adopted. 
Jir.  Btix  then  DMmd  that  th«  Hoom  ad- 
Jonrn. 

And  it  a^ooriMd  aoeordlnglj. 

ICoiTDAT,  September  11. 

Payment  of  J^>eei€  to  Memben  cf  Cengrm,' 

The  reaolation  offered  on  Thursday  last  by 
ICr.  BiDDu,  of  Pemuylvania,  and  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  having  been  again  read  as  fd- 
lowa: 

"  Jtttelvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  re- 
port to  tUs  House  whether  a  letter,  purporting  to  be 
addressed  by  Um  to  the  Cleifc  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
nsentadTSB,  oflMug  pajment4n  qieeie  to  members 
of  Ccmgreo,  ia  anthiHitfe;  if  so,  to  iriiat  ether  eUm- 
uita  on  the  Treasury  a  wmilar  offer  has  been  made, 
and  wliat  principle  <^  discrimiuition,  if  any,  Iiaa  beeb 
adopted  in  the  medium  of  payment  to  ibe  public 
creditors." 

The  reeolutioo,  as  modified^  waa  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Biu,  of  Tenneasee,  offered  the  following 
resolnticm;  which  lies  for  c(Hisideration  one 
day: 

Rfoiwed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaiy  be 
diraoted,  with  as  little  dday  as  possftde,  to  iximmani- 
«>te  to  tUs  Hoose  the  amount  of  the  appropriatiims 
of  die  poit  and  inesent  year  — ^*"*"g  '""titt^H  ■ 
the  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  exiating  engagements 
contracted  prior  to  the  let  day  of  June  lut,  and  all 
exiadng  engagments  contracted  since  that  dme. 
Also,  the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury and  placed  in  the  h&nda  of  disbursing  offlcera  or 
agmts  <Hi  the  Irt  day  May  last,  and  at  the  present 
t&e.  And  that  he  also  nprai  what  objects  «  pnbUc 
ezpendltaN  can,  with  the  least  infury  to  the  public 
■erviee,  be  rither  wholly  diqtenaea  wWt  daring  the 
proeent  year,  or  have  any  mijterial  reduction. 

B^ertncc  of  the  Memage  and  Export. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OAMBBBtEHO,  the  Hessage 
of  the  President  to  Oongress  was  then  taken 
Qp,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union :  and  the  House  went 
thereon  into  committee,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Aducs  in  the 
ch^r.  ^ 

Mr.  CAUBBELEna  introduced  two  resolntionB, 
as  follows ; 

1.  Retolved,  Tbat  so  mwdi  of  the  FMrident's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  oouutry,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

S.  JUtolwd,  That  so  mneh  of  the  Fresktent's  Mee- 


pT  mn,  ]»7. 


sage  as  rdatet  to  a  bankrupt  law,  be  referred  to  Oe 
Conimittee  on  the  Jadkdary. 

Hie  resolntions  were  aeTeraUy  agreed  to; 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  them  to  Um 
House,  and  they  were  oononrred  in. 

Mr.  Oakbuixno  snbmitted  the  f<dlowing 
reaoluHoD,  which  was  agreed  to : 

SmJvMt,  That  so  much  of  the  rmott  of  the  Seare> 
tary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  fluaaoea.  as 
relates  to  the  flaancce  of  the  eountiy,  be  rcftnea  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ibans;  and  Aat  so 
miidi  of  q^r«HHt  as  rriatesto  afaooknipt  kwbe 
reftned  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jnffldaty. 

Butinm  for  the  Stmion. 

Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smtth,  of  Maine,  said  that  he 
wished  to  aaoertain  we  senae  of  the  Hooae  aa 
to  what  was  to  be  the  bnaineei  of  the  Marion 
befbre  it ;  and  asked  leave  to  introdaoe  a  reao- 
Intton.  Leave  was  given,  and  the  fidknrlng 
reaotttllni  was  intradnoed : 

**  Jteaelvedf  That  the  action  of  tbe  several  standing 
committees  of  this  House,  on  all  matters  not  ens- 
braced  by  the  Message  <tf  the  Freridont  of  tbe  United 
States  to  the  two  Hoosea  of  Congress,  eoDonrnkaled 
on  the  second  day  of  the  current  sesrion,  be  sns- 
pended  until  the  eommenoement  of  the  anneal  sm* 
rion  of  Congress  in  Deoember  next,  and  that  the 
ooorideratioQ  of  all  petitions  oa  such  raapended  mat- 
ten  be  also  postponed  to  the  pwiod  above  qiecified." 

Mr,  WiixuiiB,  of  North  Osrolina,  moved  to 
postpone  the  reeolution  until  Wedueeday. 

[After  a  delate,  hi  whkh  Hessn.  Smith,  WUt* 
tkoey,  Bell,  Cambreleng,  and  Wise,  took  a  pat^] 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Qaxuhd,  of  YirglniA,  moved  to  reacbid 
the  rasxdution,  of  inserting  "  with  the  exoep- 
tion  of  private  trastnesB."  Thwe  was  no  ra- 
son,  he  said,  why  the  private  blUs  whidi  hsd 
been  hanging  here  for  yean,  should  not  be  act- 
ed on,  in  the  intervals  of  tintb,  when  Uie  Hooss 
wsfl  not  otherwise  employed.  The  amendmoit 
was  lost. 

Tbe  original  readotion  was  agreed  to. 


TuBSDXT,  S^tember  18^ 
^mrth  ItutalmaiUSai. 

Mr.  Oaaaaaxmt  on  leave,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Jfeano,  reported  the  ftdlow- 

ingbiU: 

A  bill  to  pos^ione  the  f<Kirth  instalment  of  depoiit 
with  the  States. 
Se  it  enacted  the  8en«^  ntd  ffotue  of  Repre- 
eeiUativet  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Con- 
greet  aemnbled,  That  the  transfer  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  the  deposits  directed  to  be  made  with 
tbe  States  under  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act 
of  June  28,  1686,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
postponed  until  flirther  proviaon  by  law. 

Mr.  CucBBKLEHG  would  merely  mention  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  that  was  the 
only  bill  the  committee  ooold  agree  opoii  at  thia 
nuffning*s  sesri<Hi.  There  voold,  prabablj,  be 
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na  United  StaUi,  Jfearioo,  and  Ttoof. 


[H.  <wB. 


two  other  bills  reqidring  the  most  argent  action 
of  the  House  to-morroV  morning. 

The  above  bill  was  referred  to  a  Oommittee 
ct  the  "Whole  on  the  state  ot  the  Union, 

Election  of  Chaplain, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Hr.  GAitmn>, 
of  Virginia,  wait  into  the  eleetdcm  of  a  Ohap- 
IaId. 

On  Qie  second  ballot,  Ber.  Mr.  Tnston  re- 
G^ved  186  Totea,  wbdcli  betiu;  a  nu^orit^  of 
the  wholes  he  was  declared  Axu^  elected  Chap- 
lain to  the  House. 


WiDSiSDAT,  September  18. 
Order  qf  Butinm. 

The  Spkakkh  stated  that,  having  oOnMdered 
the  extent  of  the  resolntion  adopted,  by  the 
House  on  Monday,  touching  the  course  of  its 
business,  and  compared  it  witti  the  16Qi  rale 
of  order,  wMch  requires  the  calling  for  peti- 
tions, he  hod  been  conatnined  to  oome  to  the 
oonelndon  that  it  was  his  datr,  onder  that  rule, 
to  call  the  Hoose,  by  States,  for  petitions ;  but 
that,  if  any  should  he  presented  which  hul  no 
inunediate  relation  to  the  special  subjects  re- 
commended io  the  President's  Message  to  the 
attention  of  Congress,  at  its  present  sraaion,  the 
House  oould  enter  into  no  action  conoeraing 
them,  hub  that  they  must,  as  of  course,  lie  on 
the  table  until  the  period  of  the  regular  session 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December  next. 

Under  this  dedrion,  the  States  were  there- 
npon  called  on  for  petitions,  and  a  very  few 
were  presented,  wliioh  had  no  rd'erence  to  the 
oarrenoy;  while  a  nnmbw  were  ofifared  which 
did  nma  to  that  sal^Jeot,  and  the  praynr  of 
which  was  nlher  in  favor  ot,  or  adverse  ta  the 
establishment  of  a  national  banlc ;  and  which 
were  referred  to  the  Ooninittee  of  Ways  and 
Means :  several  of  them  were  ndraed  to  he 
printed, 

Propoted  Imue  o/  TWmvry  Ifotet. 

Mr.  CAMBSELKiTa,  from  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  antiLOiize 
tlio  issuing  of  Treasury  notes. 

Tlie  bill  was  read  twioe^  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  tiie  Wlude  on  the  state  the 
Union. 

VniUd  Statn^  Mexico^  and  Texas. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Adams,  was  read,  viz  : 

Retolvei,  IW  the  Pre«dent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  tlus  House,  so  fsr  as 
may  be  conostent  with  the  pnblio  Interest,  all  the 
oorrespondcQce  between  the  Government  of  the 
'United  States  and  that  of  Mexico,  concerning  the 
boundary  between  diem,  and  partietdariy  concerning 
any  propondon  for  a  cession  of  territoiy  beloogitig 
to  the  Mexican  oonfedenttlon  to  the  Ui^ted  States ; 
and  also  all  correspondence  relating  thereto  between 
tfie  DepartniMit  of  State  and  the  dhjicHBStie  fnnesM^ 
attrea  of  the  United  Slates  ia  HaKloo,  wl  of  the 


add  Department  wifli  those  of  the  Mexican  RwnUio, 
aooiedited  to  the  GovertuneBt  ^  the  United  E&tteib 

Mr.  Aj>avs  observed  that,  as  this  was  msa^ 
a  call  for  information,  if  no  oppoaiti<«i  shoua 
be  made  to  its  adi^tiou,  he  should  content  him- 
self with  simply  asking  a  vote  of  the  House 
apon  it,  without  acoranpanying  it  with  any  re* 
marks. 

Ifr,  HowAKD  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations)  said  that,  if  the  gentieman 
from  Hassachnsetts  wished  for  this  correspoud- 
enoe  merely  that  it  might  be  printed  and  thrown 
before  the  House  and  the  country,  he  should 
make  no  opposition  to  the  call ;  but  if  it  was 
his  intentioa  to  move  for  its  reference  to  a 
oominittee,  in  vidation  of  the  plan  vhidi  hod 
Imch  chalked  oat  by  the  Hoase  for  the  ooarss 
of  its  barinesB  at  the  present  sssrion,  he  duold 
certainly  oppose  the  aooptioa  of  the  resdntim. 
In  the  meanwhile,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
to  add  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  the  first 
of  the  resolations.  He  would  suggest  whether 
the  Honse,  by  merely  passing  a  nlent  vote 
adopting  the  resolution,  might  not  find  itself  to 
have  established  a  precedent  which  might 
hereafter  {ovve  very  inconvenient  He  did  not 
exaotiy  comprehend  what  the  object  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  oonld  be  in  going  Inck  to 
the  old  question  of  our  Mexican  boundary,  now 
that  an  mtermediate  province  had  been  inter- 
posed between  us  and  Mexico,  No  doabt  tiie 
gentieman  had  good  reasons,  which  would  ap- 
pear in  doe  time, 

Mr.  AoAu  said  it  was  not  Us  lnteirii«i  to 
bring  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexioo 
into  disonasion  at  this  time ;  hat  merely  to  ob- 
tain the  information  called  for  in  the  resdatiai. 
and  have  it  printed  fiv  the  use  of  the  House  am 
of  tlieiiatloa. 

The  TCsdntkn  wis^  wttbovt  debate^  agreed 
to. 

The  following  resolution,  also  moved  yeitov 
day  \ij  Mr.  Adams,  was  read,  viz : 

JtuoUtd,  TlMt  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  oomnnmicata  to  this  House  wlietber 
any  pn^KNntion  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
B^niblio  of  Texis  to  the  Goremment  of  the  United 
Sti^  for  the  annexaUon  of  the  said  Republic  of 
Texas  to  this  Union,  and  if  such  propositioa  has 
been  made,  what  answer  Ims  been  retonied,  and  aH 
correspondence  wfaidi  lias  taken  place  relating  there* 
ta 

Mr.  WiSB  aaxA  he  shonld  vote  against  the 
resolution ;  his  reason  was  that  be  was  in  p<ffi- 
session  of  informati<Hi  from  a  high  source,  sod 
on  which  he  could  eiqilidtiy,  podtively  rdy, 
that  the  oorrenMndence  refeired  to  was  not  m 
a  condition  to  be  made  pablio,  and  that  it  might 
be  ii^arious  to  tiie  pnbuo  interest  should  it  now 
be  disclosed. 

Mr.  Hatnxs  su^ested  to  the  mover  to  modify 
his  resolution  by  the  annexation  of  the  ordinary 
qualifying  dause,  "  if  the  communication  of  the 
same  didl,  in  his  opinion,  be  oouistent  with 
theptOiUointflrest.*' 
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Mr.  Hatihes'  amendment  pr«TiUled,  and  the 
reeolntioii  thu  Amended,  vas  adopted. 


THUBSDXTr  Septemlw  14. 
Betentum  ^  MerehanU*  Bonds. 

Ifr.  OxuBsauaiQt  team  the  Committee  of 
Wftjs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  anthorizing  a 
ftirOier  postpooament  of  tibw  p^fmnt  (rf  dnty 
bondB  and  for  other  pnrpoMS. 

Beferred  to  tiie  Oommittee  of  Wmtb  and 
Keaiu. 


Fbidat,  September  15. 

Hi.  Ldtoolh  aaid  tiut  he  had  bcea  (diaiged 
Tith  the  can  and  preMOtation  of  nameroas 
memorial^  Babaorlbed  hj  than  three 

thoaand  of  hU  immediate  oonatttimita,  ranon- 
■trating  in  the  mort  eamert  manner  against 
tiM  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States, 
and  mare  esptea$J3j  against  the  admiaeion  of 
that  ooantry  into  the  Federal  Union.  After 
the  resolotioQ  adoped  by  the  Honso,  which  re- 
stricted the  action  of  the  session  to  the  snbjeots 
embraced  in  the  Preudeot's  Message,  he  had 
intended  to  hare  retained  theee  memorials  in 
bis  poBsesMon,  nntil  the  occasion  offwed  fbr  the 
OMindwtion  of  the  sab^ect  to  which  they  re< 
late.  But  the  extraordinary  debate  to  which 
Ibe  pn^vo^on  of  bis  honorable  coUeagne  (the 
Teaoiiitioa  of  Mr.  Adaio,  asking  infonna- 
tion  ikom  the  Freudent)  had  labseqoentl^ 
given  rise,  made  it  hia  dn^,  aa  he  deemed,  to 
present,  without  fiirtlier  delay,  these  exprea- 
sioDs  of  the  sentiments  of  his  consUtnents.  In 
moving,  as  he  should  be  conatruned  to  do,  un- 
der tlm  reeolntion  of  the  House,  that  the  me- 
morials be  laid  upon  the  table,  he  begged  leave 
to  give  notice  that  be  should  cell  them  up  for 
comidcration  whenever  any  proposiUou  for  the 
Muexation  of  Texas  to  the  tJnited  States  should 
ttuage  the  atteutiou  of  the  Houae.  ' 

Mr.  LiKOOLN  then  presented  sundiy  other  pe- 
titions, remonstratiDg  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  which  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  same  course  was  taken  with  a  large 
mifnber  more,  of  a  similar  tenor,  presmted  by 
]&.  Bbiocml  Mr.  Evxbbtt,  and  (>uier  gentlemen 
JSrom  the  Western  aa  well  as  the  Eastern  States. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  memorial  praying 
tor  retrmdiment  and  reform,  (a  laugh.)  He 
eaid  he  had  been  aware  that  Uiese  words  would 
ooMafon  only  a  universal  shont  of  laughter  in 
the  House,  but  he  had  held  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
present  the  memorial,  because  it  oonUuned  one 
su^estion,  liiat  the  House  sboQld  reduce  the 
pay  of  its  members  from  $8  to  $4  per  diem. 
He  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
withhold  such  a  petition  fVom  tiie  House  a 
ringle  day  longer.    (A  laugh.) 

Regulation  of  Government  Iteeeiten. 
Mr.  Oaicbbelkho,  from  the  Committee  of 
and  Mouu,  r^rted  abill  imgoang  addi- 


tional duties  ai  depositoriea,  In  oertaSa  eaaea,  oa 

public  ofBcera. 

The  bill  referred  to  the  Comn^ttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

1^.  CAMBBKLKHa,  from  the  same  oommittee, 
reported  further  a  bill  "  adjusting  the  remain- 
ing claims  aa  the  late  deposit  Mnks,"  whieh 
recnved  the  same  reference  and  order, 

JPvbUo  ^tpenditvrm. 

The  Sfuebr  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
mnnteation  from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  11th  inatant,  calling  upon  him  to  report 
the  amount  of  ap^nvpriabons  of  the  past  and 
present  years  remaining  unexpended;  t^- 
amount  required  to  fulfil  existing  engagements, 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Jane  last ; 
the  existing  engagements  since  that  time the 
amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers 
Htnoe  the  first  di?  of  May  lost;  and  what  ob- 
jects of  public  ezpenditare  can,  with  the  least 
injury  to  the  pabUo  aarvloe,  be  dli^ensed  with. 

The  oolniiuiSiiioatlDn  waa  aa  fi^wa: 

TuAiiTBT  DxPAimnn, 

a^tUmber  14,  ml. 

8iB :  This  report  is  tabmittea  in  ctmpliance  with 
the  f<^owiQg  resolation,  pwsed  aa  tiie  lltb  insUat: 

"jB«(»iw<i,  That  the  Becretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  with  as  little  delay  as  posrible,  to  commtmi- 
cate  to  itoB  House  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
of  the  past  and  present  yean  remslnhig  unexpended ; 
the  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements 
contnu.'ted  i»ior  to  the  first  day  of  June  las^  and  aD 
niff^iyg  engagements  contracted  sfaioe  that  ttne;  also 
tiie  antonnt  of  money  drawn  from  the  IVeasary  ud 
]daced  in  the  hands  of  dfabntdng  officer*  or  Bgenta 
on  the  first  day  of  May  last  and  at  the  preeeot  ttaa  •, 
and  that  he  also  report  what  olyects  of  pahllc  ex- 
penditure can,  with  the  least  ii^nry  to  the  pobUo  sor- 
^ce,  be  either  wholly  dlspctaed  with  durii^  the 
present  year,  or  bear  any  material  reductifm." 

The  tabular  statement  annexed  ahowa,  as  de^red 
"  the  amount  of  ^e  appropiiadoas  of  ^e  past  and 
present  years  r^naiidng  unexpended"  to  be  1^4,076,- 
iS9  91..  (A.) 

In  r«dy  to  the  biqniry  as  to  "  the  amount  of 
money  Aawn  from  Ute  Treasury,  and  placed  In  the 
hands  of  (Usburstng  officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day 
of  Hay  last,  and  at  the  present  time,"  I  would  state 
that  at  the  fonner  period  it  aiqMan  to  have  been 
|6,2H,(»2  98,  and  at  the  latter  $5,049,640  ?6.  It 
may  be  useful  to  add  that  both  sums  are  much  larger 
than  they  would  otherwise  be,  in  consequence  of  the 
unosdal  amount  of  depodts  by  officers  of  the  mint. 

In  relation  to  **  what  objects  (tf  public  expenditure 
can,  with  tfie  least  injury  to  the  public  serrice,  be 
rittm  nhoUy  dbpensed  with  during  the  present  year, 
of  bear  any  material  reduction,^'  I  would  obserTO 
that  a  minute  and  critical  examination  on  this  point 
was  hiBtituted  in  Hay  last  by  this  Department.  The 
result  of  it  was,  that  enongh  of  it  could  and  would 
be  poetpimed  till  next  year,  to  amount  to  about 
$15,000,000. 

Conseqoently,  the  eipenditares  during  the  prcwnt 
year  were  estimated  in  my  recent  report  upon  that 
bade,  after  every  delay  of  them  wbidi  the  public  In- 
terest may  pemdt.   It  ia  thcrefm  expected  ttiat,  of 
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the  oatetanding  approprUtions  aov  exceeding  |24,- 
000,000,  not  much  over  (9,000,000  will  neceaBarily 
be  required  to  be  expended  dnriiig  the  reeidue  of  the 
year. 

Since  the  reaoluUon  poaed,  fiirtber  Inqoiriee  on 
Hub  pcdut  irere  iostitated  In  oonneotion  iridi  the 
other  depvtments  Of  the  Qovenunent ;  but  ibe  re- 
sult hea  not  been  eeeendiUj  Tiried  from  that  to  wUch 
the  Department  arriTed  last  spring.  The  particular 
heads  of  »ppropriaUon8,  that  it  is  Bnppoaed  need  not, 
and  will  not,  be  expended  in  full  daring  the  Toar, 
and  the  amoouti  under  eaoh,  are  yerj  nnmeroos  and 
ffiOodtto  bepnpuadibnfe  if  derired  iriU  be  mib- 
ultted  hereafter  with  aa  Bttle  delay  u  practicable. 

The  tmlj  remaning  inquiry  la  "  the  amount  re- 
quired to  folfll  all  eusUu  eiuagementa  contracted 
pior  to  the  first  day  of  June  ust,  and  all  existing 
eningementa  contracted  since  that  time." 

£ach  Department  haa  been  requested  to  fumlflh  a 
statement  of  this  aob^  as  eariy  as  it  can  be  com- 
pleted. But  some  delay  bdng  unarddaUe,  H  baa, 
In  the  mean  time,  been  deemed  advlsible  to  mbmit 
immediately  the  answer  to  the  odwrpwtlons  of  the 
TeaoluUon. 

Those  Btatementa  wHI  be  made  aa  eompretmudTe 
as  poesible,  but  can,  of  ootuse,  relate  to  trnj  a  small ; 
of  the  wlHde  •ppropriationa  of  Congreae,  which  it 
been,  and  will  be,  neceesaiy  to  expend  during 
the  year.  All  salariea  of  Judicial,  Executive,  or 
ottwr  otteers;  theeqtcnsea  of  fbreign  Interoouiw; 
the  pay  and  sobeisteiioe  in  both  the  army  and  navy ; 
all  pensions ;  all  Indian  annuities ;  all  private  billfl 
whic^  have  passed ;  many  miaceUaneoua  appropria- 
tions, with  eereral  other  items,  stand  Independent  of 
any  qtecial  engagements  or  contracts  made  by  any 
piddio  officer,  and  cannot,  therefore^  enter  into  this 
onnpatatlOD.  Beapectftilly,  yours, 

livi  wooDBUKr, 

HoL  J.  K.  Totx,  Bp$ak»  H.  S. 


TvtBDXx,  September  19. 

Itr.  Adams  tu&ed  le&re  to  oflbr  the  fdlowing 
resolution,  which  was  jesterday  rnled  oat  m 
order  by  the  Ohair : 

Seaobud,  Thai  the  power  of  annexing  the  people 
of  any  inde^iendent  foreign  State  to  Ihia  TJmoiL  is  a 
power  not  delegated  by  the  C(»utjtuUo&  of  the 
United  States  to  their  Congress,  or  to  any  Department 
of  their  Qovemment,  but  reserved  to  the  people. 

"Ml.  Haiueb  objecting, 

Mr.  Adanb  moved  that  the  rules  be  sospended 
for  the  purpose  of  euabling  Mm  to  introdace 
IliA  XQKdntimi :  but  the  motion  was  negaUTed. 

The  States  i>eiiw  then  again  oalled  m  order 
Ibr  the  offiuing  of  resolutions,  and  Uassaoha- 
aetta  having  been  called,  Ur.  Aoahs  again 
offered  the  same  residatioii,  had  moved  that  it 
lie  «i  the  table;  which  monon  was  agreed  to. 

TU  Itorida  War. 
Mr.  Wm  oflteed  the  following  reablntK« ; 

JUtolvfct,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  qipofaited, 
by  ballot,  to  inquire  into  the  canses  of  the  extraordi- 
nary delays  and  fUlnres,  and  the  enormons  expemU- 
tnes^  whli^  have  attended  the  proeeentiMi  of  the 
war  against  the  Indians  In  norida;  that  said  con- 1 
Yob  J3SL~9fi 


[H.  or  B. 

mittee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papen, 
and  that  it  luve  power  to  dt  In  the  recess,  and  that 
it  malce  report  at  the  next  sesnon  of  Cougresa 

Mr.  CAUBBXLKiro  inqaired  why  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  sbonld  sit  during  the 
recess  f 

Mr.  WiBB.sud  that  tlie  reason  must  be  ob- 
vioos.  The  conmiittee  could  not  even  com- 
mence its  lab<H^  before  then;  mid  there  was 
little  use  in  raiabog  the  committee,  if  its  labors 
were  to  be  oonfiued  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
present  sessiiHi  of  Oongress.  It  was  most  ex- 
traordinary that  two  major-generals  employed 
in  this  war  bad  been  snoceseively  arraigned  and 
tried  by  courts-martial,  while  the  only  suoceae- 
fill  commander,  General  Olioch,  when  called  as 
a  witness  in  the  trial,  ahonld  have  testified  that 
no  commanding  general  or  subordinate  officer 
was  blame-worthy  for  the  fiulore  of  the  cam- 
paigns, but  that  the  blame  lay  at  the  door  of 
the  War  Department.  In  reply,  the  world  had 
seen  a  labored  defenoe  fcom  the  late  Secretary 
of  War,  General  Oass ;  it  saw  the  war  still  rag- 
ing ;  and  it  was  but  yesterday  that,  in  the  midst 
of  liie  geiwal  diatreas  of  the  conntry,  with  a 
bankrupt  Treasury,  (bankmpt  with  a  surplus 
of  meanal)  tiie  ohurman  of  the  Ownmlttee  <tf 
W^  and  Means  had  c^Ied  for  mwe  tiiuL  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  prosecate  this 
ill-starred  contest.  Sitting  in  that  Hoose^  as  a 
representative  of  the  people,  while  he  never 
would  heritate  in  voting  ai^  necessary  appro- 
priation which  was  asl^ed  for,  and  would  not 
stop  to  inquire  how  former  appropriations  had 
been  expended,  or  how  the  sum  asked  for  was 
to  be  applied,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  particularly  at 
snob  a  tune  as  this,  to  inquire  bow  the  millions 
already  given,  and  given  on  the  mere  request 
of  the  wiairman  of  a  committee,  without  even 
a  statementof  the  Dqtartment  to  back  it,  with- 
out an  estimate,  and  without  a  retort,  had  been 
9«it,  w  rather  wasted. 

It  was  now  universally  admitted,  be  believed, 
tiiat  in  this  branch  <tf  the  publio  concerns  there 
had  been  mal-administration :  that  great  errors 
had  been  committed.  Was  it  not  worth  inquiry 
how  the  public  money,  so  lavishly  and  hastily 
appropriated,  had  been  expended  f  and  was  it 
not  time  tiiat  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  put 
an  Mid  to  a  war  so  disgraceful  to  the  country  t 
The  universal  opinion  now  was,  that  the  course 
of  the  mi^or-^neral  now  in  command  was  quite 
as  objectionable  as  that  of  ^ther  of  his  prede- 
cessors. One  of  these  had  been  publicly  tried ; 
and,  though  the  eourt-martial  who  sat  upon 
his  otnduot  had  honorably  acquitted  him,  ite 
verdict  had  been  by  the  ordw  oi  the  late  Ex- 
eootive  expunged.  muU  we  submit  ai»'  longer 
tosnoh  a  state  of  things?  He  said  he  had  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  of  inquiry  should  be 
appointed  by  ballot:  iot  this  was  no  partr 
movement.  The  administration  was  as  mutm 
interested  in  the  inquiry  as  the  opposition,  and 
80  was  the  country  at  large.  As  the  divisions 
of  par^  stood  now  neariy  npoi  a  balance^  all 
would  have  aa<wortniiit7  wfoadflady  ^adng 


TU  Morula  War. 
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noh  individtulB  upon  the  propoHd  committee 
u  tbey^  thought  would  beit  dlMhirge  the  dat;' 
to  be  looom^lshed. 

Kr.  Etkbrt  B«id  that  it  had  been  hU  inteo- 
tiMLvhen  the  bill  making  appropiiati<nu  fur 
tbeflorida  war  should  oome  np  for  diMsnarion. 
to  offer  some  remarks  on  the  general  mbject  of 
that  war,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
c<Midiicted.  At  present  he  shoald  regret  ex- 
tremely that  anj  remarks  should  be  indn^fed 
in,  which  went  it^nrional/  to  affect  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  late  Secretary  of  War.  Mr.  £.  had 
sroonds  to  know  in  what  manner  that  officer 
Bad  acted  in  Um  disohaige  of  his  pnhUo  datj, 
and  he  was  aatiflfied  that,  whatever  might  hare 
been  the  disaaters  of  tUs  war,  no  part  of  the 
responsibility  rested  Jnstly  on  him.  This  had 
beoi  hia  oonviotton  then ;  it  was  his  conviction 
now.  Vhere  the  blame  did  rest  he  iboald  not 
say.  It  was  tme.  General  Olinoh  had  made  nee 
.  of  strong  ezpressioDs  in  his  testimonv  before 
the  conrt-martial ;  but  he  was  persuaded  they 
arose  from  a  misapprehendon  of  the  real  facts 
of  the  case.  Tliat  orave  man  had  not  been  ftUly 
aware  of  the  pontlon  in  which  Gen.  Cass  stood. 

Mr.  Glasoooe  said:  As  to  the  question  of 
who  was  in  &iilt^  he  should  expreas  no  opinion ; 
bat  he  most  Iw  permitted  to  ai^,  in  rqihr  to 
wliat  had  fallen  nma  the  gentleman  from  vir^ 
giiUa,  pCr.  Wise,)  in  respect  to  the  late  Beere- 
tiuy  of  War,  that  whenever  a  thoron^  loves- 
tigatioB  should  take  p1ao&  the  War  Department 
would  hare  no  cause  for  fear.  It  bad  been  Hr. 
G.^a  wish  that  such  a  resolution  should  be 
moved ;  because  he  had  the  firmest  ooorictlon 
that  the  character  of  Gencval  Case  would  re> 
main,  as  it  had  hitherto  ever  donci  pore  and 
Bpotleaa.  From  the  expressions  whiw  bad  been 
employed  by  some  officers  engaged  in  the  Flor- 
ida campaigns,  ae  well  as  from  the  remarka 
which  lud  now  dropped  from  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  Hr.  O.  waa  anzions  ^at  an  In- 
vestigatlott  should  be  gone  into ;  he  hoped  the 
resolntitm  would  be  a^mted. 

Vt.  OcsHiHa  tenderea  his  aciknowledgmenta 
to  his  fHend  from  Virgiaia  for  bringing  forward 
this  reeolntion.  If  there  was  any  thing.  In  the 
whole  coarse  of  the  administrauon,  which  de- 
manded inreetigation— any  thing  to  which  the 
jpeople  looked,  aa  to  a  rotten  point ;  a  blot,  a 
diame  on  the  national  reputation.  It  waa  uie 
'Oonda<it  of  that  Florida  war.  He  trusted  the 
igentlunan  woold  preea  this  measure  to  an  issue, 
And  would  not  cease  until  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  that  contest  should  be  fully  unfolded. 
Tear  alter  year,  array  after  army  had  been 
marched  Into  the  morasses  of  that  peninsula ; 
and  general  aftn  goMral  had  beat  ^smiased, 
he  would  not  aay  in  disgrace,  bat  to  the  tender 
meroiea  of  ft  eoart4uartlal ;  the  blood  of  our 
pewle  had  been  wasted,  had  been  sqoandered, 
In  those  arid  aands;  and  all  for  what?  To 
force  a  few  Indians  from  a  desert  tract  of  conn- 
try,  atteriy  aseless  to  any  but  themselrea,  and 
In  vicdation  of  all  that  waa  dear  to  tSiem.  and  to 
Ha  pacpetaal  diagraae  of  oar  uma  Aodof  the 
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national  character.  More:  we  had  enlisted 
Indiana  themselres  to  destroy  each  other ;  we 
had  done  that  which,  Id  tile  era  ot  our  national 
rerolution,  had  been  branded  by  the  indignant 
roioe  of  Chatham  as  the  ditgraoe  of  the  British 
arms.  Aa  if  the  poor  wretches  did  not  perish 
last  enough  by  the  usual  progress  of  our  op- 
pressire  enoroacbmenta,  we  had  enlisted  them 
aa  merdleas  allies  in  the  destruction  and  exter- 
mination of  other  tribes. 

Hi.  Wiaa  aaid  he  would  modi&  his  reaoln- 
ttcm  inoonaeqaenceof  what  bad  uUmi  f^nn  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  inehida 
08  tbe  obleota  (tf  Inveatigition  not  only  the  lidl- 
nres  in  the  Flcnida  war,  bat  the  eaasea  of  the 
war  itaelf.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  Goremment  in  Florida,  that  the  cel- 
ebrated chief  OpothleoAotoj  a  wdl-known  friend 
to  the  white  man,  and  a  chief  of  great  influenoe 
among  the  Creeks,  had  been  employed  by  Gen- 
eral Jesup  as  an  uly  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  aid  in  tlie  suppression  of  the  Greek  war,  on 
the  express  condtUon  tliat  if  he  succeeded  he 
should  be  permitted  to  reside  on  hia  lands  until 
he  coold  settle  the  title  and  remove  conven- 
iently. Tet,  the  nuHuent,  throngh  his  cxetw 
tionsi  the  Greek  war  had  been  broaght  to  an 
md,  ihia  very  Gpothleohola  saw  himecdf  aar^ 
ronnded  by  the  bayonets  oi  Oaieral  Jesap,  and 
ordered  off  the  sou.  The  indignant  chief  had 
produced  the  written  agreement  of  tlie  Anier- 
loan  general,  and  potntiog  to  tbe  signature^  bad 
demanded  of  the  officer  wno  was  removing  him, 
"Is  not  that  slgnatore  genuine t"  Thus  was 
one  of  our  own  allies,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
plighted  faith  of  our  commanding  general,  and 
of  the  nation,  driven  from  hia  land.  He  wished 
all  these  things  fully  looked  into. 

Mr.  Undbewood  inquired  whether  this  stipu- 
lation of  General  Jesup  had  ever  received  the 
aanction  of  his  superior,  or  had  ever  been  sob- 
mitted  for  such  sanction  ? 

Mr.  Wns  add  he  waa  vaaMt  to  tell.  lU 
made  the  atatnnent  aa  U  had  been  repreaeDled 
to  him. 

Ihurtk  InUalment  BUL 

The  House  went  Into  Committee  of  die 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hathss  In  the  ehur,)  and  took  op 
the  Senate's  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  But,  of  Tennessee,  said :  It  cannot  bo 
disguised,  tl^t  the  bills  already  reported  in  this 
House,  and  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  whatever  gentlemen  might  profess,  and 
whatever  some  or  them  might  perhaps  very 
honestly  think,  were  so  many  ftatnrea  or  a  pro- 
ject which  fbnnd  extenalTe  eonntenanoe,  and 
tbe  olject  of  which  was  to  establish,  in  flKt,  a 
natioiul  bmk— a  TVeasory  bank  of  deport  and 
iasae.  Disguise  it  as  they  may,  such  a  plan  haa 
been  conceived,  and  not  only  concaved,  birt 
actually  embodied  to  a  eonnderaUe  extent  in 
the  bilia  whidi  have  been  reported  ftom  a  com- 
mittee of  this  Honae.  The  pfam  ii  to  establiah 
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a  QoretnmeQt  bank  under  ihe  proper  diagaises 
for  the  {VMent,  and  tbroogh  its  agenOT  to  mb- 
itUate  a  oironlwng  medium  oompoaed  of  Fed- 
eral QoTenunent  p^>er  instead  or  the  notes  of 
State  banks.  Ve  have  the  germ  of  this  bank 
now  before  na ;  its  parts  are  alreadj  safficiently 
developed  to  indicate  its  tme  character.  At 
another  sesuon,  or  In  another  Congress,  by  one 
or  another  addition,  by  way  of  amendment,  we 
shall  eventoally  behold  the  monster  developed 
in  all  its  fiightfol  proportions.  Snch  a  snMect 
is  sorely  of  oonseqnenoe  enough  b^  Itsdf  to 
ooonpy  the  attention  of  the  Honse,  without  oon- 
necUng  it  with  the  less  important  snbject  under 
consideration. 

But  the  questions  presented  by  this  bill  are 
ctf  gnat  interest  to  the  country.  It  is  true  the 
ol^eot  to  be  aoocmpUflhed  by  it  has  less  connec- 
tion with  the  great  resnlts  to  which  I  have  al- 
Inded  than  any  one  of  the  other  measures  pro- 
posed for  our  adoption ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
M  found  upon  examination  to  have  originated 
more  from  the  settled  hostility  of  the  aominis- 
tration  to  the  policy  of  the  deposit  law  of  ISSfl, 
than  from  any  actual  necesdty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  tendency  to  promote  the  .&vorite 
fiscal  policy  of  the  Executive ;  bat  still  it  is  of 
a  pieoe  with  the  general  conduct  and  policy  of 
those  in  power.  One  question  which  will  be 
found  to  arise  under  the  present  bill  involves 
the  public  Mtb.  The  question  is  presented, 
wheuier  Gmigress  or  the  Federal  Oovernment 
is  not  bonnd  to  keep  its  promise,  or  comply 
with  its  engagements  with  the  Btates  of  the 
Union,  by  obligations  as  strong  as  any  that  can 
exist  between  it  and  its  creditors,  of  any  other 
nature  or  description.  It  is  a  question  whether, 
if  the  States  ag^^  to  accept  the  depout  of  tiie 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  terms 
of  tiie  act  of  1686,  by  which  it  was  tendered  to 
them,  there  was  not  fh}m  that  moment  a  con- 
tract between  them  as  obligatory  as  any  other 
ctmipadt  between  the  Government  and  the 
States  can  l>e.  Can  the  General  Government, 
without  consulting  the  other  parties  to  this  ar- 
rangement, dissolve  it  without  a  breach  of 

Bat,  dr,  there  is  another  and  a  much  more 
imiwesnva  and  important  inqnizy  which  pre- 
sents itself  hi  ooundering  the  effleot  (tf  tills  bill : 
I  mean  the  great  question  whether  the  expendi- 
tores  of  this  Grovenmient  are  to  be  reduced  now 
or  ev«  f  'This  is  now  the  issue,  and  it  is  to  be 
determined  almost  exclusively  by  this  House. 
We  already  know  the  determin^ion  of  the  £x- 
eoutive  branch  of  the  Government,  and  all  the 
inflneuce  attached  to  it ;  and  wo  know,  too,  the 
deddon  of  the  other  branch  of  the  National 
le^alature.  It  devolves  upon  this  House,  I 
repeat,  to  settie  the  issue,  whether  the  ezpeudi- 
tores  of  this  Government,  after  having  been 
increased  nearly  threefold  within  the  hut  few 
yeora,  are  to  be  reduced  now  or  ever!  These 
are  questimu  tmly  which  may  command  onr 
azdadve  attention  fbr  a  season.  With  these 
eonvietionfl,  and  aotnrre^ondingdetennhiationf 


[H.  OP  R. 

I  shall  proceed  to  make  as  suocinct  a  statement 
of  what  I  lielieve  to  be  the  existing  oondition 
of  ttie  TnaBury  as  I  can,  that  it  may  be  seen 
whether  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1886,  proposed 
by  the  bill  under  consideration,  is  demanded  by 
the  state  of  the  TreaauiT,  or  by  the  pnblio  In- 
terest ;  for,  if  it  be  so,  f  shall  he  i^epared  to 
give  it  my  support. 

Kuch  confusion  was  produced  yesterday  by 
the  mere  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  by 
the  churman  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  (Mr.  Oaubbblkko.)  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  statement  of  that  gentieman  varies 
materially  from  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  but  certainly  it  was  well  calcol^ed 
to  add  to  the  difBoulties  which  all  must  have 
felt  in  coming  to  any  satisfbctoir  concluuon  as 
to  viat  is  tiw  real  state  of  the  Kati(mal  Treaa- 
nry. 

I  propose  to  present  a  statement  based  upon 
the  facts  and  estimates  contained  in  the  several 
reports  made  hy  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  present  session,  which  I  believe  may  be 
retied  npon.  At  all  events,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  any  gentieman  who  shall  detect  any  error  in 
my  statement  to  point  it  out  to  me  as  I  proceed. 

[Ur,  Ben  then  entered  Ipto  an  elaborate  exunina- 
tion  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  show  that  there 
would  be  •  sniplus  of  twenty  millioQ* ;  and  then 
proceeded :] 

I  have  now,  shown  that,  taking  the  state- 
ments ot  the  several  reports  <tf  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treasury  as  correct,  if  the  funds  lying 
dead  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  be 
brought  fbrth  and  applied  tn  aid  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  as  they 
should  be,  the  foorth  instalment  due  the  States 
can  be  paid,  with  all  other  actual  demands 
against  tne  Treasury  during  the  year,  and  not 
scarcely  more  than  a  nomimd  deficit ;  but  if;  as 
has  always  been  the  case  heretofore,  a  portion 
of  the  actual  demands  npon  the  Treasury  shall 
not  be  presented  for  p»ment  at  the  depositories 
of  the  public  money  within  the  year,  there  will 
be  a  surplus  in  fact,  still  left  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  question  now  is,  whrther  the  States  have 
not  acqi^red  rights  under  the  act  of  1886,  which 
it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  to  annul  or . 
defeat  without  their  consent.  It  is  a  question 
of  power  and  of  ri^t  In  the  General  Govern- 
ment whether,  after  the  St^es  have  accepted 
the  terms  of  the  deposit  act;  after  many  of 
them  have  anticipated  the  flinds  which  they 
expected  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment,  and  made  ouier  important  arrange- 
ments connected  with  their  financial  interast 
and  oondition^  th^  will  not  have  Jnst  cause  to 
complain  of  a  breach  of  fiuth,  if  this  Govern- 
ment eiknll  now  proceed  to  abrogate  the  oom- 
paot  by  legislative  action  merely,  and  without 
any  oommonioation  with  the  States.  I  call 
upon  those  gentlemen  e^ieoially,  who  hold  to 
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what  is  called  the  State  rights  party,  to  baj 
upon  what  sronods  iihej  can  aapport  the  bill 
under  consideration  ?  Will  it  not  be  a  usurpa- 
tion, a  clear  assnmption  of  power  on  onr  part, 
and  an  insolting  duregard  of  the  Btate  sover- 
eign ties,  if,  after  delodiog  them  with  promiaes 
<tf  these  fbnds  vwm  ceiwn  canditiana,  vhlch 
have  been  aooeclea  to  by  the  States,  we  ahonld 
claim  tbe  power  to  postpme  the  ezeontion  of 
the  compact,  or  to  annul  the  whole  proceeding 
unconditionally,  without  reference  to  their 
wishea  or  interests,  and  eren  withont  oonsnlt- 
ing  them? 

fiat,  sir,  we  hare  the  same  grand  otgect,  in- 
viting ns  to  reject  this  bill,  which  operated 
with  many  gentlemen  in  ^ving  their  aapport 
to  the  deposit  act  of  1886.  The  qnestion  is 
now,  as  then,  whether  we  shall  set  aboat  cur- 
tailing the  extravagance  and  profligacy  of  the 
Government  in  its  expenditiu«B.  We  have 
tried  eveiT  other  jAmu — every  other  oecadon, 
in  vain.  If  we  woold  prove  onrsetvea  what  we 
profen  to  be— if  we  be  ooraelTea  in  earnest — if 
ire  are  serionsly  tbe  advocates  of  retrenchment 
and  reform,  we  can  never  hope,  in  our  time,  a 
more  propitious  season  to  make  one  more  bold 
and  detennlned  effort  "  Now'a  Uie  day,  and 
now*B  the  hour."  If  we  suffer  oarselves  to  be 
deluded  by  the  arguments  and  the  devices  of 
the  advocates  of  power,  and  shall  let  this  op- 

¥i>rtanity  pass,  we  need  never  hope  agdn. 
here  ia  only  one  expedient  left,  and  that  is, 
to  withhold  the  supplies;  stop  the  money; 
keep  the  Treasury  drained  and  low ;  cnt  off  tbe 
means:  and  I  enrage  that  the  ezpenditnree,  for 
cgtoa,  ehall  be  redaeed  to  the  actual  wants  of 
the  Government  I  call  upon  tiie  experienoed 
of  the  Honse-4he  obserntion  of  toem,  and 
there  are  some  who  have  had  seats  here  for 
more  than  twenty  years— to  say,  if  any  tame 
could  he  80  fit,  or  promise  equal  snccesi^  in 
effecting  this  great  object,  as  the  present.  I 
repeat,  if  the  means  are  not  sapplied,  the  ex- 
penditures must  oease. 

Ur.  KcKat,  of  North  Carolina,  contended, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Beix,  l^at  there  bad  been  no 
change  in  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment during  the  last  year,  but  it  was  the 
extraordinary  enenditnres  of  the  year  which 
made  the  great  wffenaoo.  He  agreed  that  in 
these  there  bad  been  mnoh  extravagance,  and 
he  bad  voted  agahutt  them  alL  Of  many  ttf 
those  approffftationa  he  would  ranaii  not  <me 
d(dlar  had  yet  been  expended.  Be  then  entered 
into  some  estimates,  and  read  voluminous  data, 
ftuidahed  him,  he  s^d,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself,  in  bis  own  handwriting,  to 
show  the  tmth  of  his  assertion  as  to  the  ex- 
penditares  of  the  year.  Among  the  extraordi- 
nary expropriations  for  the  year,  he  named  the 
amount  of  $5,000,000  to  carry  into  effect  the 
Cherokee  treaty, 

Mr.  Bbix  remarked  that  that  did  not  enter 
into  tliis  estimate,  as  it  was  an  ^propriation 
of  1836,  and  just  about  so  much  as  this  error 
In  Us  caleolaUfHU  mada  woold  rednoe  his  (Mr.  I 
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MoEat's)  estimate  to  hia  own,  (Mr.  Bsu.*a.) 
There  had  been  no  extraordinary  ezpeDsea  w 
subjects  of  expenditure  in  1887. 

Mr.  MoKat  reasserted  that  bis  minutes  ware 
from  the  Secretary's  own  hand. 

Mr,  OaipgBMHQ  end  that  there  were  othor 
items  of  a  rfmilar  cbaraoter  mnitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman tram  liTorth  CandioL  wh^  wo^ 
make  up  the  sum  he  had  named. 

Mr.  MoEat  ranarked  that  the  gentieman 
would  have  an  c^portunity  at  the  next  aeeaion 
ot  Congress  to  bring  forward  his  plans  of  re- 
form, aa  the  Se^etary  had  already  postponed 
the  expenditure  of  $16,000,000  appropriated  by 
the  last  Congress  till  after  the  first  of  January 
next.  He  uien  took  similar  ground  to  that 
muntained  by  Mr.  Pioexsb,  aa  to  the  creation 
of  a  debt,  aa  the  neeessary  ouiseqaaice  o{  per- 
mitting the  d^osit  aot  of  1889  to  go  into  ftviher 
operation. 


WmmsDAT,  Septemoer  SO. 
Sanhrupt  Laun. 

Mr.  BiDDLB  inquired  of  the  ebainoan  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary,  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman on  that  oommittee  who  could  ^ve^um 
the  information,  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  that  committee  to  report  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy,  which  had  been  referred  to  thwi 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  As  it  was  a  subject  of  very  deep  inters 
est  to  the  whole  commuidty,  he  would  further 
ask  whether  it  was  the  intention  <tf  that  ocnn- 
mittee  to  repfnt  aiqr  Inll  whidi  mi^t  ooom  in 
conflict  wUb  the  omiatitBtional  (mniona  of  the 
Preddent^  as  expressed  in  the  Boiate  of  the 
United  States  some  years  since.  It  will  be 
reo(^eoted  that  the  preaent  Present  expressed 
it  as  his  <^i^(mf  in  Ibis  place  in  the  Senate,  <m 
a  former  oooanon,  that  a  bankrupt  law,  extend- 
ing to  others-  than  merchants  and  bankers, 
would  be  an  unconstitutional  aot;  and  be  wish- 

to  know  whetiier  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  introduce  a  proposition  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  Thomas  (chairman  of  the  Judiciair  Oom- 
mittee) said  he  ffelt  that  the  response  which  he 
should  make  to  the  gentieman  would  he  unsat- 
isfactory. The  Ct»nmittee  on  the  Judiciary  had 
hdd  two  meetings  on  the  salfjeot,  whioh  had 
beui  generally  rawred  to  them.  At  the  first 
meeting,  it  appeared  to  meet  the  approbation 
of  all  the  members  of  the  committee  that  the 
final  deoiaon  aa  to  the  propriety  of  reporting  a 
bankropt  law  should  be  postponed  until  it  was 
distinctly  ascertained  whether  the  measures 
which  were  expected  to  oome  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  so  long  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  Congress  as  to  extend  the 
present  session  to  the  meeting  of  the  regular 
sesfflon  of  Congress.  In  this  state  of  the  case, 
power  was  given  to  the  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
dary  Conmiittee  to  reaaaemble  the  committee  aa 
aoonaathepmper  infbnnsition  oodd  beobtiined. 
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A  tsw  dtft  rinee,  Then  faejfMr.  TaxauM)  was 
absent,  a  gentieman  ftom  ^r^inta  proponnd- 
ed  an  inqoiiy  to  the  committee  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  the  <me  now  propounded ;  and  in  oonse- 
qnence  of  this  a  member  thereof  reassembled 
me  oommittoe,  for  the  porpose  of  oonsideriiiK 
whether  they  should  report  now,  or  wait  until 
the  regolar  session  of  Oongress.  This  meeting 
was  held  withont  ooming  to  any  oonolasion, 
and  an  a^oonied  meeting  of  the  committee  was 
to  be  held  to-morrow  morning.  The  gentleman 
wonkl  therefore  perceire  that  he  eoold  not  pre- 
tend to  irhib  would  be  the  oonrBa  of  tho 
oomndttee  on.  this  ral^eot.  Hie  Hoose  bad  re- 
ferred to  tiiem  the  Uessage  of  the  President  and 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  fiie  Treasory  on 
this  subject,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
what  would  bo  the  decision  of  the  committee ; 
whether  they  would  be  disposed  to  pass  a  gen- 
w«I  hankmpt  law  to  affeot  that  class  of  citizens 
allnded  to  by  the  gentieman  from  Fennsylrania, 
(Mr.  BiDDLs,)  or  not  On  to-morrow  morning, 
hofreTra*,  the  snhjeot  woold  be  taken  up,  and 
he  premuoed  he  woold.  be  instmoted  by  the 
OMnmittee  to  make  a  report  to  tho  Hoiue  in 
anne  ah^ie  or  other. 

JBbvtth  iHstdkituU  PMtpotunmt  SUL  . 
On  motion  of  ICr.  OAUBBSuniflk  the  House 
tim  went  into  Committee  <tf  the  Whole  on  the 
■tate  of  the  TTnion,  Mr.  HAnm  In  the  chur, 
and  reenmed  the  ooonderalion  of  the  bill  to 
postoone  tiie  foortfa  insbdment  of  depont  with 
the  States. 

Mr.  Oambkbleko  sud  he  would  detain  the 
eommittee  only  to  make  a  short  reply  to  the 
gentieman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bbll.)  The 
gentieman  had  referred  to  the  project  of  estab- 
nehing  a  Treasory  bank  of  deposit  and  issne. 
On  that  question  he  would  not  now  detain  the 
committee  fiirther  than  to  say  tiiat  the  Treas- 
ury bank  was  alrea^  estabUcbed,  not  only  of 
depont,  bnt  of  dnmiatiim.  We  have  always 
had  one  to  some  extent,  and  hare  generally  had 
two  millions  of  warrants  bx  oiroulation.  H« 
had  also  referred  to-  the  expenditures  of  Gov- 
ernment— they  had  tncreasea  two^or  three-fold ; 
hut  that  increase  had  been  made' almost  exclu- 
sively for  extraordinary  purposes.  We  appro- 
priated, in  1686,  thirty-eight  millions ;  of  whieh, 
as  may  be  seen  by  a  report  of  the  Oommittae 
1^  Ways  and  Means,  seventeen  millions  aiul  a 
half  were  appropriated  to  ordinary  puiposes, 
and  twenty  millions  and  a  htdf  to  extraormnary 
oMects.  Of  tiie  latter,  thirteen  millions  and  a 
half  were  required  for  Indian  treaties  and  In- 
dian wars  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  gentie* 
man  £rom  Tennessee.  The  appropriations  for , 
the  present  year  amount  to  thmiy-two  millMHU, 
ctf  which  fourteen  were  for  extnordinary  pur- 
poses. He  concurred  with  the  gentieman  as  to 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  public  expendi- 
tures. It  is  obviona  they  will,  as  they  have 
done  uniformly,  increase  with  an  increosiag 
reveaue,  uid  be  suddenly  eort^ed  when  the 
revenue  fldls  abort  Bnoh  would  be  the  case 
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now,  and  our  enwi^tures  must  be  reduced  to 
seventeen  or  dghteen  millions. 

The  gentieman  from  Tennessee  appeared  to 
complain  that  the  Ezecutive  had  no^  when  the 
crisis  came  upon  the  conntry,  in  May  lost,  di- 
;  reeled  the  different  departments  to  stop '  the. 
expenditures.  This  was  nngular  doctrine,  after 
all  we  had  heard  for  some  years  past  on  the 
sul^ect  of  Executive  usurpation,  to  expect  the 
Executive  to  direct  the  execution  of  the  laws 
to  be  sn^nded,  while  there  were  means  in  the 
Treasury.  But,  dr,  the  views  of  the  Pretddent 
and  of  the  departments  were,  from  neoessity, 
similar  to  those  stated  by  the  gwtieman.  It 
was  evidmt  that  the  revenue  would  fitil,  and 
that  some  of  the  expenditures  could  not  be  met 
— a  minute  inquiry  was  instituted  in  every 
branch  of  public  expenditure,  to  ascertfun  what 
could  be  convenientiy  postponed  till  next  year. 
It  was  ascertained  that  some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
millions  might  be  suspended  till  the  next  year, 
to  wait  the  ftiture  aotion  of  Congress. 

It  would,  however,  be  wholly  impracticable 
to  curtail  the  expenditures  in  tiie  last  quarter 
of  the  present  year.  The  very  branches  of  ex- 
penditure referred  to  by  the  gentieman  from 
Tennessee  are  not  now  within  our  reach.  One- 
half  of  the  amount  is  already  eqranded,  ai^ 
most  of  the  rwudnder  is  nnder  contract.  What- 
ever we  may  do  in  enrt^lng  the  expenditures 
f<ff  the  next  year,  any  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  ozpenditnres  of  the  last  quarter  would  be 
wholly  unavailable ;  and,  if  attempted,  must  be 
attended  with  much  loss  and  embarrassmont  to 
the  Government. 

Gentiemen  might  take  what  view  they 
pleased  of  the  state  of  our  finances,  but  it  is 
impoesible  to  make  any  estimate  which  will  not 
exhibit  a  deficiency  in  our  means  to  meet  the 
current  e^>enses  of  Government  This  deposit 
cannot  be  mode  unless  we  create  a  public  ^bt 
Ibr  the  sde  pnrpose  of  plaeioff  a  surplus  in  the 
Treaen^,  to  oe  toansferred  and  deposited  in  the 
Treasaiies  of  the  several  States.  Snch  a  meas- 
tire,  he  persuaded,  woold  never  he  sanc- 
tidned  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Biu.  made  a  few  remarks  in  rejoinder 
to  Mr.  Caubsbldio,  and  insisted  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentieman  did  not  controvert  Mr. 
B.'s  of  yesteraay,  tiiat  there  was  a  dead  fhnd  of 
five  miUions  of  doHars  on  hand ;  and  that,  assum- 
ing that  fact,  which  he  said  was  incontrovert- 
ible, according  to  the  gentiemaa's  own  estimate, 
there  would  oe  a  dractt  of  only  one  million 
some  odd  hmidred  thousand,  but,  according  to 
Mr.  B.'s  estimate,  an  excess  of  riang  three  mil- 
lions. 

Kr.  Uhdebwood  next  addressed  the  commit- 
tee.  Mr.  Chairman,  (s«d  he,)  I  have  listened 
to  the  debate  with  mrprise.  It  seems  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  unable  to  make  a 
plain  statement,  unfolding  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  national  finances,  or  Utat  we  are  in- 
capable of  understimding  it  In  either  case, 
tiwre  is  cause  for  regret  It  is  a  national  ca- 
lamity that  a  man  slwnld  be  ]daoed  at  the  head 
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of  the  Treaaory,  whose  conftised  and  involTed 
atatemcttits  leave  doubts  in  regard  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  reports.  Oa  the  other  hand,  if 
the  &ult  is  ours,  if  the  Secretarj  has  been  clear, 
discriminatinff,  and  definite,  and  'we  cannot 
comprehend  the  facts,  it  is  a  serions  misfortune 
that  the  people  are  so  poorly  represented. 

Mr.  ChairmaD,  when  the  States  acceded  to  the 
torms  prescribed  in  the  deposit  act  of  1886,  a 
clear  contract  vas  formed  between  them  and 
the  General  Government — -jnat  snch  a  contract 
as  wonld  entitle  an  individoal  to  damages  in 
similar  oircnmstances,  if  the  contract  was  not 
performed.  Suppose  70a  had  a  Burplua  qnan- 
titf  of  vork-borscs,  and  yaa  were  to  propose 
to  me  to  keep  them  for  70a,  that  I  might  hare 
the  Qse  of  them  as  long  as  I  retidoM  them ; 
that  I  should  insnre  their  lives,  and  return  them 
in  good  order  when  caUed  tor ;  and  that  jou 
would  deliver  to  me  a  certain  number  at  foor 
several  times,  a  week  or  a  month  apart ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  700  should  not  reclaim 
more  than  one  horse  in  any  one  month,  without 
thirt7  da7s'  previons  notice.  Suppose  I  assent 
to  aU  this,  and  go  on  and  erect  stables,  pur- 
chase provender,  and  emplo7  hands  to  take 
care  of  the  horses,  and  to  work  them  so  as  to 
remunerate  me  for  all  mj  trouble  and  expense. 
Suppose  70a  deliver  me  the  first  three  portions 
at  the  times  stipulated ;  but  a  fbir  di^s  before 
the  last  are  to  be  delivered,  70a  887  to  me  that 
I  shall  not  have  them — that  70U  find  70a  have 
use  for  them  7onrself.  Ha7  I  not  answer,  "  I 
want  them  likewise ;  I  have  made  m7  arrange- 
ments, looking  to  the  follilment  of  roar  prom- 
ises. I  have  agreed  that  m7  neighbor's  chil- 
dren shall  go  to  school  over  the  mud  upon  the 
backs  of  a  part  of  the  horses,  and  I  need  the 
rest  to  help  me  about  improvements  in  progress 
on  m7  fium.  X  have  been  at  expense  and 
trouble  in  preparing  to  take  care  of  them.  I 
have  assumed  risk  b7  insuring  their  lives ;  and 
now,  ^r,  If  70U  don't  compl7  on  your  part,  I 
will  sue  you  for  danugea."  There  never  was  a 
plainer  case  of  eontraot  between  Individuals  than 
the  one  supposed ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  preciBel7  the 
case  between  this  Government  and  the  States. 
Bo  far  as  leal  and  moral  principles  are  concern- 
ed, there  is  no  distinction  between  the  cases. 
There  is  but  one  difference ;  individuals  cotUd 
^peal  to  the  judiciary  for  redress ;  this  Gov- 
ernment is  amenable  to  no  such  tribunal.  But, 
sir,  the  perpetrator  of  wrong,  who  violates  prin- 
ciple because  he  knows  that  he  can  do  it  with 
impunity,  more  deserves  the  scorn  of  mankind 
than  if  uie  dongeon  or  the  gibbet  were  the 
penalty.  I  beg  uie  members  of  this  House  not 
10  flatter  themselves  that  ther  are  irresponsible 
for  voting  to  violate  fha  faith  and  omtract  of 
the  nation.  There  is  a  political  tribunal  Wore 
which  they  must  account.  Th^  may  hear  the 
verdict  of  an  incensed  people  proclidmed  in  a 
voice  of  thunder,  "  Depart  from  our  service,  7e 
workers  of  iniquity."  Tou  had  bettor  not  be 
the  first  to  violate  the  contract,  lest  the  State* 
imitate  yonr  example,  to  punish  you. 


[SnnKBKii,  18S7. 

In  oontompIaUng  the  evils  of  a  depred^ed 
currency,  I  was  anxious  for  the  adoption  of 
some  efi'ectnal  and  immediate  remedy,  and  de- 
sirous that  the  President  would  propose  some 
scheme  of  relief  in  which  I  could  concur.  But 
he  has  proposed  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the 
people.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  told  us  that 
*'  all  communities  are  apt  to  look  to  Govern- 
ment for  too  much,"  ana  referred  to  the  "  un- 
common fruitfulness  "  of  the  country,  and  the 
"proceeds  of  our  great  staples,"  to  liquidate 
debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  revive  com- 
merce and  credit.  This  waiting  upon  the  sea- 
sons and  the  crops  is  rattier  cold  ocnnfort  to 
those  who  must  perish  before  these  remedies 
can  operate,' nnlesfl  they  can  procure  other  tids. 
It  is  like  telling  the  poor  wreteh  who  Is  shiver- 
ing at  the  door,  "you  will  nt  over  it  when 
warm  weather  comes,"  instew  of  helping  him 
with  a  blanket  However  much  the  Hessage 
has  failed  to  propose  or  recommend  an7  thing 
in  aid  of  the  people,  it  has  substituted  a  scheme 
in  aid  of  the  office-holders,  and  still  further*  to 
enlarge  Executive  power,  the  deleterious  con- 
sequeoces  of  which!  shall  briefly  expose. 

The  plan  is  to  establish  snb-treasuries,  and  to 
make  wis  a  "  hard  money  Government."  The 
jingling  sounds  of  "  hard  money,"  when  we  are 
overwhelmed  with  ahin-plasters,  may,  and  prob- 
ably will,  tickle  the  oars  oi  many  people,  and 
some,  as  in  former  da7s,  will  be  deloded  into 
the  beUef  that  the  "hard  m(Hie7"  age  is  just 
before  them,  and  that  nothing  more  is  neces- 
sary to  bring  on  this  political  miUenninm  than 
to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  President  Van 
Buren  with  increased  devotion.  There  is  no 
more  hope  of  a  political  zealot  than  there  is  of 
a  religious  bigot  Each  is  without  the  pale  of 
reason.  I  do  not  expect  to  influence  partisans ; 
but  those  who  ore  not  blind  past  all  cure,  may 
be  preserved  from  falling  into  this  new  pit 

The  plan  of  tiie  President  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  IVeasniy  is  to  establish  snb-treasuries  at 
such  phnes  aa  may  be  deemed  pronw,  and  to 
appoint  sidteble  officers,  at  wni<£,  and 
whom,  the  public  money  shall  be  kept  and  ^ 
bursed ;  and  to  receive  nothing  in  payment  of 
public  dues  but  specie.  This  plan  is  to  bring 
about  the  hard  mone7  age  I 

One  of  my  principal  objections  to  the  snh- 
Treasury  is,  the  increase  of  Executive  power 
and  patronage  which  would  necessarily  result 
from  it  The  Secretarr  of  the  Treasury  sayit, 
"  The  whole  addition  of  principal  officers  need 
not  exceed  ten."  He  e^imates  the  increased 
annual  expense  at  fifty  or  Attj  thousand  dol- 
lars only.  Ten  principal  officers  I  Vhat  sal- 
aries would  you  give  to  each  I  Not  less,  I  sup- 
pose, than  7on  give  an  Aoditoi^-$8,000  a  year ; 
especially  as  they  would  be  located  in  the  wge 
cities,  what  a  scrambling  among  office-seekers 
this  new  bateh  of  offices  wonld  produce  I  How 
many  interviews  and  intrigues  at  the  White 
House  would  grow  out  of  it,  I  leave  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  such  speeulationa.  Thirty 
fluxuand  ddlan  a  year  I      down  as  the  kaat 
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for  ten  "  principal  officera,"  under  this  scheme  I 
How  many  minor  officers— clerks  and  agents — 
will  be  reqnired,  we  are  not  informed ;  nor  are 
we  told  wliat  necessity  there  will  be  for  addi- 
tional buildings ;  nor  are  we  told  where  they 
are  to  be  located.  I  will  Tentore  to  predict 
that,  inatead  of  $60,000  «  year,  this  sub-Treas- 
ury scheme  will  cost  the  nation  donhle  or  treble 
as  mach,  should  it  ever  go  into  operation ;  and 
Jnsfe  in  proportion  as  the  people  lose  money,  to 
-mistun  the  eataUiahment,  so  will  iho  Present 
gain  power  to  reward  his  partisana. 

Bat,  sir,  I  look  upon  this  new  scheme  as  an 
entering  wedge  merely :  the  be^nning  of  a  new 
system,  whioi  will  tutimately  place  all  the 
money  of  the  nation  under  Execntive  controL 
The  Secretary  already  hints  that  he  coold  for- 
nish  an  excellent  general  paper  cnrrenoy,  in 
small  bills,  based  upon  an  equal  amount  of  spe- 
cie deposited  in  hia  snb-treasnries.  I  admit  it 
oonld  be  done,  and  that  it  might  be  conTenient 
to  the  people.  Bnt  the  transition  ia  so  easy 
from  a  snb-Ireasury  bank  of  deporit  to  a  mh- 
.Treasury  bank  of  diseotmt,  tliat  I  apprehmd 
mat  dangtf  in  the  progress  of  events,  that  the 
Prn^dent  witt  deem  it  proper  to  call  on  Ckm- 
gresB  for  power,  tfaroogh  his  Secretary,  to  lend 
money  at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  surj^os  rev- 
enue ;  and  that  Con^jress,  in  obedience  to  Ex- 
ecutive recommendations,  will  sanction  the  pro- 
ject The  Secretary  now  says,  in  substance,  in 
the  dth  page  of  his  late  report,  that  "  it  is  im- 
possible to  oondnot  our  fiscal  operations  any 
lengtti  of  time  with  ease,  vigor,,  and  nniformity, 
witbont  WHne  such  r^^ator  as  a  power  to  issue 
and  redeem  Treasory  notei,  or  to  invest  and 
sell  tibe  investment  usnrplnses."  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  a  power  to  lend  the  snrplns  would, 
in  the  Secretary's  estimation,  be  found  a  better 
"  regulator,"  and  that  the  whole  scheme  of  Bnb< 
treasuries  will  eventuate  in  a  Government  bank, 
where  the  money  of  the  nation  will  be  loaned 
out  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  President 
Should  such  a  state  of  things  ever  arrive,  and 
if  there  is  no  curtailment  of  Sxeontive  power, 
as  dumed  and  exercised  by  the  late  Fresideot, 
I  am  ready  to  declare  that  American  liberty 
exists  no  longer.  The  people  will  become  the 
mere  slaves  of  power,  and  nothing  short  of  rev- 
olnticoi  will  burst  their  chains. 

Ibr.  PiOEBm  sud  he  would  submit  a  propo- 
riti<»i  wMch  he  thought  would  meet  the  views 
of  a  large  m^ority  of  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  that  was  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
in^ment  to  the  let  day  of  January,  1839," 
bj  which  time  it  would  be  seen  if  the  postpone- 
ment bbould  be  made  indefinite  or  not.  Hr.  P. 
then  moved  to  strike  ont  the  words  "  till  farther 
rorision  by  law,"  and  insert  "the  1st  day  of 
annary,  1889." 
Hr.  I}uNOiLN  siud  he  was  anxioas  for  the  pa»- 
aage  of  the  bill.  There  was  more  than  one  con- 
Moration  that  operated  on  his  mind  and  in- 
duced him  to  snpport  it  The  object  of  the 
depout  act  was  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  the 
anrplns  rsvenue— a  sarplDs  whioh,  at  ha  woidd 
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attempt  to  show,  grew  out  of  a  policy  the  most 
dangerous  and  disastrous  in  its  character,  and 
which,  if  it  had  been  persisted  in,  would  have, 
in  all  probabiUty,  severed  this  Union — he  meant 
the  unequal  aai  inequitable  policy  misnamed 
"  the  American  qrstem,"  whion  had  ioc  its  ob- 
ject the  offldal  alevation  of  its  pn^eotm  and 
zealous  supportersj  and  which,  in  its  operation, 
was  at  the  same  time  benefidid  to  me  portitm 
of  the  Union  and  destractive  to  another.  The 
snrplus  was  now  disposed  of,  and  the  object 
for  which  the  depomt  law  was  made  is  accom- 
plished, and  it  was  of  no  further  use.  He  hoped 
it  woald  take  its  place  among  the  things  tnat 
had  been  and  are  not,  and  that  the  policy  which 
gave  rise  to  its  necessity  would  share  tiie  same 
&te. 

The  question  involved  in  the  bill  was  simply 
whether  the  Qovemment  shall  deposit  $9,000- 
000  with  the  States,  in  proportion  to  their  rep- 
resentation in  0<m^«B^  when,  to  enable  her  to 
do  it,  she  must  borrow  a  sum  equal  in  amount, 
to  sapply  her  own  wants  during  the  current 
year. 

The  first  fiu^t  upon  which  the  question  de- 
prads  is,  does  the  Government  want  the  money  t 
And,  if  it  does,  is  it  not  better  that  she  should 
keep  her  own  and  use  it,  than  to  deposit  it  with 
tiie  States  and  run  in  debt  for  an  equal  amount 
to  supply  her  own  wants?  To  convince  the 
committee  that  the  amount  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposits  would  be  wanted  by  the 
Government  for  her  own  use,  he  had  prepared 
a  statement,  which  was  the  rrault  of  a  caloolar 
tion  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  ren»i  of  the 
Secretary  of  tibe  Treaanzy,  and  he  Wieved  it 
would  be  finmd  ocnrect,  and  oonolurively  show 
tiiat  Oovemment  would  want  the  ftill  amount 
<^  tiie  fourth  instalment  In  submitting  the 
statement,  he  would  acknowledge  his  obli^tion 
to  the  worthy  and  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  HxiKpt^  for  the  astiatance  he 
had  received  from  him  in  preparing  the  Btat&- 
ment 

[Here  Hr,  Dtmcan  aobmitted  Us  Btatement.] 

If,  said  Hr.  B.,  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasory  is  a  correct  and  true  exposition 
of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the  finances  of 
the  n^on,  then  his  statemmt  proved,  b^ond 
all  doubt,  that  the  money  pnq^baed  to  be  de- 
pouted  as  a  fourth  instalment  was  required  for 
the  use  of  the  Government,  and  it  disposed  of 
the  main  question. 

But  to  r^um  to  the  snbject  of  this  biU.  b 
it  good  policy  for  the  Government  to  depotit 
her  money  witii  the  States,  for  their  nse,  when 
she  wants  to  use  it  herself  t  The  decision  of 
this  question  seemed  to  him  a  small  business. 
Present  the  naked  question,  and  there  was  no 
schoolboy  in  the  district  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent  who  did  not  carry  the  answer  on  the 
end  of  his  tongue.  What  was  there  about  the 
question  that  prevented  it  from  being  a  plain, 
easy  question  to  answer?  We  are  told  tiiat 
then  axista  a  eontraot  betwoen  tiw  Qoven- 


r<Mrtk  iMtalvKHt  Sill. 
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ment  and  the  States  Uiat  is  binding  in  law,  in 
eqnitf,  and  in  conscience ;  that  Oongress,  by  a 
soleinn  aot^  had  agreed  to  deposit  the  snrpliu 
revenne  with  the  States  for  safe-keeping,  pro- 
Tided  the  States  would  agree  to  receive  tt,  and 
1^  the  States  had  agreed  to  the  only  condi- 
tStm  neceBsary  to  oon^plete  tiie  oontract,  riz : 
to  receive  them.  Therefore,  the  States  were 
entitled  to  the  fall  benefit  of  the  contract,  and 
in  good  futh  the  money  ought  to  be  paid  over. 
What  miserable  sophistry  1  "What  pltifol  sub- 
terfbge  to  cover  nnkednese  and  deformity,  and 
how  far  from  every  tme  principle  connected 
with  the  qnestionl  What  is  the  titie  of  the 
deposit  act  t  '*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  de- 
pont  of  the  snrplos  revenne,  and  safe  keeping 
of  the  same."  Is  there  any  thin^  in  the  title 
of  this  act  that  anthorizes  the  behef  that  Oon- 
gress  intended  that  the  States  should  have  any 
other  benefit  from  tlie  public  moneys  than  a 
depodtcff  dionM  have  frcna  any  nn«ral  depostt 
la  there  any  ezpresd<»i  in  the  body  of  the  act 
that  conveys  any  other  meaning?  On  the  con- 
trary, is  it  not  mil  of  providons  by  which  such 
inferences  are  studiously  foreclosed  and  avoid- 
ed I  Does  not  the  act  provide  the  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary  <rf  the  Treasury  sh^  t^obH 
them  whenever  the  circumstances  of  the  Gov- 
ernment may  require  f  Did  the  supporters  of 
that  law  attempt  to  convey  the  idea,  or  advance 
the  argoment,  when  it  was  under  consideration, 
that  tine  surplus  revenue,  In  the  form  of  a  de- 
posit, was  really  to  be  a  mSl  to  the  States  f 
No,  sir.  At  the  time  the  bill  was  under  con- 
dderation,  there  was  no  idea  held  out  or  ad- 
vanced ouier  than  that  the  money  was  to  be 
placed  with  the  States  for  safe-keeping.  But 
gentlemen  who  rejoice  at  the  embarrassed  state 
of  the  Treasury,  and  who  are  shouting  tliat 
their  former  predictions  of  misrule  and  ruin  are 
verified,  are  wiUit^  fat  vic^tion  of  the  mean- 
ing, spirit,  and  express  words  of  the  deposit 
law,  to  withhold  m>m  Oovermnent  the  neces- 
sary funds  of  conducting  its  only  legitimate 
operations,  and  that,  too,fcff  party  effect;  so 
that  possibly  what  they  neretofore  predicted, 
and  now  declare  has  happened,  may  yet,  perad- 
venture,  prove  true.  But  in  what  section,  sen- 
tMioe,  word,  or  syllable  of  that  act  is  the  pro- 
ton to  warrant  the  statement  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  pledged  to  deix^t  with  the  BtatM 
tike  meani  01  her  own,  wnieb  are  necessary  to 
conduct  her  own  conoenut  Sir,  sndb  a  con- 
struction of  the  act,  and  such  a  policy,  is  reralt* 
ing  to  every  economist  and  cwrect  Judge  of 
munary  dealings  and  boriness  habits. 


TRUBSDATt  September  21. 

Sanknqtt  Lem. 

Mr.  Thoius,  churman  of  the  Oomndttee  on 
the  Judiciary,  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  been 
iutnioted  by  that  oommittee  to  state  to  the 
House  that  ma  committee  had  tiiis  daj  adopted 
a  resolution  that  tt  b  Inexpedient  to  report  a 


[Septekbkb,  1887. 

bankrupt  law  at  this  ^cial  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  Fourth  Intttdmmt  BUL 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  FioKKBB  to  stiue  from  the  bill  the  in- 
definite danse  "  tiU  frirther  provirion  by  law/' 
and  insert "  the  first  day  of  January,  1889.** 

Mr.  JoNxa,  of  "^q^ia,  said :  It  has  1}een  con- 
tended, that  an  expectation  has  been  raised  on 
the  put  of  the  States,  that  the  transfer  would 
be  made ;  that,  upon  the  futh  of  that  ezpecta^ 
tion,  the  States  had  actually  gone  on  to  ^>pro- 
priate  the  amount ;  and  tliat  snob  expectation 
should  not  now  be  disappointed.  This,  edr,  may 
be  true,  and  I  doubt  not  is  true,  as  to  many 
the  States ;  it  may  be  that  the  course  of 
lation  on  the  part  of  the  States  may  subject 
them  to  very  serious  inconvenience,  and  po^- 
bly  to  loss.  But  the  inquiry  immediately  re- 
curs :  Whose  act  was  it  tiiat  prodnced  the  diffi- 
culties with  the  Btatest  It  was  the  aoHon  of 
the  States  themselves  through  tlieir  Lwiala- 
tureis;  action,  too,  taken  by  tiiem,  wiu  ftall 
knowledge  that  Uie  money  so  applied  was  ne- 
ther given  nor  loaned,  but  memy  deposited ; 
liable  to  be  called  for  at  any  moment  when  the 
wants  of  the  Grovemment  uiould  render  neces- 
sary its  return.  And  the  argument  from  incon- 
venience, if  it  be  worth  any  thing,  is  Just  as 
conclusive  to  prove  that  the  amount,  when  de- 
posited, could  at  no  ftitnre  day  Im  called  for ; 
for  I  presmne  it  will  never  be  entirely  conven- 
ient to  pay  back  tiie  amount.  It  proves  that 
what  was  intended  and  declared  to  be  a  mere 
deposit  for  aafo-keep^,  wu,  in  tmtlL  and  in 
fact,  a  gift,  absdnte  and  unconditional ;  that 
such  was  never  the  tntenUon  (tf  Congreas  is 
rendered  too  plain  by  the  terms  of  the  law  it- 
self to  admit  even  of  doubt 

But  suppose  it  shall  now  be  determined  to 

Eay  over  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  Ststes ; 
ow  is  the  amount  to  be  raised  ?  It  is  not  in 
the  Treasury ;  for  to  all  practical  purposes'  we 
have  very  nearly  an  empty  Treasury :  by  this 
I  mean  that  the  available  means,  at  ^e  dispoasl 
of  the  SecretatT,  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  it.  How,  then,  is  the  money  to 
be  raised?  I  presume  by  a  loan  of  some  kind, 
with  the  faith  of  the  Government  pledged  for 
its  redemption :  but  ultimately  to  be  dis(£ai8ed, 
and  paid  ofl^  through  the  ordinary  channels  of 
taxation  npoQ  the  people.  R  fidlows,  then,  that 
the  people  are  to  oe  taxed  to  ndse  money  to 
distnbnte  among  the  people.  Yon  most  gra* 
cionsly  give  them  with  one  hand,  and  take  back 
with  ttie  other  a  like  amount;  increased,  bow- 
ever,  by  the  costs,  and  ohatges  of  collection ; 
and,  also^  by  the  amount  of  mterest  that  may 
have  accrued  on  the  loan.  The  concludon 
seems  to  me  inevitable,  that  the  passage  of  the 
bill  now  under  coudderation  will  give  to  the 
fourth  instalment  its  proper  direction,  by  plac- 
ing it  in  a  condition  to  be  applied  to  the  legiti- 
mate puiposes  of  the  Government,  for  which  it 
▼as  orig^uUy  intended. 


Fourtk  Inttalmmt  BxU. 
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Mr.  Atbxbtok  said:  In  whatoTer  light  it 
maj  be  viewed,  the  qnestion  seema  to  he, 
whether  we  shell  borrow  money  for  the  sake 
of  deposittng  it  with  the  Btatea  The  gentle- 
man horn  PennByWania,  (Mr.  Sebgbabt,)  who 
addfeesed  the  committee  Bome  day*  ^oe.  was 
nnderatood  to  admit  tiiere  wonld  be  a  defl(»en(7^ 
in  the  TreSBarj,  bnt  to  contend  that  the  Beore- 
Ury  waa  bonnd  to  make  this  deposit,  if  there 
vere  no  action  of  Googrese  on  the  subject ;  and 
tiiat  the  qoeitlcni  was  whether  we  wonld  stop 
this  appn^niatioii.  Now  he  (Mr.  A.)  thought 
it  iDoomhnit  on  gentlemen  to  say  how  the  8eo- 
retary  coold,  by  any  possibility,  do  this,  nnleas 
there  be  some  action  of  Congress  on  the  snb- 
JecL  He  thought  it  incnm^nt  also  on  those 
who  contended  there  is  sneh  a  rast  amonnt  of 
money  in  the  Treasaiy,  to  inform  tiie  Secretary 
where  it  may  be  foond.  Nor  coold  he  conceive 
it  to  he  other  than  a  mis^plication  of  terms  to 
call  this  an  appropriatioD. 

The  mntlnnau  from  Tamanee  (Ur.  Beix) 
has  said  that  he  views  the  question  of  nuking 
the  deposit  of  the  last  instalment  with  the 
States  as  a  question  of  faith,  like  that  of  mak- 
ing payment  to  any  other  creditor.  To  him 
(lb*.  A.)  the  position  that  this  waa  a  contract, 
seemed  utterly  untenable.  Are  the  States  oar 
creditors  to  the  amount  of  the  last  instalment  ? 
What  consideration  have  we  received  for  it! 
Has  the  money  already  depo«ted,  gone  to  pay 
our  debts  to  the  States  t  The  gentleman  mnn 
Ohio  (Mr.  Loomis)  contends  that  the  States  ftir- 
nish  a  consideration,  hecause  they  are  obliged 
to  agree  to  accept  the  money,  and  to  pledge  the 
ftith  of  tiie  States  for  its  repayment  Now,tIu8 
&ot  to  Ur.  A.'8  mind,  showed  it  to  be  a  de- 
pont,  else  why  so  much  canUon  as  to  securing 
the  rep^ment  of  the  mon^  wlien  needed? 
All  the  guards  and  seonrities  to  this  end,  prove 
that  it  was  the  money  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  that  of  the  States.  The  deposit  hiw  of  1830, 
both  in  its  letter  and  in  its  (q>irit,  is  a  law  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States.  We  mive  power  to  withdraw  the 
money  after  its  deposit,  if  we  need  it,  and,  of 
course,  to  withhold  it.  The  law  waa  based  on 
the  supposition  of  a  surplus  in  the  Treaaory, 
and  an  avulaUe  surplus. 

The  f^ntleman  ihim  Tennessee  has  said  that 
lie  conadered  this  a  qnesdim  whether  onr  ex- 
penditnres  were  to  be  rednoed  now  or  never, 
and  contends  that  the  ezpendltnrea  under  ex- 
isting npropriations  can  be  so  rednoed  as  to 
snperaede  any  neoesnty  of  postponing  the  last 
inetatment.  It  seemed  to  him  (Ur.  A.)  that 
this  is  shown  to  be  utterly  impracticable.  All 
expenditorea  have  already  been  postponed  in 
the  Secretary's  estimatos,  which,  lufter  a  most 
carefal  investigation,  it  was  foond  coold  prop- 
erly be  dispensed  with  for  the  present  It  must 
be  apparent  that  the  greatest  reduction  which 
coold,  by  any  poesibihty,  be  made  in  the  ex- 
penditnres  of  the  last  three  months  <^  this  year, 
wonld  not  affect  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  to 
an  amonnt  aofkient  to  r^rte  any  diffarmoa  in 


[H.  or  B. 

the  a^eot  of  the  question  under  consideration. 
As  to  the  reference  made  by  that  gentleman  to 
the  sum  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  it 
seemed  only  neceesary  to  recollect  that  tiiis 
som  is  not  in  the  Treasury,  and  can  in  no  man- 
ner be  made  arolicaUe  by  the  Secretary  In  the 
manner  oontended  for.  Money  in  the  handa  of 
disbursing  offioera  is  ohamd,  at  oaoe,  to  ^ro* 
priations  whicb  are,  by  that,  so  much  reduced ; 
and  of  the  amonnt  retomed  by  the  last  repcMta 
as  in  the  hands  of  those  officers,  half  of  it  is 
actually  expended,  and  all  the  remainder  con- 
tracted for.  Should  works  under  contract  be 
stopped,  every  one  mnat  peroeive  it  would  be 
a  source  of  great  expense  and  loss.  We  shoold 
be  beset  with  application  alter  application  for 
damages  on  account  of  breaches  of  those  con- 
tracts ;  and  it  requires  hot  very  little  aoqui^nt- 
ance  with  such  subjects  to  convince  us  at  once 
that  the  respcmsibilities  and  the  eipeuso  thus 
incurred  would,  by  far,  oonnterbalance  any  ad- 
vantage tiiatoonla  aoorue  to  the  Treasory.  He 
(Mr.  jL)  lielieTad  tiiat  a  la^  mijtority  of  the 
niends  of  the  administratiim'  vonld  be  found 
as  ready  as  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  extravagant 
appropriations.  That  gentleman  has  said  that 
the  professions  of  economy  of  this  administrsr 
tion,  like  those  of  the  last,  were  hollow.  In 
regard  to  the  professions  of  the  last  administra- 
tion, perhaps  he  (Mr.  A.)  ought  to  defer  to  the 
greater  experience  of  the  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  his  superior  opportnnities  of  Jodg- 
ing.  He  had,  however,  been  inclined  to  be- 
lieve them  Bincere,  and  beftHre  he  admitted  the 
hutioe  of  the  gentlemaii's  impotation,  he  wonld 
Itke  to  inquire  whether  the  mends  cf  the  gen- 
tleman, the  National  Republicans  of  the  North, 
who  have  been  diaraoterized  by  the  gmtkman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Fiokbns)  as  having 
reform  on  thdr  lips  and  extravagance  in  their 
hearts,  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  extravap 
gant  apprc^riationa.  But  it  did  seem  to  him 
(Mr.  A.)  that  of  all  the  extravagance  ever  heard 
o^  of  all  the  extravagance  which  it  ever  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  the  greatest 
is  that  proposed  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill. 
It  is  to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
it  away — aooording  to  tiie  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ukdkrwood,)  who 
contends  that  the  States  have  a  i^t  to  retain 
this  money  after  th^  onoe  get  bonov 
money  aaa  pay  interest  for  it,  that  it  may  be 
kept  safoly  for  na  by  the  States,  who  pay  no 
hiterestl  la  Mther  view  of  the  snl^ect,  he 
called  on  gentlanen  to  diowthat  this  is  not  the 
worst  of  extravagance. 

Mr.  FosTEB  said  he  wonld  ask  the  fHends  of 
the  administration  on  that  floor,  and  those  who 
voted  for  the  bfll  originally,  and  who  intended 
to  carry  it  out  into  complete  effect,  to  meet  on 
arane  oommon  ground,  and  folfil,  'as  nearly  as 
the  exigency  will  permit  the  original  Intention 
of  that  bill.  He  would  recommend  for  that 
purpose  the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  ftom 
South  OaroUna,  (Mr.  Figxxnb,)  whidi  proposes 
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.  Kr.  HxTHBS*  amendment  prevailed,  and  the 
retohitiOD  thu  amended,  wu  adopted* 


Srtmsion  of  Mffrchantf  JBmda. 

Mr.  OAicBHiLsva,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meana,  reported  a  bill  anthoriziDg  a 
ftirtiier  poetponemeat  of  the  payment  of  dat^ 
bonds  and  for  other  pnrposes. 

Beftfxed  to  tiw  0<Hiimittee  <tf  Wus  and 
Meani; 


Fbidat,  September  15. 

Hr.  LnrooLN  said  that  he  had  been  charged 
with  the  care  and  presentation  of  nomeroufl 
mraiorials,  8abs<»ibed  by  more  than  three 
thoQsand  w  his  immediate  oonstitnenta,  rmion- 
linking  in  the  most  earnest  manner  against 
tbe  annexatioB  of  Texas  to  the  United  States, 
and  more  eq>eciaUj  against  the  admisuon  of 
that  00  on  try  into  the  Federal  Union.  After 
the  resolntion  adoped  by  the  Hooso,  which  re- 
starioted  the  aeUonof  the  sea^n  to  the  sabjeots 
•mbraoed  in  the  Fzesident's  Uessage,  he  had 
iotended  to  hare  retdned  these  monorials  in 
bk  poasestion,  nntil  the  oooarion  offered  fin>  the 
ewuideraUon  of  the  sob^eot  to  which  th^  re- 
late. Bat  the  extraordinary  debate  to  whic^ 
the  propoi^tion  of  his  honorable  coUesf^e  (the 
resolution  of  Hr.  Anucs,  asking  informa- 
tion from  the  Preudent)  had  eabseqnentiy 
g(ren  rise,  made  it  his  dntr,  as  he  deemed,  to 
iveeent,  withoat  forttier  dwiy,  ^ese  eipres- 
doos  of  the  sentiments  of  his  constitnents.  In 
moTing,  as  he  should  be  oonstnuned  to  do,  nn- 
iew  the  resolatioa  of  the  House,  that  the  me- 
morials be  lud  npon  the  table,  he  begged  leare 
to  pva  notice  that  ha  should  oaU  them  up  for 
otnmderation  whenever  any  propodtiw  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Stakes  should 
ei^age  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Hr.  LiNOOLN  then  presented  sundry  other  f>e- 
tttions,  remonstrating  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  which  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  same  course  was  taken  with  a  large 
number  more,  of  a  similar  tenor,  presented  by 
Hr.  Bbioqs,  lifr.  Etsbsit,  and  other  gentlemen 
from  the  Western  as  well  as  the  Hastern  States. 

Hr.  AD1.M8  presented  a  memorial  praying 
fi:^  retrenohment  and  reform,  (a  laugh.)  He 
aaid  he  had  been  aware  that  these  woras  would 
oooaalon  only  a  nnireraal  riioat  of  laughter  in 
fhe  House,  but  he  had  held  It  to  be  his  dn^  to 
intaent  the  memorial,  because  it  etmtained  one 
suggestion,  that  the  House  should  reduoe  the 

Siy  of  its  members  from  $8  to  $4  per  diem, 
e  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
withheld  snch  a  petition  from  the  Uouae  a 
dn^e  day  longer.  (A  laugh.) 

SegiUaticn  of  0<n«rwineKt  Reeaxen. 
Hr.  GAMBBKuaiG,  firmn  tiw  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Heans,  reported  a  bill  imposing  addi- 


tional duties  as  depositories,  in  certain  oases,  on 
public  officers. 

The  Inll  referred  to  the  Committee  <tf  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

lb>.  CAKBBmHa,  from  the  same  oommtttoe, 
reported  forthw  a  bill  "  adjusting  the  reman- 
ing claims  on  the  late  depodt  banks,"  which 
reoeired  the  same  reference  and  order. 

FvMio  S3^penditwe$. 

The  Sfkakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  com* 
munication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  11th  instant,  oalUn^  upon  him  to  report 
the  amount  of  approprtstionB  of  the  past  and 
present  years  remaining  unexpended;  tha- 
amount  required  to  fulfil  existing  engagement^ 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  d^  of  June  last; 
the  exlidiiut  engagements  since  that  time ;  the 
amounAtiT money  drawn  from  the  Treasuiy, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  dUbnrsing  officers 
nnce  the  first  day  of  Hay  last ;  and  what  ob- 
jects of  pnblio  expenditure  con,  with  the  least 
i^Jniy  to  the  pnblio  service,  be  diqiensed  with. 

The  communication  was  aa  follows : 

TxKASmrr  DiPASXmin, 

S^tmber  14,  183T. 

Six  :  This  report  is  subndtted  in  compliance  with 
the  f(dlowing  lesolotiOD,  paased  fsa.  the  Uth  InsUnt: 

'*je»N>jW^11iatthe  Secretsiy  of  the  TNSBtuy  be 
directed,  irith  as  little  delay  as  posriUe,  to  otMiununl. 
cate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
of  the  past  and  present  years  remaining  unexpended ; 
the  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  exIsUng  engsgements 
coQtncied  prior  to  the  flnt  day  of  June  last,  and  all 
exiffdng  engigemeats contracted  sbioQ  that  tfase;  also 
the  amount  of  money  drawn  from  tin  IVessny  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  d&bndi^  oOosrs  at  amda 
oatbeftntdayoflCaybstandat  Oe  present  Ume  ( 
and  that  he  wo  report  what  otgects  of  pnUIc  ex- 
penditure ou^  wHh  &e  least  injury  to  the  irabHo  ser> 
vice,  be  either  wholly  ^spoued  with  during  the 
jnesent  year,  or  bear  any  materiil  reduction." 

^s  ta^wOfi''  statement  annexed  ahowa,  as  denied, 
"  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  of  Uie  past  and 
present  years  ranaining  onei^wnded''  to  be  |^4,07B,> 
289  87..  (A) 

In  reuyto  the  fnqidiy  as  to  "the  amount  of 
money  Snym  from  the  Treasury,  and  placed  hi  the 
hands  of  (Usburdng  officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day 
of  Hay  Ust,  and  at  the  present  time,"  I  would  state 
that  at  the  former  pnlod  it  q^mrs  to  have  been 
|B,SM,06a  05.  snd  at  the  latter  «B,M9,540  f«.  It 
may  be  nseftd  to  add  that  both  soms  are  much  laiger 
than  they  would  otherwise  be,  in  consequence  of  the 
unusual  amount  of  deposits  by  officers  of  the  mint. 

In  relation  to  ^  what  objects  of  public  expenditure 
can,  with  the  least  iqlury  to  the  public  serricc,  be 
either  wboUy  diqiensed  wlUi>  during  the  present  year, 
of  bear  any  material  rednotkm,"  I  would  observe 
that  a  minute  and  critical  examination  on  this  point 
was  lutitatsd  in  Isst  hr  this  Department  The 
rasidtofltwaSitiist  enough  of  It  could  and  would 
be  pos^xmed  tlU  next  year,  to  amount  to  about 
$16,000,000. 

Consequently,  the  «:q>enditares  during  the  present 
year  were  estimated  In  my  recent  rep<«t  upon  that 
baris,  after  erery  dday  of  them  whiai  the  puldic  in- 
terest msy  pemiU.  It  la  therefore  expected  that,  of 
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the  ontsteoding  •ppropriationa  now  exceeding  $24,- 
000,000,  not  mncb  over  t»,000,000  will  necei8*rU7 
be  required  to  be  expended  during  the  reeldae  of  the 
year. 

Since  the  resolution  paaaed,  farther  Inquiries  on 
this  point  vere '  iusUtuted  In  connection  with  the 
other  departments  of  the  Govermnent ;  bnt  the  re- 
■nlthu  not  been  encntiaUy  Ttried  from  tiut  to  which 
the  Department  arrived  last  Bpring.  The  particular 
heads  of  qipropriationa,  that  it  is  Bopposed  need  not, 
Hod  vffi  not,  be  expended  hi  flill  durii^  the  year, 
and  the  amounts  under  eadi,  are  Tery  nnmerous  and 
difficult  to  be  prepared,  but  if  derired  vill  be  sutt- 
mitted  hereafter  with  as  little  delay  aa  practicable. 

onlr  reoHinlng  Inqoiij  is  "  the  amonni  le- 
qaitodtoralfU  all  ewting  eneagemeiitB «ontnoted 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  uai,  and  aS  existing 
rangements  contracted  idnce  that  time," 

Each  Department  has  been  requested  to  frnnifih  a 
statement  of  this  su1»'ect  aa  early  as  it  can  be  com- 

Eleted.  But  some  delay  being  unavoidaUe,  it  has, 
I  the  mean  time,  been  deemed  advisable  to  nlnnit 
immediately  the  answer  to  the  otiier  portions  of  the 
resolntion. 

Those  statements  win  be  made  as  cominehMistTe 
as  poerible,  but  can,  <^  course,  relate  to  only  a  small 
part  of  the  whole  appropriadoDs  of  Congress,  whidi  it 
has  been,  and  will  be,  necessary  to  expend  during 
the  year.  All  salaries  of  JwUdal,  Executive,  or 
Mhw  offioeis  i  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse ; 
the  pi^  and  snbaistenoe  in  both  the  aimy  and  navy ; 
allpeinons;  all  Indian  annuities;  all  private  hOia 
■wbldi  have  passed ;  many  miscellaneous  approprlv 
tlooa,  with  several  other  items,  stand  independent  of 
Miy  qiecial  engaeemeoitB  or  contracts  made  by  any 
public  ofBcer,  and  cannot,  therefore,  enter  into  this 

computation.   Beq)ectfiiHy,  yoms,   

XSVI  wOODStTRT, 
Stenlary^  the  gWawny. 

Hon.  X  K.  FoiK,  Sptaktr  S.JL 


TtnSDAT.  September  19. 

Ur.  Ajvahs  asked  leave  to  ofl^  the  fidlovniig 
resolution,  vhitdi  was  jesterd^  ruled  oat  of 
order  b j  the  Ohali : 

Xucbud,  That  the  power  of  annexbg  the  people 
of  ai^  hidqpendent  foreign  State  to  this  Union,  is  a 
power  not  delegated  by  the  Ccmstitntitm  of  the 
united  States  to  their  CongresB,  w  to  any  D^Mrtment 
of  their  Qovemment,  but  reserved  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Hausb  objeotiDg, 

l£r.  Adamb  moved  that  the  nil«  be  Bospended 
for  the  parpose  of  enabling  him  to  introduce 
the  reaolttlioa ;  but  the  motion  was  n^atiTcd. 

The  States  bebjg  then  ag^  called  in  order 
for  the  offering  of  resolutions,  and  Kaasachu- 
setts  luring  been  calledf  Ur.  Adams  agdn 
offered  the  aame  resoInUni,  and  moved  that  it 
Uecm  the  table;  which  monoa  was  agreed  to. 

ThelToriSaWar. 

Vx.  WmZ  offered  the  following  resolntion : 

JUtolvtii,  That  a  Select  Comndttee  be  ^tpointed, 
by  ballot,  to  inquire  into  the  cansaa  the  extreordi- 
nary  deUya  and  failnrea,  and  the  enonnoos  expeodi- 
tnrea,  which  have  attended  the  nroseeatiat  of  the 
waragidnflt  the  Indians  In  IlOfUa;  that  flald  eon-l 
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mittee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  that  It  uve  poww  to  dt  In  the  recess,  and  tiwt 
it  make  report  at  tiie  next  aesnon  of  Congress. 

Kr.  Oambbblkso  inquired  why  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  should  sit  during  the 
recess f 

Hr.  Wiss.  eaid  that  the  reason  mast  he  ob- 
▼ions.  The  conunlttee  conld  not  even  com- 
mence its  labors  before  then;  and  there  was 
little  use  in  raiung  the  committee,  if  its  labors 
were  to  be  confined  to  the  adjonmment  of  the 
present  session  of  Ooogress.  It  was  most  ex- 
traordinary that  two  m^or-generals  employed 
ia  this  war  had  been  snooeeaively  arraigned  and 
tried  ooartfrmartial,  while  foe  <»a]y  Bncce8»> 
fdl  commander,  General  Clinch,  when  called  as 
a  witneaa  in  the  trial,  ahonld  have  tesdfled  that 
no  commanding  general  or  subordinate  o£Bcer 
was  blame-worthy  for  the  failure  of  the  cam- 
paigna,  bnt  that  the  blame  lay  at  the  door  of 
the  War  Department.  In  reply,  the  world  had 
seen  a  labored  defence  from  the  late  Secretary 
of  War,  General  Caas ;  it  saw  the  war  sUll  rag- 
ing ;  and  it  was  bat  yesterday  that,  in  the  midst 
of  the  general  distress  of  the  connby,  with  a 
bankrupt  Treasury,  (bankmpt  with  a  sorplus 
of  means  I)  the  obairman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  called  for  more  than  a 
milUon  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  prosecute  this 
ill-starred  ooDtcat.  Sitting  in  that  House,  aa  a 
repreeentative  of  the  peoi^e,  wMte  he  nevw 
would  hedtate  In  ToUng  any  necessary  appro- 
prlatiOD  which  was  asked  for,  and  would  not 
stop  to  inqnire  how  former  appropriations  had 
betti  expended,  or  how  the  sum  asked  for  was 
to  be  applied,  he  fdt  it  his  duty,  particularly  at 
snch  a  tune  as  this,  to  inqture  bow  the  millions 
already  given,  and  given  on  the  mere  request 
of  the  cmairman  of  a  committee,  without  even 
a  statement  of  the  Department  to  back  it,  with- 
out an  estimate,  and  without  a  report,  had  been 
spent,  or  rather  wasted. 

It  was  now  universally  admitted,  he  believed, 
that  in  this  bnuoh  (tf  the  pnbUo  eonoenu  there 
had  been  mal-administratlon :  that  great  errors 
had  been  committed.  Was  it  not  worth  inquuy 
how  the  public  money,  so  lavishly  and  hastily 
appropriated,  had  been  expended!  and  was  it 
not  time  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  put 
an  end  to  a  war  so  disgracefol  to  the  country  I 
The  univenal  q;iIidoa  now  was,  that  the  course 
of  the  miyor-general  now  in  command  was  quite 
as  objeotaonable  as  that  of  either  of  his  pi^de- 
oesBors.  One  of  these  had  been  publidy  tried ; 
and,  though  the  court-martial  who  sat  upon 
his  conduct  had  honorably  acquitted  him,  its 
verdict  had  been  by  the  order  tsf  the  late  Ex- 
eontive  expunged.  Shall  we  submit  any  longer 
to  sooh  a  state  id  thlngsf  He  said  he  had  pro- 
poaed  that  the  ounmittee  of  Inquiry  should  be 
appdnted  "bj  ballot:  fiv  this  was  no  partr 
movement.  The  administration  was  as  mndi 
interested  in  the  inquiry  as  the  (^position,  and 
BO  was  the  country  at  urge.  As  the  ^viuons 
of  ptftr  stood  now  nearly  upon  a  balaaoe^  aU 
wonld  hare  aaopportiiidt7  wftarieady  placing 
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such  indiridnals  upon  the  proposed  oommittee 
as  thej  thought  would  be^  diaohaige  the  dntj 
to  be  aooom^ished. 

Mr.  Etbht  said  thai  it  had  been  Ids  intm- 
tion^beQ  the  bill  making  appropriati<»u  for 
the  floridft  war  should  come  up  for  discosrion, 
to  offer  some  remarks  on  t^e  general  subject  of 
that  war,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
oondaotea  At  present  he  shoald  regret  ex- 
tremely that  anj  remarks  should  be  indulged 
in,  which  went  hijoriouslj  to  affect  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  late  Secretary  of  War.   Mr.  E,  had 

Sonnds  to  know  In  what  manner  that  officer 
d  acted  in  tiie  diaoharge  of  his  public  daty, 
and  he  was  satisfied  that,  whatever  mi^t  hare 
been  the  disasters  of  this  war,  no  part  of  the 
responsibility  rested  justly  on  him.  This  had 
been  his  conviction  then;  it  was  his  conviction 
now.  Where  the  blame  did  rest  he  should  not 
say.  It  was  tme,  General  Clinch  had  made  use 
.  of  strong  expressions  in  his  testimony  before 
the  oonrt-nuvUsl ;  bat  he  was  persuaded  they 
arose  from  a  mlsapprehenmon  of  the  real  facts 
tit  the  case.  That  brave  man  had  not  been  ful^ 
aware  of  the  position  in  which  Gen.  Gasa  stood. 

Ifr.  Glaboooe  said:  As  to  the  question  of 
who  was  in  fanlt,  he  should  express  no  opinion ; 
but  he  mast  be  permitted  to  say,  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Wise,)  in  respect  to  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  whenever  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation should  take  place,  the  War  Department 
would  have  no  cause  for  fear.  It  had  been  Mr. 
G.*s  wish  that  suoh  a  resdnthm  should  be 
moved ;  becaose  he  had  the  firmest  conviction 
that  the  character  of  Qtmevtl  Cass  would  re- 
main, as  it  had  hitherto  ever  don&  pure  and 
spotless.  From  the  expressions  whi<m  had  been 
employed  by  some  officers  engaged  in  the  Flor- 
ida campaigns,  as  well  as  from  the  remarks 
which  had  now  dropped  from  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  Mr.  G.  waa  anxions  that  an  in- 
vestigation ^oold  be  gone  into :  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CosHiNa  tendered  his  acknowledgments 
to  his  friend  from  Yii^ia  for  bringtog  forward 
this  resdntion.  If  there  was  any  thing,  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  adnUnistrataon,  whi<ih  de- 
jnanded  investigation — any  thing  to  which  the 
jieople  looked,  as  to  a  rotten  point ;  a  blot,  a 
shame  on  the  national  repntauon,  it  waa  tiie 
'Condu<it  of  that  Florida  war.  He  trusted  the 
igentleman  would  press  this  measure  to  an  issue, 
find  would  not  cease  until  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  that  oontestr  should  be  fully  unfolded. 
Tear  after  year,  army  after  army  had  been 
marched  Into  the  morasses  of  that  peninsula ; 
and  general  after  general  had  been  dismissed, 
he  would  not  say  in  disgrace,  but  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  eourt-martial ;  the  blood  of  our 
people  had  been  wasted,  hi^  been  squandered, 
in  those  arid  sands;  wd  all  fbr  what?  To 
Ibroe  a  few  In^Uans  from  «  desert  tract  of  coun- 
try, utterly  uBeteea  to  any  but  themielTea,  and 
In  violatton  of  all  that  was  dear  to  than,  and  to 
4he  petpetnal  dlsgnwe  of  our  anna  mi  ot  the 


national  character.  More :  we  had  enlisted 
Indians  themselves  to  destroy  each  other ;  we 
had  done  that  which,  in  the  era  of  our  national 
revolntitm,  had  been  branded  by  the  ind^psant 
voice  Chatham  as  the  disgrace  of  the  Britldi 
arms.  As  if  the  poor  wretches  did  not  perish 
fast  enough  by  the  usual  progress  of  onr  op- 
pressive encroachments^  ve  had  enlisted  them 
aa  merciless  allies  in  the  destmetioiL  and  nter- 
mination  of  other  tribes. 

Mr.  Wise  eud  he  would  modify  his  resolu- 
tion in  consequoice  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  fittm  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  include 
as  the  objeotB  of  investigation  not  only  the  fail- 
ures in  xikQ  Florida  war,  but  the  causes  of  the 
war  itself.  Mr.  W,  added,  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  Government  in  Florida,  that  the  cel- 
ebrated chief  OpothleoJ^lOy  a  well-known  friend 
to  the  wMte  man,  and  a  chief  of  greet  inflnenoe 
among  the  Creeks,  had  been  employed  by  Gn- 
eral  Jesup  as  an  uly  ftf  the  United  States,  and 
to  aid  in  the  auppreraton  of  the  Creek  war,  on 
the  express  condition  that  if  he  succeeded  he 
should  be  permitted  to  re«de  on  his  lands  until 
he  could  settle  the  title  and  remove  conven- 
iently. Tet,  the  moment,  through  his  exw- 
tions,  the  Creek  war  had  been  brought  to  an 
end,  this  very  Opothleohola  saw  himself  bun 
rounded  by  the  bayonets  of  General  Jesup,  and 
ordered  off  the  soil.  The  indignant  chief  had 
produced  the  written  agreement  of  the  Amer- 
ican general,  and  pointing  to  the  ^gnature,  had 
demmded  w  the  officer  who  was  removing  him, 
"Is  tt(A  that  rignatnre  genidnel"  Thns  was 
one  of  our  own  allies,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
plighted  futh  of  our  conmianding  generalj  and 
of  the  nation,  driven  from  hu  land.  He  wished 
all  these  things  fully  looked  into. 

Mr.  Undebwood  Inquired  whether  this  stipu- 
lation of  General  Jesup  had  ever  received  the 
sanction  of  his  superior,  or  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted for  such  sanction  ? 

Mr.  Wisn  said  he  was  imable  to  tell.  He 
made  the  statement  as  it  had  been  represented 
to  him. 

IfMrtklnttaimMt  MU, 

The  House  went  Into  Oommittee  <ji  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  HATms  in  the  ehidr,)  and  took  vp 
the  Senators  blU  to  postpone  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  Bbll,  of  Tennessee,  said :  It  cannot  be 
disguised,  that  the  bills  already  reported  in  this 
House,  and  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  whatever  gentlemen  might  profess,  and 
whatever  some  of  them  might  perhaps  very 
htmesUy  think,  were  so  many  feature*  of  a  pro- 
ject which  found  extensive  countenance,  and 
the  object  of  which  was  to  establish,  in  net,  a 
national  bank— a  Treasury  bank  of  depomt  and 
issue.  Disguise  It  as  they  nuur,  snoh  a  plan  has 
been  concaved,  and  not  <hi&  concaved,  but 
tnalhr  embodied  to  a  considerable,  extmt  in 
the  bUu  which  have  been  i^Ktrted  from  a  com- 
mittee    this  Honse.  The  fdan  is  to  establiah 
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a  Gorenuamt  bank  under  the  proper  diagnises 
tot  the  presentt  and  throngli  its  agenoy  to  anb- 
HtUnto  a  (nronlaUng  mediom  conuM»ed  of  Fed- 
eral Ckmmmatt  paper  instead  of  the  notes  of 
State  banks.  We  have  the  germ  of  this  bank 
now  before  ns;  !t3  parts  are  already  sofficientlj 
developed  to  indicate  its  ti'ae  character.  At 
another  sessioji^  or  in  another  Oongreas,  by  one 
or  another  addition,  by  way  of  amendment,  we 
shall  eventnally  behold  the  monster  developed 
In  all  its  frightful  proportions.  Snch  a  snhject 
Ib  Barely  of  conseqneace  enoogb  by  itself  to 
ooonpy  the  attention  of  the  Honse,  withont  oon- 
neotmg  it  with  the  less  important  snbject  under 
conaderation. 

But  the  qnestions  presented  by  thu  bill  are 
of  great  interest  to  Uie  connbr.  It  is  trae  the 
olgect  to  be  accomplished  by  It  has  leas  oonnec- 
tioQ  with  the  gKAt  resnlts  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded than  any  one  of  the  other  measures  pro- 
posed fbr  our  adoption;  and  I  believe  it  will 
iw  foand  upon  examination  to  have  originated 
more  from  the  settled  hostility  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  the  policy  of  the  deposit  law  of  1886, 
than  from  any  actual  necessity  of  the  GK>vem- 
ment,  or  its  tendency  to  promote  the  favorite 
fiscal  policy  of  the  Execntive ;  bat  still  it  is  of 
a  piece  with  the  general  ooadaot  and  policy  of 
those  in  power.  One  question  which  will  be 
fimnd  to  arise  under  the  present  bill  involves 
the  pablio  Mtb.  The  qaestion  is  presented, 
whether  Onigress  or  the  Federal  Government 
is  not  boond  to  keep  its  promise,  or  comply 
with  its  engagements  with  the  Btates  of  the 
Union,  by  obligations  as  strong  as  any  that  can 
exist  between  it  and  its  creditors,  of  any  other 
nature  or  desOTiption.  It  is  a  qnestion  whether, 
if  the  States  agreed  to  accept  the  deposit  of  tiie 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  18S6,  by  which  it  was  tendered  to 
them,  there  was  not  from  that  moment  a  con- 
tract between  them  as  obligatory  as  any  other 
compadt  between  the  Government  and  the 
States  can  be.  Can  the  General  Government, 
withont  consnltlng  Qie  other  parties  to  this  ar- 
rangement, dissolve  it  withont  a  breach  of 

But,  sir,  there  is  anotiidT  and  a  much  more 
improve  and  important  Inquiry  which  pre- 
sents itself  in  oc»isidering  the  effect  of  this  bill : 
I  mean  the  great  qnestion  whether  the  expendi- 
tures of  this  Government  are  to  be  reducea  now 
or  ever  ?  'This  is  now  the  issue,  and  it  is  to  be 
determined  almost  exolasively  py  this  House. 
We  already  know  the  determination  of  the  i^- 
ecuUve  branch  of  the  Government,  and  all  the 
inflaenoe  attached  to  it  t  and  we  know,  too,  the 
decision  of  the  other  branch  of  tiie  Naticmal 
Legislature.  It  devolves  upon  this  House,  I 
i*q>eat,  to  settle  the  issue,  whether  the  expendi- 
tores  of  this  Government,  after  having  been 
fnoreased  nearly  threefold  within  the  last  fow 
T^m,  are  to  be  redaoed  now  or  ever?  These 
are  qneetitms  Irtdy  which  may  command  onr 
excluaive  attentirai  for  a  season.  With  these 
eonviotiona,  and  a  onrespcHidiDg  determination, 
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I  shall  proceed  to  make  as  succinct  a  statemrait 
of  what  I  believe  to  be  the  existing  condition 
of  the  Treasury  as  I  can,  that  it  may  be  seen 
whether  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  183S,  proposed 
by  the  bill  under  consideration,  is  demanded  by 
the  state  of  the  Treosory,  or  by  the  public  in- 
terest ;  for,  if  it  be  so,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
give  it  my  support. 

Hnch  confusion  was  prodaced  yesterday  by 
the  mere  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  (Hr.  Oaubbeleno.)  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  stetemeut  of  ^at  gentleman  varies 
materially  from  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  bnt  certainly  it  was  well  calculated 
to  add  to  the  t^oolues  which  all  most  have 
felt  in  coming  to  any  satis&ctory  condnuon  as 
to  what  is  the  real  state  d  the  fTatioDsl  Treas- 
ury. 

X  propose  to  present  a  statement  based  upon 
the  facts  and  estimates  contained  in  the  several 
reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  present  session,  which  I  believe  may  be 
relied  upon.  At  all  events,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  any  gentieman  who  shall  detect  any  error  in 
my  statement  to  point  it  out  to  me  as  I  proceed. 

[Hr.  BtSl  then  entered  ipto  in  eiabonte  exandna- 
tion  of  the  state  of  the  Treasuiy,  to  show  that  there 
would  be  a  suiidus  of  tweitiy  mUiioos ;  and  then 
inooeeded:} 

I  hare  now,  dr,  shown  that,  taldng  the  state- 
ments ot  the  several  reporto  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  correct,  if  the  funds  lying 
dead  in  tiie  hands  of  disbnrdng  officers  be 
brought  forth  and  applied  in  aid  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  as  they 
should  be,  the  fourth  instalment  due  the  States 
can  be  paid,  with  all  other  actual  demands 
against  uie  Treasury  during  the  year,  and  not 
scarcely  more  than  a  nominal  deficit ;  bnt  if^  aa 
has  always  been  the  case  heretofore,  a  portion 
of  the  aotnal  demands  upon  the  Treasury  shall 
not  be  presented  for  payment  at  the  depositories 
of  the  public  money  witlun  the  year,  there  will 
be  a  snrplns,  in  fact,  still  left  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  question  now  is,  whether  the  States  have 
not  acquired  rights  nnder  the  act  of  18S0,  which 
it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  to  annul  or. 
defeat  without  their  consent.  It  is  a  question 
of  power  and  of  right  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment whether,  after  the  States  have  accepted 
the  terms  of  the  deposit  act;  after  many  of 
them  have  anticipated  the  frinds  which  they 
expected  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment,  and  made  otner  important  arrange- 
ments connected  with  their  financial  interest 
and  condition,  they  will  not  have  just  cause  to 
oomplnn  of  a  breach  oi  fidtb,  if  this  Govern- 
ment shall  now  proceed  to  alnogato  the  com- 
pact by  le^slative  action  merely,  and  without 
any  ocmununicaUon  with  tite  States.  I  call 
upon  thoee  gentlemen  eapedaUy,  who  hold  to 
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such  indiTidnals  upon  the  proposed  committee 
aa  thej  thought  would  beat  disdharge  the  inlj 
to  he  accompUfihed. 

Ur.  Etbbbtt  Bfud  that  it  had  heen  his  inten- 
tioiuwhen  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Ilorida  war  dioiild  oome  np  for  discDsnoD. 
to  oflter  some  renia^  on  the  gnieral  anljeot  of 
thi^  waTf  and  the  maiuur  in  which  it  had  been 
conducted.  At  yreaeat  he  shonld  regret  ez- 
tremelj  that  any  remarlu  should  be  indulged 
in,  which  went  injorionsl;'  to  affect  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  late  Secretary  ctf  War.  Hr.  K  had 
erounds  to  know  in  what  manner  that  officer 
had  acted  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  dnty, 
and  he  was  satisfied  that,  whatever  might  have 
heen  the  disasters  of  this  war,  no  part  of  the 
responsibility  rested  jostly  on  him.  This  had 
been  his  conviction  then ;  it  was  his  conviction 
now.  Where  the  blame  did  rest  he  should  not 
say.  It  was  true,  G^eral  Olinch  had  made  use 
.  of  strong  ezpres^ons  in  hia  testimony  before 
the  court-martial ;  but  lie  was  persnaded  they 
arose  from  a  misapprehension  or  the  real  facta 
of  tlie  ease.  That  brave  man  had  not  bem  fbllr 
aware  d  the  position  in  which  Qen.  Ooss  stood. 

Hr.  Glasoook  said:  As  to  the  qnestiou  of 
who  was  in  &nlt,  he  should  express  no  opinion ; 
bat  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  in  tepfy  to 
what  had  faUen  m>m  the  gratleman  fiom  v  ir- 
g^nio,  (Ur.  Wise,)  in  respect  to  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  whenever  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation should  take  place,  the  War  Department 
would  have  no  cause  for  fear.   It  had  been  Mr. 

wish  that  sucli  a  resolution  should  be 
moTod ;  beoaoae  he  had  the  firmest  conviction 
ihat  the  character  of  General  Cass  would  re- 
main, aa  it  had  hitherto  ever  don^  pore  and 
■potlesa.  From  the  ezpreadons  whi<^  bad  been 
emidoyed  by  some  officers  engaged  in  the  Flor* 
ida  campaigns,  as  well  as  fk>m  the  remarks 
which  had  now  dropped  from  the  gentieman 
from  Virginia,  Mr.  O.  was  anxious  that  an  in- 
vestigation should  be  gone  into:  he  hiqied  the 
resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  OusHiNo  tendered  his  acknowledgments 
to  hia  friend  from  Yirpnia  for  bringing  forwud 
this  resolution.  If  there  was  any  thing,  in  the 
whole  coarse  of  the  administration,  which  de- 
manded investjgation—any  thing  to  which  the 
j>eople  looked,  as  to  a  rotten  point;  a  blot,  a 
shame  on  the  national  repatation,  it  was  tbe 
•fiondujOt  of  that  Florida  war.  He  trusted  the 
igentlcunan  wonld  preaa  tikis  measure  to  an  issne, 
«nd  would  not  oease  until  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  that  contest  should  be  folly  unfolded. 
Tear  after  year,  army  after  army  had  been 
marched  Into  the  morasses  of  tiiat  peninsula ; 
and  general  after  general  had  been  dismissed, 
he  would  not  say  hi  disgrace,  but  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  eourt-martial ;  the  blood  of  our 
people  had  been  wasted,  had  been  squandered, 
in  those  arid  sands;  and  all  for  what?  To 
force  a  few  Indians  from  a  desert  tract  of  conn- 
try,  utterly  useless  to  any  but  themselves,  and 
In  violation  of  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  and  to 
HbB  popetnal  disgnwe  of  our  anna  and  <tf  the 
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national  character.  More:  we  had  enlisted 
Insane  themselves  to  destroy  each  other ;  we 
had  done  that  which,  in  the  era  of  our  national 
revolution,  had  been  branded  by  the  indignant 
voice  of  Onatham  as  the  disgrace  of  the  British 
arms.  Aa  if  the  poor  wretches  did  not  perish 
fiut  enough  by  the  nsual  progress  of  our  op- 
pressive enoroaclunentB,  w«  had  raUsted  them 
as  merdleaa  allies  in  the  destmotion  and  ezter* 
mination  of  other  faibes. 

Hr.  WiBB  sud  be  would  modify  his  reeola' 
tion  in  consequence  of  what  had  &llen  f^om  the 
gentleman  from  Hassaohnsetts,  so  as  to  include 
as  the  objects  of  investigation  not  only  the  fail- 
ures in  the  Florida  war,  but  the  causes  of  tbe 
war  itself.  Hr.  W.  added,  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  a  gentieman  who  had  h«ea  in  tbe 
employ  of  Government  in  Florida,  that  the  cel- 
ebrated chief  Qpo^A^eoAoZo,  a  well-known  friend 
to  the  white  man,  and  a  chief  of  great  influence 
amou  the  Oreeka.  had  been  employed  by  Gen- 
eral ^np  as  an  ally  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  aid  in  the  Bappresdmi  of  the  &eek  wan  on 
ihe  express  condition  tiiat  if  he  saceeeded  he 
should  be  permitted  to  rende  on  his  lands  nntil 
he  conld  settie  tiie  titie  and  remove  conren- 
ientiy.  Yet,  the  moment,  through  his  exer^ 
tions,  the  Creek  war  had  been  brought  to  an 
end,  this  very  Opothleohola  saw  himself  sur- 
rounded by  the  bayonets  of  General  Jesnp,  and 
ordered  off  the  soil.  The  indignant  chief  had 
produced  the  written  agreement  of  the  Amer- 
ican general  and  pointing  to  the  signature,  had 
demanded  the  officer  who  was  removing  him, 
"Is  not  ib&t  signature  genuine?"  Thus  was 
one  of  our  own  allies,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
plighted  &ith  of  our  comman^ng  general,  and 
of  the  nation,  driven  ft«m  his  land.  He  wiahed 
all  these  tiUngs  fcdly  looked  into. 

Hr.  Uhdebwood  mquired  whether  this  stipu- 
lation of  General  Jesnp  had  ever  received  the 
sanction  of  his  superior,  or  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted for  such  sanction  ? 

Hr.  WisB  add  be  was  unable  to  teU.  He 
made  tbe  stat«nent  as  it  had  bem  reproeonted 
to  him. 

^bwtklnttaimtia  MO. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mi.  Hatkxs  in  the  chur,)  and  took  up 
the  Boute's  UQ  to  postpone  the  tbnrth  instal- 
ment of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Hr.  Bbll,  of  Tennessee,  said :  It  cannot  be 
disguised,  titiat  the  hills  already  reported  in  this 
House,  and  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  whatever  eentlemai  might  profess,  and 
whatever  some  of  them  might  perhaps  very 
honestiy  think,  were  so  many  featnres  of  a  pro- 
ject which  found  exteni^ve  oountenance,  and 
the  object  of  which  was  to  establish,  in  fitct,  a 
national  bank — a  Treasury  bank  of  depomt  and 
issue.  Disguise  it  as  they  may,  such  a  phm  has 
been  conceived,  and  not  on^  conceived,  but 
actually  embodied  to  a  considerable  eztnit  In 
the  bills  which  have  been  reported  from  a  com- 
mittee of  this  Houe.  The  plan  is  to  establiah 
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&  Oorernment  bank  nnder  the  proper  disgnisee 
iinr  the  pruent^  and  tiiron^  its  agenor  to  snb- 
Btitnta  a  oiroolating  medimn  ccnnposea  <tf  Fed- 
«al  Qovenuneat  ^aper  instead  of  the  notea  of 
State  banks,  Ve  have  the  germ  of  this  bank 
now  before  us ;  its  parts  are  already  snfficientlj 
developed  to  indicate  its  tme  character.  At 
another  sesnor^  or  In  another  Oongress,  by  one 
or  another  addition,  bj  way  of  amendment,  we 
ahall  erentaallj  behold  the  monster  developed 
in  all  its  frightful  proportions.  Bnoh  a  sn^eot 
is  surely  of  conseqnenoe  enough  by  itself  to 
oocnpy  the  attention  of  the  House,  without  oon- 
nectiDg  it  with  the  less  important  subject  under 
GOnnderation. 

But  the  questions  presented  by  thu  bill  are 
of  great  interest  to  the  oonntiT.  It  is  true  the 
ol^eet  to  be  aceompMied  by  it  has  less  oonneo- 
ma.  with  the  great  results  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded than  any  one  of  the  other  measurea  pro- 
posed for  our  adoption;  and  I  believe  it  will 
DO  found  upon  ezaminatloa  to  have  originated 
more  from  the  settled  hostility  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  the  policy  of  the  deposit  law  of  1836, 
than  from  any  actual  necessity  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  tendency  to  promote  the  favorite 
fiscal  policy  of  the  Executive ;  but  still  it  is  of 
a  pieoe  wiUi  the  general  conduct  and  policy  of 
those  in  power.  Ono  qnestion  which  will  be 
HDnnd  to  aiise  nnder  the  present  bill  involves 
the  pnblio  futh.  The  qnestion  is  presented, 
whether  Oongress  or  the  Federal  Government 
is  not  bound  to  keep  its  promise,  or  comply 
with  its  engagements  with  the  Btates  of  the 
Union,  by  obligations  as  strong  as  any  that  can 
exist  between  it  and  its  creditors,  of  any  other 
natnre  or  description.  It  is  a  question  whether, 
if  the  States  agrised  to  accept  the  deposit  of  tiie 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  1886,  by  which  it  was  tendered  to 
them,  there  was  not  from  that  moment  a  con- 
tract between  them  as  obligatory  as  any  other 
compatJt  between  the  Govermnent  and  the 
States  can  be.  Oaa  Ihe  Gtmeral  Government, 
without  consnlting  the  other  parties  to  this  ar- 
rangement dissolve  it  without  a  breach  of 

But,  sir,  there  is  anot^ter  and  a  maoh  more 
impresrive  and  important  inquiry  which  pre- 
sents itself  in  oonsidering  the  efi^t  of  this  bill : 
I  mean  the  great  question  whether  the  ezpendi- 
tnres  of  this  Government  are  to  be  redncea  now 
or  ever?  'This  is  now  the  iasue,  and  it  is  to  be 
determined  almost  ezdnuvely  by  this  House. 
Ve  already  know  the  determination  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government,  and  all  the 
infiuenoe  attached  to  it  j  and  we  know,  too,  the 
deciaon  of  the  other  branch  of  Uie  National 
Legislature.  It  devolves  upon  this  House,  I 
repei^  to  settle  the  issue,  whether  the  expendl- 
tons  of  this  GovemmeDt,  after  having  been 
insreased  nearly  ihreefdd  within  the  last  few 
jwn,  are  to  be  reduced  now  or  ever  ?  These 
are  questions  truly  which  may  command  our 
ezolunve  attention  for  a  season.  With  these 
MnvictionB,  and  a  oorre^Kmding  determination, 
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I  shall  proceed  to  make  as  soodnot  a  statement 
of  what  I  believe  to  be  the  existing  oondition 
of  the  Treasury  as  I  can,  that  it  may  be  seen 
whetiier  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1836,  proposed 
by  the  bill  under  consideration,  is  demanded  by 
the  state  of  the  Treosory,  or  by  the  publio  in- 
terest ;  for,  if  it  be  so,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
give  it  my  support. 

Much  confusion  was  produced  yesterday  by 
the  mere  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  (Hr.  Cambbbleno.)  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  tiie  statement  of  uiat  gentleman  varies 
mattf  ially  from  that  of  the  Becretaty  of  the 
Treasury,  bnt  certainly  it  was  well  calculated 
to  add  to  the  difficulties  which  all  must  have 
felt  in  coming  to  any  satisfactoij  concludon  as 
to  what  is  the  real  state  <^  the  Kati<mal  Treas- 
ury. 

I  propose  to  present  a  statement  based  upon 
the  facts  and  estimates  contained  in  the  several 
reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  present  session,  which  I  believe  may  be 
relied  upon.  At  all  events,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  any  gentieman  who  shall  detect  any  error  in 
my  statement  to  point  it  out  to  me  as  I  proceed. 

[Mr.  Bell  then  entered  ipto  an  elaborate  examina- 
tion of  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  ehow  that  there 
would  be  a  sotplos  of  twenty  miUlona  j  and  then 
proceeded :] 

I  have  now,  dr,  shown  that,  taking  the  state- 
menta  of  the  several  reports  the  Secretaty 
of  the  Treasury  as  correct,  if  the  fande  lyii^ 
dead  in  tiie  hands  of  ^sbursing  officers  1m 
brought  forth  and  applied  in  aid  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  as  tiiey 
should  be,  the  fourth  instalment  due  the  States 
can  be  paid,  with  all  other  actual  demands 
against  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  and  not 
scarcely  more  than  a  nominal  deficit ;  but  i^_  as 
has  always  been  the  case  heretofore,  a  portion 
of  the  actual  demands  upon  the  Treasury  shall 
not  be  presented  for  payment  at  tiie  depositories 
of  the  pnblio  money  within  the  year^tbere  will 
be  a  snrfdus,  in  fact,  still  left  in  the  Treasury  at 
Hm  end  at  the  year. 

The  question  now  Isj  whether  the  States  have 
not  aoqmred  rights  nnder  the  act  <tf  1886,  which 
it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  to  annul  or. 
defeat  without  their  consent.  It  is  a  question 
of  power  and  of  rif^t  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment whether,  after  the  States  have  accepted 
the  terms  of  the  deposit  act;  after  many  of 
them  have  anticipated  the  muds  which  they 
expected  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment,  and  made  other  important  arrange- 
ments connected  with  their  financial  Uiterest 
and  condition,  they  will  not  have  Jnst  cause  to 
compldn  d  a  breach  of  fidth,  if  tms  Govern- 
ment shall  now  proceed  to  abrogate  the  com- 
pact by  legislative  action  merely,  and  without 
any  oommuni cation  with  the  States.  I  call 
upon  those  gentlemen  espedally,  who  hold  to 
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what  is  oidled  the  State  rights  partj,  to  Bay 
upon  what  gronnda  they  can  support  the  bill 
tinder  consideration?  will  it  not  be  a  osorpa- 
tion,  a  clear  assnmption  of  power  on  onr  part, 
and  an  insulting  duregard  of  the  State  sover- 
ewitiea,  if,  after  dehiding  tham  vith  promises 
of  these  foods  npon  certain  conditions,  which 
have  been  acceded  to  bj  the  States,  we  sho>nld 
ol^m  the  powMT  to  postpone  the  execution  oi 
the  compact,  or  to  annnl  the  whole  proceeding 
nncondinonally,  withoat  reference  to  their 
wishes  or  interests,  and  even  without  oonsolt- 
Ing  them? 

Bat,  sir,  we  have  the  same  grand  object,  in- 
viting ns  to  T^ect  thia  bill^  which  operated 
with  manj  gentlemen  in  giviiig  their  snpport 
to  the  deposit  act  of  1886.  The  question  is 
now,  as  then,  whether  we  shall  set  about  cur- 
tailing the  extravagance  and  profligacy  of  the 
Government  in  its  eqwnditiu^.  We  have 
tried  eveiT  ciQiee  pUm— every  other  oecasloD, 
in  vain.  If  we  womd  prove  ourselves  what  we 
pnrfbas  to  bft— if  we  he  onraelves  in  earnest — ^if 
we  are  serionslj  Ae  advocates  vi  retrendiment 
and  reform,  we  can  never  hope,  in  onr  time,  a 
more  propitious  season  to  make  one  more  bold 
and  determined  effort.  "  Kow's  the  day,  and 
now*s  the  hour."  If  we  snfl^  ourselves  to  be 
deluded  by  the  arguments  and  the  devices  of 
the  advocates  of  power,  and  shall  let  this  op- 
portunity pass,  we  need  never  hope  agun. 
There  is  only  one  expedient  left,  and  that  is, 
to  withhold  the  supplies;  stop  the  money; 
keep  the  Treasury  dntined  and  low;  cut  off  tiie 
means ;  and  I  ennge  that  the  expenditures,  for 
onoA,  uiall  be  reduced  to  the  aotnal  wants  of 
the  Govenunent.  I  call  nptm  the  experienoed 
of  the  Honse-^e  obaervataon  of  them,  and 
there  are  some  who  have  had  seats  here  for 
more  than  twenty  years — to  say,  if  any  time 
could  be  so  flt,  or  promise  equal  snooess,  in 
effecting  this  great  object,  as  the  present.  I 
repeat,  u  the  means  are  not  supplied,  the  ex- 
penditures must  cease. 

Mr.  HcEat,  of  North  Carolina,  contended, 
in  repl;^^  to  Mr.  Bbix,  that  there  had  been  no 
change  in  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment during  the  last  year,  but  it  was  the 
extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  year  which 
made  the  great  difference.  He  agreed  that  in 
these  there  had  been  much  extravagance,  and 
he  had  voted  a|[^iBt  them  all.  Ca  many  of 
tSiose  appropriatrons  he  would  remark  not  one 
dfdisr  had  yet  been  expended.  He  then  entered 
into  some  estimates,  and  read  voluminous  data, 
fondshed  him,  he  sud,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself^  in  ms  own  handwriting,  to 
show  the  trath  of  his  assertion  as  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year.  Among  the  extraordi- 
nary appropriations  for  the  year,  he  named  the 
amount  of  $6,000,000  to  cany  into  effect  the 
Cherokee  treaty. 

Hr.  Bkix  remarked  that  tliat  did  not  enter 
into  this  estimate,  as  it  was  an  appropriation 
of  1836,  and  just  about  so  much  as  this  error 
in  his  calcnlauoDS  made  would  ndnoe  his  (Mr. 


[SwTEion,  1887. 

MoKjlt's)  estimate  to  his  own,  (Kr.  Iteju's.) 
There  hsid  been  no  extraordinary  e^enaes  at 
subjects  of  expenditure  in  1887. 

Mr.  MoKat  reasserted  that  his  minntes  wen 
from  the  Secretary's  own  hand. 

Mr.  Oambkklemq  siud  that  there  were  other 
items  of  a  similar  diaraoter  tnnitted  by  the  gen- 
tieman  from  K<»th  Oan^ina,  whioh  wonikl 
make  m  the  sora  he  had  named. 

Ur.  MoEat  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
would  have  an  (^portunity  at  the  next  sesdon 
of  Congress  to  bring  forward  his  plans  of  re- 
form, as  the  Secretary  hod  already  postponed 
the  expenditure  of  $15,000,000  appropriated  by 
the  last  Congress  till  after  the  first  of  Jannary 
next  He  tben  took  similar  ground  to  that 
maintained  by  Mr.  Piokxns,  as  to  the  creati<Hi 
of  a  debt,  as  the  neoessaiy  oonsequeace  of  par- 
mittin^  the  depocit  act  of  1816  to  go  into  fiuuur 
operation. 


VsDNiSDAT,  Septemoer  20. 

JSanhvpt  Lam. 

Mr.  BinoLu  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Judidary,  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman on  that  committee  who  could  give^pa 
the  informatioii,  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  that  committee  to  report  on  the  subject  of 
hankmptoy,  which  had  been  referred  to  them 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  As  it  was  a  subject  of  very  deep  inter- 
est to  the  whole  community,  he  would  further 
aA  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  that  com- 
mittee to  report  any  Uli  which  might  come  in 
conflict  with  the  otmsUtntional  o^putms  of  the 
Preetdent^  as  expressed  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  some  years  since.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  present  President  expressed 
it  as  his  opinion,  in  nis  place  in  the  Senate,  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  a  bankrupt  law,  extend- 
ing to  others- than  merchants  and  bankers, 
would  be  an  uneonstitutiuial  act;  and  he  wish- 
ed to  know  whether  it  was  the  intration  of  the 
committee  to  introduce  a  proposltiou  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  Thomis  (di^rman  of  the  Judioianr  Com- 
mittee) said  be  felt  that  the  response  which  he 
shoold  make  to  the  gentleman  would  be  unsat- 
isfactory. IlieOonunitteefmthe  Judiciaiyhad 
held  two  meetings  on  the  subject,  which  had 
been  generaUy  rnerred  to  them.  At  the  first 
meeting  it  appeared  to  meet  the  t^iprobaticm 
of  all  tibe  members  of  the  committee  that  the 
final  decision  as  to  the  propriety  of  reporting  a 
bankrupt  law  should  be  nostponed  until  it  was 
distinctly  ascertained  whether  the  measures 
which  were  expected  to  come  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  so  long  oc- 
cupy the  attentdon  of  Congress  as  to  extend  the 
present  session  to  the  meeting  of  the  regular 
sesrion  of  Congress.  In  this  state  of  ^e  case, 
power  was  given  to  the  chairman  c{  the  Jodi- 
ciary  Commutoe  to  reassemble  the  o(Handtteeaa 
sotm  as  theproperinfoimat^oould  be  obtained. 


Bankrupt  Lam. 
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A  fdw  days  at&oe,  when  he  (Mr.  Thokjls)  was 
absent,  a  ^[entleman  from  Virgijua  propound- 
ed an  inquiry  to  the  committee  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  the  one  now  propounded ;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  thia  a  member  thereof  reassembled 
the  oommittee,  for  the  purpose  of  oonsideriog 
whether  they  should  report  now,  or  wut  until 
the  regnlor  sesincm  of  Ooagrese.  This  meeting 
was  held  without  otHmng  to  any  eonolnsiou, 
nd  an  adjoonied  meeting  of  the  oommittee  was 
to  be  bdd  to-morrow  mining.  The  gentleman 
wonld  therefore  perc^ve  that  he  could  not  pre- 
tend to  say  what  would  be  the  coarse  of  the 
ocMDQtmittee  on  this  subject.  The  House  had  re- 
ferred to  them  the  Message  of  the  President  and 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
this  subject,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
what  wonld  be  the  decision  of  the  committee ; 
whether  they  would  be  disposed  to  pass  a  gen- 
eral bankmpt  law  to  affect  that  class  of  citizens 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BiDDLS,)  or  not  On  to-morrow  morning, 
however,  the  subject  would  be  taken  up,  aivd 
he  presmned  he  would-  be  instructed  by  the 
wnrnnit^  to  make  a  report  to  the  House  in 
tome  al)^  or  other. 

Rurth  In^alment  Fot^inement  Sill. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambrsuno,  the  House 
then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Hathu  in  the  chair, 
and  resnmed  the  oonsideration  of  the  bill  to 
postpone  the  fourth  Instalment  of  deposit  with 
the  States. 

Hr.  OAjfBRELENo  said  he  would  detain  the 
committee  only  to  make  a  riiort  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tomesaee,  (Mr.  Biu^  The 
ffenUemaa  had  referred  to  the  pro>}eot  of  eatab- 
Bshing  a  Treasotr  ba^  of  d^ont  and  issae. 
On  that  question  he  would  not  now  detalB  the 
oraunittee  ftuther  Hm.  to  uj  that  tlie  Treas- 
vry  bank  was  alrea^  established,  not  only  of 
d^orit,  but  of  cireuation.  We  have  always 
had  one  to  some  extent^  nd  have  generally  had 
two  millions  of  warrants  in  circulation.  He 
had  also  referred  to-  the  expenditnres  of  Gov- 
ernment— they  had  increased  two^or  three-fold ; 
but  that  increase  had  been  made' almost  exdu- 
rively  for  extraordinary  purposes.  We  appro- 
priated, tn  1 686,  thirty-eight  millions ;  of  wmeb, 
as  may  be  seen  by  a  report  of  the  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  seveuteen  millions  and  a 
lialf  were  qmropriated  to  ordinary  pupoaea, 
and  twen^  uiUioDS  and  a  half  to  extriK«mnary 
oUeeta.  Of  the  lattw,  thirteen  mUUms  and  a 
half  were  reqidred  far  Indian  treatlea  and  In- 
dian wars  in  the  nd(^borhood  ct  the  gentle- 
man  from  Tennessee.  The  appropriaticHis  for 
the  present  year  amount  to  thhiy-two  milliooE^ 
of  which  fourteen  were  for  extraordinary  pur- 
poses. He  ooncnrred  with  the  gentieman  as  to 
the  necos^ty  of  redncing  the  pnblio  expendi- 
tures. It  is  obvious  they  will,  as  they  have 
done  uniformly,  increase  with  an  increasing 
revenue,  «kd  be  suddenly  cnrtdled  when  the 
revenue  fells  short   Such  would  be  the  ease 
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now,  and  our  expenditnres  must  be  reduced  to 
seveuteeu  or  eighteen  milUoas. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  appeared  to 
complain  that  the  Executive  had  not,  when  the 
crisis  came  upon  the  country,  in  Hay  lost,  di- 
rected the  different  departments  to  stop  the 
expenditures.  This  was  singular  doctriae,  after 
all  we  had  heard  for  some  years  past  on  the 
snbject  of  Executive  usurpation,  to  expect  the 
Executive  to  direct  the  execution  of  the  laws 
to  be  suspended,  while  tiiere  were  means  in  the 
Treasury.  Bat,  sir,  the  views  of  the  Present 
and  of  tiie  departments  were,  from  necessity, 
similar  to  those  stated  by  tiie  gentieman.  It 
was  evident  that  the  revenue  would  ful,  and 
that  some  of  the  expencUtures  could  not  be  met 
— a  minute  inquiry  was  instituted  in  every 
branch  of  pabUo  expenditure,  to  asoertcun  what 
could  be  convenientiy  postponed  till  next  year. 
It  was  ascertained  that  some  fifteen  or  rixteen 
millions  might  be  suspended  tiU  the  next  year, 
to  wMt  the  future  action  of  Congress. 

It  would,  however,  be  wlu^  in^raoticablfl 
to  onrtail  the  ezpraiditures  in  the  last  quarter 
irf  the  praaant  year.  The  very  branches  of  ex- ' 
penditure  referred  to  by  tiie  gentieman  from 
Tennessee  are  not  now  within  our  reach.  One- 
half  of  the  amount  is  already  expended,  and 
most  ofthe  remainder  is  under  contract  What- 
ever we  may  do  in  curtailing  the  eiqwnditares 
for  the  next  year,  any  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  expenditures  of  the  last  quarter  would  be 
wholly  unavulable ;  and,  if  attempted,  must  be 
attended  with  much  loss  and  emMrrasament  to 
the  Grovemment 

Gentiemen  might  take  what  view  the^ 
fdeased  of  the  state  of  our  finances,  but  it  is 
unposriUe  to  make  any  estimate  which  will  not 
einlldt  a  d^<danoT  in  our  means  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  at  Oovemment  This  d^>odt 
oannot  be  made  unless  we  OTeate  a  public  ^bt 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  placing  a  sarplus  in  the 
Treasury,  to  oe  transferred  and  deposited  in  the 
Treasnries  of  the  several  States.  Such  a  meas- 
ure,  he  felt  persuaded,  would  never  be  sanc- 
tidned  by  Oongress. 

Mr.  BxLL  made  a  few  remarks  in  rejoinder 
to  Mr.  Oambbilbnq,  and  inasted  that  the  state- 
ment of  tiie  geutleman  did  not  controvert  Mr. 
B.*s  of  vesteraay,  that  there  was  a  dead  ftmd  of 
five  millions  ofdollars  on  hand;  and  that,  assum- 
ing that  fact,  which  he  said  was  inoontrovert- 
ibw^  aooOTdiiu:  to  the  Mntleman's  own  estimate, 
tbwe  wonld  M  a  dddt  of  only  <aia  million 
some  odd  hundred  thousand,  but,  according  to 
Ibr.  B.*s  estimate,  an  excess  of  ridng  three  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  Undkrwood  next  addressed  the  commits 
tee.  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  he,)  I  have  listened 
to  the  ddwte  with  surprise.  It  seems  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  unable  to  make  a 
I)lain  statement^  unfolding  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  national  finances,  or  that  we  are  in- 
capable of  understanding  it.  In  either  case, 
there  is  caose  for  r^ret  It  is  a  national  ca- 
lamity that  a  man  atwold  be  {daoed  at  the  head 
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gift  (rf  moaej  to  the  Stetoi,  Hot  so.  Jt.  is  a 
omtnot  of  amorit ;  ud  that  watatA  is  gmi- 
gnmmsted,  and  made  perfiKt,  on  Ihe  fimual 
lee^ittra^of  any  iostalmeiit  of  the  deporit  tj 

Nov,  entertainiog  this  view  of  the  transac- 
tt(»,  I  am  asked  by  tiie  adminatratioa  to  oome 
forward  and  break  this  oontract  Trae,  a  ooa- 
taiaot  made  by  the  GtoTemment  of  the  United 
States  oannot  be  enforced  in  law.  Does  ^at 
make  it  wther  honest  or  honorable  for  the 
United  States  to  take  advantage  of  its  power 
and  Tjolate  its  pledged  faith  ?  I  refhae  to  par- 
tii^wte  in  any  swA  breach  of  &itb. 

Bnt  further.  The  adn^nlstration  solicits  Ood- 
mm  to  step  in  betwem  the  United  States  and 
we  States  as  a  Tolanteer,  and  to  violate  a  ooa- 
trae^  as  Hie  means  of  hdi^  the  adndnlstra- 
tion  out  of  diffleoltfee,  into  whudt  its  ovn  mad- 
ness and  fidly  have  inlfiilly  sank  it,  and  whii& 
press  eqnally  npen  the  Qovemmwit  and  the 
people.  The  oldect  of  the  measare  is  to  reUeve 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  £rom  the  reepon- 
ribility  of  aotinff  in  tiiis  matter  as  he  has  the 
power  to  do.  Let  bim  act.  I  will  not  go  out 
of  my  way  to  interpose  in  this  between  the 
£zeoative  and  the  several  States,  until  the 
administration  uipeals  to  me  in  the  right  ^Irit. 
This  it  has  not  done.  The  Exeontive  oomes  to 
Its  with  a  new  doctrine,  which  is  echoed  by 
his  friends  in  this  House,  namely,  that  the 
Ameriean  Goremment  is  not  to  azert  itself  for 
the  rieUef  of  the  Ameriean  peo[de.  Teiy  well. 
If  this  be  yonr  pdiey,  I,  as  lepreaeoting  the 
people,  win  not  exert  myself  far  the  raltef  of 
yonr  adndnifltration. 

Let  me  restate  the  qTieBta<m.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Ezeentive  is,  in  short,  lliat,  in  their 
mntnal  relations  towards  each  other,  all  tbe 
Government  has  to  do  Is  to  be  supported  by 
the  pec^le,  and  all  the  people  have  to  do  is  to 
samKni  the  Government  Now  I  say  that, 
under  such  oircmnstanoes,  for  an  administration 
professing  such  tenets,  I  will  do  Just  that  which 
my  pnUie  duty  to  tite  ooontry  requires,  and  no 
more.  I  will  vote  for  its  Treasary  note  bill ; 
that  is,  grant  it  a  loan,  not  for  the  sake  of  the 
administration,  bat  for  the  sake  of  the  pubUo 
creditor  to  whom  the  money  is,  or  will  be 
dne,  and  of  the  Government  as  snob,  which 
ninst  not  be  allowed  to  suffer,  whatever  may  be 
the  foolta  of  the  administration.  Bat  I  will 
not,  as  a  member  of  Oongrees,  volunteer  to 
take  on  my  own  shouldem  Uie  responsibili^  of 
revoking  or  withholdii^  the  surplus  revenue 
from  the  States,  in  ordo*  to  listen  tiie  burden 
of  responribility,  which  the  existing  law  im- 
poses on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry.  Let 
nim  untangle  Us  own  anari.  I  will  not  raise  a 
flngw  to  do  it  The  adndidatration  has  got 
itadf  and  the  people  into  these  desperate  straits. 
U  now  propoaes  to  eat  loose  from  the  peo^ 
■ndMndondMntothslrfite:  hntaaksfHTiis, 
the  House  of  the  people,  to  take  upon  w  the 
pn^WatiosftrilBrini;  and  tado  thiB  bjttw 
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violation  of  a  oontract  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  Mates.  I  will  not  do  it 

Sfr,  I  snbniit  these  brief  remarks,  on  tUs 
partionlar  bill,  by  way  of  preface  to  the  more 
eztteded  line  ot  argument,  which  I  am  about 
to  ptirsue. 

[Hr.  Cndtbg  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  tbe  llss- 
sage,  and  tlie  doctrines  which  it  contdned,  In  a 
Bpeech  divided  into  tbir^  heads,  esdi  introduced  witii 
a  c^rtioD,  IS  ibUowa :  "  Coovocation  of  Congress." — 
"  FubUe  Distnw."— *'  Obvsm  of  PubUc  Distiflv."— 

Condition  of  the  Conntry."— "  Oljeata  for  Con- 
gress."—" NatioDsl  Bank  and  PtgHdsr  WHL"— ■*  UtO. 
ity  of  a  Hational  Bank."— Szduuigea'*— -**  Tlte  Bask 
Ooyenuaent*'— **  The  Prerident's  Fledges.**—"  The 
Fet  Bsnks."- "DtvoraeofBank  and  State.**— '.'Ftao- 
tics  of  othw  KatioDB."— "  Uee  <^  (JovemiQent  De- 
posits."—" UtiUty  of  Credit"- «  Bub-Treairaries."— 
"CompwKUve  Safety."— "  Defanlters.*—*' Finandal 
OperaUona."— "  The  Post  Offlcc."— "  Patronage.*— 
"  Treasury  Bank," — "  Taude  receivable  by  Govern- 
mut"— "GovemmMit  FqMV."— "  Cotren^  and 
Bank  Qa«allon.'^->*  of  Legidatkn."— "Ceded 
FOwerB."— "  EqwUty."-^  NoitiateiftNnee  of  Oof^ 
emmeiU.*'— "  Tlie  tnw  {sme." — '"nie  scope  and  dsrign 
of  this  abridgment  excludes  the  whole  of  this  most 
elaborate  essay,  except  what  relates  to  the  qnestiona 
before  the  House  :  and  these  parts  sre  pven  under 
their  Teq>eettve  caption*.] 

DivoBCB  OF  Bank  and  State. 

The  repudiation  of  banks  as  fiscal  agents  of 
the  United  States — this  is  the  new  scheme,  the 
"  untried  expedient,"  the  fresh  humbug,  to  be 
imposed  upon  the  people,  under  cover  of  the 
cry,  Divorce  of  baoK  snd  State.  This  phrase 
Ib  somewhat  ambiguous.  It  may  have  different 
meanings.  In  the  true  and  legitimate  seose  of 
the  words,  I  am  for  a  divorce  of  bank  and 
State ;  and  I  should  r^oice  to  be  able  to  believe 
that  the  admittistratiim  was  nncerely  for  it  I 
abhor  that  close  assodation,  that  marriage,  of 
bank  and  State  which  characterized  the  system 
of  the  late  deporit  banks,  thoee  peta  of  the 
Goremraent;  banks,  some  of  ihem  confessedly 
tibe  mere  tools  of  the  administratioa ;  bank^ 
eamiog  the  use  of  the  deposita,  like  the  Seventh 
Ward  Bank  in  Kew  Torlc,  by  walking  on  their 
Imees  to  a  despotic  Executive.  To  prevent  this 
marriage,  has  ever  been  a  favorite  ooject  of  tbe 
whig  party  throughout  the  country,  North, 
Souui,  and  West  To  effect  this,  alwaye  haa 
been,  and  I  solemnly  believe  is  at  this  hour,  if 
not  the  favorite  purpose  of  tbe  administration, 
at  any  rate  tbe  sure  tendency  of  its  measures. 

Sir,  this  is  no  new  qnestiw.  Do  we  forget 
that  the  late  Preddent  deliberately  proposed  to 
Ooomas  thib  estahliahment  of  a  national  bank 
founded  on  tiie  fimda  of  the  Tivasory,  ahd  um- 
dnoted  1^  the  Gomnnuntt  Do  we  foigat 
that  the  nnpardonablo  lin  of  the  late  United 
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States  Bonk  was  its  independence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— the  refusal  of  that  bank  to  be  married 
to  the  administration  t  This,  fh>in  beginning 
to  end,  was  the  point  of  that  oontroverfly.  Co 
we  fotnet  tbat  aftervards,  at  a  later  period, 
when  ue  regolalion  of  the  pablio  dMMMta  was 
under  disoossioii  at  the  sawHid  semm  of  tbe 
trent^-tbird  Otwgress,  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
mini^ration,  to  a  man,  voted  and  ^ke  agidnst 
this  veiT  pn^i^taon  of  a  dirwoe  ct  bank  and 
State,  then  made  bj  Hi,  OOTdon,  d  Vii^cini*? 
Kay,  that  ther  rerased  ena  to  oon^r  the 
snhject,  when  Mr.  Bobwtsw  moved  a  reference 
foe  inqairy  oonoeming  it  I  And  now  this,  the 
desperate  heresy  of  18S6,  is  the  orthodox  doc- 
trine of  1887.  I  repeat,  I  am  opposed  to  tbe 
anion  of  buik  and  State ;  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
separaUcn  of  hank  and  State,  if  these  words 
have  any  meaning  which  I  can  oomimhend. 
I  wonld  have  the  Government  deal  with  citizens 
dmng  bnolness  nnder  the  style  and  firm  of  a 
banl^  aa  witii  other  (utizoia;  onf^T  them,  on 
pn^ter  terma,  so  long  aa  ther  are  houat  and 
trne;  Mhet^ucL  not  I  would  hsTB  the  Gov- 
enmient  do  with  its  depodta  jost  aa  I  do  with 
ndne— edecting  a  sottaUe  depodtory,  and  each 
oonfaaethig  fMiily  with  the  other  for  their 
mutual  advantage. 

SiTB-TBuauBna. 

Admitting,  npon  snoh  fSacts,  which  tbe  Presi- 
dent perforce  does,  the  ntility  of  tbe  credit 
i^ystem,  what  then  ia  the  wplioation  he  makes 
of  it  I  Is  it  not  Bingolar,  ttuit  he  steps  at  onoe 
firom  a  statement  of  the  valne  of  the  credit 
mtem,  to  the  davdmniimt  of  a  new  poli»'  of 
achniidstratitm  ^leady  advene  to  flw  preDwes  t 

Heretirfbre,  the  public  treasure  has  not  been 
in  the  vwy  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  or  (tf  ax^  d^ty  of  hia.  It  has 
been  deponted  In  bank,  to  be  drawn  oat  only 
by  warrants,  coonterrigned,  r^^sterad,  and  re* 
corded,  and  to  gnarded  as  to  render  the  actual 
money  wludly  inaooeanble  to  the  immediate 
•gents  of  the  Treasory.  To  avoid  the  evils  of 
bank  connectbms,  the  Preeadent  reoonmienda 
that  this  pablio  money,  instead  of  beii^  kept 
OQ  deposit  In  bank,  abtdl,  for  greater  aafe^  be 
kept  m  the  poeketa,  fiesta,  or  vaults,  of  owe^ 
ton,  reoeivers-geo«al,  aotHtreasarmLOT  some 
other  denomination  of  ageiits  of  the  Treasury. 
Snch,  in  pMn  terms,  is  the  acheme. 

OOHPABATIVS  SaTBTT. 

If  tbe  derks  of  a  great  merchant,  or  other 
person  using  a  great  deal  of  money,  were  to 
make  a  simUar  proposal  to  their  employer,  that 
ia,  a  proposal  that  large  soma  of  caui  of  hia  on 
hand  shoald  be  kept  m  tiieir  pockets,  or  chests, 
instead  of  bdng  depoated  in  bank,  he  would 
have  good  reason  to  saqwct  their  honeBl7 ;  but 
if  the  employer  himself  were  to  propose  the 
plan  to  hia  olwlca,  and  propoae  it  aa  a  plan  of 
peeuUar  safs^,  uegr  wma  be  son  »  had 
uMtlda  Boueb 

But,  demands  the  President,  are  bank  vaoKs 


[a  or  R. 

any  stronger  than  Treasory  vaults— are  bank 
agents  any  honester  than  Treaniry  agents  I 

In  reply,  Ist.  Individuals  may  abscond  with 
the  pnblio  money  in  their  pockets ;  but  a  bank 
corporation  cannot.  Ifon  eat  intentua  is  a 
wiMj  ftoqaent  enta7  on  the  botdis  of  the 
TtadsntT  I>epartmettt  against  the  names  of 
indivUiials  httmsted  with  pablio  money ;  but 
I  never  heard  of  such  aa  entry  against  the 
name  of  a  deposit  bank. 

2d.  There  Is  great  difference  between  tbe 
case  of  money  passing  at  <moe  through  tiie 
hands  of  a  man,  and  that  d  money  kc^t  ftw  an 
indefinite  period  In  his  actual  custody;  e»> 
pedally  when  there  ia  a  stream  of  it  continu- 
ally e<Hning  in,  and  he  can  pay  over  oat  <rf  the 
new  receipts,  so  as  to  ooncaal  toe  a  hsag  tfane  a 
past  defalcation. 

8d.  A  depositor  is  not  dependent  on  the 
strength  of  a  bank  vault,  or  the  honeefy  of 
bank  officers.  He  has  the  bank,  that  is,  the 
stookholderB^  itv  seeuritr.  If  the  bsaok  vaolt 
is  robbed,  or  the  bank  officers  commit  a  fraud, 
the  depodtor  does  not  bear  the  loss;  ib»  bsnk 
bears  it  Bnt  if  the  Government  vanha  be 
robbed,  or  its  agents  embezzle  the  money  in- 
trosted  to  them,  the  deposit  is  gone,  it  is  abeo-  * 
lately  lost  to  the  Qovenuoent.  Wbm  the 
Government  depoaita  in  bank,  it  has  all  the 
security  of  moral  honesty,  strong  vaults,  and 
penal  bonds  or  laws,  (for  bank  officers  are 
osoally  under  btnid  and  are  indictable  for  mal- 
feasance,) which  it  poasildy  can  have,  with  sub- 
treasuries ;  and  It  has  the  additional,  and  much 
greater  seoarity,  of  the  stock  and  stookholdeni 
of  the  dmodt  bank. 

4&.  There  is  mater  smmvUon  in  banka, 
with  directors  and  Btookbolders  always  on  the 
spot,  vigilant  over  their  personal  intwest,  and 
having  careful  arrahgements  of  inspectioa; 
ncme  of  which  things  oould  by  an;  poesibUi^ 
be,  to  the  same  de^«e,  attainable  in  the  sub- 
Xreasoiy  acheme. 

The  tbivIbsuz, 

And  the  question  for  the  people  now  to  de- 
cide ia,  whether  their  Govenunent  is  to  be 
active  in  the  perpetration  of  misohief  onlyf 
Potent  aa  it  is  fiw  evil,  shall  it  be  suffered  to 
make  itself  ntterfy  Inmotwt  for  good  t  Shall 
it,  in  the  hour  of  poUie  distress  and  peril, 
coward-like,  allnk  into  aoonier,  in  wilftal  ne^eot 
and  abandonment  of  its  public  dubr  t  Shul  it 
stand  upon  its  safe  devation,  and  halloo  on  to 
miaoluef  aU  the  furies  of  rapine  and  disorder, 
which  the  evil  times  have  drawn  forth  from 
tiieir  lorkiog-plaoes,  refusing  meanwhile  to  stir 
a  step  itself  for  the  welfore  and  happmess  of 
the  country,  amid  the  disastm  which  its  own 
misrule  has  brought  open  us  t 

Doubtless  it  is  true,  as  the  Prendent  suggests, 
that  the  ooontry  will,  in  time,  recover  itseK  It 
baa  elattk)  and  reoaporative  energies  within  it, 
which  no  power  on  euth  can  subdue.  Our 
forests  ana  oar  fields,— our  oceans,  lakes,  and 
rivui,— oar  anterp^sek  indns^,  and  intelli- 


Digitized  by 


484 


AimiDGMENT  07  THE 


H.  or  B.] 


[SviBoa,  1887. 


Konce, — our  free  inslitntioiui, — the  favor  of 
ProTidenoe  which  has  never  forsaken  ns, — 
these  are  elementa  of  greatness  and  proeperitj, 
vhMi  baffle  and  defy  all  the  errors  and  faults 
at  mivgoTonunent.  But  ia  it  an^  apology  for 
your  atriking  off  my  arm,  that  ita  Donea  and 
mnsolea  are  endowed  wKh  a  nataral  power  to 
knit  together  ag^  and  reg^  their  pristine 
health  and  atre^tht  })onbtle88,  the  country 
will  recover  itself;  bnt,  if  the  recommendations 
ctf  the  Message  are  to  be  enforced,  it  has  got  to 
reoover,  not  onlj  witbont  aid  ii-om  the  Federal 
Government,  bnt  in  spite  of  the  Government. 

Will  the  people  sanction  snoh  a  doctrine? 
In  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Mrasage, 
the  Preddent  renunds  us  that  we  are  freah 
from  the  people,  that  we  know  their  embarrass- 
ments, and  the  relief  they  need.  We  do  so. 
We  have  snbmitted  this  gnestion  to  l^e  arbi- 
trament of  the  people.  We  eheerftallv  abide 
th^  dedsiw.  we  tdl  yon,  that  North  Oaro- 
Una)  Tameaeee,  Kmtncky,  IncUana,  Bhode 
Idand,  Uaine,  have  prononnoed  jndginent  on 
tbe  administration.  I  congratulate  Maine, 
Mpedally,  on  her  emancipation  from  the  thral- 
dom of  d^ading  assentation  to  every  caprice 
of  the  Exeontive,  to  which  her  own  peooliar. 
hiteresta  have  so  long  hem  sacriflcw.  We 
hul  the  auspicious  omen  of  the  bri^t  star  in 
the  East.  Maine  has  rung  the  kneU  o£  radi- 
oaltsm.  Well  may  she  hold  np  to  the  eye  of 
her  Bister  States  the  Dibioo  in  ner  escutcheon. 
Tbo  people  have  spoken  out,  and  in  a  voice  of 
thnnder,  which  should  be  re-echoed  by  their 
Bepresoatatives  in  this  Hall,  until  it  penetrate 
into  the  Innomoit  reoeiMB  of  the  White  House. 
And  if  the  'knemUed  BepreeoitstiTes  of  the 
nation  do  nothing  else  for  the  public  good  in 
emergency, — ^if  all  the  power  and  inflnence 
of  the  Executive  are  to  be  exwted  as  a  drag 
on  the  wheels  of  IqtisbiUai,  to  ]»eclude  the 
adoption  of  any  measure  of  general  relief, — 
tills  at  least  we  may  and  we  will  do ;  we  may 
and  we  will  enter  up  an  jlppul  to  the  people, 
against  the  oondnct  now  pursued,  and  the  pur- 
poses professed,  by  tiiis  adndnistration. 

[TLe  debate  was  ftirther  eontfamed  by  Hem.  Fill- 
more, Ihrtiii,  Jdmaon  of  Hd.,  Beed,  Baq;eaiit,  Mer- 
cer, Bencher,  T)(j1or,  and  Bond.] 


TcsBDAT,  September  28. 

Ibvrth  Inttalmmt  BiU. 

The  question  on  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  Mr.  Fioicuf  s,  was  then  taken : 
Strike  out  the  words  "  till  further  provision 
law,"  and  insert  "  the  first  dn-  oi  January, 

lesv." 

B^eoted — ^yeas  66,  nays  not  eonnted. 
Tlie  committee  toae,  and  reported  the  bill, 
without  amMidment,  to  the  House. 


WxnnsDAT,  Se|rfmber  ST. 
Miariiiippi  MeeiUm. 
The  Honse  inoceeded  to  the  oouideration  of 
tbe  rc^rart  of  the  Committee  <mi  Elections, 
which  was  accompanied  by  the  following  reeo- 
Intton  .* 

"  Retolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F. 
H.  Ct&ibome  are  duly  elected  members  of  tfae  26th 
CoDgreas,  and  w  soch  ire  entitled  to  &ke  th«r  Beats." 

The  question  was  on  oonouning  witii  the 
committee  in  tbe  above  resolution. 

Mr.  Hauxx  contended  that,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  it  was  made  the 
doty  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  to  pre- 
scribe the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  holoinx 
their  elections.  The  Gonstitutiou  of  the  United 
States  had  made  it  their  specific  doty  to  do  so, 
and  if  they  refused  <»  neglected  to  exercise 
the  power  otnf^red  upm  them,  it  was  for  Odor 
gress  to  enrcise  It  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Governor,  he  argued,  to  determine  xmoa 
the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  holdius  oleo- 
tions ;  and  even  if  the  Legislatare  of  Miaria* 
sippi  had  conferred  this  power  upon  tbe  Gov- 
ernor, he  could  not  have  exercised  it 
because  it  would  have  been  in  contravention 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  [He 
then  went  into  a  critical  examination  of  that 
clause  in  tiie  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  says ;  "  When  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  from  anjr  State,  tiie  Executive 
autiiority  thereof  shall  issoe  wiits  of  deotion 
to  fill  such  noanciea,"  and  ot  the  definition  of 
tbe  w<vd  "happen,"  to  show  thrt  the  vaeancj 
which  had  ooonrred  by  tbe  expiration  of  the 
term  of  the  two  represoitatives  from  Misris- 
uppl  on  the  third  of  Ifarch  last,  was  not  mdi 
a  vacancy  as  that  contemplated  by  tbe  framers 
of  the  constitution  when  they  inserted  the 
above  danse  J  The  above  clause,  in  his  opinion, 
only  referred  to  the  contingency  of  a  vacancy 
happening  by  the  death,  resignation,  or  other 
inability,  of  a  member  from  a  State,  and  did 
not  refer  to  the  case  of  the  expiration  of  tbe 
term  of  service  of  representatives. 

He  contended,  also,  that  argument  as  to  time 
would  not  lie^  because  the  Governor  of  iSMa- 
Kwi  ooold  not  have  assembled  the  Le^datnre 
ana  liad  an  eleetim  held  in  time  enonni  in  the 
legal  and  proper  mode.  He  next  noened  to 
cases  that  he  ewui^red oases bipoiot,  whieth 
had  occurred  in  the  Senate  fit  the  United  States, 
where  seats  became  vacant  by  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  Senators,  and  where  the  Gov- 
ernor bad  filled  such  vacancies;  and  showed 
that  two  decisions  had  been  had  by  the  Senate, 
where  it  refused  to  permit  such  Senators  so 
appointed  to  qualify  and  take  their  seats,  be- 
cause they  declared  that  the  Governor  of  the 
State  had  no  power  to  make  a  temporary  ap< 
pointmmt,  where  the  regular  term  of  the 
member  had  ex^red. 

Mr.  M.  oonclnded  by  moving  to  strike  ont 
■11  aftei  tha-woKd«jMWC«nd 
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«  That  Ssmaet  J.  Oholson  and  Joha  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, not  being  dnij  elected  members  of  the 
Hoose  of  Bepresentatives,  are  not  entitled  to 
seats  on  this  floor  as  sach." 

Hr.  Fknntbaoeeb  said :  I,  like  the  gentie- 
man  from  Tenneasee,  (Mr.  Havbt,)  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Sections.  The  relar- 
tion  which  I  bear  to  the  report  of  the  m^oritj 
has  can  Bed  me  to  rise.  It  is  due  to  mysell^  due 
to  the  majority,  and  perhaps  dae  to  the  House, 
to  explain  the  reasons  which  indaced  the  com- 
mittee to  come  to  thnr  coadnnon.  Id  doing 
BO,  air,  I  shall  eodeaTor  to  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
atble. 

The  ftcts  of  the  case  are  simplT'  these : 
Hessrs.  Gholson  and  Claib(»iie  were  members 
of  the  24th  Congress;  their  term  of  office 
expired  with  that  Congress :  this  came  to  pass 
on  the  8d  of  Haroh  last  By  the  law  of  Mis- 
sissippi, her  general  elections  are  directed  to 
be  held  in  the  month  of  Korember,  bienniallj. 
The  coming  Norember  will  be  the  time  at 
which  her  general  elections  wonld  have  taken 
^aoe,  onder  ordinary  circumstances.  Bnt,  the 
Prement  of  the  United  States  havii^  inaed 
his  proclamation  convening  Congress  on  the 
first  of  this  moidih,  it  was  seen  by  the  ezeentiTe 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  that,  unless  the 
elections  were  sooner  bronght  on,  the  Btate  of 
liOsstBsippi  would  be  unrepresented  in  the  extra 
ses^on.  To  prevent  this,  he  issued  his  writs, 
eommuidiog  the  sheriffii  to  hold  an  election,  in 
July  last,  for  two  representatires,  to  serre, 
however,  nntil  the  first  Monday  in  Kovember 
next,  when,  it  was  supposed,  weir  successors 
could  be  regularly  chosen.  The  writs  were 
executed,  and  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Clubome 
were  returned  as  elected. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  a  question  has 
firisoa:  are  these  gentiemen  entitied  to  their 
seats?  and  if  bo^  for  what  period  of  timet 

First,  Are  tlie  gentbnMn  entitled  to  th^r 
seatsi 

This  brings  ns  Immediately  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  clause  in  the  constitution  read  by 
the  gentieman,  (Mr.  Maubt,)  and  i^hich  is  in 
those  words :  "  When  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  from  any  State,  the  executive 
authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election 
to  flu  such  vacancies."  From  this  clause  the 
executive  of  Mississippi  claimed  his  authority 
to  lasae  his  writs :  under  this  clause  the  mem- 
bers elect  insist  npon  their  seats.  We  are 
bound,  tiierefore,  to  ascertain  its  meaning. 

Its  language  is :  "  When  vacancies  happen," 
Ae.  Hera  at  the  threshold,  the  inquiry  arises, 
had  vacancies  happ«ied  wnen  the  writs  were 
bsnedt  That  vacancies  existed  cannot  be 
denied.  The  thing  of  itself  was  nearly  self- 
erident.  Mr.  P.  did  not  know  that  he  conld 
make  it  any  planer;  nevertheless,  he  wonld 
attempt  to  do  so.  By  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  various  offices  are  created.  Those 
of  President,  Vice  President,  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Senator  in  Congress,  and 
Representative  in  Oongrese  are  anmg  the 
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number.  By  the  ume  instrument,  also,  the 
tenures  of  those  offices  are  fixed  and  eitab- 
lished.  Those  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, being  four  yeaiB ;  that  of  Judge,  during 
good  behavior;  that  of  Senator,  sulgect  to 
dasdfication,  six  years ;  and  that  of  Represent- 
ative two  years.  Though  the  terms  of  the 
offices  may  expire,  the  offices  themselves  re- 
main with  the  oonstitution.  Kow  the  terms 
ot  office  for  Messrs.  Gholson  and  ClMbome,  as 
members  of  tiie  94th  Coogreas,  expired  with 
that  Congrese :  tUa  came  to  pass  on  the  8d  <^ 
March  last  On  the  4th  of  March,  then,  their 
offices  were  vacant  So  they  continued  nntil 
after  the  writs  were  iasned. 

Hsviug  established  this  position,  Mr.  P.  would 
proceed. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentieman,  (Mr.  MitniT,) 
though  vacancies  existed,  they  had  not  hap- 
pened ;  that  he  had  examined  the  dictionary 
for  the  meaning  of  the  term,  and  fonnd  its 
meaning  not  to  apply ;  that  it  was  only  applied 
to  cases  of  casualty ;  that  it  would  be  absurd 
to  say  the  sun  happened  to  rise,  the  tides  hap> 
pened  to  flow,  so. ;  that  there  was  notidog 
rorttdtooB  in  these  eveDts,  they  were  foreseoi, 
foreknown,  and  must  occur :  so  wiUisTBoantqr 
by  effinz  m  time ;  and  that  the  obviona  mean-' 
ing  of  the  constitution  was,  vacancies  occurring 
by  death,  ttc.  To  this  Mr,  P.  could  not  sub- 
scribe. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  term  ehanee 
more  ezactiy  represented  the  gentiemau's  mean- 
ing. The  constitution  did  not  read  '*when 
vacancies  eAanee  to  happen,"  but  its  terms  were 
**  when  vaoandes  happen,"  &c.  He,  like  the 
gentieman,  had  looked  into  authority.  He  had 
found  one  exactiy  in  point  '  From  it  he  learned 
(to  use  a  figure)  that  to  happen  was  a  genus, 
.whilst  to  chance  was  a  species ;  that  the  one 
induded  the  otiwTf  bnt  not  vice  vena.  Mr.  P. 
then  read  from  OrabVs  Synonymes  (a  book 
from  the  library)  the  following:  '*To  h^ipeii 
(that  is,  to  foil  out  by  a  hap)  is  to  chance  as 
the  genus  to  the  species,  whatever  chances 
happens,  but  not  tiee  uraa.  Happen  respects 
all  events,  without  inclnding  any  collateral 
idea;  chance  comprehends,  likewise,  the  idea 
of  the  cause  and  order  of  the  events.  What- 
ever comes  to  pass  happens,  whether  regularly 
in  the  course  of  events,  or  particularly,  and 
out  of  order ;  whatever  chances  happens  alto- 
gether without  concert,  intention,  and  often 
without  relation  to  any  other  thing.  The  news- 

Eapers  contain  an  account  of  all  that  haroens 
L  the  course  itf  the  week."  Kow,  (Baid  Kr. 
P.,)  whilst  I  do  not  asinre  to  l3ie  character  of 
a  critic,  and  will  not  arrogate  to  myself  any 
great  degree  of  leamiog,  I  will  say,  upon  the 
authority  I  have  lust  read,  that  the  rising  <rf 
the  aan  may  be  w«l  said  to  happen ;  tiie^going 
down  of  the  same  may  be  siud  to  happen ;  tiie 
flowing  of  the  tides  may  be  said  to  nappen; 
eclipses  happen ;  and  that  vacancies,  occurring 
by  the  efflux  of  time,  may  be  said  to  happen. 
And  why,  sir!  Because  they  all  oome  to 
pais. 
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Then,  from  the  language  of  the  claase,  the 
ezeentiTO  of  Missiarippi  had  aathoEitj  tor  his 
-inita. 

llr.  Haiibt  made  a  few  additional  renurka 
In  explanation  of  the  podtion  he  had  taken. 

limrth  Inttg^mmt  Sill 
The  Honse  proceeded  to  conuder  the  "  bill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit 
with  the  States,"  reported  last  night,  with- 
out amendment,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
"Whole. 

Mr.  JsNirsRsald:  The  bill  immediately  under 
consideration  is  to  withhold  from  the  States  up- 
wards of  $9,000,000,  which  was  directed  to  be 
pud  to  them  on  the  let  October  ^>proachijig, 
and  this,  too,  withont  any  notice  to  the  States. 
The  deposit  bill  of  June,  1686,  distributing 
$87,000,000  amongst  the  several  States,  pro- 
rides  tlut  in  the  event  that  any  porUon  of  s^d 
deposita  should  be  required  for  the  Treasury, 
tiie  Seorfftary  is  authorized  to  withdraw  it  "  in 
sums  not  exceeding  $10,000,  from  any  one 
State,  in  any  one  month,  withont  previoos  no- 
tice of  thirty  days  for  every  additional  sum  of 
^0,000  which  may  at  any  time  be  required ;  " 
thus  protecting  the  States  ag^nat  a  too  sudden 
or  heavy  draft,  b;^  which  they  mi^ht  be  in- 
convenienced. This  hill  proposes,  without  such 
notice,  to  withhold  ftom  them  from  $800,000 
to  one  and  a  half  milUona,  according  to  the 
mnount  to  wbidi  each  might  be  entitled.  From 
ICaryland,  for  instance,  upwards  of  $800,000 ; 
from  Pennsylvania  near  $1,000,000;  South 
CanJina  near  $400,000 ;  New  York  near  one 
million  and  a  hal^  and  the  other  States  in  pro- 
portion. Are  there  no  other  means  by  which 
the  Treasury  may  be  replenished  than  resort- 
ing to  the  sum  pledged  to  be  pud  to  the  States 
<m  the  lat  October,  and  which  has  in  many  in- 
stances been  anticipated  in  advance  t  This 
deposit  with  the  States  has  been  variously  ap- 
propriated. By  some  of  them  loaned  out  at 
interest ;  by  others  applied  to  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement;  ana  by  some  to  the  pur- 
poses of  ednoation ;  the  withholding  of  which, 
■a  proposed,  most  necessarily  affe^  more  or 
less,  tnbaa  sevend  IntereatB. 

Bnotdd  tiie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Otrolina  (Mr.  Fiokiks)  oe  adopted,  it 
will  render  mndi  less  objectionable  tbe  bill, 
beoanse  that  fixes  the  period  when  the  nine 
millions  shall  be  paid  to  the  States,  and  takes 
from  the  Executive  the  power  of  withdrawing 
it  at  his  will.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentieman  from  Massacba- 
setta,  (Mr.  Aduu,)  would  make  the  bill  still 
more  acceptable,  because  in  it  the  means  are 
provided  by  which  the  payment  is  gnanmteed 
to  the  States  But,  sir,  pass  the  bill,  and  yon 
still  Ubve  to  raise,  by  loan,  Treasury  notes  or 
other  means  to  an  adaitlmial  amount.  The  es- 
timate by  the  friends  of  the  administration 
makea  a  defldenoy  in  the  Treasury  of  from  13 
to  10  miUicHis  to  be  sii{^Iied.  The  nine  millions 
wiOtheld  from  the  StatiM  will  not  answer  your 
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demands ;  and  if  you  hare  to  resort  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  nusing  money  as  you  {anpoae  Xij 
yonr  Treasury  note  bill,  why  not  isroe  notes  to 
the  fbll  amonnt  I 

By  this  means  yon  supply  the  demand  upon 
the  Treasury,  without  aacrmoe  to  the  State*; 
and  the  principle  is  the  same^  whether  yon 
nuse  ten  or  twenty  milliona. 

Mr.  J.  sidd  he  had  seen  astatonent  pr^iued 
by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Pbiixifs,) 
and  which,  it  was  to  ber^retted,  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  connderation  of  the  House, 
which  points  out  the  means  by  which  .the  de- 
mand upon  the  Treasory  may  be  met  withont 
the  withdrawal  of  the  aine  millions  from  the 
States,  and  without  an  additional  tax  upon  the 
people.  He  hoped^  b^ore  the  questioa  was 
taken,  the  House  mi^^t  have  the  benefit  of  his 
Bu^estiona. 

Butj  Mr.  &>eaker,  why  la  the  GovOTnment 
thus  situated!  Why  is  there  a  defidepcy  in 
the  Treasury!  Why  is  it  that  GmgreBB  is 
called  to.  remedy  the  embarrassments  uider 
which  the  country  is  suffering  ? 

I  know  that  the  response  to  these  inquiries 
by  the  friends  of  the  administration  is,  tnat  it 
is  attributable  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
— ^to  the  State  banks — to  overtrading  by  mer- 
chants— to  extravagant  speculatums.  If  snch 
be  the  fhcti^  who  la  re^KKUBole  fiat  all  these 
caosea? 

In  1828  the  country  was  prosperous,  the  cnr- 
renoy  sound,  bank  iasnea  within  proper  Umita, 
and  confidence  between  man  and  man.  IVom 
that  period  to  the  present  time,  the  country 
has  been  under  the  dominion  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son. Congress  has  been  under  his  control,  and 
his  will  the  law  of  the  land.  Which  of  his 
friends  here  present,  in  either  Honse,  have  evw 
dared  to  nuse  their  voice  against  his  will  I  He 
undertook  to  re-organize  the  Government — to 
put  down  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States — to 
g^ve  to  the  country  a  sound  and  uniform  cur- 
rency— to  establiui  a  metallic  circulating  me- 
dium, and  to  make  the  people  prosperous  and 
happy.  And  now,  after  eight  years  of  nninter- 
nipted  flxperiment^  with  all  the  departments 
of  ttw  Goremment  under  his  ooutnd,  with  the 
exennse  of  a  power  which  was  never  wielded 
in  any  oonnti?  except  a  despotic  one,  his  suo- 
cessor,  in  almost  the  first  act  of  his  administra- 
tion,  is  compelled  to  convoke  Congress  to 
remedy  the  evils  which  he  has  inflicted  upon 
the  country. 

But,  nr.  Congress  cannot,  by  their  acts  alone, 
place  the  country  where  it  was  ten  years  sinee. 
They  may,  by  persevering  in  the  uite  experi- 
ments, divide  the  re^nnbility  of  thoee  miaous 
measurea  with  the  Executive,  but  they  eannoi 
remedy  them  without  retracing  their  steps. 
Go  back  to  1684 ;  replace  the  public  money 
where  the  law  dhreeted  it  should  1m  k^t ;  re- 
store the  eonatitatlMi  to  its  orif^nal  purity  by 
obeying  ita  iojonetions;  repeal  your  Treunnr 
oiRHilar,  whiom  waa  isaued  contrary  to  the  al- 
most nnaidmoui  oosuant  of  the  B^eaentatiTea 
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of  the  people ;  Usten  to  fhe  voioe  which  has 
qjoken,  in  no  donbtfbl  langaage,  from  Indiana 
to  Maine ;  attempt  no  more  ezperimeDts  upon 
the  onrrency :  do  this,  and  oonfldenoe  may  be 
restored ;  bnt  do  not  aggravate  the  anfferioffs 
of  the  people  by  coot^ting  their  mi«erable 
eorrency  with  the  golden  bribe  tendered  to 
their  representatires. 

Bir,  is  it  not  extraordinarr  tliat  while,  on  the 
Ist  Jannary,  1887,  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  Uie  Treasnry,  there  was  in  the  TVeasary  of 
tiM  United  States  tB7,468,86ft  97  snrplna  over 
an  fh«  demands  of  fhe  Ooremment,  and  which 
was  hj  law  directed  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  (Uflbrent  Btate&  now  we  are  told  therb  will 
he  a  defidenoy  of  m>m  twelve  to  sixteen  mil- 
Itonaof  dollars?  And  whilst  the  people  are 
parentally  advised  to  deny  thraoselres  many  of 
their  accustomed  comforts,  and  to  economize 
their  own  expenditares,  not  one  effort  is  made 
to  onrtail  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
which  have  risen  np  in  eight  years  from  thir- 
teen to  thirty-two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  proposition  has  been  made  to  separate 
the  interests  of  the  Government  from  that  of 
the  people— to  establish  for  the  one  a  sotind, 
notform  metallic  onrrency,  and  Ibr  the  other 
sneih  paper  as  la  denonnoed  to  he  perfectly 
valneless.  This  new  experiment  has  already 
commenced,  and  a  discrimination  fa  to  he  made 
between  difi%rent  classes  of  Government  credi- 
tors. I  cannot  more  clearly  show  the  rank  in- 
JnAtfce,  and,  I  mi^ht  add,  cmelty,  practised  by 
the  Gtovemment  \n  relation  to  tus  discrimina- 
tion, than  by  stating  a  fact  which  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  since  the  adjournment  of  the 
Honse  on  Saturday.  An  old  soldier  of  the 
Bevolntion,  worn  down  by  years  and  arduous 
duties  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  who  is 
entitied  to  a  pension  In  consequence  of  those 
Benrices  from  ms  Oovemment,  presented,  as 
tuoal,  hia  daim  at  the  proper  department.  A 
cheek  or  certificate  was  given  for  the  amount, 
and,  although  he  entreated  to  have  a  few  dol- 
lars for  the  payment  of  his  post  office  acconnt, 
he  ooold  not  obtain  a  ringia  dollar.  To  what 
refleotioM  are  we  brought  by  such  a  state  of 
things  as  this  (  The  Representatives  in  Oon- 
gress,  heads  of  Departments,  and  various  other 
officers  of  the  Government,  receive  and  send 
their  papers,  packages,  and  letters  to  and  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  free  of  postage. 
Their  frank  saves  them  from  oppression  here. 
Amongst  them,  with  few  exceptions,  gold  and 
rilver  can  be  dispensed  with  except  at  the  post 
office ;  and  they  being  thus  protected,  still  are 
tendered  gold  and  rilver  before  it  is  asl^d  for. 
And  yet  a  poor  old  aoldler,  who  is  as  much  a 
creditor  of  the  Government  for  his  penrion,  as 
a  member  of  Congress  is  for  his  mileage  or  per 
diem,  cannot  obtidn  as  mudi  of  the  precious 
metal  as  will  enable  bim  to  buy  from  the  post 
office  his  long^neeted  letter,  perhaps  from  his 
children  or  ^wa-children,  whom  he  may  never 
see  again.  Sir,  the  old  soldier,  with  a  ohe<^ 
for  sixty  doDars  in  his  po<^et,  paid  for  hia  aet^ 
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vices,  cannot  obti^n  from  his  Government 
money  enough  to  pay  for  his  letter,  or  credit 
at  the  post  office  to  enable  him  to  obtain  it 
And  yet  members  of  Oongreas  and  office-hold- 
ers dfdly  receive  their  golden  reward  for  ad' 
hering  to  tiieee  experiments. 

Mr.  MiNXFBK,  of  Eentacky,  said:  Among 
the  numeroQS  objections  to  this  bill,  it  may,  not 
without  reason,  be  mved,  as  it  has  been,  that 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  28d  of  June,  1889, 
directing  oertun  nimey,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  to  he  tronranred  to  ue  sereral 
States^  on  thdr  complying  with  the  preaeribed 
temu^  hears  fhe  character  of  a  legislative  con- 
tract, flrom  the  obligations  of  which  this  Gov- 
ernment cannot  r^btfally  discharge  itscd^  by 
such  an  interference  with  its  prorinona  as  the 
bill  under  consideratlcm  proposes.  The  act 
carried  with  it  certain  proixmtions  to  the 
States,  which  they  accepted  respecting  the 
public  money.  Its  mere  custody,  if  nothing 
more  was  intended,  undoubtedly  mvolved  both 
expense  and  responsibilify,  independentiy  of 
the  express  and  formal  stipulations  to  restore  it 
when  demanded  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
act.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  States  have 
fidled,  in  the  smaDest  partionlar,  to  obaerre  the 
requintimu  <tf  the  act,  as  fto  as  tranafera  have 
already  been  made ;  nor  is  their  readiness  w 
ability  to  ooroply,  with  respect  to  the  Inst^- 
ment  yet  due,  at  aU  questioned. 

It  is  perfectly  competent  to  a  Government  to 
create,  in  the  form  of  laws,  contracts  binding 
upon  it  The  practice  often  occurs.  All  our 
acts  of  incorporation  are  imttanoes  of  this  kind 
of  le^slation. 

I^  then,  the  act  of  1680  be,  as  it  is  represent- 
ed and  insisted  on,  a  contrao^and  it  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  distiDguish  it  from  a 
contract — the  objection  to  the  bill,  for  that 
cause  alone,  ia  altcwether  sufficient  If  a  con- 
tract, it  must  be  fttlfiUed.  TUa  Government 
cannot  escape  from  tiie  obligations  it  imposes, 
except  by  toe  omsent  <rf  the  other  oontractang 
party-^e  States.  TheTi<dation,by  Ooogress, 
of  such  a  contract,  could  not,  I  know,  be  re- 
dressed  by  a  resort  to  the  judicial  tribunals. 
Yet  the  imputation  of  tyranny  and  perfidy 
would  Justly  aw^t  such  a  violation.  A  por- 
tion which  no  one  supposes  an  American  Con- 
gress capable  of  ocoopying. 

But,  ^r,  I  do  not  rest  m^  opposition  to  this 
bill  exclusively,  or  even  mainly,  on  the  groand 
of  a  supposed  violation  of  contract  involved  in 
it  This  I  deem  a  narrow  view  of  the  matter. 
I  place  it  on  higher  and  more  commanding 
reasons — on  the  true  nature  and  spirit  of  the 
act ;  not  as  evinced  hr  its  langnage  or  its  form, 
but  by  the  prindplea  m  which  itwasocmoeived, 
t^e  ends  it  dmed  ^  and  the  whole  context  of 
circumstances  which  attended  Its  enaetment 

What,  sir,  I  ask,  are  the  -nature  and  spirit 
of  that  aott  It  ia  attempted  to  be  maintamed 
that  it  was  merdy  intended  as  a  measure  of 
finance;  that  tiie  pnblie  money  was  to  be 
tcwiafemdf  fiv  the  adrantage  <tf  tiie  Tnumy 
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of  the  United  BtAtfis.  to  the  State  Treasnries, 
tha«  to  be  held  on  deposit  strictly — not  con- 
templating the  nae  of  it,  by  the  States,  for  their 
own  benefit,  even  temporaril/.  In  other 
words,  that  tiie  States  were,  as  sach,  snbstan- 
HaHj  eonverted,  hj  that  Mt,  into  so  iiiaii7 
agents  and  tautrnmenta  of  the  Federal  Tmmarj. 
under  this  pretenrion,  the  use  of  the  monej, 
hy  the  States,  even  for  the  shortest  periods,  or 
to  the  least  extent,  was  wholly  forbidden ;  for, 
if  Congress  could  anlhorize  the  use  of  it,  by  the 
States,  without  interest  or  equivalent,  for  an  in- 
definite time,  they  might,  npon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, and  with  equal  propriety,  wholly  relin- 
quish it  to  the  States ;  the  constitutional  power 
to  do  which,  the  advocates  of  this  constmction 
deny. 

No,  dr,  (atiA  he,)  the  act  of  the  Sftd  of  June 
was  no  fioaucial  expedient  It  is  more  impos- 
iog.  It  is  the  oSntring  of  consideraUons  ten- 
der^ affecting  the  nderal  oonatltntionf  and  the 
purity  of  ita  administrati(m. 

By  a  oonrse  of  fodeni  le^datloii,  whether 
oonstttutional  or  unconstitutiooal,  wise  or  un- 
wise, ia  of  no  moment  hen,  a  laige  revenue 
had  aocomolated  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury.  Laige,  however,  as  tlua  aurploa 
was,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  its  mere  cus- 
tody by  the  Government  was  impracticable,  or 
even  difficult.  Its  fall  competency  to  this  end 
was  never  questioned.  Tet,  from  the  earliest 
period  of  tins  accumulation,  it  was  universally 
regarded  with  an  eye,  not  only  of  distrust  and 
appreheusioQ,  but  of  absolute  abhorrence.  It 
was  viewed  as  the  dread  fountain  from  which 
were  destined  to  flow  extravagance  in  the 
federal  npendltores,  augmentation  of  Executive 
power,  and  all  else  that  was  hostile  to  the  con* 
atitution  and  dangerous  to  public  liberty.  Nor, 
sir,  was  it  viewed  in  any  &lse  light.  No  fear 
was  entertained  that  was  not  just;  no  abhor- 
rence felt  that  the  frigfatfid  visage  of  the  evil 
did  not  folly  warrant.  The  worst  predio^ms 
of  its  pemi(»ouB  influences  fast  ripened  into 
fiilfilment.  Government  extravagance,  impel- 
led by  this  snrplus,  pn^p-essed  without  check, 
and  with  the  utmost  nudity,  to  the  point  not 
only  of  profusion,  but  of  profligacy  vei^ng  on 
actual  corruption.  Executive  power,  already 
expanded  to  its  fullest  oonstitutional  dhnen- 
sious,  seated  on  this  same  snrplna,  and  widded 
by  a  popular  hand,  wrenobea  from  its  oo-ordi- 
nate  d^HUtments  everr  cheol^  and  dcmc^ldwd 
eveiT  balance  dedgned  for  ita  restraint.  Under 
an  abnaed,  if  not  wuxmstitational,  power  of  le- 
moval  from  office^  the  ind^>endenee  of  puUic 
officers,  so  necessary  to  a  pure  administraUon, 
broken  down  to  the  basest  servility,  and  tb» 
whole  corps  transformed  from  servants  of  the 
people  ana  officers  of  the  law  into  an  army  of 
mercenaries,  obedient  to  Executive  command, 
no  matter  what  commanding.  The  Senate — 
prostrated,  utterly.  The  Judiciary — contemn- 
ed, defied,  and  principles  advanced  openly  by 
the  Executive  abolishing  every  vestige  of  re- 
straint through  that  department.  Omifflw  h 
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sedndng  patronage  perpetually  playing  upon 
it ;  the  veto  lightly  and  capriciously  horlea  at 
it;  the  practice  of  withholding  bills,  insoltinff 
and  defrauding  It;  the  purse  violently  wrested 
from  it;  the  regulation  of  the  currency  nsorp- 
ed:  ita  ^fa4t  broken;  and  at  laerti,  snbjogated 
and  ontabvtiAed  at  the  feet  of  the  Exeontive. 
Hm  people — deceived,  deq>ised,  most  grieroadj' 
distnssed.  Their  most  highly  favomd  nMaa> 
nres— the  bank  bill,  tiie  land  bill,  the  correney 
bill,  sncoessively  perishing  under  the  veto,  or 
that  other  mora  terrible  power.  Their  aamu- 
oy— in  ra^  torn  asondw  by  the  hand  that  had 
snatehed  it  from  Congress. 

The  principle  of  jireserving  the  surphis  for 
the  States,  first  acquired  form  and  eon^steiK^ 
in  the  land  bill  of  Ur.  Clay.  That  measure 
from  its  first  conoepticHi  was  dear  to  the  people 
and  dear  to  their  representatives.  It  received 
m^orities  in  Congt^ss  seldom,  if  ever,  oora- 
manded  by  bo  grave  a  measure ;  and  it  mii^ 
have  been  reasonably  supposed  that  cnoh 
Joritiea,  bacdrad  by  the  aimoet  undivided  ^oim 
of  the  natimi,  would  have  insnred  ita  BDOoeM, 
Yet,  sir,  it  perished — under  the  ftown  ot  one 
man.  Not  by  the  veto,  but  that  more  detoit»- 
ble  engine  of  witiiholding  bills.  Ita  fate  was 
oalamitons  to  the  country,  and  the  calamity  was 
aggravated  by  the  general  conviction  that  it 
was  induced  by  no  constitutional  objection 
really  existing  in  the  breast  of  tlie  Executive, 
but  by  the  relentless  hatred  he  bore  the  author 
of  the  measure,  and  an  insuperable  repognauoa 
to  do  or  pemdt  any  thing  tending  to  advance 
his  fame. 

The  determination  of  the  country  to  idiera 
the  Government  of  tUs  nudady  did  not,  how- 
ever, perish  with  that  bill.  It  snrvlved  and 
flonnahed.  It  presented  itsdf  next  In  the  form 
of  the  depodt  bill  of  the  Senate,  in  the  spring 
of  1888,  propodng  to  transfer  the  surplus  to 
the  States  upon  ue  execution  to  the  Geueral 
Government  of  certificates  of  depodt  beariut 
an  interest,  and  n^tiable  by  the  Secretary  tx 
the  Treasury.  That  bUl  found  ita  way  to  thb 
House,  and  finally  grew  into  the  act  of  the  88d 
of  June,  1886. 

This,  sir,  is  a  concise  view  of  the  history  of 
that  aotj  and  of  the  principles  which  lie  at  ita 
foundation.  That  history  and  those  pnudplea, 
I  thin^  prove — the  debates  upon  it,  the  gen- 
eral undmtanding  of  the  country,  every  thing 
that  attended  ite  passage^  all  that  oould  oharao- 
terice  mch  a  proceeding,  ita  oontemporaneona 
expodtiou  drawn  from  every  source— mamfestly 
prove,  that  this  transfer  of  money  to  the  States 
was  but  oolorably  a  depodt,  having  been  meant, 
iu  fiuit,  as  distribution.  Upon  its  oonstitutiou- 
ality,  as  an  act  of  distribution,  some,  I  know, 
expressed  doubts ;  and,  for  that  reason,  opposed 
it  We  have,  therefore,  their  authority  for  as- 
serting, that  it  involved  distribution.  The  va- 
rious hues  it  aasamed  between  its  first  germinn- 
tion  in  the  laud  bill,  and  ite  maturity,  arose 
from  a  desire  on  the  part  of  its  friends  to  mould 
it  to  the  viewaaDd  oonat^utional  <^dnioiu  <tf 
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those  who  fkvored  the  principle  of  dlstribn- 
tion,  bat  heati^  upon  the  niode  of  effecting 
it.  Sir,  that  great  act  experienoed  maoh  tribn- 
Itfim  in  straggling  into  The  organs  <^  the 
Xnontive,  in  both  Hoomb  of  Oowreea,  dfr> 
nonnoed  it— roTiled  it — warred  aguist  it  in 
ererjr  shape,  bj  all  means,  and  wUhont  qnarter. 
Their  pnolished  speeches,  now  before  me, 
breathe  the  ntmost  riolenoe  towards  it  It  ia 
notorions  that  It  experienced  the  frowns  of  the 
EzecutiTO ;  for  even  in  the  third  generati<Mi,  it 
labored,  in  bis  eje,  nnder  the  corse  which  he 
had  prtmounced  on  its 'forefather,  the  land  bill. 
And  when  at  last,  after  passing  by  most  strik- 
ing m^oritiea,  it  was  presented  to  the  £xeca- 
tire,  a  relaotant  signature  was  wrong  from  him. 
He  did  not,  in  the  language  of  the  constitution, 
^proTO  the  bill.  He  barely  tolerated  its  pas- 
mn.  the  first  and  last  instanoe,  dmring  bis  ad- 
ii£ust?atiott,  of  hia  yielding,  even  in  Mb  ca- 

Eioes,  to  the  will  of  Oongress  or  of  the  people  I 
e  repented  sisning  the  bill  the  mwnent  after 
he  had  done  iL  His  spirit  of  unbridled  rule 
oonstraed  it  into  an  aot  of  Exeontive  bomilia- 
tim ;  to  soothe  which,  he  followed  the  aot  of 
i^^Dg  the  bUl  with  an  extraordinary  annun- 
ciation, through  the  o£S<^  paper,  of  his  deter- 
mination to  pablish  to  the  world  the  secret 
neceerity  which  had  forced  it  apon  him.  Hie 
growling  and  ill-sapiveBBed  wnui  pnrsoed  the 
measnre  ever  after. 

What  action,  by  the  States,  ensued  the  pas- 
kage  (tf  this  law  t  In  ih^  reception  ttf  uiehr 
zoapeotiTe  pn^ortiau  trf  the  sorplos,  none  of 
tbraa  either  viewed  or  treated  it  as  a  deposit 
merely ;  though,  fbr  the  sake  <tf  the  appear- 
anoee  which  the  aot  had  been  OMnpelled  to  as- 
■nme,  they,  too,  observed  the  furms  proscribed 
by  it.  The  general  p<^cy  adopted  by  them, 
respecting  the  apt^ioation  of  the  surplus,  was 
the  same.  In  the  West,  in  particular,  as  in  all 
new  countries,  a  great  ^mand  existed  for  capi- 
tal, the  want  of  which  repressed  their  enter- 

{>rise,  and  stifled  tbedeTelopmentof  the  boond- 
ees  resoorcea  proftisely  scattered  around  them. 
This  act  was  ludled  as  measurably  sapplyiug 
that  caidtal.  Their  Legfslatnres^  previoaaly 
limited  to  the  meana  afl^ded  by  direct  taxa- 
tion, ftlt  frved  from  thdr  fbrmw  restirdnta,  and 
at  onoe  Unnehed  into  a  bold  and  inoantious 
P<^y.  Popular  instruction  and  internal  im- 
provement were  the  predominating  oUects  of 
their  regard.  The  whole  taetrgy  of  thmr  le|^ 
lation  was  bent  towards  laying,  oeep  ai^  brmd, 
tfaefoondatioast^thatpolioy;  and  the  systems 
devised  for  the  [Jtirpoee  became  intimately  coo- 
neoted  with  every  runiflcatlon  of  bo^ess. 
They,  in  many  instances,  were  oonnected  with 
tiie  local  banks  by  an  investment  of  the  snr- 
plos  in  capital ;  tfaron^h  the  banks,  wiUi  the 
trading  and  raeroaatile  mtensts ;  aodnUlmate* 
ly  with  an  filnimnw. 

Taking  into  view  this  application  of  the  ■uT' 
^us  by  the  States,  and  sninKMing  it  liable,  as 
omtended  for,  to  be  recalled  at  tM  pleasure  of 
tho  fieocetai7  of  ti»  TiMsory,  u  it  not  plain 
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that  the  act,  instead  of  abridging  Execntive 
power,  as  was  intended,  must  greatiy  augment 
it!  Itoonfers  upon  the  Executive  the  most 
dangerous  power  over  the  States— no  leea  a 
power  than  that  of  direct  taxation ;  fbr  to  that 
a  recall  of  the  snrploa  mnst  lead;  the  States 
having  no  other  expedient  to  sost^  the  inter- 
ests shown  thus  to  rest  upon  it. 

Even  admitting,  tbeo,  that  Googress  may 
have  the  right  to  extort  from  the  States  the 
surplus  alre^y  paid,  and  to  withhold  that  now 
doe,  the  exercise  of  the  rif^t  would  not  be 
warranted,  except  on  the  most  urgent  and  ir^ 
resistible  necessity. 

What,  rir,  is  that  necessity,  as  alleged  by  the 
President,  and  assumed  by  this  billj  It  is, 
that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  un- 
able to  snstain  itself  in  its  embarrassments, 
witbont  leaortingto  the  fourth  instalment  in- 
tended for  the  BMM,  amounting  to  $9,867,214,- 
98;  the  proportion  of  which  transferable  to 
Eeutuoky  being  nearly  half  a  million.  I  have 
looked,  in  the  spirit  of  sincere  inquiry,  into 
evidences  upon  which  this .  alleged  fiiumoial 
necessity  rests ;  and  have  looked  in  vun.  The 
report  Of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, though  obviously  meant  to  nugnify,  as  far 
as  possible,  our  financial  difficulties,  has,  I  think, 
utterly  fuled  to  establish  it.  Infoimraon,  de- 
rived officially  flrom  that  department  since,  un- 
der resolutions  of  this  Honao^  still  fhrther  weak- 
en the  attempt. 

Without  enterio^  minutely  into  the  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  plunly 
demonstrable,  that,  by  converting  into  cash 
(which  can  readily  be  done)  the  bonds  held  by 
the  Government  on  the  Penni^lvania  Bank  u 
the  United  States,  amounting  to  $7,946,866  1(L 
besides  interest,  means  may  be  commanded 
fallv  ada^uate  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasnry, 
without  vudating  the  act  of  1886. 

Tlie  proportion  to  withhold  this  surplus 
would  be  more  tolerable,  if  it  were  intended  to 
prevent  the  creation  of  a  ne^r  national  debt; 
my  aversion  to  which,  if  any  thtug  could,  might 
induce  me  to  sumiort  it  But  it  intcmds  no 
such  thing.  The  President  bodlyannonnoea  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  the  Parting 
purpose  of  fixing  upon  them  a  new  pablio  delrt 
— ^not  in  a  direct  form,  but  nnder  the  insidioiu 
disguise  of  Treasury  notes.  The  employment 
of  these  notes  is,  in  the  end,  more  pernicious 
than  any  other  en>edient  of  finance  that  oonid 
be  adopted.  Under  it»  cover  a  public  debt 
ste^  upon  the  nation  by  degrees^  impercepti- 
ble to  the  people ;  and  the  first  signal  of  ap- 
proaching  danger  is,  depreciated  Gkivemment 
p^r,  and  public  credit  prostrated,  with  im- 
pending burdens  and  taxation  in  the  rear. 

iSi.  PoiTBB  said :  If  I  ooroprehend  the  fiscal 
ritoatitnt  of  the  Treasory,  from  the  repwt  of 
tlw  Secretary,  there  would  not,  on  the  lit  of 
Ootober,  be  sofibiient  available  fonds  in  tlw 
D^Hutment  to  pay  the  amoont  tranif^wlde  to 
the  Statei,  by  ue  deport  not,  by  me  third. 
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enlUr  attitude — ^for  no  other  oonaideration  could 
indace  me  to  obtmde  npon  the  Houm  anj  re- 
mark affecting  me  individnally.  The  journal 
qS  the  House,  for  the  28d  Gonneaa,  exhibits 
the  fact  that  my  inmiediate  predeoenor.  Gen- 
eral Gordon,  of  Yir^nia,  (a  gentleman  of  whom 
I  take  pleasore  in  sayiog  that  he  is  honest,  tal- 
ented, nraiorable,  magnanimoiia,  and  liberal  in 
an  eminent  desree,  wiio  atood  ao  atnmg  in  the 
oonfidcmoe  and  affections  of  the  pemde  ti  hia 
district  that  nothing  but  anbstantial  differenoes 
of  political  opinicHi  coold  have  broo^t  me 
hithw  in  his  place,)  offered  a  scheme  anbrsdnff 
the  Tcrjr  prinoi^es  of  the  reccounendataons  of 
the  Message.  The  principles  of  this  bill,  pro- 
posed bj  my  predecessor  in  February,  1886, 
were  opposed  and  denoonoed  by  the  late  admin- 
isti^tion,  and  all  its  prominent  fiiends  la  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  no  unmeasured  terms. 
In  this  denunmtion  and  oppodtion  I  united, 
and  defended  General  Jackson's  administration 
lor  its  oppc^tioD  to  this  scheme  before  the  peo- 
ple (tf  the  C(mgres«ooal  district  which  I  now 
nel  honored  in  representing.  Now,  Ur.  Ohur- 
man,  in  less  than  three  years^  I  find  m^i^ 
compelled  to  defend  the  opinions  I  then  enter- 
t^ed  and  defended,  not  agdnst  my  political 
opponoits,  bnt  against  the  attacks  of  the  present 
edmiDistration  and  its  fiienda,  so  completely 
have  they  changed  their  position.  Finding  for 
a  few  months  past  that  my  opinions  upon  this 
subject  were  in  collision  with  those  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  most  of  its  prominent  friends, 
I  carefully  and  deliberately  Ivriewed  my  for- 
mer opinions,  with  a  view  to  detect  any  fislla- 
cy,  error,  or  dclunon  onder  which  I  labored,  if 
there  was  any  which  had  oontrilrated  to  form 
those  t^inionfl.  The  zesuH  of  this  review  has 
been  to  rivet  my  oonviotion  t£  the  troth  of 
those  opinions,  and  an  increased  and  more  in- 
flexible determination  to  adhem  to  them.  Be- 
ing satisfied  that  my  opiniou  an  oomet,  I 
dve  not — I  cannot — I  will  not  vote  fbr  this  re- 
commendation of  the  Message. 

The  question  to  be  dedded  is,  whether  the 
continuance  of  the  prasent  State  bank  system 
of  fiscal  agency,  wnh  the  improTemento  and 
Testrictions  whidi  experience  has  pointed  out 
to  US  as  necessary  and  proper,  or  we  "  untried 
experiment "  of  ezoludmg  the  State  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  pnbUo  money,  and  restrict- 
ing the  receipts  of  ue  paUio  revenne  to  gold 
too.  direr  only,  dull  be  adoiited.  This  ia  the 
true  issue,  to  the  detddon  <»  vUob,  aa  aflbots 
the  ftature  happiness  and  noqierity  of  tlie  nft- 
tion,  the  moat  serious  and  ddiberate  attention 
of  the  HoQse  should  be  directed.  I  need  not 
here  repeat  what  I  have  bdbre  stated,  that, 
whenever  the  queation  of  a  national  bank  is 
presented,  if  I  snail  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  Z  shall  oppose  it,  both  npon  the 

rands  of  the  want  of  oonstitational  power,  and 
inenediency.  The  opinitms  I  imbil>ed  in 
my  earhest  youth,  I  learned  from  the  Btate 
papers  of  Jeffnaon,  Madison,  and  thdr  re- 
pabUoan  oonteaqponria^  and  dull  nerer  aor^ 


render  them  mitil  I  becone  a  tenant  of  the 

tomb. 

mie  system  of  deporats  adopted  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  and  which  has 
prevailed  to  the  present  hour,  wherever  it  was 
practicable^  ia  the  bank  system.  This  fkct,  ao- 
omnpanied  with  the  expressed  opinions  of  every 
incumbent  of  the  Treasorr  Department  imtu 
the  preaoit  time,  proves  oonbliuively  to  wvrj 
reflecting  mind  that  it  was  Tq;arded  as  the 
safest,  most  eoonomical,  and  most  eonvenient 
system;  without  this  means  of  keeping  the 
public  mone^,  it  must  have  been  kept  and  dis- 
tributed by  mdividnals,  and  subject  to  all  the 
extravagance,  inseenrity,  and  Utility  to  defal- 
cation which  has  ever  attended  individual  r^ 
oeipta  and  disbursements.  All  preceding  Secre- 
tanes,  and  many  of  our  most  distinguished  men 
of  the  dd  republican  school,  declared  their  opin- 
ions in  favor  of  the  plan  now  proposed.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  a  system  so  republican,  so 
safe,  and  so  innocent,  as  that  now  proposed, 
should  never  have  been  proposed  for  the  adi^K 
ticm  of  Oongress,  by  any  preceding  adndniatnir 
tion,  or  any  preceding  Treasury  DepartmenL 
If  it  had  been  viewed  m  ita  present  favorable 
and  superior  light,  it  oertidnly  would  have  been 
recommended ;  but,  as  it  was  not,  I  regard  the 
omission  to  do  it  as  oondunve  evidence  that  it 
was  not  approved.  The  only  difficulty  which 
has  ever  preyailed  has  been  between  the  seleo* 
tion  of  a  national  and  State  banks,  some  pre- 
ferring the  ftomer,  some  the  latter.  There  be- 
ing now  no  national  bank,  the  question  of  pref- 
erence is  directly  presented  between  the  State 
bank  system  and  tne  sub- Treasury  system  re- 
commended by  the  Executive. 

[Mr.  Gariaud  Awn  sfgoed  at  great  length  to  show 
that  the  State  bank  ajitem  was  cntited  to  the  pref- 
erence.] 

Mr.  Babidih  said :  I  cannot  view  this  bill  as 
nmply  intending  to  withhold  from  the  States 
the  fourth  instalment  ttf  the  surplofl  revenne. 
This  is  a  Cilse  and  mistaken  view  of  it.  This 
will  not  be  its  practical  effect,  for  it  must  be 
kept  in  mind  that  this  surplus,  the  payment  of 
which  to  the  States  is  to  be  indefinitely  post- 

red  by  this  bill,  ia  already  with  the  States 
the  deposit  iianks,  and  is  the  basis  of  a 
portion  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  States ; 
and  to  postoone  ita  pigment  to  the  States 
the  national  Treasury,  means  nothing  more  or 
less  than  to  withdraw  fhjm  the  Mates  this 
bans  <tf  tlidr  ch'calatiiig  medium,  by  with- 
drawing fnm  the  d^Mdt  banka,  in  hard  money, 
a  sum  equal  to  the  amonnt  to  wliieh  eadi  State 
is  yet  entitied  nnder  the  provisiosu  vS  the  de- 
posit law ;  and  whilst  this  ndnons  meamre, 
which  will  be  most  sensibly  felt  by  the  western 
and  south-western  States,  is  presaed  forward, 
we  find  another  measure,  diuming  the  same 
fraternity,  (referring  to  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
collection  of  merc^uta'  bonds,)  the  effects  of 
which  will  be  to  leave  with  certain  States 
MTCnlmiUiauof  iiiQii«yt  of  whieh  the  Treaa- 
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my  is  at  this  time  in  want,  and  to  wMdi,  under 
exiBting  laws,  it  is  now  entitled. 

The  fbw  remarkB  which  I  derign  to  make  are 
with .  a  Tiew  to  iOnttnte  the  podttons  Just 
asBomed. 

This  question  has  been  discussed  \tj  some 
gaotlemen,  as  though  there  was  an  angry  and 
rival  interest  involred  la  the  action  of  this 
House  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments,  and  some  seem  to  feel  Hiat  Utoj  ban 
speoiaUy  in  charge  the  interest  of  tiie  nmner. 
lor  nur  part,  I  do  not  view  it  in  that  light,  nor 
do  I  UA  myadf  more  the  ftiand  Hid  agent  of 
the  State  whiiA  sent  me  han  than  the  friend 
and  agent  of  the  General  Government.  I  feel 
that  in  this  matter  I  am  the  ccnnmon  friend  of 
both,  and  that  the  aoticn  of  this  Honse  is 
paternal ;  that  in  a  controversy  Hke  this,  for 
the  poasesmon  of  a  fund  which  each  claims  as 
trostoe,  the  adjastment  of  the  differeaoe  is 
referred  to  m  and  the  eo-ordinate  branches  for 
an  adjastment  upon  prinoiplea  of  p<ditical 
equity,  looking  to  the  convenienoe  and  well- 
being  of  both  claimants. 

I  ounot  oompreheod  how  fhe  General  Gov- 
ernment has  any  advene  or  paramount  rights 
In  tide  Amd  to  the  perale  vi  the  Statea.  It 
waa  they  who  Infiued  utto  it  all  ita  li&  and 
vigor,  and  bestowed  vpoa  it  all  ita  capacities, 
among  which  was  the  power  to  levy  and  collect 
a  revenue  of  themselvea,  to  snoh  amount  as 
was  necessary  to  carry  on  and  carty  out  the 
functions  they  had  bwtowed  upon  it,  and  pre- 
destined it  to  fulfil  for  their  own  good. 

Kow,  sir,  if  from  accidental  causes,  in  the 
due  execation  of  the  established  revenue  laws, 
more  has  been  collected  than  waa  neoeesary  for 
purposes  of  govermnent^  to  whom  does  it  be- 
long—the agent  who  collected  it,  or  the  princi- 
pal of  whom  it  waa  collected  t  I,  sir,  emrider 
It  a  ocxnmon  right  <^  the  people  in  a  oommoo 
sorplns  in  the  stfe-keeping  oi  the  United  States, 
the  accumulation  and  inactivity  d  which,  at 
tiie  time  Oongress  acted  upon  it,  was  paralyzing 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  country. 
Money,  we  know,  sir,  is  the  generator  of  enter- 
prise, and  had  this  fmid  be«i  permitted  to  have 
remained  an  inactive  accumulating  mass  in  the 
national  Treasury,  it  would,  in  aU  probability, 
have  checked  the  IndustTy  and  enterprise  of 
the  country,  as  injuriously  as  its  sabseauent 
removal  to  the  State  banka  stimulated  them, 
and  thtfeby  greatly  diminlahed  tiie  natmral 
rwources  of  the  Treasury. 

Add  to  this,  sir,  th^  it  was  a  aoaroe  a£ 
Jealous  watching  with  our  inteUgent  ooontiy- 
men,  leat  its  influence  might  have  oeen  diverted 
to  psrfy  purposes,  instead  of  national  Indeed, 
I  have  heard  whiq>ers  that  the  party  who 
onoe  had  the  entire  oontrtd  of  it,  were  less 
fQceestfol  in  elections  since  it  has  l>een  wrested 
from  their  control,  hut  whether  there  be  any 
foundation  for  the  uncharitable  surmises  tiiat 
this  fund  had  any  agency  in  the  success,  I 
know  not,  and  therefore  cannot  say, 

Kor  can  I  pretend  to  uj  poiltlTdr  that  had 
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this  surplus  renudned  In  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  result  wtndd  have  been  different 
from  that  which  followed  its  deposit  in  the 
State  banks— if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  managed  by  fiiSible  human  agents,  and  it 
is  probable,  at  least  possible,  that  they  were 
liable  to  the  influoioe  ci  liie  same  passions  uul 
frailties  which  characterized  flie  agents  of  the 
State  banks. 

TUa  is  all  posriU^  but  not  neoeaaary  to  de- 
termine now.  The  snrplus  waa  removed  to 
thd  Stite  banksy  whioh  cannot  now  be  nndcme 
or  reoalled. 

Oongress,  in  the  passage  of  the  depodt  law, 
seemed  to  nave  in  view  to  w^  off  from  the 
country  the  iiijurious-  effiacts  of  that  di^MHdtiiMi 
of  them. 

But  some  gentiemen  tell  us  now  that  there  is 
no  surplus,  that  the  act  is  ^nt,  and  nothing  re- 
midnsfor  it  to  operate  upon.  "Why  sot  Where 
has  it  gone  to  I  Was  not  the  action  of  Oongress 
based  upon  a  virible  and  tangible  ftind,  to  be 
in  the  Treasury  oa  a  certain  day  f  And  was  it 
not  there  on  that  day  f  So  says  the  Secretary's 
report  And  disposed  of  by  the  act!  If  so^ 
tlwn  It  is  a  Ckmgresrioaal  dispodtion  of  Ha 
public  money ;  like  all  other  ^Uq>o^ai8,  a  Mr 
and  permanent  ehu^e  upon  tiie  Treaauiy,  and 
if  mtodlrected  by  the  affents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  absorbed  by  ouier  appropriations,  it 
is  a  fiiir  demand  of  the  States  upon  the  Treaa- 
ury,  and  so  far  remdns  to  be  ezeouted. 

Sir,  it  is  important  to  my  State  that  it  should 
be  executed.  Much  of  her  legislation  is  based 
upon  its  reception ;  her  Institutions  of  learning 
look  to  it;  her  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments loo^  to  it ;  and  her  citizens  look  to  it 
as  a  fbnd  to  resusdtate,  in  some  degree,  the 
fountain  of  their  ourrency  in  these  dark  dqrs. 

Mr.  OtrsHiirs  said:  Jfr.  CSu^rman,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  vote  tea  this  bfU.  Varioiu 
roaaona  opposing  it  have  been  adduced  by 
difitewt  gMitmnra,  in  many  of  whose  atwo- 
ments  I  concur.  I  have  another  reason,  parn> 
ular  to  myself. 

The  clauses  of  the  deposit  act,  which  apper- 
tain to  the  present  question,  teem  to  me  to 
possess  all  the  features  of  a  contract.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  whole  surplus  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  a  certain  sum,  whioh 
may  be  in  tiie  Trrasaiy  on  a  certain  day,  shall 
be  deporited  with  the  several  States :  which 
deposit  the  States  are  to  keep  saftly,  and  to  par 
bac^  to  the  United  StatCfk  whenever  tin  same 
sh^  be  OBlled  tar  hj  ww  8eoretai7  the 
T^vasury  in  a  preeoribed  time  and  mode,  and  rat 
the  h^>peidng  of  a  glvm  ctmtingenoy.  Here, 
it  seons  to  me.  Is  a  contract  in  honor ;  and,  so 
far  as  there  can  be  a  contract  between  the 
United  States  and  the  several  States,  a  etmtraat 
in  law;  there  being  reciprocal  engagements, 
for  a  valuable  oonri&ration,  on  both  ndes.  It 
is,  at  any  rate,  a  quari-contract.  They  who 
impugn  uiia  view  of  the  question  argue  on  the 
sappMitiMi  tiiat  the  act  peFftHiaed  or  to  be 
penbnned  by  the  United  Statea,  is  in  inohosta 
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not  made  BtricUj  *  contract  with  them,  joa 
have,  wisely  or  nnwisely,  caused  them  to  make 
contracts  irith  others.  Tour  grataitous  prom- 
ises have  caused  them  to  enter  into  solemn 
.obligatiooa,  which  tbey  mast  keep  io  good  fiuth, 
fhoiq^  TOD  to  keep  yoor  fiuth  and  to  outble 
them  to  eonplj  with  their  obligations.  The 
caae  is  mbmitted  to  me  as  a  chancellor.  A 
fiUher  promises  to  advance  his  son;  the  son,  on 
the  wtb  of  the  promise,  makes  a  pnrchase. 
Shall  the  father  not  comply  t  Yes,  rir,  so  saith 
equity ;  and  so  I  say.  I  will  not  put  the  States, 
by  my  vote,  to  the  least  inconTenience,  even  on 
accoont  of  promises  grataitonsly  made  by  the 
General  Government,  and  on  the  faith  of  which 
ttie  States  have  proceeded  to  act  contract. 
Although  I  do  not  connder  this  a  contract  be> 
tween  uie  General  Government  and  States,  yet, 
rir,  I  am  for  decreeing,  mider  the  circamstanoes, 
for  the  States  to  take  the  money. 
I  have  Bud  I  shall  vote  agdnst  tiiis  Inll  to 

ritpone,  becanse  it  is  Jost  liu  the  WU  it  means 
part  to  repeal.  It  provides  that  the  fonrth 
instalment  shall  be  postponed  nn^  flirther  pro- 
vittoQ  by  law.  Kow,  sir,  does  any  gentleman 
who  wiU  vote  for  this  bill  intend  that  the 
States  shall  ever  receive  or  be  pud  this  fourth 
instalment?  Ko,  he  does  not.  By  tiie  word 
"postpone,"  yon  mean  the  word  "repeal." 
Yon  either  mean  to  repeal,  or  yon  do  not  If 
yon  do,  why  not  say  so  I  Why  say  one  thing 
and  mean  another?  If  the  bill  means  to  re- 
peal, it  means  to  do  so  frandolently,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  vote  for  It  If  it  means  what  it 
says,  to  postpone  nntil  farther  pnmdon  by 
law,  it  means  still  farther  to  pledge  the  futh 
of  this  Government  to  dlstribnta  this  portion 
of  the  fonrth  instalment— a  measure  to  which 
I  was  always  opposed,  and  therefore  I  cumot 
vote  for  it  in  either  asi>ect  If  you  have  never 
before  committed  yourselves  to  pay  this  money, 
you  will  have  done  so  by  this  bill.  Do  you  not 
plight  the  faith  of  the  nation  hereafter  to  dis- 
trihote  this  amount  ?  Postpone  is  not  the  right 
word  for  a  measure  of  repeal ;  and  to  postpone 
until  farther  provision  by  law,  is  to  say  yon 
will  at  some  time  do  what  I  was  never  willtng 
should  be  done  at  any  time. 

But  I  have  other  oli^tions.  TUs  bill  is  in 
aid  of  tho  snb-TreiBDry  scheme,  and  it  tenda 
to  put  Hie  State  banks  ,whidt  hud  the  balanee 
ot  snrplns  revenue,  into  the  power  of  an  ad- 
ministration whose  policy  is  to.  discredit  and  to 
destroy  them. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  those  who  call  themselves 
Conservatives,  especially,  how  they  can  vote  for 
a  bill  which  evetytwdy  understands  as  a  part 
of  an  entire  system  of  warfare  Against  the  local 
institutions  of  the  country?  Every  biU  on 
yoar  table  tends  to  tbfs  one  great  point;  to 
make  all  banks  odioas  and  insolvent ;  to  put  the 
screws  upon  them,  and  to  check  them  up  with 
the  reins  and  sttff-bits  of  Qovemment  These 
bllb  are  all  mere  precnrsora  of  a  IVeasary 
bank,  iridcth  ou  on^  be  made  tolei^ble  in  the 
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public  mind  by  making  every  otfaer  sort  of 
bank  intolerable.  Credit  most  be  destroyed  to 
destroy  the  credit  system.  Is  not  this  plaint 
Is  it  not  obvious  that  this  looofoco  administra- 
tion is  courting  the  pet^le  and  taunting  the  op- 
pontion  to  Imee  upon  it  either  a  national  buk 
<»■  a  T^easuiy  brakt  That  ia  a  TreaaoiT 
bank,  bat  a  national,  a  United  States  bank,  In 
its  radly  odioas  form  t  Have  we  not  the  dear- 
est evioaice  that  an  unrelenting  war  ia  ecm* 
menoed  agunst  the  State  banks — Jackson  dveef 
Has  not  the  "  Greatest  and  Best "  denounced 
them  even  with  more  venom  than  he  ever  d«- 
noonced  the  great  monster  and  Old  Kick  him- 
self f  Has  he  not  denounced  the  local  bank 
system  of  deposit  as  the  most  base  and  pertidi- 
ous?  And,  sir,  if  any  link  in  the  chun  is 
stronger  than  another  to  bind  the  local  banks 
to  the  car  of  the  Federal  Executive,  it  is  this 
bilL  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  Qix. 
CHAiona)  BM,  hj  a  Yerj  aUe  qieedi,  lewred 
me  from  the  trouble  of  demonstrating  this. 
But  he  will  not  publish  his  qweehes,  though  he 
delivers  amon^  the  ablest  we  hear  in  Congress. 
I  require  of  him  to  publish  that  q>eecb,  and  I 
here  rebuke  him  for  not  publishing  others.  He 
has  demonstrated,  sir,  that  tiiis  bUl  will  call  on 
the  banks,  and  the  banks  will  call  on  the  peo- 
ple, for  more  than  seventeen  nuUions  of  specie. 
The  banks  are  to  l>e  made  to  groan  and  call  out 
in  their  distress  upon  the  Ezeentive  for  reliet 
Sir,  I  should  think  we  would  all  remember 
other  evidences  of  enmity  from  a  certain  qoar* 
tor  to  the  local  banks :  the  evidence  has  not  all 
been  published.  The  chidrman  ot  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  (Hi.  OaMBHUzro,)  we 
are  told  by  the  newspapers,  wrote  to  a  moid 
in  Albany  that  they  then  had  the  banks  "  oa 
the  hip."  Now,  sir,  that  is  an  old  Vii^lnian 
phrase  in  wrestling,  and  I  tell  the  Conserva- 
tives that  if  they  do  not "  mind  their  eyes," 
the  deposit  and  local  banks  will  all  be  "  orose- 
hopplei  "  and  laid  flat  on  their  backs  1 

[Mr.  OxHBBELKiTo  here  interposed,  and  made 
some  remarks  to  the  effect  that  he  was  clad  hia 
letter  had  been  alluded  to,  and  that  he  was 
thus  afforded  an  opportuni^  to  pnblish  it  He 
said  a  copy  was  at  the  service  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vii^ia,  and  he  would  he  hi^py  if  the 
gentleman  would  puUidi  it] 

Mr.  Win  continued.  Sir,  I  do  not  preteoid 
to  be  certidn  of  the  contents  of  that  l^ter.  I 
will  not  say  it  will  be  found  to  cont^n  the  ex- 
pression "  we  have  'em  on  the  hip,"  hnt  I  wiU 
risk  its  publication.  Where  there  was  so  much 
smoke,  there  must  have  been  some  fire.  It 
made,  as  it  was  said,  Governor  Marcy  mad, 
and,  at  all  events,  wiU  be  found,  I  expect,  to 
exult  highly  in  the  probable  triomph  of  loco- 
foco  principles  and  evenljp  over  sound  ereffit 
and  currency. 

[Hr.  CAifBRBLENo.  If  he  had  thought  there 
was  any  thins  worthy  of  pnblication  in  the 
letter,  he  womi  have  pnblisned  it  GovemMr 
Marcy  condsmned  the  snapenaianof  qiecie  pi^- 
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ments.  Bat  I  nerer  went  lo  far  aa  the  gentle- 
man fiwa  HaaBaohnaetto;  Thy  dont  70a  wage 
war  on  him  t] 

Mr.  Wise.  Sir,  I  mean  the  Plagg  letter. 
Let  there  be  no  tricks — give  me  the  real  letter, 
in  pnbliah  it,  and  risk  the  adTantwe  the  gen- 
tleium  baa  of  ftunbhing  me  with  vhateirer 
letter  he  pleases.*  If  it  m  not  found  to  contiuQ 
the  old  Yiri^nia  wrestling  phrase.  I  think  it 
will  he  fonnd  to  declare  war,  relentless  oad 
Ravage,  against  the  local  hanks.  Now,  he  it 
distinrtlj  understood  that  I  am  no  advocate  of 
the  depout  banks,  or  the  State  banks  generally. 
I  oppoeed  the  depont  pet  hank  system  as  ineffi- 
laent  and  corrupt.  I  have  been  engaged  the 
last  two  years  in  expo^ug  its  Tices.  I  cannot 
bring  my  mind  to  choose  between  the  pet  bank 
system  and  the  sab-Treasary.  I  am  a  fiiend  to 
neither,  and  I  shall  oppose  both ;  but  I  cannot 
consent  to  aid  the  iExeondre  of  the  Federal 
Ooremment  ia  waring  an  exterminating  war 
usEnsi  the  instltimoDs  <a  the  States  of  the 
union.  I  deprecate  an  alliance  of  State 
banks  irith  this  oeotral  power,  no  more  than  I 
do  an  execative  war  npon  them.  The  rights  of 
the  States  and  the  Interests  of  the  people  of 
the  States  are  too  intimately  blended  with  these 
institutions  for  me  to  consent,  either  that  they 
shall  be  corrupted  and  used  for  poUtioal  pur- 
poses, or  be  prostrated  and  crushed  by  the  (Ten- 
oral  OoTemmenL  They  now  hare  ceased  to 
he  "  pets."  Some  gentlemen  seem  goaded  by 
that  appellation  of  them  now,  and  I  am  not 
wilUngthat they  ahaU  beoome Tiotima,  like al- 
most  au  our  iostitiithHis,  to  he  aaorifioed  at  the 
shrine  of  m  OTWweming  federal  power,  which 
now,  more  than  ever,  darkens  the  land.  The 
fands  now  in  the  deposit  banks  are  not  to  be 
transferred  to  the  States.  The  banks  are  not 
to  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  their  creators,  hut 
they  are  to  be  ground  down  by  the  tender 
mercies  of  this  administration,  which  brought 
them  to  the  very  condition  which  is  now  cal- 
culated to  render  them  odioos,  and  to  farnish 
the  pretext  for  oppresdng  them  and  their  debt- 
ors. Whose  interest  is  it  now  to  show  that 
they  have  ben,  "  base  and  perfidious! Sir,  I 
wi^  that  mf  honorable  ooUeague  Qii.  Gab- 
lard)  was  here.  I  would  remcmstrate  with 
him,  as  a  tme  oonservaliT^  against  his  remarks 
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"K«ir  Tom,  May  10, 188T. 
"MT  SI4B  an:  i  bar*  Jost  leuned  tbat  Mms  Qf  our 
nienoa  (I  heard  the  Bank  Coiiunladon«ra  nainetl)  were  to 
go  to  Altanr  VtiB  anernoon,  to  mt  the  htgUMan  to  Mupend 
or  repMl  that  part  of  oar  bank  law  relaUu  to  tha  stupen- 
noD  or  apede  paTmeots.  Such  a  measure,  It  aeeiiu  to  me, 
vonid  be  bad  In  arery  point  of  view.  The  bank  partr  bare 
iDBletod  npon  thooiMlvea  as  a  party  a  tual  blow,  and  hare 
eatabluhed  a  commercial jpreoedenL  whloh.  If  aanctlonad  in 
any  manner  by  the  Legtsfatitre,  wlU  lead  to  a  niipeiision  of 
sped*  payment!  at  tbe  eomMmc4ment  of  erenr  proMnre^ 
which  woold  be  Tery  dUtoent  In  its  elbeta  from  that  wUeh 
bji  now  ooonrred,  aftor  credit,  prioea,  baoUnft  and  CTeir 
bind  (rf  trwle  are  rodnoed  to  low  tbat  onr  eltrliuk  paper 
■M  apMh  an  aeariy  OB  »  nr  for  all  the  pnrpoHs  <rf  trade. 
'^Tujtnuryoni^ 

"A.  a  Flu.,  t^-  o*«»a=aBJG. 


in  favor  of  this  hill.  This  is  not  a  conservative^ 
but  a  looofoco — a  destructive  measure.  Sir, 
we  are  told  that  the  ftinds  in  the  depodt  hanks 
are  not  available.  If  they  are  not  avulable  to 
the  General  Government,  they  may  be  available 
to  the  States.  And,  if  not  avidlri>le,  why 
ahoold  they  he  withheld  tnm  the  States  whra. 
they  cannot  avtdl  the  wants  of  the  Treasory  t 
The  local  banks  can  pay  the  States^  whilst  they 
cannot  pay  the  General  GovemmentL  The 
States,  wherein  they  are  located,  will  taketh^r 
notes.  With  their  local  currency  they  can  pi^ 
the  laborers  on  the  works  for  which  they  have 
contracted  on  the  futh  of  this  deposit. 

Truly,  truly,  it  may  be  said,  sir,  that  the  evil 
which  Gfeneral  Jackson  did  lives  after  him.  He 
was  the  most  fortunate  man  that  God  ever  per- 
mitted to  riot  in  success,  and  to  triumph  over 
much  that  was.  good  I  He  warred  without 
ceasing  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
he  rendered  it  an  o^ons  monster,  ud  kUled  it 
in  the  confidence  of  men ;  yet  all  tbe  time  that 
he  was  in  power,  and  wielding  that  power 
gainst  that  Institution,  it  was  ^notifying  the 
nation,  sustiUning  exchan^  mdntaining  cre^t, 
a  sound  currency,  regulating,  in  a  measure,  ex- 
cessive bank  iuaes,  meting  out  to  labor  its 
reward,  insuring  confidence  in  trade,  keeping 
prices  steady  and  advandng,  and  in  every  way 
warding  off  the  evil  day  until  after  General 
Jackson's  term  of  office  expired,  hia  monster 
lived  to  keep  him  and  his  power  and  popularity 
alive,  until  it  was  too  late  to  rebuke  him  for 
the  misohie&  we  now  endure.  It  gave  us  t 
seeming  prosperity  whfoh  was  all  ascribed  to 
General  JacksMi,  and  verily  his  enemy  wsa 
made  to  pr^se  him.  Sir,  it  was  the  most  signal 
instance  of  good  fortune  in  his  whole  life,  that 
the  hank  continued  in  existence  until  within  one 
year  of  the  expiration  of  bis  reign,  and  that 
the  effects  of  its  death  could  not  be  felt  until 
one  year  aftor  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and 
one  day  after  his  political  career  ceased  1  It 
was  wonderful  the  coincidence  of  events.  Ho 
one  thought  that  disorder  wonld  so  soon  ar- 
rive; it  waited  not  a  moment  after  Jackscm 
ceased  to  he  President,  Tou  may  look  through 
his  whole  life,  I  say— to  the  oock-pit,  the  horse- 
race scenes,  to  his  hidr-hreadth  'scapes  In  wnr, 
and  to  hia  glnions  'riotorie»— «nd  not  find  a 
parallel  instance  of  good  Inek  with  this.  We 
were  told  that  the  bank  wonld  fbU  like  the  oak 
in  the  forest^  orushing  every  tender  shmh  in 
reach  of  its  giant  trank  and  hnmchee.  Not  so ; 
it  died,  like  a  good  man,  quietiy,  and  ahnost  in 
silent  prayer.  The  earth  shook  not  at  its  Call ; 
and  yet  in  one  year  from  that  event  the  credit 
of  tbe  Government  and  the  trade  of  the  people 
are  crushed.  Sir,  when  it  died,  the  arterial 
blood  dried  op ;  its  bills  of  exchange,  which  it 
kept  at  the  lowest  rate  in  market,  were  that 
hlood;  it  dreolated  In  the  great  arteries  be- 
tween the  exporting  and  impwt^g  points,  be- 
tween nortti-eaat  and  soath-west,  ^w  Tork  and 
Kew  Oileans.  The  bank  was  your  importing 
and  ej^ortang  agent ;  the  axUtrj  of  internal  ez- 
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change  was  cnt  and  the  nation  now  lies  bleed- 
ing to  death  I   None  of  this  happened,  because 
it  ooold  not,  until  after  Jackson  ceased  to  reign. 
Now,  oh  1  ye,  the  people,  contrast  the  "  last  an- 
nual MessMse  of  the  chie^  and  his  farewell 
iddreaa,"  with  the  first  extraordinu;^  Message 
of  hia  sneoesBor  I  Sir,  the  administration  either 
knew  of  all  thrae  resnlts  which  we  haTO  wit- 
nessed, so  roinoos  and  dbastroas,  or  they  did 
not  They  may  take  which  horn  of  the  di- 
lemma they  choose.  If  they  did  not  see  the 
operation  of  causes  and  the  comiDg  of  events 
almost  touching  their  noses — events  which  were 
predicted  for  years ;  events  which  have  follow- 
ed so  saddenlj  upon  their  boasts  of  prosperity ; 
npon  times  when  the  administration  party  was 
fof  voting  away  millions  for  every  species  of 
extravagance;  npon  times  when.  Instead  of 
withholding  appropriations,  they  were  making 
the  most  nomeroos  and  extenuve  Qovemment 
contracts,  oontraoting  away  millions  in  a 
month ;— I  will  not  M  harsh ;  I  will  not  say  if 
they,  did  not  know  and  did  not  consider,  tiiey 
must  have  been  fools ;  or,  if  they  saw  and  knew 
what  was  comiog,  and  they  did  not  warn  the 
people,  they  must  be  knaves.   A  friend,  the 
other  day,  said  he  would  put  both  horns  upon 
thein,  and  make  the  boost  complete  I   I  will  not 
say  they  must  be  both  knaves  and  foola ;  but  I 
do  say  there  has  been  most  shamefiil,  wilfbl, 
blind,  and  gross  mismanagement,  and  mal-ad- 
minlstration ;  and  .  if  there  be  no  hope  of  re- 
form, all  hope  of  preserving  the  CK)Temment 
and  its  freedom  ana  pnrity  must  cease  t  ,  Their 
great  panacea,  their  depodt  bank  systcon,  has 
ngnally,  woftiUy  failed.  It  was  recommended 
and  dwended  but  yesterday  as  the  best  substi- 
tute for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  it  was 
to  supply  exchange,  and  perform  every  finan- 
cial and  commeroial  fanoUon;  and  we  have 
seen,  in  a  day,  in  what  it  luis  resulted.  They 
now  recomipend  another  sovereign  remedy, 
another  king-cure-all,  a  8Ui>-Trea8ury  system. 
Are  they  to  be  confided  in?   Are  they  and 
their  plan  not  to  be  distrusted  ?   Are  the  peo- 
ple not  sick  of  experiments  t  Bnt,  sir,  tiiis  part 
vf  the  discussion  I  must  reserve  for  the  time 
when  the  snb-Treasory  system  comes  up ; 
though  I  do  not  believe  It  wOl  ever  be  present- 
ed, in  good  futii,  to  the  deddon  and  action  of 
thisHoQse. 


TbvbsiuTj  September  28. 
j  Iburth  Inatalment  Bitt. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  Instalment  c£  de- 
posits with  the  States.** 

Hr.  CusmiAN  remarked  that  this  question  had 
long  been  very  considerably  and  very  fully  dis- 
cnssed,  and,  d»  believed,  to  the  satisfiwtion  of 
every  gentleman  of  the  House.  He  believed 
tliat  finy  further  discussion  of  it  would  l)e  en- 
tirely useless,  and  the  House  was  worn  down 
with  the  debate.  StID,  he  con&BMd,  he  iho&ld 


be  very  happy  if  the  House  would  then  pass 
upon  the  several  amendments  submitted  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  farther  delay.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  whether  it  was  not  the  sense  of 
the  House  that  the  disenarion  had  been  carried 
as  &r  as  it  ought  to  be  !  whether  the  mtjeot 
had  not  been  ftilly  and  fiiirly  debated-— snffl- 
dently  debated  f  In  the  fbll  belief  that  it  had, 
it  was  bis  intention  to  call  for  the  previous 
question;  but  although  he  had  risen  for  that 
purpose,  he  would  m&e  this  propositi<Hi,  If  ft 
meets  the  general  apttrobatlon  of  the  Honse 
to  dose  the  debate,  I  snould  be  willing  to  have 
the  vote  taken  npon  every  amendment,  and 
give  the  movers  of  them  an  opportunity  of  call- 
mg  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  eadi,  for  the 
purpose,  however,  of  testing  the  smse  of  the 
House  to  bring  this  diaonsBBon  to  a  close,  I  move 
theprevious  question. 

The  demand  for  the  previona  question  was 
seconded— yeas  107,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Heed  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
qnestion,  "  Shall  the  main  qnestiMi  be  now 
pat !  "  which  were  ordered,  ana  were — ^yeas  128, 
nays  103. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  pnt. 

I^e  main  question,  being  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  recurring — 

Mr.  Bbioos  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — 

Tus. — ^Hesars.  Asderson,  Andrews,  Atberton, 
Beatty,  Beinie,.  Bicknell,  BirdadI,  Boon,  Bouldio, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chauey,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Clai- 
borne, Clai^,  Clevelwid,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cusb- 
mon,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Ihomgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards^ 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  1.  Fletdter,  Foster,  Fry,  Gal- 
lup, Gnolson,  OlaHcock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Homer,  Hoiriaon,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Hol- 
aey,  HoH,  Howard,  Habley,  Vnillam  H.  Hunter,  R. 
U.  T.  Hunter,  In^Mun,  T.  R  Jackson;  J.  JadoHMi, 
J,  Johnson,  K.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kembk,  KU- 
gore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  iLewi^ 
Logan,  ArfAaXed  lAomis,  Lyon,  James  H.  Ibsnif 
HarUn,  UcKay,  Robt.  HcClellan,  A  UcClellan,  Ife> 
Clure,  McSioi,  UiUer,  Moore,  Uoi^an,  Samuel,  W. 
Hortia,  Vuhlenberg,  If  array,  NoUe,  Owens,  Palmer, 
Fariccr,  Parmenter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petrikin,  Phclpa,  Kckena,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prenties,  Reilly,  Ricbordaon,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Bheffer, 
^plor,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Tbnnaa,  lltns, 
Toiu^,  Towiu,  Tum^,  Vail,  Yanderveer,  Wage* 
ner,  Webster,  Weeks,  niomas  T.  WhitOeaey,  Jaied 
W.  Williams,  Wortiiington,  Tell— 119. 

Nat& — Hessn.  Adama,  Alexander,  Hemas  Allen, 
J(dm  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  C^oun,  John  Cilhoon,  W,  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B,  Carter,  CWy, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  CIrildB,  Clowney,  Oorwin, 
Craty,  Cranston,  Crodutt,  Curtis,  Ciuhl^  Darling- 
ton, Dawson,  Daviea,  Debory,  Dennis,  Dunn,  ElnK^e, 
Eruig,  Everett,  Ewing,  Bldianl  Fletcher,  FBlmore, 
Rloe  Goriond,  Goode,  Jamea  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Gravee,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hoisted,  Harlan, 
^rper,  Hannga,  Haves^  Hen^  Herod,  H(dbian, 
Ho^dna,  Jeidfer,  H.  Jtdmioo,  W.  C.  Jotanaoa,  lin- 
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aob,  Andrew  W.  Loomia,  Hallory,  Hwtlii,  Sftmacn 
UuoQ,  Hwu7,  Hw,  Maxwdl,  HcKeniuui.  Ueaefee, 
Heroer,  UUlinn,  Hontgomer;,  UatthiM  Hoitis,  Cal- 
VW7  Morris,  Kaylor,  JSoym,  Ogle,  Fttttenoa,  Pearoe, 
Peck.  Phillips,  Pope,  Potti,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Beed,  Reocber,  Rhett,  Ridgwar,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Cbaries 
Shep&rd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder, 
SoQthgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
TiUin^aat,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  wUte, 
John  White,  Elisha  WUtUeeqr,  Lewis  Will  lama, 
Sherrod  WiUEuns,  Joseph  L  WlUiama,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Torke— IIT. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readin^f. 

Hr.  Pionm,  having  voted  in  the  m^oritj, 
moved  to  reooiulder  the  above  vote;  which 
motioQ  lies  over  for  to-morrow.  Mr.  P.  then 
gave  Botioe  thai  he  ahoold  then  ubmit  his 
amendmoit. 


Fbidat,  September  29. 

Fourth  Inttalmmt  Sm. 

The  House  took  vp  the  *<  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  Instalment  of  depodt  irith  the  IMates." 
The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  2Cr. 
PioKbhs  to  reoonaider  the  vote  by  which  it  had 
been  ordered.to  a  third  reading  last  night. ' 

Kr.  PicKBNS  said  it  was  not  nis  desire  to  oc- 
enpy  the  attention  of  the  House  for  any  length 
of  time,  for  he  was  perfectly  certun  that  its 
patience  most  be  exhaosted  by  the  discns^on 
that  had  already  taken  place.  I  desire  (stdd 
he)  to  reconsider  the  vote,  because  every  gen- 
tleman mast  be  aware  that,  under  the  peonliar 
and  technical  operations  of  the  prevlons  ques- 
tion, a  msjority  of  tlus  House  Lad  not  twen 
bronght  to  vote  upon  the  amendment  proposed. 
Sir,  fcODdder  the  amendment  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  propose,  as  important  both  in  princi- 
ple and  in  poli^.  I  oedre  the  Honae  to  be 
Drought  to  a  distinot  vote  upon  that  amend- 
ment and  it  is  wiHx  that  view  I  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  ordering  this  bill  to  a  third 
reading ;  and,  in  presenting  that,  I  beg  gentle- 
men to  reflect  upon  the  coaree  which  they  are 
disposed  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  provisions  of  that  act— the 
deposit  act  of  18S6, 1  mean,  are  peculiar.  They 
give,  in  certain  contingencies,  power  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  to  call  back  the  three 
instalments  already  disbibnted,  under  cffliain 
limitations.  Sir,  it  Is  a  power  which  yon  your- 
self by  the  very  act  which  yon  derire  to  enftn«e, 
by  refusing  to  pass  this  bill,  place  in  the  hands 
<a  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  What  will 
be  the  result,  then,  of  debating  tliis  bill!  Why, 
that  yon  leave  it  a  ol^m  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
that,  by  solemn  discussion  and  solemn  vote  re- 
ecting  this  bill,  you  make  it  the  imperative 
aty  of  the  S^retary  to  execute  the  deposit 
act  to  its  very  letter. 

Now,  sir,  look  at  the  proposition.  They  say 
the  Treasury  is  embarrassed ;  that  It  is  reduced, 
and  that  it  will  want  fonds :  then  how  will  tJie 
depo^aefe  beezMSUtedt  Wliy,  8eci^»i7 


[H.  OF  B. 

most,  of  necessity,  call  upon  the  States  for  the 
three  instalments  already  made.  But  suppose, 
as  gentlemen  say,  that  the  Treasury  is  fall,  and 
that  'there  are  ample  funds  in  its  huids.  If  this 
he  true,  what  a  spectacle  will  be  presented  to 
the  American  people  t  That  your  Secretary  of 
Ute  Treasnry,  your  authorized  (^cer,  has  pre- 
seirted  a  set  of  ataCements  to  this  House  and  to 
the  country  which  are  utteily  fidse  I  Oan  any 
adminisbation  stand  under  the  aoom  and  in- 
dignataon  this  would  produce  amoogst  an  out- 
raged people,  when  Oongress  meets  in  Deo^- 
her,  and  finds  his  statements  a  thorough 
delusion  I  But  I  doubt  it,  mr.  It  is  my  sincere 
impression  that  the  Treasury  is  embarrassed, 
and  that  if  you  reject  the  bill  on  your  table, 
you  place  not  only  tiie  States  and  the  Treasuries 
of  the  States,  but  the  State  banks  also,  which 
gentlemen  wi^  to  protect,  at  the  mercy  and 
under  the  control  of  the  Secretary.  Now,  sir, 
I  pat  this  to  gentlemen :  are  they  prepared  to 
see  this  deposit  act  executed  to  its  letter,  and 
especially  under  the  existing  preaanret  Are 
th^  prepared  to  pay  huk  the  three  instal- 
ments ?  Under  tins  spectfie  proviu<ni  of  t^ 
act,  I  know  the  oonrse  the  Treasarr  will  pursue 
— or,  at  least,  what  I  believe  it  will  pursue.  It 
is  this :  That  it  will,  if  the  fourth  instalment  be 
paid'  over  at  all,  throw  the  expenses  of  tbis 
GovMTiment  upon  the  States,  by  drawing  up<Hi 
them  for  the  three  other  instalments ;  and  the 
inevitable  result  will  be,  that  you  compel  the 
Treasury  to  rely  upon  the  States  to  support 
and  sustiun  the  Qeneral  Government.  This 
will  produce  more  pressure  than  will  be  pro- 
dnoed  by  the  sospetuioD  of  the  act  of  1886,  or 
than  could  possibly  be  hy  withh(dding  the 
fourth  instalmenL  let  e«itlemen  from  the 
West  look  at  this.  The  deposit  banks  of  Ala- 
bama, Miansfflppi,  Louinima,  4Ceutucky,  Indi- 
ana, and  Ohio  have,  at  this  time,  nearly  seven 
millions  of  dollars  on  deposit  out  of  the  nine 
and  a  half  required  to  pay  the  fourth  instal- 
ment What  will  be  the  result?  You  will 
cotnpel  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call 
upon  those  banks  to  pay  up,  so  as  to  enable  Mm 
to  execute  that  payment  Look  at  Ohio,  hav- 
ing more  now  than  die  is  entitled  to  under  the 
fourth  payment  Do  you  suppose  the  paper  of 
the  Ohio  banks,  thoo^  perfectly  good  and  cur- 
rent in  that  State  between  man  and  man,  win 
be  received  at  par  in  Penn^ylvaiua,  which  is  to 
draw  a  million  1  Or  do  you  suppose  the  funds' 
of  Alabama  banks  wHl  be  taken  by  Georgia  for 
her  instalment,  when  perfa^  they  Are  from  ten 
to  fifteen  per  cent  bdow  {tar  tliere,  and  then 
pledge  its  ^th  to  refund— m  what!  in  roede^ 
or  in  available  frinds  equivalent  to  spede,  to 
this  Government?  Would  this  be  a  sound 
financial  <^ration  on  the  part  of  Geragia,  or 
would  her  Government  assent  to  it! 

Again,  sir,  suppose  this  bill  be  not  passed, 
what  wQl  be  another  result?  That  you  oau. 
upon  the  Secretat^  of  the  Treasury  to  enforce 
the  law,  or  distribute  the  fourth  instalment, 
and  where  qre  the  means  you  put  in  his  oon- 
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trolV  Do  70a  not  see  that,  under  SDch  sd 
opentioD,  jon  inevitabl;'  compel  him  to  ezeonte 
the  law  to  the  letter,  and.tha^  to  do  so,  be  most 
draw  contribations  from  the  States  to  distribate 
back  to  them  f   Is  this  sonnd  policy  i 

Now,  rir,  look  at  the  TretHorT-  note  bflL 
Will  it  relwve  the  Treunry  from  embarrass* 
mentst  If  that  bill  should  pass  the  House  in 
tts  present  tono,  as  passed  by  the  Senate,  pay- 
ing interest  on  its  notes,  what  will  be  the  re- 
sucl  Why,  the  moment  yon  throw  them  ont, 
they  will  be  takm  np  by  c^italists,  as  the  ywj 
best  investment,  as  stoek,  under  e:dstiQg  oir- 
oatn stances.  There  are,  at  this  time,  mulions 
of  capital  lying  idle  in  the  vaults  of  banks, 
watching  the  operations  of  this  Govenunent, 
and  ready  to  take  stock  in  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  snch  an  institntion  should  be  created. 
Tes,  sir;  these  very  capitalists,  the  moment 
yon  throw  ont  your  ten  millions  of  Treasnry 
notM  bearing  interest,  will  seize  upon  them, 
and,  instead  of  sorrlng  for  a  drenlation,  they 
tQI  be  invested  as  stock.  It  will  <»ily  then 
aflbrd  temporary  relief;  and  the  final  efiiact  will 
be,  to  an  intents  and  purposes,  to  mate  a  debt 
How  are  the  notes,  with  interest,  to  be  redeoD- 
ed  I  By  taxation,  sir.  And  are  ve  prepared 
to  incur  that  debt  f  Now,  if  yon  throw  into 
circulation  ten  millions  of  c^tiflcates,  receivable 
only  for  pablio  dues  not  bearing  interests— <bnt 
I  much  question  whether  you  will  ever  get  a 
m^ority  in  this  House  to  pass  sudi  a  bill  as 
that,  for  the  simple  fact  thiU^  the  moment  the 
Government  throws  into  circulation  such  bills 
as  that,  the  notes  ot  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  Pranqrlvania  will  be  excluded  to  that 
extent  fmm  circulatum  in  the  South-west,  where 
they  have  been  at  five  and  ten  per  cent)— I 
a^,  if  yon  throw  into  circulation  such  certifi- 
catea,  their  circulation  would  spread  through 
the  oonntry,  and  might  relieve  the  present  em- 
barrassment,  and  conld  be  redeemed  in  ftatnre 
dues.  But  there  is  an  interest  struggling  against 
this — the  banking  interest  of  ihe  country. 

Now,  ur,  some  gentlemen  sunpose  tiie  notes 
I  have  referred  to  will  fall  below  par.  How 
can  that  be  f  If  they  be  receivable  ror  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Government,  and  no  more  be  is- 
sued than  enough  to  pay  those  revenues,  they 
will  be  above  par,  or,  at  least,  equal  to  gold  and 
Mlver.  Kotiung  can  dejffeetate  them  bat  an 
iasue  beyond  the  antonnt  ot  flie  revenue  of  the 
-  eonnt^,  and  it  iseven  qneedonaUe  if  that  would. 
But,  nr,  can  we  pass  snch  a  bill  as  that,  viz : 
without  interest,  and  throw  no  more  into  circu- 
lation than  the  amount  necessary  for  the  public 
dnesf  It  is  very  doubtful  wheUier  this  House 
would. 

But  throw  out  $10,000,000  of  notes,  bearing 
interest,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  called  on  to  redeem  them,  or  they 
will  run  on  at  interest,  thus  creating  a  debt  in 
its  most  odious  and  objectionable  form.  Cap- 
italists in  stock  are  deeply  interested  in  snch  an 
issue.  Whatever  this  Government  makes  re- 
oeivaUe  in  dn«i^  ii^  to  all  intents  and  poipoies^ 


money,  and  such  a  circulation,  limited  to  the 
amount  of  expenditures,  would  be  equivalent 
to  gcAd  and  silver,  and  relieve  the  commercial 
community  in  collections  of  customs.  It  would, 
in  fact,  be  a  currency  resting  upon  the  credit 
of  Government  And  this  u  au  the  Oorem- 
ment  conld  do,  even  though  a  bank  endwse  the 
notes  or  loan  its  credit 

Now,  sir,  I  repeat,  we  are  not  ittepared  for 
the  state  of  things  that  will  ensue  upon  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill.  Ton  will  press  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasunr,  and  compel  liim  to 
execute  that  fourth  instcument,  and  the  result 
wUl  inevitably  be  that  you  compel  this  Govem- 
mmt  to  create  a  debt,  which  debt  yon  are 
bound  to  pay  in.  the  revenues  of  the  country j 
and  how  these  revenues  are  collected  we  aU 
too  well  know. 

Who  receives  the  distribution  ?  Do  you  dis- 
tribute it  according  to  the  payment  of  taxes  I 
Many  suppose  that  we  ^caunme  according  to 
popdation,  and  pay  taxes  according  to  eon- 
sumption.  If  this  be  tme,  we  do  not  reodve 
our  proper  distribotiw,  for  two-fifths  of  a  cer- 
tain  class  of  our  population,  under  our  repre- 
sentation, vill  be  excluded.  Are  gentlemen 
prepared  to  carry  ont  this  system  permanently, 
or  create  a  deU  by  diiriiibating  this  instal- 
ment? 

Hr.  Speaker,  the  view  I  had  in  introducing 
the  amendment  was,  that  if  there  be  any  sor- 
plns  renuUning  in  1689,  then  let  it  be  deposit* 
ed ;  and  I  thought  at  ^e  time,  and  still  think, 
it  would  meet  the  assent  of  a  minority  of  the 
House.  The  toideney  of  this  would  be  to  pro- 
duce eoooomy  in  the  wpropriations  f<»r  next 
year,  under  uie  hope  m  receiving  the  deposit 
then.  Upon  all  the  ottter  questiws  [wesented 
by  gentiemen  in  this  debiUi^  Asenraory  as  they 
were  in  their  characterj  "  as  omrUbia  n&w  at 
guihudfua  aliu."  I  desire  to  reserve  myself  fiff 
the  great  bill — ^for  I  call  that  the  great  measure 
of  the  session— the  divorce  bill  I  mean.  That 
Ull  I  hold  myaeU  prepared  to  defend,  and  I  fiaar 
no  consequences. 

[A  AtrUier  debate  now  took  place  iu  which  Uessrs. 
Csmbiekfflg,  Waddy  Thompson,  Gray  of  Sew  Toik, 
Ii00mlB^1VKioey,BndIonn,wetetlwsp«akeni;  wbenj 

■  ICr.  CtMnmaofftt  moved  the  previous  qnes- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  car* 
ried;  and  the  main  question  bong  on  recon- 
sideration— 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken— yess  149^ 
nays  Bl. 

So  the  House  rescdved  to  reoon^dw  the  vote 
by  which  the  VOX  hod  been  ordmd  to  athiid 

reading. 

Mr.  PiosxNB  moved  his  amendment  to  linut 
the  postponement  to  the  1st  of  January,  1689. 

Mr.  WiuiAHs,  ot  North  Ovolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  uhle,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  or- 
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dared,  and  ftood^-graM  101,  naji  182.  Kcga* 
tlved. 

The  qoeetioii  being  aa  lb.  Hinn^  ainend- 
meot  to  the  amendtnent  of  Hr.  Fiokkeq, 

Mr.  Bbll,  after  aa  animated  meeofa,  rabmit- 
ted  a  motion,  to  raocanmit  the  bill  and  amond- 
menta  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
atate  d  the  Unlm,  with  inifenetiona  to  rep<nt 
the  following  aa  a  aobadtote  for  the  bOl: 

*'  That  the  paymtot  of  the  foarth  Instalment  re- 
quired to  be  depoelted  with  tiie  Statee,  hj  the  act  of 
ttte  23d  of  June,  188d,  be  postponed  tmtil  the  Ist 
day  of  October,  1840;  and  that  moneys  to  that 
anKHiut,  now  in  deport  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer, and  other  poMie  olBeeii^  in  any  of  the  d^o^ 
bauha^  be,  and  the  ame  are  hefel>y,  ^qprqalated  tot 
the  pajment  of  tbe  8ain& 

"See.  2.  And  be  U  /urtMer  enacted,  Tbti  itriull 
be  the  dnty  of  the  Secretuy  of  the  Treaaury,  as  aocm 
as  may  be  after  the  lat  day  oi  October  next,  to  pro- 
ceed to  tender  and  tnmafer  to  the  sevend  States  his 
^afta  or  orders  to  pay  their  reepeotiTe  portions  of 
■aid  nuneys ;  and  ttut  it  sliaU  be  lawful  for  any 
State,  i^i(^  may  .be  irilling  to  accept  sncb  drafts  or 
tianwits  in  payment  of  its  proportion  of  said  instal- 
ment, according  to  the  terms  of  eaid  act  of  the  2Sd 
of  June,  1886,  to  receive  the  same  ;  prorided,  never- 
theless, that  any  bank  or  banka  upon  wldcb  mch 
tesnsfeis  or  drafts  shall  issae,  upon  the  condition  of 
paying  to  the  States  holding  the  same  interest  at  the 
nte  of  five  per  oenk  per  annma  qnartetfy,  aball  be 
Teqntred  to  pay  tbe  principal  only  in  tibe  fbUewipg 
imttii'Tnimff,  to  wit :  one4ldrd  on  tbe  1st  of  October. 
IBSe;  onfr4bird  on  the  1st  of  October,  1889;  and 
the  remdlBdar  on  the  1st  day  of  Ootober,  1840." 

lb.  Oahbrkldto  hoped  the  Hoase  would 

r^ect  the  motion,  and  pass  the  biU  this  night. 

The  qQe£4;ion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit,  and  dedded  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
64nayB  149. 

The  qtiesdon  was  then  taken  tm  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  PioEsire,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
^ve— jeas  180,  nays  99. 

Mr.  Rbed  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the 
main  qaeetion,  (whidi  waa  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  readmit)  which  wwe  ordmd,  and 
were: 

TuB^Messra.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atberton, 
fieatty*  ^nte,  Bicknell,  Birdull,  Borden,  Brodhesd, 
Bionson,  Bruyn,  Bawnan,  Cambreleng,  J.  Camp- 
beUf  T.  J.  Garter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Olley,  Clai- 
bwne,  Clark,  CSereland,  Clowney,  Coles,  CkjnnOT, 
Oa^Cushman,  Davee,  DeGndf,  Dronwoole,  Don- 
can,  Xdwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
ny,  Oallnp,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Graatland,  Grant, 
Gny,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Huner,  Harriami, 
Hawkms,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Belt,  Howard,  Hnbley, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hnter,  I^^ham,  T.  B. 
Jaduon,  J.  Jadmon,  J.  Johnsoii,  N.  Jonea,  J.  W. 
JoDSi,  Kemble,  Kflgm,  Kliweundth,  L^are, 
Leemtter^  hofpn^  A.  Loomis,  I^on,  J.  X.  Mason, 
Martin,  McKay,  B.  HcCadlan,  A.  MoGldlaa,  HcClnre, 
MeEim,  MiUn,  Hootgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  &  W. 
llMTja,  Muhlenberg,  Mnrmy,  Koble,  Owens,  Parker, 
Parmentw,  Faynter,  Pennyliadcer,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Flomer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prmtiss,  Reny, 
Bhett,  Biehardstm,  Sawyer,  Bbeffbr,  Kieplor,  ^>enoa>, 
Stowwt,  Taylor,  Aomas,  Tttni^  Tmoqr,  Tovna  Tul, 
VehXnL^ 


[H.  or  a 

Vanderre^  Wwener,  Webster,  Wedu,  T.  T.  Wldt- 
tlesey,  J.  W.  Wifiiams,  Worthij4;ton,  and  Tell— 118. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  AUen,  Aycrkg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Ca^un,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  ddlda, 
Corwin,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cortia,  Cmlting, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  DaTiea,  Debenr,  Dennis,  Dimn, 
Erans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletdwr,  Illhnore,  Ooodc^ 
J.  Gndiam,  W.  Graham,  Gmvea,  GrenneU,  HaH,  Hat- 
ated,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hofiman,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  John- 
son, Unooln,  A.  W.  Loomia,  Midlory,  Marvin,  8, 
Maeui,  Maxwell,  MoKennan,  Mencfee,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan,  M.  Hoiris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Kotcb,  tele,  Pat- 
terson, Pearoa,  Peck,  PhilUpa,  ^>e,  Potts,  Bariden, 
Reed,  Rendier,  Kdgway,  Itma,liot>ert8(ai,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Seiseant,  A.  H.  Bhepperd,  C.  Siepard, 
Shields,  ^ley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompaon,  I^Hfai^ast^ 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  a  White,  J.  White,  B. 
Wbitaesey,  L.  Wittiams,  B.  Willisms,  J.  L.  William^ 
C.  H.  Williama,  Wise,  and  ToAe— 106. 

So  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third  reading  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Sms  Gablakd  moved  to  postpone  the 
farther  ooondovtion  (tf  the  bill  until  Tneadaj' 
next 

Mr.  UoEnc  then  moved  the  previous  qnes- 
tion,  which  wai  aeoonded ;  and  the  main  qnea- 
tion  having  been  ordered,  the  hill  ww  rend  a 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

SirtiSDAT,  September  80. 
TWoittry  Note  Bill 

The  Eonse  went  into  Qommittea  of  tbe 
Whole,  (Mr.  ComroB  in  the  chair,)  and  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  anthori^ing  the  is- 
eae  of  Treasnry  notes. 

Mr.  Bill  sud  he  had  been  w^ting  for  some 
who,  he  xmderatood,  were  preparM  to  con- 
test the  constitutional  right  oi  the  Senate  to 
send  to  the  House  a  bill  oT  this  description.  It 
was  a  money  bUI :  and,  by  the  oonstitntion,  eU 
sooh  bills  mnst  originate  in  tbe  House.  The 
proper  eonrse  would  be,  first  to  take  a  vote  on 
thatqiustt<m.  If  his  friend  from  Maaaadhasetts 
was  derirons  of  addresriDg  tbe  Hooae  on  that 
question,  Mr.  B.  wonid  not  now  {wooeed  with 
any  rwiarks  on  the  hill. 

Mr.  Adahb  Bidd  that  in  Us  own  opinion  the 
matter  admitted  of  no  qnestion  at  all.  If  ever 
tiiere  was  a  money  bill,  this  was  one.  Bat  he 
abonld  make  no  motion,  because  he  knew  per- 
fectly wdl  if  he  did,  the  prevtons  question 
woold  be  called,  and  the  motion  voted  down. 
If,  bowevo",  the  gentleman  from  Teaneaaee  (Mr. 
Bbix)  waa  dispoeed  to  go  into  the  diaenasion, 
he  ahoiild  have  Mr.  A.^s  moat  cordial  support. 
This  House  had  too  long  suffered  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  to  dictate  to  it  every 
meaBDTo  relating  to  rerenne.  For  the  last  five 
yeara  not  <me  «  all  the  measorea  (£  tiirt  dur- 
aoter  had  orl^nated  in  that  House. 

Mr.  H^ma  said  it  was  now  too  late  to  rdse 
an  ol^eotkai  o£  flila  kind:  the  Bonw  had  ro- 
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eeived  the  bill,  and  referred  it ;  and  it  had  been 
reported  cm.  If  each,  an  objection  did  exist, 
this  was  not  the  place  to  make  it. 

Hr.  Wwt  was  astonished  to  bear  such  lan- 
guage from  the  gentleman  bom  Georgia.  Did 
not  that  gentleman  know  that  at  every  step,  in 
any,  even  the  last  stage  of  a  bill,  when  it  had 
received  its  third  reading,  if  the  Honse  dis- 
oovered  a  constitutional  objection  to  lie  a^nst 
its  passage,  it  was  never  too  late  to  bring  it 
forward  t  It  never  oonld  be  too  late  for  the 
House  to  receive  an  objection  to  doing  that 
which  it  had  no  poww  to  do.  It  never  coidd 
waive  &  constatntional  oljeotlcni  on  the  ground 
of  laches.  Ee  moted  wait  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  that  a  biU  like  this  could  not  consti- 
tntionally  originate  in  the  Senate.  Thus,  in  the 
Honse,  that  report  migbt  be  adopted,  and  the  biU 
sent  back  to  the  Senate,  with  a  message  declar- 
ing that  the  House  could  not  act  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  OAUBKBLB^fa  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  rise.  This  bill  did  not  propose  the  levying 
of  a  tax ;  it  was  a  mere  anticipation  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  revenue.  The  compromise  act  of  1688 
had  been  sent  from  tlie  Senate  (when  that  body- 
was  differently  constituted  in  a  political  point 
of  riew)  to  the  Hoose,  although  it  proposed  an 
increaae  of  taxes,  in  aome  cases  amounting  to 
46  p»  cent  The  present  bill  created  no  public 
debt;  it  nwrdj  antidpated  means  which  were 
ample.  Congress  had  been  convened  to  meet 
an  emergency ;  and  it  had  so  hq>pened  that 
the  Sena's  Committee  on  Finance  had  been 
constituted  four  days  sooner  than  that  of  the 
■House,  and  hence  Uie  Senate's  bill  had  come 
earlier  than  that  of  the  Hoose.  No  constita- 
tional  objection  had  been  ni^ed  in  the  Senate ; 
but  here,  at  this  late  hour,  a  constitntionai 

aueetion  was  to  be  raised  and  diseoased,  when 
le  Honse  had  arrived  at  the  let  day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  Treasury  was  in  such  a  condition 
that  the  spe(He  conld  not  be  obtained  for  a  little 
draft  of  $811.  He  hoped  the  Honae  wonU 
{ffoceed  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  IbcBCBB  was  astonished  at  the  poritioo 
taken  by  the  chunnan  of  the  Committee  of 
yfajB  and  Ueans.  It  was  not  a  ftot  that  the 
compromise  bill  bad  originated  in  the  Senate ; 
it  had  originated  in  this  Honse. 

Hr.  Cambbbleno  sfud,  to  avoid  all  diffionlty, 
he  would  move  to  pass  by  the  Senate's  bill  and 
take  up  that  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BoBKBTsoN  contended  that  the  Hoose 
could  not  thus  pass  over  the  greatest  breach  of 
its  privities  wnioh  had  ever  been  perpetrated. 
He  could  not  understand  how  the  gentleman 
could  be  so  insensible  to  the  indignity  tlina  cast 
<»i  tiw  HonsA.  Should  th^  oontimie  to  ti^ 
biUs  raimng  mUliiHis  on  ndUioDS,  at  the  dicti^ion 
of  the  Senate  or  the  FraMent^  when  the  con- 
ctitation  plainly  forbade  it  t 

A  dispnte  on  order  arose,  attended  for  a  time 
with  some  confhsion ;  but  it  issued  in  taking  np 
the  House  bill,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Cuuhblkkg. 

Mr.  Cambrklkkq  then  snbmitted  a  statement 
of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Tnasoiy. 


[Sdhmmb,  1887. 

Mr.  OiHBBBEnra  alluded  to  the  <act,  that 

there  were  seven  or  eight  millions  of  outstand- 
ing j4>propriations  at  the  end  every  year, 
which  might  be  considered  permanently  out- 
Btanding.  It  would  thus  appear  that  our  money 
and  resources  probably  amonnt  to  twenty-fonr 
millions  and  a  naif.  We  were  not  called  npon 
to  authorize  a  loan  or  to  create  a  publio  debt. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  a  slock,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  for  investment  or  for  remits 
tance  to  Europe.  All  that  was  now  proposed, 
was  to  anticipate  onr  actual  resources  by  an 
issue  of  T^aasnry  notaa.  The  material  qnestion 
was,  wbetbor-  tin  notes  ahonld  bear  Interest  or 
noL  la  the  present  extraordinary  condition  of 
tiie  oonntiT,  he  should  tUnk  notes  without  in- 
terest an  important  auxiliary  to  aid  in  the  coir 
lection  of  the  revenue,  and  in  relieving  our 
internal  circulation.  He  believed  it  quite  as 
important  to  adjust  the  balance  between  the 
south- western  and  north- western  portions  of  the 
country,  as  it  was  to  pay  off  onr  forei^  debt 
If  there  was  a  current  revenue  coming  into  the 
Treasury,  snch  an  issue  might  be  safely  made 
and  sustained  in  circulation,  and  would  not,  like 
the  small  notes  issued  in  1816,  interfere  with 
the  oarrenoy.  Gentlemen  denounced  notes  of 
this  deeeription  as  pa^er  money :  they  perfbnn 
tiie  oflloe  of  exehanga^  and  not  at  CDrrency, 
and  at  the  same  time  were  owvenient  for  makr 
ing  pqrments  into  the  Tteasnry,  and  for  onr 
public  expenditures.  The  currency  of  France 
with  her  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  gM 
and  silver,  had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  issnes 
by  the  Bank  of  France  of  notes  of  about  a 
similar  denomination.  The  demands  of  com- 
merce alone  will  not,  however,  sust^n  Treas- 
nry  notes,  withont  interest^  in  circulation.  We 
must  also  be  in  receipt  of  a  current  revenue. 
Since  the  extension  of  time  to  the  merchants 
and  the  banks,  all  the  p^ments  into  the  Treas- 
ury were  thrown  into  tue  next  year,  and  for 
some  months  vary  littla  would  be  otHning  Into 
the  l^reasnry.  Under  sndi  olrcnmstances,  there 
was  reason  to  fear  that  the  notes  would  be  de- 
preciated. He  bad,  therefore,  adopted  the 
prtncijde  of  the  Senate^  bill,  ulowing  an  in- 
terest He  was  not  in  fitror  of  issuing  Treas- 
ury notes  now,  or  at  any  time,  whether  with 
or  without  interest;  bnt,  although  our  re- 
sources are  ample,  we  are  compelled  to  antici- 
pate them,  in  order  to  give  iudolgence  to  the 
debtors  of  Qovemment  In  relieving  them, 
and  giving  means  to  the  Treasury,  it  is  fortu- 
nate that  we  can  afford  to  the  sontli-west  a 
medium  of  remittance,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
aid  the  merchants  on  the  Atlantic  to  pay  off 
thdr  foreign  debt  It  was  the  prospect  ot  this 
issne  of  ten  n^ons  at  Treasury  notes  whiiih 
had  already  considerably  reduced  the  price  of 

rie.   Mr.  0.  thai  moved  an  amendmeirt  to 
bQI,  by  proporing  substantially  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Senate's  bill,  authorizing  an  issue 
of  TVeasnry  notes,  bearing  interest  not  exceed- 
ing ux  per  cent 
Mr.  Bhkt  addressed  the  COiair  as  follows : 
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Hr.  Cbainnan :  I  shaU  follow  the  raf^esttoQ 
mode  the  obfunnan  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  sad  Means,  and  ooo^der  all  the  bills  apon 
your  table  as  constitating  one  system,  elthongh 
obtained  in  different  bills.  To  the  bill  aa- 
thorizing  the  Treasarer  to  iisne  Treasory  notes, 
I  shall  propose,  as  amendments,  fbat  these  notes 
ahaU,  bear  no  latamt;  and  that  the  Secretary 
be  anthorized  to  iasoe  another  khid  of  paper — 
billfl  recavable  in  payment  of  the  pnbho  does. 
When  tiie  bill  regmating  the  depositories  of  the 
pnbUo  money  shall  come  m  tot  consideration, 
I  rtiall  also  move  the  amuiament  I  sand  to  the 
Ohair,  providing  for  a  gradual  dissolution  of  all 
connection  between  ue  Government  and  the 
banks;  dispensing  uitirely,  in  the  course  of 
tluee  years,  with  uie  use  or  reception  of  their 
paper ;  and  usiug  them  only  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  money  by  special  deposits. 
By  these  amendments,  the  Government  will 
have  the  option  of  issaing  either  Treasury  notes 
bearing  no  uLterest,  or  bills  receivable  in  payment 
<tf  the  pnUio  dnes-^tbe  Govemm«Lt  will  be  sep- 
arated from  the  banks— the  paUio  moneys  be 
kcqpt  in  the  banks  on  special  deposit— and  the  rev- 
enue be  collected  either  in  Government  paper 
or  speae.  There  is  but  erne  other  alternative 
before  the  committee  to  this  system  in  this 
shape,  or  by  other  modifications,  and  that  is 
the  project  of  the  gentleman  firom  Virginia, 
(Mr.  GxBLAKD.)  to  reunite  the  Government  to 
the  Btate  banks — receive  their  paper  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  ,iQea — and  make  them,  as 
heretofore,  the  general  depontories  of  the 
money  of  the  country.  These  are  the  two 
pro]  eots  for  oonmderation. 

If,  Mr,  we  are  to  have  Treasury  notes,  I  pre- 
fer that  tiiey  shonld  not  bear  interest  In  issu- 
but  these  notes,  it  is  not  our  object  simply  to 
raue  money,  or  to  pay  debts ;  but,  in  the  para- 
lytic state  of  the  country,  we  want  a  medium 
in  which  the  reveuoes  of  the  country  can  be 
easily  oollected,  and  domestic  exchanges  be 
carried  on  without  embarraaament  to  the  hanks. 
If  these  notes  bear  interest,  their  circulation 
will  be  impeded,  if  not  stopped  entirely ;  they 
will  be  retained  on  hand  as  inveatments.  Nor, 
ur,  do  I  think  the  oltfection  that  if  they  do  not 
bear  interest  they  will  fall  below  par,  is  well 
founded.  Although  they  cannot  be  employed 
like  Epttae  ia.  p^ing  debte  abroad,  they  will 
answer  a  ftmction  which  specie  cannot  perform 
in  carrying  on  the  exchanges  of  tiie  country, 
"This  pecoliarity  of  usefalness,  in  tiie  present 
ritnabon  of  the  comitry,  will  more  than  oonn- 
torbalanoe  any  other  advantages  which  either 
bank  notes  or  specie  may  possess  over  them,  as 
a  medium  of  circolation. 

But,  sir,  I  prefer,  to  Treasory  notes  in  any 
shape,  the  medium  I  propose — hills  receivable 
in  payment  of  the  pablio  dues.  A  Treasury 
note  is  a  promise,  to  pay,  for  the  redemption  of 
which  specie  most  be  collected  and  reserved. 
A  bill  receivable  in  pqrment  ai  the  puUlo  dneH, 
la  menij  a  promise  to  teo^ve^  and  has  its 
pronise  fiilfiUed  when  reotived;  the  (me  re- 


quires the  abstraction  of  a  large  amount  of 
specie  from  circulation — the  other  not  only 
abstracts  no  specie  from  circulation,  but  will 
actually  be  equivalent  to  an  additional  supply 
of  spode  to  uie  amount  of  the  issue.  The  one 
may  Ining  the  Government  in  oolUrion  with 
the  bulks  hi  the  ^tcate  position  in  which 
they  will  be  plaoed  when  they  resume  QMcie 
paymects— the  other  win  give  the  Government 
the  means  of  collecting  Its  revenoe  without 
intrenching  in  the  least  upon  the  ro sources  of 
the  banks.  The  one  is  intended  as  a  temporary 
expedient :  it  is  a  debt^  and  the  debt  must  soon 
be  yeiA ;  the  other  is  merely  an  instrument  of 
collection,  and  can  be  kept  out  forever,  and  be 
expanded  or  contracted  as  the  wants  of  the 
country  for  the  purposes  of  exchange  uid 
ooUectiou  may  require.  For  these  reasons,  I 
prefer,  to  Treasury  notes,  bills  recdvable  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues. 

Mr.  Caicbbiuto  said  he  did  not  hdd  him- 
self re^ondble  for  the  very  extraM^inaiT 
ddlay  in  the  passage  of  the  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instilment  which  passed  last  nigtit.  But 
gentlemen  would  not  drive  him  from  the  course 
he  had  taken  in  bringing  these  bills  before  the 
House.  The  first  object  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  to  briog  the  bill  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instalment  before  the  House, 
and  have  it  acted  npon.  Their  next  olfject  was 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  to  en- 
able it  to  go  on  with  its  disbursements;  and 
with  great  deference  to  the  gentieman- frxmi 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bbix,)  who  had  become  very 
lately  the  advocate  of  the  merchants,  he  mnrt 
say,  that  he  most  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
Govemmoit  before  he  did  any  thing  dse.  We 
have  been  told  but  yesterday  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sbrobant.)  and  it  was 
repeated  again  to-day,  that  he  could  not  obtain, 
for  a  friend  of  his,  tiie  payment  of  a  draft  for 
$811.  He  would  not  budge  from  the  position 
he  had  taken,  and  he  felt  very  confident  that 
this  committee  would  not  do  so.  Gentiemen 
understood  this  question  perfectly.  It  was 
simply  whether  Congress  would  authorize  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  with  or  without  interest 
The  hill  was  printed  in  various  forms,  both  in 
this  House  and  the  Senate;  and  gentlemen 
would  make  np  thMr  minds  on  the  subject  as 
well  now  as  a  month  Itenoe. 

ICr.  Bill  made  a  fsw  remarks  in  explanation, 
contending  that  the  course  he  had  sn^ested 
before  was  the  proper  course  now  to  be  pursued. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  TmMxm,  the  amoidments 
to  the  bill  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TtJXSDAT,  October  8. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Adaus  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  diflbring  es- 
sentially in  opiuUm  as  I  do  from  that  ta  the 
geotUmaa  who  has  Jost  talran  his  ant,  (Mr. 
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Looxis,)  and  from  the  re^rt  of  the  mt^joritj 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  regtu^  to 
the  limitation  in  the  writ  of  election,  I  am 
constrained  again,  though  verj  onwiUiiwl;',  to 
address  the  Hoose  on  this  question.  Not  on 
the  question  whether  a  vacaucj  had  happened 
in  the  reDresentetton  of  the  people  of  Uissa- 
iBppi  ia  uis  Honae,  becanae  upon  that  point 
7on  have  midmtood,  from  the  obsenrations 
which  I  sabmitted  to  the  House  this  morning, 
mj  opinions  ooncnr  with  those  contained  in 
the  r4K>rt  <^  the  committee.  But  the  question 
affecting  the  right  of  the  members  from  Missis- 
sippi to  seats  on  this  fioor,  is  not  whether  a 
Taoancj  in  the  representation  of  the  State  had 
happened,  bnt  what  the  vacan^  was,  and  how 
that  vaooncj  was  to  be  fiUed. 

Kow  the  vacancj  was  of  two  seats  in  this 
House  of  members  from  the  State  of  KUsissippi 
for  the  twento^-fifth  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  which  twentj-finh  Congress  com- 
menced on  the  4th  of  March  last,  and  is  to  con- 
tinue till  the  4tb  of  3£arcb,  1880.  .That  is  the 
S5th  Congress  of  the  TTUted  Btatef^  and  that 
was*  the  Tsoancy  in  the  representation  o^  the 
peoi^  of  the  State  of  Mis^ippi ;  and  so  it  is 
understood  bj  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
of  lieotions,  who  have  reported  the  resolution, 
that  Messrs.  Clajbobnx  and  Gholboh  have 
been  doljr  eleeted  members  the  30th  Con- 
gress. 

Bat  have  thej  been  so  elected  ?  The  Consti- 
tution of  tiie  TTnited  States  provides  that  "  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  shall  be  composed  of 
members  chosen  everj  second  year  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  States."  The  term  fbr  which 
th«r  are  chosen  is  two  years. 

nie  constitation  farther  porides^  that  the 
times,  places,  and  manner  ui  holding  elections 
iat  Senators  and  Bq>reseatatiTes  shall  be  pre- 
scribed in  each  State  by  the  L^slature  there- 
of; but  the  Congress  may,  at  any  time,  bylaw, 
make  or  alter  such  regulaaona,  except  as  to  the 
I^aoes  of  diooun^  Senators. 

And  the  constitution  further  provides,  that 
when  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation 
from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  there- 
of shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
bad,  by  an  act  ef  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  (so 
much  of  which  as  relates  to  the  subject  before 
the  Honse  is  Inserted  in  the  report  m  the  Com- 
mittee Elections,)  prescribed  that  the  elec- 
tions for  members  of  Congres^  as  well  as  of 
the  Governor,  members  of  the  Legislature,  and 
othw&  should  be  held  biennially,  and  particu- 
larly ukat  the  Representatives  to  Congress  from 
that  State  should  be  elected  once  in  every  two 
years,  to  be  oompnted  from  the  first  Monday  In 
November,  in  the  year  1833.  Such  is  the 
stsoding  law  of  the  State,  and  in  enacting  it, 
the  L^lslature  appear  not  to  have  been  aware 
that  it  left  the  State  wholly  without  represen- 
tation in  this  Hall,  from  the  oommencement  of 
fvery  Congress  (m  the  4th  of  Maxob,  tiU  late  in 


November  of  every  first  Googresnonal  year; 
aud  the  consequence  is,  and  most  be,  that 
whenever  Congress  shall  meet,  whether  by 
virtue  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
special  call  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  interval  between  the  4th  of  March, 
the  day  when  the  Congress  comrncQces,  and  the 
first  Monday  in  December  thereafter,  tiie  State 
<^  Mississippi  cannot  lawftilly  be  rq>reswted  in 
the  Honse  of  Sepresentatives  of  the  United 
States. 

The  vacancy  is  created,  not  as  the  writ  <rf 
election  issued  by  Governor  Lynch  avers,  by 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the 
members  of  a  former  Congress^  but  by  the  law 
of  the  State  deferring  the  elections  oS  members 
to  a  Congress  commencing  on  the  4th  oi  Harefa 
tUl  the  sabsequent  November, 

The  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  law  of  the 
State  is  a  vacancy  which  the  Executive  of  a 
State  cannot  supply.  It  is  not  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  authority  given  him  to  supply  va- 
oanoie%  for  the  folloiraig  reasons :  Inrsl^  be- 
cause it  is  inconsistent  with  the  law  ot  the 
State  itself,  which  prescribes  that  tiie  election 
shall  be  held  once  in  every  two  years,  In  No- 
vember, and  consequently  prohibiting  its  being 
held  more  than  once  in  that  term.  Secondly, 
because  it  Is  inconsistent  with  the  provi8i(m  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  people  every  second  year. 
And,  thirdly,  because  it  would  change  tbe  ten- 
ure of  the  term  of  office,  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution to  be  for  two  years,  Into  a  tenure  of 
two  sets  of  members  from  the  some  State ;  one 
for  a  single  session  or  part  of  a  sesdon,  and  the 
other  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  two 
years. 

But  if  the  Governor  of  the  State  cannot  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  law  of  t£e 
State,  for  the  interval  of  time  between  the  401 
of  March  and  the  first  Monday  in  November^ 
still  less  con  he,  directly  in  the  face  of  the  law 
of  tiie  State,  oupply  a  vacancy  for  a  whole  term 
of  two  years.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
thinks  he  could,  and  that  his  writ  of  election, 
instead  of  aothorizing  it  to  be  held  for  a  choice 
of  members  to  sit  until  superseded  by  members 
to  be  cboeen  at  the  r^nlar  election  in  Novem- 
ber, should  have  directed  it  to  be  h^  ibr 
members  et  the  twenty-fifth  Congress,  The 
report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Sections  avows  the 
opinion  that  the  Governor,  by  introducing  into 
bis  writ  of  electitm  the  restriction  upon  the 
terms  of  service  of  the  members  to  be  ctiosen, 
transcended  his  powers.  The  report  says  that 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  was  almost  unan- 
imous that  the  writ  was  perfect  in  itself  with- 
out the  restricting  clause ;  that  its  being  there 
does  not  invalidate  the  election  held  nnder  it, 
but  that  it  may  fairly  be  rejected  as  surplus- 
age. They,  accordingly,  reject  it  as  surplnsage, 
and  present  to  the  House  a  resolution  that 
Messrs.  Clubobnk  and  Gbouoh  have  been  duly 
elected  members  of  the  tw«ity41th  Oongresa. 
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Hr.  Speaker^  I  hare  never  been  a  tenaciow 
adherent  to  the  diaorganizui^  doctrine  of  Staite 
rights.  Bai  converaaat  as  I  have  been  with 
the  Oonatitntion  of  the  United  Statea  firam  its 
(Mngin ;  AuUior  as  I  have  been  with  all  the 
oon^ver^  whioh  attended  its  progress  from 
the  I7th  of  Sept«nber,  1787,  when  it  was  pre- 
■ented  by  the  convention  at  Philadelphia  to  the 
people  ot  the  Unicm,  till  its  final  adoption  bj 
the  people  of  the  whole  thirteen  primitive 
States  of  the  Confederacy — eqnaUj  familiar  with 
all  tbe  sabaeqneot  eraitroverues  and  oollisioos 
of  power  between  the  General  and  State  Gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  between  the  several  de- 
partments of  this  GrOTernment — sworn  as  I 
have  repeatedly  been  to  support  both  the  Con- 
Btitutaoa  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  my 
native  Oomoi<mwealtii  of  Massachusetts,  and 
profonndly  reqKn^ble  as  I  h<^  and  ever  have 
n^d,  myself  to  &  tribtmal  far  b^ond  tiiis.visi- 
Ue  oinraal  apben,  for  the  fidthnl  obsbrvttnoe 
of  fbow  oaths,.  I  have  isvaiiaUy  oon^kleved  the 
government  of  this  oar  oommon  eoantry  as 
consisting  of  two  distinot,  separate,  independ- 
ent, but  interwoven  anthorities,  both  limited — 
each  sovereign  within  its  appropriate  sphere — 
each  lawfblly  powerless  to  encroach  npon  the 
appropriate  ftmctioDs  of  the  other;  and  of  all 
the  errors  which  half  a  oentnry  of  national  ex- 
istence has  brought  fortlx  to  kindle  the  torch  of 
discord  in  oar  oountry,  the  dootriae  of  nnlltfi- 
eation  is,  in  my  Judgment^  the  grMtest  and  the 
most  pemiokHu.  Jjid  next  to  that  is  the  doo- 
trine  of  nnlllfiflfttifm,  by  the  EzetmitiTO,  of  the 
acts  of  tiie  l^UativepoweF— I  do  not  mean  by 
the  veto,  before  a  lepslatlve  act  becomes  a  law 
— I  do  not  mean  by  the  oonstitational  control 
given  to  Congress  over  «ert^  acts  of  State  leg* 
kdation — ^bat  I  mean  the  anmUment,  hy  a  State 
law,  of  act  of  Oonsress,  or  the  annulment  of 
a  State  law  by  an  Ezecntive  proclamation,  or 
by  any  department  of  the  General  Government, 
except  as  authorized  by  the  constitution. 

How,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  both  these 
errors  are  involved  in  the  opinion  eniressed  by 
the  gentleman  near  me  from  New  York,  ^£r. 
LooMia,)  hi  the  report  the  Committee  of 
Eleotions,  and  In  the  reMlntion  with  whioh  it 
<Jeses,  tiiat  lUua.  OLAmonn  and  Gboisox 
have  bem  duly  elected  nmnbers  of  the  S6th 
CknunsSk  The  gentleman  from  Hew  York 
tiilDKS  the  Governor  of  tjie  State  of  Misaiamppi 
reprehensible  for  limiting  in  his  writ  the  ete<y 
tion  of  the  members  to  a  term  to  be  snperseded 
by  m^nbers  to  be  chosen  at  the  general  elec- 
tion in  November,  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the 
State.  The  report  of  tbe  Oommittee  of  Elec- 
tions considers  the  Governor  as  having,  by  In- 
serting the  restriction,  transcended  his  powers. 
They  r^ect  the  restriction  aa  snrplnsage  1 

Sir,  it  was  the  standing  law  of  the  State. 
The  law  of  the  State  surplusage  I  The  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  by  confonning  his  writ  to  the 
law  of  tiie  State,  tannsoended  Us  powers! 
Why,  what  vonld  he  have  done  If  he  had 
ondtted  the  zestriotioa  from  hia  wrUi!  He 


would  have  annulled  the  law  of  the  State  by 
proclamation.  That  would  have  been  a  tran- 
scending o£  his  powers  with  a  vengeance  I  Sir, 
tiiere  has  been  atime,  In  tfaelandm  our&thers, 
when  tbe  pretension  ct  power  in  a  kingly 
n-owned  head  to  annul  the  laws  of  the  land  1^ 
proclamation,  condncted  tiie  royal  nnllifler  to 
the  block.  As  a  democrat,  as  a  republican,  I 
should  hardly  expect  that  the  gentleman  irom 
New  York  would  be  ready  to  invest  tiie  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  with  a  dispensing  power  to  annul 
the  laws  of  the  State  by  proclamation.  As  d&< 
voted  and  ardent  supporters  of  State  rights,  I 
^puld  hardly  have  expected  from  tbe  mc^ority 
of  the  Oommittee  of  Elections,  a  charge  against 
the  Grovernor  of  tiie  State  of  Uisfflssippi,  of 
transcending  his  powers  by  strict  conformity  to 
UiA  law  of  the  State ;  uid  still  less  can  I  think 
that  this  House  wiU  adopt  a  resolution  eqtdva- 
lent  to  the  appmntment  by  this  House  of  mem- 
bers to  rei»«sent  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  from  the  close  ^tbe  present  session 
to  the  end  of  the  26th  Congress.  For  this,  aaH 
notiiing  less  than  this,  will  be  the  effect  of 
adopting  the  reaolntion  reported  by  the  minori- 
ty of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Upon  the  face  of  the  credentials  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, as  stt^  by  themselves,  they  were 
elected  to  represent  the  people  of  the  State  tit 
Missisuppi  in  this  House,  until  superseded  by 
members  to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  Slate  elcc* 
tion  in  Nov«uher.  Tel  the  resolution  reprated 
by  the  eoromittee,  dedares  that  they  shall  rep- 
resent  thepet^  of  that  State  during  the  whtHe 
of  the  20th  Congress.  The  people  of  tiie  State 
elected  them  to  serve  for  one  session.  The 
resolution  of  the  House  is  to  constitute  them 
Kepresentatives  of  tlie  people  of  Mls^ipi^ 
fh>m  the  ckise  oi  this  session  till  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

Sir,  it  is  my  very  deliberate  opinion  that  the 
election  of  the  two  members  from  the  State  of 
Misaasippi,  for  a  term,  to  be  superseded  by  others 
to  be  elected  next  November,  was  unconstitu- 
tional ;  that  no  soch  election  could  be  held,  be- 
oaase  it  is  indirect  collinon  with  that  provisi<m 
of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  which 
prescribes  that  the  membws  of  thla  House  diaU 
be  cluwen  every  otiier  year.  But  the  time,  jdaoe, 
and  manner  m  ludding  the  election,  bdng  enr 
trusted  by  the  constitution  to  the  State  L^sla- 
tnre,  and  the  Legislature  having  provided  only 
tot  an  electiou  to  be  held  once  in  two  years,  and 
that  in  the  month  of  November,  <\fter  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  of  the  Congress  for  which 
they  are  elected,  there  was  no  authority  in  the 
Stete  competent  to  ordain  an  electi(m  for  a  sin- 
gle session  of  Congress,  or  for  ^  term  short  ct 
two  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1837.  The 
election  was,  therefore,  null  and  void.  It  was 
not  an  election  for  a  single  session,  or  until 
November,  hecaoae  the  Oonstitaiion  of  the 
United  States  admito  of  no  such  election.  It 
was  not  an  election  for  the  whole  Oongreaa 
because  the  lav  ot  the  State  required  thai 
anotiier  eleotkm  for  that  purpose  ahoold  be  held 
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in  NoTember,  and  the  vrit  of  election  isBned  by 
ih&  Governor,  in  exact  conformity  to  the  law 
of  the  State,  expressly  restricted  the  term  of 
wrrioe  totheintemltall  the  regnlar  election  in 
NoTember.  If  he  had  no  power  to  insert  the  re- 
ftrietion  in  the  writ,  be  nad  none  to  issne  the 
writitself.  IftheeleotionwastobeliddftH-the 
whole-  Congress,  the  law  of  the  State  had  pre- 
scribed that  it  shonld  be  held  in  November,  ud 
it  eonld  be  held  at  no  other  time. 

The  error  of  all  this  was  Id  the  law  of  the 
State,  fixing  the  time  fbr  the  election  of  the 
State's  members  in  this  Honse  nine  months 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Congress  itself. 
The  power  of  the  Governor  was  not  competent 
either  to  repeal  this  law  or  to  snpply  its<defects. 
He  assamed  authority  to  sapply  its  defects; 
and  the  report  of  the  Oommitiee  of  Elections, 
while  chaiiKiDg  him  with  transcending  his 
powers  in  this  ossomptaon,  eonoedes  to  him  the 
power  which  he  did  not  assnme,  of  annnlling 
uie  law  of  the  Stat^  assmnes  that  he  has  an- 
nulled it,  and  stretches  the  election,  avowedly 
authorized  by  him  fur  a  term  of  three  mtrntha, 
into  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress. 

If  the  House  should  adopt  the  resolalion 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  ISections,  we  are 
yet  to  see  how  it  will  be  taken  by  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Their  law  requires 
that  the  election  of  members  to  represent 
them  in  this  House  for  the  present  Congress, 
should  be  held  next  November.  That  law  this 
House  cannot  set  aside.  This  election  most  and 
wOl  be  held,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
same  members  win  he  again  returned.  Although 
I  hold  that  the  eleetion  hy  whieh  they  now 
ocenpy  ttieir  seats  was  lirMnlar,  null,  and  void, 
I  have  been  content  that  they  shoold  hold  the 
seats,  and  wish  they  may  continue  to  hold  tiiem 
tUl  tiie  dose  of  the  sesnon ;  because,  however 
insular  the  election  may  have  been,  they  were 
octually  chosen  by  largfe  uu^orities  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  there  is  no  comparison  in  point  of 
magnitude  between  the  mere  inconvenienoe 
of  an  informal  election,  and  the  great  evil  of 
depriving  the  people  of  a  whole  State  of  their 
representation  in  this  Honse,  when  they  have 
actnally  ugnifled  their  pleasure  by  whom  they 
choose  to  he  represented.  I  woidd,  therofine, 
postpone  to  the  last  hoar  of  the  sesslni  the 
decisi(Hi  of  the  question ;  but  I  should  then  vote 
tor  the  resolntim  as  proposed  from  the  gentle- 
man fl'om  Tennessee.  The  regular  election 
would  then  be  held  according  to  the  law  of 
the  State  of  Hiansnppi;  and  as  there  is  no 
reason  for  expecting  that  the  people  of  the  State 
of  HlsiiBippi  have,  since  last  Angnst,  trans- 
ftned  thdr  preferences  to  other  persons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  members  will  be 
chosen  again.  But  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished 
that  the  Lerislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
will,  by  a  smtable  modification  of  their  election 
law,  provide  a^nst  the  recnrrenoe  of  this  de- 
fect in  tlieiT  repreaentataon  in  this  Honsa,  which 
must  otherwise  return  whenever  a  sesskm  in- 
tervenes hetwe^  the  fourth  of  ICareh,  and  tiie 
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first  Honday  in  Deoember  of  every  alternate 
year.  Other  States  are  in  the  same  situation. 
Eight  or  ten  have  been  oblwed  to  iM^d  their 
elections  dnoe  the  spedal  eul  for  the  preaoit 
sesrion  hy  the  Pretndoit  of  the  United  States. 
The  oonstitntion  no  doabt  anthnins  Chmgnas 
by  law  to  ^Iter  the  time  of  holding  the  elec- 
tion, as  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  State ;  hot 
there  never  yet  has  arisen  a  necessity  for  exer- 
OMOg  this  power  by  Congress ;  nor  shonld  it, 
witiiont  necessity,  be  exu-cised.  It  is  a  still 
more  excepti<mabie  remedy  for  the  evil  which 
is  now  proposed ;  an  assnmption  of  illc^ 
power  by  the  Governor  of  a  State,  and  the  nullifi- 
cation of  a  State  law  by  a  resolotjon  of  thisHonse. 

Hr.  CAjcBnutNo  asked  that  there  might  be 
a  call  of  the  House.  This  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  roll  was  called;  when  105  members  an- 
swered to  their  names. 

Kr.  WHRTiBsn,  of  Ohio,  sud  that^  as  there 
was  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  gentlenmi  from 
liis^sripfd  had  been  elected  for  the  present  sas- 
sioa  onJyi  or  the  whole  Congress,  he  thov^t 
it  wonld  be  the  better  plan  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  and  thus  afford  time  fix 
them  to  return  and  be  re-elected.  "With  that 
view,  he  moved  tiiat  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  with  the  amendment  thereto^ 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  that  qae^oa,  he 
aaked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Negatived — ^yeas  70,  nays  146. 

Ur.  Hatitkb  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded — ^yeas  106,  nays  61 ;  and 
the  main  qnestiMt  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Bbkos  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  cm  the 
main  qoestitm,  whioh  was  the  adoption  of  the 
res^otion  r«MM*ted  by  the  Conunittee  of  Eleo- 
tions,  that  Messrs.  Olaibome  and  Gholson  were 
entitled  to  tb^  seats;  whieh  was  ordered,  and 
were: 

Tus. — Uessn.  Anderson,  ALdrews,  Athertoo, 
BeaUy,  Bieme,  BickneU,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodbead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cun- 
breleng,  John  Cam^II,  T.  J.  Carter,  Oasey,  Cban^, 
Ch^man,  Ciney,  Claric,  CleTetand,  Coles,  CMmor, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Dan- 
can,  Edwards,  Elmore,  FarringtoD,  Fairfield,  Issac 
nebAer,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gbscodi,  WiUiam  Gm- 
bam.  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  HamBMnd,  Hamer,  Har- 
rison, HawkfaM,  HajDSS,  Hered,  Hcdsey,  Holt,  How- 
ard, Hiriiley,  Inghwi,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jacksoo, 
Jowi^  J^dnuon.  N.  Joact,  J.  W.  Jones,  KembU^ 
Kilgore,  EUngrasmith,  hmxe,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arpbaxed  Loomis,  J.  H.  Uason,  Uartin,  Uay, 
RMcCleUjin,  A.  McClell«^  McClure,  McKlm  Mlllef. 
Hontgomerr,  Hooro,  Uoigan,  S.  W.  Horria,  Huhlat 
b«g,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pannenter, 
Paynter,  Penoybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Xnamer, 
Potter,  Pratt,  PrenUas,  Relly,  Rhett,  lUtAmrdsoD, 
Rives,  Shcffer,  Bheplor,  ftnith,  ftiyder,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tumey, 
Vail,  Taaderveer,  Wegener,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  a 
White,  T.  T.  WMtUeeey,  Jued  W.  WilUams;  Wocft- 
hwton— 118. 

Mats.— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Ayciigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden.  Briggs,  W. 
B.  Gta^om,  Join  Oslhoom,  Wm.  B.  Csnpbdl,  Wm. 
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B.  Cuter,  Obamben,  (Aeatfaun,  CUlda,  downaj, 
GorwiD,  CnoMtMi,  Crockett,  Corlb,  Cuahbg,  Dar* 
HngtOD,  Dawwon,  Dftriea,  Deberrr,  Denn^  Dium, 
Brans,  Ererett,  Ewiog,  R.  Flettdier,  Kllmore,  Rice 
Otriud,  Goode,  GnTet,  Gr«imell,  OrifSn,  Hall,  Hal- 
gted,  Harian,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  Lawler,  Uncoln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Lyon.  Msllory,  Marrin,  Samson  Uason, 
Hanry,  Hazwell,  HcEennan,  Henefee,  Heroer,  Wlli- 
gsn.  Calvary  Morrb,  Noyes,  <Me,  Pattenon,  Fatton, 
Pearce,  Peck,  PhllUpa,  Pope,  Pott^  Baiidoiph,  .Reed, 
Renchep,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rnmsey,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Ser^t,  A.  H.  Sheppeni,  C.  Kicpard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Sonthgatc,  Stanly,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  TtUitwfaast,  Toland,  Toims, 
Underwood,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  WUIiams, 
a  WilUams,  J.  L.  Williams,  0.  H.  WUUams,  Wise, 
ToAe— 101. 

So  Hesara.  Gholson  and  Glaibome  were  de- 
clared to  have  been  dnljr  deoted  members  of 
the  tventr-flith  Oongren  from  the  State  oi 
Hlsstssippl,  and,  as  nuh,  entitled  to  their  leats 
on  thla  iloor. 


Wkdkwdat,  October  4. 
Treatury  JSToUt, 

The  EoQse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ^Mr.  Oonkob  in 
the  ehair,)  and  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "  to  authorize  the  issning  of  Treaanr/  notes." 

The  qnestion  was  on  the  enbstitnte  of  Hr. 
Rhbtt. 

Hr.  BroniB  said,  in  entoiag  <Xk  Lia  daties  as 
a  member  <d  thla  Hoom,  he  had  dime  ao  with  a 
fixed  determination  to  be  drawn  into  no  merely 
ftctions  oppoaitiou  to  thoae  who  administered 
the  GoTemmeni  But  it  wu  undeniable,  in 
the  high  state  of  credit  which  thia  country  en- 
Joyed,  at  home  and  abroad,  that  any  method 
of  pledging  that  credit  in  oonstttntional  form, 
wHl  enact  the  desired  object  with  equal  cer- 
tainty and  promptitude,  it,  then,  the  adminis- 
tretdoQ  has  resorted  to  a  method  which  is  most 
JiaUe  to  ezceptitm ;  which,  in  its  example,  ia 
most  dangerous ;  which  woald,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, be  ^e  least  productive  and  the  most  bur- 
densome ;  which  would  tend  to  ^sguise  from 
the  people  their  real  oonditkHi  and  liabUitiea, 
then  lie  Alt  not  raerefy  at  Bberty,  but  bound  to 
re^  It^  and  to  torn  the  Goremment  round  to 
ft  method  direet,  adrantigeona,  and  nnexoep- 
tionable. 

He  would  make  a  preliminary  remark.  The 
late  President,  Genend  Jaclnon,  had  proclaim- 
ed to  the  whole  world  that  the  bill  before  us  is 
uncoQStitaticHiBl,  and,  if  passed,  will  not  bind 
the  faith  of  the  nation.  In  hto  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  dated  Hmnitage,  28d  of 
Jnly,  1887,  hesaya: 

**  I  hi^  no  TVeasoty  notes  «ill  be  issued.  The 
Treasury  drafts  upon  actual  deports  are  constitu- 
tional, and  do  not  partake  of  paper  credits  as  Treas- 
ury notes,  which  are  sulject  to  depreciaUon,  by  the 
merchants,  and  banks,  and  shaven,  nd  Infers; 
and  will  be.  If  issued ;  and  the  GoTemment  cannot 
anid  it.  DfAnnt  nmat  it  be  with  Tkeaavy  dndks 
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drawn  upcm  aotual  depodts ;  and,  from  tlie  cooduot 
of  the  banks  and  the  merchanta,  they  deeonre  no  favoM 
ttota.  tlw  GoTemment,  whidi  Uiey  have  attempted  to 
disgrace,  and  to  destKMT  its  credit  tioth  at  hcniaasd 
abroad." 

Now,  sir,  does  this  bill  profess  to  authorize 
drafts  on  actual  depodts  in  the  Treasury,  or 
'notes  to  l>e  diaoonnted  by  merdianta,  banlu, 
shavers,  and  brokers  t  The  title  ia  "  A  bill  to 
authotize  the  issuing  Treasury  notes,"  and 
the  President  and  Secretary  are  empowered  to 
make  the  best  barf^n  they  can  with  titese 
merchants,  banks,  snavera,  and  brokers,  pro- 
vided not  more  than  six  per  cent,  be  allowed. 
Does  any  one  pretend  to  deny  that  they  encoun- 
ter the  niU  denuncuatiou  of  General  Jackson  aa 
unconstitutioualf  He  hold&  distinctly,  that 
the  p<5wer  to  borrow  money  does  not  embrace 
the  issue  of  this  kind  of  p^r. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  will  readily  believe  that 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  push  to  an  extreme 
my  fiuth  in  the  accuracy  of  General  Jaoluon's 
opinions  on  oonslitntiaial  yAxAm.  That  ia  not 
the  question.  Is  it  not  undeniable  that  meh 
opinions  are  held  by  many,  and  will  exercise  a 
wide  influence  ?  ^e  cbairtnan  <A  the  Com- 
mittee ctf  Ways  and  Means  tells  n^  that  these 
notes  are  to  And  their  resting-place  in  London ; 
in  otiior  words,  tiiis  is  a  new  form  of  loan  to 
the  United  States  fVom  the  detested  Barings. 
They  ought,  then,  to  have  a  dear  and  indispu- 
table credit  among  thme  who  have  been  soured 
and  alarmed  at  beln^  so  long  held  up  as  per- 
sons whom  it  is  mentorious  to  cheat,  because 
they  happen  to  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. Let  it  be  remembttod,  too^  that,  in 
discussing  the  probabilities  of  the  Saprane 
Court  dedarhiff  a  certain  charter  uno(matit»* 
tioual,  great  reuanee  was  placed  m  the  fint 
that  a  larae  minority  <A  the  present  judges  had 
been  appomted  by  General  Jackson.  If  ^oee 
Judges  should  adopt  his  minions  in  the  pesant 
case,  what  a  fraod  is  to  be  practised  cm  the 
purchasers  of  this  paper  1  Tnese  are  matters 
which  cannot  remun  unknown  in  that  great 
mart  of  the  world,  where  rival  stocks  are  per- 
petually struggling  for  precedence.  Nay,  dr, 
IS  it  not  poss^e  ttiat  the  agent  for  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  in  one  of  those  flnctnationB  of 
mood  to  which  he  seems  subject,  ma,y  r^ub- 
Ush,  with  aprefeoe,  the  letter  of  GenenI  Jaek- 
aon  to  Hr.  Bwr,  aahe  did  a  oertidn  oflwr  letter, 
with  a  view  to  diake  pnbUo  orafldmoe  in  aa 
American  stock? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  other  objections  to 
tilts  bill 

Ko  one  can  diut  bis  eyes  to  the  ihot,  that 
this  is  the  commencement  <d  a  new  national 
debt.  But  it  wears  a  mask  to  conceal  its  hid- 
eous cooDtenanoe.  With  what  rapturoos  Joy 
did  the  peoi^e  hail  tiieir  escape  frton  the  for- 
mer load  1  Abundant  gratitude  was  daimed, 
on  tiiat  oooarion,  for  General  Jaoksoo ;  though 
it  was  the  resultof  measorea  matured  long  be- 
fore, and  retarded,  rathw  than  advanced,  by 
the  inoreaaed  expeoditarei  of  Us  •dminiatr»< 
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lion.  There  is  plainly  now  s  trembling  timid- 
fty — a  ra(»'bid  fear— «Aer  bo  mncfa  false  boast- 
ing, to  laj  bare  tbe  fact  that  the  first  step  of 
tiie  present  administration  is  to  create  a  nation- 
al debl^  la  It  right,  sir,  tliat  the  represraita- 
tives  of  the  people  shoold  oo-operate  in  an 
effort  to  miBlead  the  people  t  How  manj  of 
oar  constituents  are  aware  of  the  tme  charac- 
ter and  operation  <^  tiua  bill  ?  I»  it  not  proper 
that  they  ehoold  be  instantly  aroused,  bo  tiiat, 
at  ^e  polls,  they  may  begin  at  onoe  to  exercise 
their  right  of  claimi^  from  candidates  a  pledge 
of  rigid  economy  f  How  is  this  debt  to  be  piud 
off!  Does  anybody  suppose  that  tiie  present 
emission  of  paper  will  render  more  available 
the  notes  of  broken  banks  which  constitute  onr 
present  .resources?  On  the  contrary,  it  wiU 
only  cause  their  still  farther  depreciation.  •  You 
will  not  be  able  to  force  thmi  even  upm  the 
reT(dnt)oiuu7  pensionen  and  the  labOTeta  ta 
your  service.  Th^  will  prove  a  total  loss  to 
the  holders,  as  was  the  case  when  the  paper 
tickets  of  irresponsible  individusla  were  super- 
seded by  the  paper  tickets  of  corporations. 
Sir,  this  thing  most  end  in  direct  taxes.  The 
necessity  may  be  shuffled  off  by  new  emissions, 
but  will  come  at  last  with  all  its  aocmnulation. 
BiwuiBe  the  matter  as  you  may,  tliese  ten  millions 
will  have  eventually  to  be  pud  out  of  the  soiL 
Unlees  the  people  are  aroused,  and  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  Lands,  the  time  will 
speedily  come  when  every  &nner,  in  preparing 
for  his  crop^  must  run  one  fluTOW  for  bimseu 
and  the  next  for  the  tax<gatherer.  Yiewisg 
tbe  matter  even  on  party  gnrands,  how  is  it 
that  an  adminlstratim,  pknged  to  follow  in  the 
fboteteps  of  General  Jaofcsonj  begins  its  career 
by  oreating  a  debt  of  tea  millions,  in  s  mode 
irhif^  General  Jackson  has  ^wifmnffwl  as  dan- 
gnoua  and  nnooiuUtational  I 

3ybr*  Ghainnanj  it  has  ever  been  a  subject  of 
r^ret  and  astonishment  tiiat  our  mode  of  rais- 
ing money  is  one  that  invites  prodi^^ty  and 
extravagance,  and  tends,  most  speedily,  to  ex- 
haust oar  credit.  Our  wisest  statesmen  have 
warned  us,  over  and  over  agun,  of  the  fatal 
impolicy  of  ever  incurring  a  debt,  without,  at 
the  same  tinuLproviding  a  specific  ^d  for  its 
redemption,  xfven  durmg  iLe  late  war,  when 
there  was  a-disposiUon  to  put  every  thiu  at 
risk,  in  sustuning  the  ooontry,  witboat  lotwng 
to  consequenoea,  you  will  find  that  the  voice 
<tf  aaipK^ous  men  was  raised  in  protest  ag^nst 
this  Gnprovideoce.  Thus,  in  the  debate  of  the 
9th  of  April,  1814,  on  the  subject  of  Treasury 
notes,  a  patriotic  member  of  tbe  House  (tf  Bep- 
reeentaUves,  Mr.McKim,  used  this  language : 

**Vr.  UcKim  nid  he  sbonld  be  sorry  to  deny 
to  file  geotleman  the  contte^  of  baviiw  Us  resolu- 
tion reared,  were  it  not  fer  one  conddendiRi.  If 
tiw  gentlemtn  woold  add  to  Us  inoliOB  a  piopodtion 
for  sndi  fintitef  tax  as  should  be  neecMry  to  redeem 
tbe  Aotet  when  they  became  dae,  be  sbmdd  eon  our 
fat  Us  motion.  But  be  asked  of  the  House  to  like 
a  ddibente  view  of  tlik  airi^  baton  tb^  MiKMd 
thereeolnrtoD.  If  there  VM  any  one  point  on  which 


GoTCRuneot  Aoald  be  eutiont,  tt  should  be  its 
credit;  enda  lenid  fortbe  etedit  ot  the  Govern* 
men!  would  not  jitstify  the  iasidng  of  tbeee  notes 
without  provi^Dg  for  their  redempnon." 

Nay,  rir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self, in  his  recent  report^  adnata  the  fanpOTtasoe 
of  such  a  provision : 

"  In  connection  with  tbe  isRue  of  any  Tre— uiy 
notes,  h  is  bdieved  to  be  wise  to  make  unple  provi- 
don  for  tbeir  eeriy  and  final  redemption." 

Why  has  this  been  neglected?  Why  is  It 
that  Congress  ahall  grant  money  with  reckless 
precipitation,  omitting  the  precautions  against 
abuse  which  even  an  oxeontive  oiBoer  haa 
pointed  ootf 

Hr.  B.  he  oould  not  fbrbear  to  press 
upon  the  House  the  warning  of  the  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  IVeunry,  as  to  the  emisnon  (tf 
paper  money  ij  this  Govemmoit: 

"  The  emittbg  of  paper  money  hy  the  antbority 
of  the  Government  is  wisely  protUbited  to  the  indi- 
vidual  States  by  the  national  constitution,  and  the 
spirit  that  prohibition  ought  not  to  be  disr^atded 
by  the  Govenunent  <^  the  United  States.  Aoi^ 
paper  emissions,  under  a  general  auUiori^,  n^nt 
have  some  advantages  not  applicaUe,  and  be  free 
fVom  some  disadvantages  which  are  applicaUe,  to  tbe 
like  emisaidn  by  the  States  eeparatdy,  yet  tlwy  are 
of  a  nature  «o  liable  to  abme,  and,  it  may  even  be 
affirmed,  so  certain  of  being  abased,  that  tbe  wisdMs 
of  GoTeminent  will  be  shown  in  never  trtuting  itself 
with  the  use  of  so  sednciiw  and  dangerous  an  ezpe- 
tSent"  "  The  stamping  of  paper  is  an  operation  so 
much  easier  than  the  l^ing  of  taxes,  that  a  Govern- 
ment in  the  practice  ot  pqwr  emisrions  would  nrely 
iail,  in  any  such  emergency,  to  indulge  iteclf  too  far 
b  tiic  employment  of  that  resource,  to  avoid  as  madi 
as  poe»bie  one  less  anq4dous  to  present  popularity." 

Here,  rir,  von  find  ^alnly  dlaelosed  to  na  the 
real  motive  for  a  lesort  to  Oovemmoit  p^er. 
It  is  "less  anspidoua  to  present  popularity  to 
adopt  a  coarse  wUch  would  compel  the  people 
to  panse  and  to  reflect  upon  the  fdXj  and  im- 
posture that  have  broognt  us  to  our  present 
condition." 

Are  we,  nr,  prepared  to  run  over  again  a 
career  of  improvidence,  without  the  shadow  of 
a  pretext,  and  against  all  tbe  lessons  of  wisdom 
and  wqierienoe  t  Sir,  tiie  present  times  afford 
little  aeope  for  ambition,  or  reward  tat  the  toils 
of  (^Boe.  Bat  this  administratiMi  has  pot  arida^ 
from  narrow,  temporary,  and  aelflsh  oonridera- 
ti<ms,  anoi^KKtnnurfMtearniBgtlielaathigimti- 
tude  of  posterity,  aol  aehievim  a  great  ^th  tri- 
umph, by  placing  this  matter  on  Tta  tme  basil. 

What  I  repeat,  is  now  the  fond  mainly  look- 
ed to,  for  the  redemption  of  these  Treasury 
notes  I  Why,  sir,  the  claims  which  we  hold  on 
broken  banks,  and  the  vague  hope  that  they 
will  grow  better  daring  the  next  year,  in  which 
we  are  going  to  wage  a  war  of  extermination 
agi^nst  those  institntions.  Ko,  sir  [  There  Is 
not  the  least  hope  or  expectation  of  aid  fh}m 
that  qnarter.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
the  only  daim  to  credit  which  these  notes 
posaeaa^ifl  the  fiut^  that  th^  oonatitnte  *  Um 
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OB  every  Inch  of  real  estate  in.  the  ooantrj,  and 
most  be  dlsoharsed  out  of  the  hard  labor  of  the 
oonntry.  Bat  the  administration  dares  not  ae* 
knowledge  this  to  the  people.  It  does  not  feel 
strong  enough  to  do  bo.  Ooncealinent  isne- 
eesaary.  For  this  rery  reason,  sir,  I  renst  the 
project.  T  say  to  the  administration,  oome  out 
h&rlj  and  openly,  so  that  the  people  may  see 
what  Is  l>eford  Hiem ;  do  this,  and  I  will  ofaeer- 
folly  oo-oper^  with  yoo. 

Mr,  Obaimian,  there  Is  a  paTagntt)h  in  the 
Fn^ent'a  Message,  to  whloh  I  oonld  not  Usten 
withoot  pein  at  the  light  in  whitdi  it  most  place 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  oonntry  before  all 
those  who  have  watched  the  coarse  of  events. 
I  tdlude  to  the  passage  in  whloh  he  adrerts  to 
a  prophecy  that,  under  a  State  charter,  the 
FennsylvaDia  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
prove  stronger  than  ever.  Bir,  I  think  that 
such  antioipations  were  justifiable.  It  might 
well  be  supposed  that,  on  escaping  from  the 
constitutional  Bcruples  which  olpgged  her  for- 
mer exiateace,  and  fh>m  the  party  contests 
which  peipetoally  soiKht  to  inTidve  her  in 
their  Tort«x,  there  woold  be  no  longer  « motive 
for  peraecatitm.  It  was,  donbtlwa,  bdieved 
that  many  even  of  tlie  politioiana  who  had  Join- 
ed in  a  cry  against  the  bank,  in  order  to  keep 
atHTMit  of  a  supposed  popular  current,  would 
riadly  atone  to  their  own  consciences  by,  at 
kast,  an  amnesty.  Was  it  not  rational  to  pre- 
sume that  the  States  woqM  cordially  welcome 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  ft6m  its  career 
of  quiet  usefulness  t  And,  when  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  had  thrown  round  it  her  eegis, 
was  it  to  be  apprehended  that  those,  at  least, 
who  had  been  so  long  indulging  in  sentimental 
regrets  over  "  the  lost  rights  of  the  States," 
would  be  &9  first  to  trample  upon  snefa  as  are 
Tmqnesticnablel  And  jet,  rir,  how  was  it? 
Ton  well  know  tbe  mbseqaeiit  hisbMT-.  The 
topic  was  too  precions  for  demagognes  to  be 
almndoned.  Party  fires  had  begun  to  wane  and 
languish  for  want  of  the  aoonstomed  blast  and 
aliment.  The  war  assmned  a  oharaetw  ^  nn- ; 
preoedented  fiercenees.  Before  the  wax  of  the  ] 
charter  was  cold,  yon  saw  the  great  State  of 
Ohio,  under  the  influence  of  party  excitement, 
passing  a  law  to  inflict  t^e  heaviest  penaltiee 
upon  any  one  of  her  oitizens  or  corptHvtions 
who  should  dare  to  act  as  the  agent  of  that 
bank.  We  of  Fittsburg  well  know  that  the 
result  of  this  shi^e  Uov  was  to  pnralyz&  in  a 
great  mesBare,  uie  westwn  Imdness  of  the 
rank.  There  wsa  denied  evira  a  light  of  w^, 
and  it  became  almost  periloiis  to  q>en  in  OMo 
a  letter  connected  with  her  affairs.  Ton  saw, 
also,  under  the  same  Impulses,  the  branch  ex- 
pelled, on  a^bwdayt*  notice,  from  MissomL 
And  in  other  qnarters,  so  ttr  tmrn  being  per- 
mitted to  take  the  position  of  a  regulator,  she 
has  been  compelled  to  pass  an  obecure  and  un- 
easy existence,  constantly  aasuled  by  party 
clamor,  and  with  tiie  Government  and  its  min- 
ions ready  and  eager,  at  any  moment,  to  aeoond 
aUow  at  her  Intororta, 
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And  who,  sir,  took  the  lead  in  that  crusade  t 
The  writer  of  tliis  very  liesaa^.  You  saw 
him,  with  astonishment,  arraigning  the  sover- 
eign Bti^  of  Penn^lvania  for  a  high  misde- 
meanor, before  a  Olncinnati  dinner-table.  Yon 
saw  him  addressing  to  that  dinner-party  an  in- 
flammatory letter,  nrging  tiiem^  amidst  their 
oi^es,  to  lift  high  the  wine-cup  in  pledge  of 
etems^  hostility  to  our  Pennsylvania  institn- 
tion.  And  yet,  sir,  he  who  has  suooesBfollj 
employed  the  inflnenee  of  his  high  station  as 
Vice  Prendent  in  efforts  to  cripple  that  insti- 
tnlMHi— to  baffle  all  her  exertions  to  be  dlfib- 
sively  useful — now  sneers  in  this  high  state 
paper  at  the  saaguine  hopes  with  which  aha 
entered  on  her  new  career  f 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  complaint  here  that, 
amidst  the  falling  to  pieces  of  tbe  system  of  over- 
banking,  to  whicb  your  policy  gave  unrestricted 
scope,  me  Pennsylvania  institution  did  not  con- 
tinue to  pay  spede.  From  whom  is  tlus  heard  f 
From  those  who  had  destroyed  her  natimial  dhar- 
acter,  and  with  it  all  acconntobiltty  to  the  na- 
tion ;  from  thcoe  who  had  l^ken  down  tbe  only 
barrier  aghast  over-issnes  of  psfw,  whldi  then, 
"like  to  an  entered  tide,"  had  nuhed  by  and 
flooded  the  country;  from  those  who  had  com- 
pelled her  to  wind  up,  and  to  dispose  of  her  ro- 
Boaroes  at  a  long  credit ;  from  those  who,  in 
1888,  declared  that  she  was  a  reptile  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  and 
tbat  she  had  been  bronsht  to  her  knees  at  the 
first  blow  Of  tbe  State  banks  1 "  Surely,  it  w 
of  the  essence  of  modesty  and  consistency  that 
sndh  oom^aints  should  proceed  from  such  a 
quarter.  But,  forsooth,  she  might,  as  she  as- 
serts, have  oontinned  specie  payments.  Be  it 
80.  The  &ot  oannot  well  be  questioned  1^ 
those  who  ring  m  onr  eara  her  tranendons 
power  and  resoonea.  But  would  saoh  a  coarse, 
if  practicable,  have  reUered  the  ooontry  t  Ev- 
ery candid  man  must  admit  that  exactly  the  rfr< 
verse  would  have  been  the  case.  If  she  con- 
tinued to  pay  out  specie,  she  must  resort  to 
measures  to  compel  a  similar  oomse  on  tiie 
part  of  others.  Ajid  who  does  not  see  the  wide- 
spread ruin  that  must  have  ensaed  1  Look  at 
the  bill  upon  yonr  table  for  the  a^jnstment  of 
(daims  upon  the  deposit  banks.  Before  a  resort 
to  suit,  yon  provide  for  the  offer  to  receive 
payment  in  protracted  instalments.  This  is  al- 
ready proBonneed,  gentlemen  from  the  quar- 
ters in  whidi  they  are  located,  to  be  wpneAn 
mA  minons.  Tet  yon  reproaoh  tbe  Peun^rl^ 
vania  bank  for  not  havina  taken  the  poaitimi 
.which  woold  have  oompeUed  a  for  diaiper  and 
more  peremptory  action  on  her  part.  It  seems 
to  be  the  misfortane  of  gentlemen,  otherwise 
amiable  and  just,  to  oatoh  the  s^t  which  pre- 
vails here,  and  to  suppose  that  a  capacity  for 
mischief  necessarily  implies  tbe  exercise  of  it. 
No^  sir  I  If  the  whole  force  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  could  not  sostaui  a  league  of  banks,  the 
Penn^lvania  ioBtitution  mi^t  well  decline  to 
becmne  an  iiistnuiiont  for  gratifring  tiie  blind 
and  angovemable  rage  with  wh^  tbe  Exeoa- 
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ivre  was  disposed  to  turn  upon  tliose  who  had 
been  ao  long  the  oblects  of  ealogT*  and  favorit- 
ism. She  did  wisely,  I  think,  not  to  exhaust 
herself  in  an  effort  to  destroy  them,  but  to  re- 
serve whatever  strength  she  possessed  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the 
coontry  from  the  evils  into  whioh  misgoTem- 
ment  had  plunged  it. 

Sir,  after  destroying  the  best  eamiMiiy  with 
which  any  eonntiy  was  ever  blest,  the  friends 
<tf  tiie  administration  tell  ns  ^at  they  have 
coQStitotional  scruples  about  meddling  farther 
with  the  subject ;  it  is  no  concern  of  tiieirs ; 
Aey  donbt  their  right  to  care  the  mischief  they 
bare  inflicted.  Suppoae,  sir,  one  of  yoor  naval 
commanders  should  insist  on  taking  under  con- 
voy a  fleet  of  American  merchantmen.  He  de- 
clares tliat  he  has  the  only  accnrate  charts; 
that  he  is  familiar  with  every  shoal  of  the 
obaund,  and  every  indentation  of  the  coast 
But,  in  the  midst  of  difficulty  and  danger — 
with  breakers  around,  and  signals  of  distress 
emywhere  flying,  he  is  seen  refltsing  the  aid 
<^  a  ringle  bo«t  or  anohor,  end  abandoning  to 
their  Ikte  the  victims  of  his  ignonuwe  and  yn- 
Bomption.  Would  it  be  snfflelent  for  saek  an 
officer  to  say,  as  has  been  arga«d  here,  *'  mine 
was  a  national  ship  intended  to  meet  the  public 
enemy ;  hoA  I  rendered  asristance  on  that  oo- 
cftsioD,  the  n^  request  would  be  to  throw 
overboard  my  guns  for  the  more  convenient 
transportation  of  merchandise  f  "  If  such  ar- 
guments would  be  met  by  universal  scorn  and 
execration,  must  not  the  country  regard  with 
similar  feelings  the  course  of  the  dominant 
party! 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  contended  that 
the  nation  will  cheerfbllr  saorifloe  itself  for  a 
metaphor.  The  w«d  dworee  is  to  reconcile  us 
to  every  evil.  This  seemed  to  him  a  ringnlar 
notion,  with  regard  to  a  people  supposed  to 
cherish,  in  an  especial  manner,  all  the  endear- 
ing ties  and  sympathies  of  domestic  life.  The 
word  has  been  supposed  to  bring  up  the  most 
melancholy  images ;  it  ^  qteaks  of  violated  faith 
— of  ungovemaue  passnons— of  a  desolated  fire- 
side. The  most  remarkable  case  on  record  is 
that  of  Henry  VIII. ;  on  whioh  rests  the  yet 
unmitigated  execration  ot  mankind.  There, 
too,  the  talk  was  of  8tate  policy ;  and  even  re- 
ligion was  pressed  into  service  as  the  handmaid 
of  lust  The.  purest  statesman  of  the  age  was 
led  to  the  block  for  his  opinlom  abont  the  di- 
vorce. Sir,  what  has  been  the  past  career,  and 
what  is  tilie  presmt  state,  of  tue  poly  In  this 
matter?  Ton  have  long  rinoe  madly  broken 
away  firom  a  legal  connection,  sanctified  by  a 
happy  wid  serene  cohabitation  of  forty  yeam 
In  your  downward  course  firom  respeot^illty, 
yon  next  took  to  your  pets,  to  the  inudte  shame 
and  mortification  of  all  decent  persons  who 
looked  on.  And  now  you  are  wearied  of 
them,  and  wish  to  go  upon  the  town  at  \aTge  I 
This  craving  for  novelty — ^this  change  of  doxies 
~yon  dienify  with  the  nune  of  a  dtsorM^ 
wldch  shdl  cwside  ns  in  the  nldak  of  our  oft- 
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lamities.  The  man  whom  you  have  dejmved 
of  the  chance  of  earning  a  dinner  for  his  wife, 
is  to  ^  home  and  comfort  her  with  talk  alboat 
the  divorce  I 

Hr.  RoBUtTsoN  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
bill,  whether  designed  to  raise  revenue  or  to 
create  a  drcukting  medium.  As  a  revenue 
measure  he  beliered  it  unnecemary,  and,  under 
that  impression,  be  was  unwilling,  at  this  time 
of  general  presnire.  to  incur  a  new  debt  or  levy 
upon  the  people  ad^tional  burdens.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasnry  antidpates  a  defidt  of 
five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  <Hily.  He  pro- 
poses to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  set 
apiui  for  the  States^  or  to  reswt  to  some  other 
resource  for  a  sum  equal  to  ten  roilliona  of  dol- 
lars ;  which  he  ^ves  us  to  understand  will  meet 
all  necessary  expenses,  and  leave  a  surplus  at 
one  million  for  the  mint,  and  three  or  four  mil- 
lions for  sudden  and  contingent  calls.  The 
same  view  is  presented  still  more  distinctly  by 
the  President  in  his  Uessage,   Be  tells  us : 

"  The  sum  necesMiy  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
beyond  the  iHobable  receipts  and  the' amount  it  wia 
faiteiKled  dionld  bekftlnlihe  Tressury  at  dieeon^ 
mnoooBmit  of  the  year,  will  be  about  six  nJlliona." 

He  makes  this  estimate  on  the  supposition 
that  indulgence  will  be  extended  on  the  mer- 
chants' bonds.  Adverting  to  the  means  at 
supply,  he  says: 

"  It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  amoont  te- 
quired  by  loans  or  increased  Uxation.  There  are 
DOW  in  the  Treasury,  $9,867,214,  directed  by  the  aet 
of  SSd  June,  1886,  to  be  deposited  with  the  States 
in  October  nexL" 

He  then  recommends  the  use  of  this  sum,  as 
the  whole  or  the  greater  part  will  be  wanted 
to  defh^  existing  appropriatiras.  Well,  rir, 
we  have  granted  the  sum  required,  in  the  verj 
mode  recommended  by  the  Executive,  by  vi<v 
lating  our  engagement  solemnly  made  with  the 
States ;  and  now,  before  we  niave  determined 
whether  any  or  what  indulgence  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  the  merchants  or  the  banks,  we  are 
called  upon  to  authorize  an  issue  of  ten  millions 
in  Treasury  notes,  making  (exdnsive  of  the 
sum  withheld  from  the  States)  about  fwty-six 
millions  for  the  current  year.  It  is  true  the 
Preddent  proposes  this  issue,  not  in  addition 
to  the  fbnds  withheld  from  the  States,  but 
temporarily,  and  only  until  the  amount  can  be 
oollected  fh>m  the  banks,  Bnt  there  is  no 
pretence  that  the  banks  are  insolvent ;  nor  is 
thm  any  proof  that  the  whtde  or  some  part 
•t  least «  what  thciy  owe  may  not  speedily  be 
ooQeoted  or  made  andlahle.  We  well  know 
that  bitiierto  drafts  upon  them,  whether  pdd 
or  not,  have  served  tbe  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; indeed  that,  even  wtftn  protested 
these  drahe  have  readily  sold  in  the  market  at 
a  premium  of  six  or  seven  per  cent.  If  six 
millions  only  of  the  sum  wrested  from  the 
States  can  be  oonmianded,  they  will  sofiice,  as 
the  President  himself  infcnina  ua,  for  the  ser- 
vice d  the  present  jrear.  Yet  we  ore  to  iame 
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ten  millions  in  Treasnrj  notes,  redeeraabld  at 
tbe  ezpiratioa  of  twelve  months ;  six  millions 
to  Bupply  what,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
we  may  ohtun  from  the  banks  indebted  to  ns, 
or  make  available  bj  drafts  upon  them ;  and 
the  residue,  avowedly,  to  provide  or  keep  up  a 
Burplns  for  the  mint,  and  for  unforeseen  con- 
tingencies. I  question  much,  sir,  the  propriety 
of  this  annnai  appropriation  for  the  mint. 
There  is  reason  to  fear  that  we  are  making 
money  there  at  a  heavy  expense,  and,  if  so,  the 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  a  losing  concern  the  bet- 
ter. As  for  the  snrplus  for  sudden  emergen- 
cies, the  very  contingency  has  occurred  for 
using  whatever  portion  of  it  may  remain ;  and 
I  wonld  sooner  expend  every  dollar  of  it  than 
issae  a  Treasury  note,  or  impose  a  burden  of 
any  kind  upon  tbe  country.  This  is  not  the 
time  to  create  or  retain  an  idle  snrplna  of  three 
or  four  millions  in  the  Trensnry. 

Bat  funds,  it  is  aaid,  are  wanting  to  carry  on 
what  is  called  the  Florida  war.  If  that  be  so, 
profoundly  Ignorant  as  we  are  still  kept  of  the 
true  cause  of  that  war,  discreditable  as  its  con- 
duct has  been  to  the  administration,  I  am  ready 
to  vote  adequate  supplies  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  our  fl*ontier  settlements.  But  has 
the  Execntive  called  for  a  further  appropriation 
for  tibat  object  ?  If  there  be  in  the  Mess^  the 
most  distant  allusion  to  such  an  appropriation, 
it  has  escaped  my  notice.  The  President  sums 
up  in  a  single  paragraph  the  objects  to  which 
he  invites  our  immediate  attention : 

To  regaUte,  by  law,  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbuneiDent  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  dengnate 
tbe  fUnds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment; to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  promptly 
every  demand  umh  it ;  to  prencribe  the  tenns  of 
indulgence  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adoptied 
as  veil  in  collecting  from  in^riduals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  aa  in  irithdrairiDg  it  from  fonner 
depositories ;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  snch  futber 
measures,  widiin  the  constitutional  competency  of 
(bngresB,  ta  wlU  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the 
enterprise  and  to  promote  the  pn^ertty  of  the 
eonntry." 

These  are  the  reasons  assigned  for  tbe  pres- 
ent inconvenient  and  unseasonable  convocation 
of  Congress.  Yet  my  colleague  (Mr.  Wissj  may 
have  been  right  in  suggesting  that  the  tme 
motive  is  to  be  found  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
Tidinff  further  means  to  carry  on  the  war  in 
Florida,  For,  of  Uie  varlona  ol^eots  supposed 
to  require  immediate  leglsla^n,  there  Is  not 
one  which  the  Ezeontive,  in  the  pleaitnde  of 
its  authority,  has  not  already  provided  fbr,  or 
which  ihi^bt  not  have  been  deferred  without 
much  detriment  to  the  public  interests,  till  the 
regular  period  of  oor  annnai  session. 


TnuBSDAT,  October  6. 

Jt'otionaZ  Bank. 

The  House  passed  to  the  nnflnlahed  bodness 
of  yertardi^,  vhidi  was  the  oouddentiwi  ci 


tbe  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient 
to  charter  a  national  bank ;  and  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  Skbobant's  motion  to  refer  tlie 
resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Cusmciir  said  that  believing  every  gen- 
tleman to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  qaes- 
ti<ni  in  relation  to  the  expediency  ol  ohartering 
ft  national  bank,  and  that  the  state  of  the  pnb- 
lio  husineas  woold  not  permit  frf  its  fmher 
discQsdon,  he  moved  tlurpreviona  question. 

The  previous  qneation  was  seconded— ajes 
88,  noes  80. 

The  main  question  was  then  reported  aa  tdlf 
lows: 

JUaolved,  That  it  is  Inexpedient  to  cbartn  a  nar 
tionaltMok. 

Mr.  Wise  called  fye  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main,  qoeetion,  which  were  ordered,  and  were : 
Tus.— HesBS.  Andnson,  Andrewi^  Atherton, 

Beatty,  Bieme,  Bidcndl,  Birdaall,  Booldin,  Brod* 
bead,  Bniyn,  Buchanan,  Bynam,  Cambreleng,  T.  J, 
Carter,  Casey,  Ctiapman,  Ciltey,  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Cwmor,  Craig,  Crory, 
Cushman,  Dairaoo,  Dave&  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  f  (difield,  Isaac  Fletclier,  Try,  GoUup, 
Gholaon,  Glascock,  Grantlond,  Oray,  Griffln,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Homer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynea, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  HuMej,  William  H. 
Hunter,  R.  H.  T,  Hunter,  Incham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J, 
JacIiBon,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jooea, 
Kilgore,  KUngensmttb,  Legire,  Leadbetter,  Leiris, 
Lo^n,  Arpbaxed  Loonds,  Lyon,  Malloty,  J.  U. 
Mason,  Uaitin,  McKay,  A.  HcOUan,  UcClore,  Mo- 
Elm,  Miller,  Montecnnery,  Moore,  Morgan,  H.  Moiris, 
&  W-  Mollis,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  0^  Owens, 
Pidmer,  Farmenter,  Potton,  Paynter,  ^nnybadcer, 
Petrikin,  Fbelpe,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
FrenUss,  Beily,  Bhett,  Blves,  Robertson,  Sheffer, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Steward, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Titiu,  Touc^, 
TowuL  Tiimey,  Vanderveer^W^gener,  Webster,  T. 
T.  Wmttlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthingt<ni, 
Tell— 128. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adsms,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  William  6.  Gua^t^ 
Clumbers,  Clieatbani,  CSiIlda,  Corwin,  CnostOl^ 
Crockett,  OnrUs,  Cubing,  Darlington,  Daviei,  De- 
be  ny,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everatt,  Ewing,  Uuurd 
Fleteber,  Fillmore,  Bice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Gtsr 
ham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hoi- 
sted, Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  J^fer, 
Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Lawler,  Un- 
coln,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Harrin,  Bwnson  Mason, 
Maury,  Vxj,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Xeroer, 
MUligan,  GalToty  Morris,  Naylor,  Patterscm,  Pearosi 
Peck,  FhilUps,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randid]^ 
Reed,  Rentier,  lUdgway,  Rumsey,  Roasell,  Seigeaot, 
Augustine  H.  Sbopperd,  diaries  Sb^Mud,  SUey, 
Slade,  Sootbgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  TilUnriiast,  To- 
land.  Underwood,  A.  B.  White,  John  WUte,  Eliaha 
Whittfesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sberrod  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  WUliama,  Caiiistopher  H.  Williama,  Wise,  Yoriu 
—91. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  it  is  ineipedieut 
to  eharter  a  nattonal  bank. 
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Sub-7¥eatury  BiU. 

The  bill  ft-om  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
imposincr  additional  duties  in  oertain  cases  on 
pablio  offlcers,"  was  taken  xxp  on  its  reference. 

Ur.  OAHBRBLENa  remarked  that,  as  this  bill 
oorrespocded  in  almost  all  Its  provisions  with 
the  HoQse  bill  under  the  same  title,  rq>orted 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  and 
referred  to  the  CtHnmlttee  of  the  Wh<^  on  the 
■tate  of  the  Union,  he  had  been  ioetnieted  by 
the  Gommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move 
that  tills  Un  be  at  onoe  oommitted  to  the  same 
Oomndttee  of  the  Whole  as  the  other. 

The  motloQ  was  assented  to, 

Treatury  Note  Bill. 
The  Hoose  proceeded  to  the  oonrideradon 
of  the  '*  bill  to  authorize  the  Issidng  of  Treasury 

notes." 

The  bill  had  been  amended  entirely  in  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  a  sabstttnte  submitted 
by  Hr.  0&MBRBLSI7O  adopted. 

Mr.  Fletoheb,  of  Uaasachnsetts,  said :  The 
bill  before  us  is  indirect  and  deoeptilTe ;  oalon- 
lated  to  conceal  the  real  nature  and  oljject  of 
the  measure  which  is  pn^>osed.  It  is  entitied 
a  Un  to  anthorice  the  issue  Treasury  notes. 
Why  not  caD  it  a  bill  to  anthorizo  the  employ- 
tnent  of  additional  clerks?  Or,  a  bill  to  punish 
fbvgery  in  oertain  cases  I  Both  of  whioh  are 
just  as  much  ]vorided  for  in  the  bill  as  is  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes ;  and  either  of  which 
would  jnst  as  well  express  the  real  object  of 
the  bill  as  the  title  which  it  bears. 

The  bill  bears  a  false  title ;  it  carries  upon 
its  front  a  false  name ;  it  imports  what  it  is 
not ;  or  rather  it  does  not  Import  what  in  fact 
it  is ;  it  is  deceptive.  Wherever  else  desiniing 
artifice  may  prevail,  let  it  not  corrupt  onr  legis- 
lation. Let  UB  deal  frankly  and  openly  with 
the  people.  When  we  take  iheh*  money,  let  us 
tdl  them  so ;  let  it  he  taken  openly  and  avow- 
edly, not  covertly  and  in^rectly.  Take  their 
money  and  tell  then  so ;  but  do  not  pick  their 
pooketal 

When  the  people  ore  to  be  subjected  to  a  lia- 
bility of  ten  millions,  they  shonld  be  informed 
of  the  fiict  dearly  and  distinctly ;  tliere  shonld 
be  no  concealment  in  word  or  thought.  The 
bill  before  us  is,  in  truth,  a  bill  to  authori»  a 
loan  of  ten  miUions.  What  we  want  Is  a  loan, 
and  we  ought  in  fitlmess  and  truth  to  say  so. 
To  c^l  tiie  bill  by  a  name  that  does  not  fidrly 
import  its  cbaracto- ;  thus  to  treat  it  as  some- 
thing different  from  what  it  really  ia,  does  not 
0(Hnp(Hi  with  what  ought  to  he  th«  oharaoter 
of  ua  Goremment. 

We  have  already,  sir,  passed  a  bill  entitled 
an  act  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of 
deposit  wiui  the  States.  I  fear,  sir,  that  bill 
Tuses  expectations  only  to  disappoint  tliem. 
That  payment,  if  it  were  really  intended,  might 
as  well  be  made  now  as  ever.  I  fear,  sir,  the 
fitates  will  expeot  it  in  vain.  Pos^tonement, 
in  oil  probal^ny,  wUl  turn  out  to  mew  nped. 
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The  expectation  of  pavment  at  a  fbtnre  time 
will  prove,  I  ^prehend,  a  delnnve  expectation. 
Sir,  I  protest  agunst  duplicity  in  any  form, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  The  relation 
whioh  we  sustain  towards  the  people  demands 
from  us  the  strictest  truth,  uid  smcerity.  They 
have  placed  confidence  in  ns-  they  have  en- 
trusted to  us  their  rights  and  interests;  and 
they  have  on  undeniable  claim  to  be  informed 
fully  and  dearly,  without  dlsgidse,  as  to  every 
thing  we  do,  and  every  thing  we  inteud.  The 
title  and  the  form  of  tiiis  InS  are  calculated,  id 
my  opinion,  to  disguise  fhnu  the  people  that 
we  are  borrowing  money  uptm  their  credit; 
and,  in  that  point  ot  view,  the  bill  is  obnozioiu 
to  serious  ol^jections. 

There  is  another  objection,  which  must  press 
with  great  weight  upon  those  sentlemen  who 
hold  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitution, 
who  hold  that  Congress  has  no  powers  except 
those  expressly  granted  to  it.  Those  gentle- 
men, who  cannot  find  in  the  coostltntion  any 
power  to  charter  a  national  bank,  where  do 
they  find  the  power  to  issue  Treasory  notes,  or 
bills  of  credit ;  for  Treasury  notes,  designed  to 
oiroulste  as  ourrenoy,  are  ndther  more  nor  lesi 
than  hills  of  credit !  Ko  sndi  power  ht  sny- 
where  expressly  granted. 

The  framers  of  the  con^tation  had  seen  and 
felt  the  evils  oi  Qovernment  paper  money. 
The  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit  was  expresuy 
withheld  from  the  States;  it  was  not  expressly 
given  to  the  General  Government.  How,  then, 
does  the  General  Qovernment  obtain  it  t  It 
will  be  said  that  it  is  included  under  tiie  i>ower 
to  borrow  money.  Let  ns  see  how  tfaat  inter- 
pretation will  answer. 

No  one  will  deny  to  the  several  States  the 
power  to  borrow  money — a  power  which  they 
exercise  every  day  without  objeetioa.  But  ft 
is  oertain  that  the  States  cannot  issue  bills  of 
credit  The  power  to  bwrow  m<H»y,  then, 
does  not  neoeuarily  incdnde  the  power  to  issue 
UUs  of  credit ;  and,  although  the  Government 
has  undoubtedly  the  power  to  borrow  money, 
that  power  to  borrow  money  does  not,  by  any 
means,  necessarily  imply  a  power  to  issue  bills 
of  credit.  I  found  this  argument  upon  the 
views  of  those  gentlemen  who  hold  to  a  strict 
construction  of  the  coustitutiou,  without  in- 
tending to  express  any  opinion  of  my  own 
upon  this  constitutional  point.  The  only  exer- 
cise of  this  power  by  the  General  Government 
occurred  during  the  lato  war  with  Great  Brit- 
am.  The  Government,  In  the  first  place,  en- 
deavored to  obtiun  a  loan  in  the  usual  vnr. 
The  attempt  £kUed;  the  loan  could  not  M 
obtained ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  neoes^^,  the 
Government  resorted  to  a  forced  loan,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  An  example  at  sueh 
a  time,  and  under  sueh  oironmstancea,  is  rather 
to  be  avoided  than  to  be  followed. 

There  is  still  a  further  objection  to  this  meas- 
ure. The  bill  provides  that  the  notes  to  be 
iesoed  shall  bear  such  interest  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  determine.  This  omission 
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to  6x  the  amount  of  interest  leaves  the  char- 
acter of  the  notes  wholly  indeterminate  and 
tincertain.  The  interesit  which  they  may  hear 
will  determine  the  character  and  office  of  tiie 
notes.  They  may  he  of  a  character  to  be  taken 
np  aa  an  inTestment  by  capltaUsts;  Hiuij  may 
be  of  a  character  to  cironlate  as  oarrenoy;  ana 
wMch  of  these  charactera  they  will  assome, 
depends  npon  the  interest  they  may  bear. 
Before  I  can  rote  for  the  bill,  tUs  pobit  most 
be  determined.  Before  I  can  vote  for  the 
notes,  X  mnst  know  what  the  notes  are  to  be. 
I  cannot  agree  to  the  passage  of  any  bill  the 
nature  of  which  is  not  fixed  and  established  by 
the  bill  itsel£  It  wonld  be  to  act  blindly  and 
inconsiderately,  to  vote  for  a  measure  in  igno- 
rance of  what  that  measure  is  to  be.  Shonld 
the  hill  pass  in  the  present  form,  and  should  I 
be  inquired  of  what  its  effects  upon  the  com- 
munUy  was  anticipated  to  be,  I  could  ^ve  no 
answer.  I  could  express  no  opinion  on  that 
point,  because,  in  the  present  shape  of  this  bill, 
It  is  impossible  to  form  any  opinion  what  char- 
acter the  notes  will  assume.  I  conld  only  aaj, 
what  I  shotdd  be  ashamed  to  sa^,  that  the 
Executive  had  been  authorized  to  issne  notes 
to  suit  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  without 
any  regard  haviog  been  paid  to  the  concern 
which  the  community  at  large  might  have  in 
tills  matter.  If  we  are  to  act  with  the  slight- 
est regard  to  the  interest  and  convenience  of 
the  public,  we  should  fix  the  interest  which 
the  notes  are  to  hear.  Why  refer  this  to  the 
Executive  t  la  not  th«  Hooae  competent  to 
farm  md  exercise  a  J  udgment  on  this  qnestion  ! 
Is  not  the  House  as  fit  as  the  Executive  to 
determine  what  rate  of  interest,  what  character 
to  the  notes,  will  best  subserve  the  public 
interest!  If  it  be  best  for  the  Executive  to 
legislate  ^on  this  point,  why  not  upon  all 
others !  Though  the  Executive,  in  fact,  exer- 
cised such  a  powerj  it  would  hardly  be  neces- 
sary to  make  a  public  proclamation  of  it. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  friends  of 
the  administration  press  this  measure  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  in  preference  to  the  usual  mode 
of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  by  a 
simple  loan,  is  well  calculated  to  excite  sufr- 
luciona,  I  nave  no  denre  to  throw  any  nude- 
served  odium  upon  tiie  adminiBtration.  I  wiA 
them  to  merit,  and,  by  meriting,  to  possess  the 
c(mfidenoe  of  the  entire  commuoity.  Bat  this 
measure  is  little  calculated  to  {voduoe  that 
effect  It  ia  an  unusual  meanure;  it  will  be 
attended  with  extraordiaary  expense;  it  will 
add  to  the  number  of  those  in  the  employ  of 
Government;  it  will  increase  Executive  pa- 
tronage ;  it  opens  a  new  door  to  Executive 
favoritism.  In  ralnng  money  ui>on  these  notes, 
the  Executive  may  give  a  preference,  and  may 
consult  the  interests  of  favored  individuals; 
whereas  a  loan  would  be  open  equally  to  all. 

Beudes,  sir,  there  are  those  who  see  in  this 
measnre  the  oonunenoement  of  a  pennanent 
and  a  most  periloiu  ayatem.  It  li  more  tiian 
surmised  that  the  GoTermueiit  would  be  vilUng 
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to  have  the  whole  currency  of  the  country 
flow  exclusively  from  itself;  and  is  desirous  to 
fbmish  not  only  the  gold  and  silver  coin,  but 
the  whole  paper  currency  also,  from  its  own 
exclusive  mint ;  and  that  the  measure  now  i 
proposed  is  the  fost  step  in  the  mav^  towardi 
that  object.  The  taiki^  meaaures  to  raider 
safe  and  convenient  such  currency  as  the  people 
may  elect  to  use,  is  the  basinees  and  lul  the 
business  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  It  should  be  k^t  strictly  within  the 
limits  of  that  duty,  and  should  faithfully  per- 
form what  belongs  to  it  within  l^oee  limits. 
They  ought  to  foUow  public  swtiment  in  this 
matter,  not  attempt  to  lead  it. 

But  strange  and  dangerous  doctrines  have 
been  put  forth  in  relation  to  the  cnrrency  of 
the  country ;  and  there  is  cause  enough  for 
alarm  to  render  it  the  part  of  prudence  to 
watch  with  care  every  measure  bearing  upon 
this  sulflect.  The  issue  of  p^»  mon^  is  at 
all  times  a  dangerous  buriness  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  engage  in,  and  a  bnsiness  peculiariy 
dangerous  at  tht  present  crisis.  Our  time  is 
now  too  short,  our  action  too  hurried,  to  justify 
us  in  adventuring  upon  a  scheme  of  a  nova 
character.  At  such  a  time,  and  under  present 
circumstances,  the  only  safe  way  ia  tiie  old 
way — the  common  way.  If  the  Government 
must  have  money,  let  it  l^rrow  the  money  in 
the  usual  mode.  So  doing,  we  shall  know 
what  we  do.  To  the  adoption  of  this  course, 
I  have  heard  no  substantiu  obijeetion,  I  can  see 
no  substantial  objection ;  and,  nntil  I  OBDobtidn 
some  new  light,  it  is  the  Mily  course  to  whloh 
I  can  f^vd  my  assent. 

A  great  change  has  eome  over  our  national 
affairs.  At  the  commmeemMit  <tf  this  present 
year,  there  was  in  the  hands  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment a  surplus  of  nearly  twelve  millions. of 
doUara,  exclusive  of  tlie  whole  amount  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States.  The  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposit  money  (between  nine  and 
ten  millions)  has  been  withheld  from  the  States ; 
there  is  due  to  the  Government  f^m  the  late 
United  States  Bank  nx  millions,  exclusive  <^ 
interest;  and  now  ten  addition ed  millions  are 
demanded,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year ;  and  liiis,  too,  beslaea  all  Hm  ordinary 
revoines  of  the  oountry^-«  eonotry,  whose 
whole  annual  Mpenses  during  the  admlidstrft- 
tion  next  preceding  that  of  General  Jackscm, 
were  hardly  twelve  millions  of  dollars  I 

Mr.  Pabhenteb  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  observations 
of  my  honorable  colleague  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  Qlr.  Flktohbb,)  as  I  always  have 
elsewhere,  when  I  have  had  an  opportunity, 
from  my  ^reat  respect  for  his  high  moral  wortii 
and  dist^guished  talents ;  but,  enterttuning 
somewhat  different  views  from  those  presented 
by  him  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  same  ude 
of  the  question,  I  will  with  your  leave,  state 
the  nonnds  npon  whlw  I  duseuL 

Uy  colleague  objects  to  the  bllL  because  no 
:  rate  of  interest  is  spediled ;  aoa  he  caxmot 
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pre  it  hifl  TOtA  until  he  knows  preetsdj  what 
die  oUigatims  of  the  QoTCrnment  are  to  be. 
It  appeara  to  me  that  tbli  ia  one  of  the  moat 
Talnaue  proTidou  of  the  tdll,  became  the  rate 
of  intereat  can  be  ao  fixed  aU  the  waj  from  a 
Tetylovrate  to  the  nuunmiim  of  six  per  cent, 
that  ^e  Secretary  of  the  Treatmry  will  pat  it 
at  the  most  advanti^eoiu  rate  for  the  Goveni- 
ment  and  for  the  commnnity.  And  it  appears 
to  me  the  role  would  be  a  Tery  plun  one,  to 
place  the  rate  so  that  they  would  not  he  hoarded 
by  the  o^italists,  or  fUl  below  par  in  the 
market^  however  ranalt  the  demand  for  Govern- 
ment dues.  And  although,  as  has  been  strongly 
,  m-ged,  there  is  very  small  probability  that, 
under  almost  any  oiroumstances,  Uiey  would  be 
below  par,  yet  It  is  better,  in  my  judgment 
to  leave  the  whde  matter  to  the  dianewai  <tf 
the  fieoratary  of  flie  Treasury,  who  will  undo-- 
atand  best  what  the  wants  ot  the  case  may 
require. 

It  is  oti}eoted,  that  the  issue  of  Treasury 
'  notes  is  QDcoostitational ;  that  they  are  bilu 
of  credit,  and  prohibited  by  the  Craistitnttm 
of  the  United  States ;  that  they  were  never 
issued  in  bat  one  instance,  and  that  daring  the 
war  with  Great  Britfun,  when  it  was  difficult 
or  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a  loan.  If  it 
were  unconstitutional  to  issue  Treasury  notes, 
the  £sct  that  we  ,were  at  war,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  obtain  a  loan  in  any  other  manner, 
would  not  have  made  it  oonstltationaL  I  come 
to  the  coqdndon  m^«el£  that  Treasury  notes 
ware  ismed  at  that  tmu  for  the  same  reason  as 
now,  beeause  they  are  the  most  otrnveaient  to 
the  Government  and  the  people. 

I  have  not  entertained  the  <^inion,  Kr. 
Speaker,  that  the  present  embarrassments  of 
this  nation  have  arisen  from  what  may  be 
pn^rly  called  general  distress.  I  believe,  and 
think  I  shall  be  sustained  in  the  opinion  by 
the  sentiments  of  many  men  of  business  in  the 
oommercial  olUes,  that  the  stoppage  of  specie 
payments  was  owing  to  the  alura  excited  in 
the  commnnity,  which  cansed  a  rush  upon  the 
banks  for  the  {»eei(Mi8  metals,  and  thereby 
mat^ally  leashed  their  mean^  and  by  the 
imprudenoe  and  extended  specniaticm  into 
whidi  the  debtors  of  these  instttnticffis  plunged. 
Had  it  not-  been  for  these  oiroumstances,  the 
•ospension  would  not  have  taken  place ;  and, 
but  for  them,  before  this  time  specie  payments 
would  have  been  resumed.  It  is  true  that  the 
ouistomation  was  universal ;  the  panic  was 
overwhelming;  but  that  the  evil  was  not 
deep-rooted,  and  that  there  was  not,  in  reality, 
a  scarcity  of  tlie  precious  metals  in  the  com- 
merdal  world,  is  sliown  by  various  facts.  Con- 
trary to  the  expectation  of  most  persons  in 
this  country,  the  Bank  of  England  continued, 
and  still  continues,  specie  payments,  and  money 
is  fondant,  and  there  is  no  want  of  ctun  and 
bulUon  for  all  purposes.  The  speculations  and 
liivestments  in  lands,  amounting  to  many  mil- 
lions of  dollara ;  enmements  in  novel  mann- 
flntaring  oonoenu ;  udlding  of  railroads  In  all 


parts  of  the  country ;  and  establishments  of 
every  varied  which  ingenuity  could  invent — 
a  few  of  them  useful  and  prtmtable,  but  many, 
very  many,  moat  sorrowfully  niinons  in  their 
results— all  tended  to  produce  the  misohi^ 
The  ordinary  means  of  the  banks  were  prob- 
ably equal  to  their  liablUtiee ;  bat  tbe  inabili^ 
of  thrar  debtors,  in  consequence  of  their  im- 
prudent and  indiscreet  course,  crippled  these 
msUtotions,  and  brought  on  the  calamity  of  a 
su^iension  of  specie  payments — an  evil  wtiicb, 
while  it  continues,  will  blight  every  effort  of 
enterprise  tmd  industry. 

The  amount  of  specie  within  the  control  of 
the  banks  of  the  country  was  equal  to  their 
wants,  greater  than  it  has  been  in  many  in- 
staocea  and  at  many  times;  but  unsafe  and 
improvideDt  men  obtained  access  to  their  re- 
sources ;  not  that  I  mean  to  censure  the  man- 
agers of  the  moneyed  institntiona  more  Ihau  I 
would  individuals,  and  copartnerships,  and  oor- 
poratioDs,  for  everybody  was  infected  with  the 
mania  of  ^>ecaletion ;  the  whole  atmosphere 
of  the  busmess  world  was  filled  with  it.  It 
drove  peo^e  to  the  pine  forests  of  Maine ;  to 
the  town  sites  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  to  eveiy 
stream  and  river  through  the  whole  repablic ; 
to  the  new  cities  of  the  "West;  and  to  the 
engagements  in  numnfactures,  mechanic  arts, 
and  discoveries  of  all  kinds,  in  most  instances 
lamentably  ansuccessfoL 

My  colleagne  ot^eots  that  the  bill  is  decep- 
tive ;  that,  under  the  guise  authorizing  an 
Issue  of  Treasury  notM^  it  affects  a  loan.  It 
undoubtedly  Is  a  use  of  the  oredit  of  tbe  coun- 
try, to  obtfdn  means  of  extinguishing  some  of 
its  liabilities,  and  in  that  sense  is  a  loan.  But 
there  is  no  aec«>tion  about  it  Notes  payable 
are  never  issued  in  money  transactions,  except- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  substitutUia  credit  for 
money,  or  promising  it,  and  therefore  always, 
directly  or  mdirectiy,  operate  as  a  negotiation 
for  a  loan.  What  difference  does  it  make  as 
to  the  matter  of  borrowing,  whether  the  money 
t>e  obtfuned  by  one  person  of  a  third,  and  paid 
to  a  second  one,  or  the  note  be  given  direc^ 
to  tiie  second  person  f  In  both  cases  it  is 
obtainiog  means  on  loan;  In  one  instanoe 
directly,  m  the  other  indirectly.  Banks  borrow 
contannally,  by  their  bills  or  notes,  money  of  the 
commnnity.  Kow,  sir,  as  Treasury  notes  can 
be  issued  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  procure 
m<mey  or  means  on  tlie  credit  of  the  United 
States,  the  bill  cannot  be  deceptive,  because,  as 
it  can  liave  no  other  object,  everybody  under- 
stands it 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
without  any  of  the  proposed  amendment^ 
particularly  those  which  propose  the  sale  of 
the  United  State  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  the  striking  oat  the  provision  anthoriziag 
the  Secretary  to  pay  interest  when,  in  his 
opinion,  the  good  of  the  country  may  require 
it  It  certainly  appears  to  me  that  uiere  can 
be  no  posdble  objection  to  tbatprovidon.  It 
will  guard  agiUnst  the  possibility,  although 
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I  admit  it  is  not  a  strong  probabiUl7,  that  the  j 
will  be  at  any  onuldfinble  disooant^  nnder 
ordinaiT  dnnunstanees.  Bnt  we  all  mow  the 
Bioe  cwndatlMU  of  dealers  in  monoy^;  and  I 
should  be  ezceedin^y  sorrjr  to  hear  the  07, 
which  has  so  freqaently  soanded  in  our  eara^ 
of  depreciated  cnrrancT'  i^jdied  to  a&7  of  the 
i«aes  of  the  QoTemment. 
lir.  Obookett  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Sir,  it  has  been  ni^ed  \>j  honorable  gentle- 
men that  this  is  a  measnre  of  reli^  to  the 
ooantry ;  that  it  wUl  supply^  the  ooontiy  with 
a  oironlation  and  a  medinm  ai  exchange ;  and 
I  grant  that  it  night  offer  some  temporary 
relief;  but,  sir,  I  believe  it  wonld  tend,  ulti- 
mately, to  aggravate  the  disease.   So  far  from 

O being  a  measure  of  permanent  relief  to  the 
de,  I  believe  it  is  the  entering  wedge  to  an 
tntaon  fdmost  as  odious  as  the  Bpaniah 
Inqi^tion.  T  mean,  dr,  a  Tteaaorj  basK.  In 
ftct,  if  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhbtt)  be 
adopted,  a  Treasnrj  bank  of  issae  and  depont 
Ifl  at  onoe  established. 

Sir,  instead  of  showing  exxj  disposition  to 
grant  relief  to  the  people,  we  are  called  upon 
to  increase  tlteir  hardens.  We  are  sboat  to 
heap  upon  them  another  national  debt,  (for, 
disguise  it  as  70a  will,  it  is  nothing  less,  and 
has  been  so  admitted  on  all  rides,)  to  the  amount 
of  ten  miUtons  <tf  dollan,  to  ruieve  the  Qot- 
emtnent ;  while  the  pec^le  are  told,  substan- 
tially, that  thejr  need  not  expect  any  relief ;  that 
it  is  the  busnness  of  the  Government  to  take 
care  of  itself;  and  tiiBt  it  has  no  power  to 
intermeddle  with  the  oonoenu  of  inmTidnals  t 
The  Government,  after  having  tampered  with 
the  currency  nntil  it  Is  ruined  and  annihilated 
—after  having  prostrated  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise,  the  commerce  and  credit 
of  ^e  nation,  by  practinng  wild  and  visionary 
experiment8-~cuts  loose  from  the  people,  and 
tells  them  it  has  no  power  to  grant  them  relief^ 
or  interfere  with  their  oonoems  t  They  are  to 
be  dismissed  with  a  lecture  on  economy.  Yes, 
sir;  they  are  oontemptoootly  told  that  they 
are  to  look  to  tlteir  own  Industry  and  frugality 
for  relief  without  tiie  aid  of  the  Government  t 
Sir,  this  reminds  me  of  the  language  of  Job's 
comforters.  We  read  in  Holy  Writ  that  on  a 
certain  occasion  Satan  was  permitted  by  the 
Almi^ty  to  try  an  "eneriment"  upon  the 
firmness  and  integrity  of  "  Job,  a  perfect  and 
an  upright  man,  one  that  feared  Qoi  and 
eschewed  evil ; "  that  when,  by  the  power  of 
this  arch  enemy  of  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
man,  Job's  fortunes,  and  his  children,  and  every 
thing  calculated  to  render  him  happy,  had  been 
driven  to  the  four  winds,  uid  he  was  reduced 
to  beggary  and  ruin;  when,  in  addlti<m  to  this, 
**he  was  smitten 'with  sore  bonis  fhnn  the 
crown  of  his  head  to  the  M^e  of  Us  foot,"  and 
was  groaning  under  the  bitterest  agonies  of 
human  affliction;  wh^  in  short,  by  one  ca- 
lamity upon  the  heels  of  another,  he  had  been 
reduced  from  the  highest  state  of  prosperi^ 


and  happiness,  to  the  lowest  d^Uis  of  da[nida- 
tion  and  misery,  mad  wM  wont  to  nSl  hunaetf 
in  the  ashes  upon  lus  hearth,  there  was  bnt  on* 
resource  left  upon  earth  to  which  he  could  look 
for  omuolatim  uid  solace — and  that  was  Ui 
wife.  And  when  he  <n-ied  out  to  her  in  the 
bitterness  of  hb  soul,  what  was  her  reply  I 
She  told  him  he  had  better  "corse  God  and 
die  I  "  And,  sir,  pretty  much  in  keeping  with 
this  is  the  Presid«it*s  consolation  to  tne  people 
in  their  afflictions. 

Sir,  do  yon  imagine  the  people  expected  to 
hear  such  language  as  this  mm  those  to  whose 
interests  they  have  shown  so  much  devotion  I 
Did  they  expect  their  rulers  to  mock  at  their 
calamities,  which  they  thansdves  had  bem 
instnunental  in  bringing  upon  tiiemf  No,  dr; 
they  looked  to  those  wD«n  they  had  plaoed  ia 
power  to  devise  some  means  to  rdiftve  than 
from  their  oaUmities.  The  modamation  d 
the  Freudent  was  hailed  with  joy  by  thoosands 
as  a  favorable  omen.  They  nugged  to  their 
bosoms  the  delnsive  hope  that  their  mlers  had 
seen  the  folly  of  their  course,  and  were  aiwot 
to  retrace  their  steps.  Sir,  although  tiie  Presi- 
dent was  pledged  to  "  tnad  generally  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrious  prodecessor,"  yet,  I 
ima^e  no  one  beUeved  he  deigned  to  tread 
speoiallv  in  bis  footsteps.  And  it  was  hoped 
that  if  he  did  tread  in  his  footsteps  at  all,  he 
would  take  his  "  baok  track,"  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  use  *  hauter'a  phrase,)  at  Inut  In 
reUtion  tothe  currently  and  the  revenue.  Bat 
in  all  this  how  sadly  are  we  disappointed  I  So 
fax  from  this,  we  find  him  disposed  to  plunge 
still  deeper  into  new  and  untried  experiments  I 
Sh*,  what  do  we  behold?  The  whole  country 
involved  in  one  wide-spread  ruin,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment  itself  bankrupt;  and  we  are  yet  to 
have  another  "  experiment  t  "  Yea,  sir,  the 
State  bank  experiment  has  Culed,  and  the  golden 
bubble  has  exploded,  and  left  a  wreck  of  ruin 
in  their  train ;  and  now,  sir,  in  obedience  to 
the  mandate  from  the  Hermitage,  we  are  to 
have  the  Govemmentdivoroed  from  all  existing 
banks,  and  wedded  to  a  new  and  untried  system 
of  sub-TreasurieSf  or,  in  phin  language,  a  Treas- 
ury bank.  Sir,  we  find  that  the  ex-President 
is  not  oontent  with  having  dictated  to  the  pe(^le 
whom  they  should  choose  to  be  his  snooeasor, 
but  seems  now  determined  to  dictate  to  that 
sucoessor.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  as 
the  President  had  attained  the  sommit  of  his 
wishes,  he  wonld  kick  from  under  him  the 
ladder  by  which  he  had  ascended,  and  take  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment  as  the  man  of 
his  counsel ;  but,  ear,  mortifying  as  it  may  be^ 
we  find  the  Message  the  exact  foe  iimile  of 
certain  letters  not  loiw  siooe  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  and  published  in  that  print. 

Hr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  now  affiet  this  ooontry,  I  am  for  oonv- 
mencing  the  work  where  tiiey  oi^nated.  Let 
us,  sir,  in  all  due  charity,  instead  of  charing 
the  whole  of  these  misfortunes  to  the  aoooont 
<tf  tiw  people^  at  least  charge  one-half  of  th«a 
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to  the  mal-adminisbratixm  of  the  OoTemment ; 
tnd,  although  it  is  not  reoommended  hj  the 
Prekdent,  let  us  commeno©  economiaog  a  Uttle 
on  the  part  of  the  Oovennneatt,  and  set  a 
vr^worth;-  -example  before  tite  people.  I 
Mve  alvi^B  heard  it  remarked  that  example 
vas  madk  mora  forcible  than  precept  Let  ns, 
rir,  itfstead  d  creating  a  national  debt,  in  order 
to  keep  up  an  extravagant  aqd  prodigal  system 
of  expeoditures  which  has  <a«pt  into  tiie  Oot- 
erament,  cominence  the  bnnness  of  retrench* 
mont  and  reform  which  was  promised  as  a  few 
years  since,  and  adopt  some  measure  of  general 
and  permanent  relief  to  the  commanitj  as  well 
as  to  the  Government ;  and  then,  sir,  and  not 
until  then,  mty  we  hope  to  see  better  times, 
and  cease  to  hear  the  complaints  that  are  now 
continually  saluting  our  ears  .from  the  tens  of 
Ooosaiids  of  boiuat,  indnatrions  citizens  who 
bava  bean  throm  out  of  emi^^wt  and  re* 
duced  to  beggary  and  rum  dnniig  thia  age  of 
•neriments, 

Bipf  I  deem  it  unneceaNurr  to  detidn  the  House 
witii  any  oalonlations  to  wow  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  is  not  required  to  sapply  a  defidt  in 
the  Treasory,  as  contended  for  by  tiie  fiends 
of  the  measure.  It  has  already  been  shown 
to  this  House  oondosively,  to  my  mind  at  least, 
that,  by  withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  surplus  revenue  from  the  States,  and  sus- 
pending certain  appropriations  tor  usdoss— - 
nay,  worse  than  nsdess— publio  works,  explor* 
big  espeditioius  and  tfaemby  redndng  the 
expenaitarea  for  the  present  year  scnne  mteeo 
mulions  of  dollars,  there  would  be  ample  means 
in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  demands  funinst  it, 
without  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  Issuing 
Treasury  notes  on  tiie  credit  of  the  nation. 
And,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  would  it  not  be  an 
unpardonable  outrage  to  heap  vpoa  the  people 
another  national  debt,  right  upon  the  heels  of 
the  one  Just  discharged!  Sir,  we  have  had 
theoretical  reform  long  enough ;  I  tblok  it  is 
time  we  should  b^n  to  carry  it  into  practice. 
But,  on  the  other  liaud,  it  is  ui^ed  thiat,  after 
withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  de- 
posits from  the  States,  and  suroending  the  fifteen 
mUli<His  of  approprutimi,  thwe  irill  still  be^ 
in  any  event,  adaAdfc  in  the  TreasniTj  wluoh 
rmden  it  indiapenaaUe  that  flds  bill  should 
pass.  And,  rir,  we  ara  told  that  the  Treasary 
Is  in  actual  want  of  those  funds  at  this  moment, 
and  cannot  perform  its  engagements  for  ten 
days  without  them.  I  cannot  perceive,  dr, 
how  this  can  be ;  but  if  it  be  true,  L  for  one, 
say,  BO  let  it  be.  If  the  Government  has  actu- 
ally bronght  itself  to  luBolrenoy,  and  It  be  really 
necessary  to  borrow  mone^  to  pay  its  expenses, 
let  the  truth  come  out,  and  let  things  be  called 
by  their  right  names.  Sir,  this  bill  is  d^gned 
to  practise  a  fraud  upon  the  people,  by  borrow- 
ing money  in  such  a  form  that  they  will  not 
nndentand  it^  and  thorel^  shi^  the  Govem- 
ment  team  the  odium  of  bringing  itsdf  from  a 
•Offlua  of  fort7-flv«iBnUona  to  t»iikn|pt^  in , 


leas  than  one  year.  If  I  were  satisfied,  that 
there  would  really  be  a  deficit  in  the  Treasary, 
which  would  make  it  necessary  to  borrow 
mon^  to  enable  the  Qovemment  to  perform 
ita  Amotinifl,  I  should  oertdnly  grant  it ;  buti 
sir,  X  would  ivefer  that  it  ahoiud  be  aaked  for 
in  plain  Enpish  in  that  form,  I  am  t^poeed 
to  laying  burdens  upon  the  people  in  diBgnise. 
If  they  are  to  be  taxed,  let  them  understud  i^ 
and  have  an  opportunity  to  provide  for  it. 

Kr.  Phiujps  endeavored  to  prove  that  fbe 
most  injurious  effects  had  resalted  from  the 
late  measure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  allowing  a  lai^  amount  of  deposits  to  remain 
in  several  isolated  banks,  while  he  withdrew 
nearly  the  whole  sums  deposited  with  the  banks 
on  the  seaboard.  It  was  his  opinion  that  much 
of  the  distress  now  existing  In  the  commercial 
dtaes  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  measure. 
He  refonred  to  the  proqtecta  ot  the  ctmntry  for 
the  enstdug  jyear,  utd  oontended,  that  fhm  the 
report  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  atatementi 
given  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  were  drawn, 
the  amount  of  difference  between  the  expendi- 
ture and  receipts  would  not  exceed  two  or  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  would  tell  them 
frankly,  that  when  he  came  here  his  impression 
was,  that  the  only  practicable  relief  was  the 
creation  of  a  Qovemment  loan,  by  which  oor 
account  with  Europe  oould  be  speedily  closed, 
or  to  issne  such  kinds  of  Treasury  notes  as 
wonld  be  useful  to  the  people ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  paym^  of  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  depoRta  would  be  the  means  <tf  djstribnting 
these  notes  to  the  oountry.  But  that  measnre 
had  Uled,  and  with  it  a  great  portioD  of  the 
ground  for  issuing  these  notes. 

ft  was  his  <^ion  that  qiecte  payments 
would  not  be  resumed  for  the  present,  if  the 
measures  now  before  the  House  were  adopted ; 
and  he  idso  widied  it  to  be  known  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
over.  It  still  existed,  and,  under  the  present 
stato  of  things,  must  increase.  Some  gentle- 
men had  attributed  the  distress  toover-trsding; 
but,  although  he  would  adtnit  that  might  have 
had  srane  mfiuenoe,  yet  the  great  evil  which 
they  were  oalted  on  to  remedy  was  that  of 
obstruction  to  our  credit,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  to  restore  the  enrrenoy  to  its  former 
states  and  tiie  bimka  to  that  confldenoe  th^ 
enjoyed  before  tiie  sDspennon  of  specie  pay- 
ments.- It  was  desirable  that  they  should  m&ke 
the  notes  of  the  banks  receivable  for  publio 
dues;  and,  when  they  had  done  that,  they 
would  have  done  all  tiiat  was  expected  from 
Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so 
receivable,  confid«Hice  would  be  restored,  and 
nothing  more  would  be  wanting.  He  could 
not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its  present  amount; 
and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all,  be 
would  surest  the  expediency  of  issuing  them 
without,  rather  than  with  interest. 

Ur.  TouoxT  contended  that  the  bill  undw 
ocHulderation  waa  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
ttw  OQwkry,  and  well  calcolated  to  ifl&rd  relief 
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Cd  the  QoverDment  &nd  the  people ;  and  that, 
if  we  attempted  to  drav  the  monej  from  the 
deposit  banks  while  they  owe  the  GoTernmeaL 
it  will  force  them  to  press  their  creditors,  and 
add  to  the  distress  of  the  community.  The 
cotmtry  stood  in  the  relation  of  creditor  to  the 
banks  and  the  merchants,  and  it  was  its  datjr 
to  deal  with  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford 
the  greatest  relief  to  them.  In  relation  to 
sending  bonds  abroad,  he  must  say  that  he  felt 
a  great  repugnance  to  sending  them  into  a 
foreign  market,  to  raise  money  npon  th«n  to 
carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Govermnent; 
beddeL  if  they  were  sent  abroad,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  inorearing  onr  fbielgn  debt, 
which  now  presses  so  heavily  upon  ua.  He 
supported  the  bill  at  some  length,  and  answered 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Hassa- 
chusetts  in  relation  to  the  oonaUtotkuulity  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  BouLDiy  said :  I  agree  perfectly  with  the 
Freaident  of  the  United  States,  in  believing 
we  have  nothing  to  do  in  providing  a  currency, 
ftirther  or  other  than  as  the  constitution  literu- 
ly  mentions.  That  instrument  fixes  a  standard 
to  be  used  when  debtor  and  creditor  come  to 
pointSi  and  cannot  agree  as  to  what  the  debt 
shall  be  paid  in.  debtor  can  get  clear  by 
<MB'eriQg,  saA  the  creditor  con  require,  if  he 
pleases  to  do  so^  the  specie  which  is  the  stand- 
ard. Congress  cannot  add  to  nor  take  from 
this  privilege,  in  regard  to  eitiier.  Every  law 
about  money,  without  saying  more,  ref^  to 
specie  only.  Every  judgment ;  every  execution 
for  money,  without  any  thing  more  stud  in  re- 
lation as  to  that  point,  is  for  specie  of  course. 
The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
have  by  the  consitution  the  control  of  the 
money  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  a 
great  extent  You  m^  shelter  them  by  author^ 
mag  ihem  to  place  the  money  in  this  or  in  that 
bank.  But  you  cannot  make  them  more  respon- 
nble. 


Fbtoat,  October  6. 
Treamry  Note  Bill. 

The  Ilouse  then  resumed  the  conuderation 
of  the  "  hill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  as  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
'Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Kr.  HoFKiNS  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in 
principle  a  hard-money  man,  and  I  have  the 
satis&ction  to  believe  tbat  the  patriotic  people 
whom  I  have  the  dtstinguidied  tumor  to  repre- 
sent upon  this  floor,  pr^  the  oonstitutional 
eorreocy  of  our  fathers  to  any  paper  money, 

four  TreasuiT  notes  indnded.  Butj  whilst 
say  .^is,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  I  am  not  to  be  enlisted  in  the 
contemplated  crusade  against  the  existing  insti- 
tutions of  Virginia  and  hef  sister  States,  to 
accomplish  the  narrow  object  of  supplying  the 
Government  alone  with  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency ;  and  X  now  admonish  geatleraeu  that, 
mtil  they  propose  a  mMsore  broad  taA  oom- 
VQL.xmr-38 


[H.  or  R. 

prehenrive  enough  to  separate  the  great  body 
of  the  pei^e  from  the  banks,  I  wul  nxA  co- 
operate with  them  in  giving  e&ct  to  a  partial 
restricted  measure,  which  ftimiahes  a  hard- 
money  cnrronoy  only  to  them,  who,  in  the 
better  days  of  our  republic,  were  regarded  as 
the  mere  servants  of  the  people,  and  considered 
am^iable  to  them.  Now,  nr,  I  am  not  the  man 
to  advocate  here,  in  my  representative  papaoity, 
any  measure  whuab  wiU  provide  gold  and  diver 
for  myself  and  other  ftinotionariea  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, whilst  the  people  are  left  to  endure 
all  the  evib  of  a  depreciated  vvfm  mamr. 

But  I  have  another  olgection  to  the  aetaila 
of  this  measure,  growing  out  of  the  palpable 
iiijastice  which  must  result,  from  the  denmtU 
naUcms  of  these  Treasury  notes,  to  the  poorw 
classes  of  the  community.  If,  sir,  as  is  now 
too  obvious  for  the  most  incredulous  to  doubt, 
these  notes  are  to  clrcnlate  and  poform  all  the 
functions  of  a  paper  currency,  they  cannot 
reach  the  pocket  of  the  poor  man,  but  must 
serve  alone  the  purpose  of  the  wealtiby,  who 
alone  can  command  the  benefit  of  a  currency 
in  denominations  of  one  hundred  dollars. 
Another  effect  of  tiiis  measure,  I  fear,  will  be 
to  cripple  stiU  more  the  8Ute  banks,  now  rapidly 
recovering  from  tiie  shook  by  which  the  wboie 
monetary  system  of  the  oorommilty  has  been 
so  recently  convulsed  to  its  centre ;  and,  whilst 
it  may  relieve  the  GoveanmenL  mi^  at  the 
same  time  embarrasB  atUl  more  the  great  body 
of  the  people. 

I  am  not,  I  hope,  sir,  mistaken  or  misunder- 
stood upon  this  subject.  I  am  wiUine  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Treasury  immediate  and  ample 
relief^^  by  any  moans  compatible  with  the  con- 
stitution and  my  convictions  public  duty ; 
nw  will  I  bo  drawn  from  this  determination 
1^  any  donbt  which  may  be  entertained  as  to 
the  real  amount  necessary,  nor  b^  the  a^eritles 
of  par^  intderaooa  the  prominent  Inne  of 
our  deliberations  and  oonnnls  hwe.  Tea,  sir, 
I  am  wilUn^  and  stand  nadv^  to  rote  any  sum, 
in  the  hounds  of  reasm,  which  the  BcOTetary 
of  the  Treasury  may  consider  necessary  to  meet 
the  most  liberal  wants  of  the  Oovemmeut; 
and  if  he  asks  mora  than  is  necessary,  I  leave 
him  to  his  just  responsibility  to  the  country. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure,  not  as  me 
of  financial  relief,  but  one  for  the  emission  <^ 
ten  millions  of  paper  currenoy,  obnoxious  as  I 
conceive  it  to  be,  to  all  the  objections  of  an 
executive  hank,  based  not  npMi  the  means  of 
immediate  oonvertiUli^,  but  npon  the  pltglited 
&Ith  ol  the  natioiL  wnidi  I  maintain  can  be 
pledged  tmlj  for  a  loan.  In  my  humble  jndg- 
ment,  sir,  this  pn^ect  is  fraught  with  miadiief ; 
and  I  look  to  it  with  the  deepest  distrust  and 
alarm.  Admonidied  as  I  am,  by  a  short  ex- 
perience in  the  practical  administration  of  this 
Government,  that  its  tendency  is  to  enlarge  its 
powers  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  innova- 
tions npon  the  rights  of  the  Sb^  and  of  the 
petwie,  I  look  to  the  future  with  all  the  fore- 
Dodinga  (tf  <me  Ailly  Impressed  with  the  loleiDn 
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OMiTioticHi  that  if  not  reaiBtei,  and  aoeoeacAillf 
ledsted  at  tiie  uiveBhoIdj  it  will  end  in  ocaisolida- 
tion.  and  oonwdidation  in  the  overtiirow  of  onr 
institutions  and  the  downfall  of  onr  liberties. 

Mr.  Bpeaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  Honse 
Uoiget  by  the  expression  of  any  u)prehenuon8 
of  my  own,  as  to  the  ottJeets  of  tnu  measnre, 
or  the  danger  of  its  ripming  into  a  permanent 
mtem.  I  feel  as  senmbly  as  any  man  can  do, 
ttte  m^nitnde  of  the  coosequenoes  which  snch 
a  system  cannot  ful  to  produce.  I  hope,  sir, 
most  devoutly,  that  my  fears  may  never  be 
reaUzed ;  bnt  I  should  be  nn^thful  to  my  con- 
stituents, and  my  ooontry,  if  I  did  not  declare, 
faarleesly,  that  I  look  to  the  present  measnre  as 
l^ing  tiie  foundation  of  a  system  which,  if 
ever  eatablished,  must  end  ia  revolation  or 
denwtism. 

Mr.  WisB  eulogized  his  eoUeogae  on  the 
conree  be  had  just  taken.  He  was  glad  to  find 
displayed  so  honorable  and  independent  an 
oppodtion  to  the  hill.  Mr.  W.  th«i  read  seve- 
ral extracts  from  Preudent  Jackson's  Messages 
of  ISM  and  1835,  to  show  that  the  sales  of 
Government  stock  in  the  United  States  Bank 
had  been  recommended  1^  the  Frerident  at 
thoee  periods. 

Mr.  RoBEBTSOTT  sudf  if  the  adminstration 
had  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  r^se  a 
aoffioienc^  of  money  to  meet  the  real  wants  of 
the  l^reasnry,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  oomprehend 
the  cause  «  these  perseToring  effimte  to  r^so 
it  by  the  issue  of  Traasnry  notes.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Undsbwood,)  as  modified,  proposed  to  give 
the  right  to  dispose  of  the  debt  of  about  six 
millions  dne  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  FA-rroN,}  if  he 
understood  it,  to  superadd  the  power  of  draw- 
iug  upon  the  State  banks,  which  held  ten  or 
twelve  millions  of  public  money.  If  these 
resources  should  prove  iosufBcient,  authority 
might  he  conferred  to  borrow  whatever  sum 
might  be  necessary  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
But  none  of  these  obvious  and  ordinary  methods 
of  r^lenishing  the  Treasury  will  sow  answer 
the  purpose.  Nothing  will  do  but  to  report  to 
the  extraordinary  and  dangwons  resource  of  an 
inue  of  Treasury  notes.  In  times  of  great 
difficolty,  when  engaged  ia  war  with  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  we  were 
oompellea,  from  sheer  necessity,  to  adopt  that 
method  of  raising  snnplies.  During  the  Revo- 
Intionary  war  we  liad  issued  apwards  of  three 
hundred  millions  in  bills  of  credit,  and  at  its 
close  these  bills  were  so  depreciated  that  they 
were  funded  at  100  for  1.  Bach  were  the  evils 
attending  the  system,  that  the  framers  of  the 
oonstitunon,  to  guard  agfunst  their  recurrence, 
thought  it  necessary  to  Interdiot  the  States  in 
extffesB  terms  from  «nittuig  bills  of  credit  I 
will  not,  dr,  (sidd  Mr.  R.,)  at  this  time  enter  into 
the  qoeetion  whether  the  power  thus  prohibited 
to  the  States  rightfully  belongs  to  this  Govern- 
ment. There  U  much  force,  all  most  admit,  In 
the  reference  made  by  ma  gentleman  bom 


Haasadhnsetts  ^fr.  CirainNo)  to  the  Journal  of 
the  coaToation,  showing  that  a  pi;(^ositioa  to 
dothe  l^is  Gorranment  witii  the  power  was 

expressly  overruled.  With  those  who  rely  on 
the  same  ground,  not  verified  by  the  journal, 
but  depending  on  the  memory  of  members  of 
the  convention,  as  an  argument  against  the 
power  to  establish  a  natkinal  ban^  thu  ref- 
erence ought  to  be  conclusive.  Oertain  it  is, 
that  the  power  was  not  expressly  granted,  as 
were  those  to  lay  taxes  and  borrow  money; 
and  the  rule  of  interpretation,  as  given  by  the 
constitntion  itself,  is,  that  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  Cnited  States,  nor  prohibited  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the 
people.  It  is  obvious  that  its  exratnse  1^  the 
General  Government  is  equally  dangerous ;  in- 
deed, liable  to  much  greater  abuse.  The  States 
can  effect  none,  to  any  considerable  extent, 
except  those  within  their  respective  limits;  bat 
we  mi^  inundate  tiie  Union  with  a  spmlons 
currency ;  and  when  the  ^stem  shall  Se  onoe 
commenced,  no  one  can  undertake  to  say  where 
it  is  to  stop. 

In  every  aspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme 
appears  to  me  sabstantially  the  establishment 
of  a  Government  bonk.  If  the  paper  be 
designed  as  a  circulating  medium,  the  Treasury 
becomes  a  bank  of  issue  and  circulation  mwdiy. 
Bnt  the  scheme  goes  fiirther.  It  authwins 
not  only  the  payment  of  tiiese  notea  to  public 
crediton,  but  t^e  iKMTowing  of  money  npcn 
th^  credit.  What  Is  this  in  efifbct  but  a  bulk- 
ing operation?  You  apply  to  the  Secretary, 
who  ia.  thus  authorized  to  borrow,-  and  proposo 
to  lend  him  half  a  million  or  a  million  of 
dollars.  He  is  not  in  immediate  want  of  the 
money.  Tou  offer,  for  a  given  sum  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  to  supply  him  with  one  or  two 
hundred  tliouBaod  dollars  monthly,  in  mani- 
tiuDs  of  war,  in  rations^  or  in  money,  until  an 
amount  equal  to  the  value  of  the  notes  in  the 
market  shall  be  furnished.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  law  to  prevent  such  a  negotiation. 

Hx.  Lboabe  said;  As  to  the  eonatitatlaial 
power  oi  Congress,  then,  to  issue  these  notes, 
under  existing  oircomstances,  I  entertidn  no 
doubt  at  all,  at  least  with  reference  to  the  ob- 
jections m^oly  relied  on  in  this  discosaon,  and 
especially  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  wags 
(Messrs.  Flbtohxr,  FniLUFa^  and  GDSHma,^ 
Massachusetts.)  Bnt  to  the  issaing  them  with- 
out interest,  or  with  a  very  small  interest,  for 
which. I  repeat  my  decided  prefereuco,  another 
difBculty  has  been  presented  by  my  friend  from 
Virginia  near  me,  (Mr.  Robbbtson.)  Hemain- 
ttuned  that  as  the  constitntion  forbids  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  to  be  made  a  1^1  tender 
by  the  States,  it  implicitly  requires  that  we 
should  pay  the  debts  aS  this  Government  only 
in  specie  or  in  what  la  equivalent  to  it  Aim 
yet,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  the  gentleman 
proceeded  to  denonnce  the  Executive  for  not 
t>eing  satisfied  with  the  bank  notea  of  the 
Statw,  which  he  maintained  are  really  not  all 
depreciated.  Sir,  on  this  last  head  I  agre« 
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with  him  entirelj,  at  least  so  far  as  resards  the 
state  of  oar  paper  currency  in  the  Southern 
States.  I  maiDt^ed  when  I  first  came  here, 
what  has  heen  since  demonab'ated  in  a  masterly 
argument  in  another  part  of  this  building,*  and 
is  strikingly  corroborated  by  the  recent  fall  in 
vzohanges,  that  the  price  of  bullion  had  been 
zaised  by  an  extraor^nary  fordgn  demand,  and 
was  no  proof  whaterer  of  the  redundancy  of 
the  drralatiott,  vhieh  has  been  rery  much 
lednoed  within  the  last  ten  mcmtha,  and  is 
probably  even  Inadequate  to  the  neoeuary  ez- 
dhanges  of  the  country,  in  the  nsnal  course  of 
business.  But  if  tlus  is  true,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  it  is,  then  the  right  of  a  creditor  under 
tlie  constitntion  to  demand  niecie  for  hia  debt, 
becomes  that  mmmumjus  which,  all  the  world 
over,  is  aumma  injuria.  And  if  this  is  the  case 
as  between  individuals,  why  should  a  rule  so 
very  different  be  iqiplied  to  the  transactions  of 
Government  ?  Nay,  the  news  brought  us  from 
New  York  this  morning  is  that,  whUe  gold  is 
only  at  6  per  oent  prenuum,  Treasury  drafts 
are  at  4 :  for  you  must  remark,  sir,  uiat  the 
letter  of  Prime,  Ward  &  Oo.,  received  jnst  now, 
is  dated  at  least  a  fortnight  ago,  and  unce  that 
time  a  most  decided  change  has  taken  place  in 
tha  specie  market  as  well  as  in  foreign  hills.  I 
think,  then,  I  am  perfectly  safe  in  affirming 
that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  the  eon- 
templated  Treasury  notes  falliiw  below  what, 
by  the  confession  of  the  gentleman  himself, 
ought  to  satisfy  any  man  not  bent  npon  enforc- 
ing a  contract  according  to  the  utmost  rigor  of 
the  law,  in  a  manner  mcontistent  with  equity 
and  ^ood  conscience.  We  shall  pay  our  credi- 
tors m  what  is  4  per  cent,  above  those  bai^ 
notes  which  are  there  acknowledmd  to  be  at 
fh^  fnll  valne  in  reference  to  all  other  ctan- 
modities  but  gold  and  silver. 

[Here  Mr.  Kobkbison  said  nobbing  was  at  par, 
which  was  not  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  or 
aometliing  to  that  effect.] 

Mr.  Lboabs.  Then  why  find  so  much  fault 
with  the  Government  for  demanding  gold  and 
silver  of  its  debtors  ?  The  gentleman  is  pUdnly 
In  a  dilemma,  from  which  it  ia  not  eaqr  for 
him  to  extricate  himself. 


[H.  or  R. 

it  was  oppr^ive  in  this  Government  to  exact 
this  sacrifice — to  'reject  that  which  the  State 
Governments  were  content  to  receive;  and 
what,  in  the  ordinary  transactions  between 
man  and  man,  it  would  be  deemed  immoral 
and  dishonorable  to  refbse.] 

Sir,  I  am  charmed  to  hear  the  gentleman  say 
so.  Then  why  shoold  the  public  ereditw  etui 
npon  the  Government  to  do^  for  his  ben«Bt,  an 
immoral  and  dishonorable  thing;  and  why 
should  he  think  himself  wnnged  if  we  offer 
him  what  is  at  this  moment  four  per  cent, 
better  than  the  paper  which,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  own  showing,  ought  to  satisfy 
every  equitable  and  conscientious  man?  But 
the  trntn  is,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  at  all 
from  those  to  whom  we  shall  have  payments 
to  make,  and  through  whose  hands  these  notes 
will,  almost  without  exception,  make  their 
way  into  circulation.  They  will  receive  them 
cheerfully,  and  without  hedtation ;  and  al- 
though I  perfectly  appreciate  the  ddicate  and 
honorable  scruples  wnich  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  ftel  about  offering,  In  aatia&ction  of  tiie 
public  does,  a  paper  ever  so  little  inferior  to 
the  only  legal  tender  recognized  in  the  consti- 
tution, yet  I  cannot  myself,  In  a  matter  left, 
after  all,  entirely  to  the  free  will  of  the  party, 
consent  to  sacrifice  substantial  justice  and  the 
public  good  to  what  I  must  consider  as  a  super- 
stitious adherence  to  the  mere  letter  of  the 
law.  Nobody,  at  all  versed  in  these  subjects, 
now  regards  the  precious  metals  as  any  thing 
but  an  approximation,  and  often  a  very  imper- 
fect approximation,  to  a  correct  measure  of 
value.  They  have  been  adopted  from  the 
necesdty  of  the  thing,  as  the  two  great  "  com- 
modities of  c<Httmeroe"  furnishing  a  ready 
medimn  of  exchange  for  all  othm,  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  best  practical  meana  of  comparing 
them;  but  they  are  still,  like  tile  rest,  mere 
commodities,  subject  to  a  very  great  fluctuation 
in  value,  accordug  to  the  common  principles 
which  govern  prices.  The  present  state  of 
things  fumisbea,  in  my  opinion,  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  this  important  truth ;  and  now,  I  ask, 
whether  any  reaUy  jast  man  ought  to  complain 
of  na  if  we  offer  him  those  notes,  with  the 
most  perfect  liberty  to  refuse  them  at  his  own 
discretion,  and  treat  us  as  debtors  on  bis  on- 
settled  aoconnt ;  if,  in  making  that  offer,  we 
hold  to  him  the  frank,  manly,  and  reasonable 
language  dictated  to  ns  by  the  truth  of  Uie 
case,  and  the  actual  situation  of  the  ooantry — 
if  we  say  to  him  "  gold  and  rilver,  which  is  in 
strict  lav,  tboQgh  not  In  good  eonscienee,  your 
due,  we  nave  none!  By  an  unforeseen  and 
terriUe  revulsion,  by  contingenciea  b^ond  any 
human  control,  our  debtors  nave  been,  and  are 
still,  nnable  to  meet  their  engagements  with  ns 
in  the  usual  way.  The  country  is  in  deep  em- 
barrassment and  distress,  and  we  cannot,  even 
were  we  di^sed  to  do  so,  press  them  to  a 
literal  complumce  with  their  contracts,  with- 
out involving  our  whole  people,  more  or  lees, 
in  the  fearfi^  ctmsequencea  A  w  baakruptey 


[Mr.  RoBSRTSON  stud,  with  the  permission  of 
tite  gentieman  from  South  Oarohna,  he  would 
make  a  brief  explanation.  He  had  not  at  all  dis- 
cussed the  qnestion  of  depreciation.  He  could 
not  admit,  however,  that  paper  money  was  not 
depreciated.  On  the  contrary,  he  insisted  that 
it  must  always  be  r^arded,  in  a  legal  sense,  as 
droredated  when  below  the  legal  standard— 
gcdd  and  rilver,  without  r^ard  to  the  causes, 
whrtber  it  be  a  foreign  demand  or  any  other, 
which  may  have  occanoned  the  difference. 
Still  be  denied  the  policy  or  justice  of  exacting 
gold^  and  silver  at  this  time  in  payment  of  the 
ublic  dues;  when  it  could  not  be  procured 
nt  at  a  high  premium,  and  when,  indeed,  there 
was  Bcarceh'  any  currency  at  the  command  of 
tbe  peo]^  tban  depreciated  paper.   He  thought 
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that  would  probably  ensue,  We  give  jon, 
honrever,  an  actaiovledgment  of  your  claims 
against  us,  which  will  be  everywhere  nearly  as 
ffood,  in  some  parts  of  the  country  probably 
better,  than  the  precious  metals — which,  at  all 
erent^  is  at  a  premiom  in  reference  to  what 
you  would  not  hesitate  to  receive  from  a  private 
debtor ;  and  we  put  it  to  your  patriotism  and 
yoor  sense  of  Justice,  to  decide  whether  we 
have  not,  to  all  substantial  pnnKises,  complied 
with  oar  engagements."  Sir,  depend  upon  it, 
such  an  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  iho 
generosity  of  our  felloVH^tizau  will  not  be 
made  in  vain. 

The  right  of  the  Government,  therefore,  in 
every  a^ct  of  the  case,  bein^,  as  I  conceive, 
flilly  established,  the  only  remaming  question  ia, 
in  what  form  wiU  these  notes  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  public  ?  Whether  it  is  better  to  issue 
them  bearing  an  interest  of  not  more  than  6 
per  cent.,  or  oearing  either  no  interest  at  all,  or 
a  very  small  one,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
Honse  f  And  this  brin^  me  to  the  diiferences 
between  me  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or,  to  express  it  more 
acenrately,  perh^M,  between  Uie  Senate  and 
tiie  committee  of  Hob  Hoom.  Sir,  I  admit  that 
these  note^  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  I 
approve,  wonld  serve  an  excellent  purpose  as 
remittances  to  Dnrope ;  but  exchanges,  as  we 
have  seen,  are  already  fallen  nearly  60  per  cent, 
within  a  very  few  days,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  as  soon  as  the  coming 
crop  shall  be  brought  to  market,  the^  will  be 
down  at  par.  But  the  prospect  of  an  miprove- 
ment  in  our  domestic  exchanges  is  unfortunately 
not  so  good.  An  immense  debt  is  due  from 
tiw  West  and  the  South-west  to  the  great  com- 
mercial ofraitala  on  the  Atlantic,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  notes  bearing  a  hi{^  rate  of 
interest  will  c<mtribate  no  aid  whatever.  They 
will,  yon  may  rely  upon  It,  sir,  be  instantly 
boDght  up  by  capitalists  for  investment.  They 
will  disappear  entirely,  as  gold  and  silver  have 
disappeared.  In  consequence  of  Uie  shock 
given  to  all  credit  by  the  late  revulsion,  there 
arc  immense  deposits  in  all  your  banks  waiting 
for  some  safe  opportnni^  to  lay  tiiem  out  on 
any  reasonable  terms.  The  answers  made  to 
the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
have  no  weight  at  all  with  me,  not  only  be- 
caose,  as  I  said  just  now,  a  ven-  material  change 
has  occnrred  in  the  inice  of  bullion  since  that 
dat&  but  for  severaf  other  reasoUB  which  need 
not  be  dwelt  n^on  here.  These  notes  are  not 
Intraded  to  go  mto  the  market  at  all.  My  idea 
of  the  proper  use  to  be  made  of  them  is,  that 
they  shall  be  passed  away,  as  I  have  said,  to 
the  functionaries  and  creditors  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  repeal  that  I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  will  be  readily  accepted  by  them,  and  that 
the  extravagant  rates  of  exchange  between  the 
diflferent  parts  of  the  country,  will  keep  them 
up  at  a  considerable  premium  in  respect  of  the 
best  bank  paper,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  a 
par  with  g^  and  Aver. 


[OCIOBBB,  1887. 

Mr.  Cuanrao  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lx- 
OABE.  He  quoted  Judges  Story,  Marshall,  and 
other  anthorities,  to  show  that  Treasury  notes 
were  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  FosTEB  replied,  arguing  that  Treasury 
notes,  to  become  bills  of  (Credit,  must  be  issued 
as  a  circulating  medium.  He  denied  that  a 
high  or  low  rate  of  interest  dtered  the  ease. 

mi.  Oaxbbelbno  pressed  for  action  on  the 
bill,  6dA  refured  to  pledges  girai  by  gentlemen 
of  theoppoBitiosithotavoteshonldMhaidthia  i 
ni^t. 

Mr.  WiBS  replied,  admitting  that  he  had 
^ven  such  a  pledge,  but  for  himself  only. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JoBKeoK  oht^ed  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  House  in  a  speech  of  great  anima- 
tion till  late  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Phillips  read  to  the  House,  fVom  a  docu- 
ment recently  received,  and  not  yet  generally 
distributed,  in  reply  to  a  call  for  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  Treasury  with  various  indi- 
viduals, touching  the  terms  of  their  recepti<m 
of  Treasnry  notes  for  specie;  and  in  which 
many  commercial  capitalists  declined  altogether 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  mch  a  tmiwaction. 

lb.  JIhxtt  moved  an  amendment,  the  e^ct 
of  wMch  would  be,  if  agreed  to,  to  make  the 
bills  payable  ''upon  presentation,*'  after  the 
expiration  of  one  year  frtun  date,  and  to  divest 
them  of  the  character  <tf  interest-bearing  notes. 


Satubdat,  October  7. 
Treaiury  NoU  Bill 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
*'  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  being  on  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  fomt^ 

Ibr.  Bhsit  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
declare  that  the  Uth  of  the  United  States  was 
pledged  fin-  the  payment  of  the  note^  on  pre- 
sentation, at  six  months  after  their  dates,  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Bell  sidd :  I  concnr  most  heartily  with 
the  sentimeuta  expressed  by  the  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Piokbks,)  the  other 
day,  in  speaking  of  tiie  new  Treasuiy  schemes 
which  have  'been  recommended  for  onr  con- 
sideration. I  do  heartily  and  truly  believe  that 
the  destiny  of  this  country,  for  good  or  for  evil, 
will  depend  greaUy  n|>on  the  decision  of  the 
questions  which  they  present.  The  mind  fuls 
in  an  efTort  to  grasp  the  whole  of  ihis  impor- 
tant subject ;  no  powers  are  adequate  to  do  ftiU 
Justice  to  tiie  great  issaes  which  are  involved. 
The  aivumtnit  embraces  in  its  range  the  fate  of 
the  federal  constitution,  of  few  Government 
itself  t  Of  all  the  causes  which  in  modem  times 
have  deeply  excited,  agitated,  and  couvulsed  a 
people,  but  few  had  a  more  certain,  rapid,  and 
feaifol  tendency  to  engender  a  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  laws  and  to  revolution,  than  a 
debased  and  ^sord««d  cnrrency.  I  need  not 
refer  to  the  examples  which  past  history  affords 
of  this  nature.  I  will  not  even  revert  to  the 
deep  fleeUstb  the  intense  exoiteman^  whioh 
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manifested  themBelvea  In  onr  large  cities,  at  a 
recent  date,  in  connectaoit  Tith  tliia  sabject; 
bnt  I  will  sajr,  tiiat  sach  instances  of  popular 
excitement,  npon  snch  occa^ns,  onght  never  to 
be  lost  sight  of  by  the  statesmeiL  m  this  coqd- 
try,  nor  will  they  be  either  tomitingly  referred 
to,  or  slightly  regarded  by  any  man  who  has 
any  just  daim  to  the  ranlc  and  character  of  one. 
What  I  fear  upon  this  subject  is,  that  we  have 
only  arrived  at  the  first  stage  of  this  disorder 
— ^tbat  greater  embarrassments,  and  yet  wider 
spread  mischieb,  await  as  la  the  progress  of 
it;  that  the  state  of  the  currency  is  yet  to 
become  a  sal^ject  of  deeper  and  more  perma- 
nent discoatent;  that  tlie  blindness  oi  party 
prtjudice,  the  obstinaoy  of  party  interest,  and 
the  In&taation  at  power,  will  defeat  every 
prudent  remedy,  and  briag  on  a  crisis  of  open 
resistance  to  uie  laws,  aiut  leave  the  insttta- 
ti<Hu  of  the  coantry,  both  local  and  general,  a 
prey  to  anarchy.  This,  sir,  is  my  fear ;  and  I 
regard  this  bill  as  one  of  the  foreranners  of  a 
trwn  of  measnres,  on  tlie  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  are  well  calcniated  to  lead  to  this 
last  aad  most  fatal  calamity  which  can  befaU  a 
country.  Mr.  Spealcer,  I  warn  gentlemen  that, 
if  this  administration  shall  be  so  iafatnated  as 
to  persevere  for  any  length  of  time  in  the 
policy  of  requiring  the  pubuc  revenue  to  be  col- 
lected in  gold  and  nlver,  and  disbarsed  among 
the  offioenoldera,  contractors,  and  others,  de- 
pendent upon  the  Government,  while  tii^  only 
money  in  use  among  the  people  is  bank  yvper. 
or  any  other  paper  of  less  vdue  tiian  gold  and 
diver — if  the  distinction  ^all  he  att«m>ted  to 
be  kept  up  much  longer  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people — gold  and  silver  for  the 
Government  and  its  trains  of  officials,  and  a 
depreciated  paper  for  the  people,  ^  resistance 
most  and  will  come.  It  is  not  In  tJie  blood  of 
the  race  of  freemen  which  inhabit  this  free 
coantry  to  snbmit  long  and  tamely  to  so  niuast, 
exacting,  and  oppressive  a  course  of  policy. 
And  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  by  every  member 
in  this  Hons&  who  diall  record  his  vote  in 
favor  <^  tbia  bill,  that  be  Uiereby  aaneUoos  this 
arbttraiy  and  adjust  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion, ana  draws  the  line  between  the  Govern* 
meat  and  the  people  1  Fasia  this  bill,  and  the 
Government  is  put  above  and  made  Independ- 
ent of  the  people ;  those  in  power  will  have 
the  means  of  carrying  out  their  policy  in  de* 
fiance  of  the  popular  will,  at  least  nntil  the 
people  shall  again  have  the  privilege  of  inter- 
posing through  the  elective  right.  I  have  seen 
it  stated,  th^  this  objection,  that  any  distinc- 
tion is  made  by  the  present  course  of  things 
between  the  Government  and  the  people,  has 
been  refuted,  if  not  in  this  House,  in  another 
place ;  but  sir,  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  the 
argnment  by  which  it  was  done,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  in  the  power  of  argnment  to  do 
any  such  thin^.  Agalu,  sir,  whoever  g^ves  his 
support  to  this  hill,  endorses  and  becomes  re- 
qKmidble  for  the  present  coarse  and  intore 
poUoy  al  thii  admimBtnticHi,  in  relation  to  tiie 


[H.  or  K. 

carreney,  and  every  other  interest  connected 
with  it.  And  let  no  one  delude  himseif  with  . 
the  idea  that  Ihen  is  nothing  to  be  appre- 
hended from  die  men  in  power,  however  mis- 
chievous or  wicked  their  de^na.  Let  us  not 
underrate  the  genius  and  abiufy  of  those  who 
possess  the  guiding  influence  over  onr  pnblio 
affairs  at  the  present  junctnre.  They  are  pro- 
foundly versed  in  tiie  knowled^  of  men  and 
of  die  motives  to  human  action.  They  are 
also  distinguished  for  great  caution,  secrecy, 
and  skill  in  effecting  their  porposes.  They 
possess  another  great  advantage  over  most  men 
who  have  attained  their  influenoe  and  station 
in  Government  and  sodety.  They  are  for  the 
most  part  entirely  reoklesa  of  all  conseqaencea. 
exceiit  such  as  relate  to  tiiemaelves,  and  aflieoi 
their  interests.  Such  persons — snch  advan- 
tages, are  not  to  be  slightly  regarded  by  those 
who  desire  to  restore  the  country  to  quiet  and 
prosperity.  Oan  we  who  sit  here  any  longer 
doabt  the  skill  of  the  administration  in  carry- 
ing their  measures  t  Have  the  oppontion  yet 
succeeded — is  there  any  probabDity  that  they 
will  succeed,  in  effecting  a  single  modification 
of  any  one  meosore  of  all  those  which  were  no 
doubt  prepared  before  we  sat  out  from  our 
homes,  which  have  been  sahmitted  to  us  mere- 
ly, as  it  would  seem,  that  we  might  confirm  by 
our  votes  what  long  since  bad  been  resolved 
upon  and  fixed  by  uie  Exeoative  Department 
of  the  Government  f  No  facts,  however  stub- 
born or  important — no  reasoning,  however  con- 
clodve  and  ananswerable—liave  the  least  efi^t; 
the  measures  must,  and,  it  seems,  will  be  car- 
ried. Allliongh,  dr,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
relying  upon  rumors  which  I  hear  out  of  doors, 
yet  I  have  heard  it  stated  from  such  respectable 
sonrces  this  morning,  that  the  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasury  has  had  such  entire  confidence  in  the 
success  of  every  measure  proposed  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  and,  among  others,  the  bill 
now  under  discusdou,  that  the  plates  for  print- 
ing the  notes  have  already  been  engraved,  and 
perhaps  the  notes  actually  struck  If  I  do 
any  injustice  to  the  Secretary,  I  will  (^wnhr 
acknowledge  ittiie  moment  the  statement  shaU 
be  denied  upon  his  anthority.  But,  sh',  if  this 
be  the  fact,  how  idle,  how  absurd,  are  all  onr 
discussions  here?  Every  thing  is  fixed  and 
settled  by  an  influence  and  power  beyond  oar 
c<HitroI.  Hy  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Undkbwood)  was  not  aware  of  the  groonid 
upon  which  he  was  treading  last  evening.  In 

firoposing  his  amendment,  and  In  what  a  di- 
emma  he  would  have  placed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry  if  he  had  carried  it. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  destiny  of  this 
hill,  I  will  not  forbear  to  show  that  it  is  founded 
upon  a  pretext  which  is  ntterly  unfounded. 
Sir,  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Ti^asnry  whioh  it 
has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  odminlstnvtimi 
to  prodnce— which  they  have  not  designedly 
created,  and  which  they  cannot  amply  snpplj 
without  the  aid  of  this  bill  I  say,  dr,  that 
there  is  no  evidence  befwe  os^  or  before  tike 
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public,  that  there  is,  or  is  likely  to  be,  anj  defi- 
ciencr  of  means  In  tile  Treasury  to  meet  all 
the  demands  upon  It  daring  the  remaining 
quarter  of  the  year,  except  this  bill ;  by  which 
it  seems  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  are  required 
by  the  administration  for  the  pnblio  service. 
Every  other  circnmstanoe  in  the  conduct  of 
the  administration  indicates  an  overflowing 
Treoanry.  At  the  very  moment,  and  during  the 
entire  period,  within  which  it  might  be  sup- 
posed this  allwed  deficiency  of  means  in  the 
Treasury  would  be  felt  or  apprehended,  what 
has  been  tiie  nniform  course  of  the  administra- 
tion t  One  of  nniform  eztravaganoe  and  pro- 
fusion, as  far  as  the  e3i>enditures  of  the  public 
mon^a  are  concerned.  Need  I  refer  to  tiie 
evidence  ftunished  by  the  report  of  the  Chief 
of  the  En^eer  Department,  which  has  been 
laid  upon  our  table,  that  special  instmctiona 
had  been  issued  last  spring  that  the  moneys 
appropriated  should  be  expended  as  speedily  as 

Siossible  f  Need  I  recapitulate  the  facts,  that 
bur  millions  of  dollars  aslced  at  the  last  session 
for  the  support  of  the  Florida  war,  are  stated 
to  have  been  already  exhausted,  and  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  more  ore  demanded,  and  yet  the 
campaign  has  not  opened;  that,  jndging  from 
the  accounts  which  we  see  in  the  public  papers, 
and  from  minora,  seven  or  eight  tbonsand 
troops  are  aboot  being  collected  to  oppose  some 
fifteen  hundred  hostile  Indians  and  negroes  t 
Boas  this  look  like  an  ezhansted  T^-easnryt 
But  we  need  not  go  so  far  for  proo&  of  the 
tme  condition  of  the  Treasury.  Look  around 
yon,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the  scenes  that  are 
passing  before  onr  eyes  almost  every  day.  How 
many  delegations  from  far  distant  tribes  of 
Indians  have  we  seen  during  this  short  session, 
decked  out  in  all  the  extravagant  and  fantastic 
trappings  of  savage  pomp  and  vanity,  come, 
sir,  for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  a  now 
well-cstabliened  system  of  policy,  of  supplying 
the  deficits  which  have  lately  been  felt  m  the 
coffers  of  some  favorite  officeholders,  jobbers, 
or  agents  of  some  kind,  which  swarm  upon 
yonr  north-western  frontier !  "We  know,  sir, 
that  this  has  been  regarded  as  a  great  abuse  for 
the  last  ten  years,  yet  we  see  it  daily  increasing. 
So  imposing  and  pompous  an  exhibition  of 
bands  of  savages  from  our  Western  frontier,  I 
believe  has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this 
eity,  as  during  the  present  short  session.  We 
have  r^nlar  and  formal  bulletins  announcing 
their  movements  in  all  the  diuly  papers  of  the 
<uty ;  and  thousands  of  the  resident  and  visiting 
population  are  frequently  entertained  by  public 
councils  held  with  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  acme  of  the  public  buildings  in  the 
Court  end  of  the  oity.  It  is  even  left  doabtftil, 
irbetber  the  interest  got  np  by  these  exhibitions 
has  not  surpassed,  for  the  time,  that  inspired 
by  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  weighty  and 
Important  as  the  matters  ore  which  brought  us 
together. 

Bnt,  rir,  there  is  a  mndi  better  way  yet  of 
SQpplying  any  possible  deficiency  of  means  ]n 
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the  lYeasnry,  and  at  the  same  time  ci  relter- 
inff  the  people  as  well  as  the  Govemmoit. 
I  haTe  said  there  ia  no  d^eit  in  the  Treasoiy 
but  such  a  one  as  the  administration.  In  tiie 
ezerdse  of  their  discretion,  and  to  fbrther  their 
schemes  of  future  policy,  had  created.  I  have 
already  shown  that,  by  continuing  the  practice 
of  drawing  upon  the  deposit  banks,  as  hereto- 
fore, the  deficit  vanishes ;  but,  say  the  friends 
of  the  administration,  we  want  to  -snpply  a 
medium  of  exchange ;  we  wish  to  put  into  cir- 
culation a  species  of  paper  in  the  Rhape  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  which  will  be  a  relief  to  the  country 
just  at  this  time.  Hy  remedy  for  any  real  or 
pretended  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  one 
which  Is  certainly  called  for  by  the  snfitering 
conation  of  the  conntty,  is  to  compel  the  Gtov- 
emment  to  recognise  and  aooredit  the  oa^  cir- 
culating medinm  which  has  any  eilstence  in 
the  country,  by  receiving  and  disbursing  the 
public  revenue  in  it.  And  the  most  surprinng 
feature  in  the  history  of  the  times,  id  that  a 
whole  people  would  so  long  submit  without  tu- 
mult and  open  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive requiring  all  dues  to  the  Government  to 
be  collected  in  gold  and  diver.  Gold  and  ulver 
no  longer  circulate — ^they  are  only  to  be  acquired 
by  purchase  and  by  paying  a  price  regulated 
like  any  other  artide  of  property,  by  the  pro- 
portion between  the  supply  and  the  demand. 
They  are  articles  bought  and  sold  Just  like  any 
othor  Commodity  of  trade,  and  have,  nuNreover, 
1>een  rendered  scarce  and  nigh  by  the  great  de- 
mand which  has  existed  to  pay  foreign  debts^ 
and  by  being  hoarded  in  biuifcs  and  by  individ- 
uals. An  example  of  equal  daring,  on  the  port 
of  the  administration  of  a  Government,  does  not 
exist  on  record.  The  most  arbitrary  and  des- 
potic monarch  that  ever  sat  upon  a  throne, 
would  not  have  dared  to  issue  such  an  edict  as 
went  forth  from  the  Executive  of  this  Govern- 
ment after  the  deposit  banks  suspended  specie 
payment;  nor  would  the  power  of  any  such 
tyrant  have  been  safe  under  such  an  experi- 
ment It  is  only  in  a  Government  at  least 
nominaUy  free,  and  dalming  to  act  In  the  name 
of  the  TOople,  that  snch  a  measure  eonid  be 
sustained  at  all;  and,  but  for  the  interests  of 
party,  which  have  for  some  years  been  para- 
mount to  every  6ther  in  this  coniAryi  even  in 
this  free  government  the  administration  would 
have  been  compelled  to  have  convoked  Con- 
gress, or  to  have  permitted  the  public  taxes 
to  be  paid  in  the  circulating  meoium  of  the 
country  within  one  month  from  the  com- 
mencement of  a  different  experiment  The 
present  bill  proposes  to  sustain  this  gross  out- 
rage upon  the  people ;  the  attempt  to  collect  a 
revenue  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, not  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try, wUeh  the  Government  rejects  and  spurns, 
but  in  an  artide  of  traffic,  in  a  species  of  prop- 
erty which  must  be  bought  at  any  sacrifice,  and 
when  it  is  collected  is  to  be  poured  into  the  lap 
of  a  favorite  and  preferred  dass.  No  other 
Gomnmeut  ooold  stsnd  under  sndi  an  ezperi- 
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meat  sixty  days.   I  call  upon  the  Hoom, 
Tweeting  ^is  bill,  to  oompel  the  adminiatnlion 
to  abanaon  .this  nijiist,  and  belbre  unheard-of 
polioj. 

Mr.  Bbonsoit  Baid :  Hr,  Speaker,  I  have  lis- 
tened to  the  debates  on  this  bill,  and  given  them 
all  due  attention ;  and  tbe  Tarions  objections 
wluoh  have  been  nused  in  the  progress  of  this 
d^asaion  agunst  an  issne  of  Treasnry  notes, 
have  received  from  me  attentive  consideration. 

I  was  in  favor  of  the  project  from  the  first,  if 
tbe  state  of  the  TreasDir  was  such  aa  to  war- 
rant it,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  which  to 
mj  mind  is  a  safflcient  objection  against  it 
Let  as  look  far  a  moment  to  the  ground  which 
ve  oooni^  in  relation  to  tlds  matter,  and  the 
point  at  which  we  hare  arrived  in  this  disonsdon. 

Jb  it  not,  dr,  a  conceded  point  that  the  Treas- 
ury is  nearly  or  quite  exhausted — ^that  in  a 
short  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  money, 
either  by  loan  or  otherwise,  unless  the  una- 
vailable funds  now  in  hand  can  be  realized?  I 
shall  not  here  go  into  a  review  of  the  financial 
condition  of  ^e  conntry,  or  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  as  exhibited  by  the  Secretary's  re- 
port, or  the  various  explanations  of  that  report, 
which  have  been  made  on  this  floor.  I  assume 
tbe  position  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
Treasury,  or  that  such  will  be  the  case  very 
shortly— 4nd  that  mmiey  is  needed  to  carry  on 
tbe  operations  of  the  Oovernment  We  are 
t(dd  so  by  the  Seoretarr  of  tbe  Treasury,  and 
by  thech^nnan  of  the  Committee  of- Ways  and 
Heans.  The  whole  of  this  debate  has  proceed- 
ed upon  that  supposition ;  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennea- 
see,  (Mr.  Bkll,)  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others, 
audi  has  been  allowed  to  be  the  tme  state  of 
the  Treasury  by  all  who  have  addressed  the 
House  on  this  subject.  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  such  is  the  fact,  and  the  point  that  is 
now  presented  is  simply,  in  what  manner  shsJl 
we  replenish  tbe  Treasury ;  I  say  merely  the 
Treasury,  ani  not  an'  ezhaaated  or  bankrupt 
Tkeasury;  for,  mr,  we  have  am^Ie  resources, 
as  won  as  they  can  be  realized,  without  resort- 
ing to  taxes  or  duties.  It  is  only  neoessary  to 
rewnrt  to  some  temporary  expedioit  to  enable 
the  Government  to  go  cm  and  to  Aimish  the 
IVeasury  with  tbe  necessary  means,  untQ  the 
debts  due  to  the  Government,  and  tbe  ample 
but  at  present  unavfulable  means  whidt  we 
have,  can  be  realized  without  unnecessary  dis- 
tress or  pressure  upon  the  people. 

You  have  now,  sir,  upon  your  table,  a  bill 
postponing  the  payment  of  duty  bonds  nine 
months,  and  another,  allowing  time  to  the 
d^Kxdt  banks 'to  pay  the  balances  due  from 
thfinLneither  of  whioh  are  yet  acted  upon  in 
this  House,  but  botii  of  whidi,  so  ftr  as  any 
opinion  has  been  elicited,  meet  with  universal 
favor.  In  fact,  sir,  I  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
membor  on  this  floor  who  is  not  prepared  to 
BDpput  both  of  those  measures;  and  gentlemen 
(^imsed  to  the  administration  and  to  this  Ull, 
are  sniqxMed  to  be  partioolarly  &T<nnble  to 
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those.  Can  gentlemm  of  the  oroositkHi,  then, 
flul  to  see  tiie  efbot  that  the  demdi  of  this  Inll 
most  have  upon  those  measures!  Are  they. 
dneere  in  denring  a  delay  upon  tiie  duty  bonds, 
and  the  allowance  of  further  time  to  the  de- 
posit banks,  and  yet  oppose  this  measure, 
which  if  defeated  must  necessarily  result  in 
the  defeat  of  both  those  bills }  Are  they  will- 
ing to  assume  the  responsibility  of  denying 
any  extension  to  the  banks,  or  on  the  duty  bonds, 
which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
reftising  to  pass  this  biUt  I  apprehend,  sir, 
that  gentiemen  have  not  duly  weighed  these 
considerations,  and  yet  it  would  seem  impossi- 
ble that  they  can  have  oveiiooked  thefiut  that, 
by  exaeting  immediate  p^ment  of  the  doty 
braids  and  bank  belanoes,  not  only  the  seeuri^ 
or  safety  of  the  debts  ndght  be  endangered,  but 
that  increaaed  pressure  and  distress  must  be  felt 
through  all  the  ramiflootions  of  society;  and 
yet,  sir,  how  can  that  result  be  rnvfrfded  if  this 
bill  is  defeated  t 

But,  sir,  another  and  more  weighty  objection 
is  now  nt^ed  to  this  bill.  After  it  had  been 
debated  nearly  two  days,  it  was  suddenly  dis- 
covered to  be  an  enemy  in  disguise ;  a  scheme 
fraught  with  ail  sorts  of  mischief  to  tiie  country 
and  danger  to  onr  institutions ;  in  short,  an  in- 
cipient step  towards  a  Treasury  baolE,-as  an  en- 
tering w^lge  towards  a  permanent  national 
paper  onrrenoy.  The  changes  have  been  rung 
upon  these  words  in  all  forms  and  shapes,  nnlu 
the  ear  is  weary  of  the  repetition  ;  and  like  the 
old  United  States  Bank,  which  the  gentieman 
from  Ifassachusetts  insisted  had  become  a  kind 
of  "  stalking  horse  "  in  this  House,  sir,  this  idea 
of  a  "Treasury Bank"  "a  Government  paper 
currency  "  has  become  akind  of  *'  stalkinghorse  " 
to  this  bill,  which  is  led  in  upon  this  floor  by 
every  speaker  of  the  opposition,  to  frighten 
members  out  of  their  votes  in  favor  of  this 
measure.  Now,  sir,  I  am  as  much  opposed  to 
a  Treasury  bank  as  any  of  the  gentiemen  who 
oppose  this  bill ;  and  I  would  eo  as  far  in  op- 
posing any  measure  which  womd  be  an  incipi- 
ent step  towards  snoh  an  institution,  or  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  an  irredeemable 
Government  paper  onrrenoy,  as  the  most  patri- 
otic of  them ;  but,  after'a  very  candid  exami- 
nation of  the  subject  in  all  its  barings,  and  after 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  bill,  I  cannot  discover 
tbe  lurking  dangers  with  which  other  gentie- 
men seem  to  think  it  is  fraught.  I  am  not  able 
to  perceive  any  foundation  for  a  Treasury  bank 
or  for  a  permanent  Government  paper  currency 
lurking  about  the  bill,  or  incident  to  it.  It  is, 
dr,  a  very  plain,  intelligible  bill,  Just  what  it 
pniports  to  be  on  theuoeofit,  and  meaning 
notmng  more  than  Is  expresaed  ^  a  mere  tern- 
|>orary  expedient,  to  enable  the  Treasury,  by  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  a  limited  amount, 
to  fulfil  its  obligations;  thus  anticipating  the 
moneys  due  to  the  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  do  it  without  laying  any  taxes  or 
new  duties.  Tbe  issue  of  -Treasury  notes  Is 
confined  to  ten  millions,  beyond  which  amount 


Digitized  by 


620 


ABBIDQMSNT  09  THE 


H.  wB.] 

no  isaae  can  be  made ;  and,  to  make  assorance 
donblf  Bare,  I  will  myself  propose  the  amend- 
ment ofl%r«d  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  hy 
the  ^ntleman  from  Maryland,  QSr.  Johmbon,) 
limitmgthe  time  within  which  these  notes  shidl 
be  issued  to  the  first  of  June,  1889,  or  some 
other  shorter  lime,  so  as  to  throw  aroand  the 
bill  all  those  Bttfegaarda  neoeasary  to  render  it, 
as  it  is  intended  to  be,  and  as  it  purports  to  be 
on  the  faoe  of  it,  a  meaanre  merely  temporary. 
By  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  shall,  sir,  be  able  to 
extend  all  reasonable  indalgence  to  the  Govern- 
ment debtors,  at  a  time  when  it  is  not  only  the 
interest  but  l^e  duty  of  the  GoTemment  to  do 
so;  we  shall  fiimi^  a  temporary  circulation 
whi<^  may  and  will  be  need,  not  only  as  a  re- 
mittance to  Enrope,  but  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  Union ;  which  will  have  a  tendency 
to  equalize  exchanges,  retain  our  specie  from 
foreign  exportation,  restore  commercial  confi- 
dence, and  in  every  way  relieve  the  conntry, 
without  injury  to  the  Government  or  danger  to 
<nir  institutions.  I  say  without  danger  to  our 
institations ;  for,  really,  sir,  I  cannot  see  the 
least  shadow  of  foon^ion  for  the  aoprehen- 
sions  of  genUemen  on  that  point  This  is  a 
measure  which  has  before  been  adopted  by  this 
Government,  and  without  any  ol^eoUon  as  to 
its  eonstitntionality.  It  is  no  new  experiment, 
sir ;  no  trifiing  wiUi  the  supposed  powers  given 
us  by  the  constitution ;  but  the  judicious  exer- 
cise of  those  powers  clearly  granted,  and  an 
exercise  sanctioned  as  well  by  authority  of  a 
former  Congress,  as  by  sound  discretion  and  a 
Just  regard  for  a  suffering  country. 

Hr.  Uautbd  entered  mto  an  argnment  to 
|Hrave  that  Treasury  notes  were  bills  of  credit, 
and  therefore  not  warranted  by  the  otmslitn- 
tion.  He  qn(^ed  the  Ibssage  of  Qenenl  Jack- 
son in  1886,  Judge  Harshall,  and  varions  decis- 
ions of  the  Supremo  Court,  in  snpport  of  his 
position.  lie  was,  therefore,  unwilling  to 
give  to  the  admimstration  the  power  <tf  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  as  they  evidently  had  no  right 
so  to  do. 

He  contended  that  the  language  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  bill  itself,  indicated  that  the 
notes  were  intended  to  form  a  constituent  part 
of  the  currency,  which  of  itsdf  was  a  sufflcieot 
obje(^on.  He  also  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
gronnd  that  it  prorided  no  fund  for  tiie  /e- 
aempti<m  of  such  notes,  and  quoted  anUiorities 
to  show  that  Gtovemment  Mbta  should  never 
be  incurred  withont  some  spedflc  means  being 
appropriated  for  tiieir  liquidation.  It  was  like- 
wise liis  opinion  that  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  wonldprevent  the  banks  resuming  niecie 
payment  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  be- 
cause it  woul^lay  the  foundation  of  a  Treasury 
bank,  and  add  to  the  Executive  {fower,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  boy  up  the  liberties  cNf  tlie  people. 

[A  great  ntunber  of  amendmenls  were  dwa  dHacd 
40  the  bQI,  and  succesdrely  nyected ;  when — "] 

[Oct.  9.1— The  que8ti<Mi  recurring  on  agreeing 
with  the  Oonnnitte«  of  the  yihxAi  on  the  state 
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of  the  Union  in  the  whole  amendments  to  the 
bill  as  amended,  (being  a  sutistitntion  of  tiie 
Honse  bill,  as  amended  by  Ur.  Southoatb'b  mo- 
tion, BS  for  the  Senate's  bill,)  it  was  decided  by 
—yeas  123,  nays  99. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bHI  to  A 
third  raiding,  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

Yxas. — HesBTS.  Andetson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beattf,  Btime,  Bidmell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden, 
Booldln,  Brodliead,  Bronson,  Bmyn,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Joim  Campbell, 
Timothy  J.  Garter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Ckl- 
borae,  Clark,  CleveUnd,  Coles,  Connor,  Crai^,  Crary, 
Cushznan,  Davee,  DeGnff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  James  Garland, 
lUce  Garland,  Gholscm,  Glascodc,  Orantlaod,  Gmt, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  WUUam  H. 
Hunter,  IngUam,  Thomas  B.  Jadraon,  J^>ez  Jackson, 
Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kathaoid  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kembte,  Kilgore,  Klmgensmith, 
Lswler,  L^ore,  Leadbetter,  Ixsan,  A.  Loomis, 
Lyon,  J.  U.  Mason,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  UcClellan,  HcClure,  McEhn, 
Miller,  Hon^mery,  Moore,  S.  W.  Morris,  Knhlen- 
be^  Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owena,  Pahner,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phdps, 
Plmner,  Pope,  Potter,  Pratt,  ^ntiss,  Bariden,  Bdly, 
Khett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  BoUtb, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Yanderveer,  Wagener, 
Bter,  Weeks,  T.  T.  WhitUesey,  Jared  W.  WiUiaaa, 
Worthhigtoa,  Tdl— 187. 

Kats.— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Homan  AUen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  WilSam  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Oiambcrs, 
Cliestham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Gushing,  Daribigton,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, DuBD,  Elmore,  Bverett,  Ewh^  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, Fry,  Gray,  Goode,  James  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  HoBbum,  R.  M.  T.  Honter, 
Jenifer,  W.  C.  Jt^nscm,  Leiris,  Lincoln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Millieui,  M.  Morris,  G.  Morria, 
Kaylor,  tele,  Patterson,  Fearce,  Peck,  FhiUipe, 
Potts,  Reed,  Bencher,  lUdgway,  Robertaon,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  ^eiq>erd,  C.  Shep- 
ard,  Shields,  SiUnr,  Blade,  Snyder,  Bonthsate,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Albert  &  White,  J.  White,  K.  Whittlesey,  L.  YHl- 
Hams,  S.  Willliams,  J.  L.  Willbms,  a  H.  Williama, 
Wise,  Y(^e— 98. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


TcKsnAT,  October  10. 
Th€  Suh-Treamry  BiU. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unlob,  (Ife.  Sum, 
of  M^ne,  in  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Pioekks,  the  Senate  bill, 
for  imponng  additional  duties  as  depositories, 
in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers,  was  taken  up. 

Ur.  PioEENB  said ;  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  trespass  opiu  the  attoiaon  of  this 
committee,  by  discussing  minutely  those  ab- 
ttmae  questions  connected  with  currency  and 
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trade,  I  too  well  onderBtand  the  aagacity  of 
this  oommittee,  and  its  prafQond  common  sense, 
to  detain  them  long  upon  th<»e  sabjeots.  I 
know  well,  sir,  that  for  a  mai^  to  disconrse  here 
upon  carrenoy,  trade,  and  commerce,  at  least  if 
he  expects  to  conmiand  the  attenUon  of  this 
body,  he  most  have  a  high  character  for  es- 
periecce,  and  be  blessed  ^so  with  a  good  old 
age.  Tes,  if  he  expects  to  entertain  this  Hoose 
upon  those  abstroae  qnestions,  be  must  first  put 
on  the  "  powdered  and  "  fiur  top-boots," 
and  pUoe  himself  on  the  "tr^Mjd,"  and  talk 
about  trade  and  ocnnmeroe  beyond  the  waters, 
and  in  another  hemisphere,  thirty  or  forty  years 
agb-  Such  a  man  woold  be  listened  to  as  a 
•age,  partitialu-ly  if  he  stepped  fbrth  as  the  ad- 
Tooate  of  some  peoaliar  theory,  or  if  he  ascribed 
the  prev^ling  embarrassmaitB  to  some  foreign 
or  remote  cause,  or  declared  them  to  be  owing 
to  oanses  beyond  onr  control;  to  somethiog 
that  operated  deeply  upon  the  commnnity, 
which  they  coold  neither  foresee  nor  avert  I 
If  one  were  to  proclaim  the  doctrine  that  oar 
suffering  and  ruin  have  sprung  from  over-spec- 
ulation, over-tradiim;,  or  extravagance,  or  a 
oombioation  of  them  all;  or  if  he  were  to  say 
that  many  a  man  had  been  brouriit  to  bank- 
rnptoy  and  poverty  by  dashing  fortii  in  a  coach 
and  four,  with  splendy^bmaBk  curtains,  Brus- 
sels carpets,  ana  broa^Hirrors,  upon  a  capital 
in  reality  of  bat  three^nndred  dollars,  with  a 
credit  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  he  would  ad- 
vance such  sentiments  hut  to  call  down  upon 
bis  head  the  denunciations  of  the  wise  in  this 
enlightened  age  for  his  folly  and  his  madness  I 
But  while  I  am  not  di^Kwed  minutely  to  touch 
tiiese  intricate  points,  I  cannot  altogether  over- 
look them  without  a  passing  notice. 

The  immediate  causes,  ur,  of  our  distress 
arise  fhnn  that  peculiar  s^tem  of  credit  and 
oorrency  which  has,  for  the  lart  five  years, 
been  emailed  so  ext^ively  both  in  England 
and  in  this  eoontry.  In  England,  during  the 
yew  1836  alone,  no  less  than  two  hundred 
Joint-stock  banks  were  created ;  the  influence 
of  which  was  deeply  felt,  first  in  that  country, 
and  then  in  this.  Vast  facilities  were  extended 
to  our  capitalists,  while,  also,  they  received  an 
extension  of  the  credit  system  here,  connected 
with  a  peculiar  juncture  in  our  affiurs  during 
the  same  period.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  about  to  wind  up,  or  was  supposed 
to  be  about  to  wind  np,  its  cweema.  For 
twenty  yeara  bad  that  instttotion  held  a  con- 
trol over  the  onirenoy  and  exdianges  of  the 
ooontry,  mi  hnndreoi,  I  mig^t  umost  say 
tiiouaanda,  of  oUier  inBtitotlona  were  created  in 
order  to  supply  the  demand  in  the  circulating 
medium  which,  it  was  supposed,  would  ensue 
npoa  tlie  decease  of  that  bank.  We  all  know 
too,  (I  refer  to  these  things  as  matters  of  his- 
tory,) that  a  war  at  that  time  was  carried  on 
og^nst  that  institution ;  and  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  counter  interests  in  society,  the 
deposits  of  this  Gcovemment  were  placed  in 
local  ioBtitotioDs ;  and  that  these  lalter,  after 
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being  made  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Government, 
with  an  immense  surplus,  were  expressly  en- 
couraged, nay  more,  eojoined,  to  enlarge  their 
circulation.  This,  connected  with  the  extended 
credit  system  in  Great  Briton,  and  the  long 
peace  which  had  engendered  confidence,  pro- 
ducing large  investments  of  foreign  capital  in 
our  stocks,  had  the  efiect  of  expanding  our 
local  currency  and  credits,  and  prodnced  a  ^- 
gantio  system  of  speculation  and  eotorfviae 
never  witnessed  in  any  age  or  country  before. 
I  do  not  allude  to  the  increased  amount  of  mere 
iasnes  aUme;  but  thd  bills,  checks,  and  other 
Bulwtitates  for  money  which  these  banks 
brought  into  circulation.  This  produced  a 
bloated  system  of  credit,  which,  with  the  ajH 
parent  prosperity  of  the  times,  seemed  to  ex- 
pand and  place  unbounded  means  within  the 
grasp  of  umost  every  indivl^al  member  of 
society.  He  seemed  to  breathe  a  new  atmo»- 
phere,  and  gaze  alone  upon  the  splendid  fortune 
that  flittered  before  his  excited  imamnation. 

This  system  -  has  one  remarkably  peculiar 
feature.  It  grows  up,  is  fostered  and  nourished 
under  free  institutions.  But  there  ii  another 
remarkable  prlociple  in  it,  that,  after  it  has 
spread  itself  into  all  the  ramifications  of  society, 
then,  sir,  those  who  depend  upon  it,  and  are 
deeply  idoitified  with  it,  (althongh  at  first 
apnn^ng  np  under  free  institutions,)  soon  be- 
come deposed  to  Icon,  for  aid  and  support, 
upon  any  Government,  no  matter  how  despotic, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  a  shock  by  reform 
or  revolution. 

The  slightest  irregular  movement  of  the  Crov- 
emment  must  nec^sarily  produce  an  electrio 
shock  in  this  delicate  and  vital  credit  system, 
which  would  be  felt,  and  extend  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  circumference  of  all  society.  It  can 
only  live  under  a  free  Government,  as  &r  re- 
moved from  it  as  possible ;  and,  if  it  be  onoe 
brought  into  oontaet  with  a  lawless  Govern- 
ment it  must  either  finll  all  together,  or  lean 
upon  that  Government  for  protection  and  sup- 
port, and  become  intimately  identified  with  it. 
Now  I  am  about  to  refer  to  something  which 
belongs  to  the  history  of  this  question,  and 
which  has  happened  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years.  To  my  mind,  it  is  an  example  not 
to  be  disregarded,  but  presents  a  lesson  of  pro- 
found wisdom,  which  no  one  oan  reflect  upon 
without  profit.  The  war  made  upon  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  seizure  of  the  pub* 
lie  deposits — a  seizure  without  law — :0«iaed 
local  institutions  to  sprinff  np  like  mnshrooma, 
under  the  fbstoin^  oare  of  an  aU-powerftil  hand 
here,  dispenainff  distinction  and  patronage  and 
wealth,  until  aU  society  became,  as  it  were,  de- 
pendent npon  his  will  and  movements.  Let  no 
man  be  induced  to  create  the  same  state  of 
thii^^  again,  when  a  bold  and  daring  genins 
may  1>e  tempted  to  run  the  same  career,  and 
bring  the  pn^rty  and  honest  industry  of  the 
counti^  under  the  will  and  mercy  of  him  who 
may  give  life  and  soul  to  this  Fedwal  Qovem- 
ment. 
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This  conflict  produced  s  tremendous  ehoek. 
and  even  the  bankiog  Bystem  itsell^  the  local 
institQtions,  created  for  ue  express  pnrpoee  of 
mstainiog  the  warfare  against  that  oversbadov- 
iug  central  institution,  have  been  paralyzed,  for 
a  time  at  least,  under  its  desolating  effects. 
And  here  I  will  say,  that  though  I  ever  be- 
lievod  in  the  nnconstitutionalitj  of  that  institu- 
tion, yet  those  who  made  war  upon  it  never 
could  have  succeeded  without  raising  up  pow- 
erftil  local  antagonist  interests.  The  effect  of 
that  war  was  fdt  from  one  end  oi  the  country 
to  the  other,  and  the  consequence  wm,  that 
■agaoions  capitalists,  in  stocks,  ready  for  any 
result,  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  safe  inrest- 
ments;  and  hence  it  was  that  we  find  such 
extensive  inrestments  in  real  estate,  to  the 
amount  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  in  two  years 
alone,  in  the  pyblio  lands,  besides  upwards  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  other  real  estate  spec- 
ulations, such  aa  town  and  village  property,  &o. 
This  conflict  agunst  credit,  deeply  affecting 
currency,  was  anticipated  by  capitalists^  who 

E referred  risking  the  loss  of  something  lu  the 
igh  prices  of  real  estate,  to  a  probable  loss  of 
alC  It  was  at  least  iuTCsting  in  something  be- 
y<nid  total  destTucUon  fran  an  arbitrary  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  when  this  change  l)egan,  and  the  capital- 
ists t>egau  to  contract  their  credit,  the  banking 
institutions  of  the  country  also  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  contract  too.  And  what  was  the 
result!  Why,  the  result  was  exactly  what  we 
now  experience. 

Approaching  this  juncture,  viz.  in  1886,  the 
deposit  act  was  passed,  to  be  carried  into  effect 
in  18S7.  I  was  a  supporter  of  that  law,  sir, 
but  I  understood  it  at  that  time,  as  I  now  un- 
derstand it  to  ho,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  for  gen- 
eral account  and  settlement  with  those  instltn- 
tions  which  had.  up.  to  that  time,  leaned  upon, 
and  been  sustatned  by,  the  cre^t  uid  fiscal 
aolion  of  this  GoTemment  They  were  there- 
fore  compelled  by  that  distribution  or  deporit 
act,  and  particularly  in  the  pecuUar  manner  in 
which  it  was  executed,  to  come  to  a  general 
aooonut.  Their  paper  was  necusarily  com- 
pelled to  be  "  convertible "  paper,  or  tliey 
themselves  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. This  circamstauoe,  connected  with  our 
immense  foreign  debt,  and  the  demand  thereby 
produced  for  specie,  or  ite  representative, 
abroad,  brought  alwnt  this  result;  Uiat  is, 
tax)ught  us  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
country,  under  a  general  snspendon  of  spede 
payments  by  the  banks. 

But,  Mr.  Oh^rman,  I  will  say  here  that  the 
great  and  radical  difficulty,  and,  in  &ot,  the 
primary  cause,  that  produced  the  present  state 
of  tbinp,  arises  fVom  the  peculiar  currency, 
which,  m  modem  times,  has  so  much  extended 
Itself  in  Great  Britain  and  in  this  country,  and 
its  peculiar  capacity  for  expansion  and  contrac- 
tion, in  the  bands  and  under  the  control  of 
banks  and  banbers ;  and  particularly  from  the 
ftot,  that  there,  as  here,  the  system  has  de- 


pended upon  and  been  so  deeply  identified  with 
Government,  and  its  financial  action,  for  sup- 
port and  eztmsive  credit  This  is  the' real  and 
radical  cause  which  has  produced  litis  great 
shock  in  our  modem  hanking  and  credit  sys* 
tem. 

Sir,  under  this  suspenson  of  specie  payments 
the  Government  is  found  in  a  peculiar  situa- 
tion. Under  the  law  of  1816  it  can  reoeiv^  in 
payment  of  its  dues,  nothing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver, or  convertible  paper,  or  notes  of  the  thm 
Bank  of  the  United  Btat«;  the  latter  clHUse 
became,  however,  praoticslly  repealed  when 
these  institutions  suspended  specie  payments, 
thereby  making  their  paper  iuconvertiUe. 
Then  there  was,  in  fact,  under  tiie  provisions 
of  the  law,  an  immediate  separation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
country.  Under  the  law,  tbe  Government 
could  not  take  inconvertible  paper,  and  con- 
vertible paper  did  not  exist  ftwu  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  with  tbe  honorable  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  one  or  two  bontcs  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  a  single  small  institution 
in  tiie  State  <»  Ohio.  And  now,  dr,  the  great 
question  presented  to  this  commit^  is,  not 
whether  you  will  separate  the  banks  iVom  the 
GoTerament,  because  that  la  already  done,  but 
the  great  question  i^^hether  and  how  we 
shall  reunite  the  Go^Vment  and  the  banks. 
Under  this  view  of  the  case,  we  have  three 
alternatives  presented  to  us : 

The  first  IS,  to  reunite  ourselves,  or  rather 
the  Government,  with  the  State  institutions,  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  connected 
for  tbe  last  three  or  four  years. 

The  second  is,  the  proposition  creatinf^  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  national  institu- 
tion to  conduct  the  fiscal  operations  of  this 
Government,  and  rcftolate  the  exchanges  and 
currency  of  the  conn&y. 

The  third  ia,  the  jpit^Kirition  on  your  table, 
sir,  to  sa>arate  the  Government  and  Its  agenti 
from  all  bulks  whatever. 

Now,  rir,  as  to  the  first  proposition :  if  w« 
do  not  separate  the  Government  from  the  hanks 
in  this  peculiar  juncture  of  our  affurs,  we  never 
can  separate  them.  The  system  will  be  fixed 
Qpon  us  forever,  and  we  compelled  to  mn  the 
same  round  we  have  done  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years  in  periodical  terms,  and  then  be  in 
t^e  same,  or  worse  condition — distracted  and 
embarrassed  from  one  end  oi  the  oountiy  to 
the  other. 

Now,  Mr.  Ohi^rman,  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  aa  to  the  OMnparuou  between  the  wata 
bank  system,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  peculiar 
policy  of  B^ianiting  the  Gorermnent  and  its 
agents  from  all  hanks  whatever.  I  have  heard 
too  much  declamation  and  no  littie  denuncia- 
tion of  that  system,  that  it  is  tbe  most  out- 
rageous proposition  ever  presented  to  the  Amer^ 
ican  people ;  tiut  it  is,  in  £aot,  a  Treasury  bank. 
Tea,  sir,  I  have  heard  much  declamation  upon 
that  sntject,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  (better 
suited  to  ii«wsp^»er  pdUica  than  grave  lej^sbh 
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fitm,)  bat  I  confess  to  70a  that  that  declama- 
tloa  <Hil7  remiDds  me  ■very  strongly  of  the  de- 
Bcription  of  s  certain  ffrandiloqnait  doss  of 
poets  which  A  profound  and  p<uished  annent 
oritio  desoribea  as  swelling — 

'  Ineeptto  g^vibaa  plenimqae  et  magiia  proftnla, 
Pvrpareiu,  late  anl  iplenaMt,  nnns  «t  klt«r 
Auoltur  panniu/' 

It  ia  not  pretended  that  this  Bystem  is  perfect, 
becaase  yoa  cannot  present  any  system  to  the 
people  that  is  so.  All  qne^ons  npon  which  a 
practical  legislator  is  called  to  act.  involve  more 
or  less  a  oomparison  of  evils,  and  we  must  not 
adc^  aaj  measors  as  perfect,  bat  as  embracing 
the  lesser  evil.  We  most  go  oa  to  perfect  de- 
tails after  the  establishment  of  great  and  vital 
prindples.  It  is  neither  {H'etended,  nr,  that 
tills  bill  involves  no  patronage:  it  certainly 
does  to  a  degree.  Bnt  the  qnestion  is,  whether 
this  system,  or  that  of  employing  the  local 
hanks  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  con- 
tidns  or  involves  the  most  patronage  I  Now, 
npon  that  point,  permit  me  here  to  aay  that  I 
feel  myself  committed,  from  a  deep  and  an  anx- 
ions  reflection  npon  the  question  heretofore. 
The  question  is  l>etweon  the  power  and  infla- 
ence  of  an  individoal,  and  the  power  and  inflo- 
enoe  of  an  incorporated  bank.  To  tell  me  that 
ft  bank  which  chooses  to  go  Into  the  politicB  of 
tiu  oomitry,  with  its  power  to  extend  disoonnts 
and  accommodations  to  its  friends,  and  refuse 
them  to  its  enemies,  has  no  more  influence  than 
an  individoal,  is  to  tell  me  what  is  contradicted 
by  the  daily  experience  of  every  msn ;  even  if 
that  individnol  have  millions  of  the  public 
money  in  his  possession  for  safe-keeping.  Sir, 
the  one  system  winds  and  spreads  itself  into  all 
the  secret  and  business  recesses  of  society. 
Handreds  and  thousands  of  honorable  and  high- 
minded  men  have  been  brought  to  degrsdanon 
and  sycophancy  by  this  tremendous  and  almost 
invisible  power.  I  have  seen  them  around  their 
domestio  nresides,  with  every  thing  apparently 
to  bless  and  gladden  the  heart  of  man,  full  of 
sadness  and  gloom ;  while  even  those  who  were 
the  confiding  and  devoted  partners  of  their  Joys 
and  th^r  sorrows,  were  in  doubt  and  ignorance 
as  to  the  causes  of  melancholy  and  dejection. 

8ir,  this  system  is  as  hidden  as  the  air  we 
breathe,  and  penetrates  unseen,  but,  elast  not 
nnfelt,  into  the  most  retired  scenes  of  sooiety. 
No  man  can  teU  upon  what  power  he  is  de- 
pending when  he  looks  for  support,  aid,  and 
asdstance  A-om  this  ^tem.  No  man  can  tell 
what  the  situation  of  his  neighbor  may  he — 
what  his  obligations— his  alliances  and  con- 
tracts, tiiat  swerre  him  fhxn  tbe  path  of  inde- 
pendence and  reeUtnde.  Then  how  can  yon 
say  that  such  a  system  as  this,  allied  to,  and 
dependent  npon  Government,  has  less  pidxon- 
age  than  that  which  makes  an  individual  re- 
sponsible for  whatever  public  funds  he  may 
lusve  in  his  cnstody,  without  the  power  of  loan- 
ing, without  the  power  of  disooonting,  without 
the  power  itfaocommodating  a  fiiena  or  revis- 
ing an  atemy,  nnbss  he  durasea  t^enlx  to  fawiir 


the  odinm  and  penalty  of  crime  and  misde- 
meanor f  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  questi(m 
admits  of  no  argument  so  £ar  as  the  qnestion 
of  patronage  is  concerned. 

But  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  felt  myself  some-  a 
what  committed  on  this  snbpect.  In  18fA  a  |9j 
Wend  of  mine  from  Virg^ia,  (Mr.  Gormn,) 
now  not  a  member  of  this  House,  (and  I  will 
here  take  occasion  to  say  of  him,  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  who  would  have  done  honor  to  Vir- 
ginia in  her  proudest  days  of  glory  and  fame,) 
presented  the  very  identical  proposition  to  this 
House  which  is  embraced  in  the  bill  on  yoor 
t^e.  For  that  ifftmoritioii,  air,  I  thai  voted. 
I  acted  from  reneotion,  and  from  a  oonsoien- 
tioos  conviction  of  the  effects  of  that  measure 
to  bring  flbont  honesty  in  the  Government,  and 
secure  the  indeiiendenoe  of  the  peq[>]e.  Tra»,  I 
was  then  but  a  very  yonng  man,  and  had  bnt 
for  a  few  weeks  taken  my  seat  in  this  House; 
yet,  sir,  I  had  made  up  my  opinion  from  oh< 
servation  and  reflection.  And  although  young, 
yet,  to  use  the  language  ^^ied  to  anchor,  1 
was  old  enough — 

"AcU^^MU^ntam  Jut  bfne,  at  qns  ait  potailt  eognoaoan 

Sir,  I  had  formed  my  judgment  then,  and 
have  not  yielded  it  sinee.  On  the  conti'ary,  the 
experience  between  then  and  now  has  only 
tended  to  confirm  my  conviction. 

I  desire  the  Clerk  to  read  the  pnqiodtion  and 
the  vote  upon  it. 

"  Tbe  qaestioQ  recurred  on  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  OoRDOH,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  to  strike  out  oU 
thereof  after  the  enacting  worda,  and  insert : 

"That,  from  and  alter  the   day  of  ,  ia 

the  year  ,  the  collectors  of  the  public  rerenu& 

at  places  where  the  suma  collected  sail  not  exceed 

the  sum  of  dolUrs  per  annnm,  shall  be  tbe 

agents  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  and  disburse  the 
same,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations, 
and  sive  snoh  bead  snd  securi^  as  he  shall  prescribe 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  office ;  and  shatt 
receive,  In  additton  to  the  oompensRtion  now  allowed 

by  law,  per  centran  on  the  sums  disbursed ;  so 

that  it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  dtdlara  per 

annnm. 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  /urtfier  enacted.  That,  at  all 
places  where  the  amount  of  public  revenue  ooUected 

shall  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum,  there 

shall  be  aspointed  the  Preddent,  by  and  nith  the 
advice  and  consent  <^  tlw  Senate,  recdvets  of  tiie 
public  revenue,  to  be  agents  of  the  Treasurer,  who 
shall  give  anch  bond  and  security  to  keep  and  dia- 
burse  the  public  revenue,  and  be  subject  to  such 
ralea  and  r^ulations  as  the  Treasurer  ahldl  prescribe, 

and  shall  receive  for  their  sernoes  per  centum 

per  amnim  on  tbe  sum  dUnmed:  provided  It  doss 
not  exceed  the  earn  of  dollars  per  annam. 

**  Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  from 

and  after  the  day  of  ,  the  whole  revenue 

of  the  United  States,  derived  ftem  castoms  of  hods 
or  other  sources,  shall  be  paid  hi  the  current  cohis 
of  the  Ututed  States." 

This  received  83  votes. 

Hr.  Ohairman,  it  was  not  my  desire,  nor  have 
I  oansed  the  vote  .np(ni  that  prcposititm  to  be 
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read,  to  show  the  consistency  or  inconnstency 
cS  saj  honorable  niember  of  this  bodj.  Hy 
sole  and  entire  ol^ect  was  to  prove  that  the 
present  bill  was  no  new  proposition,  and  that, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  is  the  very  identical 
pri^osition  upon  which  I  then  voted  coolly  and 
delroerately.  I  have  no  desire,  air,  to  show 
that  there  has  been  any  contradiction  on  the 
part  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  or  that 
there  has  been  any  change  in  their  opinions. 
It  is  with  neither  of  titose  views  that  I  had  the 
proportion  read.  I  will  now  qnote  a  paragraph 
nom  Hie  speech  of  the  mover  of  the  proposi- 
tlw,  made  at  the  time,  as  illnstrating  the  views 
under  which  we  acted,  and  which  too  truly  por- 
trays what  has  really  happened  since,  and  wW, 
I  &ar,  we  will  agtdn  see,  if  the  system  be  con- 
tinoeo.  Ur.  Gordon  said : 

"  There  is  another  considention  whidi  has  Indneed 
me  to  offer  ttua  amendment  We  may  all  very 
iddnly  see  that  the  contest  for  the  ExecuUve  office  is 
the  rock  on  which  the  permanency  of  this  republic  is 
likely  to  be  irrecked.  And  the  vehemence  of  this 
contest  will  ever  be  in  proportion  to  the  Executive 
pstroDsge.  But  for  this,  the  offlee  wonld  have  no 
snnrements  but  for  vlrtnona  ambWon ;  but  wiUi  this 
concomitant,  It  exerts  an  influence  which  may  one 
day  [vore  fatal  to  the  federal  part  of  our  system.  If 
we  do  not  separate  the  inflnence  of  the  ExecntiTe 
from  the  intCTCSt  of  banking  corporations,  we  shall 
have  another  controversy  on  the  sulgect  of  banks. 
The  political  will  be  united  with  the  money  power ; 
the  contest  must  come ;  It  will  come.  You  will  wit- 
nesB  a  stnwgle  in  this  Capitol  between  State  banks 
and  federalbanks ;  and  the  combatants  for  the  Pres- 
ident's diair  will  be  found  contending  in  different 
ranks  of  interest  and  influence,  whilst  they  mar  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  shake  the  piUars  of  the 
consUtution.  Separate  them,  I  beseech  you,  repre- 
seatatives  of  the  American  people,  if  you  wish  to  put 
down  this  fearftal  contest  for  the  Freadential  choir — 
I  hid  ahnost  sdd  Freridential  throne— eepaiate,  I 
beseech  you,  banking  and  politics.  Let  the  hxaka 
facilitate  the  ezdianges  of  commerce,  and  further  the 
interest  of  trade ;  bat  let  them,  I  pray  you,  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Qovemmcnt.'* 

The  predictions  of  my  friend  have  been  ful- 
filled to  the  letter.  What  have  we  seen  f  Yon 
bronght  into  existence  a  system  of  State  banks, 
connected  fVora  one  end  of  this  Confederacy  to 
another,  receivii^;,  disbnrsing,  and  acting  npon 
those  deposits,  organized  and  controlled  by,  and 
responsible  to  one  man,  and  tlien  bronght  into 
overwhelming  conflict,  as  I  believe,  with  the 
freedom  of  elections.  6ir,  I  speak  plainly.  I 
believed  then,  and  I  now  believe,  that  this  was 
the  tme  source  of  power  for  the  last  three  years. 
Gentlemen  m^  speak  as  thej  please;  theym^ 
deny,  and  say  they  have  nerer  seen  or  felt  it ; 
bnt  who  is  it  that  knows  any  thing  of  the  oper- 
ations of  banks-— who  is  at  ifi  acquainted 
with  their  pecnliar  inflnence,  who  is  not  irre- 
sistibly impressed  with  their  tremendous  poW' 
er!  Sir,  I  believe  they  did  more  than  any 
thing  else  to  elect  the  present  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  am  I  now  to  be  called  upon, 
and  niged  to  re-organize  sooh  a  system,  and 
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abandon  the  position  I  then  assumed  I  The 
ezperienoe  of  the  last  three  years  strengthens 
my  position.  It  may  be  denied,  Imt  2  conscien- 
tionsly  believe  tliat  these  institntions  have  con- 
trolled, more  or  less,  not  only  the  destinies  of 
this  Government,  bat  the  destinies  of  the  people 
of  this  country  during  that  period.  Yes,  we  all 
know  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  enough 
was  developed  upon  this  floor  to  demonstrate 
that  there  was  an  organized  system,  acting 
throngh  one  man,  giving  enei^  to  the  whole, 
and  &r  one  and  the  same  purpose.  Yea,  t/btt 
we  have  seen  this  cordon  of  leagued  banka, 
with  their  various  Interests,  r^ng  th^  ban- 
ner from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  otiier, 
npon  which  was  inscribed  the  infiunoos  motto, 
"  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils ; "  and  calling 

Xa  their  mercenary  bands  to  gather  in  to  the 
ider  of  saolrad  oities  and  s^ugated  prov- 
inces. 


Wednxsd^t,  October  11. 

Florida  War. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  oonsiduiition  of 
the  following  resoluticm,  submitted  by  Jb. 
Webb  on  the  19th  of  8eptemb«: 

"  E«$olved^  That  a  Select  Comndttce  be  applied 
by  ballot  to  hiqulre  Into  the  course  of  flie  Florida 
war,  and  into  the  causes  of  the  delays  and  failures, 
and  the  expenditures  which  have  attended  the  prose- 
cution of  that  war,  and  into  the  manner  of  its  con- 
duct, and  the  facts  of  its  history  generally ;  that  tlic 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persona  and 
papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  sit  In  the  recess, 
and  that  it  make  lepoti  to  the  next  ecauon  of  Con- 
grestt" 

Kr.  Olasgock  had  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, by  strikmg  all  out  after  the  word  "  re- 
solved," and  insert  the  following : 

*'  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  Flwida  war,  and  the  causes  of 
the  extraordinary  delays  and  failure,  and  ^e  expen- 
ditures which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the 
same,  and  all  the  facts  connected  with  its  history 
generally ;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the 
motion  of  Mr.  IIowabd  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,"  and 
insert  "  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affldn 
be  instructed." 

Ur.  McKat  opposed  the  raising  of  this  Beleet 
Committee,  because  the  same  subject  was  now 
under  invutigation  in  varions  wi^  It  hsd 
been  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  Insti- 
tuted, and  had  made  a  report  in  part,  and  be 
understood  wonld  probably  report  m  fall  at  the 
next  session  of  Oongreos.  Besides  this,  the 
churman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
(Mr.  Bell)  had  moved  to  have  this  subject  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  and  after  a  lengthy, 
and  no  doabt  ardnoiu  investigation,  the  p^wrs 
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liod  been  reported  back  to  the  HouBe  withoat 
ocHaing  to  any  oondoBion  tiiereon.  He  pre- 
Boiaed,  however,  that)  at  the  oommenoement 
of  the  regnlar  Beasion,  the  chainoan  of  that 
otmuoittee  iroold  move  to  have  the  sobjeol 
again  refejred  to  that  committee,  and  proceed 
inth  the  investigation.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, see  the  necessity  of  rai^ng  this  Select  Com- 
mittee, becaase  it  was  before  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  the  matter,  and  the  gen- 
tl«nan  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  had  od- 
n^tted  that  they  had  performed  their  daty 
faithfully,  so  far  as  they  went,  and  laid  before 
the  House  information  which,  to  use  his  own 
expression,  had  made  the  blood  tingle  in  his 
.  vems.  They  will  doubtiess  lay  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings  before  the  House  at  the  next  Beaoon 
of  Congress.  In  relation  to  the  causes  of  de- 
lays ai^  foUares  oi  the  oampt^gns,  it  will  bo 
recollected  that  an  inquiry  was  instituted  by 
the  President  at  Frederick,  at  which  all  the 
officers  engaged  in  the  first  campaign  (Scott, 
Gdnes,  and  Clinch)  were  fblly  examined,  and 
the  court  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fail- 
nres  and  delays  of  the  campaigns  were  in  con- 
sequence of  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate,  the 
impr^nability  of  the  swampd,  and  the  absence 
of  all  Inowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  coun- 
try by  the  commanding  generms,  and  the  diffi- 
^ty  in  transporting  snpplies  for  the  army  from 
one  point  to  another.  Here,  then,  at  this  tri- 
bunal, all  the  canses  of  the  fitflures  of  the  cam- 
paigns conducted  by  Qenerala  Gkdnes  and  Boott 
were  ezamined  into ;  and  it  certainly  could  not 
be  designed  by  the  House  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  rolation  to  the  conduct  of  ihe  present  com- 
mander in  Florida,  (General  Jesup,)  at  a  time 
when  he  was  just  preparing  and  organizing  his 
forces  for  another  campaign.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  improper  for  the  House  to  interfere 
with  this  campaign  before  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  any  thing  with  it.  It  would  be 
interfering  with  the  legitimate  duties  of  the 
Executive  to  send  an  investigating  committee, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  into 
norida;  and,  by  so  doing,  the  whole  of  the 
benefits  to  m  deiived  from  the  approaching 
eampaign  might  be  set  adde.  Ui.McK.  next 
referred  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Hr.  Bsix,)  who  had  stated  that  the 
probable  causes  of  failures  of  the  campaigns  in 
tlorida  had  arisen  from  the  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  officers  connected  with  the  army  in 
Florida.  He  admitted'  that  there  might  be 
some  justice  in  this  remark,  but  stud  the  sub- 
ject had  already  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  referred  to 
an  ord^  issued  as  early  as  October  last,  direct- 
ing all  officers  of  the  army  on  detached  service 
to  join  their  regiments  and  compuiies,  iu  which 
order  the  Prendent  had  uiA  thai  this  state  of 
things  mnst  no  longer  exist  It  any  aotioe  was 
to  be  taken  of  thu  matter,  however,  hy  thia 
Honse,  it  wu  the  le^timate  bnshieai  of  the 
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Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  to  take  charge 
of  it,  and  he  hof>ed  they  would  take  the  matter 
under  consideration,  in  relatioa  to  the  subject 
of  expenditures,  he  admitted  that  they  had  be<Eai 
very  large,  amounting,  he  believed,  to  about 
seven  millions :  bat  he  could  see  no  necessity 
of  appointing  a  select  committee  to  take  chargb 
of  tills  subject,  when  we  have  committees  ap- 
pointed under  the  rules  whose  special  business 
it  was  to  take  char^  of  these  subjecta  He 
'  aUnded  to  the  Committees  on  the  Expenditures 
of  tiie  Executive  Departments,  idl  of  whidi 
committees  he  bdiev^  were  composed  of  ma- 
:  jorities  opposed  to  the  administration.  The 
Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  "War 
Department  should  take  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration, and  report  upon  it.  Mr.  MoK.  con- 
cluded by  moving  to  postpone  the  further  ocm- 
■ideration  of  the  reauution  imtil  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next 

Mr.  WiLLUna,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed 
the  motion.  If  there  was  to  be  any  invratiga- 
tion  at  all,  it  was  as  necessary  and  as  practica- 
ble now  as  it  could  be  ever.  He  hoped  tiie 
committee  would  be  at  once  appointed,  and 
pnrsne  the  inquiries  during  the  recess,  bo  as  to 
report^  in  whole,  or  in  part,  at  the  next  session. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of  investiga- 
tions  of  alleged  extraordinary  abuses  to  stand- 
ing committees,  and  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Ur.  HowABD,  of  Maryland,  who  hod  made  the 
pending  motion  to  rmr  the  aabjeet  under  em- 
dderauon  to  the  Committee  on  SQUtary  AfiUrs, 

Mr.  Adaw.  The  question  Is  an  entire  new 
question.  It  is  not  now  a  question  as  to  what 
committee  it  shall  be  refen^  to,  but  whether 
it  shall  now  have  the  go-by  altogether.  The 
whole  of  the  argument  of  tiie  gentleman  went 
to  the  point  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  this  House 
to  trouble  itself  at  all  about  tiie  matter,  and 
would  be  just  as  strong  an  argument  against 
the  investigation  in  December  as  now.  Mr.  A. 
alluded  a^;^  to  the  investigation  made  under 
the  direction  of  Congress  by  the  late  Executive, 
and  sud  that  the  horrible  disclosures  of  that 
report  convinced  him  still  more  strongly  than 
ever  of  the  necesrity  of  the  proposed  inq^diy. 
He  relied  to  the  suggestions  ta  Mr.  liaKiTy 
with  retard  to  the  propositions  of  Torioiu  oom- 
mittees,  as  tlie  proper  r^erees  of  tiie  subject 
before  the  House.  Among  the  rent,  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment had  been  recommended  by  that  gentieman. 
Mr.  A.  reminded  the  House  tiiat  the  commit- 
tees on  expenditures  were  nnecuree,  without 
pay,  and  without  duty  also.  A  chairman  of 
one  of  them  (Hr.  Ha.wss)  had  told  the  House 
that  he  had  never  called  the  committee  to- 
gether, and  did  not  even  know  liis  colleagues  t 
Mr.  A.  had  intended  to  offer  a  resolution  to  re- 
scind the  rule  requiring  that  those  committees 
should  be  a|ip<nnted. 

Mj.  a.  replied,  farther,  to  the  argument  of 
Iti.  UqKai:  that  the  eimatitatlon  of  the  Com- 
nuttee  cm  lulitaiy  A&irs  was  the  same  in  pre- 
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TiooB  administrations  as  now.  That  was  no 
good  reason  vhy  it  Bhonld  still  oontinne  to  be 
00,  Ur.  A.  contended. 

In  allusion  to  there  being  on  this  committee 
eight  members  from  the  8onth,  and  only  one 
from  the  liortliem  section  of  the  country,  Mr. 
A.  said  that  the  reason  must  be  that  the  people 
of  the  Korth  had  no  interest  in  the  subjects 
lefenible  to  it.  At  to  the  interest  of  all  the 
K«w  Em^d  States,  ea  well  as  thoee  of  New 
York,  New  Jeraey,  Delaware,  and  Uairland,  iu 
the  benefit  that  would  resnlt  to  them  mnii  the 
mormons  expenditures  of  public  money  in  the 
proseontion  of  the  Florida  campaigns,  Mr.  A. 
admitted  it  was  very  little  indeed.  But  they 
had  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  amount  of  those 
expenditures,  at  all  events.  Wore  the  army 
dtsbaoded  to-morrow,  it  would  be  money  in 
their  pockets ;  and  he  looked  upon  this  fact  as 
another  exemplification  of  that  profound  philo- 
sophical theory  of  bis  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Thompson,)  who  had  aaii  that  the 
money  of  this  Government  flowed  naturally 
towards  the  Korth.  Blnoe  he  had  made  these 
remarkB,  that  goilleman  had  pablisbed  his 
epeech,  and  he  had  now  turned  the  ^obe  half 
round.  The  stream  now  flowed  to  the  East, 
and  not  the  North.  VelL  air,  be  it  then  "  the 
Easti" 

Suh-TreoMury  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambreleno^  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  being  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  PioKSHs  sud  that  he  considered  himself 
bound,  by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  sab- 
Treasury  bill,  to  move  that  it  be  taken  up  at 
that  time.  The  motion  prevailed — ^yeas  105, 
urn  80. 

MX.  HofncAN  was  opposed  to  the  8nb-Treas> 
ory  bill,  because  it  violated  the  c<mstttutjon  of 
the  country-— if  not  its  plain  and  palpable  litenl 
lan^age,  its  q)irit,  which  is  its  life-blood,  and 
which  alone  recommends  it  to  the  people  of  the 
nation.  That  spirit  is  the  principle  that  the 
people  shall  govern  themselves.  The  mode  of 
choosing  puSlio  ofiScers,  tiie  appointment  of 
those  officers,  duties,  &c,  ore  but  the  trappings 
of  the  constitution.  Bub  tliis  principle,  which 
is  its  spirit,  enters  into  the  labors  of  the  artisan, 
and  the  researches  of  the  scholar.  It  should  be 
the  atmosphere  by  which  we  should  be  sus- 
tained and  strengthened,  and  from  which  we 
should  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  perform 
the  duties  of  good  (atisens  and  patriots. 

Tite  otHineetion  between  the  Govenunent  and 
the  people  of  this  TTuion,  Mr.  H.  looked  upon 
as  a  gTMit  partnership.  There  should  be  a  com- 
mon credit  or  diaoredlt,  a  common  honor  or 
dishonor,  a  common  interest  in  all  things  be- 
tween them.  The  distress,  if  there  be  any,  of 
the  Gtovemment  ^ould  be  reflected  upon  the 
people.  The  arm  of  power  should  not  be 
wielded  over  the  governed,  to  be  looked  up  to 
as  paramount  The  people  should  not,  while 
straggling  amidst  diMxmtent,  embarraBsmait,  j 
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and  perplexity,  be  insulted  by  the  spectacle  trf 
their  Government  walking  free,  unfettered,  un- 
embarrassed, and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  had  been  said  that 
titis  was  no  new  proposition ;  that  England  and 
France  had  furnished  examples  of  similar 
schemes;  and  not  long  since  (though  perhaps 
not  parlumentary  to  allude  particularly  to  it 
on  that  floor)  the  great  Mormon  of  this  gcddea 
bible,  (Mr.  Bsxtoh,  of  the  Senate,)  had  instanced 
Borne  also  aa  ftimishing  a  rimllar  example.  In 
reply  to  these  alluaions,  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the 
difference  between  the  institutions  of  England 
and  France  and  those  of  oar  own  country,  and 
asked,  why  not  model  our  whole  Government 
upon  those  examples  !  Why  not  establish  the 
"  divine  right  of  kings  principle  throughout ; 
create  a  standing  army,  authorize  a  system  of 
passports,  and  all  the  rest  1  And  Borne,  too : 
Borne  had  her  quEestors,  or  public  treasurers  1 
Yes,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  she  had ;  and  they  "  grew 
by  what  tiiey  fed  on."  They  followed  the 
Roman  eagles  to  conquest,  and,  in  every  sitoar 
tion,  were  ever  the  finks  between  the  wom- 
down  people  and  the  overbearing  Government. 

Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  proviaions  of  the  bill 
before  the  committee.  The  public  money  is  to 
be  ^ven  by  the  Executive  to  ttie  difierent  dis- 
bursing officers.  Beftlcation  wonld  ensue  de- 
falcation, as  the  c<»nBequence  of  this  provision. 
Besides  the  direct  pilfering  and  frauds  of  the 
officers  who  will  have  the  charge  of  the  public 
revenaea,  there  would  be  the  brawling  syco- 
phant, and  the  unscrupulous  partisan,  whose 
very  bread  would  depend  upon  his  subserviency 
to  Execntive  dictation.  He  did  not  allude  more 
to  one  administration  than  to  another.  This 
would  ever  be  the  case,  were  this  bill  to  be- 
come a  law.  In  case  of  an  election  depending 
in  any  State,  or  district^  or  town,  there  would 
be  a  call  on  the  partisan  officeholder's  exertions. 
On  cme  mde  would  be  his  honesty,  and  on  the 
other  his  office ;  uid  he  would  console  himself 
while  making  the  sacrifice  of  the  former  to  the 
latter,  that  the  bread  of  his  wife  and  cliildren 
depended  upon  it.  And  who  will  call  the  de- 
faulter in  such  a  case  to  account  t  The  Execu- 
tive? This  woold  never  be;  and,  as  to  the 
Congress!  That,  too,  was  powerless.  The 
proceedings  of  the  last  Congress,  under  similar 
circumstances  to  thoee  described,  affordect  a 
sufficient  proof  that  this  was  so. 

Here  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  and  mon- 
sboua  doctrine  which  had  been  broached  under 
the  late  a^inistration,  that  eveiy  officer  of  the 
Government  was  accountable  to  the  Executive 
alone ;  and  he  only  to  the  Impeaching  power 
of  Congress ;  and  insisted  that  no  people  were 
ever  strong  enough  to  resist  tlie  union  of  the 
purse  and  sword  of  Government 

If  the  bill  passes,  he  contended  the  money 
of  the  people  woidd  not  be  safe ;  it  woold  be 
less  safe  than  in  banks,  where  the  stockholders^ 
interests  require  the  selection  of  careful  direc- 
tors and  officers,  and  where  there  were  many 
hands,  and  not  a  nngle  hand,  to  guard  those 
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interests.  And  to  this  point  Mr.  H.  read  from 
the  Congressional  Debates  of  1885,  an  opinion 
of  one  who  be  wished  conld  take  a  part  &  that 
debate,  and  Bastain  the  views  he  had  onoe  ex- 
pressed, and  which  he  vonld  now  qaote— vlewa 
which  he  was  confident  the  lugh  regard  for  his 
opinions,  entertuned  b;*  the  members  of  that 
llonse,  would  lead  them  to  regard  with  great 
respect ;  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Speaker  Polk,  who, 
in  the  coarse  of  a  debate  in  1836,  had  stud  that 
"  corporations  were  safer  than  anj  individnal 
coald  be,  as  the  deposltorj  of  pnblic  mone/s," 
becaase  corporatioDS  were  bonnd  together  bj 
the  strongest  ties  of  interest,  with  an  immense 
aggre^te  of  wealth,  which  flinushed  a  safe 
■security,  &c. 

Mr.  HuNTKa  of  Virginia,  srid :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  arise  nnder  the  painM  sense  thiCt  I  am  asking 
almost  too  mach  of  tlus  committee,  when  I 
throw  myself  npon  its  hidnlgenee  whilst  I  ex- 
press my  views  in  rdatioa  to  tiie  snlfject  be* 
tare  as.  But  oar  present  porition  Is  highly 
respondble ;  the  conseqnences  of  oar  action  in 
the  extstitag  crisis  .may  be  lasting  to  the  coan- 
try,  and  I  wish  to  be  heard  in  vindication  of  the 
principles  which  will  govern  my  course.  We 
stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  coihmercial 
revolution ;  we  have  just  witnessed  an  explo- 
sion in  the  credit  system,  through  which  the 
stream  of  capital  circulates  and  dispenses  its 
mighty  agency  to  the  conntry.  Old  channels 
have  been  aWidoned,  new  ones  are  being 
formed:  and  now,  rir,  when  every  institution 
of  the  land  is  trembling  under  the  shock,  and 
onr  most  important  interests  are  sympathizing 
with  the  distress  in  the  cironladng  system  of 
the  body  politic,  the  eyes  of  the  people  are 
turned  in  anxions  solicitude  upon  our  course. 

They  have  snffered  with  exemplary  patience 
under  calamities  which  would  have  goaded 
almost  any  other  people  to  tnmolt  and  blood- 
shed ;  and  they  have  even  forelwme  to  speak 
forth  their  grievances,  as  if  fearful  that  the 
clamor  might  disturb  the  presence  of  mind  of 
those  whose  peculiar  task  it  was  to  work  the 
shi^  of  state  off  the  lee  shore  upon  which  it  was 
driving — Nee  tumultuiy  we  s^iet;  "  bet  there 
is  tliat  state  of  deep  and  dlent  suspense  which 
more  forcibly  than  ny  words  seems  to  say  that, 
upon  this  occasion,  "  oar  country  expects  every 
man  to  do  his  duty."  I  feel,  sir,  a  most  pidn- 
fhl  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  my  position. 
On  the  one  hand,  I  know  that  he  cannot  be 
Justified  on  the  plea  of  ignorance,  who  lightly 
tampers  with  the  important  interests  now  con- 
cerned in  our  action:  and,  on  the  other,  if  per- 
sonal  or  party  considerations  were  to  deter  me 
from  doing  whatever  tnay  be  done  for  the  relief 
of  the  country,  I  feel  that  my  name  would  de- 
serve to  be  pursned  through  all  posterity  with 
execrations.  I  might,  perhaps,  escape  respon- 
sibility by  declaring  that,  as  I  had  nothing  to 
do  in  producing  the  present  distress,  so  I  was 
bound  to  do  nothing  towards  restoring  things 
to  a  sounder  condition.  Sir,  I  scorn  the  exonse. 
I  think  I  see  sometliing  which  mi^  be  d<»ie  fin* 


the  good  of  t^e  oonntry,  and  I  am  willing  to 
share  the  reroonritHlit^  with  those  who  will 
attempt  it  In  taking  my  course,  I  form  no 
new  offlraeetions,  I  mue  no  alHuioea ;  I  act  as 
X  was  sent  here  to  act.  I  legislate  not  tag 
party,  bnt  for  the  good  of  onr  common  oonn- 
try. I  tread  all  personal  and  party  constdwar 
tions  into  the  dnst,  when  they  present  thon- 
selres  in  competition  witli  the  most  important 
interests  of  the  people. 

Hr.  Oharimon,  if  I  can  free  this  Government 
from  a  corrupting  connection,  if  I  can  aid  in 
so  moalding  its  action  as  to  remove  tlie  causes 
by  which  it  has  disturbed  the  natnrsl  level  of 
our  circulating  capital,  and  advance  one  more 
step  towards  that  p^fect  freedom  which  Amer- 
ican trade  ought  to  eqjoy,  I  shall  be  content,  be 
my  own  fate  what  it  may ;  bnt  if  I  shoi^d  nn- 
fortonately  work  hann  where  I  mean  good,  I 
shall  only  regret  that  others  will  snffer  nnosr 
kthe  consequences  of  my  mistake.  Bat,  Ar^  I 
tnrn  A-om  these  considerations  to  tibe  great 
question  before  us.  How  can  we  exercise  tihe 
powers  given  us  by  the  constitution,  and  re- 
mould the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government,  so 
as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  snfferings,  and 
prevent  their  recurrence  ag^nf  It  has  been 
well  said  that  debt  is  the  evil  under  which  we 
are  suffering.  The  real  balance  of  trade  has 
been  against  us ;  the  foreign  creditor  demanded 
the  a^ustment  of  this  btdance  in  specie ;  and 
the  cnrrency  system  of  the  conntry,  having 
been  inflated  beyond  its  jnst  ^m«ukn»^  was 
unaUe  to  meet  nie  demand  for  a  oonversion  so 
sndden.  Wliat,  then,  can  be  done,  sir,  to  re- 
lieve the  people  from  this  pressure  t  There  are 
but  two  modes  of  relief  from  debt;  the  one 
consists  in  its  payment,  and  the  other  palliates 
the  evil  by  obtaining  time,  so  as  to  divide  be- 
tween several  years  the  bnrden  which  is  too 
heavy  for  one.  It  is  obvious  that,  as  a  Govern- 
ment, we  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  means 
of  paying  the  debt.  Governments  may  spend 
money,  bnt  they  never  make  it ;  and  their  at- 
tempts at  political  alchemy  have  always  restdt- 
ed,  like  the  vain  search  after  the  philosopher's 
.stone,  in  more  expense  than  profit. 

It  has  been  sud,  Mr.  Churmon,  by  MoOnl- 
loch,  one  of  the  ablest  polltioal  economists 
the  present  day,  that  our  system  of  banking  Is 
the  worst  in  the  world.  I  will  not  stop  now 
to  institute  that  comparison,  or  to  examine  his 
conclusion;  but  I  shall  demonstrate  that  its 
natural  tendencies  are  to  produce  a  state  of 
things  like  the  present,  if  I  succeed  in  showing, 
first,  that  it  causes  a  &LBe  distribution  of  cap- 
ital, and,  secondly,  that  it  creates  a  diseased 
action  in  the  credit  and  currency  systems  by 
forming  an  improper  connection  between  them. 

According  to  our  banking  policy  these  Insti- 
tutions have  the  exclusive  ri^t  of  making  a 
paper  currency;  and  ^eir  pmar  is  only  » 
ceived  in  payment  of  pnblio  ones.  To  these 
excluKve  privileges  they  unite  the  power  of 
drawing  interest  from  an  amount  greatly,  ex- 
ceeding th^  capitals.    Take,  In  oonneotion 


Digitized  by 


Google 


628 


a  or  B.] 

vith  this,  the  nsnry  laws,  irhioh  exist,  I  be- 
Uere,  in  ul  <»f  the  Btates  of  the  Union,  and  yon 
have  the  result  that  capital,  loaned  throngh 
bank  sgenqy,  vill  draw  an  intwast  greatly  ex- 
oeediag  tiiat  which  any  other  oapitalist  can  de- 
rive from  money  lent.  The  loanable  capital  of 
the  oonntry  will  of  course  seek  that  investment, 
and  fill  those  channels  of  cinmlation  before  it 
reaches  any  other ;  the  ctHiseqoenoes  of  the  ar- 
tificial direction  thus  given  to  capital,  is  its  false 
distribution  between  the  different  sections  of 
that  ooantry,  and  the  different  classes  of  society 
in  that  country,  in  which  banks  have  those  ex- 
clusive privileges.  The  loanable  capital  will 
seek  the  places  in  which  these  institutions  exist, 
until  it  has  exhausted  the  demand  for  it  there, 
before  it  reaches  those  portions  of  the  same 
eoonby  in  which  bfmks  do  not  east  It  will 
do  so,  becanse,  throuf^  bank  agenoy,  it  can  dft- 
rive  more  than  Uie  legal  interest  within  the 
aphere  of  its  operations,  whilst  beyond  tha^ 

?>here  its  profits  are  confined  to.that  interest, 
he  system  establishes,  in  effect,  a  bounty  upon 
capital  lent  to  the  mercantile,  and  those  classes 
whose  labor  brings  a  speedy  return,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  agricnltnriatfi,  whose  returns  are 
alow.  Loans  for  thirty  or  aaxty  days  are  ob- 
viously more  profitable  tlian  those  for  longer 
periods.  It  is  the  difference  between  Mmple 
and  compound  interest  The  merchant,  there- 
fore, whose  outlay  is  speedily  returned  to  him, 
can  thus  afford  to  deal  in  these  short  credits, 
whilst  the  agriculturist,  whose  returns  are  gen- 
enerally  annual,  finds  himself  fiiroed  to  pay 
ecnnponnd,  for  what  the  merchant  retams  only 
aim^e  interest.  Tbe  effect  of  this  is  so  mnoi 
f^L  although  its  causes  are  perhaps  not  ^n- 
erally  nnderstood,  that  in  my  State  it  is  received 
almost  as  an  adage,  that  no  farmer  can  i^ord 
to  go  into  bank.  There  is  yet  another  mode, 
mr,  in  which  the  system  produces  a  false  distri- 
bution of  capital.  The  available  profits  of  these 
institutions,  within  the  limits  presented  to  them, 
are  so  great  that  thnr  may  become  credit  in- 
surance offices.  The  directors,  under  these  ex- 
traordinary advant^^  may  run  the  risk  of 
insuring  a  favorite's  credit  when  it  is  doubtful, 
when  he  may  have  no  real  resources,  and  thus 
the  bit  trader  will  beii^nred  reckless  and 
often  minons  competition  of  these  men,  who 
have  nothing  in  fact  to  lose.  This,  sir,  wiU 
always  happen  when  a  bank  has  snpplied  the 
demands  of  good  customers  without  reaching 
the  limits  of  circulation  prescribed  to  them. 
Tbe  temptation  to  run  this  ri^  ia  so  strong 
that  they  too  often  yield  to  it 

I  come  now,  then,  to  the  false  and  artificial 
laws  of  expansion  and  contraction,  which  are 
introduced  into  onr  currency  and  credit  (as  I 
m^tain)  by  the  banking  system  oa  it  exists 
hen.  Instead  of  leaving  currency  and  credit 
to  tiie  regulation  of  the  great  laws  ord^ned  by 
nature  for  that  purpose,  instead  of  leaving  them 
to  that  Mlf-Tegauting  power  whioh  would  aAixpt 
them  to  the  wangjns  condition  of  sodety,  and 
hamuBiize  them  wiw  each  other,  onr  GovetSH 
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mentj  vainly  practise  their  political  alchemyi 
to  the  iqjory,  and  sometimes  to  the  destmction 
of  both.  At  th^  very  creation,  we  arm  these 
oorporationa  with  im$ompatibl6  ftmctions.  "We 
nnite  in  than  tiie  mon^-making  and  the 
money-lending  powers ;  and  what,  sir,  are  the 
inevitablfl  consequences  ?  Why,  tiiej  make  as 
much  money  as  poesible,  that  they  may  have 
the  more  to  lend.  They  have  a  direct  interest  in 
issuing  ais  much  aa  possible,  and  they  always 
do  it.  "When  their  capitals  are  loaned  out,  they 
cannot  add  a  dollar  to  the  credit  of  the  country, 
without  making  a  like  addition  to  the  currency. 
The  latter,  under  this  system,  is  swelled  to  an 
undue  pr(^rtion,  and  when  once  it  ia  beyond 
its  level,  its  overflow  is  inevitable.  Debase  it 
in  the  least  d^ree,  and  ita  downward  tendency 
ia  eT«r  increasing.  The  moment  yon  increase, 
in  this  way,  the  nominal  or  money  price  of 
commodities,  the  catastrophe  is  unavoidable. 
The  merchant  who  deals  annually  in  $10,000 
of  bank  credit,' when  wheat  was  $1  per  bushel, 
will  require  $20,000  of  the  like  credit  to  deal  in 
the  same  quantity  of  grain.  The  banks  which 
supplied  the  demand  for  credit,  when  wheat 
was  at  one  dollar,  are  unable  to  meet  that  de- 
mand, when  it  la  at  double  its  former  price. 
The  cry  is,  therefore,  "  more  banks,"  and  more 
paper  money  ia  the  consequence,  until  the  pro- 
portion between  the  currency  and  the  material 
wealth  of  that  country  is*  greater  than  in  other 
ports  of  the  world.  If  the  real  balance  of  trade 
then  turns  for  a  moment  against  na,  a  great 
oommerdal  catastrophe  occurs.  And  even  if 
this  shonld  not  be  the  case,  the  trade  in  our 
currency  becomes  more  profitable  than  that  in 
our  commodities.  TMs  currency  promises  to 
be  convertible  into  specie,  which  is  of  uniform 
value  everywhere.  The  constitution  of  tUs 
country  requires  that  it  should  be  so  converti- 
ble, and  when  the  paper  currency  is  purchased 
with  oommodities,  the  holder  seeks  a  redemp- 
tion of  the  pledge  to  pay  in  specie. 

If  the  State  Governments  will  have  a  paper 
currency,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  safest  mode 
in  which  they  can  put  it  forth.  But  a  paper 
currency  put  forth  by  Qovemment  on  any  otner 
principle,  will  always  have  the  unfortunate  ef- 
fect of  continually  changing  the  measure  of 
vidne  by  which  contracts  are  to  be  adjusted. 
IMfferent  Governments  adopt  different  rules  of 
issue.  The  proportion  of  paper  currency  to 
material  wealth  is  different  in  each.  A  man 
coDtraote,  expecting  to  deliver  by  one  standard, 
and  owing  to  its  change  is  forced  to  deliver  by 
another.  He  receives,  perhaps,  in  ounces,  and 
is  forced  to  return  in  pounds.  This  injurious 
change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  and 
creditor,  leads  to  disasters  and  sufferings  so 
often  witnessed  that  I  need  not  depict  them. 
Other  Governments  have  means  of  palltating 
ttie  evila  of  this  sudden  change  in  the  measure 
^  value,  not  witlun  onr  reach.  When  a  de- 
mand ia  made  for-a  sudden  adjnstment  in  specie 
of  contracts  formed  under  the  expectation  that 
tiuj  are  to  be  redeemed  in  paper,  theee  Got- 
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onmento  can,  and  alv^  do,  lutuefBre  to  l>re- 
Twt  diis  ohange  In  the  relatioiis  between  debtor 
and  creditor.  Th^  make  the  paper  a  legal 
tender  betveen  man -and  man.  Indeed,  &e 
English  OoT^rnment  seems  to  be  well  aware 
of  the  necessity  of  making  p^>er  onrrenoy  a 
tender,  after  it  ia  once  isened;  it  sees  so  olearly 
Uiat  contracts  will  always  be  made  under  the 
expectation  of  redeeming  them  in  this  paper, 
and  that  it  wcfold  l>e  impossible  to  force  their 
a^aatment  in  specie,  that  it  has  made  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  England  a  legal  tender  by  a 
standing  law  of  the  land.  Here  we  can  resort 
to  no  sach  expedient.  Kothing  but  gold  and 
silver  can  be  made  a  legal  tender ;  a  point  of 
difference  whldi  no  American  statesman  should 
km  right  ot  What  ibUy  is  it. then,  to  intro- 
doee  by  legislation  a  standard  of  measure  in 
the  formation  of  oontraota,  whidi  can  always 
be  altered  by  the  erector  at  his  pleasure,  in 
despite  of  our  lawst  How  T&st  and  complex 
is  the  fraud  which  we  thus  practise  upon  our 
citizens,  when  we  indirectly  force  them  to  con- 
tract by  one  standard,  whilst  the  constitution 
requires  them  to  ^ay  by  another  1  If  a  law 
were  passed  requinng  every  man  who  had  con- 
tracted to  deliver  a  bushcu  of  com  to  deliver 
two,  the  iqJuBtice  would  not  be  greater,  nor  the 
mischief  more,  than  our  paper  currency  has 
often  prodooed. 

Bn^  Ifr.  Ohatrman,  much  as  I  ol^eot  to  the 
omneotion  between  thie  Government  and  the 
banks,  on  account  of  tlie  disturbing  catises 
which  I  think  it  iutrodnces  into  the  action  of 
the  currency  and  credit  systems  of  the  country, 
I  have  another  objection  still  more  powerfbL 
I  never  wish  to  see  the  banks  converted  into 
political  engines  again.  Of  all  the  enormous 
additions  which  have  been  mode  to  Executive 
patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  its  connec- 
tion with  the  State  banks  as  the  most  fearful. 
The  army  of  office-holders,  though  you  should 
count  them  as  100,000  strong,  would  confer  not 
half  the  power  upon  the  Executive  which  the 
possesrion  of  the  State  baoka  would  give,  to 
mm.  Convert  them  into  pcditical  engines  to 
be  worked  1^  his  hands ;  give  him  the  control 
over  the  exohanges  and  currency  of  the  coun- 
tiy ;  give  him  the  dispensation  of  bank  favors, 
and  if  he  were  disposed  to  use  them  for  per- 
sonal advancement,  he  would  scorn  your  titie 
of  king,  and  your  gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the 
offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  his  absolute  author- 
ity without  them.  If  the  choice  of  means  were 

fiven  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  mt^utain 
is  power,  he  wonldnot  choose  a  nobility,  said 
to  be  the  natural  support  of  the  crown,  but  he 
would  ask  for  some  hundreds  of  corporations, 
winding  the  mouMr  pown  of  the  whtde  conn- 
try.  He  would  ass  tar  those  whose  ddibera- 
tions  might  be  secret,  whose  agents  might  be 
Invisible,  and  whose  march  upon  their  purpose 
could  only  be  diverted  by  that  impulse  of  inter- 
est which  he  alone  codid  rt^pdate.  Give  him 
these,  rir,  and  he  would  despise  yonr  stmding 
aqnies  and  your  orders  of  nobilitT  as  oomlffonB 
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devieea,  uuworthjr  of  the  refinement  of  flie  spirit 
of  mo^m  despotism.  Ur,  Oliairman,  I  nave 
always  regarded  the  connection  between  bank 
and  State  In  this  country  as  a  conjanctore  most 
ominous  to  our  liberties.  Use  the  public  money 
to  bnyup  the  State  bwiks  for  the  use  of  this 
Government,  or  of  its  Executive  branch,  and 
you  at  once  convert  them  into  political  engines, 
you  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of  their 
own  institutions,  and  you  place  the  people 
under  the  dominion  of  a  league  of  corporate 
influences.  Endow  a  moneyed  corporation  with 
the'  functions  of  Government,  and  you  behold 
at  once  the  most  ruthless  of  all  despotisms ;  and 
the  history  of  human  suffering  and  of  East  In- 
dian oppression  fa  not  rilent  np<m  this  snljeot. 
You  may  place  the  worst  of  men  in  authorify, 
and  he  will  have  some  touch  of  human  feeling. 
Not  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation.  It  delib* 
erates  in  secret ;  it  moves  oy  the  power  of  a 
majority,  with  no  sense  of  personal  and  indi- 
vidual responsibility  at  the  bar  of  public  opin- 
ion ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  single  impulse 
of  interest  You  cannot  move  it  to  pity  for  the 
present,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past:  for  its  ao-. 
tion  is  mechanical,  and  not  undbr  the  influence 
of  feeling  or  of  soul.  I  protest,  then,  ur,  against 
any  attempt  to  bind  the  moneyed  corporations 
to  one  govemmeiit,  and  by  one  common  pdit* 
ical  purpose.  I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connection  between  bank  wd 
State,  and,  perhaps  it  may  be.  reasonably  re- 

a aired  of  me  to  sanest  some  better  plan  iat 
le  custody  of  the  public  treasure.  If  the  selei^- 
tion  were  left  to  me,  should  adopt  the 
plan  of  special  deporits.  The  Qenerid  Govern- 
ment shmild  be  independent  of  the  banks  as  to 
the  medium  in  which  its  revenues  are  collected, 
and  banks  would  be  independent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  its  rewards  through  the  privilege 
of  trading  upon  the  public  deposits.  If  such 
an  arrangement  could  be  effected  b^  f^ving  the 
banks  a  fur  compensation  for  keepms  the  pub- 
lic money,  at  the  same  time  that  uey  were 
effectually  restrained  from  naing  it,  I  dionld 
much  prefer  it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueaus.  The  peooniary 
responsibility  would  be  greater  than  that  of  in- 
dividual collectors,  and  its  custody  of  the  public 
revraue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.  But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  be  in  the  means  whidi 
this  plan  would  afford  the  representatives  of  the 
people  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  public 
money,  if  at  any  time  there  was  cause  to  sus- 
pect either  tbe  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  shall  not  fatigue 
the  committee^  however,  with  the  detuls  of  a 
scheme  which  I  shdl  not  propose  by  w^  of 
amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  leasonahle 
prospect  of  its  adoption  at  present  I  should 
greatly  prefer  a  bill  oarefnlly  framed  njKSi  this 
basis  to  the  one  now  before  us ;  but  I  nve  to 
that  the  decided  preference  over  the  outer  al- 
ternatives, of  a  United  States  Bank,  or  the  con- 
nection  between  the  Government  and  the  State 
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banks.  DonbtleflB,  there  will  be  difficnlties  at- 
tendant upon  any  scheme  for  regnlattng  the  coa- 
tody  of  the  public  revenne.  The  money  power, 
in  all  its  combinations,  preseuta  the  most  diffl- 
cnlt  problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  Got- 
oTunent.  But  we  most  choose  the  plan 
within  onr  reach.  It  is  idle  to  expect  perfec- 
tion in  a  system  of  finance.  I  go,  nr,  for  the 
great  principle  of  divorce^  withont  committiDg 
myself  to  the  Hpedfio  details  of  this  hill  further 
tluin  by  the  ezpresrionof  ajawfetenoefor  them 
met  tiie  oonnectitHi  betwem  bank  and  State. 
in  that  comparison,  I  have  satisfied  myself  that 
It  does  not  increase  Exeentive  patronage,  as  its 
opponents  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its 
tenancy  will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of 
K>ecie  payments.  It,  in  fact,  diminishes  the 
£xecutive  patronage  by  a  larger  amount  tiian 
any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this  Gov- 
ernment. It  subtracts  the  entire  amount  of 
bank  patronage  from  the  Executive,  and,  in 
comparison  with  this,  the  few  additional  officers 
to  be  created  are  as  nothing.  How  is  this  bill, 
sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks?  Ihey  will  be  afraid,  it  is  sud, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  specie  to  be  paid  for 
pnblio  dues.  Xhis  objection,  sir,  is  more  sne- 
dons  ibxD.  Talid.  The  quarterly  recdptaof  tnis 
Government  wHI  range  from  dx  to  eight  mil- 
lions. The  greatest  possible  amount  of  ^e  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  leeal  currency,  under 
this  bill,  would  be  six  or  eight  milliona  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  I  am  informed  tiiat  a  &r  less  Bum 
would  suffice,  as  the  public  mone^  is  paid  out 
nearly  as  fast  as  !t  comes  in.  Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, lAxy  that  the  dght  hundred  banks  of  this 
country  could  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  if 
they  were  ready  in  other  respects  for  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments !  But,  sir,  in  point 
of  fact,  the  reqmution  for  specie  upon  the  banks, 
or  npott  the  oonntr^  nnder  this  biU,  cannot 
amount  to  a  dollar  if  these  Treasury  drafts  be 
bmed  for  <»renIadon,  as  I  presume  wiU  be  the 
case.  They  ftimiah  more  than  enough  of  me- 
dinm  for  the  colleotion  of  onr  revenues.  The 
1)ank%  Mr.  Chairman,  cannot  resume  specie 
payments  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is 
nearly  or  whoUy  liquidated.  When  that  is 
d<»ie,  if  they  will  elevate  the  value  of  their  cur- 
rency to  the  par  of  spede,  partly  by  ourtuling 
their  circulation  ^adually,  and  vitlun  the  limit 
of  the  present  discount  upon  their  paper,  and 
partly  by  a  judicious  command  of  excoaages  for 
converting  their  own  obligations,  they  may  then 
aafiely  resume  specie  payments.  Whenever  their 
ptq)er  will  command  its  par  in  specie  in  the  mar- 
Let,  they  may  safely  undertake  to  give  specie 
for  it  themselTes.  This  I  bdieve  to  be  the  only 
true  mode  of  eifeoting  the  resnmpticm,  and  this 
operation  is  entire^  independoit  of  the  fiscal 
action  of  the  GoTunment.  Bely  upon  h,  air, 
that  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
any  other  means  wonld  he  impractioable,  with- 
out producing  more  distress  than  we  have  yet 
seen  in  the  community.  To  take  their  depre- 
dated paper  In  payment  of  the  pubUc  ivM, 
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would  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to  resume, 
as  the  Government  credit  would  thus  be  wortii 
more  to  them  than  it  would  be  if  thdr  papa 
was  convertible. 

Hr.  Hason,  of  Yirginia,  sud :  Ky  great  ob- 
jections to  the  meafiures  proposed  in  this  bHl 
are,  that  they  are  not  at  all  commensurate  with 
the  exigencies  of  the  times ;  they  do  not  meet 
the  real  difficulty.  The  bill  simply  ord^s  that 
the  Government,  after  a  limited  time,  will  re-, 
ceive  noUiing  but  gold  and  silver  in  payment 
of  public  dues,  and  will  intrust  its  keeping  to 
its  own  officers  akme.  Kow,  if  there  were  a 
creative  power  in  onr  law ;  i^  by  this  simple 
enactment,  the  bank  paper  could  be  driven  out 
of  circulation,  back  whence  it  came,  and  the 
precious  metals  substituted  iu  sufficient  quanti- 
ties to  meet  the  wants  of  society,  as  well  as  the 
demands  of  the  revenue,  the  chief  ground  of 
my  opposition  would  be  at  once  removed.  I 
can  well  see,  from  the  experience  we  have  had 
of  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  banks  to  excesdve 
issues,  (and  such,  at  present,  are  my  decided 
impressions,)  that,  whenever  the  currenoy  is 
placed  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  tribute,  the 
true  policy  of  Government  may  be  found  to  be 
to  exact  its  dues  altogether  in  coin,  and  to 
withh(dd  its  revenu^  while  resting  between  Iti 
collection  and  its  disbursement,  from  the  use 
of  banks,  as  a  fond  to  increase  their  discounts. 
Hy  reasons  for  this  I  will  «ve  hereafter,  when 
treating  of  the  proper  podnona  which  the  Gov- 
ernment may  ultimately  assume  toward  the 
State  banks. 

The  bill  is  to  operate  upon  the  currency  as  it 
now  is;  for  we  have  not  only  no  guarantee 
that  it  will  be  found  in  an  improved  condition 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the  limited  time,) 
but  it  is  susceptible  almost  of  demonstration 
that  one  necessary  oonseqaence  from  the  pro- 
posed law  will  be  to  continue  the  camacy  in 
its  present  debased  condltion. 

The  predous  metals^  all  wiU  agree,  are  now 
banished  from  drenlation.  Th^  are  in  the 
country,  I  grant  yott,  and  In  eumcieDt  qnantS- 
ties,  perhaps,  to  answer  their  accustomed  du^ 
of  circula^g  in  thme  channels  below  the  reach 
of  bank  paper ;  but  they  no  longer  pass  from 
hand  to  hand  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  Hieir 
former  exchangeable  value  has  been  converted, 
by  the  course  of  trade  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
to  a  value  exclusively  marketable;  and  thus 
they  have  fallen  back,  and  are  entirely  merged 
in  the  common  and  general  mass  of  merchan- 
dise. Spede,  whether  in  coin  or  in  bullion,  is 
now  merchandise,  and  not  money ;  and  those 
who  require  it  for  any  purpose  must  go  into  the 
market  and  buy  it  at  market  rates,  as  they 
would  any  kind  of  merobandiM  whatever, 
llow  long,  then,  is  this  state  of  things  to  con- 
tinue! How  long  will  this  marketable  value 
attach,  which  detains  the  coin  from  its  most 
appropriate  ftmction  as  current  money  And 
by  what  process  can  it  be  restored  to  circula- 
tion) 

The  answer  to  the  two  first  inquiries  is  very 
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rimple.  Spede  irOl  oontioue  to  be  merchan- 
dise, 10  long  as  tZtere  exlsta  aaj  demand  fbr  it 
gra^r  than  l^at  wUeh  wonld  invite  or  retain 
ft  in  olronlation.  It  was  driven  ont  of  drcnla- 
tion  by  t^e  demand  for  exportation,  after  the 
tnuiness  of  the  coantry  had  reatized  the  fact 
that  oar  exports  were  insnfflolent  to  pay  for  our 
imports.  The  balance  must  be  met,  and  the 
preotons  metals  were  called  ont  of  circulation 
to  answer  ^is  new  demand.  It  is  a  necessary 
and  fundamental  law  of  cnrrenoy,  that  where 
yon  have  two  media,  of  which  either  answers 
all  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  one  of  them, 
besides  those  pnrpoaea,  will  answer  another 
purpose  as  a  saqjeet  of  trade,  the  latter  will  fly 
at  onoe  to  meet  the  new  demand,  and  leave  the 
duties  of  currency  exolmdvely  to  its  fellow. 

8o  it  waa  between  the  paper  and  the  specie, 
vhen,  by  the  exigencies  of  trade,  th^  latter  was 
enddenly  called  off  to  meet  the  new  demand 
oreated  by  the  necessity  in  commerce,  of  extin- 
gnishing  the  balanoea  ogunst  our  importers. 
There  is  no  mystery  in  all  this.  Imports  are 
to  be  paid  for  from  those  two  sources  alone : 
by  the  produce  and  labor  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, or  by  gold  and  silver ;  and  whenever  the 
fonuef  is  found  inadequate,  the  precious  metals 
most  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Thus  stood  the  country  when  the  bonks  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  specie.  They  had  an 
agency,  and  a  large  agency,  I  grant  yoo,  in 
bringing  that  necessity  about;  pampering,  as 
they  did,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They  met  all 
its  demaads,  honored  all  its  drafts,  as  well  in 
the  rage  for  importation,  as  In  tiiose  extrava^ 
gant  speculations  to  which  the  apparent  pros- 
perity of  the  age  gave  birth.  But  the  hanks 
are  not  alone  to  blame  in  this.  It  is  due  to  the 
occasion,  and  will  aid  us  la  searching  out  the 
trae  remedy  against  a  recurrence,  to  admit, 
candidly  and  furly,  that  the  Government  itself 
saw  as  little  the  mischief  that  would  follow 
from  the  eztensiou  of  their  credit,  as  the  banks 
did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  times,  and  should  b«  reoorded  on  ^e  same 
page,  that  when  the  deponta  were  g^ven  to  the 
State  hanks,  they  w»e  expnaAy  Instmoted  to 
make  them  tiie  basis  of  new  inoeDtivea  to  com- 
mercial enterprise. 

I  do  not  speak  this  at  aH,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of 
rebnke ;  far,  very  far  from  it  I  adduce  it  only 
to  show  that  the  Qovemment  itself,  against 
whom,  as  some  have  said,  the  bonks  have  com- 
mitted the  unpardonable  sin,  was  itself  actively 
instigating  them  to  that  very  extension,  now  so 
zealously  condemned.  How  far  the  banks 
might  have  gone  in  extending  their  discounts, 
npon  the  immense  deposit  thns  cast  npon  tbem, 
intiiout  this  anthoritAtlTe  hint,  none  can  easily 
tdl.  But  it  Is  fUr  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that 
this  lioense  in  advance  ^d  not  pass  wiim- 
proved. 

Having  stated  thus  the  actual  condition  of 
&e  currency,  and  briefly  traced  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  it,  let  ns  inquire  next  what 
will  be  the  probable  op^atitm  of  a  law  that 
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takes  no  aeeomit  of  Its  enfeebled  state,  but  pe- 
ramptorify  deman^  after  a  g^ven  day,  that  the 
entire  revenue,  amonnting  to  some  twen^  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  up  in 
gold  and  silver.  One  necessary  consequence, 
in  my  apprehension,  would  be,  efifectnally  to 
place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  banks  to  re- 
sume the  payment  of  specie  within  any  reason- 
able time.  How  can  it  be  otherwise  ?  They 
suspended  payment,  because  of  the  new  demand 
for  coin  created  by  the  exigencies  of  trade. 
They  have  not  yet  resumed,  because,  although 
that  demand  has  entirely  diminished,  as  shBwn 
by  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  still 
demand  eooogh  to  warn  them  of  the  conse- 
qnenoes  of  an  attempted  resumption,  befbre  tiie 
trade  of  the  country  is  In  a  fit  condition  to  bear 
it.  Sir,  the  country  is  recovering  fiut  from  the 
violent  and  sudden  oonvuldon  Into  wUeb  it  has 
been  lately  thrown.  It  cannot  otherwise  be, 
when  we  consider  the  immense  resources  of 
this  vast  continent,  wielded,  as  they  are,  by  a 
people  whose  indastry  and  enterprise  acknowl-: 
edge  no  other  limit  than  the  very  bounds  of  the 
earth.  But  the  Government  roust  keep  its 
hands  off ;  time  must  be  allowed  for  the  sys- 
tem to  react,  before  any  new  or  additional  pres- 
sure can  be  borne. 

If  the  necesnties  of  circulation  are  not  strong 
enough  now  to  bring  specie  into  general  use,  as 
part  of  tiie  currency,  because  of  ttie  existing 
collateral  demand  in  trade,  does  it  not  neoea- 
sarily  follow,  that  any  new  demand  will  have 
an  ulditional  effect  in  retarding  that  operation! 

Yon  create  this  new  demand  by  the  bill 
nnder  consideration ;  pass  it,  and  you  at  once 
increase  the  premium  that  specie  already  bears 
over  the  ordinary  currency;  yon  give  it  in- 
creased value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  of 
such  new  demand-  and  to  that  same  extent 
you  postpone  the  dajr  when  it  can  return  into 
use  as  a  part  of  the  ciroulatioff  medium.  Until 
that  day  comes,  it  is  impossiDle  fbr  the  banks 
to  pay  ont  specie  upon  their  notes ;  they  never 
can  ao  so,  until  the  demand  upon  them  ia  re- 
duced to  a  naked  demand  for  circulation.  If  1 
am  correct  in  this  reasoning,  the  best  that  could 
be  hoped  for  under  the  proposed  law  would  be, 
that  it  should  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  shown  that  we  could  have  no 
return  to  a  circulation  of  specie  under  its  aus- 
pices ;  and,  if  this  be  so,  do  yon  believe,  does, 
any  man  believe,  tiiat  the  Uw  oould  be  carried 
into  effect? 

What,  sir,  that  the  Government  alone  should 
be  pud  in  silver  and  gold,  while  those  who 
have  the  p^ments  to  make  receive  nothing  but 
irredeemable  paper  I  How  vain  and  idle  it  is 
to  expect  any  such  thiog.  It  by  any  ehanoe, 
or  lucky  accident,  overruling  those  stem  neoes- 
uties  to  which  all  hnman  affairs  are  snljject, 
the  engency  of  the  times  should  have  passed 
by,  before  yonr  policy  b^na,  then  it  might 
thus  chance-favored,  be  that  the  scheme  could 
bo  carried  out  But  it  becomes  us  not  to  leg^ 
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banks.  Doubtless,  there  will  be  difficoltios  at- 
tendant Qpon  ai^  Bcheme  for  regulating  the  ens- 
tody  of  the  pnbho  revenne.  The  money  power, 
in  aSl  its  combinations,  presents  the  most  diffi- 
enlt  problem  tobesolvM  In  the  snence  of  Gov- 
emment  Bat  ve  must  bhoose  the  b^  plan 
w^Oiin  oar  reach.  It  la  idle  to  expect  perfec- 
tion in  a  system  (tf  finance.  I  go,  dr,  for  the 
great  principle  of  ^rorce,  without  committing 
myself  to  the  specific  details  of  this  bill  farther 
than  by  the  e^resnon  of  a  preference  for  them 
over  the  connection  between  bank  and  State. 
In  that  comparison,  I  have  satisfied  myself  that 
it  does  not  increase  Exocuttve  patronage,  as  its 
<9poaents  maintuu ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its 
tendency  will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of 
nieoie  payments.  It,  in  &ct,  dimimahes  the 
Executive  patronage  by  a  larger  amount  than 
any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this  Gov- 
ernment. It  subtracts  the  entire  amoant  of 
tank  patronage  fkxnn  tiie  Execntive,  and,  in 
oomparisoQ  wuh  this,  the  few  additional  <^cer8 
to  be  created  are  as  nothing.  Bow  is  this  bill, 
sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  n>eoie  payments 
by  the  banks  1  They  win  be  alraid,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  npon  them  for  spede  to  be  pdd  for 
pablio  dues.  This  ottJeotu>n,  sir,  is  more  spe- 
oioos  than  valid.  The  quarterly  receipts  of  uils 
Government  will  range  ttom  six  to  dght  mil- 
lions. Tlie  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under 
this  bill,  would  be  six  or  eight  millions,  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  I  am  informed  that  a  fkr  less  sum 
would  suffice,  as  the  public  monejr  is  p^  out 
nearly  as  fiut  as  it  comes  in.  Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, dr,  that  the  dght  hundred  banks  this 
oonntry  wrnld  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  If 
tiiety  were  ready  In  otiier  req>ects  n>r  the  re- 
anmption  of  spede  payments  f  Bat,  sir,  in  point 
at  fact,  the  requisition  for  specie  upon  the  banks, 
or  npon  the  ooantiy,  under  this  bilL  cannot 
amooDt  to  a  dollar  if  these  Treasury  drafts  be 
issned  for  circulation,  as  I  presume  will  be  the 
case.  They  furnish  more  than  enou{^  of  me- 
dium for  the  oolleotioa  of  our  revenues.  The 
banks,  Ur.  Chairman,  cannot  resume  specie 
payments  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is 
nearly  or  wholly  liquidated.  When  that  is 
done,  if  they  will  elevate  the  valne  of  their  cur- 
rency to  the  par  of  qiecie^  partly  by  oartalling 
their  drenlaldon  ^radnal^,  and  witiim  the  Unut 
of  the  prment  disooont  npon  thdr  ptq>er,  and 
partly  by  a  jodldoas  oommand  ot  exonanges  for 
converting  their  own  obligations,  they  may  then 
aa&ly  resome  qtecie  payments.  'Whenever  their 
paper  will  command  its  par  in  spede  in  the  mar- 
ket, they  may  safely  undertake  to  give  specie 
for  it  themselves.  This  I  believe  to  be  the  only 
true  mode  of  effecting  the  rcsomption,  and  this 
operation  is  entirely  independent  of  the  fiscal 
action  of  the  Government.  Bely  upon  it,  rir, 
that  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
any  other  means  would  be  impracticable,  with- 
oat  producing  more  distress  than  we  have  yet 
aeen  la  the  community.  To  take  their  depre- 
dated paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dae% 
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wonld  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to  resume^ 
as  the  Government  credit  would  thus  be  worUi 
more  to  them  than  it  would  be  if  their  paper 
was  convertible. 

iix.  Maboh,  of  Virginia,  sdd:  Hy  great  ob* 
jections  to  the  measures  proposed  in  this  bfll 
are,  that  they  are  not  at  all  commensarate  wlQi 
the  exigendes  of  the  times ;  they  do  not  meet 
the  real  difficulty.  The  bill  dmply  ordains  that 
the  Government,  after  a  limited  time,  will  re-, 
ceive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in  parent 
of  pnhlio  dues,  and  will  intrust  its  keepmg  to 
its  own  officers  alone.  XoWj  if  there  were  a 
creative  power  in  our  law ;  by  this  simple 
enactment,  the  bank  paper  could  be  driven  out 
of  circulation,  back  whence  it  came,  and  the 
precious  metals  substituted  in  snfficient  quanti- 
ties to  meet  the  wants  of  society,  as  well  fa  the 
demands  of  the  revenoo,  the  chief  ground  of 
my  oppodtion  would  be  at  once  removed.  I 
can  well  see,  from  the  experience  ve  have  bad 
of  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  banks  to  exeesdve 
issues,  (and  such,  at  present,  are  my  dedded 
impressions,)  that,  whenever  the  currency  is 
plibced  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  tribute,  the 
true  policy  of  Government  may  be  found  to  be 
to  exact  its  dues  altogether  in  coin,  and  to 
withhold  its  revenue,  wnile  resting  between  its 
collection  and  its  disbursement,  from  the  use 
of  banks,  as  a  fund  to  increase  their  discounts. 
My  reasons  for  this  I  will  give  hereafter,  when 
treating  of  the  proper  podnons  which  the  Gov- 
ernment may  oltimately  aasame  toward  tha 
State  hmhi. 

The  bin  is  to  operate  upon  the  currency  as  It 
now  is ;  for  we  have  not  only  no  guarantee 
that  it  will  be  foond  in  an  improved  condition 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the  limited  time,) 
but  it  is  susceptible  almost  of  demonstration 
that  one  necessary  consequence  from  the  pro- 
posed law  will  be  to  continue  the  currency  la 
its  present  debased  condition. 

The  predous  metals,  all  will  agree,  are  now 
banished  from  circulation.  Th^  are  in  the 
country,  I  grant  yon,  and  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties, perhaps,  to  answer  their  accustomed  du^ 
of  circulatmg  in  those  channels  below  the  nexSi 
of  bank  paper ;  but  they  no  longer  pass  from 
hand  to  hand  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  Their 
former  exchangeable  valne  baa  been  conTerted, 
by  the  course  of  trade  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
to  a  value  exdadvely  marketable;  and  thus 
they  have  fallen  bade,  and  are  entirely  merged 
in  the  common  and  general  mass  of  merchan- 
dise. Spede,  whether  in  coin  or  in  bullion,  is 
now  merchandise,  and  not  money;  and  those 
who  require  it  for  any  purpose  must  go  into  the 
market  and  buy  It  at  market  rates,  as  they 
would  any  kind  of  merchandise  whatever. 
IIow  long,  then,  is  this  state  of  things  to  con- 
tinue? How  long  will  this  marketable  value 
attach,  which  detains  the  coin  from  iu  most 
appropriate  faction  as  current  mooey  ?  And 
by  what  process  can  it  ^  restored  to  drcola^ 
tioni 

The  answer  to  tbo  two  firat  tnqnlriea  Is  very 
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umple.  Spede  vill  oontiniie  to  be  merehao- 
disd,  BO  long  aa  there  exists  aaj  demand  for  It 
gre«er  than  that  which  woald  invite  or  retain 
u  In  circalation.  It  was  driven  ont  of  circula- 
tion by  the  demand  for  exportation,  a^r  the 
bnainess  of  the  country  hod  realized  the  &ct 
that  our  exports  were  insufficient  to  pay  for  our 
imports.  Tbe  balance  must  be  met,  and  the 
precious  metals  were  called  out  of  circulation 
to  answer  this  new  demand.  It  is  a  necessary 
and  fundamental  law  of  cnrrenoy,  that  where 
you  have  two  media,  of  which  either  answers 
all  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  one  of  them, 
besides  those  purposes,  will  answer  another 
pnrpoae  as  a  subject  of  trade,  the  latter  will  fly 
at  once  to  meet  the  new  demand,  and  leave  the 
dnties  (tf  cnrreD<^  ezdndvely  to  its  fellow. 

So  it  was  between  the  paper  and  the  specie, 
when,  by  the  exigencies  of  trade,  the  latter  was 
Bnddenly  called  off  to  meet  the  new  demand 
created  by  the  necessity  in  commerce,  of  extin- 
ffnishing  the  balances  agdnst  our  importers. 
There  6  no  mystery  in  all  this.  Imports  are 
to  be  paid  for  from  those  two  sources  alone : 
by  the  produce  and  labor  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, or  by  gold  and  silver ;  and  whenever  the 
former  is  found  inadeqnato,  the  precious  metals 
must  make  up  the  denciency. 

Thus  stood  the  country  when  the  banks  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  specie.  They  had  an 
agency,  and  a  large  agency,  I  grant  yon,  in 
brbging  that  nec^ly  about;  panipering^  as 
they  did,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They  met  all 
its  demands,  honored  all  its  drafts,  as  well  in 
the  rage  for  importation,  as  in  those  extrava- 
gant speculations  to  which  the  apparent  pros- 
perity of  the  age  gave  birth.  But  the  baiUcs 
are  not  alone  to  blame  in  this.  It  is  dae  to  the 
occasion,  and  will  aid  us  in  searching  ont  the 
true  remedy  gainst  a  recurrence,  to  admit, 
candidly  and  fairly,  that  the  Government  itself 
saw  as  little  the  mischiefi  that  would  follow 
from  the  extension  of  their  credit,  as  the  banks 
did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  times,  and  should  be  recorded  on  titie  same 
page,  that  when  the  depouta  were  g^ven  to  the 
State  banbs,  they  were  expressly  Instmoted  to 
make  them  the  ba^  of  new  incentives  to  com- 
mercial enterprise. 

I  do  not  speak  this  at  all,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of 
rebuke ;  far,  very  far  from  it  I  adduce  it  only 
to  show  that  the  Government  itself^  against 
whom,  as  some  have  said,  the  banks  have  com- 
mitted tbe  unpardonable  sin,  was  itself  actively 
instigating  thera  to  that  very  eitenrion,  now  so 
Kalously  condemned.  IIow  far  the  banks 
might  have  gone  in  extending  their  discounts, 
upon  the  immense  deposit  thus  cast  upon  them, 
inthout  this  authoritative  hint,  none  can  easily 
tdl.  But  it  is  fail  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that 
this  license  in  advance  did  not  pass  unim- 
prored. 

Having  atated  thus  tbe  actual  condition  of 
the  onrrency,  and  briefly  traced  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  it,  let  us  inquire  next  what 
will  be  the  probable  operation  of  a  law  that 
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talcea  no  account  of  Its  enftebled  state,  bnt  pe- 
remptorily demands,  after  a  given  day,  that  the 
entire  tevenoe,  amonntmg  to  some  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  np  In 
jHold  and  silver.  One  necessary  conseqnence, 
m  my  apprehension,  would  be,  effectiully  to 
place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  banks  to  re^ 
Bume  the  payment  of  specie  within  any  reason- 
able time.  How  can  It  be  otherwise  ?  They 
suspended  payment,  because  of  the  new  demand 
for  coin  created  by  the  exigencies  of  trade. 
They  have  not  yet  resumed,  because,  although 
that  demand  has  entirely  diminished,  as  shUwn 
by  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  still 
demand  enough  to  warn  them  of  the  conse- 
quences of  an  attempted  resumption,  before  the 
trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  fit  condition  to  bear 
it.  Sir,  the  countij  Is  recovering  last  from  the 
violent  and  sudden  convoUon  Into  which  It  has 
been  lately  thrown.  It  cannot  Otherwise  be, 
when  we  consider  the  immense'  resources  of 
this  vast  continent,  wielded,  as  tiiey  are,  by  a 
people  whose  industry  and  enterprise  acknowl-; 
edge  no  other  limit  than  the  very  bounds  of  the 
earth.  But  the  Government  mast  keep  its 
hands  off ;  time  must  be  allowed  for  the  sys- 
tem to  react,  before  any  new  or  additional  pres- 
sure can  be  borne. 

If  the  necesaities  of  circnlation  are  not  strong 
enough  now  to  bring  specie  into  general  use,  as 
part  of  the  cnrrency,  because  <»  the  existing 
collateral  demand  in  trade,  does  it  not  neoei^ 
sarily  follow,  that  any  new  demand  will  ban 
an  additional  effect  in  retarding  that  operation! 

Ton  create  this  new  demand  by  the  bill 
nuder  consideration ;  pass  It^  and  you  at  once 
increase  the  premtmn  that  specie  uready  bears 
over  the  ordinary  currency;  you  give  it  in- 
creased value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  of 
such  new  demand:  and  to  that  same  extent 
yon  postpone  the  day  when  it  oan  return  into 
nse  as  a  part  of  the  circulating  medium.  Until 
that  day  comes,  it  is  impossible  fbr  the  banks 
to  pay  out  ^oie  upon  their  notes ;  they  never 
oan  do  so^  nntU  the  demand  imon  tiiem  is  re* 
dnced  to  a  naked  demand  for  <uroQlation.  If  I 
am  correct  In  this  reaaoning,  the  best  that  ooold 
be  hoped  for  under  the  proposed  law  would  be, 
that  it  should  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  shown  that  we  could  have  no 
return  to  a  circulation  of  specie  nnder  its  aus- 
pices ;  and,  if  this  be  s<^  do  700  beUeve,  does 
any  man  believe^  that  the  law  ooold  be  carried 
into  effect  ? 

What,  sir,  that  the  Government  alone  should 
be  paid  in  silver  and  gold,  while  those  who 
have  the  payments  to  make  receive  nothing  but 
irredeemable  paper  I  How  vfdn  and  idle  it  ia 
to  expect  any  such  thing.  I£  by  any  chanoe, 
or  lu(^  accident,  ovemiung  those  stem  neeea- 
^ties  to  which  ul  human  afilaJrs  are  anlgec^ 
the  exigency  of  the  times  dioold  have  passed 
by,  before  your  policy  begins,  then  it  might 
thus  chance-favored,  be  that  the  scheme  could 
be  carried  ont  Bat  it  becomes  ns  not  to  le^^ 
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late  upon  inch  improlwbla  contingencies.  I 
want  no  better  evidence  of  what  the  Gorem- 
ment  wonid  be  twelve  months  hence,  under 
the  operation  of  this  law,  than  what  la  now 
iailj  passing  before  onr  eyes.  There  are,  it  it 
said,  (and  I  presmne  with  an  approximation  at 
least  to  the  trnth,)  now  in  this  country  eighty 
millions  of  dollars  in  coined  metal.  By  the 
existing  law,  (as  there  is  no  bank  paper  con< 
Tertible  into  specie,)  Government  can  now  re- 
ceive nothing  bnt  coin  in  payment  of  any  part 
of  fts  revenne.  I  askj  confidently,  is  any  part 
that  revenne  so  paid  I  With  ^  this  abnn- 
dance  of  tiie  precious  metals,  fully  three  times 
as  much  as  we  have  bad  at  any  former  ^riod, 
do  we  not  all  know,  that  none  whatever  is  pud 
into  the  Treasury  from  any  sonrce  of  revenue. 
I  mean  none,  when  compared  even  with  the 
lowest  necessity  of  the  public  serrioe.  The 
mint,  it  is  trne,  does  furnish  a  small  snpply, 
barely  suflicien^  if  at  all,  to  meet  those  de- 
mands which  coin  alone  will  satisfy.  But  this 
does  not  come  in  any  shape  of  revenue — far 
from  it.  It  is  purchased  by  Government,  at 
mjirket  rates,  and  a  premium  paid  upon  every 
dollar  that  is  brought  in.  Such  is  the  present 
state  of  tilings,  nsder  the  operation  of  a  hard- 
money  law,  while  tii'e  only  money  of  the  ooan- 
try  is  hi  irredeemable  paper;  and  snch  must 
ever  cdntinne  to  be  your  condition,  nnder  the 
operation  of  any  laws  that  yon  may  ^ass,  so 
long  as  the  mon^  which  yon  require  is  ban- 
ished,  b^  whatever  cause,  m>m  the  channels  of 
drcul^ion. 

I  lay  down,  then,  this  position,  and  defy  any 
refutation:  that  the  Government  mnst,  as  a 
permanent  necessity,  deal  in  that  currency  in 
which  the  people  deal ;  it  is  the  law  of  its  cre- 
ation, and  inseparable  from  its  condition.  It 
must  receive  what  the  people  receive,  and  pay 
what  tliey  pay — a  necessity  from  which  Gov- 
ernment cannot  esc^e  if  it  would,  and  ought 
not  if  it  could. 

I  speak  of  tiiis  as  a  permanent  necessity,  dis- 
tlngmshed  from  the  necessities  of  immediate 
want'  It  is  struggling  now  against  this  very 
want,  and  precisdy  as  any  large  capitalist 
might  equally  do,  by  using  the  resources  of  its 
credit  to  supply  the  temporary  absence  of  rev- 
enue. Have  we  not  Just  passed  a  law,  author- 
izing an  issue  of  ten  mlUions  of  Treasury  paper, 
.  for  this  very  purpose  1  I  mean  for  the  single 
purpose  of  reserving  the  Government  from  tlie 
necessity  of  coming  down  at  once  to  the  irre- 
deemable paper  of  the  banks.  And  this  only 
to  answer  the  present  emergency;  for  it  will 
certainlr  follow,  unless  that  mediom  can  be 
restored,  in  which  alone  the  Government  is 
Allowed  to  deal  that  we  must  issue  at  least  ten 
millions  more,  before  we  return  home  from  the 
ensuing  session.  Sir,  I  went  cordially  with  you 
in  this  use  of  Government  credit ;  and  I  will  do 
so  again  should  the  emergency  continue.  But 
I  ten  you  fairly  and  candidly,  and  I  tell  the 
people,  too,  that  this  Treasury  issue  is  all  that 
saves  the  Government  now  uW  coming  down 


at  once  to  bank  paper.  I  say  this,  sir,  because 
your  revenue  laws  exacting  gold  and  silver,  are 
not  and  cannot  be  enforced.  If  you  collect  any 
revenue,  it  can  only  be  in  that  very  paper,  be- 
cause tiiere  is  nothing  else  to  pay  with. 

Suppose,  then,  yonr  law  passed,  and  the  cur- 
rency remun,  as  under  such  policy  it  inevitably 
must  in  the  condition  that  it  now  is ;  what  are 
you  to  do  ?  If  you  could  enforce  the  law  then, 
I  ask  why  do  you  not  do  so  now  ? 

Why  do  you  not  now  compel  yonr  debtors  to 
go  into  market  and  bny  specie,  in  order  to  re- 
plenish the  Treasury!  So  far  from  this,  we 
nave  now  a  bill  before  us,  and  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  must  pass,  to  save  the  See- 
ret^  from  the  neoesdty  of  so  idle  an  attempt. 
With  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  now 
due  in  New  York  alone,  so  far  from  exacting 
payment,  we  are  about  to  give  fbrther  time  on 
all  bonds  due  and  to  become  due  between  this 
time  and  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  say,  then,  confidently,  pass  what  law  you 
may,  you  cannot  have  yonr  revenues  pud  in 
specie,  so  long  as  it  remains  at  a  premium ;  and 
uiat  the  very  first  efiiect  of  this  law,  by  creating 
a  new  demand,  would  be  to  increase  tiie  pre- 
mium, and  thus  render  permanent  the  very  ex* 
igencies  to  which  your  le^slation  is  now  act- 
ually yidding. 

But  take  another  new  of  the  snlfject.  Sup- 
pose the  law  carried  out,  what  then  would  fol- 
low f  The  imptnier,  besides  all  other  charges 
for  freight,  insurance,  duties,  &c,,  is  required  to 
pay  five  or  ten  per  centum  for  specie  to  pay  the 
duties.  Owtwnly  this  ]uUet  would  bo  added 
to  the  price  of  the  commodity ;  and  thus  the 
whole  effect  of  your  policy  wonld  be  to  tax  the 
people  to  this  extent,  in  order  that  (zovemment 
might  deal  in  gold,  while  they  were  left  to 
strufKle  on,  unaided,  agunst  all  the  ills  of 
wor£Ues8  p^>er  money. 

Hy  view  of  the  subject,  then,  is  that,  by  pass- 
ing'this  law  now,  you  postpone  to  an  ind^- 
nite  period  the  resumption  of  specie  paymoiti 
by  the  State  banks;  tuat  until  wey  do  resume, 
the  law  must  he  inoperative,  and  the  Treasuiy 
supplied  by  loans ;  or,  if  enforced,  besides  cre- 
ating a  new  and  heavy  tax  upon  all  foreign 
merchandise,  the  sole  effect  will  be  to  enrich 
the  office-holders,  and  all  'nho  feed  upon  the 
public  crib,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
community.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  lagt  objec- 
tion has  been  scouted  as  mere  slang,  as  port  of 
a  mere  "  rabble^"  and  unworthy  of  notice.  But 
I  tell  you  that  it  has  never  been  met,  and  that 
it  cannot  be  overthrown.  I  do  not  believe  (and 
that  disbelief  is  fonndcd  on  the  experience  of 
the  present  ds^)  that  such  a  law  could  be  car- 
ried ont ;  but  if  it  were,  tiie  host  of  Govem- 
ment  dependents  wonld  grow  rich  under  it. 
Hiey  would  have  money  worth  five  or  ten  dol- 
lars more  in  the  hundred  than  the  money  used 
by  the  people ;  and  the  people  would  be  taxed 
to  the  extent  of  this  five  or  ten  dollars  in  the 
hundred,  to  furnish  the  former  with  the  better 
curreiu^. 
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The  great  foroing  process  now  in  oontempla- 
llon,  will  vroA  the  veiy  revene  of  what  was 
^ea  so  BtrenooDslr  urged.  It  will  pnt  all  onr 
gdden  dreams  to  mgh^  of  the  halcyon  days  of 
aui  money,  and  the  States  will  be  oompelled, 
from  sheer  necessi^,  to  license  once  more  the 
Ter7  lowest  issue  of  bank  paper.  Seeing  these 
tl^igs,  as  I  olearlj  do  in  prospect,  nnder  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  law,  I  can  have  no 
choice  hut  to  raise  mj  voice  agfunst  it 

As  to  so  much  of  the  bill  as  constitutes  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue,  wiih  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  depositories  of  the  public  money,  I 
have  bat  litUe  to  say.  It  is  certainly  subject 
to  very  strong  objections,  not  the  least  of  which 
ia,  the  veir  great  increase  of  patronage  to  which 
it  most  give  rise ;  and  a  pannage  ik  the  most 
dangerous  inflnenoe,  as  being  so  immediately 
oonoeoted  with  the  public  money.  Neither  is 
this  objection  at  all  answered,  when  it  is  said 
that  the  patronage  will  be  less  than  that  ezer- 
<dsed  Id  tiie  intercourse  between  the  Qovem- 
ment  and  tibe  deposit  banks ;  because,  by  the 
idmple  substitute  of  a  special  for  a  general  de- 
posit, all  patronage  will  be  at  once  taken  away ; 
and  on  the  score  of  safety,  the  diSierence  ia  in- 
calcalahle. 

Whether  I  ref^ard^  then,  the  pernicious  in- 
flnenoe which  thia  bill  must  exeraae  upon  the 
currency,  if  now  enacted  into  law,  or  tne  Inad- 
equacy of  its  provifdons  for  the  aafis-^pln^  of 
the  money,  I  am  equally  constrained  to  mth- 
bold  my  assent.  In  the  first  aspect,  it  has 
never  been  submitted  to  the  country,  and  has 
had  v«ry  little  condderation  here.  The  inno- 
vation is  too  sreat,  the  transiUon  too  violent, 
from  aU  previous  usage,  to  he  thus  soddenly 
met 

[The  debate  was  fVirther  oonUnusd  by  Henn.  Rob- 
inson, Eaynea,  Calhoun  of  Mass.,  Fope,  Ooshmao, 
and  Wm.  Cost  Johnscm.] 


Fbidat,  October  18. 
SmmwntiM  for  Lomet     Oa  Florida  0am- 

On  moUon  cS  Ur.  Whittlesst,  chairman  of 

the  Oommittee  of  Chums,  the  House  took  up 
the  hill  reported  by  that  committee,  to  amend 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  remuneration 
of  volnoteers  and  others,  for  horses,  &c.,  lost  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

[The  Committee  of  Glmms  accompanied  this 
bill  with  a  report,  stating 

**  That  several  dshns  are  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee, ariaiiig  from  the  boises  and  saddles,  and 
other  equipage  of  disbanded  mounted  Tolunteers, 
having  been  turned  over  to  Uan  United  States,  by  the 
order  of  General  Jeeop,  as  it  Is  allied,  when  said 
volunteen  were  disn^ssed  from  the  swVlce. 

"  It  is  represented  to  the  oommittee  by  Colonel 
X^ng,  acting  adjutant  to  Colonel  Caolfleld's  r^j^Eoent 
of  Alabama  mounted  volunteen  in  Florida,  that  moat 
of      dahpants  with  whom  be  Is  aajualuted  are 


young  men  who  obtained  their  horses  and  equipage 

on  etvSSm,  and  tiiat  they  are  obliged  to  look  to  iaa 
United  States  for  the  vafoe  of  the  property  to  enable 
them  to  make  payment  to  the  persons  of  whom  they 
purchased.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  clumanta  were 
dck  at  the  time  they  were  disnussed,  or  left  the  ser- 
vice on  furiougfa ;  and  it  was  thou^t  best  by  General 
Jesqt  that  they  ^uld  return  home  by  water,  rather 
than  enooonter  the  fatigue,  hardships,  and  danger  itf 
retuniiug  home  by  land  The  committee,  at  the  last 
sestdon  Congress,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jamea  L.  Kenner,  whose  horse  was  turned  over  to 
the  United  States  by  the  order  of  the  commanding 
officer,  on  the  dlsdiarge  of  sud  Kenner  by  reason  of 
slcfaiesB. 

"  The  committee  refer  to  that  report  In  &e  lint 
volume  of  Reports,  Ko.  8.  The  number  of  chums 
that  irill  be  embraced  under  a  general  law.  Colonel 
King  thinks  may  be  one  hundred.  It  appears  to  the 
committee  It  is  expedient  to  prcrtda  Sat  this  elasB  of 
bases  by  a  general  law."] 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill,  (Mr.  Bbiqgs  in 
the  chair,) 

Ur.  Cabtxb  sdd  he  was  not  opposed  to  the 
bill  BOW  under  con^deration,  except  that  its 

Srovisions  were  not  sufficiently  extensive.  It 
id  not  embrace  a  class  of  cases  of  real  hardship 
that  he  believed  existed.  He  said  he  would, 
take  this  occasion  to  brii^  to  the  notioe  of  ^e 
committee,  and  at  the  same  time  suggest  to  the 
honorable  ohairmau  <ii  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  that  there  were  among  the  volimteerB 
some  cases  of  reial  and  peonliar  hardships,  that 
were  not  yet  providea  for  by  law,  although 
great  exertions  were  made  at  the  last  Congress 
in  tiLeh*  behalf;  and  he  woold  now  tender  to 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  his  acknowled^enta  of  gratitude  for 
his  assiduity  and  exertions  favorable  to  the  re- 
lief of  those  patriotic  young  men  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  and  who  had  sustained  loss- 
OB  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Sb*,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  here  that,  in 
my  ophiion,  the  reports  be  true  that  have 
reached  my  ears,)  the  Government  has  not 
dealt  as  kindly  and  as  Hherally  as  she  should 
have  dome  towards  the  volunteers  of  Tennes- 
see. We  provided  by  law  at  the  last  Congress, 
that  the  soldiers  or  volunteers  who  had  ren- 
dezvoosed.  were  mustered,  and  immediately 
dtediargeo,  should  be  paid  one  month's  full 
pay ;  and,  by  the  estimates  fhrnished  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  by  the  War  Department,  one 
month's  ftill  pay  was  made  to  amount  to  between 
(65  and  $70, 1  think,  perhaps,  $68  and  some 
cents ;  and,  by  ttio  decision  of  the  Attorney- 
General  under  the  old  law,  another  class  of 
^ose  volonteers,  that  were  indefinitely  fax- 
longhed,  and  required  to  retam  to  service  if 
they  sboold  be  ordered  to  do  so,  were  to  be 
considered  in  service  until  absolutely  discharged, 
and  consequently  were  entitled  to  their  full  pay. 
I  have  heud  some  hints,  air,  that  the  War  De- 
partment has  not  earned  into  effect  this  law, 
and  thia  dedslon,  aa  vas  contemplated  by  Gon- 
gress  and  those  representative  who  were  lookr 
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ed  to  to  gaard  and  sustain  the  rights  of  those 
parUcolar  individoals.  I  do  not  knov,  nr,  how 
Or  tiie  War  Dmartnwni  has  fUled  in  a  oompli- 
■Doe  with  the  W ;  nor  hare  I  anr  idea  as  to 
what  extent  those  volnnteers  have  been  injored 
1^  the  defalcations  of  the  Gkivemment  Bnt  I 
hope,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  I  will  be  able  to 
obtidn  the  information ;  and,  if  my  fears  are 
realized,  and  thej  have  been  defrauded  oat  of 
any  portion  of  the  amount  that  Congress  in- 
tended they  ahoold  have,  and  I  cannot  obtain 
redress  by  an  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  I  will  feel  myself  bound  to  bring  the  sub- 
jeot  again  to  the  conuderation  of  this  House, 
Delieving  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
are  ready  upon  all  oooasions  todojostioe  to  the 
people.  And  I  am  idad  now  tohavethe  aasor- 
anoe  of  the  fatmorable  ob^nnan  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  daims,  that  he  wiU  afford  all  the  wd  in' 
Ids  power  to  render  to  the  volunteen  of  my 
State  ample  oompoisation  for  their  service  and 
their  losses,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congress.  I 
have  also  a  right  to  c^pl^,  on  behalf  ot 
these  men,  in  another  point  of  view.  I  am  in- 
formed onr  volunteers  were  p^d  off  in  the' 
depreciated  bank  paper  that  was  [>erhaps  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  below  par.  If  this  be  true,  and 
my  former  suggestions  be  true,  that  they  have 
not  been  paidas  much  as  Congress  intended 
them  to  have,  why,  sir,  your  volunteer  soldiery 
of  Tennessee  have  been  dieated  and  deftaadea 
out  of  holl^  or  at  least  a  large  portion  of  tiidr 

iost  dues.  And  if  bo,  we  moat  ask  <>ongre88 
ereafter,  whatever  the  tme  state  of  facts  can 
be  ascertained,  to  grant  such  relief  as  the  merits 
of  those  cl^mants  may  Jostly  and  honestly  de- 
mand. And  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  dispo- 
Ntion  heretofore  manifested  by  this  House,  and 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  relation  to  this 
deserving  and  meritorious  class  of  claimants, 
that  am^e  relief  will  be  awarded  them. 

The  bill,  then,  having  been  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Sub-lVeaturjf  sal 
Oa.  motioo.  cmF  Kr.  Cahbbbleet^  the  Honse 
then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wh<de,  and . 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  bill  im- 
posing additional  duties  on  certain  officers. 

Kr.  LsaABs,  of  South  Carolina,  after  an  ex- 
tended dementaiy  view  of  currency,  went  on 
to  say :  Sir,  I  have  been  driven  to  this  elemen- 
tary way  of  conaidering  the  snigect,  by  the  course 
wnich  the  argument  has  taken  here  and  else- 
where, and  because,  in  solemnly  reviewing  ,as  we ' 
are  now  compelled  to  do,  the  whole  monetary 
system  of  the  country,  it  is  of  the  very  last  im- 
portance that  the  subject,  in  all  its  aspects, 
ahoold  be  fiurly  presented  to  tite  people. 
I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  briefly  to  consider 
the  qoeation,  how  fSu*  it  la  practicable  or  dat- 
able to  mbstitate  a  metalUo  eurrenoy  for  bank 
piqier,  or  even  very  materiilly  to  widen  the 
metallic  basis  of  our  present  circulation. 

I  preeome  it  will  hardly  be  diluted  thai,  by 
a  general  retom  to  the  predons  metola,  aa  flie 


[OcroBKB,  1887. 

only  medium  of  ezchan^  for  the  whde  oom- 
memal  worid,  theoperatioiis  <tf  trade  would  be 
everywhere  embarraased  and  impeded,  and  the 
value  of  money  enhanced;  or,  which  is  the 
same  thing,  the  prices  of  commodities  reduced 
in  an  incalcnlable  degree.  How  far  a  similar 
eflect  has  already  been  produced,  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  supply  from  the  Uezican  and 
South  American  mmes,  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  is  one  of  the  most  diflBcult  and  contro- 
verted questions  of  the  day.  This  is  not  a  fit 
occasion  for  stating  the  arguments  advanced 
by  the  advocates  of  different  views  of  that  sub- 
ject, bat  I  will  mention  to  the  committee,  that 
m  a  very  able  work,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred  as  having  been  recently  sent  to  me,  the 
author,  who  examines  this  point  with  perfect 
candor,  advances  the  opinion,  that  thousands 
have,  within  tlie  period  allnded  to,  been  precip- 
itated into  embarrassment  from  that  cause 
alone.*  If  it  be  true,  as  is  alleged  by  Jacobs, 
that  the  whole  stock  of  coin  in  circiUation  in 
1829,  was  less,  by  upwards  of  £60,000,00(L 
than  that  which  circulated  in  1809 ;  and  if 
any  thing  like  the  supposed  diminution  of  the 
actual  quantity  by  abrasion,  by  loss,  by  con- 
sumption in  manufactures  takes  place,  (one 
per  cent.*  a  year,)  it  beomes  a  matter  of  serious 
speculation,  what  means  shaU  be  adopted  to  ob- 
viate so  great  an  inoonvenieqce  as  a  continually 
decreasing  metallic  basis,  at  a  period  when  com- 
merce ana  its  productive  powers  ore  so  im- 
mwsely  on  the  increase.  Sir,  that  gaestion  Is 
infinitely  more  interesting  in  a  highly  pn^^resnve 
country  than  in  any  other.  In  such  acountiy,  the 
currency  must  be  regularly  enlarged,  with  the 
growth  of  its  population  and  of  its  productive 
power,  or  it  is  subjected  to  the  most  terrible  of 
all  evils,  falling  prices.  Everybody  that  has 
ever  tr»ited  of  such  subjects,  has  dwelt  upon 
the  effects  of  an  increasing  currency,  as  won- 
derfoUy  favorable  to  industry.  No  more  strik- 
ing example  of  this  truth  can  be  desired  than 
what  was  witnessed  in  tlie  16th  century,  after 
the  importation  of  gold  and  silver  from  Amer- 
ica b^n  to  produce  a  decided  efibct  upon  tiie 
distribution^  of  wealth.  It  is  admitted  on  oil 
hands,  to  have  been  tiie  period  of  the  greatest 
improvement  in  society  that  has  occurred  in  ita 
history ;  and  of  all  countries,  belt  remembered, 
England  benefited  most  by  the  general  rise  of 
prices,  because  so  large  a  portion  of  her  formers 
held  leases  for  long  terms  of  years,  and  paid 
money  rents ;  the  Increase  of  the  circulation 
operating  to  reduce  the  real  value  of  the  re- 
turns made  to  the  landlord  in  favor  of  his  ten- 
ai^  The  great  benefit  of  a  full,  and  especially 
an  increasing  circulation,  thus  consists  not  only 
in  quickening  and  facilitating  exchanges,  Otseu 
an  immense  stimulus  to  indiu^O  ^°  secnr- 
ing  to  the  Industrious  dasses  rathn:  a  larger 
Iffoportion  of  the  inonne  of  aodefy  than  they 
would  otherwise  eijoy.  Every  tibingwfaldi  ther 
buy  to  sell  again  adTaoces  in  price  while  It  u 
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in  thnr  hands,  and  thiB  nnqiusttonalde  troth  is 
of  itself  a  total  refbtation  of  all  that  is  said 
ooncemtog  the  oppressive  opention  bank 
paper  npon  the  prodnctiTe  classes,  hj  the  very 
persons  who,  in  the  same  breath,  speak  of  its 
excess  and  depreciation. 

"With  a  population,  then,  increasing  at  the 
rate  of  four  or  five  per  cent,  a  jear,  and  with 
an  accumulation  of  capital  and  productive  power 
proportionablj  greater,  I  hold  it  to  be  utterly 
absurd  to  talk  of  any  ^ing  like  a  metallic  cur- 
rency in  the  United  States.  There  Is  no  possi- 
ble means  of  procuring  it ;  and  if  by  any  means 
it  could  be  procured,  I  venture  to  affirm  that 
our  people  woold  get  rid  <^  it  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years,  thon^  all  tiie  penal  laws  of  Spidn 
against  the  exportation  of  gold  and  ^vershonld 
be  re-enacted  here— laws  which  were  passed 
wltii  no  other  effect,  even  In  tiiat  countiy,  bat 
to  ^ow  the  utter  futility  of  such  l^:i8lation.  I 
say,  sir,  that,  with  their  present  habits  of  active 
enterprise  and  strict  economy,  the  American 
people  would  export  the  precious  metals  as  fast 
aa  tney  were  imported,  beyond  any  amount  of 
them  which  mignt  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  tbey 
would  do  so,  became  gold  and  silver  would  be 
of  more  use  abroad  in  purchasing  oommoditJes, 
and  would  be  wholly  superfluous  at  home, 
where  paper  would  do  as  well.  If  yon  put 
down  "  the  lunka,"  it  would  have  no  ^ect  hut 
to  set  up  something  worse  in  their  place,  in  the 
shape  of  private  paper.  There  are  some  things 
over  which  the  most  deapotio  lawgivers  are  un- 
able to  exercise  any  control ;  and  one  of  them, 
as  all  experienoe  diows,  is  this  commerce  in 
bullion. 

Sir,  it  has  been  stud  thtU>  the  only  advantage 
of  a  paper  currency  over  the  precious  metals, 
consists  in  its  cheapness.  I  am  by  no  means,  as 
you  may  gi^er  from  what  I  have  stud,  ready  to 
admit  this ;  but  supposing  it  to  be  true,  is  that 
saving  retdly  an  unimportant  matter  t  Mr. 
GaDatin,  in  a  pamphlet  of  idgnal  ability,*  luu^ 
as  I  conceive,  mllen  into  a  grave  error  on  this 
snl^ect,  which,  it  is  so  much  the  more  import- 
ant to  rectify,  as  I  percdve  that  he  has  mided 
others  more  disposed  than  himsslf  to  turn  a 
qpeeolative  error  into  a  practical  mischief.  He 
states  the  whole  benefit  derived  from  the  use 
of  paper,  instead  of  the  precious  metals,  in  the 
tJnited  States  in  1880,  including,  under  the 
name  of  circulation,  private  deposits  in  the 
banlcB,  as  they  ought  undoubtedly  to  be,  at 
about  five  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  It  is  tme 
t^at,  according  to  principles  admitted  by  Mr, 
Gal^n,  the  progress  of  the  'country,  both  in 
wealth  and  popnlation,  in  the  last  seven  years, 
would  require  a  very  considerable  edition  to 
be  mAde  to  this  estimate,  in  order  to  \  correct 
ai^lication  of  it  to  our  aotnal  condlticm.  Bat, 
sir,  it  ^>pears  to  me  that  the  estimate  was 
nude-  on  data  altogether  erroneooa.  In  the  first 
jiao^  the  qnontity  of  oorrency,  if  it  were  me- 
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talHe,  necessary  to  the  dradation  of  this 
try,  was  prodi^ondy  nndaTated.  Farreaaona 
tut  need  not  De  stated  here,  it  to  found  that  a 
given  amount  d  metalUo  onrrenoy  does  not  eir- 
onlate  as  rapidly  as  an  equal  amonnt  of  paper, 
and,  therefore,  that  more  of  it  is,  eettru  jMimuf 
required  to  do  the  same  buriness.  Bnt,  wiUi- 
out  going  into  snob  minute  inquiry  here,  why 
should  the  United  States,  with  sixteen  millions 
of  inhabitants,  and  relatively  the  most  active 
trade,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  in  the  world, 
and  with  extraordinary  productive  power  of 
all  sOTta,  not  need,  at  the  very  least,  half  the 
circulation  in  France,  with  only  double  thdr 
population,  and  not  half  their  industry  f  The 
stress  that  ought  to  be  Itid  on  this  latter  clr- 
oumstance  may  .1>e  ilhistnited  by  comparing 
Asia  with  Europe  in  tiiis  parti<»ilar:  aonble 
the  popnlation  &  the  former,  possessing,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  accurate  researches,  osAj 
one-fifth  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  which, 
in  addition  to  paper  of  all  sorts,  is  required 
in  the  latter.  Now,  the  drcnlatitm  of  France 
was,  before  the  first  Revolatiob,  set  down 
by  Neckar  at  £88,000,000;*  and  Thiers,  in 
his  history  of  that  event,  makes  a  siiidlar 
estimate.!  Its  present  amount  ought,  in  re^v 
ence  to  the  increase  of  her  capital  and  popula* 
tion,  to  be  at  least  600,000,000  dollars  ;  and 
accordingly,  as  was  olmrved  by  one  of  my  ool- 
leagnes,  (Mr.  Tnovpsra;)  it  is  stated  at  that  on 
good  authority.!  ^*  BothsahUd,  in  Ids  exam- 
ination before  the  committee  of  the  ^nue  ot 
Commons,  in  1882,  mentions  the  paper  droid»- 
tion  of  the  Bank  of  France  as  amonnting  to 
750,000,000  francs.  According  to  this,  uien, 
we  should  require,  on  the  footing  of  popula- 
tion alone,  at  least  800,00a000  doUars.  Bo 
much  for  tiie  amount ;  now  for  the  loss  npon  it. 

Mr.  GaUatin  considers  it  only  as  so  much  io- 
terest  on  dead  capita^  and  even  the  interest  he 
puts  at  an  exceedmgly  low  rate.  Bnt  I  appre- 
hend the  difference  to  the  country  between 
having  a  vast  inert  mass  at  gold  and  rilver  as 
onrrenoy,  and  turning  it  into  prodnotiTe  ei^ital 
must  be  determined  not  in  relation  to  interest 
merely,  but  to  the  profit  of  stock  laid  ont  in 
active  indnstry,  which  is  nowhere  in  tills  coun- 
try leas  than  ten  per  cent,  and  in  the  great 
majority  of  oases,  the  new  States  and  all  in- 
cluded, nearer  double  that  amount  on  an  aver- 
age. Yon  see,  then,  sir,  what  an  enormous 
loss  a  metallic  currency  would  be  to  the  nation, 
without  taking  into  account  its  wear  and  tear. 
Look  back  at  the  half  century  tliat  has  passed 
away,  and  say  what  that  loss  would  have  been, 
on  principles  of  compound  interest,  from  the 
begiuniDg  ap  to  the  present  day.  Why,  sir,  it 
exceeds  all  powos  of  calculation,  nay,  of  imag- 
ination. Do  not  smHKiae  Ibr  a  nwment  that  so 
Important,  ao  palpome  a  tnthf  although  never 
stated  in  al}8traot  terms,  or  as  a  general  propo- 
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rition,  has  not  oocarred  to  tiie  people  of  tiie 
Uidted  States.  Thej  hare  felt  it,  without  per- 
oeiviiiK  it ;  they  have  acted  apon  it,  without 
reasoning  about  it;  they  have  perfectly  well 
comprehended '  the  oaes  of  money,  withont 
■tadying  the  principles  of  cnrrency ;  and  they 
have  preferrea  paper  as  a  circnlatLig  medium 
to  ffold  and  ulrer,  on  the  simplest  maxims  of 
prnaenoe  and  economy.  Ton  may  depend 
upon  it,  tbis  oonolnsioa  is  as  deeply  rooted  as 
it  is  Jttst  Yon  will  never  be  able  to  shake  it 
All  your  policy  will  be  <tf  no  avidl,  as  sU  legis- 
lattmi  will  be  forever  vain  which  oomet  into 
eonfliot  with  the  genins  of  a  people,  e^»edally 
in  matters  so  deep^  and  viuUy  affectJn^  their 

Cte  interest.  Tlie  barbarian  who,  in  his 
tent  ,  rage,  threw  fetters  into  the  Helles- 
pont, and  sooarged  its  foaming  billows,  did  not 
wage  a  more  insane  war  agaiost  tite  nature  of 
things. 

Bat  we  are  tdid  that  if  U  is  an  experiment 
that  has  been  proposed  to  us,  we  need  not  be 
alarmed  at  it,  because  we  are  accostomed  to 
experiments,  Imd  snocessfnl  ones ;  that  our  con- 
stitnUm  itself  is  a  mere  experiment.  Sir,  I 
deny  it  ntterlyi  and  be  that  says  so  ihowi  me 
that  be  haa  duier  not  studied  at  aU,  or  studied 
to  veryUttle  piirpoH,thB  hittmyand  geoiiis 
of  oor  iiutitntuNii.  Ilie  great  oaase  of  ^uSx 
proipwooa  results — «  canse  which  every  one  of 
^e  many  attempts  since  vainly  made  to  imitate 
tiiem  on  this  continent  or  in  Europe  only  dem- 
iHwtrates  the  more  dearly — is  predsely  the 
eontrary.  It  is  beoaose  our  fathers  made  no 
experiments,  and  had  no  experiment  to  make, 
that  thdr  work  has  stood.  .  They  were  forced, 
by  a  violation  of  their  historical  hereditary 
rights  under  the  old  common  law  of  th«r  race, 
to  diastdve  Uieir  cmmectioa  with  the  mo^er 
country.  Their  external,  their  federal  relations 
were  of  eoane  ohuged,  and  in  that  respect; 
and  in  that  reneot  only,  they  were  compelled 
to  do  their  best  in  the  novel  situation  in  which 
tb^  atood.  What  relates,  therefi^re,  merely  to 
ttie  mion  of  the  States  is  all  that  gives  the 
least  countenance  to  this  snperfidal  idea  of  an 
"  experiment "  which  has  done  so  much  to  mis- 
goide  the  qtecolations  of  some  vi«onai7  minds 
upon  these  important  matters.  Even  In  this 
respe^  however^  an  attentive  study  of  our 
history  will  show  that  strong  federal  tendencies . 
existed,  and  had,  frequently,  on  former  ooca- 
aioQs,  manifeeted  thonselves.*  Bat  the  whole 
constitution  of  society  in  the  States,  the  great 
body  and  bulk  oi  their  public  law,  with  ul  its 
maAmsandiHiiH^ile&aUthatii  repvblifian,  in 
short.  In  our  inatitntKMus  remained  after  the 
Bevtuution,  and  Tcmaim  now,  with  some  very 
mbordinate  modifioatioaB,  what  it  was  from 
the  b^^ning.  Onr  written  constitutions  do 
nothing  but  consecrate  and  fortify  the  "  phun 
rales  of  andent  liberty,"  handed  down  with 
Magna  Oharta  firom  the  earliest  history  of  our 
noe.  It  i«  not  a  piece  <^  P4>er,  tit^  it  Is  not  a 
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few  abstractions  engrossed  on  parchment,  that 
make  free  Governments.  Ko,  sir,  the  law  of 
liberty  must  be  inscribed  on  the  heart  (tf  tbc 
citizen ;  the  word,  if  I  may  use  the  expression 
without  irreverence,  most  become  flesh ;  yon 
mnst  have  a  whole  people  trained,  disciplined, 
bred,  yea,  and  bom,  as  oar  fathers  were,  to  in- 
stitutions like  oars.  Before  the  colonies  exist- 
ed, the  petition  of  right,  that  Magna  Charta  of 
a  more  enlightened  age,  bad  been  presented  in 
1628  hj  Lord  Coke  and  his  Immortal  compeers, 
Onr  foandera  broni^t  it  with  them,  and  we 
have  not  gtme  one  step  beyond  thein.  They 
brought  these  maxims  if  eivXL  liberty,  not  in 
their  libraries  bat  In  their  souls ;  not  as  philo- 
sophical pratUe — not  as  barren  generalities,  but 
as  roles  of  conduct ;  as  a  symbol  of  public  daty 
and  private  right,  to  be  adhered  to  with  reh- 
gioas  fidelity ;  and  the  very  first  pilgrim  that 
set  his  foot  upon  the  rook  of  Plymontn,  stepped 
forth  a  living  constitution  t  armed  at  all  pmnta 
to  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  liber^  to 
which  he  had  devoted  his  whole  being. 

It  only  remslns  for  me  to  advert  briefly  to 
one  or  two  additional  topics,  and  I  have  done. 
It  has  been  ai^oed  as  if  the  ourreocy  f^ven  to 
iMuk  p^>er  in  this  country  irtan  due  almost  «z- 
durively  to  the  coontenanoe  which  Qovem- 
ment  affords  it,  by  receiving  it  in  paymmt  of 
pablio  dues.  Certainly,  sir,  the  patronage  at 
Government  is  an  important  concurring  canse 
of  this  credit,  bat  it  is  not  true  that  it  is  essen- 
tial to  it  What  does  the  house  of  Botbschild 
owe  to  the  Governments  of  Europe — that  house 
to  which  all  the  Governments  on  the  continent 
are  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  their  financial 
exigencies!  And  here  let  me  call  the  attention 
of  those  who  declaim  so  vehemontiy  against  the 
agency  oi  banking  corporations,  to  the  Uxi, 
that  Uiis  mighty  bouse,  with  its  scarcely  less 
than  royal  Inilnenoe  ud  qilendor,  like  most  ot 
the  other  estabtisbments  ot  the  same  ktaid  in 
Europe,  is  no  corporation  at  all,  but  a  mere 
private  partnership ;  and  to  the  additional  fact^ 
that  this  coloaaol  fortune  has  been  amassed  in 
little  more  than  a  dngle  generation,  by  an  ob- 
scure person,  bom  in  a  corner  ol  the  Juden 
Strasse  of  Frankfort  on  the  Mdn,  and  his  four 
sons.  Bo  yon  not  see,  then,  ur,  that  the  odious 
common-places,  about  "  the  money  power," 
and  the  "political  jmwers,"  either  have  no 
meaning,  or  apply  with  all  their  force  to  every 
accamuUtion  of  capital,  and  aU  the  great  results 
of  modem  commerce  !  The  "  money  power," 
I  presume,  signifies  "the  power  of  money," 
which  is  widely  difltased  in  this  oonntry,  thanks 
to  the  protection  of  eqttal  laws,  and  whieb  will 
exist  and  continue  to  have  its  influence  so  kmg 
as  ^oae  laws  shall  protect  it  from  confiscation, 
whether  it  shall  borrow  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Government  shall  borrow  its 
credit  It  is  scarcely  necesMir  to  notice  an 
idea,  analogous  to  the  last,  wbieh  has  been  very 
much  insisted  on,  and  that  is,  that  the  com- 
merce of  New  York  has  been  built  up  by  Gov- 
ernment credits.  Why,  rir,  this  dues  q>pear 


Digitized  by 


D8SATBS  OP  00N6BE88. 


687 


OorowEB,  1887.} 


The  Snb-Treanerf  BiU, 


[a.orR. 


to  me  too  extravagant  to  need  ezpoaore.  New 
York  Las  been  bout  ap  bj  her  onqaeationable 
natural  advantages,  and  tiiere  is  no  measore  of 
thia  Government — there  is  onlj  one  event  that 
can  possibly  deprive  her  of  her  immense  com- 
meroial  ascendenoy,  the  diBBolntion  of  tiie  Union 
— ^lat,  and  nothing  bnt  that,  can  do  it.  Com- 
merce, as  I  hare  already  remarked,  leads  every- 
where to  centridization :  look  at  Liverpool — 
look  at  Havre,  the  last  is  a  hard  money  coun- 
try. Bat  on  this  head  there  is  a  very  impor- 
tant consideration,  which  has  been  urged  with 
•U  his  admirable  eloquence  by  one  of  my  col- 
leagaes  in  the  Senate,  (Mr.  Fbestoh.)  If  ^is 
eoDcentration  of  conunercial  bosinesa  in  that  dty 
be  ii^arioaa  to  the  others  now,  what  will  it  be- 
come if,  bjf  coUecUng  the  revenue  in  gtdd  and 
iilver,  and  thus  making  gold  and  diver  mere 
merchandise,  yon  add  to  the  disadvantages  of 
oratralization  all  the  difficnltaea  d  procnring 
coin ;  make  Hew  Tork  the  great  specie  mar- 
ket; and  render  tiie  whole  cbontry  tribntai? 
to  the  money  changers  of  Wall  street  f 

Sir,  a  word  more  to  the  Sonth,  and  for  the 
South.  When  your  system  of  protection  was 
still  in  all  its  vigor,  we  (I  mean  the  people  of  South 
Carolina)  sent  yon  a  protest  against  its  princi- 
j3m  ana  tendency,  which  contuned,  among 
other  objections  to  It,  one  that  deserves  to  be  re- 
peated here.  We  toLd  yon  that  we  dq>ended 
abatrfutely  npon  commerce — conunerce  on  the 
largest  scale — commerce  carried  on  as  it  has 
beui  for  the  last  half  ooitary,  with  an  OTer-in- 
creasing  production,  provoking  and  creating  an 
eTer-inoreasing  consumption,  and  permitting  as 
to  send  a  roillioa  (now  a  million  and  a  half)  of 
hales  of  cotton  into  the  market  without  any 
danger  of  a  glut  We  told  yon  the  staple  com- 
modities, especially  the  principal  one  which 
we  produced,  were  among  the  very  few  in  the 
prounction  of  which  slave  labor  can  enter  Into 
competition  with  free.  We  reminded  yon  that 
great  revolutions  in  trade  sometimes  arose  from 
apparently  slight  causes,  and  that,  however 
&r  it  might  oe  Sixm  jour  purpose,  or  even 
your  wprehenidons;  it  was  posuDle  that  yoor 
iegidimon  might  ooeadon  us  the  loss  of  our 
fordgn  market,  our  only  resource;  that  the 
result  of  that  loss  to  us  woi^d'  be  jMverty  and 
ntter  desolation ;  that  onr  people,  in  despair, 
would  emigrate  to  more  fortunate  regions,  and 
the  whole  frame  and  oonstitntion  of  our  society 
would  be  seriously  impaired  and  endangered, 
if  not  dissolved  entirely.  And  we  adjured  you 
not  to  persist  in  a  course  of  legislation  of  which 
the  benefits  to  yourselves,  even  were  they  un- 

aOBBtionable,  were  nothing  in  comparison  of 
le  danger  to  which  tliey  exposed  us — a  dan- 
ger whieti,  however  contingent  or  remote,  in- 
Tolved  our  whole  and  oonid  not  be 

oontemplated  without  well-roanded  alarm.  Sir, 
I  repeat  to  you  now — I  repeat  to  the  represent- 
aUves  of  the  whole  South  on  this  floor— the 
words  then  addressed  to  the  House  on  a  differ- 
«xt  suUect.  Let  well  alone.  Beslst  this  nn- 
called-xor  innovatuMi,  c£  which  no  one  can  fore- 


see Uie  whole  extent  nor  the  ultimate  results. 
Hark  what  jour  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
told  you  in  the  very  paper  in  wM(^  he  rereala 
the  project  on  the  table — you  prodnctf  too 
much  cotton.  Go  home,  gentlemen  of  the 
South,  and  tell  your  people  tliat  their  snooess- 
Ail  industry  is  a  vice;  that  the  fertility  of  ihtAi 
soil  is  a  curse ;  that  their  excessive  production 
occauons  disorders  in  the  State ;  and  that  the 
remedy  for  our  tronbles  is,  that  they  should 
live  on  short  commons.  Let  them  co-operate 
with  our  political  economy,  by  depriving  thon- 
selves  of  the  little  mercantile  capital  ttiey  have ; 
let  them  abolish  those  corporations  to  whicli 
pe<wle,  who  cannot  Uiemselves  do  business 
wiui  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  have*  con- 
tributed th^  means  for  the  aecwnmodadon  of 
oommeroe ;  let  than  bnt  do  this,  and  their  do- 
cility will  be  adnurable,  and  gbaU  have  our 
probation. 

Sir,  before  I  take  my  seat,  there  is  one  other 
topic  that  I  foel  it  my  duty  to  advert  to — 
I  mean  to  the  supposed  ii^urionB  effects  of 
banking  institutions  upon  the  laboring  classes 
of  society.  Although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
there  are  many  dereots  in  the  constitution,  as 
well  as  the  management  of  those  institutioos  in 
this  country,  and  should  be  most  willing  to  co- 
operate, if  oocadon  served,  in  reforming  them,  I 
have  no  hedtation  in  aequitttng  them  at  least  of 
this  oharge.  Who  that  has  ever  heard  (rftfae  re- 
lation between  oapital  and  labor,  between  wages 
and  profits,  bnt  must  see  at  once  l^t  It  b  un- 
fonnded;  and,  accordingly,  Hume  ol^ects  to 
banks  that,  by  their  iwues,  the^  ruse  wages, 
and  so  hurt  the  manufacturing  interests  m  a 
nation.  I  have  already  remarked,  that  one  ci 
the  effects  of  an  increase  in  currency  is  to  make 
a  distributioa  of  the  wealth  of  society  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  indostrious  classes  of  it — to  con- 
fiscate in  a  manner,  the  property  of  those  who 
live  on  fixed  incomes,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  produce  the  commodities  on  which  those 
incomes  are  laid  out.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  radicals  of  England— Ifr.  Atwood,  fbr  ex- 
ample—are all  streawMU  advocates  of  paper 
money,  and  even  of  inconvertible  p^>er.  The 
idea  that  the  poor  are  to  gain  by  a  return  to  a 
metallic  currency  is,  so  fhr  as  I  know,  confined 
to  their  fiiends  in  this  country,  whose  zeal  is 
certainly  greater,  than  their  knowledge. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  among  other  disadvantages 
attending  frequent  fluctuations  in  the  oorren- 
c^,  it  is  Bud  that  wages  are  the  last  thing  that 
rises  in  a  case  of  expansion.  And  that  may 
be  so  in  countries  where  the  supply  of  labor  u 
greater  tiian  the  demand ;  but  the  very  reverse 
18  most  certainly  the  fbct  here,  and  where  the 
demand,  eiqiecially  when  stimolated  by  any  ex- 
traordinary increase,  real  or  fictitious,  of  capi- 
tal, is  always  greater  than  tihe  supply.  All 
price  is  a  question  of  power,  or  relative  neoea- 
sity  between  two  parties ;  and  everybody  knows 
that,  in  a  period  of  excitement  here,  wages  rise 
immediately,  and  out  of  all  proportion  more 
than  any  thing  else,  because  the  population  of 
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the  cooDtr;  is  entirely  inadeqiiate  to  its  want^ 
During  the  last  year,  for  instance,  the  price  of 
labor  became  so  exorbitant,  that  some  of  the 
most  fertile  land  in  Bonth  Oaroliiu,  rioe  fields, 
vhich  had  been  cultivated  for  a  hao^red 
years,  were  in  danger  of  being  abandoned,  from 
the  imposdbility  of  paying  for  it  Sir,  as  a 
Sonthem  man,  I  represent  equally  rent,  capital, 
and  wages,  which  are  confoonded  in  onr  estates ; 
and  I  protest  against  lU^tempts  to  array,  vith- 
ont  cause,  without  a  color  (xf  pretext  or  plausi- 
bility, the  different  classes  m  society  ag^nst 
one  another,  as  1^  in  such  a  country  as  this, 
&ere  could  be  any  natural  hostility  or  any  real 
distinction  between  them~a  country  in  which 
all  the  rich,  with  hardly  an  exception,  have 
been  poor,  and  oil  the  poor  may  one  day  be 
ric^ — a  country  in  which  banking  institutions 
have  been  of  immense  service,  preSsely  because 
^er  have  been  most  needed  by  a  people  who 
bad  all  thdr  fortunes  to  make  by  good  obaiao- 
ter  and  industrious  habits.  Look  at  that  re- 
markable picture — remarkable  not  as  a  work 
oi  art  but  as  a  monument  of  history — which 
you  see  in  pasung  through  the  rotundo.  Two 
ont  of  five  of  that  immortal  committee  were 
mechanics,  and  such  men  I  *  In  the  name  of 
God,  sir,  why  should  any  one  study  to  pervert 
the  natural  good  sense  and  kindly  feelings  of 
this  moral  and  noble  people — to '  infuse  into 
their  minds  a  sullen  envy  towards  one  another, 
instead  of  that  generous  emulation  which  every 
thing  in  ttieir  ntootion  is  fitted  to  inspire — ^to 
breiAhe  into  them  the  spirit  of  Cbin,  muttering 
dew  cnrses  and  meditatiimF  desperate  revenge 
flgwist  his  brodier  beoaose  the  smoke  of  nu 
■aorifice  has  ascended  to  heaven  before  his  own  I 
And  do  not  they  who  treat  our  industrioos 
dasses  as  if  they  were  in  the  same  debased  and 
wretched  condition  as  the  poor  of  Europe,  in- 
suit  them  by  such  an  odious  comparison  I 
i&r,  you  do  not  know  what  poverty  is.  We 
have  no  poor  iu  this  country,  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  word  is  used  abroad.  Every  labor- 
er, even  the  most  humble,  in  the  United  States 
soon  becomes  a  capitalist,  and  even,  if  he 
choose,  a  proprietor  of  land ;  for  the  "West, 
with  ail  its  boundless  fertility,  Is  open  to  him. 
How  can  any  one  dare  to  oompare  the.  me- 
chanics of  this  land  (whose  inferiority,  in  eny 
snbstantial  pw*tionlar,  in  intelligenee,  in  virtue 
in  wealth,  to  the  other  olasseB  ot  our  socdety,  I 
have  yet  to  learn)  with  that  race  of  outcasts; 
of  whicb  so  terrino  a  picture  is  presented  by 
recent  writers— tiie  poor  of  Europe  7  a  race, 
among  no  iuconsiderwJe  portion  of  whom  fam- 
ine aud  pestilenoe  may  he  sud  to  dwell  contin- 
ually; many  of  whom  are  without  morals, 
without  education,  without  a  country,  without 
a  God  I  and  may  be  said  to  know  society  only 
by  the  terrors  of  its  penal  code,  and  to  live  in 
perpetual  war  with  it  Poor  bondmen !  mock- 
ed with  the  name  of  liberty,  that  they  may  be 
sometimes  ten^ted  to  l«eak  th«r  obaini^  in 
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order  that,  after  a  few  days  of  starvation  in 
idleness  and  disupation,  they  may  be  driven 
back  to  their  prison  house  to  t^e  them  up 
agfdn,  heavier  and  more  galling  than  before ; 
severed,  as  it  has  been  touchingly  expressed, 
from  nature,  from  the  common  air,  and  the 
light  of  the  snn;  knowing  only  by  hear«^  that 
the  fields  are  green,  that  the  birds  nng;  and 
that  there  is  a  perfume  in  fiowers.* 

When  Mr.  Leo  abb  had  included, 

Mr.  Natuhh,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  an  intro- 
ductory view  of  his  subject,  continued: 

Meeting  under  these  circumstances,  I  ask, 
had  we  not  a  right  to  expect  that  Congress 
once  more  would  resume  its  independence,  tmd 
attend  futhfoUy  and  fearlessly  to  the  business 
of  their  constituents,  and  that  the  administra- 
tion would  now  abandon  its  projects,  and  give 
over  its  attempts  to  sway  and  subjugate  and 
enslave  the  representatives  of  the  oonntiy? 
But  have  our  expectatitms  been  resized  f  "What 
have  we  been  about?  What  have  we  done? 
Let  us  see  whether  we  have  not  again  been  , 
subservient^  echoing  the  will  of  the  Execu- 
tive ?  ' 

Our  first  act  was  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment to  the  States,,  to  withhold  fti>m  them  the 
sum  of  upwards  of  nine  millions  of  dollars, 
which,  by  the  act  of  28d  June,  1836,  we  had 
contracted  to  put  in  their  possession.  By  that 
law  it  is  provided  '*  that  all  the  money  in  tbe 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  of 
January,  1887,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions of  d<^an^  should  be  deported  with  the 
States  in  propor1i<ai  tol^eir  respective  repre- 
sentation in  uie  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives  of  the  United  States."  Under  this  law 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  first  of  January,  1887,  to  re- 
serve five  millions  out  of  it  for  the  use  of  the 
Government,  and  appropriate  the  balance,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  to  the  States  as  already  men- 
tioned. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  per- 
formed this  duty,  and  found  that  there  were 
upwards  of  forty-two  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
Treasury.  He  reserved  the  five  millioDs,  and 
then  announced  to  the  different  States  of  tiie 
Union,  that  there  was  in  the  Treasoir,  sped- 
ficaUy  set  apart  for  them,  the  Bum  oi  thirlT- 
seven  millions  ctf  doUais,  to  be  pidd  to  them  in 
fenr  instalments.  The  Stateq  agreed  to  receive 
the  money.  Three  instalments  of  the  mon^ 
they  did  receive.  The  fourth  and  last  instal- 
ment of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  to  have  been  p^d  to  them  on  the  first 
of  this  month.  This  is  a  plain  unvarnished 
statement  of  the  case.  'Rins  we  see  that  on 
the  first  day  of  January  last,  there  was  in  the 
Treasury  thirty-seven  millions  of  money  speci- 
fically set  apart  by  the  law  for  the  States. 
There  it  was.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy 
counted  it  and  declared  it  to  be  there.  Nov, 
why  has  not  this  money  been  all  paid  to  the 
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States?  Was  it  because  this  House  passed  a 
bill  for  the  postpouement  of  the  last  paTment? 
ISTo,  sir,  but  because  this  administration  had 
previoudr  used  this  money  for  their  own  pur- 
poses. They,  Hartiu  Tan  Buren  and  his  ad- 
ministration, betrayed  the  trast  reposed  in  them, 
squandered  this  money — and  when  the  repre- 
Bentatives  of  the  people  assemble  here  in  spe- 
cial session,  we  are  informed  by  the  President 
and  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
money  that  was  in  the  Treasnry  for  the  States 
is  gone,  has  evaporated,  and  that  we  wiU  hare 
to  postpone  the  payment  of  one-fourth  of  it. 
Thus  we  see  that  uie  money- was  used  by  the 
administralion.  The  Preadent  and  his  policy 
have  postponed  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment Oongreas  nos  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  liie  m<mey  was  there  for  the  States  on  the 
first  of  January  last.  When  we  met  here  in 
eight  months  afterwards  it  was  not  there.  Sup- 
pose th&  bill  for  postponing  its  payment  had 
not  been  passed,  could  the  States  have  got  the 
money  I  No.  Why?  Because  the  adminis- 
tration had  previously  used  the  money  that 
was  speotficaUy  set  apart  for  ^em.  Thns  yon 
peroeive  that  the  Executive  postponed  the  pay- 
ment of  it  And,  after  doing  this,  he  Teiy 
modestly  calls  upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
do  what  he  had  proviou^  done  t  Well,  and 
wbat  did  Congress  do  ?  Why  again  they  echo 
the  will  of  the  President,  pass  a  law  postponing 
what  had  already  been  postponed,  and  declar- 
ing a  solemn  falsehood  to  the  whole  country, 
that  we,  yes,  that  we  had  withheld  from  the 
people  of  the  States  nine  millions  and  a  half  of 
money,  when  it  had  been  done  months  before 
by  the  executive  rulers  of  our  country  1 

This  is  the  first  exhibition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  this  bodyt  If  we  continue  thns  to 
comply  with  the  behests  of  power,  and  to  de> 
lude  and  betray  the  people,  I  ask.  in  the  nanie 
of  Heaven,  what  is  to  become  of  onr  comitry 
and  its  free  Inatitntions ! 

The  second  great  measure  which  the  adminis- 
tration commanded  you  to  pass,  and  which  yon 
did  pass,  was  the  bul  for  tne  mandfactnre  of 
ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes.  Yes,  ten  mil- 
lions of  paper  money — ten  millions,  not  of  hank 
rags,  but  Government  raffs— ten  millions  of  old 
oontiaental  paper — ten  millions  of  shin-plasters ! 
And  is  it  possible  that  these  are  the  fruits  of 
those  long  years  of  exciting,  convulsing,  dis- 
tracting experiments,  which  our  rulers  promised 
ua  shomd  prodnoe  such  a  safe  and  convenient 
correacy,  and  flood  the  whole  land  with  Mid  ( 
Ay,  gold,  gold,  was  the  cry ;  and  now  we  nave 
gold  with  a  vengeance  t  lite  hanner  of  oar 
rulers  haa  had  for  its  motto,  not  onr  country, 
nor  liberty,  nor  patriotinn,  nor  mdon,  nor  any 
other  ennobling  or  inspiring  sentiment ;  no,  sir, 
but  that  miserable  and  mercenary  promise  "  for 
gold,  gold,  gold."  For  years  have  our  people 
Been  mocked  and  deluded  with  the  empty 
promise  of  gold.  And  now,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  they  reach  forth  tiior  expecting 
hands  to  posBCH  it,  Uke  the  gtdd  which  U  sam 


to  rewtfd  a  barf^  with  the  Prince  of  Daik- 
ness,  it  turns  in  weir  graq>  Into  dnafc  and  aahesl 
The  Oovemment  has  been  raking  it  together 
from  all  quarters  of  the  earth.  They  hava 
wrung  it  with  an  iron  and  unrelenting  grasp- 
from  the  possession  of  the  people.  They  have 
forced  it  out  of  ctrouhttion.  It' is  money  no 
longer ;  it  is  now  merchandise.  It  is  booght 
and  sold,  as  yon  would  buy  yonr  bread  or  any 
other  necessary  or  convenience  of  life.  Tha 
people  are  forced  to  bay  it  in  order  to  pay  their 
debts  to  the  Oovemment  And  what  doei  ^ 
Government  do  with  it?  pay  it  back  to  the 
people?  No,  sir,  no^  but  magnanimously  ^voa 
it  to  the  office-holders !  The  offlce-holdm  then 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  profit  of  from  seven  to 
twelve  per  cent.  The  people  again  pay  it  to 
the  Government  fh}m  which,  as  before,  it  im- 
mediately passes  to  the  office-holders,  who  a^^ 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  large  profit  Thns  it 
moves  round  and  round  in  one  continued  and 
contracted  circle,  cursing  the  people,  and  taking 
at  every  turn  from  their  hard  eamlnn  the 
amount  of  premium  paid  for  it,  and  enriching 
the  pampered  office-holder,  Just  in  proportion  as 
it  robs  them.  In  the  mean  time  the  omce-hold- 
ers  have  got  tite  Government  ezoliudTely  to 
themsdvea.  They  have  all  the  gold  to  tbem- 
selves.  They  tell  us  that  the  Government  and 
the  people  must  he  separato  and  dlsdnot,  that 
it  was  never  intended  that  the  Govenmuuit 
should  B;nDp&thize  with  thdr  suffering  or  ex- 
tend relief  to  their  distresses.  And  liow,  sir, 
does  this  golden  Government,  with  its  immense 
professions,  pay  its  own  debts  ?  What  do  they 
give  to  the  hard-toiling  mechanic — ^the  aged, 
feeble,  and  tottering  war-worn  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  ?  And  wbat  has  the  country  for  a 
currency  ?  Why,  rags,  rags ;  not  "  bank  raga " 
alone :  no,  (for  ui^  grow  man  aearoe  vnrj 
day,)  bat  au  kinds  of  raga— «  complete  plmt 
of  patchwork,  an  nnffiinngalshed  gathwing 
together  of  rottenness  and  otHifluion.  And,  to 
crown  the  whole,  the  President  and  his  ^Ided 
partisans,  have  passed  the  bill  for  the  manofao- 
ture  of  ten  millions  more  of  rags,  with  which 
still  farther  to  curse  the  country — the  bill  ore- 
fAing  ten  millions  of  paper  mon  ey  for  the  people  I 

What  next  ?  The  next  great  measnre  that 
ve  have  recommended  to  us  is  the  last  great 
experiment  of  those  in  power,  the  "  Sub-Treas- 
ury System."'  This  project  has  not  yet  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  I  pray 
Heaven  that  it  never  may.  It  is  now  before 
us  for  consideration.  I  purpose,  in  oonclssion, 
to  make  a  few  hasty  remarks  npon  it,  I  aaL 
opposed  to  tins  measure.  Althooj^  not  yet 
approved  by  Congress,  it  is  now  in  operation. 
We  see  its  worujigs.  We  have  eaten  of  its 
fruits,  and,  for  myself^  they  are  distastoful  to 
me.  I  loathe  them.  I  am  for  cutting  down 
the  tree  that  produced  them. 

Sir,  this  scheme  proposes  to  place  in  th« 
hands  of  individuals  who  are  dependent  alosio 
on  the  will  of  the  President  for  thdr  OMitin- 
nanoe  in  offioe^  aO,  yes  all  the  eoontleatndlUoiia 
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of  the  inoiief  of  this  OoTernmeiit  for  disbnrse- 
ment  and  safe-keepiog.  These  men  are  to  re- 
oeiTO  it,  hold  it,  use  it,  when  and  as  they  please, 
with  no  eartblT'  barrier  between  it  and  the 
temptation  to  appropriate  it  to  their  own  nses, 
which  the  personal  castodj  of  such  immenBe 
treagareo  must  offer,  than  the  feeble  restraints 
of  poor,  weak,  ftUible  homra  natnre,  and  the 
fear  cf  the  eonaeqanuMB  which  might  result 
from  an  vltiniBte  detection. 

How  manj  reoelTers  and  holders  of  the  pnb- 
Uo  money,  or  in  other  wx>rds,  how  manj  *'  Bob- 
treasurers  "  there  will  be  scattered  thronghont 
the  whole  extent  of  this  wide-spread  countr  j,  no 
man  can  at  present  determioe.  InFrance,  where 
a  ^ilar  system  previula,  there  are  one  hundred 
Oionsand  I  Here  I  hare  no  doubt,  in  a  short 
time,  the  number  would  even  exceed  that 
These  men  are  to  hold  and  absolutely  possess 
^e  whole  treasures  of  the  nation.  Some  of 
them,  particularly  in  our  large  cities,  will  have 
millions  of  dollars  in  their  hands  at  a  time. 
One  uninterrupted  golden  current  will  be  con- 
tinually pouring  in  upoa  them.  What  a  temp- 
tation (even  aside  from  party  political  tnflu- 
eocei)  ia  thna  ofitoed  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
money  occaatonally  or  oontinoally,  as  need  or 
oiroamstances  may  require  ?  Sir,  the  tempta- 
tion will  be  irresistible.  Surrounded  by  needy 
or  pressing  friends  in  distress,  whose  fiuniUes 
and  fortunes  they  think  may  be  comforted  or 
r^ialred  by  a  timely  loan ;  in  the  very  midst 
of  the  exciting  whirl  of  speculation,  wiUi  For- 
tune's dazzling  visions  urging  them  on  to  use 
the  treasures  confided  to  their  keeping,  and  em- 
bark in  schemes  promising  to  result  in  the  en- 
ment  of  immense  possesuons,  and  with  a 
oertainty  that  a  teimxa'ary  use  of  even  largo 
amonnta,  cannot  be  duoOTered;  taking  into 
oon^deration  with  these  circumstances  the  fact 
tint  there  will  be  one  hundred  thousand  of  . 
these  men — I  say  they  will,  in  some  cases, 
inevitably  misappropriate  the  money.  Large 
amonnts  of  it  miut  be  lost.  The  treasures  of 
the  country  will  be  plundered.  Under  such  a 
i^etem  there  is  no  safety  for  the  public  funds. 

A  "  sub-Treasury  bill,"  it  is  gently  termed 
in  this  Honse.  Before  the  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  deluding  the  people  and  exciting 
popular  feelings  in  its  favor,  you  name  it  a 
"bill  to  divorce  the  Government  from  the 
banks.'*  But  what  is  it !  TrampUng  the  mere 
name  nndw  our  feet,  and  looking  at  it  aa  it  is, 
stripped  and  naked  In  all  its  odtous  defonni^ 
—I  ask  what  is  itf  Why,  sir,  it  is  a  bill  for 
arresting  the  flow  of  our  prosperity — ^for  sub- 
verting the  AindamentaL  principles  of  our  re- 
public— a  bill  for  laying  the  oomer-etooe  of 
despotism.  How  do  those  in  power  recommend 
It  to  us  I  What  arguments  do  they  urge  in 
favor  of  its  adoption  i  "  Oh,"  they  say,  it  is 
no  new  scheme.  It  exists  in  France ;  it  flour- 
ishes in  Pros^  and  Austria — ^it  has  grown  in- 
to full  and  vigorous  perfection  in  Bustiia.  It 
prevails  in  Turkey,  and  in  every  de^tiam  of 
the  new  and  old  world." 


[OcTouta,  1887. 

Uy  heart  shudders,  my  blood  curdles  at  their 
recommendations.  In  every  country  under 
heaven  where  such  a  system  prevails,  the  ^ople 
are  trampled  on  and  plundered  of  their  rights ; 
ground  down  to  the  very  dust  by  the  awihl 
despotism  of  their  rulers ;  bonght  and  sold  like 
cattle  with  the  earth,  perseoated  by  power, 
plnndered  by  these  very  sab-treasnrers,  "  ohda> 
ed  to  the  brutes  and  fettered  to  the  toSL"  And 
y^  tir,  this  admhiiBtratiott  and  Its  advooatea 
urge  the  example  of  these  odious  tyrannies,  as 
almost  the  only  argument  in  fovor  of  the  adop* 
tion  of  tlieir  hatef^  scheme.  They  tell  us  that 
tb^r  plan  works  very  well  in  those  conntriea. 
But  they  do  not  tell  us  tiiat  it  is  there  the 
grand  engine  of  despotlnn,  without  which  the 
people  could  not  be  kept  in  slavery  I  Yes,  the 
plan  does  work  well  in  despotisms.  It  does  the 
work  effectually.  It  works  admirably  well 
It  answers  the  very  purpose  for  which  it  was 
designed — that  of  plunderiog  and  enslaving  tiie 
people,  whilst  it  deprives  them  of  the  power  of 
resistance  1 

Where  am  I?  la  it  possible  that  here,  in 
this  mighty  capital  of  the  only  frw  repnblio  on 
earth*  with  the  deeds  of  onr  rallant  fathers  still 
gre«i  in  our  memories,  with  here  and  there 
one  of  tiieir  lingering  associates  now  gazing 
upon  our  deliberations,  and  the  thunders  of 
Yorktown  yet  ringing  in  our  ears— is  it  possi- 
ble, I  say,  under  these  clrcnmstances,  that  we 
can  calmly  listen  to  a  proposition  to  abandon 
the  settied  policy  of  onr  Oovemment  from  itn 
beginning  to  this  day,  despise  and  denoance 
the  wisdom  of  its  immortal  founder,  reject  a 
course  which  has  secured  an  unexampled  pros- 
perity to  our  countiy,  and  the  ntmost  stretch 
of  tiberty  to  onrselves — and  turn  baok  and 
affectionately  embrace — ^hog  to  our  boaoms^  as 
jewels  above  all  pric&  the  barbarous  instita- 
tions  of  the  dark  and  benighted  despotisms  of 
the  old  world  ?  Are  we  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  counsels  of  our  revolutionary  sages,  and  re- 
ceive for  onr  guide  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  au- 
tocrats and  tyrants!  Qir,  is  the  republican 
seed,  scattered  far  and  wide  by  onr  immortal 
ures,  to  be  eradicated  with  our  own  hands — 
and  are  we  to  transplant  into  our  fertile  soil 
the  sickly  shoots  of  despotism,  and  nurse,  and 
water,  and  cherish  them  into  health  and  vigor 
and  fructification  t  Heaven  fwbid.  Let  every 
man  who  wishes  well  to  onr  r^ublioan  institn> 
tions  put  the  seal  of  his  reprobation  on  thia 
scheme, 

X  have  said  that  tlda  very  "  snb-Treasniy 
syrtem  "  is  one  of  the  great  means  used  b^  the 
autocrats  of  Europe  for  perpetuating  their  ty- 
rannies. In  the  hands  <n  a  monarch  it  is  an 
engine  of  tremendous  power.  He  appoints 
every  officer.  They  are  all  absolutely  dependent 
upon  him,  and  are  appointed  to  do  his  bidding. 
Iney  are  responsible  to  him  alone.  They  are 
scattered  afl  over  the  empire.  Every  petty 
district  has  its  officer  to  receive  and  hold  the 
revenues  of  the  Government  They  have  im- 
mediate MHDmonioatitfa  irith  the  pec^^  Of 
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oontwe,  as  the  interest  of  the  officer  binds  him 
to  serve  his  soyereign,  and  as  there  is  no  one 
to  interfere  between  them,  the  money  he  re- 
ceives can  be  nsed  in  inflnencing  the  people  (or 
subjects  as  they  are  there  called)  in  any  way 
denrable.  Thus  thousands  and  tens  of  thon- 
sands  of  these  little  treasurers  are  xmng  the 
money  in  tiieir  respective  districts,  bo  as  to 
produce  the  desired  inflnence  on  the  people. 
And  yet,  ia  a  momeDt,  the  whole  treunre  can 
be  colleoted  in  one  eoocentrated  mass  at  Uie 
nod  of  the  monarch.  This  is  all  done  silently 
and  secretly.  The  evil  is  felt,  and  no  one  can 
"tdl  whence  it  comes,  De^ratism  is  upon  them, 
and  they  have  no  meant  to  break  it. 

Thiu  system  of  monarchy,  thia  engine  of  des- 
potiam,  is  the  very  one  which  the  bill  nnder 
consideration  proposes  to  introduce  into  this 
country.  It  will  make  the  power  of  the  Pres- 
ident as  snpreme  as  that  of  any  autocrat  of  Ea- 

X.  Ton  will  have  a  hundred  thousand 
a-holders  appointed  by  the  President,  hold- 
ing their  office  at  his  pleasure,  dependent  upon 
his  will  fw  ^e  very  bread  they  eat,  and  com- 
misritmed  to  do  Us  bidding.  Every  nelf^boi^ 
hood  will  have  within  its  narrow  Mnflnea  one 
of  these  "  sub-treasurers"  "  to  harass  the  people 
and  eat  ont  their  substance."  The  land  will  be 
filled  with  spies  and  informers.  All  the  public 
money,  millions  on  millions,  will  be  in  their 
hands  I  It  will  be  scattered  about  among  their 
partisans,  become  the  source  of  countless  de- 
moralizing speculations  upon  the  industry  and 
property  of  the  people,  and  must  inevitably  end 
in  concentrating  all  power  in  the  breast  of  the 
Executive.  Adopt  this  scheme,  carry  out  its 
provisions  in  all  their  ramifications,  and  there  will 
be  no  salvation  for  this  republic;  republican 
fonns  may  exist,  but  de^>otism  will  be  its  very 
life-blood,  its  pervading  q>iiit 

Thissc  iheme  will  not  only  increase  the  num- 
ber of  your  officers  four-fold,  and  thus  quadruple 
.  the  taxes  of  the  people,  hut  it  will  furnish  Gov- 
ernment with  an  irresistible  means  oi  control- 
ling the  popular  will.  These  t^oers  must  use 
the  money  to  promote  the  views  of  their  mas- 
ters. They  are  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
He  who  would  dare  refuse  to  do  their  bidding, 
would  not  only  be  instantly  dismissed,  hnt 
hunted  beyond  the  pale  of  natiimal  considera- 
tion ;  yea,  be  denationalized  and  proaeribed  by 
the  hireling  hacks  of  party  power. 

Satukdxt,  October  14. 
Florida  War. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  nnfinished  bna- 
laess  of  yesterday  morning,  which  was  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Wise's  resolution  on  the  Flor- 
ida war ;  and  the  question  being  on  Ur.  ilo- 
Eat's  motion  to  postp(Hie  the  oontideration  of 
the  resolution  to  the  1st  of  December  next — 

Hr,  Ukdbbwood  said  that,  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  debate  upon  the  resolution  under  oonsid- 
eratioB,  he  understood     pmtlwnim  firom  Ylr- 
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frinia  (Mr.  Wise)  to  say  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed,  in  a  manner  entitied  to  credit,  that 
General  Jesnp  had  entered  into  an  engagement 
with  Hopothlehohola,  stipulating  to  secure  and 

grotect  that  cb\e£  in  his  possesions,  provided 
e  would  give  his  aid  to  the  anny  of  Uie  Unit- 
ed  States,  and  assist  General  Jesnp  in  his  op- 
erations ;  Uiat  the  gallant  In^an  cbi^  relying 
upon  the  aasoranoes  of  General  Jesup,  bad  do* 
TOted  himsdf  to  onr  serrioe,  and  that,  after 
snocesB  crowned  the  operations  of  General  Je- 
snp, he  Uimed  upon  the  chief  in  violation  of 
his  engi^iement,  and  drove  him  from  his  pos- 
sessions,  I  was  forcibly  impressed  at  the  time 
with  the  impropriety  of  the  eondnot  thus  im- 
puted to  G«ieral  Jesup.  I  could  not  believe 
that  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  risen  from  the 
humblest  ranks  to  the  command  of  an  army, 
who  had  on  several  ooca^ons  displayed  a  c<Hn- 
bination  of  talents  and  brave^  which  ii^nced 
the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  a  fit  com- 
mander in  the  South,  would  so  far  debase  him- 
self as  to  decoy  an  Indian  chief  into  his  service, 
by  a  promise  of  protection,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
had  answered  his  pnrpcaes,  turn  upon  his 
ally  in  violation  of  bis  mgagement,  and  expel 
him  from  his  home.  Sudli  conduct  would  not 
only  have  been  disgraceful  to  General  Jesnp  as 
a  man,  but  it  would  tarnish  the  reputation  of 
the  country,  regarding  him  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  country.  Feeling  aa  I  did,  I  asked 
the  gentieman  from  Virginia  whether  General 
Jesup's  engagement  with  Hopothlehohola,  and 
after  conduct,  had  been  the  result  of  oiders 
emanating  from  higher  authority,  or  whether 
General  Jesnp  alone  was  re^oonsiblet  The 
gentieman's  information  did  not  enable  him  to 
answer.  I  deemed  it  proper  to  commnnicate 
the  substance  of  the  statement  made  hj  the 
gMitieman  fixun  Virpnia,  to  General  Jesnp^ 
On  the  day  before  -yesterday  I  received  his  an- 
swer, in  which  he  says ;  "  No  snch  treaty  or 
engagement  as  that  stated  -to  have  been  made 
was  ever  thought  of ;  every  engagement  made 
with  Hopothlehohola,  so  far  as  depended  upon 
me,  or  so  for  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  faitii- 
fully  tUfilled."  Thus,  sir,  a  direct  contradic- 
tion is  given  by  General  Jesnp  to  the  informs* 
tion  communicated  to  the  House.  His  letter 
evinces  a  desire  to  have  the  "  whole  subject  of 
the  war  In  Alabama  and  Florida  investi^ted." 
Instead  of  shrinking  from  it,  he  invites  it.  His 
language  is :  "  Let  persons  and  papers  be  sent 
for;  m  Investigation  be  poshed  to  the  utmost, 
I  have  nothing  to  foar." 

In  rribrenoe  to  the  snpposed  treaty  or  en- 
gagement with  Hopothlenobola,  the  Goimil 
indugnantly  rerotrics-  that,  had  it  been  madb 
"no  power  on  earth  should  have  compiled 
him  to  vl(^8te  It."  He  would  have  surrendered 
his  commission  sooner  than  have  presented 
himself  he&XK  the  world  in  the  attitude  of 
playing  the  h^ocrite  with  an  Indian  chief; 
and,  after  securing  his  oonfldenoe  and  assistance^ 
turning  npon  him  the  instruments  of  deetnus 
tion.  SnohsoitimMitssre  worthy  (tf  an  Amer- 
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kaa  geoezal ;  and  I  trust,  nr,  they  meet  with 
proper  qnopathy  In  the  bosoms  of  me  members 
<tftys  WHise. 

I  have  tbooght  it  an  ftot  of  Jostioe  to  Cteottfll 
Jesup  to  make  the  prece^ng  statement ;  and 
now  that  I  am  up,  I  shall  take  tlie  occasion  to 
807,  th^  I  trust  the  resolntioa  mil  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  fnllest  investigation  majr  be  bad 
into  all  the  operations  of  the  Florida  war. 

Hr.  Wise  vindicated  himself  from  having:,  in 
his  own  person,  made  the  chaise  at  all :  he  had 
stated  it  as  it  had  been  stated  to  him ;  he  re- 
joiced to  hear  the  langoage  of  General  Jesnp  in 
relation  to  it :  but  insisted  that  this  very  reply 
went  to  show  the  importance  of  the  investiga- 
tion he  advocated,  that  jnstice  might  be  done 
to  the  imwoent,  while  the  guilty  were  expos- 
ed. 

lb*.  TTsmBwoozt  ezoolpated  Ifr,  'Wise  from 
■U  blame  in  thejnatter,  and  expressed  ^ipro- 
bation  of  bis  coarse,  as  an  honest  discharge  <tf 
bis  dnty. 

Svh-TVeasury  Bill. 

Tbe  question  being  on  ordering  to  its  third 
reading  the  bill  from  the  Senate  imposing  addi- 
tional duties,  as  depositaries,  in  certain  cases, 
on  publio  officers- 
Mr.  Glare,  of  New  York,  s«d:  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  do  not  rise  to  disooss  the  merits  of  tbe  bill,  or 
to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  thou.  I 
should  have  preierred  that  a  motion  had  been 
made  to  pos^ioDe  its  further  oonuderation  nnttl 
the  first  day  of  the  next  sesstrai.  The  snlgeet 
matter  of  the  bill  is  one  on  which  there  is, 
among  the  fiiends  of  the  administration,  a 
difference  of  opinion,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  an 
honest  difference.  The  gentieman  from  South 
Garolina,  a  friend  of  the  administration,  in  his 
remarks  of  yesterday,  regretted  that  he  should 
be  colled  upon  at  this  time  for  final  action  on 
the  bill.  He  preferred  to  wait  until  an  oppor- 
tunity should  be  afforded  to  him  to  ascertain 
the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  these  views 
I  concur.  In  voting  for  the  present  motion,  I 
shall  do  so  for  the  same  reasons  whidi  would 
inflnmce  me  to  vote  for  a  po84ion«Qent  until 
,  the  next  sesdon,  conddenng  the  efibets  tiie 
same,  neither  of  which  determines  the  nltimate 
&te  of  the  bill.  The  voi»  I  am  about  to  give 
will  furnish  no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  or  of  my  action  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  The  snb-Treasory 
scheme,  considered  as  an  administration  meas- 
ure, is  novel.  In  1830,  it  was  pn^Kised  by  the 
whfgs  in  Oongress,  and  received  tiie  unanimous 
and  vigorous  opposition  of  the  democratic  mem- 
bers. Whether  it  is  possible  far  the  oppontion 
to  originate  a  good  measure,  X  will  not  mquire. 
They  have,  however,  been  unfortunate  in  pre- 
sentiiw  at  this  session  any  measure  good,  bed, 
or  induflsrent,  always  saving  and  exerting 
their  sovw^ni  roneay,  thdr  nnlversal  panaoea 
for  all  our  fiscal  nuwdioL  the  United  States 
Bank. 

I  repeat  that  this  measnn^  a>  a  democvatte 
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oiMj  is  new.  Public  opinion  has  not  been 
Buffidentiy  ODU^tened  to  draw  any  eoneot 
conclosion  <tf  its  ^i^orifion.  It  has  not  been, 
to  any  oon^eraUe  extraiL  the  snbjeet  of  dia- 
eussion,  either  in  the  social  drde,  or  in  the 
primary  assemblies  of  the  people.  And  the 
same  remark  is  true  as  r^ards  the  newspaper 
press.  I  doubt  whether  five  country  papers  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  previous  to  the  session 
of  Congress,  had  canvassed  this  project,  or 
given  any  opinions  tiiereon.   The  Albany  Ax- 

fas,  the  leading  democratic  journal  in  that 
tate — a  j  oumal  which  possesses  great  infi:nence 
over  tbe  comitry  press — had  not,  up  to  that 
period,  taken  ground  on  this  subject.  Under 
these  circmnstances,  it  con  hardly  be  expected 
that  resolutions  emanating  from  eoon^  con- 
ventions oonld  be  conndered  as  fbrnidiiiig  that 
evidence  of  the  popular  win  as  they  otherwise 
would.  AH  the  republican  conventions  have 
expressed  th«r  approbation  of  the  general  prin- 
<nple8  set  forth  in  the  Ifossage ;  few  of  them, 
however,  have  ^ven  any  expression  of  opinion 
as  r^ords  this  specific  measure.  No  one  is  more 
ready,  on  ail  occasions,  to  bow  with  dedferenoe  to 
the  will  of  his  constituents,  when  formed  upon 
reflection  and  deliberation,  and  fairly  and  friUy 
expressed,  than  myself;  and  it  will  ever  be  my 
pleasure  to  carry  that  will  into  execution, 
were  I  opposed  to  tiiis  bill,  (and  I  repeat  that 
I  give  no  opinion  in  regard  to  it,)  I  would,  with 
alacrity,  surrender  my  own  opinion  at  the  feet 
of  my  constituents. 

It  has  been  my  misfortune  not  to  have  en- 
joyed any  interchange  of  sentiment  with  my 
constituents,  as  have  most  of  the  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  I  wish  to  obey  tiieir  will,  and  for 
this  purpose  I  should  be  glad,  by  a  personal 
interview,  to  ascertun  that  will ;  and  when 
ascertained,  I  shall  not  fful  to  execute  it 
Mr.  0.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  as 
follows: 

Ykas. — ^Messrs  Adams,  Alexander,  Hemait  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycri^,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Brigg^  W.  B.  Gftlhoun,  John  Calboon,  W.  B.  Camp- 
beU,  John  Ounpbetl,  W.  R  Garter,  Oasey,  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Cbilds,  dark,  Ctowney,  Corwin, 
CranstOD,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushii^,  I^riington, 
Dawson,  Davieo,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Ewing,  B.  Fletcher,  Illlmore,  J.  GarUnd, 
R.  Garland,  GtKide,  J.  &abam,  W.  Graham,  Graves, 
Giennetl,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  HasUngs, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  HoRfaian,  Hopkins,  Henry 
Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnaoa,  Kitgore,  Lawler,  Lcgare, 
Lincoln,  A  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Hallory,  Xarvin,  J.  If. 
MascHi,  g.  Hason,  Uaary,  Hay,  Ifaxwell,  Uenefee, 
Ucrcer,  Hillinn,  U.  Hortifl,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Fatton,  Fearce,  Pet^,  Phil- 
Hps,  Pope,  Fotta,  Roriden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Bencher, 
Ridiardson,  Ridgiray,  Bumsey,  Rusaell,  Sawyer,  Ser^ 
geant,  A.  H.  Sheppeid,  0.  Shepard,  ^elds,  Sbley, 
Stade,  Smith,  Ehiyder,  Sont^ate,  Stanly,  Stewart, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  niompson,  lUliaghast, 
Tdtnd,  Underwood,  A  8.  White,  John  White,  R 
Whittlesey,  L.  WUlluns,  Sheirod  WiUianu,  J.  L. 
WUliams,  C.  H.  WiUfauna^  Wise,  Yoike-119. 
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Nats. — HesBTB.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atbetton, 
Beattj,  Beinie,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouli&i, 
Brodbead,  Brcotson,  Brujn,  BTnum,  Cmmbreleng,  T. 
J.  Outer,  Chaner,  Ou^nan,  OIUt,  Odbrane, 
Glerduid,  Coles,  Cminor,  Crai^  Cadunan,  Daree, 
DeGraff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Fairington,.  Fairfield,  L 
rietcber,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Qfaolaon,  Glascock, 
Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Homer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  ^ynea,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hnbley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  R.  K.  T.  Hunter,  bigluun,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jaduon,  J.  Johnson,  Jones,  J.  W.  Jonea,  Eem- 
Ue,  KlingeDsmith,  Lea^ietter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Ar- 
^Htzed  Loonus,  Karttn,  XoKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
kcOlenan,  HcClure,  HcKltn,  Miller,  tfontgomery, 
Koore,  Morgan,  Sl  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Fariier,  Pannenter,  Faynter,  Fenny- 
backer,  Fctrikin,  PidceoB,  Flamer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Bires,  Robertson,  ^fTer,  Sheplor, 
Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  litos,  Toncey^Towns, 
Titmey,  Vail,  Vanderreer,  Wagencr,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  WlBiams,  WorOdng- 
ton,  Yell— 107. 

Bo  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Hi.  Grifftn  moved  a  recon^deratioa  of  the 
Tote  hj  which  the  bill  had  been  laid  on  the 
table. 

Vr.  BoBDES  moved  to  lay  the  motion  Sar  a 
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reconsideration  on  the  table,  which  was  decided 
by — yeas  118,  nays  106. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider to  Ue  on  the  table; 

Adjournment. 

Tie  reeolntion  which  had  bew  received  from 
the  Senate,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  com- 
mittee to  wut  on  the  President  of  uie  United 
States,  and  infcmn  him  that,  onless  he  had 
other  communicatioDfl  to  make  to  Congress,  the 
two  Hooses  were  about  to  close  the  present 
session  by  an  adjonnuuent,  was  now  taken  np 
and  agreed  to,  and 

Mr.  Xhoicab  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Popk  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  Tatloe  of  New  Tork,  were 
appointed  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Thohas  having  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose  had  waited  ' 
oi!  the  Frewdent  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
ceived for  answer  to  thdr  message  to  him  tliat 
he  had  no  farther  communication  to  make, 

The  Hoose  a^onmed  until  the  first  Mondapr 
in  December  next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  f6r  the  annual  meeU 
ing  of  Congress. 
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UoNSAT,  Bee.  4, 188T. 

The  second  session  of  the  tirenfy-fifth  Ooa- 
gress  conveoed  this  day. 

On  moUtm  of  Hr.  Obuhdt,  the  nutomarr 
rMolatiMu  of  infonofttion  to  the  Fretident  and 
the  Honse  of  BepreeeDtatiTBs  were  pawed. 

HOUSE  or  BEPBESESTTATIVEa. 

Deoember  4, 1887. 

The  roll  of  the  members  ol  the  Honae  was 
oallett  over  by  States. 

On  motion  of  Itr.  Hrainnno,  a  message 
was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Beoate,  to  inform 
that  body  that  a  qnorom  of  the  Hooee  of  Bep- 
reaentatiTef  had  auemUed,  and  that  the  Honse 
waa  ready  to  proceed  to  bannesa. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  ICuhlbsbsbo,  a  committee 
of  three  was  appointed,  in  cot^onetion  with 
saoh  committee  as  might  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wtit  on  Uie  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Oongress  bad  oonrened,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  oommonioBtion  be  might 
be  lueased  to  make.  

TS  BEHTATB. 

ToxsDAT,  December  S. 

Ur.  HraBAKD  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr. 
Tallhadok  of  New  York,  took  th^  leati. 

The  following  Message  was  reo^ved  firom  tibe 
President  of  the  United  States : 
Mlcta-Citiaau  of  M«  Benatt 

and  Uouat  of  JtepraeniaHvet : 

We  liaTe  reason  to  renew  the  expreadon  of  our 
deroot  gratituda  to  the  <jliTU  or  au.  Good  for  Ui 


benign  {mtectlon.  Oar  eoimtry  pfesents,  on  erery 
^e,  the  e^denees  <rf  that  orauiaed  faror,  under 
whoee  anapices  It  liaa  gradnallj  risen  from  a  few 
feeble  and  dep^mt  Cuootea  to  a  proeperous  and 
powerM  Confederacy.  .We  are  bleased  with  do- 
mestic tranquillity,  and  all  the  elementa  of  national 
proqterity.  The  pestilience  which,  infading  for  a 
time,  some  flourishing  portions  of  the  Umtni,  inters 
rupted  the  general  inenlenee  of  nrnunal  health, 
has  b«q;^y  been  Ibwed  in  extent,  and  amsted  fat 
Jti  hm  career.  1%e  Indnstiy  and  prudenoe  of  onr 
dtizMis  are  gradnally  relicTli^  them  Irom  the  pecn* 
niary  embatnssments  under  which  portions  of  them 
hare  labored ;  jotUciona  l^ialation,  and  the  natoral 
and  bonndleas  resonroee  of  the  country,  have  af- 
fmded  wise  and  timely  aid  to  prfTate  «nterpriae; 
and  the  aotirity  alwa^  charactenatle  of  oar  pecple 
liaa  already,  in  a  great  d^ree,  resiuned  its  nnal 
and  |»oflt^e  chanMls. 

The  condition  of  our  ftndgn  relationi  has  not 
materially  dutnged  nnee  the  last  annual  meeange 
of  my  predecessor.  We  remain  at  peace  with  all 
nations ;  and  no  eflbrts  on  my  part,  otMiaiatent  irith 
the  preserratioit  <ii  our  ri^its  and  the  honor  of  the 
country,  shall  be  spared  to  mahrtain  a  poritlon  so 
consonant  to  onr  InstitntionB.  We  bare  fidlhfliUy 
snstidned  the  foreign  poOcy  widi  wbidt  the  United 
States,  under  the  gnidanoe  of  their  flnt  Prerident, 
took  th^  stand  In  the  family  of  qptiona— 4hat  cf 
regulating  tiwlr  intercourse  with  other  powers 
the  ai^iroTed  prtndpin  of  {ffirate  life ;  addng  and 
aooonUng  equal  ri^ls  and  equal  {nirik^;  rendcr- 
li^  and  demaarfing  jvstlce  la  all  oaaea;  advaiidng 
their  own,  and  diacuaaing  the  pretensions  of  otben, 
with  candor,  tfirectneas,  and  sfnoeritj ;  a[q>ealiDg  at 
all  times  to  reason,  but  ncrer  yielding  to  (one,  nor 
seeUng  to  acquire  any  thing  for  themseivet  by  its 
exercise. 

A  rigid  adheranoe  to  thb  policy  baa  left  this  Qor- 
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emment  with  Bcarcoly  &  claim  upon  its  jostioe,  for 
injuries  ariding  from  acts  committed  hj  its  authority. 
The  most  impodng  and  pcrplexii^  of  those  of  the 
United  States  apon  foreign  Qoremments,  for  ag- 
greadons  upon  onr  d&ens,  were  disposed  of  by 
mj  Tpieiefxmor.  Independently  of  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  onr  dozens  bj  restoring  to  the  mer- 
cantile community  eo  many  millions  of  which 
they  lud  been  wrongfully  divested,  s  great  service 
was  also  rendered  to  liia  country  by  the  aaUsfactor; 
adjuBtment  of  so  many  ancient  and  irritafing  «al>- 
jects  of  contention ;  and  it  reflects  no  ordinary  credit 
on  his  succcssM  administraUon  of  publio  af!^rs, 
.that  this  preat  object  was  accomplished,  without 
compromising,  on  any  occamon,  either  the  hoDor,*or 
the  peace  of  the  nation. 

With  European  powers  no  new  sal(|ects  of  diffi- 
culty have  arisen ;  and  those  which  were  under  dis- 
cussion, althoiurh  not  tenulnated,  do  not  present  a 
mora  unfavonole  aspect  for  the  nttnre  preservation 
<tf  that  good  nndeistandii^,  which  it  has  ever  been 
onr  desire  to  cultivate. 

Of  peoding  questions,  the  most  important  is  that 
which  exists  with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
in  respect  to  oar   north-eastern   boundary.  It 
is  with  unfeigned  regret,  that  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  most  look  oack  upon  the  idKutive  eflbrts 
made  by  the  EzecoUve,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
half  a  centnry,  to  determine,  what  no  nation 
cbonid  suffer  long  to  remain  In  dlqnite,  the  true 
line  which  divides  its  possessions  from  those  of 
other  poweis.   The  nature  of  the  settlements  on  the 
borders  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  nti^bor- 
ing  territory,  was  for  a  season  such,  that  this  per- 
haps was  not  indispcnaaUe  to  a  ^thful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Time  has,  however,  changed  this  state  of  things ; 
and  has  brought  about  a  Amdition  of  a&irs,  in 
which  the  true  interests  of  both  countries  impera- 
tively reqiure  that  thia  question  should  be  put  at 
rest   It  is  not  to  be  dif^ised,  that  with  full  con- 
fidence often  expressed,  in  the  de^  of  the  Britif^ 
Goveniment  to  terminate  it,  we  are  apparentiy  as 
&r  from  its  adjustment  as  we  were  at  the  time  of 
signing  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  1783.    The  sole 
result  of  long  pending  nc^tiations,  and  a  per^ 
plexing  arbitration,  appears  to  be  a  conviction, 
on  its  part,  that  a  conventional  line  must  be 
adopted,  from  the  impoasibiUty  oC  ascertaining  the 
true  one  according  to  the  description  contained 
In  that  treaty.   Without  cc^ndcUng  in  this  oiunion, 
which  is  not  thooght  to  be  well  founded,  my  prede- 
cessor gave  the  stroogeet  proof  of  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  United  States  to  terminate  satisfactorily  this 
di^mte,  by  propo^g  the  substitution  of  a  conven- 
timal  line,  if  the  consent  of  the  States  intmsted  in 
the  question  ooold  be  obtained.   To  this  proposi- 
tion, no  answer  has  yet  been  recei^.  The 
attention  of  the  British  Government  has,  however, 
been  orgentiy  invited  to  the  subject,  and  its  reply 
cannot,  I  am  c<nifident,  be  mudi  longer  delayed. 
The  general  relations  between  Great  Bnt^n  and  the 
United  States  are  of  the  most  friendly  character, 
and  I  am  well  satisfied  of  tiie  sincere  dispontion  of 
that  Government  to  maintain  them  upon  their  pres- 
ent footing.    This  disposition  has  also,  I  am  per^ 
Buaded,  become  mon  general  with  the  people  of 
ED^and  than  at  any  previous  period.    It  is  scarce- 
ly necessary  to  say  to  you,  how  cordially  it  is  re- 
^HTocated  by  the  Government  and  ^people  of  the 
Tmited  States.   The  convictioa,  wmcih  must  be 
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'  common  to  all,  of  the  Iqjnrions  conaequencea  that 
result  from  keeping  open  this  irritating  question, 
and  the  certainty  that  its  final  scttiement  cannot  be 
vmcb  longer  deferred,  will,  I  trust,  lead  to  an  cau4y 
and  satisfactory  adjustmenL  At  your  last  ses- 
sion, I  laid  before  you  the  recent  communicationa 
between  the  two  Governments,  and  between  this 
Government  and  that  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  whose 
solidtude,  concerning  a  subject  in  which  she  had 
so  deep  an  interest,  every  portion  of  the  Union  par- 
ticipates. 

The  feellogs  produced  by  a  temporary  intermp- 
tion  of  those  liumonions  relations  between  Franca 
and  the  United  States,  which  are  due  as  wdl  to  the  * 
recollections  of  former  times  as  to  a  correct  appre- 
ciation ot  existing  interests,  have  been  happily  suc- 
ceeded by  a  cordial  dif^jo^tion  cm  both  sides  to  cul- 
tivate an  active  friendship  In  their  future  inter- 
course. The  ojdnion,  undoubtedly  correct,  and 
steaifflly  entertained  by  m,  that  tlie  onnmerdal  re- 
lations at  present  eidsting  between  the  two  countries 
are  susceptible  of  great  and  redprocally  benefidal 
improvements,  is  obviously  gtuning  ground  in 
France ;  and  I  am  assured  of  the  disposition  of 
that  Government  to  favor  the  accomplishment  of 
Bueh  an  object.  This  disposition  shall  be  met  is 
lo  a  proper  sinrit  on  our  part  The  few  and  compara- 
tively unimportant  que^ons  that  remain  to  be  ad- 
justed l>etween  us,  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  settied 
with  entire  satisfaction,  and  without  difficulty. 

Between  Russia  and  the  Umted  States,  senti- 
ments of  good  will  continue  to  be  mutually  cherish- 
ed. Our  Minister  recently  accredited  to  that  Court, 
has  been  reodved  with  a  flwiluiess  and  cordldity, 
and  with  endenoee  of  reqwct  for  his  country,  whidh 
leave  ns  no  room  to  donbt  the  preaervation  m  f\i- 
ture  of  those  amicable  and  liberal  rdations  which 
have  so  long  and  so  uninterruptedly  existed  be- 
tween the  two  countries^  On  the  few  sutyects 
under  discusaon  between  us,  an  eariy  and  just 
decision  is  confldentiy  anticipated, 

A  correspondence  has  been  opened  witii  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Austria,  for  the  estaMisbinent  of  diplo- 
matic relations,  in  oonfbrmlty  with  the  wishes  of 
Congress,  as  indicated  by  an  impropriation  act  of  the 
sesdon  of  1837,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  par- 
pose,  whldi  will  be  duly  curied  into  effect 

Witii  Austria  and  Fnisua,  and  with  the  States  of  . 
the  Geiman  empire,  now  composing  with  the  latter 
the  Commercial  League,  our  pditicu  rehtions  ara  of 
the  most  friendly  (£anicter,  whilst  onr  commercial 
interconrse  Is  gndually  extenUi^  vitii  benefit  to 
all  who  are  engaged  in  it 

CSvil  war  yet  rages  In  Spun,  prodndng  intense 
suffering  to  its  own  people,  and  to  other  nations 
inconvenience  and  regret  Onr  citizens  who  have 
dainu  imon  that  emmtiy  will  be  prdndloed  for  a 
time  by  ttie  conation  of  its  Treasuiy,  tba  Inevitable 
consequence  of  long-ctmtinued  and  exhausting  internal 
wars.  The  last  instalment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 
dne  under  the  convention  with  the  Queen  of  ^win 
has  not  been  paid ;  end  sinular  failures  may  be  ex- 
pected to  biftpen,  until  a  portion  of  the  lesonrces  of 
her  kin^om  can  be  devoted  to  the  extinguishment  of 
its  foreign  debt 

Having  received  satisfaotory  evidence  tbai  discrim- 
inating tonnage  duties  were  chained  upon  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Portugal,  a  proc- 
lamation was  issued  on  the  llth  day  of  October  last, 
in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Uay  26, 18S2,  declar- 
ing tbat  fact}  and  the  doties  on  Amiga  tmnagft 
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which  vero  levied  npon  Portuguese  veseels  ia  the 
TTidted  States,  previoody  to  tbe  puuge  of  that  ae^ 
are  icc»rding)y  revived. 

The  act  of  July  4,  1836,  suspending  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  upon  the  produce  of  Portugal  imported 
into  this  country  in  Portuguese  vesaeU,  was  passed 
upon  the  application  of  that  Govemnient,  through  ita 
representative  here,  under  the  helief  that  no  ^oilar 
discrimination  existed  In  Portugal  to  the  pr^u^oe  of 
tbe  United  States  I  r^rcC  to  state  that  such  duties 
•re  now  exacted  in  that  country  upon  the  cargoes  of 
iumerican  vessels ;  and  as  the  act  referred  to  vests 
no  discretion  in  the  Executive,  it  is  for  Congress  to 
determine  upon  the  expediency  of  further  l^slation 
on  the  subject.  Against  these  discrimioaUons,  affect- 
ing the  vessels  of  this  country  and  their  caigoes, 
seasonable  remonstnuice  was  made,  and  notice  waa 
^ven  to  the  F(nrtugiieBe  Government  that  unlera 
mej  ahonld  be  (UsOontibued,  the  adoption  of  coun- 
tervailing measures  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  bMome  necessary ;  but  the  reply  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, received  at  the  Department  of  State  through 
our  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Lisbon,  in  the  month  of 
September  last,  afibrded  no  ground  of  hope  for  the 
abandonment  of  ai^ttem  co  little  in  haimony  with 
the  treatment  shown  to  the  veSMls  of  Portugal,  and 
thdr  ovgoea  in  the  porti  of  this  coontry,  and  so 
contrary  to  the  cxpoctations  we  had  a  right  to  en- 
tertun. 

With  Holland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Naples,  and  Bel- 
gium, ft  friendly  intercourse  has  been  uninterruptedly 
maintained. 

With  the  Qovemment  of  the  Ottoman  Forte  and 
its  dependendes  on  the  coast  of  the  Uediterraneao, 
peaoe  and  good  will  are  eareftilly  cultivated,  and 
have  been  fostered  by  such  good  offices  as  tbe  rel- 
ative distance  and  the  oondwon  of  those  countries 
would  permiL 

Our  commerce  with  Greece  is  carried  on  under  the 
laws  of  the  two  governments,  reciprocally  benefldal 
to  tiw  navigating  intwests  of  both;  and  I  have  Te»- 
■on  to  look  fbnrard  to  the  adoption  of  other  meas- 
ures which  will  be  more  eitcnsively  and  pennanentiy 
advantageons. 

Copies  of  the  treaties  ctmcluded  vrith  the  Govern- 
ments of  Kam  and  Unseat  are  transmitted  for  the 
information  of  Congress,  the  ratifications  having 
been  tecdved,  and  vie  treaties  made  pobUo,  nnce 
flie  doee  of  the  last  annual  sesrion.  Already  have 
we  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  prospect 
of  oonsideiable  commercial  braefit;  and  we  uve, 
besides,  recdved  from  the  Saltan  of  Muscat  prompt 
evidence  of  his  desire  to  cultivate  the  moat  friendly 
feelings,  by  lit>eral  acts  towards  one  of  our  vessels, 
bestowed  in  a  manner  so  striking  as  to  reqmre  on 
our  part  a  grateful  acknowledgment. 

Our  commwce  with  the  Istuda  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
ffieo  aUn  labors  under  heavy  rcsfarietiona,  the  contin- 
uance of  which  is  a  subject  of  regret  The  only 
effect  of  an  adherence  to  Aem  will  be  to  benefit  the 
navigation  of  other  countries,  at  the  expense  both 
ti£  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

The  independent  nations  of  this  continent  have, 
ever  sinoe  they  emerged  from  the  colonial  state, 
experienced  severe  trials  In  their  progress  to  tbe 
permanent  establishment  of  liberal  political  insdtu- 
tiona.  Their  unsettled  condition  not  only  inter- 
rupts their  own  advances  to  prosperity,  but  tias  often 
seriously  injured  the  other  powers  of  the  worid.  The 
daims  of  our  dtizens  upon  Pern,  Chili,  Bra^l,  the 
Aigeitfine  BepubUe,  the  Goremments  fbcmed  out 


of  the  Rffitublics  of  Colombia  and  Uexico,  are  still 
pending,  aUhoo|^  many  of  th^  have  been  presented 
for  examination  more  than  twenty  years.  NewGrena^ 
da,  Venezuela,  and  Ecuador,  have  reccntiy  formed  a 
convention  for  tho  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  ad- 
justing claims  npon  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  from 
which  it  ia  eamcsUy  hoped  our  citizens  will,  ere  long, 
receive  f\iU  compensation  for  the  injuries  origiqal^ 
ipflicted  upon  them,  and  for  the  delay  in  affording  it. 

An  advantageous  treaty  of  commerce  has  been 
concluded  by  vae  United  States  with  tbe  Pem-Bdi- 
vian  Confederation,  which  wants  only  the  nitificatiffli 
of  that  GovemmcnL  The  progress  of  a  subsequent 
n^tiation  for  the  setUcmeot  of  claims  upon  Peru, 
has  been  unfavorably  affected  by  the  war  between 
that  power  and  Chili,  and  the  Argentine  Republic ; 
and  tiie  same  event  is  also  likely  to  produce  delays 
in  the  settiement  of  our  demands  on  thoso  powers. 

The  aggravating  drcnmstaoccs  connected  with  our 
daims  upon  Uexico,  and  a  variety  of  events  touch- 
ing tbe  honor  iaA  integrity  of  our  Government,  led 
my  predecessor  to  make,  at  the  second  session  of 
tbe  lost  Congress,  a  special  recommendation  of  the 
course  to  be  pursued  to  obt^  a  speedy  and  final 
satigfaetion  of  the  usuries  complained  of  by  this  6ot- 
emmcnt  and  by  our  citizens.  Herecommenidedaflnal 
demand  of  redress,  with  a  contingent  authority  to 
the  Executive  Jo  make  reprisals,  if  that  demand 
should  be  mode  in  vain.  From  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  on  that  recommendation,  it  appeared  that  tlic 
opimon  of  both  branches  of  the  L^slature  coincided 
with  that  of  the  Executive,  that  any  mode  of  redress 
known  to  the  law  of  nations  might  justifiably  Iw 
used  It  was  obvfaKis,  too,  that  Congress  beUeved, 
with  the  President,  that  another  demand  should  be 
mode,  in  order  to  give  undeniable  and  satisfactory 
proof  of  our  desire  to  avoid  extremities  with  a  neigh- 
boring power ;  but  that  there  was  an  indisposition  to 
vest  a  discretionary  authority  in  the  Executive  to 
take  redress,  should  it  unfortunately  be  cither  denied 
or  unresaonably  delayed  by  the  Xexlcan  Government. 
So  soon  as  tbe  necessary  documents  were  prepored, 
after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  a  special 
messenger  was  sent  to  Mexico,  to  make  a  final  de- 
mand w  redress,  with  tiie  documents  required  by 
the  provisions  of  our  treaty.  The  demand  was  made 
on  the  20th  of  July  last  The  reply,  wMch  bears  data 
the  29th  of  tbe  same  month,  contains  assurances  of 
a  desire,  on  tiie  part  of  that  Government,  to  give  a 
prompt  and  explldt  answer  respecting  each  of  the 
complaints,  but  tiiat  the  ecamination  of  them  would 
necessarily  be  deliberate ;  that  in  this  examination, 
it  would  be  guided  by  the  prindples  of  public  law 
and  tbe  obligation  of  treaties ;  that  nothing  should 
be  left  undone  that  might  lead  to  the  most  speedy 
and  eqidtable  adjustment  of  our  demands ;  and  that 
Iti  detennhiation,  in  reroect  to  each  <»so,  should  be 
cMnmnnleated  through  uie  Mexican  Minister  here. 

Knee  that  time,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  has  been  accredited  to  this 
Government  by  l^t  of  the  Mexican  Republic.  He 
brought  with  lum  assurances  of  a  sincere  desire  that 
the  pending  differences  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments ahoiw  be  terminated  In  a  manner  satisfiutory 
to  both.  He  was  received  with  reciprocal  aasur^ 
aneea ;  and  a  hope  was  entertained  that  this  misdon 
would  lead  to  a  speedy,  satisfactory,  and  final  adjust- 
ment of  all  existing  subjects  of  complaint  A  sin- 
cere believer  In  the  wisdom  of  the  pacific  policy  by 
which  the  United  States  have  always  been  governed 
in  their  faitercoune  with  foreign  jutions;  tt  was  my 
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nrticular  dedre,  finm  the  proximity  of  Hie  Mexican 
Repabllc,  and  well-known  occurrences  on  our  fron- 
tier, to  be  instrumental  in  obviaUne  all  exisUng  diffi- 
culties with  that  Goveniment,  and  in  restoring  to  the 
biterooiuBe  between  the  two  Republics,  that  libeiBl 
and  friendly  character  by  which  they,  ^uld  always 
be  diatineuiahed.  I  regret,  therefore,  the  more 
deeply  to  uiTQ  fbnnd  in  the  leoent  commtmioatiotu 
of  mat  GoTemment  so  little  reason  to  hope  that  uy 
flltore  efforts  of  mine  for  the  accomplishment  of 
Axm  desirable  objects  would  be  euccessftiL 

Although  the  larger  number,  and  many  of  them 
aggrarated  cases  of  personal  wrongs,  hare  been  now 
for  years  before  the  Mexican  GoTemment,  and  some 
OTtbe  canses  of  national  complaint,  and  tbote  of  the 
most  oflSenBive  character,  admitted  of  immediate, 
rimple,  and  satisfactory  replies,  it  is  only  within  a 
tew  days  past  that  any  sped&c  communication  in 
answer  to  our  last  demand,  made  five  months  ago, 
has  been  received  from  the  Mexican  Minister.  By 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  herewith  pre- 
sented, and  the  aooompanytng  documents,  It  will 
be  seen,  that  for  not  <me  of  oar  pablle  comididnis  has 
•atisfkction  been  given  or  offered ;  that  but  one  of 
the  cases  of  personal  wrong  has  been  farorably 
considered,  and  that  but  four  cases  of  both  descrip- 
tions, out  of  all  those  formally  presented,  and  ear^ 
nestly  pressed,  hare  as  yet  been  decided  upon  by  the 
llexlean  Goverament 

Xot  pcrcdvlDg  in  what  manner  any  of  tibe  powers 
civen  to  the  ExecntiTe  alone  could  be  ftarthe^  use- 
rally  employed  in  bringing  this  unfortunate  contro- 
versy to  a  satisfactory  termination,  the  subject  was 
by  my  predecessor  referred  to  Congress,  as  one  call- 
ing for  its  interposition.  In  accordance  with  the 
deariy  understood  wishes  of  the  Lcgishtture,  another 
and  formal  demand  for  sadsfaction  baa  been  made 
vpon  the  Mexican  GoTemment;  wMi  what  raooen 
&B  documents  nov  oommunioated  vDl  Aow.  On  a 
careful  and  deliberate  examination  of  th^  oontenta, 
and  condderii^  the  si^t  manifested  by  the  Mexican 
Govemraent,  it  has  become  my  palnftil  duty  to  return 
the  subject,  as  it  now  stands,  to  Oongross,  to  whom 
it  belongs,  to  decide  apon  the  time,  the  mode,  and 
(be  meanira  of  redress.  Whatever  may  be  your 
deolslon,  it  shall  be  faithfully  executed,  confident  Oat 
It  will  be  diBEaeterised  that  moderatfam  and  Jus- 
tice iritldi  irill,  I  tnist,  nnder  all  clnnunatnioea^  goveni 
the  councils  of  our  country. 

The  balance  f  n  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1 SSV,  was  forty-five  millions  nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  doUara. 
The  receipts  during  the  present  year  from  all  sources, 
iBclndiDg  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued,  are  «U- 
mated  at  twenty-three  millions  fonr  btmdred  and 
ninety-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-one  dol- 
lars, constituting  an  aggn^te  of  sixty-nine  millions 
four  hundred  and  sixty-el^t  thonsand  five  hundred 
and  four  dollora.  Of  this  amount,  alxrat  thirty-five  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  eighty-one  titoosand  three  hun- 
dred andux^-one  dollars  will  have  been  e^>ended  at 
the  end  of  the  year  on  tqipropriationa  made  by  Con- 
gress ;  and  the  residue,  amounting  to  thirty-four  mil- 
Dons  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  throe  dollars,  will  be  the  noodnal  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  Janoary  next. 
Bnt  of  that  sum,  only  one  million  eighty-five  thonsand 
fiiur  hondred  and  nlnety-^ht  dolluB  hi  ctHuidered  as 
immediately  available  for,  and  applicable  to,  public 
parpoae&  niose  portions  of  it  wudi  will  be  for  Bome 
time  unavailable,  consist  chiefly  of  nun  deposited 
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wtth  the  States,  and  due  from  the  former  deporit  b&nlct. 
The  details  upon  this  subject  will  be  found  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
amount  of  Treasury  notes,  which  It  will  be  necessary 
to  Issue  during  the  year  on  acoonnt  of  those  l^da 
being  nnavaUable,  will,  it  is  supposed,  not  exceed 
four  and  a  half  millions.  It  seemed  proper,  in  the 
condition  of  the  country,  to  have  the  estimates  on  all 
snl^eoli  made  as  low  as  practicaUe,  witboot  pr^a- 
dice  to  any  great  public  measures.  The  Depart- 
ments  were,  therefore,  denred  to  prepare  their  esti- 
mates accordingly;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  they 
have  been  able  to  graduate  them  on  so  economical  a ' 
scale.  In  the  great  and  often  mtexpeeted  floctoatitRis 
to  whidi  the  revenoe  la  sotgeoted,  it  is  not  poariUe 
to  compute  Itie  receipts  beforehand  with  gnat  cer- 
tainty ;  bnt  should  they  not  differ  essentially  from  pres- 
ent antidpations,  and  should  the  appropriations  not 
much  exceed  the  estimates,  no  diffleolty  seems  likelr 
to  happen  in  defraying  the  oiuTCBt  expenses  irln 
promptitude  and  fidelity. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  embarrassments  which 
have  rscentiy  occutred  in  owmkereial  afiaiis,  and 
the  liberal  indulgence  wfaidi,  In  consequence  of  those 
embarrassments,  has  been  extended  to  both  the  mer- 
chants and  the  banks,  it  Is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
anticipate  that  the  Treasury  notes,  whidi  have  been 
issued  during  the  present  year,  will  be  redeemed^ 
and  that  ttie  resources  of  the  Treasury,  without  any 
resort  to  loans  or  increased  taxes,  wiU  ptxnt  am{de 
for  defraying  all  cbargea  Imposed  on  it  dming  1888. 

The  Report  of  tiis  Secretary  of  the  1Veanu7iriIl 
afford  you  a  more  minnte  exposition  of  all  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  finances 
during  the  current  year ;  a  period  which,  for  the 
amount  of  public  moneys  disbureed  and  deported 
with  the  States  as  well  as  the  financial  difBcnltleB 
encountered  and  overcome,  has  fbw  parallels  in  onr 
history.  Tour  attention  wis,  at  the  last  searion, 
invited  to  the  necessty  of  addltioDsl  leridative  pio- 
visions  in  respect  to  the  collection,  safeStee^t^,  and 
transfer  of  the  public  money.  No  law  having  been 
then  matured,  and  not  underatanding  tiie  prooeedings 
of  Congress  as  intended  to  be  find,  it  beoMnes  my 
dirty  to  sgain  Mng  the  sotjeet  to  jam  notice. 

On  that  oocsslon,  tiuree  modes  of  perftcmtng  tUs 
Immch  of  the  pnUio  service  wore  presented  for  con- 
sideration. These  were ;  the  creation  of  a  n>tk>aal 
bank ;  the  revive,  witii  modifications,  of  the  deposit 
system  estaUisbed  by  the  act  of  the  2&d  of  June, 
1686,  permitting  the  use  of  the  puMic  moneys  by  the 
banks,  and  the  mscontinuanoe  of  the  use  of  miai  in- 
stitutions for  the  purposes  referred  to,  with  suitable 
provisions  for  their  seoompHahment  through  the 
agency  of  public  officers.  Conridering  the  opinions 
of  both  Houses  of  Oongrees  on  the  two  first  propor- 
tions oa  expressed  in  tiie  native,  in  whicb  I  entirely 
concur,  It  Is  unnecessary  for  me  again  to  recnr  to 
them.  In  respect  to  the  last,  you  have  had  an  op- 
portunity since  your  adjonmment,  not  only  to  tegt 
still  further  the  expediency  of  the  measnre,  by  tiie 
oontinned  practical  operation  of  sndi  parts  of  It  as 
are  now  In  force,  but  also  to  discover — what  dionld 
ever  be  sou^t  for  and  regarded  with  the  utmost 
deference — the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people. 
The  national  vrill  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  Republic, 
and,  on  all  sntjects  witUn  the  limits  of  bis  constitn- 
tional  powers,  ihonld  be  Utidblly  obeyed  the 
pDbOo  servant  Snce  the  measnre  in  question  was 
submitted  to  your  oonddetaticsi,  most  of  you  have 
ei^}oyed  the  advantage  of  penonal  oommomcatton 
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with  your  coDstitaenta.  For  one  State  onlj  has  an 
Section  been  held  for  the  Federal  GovenimeDt;  but 
the  eariy  day  at  which  it  took  place,  dejHives  the 
measare  un^  oonrideratkm  of  much  of  the  support 
it  ml^t  otherwise  have  derived  fitna  Ibe  resoU. 
Local  dectioDB  for  Btate  oiBcers  have,  however, 
hem  lield  in  several  of  the  States,  at  which  the  expe- 
dieney  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  ExecuUve  has 
been  more  or  less  discussed.  Tou  will,  I  am  txm- 
fldent,  yield  to  their  results  the  respect  due  to  every 
expression  of  the  public  voice.  Deriring,  however, 
to  arrive  at  truth  and  a  just  view  of  the  subject  in  all 
its  bearings,  you  will  at  the  same  time  remember, 
that  qoe^ons  of  far  deeper  and  more  immediate 
local  interest,  than  the  fiscal  plans  of  the  National 
Treasury,  were  involved  in  those  elecUons.  Above 
all,  we  cannot  overloolc  the  striking  &ct,  that  there 
were  at  the  time  in  those  States  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  millions  of  bank  capital,  of  which 
large  p<Mtions  were  sntgect  to  actual  foHeitore — 
other  lai^  portions  upheM  only  by  special  and  limited 
legldative  indoigences — and  most  of  it,  if  not  all,  to 
A  greater  or  lesa  extent,  dependent  for  a  continuance 
.of  its  corporate  existenoe  upon  the  will  of  the  State 
L^islatnres  to  be  then  chosen.  Apprised  of  this 
drcumstaiiee,  yon  will  judge  whether  it  is  not  most 
probable  that  tiie  peculiar  condition  td  that  vast  In- 
terest In  these  respects,  the  extent  to  which  ft  has 
been  s{»ead  through  all  tiie  ramifications  of  society, 
Its  direct  connection  with  the  then  pending  eleeticms, 
and  the  ibelings  it  was  calculated  to  inAue  into  the 
canvass,  have  exercised  a  far  greater  infiuence  over 
tiie  result,  than  any  which  cotud  poedbly  have  been 
produced  by  a  confiict  of  oinmon  in  respect  to  a 
question  in  the  administration  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, more  remote  and  ftr  less  important  in  its 
bearings  upon  that  interest. 

I  have  found  no  reason  to  change  my  own  ojunion 
as  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  system  pro- 
posed, beb^  perfectly  satisfied  uat  there  will  be 
neither  s^biUty  nor  safety,  ^tlter  in  the  fiscal  afiUrs 
of  tiie  Ooremment,  or  in  the  pecuniary  transactions 
of  individiiiliand  corpwations,  so  Iook  asaoonneo- 
tion  exists  between  tiiem,  whi(^  like  tne  past,  offers 
such  Btroiw  inducements  to  make  tiiem  tiui  subjects 
of  pcditical  agitation.  Indeed,  I  am  more  than  ever 
convinced  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  free  and  un- 
blessed exerdse  of  political  opinion — the  only  sure 
foundation  and  safegnard  <d  r^oblicait  Gov«mment 
— woald  be  exposed  any  flirther  increaie  of  the 
already  overgrown  infiuence  of  corporate  authorities. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  eowdatently  with  my  views  0( 
doty,  ad^se  a  renewal  of  aoonuectionirtddidrcnm- 
stsnces  have  dissolved. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  State  banks  for 
fiscal  purposes  ought  not  to  Im  regarded  as  a  meas- 
ure of  hostility  toward  those  institutions,  Banks, 
properiy  established  and  ctmducted,  are  hi^^y  use- 
Aii  to  the  biutfnesB  of  tin  oountiy,  and  will  dtnditteas 
oMitinne  to  exist  fai  the  States,  so  long  as  tbey 
fbnn  to  their  laws,  and  are  found  to  be  safe  and 
beneficial.  How  they  should  l>e  created,  what  {sivi- 
leges  they  should  eqjoy,  under  vrtiat  reponsibilittes 
they  should  act,  and  to  what  restrictions  they  diould 
be  subject,  are  questions  which,  as  I  observed  on  a 
nevions  oocaeion,  beknig  to  the  States  to  ^dde. 
Upon  their  rights,  or  the  exercise  of  them,  the  Gen- 
eiw  Government  can  have  no  motive  to  encroadL  Its 
duty  toward  them  is  well  performed,  when  it  refn^os 
from  l«;idaliiig  for  Oalr  apedil  benefit,  becanse 
ndi  Ui^tttioa  voold  liohte  tht  the  ood- 
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stitution,  snd  be  unjust  to  other  interests ;  when  it 
takes  no  steps  to  impair  their  usefulness,  but  so 
manages  its  own  aflairs  as  to  make  it  the  interest  of 
those  institatioiis  to  strengthen  and  improve  tbdr 
oondition  for  the  security  and  wdfsre  of  the  com- 
munity at  large.  They  have  no  ri^t  to  insist  on 
a  connectiott  witii  the  Federal  Govenunent,  dot  on 
tiie  use  of  the  pubUc  money  for  tiietr  own  benefit. 
The  object  of  the  measure  under  coouderation  is,  to 
avoid  for  the  future  a  compuUory  connection  of  this 
kind.  It  [ffopoees  to  place  the  General  Government, 
in  regard  to  the  essential  points  of  the  collection, 
■•£»4eqrii«,  and  transfer  of  the  public  money,  in  s 
dtuation  which  shall  relieve  it  from  all  dependenee 
on  the  will  of  irreq>on«ble  individuals  or  corpo- 
rations'; to  withdraw  those  moneys  from  the  uses  of 
private  trade,  and  confide  them  to  agents  constitu- 
tionally ejected  and  controlled  by  law ;  to  abstain 
from  improper  Interference  with  the  industry  of  the 
pe(^Ie,  and  withhold  ioduoranents  to  improvident 
dealings  on  the  part  of  individuals ;  to  give  stability 
to  the  concerns  of  the  Treasury :  to  preserve  tl^ 
measures  of  the  Government  from  the  unavoidable 
reproaches  that  fiow  firom  such  a  connection,  and  the 
iNmks  themselves  from  the.injnrious  cficcts  of  a  Eu'p- 
poeed  participation  in  the  political  conflicts  of  the 
day,  mm  wmcb  tbey  will  otiierwise  find  it  difficult 
toesct^ 

These  are  my  views  upon  this  Important  solrieot ; 
fmmed  aiter  careful  reflection,  and  with  no  dedre 
but  t(f  arrive  at  what  is  most  likely  to  promote  the 
public  interest.  Tbej  are  now,  as  they  were  before? 
submitted  with  unfeigned  deference  for  the  opinions 
of  others.  It  was  luirdly  to  be  hoped  that  cnanges 
so  important,  on  a  aulyect  so  interesting,  could  be 
made  without  producing  s  serious  diversity  of  opin- 
ion ;  but  so  long  as  tMae  conflicting  views  are  kept 
above  the  influence  of  individual  or  local  interests; 
BO  long  as  they  pursue  only  the  general  good,  and 
are  discussed  with  moderation  and  candor,  such  s 
diversity  is  a  l>enefit,  not  an  injury.  If  a  majority 
of  Ckmgrees  see  the  public  wdfare  in  a  different 
light;  and  more  eepeic&lly  if  they  should  be  satiafled 
that  die  measure  proposed  would  not  be  acceptable 
to  tiie  people ;  I  wall  loc^  to  thdr  wisdom  to  sab- 
stitato  Bucb  as  nuy  be  more  conducive  to  the  one, 
and  more  satisfactoiy  to  the  other.  In  any  event, 
they  may  confidentiy  rely  on  my  hearty  co-operatiw 
to  the  fullest  extent,  wUch  my  views  of  the  consti- 
totiott  and  my  sense  of  duty  will  permit. 

It  is  obviously  important  to  this  branch  nt  the 
public  service,  and  to  the  business  and  quiet  <^  the 
country,  Ih^  tiie  whole  subject  should  in  some  way 
be  settied  and  rc^nlated  by  law ;  and,  if  possiUe,  at 
your  present  session.  Be«des  the  plans  alMve  refer- 
red to,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  baa  been  suggest- 
ed, except  that  of  keeping  tJie  publio  muiey  In  the 
State  banks  in  medal  deport.  This  plan  is,  to  some 
extent,  in  aooordauce  iritli  the  pracwM  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  the  nesent  arrangement  of  the 
Treasury  Department ;  iriiich,  except,  pcriiaps,  during 
the  operation  of  the  late  deposit  act,  bss  always  been 
allowed,  even  during  the  existence  of  a  National 
Bank,  to  make  a  temporary  use  of  the  State  books, 
in  particular  place^  for  the  safe-keeping  of  portions 
of  the  revenue.  This  discretionary  power  mi^  be 
continued,  if  Congress  deem  It  desirable,  whatever 
general  system  be  adopted.  So  long  as  the  connec- 
tion is  voluntary,  we  need  perhaps  anticipate  few 
<tf  those  difficulties,  and  litUe  of  that  dependence, 
on  the  banks,  iriiich  must  attend  every  such  connec- 
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tion  irben  eompulaory  !n  its  nature,  and  when  ao 
ammged  as  to  make  the  bankfl  a  fixed  part  of  ihe 
machinery  of  GoTemmeQt.  It  is  tmdonbtedlj  in 
the  power  of  Congrese,  ao  to  r^pilate  and  guard  it 
aa  to  prevent  the  publio  money  from  being  a{^ed 
to  toe  lue,  OF  Inteiminffled  wiUt  the  afliBra,  of  indi- 
Tldaala.  Tlnifl  arraiuea,  ahhoogfa  it  wonld  not  gire 
to  the  Ooromment  wat  en  tiro  control  orer  its  own 
fluids  which  I  dedre  to  eecare  to  tt  by  the  pUn  I 
liave  proposed,  It  woald,  it  must  be  admitted,  in  a 
great  d^ree,  accomplish  one-  of  the  otijects  which 
DOS  recommended  that  plan  to  my  ja^maat — the 
sepamticm  the  flwal  oodooiib  of  lae  GoreiomeDt 
fiom  duMe  of  IndiTidnals  or  oorporatioiis.  With 
these  obserredona,  I  reoommCDd  the  whole  matter  to 
yonrdlspaaalonate reflection;  confidently hophig that 
some  oonda^on  may  be  reached  by  year  delibera- 
tions, which,  on  the  one  hand,  shall  gire  safety  and 
stability  to  the  fiscal  meratiMis  of  the  OoTemment, 
and  be  oonsisteDt  on  the  other,  with  the  geidtia  of 
our  insUtotfooa,  and  with  the  intcmsta  and  wiabes  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  oonsHtnents. 

It  was  my  hope  that  nothing  would  occur  to  make 
neafseaxy,  on  uila  occadon,  any  allasion  to  the  late 
National  Bonk.  There  are  drcumstances,  however, 
connected  with  the  present  state  of  its  affiurs,  that 
bear  ao  directly  on  the  cliaracter  of  the  GoTcmment 
and  the  welfare  of  tiie  dtizen,  that  I  should  not  feel 
myself  excused  in  neglecting  to  notioa  them.  The 
dnrter  whidi  terminated  Its  hanking  privUegea,  on 
the  fourth  of  March,  1886,  continued  its  corporate 
powers  two  years  more,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  doe- 
tng  ibi  affiurs,  with  authority  "  to  use  the  corpo- 
rato  name,  style,  and  o^ndty,  for  the  purpose  of  suite 
for  a  final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  aflhira 
and  acts  of  the  corporation,  uid  fat  ttie  sale  and  dia- 
potdtion  of  tbdr  esti^,  red,  personal,  and  mixed,  bat 
for  no  other  purpose  or  in  any  other  manner  whatao- 
•ver."  Just  before  the  banking  privileges  ceased,  its 
effects  were  transferred  by  the  l>ank  to  a  new  State 
institution  then  recently  incorporated,  in  trust,  for  the 
disdiarge  of  its  debts,  uid  the  settlement  of  its  affiurs. 
Wth  uis  trustee,  by  anlfaori^  (tf  Ooureas,  an  ad- 
justment was  sabaeqoently  made  of  the  large  Intereat 
which  the  Govwnment  bul  in  the  stodc  of  the  in- 
stitution. The  manner  in  wliidi  a  trust  unexpect- 
edly created  upon  the  act  granting  the  chuter, 
and  involving  such  great  public  Interests,  has  been 
executed,  would,  noder  any  circumstances,  be  a  fit 
subject  of  inquii7 ;  but  mndi  more  does  it  deserve 
your  attention,  when  it  embraces  the  redemption  of 
oldigations  to  wUdi  the  authority  and  oedit  of  the 
United  States  have  given  value.  TtM  two  yean  al- 
lowed are  now  nearly  at  an  end.  It  is  well  understood 
that  the  trustee  has  not  redeemed  and  canceled  the 
outstanding  notes  of  tiie  bank,  but  has  reissued,  and 
Is  actually  reissuing,  rince  the  third  of  March,  1886, 
the  notes  which  bare  been  received  by  it  to  a 
amotmL  Accordii^  to  its  own  offldal  statement,  so 
late  as  the  first  of  October  last,  nineteen  montfis  after 
(he  banking  privileges  given  by  tiie  charter  had  expir- 
ed, it  liad  under  its  control  uncancelled  notes  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
seven  millions  five  hundred  and  Attr-orm  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  dolUrs.  of  which  six  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  serenQ'-flTe  toooaand  e%ht  hun- 
dred and  rixty-on«  dollars  were  in  actual  eireulation, 
one  million  four  hundred  and  rizty-elght  thousand  siz 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  at  Sate  honk  agen- 
des,  and  three  ndUums  two  tiuMsandtiiree  hundred  said 
ninety  doQata  intrcmtiiu;  thus  riKming  that  upwards 


of  tenmilllonsandahalf  of  the  notesof  theoldlunk 
were  then  still  kept  outstan^ng.  The  impropriety  of 
this  prooedure  la  obvious :  It  being  the  duty  of  the 
trustee  to  cancel  and  not  to  put  fotui  the  notes  of  an 
institution,  whose  concerns  it  had  undertaken  to 
wind  up.  If  the  b^istee  has  a  ririit  to  rdssne  these 
notes  now,  I  can  see  no  reasnt  ny  H  may  not  "con- 
tinue to  do  BO  after  the  ex[^ti<m  of  the  two  years. 
As  no  one  could  have  anticipated  a  course  so  extra- 
ordinary, the  prohibitory  dause  of  the  charter  above 
quoted  was  not  aooompuiled  by  any  penalty  or  other 
qtecial  provision  for  enfordng  it  ^  nor  have  we  any 
seDetil  law  Ibr  the  prereiition  of  rimilar  acts  In 
fhtnre. 

But  it  is  not  In  this  view  of  the  subject  alone  that 
your  inteipodtion  is  required.  The  United  States,  In 
settling  with  the  trustee  for  their  stock,  liave  with- 
drawn their  fimds  from  their  former  direct  liability  to 
the  creditors  of  the  old  bank,  yet  notes  of  the  insti- 
totitm  continue  to  be  sent  forth  In  its  name,  and  ap- 
parently upon  the  anthori^  of  the  United  States. 
The  transactions  connected  with  the  employmmt  of 
the  bills  of  the  old  bank  are  of  vast  extent ;  and 
shoald  they  result  unfortunately,  the  interest  of  in- 
dividuals may  be  deeidy  compromised.  Without 
undertaking  to  decide  now  far,  or  In  wliat  form,  if 
any,  the  trustee  could  be  made  liaijle  for  notes  wtUdt 
contain  no  obligation  on  its  part ;  or  the  old  bank, 
fix  soch  as  are  put  in  droulatioo  after  the  explratiat 
of  its  eharter,  and  without  Its  authority ;  or  the  Gov- 
ernment for  hidemnity,  in  case  of  loss,  the  question 
still  presses  itaelf  upon  your  consideration,  whether 
it  is  consistent  with  duty  and  good'Wth  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  to  witness  this  prooeeding  with- 
out a  single  eflbrt  to  arrest  it 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  the  General 
Land  Office,  which  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  irill  show  how  the  tStxn 
of  that  office  have  been  oonducted  for  the  past  year. 
The  disposition  of  the  public  lands  is  one  of  the  most 
important  tmsts  confided  to  Congress,  The  practi- 
oaUlity  of  retaining  the  title  and  control  such  ex- 
tauive  domains  in  the  General  Gorermnflnt,  and  at 
the  same  time  admitting  the  Tenituies  embracing 
them  into  the  Federal  Union  as  co-equals  with  the 
original  States,  was  seriously  doubted  by  many  of 
our  wisest  statesmen.  All  feared  that  tiiey  would 
become  a  source  of  discord,  and  many  carried  their 
apprehenstona  bo  far  as  to  see  in  them  the  seeds  of  a 
future  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy.  But  hai^ily 
our  experience  has  already  been  soffident  to  quiet,  in 
a  great  di^gne,  aU  such  M^irdiauions.  Tlw  posi- 
tion, at  one  time  assnmect— that  the  admlsrion  of 
new  States  into  tlie  Union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  incompatiUe  with  a  right  of 
soil  in  the  United  States,  and  operated  as  a  surrender 
thereof,  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  compacts 
by  wliidi  thor  admission  iTas  detdgned  to  l>e  regu- 
latad— has  been  wisdy  abancloned.  Whether  in  3m 
new  or  the  old  States,  all  now  agree  that  the  right 
of  soil  to  the  public  lauds  remams  in  the  Federal 
Government,  and  that  these  landa  omutitate  a  com- 
mon property,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  common 
l>eneflt  of  all  the  States,  old  and  new.  Acquiescence 
in  titiis  just  principle  by  the  people  of  the  new  States 
has  naturally  promoted  a  di^MCdtion  to  adopt  the 
most  liberal  policy  in  the  sale  of  the  publio  landa 
A«poliey  which  should  be  limited  to  Qie  mere  object 
of  selling  the  lands  for  the  greatest  poenble  sum  of 
mon^,  without  regard  to  hi^er  oonriderations,  fbids 
bub  £nr  advocitas.  On  the  eontnry,  it  Is  genataUy 
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conceded,  tiiat  whilst  the  mode  of  dispoeitioQ  adopted 
the  GoTeratnent,  should  11IWB7S  be  a  pradent  one, 
jet  iti  leading  otyect  ou^t  to  be  the  early  settle- 
ment and  cnmneoD  tut  ne  lands  sold ;  and  that  it 
dundd  discountenance,  If  It  cannot  prevent,  the  ac- 
cumulation  of  la^  tract*  in  the  same  hands,  which 
must  Dcceflsarily  retard  the  growth  of  the  New  States, 
or  entail  upon  them  a  dependent  tenantry,  and  its 
ftttendant  evila. 

A  question  embracing  such  important  interests, 
and  so  wen  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  every  quarter  of  the  r»ion,  has  Teiy  nat- 
urally given  rifle  to  numerous  plans  for  tike  improve- 
ment 5  the  elating  system.  The  distinctive  fea^ 
tares  of  the  poUcy  ttut  has  hitherto  {nerailed,  are,  to 
dispose  of  the  public  lands  at  moderate  prioes,  ^oa 
enabling  a  grei^  number  to  enter  into  competition 
for  their  pordiase,  and  accomplishing  a  double  object 
ol  promoting  their  rapid  settlement  by  the  pur- 
duMTB,  and  at  the  same  time  increaring  the  receipts 
of  tile  Treaaury ;  to  sell  for  cadi,  tiiereby  preventmg 
the  disturbing  influence  of  a  large  mass  of  private 
dtixens  indebted  to  the  Government,  which  they 
have  a  voice  in  controlling;  to  tmng  them  into 
maricet  no  faster  than  good  isiids  are  sapposed  to  be 
wanted  for  improvements,  therely  i»eventing  the  ac- 
cumulation of  large  tracta  in  »w  hands;  and  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  aalea  to  the  general  pur- 
pmea  of  the  Government;  tbns  diminishing  the 
araonnt  to  tie  raised  from  the  people  of  the  States  by 
tazadon,  and  nving  each  State  its  portion  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derved  from  this  common  fund  in  a 
manner  the  most  quiet,  and  at  ^e  same  time,  per- 
hapa,  the  most  equitable,  that  can  be  devised.  These 
provisions,  with  occamonal  enactments  in  liefaalf  of 
Bpedal  Interests  deemed  entitled  to  the  ftvor  the 
GoTemment,  have,  in  tbeirexecation,|»odnoed  resalts 
as  beneficial  upon  the  whole  as  •could  reasonably  be 
expected  in  a  matter  so  vast,  so  complicated,  and  so 
exdtine.  Upwards  of  seventy  millions  of  acres  have 
beensMd,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  believed  to 
have  been  punfiasedfw  actual  settlement.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  new  States  and- Territories  omted 
out  of  tiie  potdio  domdn,  Increased  between  1800 
and  1880  from  leas  than  rixty  thousand  to  upwards 
of  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand  souls,  consti- 
tuting, at  the  latter  period,  about  ooe-fifth  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States.  The  increase 
since  cannot  be  accarately  known,  tmt  the  whole 
may  now  be  safely  estimated  at  over  three  and  a  half 
millions  of  souls ;  composng  nine  States,  the  npn- 
sentatives  of  which  constitute  above  one-third  « the 
Senate  and  over  one-^th  of  tiie  Honse  of  Rqwesent- 
atives  of  tiie  United  States. 

Thus  has  been  formed  a  Imdy  of  free  and  independ- 
ent landholders,  with  a  rapimty  unequalled  in  tlie 
history  of  mankind ;  and  this  great  result  has  been 
produced  witiiout  leaving  any  thing  for  future  acQust- 
ment  tKtween  the  Government  and  Its  dtisens.  The 
system  under  irtddt  so  mudi  has  been  acoompHshed 
cannot  be  intrinrically  t>ad,  and  with  occasional  mod- 
ifications, to  correct  abuses  and  adapt  it  to  changes 
of  circmnstanccfl,  may,  I  thinic,  be  safely  trusted  for 
the  future.  There  is,  In  the  management  of  such 
extensive  interests,  much  virtue  in  staUU^,  and  al- 
thoogh  great  and  obvioos  Improvemenls  sbonld  not 
be  declined,  diangee  ahonld  never  be  made  wltboot 
the  fliDeet  examination,  and  the  dearest  demonstsa- 
tioo  of  thdr  practical  utility.  In  tiie  history  of  the 
past,  we  have  an  asssnranca  that  this  safe  rule  of 
action  will  not  be  departed  Aom  In  ralstioo  to  the 


publie  lands ;  nor  is  it  believed  that  any  neoessity 
exists  for  interfering  with  the  fundament^  prindples 
of  the  system,  or  that  the  pi^c  mind,  even  in  the 
new  States,  is  desirous  of  any  radical  altentiona. 
On  the  contrary,  the  general  dispotition  ^^rears  to 
be,  to  moke  such  modifications  and  additims  only  as 
will  the  more  eiEectually  carry  out  tiie  original  policy 
of  filling  our  new  States  and  Territories  whh  an  in-' 
dustrious  and  independent  popuhtion. 

The  modification  most  perseveringly  pressed  upon 
Congress,  which  has  occnpied  so  macb  of  its  time  fw 
years  past,  and  will  probably  do  "so  for  a  long  time  to 
oome,  if  not  soMier  sathfactwily  adjusted,  is  ■  redoe- 
tion  In  the  cost  of  sndi  portions  of  the  pnbUo  lands 
as  are  ascertuned  to  be  nnsahible  at  Uw  rate  now 
established  by  law,  and  a  gradoatioD,  accordii^  to 
thdr  relative  value,  of  the  prices  at  which  tiiey  may 
hereafter  be  sold.  It  is  worthy  of  condderati<Ri 
whether  justice  may  not  Im  done  to  every  interest  In 
this  matter,  and  a  vexed  qoestion  set  at  test*  periiaps 
forever,  by  are  asonaUe  oompromlse  of  oonfllcting 
opinions.  Hitherto,  after  bang  offbred  at  puUie 
sale,  lands  have  been  disposed  of  at  one  uniform 
price,  wliatover  difference  tb«re  nJght  be  in  their 
mtrinsio  value.  The  leading  oonsiderations  urged  in 
favor  ixt  the  measure  referred  to  are,  that  in  almost 
all  the  land  districts,  and  particnluly  in  thwe  in 
wWch  the  lands  have  been  Ions  surveyed  and  ex- 
posed to  sale,  there  are  Btm  lemauUng  numerous  and 
large  tracts  of  every  gradation  of  "ralue,  from  th« 
Government  price  downwards ;  that  these  lands  will 
not  be  purchased  at  the  Government  price,  so  long  as 
better  can  be  convenientiy  obtained  for  the  same 
amount ;  that  there  are  h^ge  tracts  which  even  the 
improvements  ctf  the  adjacent  lands  will  never  raise 
to  tiiat  prioB ;  and  that  the  present  nnifofm  price, 
combined  witii  thdr  irregular  value,  operatee  to 
prevent  a  desirable  cotnpactnesB  of  settlement  in  the 
new  States,  to  retard  the  full  development  of  tliat 
wise  policy  on  which  onr  land  system  is  founded,  to 
the  injury  not  only  of  the  several  States  where  tlie 
lands  lie,  but  of  the  United  States  as  a  wbok. 

The  remedy  proposed  has  been  a  reduction  of 
prioes  aooording  to  the  length  of  time  the  lands  have 
been  tn  market,  wititoat  reference  to  any  otiier  cir- 
cumstancesL  The  eertunty  that  the  efflux  of  time 
would  not  always  in  sudi  cases,  and  perhaps  not  even 
gtmerally,  furnish  a  true  criterion  of  value ;  and  the 
probability  that  persons  residing  in  the  vididty,  as 
the  period  forihe  reduction  of  jwiees  qqiroadied, 
woidd  pos^xme  pnrdiaBes  they  wouM  otherwise 
make,  «m-  the  purpose  o!  avaiHng  themsdves  of  the 
lower  price,  with  other  considerations  of  a  similar 
diaracter,  have  hitherto  iseen  snocessfnlly  urged  to 
defeat  the  graduation  upon  time. 

Hay  not  all  reasonable  desires  upon  this  snt^'ect  be 
satisfied  irithont  encountering  any  of  these  oly'eor 
tions?  All  will  ctmcede  the  abstnct  principle,  that 
theprioe  of  the  pnUle  lands  riiotild  be  jaoportionBd 
to  tbeir  relative  value,  so  far  as  that  can  be  accom- 
plished without  departing  from  tiie  rule  heretofore 
observed,  requiring  fixed  prices  in  cases  of  private 
entries.  The  difficulty  of  the  subject  seems  to  lie  in 
the  mode  of  ascertaining  what  ttiat  value  Is.  Would 
not  the  safest  plan  be  tint  which  has  been  adopted 
by  nai^  of  tna  States  as  the  besis  oS  taxation— on 
actual  valuation  of  lands,  and  daadScation  of  them 
bito  different  rates?  Wonld  It  not  be  practiadilo 
and  expedient  to  cause  the  rdative  nine  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  old  diatriots,  wUoh  have  been  foe  a  cer- 
tain length  of  tbne  in  market^  to  be  qipnised,  and 
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dused  into  two  or  more  rates  below  the  present 
minimum  price,  hj  the  officers  now  employed  in  Uiis 
tmneh  of  the  pnUio  serrice,  or  in  an;  other  mode 
deemed  preferable,  and  to  auike  those  prices  penna- 
nent,  if  npon  the  coming  in  of  the  report  they  shall 
prove  satisfactory  to  Congress  f  Cannot  all  ihe  ob- 
jects of  graduation  b«  accomplished  in  this  way,  and 
the  ohjecdons  which  hare  hitherto  been  nrsed  against 
it  cease  f  It  would  seem  to  me  that  bu{£  a  step  as 
the  restriction  of  the  aaiea  to  limited  qusntlUea,  and 
Tar  actual  Improvement,  would  be  free  from  all  just 
exception. 

By  the  fbll  expoi^don  of  the  ralae  of  the  lands 
thus  Aimiahed  and  extensiveJj  piomnlgated,  persons 
Uiing  at  a  distance  would  be  informed  of  tiidrtnie 
condition,  and  enabled  to  enter  into  competition  with 
Aosetesuing  intheTidni^;  the  means  of  acquir- 
ing an  IndMendeot  borne  woold  be  bnnfjtit  irithin 
tiM  reach  of^  mai^  who  are  nnable  to  pordiafle  at 
pvesent  prices;  uie  popnlation  of  the  new  States 
wonld  be  made  more  compact,  and  large  tracts  would 
be  sold  which  would  otiierwiae  remain  on  hand ;  not 
only  would  the  land  be  brought  iHthin  the  means  of 
a  larger  number  of  purchasers,  but  many  persons  pos- 
sensed  of  greater  means  wonld  be  content  to  settle  on 
a  larger  quantity  of  the  poorer  lands,  rather  than 
odgnte  fiuther  w«st  in  pnrsuH  of  a  smaller  quanli^ 
of  better  lands.  Budi  a  measure  would  also  seem  to 
be  more  conristent  with  the  polioy  of  the  ezisdiw 
laws — that  of  converting  the  public  domain  Into  cul- 
tirated  farms  owned  by  tbeir  oocnpanta.  That  policy 
is  not  l>eet  promoted  by  sending  emotion  up  the 
abnost  interminable  streams  of  ube  West,  to  occupy 
in  groups  the  best  spots  of  land,  leaving  immense 
wastes  behind  them,  and  enlarging  the  mmder  be- 
yond the  means  of  thdr  Goremment  to  afford  it  ade- 
quate protection ; '  but  In  Micoon^ing  it  to  occupy, 
with  reasonable  denseness,  the  territory  over  whidi 
H  advances,  and  find  its  b^  defence  in  the  compact 
front  which  it  presents  to  the  Indian  tribes.  Many 
of  you  will  brmg  to  tbe  oondderaton  of  the  salfjeot 
the  advantages  of  local  knoiriedge  and  greater  expe- 
rience, and  all  will  be  dealroofl  <^  making  an  eariy 
and  final  dispodtion  of  every  disturbing  question  in 
regard  to  this  important  interest  If  these  su^ee- 
tiona  shall  in  any  degree  contribute  to  die  accom- 
plishment of  so  imp4^ant  a  result,  it  will  alTord  me 
nncere  satisfaction. 

In  some  sections  of  the  conn^,  most  of  the  pubiio 
lands  have  been  scdd,  and  the  roisters  and  reooven 
have  reryHttleto  m.  It  Is  a  subject  worthy  of 
Inquiry  whether,  in  many  eases,  two  or  more  districts 
may  not  be  consolidated,  and  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  this  business  conriderably  reduced. 
deed,  the  time  will  come  when  It  irill  be  tbe  true 
policy  of  the  General  Government,  as  to  some  of  the 
States,  to  transfer  to  thnn,  fbr  a  reasonable  equiva- 
lent, ul  tbe  rdttse  and  unsoM  lands,  and  to  irithdmr 
fhe  macbiBery  of  tbe  federal  land  offices  attagetber. 
All  who  take  a  comprebenrive  view  of  our  federal 
system,  and  believe  that  one  of  its  greatest  excellen- 
ces consists  in  interfering  as  littie  as  poadhle  with 
the  internal  conoems  of  the  States,  look  forward  with 
great  interest  to  this  result 

A  modillcatioii  of  tiie  ezlsdng  laws  hi  respect  to 
tiie  prices  of  the  pufaSc  lands,  might  also  have  a 
fiivorable  Inflsence  on  the  legislation  of  Congress,  In 
relation  to  another  branch  of  the  subject  luny  who 
have  not  the  alnUty  to  buy  at  present  prices,  settle  on 
those  lands,  with  tbe  hope  <k  acquiring  from  their 
cttltivatiaii  tbe  means  of  poduHlng  under  pre-emp- 


:  tion  laws,  ftt>m  time  to  time  passed  by.  Congress. 
For  this  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  United 
States,  they  excuse  themselves  under  the  plea  of 
theur  own  necessities ;  .the  fact  that  they  dlsposnss 
nobedy,  and  only  enter  upon  the  waste  domain ; 
that  they  ^ve  additional  vfdne  to  the  public  lands  in 
tbeir  vicinity,  and  their  intention  ulthnately  to  pay 
the  Government  price.  So  much  wei^t  has  from 
time  to  time  been  attached  to  these  conaideratiws; 
that  C(»igreas  have  passed  lam  givmg  actual  setders 
on  tbe  pubiio  lands  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the 
tnots  occupied  by  them  at  tbe  ndnlmnm  priceu 
These  laws  nave  in  all  Instances  been  retroapeotive 
In  thdr  operation ;  but  In  s  few  years  nit^thdr 
passage,  CTowda  of  new  setUers  have  been  found  on 
the  public  lands,  for  similar  reasons,  and  under  Hke 
expectations,  who  have  been  indulged  with  the  same 
privil^ies.  This  course  of  legldwoD  (ends  to  Im- 
pair public  respect  fat  the  Uws  of  the  country. 
Sither  the  laws  to  prevent  intrusion  upon  the  pubUe 
lands  should  be  executed,  or,  if  that  tdiould  be  Im- 
practicable or  inexpedient  they  should  be  modified 
or  repealed.  If  the  public  lands  are  to  be  contddered 
as  open  to  be  occupied  by  any,  they  should,  by  law, 
be  thrown  open  to  all.  That  which  is  intended, 
in  all  instances,  to  bo  legalised,  should  at  once  be 
made  legal,  that  those  wlw  are  disposed  to  coafocm 
to  the  laws  may  ei^y  at  least  equal  privileges  with 
those  who  are  not  But  It  is  not  believed  to  be  tbe 
^sposition  of  Congress  to  open  the  public  lands  to 
occupancy  without  r^;ular  entries  and  payment  of  tho 
Gov^ment  price,  as  such  a  course  must  tend  to 
worse  evils  tiian  the  credit  system,  which  It  was 
found  necessary  to  abolish.  It  woold  seem,  there- 
fore, to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  to 
remove,  as  fiir  as  jnvcticable,  tbe  causes  wbidi  pro- 
duce intnufons  upon  the  piU>lio  lands,  and  then  take 
effldent  steps  to  prevent  them  In  future.  Would 
any  single  measure  be  so  effective  in  removing  all 
plaurible  pioonds  fbr  tboee  intruaons  as  the  grMua- 
tion  of  price  already  swMted  t  A  short  penod  of 
industry  and  ecniomy  in  any  part  of  our  country 
would  enable  the  poorest  dtizen  to  accumulate  the 
means  to  buy  him  a  home  at ,  the  lower  prices,  and 
leave  him  witiiout  apology  for  settibg  on  lands  not 
his  own.  If  he  did  not,  under  such  drcumstances, 
he  would  enlist  no  sympathy  in  his  fkvor ;  and  the 
laws  would  be  readily  exeooted  without  ddng  vio- 
lenee  to  pubiio  opinion. 

A  large  portion  of  oar  dtisens  have  seated  tiwni> 
selves  on  the  public  lands,  wlOioot  anthori^,  stace 
the  passage  of  the  Ust  pre-emption  law,  and  now  ask 
the  enactment  of  anotiter  to  enable  them  to  ietain 
the  lands  oocnpied,  upon  payment  of  tbe  minimum 
Government  price.  They  ask  that  which  has  been 
repeatedly  granted  before.  If  the  future  may  be 
judged  of  by  the  past,  littie  harm  can  be  done  to  the 
interests  of  the  Tnaenry  by  yielding  to  their  request 
Upon  a  critical  examination,  it  ia  found  that  the 
lands  sold  at  the  public  sales  nnce  the  introduction 
of  cash  payments  in  1820,  have  produced,  on  an 
average,  the  net  revalue  of  only  dx  cents  an  acre 
more  tlwn  the  minimum  Government  price.  There 
Is  no  ream  to  smipoae  tiiat  future  sales  iriU  be  more 
productive.  The  Government,  therefore,  has  no  ade- 
quate pecmdaiT  hitereet  to  indnce  It  to  drive  tiitea 
people  from  ue  lands  Uiey  occoi^,  fbr  tiie  pnipoee 
of  selling  them  to  otheiH. 

Entertaining  tiiese  views,  I  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a  pre-emption  law  fbr  their  benefit,  in  con- 
nection wiu  tiw  piepantci7  steps  toward  Aagrad- 
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uation  of  ,the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  further 
and  more  eflfeclual  provirions  to  preT«iU  intmdoDB 
hereafter,  Indnlgenoo  to  those  who  have  settled  on 
these  lands  tdth  expectations  ibat  past  legislation 
Tould  be  made  a  rule  for  the  future,  and  at  the  same 
time  removhig  the  most  plau^bie  ground  on  which 
intrusions  were  excused,  and  adopting  more  eSScient 
means  to  prevent  them  hereafter,  appear  to  me  the 
moat  jndidouB  dlqwaition  whidi  con  be  made  of  this 
dliBenlt  saliject  The  limitationa  and  restrictiooa  to 
gnatd  against  abuses  in  the  execution  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law,  will  necessarily  attract  the  careful  attenUon 
of  Congress ;  but  under  no  circumstances  is  it  con- 
sidered expedient  to  authorize  flouting  claims  in  any 
abape.  They  have  been  heretofore,  and  doubtless 
would  be  hereafter,  most  prolific  sources  of  fraud  and 
oppression,  and  instead  of  operating  to  confer  tho 
&Tor  the  Govemment  on  industrious  settlers, 
are  often  used  only  to  minister  to  a  spirit  of  cu^ud- 
ity  at  the  expense  of  the  most  meritorious  of  that 
olasa. 

The  accompanying  report  of  tho  Secretary  of  War 
will  bring  to  your  new  tho  state  of  the  jVimj,  and 
all  the  Tuiaus  subjects  confided  to  the  aupcrintend- 
enoe  of  that  officer. 

liie  prind[MtI  part  of  the  Anny  had  been  concen- 
trated in  Slorida,  wiUi  a  view,  and  in  the  expecta- 
tion,  or  bringing  the  war  In  that  Territory  to  a 
q»eedy  dose.  The  necessity  of  strippmg  the  posts 
on  the  maritime  and  inland  frontiers  of  their  entire 
garrisons,  for  the  punnwe  of  assembling  in  the  field 
an  army  of  less  than  four  thoosaud  men,  woold  seem 
to  indicate  ^  nec«rit7  of  Increaang  our  regular 
forces ;  and  the  superior  efficiency,  as  well  as  gnatiy 
dfaunished  expense  of  tiiat  description  of  troops, 
recommend  this  measure  as  one  of  economy  as  well 
as  of  expediency.  I  refer  to  the  report  for  the  rca- 
sons  which  have  induced  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
urge  the  reot£auizati<ni  and  enlargement  of  the  staff 
of  the  Anny,  and  of  the  ordnance  corps,  in  whichl 
flUly  concur. 

It  is  not,  however,  compatible  with  tiie  inteteat  of 
the  people  to  maintun,  in  time  of  peace,  a  r^;ular 
ibrce  adequate  to  the  defence  of  our  extenmve  fron- 
tiers. In  periods  of  danger  and  alann,  we  must  rely 
prindpally  upon  a  well-organized  militia ;  and  some 
general  arrangement  that  will  render  tliia  deacriptioQ 
offbroemore  effidrait,  has  long  been  a  soliyectof 
anxious  solicitude.  It  was  recommended  to  the  first 
Congress  by  General  WaaUngton,  and  has  been  since 
frequently  brought  to  your  notice,  and  recently  its 
importance  strongly  urged  by  my  immediate  i»ede- 
oeaaoir.  The  provi^on  of  the  constitution  that  renders 
it  noccaasry  to  ad<^t  a  uniform  system  of  organiza- 
tion for  the  militia  throughout  the  United  States,  pre- 
MitB  an  InsnrmountaUe  obstado  to  an  effldentar- 
rangemeat  by  the  classification  heretofore  proposed, 
and  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  plan  which  will  be 
submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  organizao 
tion  of  volunteer  corps,  and  the  instruction  of  militia 
offioora,  as  more  simple  and  practicable,  if  not  equally 
advantageous,  as  a  general  arrangement  of  the  whole 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

A  moderate  increase  of  the  ctnpa,  both  of  military 
and  topographical  engineers,  baa  been  man  than 
once  recommended  by  my  predecessor ;  and  my  con- 
viction of  the  propriety,  not  to  Bay  necesmQr,  of  the 
measure,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  vari- 
ous and  important  duties  imposed  upon  them,  in- 
duoea  me  to  repeat  the  recommendation. 

Iba  Military  Academy  oontinoea  to  answer  all  the 
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puiposes  of  ita  establishment,  and  not  only  fumishea 
well-educatod  officers  to  the  Army,  but  aorvea  to 
diffuse  throudiout  the  mass  of  our  dtizens  Individ- 
uals possessed  of  military  knowledge,  and  the  scienti- 
fic attainments  of  civil  and  military  engineering.  At 
present,  the  cadet  is  bound,  with  consent  of  his 
parents  or  guardians,  to  remun  in  service  five  years 
from  the  p»iod  of  lus  enlistment,  unless  sooner  dia- 
charged ;  thua  exacting  only  one  year's  service  in  tho 
Army  after  his  education  is  completed.  This  does 
not  appear  to  me  auffident.  Government  ought  to 
command  for  a  longer  period  the  services  of  those 
who  are  educated  at  the  public  expense ;  and  I  re- 
commend tlut  the  time  of  enlistment  be  extended  to 
seven  years,  and  the  terms  of  the  engagement  atrictiy 
enforced. 

The  creatipn  of  a  national  foundry  for  cannon,  to 
be  common  to  the  service  of  the  Army  and  Kavy 
of  the  Umted  States,  haa  been  heretofore  recom- 
mended, and  ^qipeais  to  be  required  in  order  to  place 
our  ordnance  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  other 
countries,  and  to  enable  that  branch  of  the  serrice  to 
control  the  prices  of  those  artides,  and  gradu^e  the 
applies  to  the  wanta  of  the  Government,  as  well  as 
to  regulate  their  quali^  and  eoBure  their  uniformity. 
The  same  reasons  Induce  me  to  recommend  the  erec* 
tion  of  a  manufactory  of  gunpowder,  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Ordnance  oEKce.  The  establishment 
of  a  manofactory  of  small  arms  west  of  the  All^iany 
mountains,  upon  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Becrataiy 
of  War,  will  coatribote  to  extend  throughout  that 
country  the  improvements  whidi  exist  in  establish- 
ments of  a  dmilar  description  in  tho  Atlantic  States, 
and  tend  to  a  much  more  economical  ^stributioti  o£ 
the  armamoit  required  In  the  western  portion  of  our 
Union. 

The  system  of  removing  the  Indians  west  of  the 
Misdaaippi,  commenced  by  Mr.  Jefferon,  in  1801, 
has  been  steadily  persevered  in  by  every  succeeding 
President,  and  may  beconddered  thesettied  policy, 
of  the  country.  Unconnected  at  first  with  any  well- 
defined  system  for  their  improvement,  the  induce- 
ments held  out  to  the  Indians  were  confined  to  the 
greater  abundance  of  game  to  be  found  in  the  West ; 
but  when  the  beneficial  effects  of  their  rcmovd  were 
made  apparent,  a  more  philanthropic  and  enlightened 
policy  was  adopted,  in  puchadng  thdr  lands  east  of 
the  Mississippi.  Liberal  prices  were  given,  and  jwo- 
vJriona  inserted  In  all  the  treaties  with  them,  for  the 
application  <tf  the  fhuds  they  reodved  in  exchange, 
to  such  purposes  as  were  beat  calculated  to  promote 
thdr  present  welfare,  and  advance  their  future  civil- 
ization. These  measures  have  been  attended  thua 
far  with  the  happiest  results. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  report  of  tb« 
Conunissiouer  of  Indian  Affhirs,  that  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  frienda  and  promoters 
of  this  system  have  been  realized.  The  Ghoctaws, 
Cherokees,  and  other  tribes  that  first  emigrated  be- 
yond the  Missisdppi,  have,  for  the  most  part,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  become  cultivators  of 
the  soiL  The  improvement  in  their  condition  has 
been  rapid,  and  it  is  bdieved  that  they  aro  now 
fitted  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  dmiue  form  of 
govenunent,  which  has  been  submitted  to  them 
and  received  thdr  sanction ;  and  I  cannot  too 
strongly  urge  tUa  sulfjeet  upon  the  attention  of 
Confess. 

Stipulations  have  been  made  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes  to  remove  Ihcm  beyond  the  Misdsdroi,  ex- 
cqA  with  the  band  of  the  Wyandotts,  the  Su  Na- 
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Hons  in  New  York,  the  HenomoDees,  Handuu  and 
fitoekbridges  io  Wuconain,  and  Ukmies  in  lo- 
dUna.  With  all  but  the  Henomonees,  it  is  ex- 
pected  that  »rrangemeDU  for  their  cmigntioD  will 
M  completed  the  preseot  Tear.  The  reostance 
irUoh  baa  been  (qipoaed  to  udr  natank  hj  aome 

the  tribe*,  ew  after  treaties  bad  been  miide 
irith  them  to  that  effect,  has  arisen  from  rarious 
causes,  operatioff  differently  on  each  of  them.  In 
most  instaoces  they  lure  been  instigated  to  reslBt- 
aace  by  persons  to  whom  the  trade  with  tbem  and 
tbe  acquUition  of  their  annuities  were  important; 
and  in  some  by  die  pereonat  ioflnoiee  of  interested 
ehiefk.  niese  obstacles  must  be  overcome ;  for  the 
Goremment  cannot  rejinqnisb  the  execution  of  this 
policy  without  sacrifidng  important  interests,  and 
abandoning  the  tribes  remaining  east  of  the  Ulssls- 
rippi  to  certain  destruction. 

The  decrease  in  numbers  of  the  tribes  within  the 
Bmita  of  the  States  and  Territories  lias  been  most 
ra|ud.  If  they  be  removed,  they  can  be  protected 
from  those  assodations  and  eril  praoticea  which 
exert  io  pernicious  and  defltmetlTe  an  influence 
over  their  destinies.  They  can  be  Induced  to' 
labor,  and  to  acquire  property,  and  its  acquisition 
will  inspire  them  with  a  feehng  of  independence. 
Their  minds  can  be  cultivated,  and  they  can  be 
taught  the  value  of  salutary  and  uniform  laws,  and 
be  made  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  capable  of  enjoying  its  advantages.  In 
the  possession  of  property,  knowledge,  and  a  good 
government,  free  to  give  what  direction  they  please 
to  their  labor,  and  Carers  in  the  legislation  by 
wtiich  ttieir  persons  and  the  profits  of  their  indns- 
try  are  to  be  protected  and  secured,  they  will  have 
an  ever-present  conviction  of  the  importance  of 
nnion,  of  peace  among  themselves,  and  of  the 

Ecaerration  of  amicable  relations  with  us.  The 
terests  of  the  United  States  would  also  be 
greatly  promoted  by  freeing  the  relations  between 
the  General  and  State  Governments  from  what  bas 
proved  a  most  embarras^g  incumbrance,  by  a 
satlafactory  adjustment  of  conflicting  titles  to  lauds, 
caused  by  the  occupation  of  the  Lidians,  and  by 
causing  the  resources  of  the  whole  country  to  t>e 
developed  bj  the  power  of  the  State  and  General 
Governments,  and  improved  by  the  enterprise  of  a 
white  population. 

Intimately  connected  with  this  subject  is  the 
obligation  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  Its  treaty 
stipulations,  and  to  protect  the  Indians  thru  as- 
sembled "at  their  new  reridenoes  from  all  Inter- 
mptions  and  disturbances  from  any  other  tribes 
or  nations  of  Indiana,  or  from  any  other  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,"  ud  the  equally  solemn  obli- 
gation to  guard  from  Lidian  hostility  Its  own 
border  eettiements,  stretching  along  a  line  of 
more  than  one  thousand  miles.  To  enable  the 
Govemment  to  redeem  this  jSedga  to  the  Indians, 
and  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  its  own  cili- 
sens,  will  require  the  continual  presence  of  a  con- 
riderable  regular  force  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  chain  of  permanent  posts.  Ex- 
aminations of  the  country  are  now  maUng,  with  a 
'riev  to  decide  on  the  moat  suitable  points  for  the 
erection  of  fortresses  and  other  works  of  defence, 
the  results  of  which  will  be  presented  to  you  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  at  au  eariy  day,  togetiior 
with  a  |dan  for  the  effectual  proteetion  of  mendly 
Indians,  and  tiie  permanent  wfonce  of  tlw  fltwtier 
States. 
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By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
herewith  communicated,  it  appears  that  unremitted 
exertions  bare  been  made  at  the  dUEarent  navy 
yards,  to  carry  into  effect  all  authorized  measures 
for  the  exteorion  and  emjdoyment  of  oar  naval 
force.  The  lannebbig  and  preparation  of  the  ship 
of  the  Une  Fmmiylruiia,  and  the  cooiidete  repiJn 
of  the  ships  of  the  Une  Ohio,  DeUware,  and  Co- 
lumbus, may  be  noticed,  as  forming  a  respectable 
addition  to  this  important  arm  of  our  national 
defence.  Our  commerce  and  navigation  have  re- 
ceived increased  aid  uid  protection  daring  the 
present  year.  Our  sqnadrons  fai  the  Paeiflo  aind  on 
the  BruUan  station  have  been  much  increased, 
and  that  in  the  Mediterranean,  althou^  small,  Is 
adequate  to  the  present  wants  of  our  commerce  In 
that  sea.  Additions  have  been  made  to  our  squad- 
ron on  the  West  India  station,  where  the  urge 
force  under  Commodore  Dallas  has  been  most 
actively  and  efflcientiy  employed  in  protecting  our 
commerce,  in  preventing  tne  importation  of  euutveE^ 
and  in  co-operating  witii  officers  of  the  army  in 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Florida, 

The  satia&ctory  condition  of  our  naval  force 
abroad  leaves  at  our  disposal  the  means  of  conven- 
iently providing  for  a  home  squadron,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  upon  our  extensive  coast. 
The  amount  of  appropriatiooB  required  for  such  a 
squadron  will  be  ibond  In  the  general  estimates  for 
the  naval  services  for  the  year  18>8. 

The  naval  officers  engaged  upon  our  coast  sorrey 
have  rendered  important  service  to  our  navigation. 
The  discovery  of  a  new  channel  into  the  haroor  of 
New  Tork,  through  wliich  our  largest  ships  may 
pass  without  dai^r,  must  alford  important  com- 
mercial ndnntages  to  that  harbor,  and  add  greaflj 
to  its  value  as  a  naval  station.  The  accurate  sur- 
vey of  George's  shoals  off  the  coast  of  Hasaachn* 
setts,  lately  completed,  will  render  comparatively 
safe  a  navigation  hitherto  conddered  dangerous. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  sur> 
geons,  and  assistant  surgeons,  in  the  Navy.  Tliese 
additions  were  rendered  necessary,  by  the  increased 
number  of  vessels  put  in  commission,  to  answer  the 
exigencies  of  our  growing  commerce. 

Your  attention  Is  respectflilly  invited  to  the  Tap* 
rions  suggestions  of  the  Secretary,  for  tin  Impcove- 
ment  of  the  naval  service. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  exhibits 
the  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service. 
The  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department  eon- 
Btitnto  tme  of  the  most  aodve  elements  of  our  nax 
tional  prosperity,  and  it  is  gratii>ing  to  observe 
with  what  vigor  they  are  conducted.  The  mail 
routes  of  the  United  States  cover  an  extent  of  about 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  miles,  having  been  increased 
idxHit  tiiirty-seren  thonssnd  one  hundred  and  three 
miles  within  the  last  two  years.  The  annual  mall 
transportation  on  these  routes  is  about  thirty-six 
millions  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles,  having  been  in- 
creased about  ten  millions  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  aeventy-six  miles 
within  the  same  period.  The  number  of  post  offices 
has  also  been  increased  from  ten  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  to  twdve  thousand  and 
mnety-mne,  very  few  of  which  receive  the  nuub 
less  UBU  once  •  week,  and  a  largo  portion  of  them 
daily.  GoDttsetots  aad  postmstns  in  gsnenl  an 
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Tepresented  u  attending  to  their  datiei  with  most 
eovmendable  aeal  and  fidelity. 

The  reTenoe  of  the  Department,  within  the  year 
ending  on  the  thirtieth  June  last,  was  four  milliona 
one  hundred  and  thlrtjMWTen  thotuand  and  fifty- 
eix  doUara  and  fifty-nine  cents ;  and  Its  liabilitieB 
accruing  within  the  same  time  were  three  millions 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thouiand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seren  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  The 
Increase  of  revenae  over  that  of  the  preceding 
Tear  was  seven  hundred  and  eight  thousand  one 
Dundred  and  dxty-nz  doDvs  and  forty-one  cents. 

For  many  interesting  details  I  refer  yon  to  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  irith  the  accom- 
panying paper.  Tour  particular  atteoUoa  is  m- 
Tited  to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  more  safe  and 
conveoient  building  for  the  accommodation  of  that 
Department. 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  reports  submit- 
ted in  pursuance  of  a  call  made  by  me  upon  the 
Iieads  of  Departments,  for  snch  suggesUons  as 
tbcb  azperiedoe  might  enable  them  to  make  as  to 
what  forther  legislative  provisions  may  be  advan- 
tageously adopted  to  secure  the  faithM  applicatioo 
of  public  moneys  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are 
^tpropriated ;  to  prevent  their  misaj^Ucatlon  or 
embeuiemeot  by  those  iatmsted  nith  tlie  eipen- 
ditura  of  them ;  and  generally  to  increase  the  se- 
curity of  the  Government  against  losses  In  their 
disbursement.  It  is  needless  to  dilate  on  the  im- 
portance of  providing  such  new  safeguards  as  are 
within  the  power  of  leg^latJon  to  promote  these 
ends;  and  I  have  little  to  add  to  the  recommenda- 
tions mbmitted  in  the  accompanying  papers. 

By  law,  the  terms  of  service  of  our  most  Im- 
portant coltecting  and  dtsborsing  offican  in  the 
civit  departments  are  limited  to  fonr  years,  and 
when  reappointed,  their  bonds  are  required  to  be 
renewed. 

The  safety  of  the  pubUo  is  much  increased  by 
this  feature  of  the  law,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  its  application  to  all  oflkers  entrusted  with  tiie 
flDlieotion  or  disbaraemeat  of  tlie  poblle  uoney, 
whatever  may  be  the  tennre  of  thrir  oflkes,  womd 
be  equally  benefidaL  I  therefbre  recommend,  in 
addition  to  such  of  the  so^estiODS  presented  by 
the  heads  of  Departments  as  you  may  think  useful, 
a  general  provision,  that  all  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Navy,  or  in  the  Civil  Department,  entrusted  with 
the  receipt  or  payment  of  pnbHo  money,  and  whose 
term  of  service  is  eidier  unlimited  or  for  a  longer 
time  than  four  years,*  be  reqi^ed  to  gjiTe<  boiuls, 
vitii  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  at  the  exi^ration 
of  every  such  period. 

A  change  In  the  period  of  terminating  the  fiscal 
Tear,  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  April, 
nas  been  frequently  reeonmuaded,  and  appears  to 
be  desirable. 

The  distresting  casoalties  in  steamboats,  which 
hiTo  BO  frequenuy  happened  during  the  year,  seem 
to  evince  the  necesnty  of  attempting  to  prevent 
them,  b^  means  of  severe  provisions  connected 
with  their  oustom-hoose  papers.  This  sabjeot  was 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  his  last  aunnal  report, 
and  wiU  be  agam  at  tiie  present  sestion,  witii  addi- 
tional details.  It  will  doubtiess  receive  tiiat  early 
and  careful  eonsideratloa  which  its  prieasing  hn- 
portance  appears  to  require. 

Tour  attention  has  bNetofore*been  freqnentiy 
Mdled  to  the  aiBdn  of  tlM  District  of  Obhnnbia, 


and  I  should  not  again  asli  it,  did  not  their  entiro 
dependence  on  Congress  give  thun  a  constant 
claim  npoD  Its  notice.  Beparated  bytbe  consti- 
tution from  the  rest  of  the  Unlo^  limited  In  «ztnL 
and  aided  by  no  Legtslatare  of  Ita  own,  it  wouM 
seem  to  be  a  spot  where  a  wise  and  uidform  system 
o£  local  government  might  have  been  ea^y  adopt- 
ed. Thn  District,  however,  unfortunately,  has 
been  left  to  linger  behind  the  rest  of  the  Union  ; 
Its  codes,  civil  and  criminal,  are  not  only  very  de- 
fective, bnt  ftill  of  obsolete  or  inconvenient  pro- 
visions ;  being  formed  of  portions  of  tito  States^ 
discrepancies  in  the  laws  prevail  In  different  parti 
of  the  territory,  small  as  It  is ;  and  althoogh  It  wia 
selected  as  the  seat  of  the  General  Government, 
the  rite  of  ita  pubUo  edifices,  the  depository  (rf  its 
archives,  and  the  residence  of  officers  intrusted 
with  large  amounts  of  public  property,  and  the 
management  of  publio  business,  yet  it  has  never 
been  subjected  to,  or  received,  tiiat  special  and 
comprehensive  legialatiim  wliuh  these  dreun- 
Btances  peculiariy  demand.  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
varions  subjects  of  greater  magidtude  and  Imme- 
diate  interest  that  press  themselves  on  the  oonrid* 
oration  of  Congress;  but  I  believe  there  is  not 
ona  that  appeals  more  dlrei^y  to  its  justice  than 
a  liberal,  and  even  generous,  attention  to  the  Inter* 
ests  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  and  a  thonmgli 
and  oateM  reirtslon  of  Its  local  government. 

V.  VAN  BUSES. 

Washihotok,  Dee.  tith,  18S7. 

Five  thoasand  oopiee  of  the  Message,  and  flf* 
teen  hondred  copies  of  the  acoompaoyiiig  doen* 
ments,  were  orAeaKA.  to  be  printed. 

Death    Senator  Kent. 

Mr.  Cut,  of  Kentneky,  rose  and  said,  that 
in  the  absence  of  the  only  surviving  Senator 
from  Maryland,  (whose  doty  it  woold  have  been 
to  have  announced  the  demise  of  his  colleagBe,) 
the  melancboly  task  would  devolve  upon  hinif 
of  detailing  to  the  Senate  what  already  was  but 
too  well  known,  to  wit :  the  lamented  death 
of  Governor  Kmrr,  who  expired  on  the  24th 
of  last  month,  aged  69  years.  Mr.  0.  feeUndy 
and  eloquently  allnded  to  the  long  fHendship 
that  had  subsisted  between  himself,  and  the 
distingoiahed  decMsed,  and  spoke  of  his  services 
to  his  own  State,  in  her  Legislature,  in  the  £x- 
ecntive  ohair,  all  vfaich  stations  ho  had  fill- 
ed with  oonsommate  ability,  and  with  general 
satia&otion  to  the  people.  No  one,  Mr.  O. 
maintained,  had  erer  brought  into  the  puhlio 
councils  more  integrity  of  purpose,  or  a  greater 
share  of  strong  dUcriminating  sense.  It  was 
true  he  seldom  spoke  in  debate,  bat  when  he 
did  it  was  always  to  the  purpose,  without  being 
ambitions  of  the  ornament  of  languiwe. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  Mr.  0.  entered  publio 
life  with  the  deeeas^  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, since  which  brief  space  of  time  hoir 
many  things  had  ooonrred,  how  many  questions 
arisen,  that  were  suppoeed  would  shake  the 
Oonfederaoy  to  ita  very  centre  t  Still  he  was 
gratiJSed  to  find  that  the  stars  and  stripes  floated 
trimnphantlr,  and  the  cotmtry  was  marching 
<mvard  to  its  hl£ph  destiny,  imdteoked.  In  Hb 
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career.  ICr.  0.  ■dverted  to  the  private  worth 
^  his  deceased  firiend:  big  mansioii  was  the 
aeat  of  gmerons  luwpitalitj,  and  his  heart  ever 
replete  with  kindneas ;  fais  loss  was  not  only  to 
Maryland,  to  the  Seoi^  but  to  the  conntiy  at 
large,  and  to  none  more  than  the  people  of  this 
Dirtrict,  whose  firm  and  zealona  friend  he  had 
ever  been,  all  of  whom  would  recollect  the 
tlirilling  app^  made  in  their  behalf,  not  sixty 
days  ago.  His  place  wonld  soon  agsia  be  filled 
— ablf  and  respectably  filled ;  bat  no  raccesaor 
conld  bring  a  pnrer  heart  or  Bounder  head.  It 
now  otAj  remained  for  them  to  ffischarge  the 
laat  melancholj  duties  doe  to  departed  wortli ; 
im  which  pnrpoae^  he  would  In^odaoe  the  fid- 
lowing  resolutions : 

Retoivtd,  That  In  token  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  ibt  Hoa.  J.  Eemt,  of  Maryland,  the  Senators 
wear  crape  on  the  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Xttotml,  That  the  Senate  do  pow  a^joom. 

"Which  resolutionB  were  nnanimun^  adopted. 


HOUaB  OF  RXP&BBBNTATIVBB. 

TuiSDXT,  Deounber  5. 

The  annnal  SCessage  of  the  President  was  re- 
oelTed  by  the  hancu  of  his  private  secretary, 
Abruiau  Van  Bubbn,  Esq. 

Ur.  Batkzs  moved  that  it  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  fifteen  thousand  copies  thereof 
witli  Uie  accompanying  documents,  and  five 
thonsand  copies  without  the  documents,  be 

Stinted  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
[onae ;  which  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


nr  BEHATE. 
KoNiUT,  Deoonber  11. 
Ueesrs.  Batisd,  Buooles,  and  Spknob,  took 
their  seats. 

Hr.  RoBBnre  moved  that  the  CnAm  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  direct  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  library 
Gongress;  and  Messrs.  BoBSDfs,  Axxsff,  and 
Waix,  were  appointed. 

TnisDAT,  December  12. 
Hr.  OvrnsmSf  from  GeOTgia,  took  his  seat 


HOUBB  OF  BSPBESSirrATZTEB. 

Tdisdat,  December  12. 

AMiUon  of  Shcerp  in  the  IHatriet 
Columbia, 

ICr.  Adahs  presented  a  petition,  praying  for 
tiie  aboUtioa  tk  alAYtrj  and  the  aUvfr-traM  in 
tiie  Disferiot  of  Oolnmbia,  and  moved  I3>at  it, 
and  the  petitions  presented  by  himself  and  col- 
leagues at  the  late  special  session  on  the  same 
su^ect,  embracing  upwards  of  50,000  signers, 
be  referrred  to  the  Oommittee  for  the  I^triot 
of  Columbia,  with  instructions  to  connder  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Wias  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table. 


Hr.  Pons  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  aa 
that  motion ;  vhioh  were  ordered,  and  ware : 

.TxA& — ^HeBBTS.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Bdme,  Bell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodbead,  Budunsn,  John  Calhoun,  Cambreleng, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Jcim  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Cbaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cllley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Craig,  Crary,  Crocliett,  Goahniin,  Sawson,  I>ebeny, 
DeOrut  Dromgode,  Edwards,  Ewitw,  VmiagfiODf 
Fidrfldd,  Fry,  Galliq),  J.  Oariand,  CfdsoD,  J.  Qra> 
ham,  Grantlsnd,  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley,  Buomtaid, 
Hamer^  Harian,  Harri8<Hi,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hobley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  B. 
H.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  N,  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Eemble,  KlfaiK- 
mBQuth,  Lawler,  L^re,  Logan,  Loomls,  Lyon,  Mu- 
loiy,  Vartin,  Uaury,  May,  UcEay,  A.  M cOellaa,  Ho- 
Clure,  UeElin,  Henlfee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moi^an,  Huhlenbeiv,  Murray,  Moble,  Palmer,  Fearce, 
Fennytxcker,  Fetrikin,  Fhelps,  Flumet,  Pope,  Fratt, 
Prentiaa,  Bbett,  Bives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A.  H. 
Sbepperd,  C.  Sbepard,  Oiields,  Bheplor,  Onlth, 
Sbt^,  Soothnte,  Speiuier,  Stanly,  Steward,  Sttne, 
Stiatton,  TaliafeiTo,  Ta^,  Hknohb,  Titos,  Toooey, 
Tnmey,  CTndenrood,  T«1,  Yanderveer,  Wageuer, 
Weeks,  A.  8.  White,  J.  WUte,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod 
WtlliainB,  J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Worthlngton,  and  Tell— 186. 

Kats.— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  ASen^ 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Bri^,  Bron^in, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoon,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cnrtia, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dvan,  Everett, 
R.  Fletcher,  HUmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Grabun, 
Grant,  Gray,  Orennell,  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry^ 
Herod,  Hoffinan,  Ingfaam,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Kilgoro, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  Robert  Mo- 
Caellan,  MoKennan,  MiUigan,  M.  Morris,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Faricer,  Par> 
tnanter,  Patterson,  Peck,  FtulUps,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Kdgway,  RoaBell,  Sheffer,  ^«y, 
Slada,  TiUinriiast,  Toland,  Webster,  E.  Wbittkec?, 
Thoa.  T.  WmtUea^,  and  To^e— 40l 

Hr.  Abamb  presented  several  other  petttiau 
from  Hassaehusetts,  Pennsylvania,  etc,  on  the 
same  subject,  and  made  the  same  motions  of 
reference,  which  were  severally  l«d  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  H^.  Wibb. 

Hr.  Adakb  then  presented  another  of  the 
same  tenor. 

Mr.  Lawlbb  raised  the  preliminary  question 
of  reception,  which  was  decided  by — ^yeas  144} 
nays  60. 

So  the  petition  was  received. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Bmcs  was  called, 
he  inquired  of  the  Chair  the  effect  of  this 
motion  prevailing. 

The  Chaib  replied  that  it  left  the  petition  at 
the  dispodtion  <n  tiie  Honae.  , 

Ibr.  Bnrw  said  then  he  dioold  -rote  for  the 
reception,  In  order  to  0ve  this  petition  the 
same  di^sition  as  had  been  given  to  the 
others,  viz.,  laying  them  on  the  table. 

Hr.  WisB  explained,  that  the  reason  he  had 
not  originally  raised  the  question  moved  by  the 
gentieman  from  Alabama,  was,  that  the  ques- 
tiffliJuBtdedded  had  already  lK>en  deoidM  bo 
often  1^  the  Hoose,     Sontheni  as  veil  as  If 
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npreaented  u  tttendiDs  to  tbdr  dattci  with  nuMt 
CommeDdablfl  ual  ud  fidcUty. 

Tbe  nvcou*  of  ibe  Department,  vUhln  the  jear 
endbg  on  the  thirtieth  June  lut,  vu  Amr  vUmoiu 
one  hundred  and  tUrty^even  Uionund  and  flftj- 
ftlx  doIUrs  and  flfly-nine  ceota ;  and  Iti  Uabflitiea 
accruing  within  the  aams  time  were  three  miUiona 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thonaand  eight  hundred 
and  fortj-eevea  doUan  and  aeTenty-llTe  oenta.  The 
Increase  of  reTeane  over  that  of  the  preceding 
Tear  was  seven  hundred  and  ^ght  thousand  one 
nnndred  and  dzty-dz  d(dlvB  and  fortj-one  oenta. 

For  many  Intereitlttg  detidk  I  lefer  yov  to  the 
report  of  the  Postmaater  Qeneral,  with  the  aeeom- 
panying  paper.  Tour  particular  attention  Is  In- 
vited to  toe  necessity  of  proi^ding  a  B<we  aafe  and 
convenient  bimdlog  for  tne  accommodation  of  that 
Departmeot. 

I  lay  before  Congress  ooplee  of  reports  submit- 
ted Im  paranance  m  a  call  made  by  me  upon  the 
Iwads  of  Departments,  fbr  such  suggesUons  as 
their  experieiiiBe  might  enable  them  to  make  as  to 
what  furtlier  legialative  provisions  mav  be  advan- 
tageously adopted  to  secure  the  CUthfhl  application 
of  public  moneys  to  tbe  ol^jects  for  which  they  are 
appropriated;  to  prevent  their  misapplication  or 
embeulement  by  those  Intrusted  with  tbe  expen* 
diture  of  them ;  and  generally  to  increase  the  se* 
onri^  of  the  QoTernment  against  losses  la  thdr 
dlshwaemenC  It  Is  needless  to  dilate  on  the  Im- 
portance of  provIdlDg  such  new  safeguards  as  are 
witbin  the  power  of  legislation  to  promote  these 
ends ;  and  I  have  llttie  to  add  to  the  recommenda- 
tions submitted  In  the  accompanying  papers. 

By  law,  the  terms  of  aervloe  oi  our  most  Im- 
portant collecting  and  dUmrdog  ofioers  In  the 
dvH  departments  are  limited  to  four  years,  and 
when  reappointed,  their  bonds  are  required  to  be 
renewed. 

Tbe  safety  of  tbe  public  is  much  Increased  by 
this  feature  of  the  law,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Its  ap^cation  to  all  officers  eatrusted  with  tbe 
collection  or  ^bursemaat  of  the  public  moaev, 
whatever  may  be  the  tenure  of  their  offleea,  would 
be  equally  beneflelaL  I  thmfbro  recommend,  in 
addltiou  to  such  of  the  ■oggestiona  presented  by 
the  heads  of  Departments  as  you  may  think  useful, 
a  geper&l  provirion,  that  all  oflScera  of  the  Army  or 
Kavy,  or  in  tbe  Civil  Department,  entrusted  with 
the  receipt  or  payment  of  public  money,  and  whose 
term  of  service  is  either  unlimited  or  for  a  longer 
time  than  fimr  years,'be  reqtdred  to  glTe<  hoMs, 
with  good  and  luffldent  sureties^  at  the  ez]^UoQ 
of  every  such  period. 

X  change  In  the  period  of  terminating  tbe  fiscal 
year,  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  April, 
has  been  frequentiy  reooouneiidod,  and  aj^ara  to 
be  desir^le. 

Hm  distresnng  casualties  In  steamboats,  which 
have  so  ftequontly  happened  during  the  year,  seem 
to  evince  the  necesmy  of  attempting  to  prevent 
them,  b^  means  of  severe  promons  connected 
with  their  custom-house  papers.  This  ssbjeot  was 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  la  his  last  annual  report, 
and  will  he  again  at  the  present  session,  with  addi- 
tkmal  detidls.  It  will  doubtiess  receive  that  early 
and  careM  oondderation  wUcfa  its  prissring  Im- 
portanoe  appears  to  reqnlre. 

Tour  attention  has  heretofore  *been  iVeqaentiy 
MiDod  to  the  aftin  of  the  DIstiiok  of  Oolui^ 


and  I  should  not  agahn  ask  it,  did  not  tiieir  entk* 
dependeneo  on  (^grea  give  them  a  oonstant 
chdm  upon  lu  notice.  Separated  by  the  ccmsti* 
tntion  from  the  rest  of  tbe  union,  Hmited  is  extent, 
and  aided  by  no  Leglslataro  pf  Its  own.  It  woidd 
seem  to  be  a  spot  where  a  wise  and  uniform  systetn 
of  local  ffovemment  might  have  been  easily  adopt- 
ed. Tbtf  District,  however,  nnfiortanately, 
been  left  to  linger  behind  tiie  rest  of  the  union  ; 
Its  codes,  ^vll  and  criminal,  are  not  only  very  de- 
fective, but  ftall  of  obsolete  or  inconvenient  pro- 
vliiona;  being  formed  of  portions  of  tifo  &atea, 
diocrepaooies  in  the  laws  prevail  in  liferent  parts 
of  thet«nrltory,aatanaiitls;  and  ahhoogh  it  was 
selected  as  the  aeat  (rf  the  Goneral  Govenme^ 
the  site  of  Its  pnbUo  edifleea,  tlie  depository  of  its 
archives,  and  the  residence  of  officers  intrnsted 
with  large  amounts  of  public  property,  and  tbe 
managonent  of  pubtlo  iMuiness,  yet  it  has  never 
been  subjected  to,  or  reoelved,  that  special  and 
comprehensive  legislation  wUoh  these  clrcnm- 
stances  peculiariy  demand.  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
various  sul^ects  of  greater  magnitude  and  imme- 
diate interest  that  press  themselves  on  the  eonsid- 
oration 'of  Congress;  bnt  I  believe  there  is  not 
one  that  appeals  more  directiy  to  Its  justice  than 
a  liberal,  and  enn  generous,  attention  to  tbe  inter- 
ests of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  a  thorough 
aftd  mUoa  of  its  local  govenunenL 

K.  TAN  BTSKES. 
Wasbikotoii,  I>ee.  6fA,  1887. 

Five  thousand  ooplea  of  the  Mossag*,  and  fif- 
teen hondred  copies  of  tbe  accompanying  docu- 
ments, were  ordered  to  be  printea. 

Dea^  <(f  Senator  Kent. 

Kr.  Olat,  of  Eentacky,  rose  and  said,  that 
in  the  absence  of  the  only  snrviTing  Senator 
from  Maryland,  (whose  duty  it  voold  have  bemi 
to  have  announced  tlie  demise  of  his  colleasiie,) 
tbe  melancholy  task  woald  devolve  upon  him, 
of  detuline  to  the  Senate  what  already  was  hot 
too  well  known,  to  wit :  tbe  lamented  death 
of  Governor  Kbkt,  who  expired  on  the  24th 
of  last  month,  aged  69  years.  If  r.  0.  feeUndf 
and  eloqaently  alluded  to  the  long  fliendihip 
that  had  subsisted  between  himself,  and  the 
^tingniihed  deceaaed,  and  n>oke  of  hia  senricea 
to  his  own  Btate,  in  her  Legislatare,  in  the  Ex- 
eontive  chair,  hc^  all  which  stations  he  had  fill- 
ed with  oonsanunate  ability,  and  with  oeneral 
satisftotion  to  the  people.  No  one,  Mr.  0. 
maintained,  had  eter  brought  into  the  pnblio 
oonnoils  more  int^rity  of  purpose,  or  a  greater 
share  of  strong  discriminating  sense.  It  was 
true  he  seldom  spoke  in  debate,  bnt  when  he 
did  it  was  always  to  the  parpose,  without  being 
ambitious  of  the  ornament  of  language. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  Mr.  0.  entered  putMio 
life  with  the  deceaaM  la  the  Hotise  of  Kepre- 
sentatives,  uooe  which  brief  space  of  time  now 
many  things  h^  ooonrred,  how  muiy  qveationa 
arisen,  that  vera  sappoaed  wonld  ahake  the 
Confederacy  to  its  very  centre!  Still  he  was 
gratified  to  find  that  the  stars  and  stripes  floated 
trimnphantlT,  and  the  ooontry  waa  marohing 
onwara  to  its  high  doting,  vnoheoked  In  ns 
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earw.  Ur.  0.  adverted  to  the  private  worth 
of  his  decMoed  IHend :  bis  muisioD  was  the 
■eat  of  generous  hospitality,  and  hiB  heart  ever 
replete  with  kindness ;  his  loss  was  not  only  to 
Maryland,  to  the  Senate,  bat  to  the  oonntry  at 
large,  and  to  none  more  than  the  people  of  this 
District,  whose  firm  and  zealons  mend  he  had 
ever  been,  all  of  whom  wonld  recollect  the 
tlu^ing  appeal  made  in  their  hehali^  not  dxty 
days  ago.  His  place  wonld  soon  agun  be  filled 
— aUy  and  respectably  filled ;  but  no  snocessor 
oonld  bring  a  pnrw  heart  or  sounder  head.  It 
now  only  remdned  for  tbem  to  ^sdiarge  the 
hat  mdancholy  duties  dne  to  departed  worth ; 
for  which  parpoae,  he  would  into>dace  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

RetolveA,y\\».%  In  token  of  respeot  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Hoa.  J.  Eimt,  of  Maryland,  the  Senators 
wear  crape  on  the  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Raolved,  That  the  Senate  do  pov  acUoam. 

Which  resolations  were  ananimuady  adt^ited, 


H0U8S!  or  BBPBB8XNTAT1VK&I 

TmsiMLT,  December  ff. 

The  anunal  KessMO  of  the  Frerident  was  re- 
ceived by  the  hands  of  hia  private  secretary, 
Abbubam  Vav  Bdbbk,  Esq. 

Kr.  Batnbb  moved  that  it  be  committed  to 
a  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  fifteen  thonsand  oopiea  thereof 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  and  five 
thonsand  oopiea  withoat  the  docnmenta,  be 

Erinted  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
[oose ;  which  resolation  was  agreed  to. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  December  11. 
Messrs.  Batabd,  Huooles,  and  Smros,  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  RoBsms  moved  that  the  Ohaik  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  direct  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  lAbraty  of 
Oongress;  and  Messrs.  Bobbisb,  AixbV|  and 
Waix,  were  appointed. 

TtruDAT,  December  13. 
OuTHBBsr,  firom  Georpa,  took  his  seat 


HOUSE  OF  RKPBKS  ENTATIVKS. 

TuisDAT,  December  IS. 

AMUion  qf  Slanery  in  ^  Dittriet 
Colmnbiii. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  petition,  praying  for 
the  abolitxcai  of  daveiy  aim  the  Blave-tn&  in 
the  District  of  Odnmbia,  and  moved  that  it, 
and  the  petiUona  presented  by  himsdf  and  eol- 
leagnes  at  the  late  special  session  on  the  same 
anljjeot,  embracing  wwaids  of  60,000  signers, 
be  referrred  to  tiie  Oommittee  for  tiie  Distriot 
of  Columbia,  with  instmctions  to  oonrider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Wisi  moved  to  lur  that  motion  on  the 
table. 


Mr.  Fom  asked  fin  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  moti(m;  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 

.Tub. — ^Hesscs.  Alexfmder,  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Bdme,  Bell,  Bh^l,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Budutnan,  John  Calhoun,  (^mbreleng, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Garter, 
Caaey,  Chamben,  Chaney,  Ch^mun,  Cheatham, 
CiUey,  Clubome,  CUrk,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Cnig,  Crar;,  Crockett,  Cuahman,  I>RWBon,  Debmy, 
Dewafi  Drmngoole,  Edwards,  Ewing,  Fariii^tai, 
Fairfield,  Fky,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Ohidson,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  GrifBn,  Haley,  Huomond, 
Hamer,  Harian,  Hanison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hajnea, 
Holt,  Hopkbis,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  B. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  J.  Jtdmson,  W. 
Q.  Johnson,  N*.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Konble,  Elnig- 
ensqiiU],  Lawler,  Legare,  Logan,  LooDdt,  Lyon,  Hu- 
l(Hy,  Martin,  Hauiy,  Hay,  HoEay,  A.  HcCleDan,  Ho* 
Clure,  HoKim,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Mohlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Tearce, 
Pennybadier,  Petrikin,  Phelpa,  Plumef,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Rhett,  Bives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  C.  Sbepard,  ffliields,  Sheplor,  So^th, 
Snyder,  Sontlwate,  ^>encer,  Stanly,  Steward,  Stone, 
Strattoo,  TaluJerro,  Taj^or,  Thomas,  Titos,  Toooey, 
Tomey,  Underwooii,  Vail,  Vanderreer,  Wagener, 
Weeks,  A  S.  White,  J.  White,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod 
WilHams,  J.  W.  WilliamB,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Worthington,  and  Tell— 130. 

Ki.T8.— Hesers.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Brigga,  Bronaon, 
Wm.  B,  Calhoun,  Chtlda,  Corwin,  Craoaton,  Curtis, 
Cusbing,  Dariington,  Da'viea,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Everett, 
R.  Fletcher,  FiDmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henrj, 
Herod,  Hofihian,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jadcson,  Eilgore, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  Robert  Mo- 
C3ellan,  MoEnraan,  Milligan,  M.  Moma,  Samuel  W. 
MtMTis,  0.  Morris,  Naylor,  tToTea,  Ogle,  Parfter,  Pai* 
menter,  Patterson,  Feck,  niiltipe,  Potts,  Raifden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Bidgway,  Rnssdl,  ShefTer,  Sitdey, 
Blade,  TiWufawt,  Tt^nd,  Wd>ster,  E.  Wl^tles^, 
Tho&  T.  WutOeaey,  and  Toriu— 90. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  several  other  petitions 
from  MassftohasettB,  Pennsylvania,  etc,  on  the 
same  gnt{]ect  and  made  the  same  motiona  of 
ref^vnee,  which  were  severally  Md  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  "iSi.  Wiai. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  another  of  the 
same  tenor. 

Mr.  Lawlbb  raised  the  preliminary  question 
of  reception,  which  was  decided  by — yeas  144^ 
nays  60. 

go  the  petition  was  received. 

When  the  name  of  Hr.  RrvBS  was  called, 
he  inquired  of  the  Chair  the  effect  of  this 
motion  prevailing. 

The  Obaib  re^ed  that  it  left  the  petition  at 
the  di«K)riti<Hi  of  the  -Honsew  « 

Mr.  Bnms  sidd  then  he  dionld  vote  fin*  the 
reception,  in  order  to  ^ve  this  petition  tiie 
same  disporition  as  had  been  nven  to  the 
others,  viz.,  laying  them  on  the  table. 

Mr,  Wise  explfuoed,  that  the  reason  he  bad 
not  originally  raised  uie  question  moved  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  was,  that  the  ques- 
tion Joat  decided  had  already  been  decided  sp 
<rften     the  Home,  by  Sontnem  as  well  as  "Ssj 
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Northern  members  voting  to  receiTd  abolition 
petitions.  It  wu  for  that  reason  he  had  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  of  reference  on  the  table, 
for  be  was  determined  to  meet  the  question  at 
every  step  where  it  oonld  be  met.  Ur.  W. 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  Id- 
dnde  all  his  petitions  in  one  motion. 

Mr.  An&Hs  said  he  conid  not  assent  to  it. 
Be  then  presented  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territoriw. 

Jir.  "WwB  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adahs  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
-which  were  ordered;  and  were— yeas  127} 
uqraTS. 


,        IN  BEKATB. 
Wedhxsdat,  December  IS. 
Messrs.  Black  and  Sodthabd  took  their  seats. 
The  Hon.  Wilson  Luupeiit,  Senator  elect 
from  Geoi^a,  and  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Bkvibb,  Sen- 
ator deet  from  Arkansas,  wore  qoalified  and 
took  their  seats. 


Thubsdat,  Beoember  14. 
Expunging  Se$oluH(m. 

Mr.  Bataud  said  that  at  the  lost  rcgolar 
session  of  Ck>ngres8  he  bad  presented  Uie  reso- 
lution of  tbe  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  against  the  de&icement  of 
the  journal  by  what  has  been  oommonly  called 
the  Expunging  Beiolvlion^  and  at  tiiat  time 
gftve  notice  that  he  sbonU.  at  the  ensuing  ses- 
monx,  and  so  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here,  contend  against  that  measure.  When  he 
gave  that  notice,  ai^>earanoes  were  much 
against  the  probability  of  sncoess,  but  the  dawn 
01  a  brighter  and  better  day  had  broken  upon 
US,  which  led  him  to  hope  the  acotmiplishment 
of  his  purpose  was  near  at  hand.  The  Senator 
fVom  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bcohahan)  had,  in  the 
benevolence  of  his  feelings,  when  he  (Mr.  Bat- 
ard)  announced  his  intention  of  introdndng  a 
rescinding  rescdution  at  the  last  session,  ex- 
pressed Ins  hope  that  he  might  live  to  see  its 
adoption ;  mettiing,  no  doabt  to  bestow  upon 
him  a  lengthened  term  of  ezistenoe,  if  not  an 
immortality,  in  the  same  tmirit  complaisance 
in  which  a  Spaniard  wishes  yon  may  live  a 
l^umsand  years.  Bnt,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should 
be  very  sorry  to  have  his  life  cat  short  as 
speedily  as  it  was  now  probable  that  event 
would  occur. 

The  resolution  he  presented  was  to  rescind 
the  expung^  resolution,  without  professing  to 
express  any  opinion  on  tne  merits  of  the  ongi- 
nal  resolution  of  1884.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed ; 
namely: 

WhereM,  the  Saute  of  the  United  Ststei^  b  the 
exeiebw  of  its  fimctioiis,  as  a  ddbenttve  saanUy, 


[26tr  Coxa. 

did,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834,  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing resolntion : 

"  Jieaolved,  That  the  Freddent,  in  the  late  Execo- 
tive  proceedhisa  in  rdadon  to  the  reveinie,  has  as* 
anmed  upon  mmself  anUiority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  constitutioa  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tioa  of  both." 

And  whereas,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  16th 
of  Jannaiy,  183?,  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  the 
above  resolution,  adopted  another  as  follows : 

"  Retolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  Journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the 
Secretaty  of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  ue  Senate 
may  appoint,  diall  briw  the  manuscript  Jonrnal  of 
iba  seaaton  of  1888-4  Into  the  Senate,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate,  diaw  bUck  lines  round  the 
sidd  resolve,  and  write,  acroes  the  face  thereof,  tai 
strong  letters,  the  words  following :  Expunged  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  thfa  16th  day  at  Janury,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1887." 

And  whereas  th^  Oonstttatfon  of  the  Ui^ted  States 
expressly  requires  that  each  House  of  Congrcas  ifcall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedii^  meaning  thereby 
to  preserve  a  faithful  and  permanent  record  of  those 
proceedhigs: 

And  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in- 
dependently of  its  legislative,  executive,  and  judidal 
functions,  has  the  inherent  right,  as  a  deliber^ve 
assembly,  to  exprem  its  ophiions,  n^ch  can  be  done 
only  by  resolutions : 

And  whereas  Its  opinions,  when  thns  expressed, 
become  part  of  its  proceedings,  of  which  the  con- 
stitution provides  that  a  permanent  record  shall  be 
kept: 

And  whereas  the  resolution  <tf  the  16lh  of  JannaiT, 
1687,  and  tiie  act  of  the  Secretary  of  die  Senate  hi 
compliance  with  it,  wis  a  violation  of  the  oraatita- 
titm,  inaanuch  as,  In  l^al  c<mteDHdati(ni,  it  destroyed, 
and  ta  foot  defaced,  the  record  of  the  proceedings  to 
which  it  refers :  wherefore, 

Reaoived,  That  the  resolution  of  the  16tit  of  Jan- 
uary, 1887,  oommonly  called  the  expunging  resolu- 
tion, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded,  and  shall 
for«ver  haeafter  be  held  as  nau^t ;  and  that,  in 
iJl  future  publications  of  that  portion  of  the  Journal 
niiich  contains  the  resolntion  of  1883-4,  and  in  all 
copies  which  ma;  hereafter  be  made  of  the  same,  for 
any  official  or  l^i;al  purpose,  the  said  resolution  of 
1888-4  shall  be  published  and  copied  as  it  was  orig- 
inally entered  upon  the  said  Journal,  without  any 
notice  whatever  of  the  superscription,  which  was 
erroneously,  irregulariy,  and  onowstitnUoiksUy  made, 
In  pursuance  itf  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1887. 

Mr.  BnoHAHAX  sud  the  Senator  fhnn  Dela- 
ware must  desire  a  very  long  existence  in  this 
vale  of  tears,  if  he  expected  to  live  until  whet 
was  asked  by  the  resolntion  was  adopted.  The 
Senator  has  been  pleased  to  say  he  would  not 
be  willing  to  die  so  soon.  He  certainly  wished 
the  Senator  long  life  and  prosperity ;  but  to 
remain  until  his  aim  was  accomplished,  would 
be  to  render  him  miserable,  unices  he  feasted 
on  the  Medean  herb  to  renovate  his  youth  The 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allude  to  the 
dawning  light  which  ho  fancies  is  beginning  to 
glimmer  on  At>  political  prospects.  I  admit  (said 
Sir.  B.)  that  there  have  been  some  few  dark 
oloitda  in  our  KwChem  h<nix«i ;  but  we  torn 
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from  them  to  the  brilliant,  examr  skies  of  the 
South,  whore  all  is  bright  and  oneering.  The 
gentleman  and  hia  friends  are  encouraged^  I 
know,  and  I  am  willing  thej  should  hope  on, 
having  no  disposition  to  throw  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  their  anticipations;  bnt,  uDless  I 
am -more  mistaken  then  I  ever  was  In  all  my 
life,  there  will  come  a  frost,  a  nipping  frost — 
[Here  some  Senator  observed  "a  killing"] — 
well,  " a  killing  "  frost,  that  will  blif^t  aUtbeir 
fiidr  crop  of  hopes.  I  should  not  nave  made 
even  tiite  short  reply,  if  the  gentleman  had  not 
alluded  to  a  quwit  remark  of  mine,  made  at 
the  Wsesdon. 

MoNDAT,  December  18. 
Ur.  GALHOtmr,  took  his  seat 

Anti-TexM  Annexation  Petition. 
Hr.  Wall  presented  a  memorial  from  twelve 
taien  and  thirteen  women,  remonstrating  i^ainst 
the  annexatiun  of  Texas  to  Uie  United  Stntes. 

JJbolUim^     Slavery  in  the  Dietriet  tf 
Columbia. 

Hr.  Wall  presented  the  petlUon  of  116  la- 
dies of  Gloucester  county,  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  immediate  aboliUon  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Clat  Bud  that  it  was  manifest  that  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  extending  itsdf  in  t^e  public  mind,  and 
dsily  engaging  more  and  more  of  the  public 
attention.  He  bad  no  hentation  in  saying  that 
OoDgross  ought  not  to  do  what  was  asked  by 
the  petitioners  without  the  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  of.  Columbia.  He  was  de* 
sirons  ctf  inquiring  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  or  any  other  oonversant  witii  the  sub- 
ject, whethw  the  fdeling  of  abolition  in  the 
abstract  was  extending  itself  in  their  respective 
States,  or  whethw  it  was  not  becoming  mixed 
m>  widi  oUier  matters— such,  for  instance,  in 
the  bdi^  Uiat  the  sacred  right  of  petition  bad 
been  assailed.  It  became  the  duty  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  inquire  into  this  busineas,  and  understand 
the  subject  well. 

There  were  many,  no  doubt,  of  these  peti- 
tioners, who  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  ^avery 
should  be  abolished,  that  were  contending  for 
what  they  understood  to  be  a  great  constitn- 
tional  right  Would  it  not,  then,  under  this 
view  of  the  snUect,  be  the  best  course  to  allay 
excitement,  and  endeavor  to  oalm  down  and 
tranquillize  the  pnldio  mind  I 

Hr.  Wall  siud  he  did  not  bdieve,  so  far  as 
his  State  was  concerned,  that  the  feeling  for 
abolition  was  on  the  increase ;  bnt  be  did  be- 
lieve the  snltJect  was  mixed  up  with  the  ri^ht 
of  petition :  many  of  the  petitioners  believmg 
that  right  was  invaded  by  the  manner  in  which 
these  memorials  were  treated.  He  thought  if 
this  matter  had  been  in  the  onset  referred  to 
the  Otmmitttee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
A  report  made  therefron,  (aaootifflwd  bf  the 
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Senate,)  calmly  expressing  the  feeling  of  the 
American  people,  that  there  would  have  been 
no  farther  trouble. 

Hr,  Caxhovk  sud  he  had  foreseen  what  this 
subject  would  come  to ;  he  knew  its  origin,  and 
that  it  lay  deeper  than  was  supposed.  It  grew 
out  of  a  spirit  of  fanaticism,  which  was  daily 
increaung,  and  if  not  met  tn  limine,  would  by- 
and-hy  duuolve  this  Union.  It  was  particularly 
our  duty  to  kem  the  matter  out  o£  the  Senate^ 
out  of  tiie  haliB  of  the  National  Legialatiire. 
These  bnatioa  w«e  Interfartng  with  what  they 
had  no  right.  Grant  the  recepticm  of  tiiese 
petitions,  and  yon  will  next  be  asked  to  act  on 
them.  He  was  for  no  conciliatory  course,  no 
temporiring ;  instead  of  yielding  one  inch  he 
wotud  rise  in  oppoMtion,  and  he  hoped  every 
man  frvm  the  South  would  stand  by  him  to  put 
down  this  growing  eviL  There  was  but  one 
question  that  would  ever  destroy  this  Union, 
and  that  was  involved  in  this  principle.  Yes : 
this  was  potent  enough  for  it,  and  must  be  early 
arrested  if  the  Union  was  to  be  preserved. 

Mr.  Swift  said  he  had  been  mtrusted  witii 
various  memorials  of  a  limilar  character  to 
this ;  and  he  therefore  felt  called  on  to  say  a 
few  words.  When  these  petitiwis  were  refer- 
red, as  was  the  former  practice,  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District,  there  was  very  little  excite- 
ment on  the  subject  There  was  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  some 
thinking  that  slavery  in  the  District  ought  to 
be  aboushed  by  Congress,  and  others  thinking 
differentiy ;  bnt  from  the  moment  that  the  pe- 
titions were  refused,  to  the  present  time,  the 
excitement  had  been  continually  increasing. 
And  the  petitioners  were  not  the  miserable 
fanatics  which  the  Senator  from  Soutli  Caroliu 
supposed ;  they  were  among  the  most  intelK- 
gent  ud  reqiectable  of  the  community. 

Hr.  RoANK,  of  Virginia,  s^d,  that  warm, 
ardo^  and  stnwg  as  were  all  his  feelings,  and 
fixed  as  was  his  cmlnlon  on  this  subject,  he 
should  perhaps  not  nave  opened  his  lips  on  the 
present  most  unexpected  oocadon,  bnt  for  the 
relation  he  happened  to  bear  towards  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia^  to  which 
it  is  proposed  to  refer  this  whole  sulnect  It  is 
one  of  vaab  importance,  involving  the  dearest 
rights  and  interests  of  millions  of  our  citizens, 
,  and  perhaps  the  Union  of  these  States.  A 
oommtttee  raised  to  take  chai^  of  the  local 
concerns  of  the  people  of  this  District  is  not,  I 
humbly  apprehend,  the  Baital>le  committee  for 
such  a  snqect.  That  committee  was  not  eou- 
Btltuted  with  reference  to  questions  of  such 
magnitude  and  extensive  bearing;  and  I  do 
trust  that,  should  this  lK>dy  unfortunately  a^ree 
to  receive  and  refer  these  petitions,  with  n  view, 
as  we  are  informed,  to  have  a  calm,  deliberate, 
and  full  discussion  of  their  merits,  thoy  will 
send  them  to  some  other  committee — nay,  raise 
a  special  committee,  composed  of  gentiemen 
who  have  the  talent  and  the  taste  for  such  dis* 
cussion:  for  I  take  this  occauon  to  say  that, 
nether  in  oommittee  nor  elaewhere^  will  /  ever 
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consent  to  argue  and  disoass  the  merits  of  this 
tendei*  and  vital  qnestiou.  No,  ar ;  when  mj 
life  and  mj  property  are  asstuled^  I  protect 
them  not  bj  argament  and  discosraon. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  £entacky  (|fr.  Out) 
has  aued  whether  the  mnltiplleadon  of  these 
petitions  In  tiie  North,  and  tlie  apread  tf  fed'- 
uuf  which  prompta  thffln,  is  not  mainly  attribn- 
table  to  ft  beilef,  on  the  port  of  the  people  there, 
that  the  great  right  of  petition  has  been  invad- 
ed by  the  direction  which  this  body  has  given 
to  them  for  the  last  two  years !  has  been 
answered  in  the  affirmative  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermoat,  (Mr.  Swm,)  and  it  is  utterly  denied 
that  fanaticism  constitutes  any  part  of  tiie  spirit 
whidi  actoatea  our  Northern  brethren,  in  thus 
eternally  stirring  a  question  which  they  must 
know  is  vital  to  na  of  the  South.  Oh,  no-^-it 
is  not  fanaticism,  it  is  not  humanity,  it  is  not 
philanthropy,  but  it  is  patriotim  /  it  is  only  to 
assert  and  matnt^  invidate  the  great  right  of 
petition  I  I  perceive,  sir,  that  ooe  of  the  peti- 
titma  [ffuented  fhia  moming  is  signed  by,  I 
tiiink,  one  hundred  and  eleven  women.  AUow 
me-to  aak  when  before,  on  what  other  occasion, 
on  what  other  great  question.  Lave  the  females 
thoaght  it  their  irapeHons  dnty  to  stop  forth  aa 
the  asserters  and  champions  of  the  great  right 
of  petition!  Allow  me  to  believe,  sir,  that 
snch  a  motive  consiitnted  no  part  of  their  feel- 
ings, never  for  one  moment  entered  into  their 
brain ;  no,  sir,  it  Is  the  faUe  fire  of  philan- 
thropy, so  easily  kindled  in  their  warm  and  ten- 
der hearts,  and  too  easily  fanned  into  flame  by 
fanatical,  vile^  and  designiog  men. 

Ko  man.  or,  tn  this  wi^extended  empire, 
mure  dearly  loves,  or  would  more  sacredly 
gnard,  than  I,  the  great,  the  Inestimable  .right 
of  petition,  as  asserted  and  practised  in  Eng- 
land, and  thence  ingrafted  into  onr  own  wrtt- 
ten  oc^titntion ;  but,  like  all  other  good  things, 
^  is  likble  to  abuse,  and  has  ita  limits ;  and  I 
for  rate  am  bold  to  say,  that  the  subject  now 
before  the  Senate  presents  a  limit  to  thUi  right. 
The  people  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assmble 
and  petition — for  what  ?  To  take  away  my 
right  to  enjoy  "  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  ?  "  No,  sir :  but  to  redress  griev- 
ances; grievances  to  which  the  law-making 
power  can  apply  a  remedy  or  corrective.  The 
petitions  mast  not  only  be  sent  to  a  tribunal 
competent  to  hear  them,  but  mast  relate  to  a 
■ubiect  on  which  that  tribunal  can  legally  and 
ontnoritatively  act.  Sir,  the  people  are  occlud- 
ed ;  they  have  oodndea  tbemselves ;  they  are 
oceladed  by  the  sacred  compromises  cf  the  con- 
stitution— ^the  charter  of  all  their  rights — from 
briogiog  this  snlfject  before  Oongress  in  any 
manner  whatever  as  one  of  ordinary  legislation. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  this  right  of  petition 
has  DO  limits.  We  have  been  told  this  morn- 
ing, that  w  are  the  servants  of  the  people ;  yet 
we — ^thia  Senate — require  that  every  petition 
which  is  offered  to  it,  shall  be  respectfol  in  its 
language  and  decorous  in  its  fonn.  This,  ur,  is 
alumit;  and  one  liaUe  to  atnue ;  iodirhyiiot, 
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I  seek  to  know,  require  ibat  tiiey  shall  also  be 
pertinent  in  thdr  maUer  and  legitimate  in 
their  object  f 

Hr.  Da. VIS  took  this  occasion  to  repeat  an  ob- 
servation made  by  him  two  years  ago,  viz.,  "  if 
yon  wish  to  make  aboUtioouts,  then  only  em- 
tinne  to  pnrsne  the  coarse  yon  have  hitherto 
pursued."  No  course,  in  his  c^ion,  could  be 
more  surely  calcalated  to  ioorease  the  exdto- 
ment  already  existing  than  the  rejection  of  these 
petitions.  How  the  practice  of  laying  these 
petitions  on  the  table  on  the  objectioia  of  any 
member,  had  crept  into  Ihe  Smate,  he  (Hr.  p.) 
could  not  conceive.  To  blm  it,  however,  was 
the  same  thing,  whether  these  petitions  were 
laid  on  the  table,  or  whether  they  were  merely 
received,  and  then  rejected :  it  was  in  either 
way  tantamoant  to  a  total  rejection :  it  was  an 
infraction  of  the  sacred  right  of  petition.  lie 
(Mr.  D.)  did  not  donbt  that  this  attack  on  the 
right  of  petition  had  multiplied  greatiy  the 
nnmtMT  of  petitioners. 

As  to  the  merits,  bo  cUmbt  Sonthem  gmtlfr- 
men  have  come  to  their  conolnsions  that  the 
petitioners  have  no  right  to  come  here,  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  themselves ;  bnt  if  thU 
be  true,  he  would  ask,  wonld  it  not  be  most 
expedient  to  meet  them  in  limine,  at  once,  and 
say  that  they  have  no  ri^ht,  or  else  to  give 
their  prayer  due  oonsiderabon,  and  give  at  least 
some  reasons,  if  there  e^t  any,  against  the 
right  which  they  cl^m? 

Their  prayer  is  reasonable,  temperate,  and 
just ;  it  is  two-fold :  let,  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or,  if  not,  pass  at  least  lavs  to  regulate 
In  a  b^«r  manner  the  slare-trade  in  this  Bis* 
trict  They  disavow  the  intention  of  interfcr- 
ing  with  dftvery  in  any  of  the  States.  Saeh  a 
principle  is  deuberateiy  avowed  in  the  resofai- 
tions  of  most,  if  not  alL  the  Alwlition  Societies 
in  the  North.  They  have  no  pnrpose  of  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  of  the  South.  The  docu- 
ments they  have  published  to  the  world  wonll 
prove  this.  If  toeir  proceedings  agitate  the 
minds  of  Sonthem  genUemen,  that  is  their  own 
fault ;  it  is  becaase  they  dioose  rather  to  intw- 
fere  with  the  Abolition  Societies,  and  not  that 
the  Abolition  Societies  interfere  with  them. 

No  case  can  be  supposed  to  justify  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  right  of  petitioning.  If  men  peti- 
tion for  only  two  Senators,  as  the  Soiator  tVom 
Vi^nia  QSx.  Bivbs)  has  snpposed  a  case,  why, 
let  them  do  so.  The  rig^t  is  not  to  be  pnt 
down  on  sn^osed  cases  of  abnring  it  The 
member  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Oalhouh) 
Bays,  will  you  deliberate  where  yonr  muid  is 
made  np  ?  lie  (Mr.  Davis)  would  immediately 
answer  "  yes  1  "  It  is  due  to  the  oonntry  to 
meet  this  subject  with  deliberation,  and  to  send 
forth  the  reasons  of  our  rejection  of  the  prayer 
of  two-thirds  of  tiie  population. 

Mr.  Ema  sfud  that  some  sesrions  past,  he 
had  advocated  the  reception  of  petitions  of  this 
description :  he  conridered  tbem  as  cdtning 
from  a  miserable  set  of  fanatics  and  delnded 
females,  who  were  too  cmtemptible  to  exdte 
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ipprehension.  He  was  nnwilliog  U*  give  them 
veight,  "by  adding  to  their  nnmber  those  who 
might  honestly^  believe  the  right  of  i>etitioD 
had  heea  denied.  For  manr  years  petitioDB  of 
this  character  were  received  without  comment, 
-referred  to  a  oommitte&  and  no  ftuiher  notioe 
taken  of  them.  They  slombered  ontil  the  dose 
of  liie  session,  and  the  committee  was  then  dia- 
ohawd  from  the  farther  eonaderation  of  them. 
If  r.  K.  regretted  imwt  dnoerely  that  this  imfor- 
tanate  qaesidon,  so  hitimately  conneoted  with 
the  permanency  of  this  Unum,  was  pressed  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  oonslderatloii  ot  the  Sen- 
ate. They  nrge  their  reception :  for  what  pnr- 
pose  ?  For  none  other  under  Heaven,  that  he 
oonld  perceive,  than  to  prodnce  excitement ;  to 
iiritate  and  inflame  the  public  mind.  Bo  long 
as  it  was  coofined  to  deluded  females  and  fuia- 
tics,  it  was  of  little  import ;  bnt  now  it  has 
entered  into  the  politics  of  the  country.  Un- 

Erinoipled  aspirants  have  seized  on  it,  and  it 
as'  from  that  cause  alone,  become  alarming. 
He  feared  not  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
even  in  New  England :  they  were  sound  to  the 
core.  Not  so  with  the  poUtltuans :  they  were 
ainning  agidnst  light  ond  knowledge.  They 
deserved,  and  diontd  reodve,  the  stem  rebuke 
of  this  body.  He  would  not  reoeiTe  cr  ^^ve 
any  countenance  to  these  incendiary  petitions. 

Hr,  Davis  said  he  gave  wi^  to  no  one  in  a 
desire  of  muntaining  harmony ;  and  his  re- 
marks were  not  made,  as  imputed  to  him,  in 
the  view  of  creating  discord.  He  wished  the 
member  from  Alab«iia  (Mr.  Smo)  was  better 
informed  of  the  great  respectabili^  of  the  pe- 
titioners ;  if  be  (Mr.  E.)  could  but  know  the 
real  state  of  things  in  the  North,  he  would  not 

rak  Bo  oontemptuously  of  the  petitioners, 
to  politicians,  Mr.  D.  mainfadned  that  until 
the  quesdon  oame  on  lur$,  no  politics  were 
mizBd  up  with  the  anUeet  in  any  way  what- 
ever. It  was  «  qnemon  oi  oonadouWi  of 
morals,  of  propriety;  mm  <tf  all  parties  cw- 
cnrred  in  these  petitions. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  not  aware  that  any  peti- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  slavery  iu  the  District 
of  Oolumbia  had  ever  originated  in  that  part 
of  New  Hampshire  where  he  recdded.  He  was 
cert^  that  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  he  had  not  been  called  upon  to  present 
to  the  Senate  any  snch  memorial.  And  since 
he  bad  been  a  member  of  Oongreee,  very  few 
petitions  in  relation  to  this  subject  had  been  for- 
warded to  bim  from  any  tootion  of  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  npresent.^  If  sodi 
memwiala  had  ecnne  hither  firem  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  thmr  must  have  been  committed  to  the 
eare  of  otberB.  He  was  assared  that  the  pre- 
vaiUng  sentiment  with  the  people  cf  hia  own 
State  waa,  to  let  thit  lehota  matUr  alone;  tJkat 
itvxuatMjeetvsithvfhi^  thoy  had  no  wneem  ; 
that  it  toot  their  hounden  duty,  at  good  and 
peaceable  cititena,  not  to  interfere  leith  the  rights 
of  oihtn;  that  they  regarded  the  question  of 
uavery  as  a  eectionaLa  heal  que^ien;  and 
however  mneh  th^  nught  regret  iti  existenoe 
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in  any  portion  of  this  Union,  yet  they  weU 
knew  that  its  existence  was  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution  of  the  land ;  and  with  .the  contin- 
uation of  its  existence  in  those  parts  of  the 
Oonfederacy,  they  ought  not,  and  they  could 
not,  with  propriety,  make  any  interference,  un- 
solicited and  unasked  by  those  whose  intereste 
were  affected  by  it.  These  were  the  sentiments 
of  his  own  State;  they  certainly  were,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  opinimu  of  toe  ^wplo  of 
New  BampsUre. 

Mr.  Kiua  said  he  did  notapraove  of  crooked 
courses.  The gentieman tntaSew Hampdiire 
(Mr.  Httbbabd)  says  that  the  petition  is  before 
ns  if  we  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  that  so  &r,  it 
is  received ;  and  yet  he  says  that,  by  laying  it 
on  the  table,  the  petition  is  rejected.  He  (Mr. 
N.)  could  not  recontnle  this  contradiotiou. 

Kr.  BrvBs  replied  to  the  ailment,  that  re- 
ceiving the  petition,  and  having  a  report  mad«L 
would  quiet  the  excitement.  Not  so ;  this  had 
been  already  done  two  years  ago.  Then,  in  the 
other  HonsOj  a  select  committee,  composed 
chiefly  of  Northern  men,  bad  presents  an 
elaborate  repeat,  and  this  had  been  so  far  frcnn 
allaying  the  ezoitement,  that  now  gentiemen 
ecnne  forward  and  teU  us  that  the  excitement  la 
increased;  therefore,  it  woold  be  perfect^ 
nugatory  to  «>  round  the  same  cirde  agwn. 
To  him  (Mr.  B.)itappeared  that  (he  meet  jhm^- 
ficatory  oourse  to  be  pnrsaed  was  to  act  aa 
hitherto,  and  to  Iqr  the  motion  to  receive  upm 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pbbston  said,  once,  perhaps,  there  waa 
a  time  when  these  petitions  might  have  been 
received ;  now,  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  receive 
them.  It  is  stated  that  the  excitement  has  in- 
creased. Though  the  doors  of  Oongress  had 
been  thrown  open,  and  they  had  boon  heard, 
yet  tha  fire  is  i^read  wider,  and  is  spreading 
wider  and  wider.  IVhy  so  ?  It  is  Mdd  beoansa 
the  ri^t  of  petiticming  is  vidated ;  mn  it 
not  for  tliia,  we  are  toll  that  the  exdtnnait 
would  have  died  away.  Bat  this  assertion  Is 
in  face  of  the  fiaot  that  ti^ie  right  of  petition 
was^ven  and  secured  to  the  petitioners.  We, 
the  ^uth,  said  at  the  time  that  the  concession 
would  lead  to  more  concessions,  and  so  it  has 
proved ;  this  fire  is  not  put  out^  but  is  kindled 
worse  and  worse.  We  went  as  for  as  we  coold 
go,  for  the  si^e  of  peace ;  we  gave  an  amnesty, 
we  received  their  petitions,  and  they  are  not 
satisfied.  Now  we  say  nulla  teatigia  retror' 
wm,"  we  must  now  go  a  step  further,  instead 
of  going  backward,  and  do  now,  as  ought  to 
have  bwn  done  then,  namdy,  shut  altogether 
the  doors  of  Oongress  ag^nst  them.  Haa  the 
South' no  sensibilities  and  prelndioes  to  be  oon- 
radered !  Has  the  Nwth  only  in^ndice^  and 
feelings,  and  conscience,  to  be  taken  into  ow- 
aideration,  and  have  we  nonet  If  yon  con- 
sider their  views,  will  yon  not  ronse  as !  Will 
you  not  interfore  with  them,  for  foar  of  irritat- 
ing them ;  and  abaU  no  snob  regard  be  p^  to 
nst 

Bnt  the  period  for  aygnment  with  these  peo- 
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pie  ia  past  Tliej  donand  yoo  to  adopt  their 
principles  and  polio;'.  Tbe  ^sonseion  of  these 
matters  vas  not  agreeable  to  him,  (Mr.  F.)  He 
thoogbt  fbat  if  Oongress  does  not  proteot  the 
Soatb,  it  will  be  obliged  to  proteot  itself.  "What 
the  Sooth  wants  is  peace ;  let  not  this  qpestion 
ibe  let  in  to  light  ap  tiie  torch  of  discora.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  sbonld  not  resort  to  disonfidoo,  bat 
to  measures,  to  acts,  for  the  protection  of  the 
SoQth.  The  Sonth  mnst  be  protected,  and  he 
was  disposed  to  do  it  i^nietl;  if  possible ;  bnt, 
if  not,  be  woold  aaj,  with  great  emphaffls,"  we 
Till  protect  oorselTes." 

Mr.  OuTHBBBT  woidd  not  now  Bpeak  of  bis 
re^d  to  the  Union ;  the  attachment  of  gentle- 
men to  the  Union  had  been  fnlly  iUnstrated. 
But  what  were  the^  now  told  ?  That  a  cert^ 
mode  ot  maintoining  the  rights  of  the  Soath 
woidid  overtora  those  rights ;  that  a  mere  errw, 
ilk  pcnnt  of  order,  was  to  destroy  the  lights  of 
the  Sonth.  Was  this  language  to  be  held,  that 
Bontiieni  rights  rested  on  so  frail  a  basis  that 
the  lightest  error  wonld  overtnra  them  ?  7or 
the  Union  Mr.  0.  was  not  so  moch  alarmed  as 
others ;  there  was  a  disease  in  the  body  politic, 
which  wonld  hare  its  coarse;  bnt  ^e  Tims 
woold  work  oat  in  time.  This  disease  had  been 
imported  from  Europe,  and  eBpeoially  from 
Sogland.  Mr.  0  said  lie  was  astonished  at  tbe 
remarks  of  a  gentleman  of  so  soand  sense  and 
eztensire  Information  as  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr,  Datis.) 

Mr.  PiKBOS  ooncnrred  with  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Fubtok,)  in  the  opinion 
that  no  Tslnable  end  was  to  be  attdned  by  dis- 
oosrion  here  npon  this  deeply  agitating  subject. 
He  rose  merely  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
notion  to  lay  tbe  question  of  reception  on  the 
table  might  mA  be  renewed.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  reception,  and  tiiat  qnesUon  he  det^red 
to  meet  distinctly,  and  unembarrassed  by  any 
other  motion. 

Mr.  Ola.t  said  be  would  concur  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia,  if  the  Senate,  by  persisting  in 
their  past  course,  could  prodnce  the  same  cum- 
ness  in  the  country  which  it  had  done  among 
themselTeB,  But  it  was  much  more  important 
that  the  country  should  be  qniet  than  the  Ben- 
ate.  Mr.  0.  had  asked  wheuier  the  excitement 
3iad  been  increased,  and  by  what  causes ;  with 
the  view  to  ascertain  if  any  thing  oould  be 
done  by  the  Senate  to  allay  the  ezdtement,  and 
render  the  people  quiet  and  happy.  The  reply 
was,  that  the  excitement  was  extending,  and 
ohioSy  by  the  impression  that  the  great  renub- 
lioan  ri^ht  of  petition  had  been  assailed,  wnich 
the  petitioners  chose  to  assert,  by  acting  with 
those  with  whom  they  really  had  no  sympathy. 
Mr.  0.  preferred  that  the  two  classes  of  peti- 
tioners should  be  separated,  to  deprive  the 
abolitionists  of  the  advantage  of  mixing  their 
peculiar  objects  with  other  matters. 

The  petitions,  Mr.  0.  said,  wece  first  to  be 
received ;  but  was  this  all!  Was  hot  thiB  nn- 
derstood  to  imply  deliberation  on  the  questitm  1 
The  cold,  rimple  act  of  reoepti(»i,  followed  by 


an  instant  rejection,  amounted  to  not  receiving^ 
and  mnst  pve  color  to  the  charge  that  it  is  a 
sabstantiai  denial  of  the  right  of  petition.  It 
had  been  said  that  this  was  not  a  case  for  argu- 
ment. Not  a  case  for  argument  1  What  was 
it  tiiat  lay  at  the  very  bottom  of  all  Oar  free 
institutions?  Ailment,  inqoiry,  reasoning, 
consideration,  deliberation.  We  were  a  reason- 
ing people,  and  it  was  our  greatest  boast  that 
we  possessed  reasoning  powers  capable  of  com- 
prehendiug  the  various  subjects  relating  to  a 
free  Government.  Mr.  C.  thought  tbe  best 
coarse  was  to  receive  these  petitions,  and  refer 
them  to  the  Committee  for  the  Distinct,  to  act 
on  them  as  they  pleased ;  and  if  the  country 
should  not  then  be  quiet,  let  them  make  a  re- 
port, embodying  with  the  argument  the  various 
mcts  relating  to  tbe  subject  several  of  which 
Mr.  0.  enmnffl-ated. 

Mr.  Gbdkdt  expressed  his  regret  at  the  views 
of  the  Senator  frcon  Kentucky.  For  two  years 
past  the  Swate  had  pursued  the  coarse  of  lay- 
mg  the  questions  relating  to  these  petitions  on 
the  table.  Daring  that  time  there  hod  been 
littie  or  no  discussion  in  that  body ;  and  it  was 
the  discussion  in  Congress  that  was  doing  more 
mischief  on  the  snbject  than  any  thing  else.  If 
the  coming  in  of  the  petitions  was  to  be  pre- 
vented, how  could  it  be  done  t  By  preserving 
silence  upon  them.  Every  time  the  petitioners 
observed  discussion  in  Connvss,  they  were  en- 
couraged to  proceed ;  but  if  tbe  Senate  pernst- 
ed  in  the  coarse  to  which  they  had  sometimes 
adhered,  their  hopM  would  be  oat  off.  But  if 
this  course  were  now  abtmdoned,  they  would 
say  that  the  Senate  had  been  driven  to  change 
their  ground,  and  they  would  consider,  it  as  a 
gain  on  their  part.  And  oould  an  abler  report 
be  made  on  the  subject  by  any  committee  than 
that  by  the  Select  Committee  of  which  Mr. 
FiNOENKT  was  chairman !  And  had  that  pro- 
duced any  effect!  Gentiemen  said  no:  the 
excitement  was  increasing.  And  could  the 
Senate  prodnce  any  effect  by  a  report !  No : 
it  would  give  the  petitioners  hope  that  tiiey 
would  finely  prevail.  Mr.  G.  would  vote  to 
receive  the  petitions,  because  he  qneBti<aied 
whether  a  contrary  vote  might  not  abridge  the 
right  of  petition.  Bat  he  hoped  that  for  the 
sue  of  teaching  these  people  that  this  sublect 
must  not  be  interfered  with,  they  would  be  lud 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHotm  s^d  he  believed  that  the  course 
proposed  by  Mr.  Cut  was  calculated  the  most 
of  all  to  produce  an  excitement.  If  a  single 
step  was  yielded,  the  fanatical  spirit  would  be 
reanimated  with  new  excitement ;  and  those, 
therefore,  who  so  yielded,  incurred  a  fearful 
responsibility.  Mr.  C.  despaired,  as  far  as  the 
Northern  part  of  the  country  was^  concerned 
on  the  question  of  ebolitiou.  It  was  interwoven 
wiUi  the  political  condition  of  the  North,  in 
the  nature  and  state  of  parties ;  and  it  would 
run,  and  most  run,  into  their  strug{^es  for  State 
ascendency.  It  was  Impossible  to  prevoit  its 
having  a  ocmtrcd  over  the  poUtioal  parties  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OV  GONQBESS. 


661 


to  SsM.] 

the  North.  The  great  mass  of  Northern  peo- 
ple believed  that  mia  Sonthem  institalion  was 
radioally  wrong.  The  fMolt  would  be  this: 
that  abolition  effwts  wonld  bej^n  with  the  low- 
est grades  of  aooiety,  and  by  gross  misrepre- 
sentations,  but  it  wcniid  go  upward  and  spread ; 
and  Ur.  0.  told  a  ctistuigaished  Senator  four 
years  ago,  wlule  diaoasBing  another  rotiject, 
that  the  gpitit  of  abolition  would  firing  ap  in 
the  North,  and  however  mnoh  and  others 
like  him,  were  opposed  to  the  doctrine,  it  would 
one  day  spread  so  as  to  drive  him  from  pablio 
life,  or  compel  him  to  yield  to  its  dictates. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  insisted  that 
receiving  petitions  implied  considering,  discuss- 
ing, deciding  npon  them.  Bat  in  what  situa- 
tion wonld  all  this  pot  the  Sonthem  States  f  It 
wonld  convert  the  nails  of  Congress  into  places 
for  the  discussion  of  abolitiw.  Ur.  0.  did  not 
ask  how  the  N(nth  wonld  be  affected ;  his  ob- 
ject was  to  keep  the  Sonth  luUted  on  this  snb- 
ject,  with  a  sosoeptlbility  always  alive.  They 
must  first  preserve  UioiumItm,  for  this  was  a 
qnution  involving  the  very  existence  of  the 
whole  Sonth.  Their  next  object  was  to  pre- 
serve the  Union ;  and  there  was  no  other  course 
for  them  to  do  this,  but  by  a  nnited  and  firm 
resistance  to  these  encroachments;  and  the 
earlier  the  better,  for  the  conntiy  was  sounder 
to-day  than  it  wonld  be  to-morrow,  and  de- 
lay would  leave  It  to  proceed  frota  worse  to 
worse. 

Hr,  0.  expressed  these  sentiments  on  no  seo- 
tional  ground :  he  wonld  prevent,  by  what  he 
had  BUggested,  the  destruction  of  tiie  Union. 
The  measure  proposed  by  Mr.  Olat,  he  thought, 
would  fail  of  its  object,  and  he  oonudered  the 
revove  mode  the  best. 

Hr.  Out  sud  be  looked  to  the  whole  Union, 
But  he  had  no  suoh  despondencies  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Sonth  Carolina,  as  to  the  effects  of 
the  slave,  or  other  conceivable  qnestion, 
on  the  Union.  He  had  no  fears  for  the  Union ; 
hat  he  had  a  desire  to  tranquillize  every  part, 
and  give  no  jost  cause  of  complaint  to  any  por- 
tion. The  qaestion  was  not  the  same  as  to 
slavery  in  the  District  and  slavery  in  the  States. 
Bat  what  qnestion  was  that  in  human  affairs, 
so  weak  or  so  strong,  that  it  ooold  not  be  ap- 
proached by  argument  and  reason }  This  coun- 
try wonld,  in  every  emeigenoy,  appeal  to  its 
eiuightened  Jndgment,  and  its  epint  of  union 
and  Iiarmony,  and  the  ^>peal  woidd  not  be  im- 
■oocessftil.  Mr.  C.  remembered  that,  when  the 
pabUo  mind  was  sick  with  discussions  on  the 
late  war,  he  had  said  to  an  innstrioas  man, 
now  no  more,  "  We  most  ttop  tills  everlasting 
discnsraon,  this  endless  diplcnnaoy ;  let  ns  go  to 
work,  and  appeal  to  the  valor  of  our  country- 
men to  Bustahi  OS ;  no  other  alternative  is  left 
us."  Bat  he  replied,  in  his  calm  uid  ^gnified 
way — "Hr.  Cult,  recollect  our  institutions 
rest  on  pnblio  opimon,  on  reasoning  and  argu- 
ment" 

Hr.  0.  had  no  fbars  fbr  the  TTnltm ;  and  if 
the  Senator  from  Booth  Carolina  would  pn^oaa 
Vou  XTTT. — H 


a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  that  the 
mui  who  expressed  a  doubt  in  regard  to  its 
stability  should  be  immediately  callra  to  order 
and  stopped,  it  would  obtain  hi«  (Hr.  Cut's) 
hearty  conourrenoe.  The  Union  wonld  last,  he 
hoped,  forever.  Mr.  Cs  olject  was  merelj  to 
preserve  the  Union  in  its  true  mirit;  and  Hpa- 
rate  fanatidsm  from  thwe  who  were  ospa- 
ble  of  listening  to  reason.  Let  us  show  oar 
reasons,  and  then,  if  we  fall,  we  shall  at  least 
have  acquitted  ourselres  of  onr  duty.  The 
best  coarse  was  that  pursued  by  the  Govem- 
ment  down  to  two  years  ago,  in  which  these 
petitions  were  often  sent  to  the  District  Com- 
mittee, and  there  allowed  to  sleep ;  or  as  was 
sometimes  done,  followed  by  reports. 

Hr.  CALHomr  s^d  there  were  oases  in  which 
reasoning  and  argument  were  both  absurd  and 
cowardly.  If  a  man  should  ofdl  him  a  rogue, 
should  he  stop  to  aigne  the  pofaitf  Thwewere 
things  which  were  to  be  met,  m>t  with  reasoiip 
ing,  Irat  with  instant  indiguftm.  Suppose  a 
P|etiti<»i  were  sent  here  to  burn  the  mannfiK^ 
ries  of  the  North,  would  the  Senator  stop  to 
reason  about  such  a  petition  t  Or  that  the  pn^ 
erty  of  the  rich  should  be  glyen.  to  the  poor ; 
would  he  reawm  about  that? 

The  petitions  proposed  abolition  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  oat  on  what  ground !  That 
Congress  were  bound  to  receive  petitions  in  all 
cases,  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  themJ  Bat 
if  they  were  bound  to  do  ao  in  regard  to  the 
District,  Hr.  0.  would  ask  the  Senator  if  the 
same  rule  wonll  not  hold  in  reference  to  the 
States.  Were  they  bound  to  receive  petitions 
for  abolition  in  the  States?  [Hr.  0.  waited  for 
a  reply.]  If  not^  be  resnmM,  then  the  ri^t 
did  not  exist  at  all.  The  universal  sentiment 
with  the  abolitionists  was,  that  abolition  in  the 
District  was  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the 
States.  Every  abolitionist  would  say  so.  The 
first  stc^  would  be  in  the  District;  the  next 
wonld  be  to  destroy  the  trade  between  the 
States,  making  the  slaves  serfb  to  the  boU  ;  and 
then  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  States,  Whet,  then,  would  be 
the  situation  of  the  South?  Congress  would 
then  discuss  their  right  to  property  guaranteed 
to  them  by  the  consntution,  and  the  Southern 
man  who  wonld  permit  it  thus  to  be  drawn 
into  discussion,  sacrificed  the  rtehta  (tf  the 
South.  Hr.  0.  was  in  &vor  of  ue  Union  as 
much  as  others ;  but  unlike  the  Senator  trom. 
Kentucky,  he  was  not  in  fovor  of  silenoe,  when 
he  saw  danger  ^proaching. 

Hr.  Cut.  Ilie  Senator  had  pat  extreme 
cases.  He  might  jtast  as  well  have  supposed 
the  abolition  ot  tdie  Christian  religion,  as  the 
abolition  of  slavery  oat  of  the  District.  But 
did  he  not  see  tiiat  his  argument  went  against 
receiving  all  petitions,  as  much  as  Ur.  Cut's 
was  in  tavor  of  receiving  all  without  distino- 
tion  ?  The  power  of  Congress  to  abolish  slav- 
ery in  the  District  was  believed  to  exist,  and 
OoDgress  had  determined,  by  thdr  aothm,  that 
it  was  ri^t  to  receiTe  petitiona  oa  the  mlflAot,. 
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uatioD  of , the  price  of  the  public  hmds,  find  further 
md  more  ^fochial  proruioits  to  prevent  intniHtaiB 
horeafter.  bdnlgence  to  thoee  who  have  settled  on 
tlwse  lands  with  expectations  that  post  legislation 
vould  be  made  a  rule  for  the  future,  and  at  the  same 
time  removing  the  most  plau»ble  ground  oa  which 
intrusions  vere  excused,  and  adopting  more  efficient 
means  to  prevent  them  hereafter,  appear  to  me  the 
most  jodidous  diapontioa  whidi  can  be  made  of  thk 
difficult  sulgect.  The  limitations  and  restrictions  to 
guard  against  abuses  in  tiio  execution  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law,  will  necessarily  attract  the  careful  attention 
of  Cotureas ;  but  umier  no  circumstances  is  it  con- 
ridereife^>edient  to  authorize  floating  claims  in  any 
riiape.  They  have  been  heretofore,  and  doubtieaa 
vonld  be  hereafter,  most  prolific  sources  of  fraud  and 
oppresrion,  and  instead  of  operating  to  confer  the 
&VCW  of  the  Oovemment  oa  industrious  settiers, 
are  often  used  only  to  minister  to  a  spirit  of  cupid- 
ity at  the  expense  of  the  most  meritorious  of  that 


The  accompanybg  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
will  t»ing  to  your  view  the  state  of  the  Army,  and 
•11  the  Tuious  subjects  confided  to  the  superintend- 
enoo  of  that  officer. 

The  principal  part  of  the  Anny  hat  been  concen- 
trated in  Elovida,  with  a  view,  and  in  expecta- 
tion, of  Mi^inff  the  war  lo  that  Territory  to  a 
qieedy  close,  '^e  necessity  o!  stripping  the  posts 
on  tiie  maritime  and  inland  frontiers  of  their  entire 
guriscms,  for  the  punKwe  of  assembling  in  the  field 
m  imv  of  less  thni  four  tbonsand  men,  would  seem 
to  indicate  the  neceadty  of  increasing  our  r^jular 
fiiraes;  and  thenperior  efBdency,  as  wdl  as  greatiy 
(fiidi^ahed  eraense  of  that  desmption  of  troops, 
recommend  this  measure  as  one  of  economy  as  well 
as  of  expediency.  I  refer  to  the  report  for  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
urge  the  reorganizatiw  and  enlargement  of  the  staff 
of  the  Anny,  and  of  the  ordnance  corps,  in  which  I 
fiiUy  concur. 

u  is  not,  however,  ctnnpatible  with  the  intotest  of 
the  people  to  maintain,  in  time  of  peace,  a  r^ular 
force  adequate  to  the  defence  of  our  extenuve  fron- 
tiers. In  periods  of  danger  and  alarm,  we  must  rely 
prindpolly  upon  a  well-organized  militia ;  and  some 
general  arrangement  that  will  render  thia  descriptimi 
offbraemote  effiden^  has  long  been  a  BnlHectof 
anxious  soUdtade.  It  was  reoommoided  to  ue  first 
Congress  by  General  Waahingtoo,  and  has  been  unce 
ftequentiy  brought  to  your  notice,  and  reoentiy  its 
importance  stnuigly  urged  by  my  immediate  prede- 
cessor. The  provision  of  the  constitution  that  renders 
it  neccBuaiy  to  aiapi  a  uniform  system  of  Mganiza- 
tton  for  the  militia  tluNM^bout  the  United  Statea,  pra- 
Mnte  an  insurmountable  obstade  to  an  etBdent  ar- 
rangement by  tiie  classification  heretofore  proposed, 
■na  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  pUa  which  will  he 
submitted  by  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  for  the  oiganiza- 
tion  of  volunteer  corps,  and  the  instruction  of  militia 
officers,  as  more  ^ple  and  practicable,  if  not  equally 
advantageous,  as  a  general  arrangement  of  the  whole 
miUtia  of  tiie  United  SUtes. 

A  moderate  increase  of  the  corps,  both  of  military 
and  topographical  engineers,  has  been  more  than 
once  recommended  by  my  predecessor ;  and  my  con- 
viction of  the  propriety,  not  to  say  necessity,  of  the 
measure,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  vari- 
ous and  important  doties  imposed  upon  tiiem,  In- 
duoea  me  to  repeat  the  recommendation. 

Tbt  Miliary  Academy  continues  to  answer  all  the 


purposes  of  its  establishment,  and  not  only  fumiibea 
well-educated  officers  to  tiie  Army,  but  serves  to 
cUfRise  throughout  the  mass  of  our  dtisena  Individ^ 
uols  poBsessra  of  military  knowledge,  and  the  scienti- 
fic attainments  of  civil  and  military  engineering.  At 
present,  the  cadet  is  bound,  with  consent  of  bis 
parents  or  guardians,  to  remain  in  service  five  years 
from  the  p^iod  of  Us  ^ilistmoit,  unless  sooner  dis- 
duiged;  thug  exacting  only  one  jear'a  service  in  tho 
Army  after  Us  education  is  oomfJeted.  This  doea 
not  aiq>ear  to  me  sufficient.  Govemm^t  ought  to 
command  for  a  longer  period  the  services  of  those 
who  are  educated  at  the  public  expense ;  and  I  re- 
commend that  the  time  of  enlistment  be  extended  to 
seven  years,  and  the  terms  of  the  engagement  sbictiy 
enforced. 

The  creatipn  of  a  nataooal  foundry  for  cannon,  to 
be  common  to  the  service  oi  the  Jumy  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  heretofore  rooom- 
mended,  and  appears  to  be  required  in  order  to  placo 
our  ordnance  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  other 
countries,  and  to  enable  that  branch  of  the  service  to 
control  the  prices  of  those  articles,  and  graduate  the 
supplies  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  as  well  as 
to  regulate  tbdr  quality  and  ensure  their  onlforadty. 
The  same  reasons  induce  me  to  iec<»nmend  the  ereo> 
tion  of  a  manu&ctory  of  gunpowder,  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Ordnance  office.  The  establishment 
of  a  manttfact(»7  of  small  arms  west  of  the  All^iany 
mountains,  upon  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  will  oontrUiute  to  extend  throughoiU  that 
country  the  improvements  whidi  exist  in  cstabliah- 
ments  of  a  similar  deaoription  in  the  Atlantic  States 
and  tend  to  a  much  more  economical  ^utribution  oi 
the  armament  required  In  the  western  portion  of  our 
Union. 

The  system  of  removing  the  Indiana  west  of  the 
Kisatasippi,  conunenced  by  Mr.  Jefferon,  in  1804, 
baa  been  steadily  persevered  in  by  every  succeeding 
Freddent,  and  may  beconadered  the  settied  pdicy. 
of  the  oounb7.  Unconnected  at  first  with  any  well- 
defined  system  for  their  inqvovement,  the  induce- 
ments  held  out  to  the  Indians  were  confined  to  the 
greater  abundance  of  game  to  bo  found  in  the  West; 
but  when  the  benefici^  effects  of  their  removal  were 
made  ^)parent,  a  mora  philanthropic  and  enlightened 
polu?  was  adi^ited,  in  puduuing  tbdr  lands  east  of 
the  Miflsisripid.  liberal  jHiceB  were  glTen,  and  pro* 
viaioDB  inierted  in  all  the  treaties  with  them,  far  the 
application  of  the  fUnds  they  recdved  In  exchange^ 
to  such  purposes  as  were  best  calculated  to  promote 
their  present  wdfare,  and  advance  thdr  future  dTll> 
ization.  These  measures  have  been  attended  thus 
far  with  the  happiest  results. 

K  will  be  aeeti,  by  referring  to  the  report  of  th« 
Commiadouer  of  IniUan  Affurs,  that  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  friends  and  promoters 
of  this  system  have  been  realized.  The  Choctaws, 
Cherokeea,  and  other  tribes  that  first  emigrated  be- 
yond the  Uisdeslppi,  have,  for  the  most  part,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  become  cultivators  of 
the  soil.  The  Improvement  in  thdr  condition  has 
been  rapid,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  are  now 
fitted  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  sim^  form  of 
government,  which  has  been  submitted  to  them 
and  received  their  sanction;  and  I  cannot  too 
strongly  urge  this  subject  upon  the  attention  of 
Coneress, 

Stipulations  have  been  made  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes  to  remove  them  beyond  the  Miseissim)i,  ex- 
cept with  the  band  of  the  Wyandotts,  the  Sx  Ksp 
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ti<HU  to  N«w  Yoi^,  th«  Henomoneea,  Mm  dans  and 
fitookbridgea  in  Wisconsin,  and  Uiamies  in  In- 
diana. With  all  but  the  Henomonees,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  arrangements  for  their  cmigradon  will 
be  completed  the  present  year.  The  resiatanoe 
'  iriiieh  has  been  opposed  to  utdr  removal  by  some 
«f  tiie  tribes,  enn  after  treatiei  had  been  made 
with  them  to  that  effect,  has  arisen  from  tbtIous 
eanses,  opwating  diflbrently  on  each  of  then.  In 
most  instances  they  have  been  instigated  to  resist- 
aooe  by  persona  to  vhom  the  trade  with  them  and 
the  aeqawtion  of  their  annuities  vere  important; 
and  In  some  by  thtf  personat  inflnence  of  interested 
efaieft.  These  obstades  must  be  overcome ;  for  the 
Oovemment  cannot  re^quish  the  execution  of  this 
policy  without  sacrifidng  important,  interests,  and 
abandoning  the  tribes  renuuiung  east  of  the  Uisals- 
Sippl  to  certain  destruction. 

The  decrease  in  numbers  of  the  tribes  williia  the 
Dmita  of  the  States  and  Territories  has  been  most 
raidd.  If  they  be  removed,  they  can  be  protected 
from  those  associstiona  and  evil  practices  which 
exert  BO  pernicious  and  destructive  an  influence 
over  their  destinies.  Tbey  can  be  induced  to 
labor,  and  to  acquire  property,  and  its  acqui^on 
will  impire  them  with  a  feeling  of  independence. 
Their  tmnds  can  be  cultivated,  and  they  can  be 
taught  the  value  of  salutary  and  nniform  laws,  and 
be  made  sensible  of  the  bles^ga  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  capable  of  enjoying  its  advsatages.  In 
the  possesion  of  property,  knowledge,  and  a  good 
government,  free  to  ^ve  what  direction  they  please 
to  tbeir  labor,  and  sharers  in  the  legislation  by 
which  tbeir  persona  and  the  profits  of  tbeir  indus- 
try are  to  be  protected  and  secured,  they  will  have 
an  ever-present  conviction  of  the  Importance  of 
nnfon,  of  peace  among  themselves,  and  of  the 
preservation  of  amicable  relations  with  us.  The 
bterests  of  the  United  States  would  idso  be 
greatly  promoted  by  freeing  the  relations  between 
&e  General  and  State  Governments  from  what  has 
proved  a  most  embarrasung  iDcumbrance,  by  a 
■atls&ctory  a^ustmeot  of  confiicting  titles  to  lands, 
caqsed  by  the  occupation  of  the  uidians,  and  by 
caufdng  the  resources  of  the  whole  country  to  be 
developed  by  the  power  of  the  State  and  General 
Govemmenta,  and  improved  by  the  enterprise  of  a 
white  popnlatlon. 

Intimately  connected  with  this  sabjeet  is  the 
obligation  of  the  Government  to  folfii  its  treaty 
stipulations,  and  to  protect  the  Indiana  thus  as- 
sembled "at  their  new  nridenoes  from  all  intei^ 
raptions  and  disturbances  from  any  other  tribes 
or  nations  of  Indians,  or  from  any  other  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,"  and  the  equally  solemn  obU- 
gation  to  guard  from  Indian  hostility  Its  own 
border  settlements,  stretching  along  a  line  of 
more  than  one  thousand  miles.  To  enable  the 
Oovemment  to  redeem  this  pledge  to  the  Indians, 
and  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  its  own  citi- 
zens, will  require  the  continual  presence  of  a  con- 
dderable  regular  force  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  chain  of  permanent  posts.  Ex- 
aminations of  the  country  are  now  ma)dng,  with  a 
view  to  decide  on  the  most  soitable  points  for  the 
nection  of  fortresses  and  other  works  of  defence, 
the  results  of  which  will  be  presented  to  you  by 
the  Secretaiy  of  War  at  an  early  day,  together 
with  a  plan  for  the  effectoal  protection  of  friendly 
Indians,  and  Haa  pmnuent  defbnoe  of  the  frtmtier 


By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
herewith  conunnnicaced,  it  appears  that  unremitted 
exertions  have  been  made  at  the  different  navy 
yards,  to  carry  into  eflect  all  antboriied  measuzes 
for  tho  extendon  and  employment  of  oor  naval 
fbrce.  The  launching  and  preparation  of  the  sidp 
of  the  line  FeDDsylvania,  and  the  complete  repairs 
of  the  ships  of  the  line  Ohio,  Delaware,  and  Co- 
lumbus, may  be  noticed,  as  forming  a  respectable 
addition  to  thia  important  arm  of  our  national 
defence.  Our  commerce  and  navigation  have  re- 
ceived increased  aid  and  protection  during  the 
piosent  year.  Oor  squadrons  In  the  Pacific  and  on 
the  BrulUau  station  have  been  much  increased, 
and  that  in  the  Mediterranean,  althou{^  small,  la 
adequate  to  the  present  wants  of  our  commerce  In 
that  sea.  Additions  tiave  been  made  to  our  Bquad> 
ron  on  the  West  India  station,  where  the  large 
force  under  Commodore  Dallas  has  been  most 
actively  and  efficiently  employed  in  protecting  our 
commerce,  in  preventing  the  importation  of  naves, 
and  in  co-operating  with  officers  of  the  army  in 
carding  on  the  war  in  Florida. 

The  satisfiustory  condition  of  our  naval  force 
abroad  leaves  at  our  disposal  the  means  of  conven- 
iently providing  for  a  home  squadron,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  upon  onr  extenuve  coast 
Tho  amount  of  appropriations  required  for  such  a 
squadron  will  be  found  In  the  general  estimates  ftw 
the  naval  services  fbr  tiie  year  18S8. 

The  naval  officers  engaged  upon  our  coast  survey 
have  rendered  important  service  to  our  navigation. 
The  discovery  of  a  new  channel  into  the  harbor  of 
Kew  York,  urough  which  our  largest  ships  may 
pass  without  danger,  must  afibrd  important  com- 
mercial advant^^  to  that  buboi^  and  add  greatiy 
to  its  value  as  a  naval  station.  The  aceorata  sur- 
vey of  George's  shoals  off  the  coast  of  Uassaohn- 
setts,  lately  completed,  will  render  comparativdy 
safe  a  navigation  hitherto  considered  dangerous. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  sur- 
geons, and  assistant  sni^ona,  in  the  Navy.  These 
additions  were  rendered  necessary,  by  the  increased 
number  of  vessels  put  in  commisBion,  to  answer  the 
exigencies  of  our  growing  commerce. 

Your  attention  is  respectflilly  invited  to  the  va- 
rious suggestions  of  the  Secretary,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  tiie  naval  service. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  exhibits 
tlie  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service. 
Tlie  operations  of  the  Post  Offlos  Department  eon- 
stitnto  one  ot  the  most  active  elements  of  our  na» 
tional  prosperity,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  observe 
with  what  vigor  they  are  conducted.  The  mail 
routes  of  the  United  States  cover  an  extent  of  about 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy'^even  miles,  having  been  increased 
about  tfatrtyHMven  thousand  one  hundred  and  three 
miles  within  the  last  two  years.  The  annual  m&il 
transportation  on  these  routes  is  about  thirty-six 
millions  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles,  having  been  in- 
creased about  ten  millions  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-ux  miles 
within  the  same  period.  The  number  of  post  offices 
has  also  been  increased  from  ten  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  to  twelve  thousand  and 
ninety-tdne,  very  fbw  of  which  receive  the  nutils 
less  wan  once  m  week,  and  a  large  portion  of  them 
daily.  Contractors  and  postmasters  in  general  are 
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represented  as  sttending  to  their  duUes  with  most 
commendable  zeal  and  fidelity. 

Tbt  revenue  of  the  Department,  within  the  jrear 
ciidhig  on  the  thirtieth  June  lut,  wu  fiw  oiilUona 
one  hundred  and  tUrt  j-eeTen  tbouaand  and  fifty- 
rix  dollarfl  and  flfly-nine  cents ;  and  its  llabDitiea 
accHUng  within  the  same  time  irer«  throe  milHonfl 
three  bandred  and  eighty  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven  dollars  and  seTcnty-flve  cents.  The 
increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the  preceding 
year  was  seven  hundred  and  eight  thousand  one 
hundred  and  dxty-slz  doUvs  "id  forty-one  cents. 

Vat  many  interesting  detdls  I  reftr  yoo  to  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  with  the  accom- 
panying paper.  Your  partlcubr  attention  la  in- 
vited  to  the  necesdty  of  providing  a  more  safe  and 
convenient  building  for  the  accommodation  of  that 
Department. 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  reports  submit- 
ted in  parsoance  of  »  call  made  by  me  npou  the 
heads  of  Departments,  for  such  suggestions  as 
theh^  flxperieilce  might  enable  them  to  make  as  to 
what  further  legislative  provisions  may  be  advan- 
tageously adopted  to  secure  the  faithful  application 
of  public  moneys  to  the  ol^ects  for  which  they  are 
appropriated ;  to  prevent  their  misapplicadon  or 
•mbendement  by  those  intrusted  with  the  expen- 
diture of  them ;  and  generally  to  increase  the  se- 
onii^  of  the  Government  agunst  losses  in  their 
disbursement.  It  is  needless  to  dilate  on  the  im- 
portance of  providing  such  new  safegoards  as  are 
within  the  power  of  legislation  to  promote  these 
ends ;  and  I  have  little  to  add  to  the  recommenda- 
tions submitted  in  the  accompanying  papen. 

By  hiw,  the  terms  of  service  of  our  most  im- 
portant coQecthig  and  disbondng  oObxn  la  the 
clvn  departments  are  limited  to  four  years,  and 
when  reappointed,  thehr  bonds  are  required  to  be 
renewed. 

The  safety  of  the  pubUo  is  mnch  increased  by 
this  feature  of  the  law,  and  there  can  tw  no  doubt 
that  ils  application  to  all  oEOcen  entmated  with  the 
eelleoUon  or  disbnrsemflnt  of  the  pnblie  vumej. 
vrhaterer  may  be  the  tenure  of  their  ofBiOM,  would 
be  equally  beneflcIaL  I  therefore  recommend,  In 
addilton  to  sach  of  the  sui^^estioas  presented  by 
the  beads  of  Departments  as  you  may  tUnk  useful, 
a  general  providon,  that  ail  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Navy,  or  in  the  Civil  Department,  entrusted  with 
the  TCodpt  or  payment  of  public  money,  and  whose 
term  of  serrice  is  either  onllmited  or  for  a  longer 
time  than  four  years,*  be  required  to  give*  bonds, 
with  good  and  sufBcIent  snreUei,  at  the  e:qdratIon 
of  every  such  period. 

A  change  In  the  period  of  terminating  the  fiscal 
year,  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  .^Hril, 
Dss  been  frequently  reeommended,  and  tipptan  to 
be  dedmble. 

The  distressing  casualties  la  steamboats,  wUch 
ban  80  ftequently  happened  during  tha  year,  seem 
to  evince  the  necesdtj  of  attempting  to  prevent 
them,  by  means  of  severe  protons  connected 
with  their  castom-house  papers.  This  subject  was 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  his  last  aunoal  report, 
and  will  be  again  at  tiie  present  aesdon,  with  addi- 
tkmal  detidlB.  It  will  donbOess  Nodve  that  eariy 
and  careful  comddenUon  which  Its  pressing  im- 
portance ^)pear8  to  require. 

Tomr  attention  has  heretofore  *been  fteqnentiy 
«dled  to  11h  aflUn  of  Uw  DIttriot  of  Oobml^ 


and  I  should  not  again  ask  it,  ^d  not  their  entAr* 
dependence  on  Congrea  give  them  a  constant 
claim  npon  its  notice.  Scnaratod  by  the  cuBiti- 
tutiott  from  the  rest  of  the  Uidon.  Untitedin  extent, 
and  idded  by  no  Legislatue  m  Its  own,  it  wouU 
seem  to  be  a  spot  where  a  wise  and  uniform  system 
<^  local  government  might  have  been  easily  adopt- 
ed. TUs  District,  bowever,  nnfortunately,  baa 
been  left  to  linger  behind  the  rest  of  the  Union  ; 
its  codes,  civil  and  criminal,  are  not  only  very  de- 
fective, bat  flill  of  obsolete  or  inconvenient  pro- 
visions ;  being  formed  of  portions  of  tif  o  States, 
discrepancies  in  the  laws  prevail  in  different  parts 
of  the  territory,  small  as  it  is ;  and  althmigh  It  was 
selected  as  the  seat  of  the  General  Goveromeat, 
the  site  of  lu  public  edifices,  the  depository  of  its 
archives,  and  the  residence  of  officers  Intrusted 
with  large  amounts  of  poblic  property,  and  the 
management  of  pnblio  bnsinesBi,  yet  it  has  never 
been  subjected  to,  or  reedved,  that  spedaL  and 
comprehensive  legidsUon  vUeb  these  clreum- 
stances  pecoliariy  demand.  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
various  subjects  of  greater  magnitude  and  imme- 
diate interest  that  press  themselves  on  the  coniid- 
eration'of  Congress;  hot  I  believe  there  is  not 
one  that  aiq)eals  more  direotiy  to  its  justice  than 
a  liberal,  and  evtm.  generous,  attention  to  the  Inter- 
esu  of  the  District  Cohmibia,  and  a  thorough 
and  eareftd  levUon  of  Its  local  goremment. 

U.  TAN  BUREN. 

WASHtHGToir,  Pee.  Sth,  188T. 

Five  tbonsand  oopiee  of  the  UeesAge,  and  fi£- 
teen  hundred  copies  of  the  aocompaDying  doea- 
mentfl,  were  ordered  to  he  pHnted. 

J>eath    Senator  Sent. 

Mr.  OiAT,  of  Kentn<^7,  rose  and  said,  that 
in  the  absence  of  the  only  snrriTing  Senator 
from  Maryland,  (whose  dnty  it  wonld  have  been 
to  have  annoonced  the  demise  of  his  coUeacae,) 
the  melancholy  task  wonld  devolve  upon  him, 
of  detailing  to  the  Senate  what  already  was  hnt 
too  well  known,  to  wit :  tiie  lamented  death 
of  Governor  Kmrr,  who  expired  on  the  24th 
of  last  month,  aged  69  years.  Mr.  O.  feeUokly 
and  eloqaeot^  aUnded  to  the  long  friendship 
that  had  subsisted  between  hims^f,  and  the 
distingDished  deceased,  and  spoke  of  bis  serrices 
to  his  own  State,  in  her  Legislature,  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive chair,  &c.,  all  which  stations  he  bad  fill- 
ed with  consummate  ability,  and  with  general 
satisfaction  to  the  people.  No  one,  Mr.  0. 
maintained,  had  ever  bronght  into  the  pnblio 
connoils  more  int^rity  of  purpose,  or  a  greater 
share  of  strong  dTscriminating  sense.  It  was 
true  he  seldom  spoke  in  debate,  bnt  when  he 
did  it  was  always  to  the  purpose,  without  being 
ambitions  of  the  ornament  of  langnage. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  Mr.  C.  entered  pnblio 
life  with  the  deceased  in  the  Eoose  of  Bepre- 
sentstives,  unce  which  Inief  space  of  time  how 
many  things  had  ooourred,  how  many  questions 
arisen,  that  were  supposed  would  shake  the 
Confederacy  to  its  vety  centre  t  Still  he  was 
gratified  to  find  that  the  stars  and  stripes  floated 
trinmphMitlT,  and  tiie  camtrj  was  marching 
<Hiward  to  Itt  high  destiny,  imchecJted.  in  its 
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oareer.  3lr.  O.  ftdverted  to  the  private  worth 
of  hb  deOMaed  friend:  Lis  mansioa  was  the 
seat  of  generoiu  hoapitalitj,  and  bis  heart  ever 
replete  with  kindness ;  his  loss  was  not  only  to 
Maryland,  to  the  Seni^  but  to  the  conntry  at 
lat^  and  to  none  more  than  the  people  of  this 
District,  whose  firm  and  zealoos  friend  he  had 
ever  been,  all  of  whom  would  recollect  the 
thrUling  appeal  made  in  their  behalf,  not  sixty 
days  ago.  His  place  would  soon  again  be  filled 
—ably  and  respectably  filled ;  but  no  snccessw 
conld  bring  a  purer  heart  or  sounder  head.  It 
now  only  remained  for  them  to  discharge  the 
lut  meumcholy  dntdea  dne  to  departed  worQi ; 
for  which  purpose,  he  woold  Introdace  the  fol- 
lowing resoltmtms : 

RaolMd,  That  In  tokm  of  respeot  for  the  mem- 
orj  of  tbe  Hon.  J.  Kkmt,  of  Harylaod,  the  Senators 
wear  crape  on  the  arm  for  thirty  days. 

JiMo/wi^  Tliat  tbe  Senate  do  pov  a^oam. 

"Which  resolnUons  were  onanimunaly  adcqtted. 


HOUSE  OF  REmKBXNTATIVB8> 

TuBiuT,  Deoember  5. 

The  annuel  HenaM  of  the  Praddoit  was  re- 
odved  by  the  hancb  of  bis  private  aecvetary^ 
AMtATTAH  Yav  Bmtmr,  Esq. 

Mr.  Hatnzb  moved  that  it  be  committed  to 
a  Qommtttee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  stato  of  tbe 
Union,  and  that  fifteen  thousand  copies  thereol^ 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  and  five 
thousand  copies  witiiout  tiie  documents,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Honae ;  which  resdalaon  was  agreed  to. 


IN  BBHATS. 

MomiAT,  Deoember  11. 
Messrs.  Batibi>,  Buooles,  and  Sfskoe,  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Bobbins  moved  that  the  OHiJB  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  direct  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  LibraiT'  of 
Congress;  and  Messrs.  Btanna,  AllbV|  and 
Wall,  were  appointed. 

TmsDAT,  December  13. 
lb.  OniBBBBT,  from  QeOTSP%  took  his  seat 


HOUSE  OF  RKPREBENTATITEB. 

TmsDAT,  December  IS. 
JiiolUion     Skmery  in  the  DUtriet  of 
Cohmbia, 

Mr.  JtniM  presented  a  petition,  prayiiK  for 
the  abolition  of  Blftvoi7  and  the  slaTe-traM  in 
the  District  of  Ckdnmbia,  and  moved  tiiat  it, 
and  the  petidoos  presented  by  himself  and  col- 
leagues at  the  late  special  session  on  ^  same 
Bul^ect,  embracing  upwards  of  50,000  signers, 
be  referrred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
ot  Columbia,  with  iostractions  to  consider  koA. 
report  thereon. 

Jir.  Wisx  moved  to  lay  that  motiom  on  the 
tsUe. 
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Mr.  Pom  adied  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oo 
that  motion ;  whloh  were  ordered,  and  were : 

,TaAS. — ^tfessrs.  Alexander,  Anderscm,  Atherton, 
Aycri^,  Beime,  Bell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldio, 
Brodhead,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoun,  CambreleDg, 
Wm.  R  Campbdl,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Cbamben,  Cbaoey,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cllley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Craig,  Cniry,  Crockett,  Cuehmao,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
DeOruT.  Dromgofrie,  Edwards,  Ewing,  Fairington, 
Fairfield,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Ghdsoo,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hionmond, 
Hamer,  Hazlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Ilflynea, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R, 
U.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Eling- 
ensmitb,  Lawler,  L^re,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Uu* 
lory,  Bfartin,  Haury,  Hay,  UcKay,  A.  UcCleDan,  Ho- 
Clore,  MaElm,  H ^fee.  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhtenbeig,  UmraT,  Noble,  Palmer,  Fearce, 
Pennybacker,  Petiikin,  Phelps,  Plomef,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Rhett,  lUves,  Robertson,  Ramsey,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  0.  Shepaid,  Oiielda,  %eplor,  &nith, 
Snyder,  Southnte,  fencer,  Stanly,  Steward,  Stone, 
Stratton,  TaliiSerro,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Iltos,  Toucey, 
Tomey,  Underwood,  TiUl,  Tanderreer,  Wagener, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  L.  Williams,  ^eirod 
WiUiama,  J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Worthington,  and  Tell— 186. 

Nats. — tfesBis.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brooson, 
Wm.  B.  Calhomi,  ChUds,  Corwhi,  Cranston,  Cortii^ 
Cashing,  Darlington,  Daiies,  Duncan.  Dnnn,  Everett, 
R  Fletcher,  FlDmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Haiper,  Eastings,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hofibian,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Kilgoro, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  Robert  Mo- 
CSellan,  McKennan,  MiUigan,  M.  Morris,  Bamael  W. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Qf^e,  Parker,  Pai^ 
tnenter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Udgway,  RosmU,  Shel^  OUqr, 
Stade,  I^Uin^iast,  TOland,  Webster,  E.  WUttleiey, 
Thofl.  T.  Whittlesey,  and  ToAe— YO. 

"Vbe.  Adams  presented  several  other  petitacms 
from  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  etc,  on  the 
same  subject,  and  made  the  same  modons  of 
refisrenee,  which  were  severally  laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Ht.  Wise. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  another  of  the 
same  tenor. 

Ur.  Lawlbb  raised  the  preliminary  qnestioa 
of  reception,  which  was  decided  by — ^yeas  14^ 
nays  60. 

80  the  petition  was  received. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Bivbb  was  called, 
he  inquired  of  the  Chair  tiie  effect  of  this 
motion  prevailing. 

The  Chaib  relied  that  it  left  the  petition  at 
the  diraositicai  (tf  the  -Honse.  , 

Ur.  Bivn  said  then  he  should  Toto  for  the 
reception,  in  order  to  ^ve  tiiis  petititm  the 
same  di^KMitirai  as  hM  been  «vea  to  the 
others,  viz.,  laying  them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WisK  e^Ioined,  tiiat  the  reason  he  had 
not  originally  raised  the  question  moved  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  was,  that  the  ques- 
tion Jnst  deluded  had  alruihr  been  dedded  sp 
cften  hy  the  Honse^  hy  Sonttiem  as  wdl  as  by* 
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7%e  HeptrngtHg  RetoltOum, 


IZSVB  COKO. 


Northern  members  voting  to  receWe  abolition 
petitions.  It  was  for  that  reason  he  had  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  of  reference  on  the  table, 
for  he  was  detennined  to  meet  the  question  at 
every  step  where  it  coold  be  met.  Mr.  W. 
asked  the  ^ntleman  from  Massachosetts  to  in- 
dade  all  his  petitions  in  one  motion. 

Ur.  Adams  said  he  could  not  assent  to  It 
He  then  presented  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
<tf  davery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Cnnmit- 
tee  on  the  Territories. 

TSr,  Wm  moved  to  laj*  that  motim  on  the 
table. 

Hr.  Adams  asked  for  the  jreas  and  najs; 
irhidi  were  ordered;  and  wer&— jeas  127, 

IK  BZXTATB. 
WsDinsDAT,  December  18. 
Hessrs.  Black  and  South abd  took  their  seats. 
The  Hon.  Wusoir  LiTMFxnr,  Senator  elect 
from  Georgia,  and  the  Hon.  A.  H.  fiKTix&  Sen- 
ate elect  from  Arkansas,  were  qnalifled  aod 
took  their  seats. 


Thcbbdat,  Deo^ber  14. 
7%e  Ezjmnging  MetoluHtm, 

Ur.  Batabd  said  that  at  the  last  regular 
aes^on  of  Congress  he  had  presented  the  reso- 
lution of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  against  the  defiioemoit  (tf 
the  Jonmal  br  what  has  been  commonlr  called 
the  Eicpungmg  RetoUuion,  and  at  that  time 
nva  notice  that  he  Aonld  at  the  ensnlng  ses- 
sion,  and  so  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
Jiere,  contend  agunst  that  measure.  WheQ  he 
gave  that  notice,  appearances  were  much 
arainst  the  probabltitj  of  sacoess,  bat  the  dawn 
of  a  brighter  and  better  daj  had  broken  npon 
ns,  which  led  him  to  hope  the  accomplishment 
of  his  porpose  was  near  at  hand.  The  Senator 
ftom  Pennsylvania  (Ur.  Buohanas)  had,  in  the 
benevolence  of  his  feelings,  when  he  (Mr.  Bat- 
abd)  annoonccd  his  intention  of  Introducing  a 
resdndiiiff  resolaUon  at  the  last  aim&iaa^  ex- 
pressed ma  hope  that  he  might  Hve  to  see  its 
adoption ;  meiiiing,  no  doubt,  to  bestow  npon 
him  a  lengthened  term  <tf  ezisteiiee,  if  not  an 
immortality,  in  the  same  spirit  of  ccnnplaissnce 
in  which  a  Spaniard  wishes  you  may  live  a 
thousand  years.  But,  Ur.  B.  aaid,  he  should 
be  very  sorry  to  have  his  life  out  short  as 
speedily  as  it  was  now  probable  that  event 
would  oocor. 

The  resolution  he  presented  was  to  rescind 
the  expnnpng  resolution,  without  professing  to 
express  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  origi- 
nal resolution  of  1684.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table^  and  printed ; 
namely : 

Whereas,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States^  hi  the 
tturdSD  ti  ita  fimctfons,  aa  a  ddibsfttlre  ananbly. 


did,  on  the  S8th  day  of  March,  1834,  adopt  fte  fol- 
lowing resolution ; 

'  Katoivtd,  That  the  Preddent,  tn  the  late  Execu- 
tive prooee^ngs  in  rdatian  to  the  revenue,  has  aa- 
mmed  upon  wmaelf  authority  and  power  not  cod> 
ferred  t>y  the  constitation  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both." 

And  whereas,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  day 
of  January,  183Y,  the  Senate,  In  referenoe  to  the 
above  resolution,  adopted  anoUier  as  follows : 

'^Jietolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  Journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  ttte  Senate 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  Journal  ot 
the  session  of  1888-4  into  the  Senate,  and,  In  the 
presence  of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in 
strong  letters,  Uie  words  following :  Expunged  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  this  16th  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1887." 

And  whereas  tbq  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
expressly  requires  tlut  each  House  of  Congress  shall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  meaning  Munbj 
to  preserve  a  futhful  and  permanent  record  of  those 
proceedings: 

And  whereas  the  Senate  <d  the  United  States,  in- 
dependently of  its  l^islative,  executive,  and  judicial 
foncUoDs,  baa  the  inherent  right,  as  a  deUbaiUive 
assembly,  to  express  its  opinions,  which  can  be  done 
only  by  resolutions : 

And  whereas  its  opinions,  when  thus  expressed, 
become  part  of  its  proceedings,  of  wiiich  we  con- 
stitution provides  that  a  permanent  record  shall  be 
kept: 

And  whereas  the  resolution  of  the  16tfa  of  January, 
1887,  siul  the  act  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in 
compliance  with  it,  was  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, inasmuch  as,  in  contemplation,  it  destroyed, 
and  m  fact  defaced,  the  record  of  the  proceedings  to 
which  it  refers  :  wherefore, 

Ruolvtdt  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1887,  commonly  called  the  expunging  resolu- 
tion, be,  and  the  same  is  herd>y,  rescmded,  and  shall 
forever  hereafter  tie  held  as  uaught;  and  that,  In 
all  future  publications  of  that  portion  of  the  Journal 
which  contains  the  resolution  of  1888-4,  and  in  all 
copies  wtiich  may  hereafter  be  made  of  the  same,  for 
any  official  or  li^al  purpose,  the  sud  resolution  of 
1888-4  shall  be  pubMicd  and  copied  as  it  was  orig- 
inally ottered  npon  the  swd  Journal,  without  any 
notice  irti^ever  oS  the  si^teiBcriptlon,  wlildi  wsa 
erroneously,  Irrcgulariy,  and  unoonstitntitmally  made, 
in  pursuance  of  the  resohitiw  of  tiie  16th  of  Jan* 
naty,  1887. 

Ur.  BuOHASAir  aud  the  Senator  firom  Dela- 
ware must  desiro  a  very  long  existence  in  this 
vale  of  tears,  if  he  expected  to  live  until  what 
was  a^ed  by  the  resolution  was  adopted.  The 
Senator  has  been  pleased  to  say  he  would  not 
be  willing  to  die  so  sooo.  He  oert^nly  wished 
the  Senator  long  life  and  prosperity;  but  to 
remain  until  his  aim  was  accomplished,  would 
be  to  render  him  miserable,  unless  he  feasted 
on  the  Uedean  herb  to  renovate  his  youth  The 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allude  to  the 
dawning  light  which  he  foncies  is  beginning  to 
glimmer  on  Atspolitical  prospects.  I  admit  (sidd 
Vx.  B.)  that  there  have  been  some  few  dark 
dkmda  in  ew  Northern  horiaon ;  but  we  turn 
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iVom  them  to  the  hrilliant,  saimy  Bkies  of  the 
South,  where  lUl  is  bright  and  cheering.  The 
gentleman  and  hia  friends  are  enoonraged^  I 
Koow,  and  I  am  willing  thej  should  hope  on, 
having  no  disposition  to  throw  obstaclefl  in 
the  wa;'  of  their  anticipations;  bat,  unless  I 
am  more  mistaken  then  I  ever  was  in  all  my 
Hfe,  there  vill  oome  a  frost,  a  nippiiuc  frost— 
[Here  some  Senator  obBerved  "  a  kuliDg  "]— 
well, " a  killing  " firast,  that  wiU  blight  alltheir 
ftir  orop  of  hopes.  .1  shonld  not  have  made 
even  this  short  rep^,  if  the  gentleman  had  not 
alluded  to  a  quaint  remark  of  mine,  made  at 
^e  last  aesaion. 

MosDAT,  December  18, 
Mr.  CaimouKj  took  his  seat 

Anti-Tt»a»  Aniuaation  PittiUm, 

Hr.  Waix  presented  a  memorial  from  twelve 
tnen  and  thirteen  women,  remonstrating  ag^nst 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

AboUtiim  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  the  petition  of  116  la- 
dles of  Gloacenter  county,  New  Jersey,  priy- 
iiu  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Colombia. 

Ur.  Olay  said  that  it  was  manifest  that  the 
snbject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  extending  itself  in  the  pobUc  mind,  and 
daily  engaging  more  and  more  of  the  pubUc 
attention.  He  bad  no  hesitaUon  In  saying  that 
Oongresa  om^t  not  to  do  what  was  asked  by 
the  petititmers  without  the  consent  €lt  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  of.  Odmnhia.  He  waa  de- 
sirous of  inquiring  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  or  any  other  conversant  with  the  snb- 
ject, whether  the  feeling  of  abolition  in  the 
abstract  waa  extending  Itself  in  their  respective 
States,  or  whether  it  was  not  becoming  mixed 
up  with  other  matters — such,  for  instance,  in 
the  belief  that  the  saored  right  of  petition  had 
been  assailed.  It  became  the  daty  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  inquire  into  this  bndneaa,  and  understand 
the  aabject  well 

There  were  many,  no  doaht,  of  these  peti- 
tioners, who  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  slavery 
■hoold  be  idmliahed,  thai  were  contending  far 
what  they  understood  to  be  a  great  coufuta- 
tional  right.  Would  it  not,  then,  under  this 
Tlew  of  the  subject,  be  the  best  course  to  aU^ 
excitement,  and  endeavor  to  calm  down  and 
tranquillize  the  public  mind? 

Ur.  Wall  sua  he  did  not  bdieve,  so  far  as 
his  State  was  concerned,  that  the  feeling  for 
abolition  was  on  the  increase ;  but  he  did  be- 
lieve the  subject  was  mixed  up  with  the  right 
of  petition :  many  of  the  petitioners  believing 
that  right  waa  invaded  by  the  manner  in  which 
these  memorials  were  treated.  He  thought  if 
this  matter  had  been  in  the  onset  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  ai^ 
a  report  made  therefr(un»  (aonoUoned  bj  the 
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Senate,)  calmly  expreesuDg  the  feeling  of  the 
j^erioan  people,  that  there  wonld  have  been 
no  farther  trouble. 

Mr.  Caxhoun  Bud  he  had  foreseen  what  this 
subject  would  come  to ;  he  knew  its  origin,  and 
that  it  lay  deeper  than  was  supposed.  It  grew 
out  of  a  spirit  of  fenatioism,  which  was  d^y 
increa^iw,  and  if  not  msA  in  limine,  would  by- 
and-by  di^lve  this  Union.  It  waa  pardcnlarly 
our  doty  to  keep  the  matter  out  of  the  Senate, 
out  of  the  halu  x>f  the  National  L^islature. 
These  fanatics  were  interfering  with  what  they 
had  no  righL  Grant  the  reception  of  these 
petitions,  and  you  will  next  be  asked  to  act  on 
them.  He  was  for  no  conciliatory  course,  no 
temporizing ;  instead  of  yielding  one  inch  he 
would  rise  in  opposition,  and  he  hoped  every 
man  from  the  South  woold  stand  by  him  to  put 
down  this  growuig  evil.  There  was  but  one 
question  that  would  ever  destroy  this  Union, 
and  that  was  involved  in  this  {Hinoqile.  Yea : 
this  waa  potent  enough  for  it,  aixd  must  be  early 
arrested  if  the  TJniiui  waa  to  be  preserved. 

Ur.  SwiR  oaid  he  liad  been  utnuted  with 
vuions  memorials  of  a  similar  diaracter-  to 
this ;  and  he  therefore  felt  called  on  to  say  a 
few  words.  When  these  petitions  were  refer- 
red, as  was  the  former  practice,  to  ihe  Commit- 
tee for  the  District,  there  was  very  little  excite- 
ment on  the  subject.  There  was  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  some 
thinkiDg  tiiat  slavery  in  the  District  ou^ht  to 
be  abolUhed  by  Congress,  and  others  thinking 
differently ;  but  from  the  moment  that  the  pe- 
titions were  refused,  to  the  present  time,  the 
excitement  had  been  oontinnally  inareaang^ 
And  the  petitioners  were  not  the  miaeraue 
&natics  which  Hm  Senator  fimn  South  CaroUna 
supposed ;  they  were  among  the  most  intelfi- 
gent  and  respectable  of  the  community. 

Ur.  BoANB,  oi  Yii^oia,  said,  that  warm, 
ardent,  and  strong  as  were  all  his  feelings,  and 
fixed  as  was  hia  opini<m  on  this  snbject,  he 
should  perhaps  not  have  opened  his  lips  on  the 
present  most  unexpected  occasion,  but  for  the 
relation  he  happened  to  bear  towards  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia^  to  which 
it  is  proposed  to  refer  this  whole  subject.  It  is 
one  of  vasi  importance,  involving  the  dearest 
rights  and  interests  of  millions  of  our  citisena, 
and  perha^  the  XJiAoa  of  these  States.  A 
oommittee  ruaed  to  take  charae  of  the  local 
c(mcems  of  the  people  of  this  District  is  not,  I 
humbly  apprehend,  the  stdtable  committee  for 
such  a  subject.  That  committee  was  not  con- 
stituted with  reference  to  qnestioos  of  such 
magnitude  and  extensive  bearing;  and  I  do 
trust  that,  should  this  body  unfortunately  agree 
to  receive  and  refer  these  petitions,  with  a  view, 
as  we  are  informed,  to  have  a  calm,  deliberate, 
and  fiill  discussion  of  their  merits,  they  will 
send  them  to  some  oUier  committee— nay,  raise 
a  special  committee,  composed  of  gentlemen 
who  have  the  talent  and  the  taste  for  such  dis- 
cussion; for  I  take  this  occauon  to  say  that, 
neither  iu  committee  nor  elsewhere,  will  /  ever 
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tion  of  its  powers  m,oo0  the  Statoa ;  and  that  no 
dumge  of  opii^on,  or  leeling,  on  foe  put  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  it,  oan  Jnsttfr 
them  or  their  dtizens  in  open  and  HTBtemattc  attaclu 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  its  overthrow ;  and  that  all 
Boch  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutual 
and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  other, 

S>en  by  tM  States,  re^tectirely,  on  enteriiw  into 
e  QODStitatiaiiBl  oompai^  wbidi  formed  the  Union, 
and  u  sneh  Is  a  msmeet  breadi  of  ^th,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  most  solemn  obligationfl,  moral  and  re> 
lig^oos. 

5.  Retolved,  That  the  intenneddling  of  any  State  or 
States,  or  their  ddzeca,  to  abolish  slavery  fn  this 
IHstrict,  or  any  of  the  Territories,  on  the  ground, 
or  under  the  pretext,  thai  H  isinunotal  or  ainfiil; 
or  the  passage  of  any  act  or  measore  of  Coogress, 
with  that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dan^erons 
attack  on  the  institntioos  of  all  the  slave-holding  States. 

e.  Jittolved,  That  the  u^on  of  these  States  rests  on 
an  equality  of  rij^ts  and  advantages  amoiw  its  mem- 
bers ;  and  that  whatever  destroys  that  equuity,  tends 
to  destroy  the  Union  itself ;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  all,  and  more  eq>ecially  of  this  body,  whidi 
nqroiBQts  the  Statei  In  their  qiipontte  ouad^,  to 
resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  between  the  SteUa 
in  ext«ullng  the  benefits  of  the  Government  to  Uie 
several  portions  of  the  Unicm;  and  that  to  refaae 
to  extend  to  the  Bouthcm  and  Weston  States  any 
advantage  which  would  tend  to  strengthen,  or  rendCT 
them  more  secure,  or  increase  their  limits,  or  pop- 
nktioa  by  the  anneiatkm  of  nev  territorj  or  States, 
on  the  asaompticm  or  under  the  pretext  that  the  in- 
stHntbm  of  Blarery,  as  it  exists  among  them,  is  im- 
moral,  or  stoftil,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  would  be 
contrary  to  that  equality  of  rights  and  advanta^ 
which  the  constitution  was  intended  to  secure  alike 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Union,  and  would.  In  effect, 
disfranchise  the  dave-holding  States,  withholding  from 
them  the  advantages,  while  it  subjected  them  to  the 
bnrthens,  of  the  Government.* 

Hr.  Pbsbtok  remarked  that  his  feeUngs  in 
regard  to  the  so^ect  of  the  resolnticNois  vere 


•  Tboaa  molntioiu,  and  Qia  dtlMte  to  wUob  Oar  pre 
riM,  and  tke  modUUattoBS  which  tbaj  nudorwent,  aad  the 
final  Ttf^  apoa  then,  oowtltate  the  moat  important  pi«- 
cMdlag  on  the  sntject  of  abvor^  which  haa  ever  taken 
plaoe  In  Congreaa  Tb«r  were  framed  to  dedare  the  whole 
power  ot  CoDgreM  upon  the  subject^  and  were  preaentad 
tar  a  "teat"  vote^  and  aa  the  ltatun**jila(f1»rm'' and  "per- 
mofMnl  MfffawiMil*  of  the  law  on  tba  ilavetr  quutlon. 
Tbo  flnt  km  letated  to  tha  8tatM^  and  the  rights  of  Blavory 
In  tbetn  under  the  goataatM  of  the  eoottltntkm.  The  fifth 
related  to  the  Slitilct  of  Colnmbla,  and  to  the  Tenttorr  of 
Florida,  (that  being  the  only  nlave  terrltorj  then  In  the 
TTBion,)  ati  placed  the  abolition  of  ilaTeTjr  therein  in  the 
handa  of  Congreai,  bnt  forbid  high  e^tedlent  reasona 
These  flro  reaolatkou  wet*  ad^ted,  with  modUoaUone : 
Um  dzth  WIS  zqiMtod,  at  looking  to  the  aaneaatloa  ct 
Texas,  and  tending  to  ibraetall  actlooi  on  that  qnettlon.  Th« 
toll  debate^  aa  prepared  bf  tbo  tpeakua  thomaelvea,  followi 
after  flwoorrent  report  of  each  d^^proceedlngi;  and  while 
fta  whtde  debate  poaaeaMS  great  interest,  that  of  the  11th  of 
Jannarj  retains  the  greatest,  as  ahowlng  tho  nnanlmitjr 
ot  the  speaken  on  the  Ulssonrl  Compromise  Act,  and  espe- 
0UII7  Hr.  Calhona's  volnntarf  deelaistton,  that  he  was  for 
It  at  tho  time,  bnt  had  slnoe  changed  his  opinion  on  acooont 

tha  eneonnicwneBt  which  It  ptvo  tba  AhoUtloaiita 
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in  ftill  onison  with  those  of  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
QALHomi,)  but  firom  the  simple  reding,  bo 
ooold  bat  gather  the  aentiiueats  they  contained 
in  an  abgtraot  form.  Yet  he  wonld  suggest  the 
propriety  of  some  dd^  in  the  aoUon*  <tf  the 
Senate  theretm ;  as  the  rea61atto»  from  the 
State  of  Vermont,  shortl  j  to  be  offimd  by  the 
Senator  from  that  State,  might  bring  the  sabjeet 
forward  in  a  more  applicable  fomi,  and  antiid- 
'  pate  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  the  resolntimu 
jost  offered.  It  bod  been  some  years  since 
remarked  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
time  had  gone  hj  when  legislatioD,  by  means 
of  resolutions,  would  be  snfflcient  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  conntiy  on  a  sabject  so  vitiUly 
important  He  was  still  of  the  same  opini<»i. 
The  settlement  of  mere  abstractions  of  princi- 
ples will  never  answer  the  desired  end.  These 
remarks  he  had  made  lumtilj  to  remind  the 
Senate  that  it  had  bem  his  intention,  and  was 
so  still,  to  bring  the  matter  forward  In  some  more 
foroible  and  effective  form  at  a  ftttnre  day. 

ICr,  Oakbouk  did  not  feel  disposed  to  await 
any  actim  on  the  Vermont  resolutions.  He 
was  prepared  to  act  now;  and  as  the  resoln- 
tiona  jost  offered  contained  the  whole  gist  of 
the  matter  at  issue,  he  saw  no  necessity  for 
ftirther  delay. 

Tife  iBotion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OP  RKPRKamTTATrVBa 

WxDinaDAT,  December  27. 
Mimimj^  Election. 

The  Bfbakbb  said  he  had  had  plaoed  In  his 
hands  a  oommnnication  from  Messrs.  S.  8.  Pren- 
tiss and  T.  J.  Wood,  claiming  seats  as  Be[ve- 
sentatives  from  the  State  of  Misfflssippt. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Eleotions. 


ZSr  SENATE. 

THDBBIU.T,  Beoembor  28. 

Mr.  Calhouii?$  SmlvHma. 

Hr.  Calboun  said,  in  calling  up  these  reso- 
lutions, it  was  not  his  intention,  at  the  present 
time,  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  their 
merits  or  demerits,  but  merely  to  repel  such 
ot^ectiona  as  might  be  ui^ed  agunst  them. 
The  resolutions  spoke  definitely,  and  to  all 
pohits,  for  themselves.  This  ooufederaor  cxm- 
nated  of  free,  sovereign,  and  indep^dent  State^ 
each  vested  with  supreme  and  indisputable 
rights  t  Some  there  were,  however,  who  oon- 
sidered  this  a  great  National  BepnbUo,  made 
op  of  individuaTs,  with  rights  common  to  all ; 
of  this  ctass  might  be  deemed  the  party  termed 
Abolitionists,  iu  the  North.  It  was  the  ol^ect 
of  these  resolutions  to  bring  forward  the  facts, 
and  display  them  in  their  true  light.  He 
wished  the  deep  deliberation  of  every  Senator, 
as  he  desired  to  make  the  question,  on  their 
r^ection  or  adoption,  a  tat  question.  All 
present,  every  Senator,  vitfaoat  exception,  had 
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oonfeased  himself  oi^KMWd  to  the  Iknatieal  doc- 
trine of  abolition ;  yet  the  Sonth  had  no  rally* 
log  point  on  which  to  stand;  and,  althoa^ 
their  measures  were  justified  by  a  great  portum 
<^  the  Korth,  yet  there  was  among  them 
another  party,  zealots  in  the  cause  of  Aboli- 
tion, ohiuiog  aload  under  the  sacred  right  of 
petition.  Many,  donbtlesa,  were  drawn  into 
that  snare,  who,  in  the  first  instance,  were 
eotuervatiee  in  their  views.  Whatever  might 
be  the  divernty  of  opinion,  of  this  great  coon- 
try,  (HI  other  points,  on  the  matter  now  at  issue 
no  one  coald  disagree.  These  lesolations^  if 
adopted,  would  present  ground  whm  all  eoold 
stand,  and  express  thdr  real  opioioia  without 
trenching  on  or  affecting  the  risfats  on  other 
points.  With  regard  to  the  right  of  slavery, 
his  opinion  was  unalterable,  and  he  held  it  an 
insult  to  have  his  rights  attaoked  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  hoped  the  Senate  would  take  suffi- 
cient time  to  discuss  calmly  the  subject,  and 
that  each  Senator  would  egress  his  individual 
opinion. 

He  did  not  desire  them  to  pass  by  a  bare 
m^ority ;  he  wished  them  to  pass  by  a  unani- 
BUKts  vote;  be  that  as  it  might,  however,  he 
would  r^wat  what  he  had  before  s^d,  that  he 
wished  it  to  be'eonddered  a  tttt  qumUon.  If 
these  invpontions  were  rejected,  the  S«iate 
wlU  have  said  to  the  South  "  come  here  no 
longer  for  protection;"  by  sndi  a  vote  tiie 
Senate  would  legalize  a  continuance  of  these 
assaults.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  adopt- 
ed, it  wonld  be  a  holy  pledge  of  that  body  to 
protect  it  from  further  aggression ;  but  if  post- 
poned or  eluded,  it  would  be  inoontrovertible 
evidence  of  the  unwillin^ess  of  the  Senate  to 
express  an  opinion ;  and  consequently  must  be 
oousidered  a  silent  aoquiesoenoe  in  the  insulta 
offered  to  Southern  rights  and  Southern  feel- 
inm.  If  adopted,  they  would  have  a  salutary 
emot  in  tranqailUiinff  the  pabUo  xbind.  He 
looked  to  these  resolationa  to  create  an  awaken- 
ing qiirit  hi  the  oonntry  in  fitror  oP  tiie  ooisti- 
totion.  The  idea  that  tins  Bepnblio  was  made 
np  of  one  great  a^p-egate  of  individuals,  tended 
to  increase  the  zeal  of  these  fiuuttios,  and  a 
more  rapid  niread  of  their  doctrines.  The 
remedy  must  be  found  in  the  promulgation  of 
posite  doctrines;  and  until  this  course  was 
opted,  we  could  look  for  nothing  but  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  importunities.  When  the 
Bepublio  was  in  danger,  he  must  look  to  State 
rights,  (the  only  true  conservative  priuoiples,) 
and  on  this  depended  the  preservatioH  of  the 
Union;  and  any  other  view  most  prove  fatal  to 
its  peace. 

Mr.  Fnnnnr  made  a  short  re^.  His  ob- 
jection to  the  introdootiim  of  toe  resolnttcnu 
was,  that  they  allowed  ground  for  diacnsnon; 
and  that  the  subject  ought  never  to  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  halls  of  the  L^ialative  Assembly, 
was  always  to  be  taken  for  granted  by  ue 
Sonth.  Again :  what  -would  abstract  propo- 
sitions of  thia  nature  effiaetf  Be  had  them  in 
file  decdogoei  but  did  th^  perent  oriinet 
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Ur.  Ste^nob  said  that  no  measure  oould  bo 
oon^ored  ehild's  pli^  when  wives,  ohildrenf 
propertyj  all  that  was  dear  to  man,  was  at 
stake.  Oould  he  be  otherwise  than  excited 
(said  Mr,  8.)  when  this  subject  is  brought  on 
the  tapis  t  He  felt  sorry  that  the  resoTutiona 
had  been  introduced ;  it  was  true  he  had  been 
consulted,  but  his  mind  had  not  yielded  assent, 
because  he  was  of  opinion^tbat  the  South  always 
lost  ground  by  discofisirai,  and  be  wished  to 
avoid  it  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  sonL 
When  a  mem<nial  had  been  presented  from  the 
Grand  Jury  oi  tins  District,  praying  that  slaverr 
might  not  be  abolished  tn  the  District  of 
Oolnm^  he  had  voted  agfUnst  the  printing 
of  that  memorid,  rimply  because  he  did  not 
wish  the  question  to  go  before  the  world.  If 
the  Korth  seta  us  the  example  of  excitement^ 
why  did  we  follow  it !  So  far  as  he  was  oon- 
oemed,  he  agreed  with  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
resolutions,  but  still  did  not  think  them  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  case.  He 
wBi  opposed  to  their  postponement,  because  it 
would  result  in  a  long  and  protracted  discus- 
sion, in  which  the  Sonth  oould  not  fail  to  he 
the  sufferer.  Let  whatever  action  be  had  upon 
them,  on  this  question,  as  In  all  others  of  mag- 
nitude, the  greatest  good  must  result  from  the 
most  speedy  action. 

The  greyest  ol^ection  he  had  to  the  resolu- 
tions, was  the  danger  of  producing  mischief 
by  the  discusnon — mischief  by  the  excitement 
that  must  necessarily  be  created  in  dipping  into 
these  disquieting  topics.  The  proper  course 
for  the  Sonth,  was,  as  he  had  Imore  observed, 
to  remain  still,  and  pay  no  attention  to  the 
movements  of  tiiese  idle  fanatics.  When  these 
abolition  movements  came  frvm  a  higher  source, 
he  wonld  point  to  the  constitution,  and  that 
under  that  instrument  our  possessions  are  guar- 
anteed. Vermont  he  thwwht  had  degraded 
herself  by  the  adt^ra  of  the  rescdotion^ 
(which  on  a  former  ooeadm,  bad  been  read  in 
the  Saiate,)  and  by  the  presentatifm  of  than 
to  tills  body,  had  forfeited  her  claims  to  respect. 
He  was  wiUmg  to  believe  that  a  majority  of 
her  citizens  were  opposed  to  tiieir  adoption, 
and  that  by  some  £&taitous  circumstances,  her 
Legi^ure  had  become  momentarily  filled  with 
abolitionists!  He  hoped,  for  her  everlasting 
orodit,  that  the  result  of  her  earliest  delibera- 
tions ^ould  be  to  retrace  her  steps,  and  retract 
the  odious  docnment  directed  to  be  presented. 
He  was  dec^edly  In  &vor  of  voting  against  the 
reception  of  all  petitions,  tnemorials,  or  resolu-^ 
tions,  (oome  from  whatever  quarter,)  in  relation 
to  tbe  Buljeot  of  daverr. 

Ur.  BwnT  said  he  had  observed,  that  un- 
pleasant allusions  had  been  made  to  the  resolu- 
tions which  be  had  offered,  and  improper  refieo- 
tions  passed  upon  the  State  of  Vermont.  He 
trusted  gentlemen  wonld  forbear  any  ftirther 
allusions,  either  to  the  documents  or  the  State 
from  which  they  emanated,  during  the  pruent 
disenssion,  and  whioh  was  manifestly  on  a 
diffiarflutaoltleok  He  thought  it  voalfa  be  timo 
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enough  vhen  the  memorial  from  his  State 
shoald  be  brought  before  the  Senate. 

Hr,  CALBovif  sidd  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr,  Strakob)  was  averae  to  the  die- 
eossion  of  this  anbject;  bo  was  every  one  else; 
bnt  he  ought  to  pnach  that  to  the  abolitionists, 
not  to  the  defenders  of  the  sover^gnty  of  the 
States.  Was  it  not  better  to  meet  uie  qoestion 
a  little  offensively  not  to  meet  it  at  all  f 
ITith  regard  to  the  doctrines  of  the  omuttta- 
tioD,  tiSL  might  be  well  aeqnainted  with  tb«a ; 
and  yet  how  were  they  obaemdt  Was  the 
Bcmth  to  sit  atUl  and  see  the  oonsUtotion  trodden 
under  foot,  and  its  {nindples  assidled  ?  Woold 
it  not  be  better  to  try  and  rally  aronnd  that 
body  all  who  were  orthodox  in  their  political 
adherence?  Look  to  the  alien  and  eedition 
law.  Was  that  odions  measnre  d^eated  by 
sitting  BtilJ,  and  qnotiog  the  anthority  of  thie 
eoostitation  ?  Was  it  not  rather  \fj  a  series  of 
brief,  summary,  and  abstract  resolutions  ?  By 
that  stndght-forward,  manly  coarse  we  would 
protect  our  own  rights,  and  at  the  same  time 
show  that  it  was  oar  aim  to  defend  to  the  last 
the  ohartw  handed  down  to  ns  by  our  fortiEi- 
thera.  He  wished  these  nKdutions  1^  no  means 
to  be  oonridered  as  strioUy  a  Sonthem  meas- 
ure. He  hoped  that  the  rote  that  would  be 
siTen  upoD  them,  would  he  a  Northern  and 
western,  as  well  as  Southern  vote. 

The  que^toi  was  taken  on  the  postponement, 
and  carried. 


FsiDAT,  December  29. 
3£r.  WBasTKB  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

iSZoMry— Jfr.  Morriia  SmhOiom.  cffwiter  to 
Mr,  (meuaCt.  . 

Ifir.  UoBsn  offered  some  resolutions,  remark- 
ing tiiat  he  had  prepared  them  by  way  of 
amendment  to  those  offered  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Oalbow.) 
In  drafting  them  he  had,  as  far  as  his  own  opin- 
km  would  permit,  followed  the  text  of  those 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  yet  with  varif^ons 
calotJated,  in  Mis  view,  to  protect  the  right  of 
petition,  the  fi%edom  of  speech,  and  the  Ubor^ 
of  the  press. 

In  offering  the  resolutions,  the  Senator  from 
South  Oarolina  had  thrown  the  ghv^^  and  with 
expressions  of  trlnmph  asserted  that  none  in 
tiie  Senate  ooald  vote,  in  his  opinion,  i^inst  his 
views.  Be,  however,  dared  to  enter  ^e  lists 
rinide-handed,  and  ebjjage  with  him. 

Sr.  OAiHonr  had  ezprened  his  hopes  that 
Ida  proposition  would  meet  with  nnaal  favor 
from  tite  Senate.  He  had  expected  some  trifiiog 
exposition,  but  nothing  In  the  light  of  the  pre»- 
oit  movement.  It  was,  however,  now  decided 
tiiat  no  concession  or  sacrifice  woold  satitffy  the 
opposition.  We  had  here  a  foir  specimen 
the  doctrine  in  ftill  color.  Tes,  here  was  dis- 
played the  absolute  creed  of  the  abolitionists, 
nUy  developed ;  and  ttom  this  he  had  littie 
bope  that  his  datire  to  gemote  the  bannouT^ 


of  the  Union  would  be  gratified,  He^  however, 
sternly  denied  thronghout  the  charges  bron^t 
against  him  by  the  gentleman  who  had  offwsd 
the  Tosolutions. 
A  motiou  to  pint  was  then  agreed  to. 


WmnrBSDAv,  January  8. 

Mr.  Ga3houn^»  ^tohttwtu. 

Vtr.  OAtHonr  saldhe  did  not  rise  with  a  viaw 
to  dIsouBS  t2)6  merits  of  the  doctrines  in  llu 
resolutions,  bottorepel  the  ground assomed bj 
those  opposed  to  than  in  their  peculiar  regard 
for  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  and 
the  taertd  right  of  petition.  Bis  chief  olfject  in 
ur^ng  an  early  action  was,  that  the  groond 
taken  by  these  resolutions  was  distinctiy  differ- 
ent from  that  assumed  by  the  other  side ;  and 
his  main  wish  in  asking  that  the  resolntiona 
from  Vermont  mi^t  be  postpooed,  was  a  de- 
^re  to  meet  them  m  a  manner  which  he  deem- 
ed most  consonant  with  the  duties  he  owed  to 
the  South  aa  an  in^vidual,  and  tiie  rdation  he 
bore  to  the  coantar  as  a  wm  and  ^pflHiwhing 
supporter  vi  the  union.  Efo  had  ronufced  tt 
the  time  the  Yermcnt  rescdntions  wa«  pra- 
sented,  that  if  no  other  monber  called  them 
np,  he  pledged  himself  to  do  so.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  had  consulted  his  own  mind  as  to  tlie 
best  mode  of  meeting  the  momentous  subject, 
and  had  come  to  the  fixed  conclusion  that  the 
resolntiona  he  had  presented  were  the  best  cal- 
culated to  fix  the  ground  on  which  aU  could 
mcfBt,  and  dispassionately  and  sincerely  ccmsult 
the  iiitereats  of  the  whole.  The  resolotjona 
from  Vermont  were  to  have  been  presented  to- 
morrow ;  and  had  he  retwned  his  former  opin- 
itm,  he  would  have  voted  against  th^  recep- 
tion ;  but  th^y,  ooming  frmn  a  soverrign  State^ 
(and  being  himself  the  advocate  of  State  rightsj 
he  should  nrge  a  free  and  ftaU  diseosaloin  eon* 
eeming  them,  as  having  a  higher  claim  tiiaa 
the  petitions  of  infktoated  individuals.  As  an 
advocate  of  State  rights,  he  woold  not  fe^  him- 
self bound  to  vote  agidnst  hearing  these  reaolu* 
titms,  but  aa  a  Southern  man,  fedins  his  dearest 
privileges  ao  dangeronsly  aasuled,  he  could  not 
vote  for  their  reception.  Thus  trammelled  aa 
he  was,  he  felt  unwilling  to  leave  the  field,  and 
in  order  to  obtain  a  ri^t  to  present  his  own 
views,  be  had  prepared  these  resolntiona  as  best 
adapted  for  the  purpose,  by  presentiog  an  an- 
tagonist course.  Hu  wish  was  to  tut  the  en- 
tire rtrength  of  the  Senate  on  the  anl^eot,  and 
to  decide  wbefher  any  neutral  ground  could  he 
adopted,  on  which  to  ral^,  and  check  this  dan- 
gerous and  fktal  dortrine.  It  was  the  one  and 
the  only  one,  as  he  before  observed,  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  endanger  the  UnicMi,  and  tfaia  al- 
ready bad  fmoa  enough  to  shake  our  political 
system  to  its  very  centre.  On  one  side,  there 
was  a  portion  of  tiie  people  of  the  North,  who 
assert  and  iMfaitjdn  that  our  domestic  institu- 
tions are  rinfbl  and  inmiwal.  On  the  other  wa 
claim  our  inatttatioou  as  scoured  to  us  under 
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ttid  oonstitatioii,  whicb  ve  will  not  mffer  ih«n 
to  interCm  with,  and  there  was  the  pdnt  at 
larae. 

Hr.  UoBBD  asked  to  take  the  vote  on  each 
separate  amendment.   The  resolationa  in  them- 


selves were,  to  his  mind,  broad,  sweeping,  and 
denunoiatOT7.  What  was  the  object  of  these 
resolationa?  Was  it  not  that  a  free  discasslon 
on  an  important  question  should  not  only  be 
diaoonntenanced,  but  silenced  hj  a  vote  of  that 
bodj?  They  were  partial  in  their  bearing,  speak- 
ing on  one  ride,  and  not  oa  tiie  othw.  Mr.  M. 
for  one,  did  not  belteve  that  Sontbem  rigfata 
eidited  antagtmistio  to  those  of  any  ol^  por* 
titRL  Whj  talk  of  attacks  on  Soothem  Inter- 
ests and  Sonthem  feeling  ?  Such  sentiments 
might  lead  to  geogr^hical  distinctions,  but 
could  never  lead  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
the  whole  country.  11  r.  M.  profesaed  himself 
a  State  rights  man,  and  had  as  high  a  devotion 
to  the  Union  as  any  one ;  bat  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  views  of  the  Senator,  that  this  Eepub- 
Hc  was  a  Confederacy  of  separate  and  inde- 
pendent States.  He  considered  the  constitu- 
tion to  be  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  people.  Mr.  H.  wished  to  know 
what  the  SnittOT  from  South  Carolina  meant 
by  interftring  with  domestic  policy  f  Would 
that  gentlemui  contend  that  beoanse  he  Qii. 
U.)  talked  of  slavery  in  the  abstraet  as  a  moral 
sin,  that  he  shouM  have  his  rights  abridged  f 
Freedom  of  speech,  of  the  Pi^s^i  aod  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  were  all  sought  to  be  put 
down  at  one  fell  swoop.  If  we  could  not  meet 
together  and  discuss  subjects  and  compare  con- 
ditions with  others,  for  evil  or  for  good,  we 
should,  instead  of  progressing  in  our  high  des- 
tiny, retrc^rade,  and  to  the  merest  ciphers. 

Mr.  AixKir  su^ested  that  it  might  be  as  well 
to  strike  out  the  word  religioia^  as  all  discns- 
uons  in  relation  to  it  were,  in  his  opinktn,  im- 
proper and  not  called  for. 

llr.  Calhovit  Mid  that  the  whole  s^rit  of 
the  leioJation  hinged  upon  Aatwmd. 

Ur.  M(«BiB  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  moral  or  religious ;"  on  which  be  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Pbkston  thought  the  diflknlfy  might  be 
obviated  by  letting  the  resolution  read,  under 
any  pretence  whatever." 

Mr.  Calhoun  objected.  This  spirit  of  aboli- 
tion was  nothing  more  than  that  fSonatioism 
that  had  carried  thousands  of  victims  to  the 
stake.  What  aroused  that  demoniacal  spirit, 
but  the  opinion  that  the  faith  of  one  man  was 
criminal  in  the  right  of  another.  Here  ^e 
Mune  spirit  was  attempted  to  be  rertred,  under 
the  name  of  abolition,  mid  he  trusted  to  the 
good  smse  of  the  nation  to  pat  it  down.  It 
was  impoerible  for  hint  to  oonseiit  to  the  sug- 
gestion o!  his  ooUeagne.  The  South  had  been 
assailed  upon  the  prinolple  that  slaTery  was 
wicked  and  inmionl ;  and  could  we  meet  it 
with  such  a  milk-and-water  measure,  as  that 
"  vrtder  anv  pretext  wAotMM*,**  whi<»i,  to  Us 
mind,  was  depriving  it  <tf  ita  -mrj 


Ur.  BnoHAKAN  would  express  his  opinion  as 
firmly  and  decidedly  as  any  man,  in  relation  to 
the  Bul^ject ;  not  wishing  to  ezoite  prejudices 
in  the  minds  of  any,  he  uionght  the  resolution 
quite  as  strong  with  the  modification  as  with- 
out it 

Mr.  AixER  was  unwilling  that  there  should 
be  any  allurion  to  religion  In  any  way  wha^ 
ever ;  it  was  not  a  subject  for  disousaioQ  in 
the  L^^atures  of  States  or  in  the  Senate ; 
it  was  a  matter  left  entirely  to  the  citizen  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Touva  thought  nothing  short  <^  the  rea- 
cdotiona  of  the  Senatw  Aom  Sootii  OaniUna 
would  have  the  derired  eflbct  Qe  had  many 
ftiends  in  Dlinoisy  who  were  decided  Abolitioi- 
ists,  with  whom  he  had  reasoned  on  the  danger 
of  their  course  to  the  Unini,  to  whicii  all  woe 
attached ;  but  with  them  it  was  o(mridered  a 
religious  duty  they  had  to  perform ;  ud  henoe 
was  of  opinion  that  liie  provirion  oa|^t*  not  to 
be  stricken  out 

Hr.  Batakd  took  a  oonstitntional  view  oi 
the  question ;  and,  tbongh  he  denounced  the 
spirit  of  abolition  as  dangerous  and  wieked  in 
the  extreme,  yet  he  did  not  fe^  himadf  author- 
ixed  to  vote  for  the  resolutions.  If  tiie  doe- 
trine  oimtaiued  in  them  was  correct,  then  nnl- 
lifieation  was  correct ;  and,  if  paasod.  might 
hereafter  be  appealed  to  as  a  preosdent  in  fiivw 
of  that  doctrine. 

Hr.  OALHOmr  wished  merely  to  oover  tite 
oommon  creed  of  the  State  rights  party,  and  he 
had  ^>pealed  to  gentiemen  directiy  antagonists 
to  him,  that  if  they  saw  any  thing  in  the  reso- 
lutions at  idl  savoring  of  what  had  been  sng- 
gested  by  the  Senator,  he  w.oald  immediate 
pass  his  pen  through  it 

Mr.  LuifPKnr  was  in  favor  of  the  reeolutions, 
and  retaining  them  as  originaUy  drafted  by  the 
Senator  from  Sonth  Canuina.  He  still  believ- 
ed that  there  were  a  very  lanepfwtioL  of  the 
North  rinoerely  attadted  to  the  tinion,  and  had 
neither  part  nor  lot  bi  tboe  misohieTons  pro- 
ceedings. . 

On  Mr.  HoBBis's  motion  to  strike  oat  tiie 
words  "  moral  and  religioafl^"  there  q^eared— 
yeas  14,  nays  81. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  res- 
olution, and  oarried, — ^yeas  81,  nays  18. 

Mr.  WxBBTBB  admitted  the  necessity  of  some 
definite  action  on  the  sntiJeot  on  the  part  of 
Congress;  but  his  objection  to  the  adq>ticm 
of  the  resolutions  now  under  consideration  was 
based  solely  on  the  belief  that  they  were  at  va- 
rianoe  with  tite  correct  interpretation  of  the 
ccmstitntion.  Though  the  Statea  mifl^t  hare 
oertrin  vested  rij^ta,  yet  they  were  aneh  as 
were  strictly  of  a  local  nature^  and  limited  in 
their  extent  to  strict  compliance  with  cmstita- 
tional  provlrions. 

If  the  resolutions  set  forth  that  all  domwtic 
institutions,  except  so  far  as  the  constitution 
might  interfere,  and  any  intermeddling  there- 
witii  by  a  State  or  individual,  was  ecmtrary  to 
the  ^lit  at  the  oonfoderaoyt  and  was  Hbtnbif 
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Ulegal  and  nnjnst,  he  would  ^ve  them  his 
hearty  and  oheerfdl  support. 

The  Confederacy  could  never  have  eziBted 
witiLoat  this  nrerailiiig  power  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  coiud  no  longer  exist  without  its  con- 
tinuance. It  was  difflcolt  to  define  what  do- 
mestao  inBtitntioQs  were  without  the  pale  of  the 
oiMutitation.  Jndicatnre  was  one  or  the  das^ 
and  so  with  commerce,  except  inasmuch  as  the 
makiDg  of  treaties  was  concerned.  Yet  it  was 
not  80  as  regards  slavery.  It  was  the  express 
power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  imputation 
of  slaves,  though  the  mstitution  was  in  itself 
gaarante«d  by  the  constitntion. 

It  the  resolutions  could  be  modified  to  meet 
the  oonstitational  reqaisitions,  asserting  that 
the  constitution  permitted  slavery,  and  pro* 
tected  the  institution,  he  would  then  vote  for 
them.  An  assertion  here  that  the  oonstitation 
cannot  meddle  with  domeetio  institutions,  if 
sapporied,'  nttedy  deprives  it  of  powo-  or 


ICr.  OAiBomr  assumed  that  there  wm  now 
many  iiutitntiiHM  so  &r  domestic  as  to  be 
wh<Jjy  witiiin  the  control  of  States  wherein 
tiiey  existed.  Sucfa  was  negro  slavery.  The 
gendeman*s  views  evidently  differed  materially 
m>m  his.  No  one  could  support  an  argument 
against  his  views  respecting  slavery.  Be  could 
name  a  long  oatalt^e  of  institutions  controlled 
wholly  by  States  on  the  same  ground.  He 
would  not,  in  establishing  such  control,  inquire 
and  mark  out  the  dividii^  Une  of  pnblio  opin- 
ion in  the  premises.  It  was  alike  the  sacred 
i^t  of  all,  whether  of  the  North  or  South. 
These  righta,  were  iiutitutifms  growii^  out  of 
the  otmstitatioD,  sod  which  most  be  maintain- 
ed, and  could  never  be  meddled  witii  byothera, 
hot  with  the  greatest  danger  to  the  OonlSBd- 
eraoy. 

"ib.  'Wbbsteb  inferred  from  the  gentleman's 
argument,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
there  were  not  some  domestic  institutions  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  constitution,  but  it  claims 
that  all  such  were  beyond  its  control, 

Hr.  Calhouit  had  no  ol;jection  to  striking 
out  aZ2  to  meet  the'viewa  of  the  Senator  from 
UassaohuBetts. 

Ur.  HoBBis  moved  to  strike  out  certain 
words  in  the  second  reecdutioa ;  lost— yeas  13, 
nays  89. 

jDt.  SonuBD  oljeeted  to  fhrther  amend- 
ment There  waa  now  noting  left  ai  the 
■eoond  resdntion  but  dmply  a  deoUvation  that 
the  States  "  have  just  what  rights  they  have." 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
tiie  seoond  reacdntion,  and  carried— yeas  81, 
n^  9. 


Fbumit,  January  fi. 

Liiturbane^a  on  the  ITorthem  Frontier. 

The  Ohaib  communicated  the  {((lowing 
ICeeaage  from  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
fitatee: 


T»  the  BenaU  amd 
How  of  Jt^nautt^km  €if  fJU  Uiuttd  BUxUt  : 
Recent  experience  on  thesouthan  boundary  of 

the  United  States,  uid  the  events  now  daily  occur- 
ring on  our  Dorthem  frontier,  hare  abundantly  stioim 
that  the  existing  laws  are  Insuffident  to  guard  against 
boetile  invafflon,  fVom  the  United  States,  <^  the  terri- 
tory of  fViendly  and  neighboring  nations. 

The  laws  In  force  provide  miffident  penaltiea  for 
the  puniabment  of  such  ofltoces,  after  they  have 
been  committed,  and  provided  the  parties  can  be 
found ;  but  tiie  Executive  Is  powerieaa  in  many  cases 
to  prevent  the  commiasion  of  them,  even  wb^  in 
powesdon  ot  taaple  evidence  of  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  evil-diq>osed  persons  to  violate  our  laws. 

Tour  attention  is  called  to  this  defect  in  our  \efp^ 
lation.  It  is  apparent  tbat  tlie  Executive  ou^tto 
be  clothed  iridi  adequate  power  e0i9ctaally  to  restrahi 
all  persons  witUn  our  Jurisdiction  ftom  the  cODunis- 
aion  of  acts  of  this  character.  They  tend  to  diatuib 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  inevitably  involve  the 
Government  In  perplexing  controvcrdea  with  fordgn 
powers.  I  reconmiend  a  careful  revidon  of  all  ue 
laws  now  in  force,  and  such  additional  enactments  as 
may  be  necessary  to  vest  in  the  Execotive  full  power 
to  prevent  Injuries  bring  inflicted  upon  neighborii^ 
nations  by  the  unauthorized  and  unlawful  acts  of 
dtUens  of  the  United  States,  or  of  other  persons 
who  may  be  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  subject  to 
our  control. 

In  illustration  of  these  views,  and  to  show  the 
necesdty  of  an  eariy  action  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
X  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from 
the  Harsbal  of  the  nortbem  district  of  Kew  York, 
wbo  had  been  directed  to  repidr  to  the  frontier,  and 
take  all  authorised  measures  to  secure  the  faithfid 
czcention  of  existing  laws. 

H.  YAS  BUBEN. 
WAsenroToir,  Jawaiy  B,  18SB. 

lb.  Clat  rose  to  expresa  his  fbll  conviction 
of  the  neoearity  of  aome  early  actitra  on  thla 
important  subject.  Ko  Bpe<4ai»e  could  bo  more 
revolting  to  the  fe^uigs  vt  a  free  people,  than 
a  war  either  among  themselves  or  with  another 
country.  The  views  of  the  Executive  met  his 
highest  approbation,  but  it  was  the  doty  of 
Congress  to  examine,  and,  if  the  existing  laws 
were  not  adequate  to  prevent  the  alleged  inter- 
ference of  our  citizens,  others  should  be  forth- 
with enacted  for  the  full  accompiishment  of  on 
object  so  desirable,  ilx.  0.  adverted,  in  oon- 
neotion,  to  the  vexations  and  onsetUed  state  of 
oor  Nortliem  boandarr,  which  itate  of  thinga 
tended  to  increase  uie  danger  vMoh  now 
threatened  na. 

If  the  people  of  this  country  choose  to  re- 
nounce their  citizenship,  it  was  perhaps  allow- 
able ;  but  any  interference  with  a  rebellion  in 
a  country  with  which  we  were  at  peace,  should 
meet  the  earUest  attention  of  our  Government. 
We  might,  as  citizens,  freely,  and  in  any  man- 
ner we  thought  proper,  express  our  sympathies 
with  either  belligerent  party,  but  in  no  case 
lend  them  aid  or  countenance. 

He  hoped  that  to  whatever  committee  the 
raljeot  mt^t  be  referred,  they  would  examine 
whether  or  not  the  action  of  our  titizens  hail 
not  been  limited  to  some  disputed  territory,  or 
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wheiher  arms,  mnnitioiiB  ot  mr,  or  sappUea, 
bad  been  farDiBhed,  and  whloh,  if  proved  trae, 
sach  oondoot  mnat  be  viewed  GoTemment 
as  in  the  liighest  dcsree  reprehensible. 

Ur.  Calhodx  had  felt  from  the  beginning  of 
the  troubles  in  Canada  the  greatest  anziet;-, 
^d  a  fear  that  it  might  result  in  difficulties  to 
this  country.  He  hoped  the  existing  laws,  pro- 
hibiting the  interfereooe  of  om*  citizens,  would 
be  rigidly  enforced;  and  if,  on  examination, 
tiiey  should  bo  found  iitsaffituent  to  meet  the 
exigmcies  of  the  ease,  that  new  ones  wonld  b« 
q>eedil7  enacted.  He  would  aet  fbrth  in 
ttroDgut  light  tiie  teniUe  consequettoes  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britoia  at  the  present  time. 
He  Qived  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  the 
necessity  of  clothing  the  Executive  with  all 
needful  additional  power,  if  the  laws  in  force 
were  in  this  respect  too  limited.  He  moved 
the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Belations. 

After  some  remarks  bj  Hr.  Benton  in  favor 
of  the  motion  to  commit,  the  documents  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations. 


HOtrSB  OF  BEPRESEITTATIVEa. 

MoNSAT,  Jannary  8. 
Metmge  from  the  PtmdmU — Britiih  Inmuum 

of  Amerieaa  Soil— Attach  on  the  Caroline. 

The  following  Uassage,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived fi-om  the  Prewdent  of  the  TTnited  States. 

Haute  of  lUpreteniativet,  United  Statet  .* 
In  the  higUy  excited  state  of  feeling  on  the 
northern  frontier,  occasioned  by  the  disturbances  in 
Canada,  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  causes  of 
oonqAaint  mi^  arise  on  the  Une  diYidlnx  the  United 
StitM  from  her  ftitannicUajestj'sdoDumons.  Every 
precaution  was  therefore  taken  on  our  part  authorized 
by  the  existing  laws,  and  as  the  troops  of  the  pror- 
Inces  were  embo^ed  on  the  Canadian  side,  it  was 
hoped  that  no  serious  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  would  be  permitted  to  occur.  I  regret, 
however,  to  Inform  yoa  that  on  outrage  of  a  most 
aggravate  character  has  been  committed,  accom- 
panied by  a  hostile  though  temporary  invasion  of  oar 
tafritory,  iH<odndns  the  strongest  feelings  of  resent- 
ment on  the  part  of  oordtizau  in  the  neigbborhood, 
and  in  the  whole  border  line,  and  that  the  excitement 
pnviondy  existing  has  been  alarmingly  increased. 
To  guard  against  ue  possible  recurrence  of  any  simi- 
lar act,  I  have  tbonght  it  indispensable  to  call  out  a 
PMtion  of  tin  n^tia  to  be  posted  oa  tiuit  Rentier. 
The  docomsnts  hecewMi  {Mnsented  to  Congress,  show 
the  character  of  the  ootrage  oommitted,  the  measmes 
tskm  in  conseqaence  of  Its  oocorrenoe,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  resorting  to  them. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  tlie  subject  was  immedi- 
ately brought  to  the  notice  o(  the  British  minister 
accredited  to  this  oonotry,  and  the  iHDper  steps  taken 
on  oar  part  to  obtafai  die  fldlest  infnmation  of  all 
tiie  dremnstanees  leading  to  and  attendant  upon  the 
transaction,  prepantny  to  a  demand  for  repara- 
tion. 1  aril  Boch  ^ipropriatiMis  a»  the  drcnmstances 
in  wliidi  oar  ooontary  is  thus  nnaxpectedly  placed 
nqnir&  M,  TAN  BUKEN. 

Wasmanoii,  Jan.  8^  1818. 


[jAmiABT,  1888. 

Mr.  Jtoffgn  to  the  Pntident. 

Borruo,  Dea  80,  1887. 
Sib  :  Oar  whole  frontier  is  in  oommotion,  and  I 
fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  restrain  our  citizens  from 
revenging,  by  a  resort  to  anna,  this  flagrant  invarion 
of  our  tmitoiT.  Every  thing  that  can  be  done  will 
be  by  the  pubue  authorities  to  prevent  so  injudidous 
a  movement.  The  respective  sherifb  of  Brie  and 
Niagara  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  callfa^  out 
the  militia,  to  guard  the  frontier,  and  prevent  any 
further  depredations. 
I  am,  sir,  with  neat  consideration, 

zour  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BOOERS, 
Kstrict  Attorney  for  Erie  comdy, 

Statb  or  Niw  Tobk,  Niagara  €ouniy,  u. 

Oilman  Appleby,  of  the  city  of  Bu£bIo,  being 
sworn,  says,  that  he  left  the  port-of  Bulblo  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  instant,  in  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line, owned  by  William  Wells,  of  BuflUo,  and  boimd 
for  ScUoner,  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Niagara  River, 
and  within  the  United  States.  That  this  deponoit 
commanded  the  a^d  Caroline,  and  tiiaC  alw  was 
cleared  from  BuflUo  with  a  view  to  mn  between  said 
BofiUo  and  Schlosser,  cany  pasaeneers,  ft«Ight,  etc 
That  this  deponent  caused  the  said  Can^e  to  be 
landed  at  Black  Sock,  on  her  way  down ;  and  that, 
while  at  Black  Rock,  this  deponent  caused  the  Amer- 
ican flu;  to  be  ran  iq> ;  and  ttiat,  soon  afkor  karing 
Black  Rock  harbor,  a  voUey  of  musketry  was  dis- 
charged at  the  Caroline  from  the  Canada  shore,  but 
without  ii^ory.  That  the  Bald  CaroUne  continned 
her  course  down  the  Niagara  lUver  unmolested,  anif 
landed  oatdde  of  certidn  bcowb  or  boats  attached  to 
Navy  Island,  irtiere  a  number  of  paaeengen  dtoem- 
baiked,  and,  as  this  deponent  supposes,  certain  wtt- 
ctes  of  freight  were  landed.  That  from  this  point 
the  Caroline  ran  to  Bdilosser,  arriving  there  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  that,  between  this  time  and 
dark,  the  Caroline  made  two  trips  to  Navy  Island, 
landing  as  before.  That,  at  about  rix  0*010^  In  the 
evening,  tUs  doxment  esnaed  the  ssid  Candtee  to 
be  landed  at  Sduosser,  and  made  fhst  with  chsina  to 
the  dock  at  that  place.  That  the  crew  and  officen 
of  the  Caroline  numbered  ten,  and  that,  In  the  course 
of  the  evening,  twenty-three  hidividuals,  all  of  whom 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  came  on  board  <^ 
the  Caroline,  and  requested  this  deponent  and  other 
oflBcers  of  uie  boat  to  p«mit  than  to  remain  on 
board  durii^  the  nigfat,  as  they  were  unpble  to  get 
lodgings  at  the  tavern  near  by ;  these  requests  were 
acceded  to,  and  the  persons  thus  coming  on  bostd 
retired  to  rest,  as  did  also  all  of  the  crew  and  offioers 
of  the  Caroline,  except  sudi  as  were  stationed  to 
watch  during  the  night.  That  about  midnight,  this 
deponent  was  informed  by  one  of  the  wt^ch  that 
several  boots  filled  witii  men  were  making  towarda 
the  Caroline  from  the  river,  and  this  deponent  im- 
mediately gave  the  alaim,  and  before  he  was  M» 
to  reach  the  deck  the  Caroline  was  boarded  by  some 
seventy  or  ei^ty  men,  all  of  wbun  were  armed. 
That  tiiey  intmediately  commenced  a  warfare  with 
muskets,  swords,  snd  cutlaasea,  upon  the  defence- 
less crew  and  passengers  of  the  Caroline,  under  a 
fleroeeiyt^'^O — d  diunn  them,  give  them  no  quar- 
ters i  kilt  every  man ;  fire  I  fire  T  That  tiie  Cho- 
line was  abandoned  without  reelstanoe,  and  the 
only  effort  made  by  ettfaer  the  orew  or  passengeia 
asenwd  to  be  te  eseqie  riani^Uer.  Iliat  tUs  £po- 
nent  namiwly  eso^ad;  baviBg  reoetred  avmd 
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wonnls,  none  of  which,  hoverer,  are  of  «  serioua 
diaraoter.  That  immediately  after  the  Carolioe 
lUl  into  the  buulB  of  the  aimed  force  who  boarded 
bar,  die  wai  aet  on:  fire,  cut  loose  from  the  dodc, 
via  towed  into  the  current  of  the  river,  there  abou- 
doned,  and  eooo  after  deecended  the  Niagara  Falls ; 
Autt  thia  deponent  has  made  Tigilant  eearcn  after  the 
Individuals,  thirty-three  in  number,  who  are  known 
to  have  been  on  the  Caroline  at  the  thne  she  waa 
boarded,  and  twenty-one  only  are  to  be  found,  one 
^whcnn,  to  wit,  AmoB  Dnifee,  of  Bufblo,  waa  found 
dead  optm  the  dock,  having  received  a  Aot  from  a 
musket,  the  ball  of  which  penetrated  the  back  part 
of  the  head,  and  came  out  at  the  forehead.  James 
H.  King  and  Captun  C.  F.  Harding  were  seriously, 
though  not  mortally  wounded.  Several  others  re- 
ceive slight  wounds.  The  twelve  individuals  who 
are  miaahig,  thia  deponent  haa  no  doubt  were  either 
murdered  upon  the  ateamboat,  or  found  »  watery 
grave  in  the  cataract  of  the  wis.  And  this  depo- 
nent farther  says,  that  immediately  after  the  Caro- 
line was  got  into  the  current  of  the  stream  and  aban- 
doned, aa  before  stated,  beacon  lights  were  lUsoov- 
ered  upon  the  Canada  Aore,  near  Oiippewa;  and 
after  aaiScient  time  had  elapsed  to  enable  the  boats 
to  reach  that  shore,  this  deponent  distinctly  beard 
lottd  and  vodi^oua  dieeriiig  at  thai  pdnt  nwt 
ttdsdqwnent  haanodmdit  3nt  die  Uimvidaalairiio 
boarded  the  Caroline  were  apattof  the  &itiah  forces 
now  MatioDed  at  CUppewa. 

GIUfAN  AFPLEBT. 

State  or  Nmr  Tonx,  Niagara  camOs^  «. 

Cbaries  F.  HartUng,  Jamea  H.  Iting,  Joahoa  H. 
Bmith,  William  Seaman,  William  Kennedy,  William 
Wella,  Jdm  Leonard,  Sylvanus  Staring,  and  John 
Haggarty,  being  eworn,  severally,  depose  and  say  that 
they  have  beard  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Oilman 
Appleby,  read;  that  Uwy  were  on  the  Caroline  at 
us  time  ahe  was  boarded  as  atated  in  said  affidavit, 
•nd  tiiat  bU  Ae  fkota  awom  to  by  aaid  Appleby  as 
weoRfaw  after  the  said  Candhw  wu  so  boarded  as 
afbreealg,  are  ooirect  and  true. 

Mr.  Pointett  to  Gm.  SeotL 
BsPARTiaitT  or  War,  January  8,  188B. 

Sir  ;  You  will  repur,  without  delay,  to  the  Canada 
frtntier  of  the  United  States,  and  assume  the  military 
command  there. 

H««with  you  will  receive  duplicate  letters  to  the 
Governors,  of  the  States  of  Xew  Tork  and  Vetmont, 
requesting  them  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United 
St^es  such  a  militia  force  as  you  may  deem  necessary 
for  tiie  defence  of  that  frontier  of  the  United  Statesi 

nils  power  has  been  confided  to  yon  in  the 
full  pmuaaion  that  you  will  use  it  diacreetly,  and 
extend  the  call  only  so  far  as  drcumstances  may 
■eem  to  require. 

It  is  important  flwt  the  troopa  called  fato  the 
service  abould  be,  if  poestble,  exempt  fran  that 
state  of  ezdtement  whidi  the  late  violation  of  our 
territory  baa  created,  and  you  will  therefbre  impiees 
upon  the  Governors  of  these  border  States  the  propri- 
ety of  sdectii^  tnx^  irom  a  portion  of  the  State 
distant  from  Ute  theatre  of  action. 

The  Executive  poesesses  no  legal  anthorfty  to  em- 
ploy the  military  force  to  restnJn  persona  within  our 
Jurisdiction,  and  who  ought  to  be  under  our  contnd, 
from  violating  the  laws,  by  making  incursionfl  into  the 
territory  of  nmgbboring  and  friendly  nation  a,  with 
hostile  iotent.  I  can  give  yoa,  therefbre,  w>  instroo- 


tions  on  that  sut^ect ;  but  request  that  you  will  give 
us  your  influence  to  prevent  such  excesses,  and  to 
preserve  the  character  of  this  Government  for  good 
faith,  and  a  proper  r^ard  for  the  rights  of  fHendly 
powers. 

The  mnitia  will  be  called  Into  the  service  for  three 
montiiB,  luiless  sooner  discharged ;  and  in  your  re- 
quisitiona  you  will  designate  the  number  of  men,  uuf 
take  care  that  the  officers  do  not  exceed  a  due  pro- 
portion. 

It  is  deemed  important  that  the  administrative 
trnndi  of  the  sendee  ahoold  be  oonduoied,  wbaraver 
praotkaUe,  liy  officers  of  the  regular  atmy. 

The  diaporition  of  the  f<M«e,  with  r^ud  to  the 
points  to  be  occumed,  is  confided  to  your  discretion, 
military  skill,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  amount  of  that  force  most  depend  upon 
the  character  and  duration  of  the  contest  now  ^foa^ 
on  in  Canada,  and  the  dinoiftiim  maniftated  tiie 
people  and  the  public  authorities  of  that  cdony. 

Titt  President  indulges  a  hope  tiiat  outragoa,  einiilar 
to  that  which  lately  occurred  at  Schloaaer,  will  not 
be  repeated ;  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  raaintidB 
the  peace  of  that  frontier  without  bdng  called  i^oit 
to  use  the  tana  whidi  has  been  o(mfld«l  to  yoo. 

Mr.  PohmU  to  Gov.  Mang, 
"DmrhmoKt  or  Wan,  Janmary  B,  2888. 

Sni;  The  territmy  of  Uw  United  States  bavii« 
been  violated  by  a  party  of  armed  men  from  the 
Canada  shore,  uid  apprebeDd<Ki8  bdng  eutertsined, 
from  the  h^hlj  exated  feelings  of  both  parties,  that 
aunilar  outrages  may  lead  to  an  invasion  of  our  soil, 
the  President  has  thought  proper  to  exercise  the 
authority  vested  In  him  by  htw,  and  call  out  such  a 
militia  force  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  protect 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  In  consequence,  instructed  by  the  PreridenL 
to  request  you  will  call  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  place  under  the  command  of  Brevet 
Hi^or-Oeneral  Scott,  such  militia  force  aa  be  may  re- 
quire to  be  employed  on  the  Canada  fronller,  for 
the  purpose  hercdn  aet  forth. 

[Same  to  his  Excellency,  Silas  H.  JmnBOir, 
Governor  of  Teimont,  lfonq;idier,  Vetmont.] 

Mr.  J^bngtk  to  Mr.  Ac 

DzPARTURNT  or  Stati,  WaifunaHm,  JmuS,  1888. 

Si  K :  By  the  dbecti<xi  of  tiie  PresldNit  <tf  the  Unit- 
ed Stipes,  I  have  the  hmor  to  communicate  to  yon  a 
eopj  of  the  evidence  fVmdshed  to  thia  Department  of 
an  extraordinary  outrage  committed  firam  Her  Bri- 
tannic H^caty'a  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  per^ 
sons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  jurisdictiott  of  tiie  SUte  nl  New  ToriL 
Thedestraetionof  the  proper^,  and  assasBnatitm 
dtisens  of  tiw  United  States  wt  the  soil  of  New  Totk, 
at  the  moment  when,  as  is  well  known  to  vou,  the 
Fieddent  waa  uxiouriy  endeavoring  to  allay  the 
excitement,  and  earnestly  seeking  to  prevent  any  un- 
fortunate occurrence  on  the  frtmtier  of  Canada,  has 
[ffoduced  upon  his  mmd  the  most  punful  emotions 
of  Bmpriee  and  regret.  It  will  neoeaatUy  form  the 
satjjeet  of  ndemand  fbr  redress  upon  Her  Hafes^ 
Government  TUa  communication  Is  made  to  yon 
under  tiie  expectation  that,  through  your  Instmrnen- 
tality,  an  early  explanation  may  be  obtained  froaa 
tiie  authoritiea  of  Ui^  Canada  ftf  all  the  drenm- 
atanoes  of  the  transaction ;  and  that,  by  your  advkx 
to  tiioae  aotiUNdtiea,  aoofa  decistve  precautions 
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be  uBsd  as  will  render  the  peipetntioa  of  sbnibr  ftcts 
beresfter  imponilde.  Not  doubtins  the  dl^xwtioD 
of  the  Gorentment  of  Upper  CautdA  to  do  its  datj 
in  pimi^ng  the  aggressors  sod  preTeating  future 
outrsge,  the  Prmdeot,  notwithstanding,  has  deemed 
it  necessarr  to  order  s  sufficient  force  on  the  frontier 
to  lepel  any  attempt  of  a  Uke  character,  and  to  make 
known  to  jon  that  if  it  sbonld  occur,  he  cannot  be 
answerable  for  the  eflbcto  of  the  indignation  of  the 
neigfaboriog  people  of  the  TTnited  States. 

The  Message  baTmg  been  read, 

Mr,  HowABD  said,  that  seeing  the  President, 
In  the  condnsion  of  the  Ifessa^  caDed  for  an 
MproprioUon,  he  dioald  move  its  refhranoe  to 
the  Oommittee  at  Vfajt  and  Heana,  otherwiae 
he  should  have  moved  to  refer  It  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  For^gn  Al&in. 

Mr.  Tbompsoh  moved  that  so  mnch  of  the 
Message  as  related  to  the  call  for  appropriatioDs 
be  referred  to  the  Oommittee  <h  Waye  and 
Means,  and  the  residue  thenof  to  tibft  Oom- 
mittee on  Foreign  AflUrs. 

Mr.  Obat  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
endng  the  deed  which  was  said  to  have  been 
done,  bnt  he  was  opposed  to  any  coarse  during 
the  present  state  <k  things  which  would  have 
the  least  tendw^  to  ^oe  vs  in  ft  warlike 
position  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Tnxnraun  tlkoi^^  it  flxtrcmely  impor- 
tant that  the  feeling  d  exdtement  in  1^  Korth 
should  not  be  fortner  oeited  by  disonsslona  in 
that  Hall.  No  gentleman  knowing  the  high 
and  liberal  policy  of  Great  Britain,  oonld  snp- 
poee  that  she  wonid  refuse  to  disoonntenant^ 
and  deliver  up  those  murderers,  provided  the 
fiMts  alleged  were  properly  established.  But, 
at  the  same  Ume,  he  considered  it  highly  neces* 
sary  that  onr  citizens  on  the  ftontier  ought  to 
l>e  protected  from  suoh  attack^  and  not  to  be 
left  defenceless.  He  hoped  that  troops  would 
be  aent  immediately  to  preserve  the  peaoei  and 
prevent  a  retallatioii  mm  onr  own  people,  if 
poerible,  still  loore  viotent  Bflt,  this  state  of 
tilings  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  more  than  a 
month  ago,  and  measures  provided  aeoordinc^y. 

ICr.  Bboxson  regretted  to  see  that  there  was 
a  greater  disposition  to  m^ke  war  on  the  Ad- 
ministration than  on  Great  Britain.  He  was 
as  much  averse  to  a  war  witii  Great  Britain  as 
any  one,  bnt  he  could  not  restrain  hia  surprise 
that  gentiemen  should  throw  the  whole  blame 
of  the  recent  ooonrrenoes  upon  the  Administra- 
tion, He  wonld  ask  if  the  Administration  had 
not  done  all  that  was  possible  it  could  do  under 
all  the  circnmstances  of  the  ease?  "Was  the 
Adminiatratioa  to  be  blamed  for  the  peculiar 
ritnation  of  that  pcnrtioQ  oi  onr  fhwtier,  and 
because  a  puty  from  the  otiwr  aide  had  come 
over  and  murdered  a  ntmiber  of  oar  dtiaens  f 
Until  within  the  last  thirty  di^  there  were  no 
indieationa  in  that  qnarter  which  would  au- 
thorize the  Exeootive  to  adopt  snoh  measores 
as  were  now  necessary. 

Mr.  Rhitt  thought  the  House  should,  in  the 
first  plao&  look  at  the  matter  calmly,  and  aa- 
outdn  who  tu  to  Uama.  Taa  it  witii  the 


Administration  t  Oandor,  certainly,  would  de* 
dare  not  whilst  not  a  regular  soldier  was  avail- 
aide  at  ita  command ;  and  the  civil  officers  on 
the  frontier,  who  bad  been  called  upon  to 
repress  the  ezdtement,  appear  by  their  con- 
duct to  have  been  the  instruments  of  increasing 
and  oontinuiug  it  Hojv,  sir,  asked  Mr.  B., 
had  the  difficulty  commenced?  yfas  it  not 
cimsed  by  a  fhritive  from  Oanada,  a  traitor 
according  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  fur  whose 
head  a  price  had  been  offered,  coming  over  the 
lines  ii^  the  United  States,  and  in  open  d«y, 
in  the  streeta  of  Bnffido,  by  his  inflammatory 
meedwa^  tnduoing  the  dttxena  of  the  Unttea 
StatBi  to  take  up  arms,  and  asstst  in  arebdlkm 
of  tiie  subjects  of  a  friendly  power,  who  was 
rightfully  endeavoring  to  maintun  her  instatn- 
tlons  ?  This  Awitive  had  not  only  been  harbored 
and  entertained  by  ns,  bnt  recruits  from  amongst 
our  citizens  were  op^y  mustered  to  his  stand- 
ard. Now,  have  we  fui^tten  the  laws  of 
nations  as  we  appUed  them  when  Gen.  Jadcson 
seized  upon  Pensaoola,  because  her  aotlioritiea 
harbored  our  Indian  enemy,  and  fDrniahed  them 
with  munitions  of  war  t  He  then  ably  demon- 
strated, by  the  gentleman  fivm  Massadinsetts, 
th«i  Secretary  ct  State^  tiiat  for  such  a  eanse 
we  had  a  right  to  take  poesosoion  by  tiie  sword 
of  the  dtr  of  a  friendly  nation ;  and  have  tha 
dtizens  of  Btiffido  done  less  than  the  Gtovemov 
of  Penaacolal  Suppose  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britun  should  gather  together  upon  our  fron- 
tiers, in  oomluiutioa  wiui  some  disoontented. 
fiwtions  dtiseiu,  with  the  avowed  purpose  « 
overturning  our  rq)nblican  institubooa— how 
would  we  hear  it  f  and  bow  wonld  we  tolorate 
the  idea  that  munitions  of  war,  provisions,  and 
fire-arms,  should  be  furnished  these  our  enemies 
by  British  subjects  f  Unquestionably  we  would 
conuder  ourselves  as  grossly  wronged,  and 
would  be  very  slow  in  reoomiring  any  spirit 
oi  frieodahip  aa  Rotating  auch  measures. 

Mr.  Mbhifeb  endeavored  to  show  tiiat  great» 
causes  had  been  at  work,  previous  to  the  attaok 
on  the  steamboat  Oaroline,  to  prodnce  the 

{rresent  state  of  thiags.  He  alluded  at  some 
ength  to  the  policy  of  this  GKivernment  toward 
Mexico,  which,  he  contended,  had  engendered 
a  lawless  and  dishonorable  feeling  in  our  citi- 
zens, and  bad  infiuenoed  their  conduct  in  rela- 
tion to  Oanada.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  reference 
of  the  wbde  sutgect  to  committees. 

Hr,  Thomspos  stud  he  would  not  prqjndge 
the  case — ho  would  not  rely  u[>on  newspapers 
and  ex  parte  statements  on  either  side;  be 
wanted  information  in  an  authentic  form.  Bnt 
if  that  statement  la  true^  (and  the  President 
seems  to  thbk  it  so,)  it  is  a  oold-Uooded,  un- 
mitigated, and  savage  mnrder  of  mH^fondiog 
American  dtiaens,  with  dronmstances  of  atro- 
city unpreoedented  among  civilized  nation^ 
even  in  a  state  of  actual  war.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  there  were  fiicts  which  would  excuse 
or  explun  the  statement  which  we  now  have. 
If  there  are  not,  no  disdaimw  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government,  no  atonemttnt  by  that 
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GoTemmeot  short  of  a  Barrender  to  our  tri- 
bonala  of  the  ferooioiu  assasmna,  should,  or 
would  wtasfr  the  American  people.  The  gentle- 
man  from  Kontaokj  (Ur.  HmnFEi)  hu  said 
that  there  was  no  dangn'  <^  war ;  that  there 
was  no  principle  inrolved ;  none  anch  as  ^e 
right  of  search.  Ko  principle  inToWed  I  Great 
God  I  sir,  are  we  to  be  told  that  is  no 
principle  involved  in  the  invarion  of  onr  terri- 
tory a  hostile  band  of  another  nation,  and 
the  morder,  with  fiendish  atrooltr,  of  onr 
^deeping  and  unoffending  citizens?  The  gentle- 
man has  allnded  to  another  topic,  which,  ^- 
thongh  Mr.  T.  bad  anticipated,  he  did  not  expect 
from  thiff  qnarter.  The  gentleman  said  that 
Ha  course  ot  onr  Goremment  towards  Mexico 
had  been  infiunoos,  cowardly,  bnt  that  we  were 
now  aboQt  to  be  forced  by  En^aud,  our  peer, 
our  eqaal,  to  do  that  which  our  aenae  of  Jiutioe 
had  not  prompted  towards  Mejdoa  He  bad  no 
wish  to  see  onr  Gfovemment  meaented  In  this 
U^t  to  the  civOized  world.  He  had  watched 
flie  course  of  ^e  Admiuiatration  throngh  the 
whole  progress  of  the  war  in  Texas,  UkA  be 
was  prepu^ad  to  prove  tiiat  onr  Goremment 
had  exerted  every  power  nnder  the  constitn- 
Hon  and  laws  to  enforce  neutrality. 

The  laws  upon  that  subject  are,  in  the  main, 
penal,  not  'preventive.  Tnere  was  no  power 
to  prevent  onr  citizens  from  expatriating  them- 
selves to  Texas  or  any  other  conntry,  nor  to 
|mrent  them  from  bMrlni;  anna  in  uie  mrs 
of  their  new  coantry.  Bach  was  ahnoat,  in 
every  instanoe,  the  case  with  onr  tStixem  who 
went  to  Texas.  Not  one  in  one  hnWired  has 
gone  there  with  other  views  than  of  permanent 
settlement.  The  only  law  which  conld  have 
prevented  this  was  the  act  of  1818,  forbidding 
enlistment  for  foreign  service.  In  all  cases, 
along  our  whole  boraer,  the  district  attorneys 
were  earnestly  and  repeatedly  urged  to  enforce 
the  law.  If  they  did  not,  it  was  no  fkult  of 
the  Government  It  resulted  from  a  universal 
sympathy  of  onr  people  with  the  gallant  strug- 
gle of  the  Tezans,  which  rendered  the  enforcing 
the  law  impoBsible.  Quid  wltmt  kgm  tine 
mortfrtML  Yon  never  can  enforce  a  law  whicb 
violates  the  general  fading  of  the  oonntry, 
without  breaking  down  the  moat  aaered  guar* 
antee  of  pnblio  liberty— 4he  trial  1^  jury.  Bo 
much,  f&T,  for  the  infamous  violation  of  onr 
neutrality,  for  which  the  gentleman  fkom  Ken- 
tacky  desires  to  see  us  forced  to  a  different 
course  by  the  power  of  En^hnd.  I  agree  with 
my  friend  and  colleagne,  (Ur.  Shstt,)  in  hds 
rei^rehonaion  of  the  conduct  of  some  of  our 
citizens  on  the  Canada  frontier.  Their  conduct 
is  not  only  wrons ;  it  is  crbninal.  Every  citi- 
zen is  bound,  in  law  and  in  honor,  to  respect 
the  treaty  stipulations  of  his  Government. 
There  is  scarcely  a  political  crime  more  dan- 
gerous in  its  ctmseanencea  than  a  violation  of 
uiis  duty.  But  I  do  not  see  Justifieataon  or 
excuse  in  the  &ct  ot  stune  of  oar  dtasens  hav- 
ing, as  individuals,  gone  to  Oanada,  and  engaged 
In  the  inanrreotiaiu  for  an  Mined  Mud,  a&f  to 


be  a  jrartion  of  the  Canadian  army,  invading 
our  soil,  and  murdering  onr  oittzeas  who  were 
innocent  (and  snob  is  the  attUement)  of  any 
partidjMtioB  in  the  war  now  ragii^  In-Oauada. 

Jb.  WDB  moved  Una  jwevioua  qnea^on  on 
fSie  motim  of  reference;  whieh,  "b^g  ordered, 
the  queatira  was  tatei  on  tlM  question, 
and  agreed  to. 

■ 

IN  BXlirATE. 

Tdxsdxt,  January  9. 
Meaeags/ifom  the  Pretideat — British  Invation 
<lf  American  Soil — Attad  vjxm  the  CaroliM. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  Umted  States,  on  the  ml^ject  cf  the 
recent  invad(m  of  onr  territory  on  the  Oanada 
frontier,  and  dastmotum  of  the  Uvea  of  our 
dtiaens,  by  the  British  authoritfea  of  Upper 
Oanada. 

[It  is  ihe  same  document  as  that  given  in  the 
House  proceedings  of  jesterd^.l 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Eentncky,  moved  that  thatpor^ 
tion  of  the  Mesaage  whiiu  relates  to  an  ^ipro- 
priation  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance ;  and  that  the  other  portion  of  it,  relating 
to  our  fcH^gn  afEiurs,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Belations.  While  np,  Mr. 
0.  said  he  must  take  occasion  to  say,  that  he 
did  think  that  the  recent  ontrage  committed 
on  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
Uvea  of  its  oiticena^  waa  ot  the  most  ateocious 
nature  In  its  oharaoter  and  consequences— 
wholly  unjustifiable,  and  not  in  the  idightest 
degree  puliated  by  any  thing  which  pre- 
ceded it  And,  rir,  (said  Mr.  Cj  there  was  a 
character  of  deliberati<ai  attending  it  which 
aggravates  the  enormity.  It  was  in  the  dead 
hour  of  the  night ;  it  was  from  a  shore  in  a 
belligerent  conditidn,  and  therefore  in  a  state 
of  oonstant  watdifiilness ;  it  was  after  a  state 
of  preparation,  which  mnst  have  been  at  least 
three  or  four  lionra,  showing  that  the  oom- 
mander  of  the  British  forces  was  apprised  of 
it,  and  the  destination  of  the  attaokUig  force. 
It  was  sltogether  impossible  that  he  was  igno- 
rant of  tlia  net  that  uis  Teasel  was  Ijing  qnietl  j 
at  anohw  within  our  jnrisdiotiia,  and  therefore 
in  a  ooncUtioD  wbioh  ooold  not  Jnstify  an  atteck. 
It  was  under  all  these  oiroumstanoes  that  the 
attack  was  made.  Kdtber  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  aggregate,  nor  those  in 
the  immediate  n^hboruood  oi  the  disturbed 
district,  nor  l^e  Govemm«it  of  the  United 
States,  had  i<me  any  thing  to  justify  this  most 
unparallded  outrage.  I  want  no  nirther  evi- 
dence (add  Mr.  0.)  than  that  now  presented  to 
me,  to  satisfy  me  that  there  is  nothing  to  justify 
it  It  was  to  be  regretted  (Mr.  C.  said)  that  in 
onr  own  history  examples  had  been  fomished 
by  which  this  ontrage  might  be  palliated. 
Withoot,  however,  advertiiw  to  them,  or  to  any 
reeent  oocorrenoea,  he  would  only  say  that  the 
true  ground  for  a  great  nation  to  plaoe  itaelf 
on,  waa  that  (tf  Jnatwe;  tiiat  it  should  remteet « 
the  rights  of  aa  uttons,  the  weak  at  weu  aa 
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the  jMnrcvfal:  and  to  abrtoin  from  all  acts 
vhicn  might  hereafter  be  broaeht  up  as  pre- 
oedeDts  aguust  them.  While  he  made  these 
remarks,  he  by  no  means  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  desinng  to  kindle  up  a  ^»irit  of  war 
between  this  oooQtrr  and  Great  Britun;  thoogh 
he  thought  that  ample,  pnmipt,  and  fall  lo- 
demnitj  should  be  ^ven  as.  Be  should,  as 
muidi  as  any  man,  deplore  a  war ;  but,  looking 
to  the  vast  resources  of  our  country,  the  valor 
of  our  citlzms,  and  our  achievoraents  in  former 
times,  be  would  not  fear  the  result 

Hr.  Oalhoun  expressed  his  hopes  that,  in  this 
early  stage,  and  before  we  were  folly  adTised, 
that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  exate  the  feel- 
ings of  the  poblio  by  debating  the  satfteoti  whieh 
most  be  the  natural  reeidt  or  snob  a  coarse. 

The  late  dlfflonlties  on  oar  frtmtier  might,  Iqr 
any  reaaonable  person,  have  been  anticipa^d. 
There  are  so  many  ties  which  neoesswily  bind 
tiie  feelings  of  tlw  population  on  either  and 
both  ^des  of  the  Ixrandary  line  on  titat  part 
of  our  frontiers,  which  has  Iwen  the  scene  of 
bloodshed  and  outrage,  tiiat  any  attempt  by 
^ther  Government  to  oppress  ^uch  population, 
would  call  forth  the  sympathies  of  the  other ; 
and  in  case  of  any  movement  in  Oanada,  what 
could  we  expect  but  that  our  dtizens  would 
take  part  witii  the  InhaUtants,  even  though 
tbdr  wrongs  were  but  pretended,  in  case  due 
oare  was  not  taken  by  Goreniznent  to  prevent 
Ktch  InteriSBrenoel 

What  more  distressiog  event  could  come 
tiian  a  war  between  two  snoh  nations  as  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  t  The  haman 
mind  cannot  conceive  of  a  greater  calamity. 
And  this  may  be  averted  by  a  carefhl  examina- 
tion of  all  the  facta  on  both  sides  of  the  subject 
as  now  presented  for  our  consideration.  Many 
wrongs  may  have  been  committed  by  our  citi- 
zens of  which  we  are  now  unadvised,  and  many 
palliations  maj  be  prodnoed  in  ikvor  of  the 
other  ride. 

It  would  be  time  enodgh  to  diainua  tiie 
qnestion  after  the  report  ci  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Relations  should  have  been  heard. 
We  should  be  then  better  advised  as  to  a  fUare 
oonrae  of  condaot  2lr.  O.  implored  the  Senate 
not  to  adopt  any  rash  or  hasty  measures. 

Mr.  Bentok  said  t^at  b«ore  this  question 
went  out  of  the  Senate,  he  must  he  permitted 
to  aaj  a  solitary  word  arising  out  of  it.  A 
statement  had  been  made  on  t£e  otlier  side  of 
the  diamber,  (by  Mr.  Olat,)  which  he  was 
unwilling  should  go  fbrtii  to  the  world  uncon- 
tradicted. After  diaraoterizing  this  outrage  in 
very  appropriate  language,  and  in  a  manner  be- 
coming an  American,  the  member  said,  as  it  had 
oan^t  his  eaca,  tiiat  ^this  ootrage  had  a  pre- 
cedent in  onr  oonduot  towards  inhm  nations," 
Now,  lest  the  British  should  derive  an  excuse  for 
it^  from  hearing  It  sidd  in  this  duunber,  that  an 
example  for  this  outrage  had  been  given  by  our 
Govemment,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  take  this  occa- 
sion to  say,  etnphatieally,  that  he  loww  of  no 
such  example  to  be  foania  in  oar  histwr. 
Vol.  XUL— 87 
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TinrsBDAT,  January  11. 
Mr.  Oathotm*«  Segohititmi, 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Oalhouh's  resolu- 
tions was  resumed. 

Mr.  Olat,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sxvns, 
assented  to  an  amendment,  by  striking  oat  the 
clause  relating  to  the  treaty  with  Spain  at 
1819. 

Mr.  Olat  proposed  farther  to  amend,  by 
striking  out  snoh  parts  as  rdates  to  the  Indiana^ 
except  in  eases  where,  by  thtir  influence,  the 
institutitm  of  slavery  has  ex^oded  nortii  at  the 
compromise  line. — (86  d^.  SO  min.  N.  li^) 

Mr.  SxnxB  (^poeed  tlda  motionf  and  on  tiie 
question  being  tuen,  the  result  was : 

Teas.— -Messrs.  AHen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Keutu<i:y,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, CuUibert,  Qnrndy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Ho- 
Kean,  Morris,  Merridc,  Nlles,  NorralL  neroe,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  RoUrins,  jhaith  «  Con- 
necticut,  Smith  of  bdiaas.  Swift,  Tipton,  Williams, 
and  Tooog — 81. 

Nats. — Mesera.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Lumpkin,  Kicbolns,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Stnuig«,  Walk- 
er, and  White— 10.  . 

Mr.  RrvBB  moved,  as  an  amendment, 

Rndved,  That  any  fatterferenoe  with  the  snt^ect 

of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  in 
wliicb  it  may  exist,  is  inhibited  by  all  tlie  considera- 
tlona  in  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  inbab* 
itants  of  said  Territories,  the  security  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  and  the  don^  to  the  IJnion,  wtui^ 
ore  mentioned  in  the  precedug  resolution  aa  foibidp 
ding  any  interference  with,  or  action  on,  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  ColnmUa;  and  for 
the  further  reason  that  the  people  of  those  Territo^ 
rics,  when  admitted  into  the  Union  as  States,  will  be 
exdosirely  entitied  to  decide  the  questiw  of  the 
existrace  itf  slavery  within  their  reqieetlve  fimUs  for 
titemsdns. 

The  question  resulted  as  follows : 

TsAS. — ^Messes.  Calhoun,  Cnthbeit,  Fulton,  Lamp- 
Un,  Preston,  Bives  Rosne,  Se^,  Tipton,  and  WUte 
—10. 

Nats.— HesRS.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Blade, 
Brown,  Bactianfln,  Clay  of  Alabaln^  Clay  of  Ken- 
tadty,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Nloholas,  Rives,  N(MTeU,  Fierce, 
Robinson,  ftnith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Lidiana, 
Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Webster,  VnUiaiiis,  Wif^ 
and  Young^jEB. 

The  resolution  was  amended  ao  as  to  read  as 

follows : 

Betohtd^  That  any  attempt  of  Coogiess  to  aboUrii 

slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States  in  wbidi 
it  exists,  would  create  serious  alarm  and  just  apprehen- 
uon  in  the  States  sustaining  that  domc8t.c  institution ; 
would  be  a  viol^ou  of  good  ioith  towards  the  in- 
habitants of  sudi  Territory,  who  lisve  been  permit* 
ted  to  settle  widi  and  hold  slaves,  beeaose  the  pet^ 
of  such  Territory  have  not  asked  for  the  aboUoon  of 
slavery  therein,  and  because  that,  when  any  suoh 
Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  TiAm  aa  « 
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State,  tbe  people  tbere(tf  wfU  be  entitled  to  dedde 
diat  qneititm  ezdnnTdy  fw  themwlTei. 

TbA  qnfistioa,  oa  its  adoption,  was  earned 
bj- 

TSAS. — UessTS.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Bachanan,  Calboan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cla; 
of  Kentocky,  CritteDden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Habbard, 
King,  Knigfat,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Menii^  NidiolaB, 
Nilea,  Norvell,  Fierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker, 
White,  Williome,  Wrif^t,  and  Young— 84. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Grundy,  McKean, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Smith  of  Lidiaoa,  Swift,  and  Web* 


Fbidat,  Jannatj- 12. 
Mr.  OalhowCa  SeaoUttttna. 

Hr.  Oalhoun's  sixth  and  last  resolation  was 
tliea  taken  op,  when  Hr.  OxuionN  sapported  it 
with  a  Hair  preliminarr  obaervattons. 

Itr.  Fbbstox  moved  to  lay  the  reaoltition  on 
Hie  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  carried  hj — 

YKAS.~lfeesrB.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benttm,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuth- 
bert, Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lyon, 
IfcKean,  Uerrick,  Uorris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  XorvelL 
Pierce,  Frentisa,  Preston,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  T&llmadge,  Tipton,  Webeter, 
White,  Williams,  and  Wright— 36. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
LnmpUn,  Roane,  Robinson,  Bovier,  Walker,  and 
Toong — 9. 

The  fdlowing  is  a  copy  of  these  resololiona, 
as  they  passed  uie  Senate : 

1.  XeaelMi,  That,  hi  tbe  adoption  of  the  Federal 
OoMdtnUon,  the  States  adopting  the  Bune  acted,  seve- 
rally, as  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States ;  and 
that  each,  for  itself,  hj  its  own  volnntaiy  assent, 
entered  the  Union  with  the  view  to  its  increued 
security  agunst  all  dangers,  tlimettic  as  well  as  for- 
eign,  and  the  more  perfect  and  secure  enjoyment  of 
its  Bdnntase&  nstoral,  poliUcal,  and  socul. 

S.  Bemmta,  That  in  delmtii^  a  portion  of  thdr 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Oovemment, 
the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police, 
to  the  flill  extent  to  which  those  powers  were  not  thus 
delisted,  and  are  alone  responsible  for  them ;  and 
that  any  intermeddling  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or 
a  combination  of  their  dtlzcns,  with  the  dom^c 
faistHafions  and  police  of  the  otfiers,  on  any  ground, 
politieil,  moral,  or  religious,  or  under  any  pretext 
whatever,  with  the  view  to  their  alteration  or  sub- 
verrion,  is  not  warranted  by  the  etmstitution,  tending 
to  endanger  the  domestic  peace  and  bvnquillity  of 
the  States  interfered  with,  subversive  of  the  ol^jects 
for  which  tbe  constitution  was  formed,  and,  by  neces- 
sary  eonseqnenoo,  tending  to  weaken  and  destroy 
the  Union  ftself. 

8.  Seaolved,  That  this  (rovemmcnt  was  Instituted 
and  adopted  by  tbe  several  States  of  tiiia  Union  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  effisct  the 
powm  which  they  had  delegated  by  the  constitution 
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for  their  mutual  security  and  prosperity,  and  that  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  Govern- 
ment is  bound  so  to  exerdse  its  powera,  as  not  to 
Interfere  with  the  atatnUty  and  seoonty  of  the  domefr 
tie  faistitadons  (tf  tbe  States  that  oompose  tbelTidon; 
and  that  it  la  the  Bolemn  duty  of  the  Oovemment  to 
reast,  to  &e  extent  of  ita  oonstitntional  power,  dl 
attempts  by  one  portion  of  tbe  Union  to  nse  it  as  an 
instrument  to  attack  the  domestic  institutions  of 
another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such  institutions. 

4.  Jieiolved,  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States  of  this  Union, 
composes  an  Important  part  of  their  domestic  institu- 
tions, Inherited  boa  their  ancestors,  and  existing  st 
the  adbption  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  is  recog- 
mzed  as  constitnting  an  important  clement  !n  the 
apportitmment  of  powers  among  the  States,  and  that 
no  change  of  o[rinion  or  feeling,  on  the  part  of  the 
otiier  States  of  the  Union  In  relation  to  It,  can  justify 
them  or  their  cMsens  In  open  and  systematic  sttacfa 
tiiereon,  with  tbe  view  to  its  overthrow;  and  tttt  all 
such  iMatka  are  in  manifest  violation  of  tiie  mntaal 
and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defmd  each  other, 
given  by  the  States  req>ectively,  on  entering  into  the 
constitutional  compact  which  formed  the  Union,  and 
as  saA  are  a  manifest  breach  of  faith,  and  a  violation 
of  the  most  solemn  obligationa 

8.  lUtolvedt  Tbkt  the  interference  by  the  citizens 
of  any  of  the  States,  with  the  view  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  District,  is  endangering  the  rights  snd 
security  of  the  people  of  the  District,  and  that  any  act 
or  measure  of  Congress  designed  to  abolish  slavery 
in  this  District,  would  be  a  'delation  of  the  faith  im- 

Slied  in  the  eessiona  by  the  States  of  Virpinia  and 
[aryland,  a  just  cause  of  alarm  to  tbe  people  of  the 
slave-bolding  States,  and  hare  a  direct  and  uwrit^ 
tendency  to  dlstnrb  and  endanger  tbe  Union. 

And  Reaolved,  That  any  attempt  of  Congress  to 
abolish  sUvery  in  any  Territory  of  the  Unit^  States 
in  wliich  it  exists,  would  create  serious  alarm,  and 
just  apprehension,  in  the  States  sustaining  tiiat  do- 
mestic institution ;  would  be  a  violation  of  good  faith 
towards  die  itduttntants  of  any  such  Territory  who  have 
been  permitted  to  settie  with,  and  bold  staves  tiiercin, 
because  the  people  of  any  such  Territory  have  not 
asked  for  the  aboUti'on  of  slavery  therein,  and  because 
when  any  such  Territory  shall  bo  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  tbe  people  thereof  will  be  entitled 
to  dedde  that  question  exduslvely  for  themselves. 

The  final  TOte  npon  the  adoption  of  these  res- 
olutions, was: 

Tius. — Kessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of 
Ken.,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Gnindy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Lomiwiii,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  X  lies, 
Norvell,  Pleroe,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walk- 
er, White,  Williams.  Wright,  and  Younf^5. 

Nats.— Meana,  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight, 'McKean, 
Prentiss,  RobUns,  anith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and  Web* 
ster— 9. 

[The  debate  on  these  resolutions  was  deemed  so 
material,  that  each  speaker  drew  up  his  own  remarks 
after  the  current  debate  was  publidied,  and  placed 
them  in  the  Appendix  to  the  current  debate,  from 
wliidi  they  arc  now  taken  to  follow  the  sutyect  to 
whldi  tiiey  belong.] 
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WxDassDA.T,  Janoaiy  8. 
Jfr.  CblAotm't  Bamlutiont. 

The  second  resolation  being  under  oonsidera- 
tion,  and  Mr.  Mobbib  having  moved  to  strike 
oat  the  words  *'  moral  or  religions ; "  on  which 
Le  asked  the  jeaa  and  nays — 

Mr.  YoTTNo  said  that  he  had  risen  to  request 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Sonth  OaroUna 
Oh.  CALHoinf)  to  insist  upon  ihe  form  of  the 
resolution  under  consideration  as  it  then  was. 
Why,  mr,  strike  ont  the  words  poUHeal,  moral, 
or  religiotu,  when  it  .is  known,  or  onght  to  be 
known,  that  this  is  the  Identical  langnage  em- 
ployed by  the  AbolitimiiBts  as  the  petext  for 
mterfaring  with  the  domesUo  relationa  of  Am 
Sontllt  Bhall  we  not  use  terms  as  fondble, 
and  as  exprMsive  of  the  object  we  have  in  view, 
as  have  been  used  by  them  to  propagate  their 
mischierons  doMrines,  which  have  well  nigh 
arrayed  one  section  of  the  Union  agunst  an- 
other ?  If  I  mistake  not,  Mr.  President,  this  is 
also  the  langnage  of  the  Vermont  r«tO(Ufton«, 
of  which  we  have  hod  notice.  This,  sir,  is  the 
very  ground  upon  which  the  AboUtionists  place 
the  argament — that  domestic  slavery,  in  every 
form,  IS  "  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religiotu  peo- 
pie " — and  upon  this  ground  I  desire  to  meet 
them.  Tea,  sir,  the  qaestion,  if  we  expect  to 
eflbot  any  good  purpose  by  these  resolationa, 
dioold  be  met  promptly  and  directly.  Gentle- 
men tell  OS  that  the  object,  aim,  and  end  of 
these  memorials  is  abditiou  in  the  District  of 
Oolumbia— nothing  more.  Is  this  the  fact,  Mr, 
Preridentt  On  the  contrary,  do  we  not  know, 
does  not  eveiT  Senator  know,  that  this  move- 
ment in  the  District,  if  saccessfnl,  la  intended 
to  reatih  davery  in  every  part  of  the  oonntry, 
under  whatever  form  it  may  exist  t  It  is  but 
the  entering  wedge  to  theb*  grand  scheme  of 
universal  emaneipation  and  elew^ion  tbrongh- 
'  out  the  country.  Mr.  President,  how  can  we 
mistake  the  object,  if  we  look  into  the  nnmer- 
oos  abolition  papers  which  are  oontinnally 
laid  upon  oar  tables,  (from  what  qoartar,  or  at 
whose  expens^  I  know  not,)  and  vhloh  are  as 
oonatantly  filled  with  the  groaseat  misrepresen- 
tations and  perremons  of  the  Southern  charao> 
ter,  is  connected  with  the  drnnestio  institatioa 
of  slavery,  as  it  exists  under  the  o<m8dtution  in 
that  portion  of  the  confederacy  t  I  read  these 
papers,  dr;  I  have  considered  their  purport, 
and  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  opinion,  that  a 
general  war  (a  moral  and  religiotu  one  if  you 
choose)  upon  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in 
the  South  and  South-western  States,  is  intend- 
ed. I  wish  the  gentlemen  from  the  Soutti,  in- 
stead of  throwiug  them  into  the  fire,  would 
read  tiiem  also,  and  they  will  soon  discover,  if 
th^  are  not  already  informed,  the  nature  of 
this  war.  and  the  weapons  to  be  employed  by 
one  of  tne  parties  to  the  contest,  the  better  to 
insure  the  victory.  Yes,  nr,  the  garb  of  reli- 
gion Is  to  be  assumed,  and  under  that  RMoicos 
pretext,  the  oonslitiUion  itself  is  to  M  ftnt 


[jAxnAzr,  1888. 

reuL  and  then  torn  to  pieces.  Mr.  President,  I 
redde  in  a  nra-daveholding  Sti^ ;  the  people 
of  that  State  are  essentially  in  favor  of  emanci- 

Oand  I  am  proud  of  its  free  institutions, 
r,  as  much  as  we  prefer  freedom  to  eda- 
very,  the  great  mass  of  our  inhabitants  are  as 
decidedly  opposed  to  all  interference  with  the 
domestic  rdations  of  the  other  States  which 
differ  with  us  in  sentiment  on  this  all-impor- 
tant subject  They  regard  slavery  as  it  exists 
under  the  Oonatitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
not  now  a  debatable  question.  But  the  State 
of  Illinois  has  not  left  her  sister  States  of  the 
South  to  doubt  and  conjecture  as  to  her  posi- 
tion on  this  great  question.  That  State,  by  ita 
Leglalatore,  has,  in  the  s(rfemn  form  of  resoln- 
tion&  as  ftr  as  die  oould  conidstentiy  go  with- 
out infHnglDg  the  oonstitational  rights  oF  her 
dtlzena,  stamped  its  sesl  of  dlsanprobstion  up* 
on  the  doctrine  of  modem  Abolitionism  In  all 
its  forms, 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Oalhoun)  will  insist  upon  the  reso- 
lution as  it  is,  and  that  the  amendment  of  tiie 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Mokbis,)  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  moral  or  reHgiove,"  may  not  pre- 
vail. Strike  out  the  words  in  the  resolution, 
as  proposed  sir,  and  it  is  mutilated.  It  would 
not  meet  the  case  folly  as  it  is  presented. 


TsuBSDATi  January  4. 
Mr.  Caih&unU  SetoUOioiu. 

The  Senate  baring  resumed  the  consideratioa 
of  the  resolutions  ofi'ered  by  Mr.  Oalhoxtn,  the 
third  of  the  series  being  before  them, 

Mr.  NoBVBLL  rose  to  move  that  so  much  of 
the  third  reeolotion  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Oarolina,  ^Mr.  Oalbouh,)  as  pledged 
this  Government  to  give  "  increased  "  stabiE^ 
and  seouiity  to  the  domestio  institutions  of  the 
States^  and  as  pronoonoed  it  to  be  ita  duty  to 
"  strengthen  "  them,  be  «ased  from  the  resolu- 
tion, a  would  then  mad :  "  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  and  adopted  by  the  several 
States  of  this  Uidon  as  a  common  agent,  in  or- 
der to  carry  Into  effect  the  powers  which  the^ 
had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for  their 
mutual  security  and  prosperity;  and  that,  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this 
Croveniment  is  based  so  as  to  exercise  its  pow- 
^  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  stability  and  se- 
curity of  the  domestic  institutions  of  die  States 
that  compose  the  Union;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  duty  of  the  Government  to  resist  all  at- 
tempts by  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  use  it  as 
an  instrument  to  attack  the  domestio  institu- 
tions of  another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such 
inatitatioDs." 

Slavery  in  this  country  was  entirdy  a  domes- 
tio qaestion.  Congress  oonid  nut  touch  tt. 
The  States  in  which  slavery  was  still  tolerated 
had  new,  even  by  implication,  ^ven  np  any 
porthm  of  thdr  exdudre  poww  over  tiie  whde 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


680 


ABRIDaUENT  OP  XEB 


Jamuaxt,  1888.] 

mibject.  Thaj  oonld  not,  with  anj  regard  to 
their  own  safety,  permit  it  to  be  drawn  into 
question  \>j  their  sister  States,  or  hj  the  Gen- 
eral GoTirament.  It  wu  i»t  asal^eot  opea  to 
disoanioa  viUi  a  view  to  kc^atioD  anywhere 
bnt  in  the  Statei  reoc^Mng  and  safiSering  the 
extetenoe  of  daTery.  Nor  oonld  Oongress,  in 
his  opinion,  either  constitationally,  or  ctmsist- 
entlj  with  the  pabUc  futh,  aboliflh  it  in  the 
District  of  Oolambia,  ui^ess  the  people  of  the 
District  desired  it,  and  petitionea  for  it.  The 
District  was  ceded  to  Oongress  by  the  States 
of  Yirffinia  and  Maryland,  on  the  condition  that 
the  rights  of  private  property,  as  before  exist- 
ing, were  to  be  held  sacred ;  and  the  United 
States  received  the  cesuon  upon  that  condition. 
The  power  granted  to  Oongress,  to  "  exercise 
exdoBiTe  le^ialatioa,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  the  Dutrict,"  conlmed  no  anthorify  to 
Tiolate  the  pnblio  fidth,  or  to  take  fkt»n  Its  in- 
habitanta  their  property  withont  their  c<Hiflent. 
It  nmply  and  clearly  meant,  that  l^iBlatiTe 
powers  coold  be  exerdaed  by  no  other  body 
tiian  Congress  over  the  District.  It  meant  no 
more.  It  did  not  mean  that  Congress  conld 
pass  any  law  dictated  by  its  arbitrary  will  and 
pleasore,  in  violation  of  the  right  of  property, 
or  oi  any  other  right  asserted  in  the  acts  of 
ees^on  to  the  United  States.  If  Haiyland  and 
Virginia  had  imagined  that  this  question  wonid 
have  been  here  rt^sed,  they  would  never  have 
ceded  the  District. 

Bnt  taking  views,  as  he  did,  of  the  snhject, 
he  conld  not  agree  to  confer  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, by  implicaUon,  any  right  to  give  inena$- 
«d  stabfUty,  seonrity,  and  strenath  to  tbo  do- 
meelio  instttatUm  ot  daveiy  In  any  <tf  the 
States.  He  was  not  willing  to  pledge  this 
Government  so  to  administer  its  affairs  as  at  all 
to  interfere,  on  <»e  side  or  the  other,  with  a 
subject  which  the  oonstitatioa  had  not  confided 
to  It.  The  Sonth  cannot  desire  this.  All  that 
the  Booth  asks  on  this  sabject  is  to  let  her 
alone.  To  this  extent  he  would  dteerfhlly  pledge 
the  Government.  He  would  commit  it,  mind 
and  soul,  to  snstain  the  constitution  as  it  was ; 
to  protect  the  institutions  and  the  interests  of 
every  part  of  the  Unitm,  so  far  as  its  oonstita* 
tional  pomn  would  anthoriie  it  to  go  for  that 
purpose.  The  resolation,  amended  as  he  pro- 
posed, wu  strong  enon^. 

Hr.  CuHomr  entertadiud  vr&rj  sentiment  of 
]«q>ect  for  the  feelings  at  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  (Hr.  NoBVXLL.)  He  believed  his  feel- 
ings were  sound  throughout,  and  were  based 
upon  sound  policy.  Be  be^ed  leave  to  state 
his  reasons  for  inserting  the  words  "  the  seve- 
ral States,"  etc.  It  was  his  belief  that  in  many 
things  it  was  admitted  by  the  Greneral  Govern- 
ment that  the  States  had  separate,  distinct,  and 
vested  constitutional  rights.  In  this  belief  and 
understanding,  there  had  so  long  existed  a  gen- 
eral good  feeling  between  the  two  Govem- 
mcoits,  thdr  acts  were  in  all  things  correlative, 
and  wen,  so  ftr  as  they  acted  together,  pro- 
moting individaat  and  oonfodentive  rights^  by 


[26ni  CoHo. 

which  course  of  action  each  ever  stren^hened 
the  other,  and  tended  to  produce  union  and 
harmony  throo^ont ;  and,  what  was  more,  it 
tended  to  uph<^  the  domestic  invtitntifma  d 
the  States. 

Every  (me  most  admit,  oootimied  Ur.  that 
the  qnarantine  lam  were  wholly  under  the 
State  control,  while  the  laws  of  commerce  were 
controlled  wholly  by  Congress;  yet  the  two 
were  inseparable,  and  each  depended  upon  the 
other.  Congress  never  claimed  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  regolation  of  one  brandi,  nor  did 
the  Government  of  the  several  States  deny  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over  the  other. 

During  the  French  Revolution,  an  insurrec- 
tion broke  oat  in  the  French  colony  of  St.  Do- 
mingo among  the  blacks.  There  was  a  danger 
of  interconrse  and  interference  of  the  blaohs  on 
the  island  and  thoab  of  our  States.  To  prevent 
this,  State  laws^mtihibilang  such  intercoatse^ 
were  passed.  These  laws  were  sanoti^med  by 
Congress. 

There  was  a  strong  analogy  in  this  case  to 
the  one  now  under  discusdon.  Oongress  had 
here  passed  laws  distinctly  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  States.  In  farther  illustration  he  would 
otte  the  laws  and  regulation  of  the  port  of 
Charleston :  his  position  was  here  still  more 
strengthened.  He  alluded  to  the  prohibition 
of  black  sailors  on  board  vessels  trading  with 
that  port  Congress  had  yielded  and  fully  as* 
sented  to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  even 
the  British  Government  had  assented,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  propriety  of  saeh  enactments 
and  reguotions.  Having  said  this  much,  for 
the  purpose  of  eonvintnng  his  fHend  ttom  Mich- 
igan, (Mr.  NoKVELL,)  he  shoold  look  with  the 
grei^est  owfi^enoe  tar  his  vote  in  sopport  of 
the  naolntion,  withont  his  pn^oaed  amend- 
ment. 

Hr.  IIosTEU.  responded,  that  yesterdaj^  the 
Senator  fmm  Sonth  CaroliDA  had  expressed  a 
desire  to'  transfer  this  whole  Abolition  war  to 
the  North  and  the  North-west ;  a  belief  that 
there  was  to  be  the  great  battie-ground  of  the 
oonfliot  Ooold  that  honorable  Senator  then 
wish  to  we^en  the  hands,  to  impair  the  moral 
vigor,  of  those  who  were  to  fight  that  grert 
hattie  for  the  safety  of  the  South,  and  the  nee- 
enration  of  the  Union  ?  Hiis  h«  woold  do,  if 
be  wen  to  persist  in  reqnlting  ns  to  lend  onr 
^  to  "  inoreaso  "  and  strengthen  "  the  institn- 
tion  of  slavery.  The  Senator  had  alluded  to 
the  perfect  beauty  and  honnony  oi  onr  system 
as  it  was.  For  this  very  reason  was  it,  that 
the  amendment  had  been  proposed.  It  was  to 
preserve,  not  to  mar  the  harmony  and  beauty 
o£  our  system,  that  this  Government  should  not 
be  required  to  go  lieyond  the  maintenance  of 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  as  they 
exist  and  are  protected  by  the  Federal  Consti- 
tntion.  The  Senator  had  illustrated  his  views, 
by  adducing  spedal  coses  in  which  tiie  Govern- 
ment had  by  law  interfered  to  sustain  and 
strengthen  the  health  laws  of  the  Stotes,  and  to 
protect  the  South  against  the  efieots  of  the  ogi- 
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tation  in  Bt.  Domingo,  lome  yeam  ago.  Tbat 
was  all  proper ;  it  was  oonatdtntimal ;  bnt  the 
illnstrations  did  not  Bustain  the  general  propo- 
flition  ooDt^ed  in  the  reeolntion. 

Ur.  PmaroM  aaid :  The  resolution  in  its  pres- 
cnt  shape,  asserts  that  the  General  Govem- 
uient  is  bonnd  to  protect  the  domestio  institn- 
tions  of  the  Beveral  States.  This  ground  he 
nerer  wished  to  assome.  The  States  shoold  be 
suffered  to  maintain  and  protect  their  own  ri^^ts, 
and  their  own  institntious.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment was  rather,  in  his  opinion,  bonnd,  from 
its  Terj  nature,  not  to  ijUermsddle  with  theie 
rigJUt,  bnt  strictly,  and  in  every  instanoe,  to  hem 
kaad*<i0'.  ToiUasfcratehisanamenthewoiiIa 
revert  to  Bome  ftw  <rf  these  inadtatirau  in  Tariona 
qntrtera.  <^  of  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant domestio  insdtntiws  of  Maryland  was 
the  State  Colonization  Socie^.  It  was  a  State 
•  corporation.  Wonld  his  coUeagae  wish  to  see 
the  direct  action  of  Congress  to  support  this 
instatatirail  Wonld  there  not  be  as  many  con- 
flicting sentiments  on  the  snbfect  as  npon  that 
of  domestio  slavery  ?  The  great  manufactories 
of  the  Korth  are  incwporated,  and  have  vast 
amonnts  of  f^uds  invested;  should  these  be 
either  directly  protected  or  invaded  by  Oon- 
grese? 

He  would  admit  that  Govmmient  might  by 
its  action  oratrtbiite  to  establish  proper  secn- 
lity  to  State  inatttntiona,  so  flu-  as  is  oonaiBtent 
witii  the  oonatitntioo,  and  with  State  ri^its 
and  enaotaientB,  and  the  oonstitotions  of  the 
States,  bnt  no  nither. 

Mr.  CALHoxnc  was  willing  to  assent  to  the 
amendment,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to 
do  so.  He  wonld  make  any  oonoassion  to  meet 
the  views  of  those  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of 
Abolition,  in  order  to  get  a  strong  vote  in  favor 
of  the  general  doctrioea  set  livth  in  tiie  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  PnasTON  followed  in  support  c/l  the 
(pinions  he  had  expressed  in  f^vor  oS  the 
amendment. 

Ur.  Httbbabd  said :  The  avowed  pnroose  of 
the  Senator  fW>m  Sonth  Oan^a  was,  that  the 
Senate  sbonld  express,  by  rssolntiiHi,  as  their 
deliberate  opinion,  that  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  any  section  of  the  Union,  or  any  inter- 
meddling of  any  portion  of  the  oonmiunity, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  wiUi  domestic 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  Soathem  States,  wiUi 
a  view  to  it*  alteration  or  sufttwrnm,  would  not 
only  be  grosdy  nnjnst,  bnt  a  course  of  proceed- 
ing not  warranted  by  the  constitntion.  This 
was  the  declared  obieot  the  Senator,  and  to 
all  this  he  most  readily  yielded  his  assent 

He  need  not  assure  the  Senator  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  tiiat  no  man  was  more  wiUii^  than 
himaelf  to  carry  ont  such  a  purpose — and  most 
dieerftiny  woitld  he  suppwt  any  resolntioa 
drawn  out  in  Hoa  strongest  temw,  and  in  the 
most  forcible  language^  flilly  to  express  snob  a 
sentiment.  He  did  not  agree  with  Senators 
who  Uiou^t  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  ^e 
adi^itimofUieseTeauntioiia.  Maih^terymttkf 


In  his  Judgment,  would  be  aooomldisfaed  by 
agreeing  to  the  raKdatkma  (with  some  am«u- 
ments)  which  had  been  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  If  this  ^d  not  go  far 
enough  as  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina 
^Mr.  PnasTON)  expressed— if  they  would  not 
inspire  oonfidenoe  and  ^ve  security  in  the 
South,  be  firmly  believed  that  their  adoption 
would  be  productive  of  much  good  in  the  uon- 
slavebolding  States.  He  represented  on  tMs 
floor,  with  his  respected  oolleague,  one  of  those 
States ;  and  he  could  not  donbt  that  the  adop- 
tion  of  these  res(dati<His  substantially,  would 
tei:d<to  allay  in  that  i^uarter,  the  spirit  of  Abo- 
litionism—wonld  be  a  cUrect  appeal  to  the  In-i 
telUgence  and  to  the  patriotism  of  the  &ee  cit- 
imifl  of  the  North ;  and  he  coold  not  lot  a 
moment  doubt  that  they  would  have  a  control- 
ling inflnence  npon  the  course  and  conduct  of 
the  Abolitionists  themselves.  If  the  adoption 
of  that  resolution  would  not  directiy  inflnence 
the  action  of  the  Abolitionists,  they  could  not 
fail  to  produce  a  powerfol  effect  on  pnblio 
opinion ;  and  tbron^h  the  influence  of  popular 
sentiment  wonld  this  fell  spirit  of  fonaticion  be 
stayed.  He  was  therefore  prepared  to  go  with 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  in  carrying  ont 
the  purpose  avowed.  But,  while  he  was  thus 
prepared  to  give  his  sapptnt  to  the  res(dations 
of  xh»  hmioraue  Senator — ^beUeving,  as  he  oon^ 
soientioaaly  did,  that  thdr  adoption  woidd  do 
good  at  home— he  ooidd  not  agree  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  third  resolution,  as  the  Senator  had 
drawn  it.  It  went  farther  than  he  was  wilUng 
to  go.  His  doctrine  had  been,  ever  since  he 
bad  beffli  a  member  of  Congress,  that  it  was  the 
bonnden  daty  of  the  North  '*  to  Ut  the  whole 
matter  alone."  That  the  institution  of  domes- 
tic davery,  as  it  existed  in  the  Sonthem  section 
of  the  Union,  was  no  concern  of  theirs.  He  • 
wonld  suggest  an  alteration  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  resolution,  not  that  it  was  objec- 
tionable to  himself  as  it  was ;  but  the  altera- 
ticm,  he  was  aatiafled,  wonld  make  it  more  ao> 
o^tl^UetOBonieofitafiiendB.  Hewoiddhavo 
that  part  of  the  leacdatton  read— "that  this 
Government  was  instituted  to  carry  into  effect 
the  powera  delegated  by  the  omstitalioii  tor 
the  mutual  beiwflt  ai^  prosperity  of  tho 
States." 

He  wonld  not  press  this  alteration,  bnt  he 
was  assured  that  it  wonld  be  more  acceptable 
to  some  friends  in  tbat  form.  It  would  receive 
his  support,  whether  altered  or  whether  it  re- 
mained unchanged  in  this  particular ;  bnt  he 
felt  a  great  solicitude  to  have  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan  adopt- 
ed. Such  would  be  the  import  of  the  rescun- 
tion,  without  the  amoidmwt,  that  he  could  not 
(friwdly  as  he  was  to  the  object)  vote  for  It, 
The  resolution  dedares,  in  sobetanoe,  "that 
tiiia  Goremment  is  bonnd  so  to  exerdse  its 
^wers  at  to  give,  at  far  at  may  "be  praeticeAU^ 
inereated  ttahility  and  teeurity  to  the  imtUni^ 
Uon  <(f  domettio  elazery;  and  that  it  is  the 
aoiemn  duty  of  tim  Guvenunont  to  resist  all  at- 
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tempts  to  weakeu  or  destroy,  but  is  bound  to 
gtren^tkm  and  to  uphold  the  in$titution  of  do- 
•vtettic  tlaoery."  He  was  mra  that  the  Suiator 
from  Boatii  Oandina  could  not  ask  this  at  bis 
hands. 

Kr.  Pbkston  inquired  hov  the  resolntion 
would  read  were  the  amendment  adopted! 

yte.  BnoouTur  remarked,  "  EKoatly  riffht." 

Hr.  Gixaoim  anaoancedhls  fiiU  assent  to 
{he  ammdment 

llr.  Burnt,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  ibUowing 
as  a  proviso  to  the  third  resolution,  on  which 
h«  asked  the  yeks  and  dsts  : 

"  Provided,  Thst  notUng  ctatdned  in  flwse  reso- 
lotioDs  di^  be  constaved  or  undetstood  ss  express- 
ing an  oi^nion  of  thb  Senate  adverse  to  these  fnnda- 
mental  principles  of  this  Gorenunent, '  That  all  men 
are  craUed  equal ;  that  tbey  are  aidowed  b;  their 
Creator  with  certain  iaalieiK^le  rights ;  that  among 
these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pumiit  of  b)q)piness. 
That  the  ireedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  the 
^ht  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemUe  to  petition 
the  Government  for  redress  of  grievances,  shall  never 
be  abridged.  Thai  error  of  oi&icMi  may  be  tcdetated 
vhile  reason  ia  left  fne  to  comltat  iL  That  the 
TJnioQ  must  be  preserved.*  fiut,  on  the  contrary, 
all  ^ose  constitutitntal,  fundamental,  and  poliUcitl 
truths,  are  exjweaely  reoognized  by  this  Senate," 

Mr.  Oalhouit  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  shonld  attempt  to  em- 
barrass l^e  passage  of  the  r^lntions,  by  the 
introdaction  of  an  abstract  proposition,  not  rele- 
vant, and  not  calcniated  to  have  any  salatary 
effect.  If  the  resolntions  were  incorrect  in 
principle,  vote  them  down;  hnt,  on  the  contra- 
ry, if  they  were  based  on  proper  oonstitntlonal 
ground,  why  not  sustain  them  in  a  crisis  like 
the  present,  which  all  must  admit  to  he  dan- 
gerous to  the  best  interests  of  the  ITnion. 

Mr,  SiOTH,  of  Indiana,  denied  that  he  had 
ever  on  any  occosioDj  in  that  or  any  other 
body,  fionght  to  do  by  indirect  means  what  he 
eoola  do  directly.  He  said,  if  the  proviso  was 
hnt  an  abstraction,  as  it  had  been  named,  the 
resolution  itself  was  no  more ;  one  abiitraotion 
was  surely  as  good  as  anoth^ ;  and  if  tiio  Sen- 
ate is  to  be  engaged  in  building  ap  abstraotions, 
those  which  he  now  offered  were  too  important 
to  be  overlooked ;  they  were  the  alfstroctions 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  might  be 
safely  deemed  as  worthy,  of  attention  as  the 
more  modem  ones  of  present  Senators. 

Mr.  OALHomr  obsOTved  th^  he  had  said 
notliing  of  the  troth  or  error  of  the  principles 
contained  in  the  proviso,  bnt  had  dmply  enter- 
ed his  protest  against  its  being  attached  to  his 
resolutions,  there  any  ttung  in  his  reso- 
lntions that  infringed  the  right  of  speech  or  the 
freedom  of  tlie  press  ?  When  that  was  aimed 
at,  it  would  then  be  time  to  make  the  objection. 
He  hod  said  before,  and  would  repeat  it,  thfU 
the  only  otgect  was  to  have  a  common  ground 
•n  which  all  might  stand.  North  as  well  as 
South,  to  repel  aggression. 

Mr.  YoDSOs  of  Illinois,  said :  The  Senator 
ttom  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Fbkston,)  in  ^leak- 


ing of  the  domestio  institutions  of  the  Sontli, 
and  especially  in  rraard  to  slavery,  says  "  handi 
as  to  the  alave-holding  States,  and  they  will 
take  care  of  themselves.  He  sot  only  denies 
the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  secure 
and  protect  the  State  institutions  in  every  case, 
and  under  every  variety  of  eireamstanoes,  bnt 
Bolemniy  protests  agunst  its  ezerdse,  as  an 
nnwarrantidile  and  uncalled-^  intezareiiee. 
Now,  sir^  I  will  ask  the  Senator  what  oonrtnio* 
tiou  he  gives  to  t3ie  third  daose  bf  the  seecmd 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitation, 
which  provides  that  ^^noptrton  held  to  »«nie« 
or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  law  Utfrc^  «- 
eaping  into  another,  thall,  in  eoneequertee  of  any 
Imo  therein,  he  dieeharged  frovk  luch  eerviee  er 
labor,  Jmt  thall  he  deUeered  up  on  claim  of  the 
party  to  tohom  eueh  eerviee  or  labor  may  he  due  /" 
Suppose  the  act  of  1793,  passed  in  pursuance 
of  tills  provision  in  the  constitution  to  enidde 
owners  to  reoldm  their  fugitive  daves,  should 
be  repraled;  that  the  General  Government 
^onld,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  ci  the 
Senator,  act  upon  the  principle  of  "  AomZs 
infnturo;  and  one  of  the  slaves  (tfSontti. Caro- 
lina, owing  service  under  the  laws  of  that  State, 
should  escape  into  Pennsylvania  or  Ohio,  and 
should  be  protected  there,  in  what  way  would 
thb  honorable  Senator  reclaim  himf  Wonld 
he  march  an  anny  against  the  offending  State, 
and  make  recapture  ti  et  armit — with  force  of 
arms  !  Surely  not,  sir.  But,  Mr.  Preddent,  I 
believe,  nuon  reflection,  that  the  Senator  ^d 
say  Bomeuiing  about  his  remedy,  and  that  rem- 
edy, if  I  mistake  not,  was  to  hanff  the  offender 
if  caught  within  their  borders.  I  deny,  sir, 
that  any  power  exists  in  any  of  the  States  to 
punish  even  Abolitionista  fbr  suppoeed  oflbnoes 
committed  in  any  other  State.  The  same  con- 
stitution which  secures  to  the  slave-bdder  tho 
right  of  going  into  a  non-slaveholding  State  to 
recover  nis  nigitive  slave,  equEdly  protects  the 
Abolitionist  in  the  privilege  of  going  into  a 
slave-holding  State,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  pro- 
vided he  commits  no  offence  against  the  laws 
of  such  State  during  his  stay  within  its  limits. 
It  has  been  denied  nere,  again  and  again,  that 
the  Abolitionists  have  any  designs  upon  the  in- 
stitution of  domestic  slayery  in  the  States.  I 
am  astonished  that  the  Senators  from  these 
States  should  not  have  detected,  and  exposed 
in  a  proper  manner,  one  dedgn  at  least,  of  a 
hif^ily  immutant  diaraoter,  whuh,  if  not  ciieck- 
ed  and  rebuked  in  tim^  ia  calimlated  to  inflict 
a  fhtal  blow  upon  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
this  Union.  I  understand,  at,  that  under  tiiat 
clause  in  the  constitution  to  which  I  referred 
as  providing  a  remedy  in  cases  of  fugitive 
slaves,  the  Abolitionists  contend  that  it  is  the 
rightfulprovince  of  the  State  LeffitJataret,  and 
not  tf  Congreet,  to  provide  that  remedy ;  and 
that,  acting  under  this  supposed  influence,  one 
at  least  of  the  State  LegisUturee  (that  of  Mas- 
sachusetts) had  already  interfered  so  for  as  to 
provide  for  a  trial  by  Jury  in  such  cases,  I 
would  inquire  of  the  honorable  Senatora  fttan 
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that  State  (Messrs.  Wedsteb  and  Batis)  wlie&- 
er  sach  is  uie  fact  or  not  f 

[Both  the  Senators  having  denied  all  knowl- 
edge of  anj  such  lav  or  proceeding,  Hr.TouiiiQ 
proceeded  :j 

Then,  Mr.  President,  I  hava  heen  misinform- 
ed in  relatioa  to  this  matter ;  and  mony^  of  the 
Abolitionists  who  would  not  IntenUoudlj  mi»- 
take  truth,  have  also  been  misinformed  and 
imposed  on;  for  such  has  been  the  belief. 
Bnt,  Bir,  this  mnch  I  know  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge^ that  Abolitionists  are  ret^uired  to  circn- 
late  memorials  addreased  to  their  State  Legisla- 
tures, requesting  the  passage  of  laws  to  secure 
the  trial  by  jury,  under  State  authority,  in  all 
Buoh  cases.  I  handed  to  the  Senator  from 
SoDtU  Carolina  (Mr.  Oaimojts)  a  few  days  since 
a  paper  oontaining  the  form  of  one  of  these 
memorials,  which  was  given  to  me  by  a  profess- 
ed AtwUtionist,  (and  wno  is,  in  my  opinion,  in 
all  other  re^>ects,  a  Christian  and  a  worthy 
man,)  a»  eontuoing  an  exhibition  of  their  prin- 
clplea,  motives,  and  actions,  by  which  it  will  be 
nen,  thai  a  ^reet  attack  ia  in  this  way  intended 
i^dnst  that  leading  principle  in  the  constitu- 
tion, whicb  alone  secures  the  possession  and 
enjoyment  of  this  great  interest  of  the  South, 
And  yet  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pbebton)  says  "Aan<2>  — that  they  want 
none  of  our  interference  from  the  free  States. 
Then,  Mr.  President,  why  are  these  resolutions 
here )  Why  are  we  of  the  free  States  solicited 
to  participate  in  their  eonuderation,  and  finally 
to  vote  upon  them,  if  the  South  requires  no 
«d  at  our  hands  I  Sir,  we  too  are  interested 
la  settling  great  constitutional  questions ;  and 
being  interested,  will  exercise  onr  piirilege  of 
debating  these  proportions,  if  we  onoose  to  do 
80,  and  of  voting  afterwards  in  such  manner  as 
onr  Judgment  may  direct  for  the  good  of  the 
whole.  Sir,  I  desire,  under  existing  circum- 
Btances,  that  this  provision  in  the  constitution, 
and  the  construction  now  put  upon  it  by  the 
Abolitionists  and  their  advocates,  may  not  be 
overlooked. 

Mr.  Pbebton  expressed  some  doubt  in  regard 
to  such  help  as  tiie  Senator  just  up  had  propos- 
ed. If  the  Government  should  not  protect  the 
interests  of  the  South  in  accordance  with  the 
constitution,  they  would  take  care  ofthem- 
adves.  The  gentleman  had  admitted  that  a 
ilave  could  not  be  recovered  by  an  abolition 
Jory  in. Pennsylvania,  w  other  non-star^old- 
iRg  State ;  and  yet  he  donanded  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  should  extend  its  protection 
to  incendiaries  within  the  aiave-holduig  States. 

Mr.  Allen  said  it  i^tpeared  to  him  there  was 
a  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  have  this  discussion  as  limited  as  possible, 
and  It  was  therefore  a  source  of  regret  to  him 
to  observe  the  attempts  made  to  embarrass  these 
resolutions  in  their  progresa  He  had  deter- 
mined to  offer,  after  the  resolutions  had  been' 
passed,  the  fulowing  amendment  to  be 
{tended: 

"ThatnotUDg  in  the  fiw^oing  nMlidoM  Is  in- 


[JimriBT,  1SS8. 

tended  to  recognize  the  right  of  Congress  to  impair 
in  any  mumer  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press, 
or  the  i^fat  of  petition,  u  secured  by  the  constitn- 
tion  to  the  dtizens  of  tin  Mvenl  States,  within  tMr 
States  req>ectively." 

But  the  oonrse  tak«i  by  ttie  Senator  from  In- 
diana would  indnce  him  to  move  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proviso,  to  strike  out  idl  after  the 
word  "provided,'"  and  insert  what  he  had  just 
read. 

Mr.  Cjllhoun  was  willing  to  yield  every  inch 
of  ground  that  he  could,  to  fortify  those  who 
saw  the  danger  that  was  pending,  and  wished 
to  meet  it  in  a  proper  manner.  He  could  have 
wished  his  resolutions  to  have  passed  as  he 
originally  drafted  them ;  but  that  spirit  of  con- 
cession which  he  felt  under  the  responsibility 
he  had  assumed,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  Qlr. 
Allen,)  because  not  advene  to  tiie  spirit  of  his 
resolutions,  and  because  it  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  recondle  others  not  othwwise  dl^os- 
ed  to  sustain  them. 

Mr.  MoBBis,  adverting  to  remarks  which  had 
been  made  relating  to  t^e  punishment  of  Abo- 
litionists by  State  laws,  s&id  he  regarded  this 
and  other  similar  doctrines  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  this  debate,  as  subversive  of  all  beo- 
dom,  and  of  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
He  insisted  that  all  classes  of  men  had  an  im- 
prescriptible right,  above  all  government,  to 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition. 
He  repelled  the  imputation  that  those  who 
were  unMendly  to  these  resolutions  were  In 
any  way  unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  defend  the  right  of  all 
men  to  trial  by  jury,  which  right,  he  inststed, 
was  expreraly  guaranteed  by  me  constitution. 
And  if  the  right  to  trial  by  jury  belongs  to 
every  citizen^  on  what  pretext  oonld  a  free 
State  deny  this  right  to  any  man  within  sadi 
State  ?  Could  the  State  deny  it  on  pretext  of 
ook>r  ?  Or  could  it  be  denied  or  refused  on  ac- 
count <^  the  oath  <tf  another  man  who  might 
swear  that  any  othw  man  was  his  property? 

Fbtoat,  Jannaiy  S. 

Mr.  Caihoun**  SMolution*. 

The  ^estion  being  on  Mr.  Allex^s  substi- 
tnte  for  Mr.  SiciTn*a  proviso  to  the  third  reso- 
lution, which  substitute  required  that  the  reso* 
taiticm  should  not  so  be  construed  aa  in  any  woj 
to  impair  the  fl'eedom  of  speech  or  of  tho  press 
or  the  rif^t  t/l  petition-— 

It  was  adopted  by  the  following  ivote ; 

TxAs. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buditnan, 
Calhoun,  Qay  of  Ala.,  C\«j  of  Ky.,  GriUenden,  Ootb^ 
bert,  FultoD,  Hubbard,  King,  I<iiin,  Lumpkin,  Ltod, 
Nicholas,  NUea,  Norrelt  Pierce,  Preston,  Rivea,  Roane, 
RobhiBOQ,  Sevier,  Smitti  of  Con..  Souttiard,  Stnage, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 52. 

Nats. — Ueesrs.  Bajard,  Black,  Gayton,  Davis, 
Knight,  MoKean,  Horris,  Prentiss,  Bobfaina,  Bngriea, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  WaU— 14. 

Mr.  MosBiB  offered  an  addition  to  this  iieso- 


Mr.  Ca/Wa  RttolvtioM. 
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Intion,  declariog  that  the  right  of  the  people  to 
speak,  write,  print,  and  publish  any  thiag  what- 
ever, was  indi^Qtable;  and  that  they  were 
amenable  only  to  the  State  in  whioh  they  might 
be  at  the  time. 

1£t,  Cauiovs  siUd :  Hr.  Alley's  amendment 
terered  the  whole-  consUtutional  ground  on 
tills  snlfject;  and  Mr.  0.  had  made  np  his  mind 
to  accept  it  on  this  ground,  tbnt  it  woald  tend 
to  fortify  the  Senators  of  the  North,  in  relation 
to  their  votes  in  favor  of  these  resolutions. 
He  was  willing  so  to  fortify  them ;  and  he 
wonid  agree  to  any  amendment  which  would 
not  im^r  the  principles  of  the  resolutions. 

Hr.  UoBBiB  was  not  to  be  ihtimidated,  or 
driven  from  the  conrse  which  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  pm*sne,  by  an  allusion  of  an  intention 
to  embarrass  this  body  or  any  oUier.  He,  as 
well  as  the  Senator  from  Sonth  OarcdintL  knew 
what  be  was  about,  and  understood  hu  own 
oonrse;  and  he  would  be  here  flree  and  on- 
gbaelded,  and  exempt  from  all  party  restrunts, 
as  an  American  citizen  on^ht  to  bo,  and  would 
esTpress  freely  and  fblly  his  opinion  on  every 
mbjeot  before  thid  body.  Sir,  aaid  Ur.  am 
I  at  Ubwty  to  say  what  was  Intended  by  the 
resolations  of  the  Senator  ? 

The  Ohacb  said,  to  do  so  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  H.  ^d  he  would  not  then  suppose  that 
the  resolutions  themselves  were  intended  for 
greater  and  more  remote  objects  than  those 
expressed ;  but  it  was  legitimate  to  speak  of 
the  objects  to  which  they  must  and  would  lead. 
In  the  ai^pimenta  hwe  on  the  lilwrty  of  ^eeoh, 
changes  were  continiially  mug  on  the  Unioit 
Now  it  was  a  questiim  whether  the  resolutions 
themwdTes  had  not  a  strong  squinting  to  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union.  It  was  not  for  Kr.  H. 
to  say  that  they  were  intended  to  produce  that 
effect,  but  they  would  be  Judged  of;  and 
whether  or  not  they  went  to  establish  the  doc- 
trine that  the  Stat^  were  independent  of  each 
other,  Mr.  H.  would  not  now  fiilly  discuss;  but 
he  believed  they  would  operate  to  con^rm  that 
doctrine.  The  question  was,  whether  the  doc- 
trines of  Ur.  11*8  amendment  were  true.  Was 
the  right  of  a  citizen  indisputable  to  speak, 
write;  printf  paUish,  on  the  laws  and  institu- 
tions <tfothOT  States  1  •  Isoy Itisso;  it  is  the 
right  of  every  dtizea.  If  that  right  is  put 
down  by  the  laws  of  the  conntryf  I  must  sub- 
mit to  those  laws,  and  I  ask  now  that  I  may 
know  what  liberty  they  will  leave  mew  I  de- 
sire to  know  this  by  Uie  vote  on  my  amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  that  tibe  question  wiU  not  be 
evaded,  that  I  may  know  how  much  I  am  to  be 
abridged  of  these  privileges. 

JSt,  Biimi,  of  Indiana,  sud^  when  he  offered 
the  amendment  he  intended  merely  to  record 
his  vote,  leaviDff  other  Senators  to  discuss  the 
matter.  Kor  should  he  now  be  driven  ftom 
the  course  he  had  orinnally  marked  out  for 
himself  was  it  not  for  uie  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator haia  South  OaroBna,  (Ur.  Oalhouk.)  That 
Senator  had  thought  proper  to  intimate  that  he 
(Ur.  S.)  had  moved  the  amandmait  for  the  pur- 


pose of  defeating  the  resolutions  by  indirection. 
He  would  say  to  the  Senator  that  he  had  whd' 
ly  mistaken  Uie  character  of  the  mover  <^  the 
amendment.  He  oould  assnre  the  Senator  tlwt 
he  would  never  resort  to  indirection  to  ddeat 
anymeasnre.  He  feared  no  other  reepcniBitnUty 
than  that  which  he  was  to  meet  in  n»  State, 
in  the  dischai^  of  his  pnblio  duties ;  and  eroa 
there  he  had  no  hentation  in  believing,  that  in 
this  instance  he  was  representing  the  wishes  of 
an  overwhelming  m^ority  of  the  people.  Hia 
Senator  had  objected  to  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  collection  of  mere  abstract 
lions.  Sir,  can  the  Senator  be  serious-?  What 
are  his  whole  resolutions  but  abstractions  t 
Have  there  been  any  petitions  or  memorials  re- 
ferred on  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tions? Were  the  resolations  reported  by  a 
committee  ?  Was  it  intended  by  the  mover  to 
in^aft  any  legislative  enactment  upon  tbemf 
No,  sir;  tii^  are  the  mere  abstract  effusions 
of  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  himself;  and  yet 
the  Senator  objects  to  the  amendment  because  it 
expresses  abstract  opinions.  Sir,  if  the  Senator 
gives  OS  one-sided  abstractions,  can  he  ol^ect 
to  be  met  by  abstractiwis  on  the  other  sidet 
If  abstractionB  are  to  be  resolved  here,  let  i» 
have  the  whole  of  them ;  let  us  not  afBrm  a 
part  of  a  creed,  and  not  the  whole. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter;  he 
could  see  no  good  that  could  possibly  grow  out 
of  these  resolutions,  and  they  may  do  much 
harm.  He  was  willing  to  leave  the  constitn* 
tion  and  its  exposition  with  tiie  people ;  it  was 
plain  enonsfa  wt  Yam,  and  he  wonld  sf^  to  the 
mover  of  uieee  Teaolotions,  that  if  that  instm- 
ment  did  not  give  the  necessary  secnrify  to  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  States,  no  resolves 
of  this  body  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  it  oould  do  it  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Uorbis,)  bad  stated 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  abridge  the  freedom 
of  speech  or  of  the  press  by  the  resolutions, 
and  that  Senator,  a  few  minutes  ago,  stated 
that  he  admitted  the  truth  of  the  piindplea 
craituned  in  the  amendment  he  (Ur.  S.)  had 
offered ;  if  he  was  mistaken  in  the  admisuons 
of  the  benatmr,  he  wonld  correct  him. 

[Ur.  Oalbous  said  he  had  neither  denied  nor 
adnutted  their  truth.} 

Then,  said  Ur.  S.,  it  is  important  that  the 
Senate  should  either  deny  or  admit  them.  The 
Senator  saya  that  the  amendment  is  intended  to 
overthrow  his  resolutions  by  indireetion.  Does 
not  the  Senator  see  that  he  admits  away  his 
whole  case,  that  his  argument  proves  too  much  ? 
For,  if  the  amendment  be  true,  and  if  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  it  are  orthodox,  and  if,  as  the 
Senator  admits,  they  are  antagonlBtical  to  bis 
resolotious,  it  follows  of  course  that  the  resolu- 
^tions  cannot  bo  correct  in  principle.  If  the 
two,  the  undndment  and  the  resolutions,  can- 
not stand  together,  whioh  most  fidl  ?  The  first 
put  of  the  amendment  was  copied  from  the 
Declaration  of  Indepaodence.  Is  it  posnfak^tat 
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this  day,  that  the  memOTahle  and  glorious 
declaration  of  those  departed  statesmen  and 
heroes,  which  stimnlated  the  people  of  the  in- 
fant colonies  to  deeds  of  glory  and  renown,  and 
which  has  been  thought  worthy  to  form  a  part 
of  the  oonstitntion  of  the  several  States,  is  ft  to 
be  set  afflde  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
to  ^ve  place  to  the  new-ftngled  doctrines  of 
the  Soiator  from  South  Oaroliiiaf  The  next 

Srovlrion  of  the  amendment  was  copied  from 
be  first  section  of  the  amoidment  to  the  Oon- 
stitntion of  the  United  States.  The  principles 
oontf^ned  in  it  were  considered  so  important, 
that  it  was  thought  neoessary  to  incorporate  it 
in  the  oonstitution  by  an  amendment,  as  it  was 
omitted  in  the  original.  Are  these  principles 
also  to  be  set  aside,  dei^ed,  repudiated,  abro- 
gated, and  contemned  by  this  Senate,  because, 
forsooth,  tbey  are  antagoi^stiofll  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina! 
These,  with  the  next  prorldon  in  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  copied  fnm  Ux.  Jefferson's 
inoDgaral  address,  are  aHogether  worthy  of  the 
Idgh  Bonroe  from  wMoh  wey  emanated ;  they 
are  just  such  nrindples  as  freemen  must  oberish. 
They  rec(«tuze  the  doctrines  for  which  the 
patriots  and  sages  ot  the  Bevolntiim  contended 
in  that  glorious  strogf^e  The  equality  of  raan^ 
the  fre^om  of  the  press  and  of  speech,  the 
right  to  assemble  together  in  a  peaceable  man- 
ner to  consult  on  their  common  good,  and  to 
petition  the  Government  for  redress  of  grieT- 
ances,  tolerating  error  of  opinion,  but  leaving 
reason  free  to  combat  it — "error  of  minion 
may  be  tolerated,  while  reason  is  left  free  to 
combat  it"  Tes,  nr,  error  of  optnirai  U  not, 
tn  this  oounti^  to  be  met  or  put  down  by  the 
zesolntiona  and  opinions  of  this  body  alone,  nn- 
kfls  onr  acts  an  seoouded  by  public  opmion. 
Blr,  these  declarations  of  the  sage  ftf  MontioeUo 
should  have  a  resting-place^  and  ahoold  be  nour- 
ished in  the  hearts  <i  his  countrymen.  Tea, 
sir,  combat  error  of  opinion  by  reason,  not 
by  gag  laws,  not  by  mobs,  not  by  inqoisitiona, 
not  by  establishing  censorships  over  the  press, 
not  by  abrid^g  the  fi«edom  of  speech,  but  by 
reason,  holdmg  the  parties  respondble  for  the 
abase  of  all  these  privil^ea,  or  rather  rights, 
to  the  party  a^^rieved ;  and  then  the  qaertion, 
what  are  and  what  are  not  errors  of  opinion, 
must  be  to  the  final  arbiters— the  people, 
irtiere  they  mutt  be  left  in  ev»y  country  where 
Hberty  dwells.  The  laat  danse  of  hti  amend- 
ment was  tiie  oelebratod  saying^  he  believed  K 
yna  a  toast  on  a  public  occasion,  of  ex-Preed- 
dent  Jaolcson,  "  the  Union,  it  must  be  preserv- 
ed." He  (Mr.  S.)  had  called  tiiis  a  poUtical 
truth  in  the  amendment.  "Was  he  mistaken  in 
the  character  he  had  given  it?  He  beUeved 
not.  He  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  only  a 
political  truth,  but  it  was  a  truth  that  met  the 
hearty  approbation  of  every  sane  mind  in  the 
nation ;  and,  while  the  Muator  fh>m  Soutii 
Oarolina  is  prSssing  his  resolutions — in  almost 
every  one  of  which  a  reference  is  made,  in 
■ome  dupe  or  odier,  to  the  poidUUfy  ot  weak- 
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ening  or  destroying  the  Union — is  it  not  proper, 
nay,  more,  is  it  not  demanded,  o£  this  body,  to 
reaffirm  that  most  tital  political  truth,  "the 
Union  mu$t  be  preserved  i "  Yes,  sir,  if  we 
resolve  any  abstractions,  how  can  we  do  leas 
than  to  point  oor  ooontrymen  to  these  truths, 
and  to.say  to  them,  in  the  name  of  our  oonntiT, 
Zibm^  and  Union  an  one  and  inmrnmrnef 
now  mdforeoer.  "Why  do  Senators  oiffeet  to 
its  adoption  1  Why  not  let  tbe  whole  go  to  the 
people  together  ?  Are  gentlemen  afrtud  to  tmafe 
them }  u  our  opinions  on  these  abstract  qoea* 
tions  are  worth  any  thing  to  tiie  people,  let  na 
give  th«u  the  whole  of  this  matter.  He,  for 
one,  was  not  afraid  to  trust  them. 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  (Ur.  6xTAm>) 
had  in  part  torn  the  mask  from  the  first  one ; 
he  had  clearly  shown  that  it  embodied  the 
princif>les  of  nullification  as  they- are  muter- 
stood  in  the  State  from  which  the  mover  came. 
He  (Hr.  S.)  entirely  concurred  in  that  opinion. 
Bat  that  was  not  the  on^  principle  involved  in 
the  nsolatiws  to  vhldh  he  olneeted.  In  hb 
mind  it  was  olear  that  tb^  strice  at  the.  free- 
dom of  speeoh  and  of  the  press,  and  the  ri^ 
of  the  pe<q»le  to  asaemble  peaceably  to  consult 
their  common  good,  and  to  petition  th«T  Gov- 
ernment for  redress  of  grievaaom.  It  will  be 
seen  by  Senators  that  they  deny  the  right  of 
the  States  to  "  intermeddle  "  witii  tbe  domestio 
institutions  of  the  other  States.  Now,  sir, 
what  does  the  word  "  intermeddle,"  as  it  is  here 
used,  mean?  Does  it  merely  mean  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  have  no  li^ht  to  go 
mto  the  dave-holding  Stetes  and  exoite  an  m- 
Burreoticm,  or  otherwise  interfere  with  that 
domestio  instittrtirai?  If  ao,  it  liad  his  most 
hearty  amaobatifm.  Bnt  if  the  meaning  was, 
as  he  beueved  it  to  be,  that  to  speak,  write, 
print  or  petiticm,  in  the  free  or  non-slavehokt* 
ing  Statea,  on  any  subject  connected  with  slfr> 
very,  is  "  intermeddling  "  with  that  institatioUf 
then  he  put  it  to  gwtlemen  to  say  whether  the 
oonstitubonal,  fru^amental,  and  politloal  tmthe 
contained  in  his  amendment  were  not  direotlT' 
controverted  by  the  resolutions. 

Sir,  these  resolutions  contain  all  the  prind- 
pies  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  known  as 
the  gag  laws  of  the  elder  Adams,  in  a  mooh 
more  odious  form.  The  pretext  for  the  enact* 
ment  of  those  laws,  history  tells  us,  for  his  age 
prevented  him  knowing  any  thing  prasMiaUjr 
of  the  matter,  was,  that  the  Qovmrnunt  and 
its  fdBoers  had  been  moHdoody  and  wantonly 
aasdled  in  meetings,  in  speeches,  through  the 
press,  by  oarieatorm  and  otherwise ;  that  the 
people  were  instigated  and  moved  by  foreign 
emissaries  hostile  to  oor  Government;  that  it 
was  calculated  to  bring  the  Government  and  its 
officers  into  disrepute  with  the  people,  and 
weaken,  if  not  eventually  destroy  tine  UmoD. 

What  was  the  ground,  Mr.  President,  oooa- 
pied  by  the  Jefibrsonian  party  of  that  day  ?  It 
was  the  very  same  which  has  been  so  frequent- 
ly qooted,  aikd  whidi  Mr.  JefGarson  perpetaated 
qy  inooKpontkg  in  Us  inaogmal  aodieai^  ^  er* 
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ror  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated  while  reason  is 
left  free  to  combat  it."  What  Is  the  pretext 
for  these  resolutions  f  The  same,  the  very  same 
tliat  produced  the  gag  laws.  If  the  freedom 
oi  speech  is  tolerated^  if  the  freedom  of  the 
press  is  not  abridged,  if  the  right  of  petition  is 
not  silenced  in  the  non-slareholding  States,  if 
ibe  people  in  these  States  speak,  write,' print, 
assemble  or  petition  on  any  subject  connected 
with  davery,  they  are  "  intermeddling  "  with 
the  dtnnestio  institutions  of  the  South,  and  fall 
within  the  dennnciatioDs  of  these  resolaUons, 
on  the  assumption  that  the  Union  is  endanser- 
«d,  by  arraying  one  people  gainst  another. 
Look  at  yoor  leading  party  presses  every- 
where :  do  they  not  publish  duly  inOamma- 
tory,  and,  not  nnfreqnenUy,  ftiae  matter,  calon- 
latea  to  array  the  people  agidnst  each  other, 
and,  in  the  language  of  these  resolutions,  to 
weaken  the  Union  f  And  yet  who  is  prepared 
to  establish  a  ceasordiip  over  the  press  ?  He 
would  not  say  who,  but  he  would  say,  that  in 
his  opinion,  tUe  resolutions  under  consideratwn 
assert  the  principle  in  terms  not  to  be  misun- 
derstood. He  (Mr.  S.)  was  asked  why  he  had 
offered  the  amendment  t  He  had  many  reasons 
Hot  iutrodn<ung  it  He  would  nve  a  few  of 
them;  fifst,  becanse  he  wished  Q»  antidote  to 
go  with  the  poison ;  if  either  was  to  be  amt 
nirth  as  the  doctrines  of  the  Kepnblio.  6eo- 
ondly,  beoanse  the  principles  contained  in  the 
amendment  were  such  as  he  loved  to  recur  to 
and  cherish.  Because  he  had  some  anxietj  to 
ascertain  whether  the  antuent  landmarks  were 
still  left  standing  amidst  the  revolation  of  par- 
ties, or  whether  they  had  been  erased  by  the 
political  tornado  that  has  swept  over  the  land ; 
whether  he  had  read  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  Stutes, 
and  the  history  of  his  country  in  vain ;  wheth- 
er those  doctrines  and  fundamental  prindples 
Jjave  become  too  old-fashioned  ioe  toe  time& 
and  whether  he  had  to  atody  a  new  political 
creed  before  h«  ooold  diachai^  his  da^  to  his 
State  and  the  natim  here.  Efeoatwa  ftrwable 
to  tiie  reeolations  have  been  pleased  to  express 
their  regret  that  the  amendment  has  been  off«v 
•d.  To  tiiose  gentlemen  he  had  only  to  say 
that  he  regretted  the  introdootion  of  the 
resolntious  as  h(nieetly  as  they  r^^retted  the  io- 
trodnotion  of  the  amoidment ;  he  would,  there- 
fore, with  the  consent  of  Senators,  set  off  his 
ngret  against  theirs. 

MI.  BruTON  thought  the  whole  subject  bad 
better  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  in- 
struotions  to  report  at  some  fature  day ;  premis- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that  the  committee  should 
be  chosen  chiefly  Senators  from  the  North, 
wherc^  to  lus  view  of  the  qoection,  the  Iffiint  oi 
tiie  action  wonld  neceiaaruy  have  to  be  fonj^t 

Ur.  Ouaovif  lioped  the  motion  would  not 
mooeed.  Hnoh  pro^pese  had  already  been 
made  in  the  discussion.  Should  the  motion 
prerail,  he  would  oonrider  it  but  a  mode  of 
getting  clear  of  the  reBohition&  He  had  ofiter^ 
•d  th«a  as  the  antagooiBt  <tf  the  Ywwwt  rea 
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olutions,  and  to  ascertain  whether,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  there  was  any  constitu- 
tional ground  adequate  to  renst  the  assaults  on 
oor  rights  and  property,  on  which  the  slave- 
holding  States  could  stand.  The  discussion  had 
clearly  shown  that  there  was  none  other.  On 
the  right  of  reacting  ai>olition  petitions,  al- 
though, in  his  opinion,  one  of  the  clear^t  that 
can  be  imagined,  we  of  the  South  were,  unfor- 
tunately for  the  peace  of  the  country,  in  a 
minority.  So,  abo,  on  the  question  of  the 
constitutional  right  of  abolishing  slav^  in 
this  District  and  the  Territories,  and  also  on 
every  other  particular  questirai  wnich  has  been 
attempted  to  be  r^sed  on  constitutional  grounds, 
as  a  barrier  to  oor  rights  and  security.  "What 
remans,  then,  short  of  taking  our  protection 
into  our  own  hands,  but  to  find  some  barrier  in 
the  general  character  and  structure  of  our  polit- 
ical system  I  and  -whexe  can  we  find  that  but 
in  the  view  of  the  constitution,  which  conuders 
it  as  a  compact  between  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States  formed  for  their  mutual  prosper- 
ity and  security  I  If  we  required  proof  that 
these  resolutions  assumed  the  only  constitu- 
tional ground  which  oould  peace  and  quiet 
.  to  the  oountiy,  and  secnrity  to  the  South  and 
West,  it  wotud  be  found  in  this  debate.  He 
bad  ohaUenged,  a^tun  and  again,  those  w|io 
tocA  a  difiownt  view  <tf  our  system,  to  pofait 
out  where  protection  could  be  found  in  the  con- 
stitution  aooording  to  their  conception  of  that 
instrumoit.  None  had  been,  or  even  attempted 
to  be,  shown.  It  would,  then,  be  in  vain  to 
refer  the  resolutions^  to  discover  some  new 
princi^e  in  the  constitution  calculated  to  effect 
the  object  for  which  they  were  introduced .  Nor 
wonld  it  be  more  useful  to  refer  them,  to  modi- 
fy the  language  or  the  details.  They  were  ab- 
stract resolutions,  involving  littie  or  no  details, 
and  be  had  agun  and  again  avowed  his  readi- 
ness to  make  the  language  accejitable  to  all,  as 
fkr  as  it  could  be^  without  sacrificing  the  prin- 
dples  on  wUcth  they  rest;  of  which  he  had 
given  akeady  abundant  proo^  and  was  prepared 
to  give  additional.  But  the  Senate  must  re- 
member that  the  difficulty  heretofore  encoun- 
tered did  not  originate  so  much  in  any  objection 
to  the  principles  o£  his  resolutions,  nor  to  the 
detuls,  or.auy  peculiar  expression,  as  the  desire 
to  ingraft  additional  matter  entirely  foreign  to 
their  nature  or  object,  and  the  consequence  of 
which  would  be  to  obstruct  their  passage,  or  to 
neutralize  their  effects  if  they  should  pass. 
This  di£Bculty  could  not  be  avoided :  and  a  ref- 
erence, so  far  from  dimlniafain^  woud  but  tend 
to  increase  it 

Thus  thinking,  he  was  oonstrained  to  eon- 
elude  that  a  reference  would  bo  fiital  to  the 
resolutions,  be  the  oUect  of  the  mover  what  it 
might;  ana,  with  this  Impresdon,  should  the. 
motion  succeed,  he  wonld  leave  them  to  their 
fate ;  and,  like  the  mover,  ho  would  decline  act- 
ii^  on  the  committee  should  he  be  appointed 
a  member. 

In  <M«w"pfag  State  tigJitB  grounds  as  the  basis 
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of  his  reM^utioiu,  and  calling  a  rallj  at  this 
solenm  and  daDgcvoos  jtmotore  of  that  great, 
thongh  in  amearare  dormant,  party,  which  has 
ever  professed  the  State  righta  creed,  he  did  not 
intend  to  imply  that  gentlemen  opposite  to  hin^ 
or  the  party  to  which  they  belong,  were  Aboli- 
tionists, or  disposed  to  coQOtenanoe  their  creed. 
On  the  contnuy,  he  believed  tb&t  the  great 
mass  of  the  party  was  sonnd,  and  adverse  to 
the  dangerous  projects  of  the  fjfiaaticfl;  bnt 
candur  compelled  bmi  to  declare  that  he  conld 
not  look  to  than  in  this  hoar  of  danger.  We 
hitd  th^r  good  wishes,  it  is  tine.  They  were 
even  willi^  to  vote  it  inexpedient  and  oanger- 
oos  to  agitate  the  salfject ;  bat  when  we  tonoh- 
ed  the  oonstitntion,  and  asked  them  what 
barrier,  according  to  their  conception,  that  in- 
stmment  contuns  against  their  incendiarr  and 
mad  projects,  they  are  ulent  Their  political 
creed  not  only  admits  of  none,  but,  m  &ct, 
rouses  into  action  that  dangeroos  spirit  of  fanat- 
icism which  threatens  to  subvert  our  institn- 
tions.  It  is  this  responsibility  for  what  they 
deem  oar  nns,  which  has  roused  this  fell  spirit 
into  acUon;  and  the  conception  of  their  re- 
sponsibility originates  in  that  mistaken  concep- 
tion of  our  system,  which  r^;ard8  it,  not  as  it 
really  is— a  union  of  States  fcv  the  mutual  good 
and  secnrity  of  each,  but  a  great  and  consoli- 
dated community,  in  which  uie  States  bear  the 
same  relation  to  the  whole  as  counti^t  do  to 
States ;  and,  of  coarse,  in  which  the  whole  is 
responuble  for  all  the  porta.  This  is  no  new 
opinion  with  him.  He  long  since  foresaw,  be- 
fore this  spirit  was  roused  into  action,  that  this 
fa\sa  and  dangerous  view  of  the  oonsUtuUon 
would,  one  day  or  another,  lead  to  the  state  of 
things  in  whitUi  we  now  find  ourselves,  and  so 
told  the  Senator  from  MassaohuBetta,  (Mr.  Wbb- 
BTiB,)  when  he  advocated  his  consolidation 
doctrines  in  the  discussion  on  the  force  bill,  in 
1888,  that  such  woold  be  the  cfmseqnence,  as 
he  must  remember. 

Thus  thinking,  the  gentlemen  opposite  most 
excuse  him,  if  he  could  not,  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, look  to  them.  He  thanked  them  for  their 
good  fodings,  and  he  accepted  their  avowal  of 
oppositioQ  to  abolition  with  all  sincerity ;  but 
he  wanted  something  more  substantial ;  some- 
thing that  would  not  pass  awa^  with  the  pres- 
ent inoumbents ;  some  coostitntion&l  barrier 
and  guaranty ;  and  for  these  he  was  constrained 
to  look  to  th<^  who  professed  the  oppoute 
political  creed.  Bow  little  reliance  we  can 
plaoe  on  those  who  take  the  view  of  the  con- 
stitntion  they  do,  this  debate  has  fornished 
iample  prooC  The  Senator  fhxn  Indiana  has 
.beat  amon^  the  most  forward  to  disavow  abo- 
Btion  sentmienta,  and  to  expreas  his  good 
wishes  for  us  ana  our  institnnons,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  which  he  (Mr.  0.)  bod  no  reason  to 
distrust ;  and  yet,  while  he  m^es  tiiese  avow- 
als, he  moves  amendments  to  these  resolations, 
which  are  intended  to  exhibit  the  strength  of 
oar  cause,  in  the  very  language  of  the  pervat- 
•doeed  of  the  abwUmute^  and  In  miich,  if 
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he  had  snoeeeded,  he  would,  in  fact,  not  only 
have  neutralized  ail  the  intaiwed  effects  of  the 
resolutions,  but  would  have  ^ven  a  triomph 
and  a  new  impulse  to  tiiose  whose  otgects  he 
denounces,  and  to  whom  he  professes  to  be  so 
much  opposed. 

I  fear  (sidd  Mr.  0.)  that  the  Senate  has  not 
elevated  its  views  sufficiently  to  comprehend 
the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  existing  dan- 
ger. It  was  perhaps  his  misfortune  to  look  too 
much  to  the  fhtnre,  and  to  move  gainst  dan- 
gers at  too  greet  a  distance,  whidi  had  invdved 
him  bi  many  ^ffiooltiea,  and  e^wsed  him  often 
to  the  imputation  of  unworthy  motives.  Thus 
he  had  long  foreseen  the  immuise  sorplns  rev- 
enue which  a  fulse  eyetem  of  l^slabon  most 
pour  into  the  Treasury,  ^nd  the  fatal  conse- 
qnenoes  to  the  morals  and  institutions  of  the 
country  which  must  follow.  When  nothing 
else  could  arrest  it,  he  threw  himself^  with  his 
State,  into  the  breach,  to  arrest  dangers  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  arrested ;  whether  wise- 
ly or  not,  he  left  posterity  to  judge.  He  now 
saw  with  equal  clearness,  as  clear  as  the  noon- 
day sun,  the  fattd  oonsequenoes  which  must  fol- 
low, if  the  present  ^sease  be  not  timely  arrest* 
ed.  He  would  rqteat  again  what  he  had  so 
often  Bud  on  thia  floor.  Ubia  was  the  anilj 
question  of  sufBoient  mandtnde  and  potency  to 
divide  this  Union,  and  divide  it  ft  would,  or 
drench  the  country  in  blood,  if  not  arrested. 
He  knew  how  ma<^  the  sentiment  he  had  ut- 
tered would  be  misoonstmed  end  misrepresent- 
ed. There  were  those  who  saw  no  danger  to 
the  Union  in  the  violation  of  all  its  funda- 
mental principles,  but  who  were  full  of  appre- 
hension when  danger  was  foretold  or  rented, 
and  who  held  not  the  authors  of  the  danger, 
but  those  who  forewarned  or  opposed  it,  respw- 
nble  for  consequences.  But  the  cry  of  di^ 
union  by  the  weak  or  designing  has  no  terrw 
fbr  him.  If  his  attachment  to  the  Union  was 
less,  he  mi^t  tamper  with  the  deep  disease 
which  now  afflicts  the  body  poUtio,  and  ke^ 
rilent  tSU  the  patient  was  ready  to  nnfc  nndw 
its  mortal  blows.  It  is  a  cheap,  and,  he  must 
say,  but  too  certun  a  mode  of  acquiring  the 
character  of  devoted  attaohpeut  to  the  Union. 
But  seeing  the  danger,  as  he  did,  he  would  be 
a  traitor  to  the  Union,  and  those  he  represented, 
to  keep  E^enoe.  The  assaults  daily  made  on 
the  institutions  of  nearly  one-half  of  tiie 
States  of  this  Union  by  the  other — institutions 
interwoven  from  the  banning  with  their  politi- 
cal and  social  existence,  and  which  cannot  be 
other  than,  without  their  inevitable  destruction, 
will  and  must,  if  continued,  make  ^paopU^ 
ons^  by  destroying  every  sympathy  betweoi  the 
two  great  sections,  obliterating  tnm  th^ 
hearts  the  reoolleotifm  of  their  comnum  danger 
and  glory,  and  implanting  In  their  plaoe  a  mu- 
tual hatred,  more  deadly  than  'ever  existed 
between  two  neighboring  people  since  the  com- 
meooement  of  the  human  race.  He  feared  not 
tiie  oircnh^<Hi  of  the  thousands  oi  inoendiaqr 
and  slandtfons  pnblieitioBS  which  were  didlf 
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iflaaed  from  an  oi^anised  and  powerful  press 
smoDg  those  intended  to  be  vilified.  The;^  can- 
not penetrate  oar  section ;  that  was  not  the  dan- 
ger ;  it  la7  in  a  different  direction.  Their  cir- 
colation  in  the  non-alavehoIdiDg  States  was  what 
was  to  be  dreaded.  It  was  infosing  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  minds  ot  the  rising  generation, 
nnplantiug  in  ^em  feelings  of  hatnd,  the  most 
deadlj  faaS&«d,  instead  of  aflMion  and  Ion.  tea 
one-half  of  this  TTnion,  to  be  retorned  on  uidr 
part  with  eqaal  detestatton. 

The  first  and  desirable  object  is  to  arrest  It 
In  the  non-slayeholding  States;  to  meet  the 
disease  where  it  ori^nated ;  and  where  it  ex- 
ists ;  and  the  first  step  to  this  is  to  find  some 
common  constitaUoniu  groond  on  which  a  raUy, 
with  that  object,  can  be  made.  These  resoln- 
tions  present  the  gronnd,  and  the  only  one,  on 
which  it  can  be  made.  The  only  remedy  is  in 
the  State  rights  doctrines ;  and,  if  those  who 
pr^ess  them  in  the  slave-holding  States  do  not 
rally  on  them,  as  their  poliUoal  creed,  and  or- 
ganize as  a  party  against  the  fanatics,  in  order 
to  pnt  them  down,  the  Sonth  and  West  will  be 
oompelled  to  tate  the  remedy  Into  their  own 
bands. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  we  are  reposing 
on  a  volcano.  The  Senate  seems  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  state  of  feelings  in  the  SouUi,  The 
mail  has  just  bronght  ns  intelligence  of  a  most 
important  step  taken  by  one  of  the  Sonthern 
States  in  connection  with  this  snbject,  which 
will  give  some  conception  of  the  tone  of  feeling 
whidi  b^ns  to  prev^  in  that  qnarter. 

A  slave  was  kidnapped  or  stolen  by  some 
persons  belon^g  to  a  trading  vessel  from  the 
State  of  Mwne.  The  <5ovemor  of  Qeor^  de- 
manded a  snrrender  of  the  {ta|^tiTe  criminals, 
(par  mesh  they  are,  be  tbelr  motive  what  it 
may,)  under  uie  constitntion,  from  the  Gor- 
emor  of  Varna.  It  was  not  complied  with. 
Tbe  Governor  of  Geoi^a  bronriit  the  subject 
before  the  Lerislatare.  They  &ve,  as  he  un- 
derstood,  acted  on  it,  and  nnanimoosly  passed 
resolutions  on  the  subject,  and,  among  otJiera, 
one,  if  the  snrrender  of  the  fugitives  be  not 
made,  after  cuiother  and  more  solemn  demand, 
providing  for  the  convening  of  tiie  people  of 
Geoigia,  in  their  high  sovereign  capacity,  as  a 
member  of  the  Union,  to  take  ^e  snl^ect  Into 
their  consideration.  All  who  know  that  State, 
know  tJiat  vhm  she  moves  ^e  intends  no  idle 
muiace. 

With  these  views  and  &ctB,  I  leave  it  nor 
to  the  Senate  to  decide  wbethw  the  time  has 
not  arrived  when  they  onght  to  say  what  atti- 
tude they  ooght  to  assume  m  relation  to  tliis,  the 
most  momentous  and  dangerous  question  that 
has  ever  agitated  this  Union.  As  to  hicuBelf,  be 
has  done  his  duty.  He  has  nu&ed  his  warning 
voice,  r^fffdless  of  the  unworthy  imputations 
to  which  he  k'nows  he  exposes  himself.  He  has 
presented  the  resolt  of  his  most  matnre  and  de- 
liberate rejection,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent the  o<Hiflict  between  tb»  two  great  sections, 
vhiidi  any  <me  o^^eUe  vi  r^eotion  most  see  ia 


approacliing,  and  must  take  place,  if  not  arrest- 
ed. He  has  done  his  duty.  Let  what  may 
come,  he  wishes  to  free  himsdf  from  all  re- 
sponsibility in  the  eyes  of  the  country  and  the 
world,  and  of  the  present  and  future  genera- 
tions. He  was  not  s^gaine,  he  must  say,  of 
the  success  of  the  measure,  even  if  it  should 
be  adopted.  He  had  presented  it  as  the  most 
likely  to  do  good,  and  in  the  dedre  to  do  any 
thing  that  promued  in  the  least  to  avert  the 
approaohisg  catastn^he,  which  he  was  most 
anxious  to  avoid.  Should  the  motion  prevail, 
he  would  take  no  futber  control  or  res{XHisibiI- 
ity,  which  would  then,  of  course,  rest  on  those 
who  may  take  the  resohitions  into  th^  own 
hands, 

Mr.  BnoHANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  deter- 
mined this  morning  to  move  a  reference  of 
these  resolntlons  to  a  Select  Committee,  but  was 
dissuaded.  This  motion  has  now  been  made  by 
another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Benton,)  and  I  am 
called  upon  to  vote  dther  for  or  against  it.  As 
I  am  still  dearly  <^  opinion  that  an  immediate 
reference  of  these  resolutions  to  a  Select  Oom- 
mittee  would,  under  existing  oircnmstances,  be 
the  wisest  couree.  whether  we  r^^ard  tiie  In- 
terest of  the  Korth  or  the  South,  I  am  prepared 
to  give  this  motion  my  hearty  support. 

On  this  exciting  question  I  desire  to  do  ncfth- 
ing  as  a  member  of  this  body  which  can,  !n  the 
slightest  degree,  interfere  wiUi  the  constitutional 
ri^ts  of  the  edave-holding  States.  My  fate  as 
a  public  man  is  as  deeply  staked  upon  the  pres- 
ervation of  these  rights  as  that  of  any  other 
individual  in  the  country.  I  have  long  since 
taken  my  stand,  and  from  it  I  shall  not  be 
driven.  I  do  not  desire  to  maint^  myself  at 
home,  unless  I  can  do  it  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  rights  and  the  saibfy  of  the  people  of  thet 
South.  I  am  prepared,  therefore,  to  adopt  any 
jnet  measure,  witmn  the  pale  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  settle  this  dangeroaa  question,  and  to 
afford  the  greatest  security  to  the  slare-holding 
States.  Notwithstanding  these  are  my  senti- 
ments, I  cannot  believe  uiat  the  Senator  flx)m 
South  Oarolina  has  chosen  the  course  best  cal- 
calated  to  attain  th^  results.  This  is  the  great 
centre  of  a^tation.  From  this  capitol,  it 
spreads  over  the  whole  Union.  I  therefore 
deprecate  a  protracted  discus^on  of  the  ques- 
tion here.  It  can  do  no  good,  but  may  do  much 
harm,  both  in  the  North  and  in  the  South.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that,  after  the  tight  pe- 
tition had  been  recognized  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
this  body,  I  was  content  to  act  as  we  have  done 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  leave  the  questions 
to  be  discussed  by  the  people  of  the  country 
themselves.  We  have  now  abandoned  this  saftii 
this  prudent  course,  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult f  For  the  last  three  days  we  have  been 
engaged  in  a  discussion  eminently  calculated  to 
irritate  and  inflame  the  pcblic  mind;  and  as 
yet  we  have  not  adopted  tne  third  of  the  series 
of  resolutions.  If  we  proceed,  I  shall  be  agree- 
ably disappointed  if  another  week  should  close 
ibis  deb^  And  what  shall  we  gdn  by  the 
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adoption  of  these  resolutions  ?  Notbina ; 
TorBe  than  notlung.  Those  who  look  to  the 
Totes  npon  them,  as  the  standard  by  -which  to 
ascertain  how  many  are  in  favor  oS^  and_  how 
many  opposed  to,  their  main  object,  will  be 
greatly  mistaken.  Some  thirteen  or  fifteen 
Totes  have  been  recorded  against  these  resolu- 
tions, when,  from  my  knowledge  of  Senators, 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  there  are  bat  very 
ftw.  If  any,  who  are  not  prepared  to  vote  far 
resolutions  prepared  in  sacb  a  conciliatory  spirit, 
as  not  to  encounter  the  opinions  or  the  prda- 
dtces  of  any,  and  which  onght  to  give,  and  I  be- 
lieve  woald  give,  entire  satismction  to  the 
Bonth.  The  moral  effect  of  snch  a  unanimous, 
or  almost  unanimous,  vote  of  the  Senate,  would 
be  great  upon  the  country.  It  ia,  therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  arresting  this  unprofitable 
debate,  and  of  having  snch  resolutions  reported 
by  a  Select  Committee,  that  I  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  the  proposition. 

What  have  we  witnessed  upon  the  present 
occairiont  The  Senators  from  Delaware,  al- 
though representing  a  slave-holding  State  ixpoa 
tills  floor,  nave  voted  i«f^nst  these  resolationa, 
be<»uBe,  in  their  opinion,  they  can  detect  in 
them  tiie  poison  of  nullification.  Kow,  I  can 
see  no  snoh  thing  in  them,  and  am  r^y  to 
avow  that  in  the  main  they  conUun  nothing  but 
correct;  political  principles  to  which  I  am  de- 
voted. But  what  then?  These  Senators  are 
placed  in  a  false  position,  and  are  compelled  to 
vote  against  resolutions  the  object  of  which 
they  heartily  approve.  Again :  my  friend, 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  'Waix,) 
votes  against  them,  because  they  are  political 
abstractions,  of  which  he  thinks  the  Senate 
ought  not  to  take  cognizance ;  although  he  is 
as  much  opposed  to  abolition^  and  as  willing  to 
mdntun  uie  constitntional  rights  of  tiie  Sooth 
as  any  Senator  npon  this  floor.  Other  Senators 
believe  the  right  of  petition  has  been  endan- 
gered ;  and  nntil  that  has  been  established,  they 
will  not  vote  for  any  resolutions  upon  the  sub- 
ject Thus  we  stand ;  and  thus  those  of  us  in 
the  North,  who  must  sustain  the  brunt  of  the 
battle,  are  forced  into  false  positions.  Abolition 
thus  acquires  force  by  brin^g  to  its  ud  the 
right  of  petition  and  the  hostility  which  exists  in 
the  North  against  the  doctrines  of  nullification'. 

Ur.  Frbston  hoped  the  resolutions  would 
not  be  referred ;  it  could  no  do  good,  and  would 
protract  the  discnsnonf  of  vmch  no  was  al- 
rewly  heartily  wearied. 

Ur.  Bkston  then  withdrew  the  motion  to 
commit  the  soUeot  to  a  Select  Oommlttee. 

Hr.  Wall  had  hoped  the  subject  would  have 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  clearly 
incompetent  to  the  Senate  to  sit  day  after  day, 
making  abstract  creeds,  and  establlMiin^ 'parti- 
cular Interpretations  of  the  constitution;  all 
which  was  foreign  to  the  purposes  of  I^sla- 
tion.  He  would  ask,  on  whom  were  these 
codes,  creeds,  and  abstractions,  to  operate? 
They  could  have  no  force  whatever  as  law ; 
whom,  then,  would  they  bind?  No  one  pcr- 
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son  whatsoever  I  Did,  then,  the  Senate  ex- 
pect to  settle  a  thoosand  disputed  constitutional 
questions  by  propounding  theories  and  abstract 

firopositions?  To  legiskte  was  the  duty  of 
egtslators,  not  to  broach  or  to  promulgate  ab- 
stract opinions  and  theories.  If  a  law  were 
introduced  on  the  subject^  he  ^£r.  W.)  would 
be  able  to  act  j  or,  if  the  report  of  a  committee 
had  oome  np,  it  nu^^t  be  reoeived  or  n^ected. 
As  it  was,  however,  the  course  pnrsaed  appear- 
ed to  him  irr^ular,  ancnnalooa,  and  fraught 
with  bad  oonsequenoee,  oonvertin^  the  Seoatd 
into  a  mere  arena  ot  tbeor^oal  diapntatloms. 


Satdrdat,  January  6. 
Mr,  CaVumri's  Seaolutioru. 
The  question  being  on  Ur.  Kobbib'b  amend- 
ment to  the  third  resolution, 

Mr.  Datis  sfdd  that  he  had  several  times 
briefiy  addressed  the  Senate  upon  this  suhjeet, 
which  for  two  years  or  more  had  been  greatly 
agitated,  more  so,  probably,  than  was  useful. 

At  the  first  aeadon  of  the  last  Congress,  after 
a  long,  animated,  daiandatoi7  debiSe^  earned 
on  el^fly  by  the  members  from  the  Sonth,  the 
Senate  arrived  at  oerfaUn  results  in  regard  to 
abolition  petitions,  in  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  did 
not  concor,  but  a  very  great  uuyorit^  did.  It 
was  proper  to  recur  to  the  state  of  thmgs  then, 
and  to  call  to  mitid  the  sentiments  of  that  day. 
The  leading  argument  in  that  debate  was,  that 
the  agitation  of  the  question  was  a  source  of 
great  danger,  pr^nant  with  ruinous  oonse- 
quenoes  to  the  country,  cauMng  serious  obstmo- 
tion  to  the  action  of  Congress,  and  great  on- 
eonness  out  of  doors.  And  it  was  most  urgently 
iiudsted  that  it  was  one  <tf  those  deUcate  topics 
which  it  was  not  8a&  to  disoms;  which,  in 
truth,  we  had  no  right  to  discuss,  dther  as 
rwrded  tiie  States  mterested,  or  the  Di^riot 
of  Columbia  or  the  Territories. 

I  have  many  objections  to  these  resolutitma, 
more  than  I  shall  find  j^ytioal  ability  to  ex- 
press, and  the  strongest  of  those  otijections  are 
to  their  political  character. 

They  are  not  called  for,  are  not  more  efficient 
than  the  measures  now  in  force,  and  can  do  no 
good.  They  are,  as  has  been  weU  BtaA,  (a  part 
of  them  at  least,)  mere  abstractions  or  avowals 
of  abstract  doctrines  no  way  demanded  by  the 
occasion.  They  embrace  matters  having  no 
connection  with  abolition,  and  call  npon  us  to 
0(Hnmit  ourselves  to  an  interpretation  of  the 
ooDstitntaon  i/bsn  there  is  no  emergency  ariring 
hi  the  course  of  our  public  duty  reqnirhig  us  to 
^ve  interpretation  to  that  instrument.  It  is  an 
unnecessary  attempt  to  influence  the  public 
judgment,  and  such  works  of  supererogation 
are  oest  let  alone.  Any  and  all  these  reasons 
are  a  most  ample  justification  for  voting  against 
even  that  which  may  seem  to  be  right  in  the 
abstract ;  for  I  would  give  no  countenance  to 
making  a  creed  of  avowals  for  [>oliti<»an8,  and 
to  the  publicaticoi  by  the  Senate  of  abstract 
opinions,  merely  benuise  they  nujy  onttaht  ap- 
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parent  traiams.  They  onght  also  to  be  nseftd, 
and  pnt  forth  for  some  nsefnl  pnhlio  pnrpose. 

But.  sir,  tiie  leading  reason  arged  for  dispos- 
ing of  the  whole  abolition  matter  is,  that  the 
(^taUon  of  the  topic  disturbs  the  pnblio  har- 
mony and  endangers  the  UnloD.  I  am  qoite 
disposed  to  respect  all  sooh  fears  and  iqiprelien- 
rions,  when  urged  with  serionsness ;  to  listen 
to  PQbVe  sentiment,  and  to  yield  mnch  to  public 
judgment ;  and,  I  am  happy  to  perceiTe  tb&t 
the  thongbt  now  and  then  flashes  across  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  that  there  are  two  ends  to 
this  Union,  both  of  which  shonld  fall  nnder  the 
protection  and  patenial  regard  of  this  Oovem- 
ment.  We  are  the  representatives  of  the  whole, 
and  onr  Sections  and  watohjhlness  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  whole.  The  resolutions 
before  us  propose  no  measures  for  the  general 
harmony,  but  to  give  certain  inten)T«tan(ais  to 
the  oonsUtution  fovorable  to  the  sfaTe  Interest 
TUs  is  to  avoid  the  dissolntion  of  the  Union. 
I  cannot  see  how  the  end  is  to  he  reached  by 
the  means. 

'  I  wish  to  ask,  sir,  what  your  recollections  are 
in  regard  to  the  history  of  pnblio  policy.  You 
have  probably  for  the  last  thirty  years  been  a 
witness  and  participator  in  what  has  occurred 
here,  and  your  memory  can  go  much  beyond 
that.  You  know  what  has  been  the  public  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  what  kind  of  a  reputation  those  bare  ac- 
quired who  have  been  suspected  only  of  agtat- 
ing  ^18  alarming  topic.  How  stands  the  Hart- 
ford Convention  in  pnUjp  estimation  f  How 
other  conventions  and  assemblies  of  men  of 
more  recent  date,  who  were  aopposed  to  medi- 
tate onfiiendly  feelings  to  the  unicmt  All  hos- 
tility to  the  Union  has  at  all  times  been  viewed 
by  tiie  great  body  of  the  people  vith  the  most 
profound  sorrow  and  r^p^t. 

The  Abolitionists  can  have  no  motive  to  dis- 
solvethe  Union.  They  have  never  been  charged 
with  such  an  object,  to  my  knowledge.  Their 
acts  may  create  alarm  and  discontent,  which 
may  tend  to  that.  -  There  may  be  selfish  men 
among  them,  for  the  ambitious  always  mould 
the  moving  elements,  when  they  can,  to  aid 
ttieir  own  selfish  purposes.  It  woold  not  be 
iSngnlar  if  tooh  were  found  among  thran,  but 
their  nmnber  cannot  be  great  But  how  ia  the 
AbolititHiist  to  be  profited,  if  his  wishes  are  all 
realised  ?  If  all  the  slaves  on  the  riobe  were 
made  free,  bow  will  it  mend  his  conmtion  ?  In 
no  way  whatever.  He  can  gain  ^othing  by  the 
change.  Bnt  th^  repudiate,  and  very  properly, 
all  riaht  to  interfere  with  the  States,  and  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  Territories  ana  the  Bis- 
Met  of  Columbia. 

The  worst,  then,  which  can  be  said  of  them, 
is,  that  they  are  deluded,  roi^ided  philan- 
thropists, fanatics— heated  with  an  unbecoming 
seal.  I  do  not  mean  to  touch  the  question 
of  the  en>ediency  of  tiieir  course  in  asking 
for  immediate  abolition  in  the  District  That 
I  will  meet  whenever  the  Senate  will  open 
it  by  reoetving  their  petitions,  bnt  not  until 
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then ;  for  the  right  of  petition  is  the  higher 
right,  and  most  first  be  vindicated.  I  ^aU. 
however,  at  all  times  go  for  the  Union,  and 
the  whole  Union ;  and  ag^nst  the  AbolitionlBtB 
if  they  propose  to  interfere  with  oonstitntitmal 
rights  or  guarantees. 

Mr.  GuHouN  said  he  had,  he  believed,  been 
in  a  standing  minority  from  the  time  the  sub- 
ject of  abolition  was  first  agitated  in  this  body 
till  the  introduction  of  these  resolutions ;  and, 
although  he  had  steadily  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  any  abolition  petitions,  so  far  from 
taking  a  lead  in  laying  them  on  the  table,  as 
the  Senator  stated,  he  had  not,  in  a  single 
instance,  made  such  a  motion.  He  was,  on  the 
contrary,  wholly  opposed  to  the  course.  He 
had  never  doubted  the  folly  of  the  position, 
that  we  were  twond  to  receive  petitions,  but 
might  lay  them  immediately  on  the  table,  with- 
out oonmderation  or  dlscossion.  In  the  original 
debate^  he  told  the-Senator  ftom  FennsylTams, 
(Kr.  BcoHAHAir,)  who  took  a  lead  in  fovor  at 
that  course,  that  it  was  utterly  indefensible,  and 
that  the  reasons  he  (Mr.  B.)  assigned  to  prove 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive,  would  be  equally 
cogent  to  show  that  we  were  hound  to  refer, 
report  on,  discuss,  and  decide  on  them.  He 
also  told  him  what  would  be  the  consequences 
of  his  false  position,  all  of  which  have  already 
been  realized.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has 
already  taken  the  precise  ground  which  he  fore- 
told would  be  token.  Nor  is  the  Senator  less 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  has  Iwen  opposed 
to  the  discussion  of  the  sntgect.  Jle  has,  it  is 
true,  been  utterly  and  nnalterably  opposed  to 
any  ^soosaion  with  the  aboUtionista.  The^ 
have  no  right  to  come  here,  and  be  was  and  is 
for  shutting  the  door  in  their  face;  but  he 
never  shunned  discussion  when  the  sabject 
came  furly  up,  nor  would  he,  so  loug  as  the 
Senator's  oonstitnents  and  others  continue  to 
agitate  the  subject ;  in  proof  of  which,  ho  re- 
ferred the  Senator  to  the  course  he  adopted  in 
relation  to  the  President's  Message,  some  years 
since,  on  the  circulation  of  incendiary  publica- 
tions through  the  mail.  So  for  from  avoiding 
^scussion,  he  raised  a  spedal  committee  on  that 
portion  of  the  Message,  m&de  a  full  roport 
adverse  to  the  Pre^denrs  views,  accompsnied 
1^  a  bill,  which  gave  rise  to  much  discussion. 
8o  now,  acting  on  the  some  principle,  he  had 
presented  the  resolutions  as  the  antagonists  of 
the  Vermont  resolutions. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of  the  mis- 
statement o^  his  course  by  the  Senator.  As- 
suming, erroneously,  as  he  had  shown,  that  his 
position  had  been  that  Congi^ess  has  no  right  to 
agitate  or  discuss  this  subject,  however  pre- 
sentei^  he  accuses  him  (Mr.  0.)  of  challenging 
debate  on  the  present  occasion,  and  says  that 
he  (Mr.  Davis)  would  .have  remained  eileiit 
had  it  not  been  for  his  challenge.  It  is  true  he 
had  stated  tliat  the  political  creed  of  the  Bena^ 
tor,  and  titose  who  tboaght  with  him,  in  refor- 
ence  to  the  ori^  and  structure  of  our  Govern- 
ment, so  far  from  affbrding  any  constitaticmal 
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protecticm  agoinat  the  aaiaalU  of  the  Abolidon- 
^a,  hod  ronsed  their  fim&tical  spirit  into  aotton ; 
and  he  had  called  oa  the  party  generally  who 
entertiuned  it,  to  show,  if  be  waa  in  a  mistake  as 
to  the  effect  of  their  creed,  what  protection  it 
afforded.  If  the  Senator  has  oonstnied  this  into 
a  challenge  to  disouas  these  resolutions,  he  mast 
Mj  he  has  moat  signally  fiuled  to  meet  it.  He 
has  not  even  attempted  to  show  that  the  view 
which  he  and  bis  party  take  of  the  conatitation, 
can  afford  the  least  protection  against  the  dan- 
gers which  now  so  serioudy  menace  the  coantry 
and  its  institutions.  Hia  silenoe  he  bad  a  right 
to  conrider  as  oonohisiTe  proof  of  the  troth  of 
bia  assertion,  and  the  Senator  oo^t  not  to  be 
mrprised  i^  after  this  tacit  confeadon,  be  shonld 
torn  to  those  who  entertained  the  opposite  con- 
stitational  viewa,  and  oaU  on  them  exdorivdy 
to  rally  to  the  rescue  at  tills  hoar  of  danger. 
The  Senator  was  bo  conscious  of  his  weakneas 
on  this  point,  that  instead  of  attempting  to 
point  out  a  remedy,  when  his  poUtical  theory 
afforded  none,  be  took  the  opposite  coarse,  to 
deny  that  there  was  any  danger  to  be  repelled. 
He  told  ns,  gravely,  that  the  Abolitionists  were 
no  DiaanioniBts ;  that  they  had  ino  ambitious 
objects ;  no  corrupt  purpose ;  that  they  repu- 
diated all  interference  with  tbe  States;  Uiat 
they  only  lUmed  to  "hbolish  dawj  in  the  Terri- 
toius  and  in  this  District,  where  there  were 
not  more  than  3,000  slaves}  and  that  they 
dimmed  no  right,  but  to  beg  yon  to  gnat  them 
the  innocent  and  harmlesB  boon  they  craved, 
(of  catting  onr  throats  and  burning  our  houses,) 
and  that  these  beggars  were  bat  a  handful,  of 
whom  a  large  p<Htion  were  females.  Such  is 
the  picture  which  he  givea  of  this  small  band 
of  innocents,  and  •  the  harmless  motives  that 
actuate  them ;  and  this,  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
stant, uniform,  and  open  avowal,  that  their  ob- 
ject is  the  total  abolition  of  aitnwj  in  tlie  States, 
as  well  as  in  tills  District  and  the  Territories,  and 
tiiot  they  eoniider  the  abcdition  in  the  lattw  bnt 
as  the  fwst  step  to  abditioa  In  the  former. 

As  brief  as  has  been  bis  notio*  of  tbe  Souk 
tor^s  apology  for  the  Abolitionists,  (for  such  he 
must  consider  bis  speech,)  it  ia  moeh  longer 
than  he  would  have  made  it,  had  it  not  been 
for  tiie  respect  which  be  has  bad  for  bis  talents 
and  character.  He  cannot  consider  tbe  course 
he  b&fi  pursued  in  his  speech  as  indicative  of 
his  actual  feelings  and  fumess,  and  ia  compelled 
to  regard  it  aa  indicative  at  the  diirtempered 
state  of  the  pablio  sentiment  of  those  be  repre- 
sented. Thus  viewed,  it  affords  an  important 
lesson  to  those  be  represented.  Throughout, 
not  a  censure  of  the  Abolitiouists  ia  whispered. 
All  is  exoose,  defence,  ^logy.  It  is  we,  not 
they,  who  are  the  u;ttatorB ;  it  la  we,  not  they, 
who  are  the  distarbm  of  the  peace  and  quiet 
ot  the  conntty ;  it  ia  we,  not  they,  who  are  the 
assailants ;  it  is  we^  not  th^,  who  harbor  am- 
bitions and  improper  derigns ;  and,  foially,  it  is 
we,  not  tbey,  who  meditate  dlsnnlcHi.  It  ia  no 
crime  to  ottack  na,  bat  a  hdnmu  o^ioe  In  ns 
to  dcfimd  onrselTei. 


JLr.  KiLBS  felt  that  the  resolutions  before  tbe 
Senate  had  placed  himself  and  aome  others  in  a 
delicate  rituation ;  he  was,  and  ever  had  been, 
decidedly  tmKtsed  to  the  ji^tation  of  this 
subject  in  Oongresa,  in  any  form ;  be  was 
opposed  to  its  discaasion  here,  believing  that  it 
would  tend  to  increase  the  evil  which  it  wu 
designed  to  remove.  But  it  has  been  brought 
before  ns,  and  we  are  compelled  to  act  upon  it. 

He  bad  a  fow  remarks  to  offer  upon  tbe  reso- 
lutions. They  are  here,  whether  pK^erly  or  not, 
and  we  are  ealtod  onto  decide  upon  them;  and 
when  we  arrive  at  that  point,  they  ought  to 
stand  or  foU  span  their  own  merits.  They  are 
olgected  to  on  several  groonds :  first,  as  bting 
mere  abstraotiona,  having  no  practical  beuiog; 
and  if  by  this  is  meant  thatth«yare,if  adoptra, 
to  have  no  operation  on  the  rights  of  any  one^ 
this  ol^ection  ia  correct  But  he  would  not 
add  to  what  be  had  sud  on  that  point.  They 
are  also  otyeoted  to  on  the  ground  of  their 
having  a  double  aspect — one  p<Mitical,  the  other 
having  reference  to  the  abolition  question. 
Some  gentiemen  think  that  they  are  alu^tber 
unsonnd  and  dangerous,  as  tbe  affirmation  of  a 
political  creed.  They  think  they  discover  a 
larldng  treason  in  them,  or  a  squinting  towards 
nullificntion.  Remove  the  veil,  says  the  Senar 
tor  ticm.  Hassaohnsetts,  and  yon  oiaoorer  that 
little  thing  called  nnllifloation. 

These  objections  had  no  great  force  on  his 
mind.  So  &r  as  the  resolutions  embraced 
jpolitieal  prindplee,  he  bad  no  difficulty ;  he 
obeyed  lima  to  be  sound  and  just.  They 
contained  a  brief  exposition  of  the  trae  theory 
of  onr  Oovemment;  there  was  nothing  new 
in  them ;  their  doctrines  were  those  of  the  old 
Republican  school  of  '08,  which  he  refined  as 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  conatjitntion ;  the 
doctrines  of  State  rights,  which  were  the  trae 
principles  of  union  and  liberty.  Tbey  bad 
stood  the  test  of  public  opinion  and  of  public 
senttiny,  in  every  way  taiA  fwm,  for  nearly 
half  a  emtttry,  laA  he  thought  it  rather  too 
late  to  edl  thHu  in  question  now.  Il^  in  the 
inianc^  of  the  Confederacy,  these  prinoiplea 
were  deemed  jnat,  and  tbe  only  bulwark  agoinat 
consolidation,  the  experience  of  tbe  last  fortj 
years  has  added  iouneasurable  weight  to  the 
conviction  by  which  they  were  then  sustained. 
This  Government  has  exhibited  a  steady  tend- 
ency towards  consolidation;  and  this  tendency, 
whilst  it  is  oonstantiy  impairing  the  rights  oi 
the  States,  is  the  source  of  greatest  danger  to 
the  Union.  But  it  is  said  that  tbe  poutioal 
features  of  these  resolntiona,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  are  irrelevant,  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  their  avowed  ol^ect.  He  thought  very 
differeuUy.  Petitions  are  befiure  the  Seaiate^ 
asking  us  to  abtdish  slavery  in  this  District 
and  to  proMbit  the  slave-trade  between  tbe 
States.  We  inresent  these  resolutions  as  an  an- 
swer to  these  requests.  We  hold  up  the  mir- 
ror of  the  ctmstitntion,  that  the  petitioners  and 
all  othtts  mav  see  the  objections  and  diffienltiea 
ezirthig  in  the  Teiy'theory  and  nature  (rf  tbe 
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Oovemment — that  they  maj  see  that  some  of 
the  otyects  prayed  for  are  directlT  in  conflict 
with  the  oonstitntioD,  and  that  otLers  have  a 
direct  and  necessary  tendenoy  to  disfcorb  the 
Union.  The  deedgns  of  these  agitators  are  not 
confined  to  this  Dutrict;  we  have  evidence 
that  they  ore-  not ;  they  are  praying  for  the 
prohibition  of  the. trade  in  alavea;  they  are 
already  dlreoUy  intraffaring  with  tlda  matter 
within  the  States,  These  nnfortanate  men, 
who,  I  fear,  are  to  be  the  dietnrbers  of  their 
eonntry*e  peaoe,  Ti6w  this  sabjeot  in  a  religionB 
rather  Utan  a  pditdcal  or  dvil  aspeot  They 
TMsrd  slavery  as  a  moral  evil ;  as  a  ^  in  the 
right  of  Qto^  which  they  are  la  conscience 
bound  to  set  their  &oes  ag&iost  and  attempt  to 
extirpate.  Does  not  this  show  that  they  con- 
rider  theinseives  in  some  sense  responrible  for 
what  they  r^ard  as  a  crime,  which  most  pro- 
ceed from  the  conrideratjon  that  we  are  one 
peopla  <me  conummilj,  fiir  local  as  well  as 
geoenu  pnrpoBesV  Hmm  men  mostly  belong 
to  the  clergy,  vho,  with  many  honorable  ex- 
oeptions,  are,  of  all  men,  the  most  liable  to  Ml 
into  error  on  this  anlject  Their  course  of 
reading,  reflections,  assoriations,  and  duties,  all 
tend  to  lead  them  into  error  in  r^ard  to  the 
natare  of  onr  Qovemment  and  political  and 
soci^  rights.  If  they  do  not  entertain  errone- 
ous views  on  this  subject,  why  do  they  confine 
their  efforts  to  slavery  in  the  United  States? 
Is  there  no  slavery  elsewhere  ?  "Why  do  they 
not  give  their  attention  to  Onba  and  the  island 
lying  along  upon  oar  coasts  V  Does  not  slavery 
exist  t^ere  1  and  is  it  not  known  to  be  mnch 
man  omel,  severe,  and  <^>preBdTe9  Who  has 
ever  heard  of  the  ezertfens  of  aboUtuniata  to 
abolish  davery  in  the  Island  oC  Onba  t  Depend 
upon  it,  sir,  these  fanatics  aot  under  an  im- 
presrion  that  they  are  in  some  respect  respon- 
sible for  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  because  they  are  oitisens  of  the  same 
country  and  belong  to  the  same  general  oom- 
manity.  These  resolutions  present  this  subject 
in  its  true  light;  they  hold  up  the  States  as 
separate  and  independent  communities,  ex- 
cept for  a  few  general  purposes;  as  much 
separate  and  distinct  in  all  their  concerns  and 
institotions  purely  local,  as  though  the  Union 
did  not  exist ;  as  much  separate  and  dislanct  as 
flieae  Btutea  are  from  Gsnada,  or  Ooba,  ta 
Mexico.  A  citizen  of  Vermont  has  no  more 
right  to  interim  with  the  anhject  ot  darwy 
in  Sonth  Carolina,  than  a  dtdaen  of  Guiada, 
Is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that  there  is 
much  delusion  on  this  subject  ? 

Bnt  what  is  the  real  source  of  danger  t  We 
are  told  that  no  force  can  be  bronght  agunrt 
the  Union-  or  the  South.  This  is  true,  rir ;  the 
dancer  is  not  from  force.  What  is  the  stiengtii 
of  this  Government,  and  of  tliis  Union  ?  Is  it 
force?  Is  it  backed  and  sustained  by  yonr 
army  and  navy ;  yonr  militia,  or  other  military 
establiriiments  ?  Far  from  it :  that  is  not  the 
design  of  those  national  institutitms.  The 
atrei^  <rf  thia  Union,  ot  thia  Govanmnit,  is 
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publie  iipimon.  This  is  its  only  abidii^  founda- 
tion ;  the  rock  on  which  it  rests,  or  upon  which 
it  must  founder.  As  long  as  that  remains 
Bonnd,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  hence  we 
discover  the  danger  fr^  the  movements  and 
apparait  derigna  of  the  abolititmistB.  Are  not 
all  their  eflnrta  directly  calculated  to  poison 
pnblio  Bentimentf  Are  they  not  calculated  to 
alienate  the  opinions  and  fselings  of  the  people 
of  one  aeofion  of  tiiie  Union  from  those  of 
anoUier  t  If  their  schemes  are  persisted  in,  is 
there  not  reason  to  fear  that  feelings  will  be 
engendered  in  both  ends  of  the  Union,  hostile 
to  each  other  and  the  Union  itself  f  Does  any 
one  SDppoae  that  this  Oonfederacy  of  States 
can  he  preserved  with  public  sentiment  hostile 
to  it;  with  feelings  unfriendly  and  hostile 
between  the  people  of  the  two  extremities! 
Does  any  one  suppose  it  can  be  maintained 
when  the  time  arrivea  (but  he  hoped  it  would 
never  arrive)  when  the  entire  population  of 
one  aeotioa  of  the  ooontry,  ofnnpnsing  nearly 
half  the  Statea,  beo«ne  ftuly  and  dendy  imr 
wflflsed  with  the  solemn  omviotion  that  the 
Union,  instead  of  adding  to  their  secority,  is 
the  frmtful  source  of  danger  to  th^  domestic 
institutions,  their  property,  their  peace,  and 
their  Uvea?  He  must  know  little  of  the  nature 
of  this  Government,  and  litde  of  human  nature, 
who  can  entertain  such  an  opinion.  Sir,  tlie 
stren^  of  this  Union  is  in  the  hearts  and 
affections  of  the  people ;  in  a  settled,  abiding 
conviction,  that  it  is  a  source  of  secority,  a  bene- 
fit, a  blearing,  to  all  parties  to  it 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  I  will  not  nndertake  to 
predict  what  will  be  tiie  issue  of  this  stru^lo 
at  the  Knih.  Fot  a  time,  very  possibly,  tiie 
ride  of  eiTor  laaj  prevail.  It  was  a  aai^oi^ 
peculiarly  calculated  to  take  hold  of  the  feelmgs 
and  pr^udicea  of  Large  classes  of  the  people ; 
it  was  a  subject  calculated  to  delude  and  mis- 
lead. But  if  the  abolition  party  should  pre- 
vail, and  abolition  principles  triumph,  we  shaU 
have  then  reaohed  the  third  stage  of  the  evil: 
the  contest  will  tiien  be  bronght  here,  and 
betweeai  the  different  States  of  this  Union. 
Then  are  to  follow  reproaches,  criminations 
and  recriminations,  and  t^al  or  supposed  aggres- 
rions offered  and  repelled;  agitation,  alarm  and 
ooofuaon  may  prevail,  and  the  noble  &brio  of 
the  Gonmmait  aimear  to  be  fidling  to  pieces. 
This  will  be  the  final  orlris,  which  may  fill 
the  oonutiy  with  ealamities.  bnt  the  Union  will 
not  be  diMolved.  When  the  waters  o(  bitter- 
ness have  spread  over  the  land — when  the 
people  have  drank  deep  from  tiie  cap  of  afflic- 
tion— when  they  have  seen  and  tasted  enough 
of  the  bitter  fruits  of  fanaticism,  foUy,  rashness, 
and  psasion — the  good  sense  and  reason  of  the 
pec^e  will  retnm,  the  delusion  will  subside, 
and  the  dark  clouds  which  have  lowered  over 
oor  horizon  will  gradually  disappear,  until  tbo 
sun  breaking  through  them  shmes  once  more 
on  our  favored  land.  Sir,  tlie  Union  will  not 
be  dissolved,  although  it  may  be  put  to  a  severe 
trioL  Ho  f^lt  a  atnng  oonvictuHu  on  aUifUng 
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confidence  in  this ;  bntif  heoonldforamoment 
beJiere  that  FroTidenoe  has  ordered  othervise 
—that  this  Oonfederacy  is  to  be  broken  down — 
it  would  make  no  difference  as  to  his  course. 
When  driven  from  every  other  position,  he 
wonld  make  his  last  Btand  on  the  rumparte  of 
the  oonstitntion,  where  he  would  make  the 
last  rally  for  the  last  stroKgle  in  its  defence. 
If  nnsuccessfol — if  he  fell—he  would  fall  with 
the  glorious  standard  of  the  Union  tn  his  hand, 
wd  the  words  of  the  Tenerable  ex-Preaident 
00  lipa — "Tmt  S'sraui  Ukioh  kdbt  be 

PBCSBBTID.*' 

Mr.  Batabd  moved  to  strike  out  the  worda 
"  the  several  States,^'  and  insert  the  words  of 
flu  eonatitution  itself^  viz :  "the  people  of  &e 
United  States,"  His  object  was  to  avoid  a 
committal  to  a  political  creed,  to  which  he 
oonld  not  consent. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  objected,  that  those  words 
were  ambiguous;  thej  might  be  taken  in  a 
ge(^;raphic^  sense,  meaning  the  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  continent  of  America;  or  tijejr 
might  mean  the  people,  as  a  people ;  or  tbej 
might  mean  the  people  onlj  of  the  several 
separate  States.  The  latter  was  the  caily  sense 
he  conld  admit 

Mr.  Batabd  ni^ied  that  the  vei^  worda  of 
tiw  oonstitation,  to  which  vverj  Senator  bad 
sworn,  coold  not  soreij  be  objected  to.  It 
^>peared  to  htm  that  Mr.  0.  was  contending 
■  rather  to  pnt  his  own  peonliar  interpretation 
□pon  that  mstmment,  rather  than  fallowing  the 
instrument  itad^  leaving  the  ioterpretetion 
open. 

Mr.  Oljlt  of  Eentuckj  said,  if  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  would  frame  his  amendment 
according  to  the  historical  fact,  in  the  adoption 
of  the  coQstitntioo,  Mr.  Olat  would  vote  for  it 
The  historical  fact  was,  that  the  oonstltDtion 
waa  adopted  by  the  people  (tf  the  several 
States,  acting  within  their  respective  limits. 

Mr.  Oalbouk,  We  relj  on  the  hiatorical 
&ct;  and  the  Senator  from  Delaware  ought 
not  to  force  his  interpretation  on  us. 

Mr.  Batabd.  The  historical  fact  is,  tiiat  it 
ia  the  QoTernment,.in  the  words  of  the  consti- 
tution, of  "  the  people  of  the  United  States." 
It  is  BO  decided  bj  Ohief  Justice  Marshall. 
When  the  preamble  of  the  constitution  waa 
"We,  the  people  of  New  Han^shira,  Ver- 
mont," &0.,  the  names  of  the  several  States 
were  stricken  out,  and  the  existing  expression 
inserted,  in  order  to  avoid  all  ambignitj.  I  do 
not  depend  at  all  on  the  preonble,  bat  on  the 
diacosnon  in  the  0(niventi(».  I  can  demon- 
strate that  it  waa  r^arded  as  a  Government 
emanating  from  the  people  as  a  general  body ; 
and  on  this  subject  I  ehall  be  readj  to  wield 
a  lance  with  the  Senator  co  any  aobstantial 
occasion. 

Mr.  Bayard's  amendmeut  was  Iqst — yeas  B, 
nays  84 ;  aud  the  third  resola&n  vaa  adopted 
— yeaa  81,  nays  fl. 
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TvESDAT,  January  9. 
Mr.  CaVumiCa  Satohitiona. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Oalhoun's  resolutions,  on  tiie  relations,  <kc, 
of  the  States  and  General  Government  The 
question  being  on  the  fourth  of  the  series. 

Mr.  Gbuhdt  said  that,  having  been  e\mat 
frt}m  uckness  when  the  votes  were  recorded  on 
the  passed  reaolntions,  he  took  this  omiortnnity 
of  saying  that  he  zealously  cmcorred  with  the 
object  of  the  reaolntions,  and,  had  he  been 
present,  should  have  voted  in  funa  of  evet/ 
one  of  them. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  4t3i  resolution, 
and  waa  carried,  as  follows : 

Tub.— Messrs.* Allen,  Bayard,  Bentcm,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  AlwWnm^ 
of  Kentucky,  Clajrton,  Crittenden,  Catbbert,  Fulton, 
Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  Km^  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norrell,  Pierce,  Trestos,  Rives,  Roane,  Bob- 
inson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Coimecdcut,  Strange, Walker, 
White,  WilliamB,  Wright,  and  Toung— 84. 

Kats. — Ueasrs.  McKean,  Morris,  Frentiss,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  and  Swift — 5. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  fifth  resolution  as  follows : 

"SesolMdy  That  the  Intermeddling  of  any  State 
or  States,  or  ^eir  citizens,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  the  Territories,  on  the  ground,  or 
under  tiie  pretext,  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinful,  or 
the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress,  wi^ 
that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dangerous  attaok  an 
the  hntitudona  of  aH  the  idave^mng  States." 

Mr.  SMirH,  of  (Connecticut  intend  to 

press  on  the  Senate  any  remarks  of  his  while 
these  resolutions  were  under  dlscnssion.  But 
he  rose  to  express  his  views  as  to  the  difference 
between  the  resolntiona  which  bad  been  Pjused 
and  llie  one  at  present  before  them.  Those 
that  were  passed  were  only  declaratory  of  oon- 
stitotional  rights,  which  he  Qiongbt  Hbey  were 
bonnd  to  recognize,  and  on  tiiese  grounds  ha 
gave  his  sap^wrt  to  them.  But  what  was  thia 
nftii  resolution  ?  Was  it  not  wholly  different 
from  the  others?  This  was  a  field  in  which 
the  people  of  these  United  States  had  a  right 
to  enter  and  to  discuss — the  expediency  of 
slavery  in  this  District.  If  we  are  called  on 
here  to  act  as  legisUtors,  he,  for  one,  would  be 
ready  to  say  that  it  womd  not  be  .expedient  to 
legislate  on  the  subject,  because  it  would  be 
ui^nat  to  t^e  holders  of  slave  property,  bat  he 
would  be  unwilling  to  uj  that  it  waa  tineraati- 
totionol  to  abdiah  slavery  in  this  District 

When  tiiey  oame  to  tdk  of  prescribfiut  lim- 
its to  the  diacosdons  of  tiie  people  of  the  United 
States,  they  were  not  acting  within  the  limits 
of  tiieir  duty..  If,  said  Mr.  B.,  wo  da  not  act  in 
conformity  to  the  will  of  tlie  people  of  the 
United  States,  they  can  exercise  a  proper  check 
or  control  over  us.  What  was  this  fifth  resolu- 
tion but  the  prescribing  a  role  to  limit  the  dis~ 
onarions  of  tiie  people  of  the  United  States 
hereafter^  and  the  setting  tfaenuelveB  i^  as.  ' 
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censors  over  them  ?  This  Mr,  S,  thought,  was 
going  far  beyond  the  limits  of  their  duty. 
yVhife  he  would  oheerflilly  oppose  any  ancon- 
stitutional  interference  wiUi  uie  institations  of 
tho  States,  be  woold  at  the  some  time  avoid 
ezpressing  any  opinicma  adverse  to  the  right 
of  the  people  to  mscuss  such  salgecte  as  were 
properfy  open  to  them. 

Hr.  PiBBOB,  of  Kew  Hampshire,  sud :  The 
Diatribt  of  Oolumtna  vai  now  empnatieally  the 
hattle-fi^d  of  the  abditiomst^  and  the  resolu- 
tion immediately  nnder  oonmderation,  with, 
perhara,  some  modifications  in  phraseology, 
would  present  the  true  issue  here  and  to  Uie 
country. 

If  the  grave  objeotionsini^^ed  on  the  other 
..'de  were  snstmned  by  an  examinaUon  of  the 
rescdntions  themselves,  or  a  course  of  sound 
argomentation,  they  would  insore  my  oppo- 
sition. What  are  they  f  The  first  that  reached 
my  ear  was,  that  they  contain  latent  nnllifica- 
tioQ.  I  have  waited  to  hear  the  partioalar 
resolution,  sentence'  or  phrase  pointed  out  In 
irhidi  this  heresy  is  supposed  to  be  concealed, 
and  I  have  waited  in  vain.  Having,  then, 
aswrtion  on  one  side,  and  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  pliun  reading  of  the  resolntions  and 
the  frank  and  miqualined  declaration  of  the 
mover  on  the  other,  I  must  be  excused  if  I  do 
not  take  the  alarm. 

We  have  next  eloquent  disquisitions  upon  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
To  every  sentiment  uttered  upon  these  sub- 
jects I  yield  my  cordial  assent ;  but  why  intro- 
duced on  this  particnlar  occasion,  I  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  determine.  Would  any  man  here 
abridge  tlie  liberty  of  speech,  or  assail  the 
freedom  of  the  press  I  I  take  it  n<^  Ja  there 
any  thing  in  the  resolntaona  to  sanotion  an 
invtsipil-  of  either?  Not  a  vyllfible.  That 
fiie8e,ere']privileges  most  dear  to  every  Ameri- 
can, iiTfr^ly  admitted  by  all.  Why  sndi  a 
variety  of  changes  have  been  rung  upon  them 
in -this  debate,  others  may  determine. 

But  it  Is  fiirmer  nrged  agunst  the  resolutions, 
that  they  are_  mere  abstracUooa.   Sir,  it  is 

auite  immaterial  what  name  you  wply  to 
!iem ;  sufficient  is  it  that  they  meet  tee  case, 
that  t^ey  encounter  the  Abolitionigt  upon 
sound  and  tenable  groond^  and  furnish  a  con- 
clusive answer  to  his  importunities.  To  say 
that  the  petitions  refer  only  to  this  District,  and 
that  the  ptindides  asserted  in  the  preceding 
Resolntions  are  conseqaently  without  applica- 
tion, is  perfectly  idle.  It  is  impoHdUe  to  read 
a  single  number  of  the  leading  AboUtion  p«iodi- 
cals,  without  perceivii^tiiat  their  olject  reaches 
far  beyond  this  District,  and  stops  at  no  point 
short  of  general '  emancipation  in  the  States. 
And  yet,  sir,  I  suspect  that  you  would  find 
few  intelligent  Abolitionists,  who  would  assert 
that  Owigress  has  the  constitutional  power  to 
interfere  wiUi  slavery  in  the  States ;  but  admit- 
ting the  Want  of  power  here,  they  hold  it  to 
be  tiieir  duty,  as  individnals,  to  persevere  in 
the  cause.  Begnrding  tiie  institation  of  slavery 


as  morally  wrong,  or  sinful,  if  you  please,  th^. 
conuder  themselves,  as  citizens  of  the  Umon, 
responsible  for  its  continuance,  wherever  it 
may  exist  within  our  borders.  This  feeling 
has  Its  origin,  to  some  extent,  in  a  mis^pra- 
hension  of  the  structure  of  our  Government, 
and  this  error  the  preceding  resolntions  are 
calcnlated  to  correct.  They  assert,  in  effect, 
that  the  dtizen  of  New  Bampshire  is  no  more 
re^nrible,  morally  or  pditioalfy,  fw  the  enat- 
enoe  and  continuance  of  this  domcetio  imtita- 
tion  in  Yii^nia  or  Uaryland,  than  he  would  be 
for  the  existence  of  any  idmilar  Institntirau  In 
France  or  Persia. 

Now,  let  these  doctrines  be  universally  under- 
stood and  admitted,  and  you  take  one  great  step 
toward  satisfying  the  consciences  of  honest, 
but  jmsgaided  people,  in  one  section  of  the. 
country,  and  quieting  the  irritation,  for  which, 
there  has  been  too  much  cause,  in  the  other. 
This  we  have  attempted  to  do.  We  are  bound 
to  ff}  fiirther,  and  frankly  to  declare  to  tiiese 
petitioners,  tlut  so  long  as  slavery  shall  continue 
m  Virginia  and  Maryland,  it  is  vain  for  them 
to  expect  its  abotitimk  here;  that  we  are  for- 
biddoL  to  legislate  upon,  uiis  subject,  under 
existing  circumstances,  by  obligations  hardly 
inferior  to  the  constitution  itself ;  that  Congress 
cannot  abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  gainst 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  without  a  grosa 
breach  of  public  ffuth,  and  an  outrageous  in- 
fraction of  private  rights. 

At  the  time  the  cession  was  made,  domeatio 
slavery  existed  in  the  States  of  Haryland  and' 
Virginia :  it  still  exists  there ;  and  it  has  also 
exited  here  from  that  day  to  this.  Now,  how 
is  it  posdble  to  mistake  what  most  have  been 
the  understanding  of  both  parties  at  the  timet 
No  man,  it  strikes  me,  can  aonbt  for  a  moment^ 
who  will  regard,  without  pr^udice,  the  relative 
position  of  this  "  ten  miles  square,"  the  objects 
of  the  cesuon,  and  the  manifMt  interests  or  the 
States  making.it.  Who  can  believe  that  these 
patriotic  States  .would  have  parted  witb  their 
territory,-if  they,  could  have  supposed  that  the 
rights  and  property  of  thdr  citizens,  living  upon 
it,  were  to  be  invaded,  ag^st  their  consent, 
and  in  defiance  of  their  remonstrances  t  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  slavery 
a  social  and  political  evil,  and  most  sincerely 
wish  tiiat  it  had  no  existence  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth ;  but  it  is  perfectiy  immaterial  how 
it  may  be  re^^ed,  either  by  you  or  myself; 
it  is  not  for  us  to  sit  in  judgm^t,  and  deter- 
mine whetW  lite  rights  secured  to  tiie  difforent 
States  by  the  conatitntion  are  bles^gs  or 
otherwise;  it  is  soffitnentfcnr  the  argument  that 
thoy  are  rights,  which  the  inhabitants  do  not 
<dioose  to  relinquish. 

Kr.  CnrrrENDBN,  of  Kentucky,  rose.  He  sud 
that,  if  the  object  of  these  resolntions  was  to 
produce  peace  and  allay  excitement,  it  appeared 
to  him  thst  they  were  ugt  very  likely  to 
accomplish  such  an  object.  Hore  vague  and 
generu  abstractions  than  they  were  could 
hardly  have  been  brought  forward,  and  they 
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were  more  calculated  to  prodnee  agitation,  and 
atir  up  discontent  and  baa  blood,  than  to  do  anj 
good  whatever.  Soch,  he  knew,  was  the  gen- 
eral' opinion  of  Sontkem  men,  few  of  whom, 
however  Uiey  assented  to  the  abstractions,  ap- 
iffOTed  of  tills  method  of  agitating  the  subject 
He  was  qnite  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  good 
BQch  resolutions  conid  effect ;  there  was  nothing 
practical  in  them ;  they  were  in  the  air,  aerial, 
nnbosiness-lilce,  theoretical  abstractions,  only 
calcnlated  to  agitate,  and  to  bring  the  rights 
of  the  Soath  to  trial,  to  bring  them  np  for  ^s- 
cnssion,  to  create  difference  and  discord  on 
abstract  questions  among  those  who  all  agreed 
on  the  one  practical  point,  viz :  that  the  rights 
the  Sonth  mnat  be  preserved.  He  wonld 
not  say  that  they  were' the  work  of  ahoHtion- 
lam,  bnt  of  this  he  was  eertun,  that  snch  a 
mode  of  bringing  the  South  to  trial,  and  pnt- 
Hag  np  her  rights  to  be  disputed,  by  drawing 
ont  theories  on  which  no  two  men  oould  abso- 
lutely agree,  was  moet  eminenUy  calcolated  to 
Md,  and  no  donbt  would  greatly  ud,  the  aboli- 
tionists. The  mover  of  these  resolntions  relies 
mainly  upon  two  points  to  carry  the  Senate 
with  him :  first,  he  reiterates,  over  and  over 
again,  the  trite  theme  and  cry  of  "  danger  to 
the  Union ; "  and  next,  that,  if  he  is  not  fol- 
lowed in  this  movement,  he  urges  the  inevi- 
table oonseqaence  of  the  "  destruction  ,of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  0.  thonght  it  posdble  t^e  gentleman 
nd^t  be  mistuen.  It  pos^bly  mi^t  not  he 
exactly  troe  that,  to  save  tiie  Union,  it  was 
necessary  to  follow  hirn.  On  the  contrary, 
some  were  of  opinipn,  and  he  for  one  was  maax 
incUned  to  be  <h  the  same  view,  that,  to  follow 
the  dutingoished  mover  of  these  resolutions 
to  pursue"  the  course  of  irritation,  agitation,  and 
intimidation  which  he  ohallced  out,  would  be 
the  veiT  best  and  snreet  method  that  could  be 
chalked  out,  to  destroy  this  great  and  ha^py 
Union.  The  Senator  (Ur.  Oalhouk)  is  daily, 
and  almost  twenty  times  a  day,  telling  us  that 
the  disease  is  great — ^ia  terrible — is  fHshtfiil — ^is 
ahscdatelylDmrablel  Bnt,if  it  be  aalie  repre- 
sents, if  tiie  disease  be  Incnrable,  whj  does  he 
eome  forward  as  a  phyddan  to  heal  a  disease 
which  he  himsdf  declares  to  us  is  past  all 
healing?  What  can  posubly  be  the  object 
of  tiie  resolutions,  if  the  evil  they  propose  to 
assnape  is  past  all  cure)  What  was  the  use 
of  bnngiog  them  forward,  if  the  gentieman  is 
sincere  in  thinking  that  no  application  can  be 
of  any  benefit  to  a  disease^  which  he  paints 
every  hoar  of  the  day  as  bemg  frightftuiy  re- 
moved from  all  tBe  powers  of  remedy?  Is 
such  lan^foage,  on  the  other  hand,  only  intended 
as  a  politic  method  of  carrying  by  force  and 
terror  and  alarm  every  tremblmg  vote  in  his 
train !  Whatever  might  be  the  object  of  the 
gentleman,  it  certainly  appeared  rather  strange 
to  him  (Mr.  OBitrsvmN)  tfaat  he  should  bring 
,fiOTward  his  resolutions  as  a  remedy,  and 
descant  most  fbrcibly  npcm  tiieir  healing,  test- 
ing "curing,  and  sanatory  powers,  and  almost 
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in  the  sune  breath  tell  as  that  the  disease  is  so 
fearfoL  BO  far  gtme,  so  alarming,  so  terrific, 
that  his  veiT  remedy  which  he  offers  is  good 
for  notiungi 

So  fkr  it  appeared  to  Hr.  0.  that  Hr.  Oai^ 
H(JuN*s  course  was  not  calculated  to  heal,  or  to' 
roduce  peace,  though  such  he  professed  were 
is  objects.  There  was  agun  another  argu- 
ment on  which  he  rested,  which  also  appeu^ed 
to  Mr.  OBTTTEmtEN  calculated  to  produce  con- 
fidence in  the  AbolitioniBts,  and  alarm  in  the 
South,  and  all  the  friends  of  the  South ;  cal- 
culated, he  thought,  if  it  were  not  exposed  and 
avoided,  to  add  thickly  to  the  ranks  of  aboli- . 
tionism,  and  to  weaken  the  ranks  of  the  Sou^ 
by  forcing  ont  many  of  its  warmest  and'  most 
udent  friends  and  supporters.  The  araoment 
was — though  not  <n  coarse  so  plwnly  and. 
openly  expressed— that  th«e  coukT  be  no  con- 
fidence in  any  oppontion  to  dralitionism,  ntdess 
it  come  from  itx.  Ojomovs  and  his  party  I 
unless  it  came  from  the  State  rights  party  I 
And,  therefore,  the  necessary  consequence . 
wiiioh  follows  is,  that  nnless  me  whole  oobn- 
try  shall  follow  the  gentleman,  and  range 
themselves  behind  him  in  his  party,  there  can 
be  no  preservation  of  the  Union,  there  can  be 
no  available  opposition  to  abolitionism !  Snch 
a  mode  of  acting  and  reasoning  upon  the  sub- 
ject appeared  to  Hr.  G.  as  making  a  stalking 
horse,  a  tool,  of  abolitionism, '  to  serve,  as  a 
mean,  and  as  an  instrument  of  promoting  per- 
sonal views  and  partr  amUtion,  under  the  pre- 
tenoe  oi  infinite  good  to  the  oonntry. 

Hr,  FsESTON  suggested  to  the  mover  to  strike 
ont  the  words  on  the  ground  or  ujider  the 
^eUxt  ihat  it  wu  immoral  ttr  tinful,^^  and 
insert  **  on  any  pretext  whateter." 

Hr.  Oalhouk  objected  to  striking  out  the 
words  referred  to  by  his  colleagne ;  uiey  meet 
the  Abolitioidsts  directiy ;  but  would  accept  as 
a  modification  the  words  he  proposed  to  add. 

Hj.  pBBstoir  moved  furuin'  to  insert  the 
words  "blso  a  violation  of  the  public  &ith 
implied  in  the  oession  of  this  District  by  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland." 

Mr.  OAiBomr  had  always  been  of  the  oplidon  ■ 
that  any  interference  with  slavery  In  this. 
Distziot  would  not  only  he  a  violation  of  the. 
public  fiiith  to  the  States  of  Vitgiuia  and  Mary- 
land, but  would  also  tie  a  direct  violation  of 
the  8th  amended  article  of  the  constitution.* 
He  had  not,  however,  thought  pro^r  to  assert . 
it,  as  he  knew  that  there  was  a  mqority  in  the 
Senate  of  a  different  opinion,  and  as  his  object 
,  was  to  place  Uie  question  on  no  particnlar  iKir- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  but  on  its  general  char- 
acter and  structure,  which  be  thought  was  much 
stronger,  and  mocn  less  Gable  to  be  disputed. 
He  would  neither  ol^ect  nor  assent  to  the  pro- 
posed modification. 

*  Th«Te  miut  b*  Mm*  bitw  In  tbb  rofereuoe,  u  th» 
eighth  Mnflndwl  utldo  hu  no  nktton  to  the  ButtjMt, 
DMMlx  forbid*  ezosMlr*  ball  to  be  required,  .or  exceed  re 
flnm  i|n|KHBil,  9t  vmI  nd  noneiul  panUhomti  ipfllT**^  • 
<  aor  doM  saj  ottter  aithfl*       to  applr  to  It. 
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Mr.  Pbbbion's  second  smendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Hr.  Out,  of  EeDtqoky,  sdd  that  he  could 
Tote  for  neither  the  fifth  nor  eixth  resolntioos, 
in  the  shape  in  which  they  were  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

I  have  voted,  (continued  Mr.  C.,)  urithont 
hesitation,  for  the  first  resolutions  offered  by 
that  Senator,  after  they  were  modified  or 
amended,  not  from  any  confidence  which  I 
have  in  their  healing  virtnes.  With  respect  to 
the  point  so  much  insisted  upon  in  this  debate, 
and  which  had  produced  great  controversy  in 
former  times,  whether  tiie  constitution  is  to  be 
r^arded  as  tihe  work  ci  the  people  of  the 
United  States  colleotivelTf  or  of  the  separate 
States  oompoung  the  OonfederaOT,  I  have  always 
thought  that  more  importance  is  attached  to  it 
than  it  deserves.  The  real  question  in  consid- 
ering the  instrument  is,  not  how  the  constitu- 
tion  was  made,  bat  what  is  it,  as  it  is  ?  I  have 
always  understood,  according  to  historical  fact, 
that  the  constitution  was  framed  by  a  conveu' 
tioQj  composed  of  delegates  appointed  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States;  and  that 
after  it  was  adopted,  it  was  submitted  to  con- 
tentions of  Delegates,  chosen  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  each  actins  separately  by 
and  for  iteelf ;  and^  being  ratified  by  the  oon- 
TentioQs  of  a  sufficient  number,  it  became  the 
Oonstitutiott  of  tiie  United  States,  or,  in  its  own 
lanffoage,  of  the  peoplo  of  the  United  States. 

The  series  of  resmntioos  under  consideration 
has  been  introdnced  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  after  he  and  other  Senators  from  the 
South  had  deprecated  discussion  on  the  delicate 
subject  to  which  they  relate.  They  have  occa- 
sioned much  discussion,  in  which  hitherto  I 
have  not  participated.  I  hope  that  the  tend- 
ency  of  the  resolutions  may  be  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement which  uubappUy  prevail!);  in  respect 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  but  I  confess,  Mr. 
President,  that,  taken  altogether,  and  in  con- 
nection with  other  circumstances,  apd  espe- 
cially  considering  the  manner  hi  whioii  their 
author  has  pressed  them  on  Uie  Senate,  I  fear 
that  they  will  have  the  opposite  effect;  and 

.  particularly  at  the  Kortii,  that  they  may  in- 
crease and  exasperate,  Instead  of  uminishing 
and  assoa^ng  the  existing  irritation.  And  I 
cannot  but  r^;ard  the  unnecessary  combination 
of  the  subject  of  abolition  with  tiiat  alien  and 
the  most  exciting  of  all  sujUects  at  the  present 
period,  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  same  series  of  resolutions,  as  pe- 
culiarly unfortunate,  I  know  that  Texas  is  not 
specially  mentioned  in  the  last  resolution,  but 
the  country  will  understand  the  intention  and 
allnsion.  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  imme- 
diately after' the  ti^nga  of  the  memorable  bat- 
tle of  San  Jaolnto  rwched  this  dty,  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Oarolina  (Mr.  OALsotrN)  ex- 
pressed in  tiie  Senate  his  opinion  that  the  inde- 
pmdence  of  Texas  ought  immediately  to  be 
inoogoimit  and  his  wish  that,  before  the  ad- 

^jo^mment  of  CongreaS)  it  dionld  be  annexed 


to  the  United  States.  Aresolntionnowliesnpon 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  introduced  bj  the  otber 
Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina,  ^Hr.  TBEeaxar^ 

nroposma  a  contingent  annexation  of  it  to  the 
United  States.  When  these  facts  are  borne  in 
mind,  will  not  all  understand  the  last  resolu- 
tion, althou^  abstract  in  form,  as  intended  to 
commit  the  Senate,  in  advance,  to  the  annexa- 
tion? Our  purpose,  our  anxious  aim,  should 
be  to  compose  the  North,  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  spirit  of  abolition,  and  to  give  strength 
and  confidence  to  the  numerous  friends  of  the 
Union  in  that  quarter.  Is  it  then  wise  and  dis- 
creet to  blend  these  two  unh^py  causes  of  agi- 
tation togethw  t 

The  Boiator  from  Sonth  Oarolina  has  offered 
his  rescdutions,  he  tells  us,  to  revive  and  rally 
the  State  rights  party.  But  I  cannot  think  th^ 
the  slave-holding  States  ought  to  consent  to 
place  their  peculiar  Interests  in  the  ezcIariTe 
safe-keeping  of  any  one  party,  however  correct 
some  of  us  may  believe  its  principles  to  be. 
Parties  rise  up  and  go  down,  but  the  conatita- 
tion  remains  a  perpetual  and  sure  bulwark 
against  all  attacks  upon  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  from  whatever  quarter  they 
may  proceed.  Ko,  sir :  do  not  let  us  put  our 
trust  in  any  party  exclusively ;  let  us  invoke 
the  united  guardianship  of  all — the  Whigs,  the 
Democndao  party,  the  Bepublican  party,  the 
Jaokstm  Van  Buren  party,  the  Federal  party, 
the  Union  ^arty,  the  KnltifienL  and  the  Loco 
Focos — all,  in  preserving  tiie  inTiolabHity  of 
the  constitution,  and  protecting  agtdnst  every 
encroachment  delicate  and  momentous  inter- 
eats,  which  cannot  be  serionsly  touched  with* 
out  endanj^ering  the  stability  m  our  entire  po- 
litical fabric. 

We  want  in  the  slave-holding  States  nothing 
done  here  to  stimulate  our  vi^lance,  or  to  unite 
us  upon  the  subject  of  our  present  deliberations. 
We  may  differ  there  in  the  degree  of  sensibility 
which  we  display ;  but  we  are  all  firmly  and 
unanimously  resolved  to  defend  and  maint^ 
onr  ri^tfl  at  all  hazards;  and  should  the  hour 
of  triu  ever  come,  tSiose  who  appear  now  the 
least  agitated,  will  not  be  behind  those  who  are 
foremost  and  loudest  in  proclaiming  the  exist- 
ence of  danger.  I  have  mquired  of  Northern 
Senators,  charged  witii  the  presentation  of  abo- 
lition petitions,  whether  the  spirit  of  abolition- 
ism was  Bpre^ing ;  and,  if  so,  what  was  the 
cause.  Their  answer  was,  that  it  was  increas- 
ing; and  that  the  cause  was  the  impression 
which  the  Abolitionists  had  been  able  to  make 
on  the  Northern  mind,  that  the  constitutional 
right  of  petition  was  denied  them  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

The  people  may  attempt  to  exercise  fliat 
right  of  petition  in  three  mfi^nt  descriptions 
of  oases:  Ist.  In  instances  where  Congress 
maitifestly  does  not  possess  the  constitutional 
power  to  grant  the  relief  prayed  for.  In  these, 
the  petition  may  be  rejected  instantijr,  vithoat 
re^rraoe  and  without  debate,  and  no  jnst  cause 
of  cmnpMnt  would  exist.  2d.  In  cases  where 
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ihe  constitutional  power,  the  exercise  of  which 
is  invoked,  is  controverted,  doobtfol,  or  oncer- 
taio.  In  these,  a  reference  of  the  petition  may 
he  uecesaarj  to  examine  into  the  existence  of 
the  power,  as  well  as  Into  the  expediency  of 
axerci«i^  it  Of  tlus  coatroTertea  natore  is 
the  iegi^ttve  power  of  Confess  in  this  Dis- 
trict No  one  would  contend  that  a  petition 
to  estaUish  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  shoald 
be  instantly  r^ected,  withoat  debate  and  with- 
out reference,  upon  the  sole  groand  that  a  larj^ 
portion  of  the  Senate  should  think  it  unoonati- 
tntioi^.  And'Sd.  In  cases  where  the  power 
is  incontestably  possessed  by  Congress  to  grant 
the  redress  prayed  for.  In  uie  two  lost  descrip- 
tions of  cases,  I  think  that  Congress  is  bound 
attentivdy  to  receive  the  petitions,  and  re- 
speotfolty  to  diqMMO  of  them. 

It  lias  been  argaed  that,  when  a  petition  is 
once  put  in  the  jpoasesdon  of  the  Senate,  the 
right  of  petitioning  has  been  praoticalI;r 
joyed;  and  that  the  Senate  may  r^eot  it  in- 
atant^,  refer  it,  lay  it  upon  the  table,  or  dis- 
pose of  it  as  may  be  thought  proper.  Undoubt- 
edly this  is  trae ;  but  in  the  great  business  of 
human  life,  public  and  private,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  transacted  is  often  as  important, 
sometimes  more  important,  than  what  is  done 
or  refused.  And  a  wise  Goreroment  shoald 
be  particularly  careful  not  to  wound  or  Inflame 
popular  sensibility  on  Bnljjects  respecting  which 
uxaa  masses  choose  to  exerdse  tiie  consti- 
tutional right  of  petition.  The  contae  which 
the  ScHoate  haa  pursued,  in  regard  to  tiieae  abo- 
lition petitions,  for  abont  two  years  past,  is 
this :  a  Senator  states  from  his  place  that  he 
is  charged  with  the  presentation  of  one  of 
them,  and  moves  that  it  be  received.  Another 
Senator  thereupon  rises,  and  moves  that  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petition  be  I^d  upon  the 
table;  and  the  Senate  accordingly  orders  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petition  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table ;  and  thus  the  petition  is  not  received 
in  a  parliamentary  sense.  The  Senate  does  not 
decide  the  question  of  its  reception. 

This  coarse  I  have  always  thought  nnfortu- 
nate.  It  is  nnsatisfaotory.  The  petitioners  feel 
that  th^  have  been  neglected,  and  ttwy  aU^ 
that  the  rig^t  of  petition  has  been  denlea.  But 
it  has  been  -contended  tiiat  these  petitioners  are 
mad  aad  reckless  fanatics,  and  it  has  been  In- 
dignantiy  asked  whether  they  merit  respectful 
treatment  Mr.  President,  my  observation  and 
ezperioiee  in  life  have  tanght  me,  that  when 
we  are  addressed  or  ass^led,  oar  conduct 
should  not  be  regolated  by  the  harsh,  vitupera- 
tive, or  fanatical  language,  or  the  condition, 
whatever  it  may  be,  of  those  who  approach  us, 
but  b^  the  standard  of  our  own  respectability, 
standing,  and  character  in  life.  And  in  regard 
to  these  petiti(mB,  tiie  question  should  not  be 
so  mnoh  what  do  the  petitioners  deserve,  as 
what  ia  due  from  the  calm,  elevated,  divined, 
angoat  eharaotw  of  tiie  Senate  of  the  United 
States! 

It  appears  to  me,  rir,  that  what  beoomee  ns 


is  to  keep  the  Abolitionists  separate  and  distinct 
from  all  other  classes,  standing  oat  in  bold  and 
prominent  relief  j  and  the  sal^ect  of  abolition 
separate  and  ^stmct  from  the  right  of  petition, 
from  Texas,  and  from  all  other  subjects;  let 
them  stand  alone,  unmixed  with  the  rest  of  the 
community,  withoat  the  general  sympathy,  and 
exposed  to  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  umted 
opmion  of  all  who  desire  the  peace,  the  harmony, 
and  the  uniod  of  this  Confederacy,  I  would 
receive,  respectfhlly  receive,  thefr  petitions, 
refer  tbem,  and  occasionally  present  calm,  dis- 
passionate, and  argumentative  reports  a^nst 
them.  This  is  the  manner  in  which  petitions 
for  abolition  were  received  in  the  first  Con- 
gress, upon  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son; and  that  in  which  they  were  ever  after- 
wards received,  until  the  practice  was  changed 
about  two  years  ago. 

But  it  is  said  that  these  fanatics  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  argument;  and  it  is  trium- 
phantly asked,  "Will  yon  condescend  to  argue 
with  such  delnded.  persons  t  Yesl  I  say,  yes. 
To  preserve  these  admirable  institutionii  of 
ours,  and  this  glorious  Union  from  the  possi- 
bility of  all  danger,  I  would  argue  with  any 
one,  with  lunatics  themselves,  in  their  lucid 
intervals,  and  argue  again  and  again.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  call  alone  the  Abolitionists  to  a 
sense  of  peace  and  duty,  that  tiiese  appeals  to 
the  reason,  the  judgment,  and  the  patriotism 
of  the  country,  sbowl  be  sent  fbrth  from  these 
halls.  They  would  address  themselves,  with 
powerftd  effect,  to  all  that,  vastiy  the  largest, 
portion  of  the  Northon  cconmunity  who  are 
uidi^oted  1^  abolitionism.  When  has  Con- 
gress unsncoessfblly  appealed  to  the  intelli- 
gence^ the  patriotism,  and  the  valor  of  the 
Amencan  people  f  In  sach  a  cause  we  should 
never  tire  nor  despair, 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  apprehension,  not 
the  smallest,  for  the  safety  of  the  Union,  from 
any  state  of  things  which  now  exists.  I  will 
not  answer  for  consequences  which  may  ensue 
from  harsh  and  opprobrions  language,  and  from 
indiscretion  and  rashness  on  the  part  of  indl- 
vidaals  or  of  Congress,  here  or  elsewhere.  We 
allow  ourselves  to  q>eak  too  fr«quentiy,  and 
with  too  mndi  levity,  of  a  separation  of  this 
Union.  It  is  a  terrible  word,  to. which  our 
ears  shoald  not  be  familiarized.  I  desire  to  see 
in  continued  safety  and  prosperity  this  Union, 
and  no  other  Union.  I  go  for  this  Union  as  it 
is,  one  and  indivisible,  without  diminution.  I 
will  neither  voluntarily  leave  it  nor  be  driven 
out  of  it  by  force.  Here,  in  my  place,  I  shall 
contend  for  all  the  rights  of  the  State  which 
has  sent  me  here.  I  shall  contend  for  them 
with  andoubting  confidence,  and  in  all  the  se- 
curity which  the  Union  coiners,  under  all  the 
hifh  sanctions  which  tJie  ffDarantees  of  the  con- 
stitution afford,  and  with  uie  perfect  omviotlon 
that  th«7  are  safer  In  the  Union  than  they 
wonld  m  ont  o£  the  Union.  I  am  opjiOBed  to 
^  separate  confederadea  and  to  all  sectional 
GonvoiticHU.  Ko  state  of  actoal  danger  exists 
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to  render  them  expedient,  or  to  jastify  delibera- 
tloQ  about  tbem.  This  Union^  .this  GoverD- 
ment,  has  done  nothing,  nothing  whatever,  to 
excite  the  smallest  alarm.  It  will  do  nothing ; 
hnt  if  it  Bhould ;  if^  ooi^trary  to  aU  human  prob- 
ability, the  rights  ajii  the  security  of  the  uave- 
holding  States  shall  be  ass^ed  by  any  anthor- 
itative  act  emanating  from  this  ct^ittol,  a  state 
of  things  for  resistance,  fordble  Teaatance,  will 
then  ooour.  It  will  oe  time  enon^  then  to 
act  Nb.man  in  fall  health  will  take  medicine 
becanse  be  may  be  rick,  amputate  a  perfectly 
BOQiid  lirab,  because  it  may  be  fractured  or 
adzed  with  gangrene,  or  perpetrate  soicide  be- 
oanse  death  is^  his  ultimate  oud  inevitable 
doom.  And,  rir,  when  that  fatal  day  shall 
come,  if  it  ever  do  come,  when  the  slave-holding 
States  have  to.  defend,  by  force,  their  rights,  the 
Btato  whose  servant  I  am  wiU  msh  to  battle, 
as  she  ^ways  baa  done,  with  her  accustomed 
ardor,  and  with  gallantry  nnsnrpassed  by  that 
of  any  other  State.  And  those  States  and  their 
citizens  will  be  found  to  sostaiQ  tiiese  rights 
with  moat  rigor  and  snccesa,  who,  unmoved  by 
fiilae  alarms  imaginary  or  aggravated  dangers, 
with  &  firm  and  fixed,  punKiae  of  soul,,  stand 
prepared,  in  every  real  ex^enciy,  to  vindicate 
them  at  every  extxemtty. 

Having,  Mr.  President,  sud  so  much  on  the 
general  subject,  with  the  permission  of  the  Sen- 
ate, I  will  read  certain  resoluUons  which  I  have 
prepared,  embracing  the  whole  ground  oocu- 
pied  by  any  of  the  petitions  in  respect  to  do- 
mestic slavery  in  the  United  States.  They  are 
tiie  following : 

Jtetolvai,  That  the  institntion  of  domestic  slavery, 
as  now  existing  in  maDy  of  the  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy, Butye^  to  the  excluaiTe  power  and.  contrd 
of  those  StiUes  respectively  ;  and  that  no  other' State, 
not  the  people  of  uiy  other  State,  nor  Conp^aa,  pos- 
seSB,  or  can  rig^tMly  exercise,  any  power  or  author- 
ity iHiatever  to  interfere  in  any  manner  therewith. 

Re$clved,  That  if  any  atizcns  of  the  United  States, 
r^ardleea  of  the'  qiirit  of  peace,  harmony,'  and  union, 
which  should  ever  animate  the  various  members  m 
the  Confederacy,  and  their  req>ectiTe  dtizens,  shall 
preBent  to  the  Senate  any  petitions  tondiing  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  in  which  it 
exists,  all  audi  pedtitma  shall  tra  mstantly  r^ected, 
without  debate,  and  without  further  or  other  proceed- 
ings thereon,  as  relating  to  an  object  palpably  be- 
yond the  scope  of  the  constitutional  powar  of  Con- 


That  when  the  District  of  ColumUa  was 
ceded  by  the  Statee  of  Yirpnia  and  Haryfaukd  to  the 
United  States,  domestic  shvery  existed  in  both  of 
titose  States,  including  the  ceded  territory ;  and  that, 
as  it  still  continues  in  l>otfa  of  them,  it  oould  not  t>e 
abolijihcd,  within  the  District,  without  a  violation  of 
that  good  fahh  wl^cb  was  implied  In  the  cesdon,  and 
in  the  acceptance  of  ttie  tenitory,  nor,  unless  com- 
pensation were  made  td  the  proprietors  of  slaves, 
without  a  manifest  infringement  of  an  amendment 
to  tiie  Constitutioo  of  the  Uidted  States,  nor  without 
exciting  a  degree  of  just  alana  and  qiiMhenrion  in 
the  States  recognizing  davery,  fiir  transcending,  in 
ibisddeToiia  tendency,  any  possible  benefit  whidi 
eonld  be  ac»»i4idied     the  aboUtion. 


Retailed,  Hurefare,  That  it  is  the  dellbeiate  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate,  HaaX  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery  ou^t  not  to  be  abolished  within  the  Dbtrict 
of  Columbia ;  and  it  earnestly  hapea  that  all  sincere 
fnendfl  of  the  Vnioi,  and  of  harmony  and  generai 
tranquillity,  will  cease  to  agitate  this  disturbing  qnea- 
tion.  But  the  Senate  feels  itffelf,  at  the  same  time, 
oonstnined,  fnun  a  lu^  sense  of  duty  in  req)ect  to 
the  constitutional  ri^  of  petition,  to  declare  that  it 
hdds  itself  bound  to  receive  and  respectfully  to  treat 
any  petitions,  couched  in  decorous  language,  irtudk 
may  be  preaented  by  dtiaeoa  of  the  United  Stalea, 
toudiiiu;  slavery  within  the  District  of  Gidomma. 

BesUved,  there/on.  That,  upon  the  presMitatitn  of 
any  such  petitions,  they  shall  be  reoaved,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Raclvtd,  That  it  would  l>e  liigfaly  inexpedient  to 
abolish  slavery  in  Florida,  the  omy  Territory  of  the 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exists,  l>ecaBse  of  the 
serious  alarm  and  just  apNehenrions  which  wonld 
be  thereby  exdted  hi  the  States  sostalninx  that  do- 
mestic institution ;  because  the  people  of  uiat  Terri- 
tory have  not  asked  It  to  t>e  done,  and,  when  ad- 
mitted as- a  State  into  the  Union,  will  be  exclusively 
entitied  to  dedde  that  question  for  themselves ;  and, 
also,  because .  it  would  be  in  vioUtion  a  Bolenm 
compromise,  made  at  amemoral>le.and  critical  period 
in  the  Ustcwy.of  this  eoontiy,  iirhicb,  iriiile  ilaveiT 
was  proUUtM  nnth,  it  wse  a^tted  south  of  the 
line  of  thirty-mi  dqpwes  and  thirty  minutes  north 
hititude. 

Eenolved,  That  no  power  Is  delected,  by  the  con- 
stitution, to  Congress,  to  prohibit,  in  or  between  the 
States  tolerating  slaTeiy,  the  sale  and  removal  of 
.sudi  persons  as  are  hdd  in  daveiy  by  the  lavs  of 
thoeeStatesL 

Jleaolvedy  That,  whilst  the  Senate,  wift  pahifal 
r^pnt,  has  seen  the  peraeverance  of  certain  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  the  agitatioa  of  the  abolition 
of  domestio  slavery,  thereby  creating  distrust  and 
discontent  and  dias^isfaction  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  who  should  ever  cherish  .towaida 
each  other  fraternal  sentiments,  it  beholds,  with  the 
deepest  satisfaction,  everywhere  prevailuu  an  uncfn- 
querable  attachm.ent  to  the  Union,  as'  ue  sure  bul- 
mA  (tf  the  safety,  liber^,  and  hajfJuess  of  the  peo- 
ple    the  United  States. 

There  is  nothing  abstract  or  metq>byBkaI  in 
them.  Tbey  relate  to  the  abolitacoi  ttf  slavery 
in  the  Stot^  in  the  District  of  Ccdnmbia,  and 
in  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  tfhe  United 
States  where  it  exists,  and  to  the  sale  and  re- 
moval of  slaves  in  the  States  whose  laws  recog- 
nize the  institntion  of  de.Yerj.  They  do  not 
seek  to  renovate  any  par^,  nor  to  'place  the 
high  interests  to  which  they  relate  in  the  ex- 
clusive custody  of  any  one  party.  Besting 
upon,  and  sustained  by,  the  ctmstitution,  they 
appeal  to  the  sound  discretion,  the  sober  Jnd^ 
ment,  and  the  patriotism  of  all  paridea.  I  mi^ 
not  ask  the  sense  oi  the  Senate  to  be  ezi«K8Bea 
upon  each  of  tbem;  bat  I  ahall  o^  that  rdttb- 
ing  to  the  Distviot  of  Colombia,  and  that  to 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  fifth  resoliition,  submitted  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  I  think  the  chara[e  v^oa 
the  petitioners  of  int^vted^ing  with  abolinon 
in  this  District  is  harsh,  and  that  some  leas 
offaosiTe word  dionld -be used.  TheDistriotof 
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Ooltmibia  \a  the  seat  of  the  oommon  Oovem- 
ment  of  l^e  United  States.  It  was  ceded  for 
that  express  porpose.  Each  State  has  as  mach 
interest  in  it,  and  as  mnch  right  to  petition 
about  my  thkig  within  it,  as  anj  other  State, 
and  no  more.  iTor  can  I  concur  with  the  reso- 
IntioD,  in  deolaring  that  the  abolition  of  slaTery 
kt  ^e  District  of  Colnmbia  wonld  be  a  direet 
and  daneerous  attack  opon  the  institatifm  of 
riavery  lu  tiie  States.  I  am  prepared  to  saj 
tiuKb  it  woidd  ezdte  " h  degree  of  jost  alann  aud 
apprehension  in  the  States  recognuing  slavery  " 
Sir  transcending  in  mischievoas  tencUncy,  any 
possible  benefit  whieh  could  Iw  aooomplished 
the  abditioD,  or  to  use  any  other  equivalent 
language.  In  ooncdnsion,  X  move  the  third 
resolution  of  the  series  whiob  I  have  suggested, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  resolDtion  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  ttom  South  Oarollna. 

Ur.  OALHouir  felt  some  inducement  to  perse- 
Tere  in  the  course  he  had  heretofore  pursued, 
by  nov  seeing  the  conoeaaions  whidi  were  pro- 
po0ed  by  the  resolntiona  joat  read  1^  the  Sen- 
ator from  Eentaid^;  He  nowaawitOMioeded, 
that  vlier«  thA  ol^eet  was  otoarly  mwonatita- 
tioAalf'the-  Senate  iras  not  Ixmnd  to  receive  a 
petiUonV  At  first,  the  1>road  gronnd  waa'taken 
tint  the  right  of  petition  was  so  sacred  that  any 
refusal  to  receive  a  petition,  do  matter  od  whttk 
subject^  «nd  no  matter  how  objectionable  its 
language,  would  be  an  inva^on  of  it.  Now  it 
was  conceded  that  they  were  not  bound  to  re- 
oeive  a  petition  when  the  aobject  of  it  was 
dearly  unconstitutional.  Now,  as  to  the  amend- 
ment offered-  by  the  Senator  from  Eentaoky  to 
the  fifth  resolution.  He  would  state,  in  general 
terms,  what  was  the  great  charaotenstic  differ- 
ence between  them.  -TKe  Senator  went  on  the 
principle  that  ooncesrion  was  the  way  to  meet 
these  Abolidonista.  He,  on  the  other  faimd, 
went  on  the  ground  that  wo  ha^  no  safety  but 
in  standing  fast  on  our  rights.  The  Abolition- 
ists tell  you  that  their  obiect  is  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  Distrifit  of  Columbia  as  but  one  step  tow- 
ards final  abolition  in  the  States.  Wiui  this 
object,  avowed  by  the  Abolitionists,  what  do 
duty  and  poHny  demand  on  our  part  f  We  see 
the  end ;  and  that,  if  it  can  be  effected,  it  would 
Im  onr  destruction.  Shall  we  yield,  or  stand 
fsstt  That  is  the  questioa.  H  we  yield  an 
inch,  we  are  gone.  The  very  gronhd  on  which 
we  are  adted  to  make  the  first  conoesuon  will 
be  urged  on  us  with  eqnal  force  to  make  the 
aeoono^  the  tldrd,  and  every  intermediate  one, 
till  the  last  is  oonsammated.  The  first  is  to 
yield  the  right  of  petition,  and  to  discuss  the 
subject  with  the  Abolitionists,  in  order  to  ap- 
pease them,  and  to  stop  agitation.  This  the 
Senator  from  Eentnoky  (Mr,  Olat)  urges  on 
US,  which  he  tells  lis  would  have  a  h^py  effect 
in  quietiug  the  public  feeling.  Does  be  not  see 
that,  if  we  should  have  the  folly  to  make  tliis 
concession,  ve  will  'be  next  uraed  to  yield  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District  on  the 
very  same  ground!  We  will  l>e  tcdd  that  there 
are  but  two  thouaan4  alavei  in  tbe  District,  and 


if  we  yield  to  so  small  a  request,  all  will  be 
quiet.  If  that  be  conceded,  we  will  be  next 
told,  we  must  yield  to  the  abolition  in  the  Ter-r 
ritories,  and  then  to  the  abolition  of  what  they 
call  the  slave-trade  between  the  States,  and, 
finally,  to  abolitiim  in  the  States.  At  evwy 
step  they  would  become  ctronger,  and  w0 
we«ker,  if  we  should  be  bo  io&tnated  as  to 
make  tiie  first  ooneeaBion;  and  the  Senatrar 
from  Kemtno^,  at  eadi  step,  woqld  no  dpnIA 
be  aUe  to  read  just  such  a  letter  as  he  had  Jnst 
read,  from  some  well-intentioned  but  weak  in- 
divianal  from  the  North,  telling  us,  if  we  would 
only  yield  the  immediate  point  at  issue,  all  will 
be  quiet,  and  that  our  cause  will  be  strength- 
ened. '  No :  there  never  was  a  question  agitated 
where  the  most  unyielding  opposition  was  so 
necessary  for  success.  The  difference  between 
him  and  the  Senator  frtm  Kentnci^y  was  as 
wide  as  the  poles. 

Hr.  Out,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Oaihovn,  ob- 
served, the  Senator  from  Sooth  Oarcdina  aeema 
hii^ib^  delighted  with  having  guned.a  pdnt 
which  he  calls  a  oonceamu  m  my  part:  that 
ifl^  the  immediate  reieotion  of*  ul  petitiona 
touching  abolition  in  we  States.  But  who  ever 
contended  that  Oongrees  was  bound  to  enter- 
tafai  petitions  relating  to  an  olyect  manifisstiy 
beyond  the  scope  of  its  ooustitntional  powers? 
We  have  only  inmsted  npon  its  obli^tion  to 
receive  petitiima  when  Congress  possesses 
power^  or  the  power,  belag  controverted,  is  a 
fit  snb|eot  of  investigation.  Whatever  has  been 
gained  by  the  Senator,  in  respect  to  these,  I 
fear  is  more  than  neutiVi^ed  by  a  loss  to  the 
slave-holdiDg  interest,  arising  from  the  handle 
which  i&medo  of  an  alleged  denial  of  the  ri^t 
<tf  petition.'  .If  our  obj  ect  really  be  to  diminish 
the  number  of  petitioners,  we  should  present 
no  odlnbraal  or  ulse  Issues  to  the  coun^. 

But  the  Senator  expresses  bis  alarm  at  the 
reception  of  petitiomi.  Why,  sir,  what  is  there 
j  nstly  alarming  in  the  mere  fact  of  reouving  ^ 
petition  I  Action,  Ooneressional  action,  alone 
can  justify  alarm.  The  Btiiator  thinks  my  reso- 
lutions maie  a  oonoeMlon.  Of  what?  The 
right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States!  No. 
They  demand  an  instantaneous  r^ection  of  all 
such  petitions,  as  being  palpably  beyond  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  therefore  not  even  de- 
batable. The  right  to  abolish  davery  in  the 
District!  No.  The  strongest  grounds— stronger 
than  the  Senatw's  own  reaolntitm— are  aasnmed 
against  iL  The  right  to  abolish  it  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Ilorida!  No.  All  the  conuderations 
ag^nst  it  are  arrayed  in  forcible  langnage. 
The  right  to  prohibit  the  sale  and  rempval  of 
slaves  from  State  to  State!  No.  The  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  to  do  that  is  de- 
nied. And  it  is  remarkable  that,  while  my 
resolutions  deny  that  power,  his  are  altogether 
silent  about  it 

Concession  I  We  cannot  alter  the  constitu- 
tion. It  is  that  which  guarantees  tiie  right  of 
petition;  aud  the  alleged  con<»3sion  ia  to  be 
found  not  in      leadrotiui,  but  in  th^  qmsd- 
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tntlon.  But  what,  again  I  ask,  is  there  in  the 
fact  of  receiving  a  petition  which  is  to  throw 
ns  into  a  nervous  fit!  Why,  sir,  if  a  man  were 
to  present  me  »  petition  to  g^anfc  him  Ashland, 
(or  Orozlmbol  exchumed  some  Senator^or 
Orozimbo,  add  Mr.  Out.  whose  deadi  I  am 
sorrjr  to  aonoonce  to  the  Senate,  and  be  was  a 
great  loss,  pnblio  and  private,)  I  wonld,  witliont 
uie  least  spprehouion  for  the  loss  of  my  prop- 
erty, pnt  It  in  my  pocket,  or  lay  it  upon  the 
table.  Will  not  the  Senator  comprehend  the 
difference  between  the  act  of  receiving  a  peti- 
tion, and  the  grant  of  the  thing  petitioned  for  ? 

The  Senator  from  Sont^  Carolina  has  ad- 
verted to  the  radical  difference  between  ns  on 
this  sab^eot  I  regret  it,  bat  I  fear  tha£  it  is 
not  cootined  to  this  matter.  For  a  long  period 
<tf  our  service  in  the  pabtio  oouncila,  no  two 
pnblio  men  ever  coinoided  nptm  all  great  meas- 
ures oTpolicy  more  than  the  Senator  and  my- 
BflUL  We  aj^eed  as  to  the  War,  the  Tariff  In- 
ternal Improvements,  a  National  BanlL  etc. 
But  when,  to  my  ntter  astonishment,  I  heard 
Ibe  Senator,  at  Uie  extra  session,  declare  that 
he  had  always  thought  a  national  bank  uncon- 
stitutional, the  last  unk  in  the  chain  of  opinion 
which  connected  ns  was  broken  and  destroyed. 

The  honorable  Senator  is  not  more  firmly  re- 
solved than  I  am  to  sustain  the  just  rights  of 
the  slave-boldiDg  States.  We  differ  as  to  the 
means.  He  goes  for  strong  language,  menacing 
tones,  and  irritating  measures ;  I  for  temperate, 
bnt  firm,  langaage,  conciliation,  and  for  obey- 
ing the  iniunotion  of  the  oonstitiiticHi,  in  respect 
to  the  right  of  netitionf  which  is  never  imprw- 
erly  denied  without  wounding  pt^nilar  aenanl' 
ify.  He,  doubtless,  does  not  derire  to  affect 
the  stability  of  the  Union ;  but  I  cannot  but 
fear  that  his  whole  course  on  this  subject  has 
that  tendency.  I  think  that  all  onr  proceed- 
ings here  should  bo  regulated  by  the  fact  that 
the  States  are  all  parts  of  one  great  confederacy, 
and  should  seek  to  increase  the  harmony  and 
strengthen  the  union  between  them.  '  We 
should  never  act  as  if  we  were  a  divided  peo- 
ple, or  could  possibly  become  so.  We  are  too 
much  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  divorces,  sep- 
aration, disunion.  In  private  life,  if  a  wife 
pontB,  and  frets,  and  scolds,  what  wonld  be 
tlunifpit  of  the  good  sense  or  discretion  of  the 
hnsband,  who  ahonld  threaten  her  with  separar 
tion,  divoroe,  disnnion?  who  slionld  use  these 
terrible  words  upon  every  petty  disagieemMit 
in  domestic  life  f  No  man,  .who  has  a  heart  or 
right  flings,  would  employ  such  idle  menaces. 
He  would  approach  the  lady  with  kind  and 
oonoiliatoty  laQgnage,  and  apply  those  natural 
and  more  agreeable  remedies,  which  never  foil 
to  restore  domestic  harmony,  [A  general  burst 
of  laughter,  which  continued  for  some  time.] 

ICr.  Oalhoun  replied,  that  if  he  had  really 
been  inconsistent,  as  the  Senator  supposes,  in 
reference  to  the  bank,  he  might  find  a  justifica- 
tion In  the  example  of  the  Senator  himselC 
The  only  difference  between  them  would  he 
that  the  Senator  had  ohai^^  from  an  antir 


bank  to  a  bank  man,  and  he  from  a  baqk  to  an 
anti-bank  man. 

The  sul»ect  of  the  bank,  and  the  conmstou^ 
of  himself  and  the  Senator,  had  been,  gratm- 
tonsl^  introduced,  and  did  not  belong  to  the 
question  under  consideration ;  but  aa  uie  Sen- 
ator had  thought  proper  to  make  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  he  fdt  called  on  to  repel  it.  He, 
then,  had  never  been,  In  any  proper  smse  <3i  the 
term,  a  bank  mui,  as  he  haa  been  opposed  to 
the  system  ever  nnee  he  had  formed  a  delib- 
erate and  mature  opinion  in  relation  to  it.  It 
is  true,  he  supported  the  chartering  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1816,  bnt  it  ie  no 
less  true  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  ayetem  at 
tiiat  time,  and  so  expressed  himself  in  his  open- 
ing q>eech  on  the  quesfjon.  In  supporting  the 
bulk  then,  he  yielded  to  what  he  believed  to 
be  the  necessity  the  case,  growing  out  ct  the 
omnectton  between  the  Govmunent  and  tiie 
bank^-a  connection  which  ori^nated  befiwe 
his  time,  and  was  beyond  his  control.  He  then 
sfud  tb^  so  long  as  that  connection  existed — 
BO  long  as  the  Govemmwt  received  and  treated 
bank  notes  aa  gold  and  silver — it  was  bound  to 
regulate  the  banks,  and  that  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  the  only  effident  and  1^^> 
mate  means  of  effiwting  it;  and  such  is  stillhiB 
opinion, 

I^  then;  his  course  in  1816  and  now,.was  dif- 
ferent in  relation  to  the  bank,  it  must  be  traced 
to  a  change  of  circumstances,  and  not  to  a 
change  of  opinion.  At  the  former  period,  the 
connection  between  the  Qovwnment  and  the 
banks  existed  with  no  prospect  of  its  termina- 
tion, or  the  possibility  of  resdnding  it ;  bu^ 
now,  fortnuotely,  it  has  oeased  by  operation  of 
law ;  and  he,  for  the  first  time  since  he  had 
been  in  pnbUc  life,  was  free  to  take  a  porition  in 
reference  to  the  bank  in  coofbrmit^  to  his  prin- 
ciples. Fonr  years  ago,  on  questions  growing 
out  of  the  rooaoval  of  the  deposits,  he  explicitly 
avowed  his  opinion,  in  the  strongeist  terms, 
against  the  system.  If  this  was  the  only  charge 
^  inconsistency  that  conid  be  brought  against 
him  in  a  long  political  life,  he  had  reason  oer- 
tiUnly  to  congratulate  himwlf  as  not  being  in- 
consistent, and  he  certainly  had  as  much  right 
to  accuse  the  Senator  of  separating  from  lum, 
as  he  had  to  make  the  ohai^  against  him. 

But  the  Senator  ia  not  ocmtent  with  makiiig 
the  charge  of  incmtistoicy.  He  makes  the 
grave  accusation  against  him  of  alluding  to  the 
posuble  dissolution  of  the  Uidon;  but  fortu- 
nately for  hinL  there  was  but  a  slight  difference 
between  the  Senator  and  himself  in  reference 
to  this  accusation.  We  both  speak  of  the  pos- 
sible dissolution  of  the  Union:  the  Senator 
when  the  bank  is  the  subject  of  disonssian,  and 
he  when  abolition.  That  ia  all ;  and  he  might 
with  as  much  justice  chai^  the  Senator  with 
hostility  to  the  Union,  as  he  had  him. 

But  the  Senator  tells  m  that  we  set  out  in 
public  li£9  together;  that  we  travelled  a  long 
time  the  same  road,  but  have  aeparated.  He 
beUeved  it  waa  tme,  that  we  both  aet  ont  on 
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tbe  same  prindplos,  and  in  tbo  eame  ^iirtj.  We 
boQi  proressed  tA  the  start  the  doctrines  of  '98, 
find  beloDged  to  the  Bepnhlican  party ;  and  it 
is  true  th^  we  are  now  separated.  He  left  it 
to  the  world  to  Judge  whioh  bad  departed  from 
the  original 

Mr.  Olat.  The  Senator  himself  was  the  first 
to  speak  of  a  radical  cUfference  between  him 
and  me  on  all  sal^jecta.  We  set  oat  in  life  to- 
gether; bnt  in  his  opinion  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  cut  asander  the  last  ohtun  be- 
tween OS.  We  were  together  in  *98,  and  sioce 
then  we  have  token  long  voy ages ;  Init  whither 
dkt  tt»  priiuaples  of  ^98  oar^  himV  into  what 

rirtf  Th^  carried  me  Into  the  port  in  wluch 
alwafs  attehoE^-4hA  port  of  the  ITnitm-^he 
whole  Untmi—witiioiit  &e  aqtaration  frtnn  it 
of  any  member. 

The  Senator  chose  to  repeat  what  is  no  nov- 
eltj,  bat  has  been  often  suggested  on  this  floor, 
that  I  have  changed  my  ^udm  as  to.a  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

gfr.  OiXHomr.  I  accused  him  of  no  change,] 
at  I  hare  choDged,  resamed  Mr.  Out  ;  and 
I  have  changed  with  the  ooontry.  I  opposed 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  want 
of  constitotional  power,  and  on  other  grounds. 
Bat  the  war  came^  then  a  saapeaaxm  of  qtecie 
payments,  and  a  derangemoit  of  the  oorrenoy ; 
VM  the  whole  conntry  cried  oat  tor  a  Bank  of 
tiie  United  States.  If  the  coon  try  had  been 
adrerae  to  a  bank  in  1816,  it  coald  not  have 
bem  establiriied.  If  I  am  tannted  with  such 
a  ehanga,  I  thank  God  it  is  the  only  point  of 
national  policy  which.  In  the  whole  of  my  pnb- 
lio  life,  I  have  changed. 

In  1815-'16  the  constatotional  power  to  estab- 
lish a  bank  was  admitted.  We  were  then  in 
habits  of  the  greatest  intimacy.  I  was  then 
Speaker  of  the  Hoase,  and  he  at  the  head  of 
the  committee  oat  ix  which  the  bonk  grew. 
Never  then  did  I  hear  from  him  a  sentSnent 
adverse  to  the  power  of  the  Goverament  to 
estabUah  a  bank;  and  w&en.  afterwards,  In 
company  with  a  gentleman  from  Yi^nia,  I 
heara  it  for  the  first  time,  mntoal  sorpnse  was 
e:rores3ed  and  felt. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  replied,  that  the  Senator  draws 
a  feeble  conclosion,  if  he  intoids  to  ImpcAch  ^e 
correctness  of  his  memory  in  reference  to  his 
course  in  1816.  It  would  indeed  be  sorprising 
i^  after  more  t^an  twenty  years,  the  Senator 
siioald  recollect  the  position  whic^  he  assomed 
in  disoQssioo  at  that  time  in  reference  to  the 
banking  system,  while  it  is  not  at  all  snrprising 
that  he  should  forget  it,  even  if  it  attracted  his 
attention  at  the  time.  Foor  years  siDoe,  on  an 
occadon  not  less  memoralde,  he  made  the 
strongest  declaration  against  the  system  which 
stands  on  record,  and  yet  the  B«iator  does  not 
recollect  it;  and  with  what  propriety,  then, 
can  the  Senator  venture  to  appeu  to  we  ab- 
sence of  lus  recollection  on  the  same  subgeot 
twenty-two  years  dn6e,  with  the  view  of  im- 
peaching the  correctness  of  his  memory  I 
Mr.  Out  sud  he  would  not  otrntrovort  the 
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auetAaa  at  fiie  gentleman,  bat  he  hod  not 
heard  him.' 

Wkdhtoat,  Janaary  10. 
Mr.  Cktlheun^i  JBeaoUtHoni. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
fiith  of  these  reeolations,  together  with  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  Mr.  Out. 

Mr.  Oalhovh  said  that  he  had  examined  the 
amendment  <^  the  Senator  from  Emtaoky,  (Ur. 
Out,)  which  had  been  offered  as  a  sabstitnte 
tor  the  fifth  residntion,  and  that  it  was  Impos- 
dble  for  him  to  Mng  his  mind  to  dve  It  his 
sopport,  or  to  vote  for  it  If  it  should  be  adopted 
in  any  thing  like  its  present  shape. 

It,  in  the  first  place,  entirely  abandoned  the 
Territories  to  the  Abolitionists.  His  fifth  reso- ' 
lotion  covered  both  this  District  and  the  Terri- 
tories, bat  the  amendment  wholly  omitted  the 
latter,  and  left  them  defenceless  to  ^e  invasion 
of  the  foe. 

He  next  objected,  that  it  conceded,  by  almost 
necessary  implication,  the  right  of  Congress  to 
appro]}riate  the  public  Ainds  to  purchase  and 
emancipate  daves;  a  oonoession  among  the 
moat  dangerous  and  noeonslitational  that  ooold 
be  made.  If  onoe  admitted,  it  wonid  be  very 
easy  to  complete  the  end  the  Abiditindsta  have 
in  view,  and  that  wholly  at  oar  expense.  If 
we  yield  that  point,  the  work  will  socm  be  eon- 
sommated. 

His  next  objection  was,  that  it  impliedly  ad- 
mitted it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  receive 
and  discuss  petitions  to  abolish  slavery  in  tbo 
District:  in  nis  opinion  a  most  unfounded  and 
dangeroQS  assomption ;  but  he  had  so  fhlly  ex-* 
pressed  his  opinion  on  that  point,  on  former 
occasions,  that  he  would  not  now  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  repeating  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion. 

He  finally  objected,  that  the  tone  of  the 
ammdmoiL  and  of  the  ronarka  with  whldi  it 
was  nshered  in,  was  altogether  too  low  for  the 
subject  and  the  occasion.  He  was  adverse  to 
all  violence  of  language,  in  the  expression  of 
l^slative  opinions ;  but  when  the  sul^ect  was 
one  of  such  unprovoked  outrage  on  one-half  of 
the  States  of  uie  Union,  and  so  pregnant  with 
disastrous  conseqaences  to  all,  ne  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  impression  of  propriety  to 
speak  in  the  low  and  subdued  tone  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Clat  said:  As  to  tiie  amendment  not 
providing  protection  for  the  Territories  in  Ha 
series  of  remlations  which  he  had  offered  yea- 
terd^  there  was  one  that  expressly  provided 
for  Ilorida,  tiie  only  Territory  concerned, 
placed  on  tb»  strongest  grounds. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  Qovemment  to  pur- 
chase the  slaves  in  the  District,  the  amendment 
reoognized  no  such  thing.  It  simply  says  yoa 
cannot  emancipate  them  without  compensation. 
Bnt  whether  yon  can  do  it  at-all  or  not,  it  does 
not  assert. 
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Ky  idea  in  framiag  that  resolntioa  was  to 
throw  aronad  the  District  of  Oolnmhia  eveiy 
secDzity,  in  three  distinct  propoatjona.  One 
was  the  plighted  fidUi  of  this  Government  in 
the  trail 9aobon  by  which  the  IMstriot  was  ac- 
qmred.  The  next  was,  that  you  have  no  rijdit 
to  abolish  alavery  here  withont  indemnity,  "nie 
third  was,  that  yon  cannot  do  it  wit&ont  excit- 
ing a  degree  of  alarm  in  the  Southern  States  of 
this  Union — without  traosoeudiug  all  the  bene- 
fits of  any  reenlts. 

The  Senator's  third  objection  is  to  the  right 
of  petiUon  involved  in.the  amendment.  I  warn 
the  Senate  ,that  there  can  be  no  continuance  of 
the  inVanon  of  the  right  to  petitioa.  Kr.  0. 
^enUoned  a  State  Legislature  that  had  now 
under  conuderatlon  this  subject  of  the  invasion 
of  the  right  of  petition ;  and  ih>m  Kentucky,  a 
•  slave  couutry,  be  had  this  morning  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  most  intelli^t  men,  in 
which  he  says  yon  cannot  maintain  your 
grooud ;  beware  how  you  attempt  it  This  is 
a  point  on  which  I  know  I  ^er  from  the  Sen- 
ator, and  I  shoold  r^ard  nothing  more  ,  fatal 
than  a  delibu^te  determination  of  this  body  to 
invade  the  right  of  petiticai.  Does  not  every 
State  chum  in  the  District  equal  rights !  There 
is  but  one  measure  more  fatal  than  the  iqvadou 
of  the  right  of  petiUoOt  and  that  is  to  adopt,  the 
concluding  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from  ponth 
Oarolioa. 

The  iast  objection  was  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment  was  snSdaed :  but  with  what  pro- 
priety is  this-chai^t  It  ia  in  language  as 
BiTong  as  ever  was  osed.  Ton  cannot  qbolish 
daveiy  without  a  breach  of  the  pabUc  £uth, 
Oan  any  thiiu  be  stronger  ?  It  equals  the  con- 
stltntion  itselE 

Ur.  BuoHANAir  inquired  if  he  was  to, under- 
stand the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  having 
modified  his  resolation. 

Mr.  OuLT  said  he  would  readily  do  so,  and 
accordingly  struck  out  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion relating  to  compensation  to  the  owners  of 
slaves. 

Ur,  0,  sfdd  that  there  was  one  pb^rvation 
pecolierly  f^^licable  to  the  resolntion  nn- 
aer  consideration.  He  believed  that  we  had 
bat  one  Territwy,  that  of  Florida ;  and  how 
oonld  we  assert  titat  the  abolition  of  .davery  in 
th^  I^Uript  of  OotnmUa,  and  the  Territmiesirf 
t^e  United  States  would  be  a  of  fUth, 

impUed  in  the  oession  of  the  Dis^iot^  rince 
Florida  was  aoqnired  twenty  years  sfter  the 
ees^on. 

Mr.  Fbjeston,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  append  the 
words  "violation  of  the  public  faith^  implied 
in  the  cession  of  the  District  of  Colombia,"  at 
the  end  of  the  resolution. 

The  questioD  was  taken  oa  Mr.  Out*s 
amendment  or  sabstitate,  and  it  was  adopted, 
as  follows : 

Tus. — TAem.  Bayird,  Brown,  BadMnsn,  Clay 
ti  Alabama,  (My  of  KoaUicky,  GlsTton,  Crittendoi, 
Cnthbert,  lUkon,  Kin^  mies.  Fraiton,  Bives.  Bob* 


inson,  Stnoge,  TiUmsdge,  Tipton,  White,  and  WB- 
lisma— 19. 

Nats.— Vessrs.  JDlen,  Beatao,  Bladt  Calbotin, 
Gnmdy,  Habbird,  Lam}Ain,  Lytoi,  NitnioliB^  Nor- 
vell,  Fierce,  Rome,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Oonneeticnt, 
Bndth  of  Indians,  walker,  Wri^  and  Tang— 18. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended, 
Mr.  BvoBAHAS  inquired  if  tiie  qaeation  was 

divisible. 

The  YiOB  Pbxsidkkt  replied  that,  acocvding 
to  Pariiamentary  rules,  the  question  at  its  pre»* 
ent  stage  was  not  divisible. 

Mr.  !|tbahqk  said :  The  present  diacassim 
had,  he  believed,  done  mischief;  and  the  most 
likely  method  of  counteracting  that  mischief 
was  by  making,  in  the  resnlt,  a  strong  expres- 
sion of  opinion  with  much  unanimity.  ,Th« 
f^prehennon  that  many  of  our  friends  Would 
not  go  with  us  upon  the  fifth  rescdntiMi  in  its 
ori^mil  terms,,  had  Induced  him  to  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr<  Cut,)  as  modified  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  IN'ilib.)  For  him- 
self^ he  greatly  preferred  the  original  resolution, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  fo^  its  condensation  of 
substance  and  tersene^,  of  style.  The  advan- 
tage of  a  resolution  so  constructed  had  been 
fuDy  and  htuppily  exprened  by  the  Senator 
frvm  Ohio,  {MT.  Aluh;)  but,  fearing  they 
could  not  ma^e  so  imponng  a  enow  upon  it  as 
upon  the  substitute,  he  had  voted  for  it.  He 
had,  in  fact,  feared  an  actual  defeat.  But  the 
result  of  the  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  being  19  to  18,  had  satined  him 
that,  in  point  of  numbers,  tiiey  could  do  qmte 
or  nearly  aa  well  upon  the  original  xestdotioo, 
and,  in  point  of  expres»on  much  better ;  apd  he 
^erefiore  ipoved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
for  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

The  question  on  Ur.  Sibakgb's  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  on  adopting  Mr.  Cut's  sub- 
stitute being  taken,  it  was  carried.  Bo  Kr. 
Cla.t'b  resolution  then  came  up  aa  an  original 
question. 

Mr.  BnoHAKiK  stud  that  the  first  part  of  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proixwed  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  aa  modified  by  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Kilis,)  in  rsr 
gard  to>  slavery  ia,  the  District  of  Oolnmlna,  met 
his  decoded  approb^on.  It  placed  tiie  qqatioa 
upon  its  true  princ^les.  We  wiU  not  abdi  A 
stavery  in  tiiis  Distiict,  because  It  was  orig- 
inally a  aUve-holding  territory,  and  the  sor- 
rounding  States  by  which  It  was  ceded  are 
still  slave-holding  States ;  and  because  it  wonld 
establish  in  the  midst  of  them  a  place  of  refuge 
for  their  furtive  slaves ;  it  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  and  security  of  their  citizens, 
and  would  erect  a  citadel  from  whence  to  scat- 
ter the  seeds  of  servile  insurrection  throughout 
their  borders.  Kow  he  wished  a  distinct  vote 
to  be  tal^en  upon  that  pculiou  of  the  amoid- 
ment  whi<^  reused  exera^ve^  to  the  District 
of  Colombia,  and  he  supposed  thia  could  onb' 
be  obtained  bj  fbiking  cat  all  that  portion  of 
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tiie  amendnunt  which  related  to  Florida  and 
the  Indian  oonntrT*.  In  making  this  motion, 
he  desired  to  he  ^stinctlj  understood.  He  did 
not*  wif^  to  prevent  a  direct  vote  on  this  second 
portion  of  the  resolution.  It  coold  be  offered 
aftOTwardi  as  a  substantiTe  resolution.  All  he 
desired  was  to  detach  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  which  related  to  this  District  from 
what  foUow&d.j  'aud  thus  obtain  the  strongest 
possiUe  vote  in  its  &vor.  Mr.  B.  condnded  bj 
moving  to  strike  the  second  part  of  the 
resolution.  - 

ICr.  Sbvibb  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
resolution  of  &e  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
remtted  tlyit  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  not  consented  to  receive  it  As  for  the 
aeeondpart  of  the  resolution  <d  the  Boiator 
from  Eeotnoky,  he  waa  in  ftvor  of  i^  and 
should  therefore  vote  against  the  motion  « the 
Senator  from- Pennsylvania. 

Kx.  Bdohutah^  motitm  was  carried— ayes 
S4.  noes  18. 

Mr.  Kisa,  o(  Alabainat  to  prevoit  anj.difiS- 
oulty,  asked  the  Senator  from'  Pennsylvania  if 
he  would  agree,  in  case  his  motion  ^ould  pra- 
Tul,  to  offer  the  second  part  of  the  resolution 
as  a  distinct  resolution. 

Ifr.  BnoHASAiT  replied,  eertainly»  He  coijld 
have  so  obleotiw  to^bm  U.in  tlw  ssme  situa-. 
tion  in  which  he  had  found  it ;  without,  how- 
ever, thereby  {deds^  himself  to  support  all 
the  prin<uples  widen  It  contained. 

Mr.  ^BBCTKB  said  he  coold  not  codcqt  in  this 
resolution.  I  do  not'  know  (said  he)  any  mat- 
ter (^faot,  or  any  ground  of  a^ment,  on  which 
this  affirmation  of  plighted  faith  can  be  snstun- 
ed.  I  see  nothing  by  which  Ocwress  has  tied 
up  its  hands,  either  du'ectiy  or  indirectly,  so  as 
to  put  its  clear  constitutional  power  beyond  the 
exercise  of  its  own  discretion.  I  have  care- 
fblly  examined  the  acts  of  cession  by  the  States^ 
the  act  ofOongress,  the  proceedings  and  history 
(tf  tiie  timesi  and  I  find  notiiing  to  lead  me  to 
doabt  that  it  ^as  the  intention  of  aH  parties  to 
leave  -  this^  like  other  snbjeots  bftlonj^  to  the 
legislation  for  the  oeded  territory,,  entirely  to 
the  discretion  and  wisdom  of  Congress.  The 
words  of  the  ctmstitotion  are  clear  and  plain. 
Kone  could  he  clearer  or  pluaer.  Congress, 
by  that  iDstniment,  has  power  to  exercise-  ex- 
oIusiTe  jarisdiction  over  the  ceded  territoiy,  in 
all  cases  whatsoever.  The  acts  of  cession  con- 
tain no  limitation,  condrticn,  or  qualification 
whatever,  except  that,  out  of  abundant  cantion, 
there  is  inserted  a  protito  that  nothing  in  tiie 
acts  contained  shoaLd  be  construed  to  vest  in 
the  United  States  any  right  of  property  i^-  the 
soil  so  as  to  affect  the  ri^ts  of  inmvidnals 
ther^  otherwise  than  as  snoh  individoals 
might  tiiemselves  transfer  their  right  of  soU  to 
the  United  States.  The.aots  of  oesdon  declare 
that  the  tract  of  country  "  is  forever  oeded  and 
relinquished  to  OoE^ress  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;  in  fall  and  absolute 
right  and  exdosive  jorisdiotioc,  as  wdi  s(dl 
jMof  penras  rending  or  to  101^  therdn,  pur- 


suant to  the  tenor  and  eSbot  of  the  8th  secti<m 
of  the  1st  artide  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States." 

Now.  that  section  to  which  reference  is  thus 
expressU'  made  in  these  deeds  of  cession,  de- 
diures  that  Congress  shall  have  power  "  to  ex- 
ercise exc^iEuve  legislation,  in  alt  cases  whatso- 
ever, ovOT  snch  District,  not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square,  as  may,  by  cession  of  particdar 
States  and  wa,  acceptance  of  Congress^  become 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States." 

Nothing,  therefore,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  be 
dearer  tlun  that  the  States  making  the  cesdon 
expected  Congress  to  exercise  over  the  District 
predsdy  that  power,  and  ndther  more  nor  les^ 
which  the  oonstitntion  had  conferred  upon  it. 
I  do  not  know  ^pw  the  provision,  or  the  inten- 
tion, either  of  th^  pon^tntion  in  granting  the 
power,  or  of  the  States  in  making  the  cwdon, 
oonld  be  e^ressed  in  a  manner  more  ahsolutdy 
free  from  all  doubt  or  ambiguity. 

If  the  assertion  oontuned  in  this  resolution 
be  true,  a  very  strange  result,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
must  fbUow.  The  resolnticm  affirms  that  the 
futh  of  Congreas  is  pledged  indefinitdy.  It 
makes  no  limitation  of  time  or ,  circumstance. 
If  this  be  so,  then  it  is  an  obligation  'that  binds 
forever,  as  much  as  if  it  were  one  of  .the  prohi- 
bitions of  the  coDstitntion  Itsdl  ikJoA.  at  dl 
times  hereafter,  even  when  ia  iba  oonrse  of 
their  histwy,  availing  themselves  of  evoits,  or 
dianging  their  viewa  of  polity,  the  States  them- 
selres  would  make  providons  for  the  emand- 
pation  of  tiieir  daves,  in  this  District,  neverthe- 
less, the  existing  state  of  things  could  not  he 
changed. 

Hr.  BnoHiNAET  sdd,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
Senator  itrom  Hassachusetts  (Mr.  Wkbstes)  had 
not  placed  the  question  upon  its  triie  grounds. 
He  would  ask,  did  any  human  being  snppose 
that  the  States  of  Yir^nia  and  Maiyluid  would 
have  ever  thought  of  ceding  this  Distt^i^t  to  the 
United  States,  if  they  had  ima^^ed  that  Coi- 
nresB  would  otmvert  those  ten  nules  square^  in 
uie  veiy  heart  of  tiidr  territory,  into  an  asylum 
for  their  fbgitive  daves,  and  a  spot  from  whence 
the  peace  and  safety  of  both  were  to  ,be  con- 
stanuy  endangered  ?  It  is  true  tbat.no  exprm 
faith  was  pledged  in  the  cessiouj  because  no 
sudi  apprehendon  was  then  eatertained.-  If 
there  had  been,  does  any  man  doubt  that  they 
would  have  inmsted  upon  an  express  stipulation 
against  such  an  damung  4anger'1  If  (sdd  Mr. 
B.)  I  fredy  grant  to  you  a  valuable  pcrasession, 
codd  yon,  as  an  honorable'  and  honest  man, 
think  yon  had  a  right  to  wrest  this  |;rant  from 
its  carighid  purpose,  aiiA.  convert  it  into  an  in- 
strument of  my  destruction  1  If  you  know  that 
the  fift  never  would  have  been  made  by  mc^ 
had  I  snppMed  yon  were  capable  of  using  it  in 
snch  ft  manner,  yon  are  under  the  strongest 
mord  oblu^(m  not  to  pervert  it  to  such  a 
purpose.  It  is  true  ^ou  may  have  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  abolish  davery  in  this  District; 
but  woidd  it  not  be  a  violation  of  implied  fhith^ 
under  dl  the '  drcnmstances,  to  e^^rdse  thif 
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power  I  X  think  it  would,  I  feel  that  it  would, 
and  therefore  shall  vote  that  it  would. 

Agun,  said  Mr.  B.,  no  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  lai^age  of  the  resolntioa,  that  its 
friends  intend  that  slavery  sball  exist  in  the 
District,  after  it  has  been  abolished  in  the  snr- 
roonding  States.  In  thus  sappounglthe  Sen- 
ator has  misapurehfflided  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
IntloD.  Aboum  slavery  in  Yir^nia  and  Mary- 
land, (sud  Mr.  B.,)  and  it  will  no  longer,  it  can 
no  longer,  exist  in  this  District  The  people  of 
tiieae  States  had  been  making  rapid  stndes  tow- 
ards the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  until 
tibiey  were  arrested  in  their  career  by  the  aboli- 
tion excitement,  and  the  proceedhigs  of  the 
abolition  societies.  This  resolution  presented 
the  very  point  of  the  question,  on  which  he  was 
willing  to  stand  or  to  fall.  It  contemplated  the 
existence  of  slavery  he^e,  so  long  as  it  shoidd 
oontlnne  to  exist  in  the  snrroundicg  States; 
bat  not  a  day  longer.  It  oont^ed'  the  very 
principle  for  which  he  had  always  contended, 
that  davwy  Jure  and  slavery  th&n  must  share 
the  same 

Hi.  WmsntB.  Hie  words  of  the  resolution 
will  speak  fbr  themselves.  .  Iliey  require  no 
oommraiL  They  express  an  unlimited  plighted 
fiEdtiL  The  honorable  member  will  so  see,  if  he 
will  look  at  those  words.  The  gjentleman  asks 
whether  those  who  made  the  cession  conid  have 
expected  that  Congress  would  ever  have  exer- 
dsed  such  a  power  f  To  this  I  answer,  that  I 
see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  parties  to  the 
cession  were  as  willing  to  leave  this  as  to  leave 
ot^er  powers  to  the  discretion  of  Congress.  I 
see  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  especial 
fear,  pr  any  especial  care^  or  concern,  on  the 
part  of  the  ceding  States,  in  ngard  to  this  par- 
ticular part  of  the  jurisdiction  ceded  to  Con* 
ness.  And,  I  think,  I  can  ask  on  the  other 
nddj  a  very  important  qnestion  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  gentleman  himself,  and  for  that 
of  the  Senate  and  tbe  country;  and  that  is, 
would  Congress  have  accepted  the  cession  with 
any  such  restraint  upon  its  constitutional 
power,  either  express  or  nnderstood  to  be  im- 
plied ?  I  think  not,  XiOoking  back  to  the  state 
of  things  then  existing,  and  espedally  to  what 
Congress  had  done  so  recentiy  oefore,  when  it 
accepted  the  cession  of  the  Korth-westem  Ter- 
ritory, I  entertun  no  donbt  whatever  that  Con- 
gress would  have  refused  the  cession  if  offered 
with  any  condition  or  understanding  tliat  its 
eonstitntional  anthority  to  exercise  ndustve 
l^^ation  over  the  District  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever should  be  abridged. 

I  have  eud  nothing  on  the  expediency  of 
abolition,  immediate  or  gradual,  or  the  reasons 
which  ought  to  weigh  with  Congress  ^ould 
that  question  be  proposed.  I  can  well  con- 
ceive, I  think,  what  would  be  a  natural  and 
fbir  mode  of  reasoning  on  saoh  an  occasion. 

When  it  is  said,  for  instance,  by  way  of  ergn- 
ment,  that  Congress,  although  it  have  the 
power,  ought  not  to  take  a  lead  in  tiie  buidness 
of  alwlitlon,  considering  that  the  intereet  whioh 


the  United  States  have  in  the  whole  snbject  is 
vastly  less  than  that  which  the  States  have  in 
it  I  can  understand  the  propriety  and  force 
of  the  observation.  It  is,  as  &r  as  it  goes,  a 
pertinent  and  appropriate  ai^onient  and  I  shall 
always  be  ready  to  give  it  tne  ftill  weight  be- 
longing to  it  When  it  is  argued  that,  in  a  ease 
so  vitu  to  the  States^  the  States  themselves 
should  be,  allowed  to  maintain  their  own  policy, 
and  that  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States 
on^ht  not  to  do  any  thing  vfhioh  riialL  directly 
or  indirectiy,  shake  or  ^sturb  that  policy,  tiiis 
is  a  line  of  policy  which  I  can  nnderstand ;  for 
I  have  always  not  only  admitted,  but  inristed, 
that  slavery,  within  the  States,  is  i^snbject  be- 
longing absolutely  and  exclusively  to  the  States 
themselves. 

But  the  present  is  not  an  attempt  to  exhibit 
any  such  course  of  reasoning  as  this.  The  at- 
tempt is  to  set  op  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith 
to  do  the  same  office,  as  a  constitutional  prohi- 
bition, in  terms,  would  do ;  that  is,  to  set  np  a 
direct  bar,  prednding  all  exercise  of  tihe  discre- 
tion of  Congress  ovw  the  snUeot  It  has  been 
often  said  in  this  debate,  and  I  believe  it  is  tme, 
that  a  decided  mt^ority  of  the  Senate  do  believe 
that  Congress  has  a  dear  constitutional  power 
over  slavery  in  this  District  But  while  this 
constitutional  right  is  admitted,  it  is  at  the 
same  moment  attempted  to  be  effectually  coun- 
teracted, overthrown,  and  done  away  wItJi  by 
the  afGrmation  of  plighted  fdth,  as  asserted  In 
the  resolution  before  us. 

Kow,  I  have  already  s^d  I  know  nothing  to 
support  this  affirmation.  Neither  in  the  acts 
of  oessiod,  nor  In  the  act  of  Congress  aco^ting 
the  District,  nor  in  any  other  document,  history, 
pnblication,  or  transaction,  do  I  know  a  single 
or  su^esUon,  supporting  this  proposition, 
or  tending  to  support  it.  Nor  has  any  gentle- 
man, so  far  as  I  know,  pointed  out,  or  at*empt- 
ed  to  point  out,  any  such  fact,  document,  trans- 
action, or  other  evidence.  All  is  left  to  the 
general  and  repeated  statement  ^nch  a 
oonditiott  mnst  have  been  intended  by  the 
States.  Of  all  this  I  see  no  proof  whatever.  I 
see  no  evidence  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
States  thus  to  limit  tiie  power  of  Congress,  or 
thus  to  require  a  pledge  against  its  exercise. 

I  am  altogether  unable  to  see  any  ground  for 
si^posing  that  either  party  to  the  cession  had 
any  mental  reservation,  any  unexpressed  ex- 
pectatidn,  or  rdied  on  any  implied,  Dot  unmen- 
tioned  and  unsDKested  pledge,  whatever.  By 
the  constitution,  if  a  distaiot  should  be  ceded  to 
it  fur  the  seat  of  Government,  Coligress  was  to 
have  a  right,  ib  express  terms,  to  exerdse  ex- 
clusive lej^slBtion,  in  fJl  cases  whatsoever.  The 
cession  was  made  wd  accepted,  in  pursuance 
of  this  power. 

As  t6  any  provision  In  the  acts  of  cesaon 
stipulating  for  the  security  of  property,  there  is 
none,  except  only  what  I  have  already  observed 
— this  condition,  that  no  right  of  individnalB  in 
the  soil  should  be  construed  to  be  transferred, 
but  only  tiie  jmlBdiotitm.   But  no  doubt  aU 
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rights  of  proper^  ought  to  bo  doly  respected 
by  Oongress,  and  all  other  legistatnres. 

Ajid  since  the  subject  of  compensation  to  the 
owners  of  emancipated  slaves  has  been  referred 
to,  I  take  occasion  to  say,  that  Concress,  if  it 
should  think  that  a  wise,  justj  and  politic  legis- 
lation for  this  District  required  them  to  make 
compensation  for  ^ves  emancipated  here,  they 
hitre  the  same  constitutional  authority  to  make 
SQoh  compensation  as  to  make  ^aots  fbr  roads 
and  bridge  alms-houses,  penitentiaries,  and 
other  rimuar  oljeots  in  tl^e  District 

Hr.  Out  oonooned  with  Kr.  Bdoeanait, 
and  he  most  express  his  astonishment  that  Kr. 
Wkbsteb  did  not  view  the  matter  in  the  same 
light  He  beliered,  with  Ur.  B.,  that  if  those 
States  could  have  imagined  that  while  stavery 
existed  with  them  it  would  be  ended  here,  they 
never  would  have  made  the  cession.  Mr.  0. 
would  put  it  in  another  shape.  Suppose  Penn- 
sylvania had  ceded  a  portion  of  her  soil  as  a 
site  for  the  Govemment,  then  he  wonld  ask.  If, 
when  PeDnsylvaoia  was  a  non-slaveholdlng 
State,  it  wonld  not  be  deemed  a  breach  of  faith 
to  introduce  slavery  into  the  midst  of  her  soil  ? 
So  in  this  District  it  would  be  a  breach  of  ihith 
to  abcdish,  vhOe  the  oedhig  States  retained  that 
iustitntion.  Berides,  when  the  cestiou  was 
made,  there  was  an  express  reservation  of  the 
ri^t  of  property,  and  therefore  this  kind  of 
property,  bcong  included,  was,  as  a  nutter  of 
public  ruth,  to  be  reserved. 

Mr.  Wbbstbr.  The  honorable  member  from 
Kentnoky  asks  the  Senate  to  suppose,  that  the 
seat  of  Government  had  been  fixed  in  a  free 
State,  Pennsylvania  for  example;  and  that  Oon- 
gress had  attempted  to  establish  slavery  in  a  dis- 
trict over  which,  as  here,  it  had  thus  exclusive 
legislation.  He  asks  whether,  in  that  case,  Oon- 
sreas  could  establiah  slavery  in  such  a  place! 
This  mode  of  ohapppg  the  questton  does  not,  I 
tUnL  vaiy  this  argnment ;  and  I  answer  at  once, 
that  however  improbable  or  improper  such  an 
act  might  be,  yet  if  the  power  were  universal, 
absolute,  and  without  r^triction,  it  might  on-, 
questionably  be  so  exercised. 

And  in  the  other  cases,  of  forts,  arsenals,  &c., 
if  Congress  has  exclusive  and  absolute  l^sla- 
tive  power,  it  must  '^^  coarse,  have  the  power, 
if  it  could  be  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  such  a 
folly,  whether  proposed  to  be  exercised  in  a 
district  within  a  free  State,  to  establish  slavery, 
or  in  a  district  in  a  slave  State,  to  abolish  or 
regolate  it ;  yet  if  it  be  a  district  .ove^r  which 
Congress  has,  as  it  has  in  this  District,  nnUmited 
power  of  legialatioii,  it  seems  to  me  that  what- 
ever wonld  Bti^  the  exercise  of  this  power,  in 
wtbw  case,  must  be  drawn  frcnn  disowtion,  from 
reasons  of  jnstice,  and  tme  poUcy,  from  those 
high  oonmderations  which  ought  to  iuflnenoe 
Coogreas  in  questions  of  snoli  extreme  delicacy 
and  importance ;  and  to  all  theM  considerations 
I  am  willing,  and  always  shall  be  willing,  I 
trust,  to  give  fall  weight. 

"iSi,  Calhoun  said  uiat  he  should  succeed  in 
one  ol^eot  he  had  in  view  when  he  intcodooed 


these  reeolirtifnu— to  ascertidn  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  on  the  snbjeot  of  aboHtion,  and  how  &r 
it  was  disposed  to  take  ground  against  it  They 
embraced  two  leading  propositions  that  he  had 
hoped  to  carry  out — that  neith»  a  State,  nor 
its  citizens,  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
peculiar  institutions  of  the  other  States;  and 
that  this  Government  as  a  common  agent  of  the 
States,  has  no  right  i°  ^7  of  its  acts,  either  In 
this  District  or  elsewhere,  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  domestic  institutions  of  the  slave-hold- 
ing and  non-slaveholding  States,  by  flavoring  onc^ 
and  opposing  the  other,  on  any  nronnd  whatever. 

These  were  the  elevated  and  sti^g  grounds 
assumed  in  the  resolntions,  and  he  regretted 
that  thev  should  have  been  departed  from  in 
this  resolution  as  amended.  Thus  regarded,  he 
should  vote  for  it  with  much  reluctance.  The 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  NiLEs)  had  removed  many  of  the 
objections  he  had  to  that  offered  by  tiie  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  to  which  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  him  to  ^ve  his  assent ;  and, 
eVen  as  it  stood,  he  should  vote  for  it  only  on 
the  ground  iMfpresraving  harmony  and  union 
among  those  whom  he  believed  to  be  opposed 
to  the  Abolitionista. 

The  question  was  ag^  taken  on  the  first 
branch  of  Ifr.  Out^s  substitute,  and  carried— 
ayes  86,  noes  0. 


'WmsuoAT,  Jaiiuary  11. 

Mr.  (kUkomCt  BmhuHmu. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr,  OAx-Houir  on  the 
SVth  Deoember,  in  relation  to  domestic  starenr, 
the  question  being  on  the  second  brandi  of  Mr. 
Out's  anbatitnto  to  the  fifth  resolntioD,  which 
had  been  struck  out  yesterd^,  and  r^istated 
on  Mr.  BuohjlITJlh's  motion,  as  follows : 

JUtolvei,  That  it  would  be  bl^y  inexpedient  to 
sbolish  sbvetT  In  Fknfda,  the  only  Temtwy  of  the 
United  States  in  irtddi  it  now  exists,  bessoss  of  flte 
serious  alum  and  Just  itt>pidiai8ioiu  which  would  be 
thereby  exdted  in  the  States  Bustaining  that  domestic 
institution ;  because  the  people  of  that  Territory  have 
not  asked  it  to  be  done,  and,  when  admitted  as  m 
State  into  the  Union,  will  be  excludvely  entitled  to 
decide,  that  question  for  themselves ;  and,  also,  be- 
cause it  would  be  in  riolation  of  a  solemn  compro- 
mise, made  at  a  memorable  and  critical  period  in  the 
UstOTy  of  dds  oonntiy,*  by  which,  while  slavery  was 
prohibited  north,  it  was  admitted  south  of  the  Ibie 
tbirty-dx  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude ; 
and,  also,  a^Unst  the  trea^  stipnlatioa  widi  ^Min  of 
82d  Fetmao',  1819,  iriikh  gnacsoteea  the  rigjit 
property. 

Mr.  BuoBAHAV  observed  that  in  pursuance 
of  the  pledge  given  by  1dm  last  evening  he  felt 
to  bring  forward  the  second 


*  Th«  Mlnoarl  OonpnmlM  llna  balng  confiiMd  by  Its 
tanai  to  LooUaaa,  oonld  not  ba  ■p{)Uoal>l*  to  Florids,  and 
fha  nteanee  to  it  WM  ImmedUtol^  dropped  on  ol^oetlon. 
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'branch  of  Mr.  Clat's  amendment,  which-  hod 
been  atrnck  ont  on  Ms  motitni,  and  to  leave  it 
as  he  found  it.  He  had  therefore  done  bo,  bnt 
he  did  not  thereby  mean  to  say  that  he  was  in 
fSnvor  of  every  part  of  the  resolntion.  He  had 
simply  restored  it  to  the  place  where  it  was, 
and  he  left  it  to'  itfl  friends,  or  rather  fo  the 
parents  of  the  bantling,  the  Senators  from  Een- 
tac^Vnd  Alabama. 

Hr.  KiNa  proposed  tiiat  bo  much  of  the  reso- 
InlioD  as  made  mention  of  the  compromise  act 
Bhpold  be  stricken  ont,  and  It  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Oalhouk  wished  to  state  why  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  resolotioa  sa  attended. 

The  m^  reason  asagned-in  the  resolntion 
as  it  now  stands,  why  alavery  should  not  be 
aboUahed  in  Florida,  was  that  it  would  he  high- 
ly inentedient.  He  regarded  the  reason  as 
wholly  fiUlacious,  and  that  it  would  be  of  not 
the  ali^htest  force  in  staying  the  tide  of  aboli- 
tion. We  must  bear  In  mind,  that  the  two 
points  towards  which  the  Abolitionists  are  di- 
recting their  attacks,  were  this  District  and  the 
Territories.  These  they  considered  onr  weak 
points:  and  they  were  sangaine  in  the  belief, 
uid  that  not  without  reason,  if  they  can 
efliaot  their  objects  there,  the  mun  dtfflcmty  in 
their  way  would  be  snrmounted.  With  this 
knowledge,  onr  policy  onghtto  be  to  strengthen 
and  fortify  those  points  most  efi^tually.  Now, 
sir,  the  maXa  barrier  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr..CiAT)  proposes  to  throw  around 
the  Territories  in  this  amendment  is,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  abolish  slavery  in  Florida.  Will 
this  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  assaults  of  the 
foe  ?  Let  us  see  how  it  will  operate.  An  abo- 
lition ^tition  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories IS  presented  to  an  Individual  in  the  non- 
slaveholmng  States  for  his  rignature.  He  is 
opposed  to  tiie  ol)Ject»  and  refiises  to  sigtL  He 
la  asked  his  oljeetions.  He  answws  in  Uta  lan- 
guage of  this  amendment,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
ft  is  higUy  inexpedient.  He  titien  Is  asked,  Do 
yon  not  consider  slavery  a  political  evil  t  Do 
yon  not  consider  it  immoral  ?  Do  yon  not  oon* 
aider  it  sinftil  ?  He  answers,  Tee,  for  snoh  will 
be  the  answer  of  nine  in  ten  in  ^e  non*slave- 
holding  States.  Now  mark  the  reply.  He  is 
next  asked,  How  can  yon  justify  yoorself  in  re- 
filing to  put  down  what  yon  acknowledge  to 
be  immoral,  sinful,  and  a  great  political  evil, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  inexpedient)  The 
(question  is  overwhelming,  and  the  petitibn  is 
ngned  and  a  convert  made.  To  stay  ita  pro- 
gress, &r  highw  groonda  must  be  taken; 
grounds  u  hi^  as  uoae  assumed  by  these  de- 
laded. madmen,  uid  which  will  show  them  HuAl 
while  they  are  acting  in  the  name  <rf  monOs  and 
ndigioD,  they  are  violating  plighted  futh,  and 
subverting  the  entire  £abrio  of  onr  political 
^stom ;  and,  as  anoh«  are  gidlty  of  violating 
uie  most  solemn  obligaticms^  p<ditieal,  mco^ 
and  reli^ous. 

Hr.  0.  next  objected,  that  he  disliked  the 
designation  of  the  partioolar  Territory  <tf  Flori- 
da. TheAbolltioiiistiMktoaboHdtalaTeirin 


the  Territories ;  and  we  reply,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  abohsh  it  in  Florida,  assigning  for  ik 
reason,  that  it  was  our  only  Territory  in  which 
slavery  existed.  They  moke  a  general  demand, 
extending  to  all  Territories  that  now  are,  or 
may  be  hereafter,  created ;  and  we  meet  this 
broad  and  Rweeping  prayer  with  the  modest 
answer,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  abolish  it  in 
Florida.  In  giving  this  diffident  response,  are 
we  afraid  of  ofibnaing,  or  are  we  induposed  to 
commit  oarBclTes  as'to  Territories  hereafter  to 
becreatedl 

Be  was  glad  tiiat  Ae  porti^  of  the  amend- 
ment which  referred  to  the  Missouri  compromise 
had  been  struck  out.  He  was  not  a  member 
of  Oongress  when  tiiat  compromise  was  made^ 
bnt  it  is  dne  to  candor  to  state,  that  his  impi^is- 
Eious  were  in  its  favor ;  but  it  is  eqnally  due  to 
it  to  say,  that  vritb  his  present  experience,  and 
knowledge  of  the  spirit  which  then,  for  the 
first  time,  began  to  disclose  itself,  that  he  had 
entirely  changed  his  opiuion.  He  now  believed 
that  it  was  a  dangerons  measure,  and  that  it 
has  done  much  to  rouse  into  action  the  present 
spirit.  Had  it  then  been  met  with  uncompro- 
mising ppposition,  such  as  a  then  distSngnish'ed 
and  sag^oos  munber  irom  Yii'ginia,  (Mr, 
lUnnoLPH,)  now  no  more,  opposed  to  it,  aboli- 
tion might  have  been  crnahed  forever  in  its 
biHh.  He  then  thought  of  Mr.  Rarkolph,  as, 
he  doubts  not,  many  think  of  him  now,  who 
have  not  fully  looked  ihto  this  sabject,  wat  he 
was  too  unyielding,  too  uncompromising,  too 
impracticable;  but  he  had  been  taught  his 
mor,  and  took  pleasure  in  acknowledgiug  it. 

With  these  views  (s^d  Hr.  O.)  he  conld  not 
vote  for  the  resolntion  as  it  stood,  and  they 
were  greatiy  strengthened,  when  he  contrasted 
it  with  his  fifth  resolution,  which  has  been 
8(ni(de  <tut  to  insert  this.  That  iij^aoIntioA  de- 
cilarea  that  any  attempt,  by  any  State  or  State^ 
or  their  dtizona,  or  any  act  or  measure  of  Oon- 
gress, to  aboliish  ^very  in  this  District,  or  the 
Territories,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  immoral, 
or  sinful,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  was  a  dan- 
gerous attack  on  the  domestic  institutions  of 
all  the  States.  Now  (said  Hr.  0.)  what  have 
we  dune  ?  what  have  oouthern  Senators  done  Y 
Struck  down  the  strong  barriers  which  placed 
this  District  and  the  Territories  under  the  same 
high  constitutional  protection  with  the  States 
themselves,  and  which  made  ah  assault  on 
them  an  assault  on  all  the  slave-holding  States, 
and  have  erected  in  theit  place  the  mcwt  feeble 
of  all  barriers,  that  of  mere  inexpedienoy. 
Why  was  this  done  I  Was  It  becanse  the  reso- 
IntioD  struck  out  asserted  ai^  thing  ftlse  in 
fact  or  principle  t  No  one  pretended  to 
say  so.  No :  it  is  time  to  speak  out ;  to  toll 
the  truth ;  it  was  because  there  was  more  dread 
of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  Abolitionists 
than  the  people  of  the  slave-holding  States 
They  are  more  intent  on  oar  destruction  than 
we  for  our  own  safety.  Tbey  mark  and  punish, 
by  withliolding  thdr  votes,  and  throwing  them 
in  flie  oppoota  khHOi  oil  who  dan  t^pow 
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them ;  while  a  feeling  ot  itidifterenoe  and  inat- 
tention prevails  on  the  part  of  tbe  people  of 
the  slave-holding  States. 

Thus  regarding  the  resolation  as  it  stands,  he 
was  placed  in  a  position  which  he  did  not  often 
occupy.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  for  tJie  rea- 
sons he  has  stated ;  and  he  would  not  vote 
against  it,  for  reasons  which  must  be  apparent 
to  sH ;  and  he  was  of  course  constrained  not  to 
vote  at  all. 

Ur.  GtA.T,  of  Eentnclc7f  said  be  was  very 
sorry  that  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina 
coold  not  reebncile  his  judgment  to  vote  for 
the  resolution  now  mtder  oon^deration.  Be 
thought  the  declaration  f&  tbe  reetintion,  that 
abolition  was  inexpedient,  was  not  strong 
dnough,  and  that  higher  grounds  ought  to  be 
Assumed.  But  what  higher  grounds  f  Was 
any  one  prepared  to  say  tuat  the  naked  power 
of  atwlition  did  not  exist!  Mr.  0.  spoke  of 
the  naked  power,  and  not  of  its  exercise,  but 
the  abstract  question  of  the  existence  of  the 
power.  Now,  though  it  did  not  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  the  States,  on  the  mere  question  of  ab- 
Btroct  power,  Mr.  0.  thought  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  would  not  declare  that  it  would 
be  unconstitutional  fbr  Congress  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  the  District  or  Territories.  The  power, 
like  many  others,  was  not  to  be  exercised,  on 
high  considerations,  amountiDg  in  the  Dismct 
to  the  pUghted  fiiith  of  the  Government  during 
the  existenoe  of  a  state  of  thibgs  which  put  a 
restriction  on  the  exercise  of  the  power ;  hut 
Vhen  that  state  of  things  should  no  longer  ex- 
ist, the  power  might  he  exercised.  So  as  to 
'Florida :  the  power  existed,  but,  fw  high  oon- 
siderations,  was  not  to  be  exercised. 

The  Senator  objects  because  Florida  alone  is 
embraced  by  the  resolution.  We  have  stricken 
out  the  Inmans,  regarding  them  as  perfectiy 
safe.  And  what  other  Territory  hut  Rorida  is 
there  in  wMoh  slavei^  exists)  I  framed  the 
restdution  as  it  i^  bednise  there  is  no  other 
such  Territory.  There  are  many  who  send 
petitions  here  that  appear  to  be  ignora&t  of  this 
&ct,  that  there  is  but  one  snch  Territory.  I 
wanted  them  to  kno#  that  there  is  but  one. 

Then  the  Senator  thinks  the  tcme  of  the  reso- 
Intion  is  not  strong  enough.  Perhaps  he  would 
say  that,  as  slavery  is  represented  as  a  moral 
evil,  as  sinful,  we  ought  to  take  the  opposite 
ground,  and  matutain  that  slavery  is  not  sinful, 
bnt  in  conformity  with  religion ;  and  he  thus 
maintain  the  one  side,  and  they  the  other. 
And  then,  he  says,  the  Abolitionists  will  present 
a  nnmber  of  qnestions.  which  he  enumerated, 
fflr,  suppose  you  shbnld  declare  slavety  accords 
wiui  the  Dedaration  of  Independence,  and  that 
it  is  consistent  with  every  high  and  holy  prtoci- 
ple,  would  it  make  any  oonverts?  ^r,  I  want 
to  do  nothing  to  aggravate  this  spirit  at  the 
North,  and  to  increase  tiie  Abolitionists.  I 
want  to  prevrait  the  residue  the  North  from 
going  over  to  join  them.  There  lies  our  dan- 
ger, and  there,  also^  are  we  to  look  for  safety* 
The  Senator's  resolntions  are  all  sonnd;  Imt 
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there  will  nothing  be  gained  by  them  of  safety 
to  the  cause,  or  of  pehdanency  to  the  Union.  • 
The  Senator  speaks  of  the  compromise  on 
the  Missouri  question,  and  refers  to  the  course 
of  a  distinguished  member*  from  "VirgMiiat  'who 
was  present  on  that  memorable  occasion.  There 
were  two  compromises:  the  first  was  that 
when  the  bill  passed,  authorizing  the  State  to 
Horm  a  separate  Qovemment  for  itsd^  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  It  was  then  that  86* 
80'  was  fixed  as  &e  line  of  reparation.  Bnt 
after  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Unicm, 
she  introdaoed  a  olaase  into  her  constitution, 
by  wUofa  free  persons  ^  color  were  not  to  re- 
main within  Hieaotiri.  There  wsa  the  grest 
point  of  difficulty  which  shook  the  Union  with 
more  alarm  than  any  thing  I  haVe  seen,  from 
that  day  to  this.  It  was  that  compromise  for 
which,  I  understood  the  Senator,  he  would  not 
noV-hiave  voted. 

iMr.  Calhoun  was  understood  to  assent] 
to  ode  (said  Mr.  Clat)  was  anxious  to  have 
slavery  exist  north  of  that  line,  except  in  Mis- 
souri. WitK  'the  second  question  came  the 
great  struggle;' and  I  should  not  refer  to  tiie 
part  taken  by  Mr.  Kandolph,  whose  death  I 
sincerely  depored,  if  it  had  not  bem  referred 
to  by  the  Senator.  But  I  fed  06mpdled  to  say 
tiiat  at  the  seoond  compromise,  in  which  noth- 
ing was  sacrificed  by  the  slaye-hol^g  States, 
and  in  which  a  mere  matter  of  form  was  con- 
ceded to  the  free  States,  which  admitted  them 
a  ground  to  stand  on- at  home,  the  oooTse  of  tiiat 
distinguished  member  from  Virginia  oune  near- 
er hazarding  the  Union  than  any  other  event  in 
our  history.  He  was,  opposed  to  all  compro- 
mises ;  and  I  recollect  that  when  the  second 
compromise  was  under  discussion,  I  was  in  the 
chair,  and  another  member  from  Virginia  fMnt- 
ed  under  the  infiuenoe  of  the  fumes  of  the 
lamps.  He  was  taken  to  a  back  seat,  and  I 
went  to  see  how  he  was ;  bnt  obeerving  that 
his  case  was  not  dangerous,  and  that  he  would 
soon  recover,  on  my  return  to  the  Speaker'a 
<^afr  I  met  the  genUeman  from  Virf^nia,  wh<^ 
not  baving  spoken  with  me  before,  said,  "  How 
do  yon  do,  sir ;  I  wish  you  would  go-witii'  Aie 
to  Kentucky."  I  understood  him,  and  that 
he  proposed  in  this  manner  a  separation  of  the 
Sontiiem  delation,  retiring  from  Congress, 
and  leaving  the  Nortii  in  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment I  relied,  "  Not  now ;  but  I  will  see 
yon  to-morrow  mdrning."  In  the  morning  I 
spent  an  hour  .with  him,  in  which  he  urged  me 
to  make  no  compromise,  even  provided  gentle- 
men would  grant  us  every  thing  we  wanted,  in 
return  for  giving  the  North  ground  to  stand  on. 
We  parted,  promising  to  be  friends  in  fixture ; 
and  to  the  end  of  the  seadon  he  never  «poke  to 
me  again.  The  two  words  [dough  (doe)  faces] 
with  which  that  gentieman  rated  and  taunted 
our  Northern  friends,  did  more  injury  than  any 
two  words  I  have  ever  known.  Sir,  I  hope  no 
similar  course  will  be  pursued  by  any  one  at 
the  present  d^,  in  respect  to  any  portion  of 
the  afllegfttioa  of  the  eoimtty.  ■  iJK^  air,  I  tdl 
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fbe  Senator,  tbiitl  think  If  he  would  deal  mora 
oalmly  with  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  Bay  to 
them  that  the  Booth  are  animated  to  a  man  on 

this  snbject,  and  would  vindicate  their  rights ; 
if  he  wo)^d  turn  to  tiie  (quarter  where  the  blaze 
ifl,  and  endeavor  to  ^xtmgalsh  the  flame  and 
not  to  aggravate  it ;  if  he  would  unite  with  uh, 
to  hring  the  whole  oonntry  together  as  in  one 
band  of  brethren  in  the  same  public  vessel,  I 
think  the  result  would  be  more  bappj. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amwid  Mr.  Clay's 
snbstitute  bj  inserting  the  words  "dangerous  at- 
tack upon  the  States  in  which  slavery  exists." 

Mr.  BnoKANAN  thought  tJie  debate  had  now 
become  exceedingly  dull.  It  had  almost  worn 
itself  on^  and  was  now  dragg^  ite  dull  length 
along.  He  would  not,  howew,  sufffer  it  to 
close  wlthont  making  a  ftw  olwerrotions,  in 
consequence  of  what  had  repeatedly  fidlen  firom 
the  fomator  fecm  Sooth  Candina,  (Mr.  Oal- 

HOOS,) 

It  had  been  often  sMd,  in  the  eonrse  of  this 
debate,  that  these  resolutions  were  intended  as 
ft  platform  on  which  we  of  the  North,  who 
were  disposed  to  sustain  the  constitutjonal 
rights  of  the  South,  might  stand,  and  defend 
ourselves  against  the  attacks  of  the  Abolition- 
ists. Now,  for  his  part,  he  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  having  any  such  platform  erected  for  him. 
We  can  eostun  oursdvea  better  withont  it. 
"The  blood  of  Bourns  can  protect  itself." 
All  we  dedra  upon  this  qnesbon  "hands 
oflt"  Ve  know  best  how  to  fight  onr  own 
battles. 

These  resolutions  had  emanated  from  the 
Soath  \  and  he  most  fervently  hoped  that  they 
might  do  some  good  in  tranquilllziDg  and  sooth- 
ing the  feelings  of  the  people  tiiere,  and  in  con- 
vincing them  that  tb^  had  numerous  friends 
in  the  North,  who  would  stand  by  them  in  any 
emergency.  Ue  protested,  however,  against 
the  idea  that  they  were  passed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  North. 

Some  commiseration  ^s^d  Mr.  B.)  has  been 
expressed  for  our  ritnation.  It  has  been  said 
that  onr  intentions  were  very  good,  and  that 
we  would  bewUUng  to  go  further,  if  we  dared 
to  do  so.  Now,  he  protested  ag^nst  any  such 
inference.  He  had  always  gone  as  far  as  his 
sense  of  right  and  justice  dictated,  and.if  there 
had  not  been  an  Abolitionist  in  existence,  he 
would  have  gone  no  farther.  We  wanted  no 
platform  on  which  to  standf  save  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  country.  What  fanatic  had  there 
ever  been  in  the  North  so  mad  as  to  assert  that 
we  had  any  right  to  attack  slavery  in  the  States 
where  it  exists  ?  That  principle  had  been  set- 
tled by  the  first  Congress,  and  that  principle,  so 
\csa^  as  he  held  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  should 
mamt^tt  to  the  death.  These  hare  been  the 
motives  of  myoondnct  throughont  upon  these 
resolutions.  They  are  a  Southern,  and  not  a 
Northern,  measure ;  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  South,  rather  than  the  North.  In  the  portion 
of  the  Union  from  whidi  he  came,  we  depre- 
cate aptation  and  excitement  teem  this  source. 


We  adtmted  one  resohition  yesterdu-  in  re- 
gard to  mywj  in  the  IMstrict  of  OolDinUa, 
which  may  have  a  good  effect  In  the  NorCIu 
Opinions  which  are  united  there  agunst  any 
interference  with  slavery  in  the  States^-  are  not 
so  unanimous  in  regard  to  this  District  That 
resolution  places  the  subjeot  on  its  true  princi- 
ples, and  will  strike  .the  common  sense  of  all 
mipartial  men  as  just  and  expedient.  It  asserts 
tiie  proposition  that  when  Congress  accepted 
the  cession,  there  was  an  Implied  faith  pledged 
to  the  ceding  States  that  we  should  not  convert 
that  act  of  their  kindness  into  an  instrument 
of  their  destruction;  and  that  whilst  slavery- 
existed  in  them^  it  dionld  not  be  abcdished 
within  these  ten  miles  square  in  the  midst  of 
their  territories.  Hie  avowal  of  this  distinct 
principle  by  the  Senate,  for  which  he  had  al- 
ways contfflided,  might  be  productive  of  bene- 
ficial effbcta  in  the  Northern  States. 

The  second  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  had  been  ofi^ered  by  him 
(Mr.  B.)  as  a  distinct  proposition  this  morning. 
He  had  pledged  himself  yesterday  to  bring  it 
forward  in  tiiis  shape,  provided  the  Senate 
woold  then  strike  it  out  of  the  amendment,  and 
take  a  separate  vote  on  the  remaining  portion 
of  it,  which  related  exclusively  to  the  District 
of  Columbia.  This  had  been  done ;  and  thus 
the  resolution  had,  strangely  enough,  become 
the  child  of  his  adoption,  though  not  <tf  hia 
affecti(ni8.  After  H  had  been  amended  by  strik- 
ing frvai  it  the  Indian  territory,  and  modified 
and  remodified  In  such  a  manner  as  to  suit  the 
views  of  the  partnership  concern  between  the 
Senators  from  New  Hampshire  and  Kentucky, 
Messrs.  HuBBABD'and  Clat,)  he  (Mr.  B.)  would 
have  cheerfully  given  it  his  support  '  He  was, 
therefore,  much  astonished  and  disappointed 
when  these  two.  Senators,  apparentiy  withont 
the  slightest  regard  for  their  own  offspring, 
consented  to  abandon  it  without  a  struggle. 
He  greatly  preferred  it  to  the  substitute  offered 
by  ^e  S^iator  from  Missisnppi,  (Mr.  Waixsb,) 
which  they  had  accepted,  and  which  waa  now 
before  the  Senate.  The  truth  was,  that,  the 
resolution  which  he  had  offered  this  mominf^ 
to  redeem  his  promise,  had  unde^ne  so  many- 
modifications,  and  mystifications  to  make  it  con- 
form to  the  views  of  everybody  who  deared 
any  change,  that  no  man  who  was  acquainted 
with  its  original  features  conld  imagine  how  it 
had  been  transformed  into  the  resolution  now 
before  the  Senate.  But  so  it  was.  We  onoe 
hod  a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  (Hr. 
Hill,)  who  was  made  of  sterner  stuff  than  to 
have  yielded  up  his  resolution  to  the  solicitations 
of  gentlemen,  as  the  present  Senator  from  that 
State  had  done.  And  here,  as  he  had  alluded 
to  that  Senator  withont  having  previously  in- 
tended it,  he  would  take  oecasion  to  say  of  him, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  strdng  and  cfetermined 
character,  and  was  a  good  lover  as  well  as  a 
good  hater.  Hi.  B.  hod  never  met  pn  that 
floor  a  Senator  who  possessed  more  extensiTe 
and  minute  poUtioal  Information  in  regard  to 
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oar  domesdo  afitn,  and  howerer  much  he 
may  have  been  traduced,  then  was  no  man  in 
(he  Senate,  at  the  present  daj,  who  loved  his 
oonntry  better.  He  well  recolleoted  the  time 
when  that  Senator  bad  formed  a  coalitioa  with 
the  Senator  from  Kentackj,  and  they  had  fonght 
the  hatUe  t<^ther  without  yielding  a  single  inch. 
It  is  tme  that  bat  a  small  force  was  rallied  under 
their  united  banner.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  almost 
their  (mly  follower ;  bat  they  never  thonglit 
of  Borrendering.  He  conld  have  wished  that 
the  new  coalition  between  the  present  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  and  the  Seaator  from 
Kentnoky,  had  oeen  animated  by  the  same 
roirit  At  the  instcmce  of  many  gentlemen, 
the  reaolnticm  bad  been  changed,  reelumged, 
and  modified,  tratil  he  had  become  tired  of  the 
process.  Hehad  detenntned  for  himself  to  qnit 
setting  to  every  new  partner  that  might  offer. 
He  wonld  now  consent  to  take  the  last  edition 
of  the  resolution,  as  it  had  come  fh>m  the 
hands  of  the  Senator  from  Hisnssippi,  (Mr. 
Walkbb,)  bnt  he  would  not,  for  one,  agree  to 
any  other  changes. 

Mr.  Oalhohn  said,  that  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Penosylvania  wore  of  a  character 
that  he  could  not  permit  then  to  pass  in  silence. 
He  understood  the  Senator  to  say  that  he  (Mr. 
Bdobamah)  had  been  aetnated  solely  by  the  de- 
«lre  to  soothe  and  tranquillize  the  feelings  of  the 
Sonth,  or,  in  other  words,  in  pity  of  her  weak- 
ness and  fears.  [Mr.  B.  shook  his  bead.]  Mr. 
0.  said  lie  would  be  glad  to  nnderstand  what 
the  Senator  did  mean. 

Was  he  to  understand  tiie  Senator  that  all  he 
said  about  soothing  and  tranquillizing  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Sonth,  originated  in  a  belief  that 
these  resolutions  were  intended  for  that  purpose 
by  the  mover  I  If  so,  be  wonld  tell  him  that 
he  was  grossly  mistaken.  She  needed  not  this, 
nor  any  other  measure,  to  tranqnillize  her. 
She  was  'cahn  and  collected,  and  instead  of 
being  a^tated,  was.  too  indifferent.  She  had 
no  Iban  fbr  henelt  She  was  fall  of  resonroes, 
and  would,  he  trasted,  be  wepared  to  meet  the 
criria,  whenever  forced  on  her  by  the  ii\JaBtice, 
or  insults,  of  the  other  portion  of  the  Union, 
^fo :  these  resduHons  originated  in  ht  different 
moUves— from  a  sincere  desire  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  shook  to  which  the  pred&nt  current 
of  events  was  rapidly  leading,  and  which,  if 
not  prevented,  would  bring  to  the  ground  the 
institutions  of  the  country.  He  was  anxious, 
before  it  was  too  late,  to  present  some  common 
consUtutioual  ground  on  which  the  r^ectiog, 
and  patriotic,  of  every  quarter  of  the  tJnion, 
might  rally,  to  arrest  the  approaching  catas- 
trophe, and  avert  what  the  North  "was  at  least 
as  moch  interested  to  do  as  the  Sonth.  A,  plat- 
form for  that  purpose,  (if  the  Senator  preferred 
the  word)  was  indispensable,  if  it  be  thought 
worth  whQe  to  oppose  the  coming  disasters. 

Bat  the  Senator  exclaimed,  speaking  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  sections  of  the  oounby,  hands 
off  1   The  North  says,  hands  oC  to  the  South  t 
The  Senator,  in  the  name  of  his  oonstitoenta, 
VouXm.— 88 
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X hands  off  to  me,  in  the  name  of  mlns^ 
t  he  knows  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
are  daily  and  hourly,  in  violation  of  the  oonstir 
tntion,  and  the  most  solemnly  plighted  fidtii, 
aiming  a  most  deadly  blow,  not  simi^y  at  oat 
peace  and  prof^rity,  but  at  our  very  existence 
as  a  people  I  When  did  the  South  ever  place 
her  hand  on  the  North  ?  When  did  she  ever 
interfere  with  her  pecuUar  institutions  ?  When 
did  she  ever  aim'a  blow  at  her  peace  and  secu- 
rity? When  did  she  ever  demand  more  thant 
naked,  sheer  justice  of  the  Union  f  Never  1 
never  1  And  can  we  reverse  these  questions, 
and  have  the  same  response  from  the  North  t 
With  what  prupriety  or  Justice,  then,  can  Che 
Senator  proclaim,  hiuda  off  to  as — the  aggres- 
sor to  the  aggressed  I 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  very  sorry  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  had  misunderstood 
his  remarks.  He  trasted  and  believed  that  his 
course  upon  this  subject,  had  been  sudi  as  to 
pldce  him  above  all  suspicion.  He  could  not 
believe  that  any  otiier  Senator  had  fallen  into 
the  same  mistake.  The  ardor  of  the  gentle- 
man's feelings  upon  this  snlgect  must  hav* 
blinded  his  judgment 

The  commiseration  which  I  said  had  been 
expressed  by  himself  and  others  for  our  condi- 
tion in  the  North,  he  understood  directly  the 
reverse  of  what  my  words  imported,  and  had 
construed  them  into  an  expreamm  of  jStr  and 
commiseration,  on  my  part,  for  the  oonmtion 
of  the  people  of  the  South.  Such  an  Idea  as 
that  of  applying  the  term  pity  to  that  gallant 
people,  had  never  entered  my  mind.  They  are 
far  above  it.  I  know  them  too  well,  and  respect 
them  too  highly,  to  have  ever  thought  of  apply- 
ing to  them  any  such  term. 

He  did  not  blame  the  Senator  from  South 
Oarolina  for  having  introduced  those  resolu- 
tions. Oertainly  not.  Had  he  not  voted  for 
them,  one  and  ^I,  except  that  which  related  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  instead  of  that 
one,  he  bad  voted  for  another  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, which  he  solemnly  believed  would  be  pro* 
anotive  of  greater  good  >  Now  what  he  bad 
disol^med,  and  what  he  meant  to  disclaim,  was 
that  these  resolutions  were  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  friends  of  the  Union  in  the 
North.  They  had  not  been  brought  forward 
by  the  North,  but  by  the  South :  and  hence  tt 
wss  fiur  to  infer  that  their  purpose  was  to  satis- 
fy and  tranquillize  public  opinion  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  Union.  He  bad  voted  for  them 
with  pleasure,  noder  this  belief:  and  he  trusted 
that  our  friends  in  the  Sonth  would  now  be 
convinced  that  we  were  ready  to  stand  by 
them  in  the  assertion  aad  mfdnteoance  of  aU 
their  constitutional  riglits  over  their  slaves. 

These  resolntions  oonld  not  aid  him  at  borne. 
There  the  b^tle  had  been  already  fooght,  and 
what  part  he  had  taken  in  it  two  years  ago, 
was  well  known  to  every  man  in  the  oountry 
who  had  thought  his  humble  career  worthy  of 
any  obserrttUon.  He  was  folly  em^nced  that 
the  protracted  disoosaioii  of  the  aboliticn  qaea* 
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tion  here  at  this  time  oonld  do  tlie  friends  of 
tiw  nnion  la  the  North  UtUe,  if  any  good ;  he 
wished  he  vere  oonvineed  that  it  would  do 
them  no  harm.  This  was  the  great  centre  of 
agitation.  'When  it  was  oommenoed  h««,  its 
baneful  biflnen<»  must  spread  over  the  whole 
Union.  Deeply. impressed  widi  the  belief,  he 
had  for  two  years,  when  abolition  memorialB 
were  presented.  Qniformly  voted  in  favor  of 
Buoh  a  dispontion  of  them  as  woold  prevrat 
useless  ana  dangerons  discasBion  upon  this 
theatre. 

Mr.  OALHotTN  said,  that  in  compliance  with 
the  urgent  wishes  of  bis  friends,  rather  than 
with  his  own  judgment,  he  would  consent  to 
Tote  for  the  resolution  as  amended.  It  bad 
undergone  important  modifications,  making  it 
out  stronger  than  at  first,  but  yet  it  was  still 
TCry  fiaebte,  and  not  at  all  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. 

On  taking  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  r^eo- 
Intion  as  modifiec^  namely : 

Rnotved,  Th&t  any  attempts  of  Ctm^reea  to  Bbolish 
sUvery  in  any  Territory  of  the  TTnited  States,  In 
irhlch  it  exists,  would  create  serious  alann  and  just 
^prehension  in  the  States  sustaining  that  domeadc 
institution ;  would  be  a  violatioo  of  good  faith  tow- 
aids  the  inhabitants  of  any  such  Territory  who 
have  been  permitted  to  settle  with,  and  hold  slarefl 
therdn ;  beoanae  tiie  people  of  any  sndi  Territory 
bftre  not  anked  for  tiie  aboUtfon  of  sUTcry  therein ; 
and  becaose,  nhea  any  such  Territory  sbiilt  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Coion  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof 
will  be  entitled  to  decide  that  question  ezdosiTdy 
for  themselvea : 

It  was  determined  in  the  afBrmallTe— - 
Tus. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Budiaoan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Gay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cattibot,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
HvA^Mrd,  ^ng,  Lumplcin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
miea,  Korrell,  I^erce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roan,  Robin- 
aoD,  Sevier,  Sodth  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tipton, 
Walkeo-,  White,  Williams,  Wrigbt,  and  Toung— 85. 

Nate — Heasn.  Clayton,  Davis,  Kn^ht,  HoEean, 
Prentiss,  BobUns,  Smith  ot  iaOiMOk,  Swift,  and 
Webrter  9  . 


Thubsdat,  January  12. 
Mr.  Galkoun't  BaoWtiona. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  condderation  of  the 
ftsolntioDs  submitted  by  Mr.  CALHotm  on  the 
2Tth  of  December,  in  relaUon  to  Domeatic 
Slavery,  the  idxtfa  residnUrai  being  under  oon- 
sideraraon.  * 

Ur.  Calhotik  smd  that  frequent  attacks  had 
been  made  on  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion, in  advance,  which  he  did  not  think  were 
altogether  fair.  The  Senate  had  determined  to 
consider  each  resolution  by  itself.  We  had 
now  arrived  at  the  sixth,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  whole  aeries.  He  had  review- 
ed it  with  care,  and  believed  it  was  oritically 
true  and  correct  in  all  its  parts;  and  now  stood 
prepared  to  meet  and  repel,  he  tmsted  Bnoceaa- 
liilly,  an  atta^  that  inif^t  be  made  on  It 


Its  first  and  fhudamental  position  is,  that 
tlie  Union  rests  on  an  equality  among  the  sever- 
al States  that  compose  it  To  support  bq  ob- 
vious a  truth,  he  did  not  deem  it  necrasary  to 
cite  various  parts  of  the  constitution,  whidi 
ezpresdy  recognize  it ;  nor  to  refer  to  the  joor- 
nals  ot  the  convention  that  formed  the  con^- 
tution,  nor  the  debates  of  the  conventions  of  tha 
States  by  which  it  was  adopted ;  all  of  wbich 
wonld  prove  that  it  was  constantly  acted  on  as 
the  principle  on  which  the  Union  rested,  and 
that,  as  snob,  it  was  watched  throu^out  witb 
the  greatest  care  and  Jealousy. 

The  next  position  assumed  was,  that  what- 
ever destroyed  this  equality,  tended'to  destroy 
the  Union  itself.  One  so  manifeetiy  and  irre- 
sistibly true,  if  the  first  he  conceded,  as  not  to 
admit  of  dispute. 

The  next  declares  that  it  is  the  solemn  du^ 
of  all,  but  especially  of  this  body,  which  repre- 
sented the  States  in  their  corporate  ciqmdty, 
to  re^  aU  attempts  to  discriminate  between 
the  States,  in  the  action  of  this  Ctovemment^  so 
as  to  give  one  an  advantage  over  another, 
which  is  no  less  clear. 

The  next  asserts,  that  to  refuse  to  extend  to 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  any  advantage 
fairly  due  them,  and  which  might  tend  to 
strengthen  themj  or  render  them  more  secure, 
by  extending  their  limits  and  population  by  the 
annexa1i<m  of  additional  territories  or  new 
Stattio,  on  the  ^und  that  their  domestic  insti- 
tutions were  aiuAil,  immoral,  or  otherwiae  ob- 
nozlona,  would  be  contnvy  to  that  equality 
intended  to  be  secured  by  the  constitution 
alike  to  all  the  members  of  the  Uiu<»i.  It 
claims  nothing  for  ^e  Southern  and  Western 
States  on  account  of  their  domestic  institutions. 
It  riraply  asserts,  that  to  withhold  advantages 
on  their  account,  to  which  they  would  other- 
wise he  fairly  entitled,  would  be  contrary  to 
the  equality  to  which,  as  members  of  the  Union, 
they  are  entitled.  It  does  not  affirm  that  new 
territory  'or  States  (Texas  in  a  word)  should  be 
annexed.  That  is  left  an  open  question,  to  be 
decided  whenever  it  may  be  presented,  on  its 
general  merits,  in  reference  to  the  whole,  ms 
well  as  the  actjaoent  section,  and  not  on  th? 
^ound  <tf  the  peculiar  oharaoter  of  the  domea- 
bo  institu^ms  the  States  of  that  section,  on 
which  the  Yennont  reacdations  and  the  hnn- 
dreds  of  petitions  which  have  been  presented, 
place  it 

Thus  regarded,  he  would  aA.  if  there  was  any 
one  who  wonld  venture  to  controvert  this  po- 
sition? 

It  is  next  and  finally  asserted  in  the  resolution, 
that  to  witiihold  from  the  Southern  and  West- 
em  Statee  the  equality  of  advantages  to  whidi 
they  are  entitled,  wonld .  he,  in  effect,  to  dis- 
franchise them,  and  to  subject  them  to  all  the 
bnrdens  of  the  Government,  without  its  advan- 
tages— a  proposition  too  clear  to  adnut  of  arga- 
ment  or  illustration.  He  had  now  stated  dear- 
ly and  distinctiy  every  poeitioa  taken  in  the 
resolution,  and  ne  oaUea  on  the  Sonatw  from 
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Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cla.t,)  and  others  who  had  at- 
tacked it  in  advance,  to  bring  forward  their 
objections  now,  when  the  reaolntion  is  before 
UA,  and  when  their  assaults  can  be  flurly  met. 
All  he  asked  was,  that  their  ol^eotitnu  should 
be  specific — no  generalities ;  no  abstractions. 

Mr.  FBEeroN  moved  to  the  resolotien  on 
^e  table,  on  the  gronnd  that  this  branch  of  the 
subject  woQld  be  more  appropriately  diseaased 
in  coDDectlon  with  the  resolations  introdnced 
by  him  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  be- 
cause it  wonld  be  more  adTantageoos  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Soath  to  take  the  question  in- 
volved on  the  Texas  resolations. 

Mr.  Oalijoun  wonld  assure  his  colleague  that 
he  had  not  the  slightest  intention  to  interfere 
with  his  resolution  in  reference  to  Texas  ;*  nor 
did  he  think  tiiere  conld,  possibility,  be  any 
interference.  They  related  to  <Uffereiit  objects. 
His  was  introdnced,  as  antagonist  to  the  Ver- 
mont resolntions,  and  the  Teriooa  petitions 
against  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  Bonth. 
Among  other  objecUons,  they  took  position 
against  the  amiexatton  of  Texas  to  the  Union, 
on  ^e  ground  that  our  peoaliar  institutions 
were  sinful  and  immoral.  In  drawing  ap  these 
resolutions,  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  cover 
the  whole  gronnd  assumed  against  us,  and  conld 
not  by  possibility  omit  so  prominent  a  one  as 
the  objection  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  with- 
out a  manifest  surrender  of  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant points  to  the  Abolitionists. 

The  lesolntion  of  his  colleague  was,  on  tiie 
oontrary,  a  direct  question  of  aonexation,  which 
opened  the  whole  gronnd,  In  the  broadest  view 
<a  policy  and  the  constitatlon.  The  only  effect 
of  the  adoption  of  his  resolution  wonld  be  to 
raise  one  of  these  questions,  and  that  not  the 
least  embarrassing,  and  as  snch  could  hare  no 
possible  injurious  effect  on  the  resolntira  offer- 
ed by  his  college.  But  he  understood  his 
colleague  to  say,  that  a  decision  on  his  ^r.  O.'s) 
resolution  conld  be  had  under  his,  which  was 
broader,  aai  that  it  would  be  more  easy  to  get 
a  favorable  decision  on  the  whole  question  than 
on  the  isolated  point  which  his  presented. 

Mr.  0.  s^d  be  conld  not  bnt  believe  that  his 
edleagne  was  mistaken.  Even  an  affirmative 
decision  wonld  not  cover  the  broad  and  general 
principle  of  equality,  and  ironld  disarhmnate 
between  the  institutions  of  tbe  States  of  the 
Union,  which  his  resolution  asserted,  and  which 
he  believed  to  be  all-important  to  the  slave- 
holdiuff  States  to  be  recognized.  Nothing  more 
could  be  inferred  from  such  a  decision  than 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
was  expedient  to  annex  Texas,  without  a  dis- 
tinct recognition  of  imy  one  principle  on  which 
it  might  be  admitted.  But  he  conld  not  think, 
with  his  colleague,  that  it  wonld  be  more  easy 
to  annex  Texas  than  to  pass  the  resolution 
under  consideration.  It  presented  bnt  a  sin^e 
point,  and  that  so  unquestionable  as  to  com- 

*  Ur.  Callunin'B  mdnUoiu  mm  Intiodiiood  on  tlw  STth 
DeoamtMr,  ud  Mr.  Prutoa'a  oa  tli*  4tli  Juurr,  on  a  p»- 
Tloni  notice^  gtraa  mty  In  the  ttmlm. 
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mand  the  assent  of  all  who  did  not  deny  so 
fundamental  a  principle  of  our  Union  as  the 
political  eqoality  of  the  members  who  composed 
it ;  while  his  oolleague's  presented,  and  wonld 
have  to  enoonnter,  all  the  poadbu  ol^ectioni 
vhich  oonld  be  nrgvl  against  the  annezatim, 
constitntionally ;  and  all  objections  as  to  time, 
as  to  mode,  as  to  its  effects  on  onr  relations  with 
Mexico,  as  to  its  disturbing  the  eqnilibrinm  of 
the  Unh)D,  as  to  the  hazard  of  extending  its  pre^ 
ent  limits,  as  to  its  oonstitatiolialitT,  and  many 
others  besideatiie  onepresentedinhisreBolutiiNu. 
resolutions. 

His  coUeagne  had  objected  to  acting  on  this 
re^lntion,  on  the  groimd  that  it  wonld  bring 
np  the  whole  Texan  question.  He  must  think 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  soppo^cms.  The 
debate  heretofore  has  been  striotiy  ocmfined  to 
the  qnestiotts  involved  in  tiie  resolutions,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  to  believe  that  tiiere  wonld 
be  a  departnra  on  the  present  occasion.  Its 
decision  involved  none  of  the  regular  and  fidr 
objections  that  might  be  urged  agaimt  its  ad- 
mission. To  involve  them  in  the  discussioDf 
woiild  be  unfair,  and  would  be  a  tacit  coufes- 
sion,  on  the  part  of  those  who  should  force 
such  topics  into  the  discussion,  that  his  resolu- 
tion was  true,  and  conld  not  be  fairly  met.  He 
conld  not  believe  the  able  members,  who  he 
expected  would  be  opposed  to  the  resolution, 
wonld  take  a  course  so  unworthy  of  them.  If 
they  l>elie7e  the  resolution  to  be  true,  he  ex- 

Sec  ted  them  to  bo,  and  to  vote  for  It ;  bnt 
'  not,  to  say  so,  and  to  assign  their  reasons 
boldly  and  directly,  and  not  to  kiU  it  by  argu- 
ments foreign  to  tiie  qneation. 

In  conclusion,  he  expressed  his  r^;ret  that 
his  coUeague  should  think  proper  to  make  the 
motion  be  did,  and  wonld  assure  him  that^ 
whatever  might  be  their  difibrenoe  of  opinlcm 
on  the  great  political  questions  of  the  day,  he 
would,  on  all  occasions,  abstain  from  makhu; 
any  motion  to  embarrass  any  measure  which 
he  might  think  proper  to  introduce. 

After  some  fiirther  remarksfrom  Mr.  Pebston, 
the  question  was  taken  on  his  motion  to  1^ 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  it  was  adopted— 
TsAa— Uessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbcrt,  Dftvis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Kuigfat, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Herriclc,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor> 
veil,  I^erce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  lUves,  Robbhis,  Smith 
of  IndiaiA,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  lipton,  Web- 
Bter,  White,  Wilfiams,  and  Wr^t— 88. 

Nats. — ^Heesrs.  Galhouo,  Clay  of  .Alabama,  Ful- 
ton, Lumpkin,  Botne,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  and 
Toong — 9. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tkble. 


MoNDAT,  January  15. 
Ifmtral  SelaUotu. 

The  bill  to  amend  tiie  aot  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  puniahment  of  certain  orimea  against 
the  Uidted  8t>teis  ^P" 
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Mr.  Bi'OHANAN  said :  The  Gonunittee  on  For- 
eign Relations  have  carefiilly  examined  the  act 
of  the  20th  April,  1818,  which  embodied  all 
the  former  laws  on  the  subject  of  oar  nentral 
relations,  and  have  found  that  it  is  well  adapted 
to  enforce  the  obaerrance  of  our  duties  tow- 
ards belligerent  nations.  Tbe^,  therefore,  do 
not  propose  to  make  aaj  material  change  in  its 
tatm^(Hia.  Under  that  law,  the  tatizens  of  the 
united  States  are  not  prohibited  fhmi  carrying 
on  any  trade  sanotionea  by  the  laws  of  nations ; 
nor  la  it  the  pnrpose  of  this  hill  to  abridge  or 
interfere  with  any  snch  lawful  trade.  The  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States  have  an  nnonestion- 
able  right  to  sell  arms  and  mnnitjons  of  war  to 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  belligerent  powers 
■who  come  here  to  purchase  them,  wl^out  any 
violation  of  onr  nentrol  obligations.  After  this 
pnrdiase  has  been  made,  the  bnyer  mnst  get 
these  articles  to  the  place  of  their  destination  as 
well  as  he  can.  If  they  are  captnred  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  oonnby,  by  the  forces 
of  his  enemy,  he  snstuns  tiie  loss ;  but  that  en- 
emy has  no  right  to  ask  our  GoTenunent  to 
prevent  saoh  sales.  Ag^n :  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  may  carry  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  for  sale  to  one  belligerent  nation  with- 
out violating  the  neutrality  of  his  coxmtry  tow- 
ards the  other.  Snch  a  trade  is  not  prohibited 
by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  true  that  such  ar- 
ticles, if  cf^tured  by  the  enemy  on  their  pas- 
sage, will  be  forfeited  as  contraband  of  war ; 
but  this  is  the  only  penalty  imposed  on  such  a 
trade  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  a  question 
in  whidi  the  Ooremment  of  the  neutral  conn- 
try  has  no  concern.  Onr  policy  has  ever  been 
to  promote  the  greatest  iroedom  commerce 
consistent  with  our  nentral  obligations.  As  t»> 
sards  onr  trade  by  sea  with  all  foreign  ni^i<»iB 
In  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  this  oHl  makes 
no  change. 

We  have  three  neighbors  on  our  frontiers, 
Canada,  Texas,  and  Mexico ;  and  tiie  duties  of 
good  neighborhood  required  something  more 
irom  us  in  relation  to  them  than  ooold  be  strict- 

E demanded  under  the  law  of  nations,  la. 
irope,  reciprocal  treati»  between  contermi- 
nous nations  generally  regulate  this  matter. 
In  order  to  preserve  peace  along  the  frontiers, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  such  regulations 
should  exist  It  is  against  all  reason  and  jus- 
tice, that  in  case  of  a  sudden  commotion  in  a 
n^^bning  oonntry  along  our  fix»ntien^  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Statea  should  be  permit- 
ted to  take  part  with  tlie  Insuigents,  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  vessels,  arms,  and  munitions 
of  war,  for  the  express  pnrpose  of  aiding  and 
as»stiog  in  such  hostilities.  If  this  be  tolerate 
ed,  then  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  people  aloi^ 
the  borders  of  our  country  to  force  the  whole 
nation  into  a  war,  whenever  any  number  of 
dissatisfied  individuals  rise  ag^nst  the  estab- 
lished Government  of  a  neighboring  State.  It 
is  our  duty  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  aiding 
in  every  revoiationory  nravemeut  agtunst  a 
neighboring  Govenunent.  To  prevent  and  to 
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remedy  snch  evils,  Is  the  sole  object  of  the 
present  bill.  This  bill  inflicts  no  penalties 
whatever :  it  is  a  measure  of  prevention,  not 
of  punishment.  The  first  section  provides  for 
the  seizure  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  which  may  be  found  therein^ 
which  is  abont  to  pass  onr  fivntier,  when  tho 
circnnutanoea  of  the  ease  shall  render  it  proba- 
ble that  she  is  destined  to  be  employed  m  car- 
rying on  hostilities  against  the  citizen^  sub- 
jects, or  property  of  a  conterminous  Meadlj 
State  or  Territory,  or  in  giving  aid  or  comfort 
to  the  persons  carrying  on  snch  hostilitieei  bj 
oonveymg  to  their  assistance  men,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war.  The  vessel  and  the  arms 
thus  seized  are  to  be  restored  to  the  owner,  as 
Boon  as  he  gives  security  that  they  shall  not  bo 
employed  in  violating  the  provtsions  of  the  bilL 
In  case  he  shall'  not  give  such  seonrity,  they 
will  be  detained  until  the  President  orders  them 
to  be  restored.  It  will  strike  every  Senator  at 
once,  thai  snoli  a  proviuon  is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  tranqidlnty  of  the  oonntry  altmg  the 
lakes  and  rivers  which  are  the  bonndaiieB  of 
our  t»ritory. 

The  second  section  makes  a  amilar  provision 
for  the  seizure  and  detention  of  arms  and  mimi- 
tions  of  'wax  belonging  to  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  tiie  circumstances  of  the  case 
render  it  probable  that  they  are  about  to  be 
carried  across  the  frontier  for  the  same  host^e 
purposes. 

Such  provisions  are  not  new  to  onr  law. 
The  10th  and  11th  sections  of  the  act  of  April, 
1818,  afford  a  precedent  for  the  first  two  sec- 
tions of  this  bid.  The  owner  of  any  vernal  de- 
scribed in  those  sections,  before  It  &  permitted 
to  leave  the  United  States,  is  oUigea  to  giro 
seonrity  that  it  shall  sot  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  against  a  friendly  power. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  CoL 
UcNabb,  commanding  a  portion  of  her  Britan- 
nic Miyesty's  forc^  in  Canada,  in  which  he  not 
only  avows  that  the  outrage  on  the  steamboat 
Caroline  was  committed  by  his  orders,  but  he 
^ories  in  the  deed.  He  fancies  that  a  captain 
m  the  royal  navy  has  acquired  fresh  laurels  hy 
becomiug  his  agent  in  conducting  this  cowardly 
attack  upon  our  unarmed  and  unsuspecting 
citizens.  If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  aggra- 
vate the  enormity  of  this  wanton  outrage  upon 
onr  territory  and  jurisdiction,  it  would  be  found 
in  its  open  avowal  of  justification  a  Britieh 
officer,  ni^  in  command.  The  BritiA  Gov- 
ernment would  have  had  an  equal  right  to  send 
one  of  their  ships  of  war  into  the  narbor  of 
Boston  or  New  York,  to  capture  any  American 
vessel  at  anchor  there,  which  they  suspected 
of  hostile  intentions  against  their  country.  The 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  tho  United  States 
over  our  own  territory  has  been  grossly  violat- 
ed ;  and  If  any  thing  could  prevent  him  from 
doing  his  duty  in  regard  to  this  bill,  it  would  be 
the  indignant  feelings  which  bad  been  exdted 
In  his  b^m     a  penisal  of  this  letter  of  OoL 
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UoKabb.  But  the  wrong  which  we  have  suf- 
fered ought  not  to  prevent  us  from  doiog  jus- 
tice. We  were  boond  to  perfton  our  dones 
towards  aU  natkmB ;  and  we  were  ImporatiTelj 
hound  to  demand  ai  the  British  Qownment  to 
hold  Oolong  HaSFabh  to  a  striet  aoooont  for  his 
oondoet. 

He  would  now  oonolude,  by  offiu*ing  three 
seotiotu  as  a  substitute  for  the  first  three  see- 
tHoua  of  the  bill.  The  purpose  was  to  render 
the  bill  more  specific. 

Mr.  RuQOLEs  hoped  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylTania  would  not  press  the  oonridertt^on  of 
his  amendment  at  the  present  time.  He  was  not 
now  prepared  to  sen'  what  effect  the  proTi^ons 
of  the  bill  would  naTenpon  die  condition  of 
things  on  our  Nmth-eastem  border.  It  is 
doabUess  ht  the  reodleolaon  of  the  oommittee, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  tecritcny  of  ICaine  Is 
BOW,  and  has  been  for  a  number  of  jears,  in 
the  possesion  of  Great  Britain.  If  troops  or 
arms  shoold  be  transported  into  that  part 
of  the  territory  of  Maine  hj  the  Government 
of  that  State,  for  the  purp(»e  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  and  defending  it,  would  it  be  a  violation 
of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  Justify  the 
I^esideat  in  ordering  tiieir  apprehension  and 
seizure !  If  this  Government  does  not  protect 
her  jurisdictional  rights,  he  trusted  she  would 
be  left  at  liberty  to  defend  her  own.  soiL  He 
said  it  was  understood  1^  deroatohea  had 
been  noeaUfy  reodved  tnm  the  BrttiBh  Gov- 
enunent,  or  are  Kxm  expeoted.  Tbcgr  ndght 
perhaps  oonttfn  somethiog  ftom  that  Govern- 
ment relating  to  the  subject  of  the  boundary. 
If  satiaiiBotory,  very  well.  If  the  matter  is  left 
where  it  has  been  fot  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years,  it  will  be  time  to  consider  whether  our 
relations  with  that  Govemmmt  require  the 
passage  of  this  blH,  or  what  mo^fiuHwu  it 
ought  to  receive. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said:  The  amendment  he 
had  proposed  to  this  biU  did  not  vary  its  sev- 
eral principles  in  any  respect ;  but  it  confined 
their  operation,  in  express  terms,  to  the  foreign 
States  and  colonieB  eonterminous  with  the 
United  States.  The  oommittee  thought  that 
the  bill  required  tlds  ammdment;  otiierwtoe  it 
mi^t  possibly  interfere  witli  the  (jeneral  law 
which  regulated  our  trade  with  foreign  Bations. 
If  the  Senator  (Mr.  BuQaLBs)  had  any  amend- 
ment to  ofi^er  in  reference  to  Maine,  it  would  be 
as  well  to  consider  it  now  as  at  any  other  time. 
The  oommittee  had  charged  him  with  the  duty 
of  bringing  forward  this  bill  at  the  earliest 
period,  and  it  was  bis  firalt,  perhaps,  that  it 
had  been  delayed  till  the  abolition  question  was 
determined. 

Mr.  BuGGLBs  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
by  that  Senator,  nor  by  the  Senate,  as  having 
'  any  dispoaitioa  to  throw  nnreaaonable  emW- 
rassments  in  the  mj  of  the  pKuress  of  the 
bin  He  alladed  to  the  information  we  have 
received  tids  mommg,  the  gross  and  fla- 
grant ontrwe  on  t2ie  iTiagara  firtmtier,  (tie  re- 
ferred to  l£ie  attack  npon,  and  destrootiMi  of 


the  OandinaJ  was  avowed  by  the  ocnnmanding 
offloer  in  that  vloinity,  as  having  been  oommiif 
ted  by  his  direction. 

Mr.  BuoHAKAH  o(»uidered  tliat  it  would  be 
very  unfortunate  if  the  cmestion  of  the  Midue 
boundary  should  be  mixed  up  with  the  mattera 
contain^  in  this  bilL  At  present,  he  under- 
stood from  high  authority,  that  an  answer 
was  daily  expected  at  the  Department  of  State, 
from  the  British  Government  to  the  last  prop- 
osition made  by  this  Government,  The  nego- 
tiation was  about  to  close ;  and,  at  this  mo- 
ment, to  take  the  question  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Executive,  would,  in  his  0[dnioii,  be  ex* 
ceedingly  ill-timed. 

The  amendment  did  no  more  than  to  define^ 
with  greater  predion,  the  objects  to  which  the 
bill  was  intended  to  ^iply. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  tiie 
bill  made  -Qie  wder  of  the  d^  fbr  to-morroir. 


HOnSX  OF  RBFBEBKKTATIVIBB, 

TraaDAT,  January  16. 
Mim$t^>pi  Meetion, 

Mr.  Bbobbon  moved  tiie  following  resohi* 

tions: 

JSraobad;  niat  &  a  FMitisB  and  Tfaomss  J.  Wort 
are  not  moinben  of  th«  2fith  Gongran,  and  are  not 
entitled  to  Bests  In  this  Honse. 

Mr.  WuB  moved  tiie  prellminaiy  motion  that 
the  gentlemen  referred  to  have  iMve  to  i^iear 
within  the  bar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bui.  referred  to  the  case  of  Arnold  of 
Tennessee,  and  proposed  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion so  as  to  maJte  ft  conform  to  the  preoedent 
establidied  in  that  oase^  as  follows : 

Xaobui,  That  B.  B.  ^entisa  and  Thomas  J. 
Word  have  leave  to  oocu[9  s^sts  witlun  the  bar  of 
this  House  pending  the  discuasioQ  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  upon  their  applicatim ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  speak  to  the  merita  ci 
their  tqiplicadon,  and  the  report  of  the  conunittee 
thereon. 

Mr.  WiBx  accepted  the  modification,  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Spbaexb  then  directed  the  officers  of 
the  House  to  provide  seats  for  Messrs.  Prentiss 
and  Word,  and  informed  them  that  they  were 
at  liberty  to  address  the  House  in  relcraon  to 
their  application. 

Mr.  HowABD  renewed  his  appUcation  to  pre- 
sent a  p^r  prepared  by  Mr.  Olasobnb,  one 
of  the  ^ting  members  who  was  ooi^ned  to 
his  bed  from  lUneaa,  whidi  was  read  as  follows : 

[kxtbact.] 
Mr,  CHmbomfa  Arffmuni. 
■  A  severe  illness,  which  confines  me  to  my  room, 
will  prevent  m;  taking  part,  personally,  in  the  dis> 
cossion  of  the  qoesttons  in  wniofa  I  am  interested, 
growing  oat  of  the  recent  deetioos  la  the  State  of 
MMmfpL  I  fied  it  to  be  jmpee  and  necossaiy, 
therefore,  to  coanaanicate,  b  wrhhig,  those  views 


Digitized  by 


Google 


614 


ABBIDGhMENT  OF  THB 


Mimim^  Xhalim, 


[85th  Coma. 


vhich,  vere  I  able,  I  should,  st  a  fitting  time,  eipress 
on  tiie  floor  of  the  Hoiue  of  BepresmtatiTcs.  Thia 
course  seema  to  be  the  more  reqnirite,  inumndi  u 
mj  ecdleague,  who  has  a  joint  interest  whh  me  in  the 
SDtgect,  is  alw>  confined  to  his  room  by  Indispoddon. 

I  am  MI7  aware  of  the  klndnesa  and  ability  of  the 
fiiends  who,  in  my  absence,  wilt  maintain  my  rights ; 
and  pertiaps  I  may  only  weaken  the  effect  of  their 
exertiooB  in  my  behalf,  by  wbrt  I  may  now  Bay.  I 
MUere,  too,  that  no  vams  adnntige  of  my  ifaeence 
would  be  taken  by  any  me  membw  of  ua  Honae. 
Bok  It  ll  right  that  the  riewa  entertuned  by  me 
ibouM  be  ezpreaaed,  in  joattce  to  m^eif,  bo  that, 
wbaterer  may  be  the  result,  there  may  remain  some 
erideooe  that  I  supported,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  cause  of  those  whose  rotes 
ontitled  me  to  a  seat  upon  the  floor ;  and  that  there 
aoay  be  no  ground  for  saying  hereafter,  that,  from 
orerweeidns  confidence,  or  carelessness,  or  doubt,  I 
did  not  vrmi  myself  of  the  best  opportunity  of  doing 
BO  that  drcnmstances  afibrded.  I  am  fblly  per- 
suaded, too,  that  tiie  gentlemen  who  claim  tiie  seats 
(rf  my  coUeague  and  myself,  would  themselves  prefer 
that  we  shomd  adopt  this  mode  of  presenting  our 
i^ewB  to  the  House ;  so  that  their  saooess,  were  they 
to  snooeed  eren,  mi^  not,  in  any  degree,  be  at- 
tribntaUe  to  onr  atMmoe  or  oar  sllenoe. 

At  the  special  sesdon  in  September  last,  the  House, 
after  fidl  inTestigatioo,  dedded  that  my  colleague  and 
myself  were  entitled  to  our  seats  for  the  entire  term 
of  tiie'  2Sth  Congress.  The  question  then  settied  was 
one  of  law,  aridng  out  of  the  Coostitotion  of  the 
United  States  aod  the  lam  (tf  dM  State  of  IDssiaitoiL 
The  only  facts  Involved  were  the  prodamation  <rf  the 
Oovemor  of  that  State,  and  the  consequent  dection, 
by  a  mtyority  of  votes,  of  my  oolleagoe  and  myself ; 
fiwjts  which  no  one  then  or  dnce  hta  i»«tended  to 
deny,  and  the  evidenee  of  which  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Eleetiona,  and  afterwards  before  the  House. 
Altbone^  we  were  tiie  only  pentois  claiming  seats  as 
memben  deet  ftom  WasliBippl,  the  decision  made 
in  our  ease  cannot  be  termed  an  ex  parU  one.  An 
txparU  decision  is  one  in  which  the  facts  on  one  side 
cn^  are  exhibited ;  or,  ^  the  facts  b^i^  exhiUted, 
the  a^^mnoit  on  one  aide  only  is  beard.  In  the  case 
of  my  coHeague  and  myself  our  right  to  qualify  was 
deided  and  put  in  issue,  when  we  presented  ourselves 
for  that  purpose,  before  the  House  was  organized. 
Tbe  affirmative  and  n^ttve  «[  the  proportion  were 
distinctly  made  out,  and  thdr  req)ective  supporters 
hi  the  Honaeweie  arrayed  a^nst  each  other.  Hy 
colleague  and  myself  were,  in  fact,  placed,  by  the 
course  that  was  pursued,  upon  the  deien^ve ;  and  in 
tbe  prolonged  debate  to  wnich  the  suty'ect  gave  rise, 
the  talent,  industir,  p«severaooe,  and  warmth  mani- 
fested on  both  aides,  left  nothing  unsaid  which,  by 
way  of  argument  or  lUustratlui,  oonld  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  qioestions  invtdrod  in  the  discuaaon. 
yeitlier  for  want  of  facts  nor  of  aigoment,  therefore, 
can  tbe  deddon  of  die  Honse,  in  September  last.  In 
the  matter  of  tbe  Hiadsdppi  election,  be  called  an  ez 
partt  one ;  but  it  most  be  considered  as  a  grave  and 
lolann  acyadicati<m  deliberately  made  by  the  c<Hnpe- 
ient  and  only  authority. 

The  question  that  now  presents  itself  is,  SbaD  the 
dedsioD  thus  made,  be  renewed,  to  the  end  that  it 
may  be  reversed ;  because,  differing  in  o[rfnion  from 
a  mqority  of  the  Honse  ai  Bepreaentatives,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Kisriirippi,  puiBuing  the  literal  tenor  of  a 
kw  of  that  State,  baa  ordered  a  new  election  to  fill  a 
■apposed  vacancy  in  its  repreeentation,  after  tin 


House  of  Bepresentatives,  tbe  tmly  eooetitational 
judge  in  the  matter,  had  determined  that  no  sodi  wa- 
can^existedt  Had  the  new  elecdoQ  not  been  order- 
ed, had  the  present  didmsnts  not  aweaied,  it  la  not 
for  a  moment  to  be  supposed  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  its  own  motion,  would  have  reversed 
its  dedsion  in  favor  of  my  colleague  and  myself,  at 
this  or  at  any  other  time.  Is  tiiere  any  thing  ia  the 
facts  which  requires  it  todosonowT  Has  say  new 
fact  necD— ly  to  a  coneet  deeUon  been  bro^riit  to 
light,  mioA  was  not  before  the  Committee  01  Eleo- 
tioQS  and  the  House  in  September  last  t 

I  have  heard  it  eoggested  that,  in  September,  the 
credentials  ot  my  colleague  and  mysdf  were  not  be- 
fore the  cfnnnuttee.  Mow,  it  is  well  known  thwfc  the 
credentials  of  a  member  ele<A  are  rardy,  if  ever,  de- 
manded, wh^  he  presents  himself  to  qnalUy ;  and 
that,  perhaps,  not  one-half  of  the  members  have  their 
credentials  in  their  posseasion,  All  that  is  neoeasanr 
is  satisfactory  evidence  of  tiie  election  of  tbe  individ- 
ual. Tbe  law  points  out  no  particular  mode  in 
which  this  is  to  be  given.  The  House,  wbidi,  by  Ae 
constitution,  is  "  the  judge  of  tbe  tUeiioiu,  nfiinu, 
and  qualificoHoiUj  of  its  own  members,"  is  tiie  jodge, 
necesBarify,  of  the  ttidnM  o£  tiidr  electim,  or,  in 
otlw  wotds,  tMr  eniuaUU*;  and  cms  hare  oe- 
eorred  fat  wUdi  the  Honse,  not  satisfied  with  tbe 
evidence  of  dectlon  presented,  has  taken  testimoiiT 
to  show  that  the  party  presenting  It  tm  recerred 
ill^al  votes;  and  therefore,  although  iioldmg  tho 
ordmary  credentials,  was  not  entitled  to  his  seat. 
The  credentialB  of  the  ordinary  fonn  are,  therefore, 
of  themsdves,  of  no  Unding  anthority;  ntd  If  the 
ezhibiUon  of  them  would  not  estop  an  examinatian 
into  our  title  to  our  seats,  the  want  of  them,  if  the 
House  were  satisfied  of  our  eledioQ  by  other  means, 
conid  not  defeat  oar  title :  this  is  evident.  Tike 
evidence  of  our  right  to  our  seats,  presented  hi  Sep- 
tember last,  was  a  statemcait  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  MMsriiqti,  onder  the  great  seal  ttfofllce,  of 
the  votes  cest  in  tbe  then  recent  (Joiy)  election.  Tte 
ordinary  certificate  of  election,  or  credentiida,  were 
forwarded  to  my  ooUeagne,  but  never  received 
him.  Those  sent  to  me  were  recdved ;  but,  per- 
ceiving that  they  contained  the  limitation  of  the  term 
of  service  mentioned  in  tiie  Governor's  writ  to  bfolA 
the  dectioQ,  we  applied  for,  and  obtained,  tbe  state- 
ment tarn  ihe  Bemtary  of  State  to  be  used  in  tteir 
atead.  AU  this  was  tUsdnctly  stated  by  ns  to  Oe 
Committee  of  Elections  in  September  last.  Now  the 
only  matter  whidi  appeared  in  the  credentials,  be- 
ddes  the  election  of  my  colleague  and  mysdf,  was^ 
that  we  were  dected  for  the.  cpecial  session  only. 
This  is  ail  that  is  pretended.  Bad  this  appeared  in 
the  credentials  only — had  we,  by  not  presenting  tbe 
credentials,  wittiheld  the  otdy  evidence  of  tUs  mat- 
ter, there  would  be  some  ground  for  the  soggestiau 
now  made,  that  tbe  credentials,  not  having  been  be- 
fore tbe  coDunittee  or  the  House,  aQ  the  facta  were 
not  presented ;  and  that  the  case,  at  this  time,  should 
be  reopened  to  let  in  a  new  fact.  But  is  this  so  * 
Why,  what  was  tbe  question  that  so  long  occupied 
the  attention  oftbe  House  in  September  r  IXdltnoC 
grow  out  of  the  very  fact,  now  pretended  to  be  n 
new  one,  that  tiie  Govemoi^s  writ  was  for  an  deotioa 
for  the  special  session  only  ?  Was  not  the  imly  que- 
tion  before  the  House,  the  question  whether  we  wne 
elected  for  tbe  special  session,  or  for  the  whde  term 
of  the  Congress?  And  is  it  not  strange  that  it 
should  be  ctmtended  now,  that  the  House  was  with- 
out evidence  of  tbe  fact,  tbe  existence  (tf  iriiitAt— Ibe 
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oncontroTftrted  truth  of  whicb — was  the  sole  cause 
of  all  tbe  protracted  and  ez<nted  debate  to  wtuch  the 
ITiflsiBupEd  electi(Hi  of  July  save  rise?  The  fact 
that  we  received  a  muorit;  of  U>e  votea  then  cart, 
waaaudeniable.  The  net  that  those  votea  were  glTen 
at  an  eleotiim  held  under  a  writ  <wderiiig  one  for  a 
less  period  than  the  entire  Googreaa,  was  also  nnde- 
ni^le;  and  ont  of  tUa  bet  grew  the  only  diacuadon 
that  took  plaoe. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  tliat  the  offidal  proo- 
Ikmation  of  the  Setvetary  of  State  of  Hisuerippi, 
■maming  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was 
not  pteaented  by  my  coUeagne  or  myaelf  to  the  oom- 
nuttea  in  Septembw  last  Sack  jnoelamadon  was 
never  ^ven  to  ua ;  but  if  it  had  been,  and  we  had 
presented  it,  it  would  have  only  amounted  to  proof; 
in  a  dUTerent  form,  of  that  of  which  other  proof  had 
already  satisfied  the  committee,  and  widm  was  not 
then,  nor  haa  it  ^ce  been,  dei^ed— our  election  by 
a  mumiity  of  the  votea  cast  undoF  a  writ  ord^iw  an 
election  for  a  leas  poiod  than  the  iritole  torn  ti  the 
Twenty-fifUt  Congnaa. 

I  have  thus  shown  that  there  were  no  facta  exist* 
ing  at  the  time  the  Houae  decided  the  lighta  of  my 
league  and  myaelf  to  our  seats,  which  were  not 
tiien  known  to  the  House ;  and  that  the  matter  now 
attested  aa  new,  ao  far  from  being  so,  is  the  very 
matter  that  gave  rise  to  the  discnssons  of  Septem- 
ber. The  t&ci  ia  independent  of  the  form  in  which 
it  iB  presented:  and,  whediw  the  Houae  vaa  in- 
lonnea  that  the  election  at  which  we  were  choaen 
repreaentativea  was  held  for  a  shorter  term  than  the 
whole  Gongiesa,  by  ^e  production  of  the  Govern- 
or's writ,  the  procUmation  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  «xhiUtion  of  eredmUala  in  the  ordinary  form, 
OT  mivflnal  adadarion  of  the  &at,  to  inunateilal,  if 
the  Sonse  waa  in  the  poaiesaion  of  the  fact  when  it 
cama  to  its  dednoo. 

JOHN  T.  H.  CLAIBOBNE. 

Jamtarjf  IS,  1838. 


ZH  SENATE. 
TvuDAT,  Jannary  16. 
Vtrnumt  Anti-Sla/very  Setolutiont, 

Mr.  Swut  said  he  had  given  notice  of  his 
intention  at  a  f atare  day  to  present  the  report 
and  reaolntioQs  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  irhich 
had  been  offered  on  s  fonner  occasion,  bnt 
withdrawn.  His  intention  was  not  to  bring 
them  before  the  Senate  until  the  discus^on  on 
tho  resolutions  introdnced  by  the  Senator  from 
Soiith  Carolina  ^Mr.  Calhoun)  bad  been  finish- 
ed. As  tiiAt  disomdon  waa  presomed  to  be 
terminated,  be  would  now  Introctnoe  tbem.  He 
would  offer  no  other  apology  for  presenting 
them  now,  than  the- duty  be  owed  to  his  State. 
The  resolutions  spoke  for  themselves ;  nor  did 
Vermont  req^uire  liim  to  vindicate  tbem  on  that 
floor.  He  expressed  his  regret,  however,  that 
they  should  have  been  bo  harshly  assailed  as 
tbey  bad  been.  Not  only  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  them,  but  the  motives  of  those  who 
adopted  them,  bad  been  adbjeots  of  unjust  ceu- 
Bure  and  reproach.  What  principles  were  as- 
aerted  that  should  call  forth  the  iaveotives  that 
bad  fidlen  from  gentlemen  on  the  oppodte  ricte 
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of  the  House  ?  It  was  contended  that  Congresa 
had  die  power,  and  it  was  respectfully  asked  to 
exercise  that  power,  in  abolishing  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  over  wbiob  it  waa 
presumed  to  have  exclusive  control.  Could 
any  just  exception  be  taken  to  that!  Nothing 
has  been  bintod  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont 
that  Congress  ought  to  interfere  with  slavery 
in  tiie  Btatea.  Soofa  an  opinirai  was  nowbere 
breathed  in  the  docnment  before  than.  One 
of  the  resolntitms  in  question  had  not  passed 
the  L^slature,  but  received  the  sanction  ot 
tiie  popular  branch  only,  that  might  have  as- 
serted doctrines  offensive  to  the  South.  It  was 
not  Vermont  only  that  waa  opnoaed  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  but  it  was  toe  general  feel- 
ing throughout  the  Northern  States.  The  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  which  was  looked  to  by  the 
Sonth  to  give  it  preponderance  over  the  North, 
was  presumed  by  many  to  involTe  principles  of 
high  national  importance. 

Mr.  Pbbbtob  presumed  the  document  would 
not  hare  been  preaented,  unless  under  author- 
ity of  command,  in  obedience  to  higher  powers, 
where  the  serrant  oould  exercise  no  discretion. 
Coming  from  a  sovereign  State,  we  were,  he 
presumed,  bound  tA  trei^  it  with  respect  and 
deference.  Vermont  certainly  bad  the  right 
to  come  here,  and  her  memorials  were  entitled 
to  reception  and  conrideration.  But  the  ques- 
tion  waa  whether  we  were  to  respect  that  Gov- 
eniment  more  than  this  Government.  Respeot 
was  certdnly  mutual  and  co-relative.  He  was 
disposed  to  speak  with  great  forbearance  on  the 
snl^ect.  Here  was  a  report  wantonly  present- 
ed, oharacterized  by  language  whichj  if  us^d 
by  any  individual  or  Stmator  of  this  body, 
woidd  be  rejected  with  dlsddn.  It  ue 
Sonth  is  ohuged  with  immorality  and  Irre- 
ligion ;  and  when,  with  becoming  ^Qgnily,  we 
repel  the  charge,  we  are  "uncoorteoas"  and 
"  offensive"  in  our  langoage.  Yes,  at  the  verj 
moment  of  presenting  to  tms  body  a  document^ 
in  language  so  justly  duracterized  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  as  fidse,  scandalous,  and  li- 
bellous— at  the  very  moment  of  presenting  a 
document  deliberately,  concocted  oy  order  of 
the  Vermont  Legidature,  the  member  present- 
ing it  oomplains  of  the  indignant  retort  of  thoee 
whose  feelings  are  outraged  and  insulted  by  it. 
While  we  are  at^matiz^  as  debauched,  sen- 
sual, immoral,  siufiil,  God-offen^n^  creatures, 
uid  when  we  ^eak  en  fknatics  and  moendiaries, 
we  are  rebuked  and  chidden.  Was  this  fair! 
wasitpn^rf  So  long  and  so  tamely  had  the 
South  borne  all  this,  that  when  a  propdr  reply 
was  made,  she  was  greeted  as  the  assailant: 
and  If  she  bore  it  much  longer,  Mr.  P.  wonld 
a^ree  that  she  was  all  she  had  been  repreeent- 

Hr.  PREimsa  waa  not  prepared  to  aay  there 
was  quite  aa  much  fervor  in  the  Legislature  of 
Vermont  as  waa  expressed  in  the  resolutions. 
As  far  as  be  was  concerned,  he  had  been  care- 
ful to  make  no  improper  or  exciting  remarks ; 
hB  had  not  only  a  nlgn  respeot  tor  the  people 
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(rf'tiie  SfHith ;  but  respect  thdr  fselloga  in  rela- 
tion to  tbeae  qaestioiu.  Hr.  P.,  faowever,  did 
not  like  to  hear  tbe  people  of  Venncnt  branded 
as  ftnatios  and  iDc^idiaries,  because  they  chose 
to  assert  the  ooostitational  power  of  Cungress 
to  aboli^  slavery  In  tlie  District  of  Golnm- 
Ua. 

Hr.  Oaluoun-  said  that,  as  a  States  rights 
man,  in  the  strongest  sense,  he  believed  that 
the  State  of  Vennont  had  a  right  to  come  there 
and  be  heard.  Upon  the  best  reflection  he 
oonld  give  to  the  satgect,  he  oonld  not  vote 
for  reacting  the  resolutions,  and,  on  the  other 
band,  he  conridered  the  langnage  to  be  so  ez- 
oepU<mable  that  be  oould  not  Tote  for  receiving 
them.  It  was  owing  to,  and  foreseeing  this 
diffionlty,  liiat  he  had  introdnoed  the  series  of 
TeiolaiionB^  on  the  same  snlfjeet^  whfoh  had 
been  so  recently  discussed  and  disposed  of;  and 
tiiongfa  he  made  no  complaint,  he  profoundly 
regr^ted  that  he  had  been  disappointed  in  si- 
ting a  direct  vote  on  one  important  principle 
involved.  Situated  as  he  was,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  South,  which  was  so  vilely  ca- 
lumniated in  these  resolntiona,  he  could  not 
vote  for  receiving  them. 

Ur.  Roans  ol»erved  &st  these  resolntions 
came  here  with  instmctions  to  the  Senators 
from  Vermont  to  nse  their  influence  to  carrr 
out  the  otjeots  for  which  they  were  passed. 
Tkaj  were  equally  hound,  he  oontinued,  to 
prMB  thou,  forward  and  get  than  acted  on  in 
that  body.  He  mtertdned  no  doubt  tliat  there 
wwe  assertions  cont^ned  in  these  resolutions 
thttt  he,  as  an  individual  Senator,  could  not 
allow  to  be  true.  On  the  other  hand,  as  they 
oame  from  a  soverngn  State,  he  oonld  not  say 
that  he  would  not  receive  them.  He  intended, 
therefore,  to  stand  neuter;  and  when  these  res- 
olntions f^onld  be  reoeived,  as  no  doubt  they 
would  be  by  the  votes  of  the  members  from  the 
non-Blaveholding  States,  and  referred,  he  trust- 
ed that  they  would  be  referred  to  a  committee 
from  those  States.  From  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee so  oonaUtated,  at  least  one  advantago 
would  he  gained :  we  shall  nnderstaud  tlmr 
true  podtlon  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  SiBANQB  renewed  his  motion  to  1^  the 
mtestion  of  the  reception  of  the  resolutions  on 
the  table — yeas  12,  nays  89. 

The  Cbaib  then  said  that  tite  resolutions 
were  before  the  Senate. 

"Hr,  Swift  moved  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Glat  of  Alabama,  said  that  If  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  printing,  he  hoped  thtkt  it 
would  be  divided,  and  taken  on  printing  t^e 
reaolntions  and  accompanying  report  separate- 
^.  He  wbhed  to  know  distinctly  whetxier  the 
Senate  would  lend  its  aid  to  the  pablioation  of 
soeh  ft  doenment  as  the  latter. 

ISx.  SwtR  then  varied  his  inotim,  so  as  to 
li^  an  tlie  p^wrs  m  tin  taUe,  vUoh  vaa 
i^eedto. 


HOnSK  OF  RSPBESENTAimCS. 

WnnnBDi.T,  Janurj  17. 

MiuuBtppi  SleetUm. 

The  House  resumed  the  oiHidderation  of  the 
Mississippi  election  case,  the  qnestions  pending 

being  as  follows : 
Ur.  Bronson  moved  the  following  resolution: 

RetolvtA,  Thst  Keosrs.  &  &  Prentin  and  T.  }. 
Word  we  not  members  of  tbe  S5th  Congreo,  ud 
are  not  entitled  to  th^r  seats  in  the  House  as  swAl 

The  question  i>ending  bdng  on  tlie  motion  <rf 
Mr.  Bbli,  who  on  yesterday  moTod  to  am»d 
by  striking  out  all  after  tl^  word  JBsmA^" 
and  insertmg  as  follows : 

"  That  the  resolirtjon  thb  House  of  the  Sd  of 
October  last,  declaring  that  Sunru.  J.  Gholsoit  and 
John  F.  H.  Claibobni  were  duly  elected  mmnben 
of  the  26th  Congreas,  was  agreed  to  without  a  knoiri- 
edge  of  alt  the  facts  iriiich  were  material  to  a  cnv 
red  dedsion  of  tbe  queati(m  presented,  and  titeauN 
is  hereby  rescinded." 

Retolvtd  fwther.  That  Ucwrs.  PrentSn  end  Werf 
were  duly  elected  m embers  of  the  S5th  Coogteaa,  torn 
the  State  of  MissiBsippi,  in  NoreedMr  lart,  ud  ut 
entitled  to  take  their  seats  as  such. 

Mr.  Fbkiit»  addreeaed  the  Hoaae  at  leng^ 
agidnatthe^ttingmmnbera;  and,  iritluntt  oon- 
dndioft  gave  way  to  Kr.  OHAmtEBB. 


m  smrATE. 

THUB8DAT,  Jannat7 18. 

ITtutral  SttlaUom. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  Am 
act  for  tiie  pnidshment  of  oertain  crimes  agvnA 
the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  aets  therein 
mentioned,  approved  the  80th  of  April,  181^ 
was  read  uie  third  time  and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEE8E1STATIVBB. 

Fbidat,  January  10. 

(kmaSa  Affinn. 

Hr.  FiLUfOKE  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  submit  the  following  resolution :  ^ 

BMolved,  That  the  Fkealdent  of  the  United  States 
be  reqnested,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  pabUc  in- 
teresta,  to  wmimanicate  to  tiiis  House  any  hiAx™** 
tion  posseaMd  by  him,  respecting  the  capture 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  at  ScblaenV 
during  the  night  of  the  £dth  of  December  last,  am 
the  murder  of  citizens  of  the  Ui^ted  States  on  botrd, 
and  all  the  particulars  thereof  not  heretofore  eom- 
munlc*ted.    And  especially  to  inform  the  Hoa» 
whether  said  capture  was  authorized,  ctHnmuided,  or 
sanctioned,  or  has  been  avowed  by  the  Britidi 
tiiorities  or  officers,  or  any  of  them.  And,  ils^ 
steps  have  been  td^en  by  him  to  obtabi  satimcM* 
from  the  Oovenmeni  of  Great  Brftdn  on  aoooat « 
add  ovfragea   And  to  cwnmnidcate  to  tbe  Hm"* 
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any  comspoDdence  relstire  thereto,  which  has  pused 
betweaa  the  QoTernmeat  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  or  aoy  (tf  the  puWe  anthoritua  of 
flilhar. 


IN  BZNATB. 
Fbidat,  Jannarf  19. 
Claim  ^Sichard  W.  Mtade. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  the 
late  Btoliard  W.  Meade  came  np. 

Hr.  HvBBASD  moved  to  recommit  the  hill, 
with  instruetiotia  to  amend  it,  by  striking  oat  the 
Bsoond  Beotitm,  and  snbstitntiog  that  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Oonneoticat,  (Ur.  HiLsa.) 
Bejeoted— yeas  17,  nays  24. 

The  qnestion  then  recnrring  on  the  passage 
of  the  bm — ^it  was  carried  by 

Tus. — HessTBL  Allen,  Bayard,  ^Naek,  Brown,  Bu- 
dianan,  Clay  of  Kentno^  Crittenden,  Cothbeit, 
lUtOB,  King,  Knirirt,  HoSWn,  Herridc,  Nididaa, 
"StsinSL  Preston,  lUTes,  Boane,  Bonthard,  Bpeoce, 
Swift,  Tdhnadge,  and  Walkei^28.  • 

Nats.— Hevn.  Calhoun,  Cby  of  Alabanw,  Clay- 
ton, Daris,  Habbard,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  ^eroe,  Rob- 
Wna,  Robinaon^Stnith  of  OonnecticQt,  Strange,  Tip- 
ttm,  ^nmam^  Wrij^  and  Tonng— lA. 


UoNDAT,  Jannaiy  SS. 

The  Vice  Fsbsident  commanicated  a  letter 
from  the  Hon.  John  Blaok,  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  resigning  his  seat  in  the 
Soiata  of  tiie  United  States;  which  was  read. 

uliit»i5Zas«v,  ofuZ  JstH-Tkua  Aimtaatim  Pati- 

JtT.  Mohair  presented  thememorisl  of  4,767 
women  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to 
abolidi  slavery  in  the  Dis^t  of  Oolnnabia,  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  to  suppress 
the  slave-trade  between  the  different  Statu,  also 
a  memorial  of  ninety-eight  women  of  Chester 
oonnty,  PennsylvaDia,  of  similar  import  Also 
a  memorial  from  Bobert  MoAlister  and  others, 

Itraying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  Immediate- 
7  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smusoa,  the  qaestton  as 
to  the  reception  of  tiie  above  petitions  was  laid 
on  the  table. 


BOTnS  OV  KBPRESENTATmB. 
TinsDAT,  January  24. 
Seminole  Indiaiu. 

Mr.  OiiiBBmjyQ  reported  a  bill,  making  q 
partial  appropriation  for  die  snppression  of  In- 
dian hostilities  for  the  year  1688,  and  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table,  to  be  read,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  another  from  the  acting 
Qaartermaster  Genend,  setting  forth  the  abso- 
lute necesrity  for  an  immediate  appropriation. 

Mr  O.  then  ejq)lained  that  he  had  been  onan- 
imoa^  instrnoted  hy  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
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and  Means  to  report  this  bill  of  one  million  of 
dollars,  the  amount  required  for  the  year  being 
12,480,000.  When  that  bill  ebonld  come  Mp, 
there  would,  undoubtedly,  be  a  general  debate; 
but  in  order  that  the  operations  of  the  War  De- 
partment mig^t  not  be  stopped,  and  that  the 
necessary  payments  might  be  made,  the  comnut- 
tee  had  directed  him  to  report  this  bill,  and  ask 
the  Hoose,  when  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  WIh^  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
go  at  once  into  oommittee  upon  it. 

Mr.  DowMiKG  expressed  bis  hope  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York  would 
prevail,  for  it  was  indispensable  that  this  bill 
should  bepassed  without  delay.  Two  thousand 
of  the  Florida  militia  have  been  ^banded 
without  having  been  paid.  If  this  course  is 
followed  up,  and  moneys  are  not  appropriated, 
the  result  will  be  that  the  people  in  mat  section 
of  countiT  wilt  lose  coofiaence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, aha  it  will  not  be  in  its  power  hereafter 
to  enlist  men  into  the  service.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion that  this  war  would  be  bronj^  to  a  Bpeedy 
termination,  if  the  means  were  pat  In  the  nands 
of  the  Qovenunent  for  carrying  it  cm;  and 
gentlemen  need  not  be  apprehensive  of  its  pro- 
longation. 

Ibe  bill  having  been  oommitted— the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  OoimoB 
in  the  chtur,  and  proceeded  to  its  considerstion. 
••Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  this  bill  did  not  also 
contun  ^propriations  for  other  branohes  of 
tlie  Indian  service. 

Mr.  Cambbbixno  s^d  this  bill  was  for  appro- 
l>riation8  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties generally. 

Mr.  Wni  aaid  fbia  Un  was  pre<usel  j  of  the 
oharaoter  wUch  he  expeoted,  befuie  tiie  Hoosb 
went  into  oommittee.  Instead  of  its  b^nga 
mere  partial  ^pnniriation  bill  for  the  immMi- 
ate  exigencies  ta  the  service  In  Florida,  it  was 
a  general  appropriation  hill  for  the  ezpenditurea 
in  the  Indian  servioe.  It  was  in  this  w^  that 
appropriations  were  extracted  from  this  House^ 
like  teeth,  without  the  proper  investigation 
and  inquiry.  The  officers  of  Government 
waited  natil  appropriations  were  immediately 
wanted,  and  then,  they  called  upon  the  House  to 
pass  them,  without  investigation,  without  in- 
quiry, and  without  discussion.  In  this  manner 
that  nine-tfihtha  if  not  all  of  the  ^ht,  nine,  or 
ten  milIi(Hisof  oollarB  which  had  bee^q>propii- 
ated  for  t^is  fatal,  disastrona,  diqgraoefiil  BanU 
n<de  oampugn,  had  been  obtained.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  delegate  from  Ilorida  that  the 
troops  bad  been  discharged  without  bung  paid; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  us  thia 
money  is  wantini^  without  exanunation  and 
without  debate.  Was  this  the  way  appropria* 
tions  were  to  be  made }  Would  any  corpora- 
tion or  company  take  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  pay  the  expenditures  of  this  disgraceful  In- 
dian war.  He,  for  one,  would  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  saying,  and  acting  out  what  be  said, 
that  he  wotdd  not  appropriate  another  dollar 
for  this  pttr|K>8^  until  he  had  some  informattrm 
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as  to  tbe  numnflT  in  Thich  fonner  wnq>ri»- 
tiona  had  been  expeaded,  and  until  be  had  cor- 
rect data  as  to  the  aom  now  needed.  He 
wished  to  know  how  mnoh  had  been  expended 
tor  steamboats  which  had  performed  no  service 
to  the  OoTemment,  and  the  amounts  paid  to 
heartless  contractors,  who  rendered  no  equiva- 
lent for  the  money  paid  them.  He  wished  in- 
formation, too,  in  relation  to  tbe  perfidy  which 
had  been  practised  by  the  officers  of  tbe  army 
towards  tnese  Indians,  with  ^  other  neces- 
sary information,  before  he  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  any  other  and  fiirtber  ^propriations ;  as  he 
believed  the  greatest  ontrages  had  been  commit- 
ted npon  them,  whitdi  was  the  only  resnm  of 
the  war  being  np. 

Hx.  Dowvnrch  atf  d  It  with  the  deepest 
regret  tiut  he  had  listened  to  the  leDurks  of 
file  gentleman  from  Tit^nia 

The  gentleman  had  charged  that  the  war  was 
Iniqaitons  in  its  inception,  hase  and  in&moos  in 
its  nses,  and  would  be  ridicnlons  in  its  ooncln- 
sion.  Bat  he  wonld  tell  that  gentleman,  and 
he  defied  contradiction,  that  the  war  was  based 
on  a  solemn  treaty  with  tbe  Indians,  made  de- 
liberately, and  with  their  ftJl  consent.  Hitii- 
erto,  there  had  not  been  tbe  slightest  charge 
against  its  validity ;  not  even  a  whisper  had 
been  breathed  about  unfairnefls  or  fraud.  The 
treaty  had  been  executed  on  the  part  of  Oor- 
emmeat,  not  in  a  hurried  manner,  bat  in  a  calm 
and  ddiberate  way ;  the  oUefe  on  the  part  of 
tbe  Indians  having  had  amjde  time  to  reflect 
and  eonnder  the  proposition.  But  it  was  wiUi 
the  Seminoles  as  it  was  with  the  Oherokees ; 
who,  after  having  received  our  money  before- 
hand fi3r  their  lands,  when  the  time  arrived  for 
their  evaoaation,  they  then  set  np  the  cry  of 
fraud,  of  nnfumess,  and  of  the  treaty  having 
been  made  without  their  consent,  etc. 

Tbe  gentleman  had  called  it  an  unfortanate 
war.  Bo  it  was.  The  war  had  peen  prolonged 
beyond  the  calonlation  of  any  human  being.  Its 
prolongation  had  been  caused  by  the  gentleman, 
and  the  friends  of  the  gentleman  who  now  op- 
posed the  wprc^ri^on.  U  was  weU  known, 
and  he  ehajfenged  proof  to  13ie  conbviy,  that 
every  offioer  endued  in  the  war  had  acted  his 
part  aealOQSly  and  effectively;  bnt  the  evil 
waa,  that  they  had  to  check  their  efforts,  be- 
cause they  were  compelled  to  bend  to  that 
symp^ycnanifested  so  generally  for  the  "  red 
man  "  in  the  North  and  otber  portions  of  the 
TTnion,  where  the  true  state  of  things  was  not 
known.  The  only  reason  that  the  war  was  not 
ended  long  ago,  was,  that  the  troops  had  been 
compelled  by  that  sympathy  to  hold  out  the 
white  flag  to  the  "  poor  devils,"  to  give  them 
time  to  make  peace,  when  they  were  entirely 
in  our  power.  Had  the  pec^  of  Florida  been 
permitted  to  adopt  their  own  measures,  and  if 
tiu  rope  and  tbe  gallows  had  been  used,  as  they 
woidd  in  ^6  case  of  white  men  comndtting 
snoh  enormitiee,  the  aSUr  woidd  have  been  set- 
tled long  before  this. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  atrodooa  conduct 


of  Hiese  villanoiu  ol^eots  of  sympathy — ikot- 
witbstanding  they  had  murdered  our  oitlzeo% 
destroyed  our  property  and  beBieaed  our  tovnu 
— ^notwithstan^g  all  thls^  yet  ute  graitlemaB 
refused  to  ^ent  an  appropriation  tat  pnrpose 
of  protectmg  our  dtizens  from  a  recurrence  of 
snoh  outrages.  The  white  men  of  the  Sooth 
might  be  bntcbered  by  hundreds,  and  the  act 
looked  upon  with  indifference ;  bat  when  col- 
ored skins  were  concerned,  then  it  was  that  aa 
outcry  was  rdsed.  It  was  tea  the  Indian  and 
the  negro  for  whom  public  sympathy  boiled  and 
bubbled  over. 

The  gentleman  had  intimated  that  the  pemte 
of  flmida  were  "fattening  upon  tiieq^n^tru^ 
tions."  Be  would  ask  that  gentieman  to  east 
his  eyes  npon  Hidr  desolated  dties,  th^  wasted 
and  impoTerished  conntiy.  Th<dr  lionea,  tbdr 
wagons,  their  proviricms  and  sustenance  were 
gone,  and  the  wfa<de  of  tb^  prq>erty  had  been 
destroyed  and  takoi  by  the  enemy.  Had  tbe 
gentieman  been  aUe  to  show  but  (me  in  stance 
where  the  public  money  had  Jell  to  the  share  cf 
the  fteople  of  Florida,  and  been  improperiy 
used ;  could  he  adduce  one  instance  of  frand  cm 
their  part  f  It  waa  true  that  charges  bad  been 
made  in  the  House,  through  the  mediom  of 
anonyomns  letters,  about  flO  being  paid  for 
wagons,  when  the  same  could  be  had  for  $5, 
etc ;  and  it  had  also  been  alleged  tlut  acertain 
quartermaster  had  taken  ai«odptform(»ethaii 
an  article  had  ea^itx  thepnrpoaectf  poclb^ang 
the  money.  But  were  tiicy  tbua  to  be  infln- 
enced  by  charges  throng  each  souroeal  If 
gentlemen  knew  of  any  such  oases  where  fraud 
had  been  practised,  it  was  their  duty  to  niake 
complaint  to  the  proper  department. 

Ur.  D.  then  allud«I  to  the  treachery  of  tbe 
Seminoles,  and  sud  be  was  ready  to  prove, 
that  although  here  they  pretendi^  to  desire 
peacei  yet  when  they  returned  to  their  tribes^ 
they  breathed  nothing  but  war.  He  adverted 
to  tbe  conduct  of  the  two  cbiefs,  Jumper  and 
Alligator,  in  instigating  tbe  enemy  to  hold  ont 
to  the  end  of  spring,  as  Oongress  would  make 
no  ^propriation,  etc 

It  has  been  oharged  by  ttie  gentleman  frna 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Uhdibwood,)  raat  there  were 
more  troops  in  Elorida  than  the  whole  number 
of  Seminoles,  including  sqoaws  and  children. 
For  his  part,  he  did  not  profess  to  know  the 
exact  number  of  the  enemy,  but  if  from  the  ob- 
stacles presented  it  was  found  that  ten  thousand 
troops  were  not  sufficient  why  it  waa  ihxax 
duty  to  send  twen^  thonsand. 

Mr.  D.  then  allnded  to  tbe  peooliarity  of  tbe 
Florida  war,  and  the  impossibility  of  meeting  the 
Indians  in  a  body,  so  as  to  attack  them  with 
any  chance  of  success.  They  are  scattwed 
OTer  the  country,  east,  west,  north,  and  mith ; 
they  are  here  and  there,  and  yet  nowhere.  He 
appealed  to  the  gentieman,  i^  for  the  aake  vi  a 
few  paltry  dol&rs,  they  would  saerifioe  the 
lives  of  our  troops,  when  %htiiigwith  a  white 
enemy,  by  sendmg  ont  <miy  a  oertaia  nmn- 
her.    when  the  war  commenoed,  it  was 
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thonght  that  an  appropriation  of  fire  millioiiB 
-wonM  be  saffioient.  He  tiiooght  so  too.  But 
because,  from  a  combination  of  unlooked-for 
events,  a  n^ter  amount  wan  required,  gentle- 
men complained  that  the  war  was  m^OBt,  and 
demanded  an  investigation, 

Hr,  CnxBT  defended  the  polio;  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  which,  he  insisted,  was  humane  and 
benevolent  The  sympathy  evinced  for  the 
tawny  red  men,  he  desoribed  to  be  of  the  same 
obaraiBtdT  as  the  hob^  prafnaed  far  ttie  raoe  a 
Utile  darker,  in  the  North.  When  he  found  his 
oonntiT  at  war,  he  was  not  for  stirring  to  in- 
quire into  its  origin,  or  to  investigate  Httle, 
petty,  miserable  mtidls  about  it,  but  to  take 
snob  measnres  as  would  be  most  likely  to  bring 
it  to  a  favorable  termination.  Whether  the 
Qovemment  had  pursued  the  best  coarse  or 
not,  whether  there  had  been  a  prodigal  ex- 
penditure, he  feared  there  had,  he  oomd  not 
say ;  but  he  was  for  oontinaing  the  war  with 
vigor,  on  the  old  New  England  plan,  where  the 
^dians  had  been  wholly  exterminated ;  for  it 
WW  &Iae  policy  and  false  philanthropy  to  carry 
on  a  fSaeble  war.  • 

iir.  EviRnT  expressed  his  T^«t  tbst  any 
debate  should  hare  arisen  on  this  subject  at 
thistime;  the  more  so,  because  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Hoiue  and  the  country  would  be 
perfectly  aatiafied  with  the  response  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  Hr.  E.*8  resolution  on  the  top- 
Ics  adverted  to  in  this  discnarfon.  This  was  m 
relation  to  the  capture  of  Osceola.  Another 
subject  upon  which  he  wished  to  make  a  re- 
mark or  two,  was  a  more  p^nftd  one,  viz :  in 
reference  to  the  capture  of  Sam  Jones  and  his 
companions.  He  had  every  reason  to  know  that 
these  men  eame  in  under  the  most  sacred  pledges, 
and  that  it  was  wttii  the  greatest  diSlcmty 
the  Oherolcee  delegation  could  indnoe  them  to 
come  in.  And  when  they  did,  what  was  Gen. 
Jesup's  first  proposition?  Why,  as  preliminary 
to  auy  negotiation,  that  those  people  should 
bring  in  weir  wives  and  children ;  and  what 
was  8am  Jones's  answer  i  Why,  t^at  he  never 
heard  of  such  a  preliminary  to  a  treaty  as  that 
of  surrendering  uie  children  and  arms,  and  that 
he  conld  not  assent  to  it. 

Mr.  £.  avowed  lumself  unwilling  to  carry  on 
this  war  any  longer,  though  he  was  not  for 
yielding.  He  wished  a  pacificatory  course  to  tte 
tried.  He  would  arm  the  Executive  with 
anthorify  and  appropriations  to  enable  him  to 
ternunate  it  paoificauy. 

Mr.  H^ma  laSd  he  had  risen  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  brli4^Dg  back  the  committee 
to  the  question  before  it  Some  weeks  ago  the 
Committee  of  Wa^  and  Ifoans  reported  a  bill 
to  cover  the  whole  sum  necessary  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  Since  that  bill  was  reported,  the 
committee  had  been  called  upon  or  notified  by 
the  War  Department,  that  drafts  were  lying 
over  for  services  already  performed,  and  sup- 
plies already  furnished,  and  there  was  no  money 
to  meet  them.  Upon  this  representation  ttw 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  eome  to  I2n 


[Jamuaxt,  1880. 

House  and  asked  a  anspension  a£  its  rules,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  oonsideriuf^  the  propriety  of 
mftking  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  soppres- 
uon  of  Indiai\  hostilities.  Now,  neither  the 
committee,  nor,  as  Mr.  H.  believed,  had  any 
other  friend  of  the  Administration,  who  pro- 
posed to  support  this  bill,  dengned  taking  the 
Honse  by  surprise.  The  very  doonment  read 
at  the  Owrk's  table  gave  to  the  Honse  the  infor- 
mation that  thisp^al  imm^riation  wiufaakad 
for  under  extraordinary  ciromnstanees ;  and  it 
was  eqnally  irell  known  that  the  bill  eoveriog 
tbe  whole  sum  estimated  for  the  aervf  oe  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  tlien  remained  nDtooohed, 
for  as  general,  liberal,  videntdisonsidon  as  gen- 
tIem«L  pleased.  Why,  then,  should  so  many 
irrelevSbt  topics  be  bronght  m  now? 

Mr.  WisB  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  one  million,"  and  iBsorting  "  five  hondrad 
tiioosand  dollars," 


WaDiSESDAT,  Juinary  24 

Seminole  War. 

The  House  went  into  committee,  Mr.  CcnnroB 
in  the  chur,  and  resumed  the  oonnderation  of 
the  bill 

The  qnestion  pending  was  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Wise  to  reduce  the  impropriaticm  from 
$1,000,000  to  $600,000. 

[The  ImII  iras  fbther  debated  by  Messn.  Cambre- 
leng,  Waddy  Thompeon,  Biddle,  Wise,  Underwood, 
Aittoii,  Olsscocb,  BTnom,  and  FOpe.] 


E^AT,  January  26. 

iXitrtftutim  e/Sooit. 

Mr.  Runuor  asked  leave  to  oBm  the  Amov- 
ing resdution : 

JResolved,  That  the  Cleik  be  directed  to  fbniidi 
SQch  membera  of  the  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  hare  not  received  the  same  under  f^mer 
<H4ers,  with  Ibo  Mlowing  bodts,  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  coQtiogent  fond  ci  this  H011B&  b^i^  such  as 
have  been  soi^died  to  membera  oC  the  last  ind  pre- 
eeifing  OoDgresB,  vis : 

'  The  IKplonutic  Correqxindaioe,  The  Document. 
aiy  ffistory  <^  the  Aevolidioo,  The  Land  Lam, 
American  Stste  JPspers,  Be^ster  of  IMbBtes,  Cob- 
tested  BeetMws,  snd  Oommerdal  Regul*U(HM,  Bliottfa 
Debate^  and  Euiott's  IM[aoautio  Code- 
But  notUng  hereitt  oootained  shall  be  coutnied 
to  authorise  the  reprintiiig  of  either  of  the  above 
worits. 

Mr.  Haires  tiiought  that  some  of  these  books 
had  never  been  Aimiahed  to  old  meml>ers. 

Mr  MoKat  would  be  ^ad  to  know  from  the 
gentleman  who  offered  this  resolution,  if  there 
was  not  a  proviso  attached  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  contingent  expenses,  ex- 
pressly prohibiting  any  portion  of  the  expen^- 
tore  to  be  made  therefrom,  except  for  the  or- 
dinary purposes  of  the  House.  In  re&reuoe  to 
the  merits  of  the  nsdlutloo,  he  said  it  was  a 
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praotioe  which,  if  not  pnt  a  stop  to,  would  form 
an  ind^oite  claim  nptm  the  Treaenry,  for  there 
Tonld  always  be  new  monbers,  and  mey  would 
dlirim  oopitt  of  all  the  bookB*ever  ^ven  to 
members  (rf-old  OongnwBoa.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  expense  this  resoIiiti<ni 
biTolved,  bat  he  supposed  somewhere  aboot 
forty  or  ftfty  thousand  dollars. 

Kr.  TiLUHOHAST  contended  that,  if  the  reso- 
InUon  embraced  the  same  boo^  heretofore 
ordered,  it  was  not  material  whether  the 
books  had  been  received  or  not  It  was  bnt 
right  and  fair  that  the  new  mMnbers  shonld  be 
placed  on  the  same  footnng  as  the  old.  If  it 
was  proper  for  the  nation  to  famish  books  to 
its  l^slators,  it  was  only  right  that  al^shonld 
be  fdmiabed  equally ;  and  if  there  was  any  dif- 
fbrenoe,  it  should  be  in  farw  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, who  might  be  supposed  to  be  more  in 
want  of  them  ihaa  the  old. 

ySi.  Bbonson,  in  reply  to  Ur.  MoKat,  re- 
marked that  the  contingent  appropriation  bHI 
hod  not  been  passed,  and  therefore  they  were 
not  tied  up  by  the  proviso  alluded  to. 

Kr.  OAiiBBBLBNa  apprehended  his  colleague 
was  mistaken  if  he  thought  the  proviso  would 
not  be  passed  by  the  House,  aiJess  the  present 
Congress  differed  very  essentially  in  opinion 
from  the  two  former  Oongresses.  It  had  been 
invariably  introduced  into  each  bill  for  the  last 
four  years,  and  was  designed  to  correct  what 
ICr.  O.  ocmudered  a  growing  abuse,  of  paying 
matters  entirelyforeign  to  it  oat  of  the  con- 
tingent flind.  whether  Uie  bo(^  were  por- 
ohased  or  not,  he  did  hope  that  iqtproprianons 
<tf  this  oharacter  would  not  be  chafed  upon  the 
toa&ugeat  fund  this  Honse,  by  wUoh  it  had 
been  enormously  increasing,  firom  year  to  year, 
by  the  action  of  the  House  itself.  If  tibis  q>pro- 
priati<ni  were  made,  let  it  be  done  by  law. 

Mr.  Bond  expressed  his  snrprise  that  the 
House  should  snspend  its  rules,  and  set  aside  all 
its  business,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a 
resolution  of  this  kiud;  a  resolution  lookmg 
alone  to  the  personal  ben^t  of  the  members. 
He  strennouBly  opposed  tibe  measare,  and  asked 
if  the  House  was  aware  of  the  expense  It  in- 
TolTedl  When  Uie  former  resdntion  was 
mder  ooni^dfiratloii,  he  reoc^eeted  that  a  then 
member  from  Tranesaee  (Mr.  Oave  Johnson) 
made  a  caloolation  demonstrating  that  it  was 
aboot  one  thousand  dollars  to  each  member, 
in  the  ager^ate  upwards  of  one  hondred 
thousand  dollars.  Ur.  B.  lusted  that  they 
had  no  right  in  the  present  exhausted  itate  of 
the  Treasury,  thus  to  give  to  themselves  the  peo- 
ple's money ;  and  if  Oongress  had  committed  a 
mistake  originally,  they  ought  to  correct  It 

Mr.  Rariden  inquired  of  Mr.  Bond,  if  under 
the  influence  of  the  opinions  he  had  expressed, 
he  had  allowed  himself  to  aooept  the  boola 
ordered  under  tiie  tatmeae  readntlona  of  the 
House. 

Ur.  BoHD  would  state  frankly,  that  the  books 
having  been  sent  to  Ids  lodgings,  he  bad  sent 
tikem  home)  and  should  do  so  again,  nnleat  un- 


der some  general  order  to  return  them,  wHdi 
he  should  willingly  yield  obedience  to ;  still  h« 
was  opposed  to  the  principle,  always  had  been, 
and  mould  oonthine  to  be  so. 

Ur.  UoEat  contended  thatnoproposatioofcH 
paying  money  oould  be  suthoriaed  without  be- 
ing committed.  The  iSaot  <Mr  the  eratingest 
bill  not  bdng  passed,  rather  fltrengthened  hit 
point. 

IN  BKNATS. 

FbnuLT,  January  96. 
Pre-emption  to  Actual  Settlen. 

The  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlen 
tm  the  pnblio  lands,  was  taken  up. 

tir.  Gun'BHvmr  o(mimented  <m  the  frsuA 
alleged  to  have  been  praotiaed  under  the  pre- 
emption laws,  submitted  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  setlJe- 
ment  and  cultivation,  and  to  insert,  hi  lien 
thereof,  the  following:  "by  actual  resideoee 
thereon,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1887,  and  the  cultivatiw  ot  at  least  one  am 
in  com,  and  oontanued  reridenoeand  eoltiTada 
to  this  time." 

Mr.  Walzeb  had  no  objection  to  defitunj 
mwe  accurately  the  habitation  and  cuHivation; 
but  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  confine 
tiie  ooltivation  to  com,  as  that  would  exclade 
a  great  many  meiitorioua  onltivators  who  ^ 
not  grow  thtt  article. 

.  Mr.  CuTf  of  Alabama,  auggeated  to  the  Ben- 
ator  ftt>m  Emtncky,  who  no  doubt  had  on^ 
in  view  the  defining  more  strictiy  an  actod 
settiement  and  cultivation,  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  striking  out "  corn,"  leaving  the  nstore 
of  the  cultivation  to  be  determined  oy  the  land 
office.  As  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  hsd  R- 
marked,  it  would  be  extremely  hard  to  confine 
the  cultivation  to  com,  as  many  cultirston 
bought  all  they  used,  though  he  (Mr.  0.)  re- 
garded it  as  a  very  iinudicions  way  <^  fenning, 
and  one  that  no  doubt  resulted  very  mncb  to 
the  advanbwie  of  the  constituents  of  Uie  gentle- 
man from  ^aitnoky,  as  there  were  times  when 
ev«T  bushd  of  com  canied  down  the  ICiss!^ 
dppi  was  worth  from  a  dollar  to  a  dollar  and 
dxty-five  cents  per  budiel. 

Ur.  OBRnmnir  modified  Ub  amendmnt  )ff 
adding  "wheat  and  cotton." 


HOtJeB  OF  BSPBESKHTATtTBa 

SATtTBDAT,  January  ST. 
J>utribu,tion  of  Booke. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution,  submitted 
by  "iSx.  Babiden,  for  the  distributicm  to  mem- 
bers of  certain  books. 

Ur.  UoBOAN  moved  the  previous  queetioD, 

which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 
Ur.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nq^  on  Uie 

main  question,  wUeh  was  (m  the  adopti<»  « 
the  original  xeaolirtlon,  aa  modified  by  the 
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mover,  which  were  ordered,  and  were— jeas 
118,  nays  71. 

Mia$u$ippi  Election. 

The  special  order  being  tiie  contested  election 
of  members  firom  Ifusiasippi,  was  called,  the 
qaeation  pending  Mr.  BbllV  amendment  to  the 
MBf^tttios  of  Hr.  Bb(»)60N  (ant^  p.  618.) 

Kr.  M^DBT  addreaaed  tlie  House  In  &tw  <tf 
tho  claim  of  ti^e  a^lioanta  to  a  seat  w  t2ke 
floor. 

l£r.  Bbohbon  was  not  snre  that  he  coold 
diake  any  of  the  potions  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man who  had  addressed  the  Honse,  (Ur. 
Tisa,)  but  he  yoold  try.  However,  he  could 
not  refrain  from  paying  a  tribnte  to  the  elo- 
quence and  zeal  with  which  the  gentleman  had 
defended  what  he  called  the  rights  of  the  State 
of  Hisdssippi.  The  question  had  t>een  pre- 
sented to  the  House  in  a  false  light  by  the  con- 
testants, for  he  contended  that  no  indignity 
whatever  had  been  offered  to  the  State  of 
UissisaipiH;  her  rii^ts  of  rcpresentaticm  had 
been  reqieoted  and  d^ianded,  and  tbe  nnq^ 
qnesUon  was,  a  question  between  individuals  as 
to  who  should  have  the  right  of  so  representing 
her. 

■  The  decision  of  the  Honse  at  the  late  special 
seesioD  was  a  judicial  decision,  and  conld  not  be 
altered;  and  Mr.  B.argaed  that  the  Governor  of 
Hisrisdppi  was  authorized  by  the  ooastitntitm 
to  fill  a  vacanoy.  He  portrayed  the  disastrous 
conseqaencea  which  would  ensue  if  the  various 
Legislatures  had  not  that  power.  The  oonntry 
might  be  ravaged  by  an  invading  enemy,  or 
might  be  at  war  with  ten  nations  at  once,  with- 
out havli^  the  power  of  calling  togettier  and 
ateopbli  ng  the  House  of  BeproBcntanvae  to  act 
on  Uie  snl^ect.  He  was  zblly  aware  of  the 
strength  of  the  argomenta  adduced  by  one  of 
the  contestants,  (Mr.  Fbaimss,)  viz :  that  the 
Governors  of  States  might  thus  antidpate,  de- 
faat)  or  destroy  the  regnuu*  election.  But  there 
was  not  tJie  slightest  probability  of  snoh  a 
course  ever  being  adopted;  and,  if  it  were, 
there  were  means  of  speedy  redress. 

Perhaps  tiie  moat  important  question,  after 
Mnnming  that  the  Governor  had  the  power, 
was,  "did  he  exercise  that  power!"  It  had 
been  contended  that  such  was  not  the  oas^ 
and  that  Mia  proolMnatitm  of  the  Governor 
wasanulli^.  ForhiBpart,hemaintaiDedtiliat 
the  Governor  had  a  right  to  fill  the  whole  va- 
cancy, or  none.  Therefore,^  if  the  gentlemen 
elected  in  Jidy  were  elected  at  aU,  they  were 
eteoted  ibr  Oie  whole  term  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Oongress. 

IN  SENATH. 
THITBSD1.T,  February  1. 
Ind^mident  Tr«atwry. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  impose  addi- 
tional duties  as  depositaries  upon  cert^  public 
offloers,  and  to  appoint  Beoeivera  Qoieral  of 
public  money,  Ao. 


[Fbbtcart,  188a 


The  amendments  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  WaiGHT,  one  to  authorize  the  Secret^  of 
the  Treasury  to  hire,  temporarily,  suibable 
rooms  for  the  offices  of  the  Keoeivers  General, 
and  the  other  providing  that  the  receipts  given 
by  the  Treasurer,  authorized  by  the  2d  sectiou, 
for  money  deposited  for  the  purchase  of  land, 
shall  not  be  n^otiable  by  transfer  or  as^gn> 
ment,  were  adopted. 

Hr.  Oaihocs  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
strikiug  out  the  21st  section,  wluoh  relates  to 
funding  the  surplus  that  may  be  in  the  Treaa* 
nry,  when  it  exceeds  four  millions,  by  inveet- 
ment  in  State  or  United  States  securities,  bear- 
ing interest 

Mr,  Wbioht  stated  that  this  provirion  was 
introduced  to  obviate  the  objections  of  those 
who  contended  that  the  biB  would  have  the 
effect  to  accumulate  money  in  the  Treasury. 

Hr.  Oalhoun  had  read  the  bill  with  great 
care,  and  considered  it  exceedingly  well  drawn, 
and  calculated  to  produce  the  most  benefloial 
e^ta.  But  this  provision  he  considered  not 
in  aooordance  with  its  general  prindples,  and 
he  tiwofore  wished  it  to  be  struck  out.  One 
of  the  most  important  oljeots  of  this  measure 
was  to  avoid  luving  a  surplus.  He  thought, 
therefore,  it  would  unprove  the  bill  to  strike 
out  the  section. 

Hr.  0  ALBovH^s  moti(ni  was  adopted— yeas  24^ 
nays  18. 

The  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  <it 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in. 


HOUSE  07  BEPREBENTAITVBBk 

FsmAT,  February  2. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  Mississippi  Election  case,  the  question 
being  on  the  amended  resolution  of  Mr.  Bbu.: 

"  jR«K>lv«dy  That  the  lesolatiw  of  tbla  House  of 
8d  of  October  Ust,  dedarit^  that  Sauvkl  J.  Oholbor 
and  JoHa  F.  H.  Claibokitx  were  duly  elected  mem- 
ben  of  the  2fith  Gongreas,  be  resdnded,  and  that 
Messn.  Gholson  and  Cuibobke  are  not  duly  eteoted 
members  of  the  2Stb  Congress." 

The  question  was  on  the  ftdlowlng  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  HowABD : 

"  JUtolved,  That  Messrs.  S.  S.  Frentiss  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  memben  of  the  2fith  CoDgresB." 

Hr.  Gaoxaov  edd :  Bis  colleague  and  him- 
self were  not  beftoe  the  people  at  the  NoveDt> 
ber  election,  and  they  dut^ctiy  stated  to  tha 
people,  in  a  printed  circular  addressed  to  them, 
tliat  they  were  not  candidates  upon  that  occa- 
sion. That  circular, was  published,  and  it  was 
announced,  at  least  in  all  the  Democratic  papers 
in  the  State,  tiiat  they  were  not  candidates. 
Mr.  G.  also  wrote  at  least  a  hundred  letters  to 
his  friends  in  diffsrent  puts  of  the  State,  declar- 
ing that,  in  consequence  of  that  dednon,  he 
was  not  a  can^date. 

In  twnity  ooontiea,  where  no  votes  were 
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givea  for  himself  and  his  colle^!;iie  in  the 
Kovemher  election,  they  reoeired  aboat  five 
thousand  votes  at  that  of  Jalj ;  thas  showing, 
condosivelj,  that  there  was  no  general  torn 
ont  of  the  people  at  the  November  election, 
Induced,  as  be  nrm]^  believed,  not  to  vote 
fbe  dedsion  ot  the  Eonse.  That  was  the  main 
&ot  he  wiahed  io  state.  The  Hoose^  by  its 
vote,  had  eaoA  the  deotion  of  JoW  wm  vcdd. 
Ur.  G.  was  as  well  saUsfied  wilb  that  deoidon 
as  any  one  else,  but  he  wished  ^em  to  vote, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  fiuts. 

He  had  good  gronnds  to  know  tbat  the  eleo- 
tion  in  many  other  connties  was  partial,  from 
the  fact  of  his  colleague  and  himself  not  being 
before  the  people,  and  therefore,  hj  no  kind  of 
calculation,  was  the  strength  of  parties  tested 
in  November.  The  people  had  been  misled  by 
the  deddon  of  the  House. 


UoNixAT,  February  5. 

Mittitrippi  Cojitwted  Election, 

Ifr.  HoKat  proposed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Karjland,  that  as  the  gentleman  feom.  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Bbix,)  on  Saturday  had  raised  some 
critical  objections,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  modified  so  as  to  conform  to  former 
precedeuts  of  the  House,  declaring  that  the 
gentiemea  claiming  seats  (Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
Word)  were  not  so  entitled. 

Hr.  HowABD  said  that  he  had  drafted  his 
resolntion  in  this  way  in  the  first  i^ace,  but 
had  modified  it  afterwards  at  the  snggestion 
of  anoe  gentlemoL  He  thai  modlmd  hia 
smendmait  as  fidlows:  "and  that  Messrs. 
Prentiss  and  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  on 
this  floor  as  members  of  the  20th  Oonjpress.*' 

Hr.  OosHiuir  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Upland,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Hr.  Howabd's 
amendment,  declaring  "that  Messrs.  Prentiss 
and  Word  are  not  entitied  to  seats  in  this 
House,  as  members  of  the  26tb  Oongress,"  and 
decided — yeas  117,  nays  117. 

The  Ohair  voted  in  the  affirmative,  so  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Psssnaa^  one  of  the  oontestaats,  ad- 
dressed the  Hoose  at  some  length,  protesting 
against  the  dedrion  of  l^e  Honse,  so  fltr  as  it 
was  made,  depriving  the  people  of  Hissisaippi 
of  a  representation  on  this  fioor,  replying  to 
remarks  of  gentlemen  made  on  former  occa- 
sions, and  dedaring  that,  if  be  was  spared  life 
tin  the  next  sesnon  of  Congress,  and  he  saw 
any  prospect  of  then  having  justice  done  the 
people  of  Missis^ppi,  he  would  again  present 
nlmself,  and  see  if  he  ooold  not  have  this  nn- 
coDstitutional  resolntion  rescinded,  as  the  one 
was  which  was  adopted  in  September  last. 
The  question  recurred  on  the  resolntion  as 


Hr.  XTtinKBWOOD  called  for  a  divinon  of  the 
question,  bo  as  to  take  the  vote  oa  the  first 


part,  rescinding  the  resolntioa  of  September 
last;  and  on  tms  part  of  the  resoluticm  there 
were — ^yeas  121,  nays  118. 

On  uie  second  branch  of  the  resolatim, 
declaring  *'  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  aire 
not  entiued  to  seats  in  this  Honse,  aa  memben 
of  the  26th  Congress,"— yeas  118,  nays  116. 

On  the  tiiird  branch  of  the  resiuntlai,  direct- 
ing the  Speaker  to  inform  the  Govenor  of 
Ui«Bdppi  of  iha  dedd(m  <tf  the  Honse^ — yeas 
129^  nays  68. 

IS  SBNATS. 

UoHDJLT,  Febmary,6. 

Independent  Treatury. 

The  Independent  Treasury  bill  was  taken  ap^ 
the  amendment  <Hf  Hr.  Bivbs  being  oiuler  ecm- 
sideration. 

Hr.  fiivBB  said  be  indulged  the  hope  thei^ 
after  the  ^ure  <tf  this  measure  in  we  other 
branch  of  the  National  Legialatiire,  and  the 
opinions  so  dearly  manifested  by  uie  recent 
elections,  that  this  subject  would  not  agun  haTe 
been  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
Senata  but  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
would  have  presented  some  scheme  upon  which 
the  great  interests  of  the  country  might  have 
harmonized,  Mr.  K.  contended  that  this  bill 
was  a  reproduction  of  that  of  the  last  seauon, 
with  additional  deformity  of  feature,  oaloulated 
to  increase  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  to 
a  far  greater  extent,  and  with  the  same  tendency 
to  create  disorder  and  convulsion  in  the  cur- 
rency. Hr,  B.  qmke  until  near  4  o^doek,  and 

Sive  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn,  withoot  hnv- 
g  wmdtided  his  aignmeuk 


WxDmsD^T,  February  7. 
Oregon  Territory. 
Hr.  Lnnr,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a  bill 
authorizing  the  ocoupatiou  of  the  Columbia  or 
Oregon  Biver,  [eBtahlishiiu;  a  territory  north 
of  latitude  42  degrees,  and  west  of  the  Roc^ 
Monntiuns,  tq  be  called  the  Oregon  Territory ; 
authorizing  tJie  establishing  of  a  fort  on  taat 
river,  and  the  ooooMtion  of  the  coontry  bj 
the  military  foroe  of  tiie  United  States:  estab- 
lishing a  port  <^  entry,  and  requiring  that  flie 
oonnt^  should  then  be  hdd  soltJeot  to  tlie 
Revenue  laws  of  tiie  United  States;  with  en 
appropriation  of  |60,000.] 

Hr.  Limi  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afi^airs.  He  expressed  his 
regret  that  some  other  Senator  had  not  moved 
in  this  matter ;  he  had  failed  in  his  endeavors 
to  that  effect,  and  had  in  consequence  now 
presented  the  subject  himself,  as  one  of  great 
importance.  There  was  reason  to  apprehend 
that  if  this  Territory  should  be  neglected,  in 
the  course  of  five  years  it  would  pass  from  our 
possession. 

Mr.  Cut,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thought  the 
Senator  and  the  committee  would  do  woU  to 
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make  iiupiiriea  as  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
pment  treaty  with  Great  Britidii,  and  whether 
we  ooold  oooapy  this  country  now  without 
giTing  eanse  of  offence.  The  country  had  been 
taken  possession  of  by  Great  Britun,  in  contra- 
vention of  the  treaty  <tf  Ghent.  There  was  a 
olaose  in  ^at  treaty,  or  rather  a  word,  which 
was  intented  to  cover  this  identical  case,  con- 
nected with  the  Oregon,  and  which  covered  no 
other  case.  It  was  founded  on  these  ciroom- 
stances :  A  settlement  had  been  made  on  the 
Oregon  by  Hr.  Astor,  and  the  ^stablidiment 
was  called  Astoria  Ihiring  the  war  it  was 
taken  possession  of  by  a  British  armed  vessel 
In  the  Btipniation  of  the  mntnal  surrender  by 
the  two  countries  of  places  taken  dnring  the 
war,  Ur.  C.  had  introdnced  the  word  "  jWMM- 
fion  "  as  descriptive  of  the  hold  which  we  had 
on  the  Or^n  country  prior  to  tiie  war. 

Mr.  Lnm  said  be  was  aware  of  that  providon, 
and  it  was  his  intention  that  the  Inqniry  should 
be  made.  Ue  desdgned  to  get  all  the  informar 
tion  he  could  on  we  subjeet,  and  lay  it  before 
the  committee  or  the  Senate,  that  the  Senate 
might  make  such  modifications  of  the  bill  as 
they  mig^t  think  proper.  He  wished  the  bill 
to  be  made  as  perfect  as  it  could  be, 

Mr.  BnoHAirur  was  very  glad  that  his  Mend 
ftom  Miasonri  had  mored  in  this  bosineBS;  and 
he  had  dcme  himself  injiutioe  when  he  said  it 
might  have  been  moved  more  appropriately  by 
another  person.  The  time  had  come  when  we 
onght  to  assert  our  right  to  the  Orwon  country, 
or  abandon  it  fprerer.  We  know,  dj  informa- 
tion received  from  an  agent  of  the  Government, 
tiiat  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  were  establish- 
ing forts  in  that  quarter,  cutting  down  the  timbw 
and  conveying  ft  to  market,  and  acquiring  the 
alliance  of  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  while  they 
had  been  thns  proceeding,  we  had  patiently 
looked  on  during  a  long  p«iod  of  years.  Onr 
light  onriit  to  be  now  asserted ;  but  it  should 
be  done  hi  a  prudent  and  delicate  manner.  We 
were  ohligea  by  the  treaty  to  (^ve  a  year's 
notioe.  Tha  thne  had  amved  to  setda  this 
question,  and  there  were  too  many  sudi  ques- 
tions nnsettled  with  the  British  Government 
Uready.  While  we  should  be  oareftil  to  vitiate 
no  treaty  stipnlations,  we  ought  pn»nptiy  to 
assert  onr  right  to  this  country. 

Hr.  Bkkton  urged  the  propriety  of  having 
this  subject  referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  of 
which  bis  colleague  should  be  the  chabman :  he 
knew  of  no  one  better  qualified. 

Mr.  Linn  withdrew  his  motion  of  reference 
to  the  Military  Committee,  and  the  subject  was 
T^Brred  to  a  Select  Oonuntttee  of  Ove,  i^ 
which  the  Vioi  pBEStDmrr  was  airtihorized  to 
make  the  i4>pointment. 


TtTKSDAT,  February  18. 

Indq^endent  Treamry. 

Mr.  NiLBS  finished  at  a  late  boor,  the  veiy 
able  qweoh  whloh  he  oommenoed  yesterday  In 


opposition  to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mir. 
RiviB,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  bill.  Mr. 
K.  said  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia  seemed 
to  think  that  his  twenty-five  banks  constituted 
the  whole  country ;  but  what  constituted  the 
whole  country  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  N.,  was 
the  producing  classes,  who  were  swindled  ont 
of  their  labor  throng  the  paper  system.  Mr. 
N.  glanced  at  the  rotten  state  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  country,  and  its-  vast  increase  of 
paper,  (in  some  instances  forty-one  dollars  for 
one  of  spede,)  until  it  had  blown  up,  exploded, 
and  scattered  rain  for  and  wide.  There  were 
banks,  he  said,  that  had  not  yet  broken,  but 
mre  now  roorang  and  trembling;  so  much  sa 
that  persona  in  tneir  immediate  ueighborhooa 
would  keep  their  notes  no  longer  than  they 
oould  get  rid  of  tiiem ;  and  yet  we  were  called 
on  to  depodt  the  treasures  of  Government,  the 
common  property  of  the  people,  in  banks  like 
tliese. '  That  the  currency  of  Uie  nation  was 
in  a  deplorable  condition,  all  admitted;  but 
the  remedy  was  the  sutgect  of  dispute.  The 
question  was  one  of  vast  magnitade,  and  of 
vital  importance  to  the  people  of  the  nation, 
and  it  was  deeply  to  be  regretted  ttiat  it  should 
have  become  mixed  with  politics;  but,  un- 
fortunately, it  had  so,  and  all  the  evils  were 
chaived  upcm  the  present  Administratiw ;  how 
jtis^,  would  be  left  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  to  determine.  What  had  the  Admiids- 
tration  sought  to  do  ?  Merely  to  increase  the 
metallic  currency,  which  it  had  effected  to  a 
very  oonuderable  extent,  and  to  suppress  tiie 
issue  of  small  notes.  This  was  air  that  hod 
been  done  by  the  present  or  past  Administra- 
tion to  derange  the  currency  of  the  country. 
Some  gentiemen  contended  that  it  was  "  tamper- 
ing with  the  currency  "  that  had  broueht  on  its 
present  deranged  state.  As  well,  sud  Mr.  N., 
might  we  chflJTge  temperance  societies  with  all 
the  dmnkenneee  that  ocoorred,  beoanse  th^ 
were  tampering  with  sobriety. 


HOUSE  07  BEFBBBENTATXVm 

WmmtsDAT,  February  14. 

860  Antir^mary  and  anti^Ttxa*  AwMuOiiam 
Petitiotu. 

Mr.  Joim  Q.  Adaus  stated  that  he  had  before 
htm  abont  three  hundred  and  fifty  petitions^ 
^gned  by  between  thirty-four  and  thirty-five 
thousand  names,  which  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  present  to  this  House.  He  wished  to  do 
so  with  as  littie  consumptioi  of  tiie  time  of 
the  House  as  posriUe.  He  had,  theratore,  been 
obliged  to  alter  the  manner  punned  h«wt(rflDre 
in  presenting  petitions  separately,  one  by  one, 
announdng  the  place  from  whi<»i  tiie  petitions 
came,  the  name  of  the  first  petitioner,  and  the 
number  of  names  signed  to  such  petitiMis; 
instead  of  which  he  proposed  now  to  offer  them 
by  classes,  stating  the  number  of  petitions  in 
each  class,  and  as  well  as  he  could,  the  number 
(tf  petitiMien  inoloded  in  each.  He  vonld 
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state,  however^  that  he  had  a  considerable 
nnmber  of  petitiona  in  relation  to  whioh  he 
himself  eat«rtained  donbts  as  to  whether  they 
came  onder  the  general  order  of  die  Honse, 
which  prescribed  that  petitions  of  a  certain 
desoiptioa  shoald  be  laid  upon  the  table  with- 
out reading,  or  any  oUier  action  oi  the  Honse 
being  taken  upon  tliem.  It  has  happened,  that 
in  consMiuence  of  the  decision  of  this  and 
former  Houses  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the 
right  of  petition,  a  great  degree  of  excitement 
has  been  produced  in  a  ceitcun  portion  of  the 
country,  and  the  effect  of  this  proceeding,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  of  tne  excitement 
occasioned  by  them,  had  tended  very  much  to 
multiply  these  petitions,  which  the  House  ap- 
pears to  be  80  little  disposed  to  receive  and  to 
treat  in  the  manner  in  which,  in  his  opinion, 
all  respectfiil  and  dment  petitions  ought  to  be 
treated.  One  of  the  oonseqaences  of  uiacourse 
of  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  House  was, 
that  petitions  were  sent  to  him  oS  an  anony- 
mons  character,  ambiguous  and  equivocal. 
These  were  of  two  descriptions.  One  descrip- 
tion came  from  a  geographical  portion  of  this 
country  very  much  attached  to  the  right  of 
petition,  and  opposed  to  the  order  of  tiie  Honse 
on  this  subject,  and  some  of  tiiem  would  not 
come  under  tliat  rule. 

Mr.  PioEBNS  desired  to  know  if  this  question 
was  to  be  opened  up  in  this  direct  manner,  that 
he  might  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 

The  Chaib  stated  what  the  usual  course  was 
in  relation  to  tiie  presentation  of  petitions. 

Mr.  Adahs  proceeded  to  present  his  peti- 
tions, some  swarat^,  and  stnne  by  daaseo^ 
some  of  whi(m  were  referred.  Those  which 
related  to  tho  question  of  slavery  were  Idd  on 
the  table,  under  order  of  the  House ;  those  in 
relation  to  tiie  annexation  of  Texas,  those  pray- 
ing for  a  repeal  of  the  order  of  the  Boose,  and 
all  others  which  were  supposed  to  relate  in 
any  way  to  slavery,  were  hud  on  tiie  tal^  on 
motions  made  to  that  effect. 

EaiD&T,  Febmary  10. 
Nbrthem  Fnatier. 

Hr.  HowAED  stated  tliat  he  had  received  last 
i^sht  a  oommnnioation  fiom  the  Beoretary  <xf 
War,  enoloring  some  papery  whidi  satiimed 
bim  that  it  was  his  dni^  to  move  the  Hoose  to 
snspend  its  rule,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill 
now  for  the  preservation  of  peace  on  our  fron- 
tier. The  purport  of  the  papers  was  to  show 
that  an  expedition  was  preparing  on  the  south 
mde  of  Lake  Erie  to  invade  Canada,  and  the 
information  rested  upon  the  authority  of  an 
eye  witness,  a  naval  officer,  who  saw  the  as- 
semblage, theit  collection  of  arms,  and  aaw 
them  in  march. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  HowABD  explained  the  principles  of  the 
bill  and  the  amenunent  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fweign  Affairs,  which  amendment 
he  himself  did  not  feel  very  solicitous  about 


The  great  object  which  the  committee  kept  in 
view  was  to  provide  the  means  <tf  executing 
our,  duties  towards  other  countries,  withoot 
interfering  with  what  had  in  this  oouotrf 
always  been  considered  a  legal  and  justifiable 
trade  between  tiie  (dtizens  of  tiiis  aad  (rf  a 
foreign  counti-y,  and  it  waa  the  ocmndoatioii 
of  tliia  point  which  had  caused  much  deli^  and 
difficulty  in  the  committee.  'When  two  nationa 
are  engaged  in  war,  the  right  of  tiie  merchants 
of  this  country  to  furnish  either  party  with, 
provisions  SiPU  munitions,  had  always  beoi 
claimed  and  exercised,  and  there  was  np  dis- 
position in  tiie  committee  to  infringe  this  right. 
The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  have  this 
right  remun  upon  the  same  footing  on  which 
it  formerly  stood;  but  at  the  same  time  our 
Government  was  bound  to  prevent  our  ditizens 
from  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  a  neighboring 
Qovemmenl^  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  np 
insurreoticoi— of  kee^ng  np  a  civil  war.  If 
this  was  permitted  to  be  done^  the  war  mi^t 
be  rolled  baok  iq>on  tu,  and  we  would  wimer 
for  the  indiscretion  of  a  f^w  of  our  dtiaena. 

Mr.  HoLSBT  thought  we  ought  to  pause  be- 
fore we  made  any  fundamental  altoration  in 
those  principles  in  relation  to  our  export  tradc^ 
which  bad  existed  since  the  foundation  of  our 
Oovernment  He  conudered  that  our  mtizens 
had  a  perfect  right  to  carry  on  a  trade  with 
either  of  the  belligerent  partis  in  a  neighbor- 
ing Government,  where  a  foreign  war  existed, 
without  affecting  the  neutrality  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  Would  bo  sorry  to  see  any  re- 
strictions imposed  up<»i  this  just  and  proper 
trade,  such  as  he  feaied  tlua  biU  would  impose. 
The  proper  proviucra  to  make  on  this  sal^ect^ 
would  be  to  prevoit  oor  dtizena  fr(«n  inter- 
fering peracouuly  in  a  dispute  in  a  neighboring 
Government;  but  tiiis  bill  went  far  beycoia 
that,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment, or  the  officers  of  the  Government,  to 
seize  any  vessels  having  on  board  arms,  or  any 
other  tUngs  which  it  was  supposed  it  was  con- 
veying into  a  neigliboring  territory,  for  the 
piupose  of  being  used  there  for  canying  on  the 
war.  He  was  not  disposed  to  go  this  far  in 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  or 
the  officers  of  the  Government,  to  use  this 
discretionary  power  to  the  pr^ndice  of  the 
dtizen,  or  the  seizure  of  the  pn»>ert7  <3&  the 
dtizen.  Our  dtizens  had  a  perfect  right  to 
trade  with  either  the  contending  parties  to 
a  war  which  might  be  going  on  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Eurwe,  without  compromitting  the 
neutrality  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  would 
not  now  consent,  by  his  vote,  to  have  such 
restrictions  as  were  proposed  by  this  bill  im- 
posed on  the  citizens  of  this  country.  The 
framers  of  our  constitution  had  guarded  our 
export  trade  so  that  no  restrictions  should  be 
imposed  upon  it  in  the  sh^  of  a  tax ;  and 
why  should  we  in  this  manner  attempt  to  place 
reatricti<ms  upon  it,  in  oontraveution  of  tiie 
spirit  of  the  ooautitntiiH),  if  not  the  letter 
of  it 
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Mr.  LooHia  reriewed  the  dreomstanoea  coq- 
neoted  with  the  reoeot  distnrbanoes  upon  the 
Canada  frontier.  There  vu  a  long  une  of 
fronttor,  separating  the  two  comitriea  from 
each  other,  yet  placing  bo  narrow  a  harrier 
between  them,  as  to  render  it  impoBnhle  that 
local  distnrbances  breaking  ont  on  one  aide  of 
that  line  nhonld  not  spread  to  the  otha.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  American  side  were  pecu- 
liarly sensitive  on  this  point.  Their  native 
love  of  liberty,  and  deep-rooted  hatred  of  tyr- 
anny, were  inflamed,  very  natnrally,  whenever 
an  appeal  was  made  to  those  noble  pnnoiples. 
Thos  it  happened  that  they  were  very  easily 
led  to  take  a  deep  Interest,  if  not  an  active 
part,  in  those  stmn^les. 

He  deemed  the  bill  inefficient  to  answer  the 
end  it  proftaaes  to  reach.  What  did  it  prcpose 
to  dof  To  give  to  United  States  marshda, 
depnty  marshals,  and  other  officers,  power  to 
seize,  withoat  process  of  law,  or  any  other 
limitt^on  than  their  own  individual  discretion, 
any  vessel,  or  vehicle,  soepeoted  of  being  nsed 
for  the  purpose  of  bearing  arms  or  munitions 
of  war  into  the  oonterminons  country,  to  aid 
in  its  oivU  contests,  and  to  detain  them  until 
satisfactory  snrety  should  be  given  that  they 
should  not  oe  nsed.  Suppose  the  officer  in 
whom  this  citraordinary  power  was  vested,  to 
have  exerdsed  his  discreticm,  and,  in  execu- 
tion this  power,  to  have  seized  the  property 
td  a  dtizen:  what  does  the  latter  dot  The 
bonds  are  fixed;  It  mar  be  assomed,  fairly 
fixed ;  the  surety  Is  finmd,  and  the  party  pro- 
ceeds on  hia  way  over  the  line,  into  uie  awoin- 

Soonntry,  in  the  very  face  and  eyes  <x  tibe 
oers  of  Government.  Who  is  to  prevent 
this?  Kothing  in  this  law  gives  any  power  of 
prevention  to  anybody.  What  becomes  of 
the  bond  ?  It  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  these 
officers ;  perhaps  it  may,  by  good  fortnne,  have 
been  put  into  the  hands  of  a  district  attorney. 
How  u  he  to  know  whether  the  obligation  has 
been  violated — the  bond  broken  f  How  is  he 
to  prove  that  these  arms  or  munitions  of  war, 
or  whatever  dse  had  been  sozed  and  given  up 
upon  tiie  bond,  have  been  nsed  in  the  manner 
designated  ?  Does  his  JnriBdiotion  extend  to 
the  only  place  where  these  &ots  can  be  as- 
certained— beyond  the  line? 


Uo2n>AT,  February  19. 
Pottpatiment     fA«  Suh-Trea»ury  Bill. 
Hr.  BuoHAi7AiT  addressed  the  Senate :  I  rise 
to  present  to  the  Senate  a  resolution  of  the 
Le^alatnre  of  Pomqrlvania,  which  I.  received 
tarn  Governor  lUtoer  on  yesterday  afternoon, 
reqnesting  thnr  B^resentatives  in  Oongres^ 
and  instracting  th^  Senators,  "  to  vote  and 
nae  their  ioflnence  for  a  postponement,  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  of  the  act  introduced 
1^  the  Hon.  Silas  Wkioht,  ot  Kaw  York, 
commonly  called  the  Sub-Trnsuij  lull,  <xc  teaj 
Vol.  yrn — 10 


other  act  or  acts  of  a  similar  character ;  and 
that  they  vote  at  this  sesidon  for  no  act  of  a 
similar  natnre."  The  Legislature  also,  by  the 
same  residntion,  declared  that  they  *'  have  fidi 
confidence  in  Habtut  Tait  Bvseit,  and  in  the 
wisdom  and  intelligence  of  their  Democaratto 
Senators  and  Beprraentatives  in  Oongresa;" 
and  further  instrnct  and  request  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  "  to  vote  for  such  a  mode 
of  receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public 
moneyEL  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  banks  ftom  the  Government." 

I  feel  confident  that  the  Senate  will  pardon 
me,  con^dering  the  peculiar  position  in  which 
I  am  placed,  for  making  a  few  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  the  course  which  I  intend  to  pur- 
sue under  tiiis  resolution.  It  is  well  known, 
both  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country,  that  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  presented  iny 
views  in  detail  in  favor  of  a  separation  of  the 
Treasory  from  'ell  banks,  as  fiscal  agents 
the  Government.  My  opinion  npon  uiis  sub- 
ject remains  unchanged  :  nay,  it  has  been  con- 
firmed by  subsequent  events  and  subsequent 
reflections.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
as  it  has  been  since  amended,  I  think,  in  the 
main,  it  is  well  calculated  to  carry  into  practice 
this  principle  of  separation.  Whilst  it  incieases 
Executive  patronage  to  a  very  smalt  extent, 
and  no  more  than  is  absolutely  neoessairy  to 
carry  into  effect  its  principles,  it  confers -no 
power  whatever  npon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  the  public  money,  except  that 
which  he  has  exercised  ever  since  the  origin 
of  the  pressent  Government ;  and  a  provision 
of  the  bill,  which  has  never  existed  heretof<ve, 
renders  it  impos«ble  that  the  ordinary  Treas- 
ury drafts  woich  are  delivered  to  the  public 
creditors  should  ever  be  used  as  ouirenc^. 
With  some  further  amendments,  which  I  need 
not  now  specify,  but  which  I  hod  intended  to 
move,  on  a  proper  occasion,  I  should  have  ^ven 
a  cheerful  support  to  this  bill.  But  I  am  in- 
atrncted:  and  it  remains  for  me  to  ^dde 
what  oonrae  I  ought  to  pnrsne,  nnder  Hub 
change  of  circumstances. 

Ever  since  I  was  capable  (tffbmdng  an  opin- 
ion upon  this  subject,  I  have  believed  that  the 
Ledsiatures  of  the  several  States  had  a  rloht 
to  histmct  their  Senators.  In  my  opinion,  tms 
right  results  from  tiie  very  natnre  of  our  con- 
stitution, which  is  a  Federal  compact  between 
distinct  and  sovereign  States.  It  has.  even 
been  conmdered,  with  hut  few  exceptions,  a 
fundamental  article  in  the  political  creed  of 
that  party  to  which  I  am  proud  to  belong.  I 
have,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  the  face  of 
the  Senate  and  before  the  country,  often  ex- 
pressed  this  opinion ;  and  I  shall  never  preach 
one  doctrine  of  political  Mtii,  and  praotiso 
ano&er. 

I  know  that  some  of  n^  most  rained  friends 
in  Fenn^lvania.  who  hold  the  ri^tof  instme- 
titm  to  be  sacred,  are  of  oi^ion,  that  under 
tiie  pemdiar  eiremaBtances  of  this  ease^  I  on^t 
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to  disobej  these  instrnctions.  But  do  they  not 
perceive  that  if  the  Senator  can  look  behind  his 
instraotions,  the  right  is  at  once  abandoned? 
Under  the  pretext,  or,  if  yon  please,  nnder  the 
honest  belief,  that  they  do  not  speak  the  voice 
of  the  people,  or  that  they  have  been  corruptly 
or  improperly  obtained,  a  Senator  conld  always 
huti^  hinasuf  to  himself  for  disobedieiuM.  I 
■hall,  therefore,  not  disobey  my  instrnctionB. 
Mj  only  alternative,  then,  is  either  to  obey  or 
toresigD. 

Upon  qnestions  of  mere  expediency,  in  which 
no  constitntional  principles  are  involved,  it 
onght  to  be  a  very  strong  case  to  indnce  the 
Senator  to  abandon  hia  post  If  every  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  Senator  and  his 
Lwidatare  shoald  produce  this  effect,  the  risht 
of  Instmction  itself  would  soon  grow  into  dis- 
repute, and  the  Senatorial  term  of  sir  years,  as 
fixed  by  the  constitntion,  wpnld  terminate 
whenever  snch  a  conflict  of  opinion  should 
arise. 

I  can  conceive  of  extreme  cases  in  which,  on 
questicms  of  mere  expediency,  an  honorable 
man  miAt  feel  faimseu  disgraced  in  even  be- 
mming  uie  agent  to  give  the  vote  of  bis  State. 
No  person,  of  any  party  with  whom  I  have 
ecmversed,  conridera  the  present  to  be  such  a 
ease ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  my  own  opinion 
upon  this  subject  by  the  example  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gsundt.)  I  Bholl,  there- 
fore, obey  my  instructions  honestly  and  in  good 
Mth ;  and,  like  him,  on  every  qneation  of  pro- 
posed amendments,  shall  give  snch  a  vote  as  a 
fair  and  honorable  opiwnent  of  the  bill  ought, 
In  my  judgment,  to  give. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  shown 
to  thft  world  that  th^  jiutly  appreciate  the 
merits  of  the  statesman  whom  nie  people  of 
ttie  United  States  have  placed  at  the  head  of 
fhtf  Government,  by  declaring  "  their  fall  con- 
fidence in  Habtin  Vait  Bubeit."  Such  a  well- 
deserved  tribute  to  superior  merit  might  be 
considered  as  the  incense  of  fiattery,  had  it 
been  offered  by  his  poliUcal  friends.  The  re- 
verse is  the  case  npon  the  present  occasion. 
The  resolution  oontAining  this  expression  of 
«aofidence,  on  its  final  passage,  received  the 
TOte  <rf  every  Opposition  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and,  I  am  informed,  of  the 
Senate,  whether  Whig  or  Antimason,  and  was 
approved  by  Joseph  Kitner,  Governor.  Thus, 
«ven  his  very  enemies  are  made  to  praise  him. 

A  compliment  equally  well  deserved  is  paid 
^  the  rmolation  to  the  Demooratio  portion  of 
the  K^resentatives  of  the  State  in  Congress. 
I  heartUy  commend  the  Legislature  fo  roxpress- 
Ing  full  confidence  in  their  wisdom  and  intellt- 
^oce.  A  more  firm,  faithftal,  intelligent,  and 
satriotio  set  of  men  has  never  represented 


We  are  also  instructed,  in  the  conclunon  of 
flio  resolution,  "  to  vote  for  such  a  mode  of 
receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursdng  the  pnblio 
moneys,  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  banks  from  the  Govemmoit"  Now  it  is 


our  duty,  if  possible,  to  reconcile  and  render 
consistent  the  first  with  the  last  clause  of  the 
instruction,  and  to  give  to  each  of  them  its 
proper  weight.  My  conception  of  their  mean- 
ing, when  thns  fairly  constmed,  is,  that  whilst 
we  are  bound  to  oppose  the  separation  of  the 
banks  IVora  the  Government  in  the  manner  pro- 

?}sed  by  the  bill  of  the  Senator  fn»n  Kew 
ork,  or  by  any  bill  of  a  rimilar  nature,  yet  we 
are  eqnally  instmeted  to  support  any  other  and 
different  "mode  of  receiving,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  moneys,  which  will  sepa- 
rate, as  for  as  practicable,  the  banks  from  the 
Government."  In  short,  the  Legislature  are 
friendly  to  snch  a  separation;  but  they  are 
oppos^  to  its  accomplishment  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 
Whether  any  other  practicable  mode  <tf  effect- 
ing this  separation  con  be  devised,  I  shall  not  at 
present  pretend  to  say. 

Mr,  Buchanan  presented  the  resolutions,  and 
gave  notice  tliat  he  wonld,  at  the  first  conven- 
ient opportunity,  after  coiualting  his  colleague, 
move.  Id  obedience  to  his  instmctions,  to  post- 
pone the  bill  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  nntil  the  next  session  of  Oongrera. 

Mr.  Walkeb  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  J.  F.  Tbottbb,  Senator  elect  from 
Mississippi.  Mr.  Tbottbb  was  then  duly  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat 

Ind^mdmt  Trecaury. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Ecntncky,  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  after  some  prelnnhiary  observations, 
went  on  to  say : 

Bitherto,  I  have  c<»isidered  this  new  project 
as  it  is,  according  to  its  true  nature  and  char- 
acter, and  what  »  mnst  inevitably  become.  I 
have  not  examined  it  as  It  is  not^  but  as  ]ta 
friends  would  represent  it  to  be.  They  hold 
oat  the  idea  that  it  is  a  simple  contrivance  to 
collect,  to  keep,  and  to  disburse,  the  pnUic  tbt- 
enue.  In  that  view  of  it,  every  conslderaHtm 
of  safety  and  security  recommends  the  agency 
of  responsible  corporations,  rather  than  the 
employment  of  particular  individuals.  It  has 
been  shown,  during  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  amount  which  has  been  lost  by  the 
defalcation  of  individuals  has  exceeded  three 
or  four  times  the  amount  of  all  that  has  been 
lost  by  the  local  banks,  althoagh  the  sums  con- 
fided to  the  care  of  individuals  have  not  been 
probaUy  one-tenfli  part  of  the  amount  that  has 
been  in  the  custody  of  tiie  local  banks.  And 
we  all  know  that,  daring  the  forty  years  <^  the 
existence  of  the  two  Banks  of  the  united  States^ 
not  one  cent  was  lost  of  the  public  revenue. 

Who,  Mr.  President,  are  the  most  conspicnous 
of  those  who  porseveringly  pressed  this  bill 
npon  Congress  and  the  American  people  ?  Its 
drawer  is  the  distinguished  gentleman  in  the 
white  hotise  not  far  off;  its  endorser  is  t^e 
distinguished  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  here 

S resent   What  the  drawer  thinks  of  tlie  cn- 
orser,  his  oautioaa  reserve  and  stifled  enmity 
prevent  us  from  knoving.  But  the  fkvnkneiB 
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(tf  the  endorser  has  not  left  ns  in  the  same  ig- 
noraooe  with  respect  to  hie  opinion  of  the 
drawer.  He  has  crften  expressed  It  npon  the 
floor  of  the  Senate.  On  an  ooca^on  not  veet 
distant,  denying  to  him  any  of  the  noUer  qual- 
ities of  the  royal  beast  of  the  forest,  he  attrib- 
nted  to  him  those  which  belong  to  the  most 
crafty,  most  sknlkin^,  and  one  of  the  meanest 
of  the  qaadraped  tnbe.  Mr.  President,  it  is 
dae  to  myself  to  say,  that  I  do  not  altogether 
share  with  the  Benator  from  South  Carolina 
in  this  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  always  found  him,  in  his  man- 
ners and  deportment,  civil,  conrteoas,  and  gen- 
tlenumly ;  and  he  dispenses,  in  the  noble  man- 
sion which  he  now  occupies,  one  worthy  the 
residence  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great 
people^  a  generous  «nd  liberal  hospital!^.  An 
acqoaintanoe  with  him  of  more  than  twenty 
yeus^  dnratioD  has  inspired  me  with  a  respect 
for  the  man,  althongh,  I  regret  to  be  compoled 
to  say,  I  detest  the  magistrate. 

The  eloquent  Senator  from  Sooth  Oarolina 
has  intimated  the  course  of  my  friends  and  my- 
self, in  opposing  this  bill,  was  onpatriotic,  and 
that  we  ought  to  have  followed  in  his  lead; 
and,  ih  a  late  letter  of  bis,  he  has  spoken  of  his 
alliance  with  ns,  and  of  his  motives  for  quitting 
it.  I  cannot  admit  the  justice  of  his  reproach. 
We  united,  if,  indeed,  there  were  any  alliance 
in  the  case,  to  restrain  the  enomrooa  expansion 
<^  ExeentiTe  power ;  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
corruption;  to  rebuke  nsorpation;  and  to  drive 
the  Oothfl  and  Vandals  from '  the  coital ;  to 
expel  Brennns  and  his  horde  from  Rome,  who, 
when  he  threw  his  sword  into  the  scale,  to  aug- 
ment the  ransom  demanded  from  the  Histress 
of  the  world,  showed  his  preference  for  gold ; 
that  he  was  a  hard-money  chieft^n.  It  was 
by  the  mnch  more  valoable  metal  of  iron  that 
he  was  driven  from  her  gates.  And  how  often 
have  we  witnessed  the  Benator  from  South  Car- 
olina, with  woefol  countenance,  and  in  doleftil 
strains,  ponrina  forth  touching  and  mournful 
^oqnenoe  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and 
the  downward  tendmcy  of  the  BepnUiot  Day 
after  day.  In  the  Senate,  have  we  nea  the  dis- 
plays of  his  lofty  and  impasMoned  eloquence^ 
AlUioagh  I  shared  largely  with  the  Senator  in 
bis  apprehension  for  ti^e  pnrity  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  tiie  permanency  of  civil  liberty,  dis- 
posed always  to  look  at  the  brighter  side  of 
Iinman  affairs,  I  was  sometimes  inclined  to  hope 
that  the  vivid  imagination  of  the  Senator  bad 
depicted  tlte  dangers  by  which  we  were  encom- 
passed in  somewhat  stronger  colors  thui  they 
justified.  The  arduous  contest  in  which  we 
were  so  long  engi^ed  was  about  to  terminate 
in  a  gjcniona  victory.  The  very  object  for 
which  the  altianee  was  formed  was  about  to  be 
aooom^shed.  At  this  witieal  moment  the  Sen- 
atw  left  ns ;  he  left  as  for  the  very  purpose  of 
preventing  the  snooess  of  the  common  cause. 
He  took  up  his  musket,  koapsadc,  Mid  shot- 
pooeh,  and  Joined  the  other  party.  He  went, 
luwse,  foot,  and  dragoon,  ud  he  himself 


posed  the  wht^  oorps.  He  went,  as  his  preft- 
ent  most  distingni^ed  ally  CMnmeneed  irith 
his  expunging  resolution,  aolitary  and  alone. 
The  earliest  instance  reooroed  in  history,  within 
my  recollection,  of  on  ally  drawing  ofi'  bis  forces 
from  the  combined  army,  was  that  of  Achilles 
at  the  siege  of  Troy.  He  withdrew,  with  all  his 
troops,  and  remained  in  the  neighborhood,  in 
sullen  and  dignified  inactivity.  But  he  did  not 
join  the  Trojan  forces ;  and  when,  during  the 
progress  of  the  siege,  his  faithful  fkeod  fell  in 
battle,  he  raised  his  aven^g  arm,  drove  the 
Trojans  back  into  the  gates  of  Troy,  and  satiated 
his  vengeance  by  slaying  Priun's  noblest  and 
dearest  son,  the  finest  hero  in  the  immortal 
Iliad.  Bat  AohiUee  had  been  wronged,  or 
imagined  himscSf  wrmged.  In  the  person 
of  we  ftir  and  beautifol  Briseia.  We  did  no 
wrong  to  tiie  distinguished  Saiator  from  South 
Carohna.  On  tiie  contrary,  we  respected 
him,  confided  in  his  great  and  acknowledged 
ability,  his  uncommon  genius,  his  extensive  ex- 
perience, bis  supposed  patriotism;  above  all, 
we  confided  in  his  stem  and  inflexible  fidelity. 
Nevertheless,  he  left  as,  and  joined  our  com- 
mon opponents,  dtatrosting  and  distrusted.  He 
left  us,  as  he  t^  ns  in  his  Edgefield  letter,  be- 
cause the  victory  which  our  common  arms  were 
about  to  achieve,  was  not  to  enure  to  him  and 
his  party,  but  exolasivdy  to  the  benefit  of  his 
allies  and  their  oaose.  I  thought  that,  aotnated 
by  patriotinn,  (that  noblest  u  hnman  virtuee,) 
we  nad  been  oontoidiiw  together  for  our  com- 
mon country,  for  her  violated  ri^^ts,  her  threat- 
ened liberties,  faer  prostrate  oonstitution.  Never 
did  I  suppose  that  personal  or  party  considen^ 
tiona  entered  into  our  views.  Whether,  if  vic- 
tory shall  ever  agun  be  about  to  perch  upon 
the  standard  of  the  spoils  party,  (the  denomma- 
tion  which  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  so  often  given  to  his  present  allies,)  he  will 
not  feel  himself  constrained,  by  the  principles 
on  which  he  has  acted,  to  leave  them,  because  it 
may  not  ennre  to  the  benefit  ot  himself  and  his 
party,  I  leave  to  he  a^wted  between  themselves. 

The  speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina was  plamdble,  ingenious,  abstirsot,  meta- 
physical, and  generalizing.  It  did  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  admted  to  the  bosoms  and  business 
of  human  life.  It  was  aSrial,  and  not  very  high 
up  in  the  air,  Ifr.  Pre^dent^  either ;  not  quite 
as  high  as  Hr.  Clayton  was  in  his  last  ascension 
in  his  balloon.  The  Senator  announced  that 
there  was  a  single  alternative,  and  no  escape 
from  one  or  the  other  branch  of  it.  He  stated 
that  we  must  take  the  bill  under  oonsiderationf 
or  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Yirginia.  I  do  not  concur  in  that  statement  of 
the  case.  There  is  another  amrse  embraced  in 
nMther  brwich  of  the  Senator's  alternative ;  and 
that  course  is  to  do  ntrihing :  always  the  wisest 
when  yon  are  not  certain  what  you  ought  to 
do.  Let  us  suppose  that  neither  branch  at  the 
altwnative  Is  aoc^ited,  and  that  nothing  is 
dime;  what,  then,  would  be  the  oonseqnencet 
Hiere  voold  he  a  rastcnratioa  of  the.law  of 
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1769,  vith  all  its  oautioas  prorisioiiB  and  Becori- 
tiea,  provided  by  the  wisdom  of  our  aDcestore, 
which  has  been  so  trampled  upon  bj  the  late 
and  present  AdministrationB.  By  Uiat  law, 
«Btabushing  the  TreaBory  Department,  Uie 
treasore  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  received, 
kepL  and  disbursed  hj  the  Treasurer,  under  a 
bond  with  ample  security,  under  a  large  penalty 
fixed  by  law,  and  not  left,  as  this  bill  leaves  it, 
to  the  uncertain  discretion  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  IS,  therefore,  we  were  to  do  nothing, 
that  law  would  be  revived;  the  Treasurer 
would  have  the  custody,  as  he  ought  to  have, 
of  the  public  money,  and  donbtleas  he  would 
make  special  deposits  of  it  in  all  instances  with 
safe  and  sound  State  banks,  as  in  some  cases 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  now  obliged  to 
do.  Thus,  we  should  have  in  operation  that 
very  special  deposit  system,  so  much  de^red  by 
some  gentlemen,  by  which  the  public  money 
would  remain  separated  and  unmixed  with  the 
money  of  banks.  There  ia  yet  anotlier  course, 
vnembraoed  by  either  IhvdcIi  of  the  alternative 
preaented  by  uw  Sraator  fr«n  South  Carolina : 
and  that  is  to  eBtabliah  a  Bank  of  the  TTnited 
States,  constitated  according  to  the  dd  and  ^- 
proved  method  of  forming  such  an  institution, 
tested  and  sanctioned  by  experience;  a  Bank 
of  the  TTnited  States  which  shonld  blend  public 
and  private  interests,  and  be  subject  to  public 
and  private  control,  united  together  in  such 
manner  aa  to  present  safe  and  salutary  checks 
against  all  abuses.  The  Senator  mistakes  his 
own  abandonment  of  that  institution  as  ours. 
I  know  that  the  party  in  power  has  t>arricaded 
itself  against  the  establi^ment  of  such  a  bank. 
It  adopted,  at  the  last  extra  sesMon,  the  extra- 
cvdinary  and  nnpreoedented  resolatiui,  HaX 
the  people  of  the  United  Btatea  should  not  have 
Bach  a  bonk,  althoo^  it  might  be  manifest  that 
there  was  a  clear  m^ority  of  them  demanding 
it.  Bnt  the  d«r  may  come,  and  I  trast  ia  not 
^stant^  when  the  will  of  the  people  must  pre- 
vaU  in  the  ooonoils  of  th^  own  Govemment ; 
and  when  it  doea  arrive,  a  bank  villi  be  estah- 
Bshed. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  reminds  us 
that  we  denounced  the  pet  bank  system ;  and 
to  we  did,  and  so  we  do.  Bnt  does  it  therefore 
follow  that,  bad  as  that  system  was,  we  must 
be  driven  into  the  acceptance  of  a  system  infi- 
nitely worse  t  He  tells  ua  that  the  bill  under 
eonsideration  takea  the  pabUc  funds  otrt  of  the 
hands  ot  the  Exeoative,  and  [daces  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  law.  Itdoea  nosaohthii^.  Tliey 
are  now  without  law,  it  is  true,  in  the  custody 
of  the  Ezecntive :  and  the  bill  proposes  by  law 
to  otmflrm  them  in  that  oostody,  and  to  convey 
new  and  enonnoos  powers  of  control  to  the  Ez- 
ecntive  over  them.  Every  cnstodary  of  the 
public  funds  provided  by  the  bill  is  a  creature 
of  the  Executive,  dependent  upon  Ms  breath, 
and  sDlfjeot  to  the  same  bre^  for  removal, 
whenever  the  Executive,  from  caprice,  from 
tyranny,  or  fkrfflu  party  motives,  aball  ohoose  to 
order  it.  What  la&ty  ia  then  Sw  the  public : 


money,  if  there  were  a  hundred  subordinate 
ezecntive  (^cers  chained  with  its  care,  whilst 
the  doctrine  of  the  absolute  unity  ot  the  whole 
Executive  power,  promulgated  by  the  last  Ad- 
ministration, and  persisted  in  by  this,  remuns 
unrevoked,  and  unrcbuked. 

Whilst  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  pro- 
fesses to  be  the  fnead  of  State  banks,  he  has 
attacked  the  whole  banking  system  of  the 
United  States.  He  is  tbdr  fiiend:  he  (mlj- 
thinks  they  are  all  uncMistitationai  1  Why  t 
Because  the  coining  power  is  possessed  by  uie 
General  Government,  and  that  coining  power, 
he  argues,  was  intended  to  snpply  a  currency 
of  the  precions  metals;  but  the  State  banks 
absorb  the  precious  metals,  and  witiidraw  them 
from  circulation,  and,  therefore,  are  in  conflict 
with  the  coining  power.  That  power,  accord- 
ing to  my  view  of  it,  is  nothing  bnt  a  naked 
authority  to  stamp  certain  pieces  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  in  fixed  proportions  of  alloy  and 
pure  metal,  prescribed  by  law,  so  that  their 
exact  value  may  be  known.  When  that  ofBce 
is  performed,  the  power  ia  functut  i^ffieio;  the 
money  passes  out  of  the  Hint,  and  becomea  the 
law&l  property  of  those  who  legally  acquire  it. 
They  nay  do  with  it  as  tbey  please,  throw  it 
into  the  ocean,  bury  it  in  the  earth,  or  melt  it 
in  a  crucible,  without  violating  any  law.  When 
it  has  once  left  the  vaults  of  uie  mint,  the  law- 
maker has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  to  protect 
it  against  those  who  attempt  to  debase  or  coun- 
terfeit, and,  subseqoently,  to  pass  it  as  lawful 
money.  In  the  sense  in  which  tiie  Senator  snp> 
poses  banks  to  conflict  with  the  coining  power, 
foreign  commerce,  and  espedally  our  commerce 
witii  China,  conflicts  with  it  much  more  exten- 
sively. Tliat  is  the  great  absorbent  of  the  pre- 
^ona  metals,  and  is,  therefore,  much  more  ua- 
oonstitatioDal  than  the  State  banks.  Foreign 
commerce  sends  them  out  of  the  countir ;  banka 
retain  them  within  it  The  disttnguiBbed  Sen- 
ator is  no  enemy  to  the  banks ;  he  merely  thinks 
them  i^inrions  to  the  morals  and  indnstry  of 
the  country.  He  likes  them  very  well,  but  he 
newtheless  believes  that  tbey  levy  a  tax  a£ 
twenty-five  millitms  annually  on  the  industry 
of  the  country  1  Let  us  examine,  Mr.  President, 
how  this  enormous  and  iniqtutous  assessment 
is  made,  according  to  the  ai^gumait  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina.  He  states  that  there 
is  a  mass  of  debt  due  from  the  community  to 
the  banka,  amounting  to  $475,000,000.  the  in- 
terest upcm  whioli,  oonstitoting  abcnit  that  sum 
of  $86,000,000,  forms  the  exceptionable  tax. 
How,  uiis  anm  is  not  paid  by  the  whole  com- 
munity, but  only  by  those  individuals  who  ob- 
tain cUsconnts  frran  tiie  banks.  Tbey  boirow 
money  at  rax  per  cent,  interest,  and  invest  it  in 
profitable  adventures,  or  otherwise  employ  it. 
They  would  not  borrow  it  if  they  did  not  sup- 
pose they  could  make  profit  by  it ;  and  the 
probability  is  that  they  do  inake  profit  by  it. 
Instead,  therefore,  oS  there  being  any  loss  in 
the  <^>eration,  there  is  an  actuu  gain  to  the 
oommonity,  by  the  excess  of  profit  made  be- 
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yond  rix  per  cent  Interest,  irhidi  th^  pay. 
What  are  bankaf  They  are  mere  organized 
Sffeaolee  for  the  loan  of  money  and  the  tranaao- 
tion  of  monetary  bo^esa ;  regahited  agenciea 
acting  nnder  the  prescriptions  of  lair,  and  fiQl>- 
ject  to  a  respoDsibili^,  moral  and  legal,  far 
transcending  that  nnder  which  any  private  cap- 
italist operates.  A  nmntier  of  pereons  not  choos- 
ing to  lend  oat  their  money  privately,  associate 
together,  bring  their  respective  oapitals  into  a 
common  stot^  which  is  controlled  and  man- 
aged by  the  corporate  government  of  a  hank. 
If  no  association  whatever  had  been  formed,  a 
large  pOTtlon  (tf  IMb  oapltal,  a  large  portion, 
tiieretbra,  of  that  very  debt  of  $470,000,000, 
voold  etill  exist,  bi  the  shape  of  private  loans. 
The  Senator  fttim  Soath  Oarolina  nught  as  well 
collect  the  aggr^ate  amonot  of  all  the  mort- 
gages, bonds,  and  notes  which  have  been  ex- 
ecuted Id  the  United  States  for  louis,  and  assert 
that  the  interest  paid  npon  the  totu  som  oon- 
Btitnted  a  tax  levied  npon  the  commonHy. 

In  t&e  liqoidalion  of  the  debt  doe  to  the 
banks  from  the  commonity,  and  from  the  banks 
to  the  oommnnity,  there  would  not  be  as  mnoh 
difBoulty  as  the  Senator  seems  to  apprehend. 
From  the  mass  of  debts  dne  to  the  banks  are  to 
be  dedoeted,  first,  the  amount  of  aabacnptions 
which  oonsntnte  Hisit  oai^tals;  seoondur,  the 
amount  of  deposits  to  the  credit  vt  in^vMoals 
in  their  eiutody ;  and,  thirdly,  the  amount  of 
their  notes  in  oironlaUon.  How  easily  will 
these  mntoal  deMs  neutr^ize  each  other  I  The 
same  person,  in  numberless  instanoes,  will  com- 
bine in  hin^elf  the  relations  both  of  creditor 
and  debtor. 

The  only  general  operation  of  banks  beyond 
their  discounts  and  deposits,  which  pervades 
the  whole  oonunnnify,  is  that  of  famishing-  a 
eironlation  in  redeemable  paper,  beyond  the 
amonnt  of  specie  to  redeem  it  in  Uielr  vanlts. 
And  can  it  ho  doubted  that  this  addUitaud  sop- 
of  mcmey  fomishea  a  powerftil  atlmaliis  to 
ostry  and  production,  fully  oompenaating 
any  oasoal  inctnivenieneeB,  wnioh  sometinwa, 
thon^  rarely,  occur  f  Banks  redooe  the  rate 
of  interest,  and  repress  inordinate  nsory.  The 
sdntary  iniSuence  of  banking  operations  is  de- 
monstrated in  countries  and  seotions  of  country 
where  they  prevail,  when  contrasted  wiUi  those 
in  which  they  are  not  foond.  In  the  former, 
all  is  bustle,  activity,  general  prosperity.  The 
country  is  heautified  and  adorned  by  the  noble 
works  of  internal  improvement ;  the  cities  are 
flUed  with  si>Iendid  edifices,  and  the  wharves 
covered  with  tiie  rich  productions  of  our  own 
or  of  foreign  dimates.  In  the  lattw,  all  is  doff* 
.  f^sfaneas,  alothftibiess,  and  ioaetivity.  En^and, 
in  modmi  time,  iUastrates  iba  great  advantagea 
of  banka^  at  credit,  and  of  slimnli^ed  Industry. 
OoDtnut  her  with  Spun,  destitute  of  all  those 
advantages.  In  ancient  times,  Athens  would 
present  an  Image  of  fall  and  active  employment 
of  all  the  enei^es  of  man,  carried  to  the  high- 
est point  of  oivilLution,  while  her  n^jg^bor, 


Sparta,  with  her  iron  money,  affords  another 
of  the  boasted  benefits  of  mettdlic  <^ulation. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  woidd  do 
the  banks  no  harm ;  bat  they  an  deemed  by 
him  highly  iigurions  to  the  planting  interest  1 
Accordmg  to  him,  they  infl^  prices,  and  the 
poor  pliuiter  sells  his  prodoctions  for  hard 
money,  and  has  to  purdiase  his  supplies  at  th« 
swollen  prices  produced  by  a  paper  medium. 
Now,  I  must  diraent  altogether  from  th?  Sen** 
tor's  statement  of  the  case.  England,  the  prin- 
cipal oDstomer  of  the  planter,  is  quite  as  mnoh. 
if  not  more,  a  paper  ooontry  than  onre.  And 
the  paper-money  prices  of  the  one  ooontry  ara 
neutraazed  by  the  pi^r-money  prioea  of  the 
other  oountay.  If  the  ai^oment  wwe  true, 
that  a  paper-money  oonntoy  tradea  diaadvan- 
tageonaly  with  a  hard-money  country,  we  ongbt 
to  oonturae  to  employ  a  pi^w  medium,  to 
counterbalance  the  pq>er  medium  of  Enxland. 
And  if  we  were  to  banish  oar  paper,  and  sub- 
stitute altwether  a  metallic  currency,  we  should 
be  exposed  to  the  very  inequality  which  has 
been  in^ted  upon.  But  there  is  nothing  in 
that  view  of  the  matter  which  is  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina.  I^  as  he 
asserts,  prices  wwe  alwa^  inflated  in  thia 
conntiT  beytmd  thdr  standard  in  England,  the 
rate  of  e»duuige  would  be  oonstanw  aj^dnat 
08.  An  examination,  however,  into  the  actual 
state  of  exchange  between  the  two  oouotriea, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  evinces  that  it  haa 
generally  been  in  our  &vor.  In  the  direct  trade 
between  England  and  this  country,  I  have  no 
donbt  there  la  a  hurg^  annual  balance  against 
us ;  bat  that  balance  is  adjusted  and  liquidated 
by  balances  in  our  favor  in  other  branches  of 
our  foreign  trade,  which  have  finally  concen- 
trated in  England,  as  the  great  centre  of  the 
commercial  world. 

Of  all  the  interests  and  branohea  of  indostiy 
in  this  coantry,  none  haa  ivofited  more  if  tba 
use  aad  employment  of  credit  and  ca^til 
derived  from  buka  and  othw  aonroee,  than  Urn 
planting  interest.  It  habitually  empl^  credit 
in  all  countries  where  planting  agriculture  pre- 
vails. The  States  of  Alabama,  lusnsnppi,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Lonidana,  have  almost  spmng  into 
existence,  as  it  were,  by  magic,  or,  at  least, 
have  been  vastly  improved  and  extended  nnder 
the  influence  of  the  credit  sjrstem.  Lands^ 
slaves,  utenuls,  beasts  of  burden,  and  other 
supplies,  hare  been  oonatantly  booght,  and  still 
continue  to  be  purchased,  npon  credit;  and 
bank  agency  is  all-essential  to  give  the  moat 
beneficial  <n>eration  to  these  credits.  But  the 
atvnment  of  the  Senatcff  fifom  Sooth  Carolina, 
which  I  am  cMnbating,  would  not  be  oorreot, 
if  It  were  true  that  we  have  inflated  prices  on 
thia  ^»  ot  the  Atlantio,  without  a  tomepooA' 
ing  inflation  of  price  on  the  other  side;  becanae 
the  planter  generally  selling  at  home,  and  bay- 
ing at  home,  the  proceeds  of  his  sale,  whatever 
they  may  be,  constitute  the  means  by  which 
he  efifects  his  purohaaee,  and  consequently  nen- 
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balize  each  other.  In  what  do  we  of  the 
West  receive  payment  for  the  immense  qnanttty 

live  stock  and  other  produce  of  our  industry, 
which  we  annually  sell  to  the  South  and  Bonth- 
weat  but  that  paper  mediom  now  so  much  de- 
erieduiddeiioimced?  The  Senator  from  Bonth 
Carolina  ia  very  fond  of  tiie  State  banb ;  bat 
he  thinka  there  is  no  legitimate  oomnqy  except 
tltat  of  the  e<»stitatioD.  He  eoutenda  that  the 
power  which  the  Qovemment  p<»sesse8  to  Im- 
poee  taxes  restriots  it,  in  their  payment,  to  the 
receipt  of  the  predons  metals.  But  the  consti- 
tation  does  net  say  so.  The  power  is  given  in 
broad  and  nnrestricted  terms:  and  the  Govern- 
ment ia  left  at  liberty  to  collect  tiie  taxes  in 
whatever  mediom  or  commodity,  from  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case,  it  can  collect  them.  It  is, 
donbtlesB,  much  the  moet  convenient  to  collect 
them  in  money,  becanae  that  represents,  or  can 
command,  every  thing,  the  want  of  which  is 
imi^ed  by  the  power  ot  taxation.  Bnt  mp- 
poM  there  waa  no  money  in  the  oonntry,  nwie 
whatevw,  to  be  exUHrted  by  the  tax-gmierwi 
from  an  Impoverished  pe<^e :  is  the  power  of 
Qovemment  to  cease,  and  the  people  to  be 
thrown  back  into  a  state  of  nature  ?  The  Sen- 
ator asks  if  taxes  coold  be  levied  and  collected 
in  tobacco,  In  cotton,  and  other  oommodities  f 
Undoubtedly  they  could,  if  the  necessity  exist- 
ed for  Ktch  an  inconvenient  imposition.  Such 
a  case  <tf  necessity  did  exist  in  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  and  other  colonies,  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lution, and  taxes  were  accordingly  levied  in 
tobacco  or  other  commodities,  as  wolf-scalps, 
tvea  at  this  day,  compose  a  part  of  the  revenue 
of  more  than  one  State. 

The  argument,  then,  of  the  Senator  agunst 
the  ri^t  of  the  Gtovemment  to  receive  bank 
notes  In  mment  of  public  dues,  a  practice 
coeval  with  the  existoice  of  the  Government, 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sound.  It  is  not 
accurate,  for  another  resaon.  Bank  notes, 
when  convertible  at  the  will  of  the  holder  into 
specie,  are  so  much  counted  or  told  specie,  like 
the  spede  which  is  counted  and  pot  m  marked 
k^  denoting  the  qoantity  of  their  ocmtents. 
The  Senator  tells  as  that  it  has  been  only  with- 
in a  few  days  that  he  has  discovered  that  it  is 
ill^al  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
pnblio  daes.  Does  he  think  that  the  usage  of 
the  Government  under  all  its  administrations, 
and  with  evety  party  in  power,  which  has  pre- 
vailed fbr  ni(^  years,  ought  to  be  set  aside 
by  a  nomA  theory  of  his,  just  dreamed  Into 
existence,  even  if  it  possesses  the  merit  of  in- 
genuity ?  The  bill  under  consideration,  which 
has  been  eulogized  by  the  Senator  as  p^ect  in 
its  structure  and  details,  contains  a  proviuon 
that  bank  notes  shall  be  received  in  diminished 
proportions,  during  a  tenn  of  six  years.  He 
nimsdf  introduced  tiiat  identical  prhiciple.  It 
is  the  only  part  of  the  bill  that  is  emphiatically 
his.  How,  then,  can  he  contend  that  it  is  nn- 
oonstitational  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment 
of  public  dues  1  I  appeal  from  himself  to  him- 
■elt  The  Senator  further  contends,  that  gen- 


eral dejKMits  cannot  be  made  with  banks,  and 
be  tiius  confounded  with  the  general  mass  of 
the  funds  on  which  they  transact  bnsln«sB. 
The  argument  supposes  that  the  money  col- 
lected &r  taxes  must  be  preserved  in  identity ; 
but  that  is  impoanble^  often,  to  do.  liaj  not  a 
collector  give  the  null  change  whidi  he  has 
recfnved  from  one  taz-pejer  to  uiother  tax- 
payer, to  enable  him  to  efiSoot  his  payment? 
May  he  hot  change  gold  for  silver,  or  vice  verm, 
or  both,  if  he  be  a  distant  collector,  to  obtain 
an  undoubted  remittance  to  the  public  Treas- 
ury i  What,  iir.  President,  is  the  process  of 
making  deposits  with  banks!  The  depout  is 
mode,  and  a  credit  is  entered  for  its  amount  to 
the  Government  That  credit  is  supposed  to 
be  the  exact  equivalent  of  the  amount  depodt- 
ed,  ready  and  forthcoming  to  tJie  Government 
whenever  it  is  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  dis- 
bursement. It  is  immaterial  to  the  Govern- 
ment whether  it  receives  hack  again  the  idemtieal 
money  put  in,  or  other  money  of  eqnal  valne^ 
AU  that  it  wants  is  what  it  pat  in  bank,  or 
its  equivalent;  and  that, in  or^narytamee,  with 
such  prudent  banks  as  alone  ought  to  be  select- 
ed, it  is  sure  of  getting.  Again :  the  Treasury 
has  fk^quentiy  to  make  remittances  to  foreign 
countries,  to  meet  the  expenditure  neeesaazy 
there  for  our  naval  squadrons,  and  other  pur- 
poses. They  are  made  to  the  bankers,  to  the 
Barings  or  the  BothschUds,  in  the  form  of  bills 
of  ezdiange  purchased  in  the  market  by  the 
agents  of  the  Government  here,  with  money 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasuiy,  Here  is  one  con- 
version of  the  money  received  from  the  tax- 
gatherer  into  the  Treasury.  The  bills  are 
transmitted  to  fhe  bankers,  honored,  paid,  and 
the  amonnt  credited  by  them  to  the  United 
States.  Are  the  bankers  bonnd  to  retain  the 
proceeds  of  the  bills  in  identity!  Are  they 
bonnd  to  do  more  tiian  credit  the  Govemmoit 
for  an  equal  amonnt,  for  which  they  stand 
responmble  whenever  it  is  wanted!  If  they 
should  liappen  to  use  any  portion  of  those  veiy 
proceeds  of  bills  remittw  to  them  in  their 
banldng  operations,  would  it  be  drawing  money 
from  the  Treasury,  contrary  to  the  proviHODB 
of  the  oonstitntion  ! 


H0U8X  OP  RKPRKSENTATIVKa 

WxDinanaT,  February  21. 
JFmOral  JBttaHoiu. 

The  House  took  up  the  "  Act  to  amend  an 
act,  entiUed  *  An  act  m  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  oertun  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein 
mentioned.'" 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  If  r.  Wisi  to 
commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  taken,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  pending  was  the  substitote 
for  part  of  the  first  and  the  wliole  of  the  second 
sections  of  the  bill  subnutted  by  Mr.  Patton. 
HowABD  stated  that  the  prindplea  oa 
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which  this  bill  was  baaed,  had  been  the  uni- 
form prtDoipteB  of  tida  Govemmoit  ever  since 
its  farmatioD.  It  had  alw^  been  the  policy 
ot  this  GoTemmeDt  to  remain  at  peace  with  all 
natioDk,  and  to  enforce  its  neutrality  whenever 
it  became  necessary  to  do  so.  This  principle 
was  adopted  in  the  act  of  1794,  which  be  wished 
the  House  to  bear  in  mind.  At  that  time  this 
conntry  began  to  feel  the  eituation  in  which  it 
was  placed,  by  being  called  upon  by  a  foreign 
power  to  enforce  its  nentralify.  Congress  then 
passed  a  law  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of  men, 
within  the  jorisaiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hostility  against  any 
OoTemment  with  which  we  n^bt  be  at  peace. 

This  bill  vested  power  in  the  Fretident  to 
employ  the  army  and  navy  for  the  pnrpose  of 
enforcing  this  law.  This  bilL  then,  only  pro- 
vided for  the  prevention  of  the  fitting  out  of 
naval  expeditions,  and  the  enUating  of  soldiers 
within  our  territory,  to  carry  on  war  against  a 
nation  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace.  Af- 
terwards, when  a  war  broke  out  between  France 
and  England,  it  became  necessary  to  make  fur- 
ther provision  to  preserve  our  neutrality  in  con- 
sequence of  the  change  of  circumstances.  It 
Hisai  became  necessary  to  prevent  the  fitting 
oat  of  prirateen  in  onr  waters ;  and  in  addition 
to  the  i«OTin(HU  of  the  law  oC  1794^  it  became 
neeessaiy  to  vest  in  ihe  Freddent  power  to  an- 
tiiorize  the  colleotora  to  atHza  npon  vessels  fit- 
ting oat  in  our  waters.  Now,  the  face  of  things 
*iias  again  changed,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
for  us  to  make  further  changes  in  our  legisla- 
tion.  In  consequence  of  the  small  number  of 
our  collectors  on  the  frontier,  It  became  neces- 
sary that  the  President  should  call  to  his  aid 
other  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  our 
nentrality.  It  became  necessary  for  us  to  bring 
the  aid  of  the  civil  power  to  co-operate  with 
the  military  |K>wer  in  preserving  our  neutrality, 
08  that  duty  18  now  conferred  almost  exclusively 
on  the  military  power.  This  he  considered  to 
be  improper,  and  hoped  gentlemen  were  not 
ctiapoeed  to  keep  np  such  eznibitionB  as  we  have 
had  for  the  last  few  wedcs.  He  hoped  we  were 
not  to  have  a  body  of  armed  men  marching  to 
and  fro,  arresting  and  disaming  persons  who 
might  be  about  to  violate  our  neu^ality,  when 
that  duty  could  be  as  well  and  better  performed 
by  the  dvil  aothority.  We  have  recently  seen 
apart  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  engaged 
in  marching  several  hundred  ndlea,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  and  disarming  some  two  or 
three  hondred  perBons,  who  had  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  Canada.  This  was  a 
qteetaole  which  he  did  not  deedre  to  see  kept 
np,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  niake  si^ 
providon  speedily  as  would  anj>erBede  the  ne* 
cesnty  of  such  military  operations.  The  eivil 
authority,  he  midntuned,  ought  first  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  when  It  failed,  there  woidd  be  time 
enough  to  call  in  the  sid  of  &e  miHtary  power. 
The  civil  power,  however,  he  believea  would 
be  amply  sufficient  to  preaerre  onr  neutral  rela- 
tions with  Canada. 


[Fbbubt,  1888. 

Mr.  Mkbokb  contended  that  the  power  under 
the  laws  of  1794  and  1818,  was  ample  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  all  the  exi«ditions  whicb 
might  be  undertaken  agiUDSt  Canada.  The  de- 
fect was  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  administrik 
tioQ  of  the  law.  It  was  with  infinite  surpHse 
that  ho  had  seen  the  President  of  the  United 
States  call  npon  the  Governor  of  New  York  to 
issue  bis  proclamation  to  enforce  a  law,  whan 
the  Executive  should  have  issued  his  ownproo- 
lamation,  as  it  was  a  law  of  <2ie  United  Mates 
which  was  to  be  enforced. 

Hr.  HoiSET  considered  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
this  Government  to  preserve  its  neutrality  tow> 
ards  all  nations  with  which  it  might  be  at 
peace,  and  he  contended,  tht^  there  wa*  no 
way  of  doing  this  but  by  the  Gk>vemment  pre- 
venting its  cttiEens  from  interf^ing  in  the  afblrs 
of  foreign  Crovemments. 

This  principle  had  been  held  by  this  Govern- 
ment from  its  foundation,  and  he  would  ask 
gentiemen  if  they  were  prepared  now  to  pursue 
a  different  coarse  of  policy  f  He  referred  to 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ma^son,  when 
Secretary'  of  State,  and  Mr.  Pinokney,  our  min- 
ister at  that  time  in  8p(un,  in  which  Kr.  Mad- 
ison took  the  ground  that  it  was  the  di^  of 
that  Govwoment  not  only  to  restr^  its  own 
dticena  from  fitting  out  e^ieditions  against  f(w- 
eign  Governments,  with  which  that  Govenir 
ment  might  be  at  peace,  bnt  that  it  was  the 
dutv  of  that  Government  to  restrain  fanAffien 
within  their  borders  from  interfering  or  med- 
dling with  the  afftdrs  of  other  Governments. 

Mr.  Adajcs  denied  that  any  haste  was  neoes* 
sory,  for  this  was  not  a  case  of  the  tomahawk 
and  soalplng-kuife  character.  Mr.  A.  went  on 
to  ai^e  against  the  origintd,  though  he  be- 
lieved he  should  vote  for  the  modified  substi- 
tute to  the  first  section  submitted  by  Ur. 
LooWB,  and  that  of  Mr.  Patton. 


TnoBSDAT,  Febmary  28. 
J^eutral  Selatiotu. 
The  qnesUon  pending  was  on  agredog  to  the 
modified  amendment  of  Mr.  Looms,  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TotroxT  sud  it  had  been  objected  that 
the  fourth  artide  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  came  into  conflict  with  this  bill 
as  to  the  right  of  seizure.  He  apprehended, 
however,  th^  there  was  no  foundation  for  tiiis 
objection,  as,  in  hia  opinion,  the  fourth  article 
applied  merely  to  general  search  warrants,  and 
had  no  application  to  the  kind  of  seizures  re- 
ferred to  m  this  bill.  He  supposed  the  oaae  of 
an  embargo  hiw  b^ng  passed,  would  any  one 
doabt  that  the  offloers  of  the  Government  would 
have  a  i^bt  to  sdze  vessds  about  to  violate 
that  law9  AMin :  in  the  case  of  goods  about 
to  be  smuggled,  would  there  be  any  doubt  of 
the  right  of  Government  officers  to  selce  the 
goods?  This  was  his  idea  in  relation  to  this 
article  of  the  ConstltBtlon  of  the  United  States 
on  this  subject. 
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The  C(»utitnti<m  of  the  United  States  de- 
clares  that  the  ri^t  of  the  People  to  hear 
arms  shall  remun  iiiTiolate.  Then  how  does 
this  amendment  apply  to  the  case?  and  how 
are  the  people  to  be  seoored  in  their  right  to 
bear  arms.  If  this  amendmeDt  passed.  'Whj,  if 
this  amendment  was  adopted,  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  who  might  be  found  with  arms 
or  munitions  of  war  in  bis  possession,  and  he 
expressed  an  intention  of  nsing  them  in  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  in  a  conterminous  country,  be 
is  guilty  of  a  high  crime  by  your  law,  and  sub- 
ject to  fine  and  imprisonment  Not  only  this, 
but  if  he  has  any  wagon,  vessel,  or  vehicle  of 
any  description,  and  he  says  he  is  going  to  use 
those  vdiielea  in  carrying  on  any  war  in  a  oon- 
temdnons  territory,  tbey  are  liable  to  sdznrc^ 
and  title  person  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  $8,000,  and 
imgisonment  for  three  years. 

These  were  the  principles  of  this  amendment, 
and  these  were  principles  which  he  entirely 
detested  and  abhorred,  and  he  protested  Sjgainst 
this  kind  of  legislation.  Further  than  this,  the 
amendment  under  consideration  would  apply 
in  a  most  odious  manner  to  persons  emigratmg 
from  this  country  to  a  country  conterminous 
with  our  country.  If  a  citizen  of  this  couutry 
dionld  attempt  to  pass  from  this  country  to 
Uezico  or  Texas,  and  hostility  should  be  ^ing 
on  there,  he  might  have  his  property  seized, 
and  himself  fined  and  Imprisoned  under  the  pro- 
virioos  of  this  section,  as  it  was  pn^rased  now 
to  amend  It  Further  than  this,  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  on  the  frontier  who  might 
have  arms  or  ammunition  in  his  possession,  and 
mlf^t  enress  an  intention  of  ndng  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  bwtUities  in  a  oonterminoos 
country,  he  would  be  subject  to  tiie  penalties 
provided  in  this  section.  - 

Agun :  if  Mexico  should  invade  Texas,  and 
a  citizen  of  Texas  in  this  country  shonld  at- 
tempt to  go  home  to  his  own  country  to  defend 
his  own  soil,,  he  would  be  sul^ect  to  the  penal- 
tiea  of  this  bill,  and  thrown  into  JaSL  on  the 
odder  hand,  Texas  shoald  invade  Ibxieo,  aAd 
any  oitizen  from  Ibxico  ahoidd  sttenpt'  to  go 
from  this  oonntry  to  defend  his  country,  he 
wonld  be  hdd  liable  to  fine  and  imprisoumentk 
Again :  if  any  Canadian  or  my  Bnpjeot  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  who  might  be  in  this 
country,  should  attempt  to  go  home  while  hos- 
tilities were  going  on  there,  he  would  be  snb- 
jeot  to  the  penalties  here  imposed.  He  con- 
tended, if  this  hill  was  passed,  .as  it  was  at- 
tempted to  amend  it,  and  it  was  attempted  to 
carry  out  its  provisions,  that  it  would  involve 
na  in  interminable  difficulties. 

The  act  of  1818,  in  his  opinion,  went  far 
enough,  and  as  far  as  any  act  ought  to  go,  and 
be  would  not  consent  to  gd  beyond  the  prind- 
ple  contained  in  that  law,  afid  the  principles 
onder  which  we  had  acted,'  withont  being  in> 
volved  in  difficulties,  for  the  last  half  century. 
The  bill  of  the  Senate  was  drawn  up  with  an 
^0  to  these  prindples,  and  so  fiur  as  it  went, 
he  WW  willing  to  go^  bat  no  fiirtlier. 


libra  Oarnm. 

Hr.  UmnawooD  opposed  both  the  aueiid- 
ment  submitted  by  the  gentiemaa  from  ir«ir 
Yoi^  and  the  oridjial  Mil,  as  a  meaaare  en- 
tirely improper  to  be  adopted  by  this  oonntry. 

By  the  provisions  ot*  this  bill,  he  expected  that, 
in  case  of  diflicnlties  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  the  citizens  of  the  West  might  be  pro- 
hibited from  trading  in  horses  and  moles,  &h 
well  as  arms  and  ammunition,  with  the  people 
of  Texas  or  Mexico.  It  might  also  prevent 
emigration  from  the  South  and  West  to  those 
countries,  or  it  may  prevent  emigration  from 
the  United  States  to  Canada.  Suppose  a  party 
of  a  hundred  families  going  from  the  W&A  to 
Texas,  of  course  they  woi^d  take  their  rifles 
and  ammunition  wiu  them.  Then,  if  your 
United  States  officer  met  them,  and  sued  tbem 
what  use  they  were  going  to  make  of  the  arms 
they  were  taking  with  ib«n,  and  Giey  s^.  they 
would  use  them  to  carry  on  a  war  witii  Mexico^ 
in  case  their  rights  were  invaded,  they  would 
he  subject  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  this 
bill 

It  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  bill  to 
trammel  trade  and  commer^  and  he  Ixmed 
every  gentieman  who  was  in  favor  of  a  free 
trade  upon  the  principles  lud  down  in  the  iaws 
of  nations,  would  oppose  it.  He  maintained 
t^at  it  was  the  right  of  the  dtizens  of  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  any 
coontry  that  had  a  war  ranng  within  h«r  bor- 
ders ;  and  be  maintained  nirtber,  that  if  tiiere 
were  two  hostile  armies  at  the  present  time  in* 
Canada,  (the  one  on  the  one  side  of  one  of  their 
great  rivers,  and  the  other  on  the  other  cade,) 
we  had  a  perfect  right  to  trade  with  both,  and 
famish  both  with  bread  and  beef^  without,  za 
any  manner,  compromitting  our  nentrali^. 
This  bill  imposed  penalties  which  were  never 
thought  of  at  any  former  time  in  oar  history. 
It  would  impose  a  penalty  on  the  citizoos  of  a 
foreign  country  who  might  be  driven  into  this 
country  by  the  stress  of  circumstancea,  witii 
arms  in  their  hands.  Snoh  persons  were  llaUe 
to  be  seized,  fined,  and  impnaoDed. 

Kow  this  was  a  monstrons  principle ;  and  be 
hoped  never  to  see  it  carried  into  execution  ia 
this  country.  Suppose  the  case  of  two  European 
nations  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  maritime 
war,  and  one  of  the  fieets  should  be  driven  into 
the  harbor  of  New  York  by  a  snperior  foroe. 
Would  you  seize  that  fieet,  and  hold  the  offioov 
and  seamen  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and  fine  toA 
imprison  them  t  He  thought  not.  It  would  be 
our  duty  to  protect  them  whilst  in  our  waters. 
Again :  suppose  a  superior  foroe  at  Maiden 
should  drive  out  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  who 
might  be  in  arms,  and  those  inhabitants  of  that 
place  should  take  refuge  in  Detroit would  you 
seize  npon  tiiem  ?  hold  them  goil^  of  a  faigji 
(simcL  and  snl^eot  them  to  a  fine  and  impriwm- 
ment  f  Was  tnis  the  principle  you  were  about 
to  establish  f  If  it  was,  he  must  say  that  he 
utterly  detested  any  such  priaciple. 

The  British  anthiuities  m  Canada  went  vpoa 
the  prind^  ftf  protection  BO  ftr,  tltot  th^  gave 
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protection  to  all  our  ren^^o  slaves  who  es- 
caped and  went  within  their  dommioos,  and 
why  should  we  be  prevented  from  giving  pro- 
tection to  the  oppressed  of  their  people?  As 
this  bill  hod  TOidOTgone  bo  many  phases,  he 
hoped  that  it  might  yet  nndet%o  a  total  edipse, 
because  it  was  a  measnre  which  he  believed 
calculated  to  do  very  great  injury  to  the  people 
d  this  ooaDtx7.  He  had  no  idea  (tf  .making  a 
law  of  this  kind,  which  was  only  to  apply  to 
oonterminooa  ooontries,  and  thought  if  any  bill 
of  the  kind  was  passe^t  that  it  ought  to  be  gen- 
eral in  ite  character,  ^th  the  view  of  tesang 
this  qaeation,  whether  tiie  House  was  disposed 
to  Ic^i^date  solely  with  reference  to  cooter- 
minoDS  territories,  he  mored  to  strike  out  the 


e 

IN  SENATE. 

TloinuDAT,  Febrnaiy  28. 
Independmt  TVwmry. 

Tbe  Senate  leanmed  the  oonrideration  of  the 
Indepoident  Treasory  bill,  as  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Hr.  OgrmsvKK  addressed  tiw  Besate  at 
kngdi  in  oppontion  to  the  UlL, 


HOUSE  OV  BEPBBBEKTATIVBB. 

MonuT,  February  86. 

Death  of  the  Son.  Jtmathan  Oiiieff. 

Mr.  Faibfixld  addressed  the  Home  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Ur.  Sfuzbb  :  An  event  has  occurred  nnoe 
our  hut  adjournment,  which  has  ^read  a  deep 
c^oom  over  this  ocnmnonilT,  and  dsfHiTed  Uiu 
body  of  one  of  ite  most  valuable  membera.  I 
allude,  dr,  to  the  death  of  my  late  oolleagne, 
the  Hon.  Jovathah  Ozllit,  which,  it  is  my 
painful  duty  to  uinounce,  took  place  on  Sat- 
urday last  near  this  city.  One  hour  we  saw 
him  in  full  life,  standing  in  the  midst  of  os  in 
all  the  pride  and  vigor  of  manhood ;  the  next, 
a  helpless,  inanimate  corpse.  It  is  a  case,  sir, 
tnoat  melancholy  and  heart-rending  in  aU  its 
circumstaooes,  (of  which,  however,  this  is  not 
the  occasion  to  speak,)  and  brings  home  to  our 
minds,  with  peculiar  emphasis,  the  trite  hut 
solemn  truth,  that  "  in  the  m^fit  of  life  we  are 
in  death." 

.  My  deceased  rolleaf^  was  a  man  of  unomn- 
mon  talents.  His  mmd  was  ebemg,  i^orons^ 
well  stored,  and  well  disciplined.  £  had, 
moreover,  that  indomitable  spirit  of  perse- 
Tcranoe  in  all  the  pursuits  of  an  elevated  and 
honorable  ambition,  which  wotdd  not  rest  satis- 
fied with  low  attunments.  He  partook,  largely, 
too,  of  that  fearless  patriotism  of  his  ancestors, 
which  made  them  *'  poor  out  their  blood  like 
waterj"  in  the  war  of  the  Bevoluti(m.  and  which 
also  displayed  itself  in  the  brave  and  chividrons 
conduct  of  an  only  brother  during  the  late  war. 
Hii  ftUowHntoens  had  often  elei^  him  to 
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places  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  State  of  his 
adoption,  and  had  now  given  him  a  seat  among 
the  Representatives  of  the  nation ; — among  us, 
who  are  now  spared  tu  deplore  bis  abrupt  and 
tragical  removal.  Though  he  had  not  long 
been  a  memtwr  of  this  body,  he  had  established 
and  enviable  and  an  enduring  reputation.  His 
ready  powers  of  debate,  his  warm  and  forvid 
doquenoe,  his  manly  bearing  towards  oppo- 
nentL  and  conrteons  demeanor  to  all,  will  be 
readily  acknowledged,  and  long  remembered 
by  tiie  members  of  this  House, 

That  his  sadden  and  melancholy  death  will 
produce  a  deep  saisation  in  Maine,  and  indeed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  no  one  can 
doubt;  but  the  annunciation  of  the  dreadfhl 
£act  to  the  partner  of  his  boeom,  utiing  in  the 
midst  of  the  young  pledges  of  their  mutual 
affection,  little  dreaming  of  the  blow  that  awaits 
her,  it  is  shocking  to  contemplate,  ^o  one  can 
think  of  it  but  with  feelings  of  the  m<»t  poig- 
nant and  heartfelt  grief.  May  *'  He  who  tem- 
pers the  wind  to  the  shorn  Iamb,"  and  who 
''will  not  break  the  bruised  reed,"  give  her 
that  ocHuolation  and  snppwt  which  needs^ 
and  wldeh  no  earthly  power  can  give. 

With  tUs  brief  and  imper&ot  annoonoement, 
I  bc^  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolntixHU : 

Resolved,  That  the  membeie  <£  this  House  will 
attend  the  ftmenl  of  JoNATaAS  Cillet,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  the  House  from  the  State  of  Uaine, 
at  13  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  apm^ted  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  fimeru  of  Jiuiaxhmm 
CiLLiT,  decMsed. 

Ssaohtd,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  tUa 
House  win  testify  their  reject  for  the  memory  at 
JosATHAii  CiLUT,  by  Wearing  onpe  <m  the  left  arm 
tor  thirty  days. 

The  resolutiofs  were  unanfanoudy  adopted, 
and  on  motion  of  Hr.  FAmnBU),  the  Home 
then  adjourned  till  18  o'clock  to4norraw. 


IN  BBNATB. 

MoBDAT,  February  26. 

J)ea^  o/theS^/retentatiee  JbnatAan  OiHeff,  Et^. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
liepresentatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon,  JoNATHAir  OiLLET,  a  member  of  that 
House  from  the  State  of  Mdne,  and  stating  that 
tiie  funeral  would  take  place  from  the  hall  of 
the  House  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Wnxuim  addressed  tiie  Soiate  w'fid- 

lowa: 

Mr.  President :  I  came  into  the  Senate  this 
morning,  exhausted  and  overwhelmed,  to  per- 
form the  melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to 
you  and  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the 
sudden  and  lamented  death  of  my  .friend  and 
oollea^e,  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Cillet,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Maine  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

At  the  last  acljourmnent  of  the  Senate,  "Ox. 
Oaua  waa  in  peroot  healA,  fall  of  faf^  and 
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expectatoon  of  making  binuelf  useful  in  assert- 
iog  and  Tindioating  the  violated  rights  of  bia 
8taj»,  and  of  distinguiahiiig  himself  in  the  great 
QTUMtumi  whidi  now  ao  deeply  ai^tate  the  ^ab- 
uo  mind;  foil  of  seal  and  udent  patriotiBm, 
and  of  devotion  to  the  great  canse  of  hmnan 
liberty  and  of  human  rights,  be  considered  that 
a  aisis  had  arisen  when  his  ooantry  had  a  right 
to  daim  the  services  of  her  sons.  He  obeyed 
the  call  of  his  constitnents,  relinqnisbing  the 
enjoyments  of  the  dcnoestic  circle  of  a  wi»  and 
three  children.  He  is  now  a  lifeless  corpse; 
all  hifl  h<^>e8  are  blasted  and  destn^ed,  and  his 
c<nistitnentB  are  deprived  of  the  services  of  an 
able  and  fiuthfal  representative. 

Kr.  OnxKT  was  b  native  of  Kew  Hampshire, 
and  belonged  to  cm  of  the  moat  ancient  and 
renteotable  fkmiliea  in  that  State.  Patriotism 
and  toaverj  were  bla  ioheritanoe,  gtand- 
fittber  was  the  disUngoished  patriot  and  brave 
officer  of  the  Bevolnnon,  General  Gilley ;  and 
his  brother,  Oaptain  Joseph  OiUey,  was  the  gal- 
lant leader  of  the  beroio  charge  under  Colonel 
Uiller,  at  the  Battle  of  Bridgewater  Heighten  in 
the  last  war. 

The  deceased  was  a  graduate  of  Bowdoia 
College,  in  Maine,  and  by  his  enperior  talents 
and  applioation  attained  a  bi^  standing  at  the 
bar  in  that  Stateu  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  an 
able  advocate,  and  a  powerfal  debater. 

From  early  life  Mr.  Ouxbt  was  ard^itly  at- 
tached to  the  principles  alt  free  Gtoreimnent ; 
a  sealons  advocate  of  the  rights  of  the  noihoU 
petnile,  and  a  determined  opponent  <tf  the  claim 
of  we  fetD  to  tyrannize  over  the  mem^. 

In  1883,  Kr.  Onxxr  was  elected  to  the  Honse 
of  Beinesentatives  in  Maine,  and  in  1836  and 
1886  was  Speaker  of  that  body,  where  Lis  tal- 
ents and  love  of  country  became  so  conspicnooa, 
tiiat  in  1887  be  was  elected  to  Oongress  in  a 
dlArict  in  which  fiie  ixufjority  were  fau  political 
exponents. 

Of  his  conduct  here  I  need  not  speak,  for  all 
who  bear  me,  and  all  who  knew  Mr.  Cillst  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  will'bear  testimony 
to  his  ability,  to  his  open,  frank,  and  deter- 
nuned  course,  to  the  high  order  of  bis  talents 
and  powers  as  a  debater,  and  to  the  respect  and 
deferenoe  he       to  the  x^ta  of  others. 

As  a  man,  Mr.  Otaxt  was  warm,  ardent, 
generoofl,  noble;  as  a  friend,  troe,  fidthfol, 
aUding.  He  was  in  tiie  meriman  ot  hia  life, 
aged  w :  the  past  was  the  earnest  of  the  fbtnre. 

In  his  death,  Maine  has  lost  one  of  her  bright- 
est ornaments,  and  the  nati<nL  is  b«r^  of  a  de- 
voted patriot,  and  an  ardent,  zealous  nipporter 
of  its  free  iostitutions. 

The  sun  which  set  irnon  the  lifeless  corpse 
of  my  late  friend  and  colleague,  rose  bright  and 
cheering  upon  bis  <^tant  fireside  circle,  and  the 
wife  of  bis  bosom  blessed  its  gladsome  beams, 
and  told  her  innocent  children  that  it  brought 
the  return  of  their  father  one  day  nearer. 

Alasl  nor  wife  nor  childrm  diall  see  him 
more.  "Who  ohall  now  penetarate  tiiat  benared 
nuBulni,  and  wUneaa  ttieteen,  tho  agon^,  the 
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distraction  of  tiie  widow  and  the  fatberksl 
Ur.  Preudent^  I  cannot  Uii^  the  Father  of  ill 
mercies  be  their  comforter  and  their  sqjport 
Of  the  cause  and  mannor  of  the  deata  Mr, 
OiuxT,  I  forbear  to  q>eak;  bat  aUow  nw  to 
say,  that  it  is  my  solemn  conviction  that  he  en- 
tOTtained  no  ill  will,  and  intended  no  disreqcct, 
to  Mr,  GsATKs,  in  any  thing  that  occurred ;  sol 
that  in  accepting  the  call,  he  did  nothing  mm 
than  he  bdieved  indittwrntiAle^  to  avoid  & 
grace  to  bimadi^  tohls  nmily,  and  toluacai- 
BtdtuentB. 

Mr.  "WiLiJAiiB  then  submitted  the  follDwiiig 
resolntions,  which  were  nnanimoosly  adopted: 

Bstohed  wumimmidy,  Thit  the  Senate  irill  tttod 
the  fimnal  of  the  Hon.  Jouiuh  Cnui,  Ute  a 
monber  of  the  Hoose  of  BepieaontaHTCs,  frcm  tk 
SUdeofKaloe,at  tbehoor  of  twdveoVlodttoi» 
row,  and  as  a  teetimony  of  respect  fo^  the  maiwj 
of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  iiioanimg,)7Tet- 
ing  crape  round  Ihe  left  arm  for  thirty  daja. 

jjid,  as  an  additional  majk  of  nqieet  totteiua- 
oty  <tf  the  deceased, 

^Mohed,  Hat  the  Senate  do  now  scyonm. 


HOUBK  OT  REFRSSEirrATIYEa 

TuBSDAT,  Felffunry  27. 
The  Honse  met  at  13  o'clock,  for  the  "ptavm 
of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  m 

JONATHUV  CnUET. 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  paS-bevQ^ 
and  mourners,  attended  at  the  late  residence 
the  deceased,  at  Mr.  Birth's,  at  11  o'clock  i-  ifi 
at  which  time  the  remains  were  removed,  in 
charge  of  the  oonunittee  of  arranswnoitB,  at- 
tended by  the  8ergeant-at-arms  of  the  Eoasi 
of  Representative,  to  the  Hall,  where  thefe- 
neral  service  was  perfumed  by  the  BeT.v- 
Slieer,  and  the diaooum pnaahed  t^theBtr, 
Mr.  Reese. 

The  faneral  procession  then  moved  from  w 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Bcnresentatlvei  to  tk 
^laoe  of  intomei^  in  the  sdlowing  odor : 

The  (Thapl&ina  of  both  Honsefl. 
Committee  of  Arrangenunte^  fftf : 
lb.  Evans,  <tf  Jf  oine. 
Mr,  ATHKStoir,  of  N.  H.      Mr.  Coles,  of  Vt. 
Mr.  CoimoB,  of  N.  0.  Mr.  Johkbok,  of  U 

Mr.  Wmmwr,  of  (Mo.    Mr.  Fuxkou,  of  A.  I- 

Pall  Seann,  vit: 
Mr,  THoma,  of  Marjtatd.    Mr.  Gampbbix,  of  ^  ^ 
Mr.  WnuAW,  of  N,  H.       Mr,  Whim,  of  Indi* 
Mr,  OoLi,  of  Pennsylvaida,  Mr.  Mabtik,  of  A* 

The  family  and  fnends  of  the  deoewei 
The  members  of  the  House  of  B^reaentatiree  iw 

Senatots  from  Maine,  as  moumeiB- 
The  Sergeaat-atanns  of  the  House  of  BepresatiafH 
nw  Honse  of  Kepreeentattves,  loeoeded  1^  °^ 
Speaker  and  Clerk. 
The  Serg^t-ot-anns  of  the  Senate. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  Vjvt 
Vice  Present  and  their  Secretary. 
The  Precedent  of  the  United  States, 
mw  Heads  of  Depoitmuits. 
Judges  of  die  SoprenM  Oonit,  and  its  oBOOrs. 

Foreign  Mhdaten. 
(Wiaiii  and  flbamcifl. 
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Xir  SENATX. 

TtTBSDAT,  February  27. 

Kr.  Whttb  rose  and  Btdd,  that  in  order  that 
the  Senate  might  carry  into  effect  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  yesterday  in  relation  to  attending 
'Uie  funeral  of  the  deceased  member  from,Uaine, 
he  would  move  that  the  Senate  ad|}oani ;  which 
motion  was  conoorred  in. 

H0U8X  OF  BEPBEBESTATtTZa 

TEDKEBDi-T,  Febmary  28. 
Death  tfWmore^U  JojuUhan  GUUy. 

Mr.  Faibtiku}  aalud  leave  to  oflfor  ttie  fed- 
lowing  resolutioift : 

RaUved,  That  a  conunittee,  coning  of  seren 
memberSj  be  fq)poltited  to  inrestigate  the  ouues 
whi^  led  to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Jokathan  Cillst,  • 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  the  oircumatances 
oonnected  therewith,  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

lU^Aied,  That  eaii  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  penoDS  and  papers,  and  hare  leave  to  dt  during 
the  seadons  of  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  Bill  oljeoted.  He  l^ought  that  what- 
ever was  d(me  in  this  matter,  had  better  be 
postponed  until  the  House  became  more  calm, 
and  was  able  to  act  mtwo  co<^  <m  the  mUeot. 

Kr.  FamnsLD  moved  a  soepttiaon  «  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Pakkkh  called  for  the  jeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  118, 
nays  81. 
So  the  rales  were  suspended. 
Hr.  Faisfikld  said :  Mr.  President,  entertain- 
ing the  views  and  feelings  which  I  do  entertain 
in  regard  to  the  awful  tracedy  in  which  certain 
membera  of  this  Honse  lately  participated,  I 
could  not  refi-aln  from  offering  the  reaolutlcHis 
which  have  just  been  read.  Sir,  if  I  had  held 
back,  and  revised  to  move  in  this  affikir,  **  the 
voice  of  my  brother's  blood  would  cry  to  me 
from  the  sronnd."  Hy  late  colleague  and 
fliend  has  been  shot  down  and  deprived  of  life 
in  a  manner,  and  tmder  oiroumstances,  that 
seem  to  me  most  imperiously  to  demand  an 
investigation.  It  is  due  to  the  surviving  family 
and  friends  of  the  deceased,  that  we  should  take 
cognizance  of  this  affair :  it  is  due  to  ourselves, 
to  ooT  conntry,  to  humanity,  and  to  God ;  and 
I  tmst  that  no  member  wiU  shrink  from  the 
high  and  solemn  responsibility  thus  cast  upon 
him.  But,  ande  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stanoes  of  Out  ease,  and  our  peculiar  diddea  re- 
sulting from  them,  it  appears  to  me  Hiat  an  op- 
portonitjr  is  presented,  which  every  good  man 
shoold  be  quick  to  improve,  for  *iwM"i'"e  the 
barbarous  and  inhuman  practioe  of  daeUi^f — a 
'ce  which  does  violence  to  the  laws  of 
to  the  best  feelings  of  our  own  nature, 
and  to  the  dictates  of  reason — a  practioe  which 
is  entirely  behind,  uad  unworthy  of  the  age  of 
civilization  in  which  we  live,  and  which  should 
unite  the  earnest  and  faithfbl  efforts  of  every 
IHend  to  hto  qwoies  for  its  eztezminatioiL 


[Fkbbuabt,  188& 

Under  the  circnmatanoes  of  this  case,  how- 
ever, t^e  deowsed  being  my  ^end,  and  my 
own  feelings  being  deeply  and  strongly  excited, 
I  feel  that  there  would  be  a  propriety  in  the 
Speaker's  depaxtiug  fh>m  the  usual  rule,  by 
omitting  to  place  me  upon  the  committee ;  ana 
I  accordingly  make  that  request. 

Mr.  W.  0.  Johnson  smd  he  had  voted  agmnst 
the  suspenuon  of  the  rule  to  introduce  these 
reecdnlmns,  because,  oa  hearing  them  raa^  he 
came  to  the  oondtiaon  that  no  good  eonld  re> 
suit  from  them.  Vffone  ootdd  feel  great« 
grief  than  himself  at  the  calamlfy  which  befell 
the  friends  of  the  gentleman  whose  death  we 
all  now  moorned,  but  he  had  voted  against 
brining  in  these  resolutions  because  he  did  not 
know  what  power  Congress  had  to  suppreea 
duelling.  It  was  an  evil  in  the  state  of  sodety, 
which  made  it  neoessary  in  some  cases  for  gen- 
tlemen to  resort  to  this  mode  of  settling  per- 
sonal disputes,  and  he  much  regretted  uiat  It 
was  so ;  but  he  did  not  apprehend  that  this  in- 
quiry was  going  to  correct  the  evil,  or  that  any 
BBlutary  gtxtd  could  be  effected  by  this  inquiry. 
As  to  w  partiealars  in  this  case,  if  it  was  a»- 
nred  to  OKain  ^m,  the  morning  pfl4>er8  gave 
all  the  ftots  and  droumstanoes  oonneoted  with 
it;  and  if  it  was  intended  to  enact  an  anti- 
duelling  law,  he  would  ask  where,  under  the 
constitution,  yon  obtain  the  right  to  enact  it. 
That  was  a  matter  which  belon^d  to  the  States 
alone,  and  many  of  them  have  passed  laws  on 
this  subject ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  a 
nsurpataon  of  power  for  Congress  to  undertake 
to  act  on  this  subject.  He  ^onld  vote  agunat 
this  resolution,  because  he  coniddered  that  it 
would  be  a  reflection  upon  all  the  parties  con- 
nected with  the  unfortunate  occurrence  alluded 
to  in  the  resolution.  He  looked  upon  it  as  re- 
flecting upon  tbe  wisdom  and  the  Justice  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  it.  He  would  ask  any  gen- 
tleman if  mlher  of'theee  parties  had  been  gnil^ 
of  any  moral  deUnqneney,  or  oi  any  act  whitm 
would  bring  him  so  far  within  the  rules  and 
laws  of  the  House  as  to  Justify  his  expulsion  ? 
If  any  gentleman  would  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  tl^  either  of  them  had  violated  the  rules 
of  honor,  or  done  any  act  which  would  make 
him  an  unfit  associate  for  the  members  of  this 
House,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  (me  to  have 
this  iuqmry  instatnted ;  he  would  vote  not  only 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  bat  he  would  vote 
to  expel  such  individual  from  the  House ;  and 
he  would  almoBt  go  to  expel  him'  from  off  the 
&oe  of  the  earth.  But  no  such  tiling  had  been 
iu&nated  i^ainst  any  miember  of  the  House, 
and  what  right  have  we  to  go  into  this  matter! 
mutt  right  nave  we  to  inquire  into  the  private- 
rations  of  gentlonen  ?  What  right  have  we 
to  institute  ourselves  into  a  board  of  honor  to 
inquire  into  a  matter  c£  this  kind  1 

Mr.  FijtKBB  r^etted  that  he  found  himself 
compelled  to  differ  in  opinion  from  his  friend 
from  Maryland,  JomreoN;)  that  he  had 
heard  from  him  no  good  reason  ezpfessed 
•galDBfc  the  adopttoa  of  the  lesdidicsu.  It  wm 
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said  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  legislate  on 
tiiis  sa^ect,  and  that  that  power  was  reserved 
to  the  States.  Surely  Congress  has  the  power 
to  act  io  reference  to  the  Bistriot  of  Oolomhia, 
and  it  could  not  be  denied  tiiat  the  Bonse  of 
BepresentativeB  had  jniiadiction  over  its  own 
members.  His  friend  nad  said  that  If  an^  mem- 
ber woold  state  on  this  floor  that  the  unfor- 
tunate transaction  bad  not  been  oondncted  ao- 
owding  to  the  rules  of  the  "  code  of  honor^"  he 
woold  vote  for  this  resolption,  Mr.  F,  said  he 
made  no  assertion  of  tbat  kind.  He  did  not 
pr(^^  to  be  skilled  in  the  nice  teclmicelity  of 
those  rules,  as  they  were  onderstood  by  some 
gentlemen  here ;  that  with  his  constitaents  the 
roles  of  honor  were  the  roles  of  law,  religion, 
and  morality ;  but  he  would  say  that  the  trans- 
action referred  to  was  a  violfttion  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  and  called  imperiooaly  opon 
this  Hoose  to  guard  agunst  the  recorrence  of 
such  heart-rending  scenes;  and 'every  consid- 
tt^tion  of  duty  to  the  public  and  to  ourselves 
required  pnunpt  and  decisive  action. 

mx.  Dawboh  said  that  no  gentleman  regretted 
more  than  himself  the  unfortunate  occurrence 
whi6h  had  taken  place,  but  he  considered  that 
when  ve  were  about  to  involve  the  feelings  of 
all.  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  i^ir, 
that  we  ought  to  pause  b^ore  we  acted.  He 
would  inquire  of  ^ntlemen  what  the  result  of 
this  inquiry  would  be,  and  what  benefit  could 
accrue  to  the  community  from  it  He  admitted 
that  Oongress  had  a  ri^ht  to  pass  a  law  to  pro- 
hibit duelling  in  the  Instrict  of  Columbia,  and 
for  such  a  measure,  when  brought  forward,  he 
would  vote ;  but  he  woold  ask  gentlemen  what 
good  was  expected  to  result  fW)m  this  ict^niry  f 

Mr.  Kattbus  "iSxaiEiB  had  no  disposition  to 
take  part  \n.  the  discussUm  of  this  question,  but 
on  hearing  the  resoIoUoD  read,  it  oocnrred  to 
him  that  it  did  not  reach  &r  enough,  and  he 
proposed  an  amendment  with  a  view  of  having 
some  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  which 
TTonld  prevent  the  practice  of  duelling  in  ftiture. 

Mr.  Bbli.  did  not  doubt  that  the  introduction 
of  this  resolution  was  "well  intended;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  motive  of  the  House,  in 
Bospending  the  rules  for  the  porpose,  was  a 
very  laudable  one ;  but  it  was  his  deliberate 
judgment  that  this  resolution  was  not  calculated 
to  produce  that  dedrable  result  which  was  ex- 
pected to  arise  from  it  Instead  of  its  bdng  a 
benefit,  he  Aared  that  it  would  be  the  cause  of 
additional  mischief. 

Mr.  MoKennan  said  that  the  peculiar  pon- 
iion  in  which  he  stood  towiu*d8  his  constituents, 
demanded  that  he  should  say  a  word  in  expla- 
'natitm  of  the  vote  he  had  given  against  the  sos- 

Eension  of  the  rule,  and  state  the  reasons  why 
e  would  vote  in  ^vor  of  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  farther  consideration  of  the  sobject 
for  one  week.  His  consUtoents,  he  said,  con- 
demned the  practice  of  doelling  in  the  most 
unqualified  terms;  and  in  that  condemnation 
he  most  heartily  agreed  with  thein.  H«  tA- 
korred  tie  yraetiee,  from  tJta  verp  iotton  qf  fUt 


toulj  and  teould  go  ea  fofr  a*  the/arthat  on  tlm 
faoT  in  tuppreuinff  it.  He  farther  said,  ht 
would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in  deploring  tbt 
tra^cal  event  which  had  cast  a  melaocbolf 
gloom  over  the  city,  and  which  we  had  all 
been  called  opon  to  mooro.  He  tj/mpatAiud, 
deqsly  tympeUhieed,  with  the  Felatives  of  tiie ' 
deceased ;  end  if  he  could  pour  tlie  oO  (tf  »d- 
solation  into  the  bosom  of  nia  surviving  part- 
ner, notliing  would  afibrd  hhn  more  aati^AotiaiL 

[Here  the  Bfsakxb  interposed,  and  and  11h 
question  was  on  postponement] 

Mr,  Boon  had  voted  for  the  suspension,  ud 
should  DOW  vote  for  the  resolution  upon  tlia 
ground  of  its  being  a  matte*  of  privilege,  in- 
volving the  right  of  debate  ix^this  House. 

Mr.  FoTTBB  could  not  see  any  good  result 
which  could  arise  from  the  poetponement  of  thi 

S[uestion.  Ko  honorable  gentleman  would  saf- 
er any  other  feelings  to  infineuce  hia  conne 
than  those  which  peiltdn  to  high  and  pure  prb- 
ciples  of  a  moru  character  and  du^  to  his 
country.  If  he  could  concur  in  opinion  vidi 
his  houoraUe  colleague,  that  this  proceeding 
cast  any  reflection  upon  the  living,  or  the  mem- 
ory of  the  de«l,  he  would  pause,  and  ask  for 
more  tame  to  consider  and  reflect  upon  the  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  Faisfield,  in  order  to  meet  &e  vieirs  of 
gentlemen,  modified  his  resolution,  by  adding 
to  the  end  thereof  the  following :  "  And  foitber 
to  inquire  whether  there  has  been,  in  the  cue 
alluded  to,  any  breach  of  the  privileges  of  thi! 
House." 

Mr.  LooHiB  said  it  appeared  to  him,  vha 
they  had  so  plain  a  state  of  fiicts  as  was  hen 

S resented,  ^at  tiiere  could  be  no  ^coIIt  in 
ei^diiLg  up(m  it  at  onoe. 
Mr.  GnERmxhad  heard  no  good  reaxmm 
immediate  action  on  this  qnest^on,  and  be  tn^ 
ed  the  question  would  be  postponed  until  tba 
present  excitement  had  passed  away. 

Mr.  Bbonson  s^d :  At  present,  the  qnesas. 
is  not  lehit  we  shall  do,  but  whether  we  Bhill 
act  at  all ;  whether  we  shall  proceed  to  inw*- 
tigate  the  matter ;  whether  we  shall  take  vij 
cognisance  of  the  late  most  tra^cal  oni  i>Qi<^ 
tunate  occurrence.  If  we  act  at  all,  we  BhonW 
act  promptly.  Onr  duty  to  our  conntiy  i» 
ourselves  requires  of  us  that  we  should  eiite> 
tain  the  resolution— that  we  should  it  om> 
show  our  willingness  to  InvestlgatCL  On  ws 
point  there  shouM  not  be  any  delay.  ^ 
The  House  refbsed  to  postp<me— ye«  ^ 
nays  117. 

Mr.  OABLAim,  of  Lonidana,  stated,  that  if » 
had  been  in  the  House  when  the  vote  to*?- 
pend  was  taken,  ho  should  have  reoorded  M 
name  a^inst  it,  for  he  was  opposed  to  any 
vestigation  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Clownet  demanded  the  P«^*J?.^ 
tion  on  the  resolution  as  modified ;  wbwn  wp 
seconded — ayes  IOC,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  lamj^ 
tion,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resoInO"^ 
be  no  V  put 
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Ur.  Odsbmui  and  Hr.  Tatlob  rose  dmnl- 
Unomuly,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
wMcit  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows : 

TuBL — ^Hflssn.  Aduns,  AJeumder,  Henun  ADeii, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Besttj, 
Beime,  ]^ckQell,  Biddle,  Blrdaall,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Bosldin,  Brign,  Brodhead,  Brmaon,  Broyn, 
BTnum,  Wdl  B.  Calhonn,  CambreleDg,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Cbaney,  Clarit,  Caeveland,  Clowney, 
Colea,  Oorwin,  Craig,  Cnej,  Cuahman,  Davee,  Daries, 
Bebeiry,  DeGraff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Erana,  Everett, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  -Richard  Fletcher,  L  Fletcher, 
Fdlmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  Jamea  Garland,  Glascock, 
Goode,  Orantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Haley,  ^11,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Hdsey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Eubley,  Ingbabi,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
XUweosmitb,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loonda,  I^nm, 
Kirnn,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  Heaellan, 
Abraham  McGlellui,  McKim,'  HcKenitan,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Koigan,  Matthias  Morris, 
Samuel  W.  Monia,  Calrary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble, 
Koyes,  O^e,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patterson, 
Paynter.  Pe^  Petrikin,  Fhiilipe,  Pickens,  Plomer, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolidi, 
Beed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  lUchardson,  Rives,  Rusaell, 
Sheffer,  Angostine  M.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Sheplor, .  Sibley,  SUde,  Smith,  Spencer,  Steward, 
Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Titos,  Toncey, 
Tumey,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Slisha  Whittles^,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  WiUiams, 
J.  W.  WllUama,  Worthington,  TeU,  and  Torice— 
152. 

Nats.— Mesan.  i^jrigg,  BdJ,  John  Calhonn,  Wn- 
Uam  B.  f^pbell,  Wm.  B.  Cartfr,  Chambers,  Ch^>- 
man,  Cheatham,  Ocnmor,  Cranston,  Gartis,  Dawson, 
Dromgoole,  Dunn,  Ewing,  lUce  Gu-land,  James  Gra- 
ham, William  Graham,  Harlan,  Hawes,  Hoffinan, 
R.  M.  T.  Hnnter,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
L^are,  Mallory,  Jamea  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Mil- 
11^  Mitdtell,  Fatten,  Pearce,  Pope,  Ridgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Sawyer,  ^elds,  Snyder,  Sootl^iOe,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  Albert  B. 
White,  John  White,  Sberrod  WiUiams,  and  JobkA 
L  Williams-49. 

So  the  resolntioa  was  i^[reed  to. 


IS  8BNATK. 

'WmaaBDA.r,  Febniaiy  88. 

£ooJla  for  Memben. 

Hr.  Bobbins,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Xiibrary,  reported  a  Joint  resolntion,  aathorizing 
the  Seicretary  of  the  Senate  and  Olerh  of  the 
House  to  Bobscribe  for  ten  copies  of  Kiles'  Bl- 
ister for  each  of  the  members  of  Oongress,  pro- 
tided  that  he  wdnld  consent  to  pnbUw  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Oongress,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  each  question  so  taken,  ^d  also  a  supple- 
ment at  tne  end  of  the  session,  containing  all 
pnhlio  and  iH^Tate  laws  of  Co^;nes,  and  fhmish 
to  each  member  one  ot^y  of  this  supplement 
free  of  charge. 

Ur.  Bbntoh  siud  it  was  lime  for  this  busi- 
ness to  be  stepped,  and  he  dtould  call  for  the 
yeas  and  n^  on  the  qneatiim.  The  argument 
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□sed,  In  the  flrtt  instanoe,  Iqr  gentlanen  who 
advocated  this  system  of  book  porehaung,  was, 
that  some  members  had  been  furnished  with 
books  which  tJie  new  Senators  had  not.  In  thia 
case  the  argument  would  not  apply,  and  we 
had  now  reached  that  point  where  the  whole 
system  might  be  abandoned,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be. 

Mr.  BoBsms  said  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BsNTOHr.  There  let  it  lie,  and  I  hope 
forever. 

Bobbins  sud  he  would  not  consent  to 

that 

The  qoestion  on  laying  it  on  tlie  table,  was 
carried  m  tlie  affinnatiTe. 


HOTOB  OF  BXFBEBBl!rTA.TITXB. 
Thubsdat,  March  1. 

The  following  Select  Committee  on  the  reso- 
lution to  inquire  into  the  ciroumstanoes  which 
led  to  the  death  of  the  late  Hon.  Jonathan 
CiLLBT,  was  read  fW}m  the  journal  this  morn- 
ing: Mr.  Touoxt,  of  Connectacat ;  Mr.  Pottbb, 
ofrenn^ylvaida ;  Mr. Bmaoa, of Massaohnsetts ; 
Mr.  DuioBB,  of  Bonth  Carolina ;  Mr.  Bsunr,  of 
New  York;  Mr.  Habbibok,  of  Missonri;  Mr. 
BABinsN,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Bbiggs  and  Mr.  Hasbuon  were  excused, 
and  the  Tacauiy  tndered  by  the  Hoose  to  be 
flUednp. 


Fbtdat,  March  3. 
Mr.  Qbbnnbll,  of  Massachosetts,  and  Mr. 
Gbantland,  of  Georgia,  were  announced  ss 
bein^  appointed  by  the  Chaib  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies occasioned  by  the  re^^ation  of  Mr. 
Beiqqb  and  Mr.  Habbisok,  on  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  oansea  of  the  death  of 
the  late  Hon  Jokathab  OnxiT. 

7%e  NeutraUty  BUL 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affeurs  was  taken  up.  The  provisions'(^ 
the  bill  will  be  understood  firom  the  debate. 

Mr.  HowABD  expired  that  this  bill  had 
been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AjSairs,  in  consequence  of  the  difflcnlty  of 
amending  the  Senate's  bill  in  such  manner  as 
to  meet  me  views  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Undbbwood  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  which  an&orized  the  President  to  re- 
lease goods  which  may  be  taken  in  certun 
cases,  in  order  to  prohibit  the  Fraddent  from 
acting  in  a  Jodicial  cwacity. 

Jb.  Howabd  stated  that  this  proviuon  waa 
introduced,  because  it  was  oonridered  that  the 
Preddent  was  the  most  competent  judge  in  these 
cases.  He  was  fblly  acquainted  with  our  relar 
tions  with  foreign  countries,  which  made  him 
more  competent  to  judge  in  such  cases  than  the 
judges  of  courts,  if  Uie  matter  waa  referred 
to  we  ooart^  there  might  be  difiEbrenoe  of  opia- 
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Ion  "between  the  Inclgea,  ui  conaequence  of  the 
information  which  was  in  their  poBsearion ;  but 
the  President,  having  all  the  information,  conld 
decide  more  nnderstandingly  and  properly. 

Hr.  Undsbwood  replied,  that  his  objection 
to  the  clause  which  he  had  moved  to  strike  out, 
was,  that  it  invested  the  Executive  with  judi- 
cial powers,  which  powers  belonged  eiclusively 
to  the  Judiciary  department ;  because  it  enabled 
him  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  offence 
bad  been  committed.  He  appreh«ided  it  would 
not  do  in  this  ooantry  to  vest  judidal  powers 
in  the  EzeontlTe. 

Hr.  MoEat  coi^dered  that  this  clause  ^mply 
gave  power  to  the  Executive,  in  cases  where 
property  had  been  seized^  to  release  it.  Hie 
law  provided  for  the  eeizure  of  property,  but 
not  for  its  forfeiture ;  therefore,  it  waa  proper 
that  the  President  uiould  have  the  power  to 
release  it,  under  certain  droomstances.  In  case 
this  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  clause  was 
struck  out,  goods  could  only  be  restored  by  the 
judgment  of  courts ;  and  where  they  had  been 
seized  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  the  law, 
there  must  bo  great  delay  and  loss. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  disagreed  to. 

Hr.  FiLLxoBE  moved  to  strike  ont  that,  part 
of  the  second  section  which  made  the  biU  ap- 
plicable,  only  to  coDterminons  territories.  It 
might  be  said  that  there  was  very  little  dan^r 
of  getting  into  any  difficulty  with  countries 
which  did  not  lie  contlguons  to  the  United 
States ;  bat  he  thought  our  l^islation  ought  to 
be  nnifomt. 

Hr.  BowABD  remarked  that  it  was  necessary 
to  shape  our  legislation  to  the  ciroumatancea  in 
which  we  were  placed.  We  already  had  laws 
which  were  applicable  to  expeditions  fitted  ont 
for  service  at  aea,  end  agunst  foreign  countries, 
and  it  now  becune  neoesBaiy  to  paas  laws  to 
preserve  our  neutrality  witk  eonterminous 
oonntries,  end  this  law  had  been  introdnced  to 
effect  that  olfjeot. 

Jb,  HoLsBT  contended  that  this  bill  waa  to 
place  ns  in  the  same  relation  to  oonterminons 
countries  which  it  did  to  other  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Hr.  FiLLMoBB  Bostained  his  amendment  on 
the  ground  that  the  bill  created  invidious  dis- 
tinctions, which  ought  never  to  exist  in  the 
legislation  of  any  country. 

The  amendment  of  Hr.  Fhxhobk  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Hi*.  EvEBBTT  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
vhich  provided  that  the  law  should  not  inter- 
with  the  trade  aotiiorized  to  be  carried  on 
1^  the  laws  of  nationa— lost. 

Ht.  RoBnrsoN^  moved  an  amoidmen^  prorid- 
ing  that  in  all  cases  of  selzore,  affidavit  should 
first  be  made,-and  a  warrant  issued. 

Hr.  R.  urged  his  amendment  on  the  House, 
on  the  ground  of  the  unoonstitntionatify  of 
making  seizures  without  due  course  of  law. 

Mr.  Patton  replied  to  Mr.  R.,  pointing  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that 
Immediately  after  the  seizor^  a  warrant  ahoiild 


be  obtained  in  dne  form  from  some  judicial  of- 
ficer, for  tJie  purpose  of  holding  the  property- 
seized.  This  he  contended  waa  all  that  was  ne- 
cessary to  guard  a^inst  the  abuse  of  power, 
and  he  ar^ed  t^at  if  a  warrant  under  oaih  was 
to  be  obtfuned  before  seizure^  that  the  law 
would  be  wholly  InefESectual,  as  it  would  in  al- 
most every  instance,  if  not  in  erarT-  one,  be 
evaded. 

Hr.  Hbnifbe  then  addressed  tiie  Honae  at 
some  length,  in  opposition  to  the  bHI,  on  the 
ground  of  its  oncoiutitntionaUty. 

Hie  debate  was  Airther  continued  by  Hteans, 
LsoABB,  Hehifxb,  Kaxwzu;,  and  lJinaBwo<H> ; 
when 

Hr.  OusHHAM  moved  the  previoos  question ; 
which  was  seconded — 83  to  41,  and  the  main 
question  ordered,  and  was  pa^ed— yea*  ISO, 
naya  45. 

IN  BKNATK. 

Fbtoat,  Haroh  fl. 
Antl-Ihumnff  Bill. 

Kr.  Fbentiss,  agreeably  to  leave,  introduced 
a  bill  to  prohibit  uae  mving  or  accepting  within 
tiie  District  of  Oolombia,  H  a  challenge  to  S^t 
a  duel,  and  for  the  punishment  thereoC 

Hr.  PBKRnsa  sua :  Hr.  Prerident,  in  bringing 
forward  thb  measure,  I  have  acted  ftom  a  high 
sense  of  duty.  The  moral  and  rell^ons  prin- 
ciples in  which  I  have  been  educated,  and 
which  I  regard  as  binding  upon  me  in  all  cir- 
cumstances and  mtuations,  whether  public  or 
private,  in  which  I  am  placed,  would  not  allow 
me  to  hold  a  seat  here,  and  remain  inactive  in 
this  matter.   And  I  call  upon  Benatora,  upon 

Save,  considerate  Senators,  heads  of  fainiues, 
Lhers  of  the  land,  to  interpose  their  aatbori^ 
and  influence  to  stay  a  practice  aa  muaited  to 
tiie  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live,  as  it  is 
ren^ting  to  the  moral  and  religiooa  feeUng  of 
the  country.  I  call  upon  tiiem  by  thmr  r^rd 
to  the  ridng  generation,  upon  whom  the  hopes 
of  the  oountry  rest;  by  their  regard  to  the 
eternal  and  immutable  principles  of  moral  rec- 
titude ;  by  eveiy  consideration  of  justice  and 
humanity ;  by  the  duty  they  owe  to  Ood  and 
their  country,  to  give  tiieir  aid  and  support  to 
a  measure  demanded  by  the  moral  sense  of  the 
n^on,  and  no  less  necessary  to  maintun  free- 
dom of  disoussioD  here,  than  it  is  essential  to 

eirsonal  security,  and  to  the  preservatitm 
w,  liber^,  and  social  order. 

Indtpmdent  TVwMfy. 
^e  Senate  took  up  the  Independent  Treas- 
ury bilL  Hr.  SnAKas  occupied  the  floor  nntal 
4  o'doek  In  favor  of  the  bill,  and  gave  wi^  for 
a  moti(Bi  to  ad|jouin. 

KoNOAT,  Harch  6. 
Ifmtral  Belatians. 

Hr.  BuoHAVAN,  fn»n  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign  Belations,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
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bill  from  tie  House  of  Repreeentativee  "to 
amend  an  act  entiUed '  an  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certfun  crimes  against 
tlio  United  States,'  and  to  repeal  the  acts  there- 
in mentioned,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  BuoHASTAH  that  it  vas  oertainl;  a 
matter  of  some  importanoe  that  this  bill  dioiold 
be  acted  on  speedujr ;  and  as  the  amendments 
which  the  Oommittoe  on  Foreign  Belations  had 
proposed  were  verr  short,  and  very  drnj^e,  be 
was  ready  at  any  time  to  (^re  an  e^qiluiatiDn 
of  them. 

The  first  amendment  was  read  as  follows : 
Btrike  out  from  the  eighth  and  ninth  Unes  of  ttie 
first  section  the  words,  "  other  means  or  materials," 
and  insert  instead  thereof  tiie  words,  "  any  arms  or 
munitions  of  war ; "  and,  in  the  eaine  section,  after 
the  word  "  enterprise,"  in  the  tenth  line,  insert  ttie 
fbnowing  words,  to  wit :  "  against  the  territory  or 
doQumcma  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any 
colcMiy,  tUsbiet,  or  peoi^e,  OMitenidnoiu  with  the 
United  States,  and  with  wbtm  they  ue  at  peaoe." 

ICr.  BuoKAKAV  observed  that  the  first  aeodon 
of  1^  bin  as  it  came  from  the  Honse  was  en- 
tirely new,  and  introduced  new  provisions  into 
oar  neutrality  laws,  the  extent  of  which  coold 
not  wdil  be  foreseen.  It  was  not  confined  to 
the  particular  exigency  which  had  called  for 
the  passage  of  this  act,  but  was  co-eztenilve 
with  the  whole  world,  and  might  operate  very 
injuriously  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  6th  section  of  the  Neutrality  Act 
of  April  20, 1818,  any  person  who  shall,  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  "begin  or 
set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for 
any  military  expedition  or  enterprise,"  against 
a  friendly  power,  was  ponidiable  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  |3,000,  and  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing Uiree  years.  The  8Ui  section  of  the  same 
act  conferred  upon  the  President  the  power  of 
employing  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  milida 
of  the  Uaited  States^  to  prevent  "  the  carrying 
on  of  any  such  expedition  or  enterprise,"  from 
our  territory,  against  any  power  with  whtoh  we 
should  be  at  peace.  The  Senate  will  observe 
that  this  power  of  prevention  was  not  to  be 
exerted  until  the  expedition  bad  been  prepared, 
and  was  ready  to  leave  the  United  States  for 
the  parpose  of  accomplishing  the  ol^eot  of  its 
destmation. 

Although  it  was  rendmd  orfanlnal  for  any 
person  "  to  provide  or  prepare  the  moans  "  for 
Bodi  an  enterprise,  and  after  a  regolar  trial  and 
ocHLviotion,  the  offender  was  li^le  to  severe 
punishment,  yet  the  framers  of  tbe  act  of  1818, 
which  was  admirably  drawD,  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  authorize  the  President  to  direct  a 
seizQre,  in  the  first  instance,  of  every  article  of 
every  description  which  might  l>e  intended  to 
be  used  as  ^'  the  means  "  for  conducting  suoh 
an  expedition.  The  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Relations  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  be 
very  inconvenient  to  our  citizens  to  intnist  ex- 
ecutive officers  with  such  a  broad  and  sweeping 
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anthority.  Hence,  in  the  hill  which  had  passed 
the  Senate,  there  was  no  authority  conferred 
npon  these  officers  to  seize  any  articles  except 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  vessels  or  ve- 
hicles fitted  out  with  apparent  hostile  intentions 
a^Runst  a  friendly  conterminous  power,  and 
miidh  were  about  to  be  sent,  or  to  pass  across 
the  interior  frmtiers  of  the  TJnited  States. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  Honse  bill,  now 
before  the  Senate,  none  of  thMe  limitations 
were  to  be  found,  either  in  regard  to  the 
articles  which  might  be  seized;  or  the  foreign 
countries  to  which  they  might  be  destined. 
Every  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  in- 
spector of  the  customs  in  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  Statos,  every  marshal  or  deputy  mar- 
shal, and  every  other  person  whom  the  Presi- 
dent might  empower  for  the  purpose,  was 
authorized  and  required  to  seize  and  detain, 
not  merely  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  but  any 
other  *'  means  or  materials  "  provided  for  such 
an  expedition,  no  matter  whether  it  was  destin- 
ed for  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  or  America.  How 
eadly  a  power  so  extensive,  espei^ally  when 
conferred  upon  snch  a  host  of  subordinate  of- 
ficers, might  be  abased,  every  Senator  could  at 
once  perceive.  Merchants  who  had  fitted  out 
vessels  to  trade  with  foreign  countries  in  a  state 
of  war,  might  be  thus  harassed  and  annoyed ; 
wd  that  too  without  any  good  reason.  The 
present  exigency  demanded  no  such  general 
change  in  our  neutrality  laws ;  perhaps,  in  tliis 
particular,  it  demanded  no  <^aoge  at  all.  What 
was  that  exigency  t  An  insifrrection  had  brok- 
en out  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  against  the 
British  Colonial  Government.  These  two  Prov- 
inces, tcMother  with  Texas  and  Ifexioc^  wov 
conterminous  with  the  United  States,  llie 
duties  of  good  neighborhood,  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  qniet  along  tiie  btnders,  required 
that  rights  of  our  citizens,  under  the  law 
of  nations,  should  be  abridged  in  furnishing 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  insurants. 
A  few  plain  and  simple,  bat  precise  provisions 
had  been  adopted  by  tne  Senate,  confined  to  the 
particular  case  in  point,  and  other  similar  cases 
which  might  arise,  to  prevent  our  citizens  from 
sending  vessels  or  vehicles,  arms  or  mnniinons  of 
war  across  the  border,  intended  to  be  employed 
in  uding  the  insurgents  in  their  hostile  attempts. 

Iliere  was  no  more  fruitful  source  of  error 
in  le^slation  than  to  make  general  and  indefi- 
nite provisions,  when  the  evil  to  be  remedied 
was  confined  to  a  particular  and  special  case. 

0<msidering  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis,  and  the  danger  that  the  passage  of 
any  bill  might  be  defeated  by  a  coBision  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses,  the  commit- 
tee had  determined  not  to  move  a  rejection  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  from  the  House. 
They  had  contented  themselves  with  propodng 
such  -amendments  as  would  confine  its  opera- 
tion within  proper  limits.  According  to  these 
amendments,  the  articles  which  might  be  seized 
were  restricted  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war ; 
and  their  places  of  destination  woald  not  be 
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ioo  lietween  the  ]adge^  in  consequence  of  tbe 
Information  whidt  was  in  their  possession ;  but 
the  President,  baring  all  the  information,  conld 
decide  more  nnderstandingly  and  properly. 

Mr.  Underwood  replied,  that  his  objection 
to  the  clause  which  he  had  moved  to  strike  oat, 
was,  that  it  invested  the  Executive  with  judi- 
cial powers,  which  powers  belonged  exclusively 
to  the  Jadiciary  department ;  because  it  enabled 
him  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  offence 
bad  been  committed.  He  apprehended  it  would 
not  do  in  this  cotmtey  to  vest  Jodicaal  powers 
in  the  ExeoutiTe. 

Mr.  MoKat  oonmdered  that  ttiis  dause  simply 
gave  powor  to  Ihe  Execntive,  in  oases  where 
pn^ierty  had  been  seized,  to-  release  it.  The 
law  proTided  for  the  seizure  of  proi>erfy,  but 
not  for  its  forfeiture ;  therefore,  it  was  proper 
that  the  President  dionld  have  the  power  to 
release  it,  under  certain  eiroumstanoes.  In  case 
this  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  clause  was 
struck  out,  goods  could  only  be  restored  by  the 
judgment  of  courts ;  and  where  they  had  been 
seized  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  the  law, 
there  must  be  great  delay  and  loss. 

The  motion  to  strike  oat  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PiLLMOBE  moved  to  strike  out  that,  part 
of  the  second  section  which  made  the  bill  ap- 
plicable, on^  to  oonterminons  territories.  It 
might  be  sidd  that  there  was  very  little  danger 
of  getting  into  any  difficulty  with  countries 
wbSih  did  not  lie  cootlgnoas  to  the  United 
States ;  but  he  thought  oar  le^slatiou  ought  to 
be  uniform. 

Mr.  HowABD  remarked  that  it  was  necessary 
to  shape  oar  le^slation  to  the  circomstances  in 
which  we  were  placed.  We  already  had  laws 
which  were  applicable  to  expeditions  fitted  out 
for  service  at  sea,  and  against  foreign  countries, 
and  it  now  became  necessary  to  pass  laws  to 
preserve  oar  neutrality  with  conterminous 
oonntries,  and  this  law  had  been  introdnced  to 
efibot  thai  ot^eot 

Ibr.  HoLBET  contended  tiuit  this  bill  was  to 
place  us  in  the  same  relation  to  conterminous 
cofintries  which  it  did  to  otiier  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Ur.  FiLLMOBB  snstained  his  amendment  on 
tiie  ground  that  the  bill  created  InTidions  dis* 
tinctious,  which  ought  never  to  exist  in  tbe 
legislation  of  any  country. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Filuiosb  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  Eterett  moved  to  strike  out  that  clanse 
which  provided  that  the  law  should  not  inter- 
fere with  the  trade  authorized  to  be  ceoried  on 
by  the  laws  of  nations — ^lost. 

Mr.  BoBissoN  moved  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  in  all  oases  of  seizure,  aflSdavit  should 
first  l>6  made,-and  a  varraht  Iraoed. 

Mr.  R.  urged  his  amendment  on  the  Hoose, 
on  the  ground  of  the  nnoonstitntionaUty  of 
maUng  seizores  without  doe  course  of  law. 

Mr.  Fatton  replied  to  Mr,  K.,  pointing  to  the 
tiiird  section  of  the  bill,  whidi  provided  that 
immediately  after  tlie  seizare,  a  warrant  dionld 


be  obtiuned  in  due  form  from  some  Judicial  (rf- 
ficer,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  property 
seized.  This  he  contended  was  that  was  ne- 
cessary to  guard  against  the  abme  of  power, 
and  be  argued  that  if  a  warrant  under  oath  was 
to  be  obtained  before  seizure,  that  the  law 
would  be  wholly  ineffieotoal,  as  it  would  in  al- 
most every  initanee,  if  not  in  every  one,  be 
evaded. 

Hr,  Menifee  then  addressed  the  Honse  at 
some  length,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  of  its  unconstitutionality. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  hjiieaEra. 
LaaABB,  UsnraB,  ILlxwsu,  and  TThsbbwow; 
when 

Mr.  OmnuAS  moved  the  previons  onestlcm ; 
which  was  seconded — 83  to  41,  and  the  nuua 
question  ordered,  and  was  pamed-— yeas  180, 
naysiS. 

IN  BXlfrATE. 
FmoAT,  March  2. 
Anti-Duelling  Bill. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  agreeably  to  leave,  introdaced 
a  hill  to  prohibit  ^e  giving  or  accepting  within 
the  District  of  Oolumhia,  of  a'ch^enge  to  fight 
a  duel,  and  for  the  puni^iment  thareo£. 

Hr.  Fanrnss said:  Vx. Preudent,  in  brinfpog 
forward  this  measure,  I  have  acted  from  a  high 
sense  of  dnfy.  The  mraal  and  reU^ons  prin- 
ciples in  which  I  have  been  educated,  and 
which  I  regard  as  binding  upon  me  in  all  cir- 
cumstances and  ntuations,  whether  pablio  or 
private,  in  which  I  am  placed,  woold  not  allow 
me  to  hold  a  seat  here,  and  remain  inactiTe  in 
this  matter.  Axv^  I  call  upon  Senators,  npoa 
grave,  considerate  Senators,  heads  of  families^ 
fathers  of  the  land,  to  interpose  their  authority 
and  influence  to  stay  a  practice  as  unsnited  to 
the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live,  as  it  is 
rev(dting  to  tbe  moral  and  religious  feeling  of 
the  country.  I  call  upon  them  by  their  regard 
to  the  risiug  generation,  upon  whom  the  hopes 
of  the  oonn^  rest;  by  their  regard  to  the 
eternal  and  immntable  prindples  cf  moral  rec- 
titude ;  by  every  oonidderatioa  of  justice  and 
humanity ;  by  the  doty  they  owe  to  God  and 
their  country,  to  ^ve  their  aid  and  support  to 
a  measure  demanded  by  the  moral  sense  of  the 
nation,  and  no  less  necessary  to  maintain  free- 
dom of  discussion  here,  than  it  is  essential  to 
personal  security,  and  to  the  praserration  of 
law,  lit)erty,  and  social  order. 

Ind^entUnt  Trewary. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  Independent  Treas- 
ury bill.   Mr.  SiRANQE  occupied  the  floor  until 
4  o*clock  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  gave  way  fx 
a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Moin>AT,  March  6. 
iffltfraZ  Belationa, 
Mr.  BnoHAi^Axr,  frcan  the  Committee  on  For^ 
figa.  Belatiou^  to  wMoh  bad  been  reforred  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OP  GONaBESS. 


6S0 


8d  Sbss.] 

bill  from  the  Honse  of  RepresentatiTea  "to 
amend  an  act  entitled '  an  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  ttie  ponishment  of  certain  crimes  asainst 
the  United  States,'  and  to  repeal  the  acts  here- 
in mentianed,"  reported  the  same  vith  amend- 
ments. 

Kr.  BucHiosrAN  aaii  that  it  was  oertainljr  a 
matter  of  some  lmportani»  that  this  bill  shoald 
be  acted  on  speedily ;  and  as  the  amendments 
whidd  the  Omnmittee  on  Foreign  Relations  had 
proposed  were  very  short,  and  TOry  dmple,  he 
was  ready  any  Ume  to  give  an  ezphmation 
of  theoL 

The  first  amendment  was  read  as  follows : 
Strike  out  from  the  eighth  and  ninth  lines  of  the 
first  section  l^e  words,  "  other  me&na  or  materials," 
and  insert  instead  thereof  the  words, "  any  arms  or 
mmiitioDS  of  war ;  and,  in  Uie  same  seoUon,  after 
the  word  enterprise,"  in  the  teath  line,  insert  the 
foUowhig  words,  to  wit ;  "  against  the  territory  or 
donumona  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any 
eokmy,  dlsteict,  or  pe^)le,  oontmidnouB  with  we 
United  States,  and  with  whom  tttey  are  at  peaoe." 

ISx.  BncHAKAH  obserred  that  the  first  seodon 
of  this  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Honae  was  en- 
tirely new,  and  introdaoed  new  provisions  into 
onr  nentr^ty  laws,  the  extent  of  which  conld 
not  well  be  fbreseeo.  It  was  not  confined  to 
tjie  particular  exigency  which  had  called  for 
the  passage  of  this  act,  bnt  was  co-extensive 
with  the  whole  world,  and  might  ^rate  very 
injarioosly  against  the  commerce  of^the  United 
States. 

Under  the  6tb  section  of  the  ITeutrality  Act 
of  April  20, 1818,  any  person  who  shall,  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  "be^  or 
set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for 
any  military  expedition  or  enterprise,"  against 
a  friendly  power,  was  pnoishable  by  a  fine  not 
exoeeding  |s,000,  and  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing tliree  years.  The  Stb  section  of  the  same 
act  conferred  upon  the  President  the  power  of 
employing  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  militia 
6f  the  Umted  States,  to  prevent  "  the  carrying 
on  of  any  anoh  expedition  or  enterprise,"  from 
our  territory,  against  any  power  with  which  we 
should  be  fi^  peace.  The  Senate  will  observe 
that  this  power  of  prevention  was  not  to  he 
exerted  nntil  the  expedition  had  been  prepared, 
and  was  ready  to  leave  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  aooomplisbing  the  ol^Jeot  a£  its 
desunation. 

Although  It  was  rendered  erimhul  fbr  any 
pmon  "  to  provide  or  prepare  the  moans  "  wc 
anch  an  enterprise,  and  ^ter  a  TeKolar  trial  and 
ooaviodoDf  the  offender  was  liable  to  severe 
punishment,  yet  the  framera  of  the  act  of  1618, 
which  was  admirably  drawn,  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  authorize  the  Prerident  to  ^reot  a 
seizure,  in  the  first  instance,  of  every  artiele  of 
every  description  which  might  be  intended  to 
be  used  as  "  the  means  "  for  conducting  snoh 
an  expedition.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  be 
very  inconvenient  to  oar  citizens  to  tntnist  ex- 
ecutive officers  with  snch  a  broad  and  swe^ing 
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authority.  Hence,  in  the  bill  which  had  passed 
the  Senate,  there  was  no  authority  conferred 
upon  these  officers  to  seize  any  articles  except 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  vessels  or  ve- 
hicles fitted  ont  with  apparent  hostile  intentions 
aminst  a  friendly  conterminous  power,  and 
wnioh  were  about  to  be  sent,  or  to  pass  across 
Hie  interior  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill,  now 
before  the  Senate,  none  of  tiiese  IhnitatioDS 
were  to  be  found,  either  in  r^ard  to  the 
articles  which  might  be  seized;  or  the  foreign 
countries  to  which  they  might  be  destinra. 
Every  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  in- 
spector of  the  customs  in  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  every  marshal  or  deputy  mar- 
shal, and  every  other  person  whom  the  Presi- 
dent might  empower  for  the  purpose  was 
authorized  and  required  to  seize  and  detun, 
not  merely  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  bat  any 
other  "  means  or  materials  "  provided  for  su<^ 
an  expedition,  no  matter  wheuier  it  was  destin- 
ed tat  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  or  America.  Hor 
ea^y  a  power  so  eztenrive,  especially  when 
conferred  upon  snoh  a  host  of  subordinate  of- 
ficers, might  be  abused,  every  Senator  coald  at 
once  perceive.  Merchants  who  had  fitted  out 
vessels  to  trade  with  foreign  conntries  in  a  state 
of  war,  might  be  thns  harassed  and  annoyed ; 
and  that  too  without  any  good  reason.  The 
present  exigency  demanded  no  snch  general 
change  in  our  neutrality  laws ;  perhaps,  in  this 
particular,  it  demanded  no  change  at  ail.  What 
was  that  exigency  t  An  insdrrection  hod  brok- 
en out  in  Upper  ^d  Lower  Canada  against  the 
BrittA  Colonial  Government.  These  two  Prov- 
inces, tcwether  with  Texas  and  Hexioo^  were 
contenmnoaa  with  &e  United  States.  The 
duties  of  good  neighbwhood,  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  quiet  along  the  borders,  required 
that  the  rights  of  onr  citizens,  under  the  law 
of  nations,  should  be  abridged  in  furnishing 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  insurgents. 
A  few  ^ain  and  simple,  bnt  precise  provisions 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Senate,  oonfioed  to  the  . 
particular  ease  in  point,  and  other  similar  cases 
which  might  arise,  to  prevent  our  citizens  from 
sending  vessels  or  vehicles,  arms  or  mnnitions  of 
war  across  the  border,  intended  to  be  employed 
in  aiding  t^e  Insurgents  in  tiieir  hostile  attempts. 

There  was  no  more  fmitflil  source  of  error 
in  le^slation  than  to  make  general  and  indefi- 
nite provisions,  when  the  evil  to  be  remedied 
was  confined  to  a  partictdar  and  spedal  esse. 

Conriderinc  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis,  and  the  danger  that  the  passage  of 
any  bill  miglit  be  defeated  by  a  collision  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses,  the  commit- 
tee had  determined  not  to  move  a  rejection  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  from  the  House. 
They  had  contented  themselves  with  proposing 
such  'amendments  as  would  confine  its  opera- 
tion within  proper  limits.  According  to  these 
amendments,  the  articles  which  might  be  seized 
were  restricted  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war ; 
uid  their  plaoM  of  destination  woold  not  be 
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tiie  world  generally,  but  <mlj  oontem^noTia 
ooontries. 

Hr.  Olat,  of  Kentnckj,  considered  the  amend- 
ments offei«d,  sach  as  under  all  the  circum- 
stances OQght  to  he  adopted.  There  were  two 
considerations  which,  on  general  principles, 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  amendments. 
The  first  was,  that  the  power  of  tiie  Executive 
was  probably  too  mncn  extended  by  tiie  bill, 
without  the  changes  introdaoed,  and  the  other, 
that  tiie  right  <tf  the  citizen  to  conduct  foreign 
trade  and  commerce  was  too  mnch  abridged. 

Mr.  Kobtxl;.  aud  he  wonld  Hke  to  propound 
one  qne^n  to  the  honorable  cbainnan.  It 
was  wall  known  that  thoK  patriott,  as  they 
were  called  by  some,  adopted  a  mode  of  oper- 
ation extremely  difficult  to  detect  They  were 
in  the  habit  of  procuring  wagons  like  those 
xised  by  the  tin  peddlers,  in  which  were  secreted 
arms  and  monitions  of  war;  and  these  were 
driven  over  the  lines,  or  hidden  in  the  Haumee 
Bwamps,  from  whence  they  could  be  taken  at 
pleasure.  Ho  wished  to  know  if  there  was 
any  clause  in  the  bill  which  would  reach  this 
oasel 

Ur.  BuooAiTAK  replied,  that  the  bill  did  make 

a  Fro<^se  provision  m  its  second  section. 
The  amendmrat  was  agreed  to. 
The  seoond  amendment  was  rmd : 
Section  2.  Strike  out  &6  proriso  at  tiie  end  of 
this  eection,  and  insert  in  its  stead  the  folloving  : 
"  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  sh^ 
be  construed  to  extend  to,  or  interfere  with  any  trade 
in  anna  or  munitions  of  war,  conducted  in  vessels  hj 
sea  frith  an;  foreim  port  or  place  whatever,  irbich 
night  have  been  lawrally  carried  on  before  the  pas- 
Bage  of  this  act,  under       law     nations,  and  the 
proviaons  of  the  act  hereby  amended." 

ICr.  BoGOASAJS  said  that  a  short  explanation 
ci  this  amendment  was  necessary.  The  seoond 
section  of  the  bill  seemed  to  be  intended  as  a 
snbstitnte  fbr  the  first  and  second  sectioos  of 
the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate.  Our  bill 
had  been  confined  to  citizens  of  ^e  United 
States:  the  bill  of  the  House  embraced  all 
persons.  We  had  belioTed  that  if  the  United 
States  prevented  thar  own  dUzens  firom  idd- 
ing  in  insurrectionary  movements  in  n«ghbor- 
ing  provinces  or  countries,  we  had  performed 
our  duty.  Under  the  law  of  nations,  it  was 
lawful  for  dtizens  of  the  United  States  to  sell 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  foreigners,  with- 
out regard  to  the  use  which  was  mtended  to 
be  made  of  them.  If  they  were  captured  in 
pooee^g  to  a  foreign  country,  this  was  the 
htA  of  war,  and  the  foreign  purchaser  most 
Bofier  the  loss.  We  had  not  intended  to 
abridge  this  trade :  and  hence  onr  bill  had  con- 
fined the  seizures  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  provisions  of  the  Hoose  bill  ml^t  essen- 
tially interfere  with  our  foreign  commerce  in 
arma  and  munitions  of  war,  miless  they  were 
confined  to  the  particular  objects  which  we  all 
had  in  view.  For  examine,  Hexioo  was  a 
Mnntiy  oontenniaons  with  the  United  States. 
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Suppose  the  existence  of  a  civil  war  there,  and 
the  opponents  of  tiie  Government  to  have  ob- 
tMued  possession  of  the  port  and  city  of  "Vera 
Omz.  Under  this  bill,  neither  citizena  of  the 
United  States  nor  foreigners  could  carry  cargoes 
of  arma  or  munitions  of  war  to  that  city  fuim 
any  of  our  p<»ta,  for  the  purpose  of  eeIUngtfa«n 
to  the  party  in  the  dvu  war  opposed  to  the 
Government,  beoaose  it  wonld  be  notorioiiB  tlut 
they  were  intended  to  be  employed  In  canying 
on  military  operations  within  the  territory  of  a 
friendly  power ;  and  yet  snoh  a  trade  had  al- 
ways existed. 

The  object  of  the  proposed  amendmenc  was 
to  preserve  this  trade  to  our  citizens,  by  confin- 
ing the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the 
biU  to  the  interior  fW)ntiers  of  the  United 
States  leaving  the  trade  hy  $ea  in  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  to  be  regulated  as  it  had  been 
herett^ore  under  the  act  of  1618. 

liie  third  amendment  was  read : 

Sectkn  three,  line  twelve,  insert  after  the  word 
"  linw"  the  wwds,  **iiot  exeeediiig  ten  days." 

Ur.  BnoHAVAV  said  that,  In  afanoet  every 
respeot  the  Hbnse  had  adopted  a  mnoh  stronger 
measure  than  the  Senate  had  deemed  neoeasaiy. 
We  did  beJieve  that  where  a  man*a  property 

was  seized  npon  snspicion,  no  matter  how 
strong,  if  he  would  give  bond  and  good  secari- 
ty,  in  double  its  vune,  that  it  shonld  zifit  be 
employed  in  violating  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
that  it  ought  to  be  immediately  restored  to  his 
poesesaon.  The  House  had  adopted  a  different 
opinion.  Under  tiie  provisions  of  their  bill,  at 
least  three  months  must  elapse  before  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  could  be  restored  to  the 
owner,  upon  his  giving  snch  a  bond  and  secur- 
ity. The  pn^osed  amendment  was  int^ided 
to  oorreot  what  he  could  not  bnt  beUere  vas  a 
mere  omiation  in  the  Honse.  As  1^  tlmd 
seotim  now  stood,  the  officer  or  pcraan  wbo 
had  seized  the  property,  migh(  hold  It  as  loii^ 
as  he  himself  deemed  a  reasonable  time,  withoot 
applying  to  the  Judge  for  a  warrant  for  its  de- 
tention. The  proposed  amendment  provided 
tliat  he  should  make  this  application  to  ti» 
Judge  for  a  warrant  within  a  reasonable  tim^ 
net  exceeding  tm  dajft  from  tiie  date  of  the 
seizore. 

The  fbarth  amendment  was  read  and  adopt- 
ed, without  debate ;  and  is  as  follows : 

Sic.  1.  Afler  the  words  "  reason  tobeUeve"  in  the 
second  line,  insert  as  follows :  "  that  the  provinooa 
of  this  act  have  been  or  are  likely  to  be  vioUted." 

The  fifth  amendment  was  read;  and  the  fol- 
lowing aa  a  new  section : 

8so.  9.  Arid  bt  it  fuHA^r  enaetfd.  That  tlua  ant 
shall  continue  in  force  for  the  period  of  (wo  yeai^ 
and  no  longer. 

Ur;  BuoHANAK  said  that  be  was  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  bill ;  and  he  believed  he  might 
say  as  mnoh  for  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. Bnt  the  aids  demanded  tlut  we 
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ihoold  adopt  some  meaaara  promirtly;  and 
they  had  deemed  it  neoeasaxj  to  take  tloa  meas- 
ure, with  all  its  imperfections,  rather  than  do 
notbing.  Such  seemed  to  be  the  onlf  alteraa- 
Uve,  under  existing  oiroomstances.  There  was 
one  compltdnt,  at  least,  which  ooold  not  jostlj 
be  made  against  the  bill ;  and  that  was,  uat  it 
did  not  give  saffioient  power  to  the  Executive. 
The  ocmimittee  were  opposed  to  making  this  a 
permanent  law,  and  placing  it  as  snch  upon  our 
statute  book,  as  part  of  onr  code  to  regulate  our 
neutral  relatitxis  with  foreign  Govermnents. 
He  hoped  that  before  two  years  sboold  aluaeu 
Bome  well  oonaidend  add  oarefiillT'  dfan  nil 
might  be  adopted  on  the  saljeot. 


HOUBS  OF  BKntXSENTAtlTXB. 

TuESDAT,  Koroh  6. 
Divorce  t^f  Bank  and  8taU. 

"iSt,  OAHBBEUunot  ftom  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Ueaiu,  reported  that 

The  BuspenrioD  of  specie  pftjmentfl  by  the  banks 
tbroogfaont  the  United  States,  in  Hay  last,  compelled 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  in  obedience  to  the 
constitation  and  exiatine  lam,  to  dispense  with  their 
agency  and  the  use  of  their  no  tea,  and  to  oaploy  the 
officoi  (tf  Goremment  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  his  De- 
paitment  The  banks  refiued  to  pay  the  large  aar- 
plus  depoflited  with  them  in  the  only  medium  aa- 
thorized  by  law,  and  the  expenditures  of  Government 
would  have  been  generally  suspended,  had  not  the 
pablic  creditors  consented  to  receive  their  dues  in 
drafts  upon  banks  i^di  paid  them  only  in  irredeem- 
able notes. 

Undw  snch  extraordinary  circumstances,  It  became 
obvioaBly  neceaaary  to  devise  some  mode  of  manag- 
falg  OOr  finances,  whidi  would  prevent  rimilar  em- 
barranments  In  fbture.  The  XYeddent,  aooordlngly, 
in  diBchaiging  his  oonstttotlcMial  duty,  recommeii&d, 
at  the  late  s^on,  a  series  of  measures,  calcolated, 
aa  yenr  committee  believe,  to  f^ve  etaUllty  to  Ae 
opeiations  of  the  Treasory,  and.  at  the  same  time,  to 
relieve  the  trade  and  hcmks  of  the  eonntry  from  a 
connection  mutoally  dlaadvant^eous  to  than  and  to 
Government. 

These  recommendations  were  opposed  by  the 
fHeods  of  a  yatlonal  Bank,  and  by  others  who  de- 
sired to  renew  our  fiscal  relations  with  the  State 
banks.  It  was,  however,  adnUtted  that  there  was  no 
prospect  of  ttu  estabUahment  <ii  a  national  institu- 
tion tta  some  years  to  eome,  If  evor ;  and  the  ez[do- 
slon  of  the  State  bank  deposit  system  was  too  recent 
to  wurrant  the  expectation  of  Its  renewal  at  an  early 
period,  if  at  all.  Xotwithstanding,  however,  the  con- 
dition of  our  finances,  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  some 
regulation  to  render  our  Treasury  independent  of 
bu^  nd  provide  addUional  curds  fiir  tiie  aafe- 
keeping  of  the  public  money,  £e  Treasury  was  left 
smidst  all  its  embarrassments.  The  same  regulations 
are  agahi  recommended  by  the  President ;  and  noth- 
ing has,  in  the  mean  time,  oocuired  to  induce  the 
comnuttee  to  change  their  opinion,,  that  tbdr  tdap- 
tkm  is  not  only  essential  to  the  Mtfety  and  independ- 
ence of  tin  pubUe  Treasmy,  hot  to  the  stofaal^  of 
trade  and  of  every  soond  bank  in  the  Uidon. 

The  events  of  ttie  last  tiuee  yeais  Have  pvodtued  a 
general  oonviotion.  tint  the  piuUc  maonr  dtoiU  not 
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beempk^ed  by  banks  orany  other  institutions  in  com* 
merdal  discounts,  however  profitable  its  use  might 
be  to  their  Btodkholders.  During  the  speculations  of 
1885  and  1839,  the  depodt  bonks  stimulated  ^iecul»- 
tion  to  excess,  and  in  18S7  suddenly  withdrew  theb* 
Bocommodaticms  to  meet  the  public  demands.  The 
accumulation  and  distribution  of  the  aurplos  were 
among  the  most  powerful  causes  of  that  alum  vUch 
prodiwed  the  Bliq>enrion  spede  payments.  Wboi 
bankstbnsempk^thepubllemoney,  thieydeal  Inafhnd 
over  which  tbey  have  no  control,  and  its  constant 
transfers  and  fiuctnations  embarrass  th^  commercial 
operations.  Even  Government  itsell  cannot  regnlste 
its  amount,  anticipale  Its  flnctuatiwta,  or  the  demands 
lymtheTreasmiy.  Under  any  sjratem  of  revenue,  the 
transaffrions  of  Government  wmild  embarrass  trade 
iriierever  they  are  united.  Bdt  ht  tiUs  omnby,  tlia 
connection  is  particulariy  disastrous,  owing  to  the 
extraordinary  fiuctnations  in  onr  revenue.  Onr  income 
is  derived  from  customs  and  public  lands,  and  !■ 
violentiy  affected  by  the  rapid  growth  of  our  wealth, 
commerce,  and  population.  Under  our  revenue  laws, 
as  they  have  hwetofore  existed,  we  have  repeatedly 
had  alatgesoiploaat  one  moment,  and  immediately 
after  a  bankrupt  Treasury.  By  renewing  the  onmeo- 
tion  with  banlcB,  we  shall  make  the  public  revenue 
again  instmmental  in  exciting  q>eculation,  embar- 
rassing  trade,  and  injuring  every  class  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  proposed  separatim  Is essentbd  tothe  steady  ud 
independent  actkm  of  tnde,  bonks,  and  Government. 
The  finances  of  the  latter  must  become  embarraned  at 

every  revolution,  so  long  as  our  revenue  conaiflta  of 
bank  notes  ac  bank  depoidts.  The  convertibility  of 
either  into  specie  is  whdly  illusive,  and  has  been  nltii< 
erto  sutfained  by  confidence  alone.  That  c<»fidence 
is  now  destroyed.  If  a  few  banks  only  hail  somnded 
spede  pa^uma  from  bad  mwagement,  comldeaee 
hi  other  hutitotions  mi^  have  been  emthined.  Or 
if,  aa  in  war,  Government  bad  deemed  it  expedient 
to  borrow  their  credit  and  sanction  its  abuse.  It  n^fe 
have  revived  witii  the  return  of  peace,  and  the  sesto- 
ration  of  specie  payments.  But  it  nevM-  hae-ocooi^ 
red  before,  tint,  in  time  of  peace,  and  amidst  general 
praqMrity,  the  banks  of  a  nation  have  sfannltaneoody 
Ai^ended  specie  payments;  and,  what  is  ftr  more 
important,  aa  it  regards  the  Aiture,  the  wiAes  of  the 
tnuHngoommunity  antidpated  the  action  of  tiie  banks, 
the  suspenaon  was  balled  as  a  measure  of  commer- 
cial relief,  our  L^slatures  sanctioned  It,  and  the  pub- 
lic wae  conpelled  to  acquiesce.  The  elects  of  tlw 
suspension  were  littie  understood  by  those  who 
deemed  It  ■  measure  of  relld*.  The  trade  of  no 
eoontry  can  be  relieved  by  a  sndden  redaction  of  tta 
eorrtticy.  We  had  been  for  twelve  montiu  onder 
the  haiKi  operation  of  a  diminution  of  commercial 
and  baidc  credits.  Tbey  had  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
readied  that  milium  from  whidi,  after  a  tempmary 
stagn^on  of  trade,  they  would  naturally  have  risen 
agua,  when  the  suspension  (for  all  commercial  par- 
poses  at  home)  suddenly  converted  ei^ity  ndDiona 
of  otirrency  Into  merchamse,  and  It  was  withdrawn 
from  dmilatlon.  Ttie  compound  standard  of  q»ede 
and  paper,  by  which  the  property  of  the  Union  had 
been  measured,  was  abruptly  reduced  frcHU  about 
one  hundred  and  ninety  millions  to  one  hundred  and 
ten  millkms  of  a  varioiuly  dqnedated  currency ;  ot, 
if  we  eondder  spede  as  the  only  common  standard, 
from  a  bnndred  and  ninety  to  eighty  miOiona.  For- 
eign enhsnges  rase,  notwltfistanali^  tUs  eztnoiA- 
nai7  le&Mteit  end  aU  tike  aangnlne  antls^Mtku  of 
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a  reriral  of  omfldoiee  and  credit  were  ^a^tpointed. 
Oar  reduced  currency  waa  atill  flirther  diminiahed, 
the  term  of  our  oommerml  anbamarfbents  wu  pro- 
longed, and  the  re  viral  of  trade  postponed  to  an  un- 
certain period.  These  were  the  conaequeooes  of  that 
measure  which  it  waa  supposed  vouid  relieve  the 
oomitiy. 

But  bowerer  wo  maj  aiiffer  by  the  recent  aospen- 
idon,  we  most  anticlptta  a  nmilar  erent  at  every  re- 
Tulaion.  It  cannot  be  ardded  In  this  age  of  epecn- 
lation,  and  with  our  syBtem  of  banking.  In  perioda 
of  alarm,  those  who  are  threatened  with  bauluiiptcy 
wilt  aeek  relief  in  any  measure,  r^iardleaa  of  oonee- 
quences.  The  banks  will  certainly  yield  to  the  de- 
mands of  trade  in  some  parta  of  ttie  Union,  and  the  re- 
collectioDS  of  the  nm  i^>on  them  in  183?  will  produce 
a  paqic,  which  most  cwnpel  nuat,  If  not  all,  other 
banka  to  f^^low  tbeir  example.  Some  porUona  tS 
the  Union  may  poariUy  escape ;  but  we  may  cer- 
tainly an^pate  embfirrusmcnC  in  acme  sections,  and 
we  ^oald  accoidinj^y  prepare  for  it  The  banking 
lyatem  of  thia  country  must  be  Aoron^y  refotmed 
befim  oonfldence  in  the  conTcctiUHty  of  bank  notes 
flan  be  permanently  reTived.  No  audi  reform  can, 
at  thia  time,  be  anticipated.  A  few  mora  disastrous 
iCTuialona  may  compel  ua,  at  some  future  period,  to 
correct  the  vices  of  our  system ;  but,  for  the  present, 
U  ia  evident  that  our  local  currencies  are  to  be  atill 
fiirther  vitiated  by  State  legislation.  With  our  re- 
cent experience,  and  with  such  a  prospect  before 
uf,  a  just  and  patriotic  regard  for  the  public  interest 
urgently  requires  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
8t^ea  ahouM  not  be  hereafter  expoaed  to  embar- 
laasment  or  bankruptcy  by  Iwing  connected  with  a 

nn  liable  at  all  times  'to  explosion,  and  that  it 
d  never  again  be  made  dependent  upon  every 
viciasitnde  in  the  commercial  sy^m  of  the  worid. 

The  public  mind  is  aatisfled  that  some  plan  ahoold 
be  ad<^ted  to  relieve  trade  fhm  any  connection  with 
oar  revmaea,  and  to  renda  our  IVeasury  Independ- 
ent of  all  explodons.  Mnmerona  plana  have  been 
int^Msed  for  making  a  partial  use  of  banks,  fw  the 
mere  purpose  of  keeping  the  public  money,  under 
some  special  deposit  system,  witii  an  obligation 
not  to  employ  it  ui  kwna  to  trade.  No  audi  t^ioeit 
can  be  eftetual  but  one  which  aecnres  to  the  Ireaff 
■ry  the  control  over  the  money  spedally  deposited, 
and  leaves  the  dally  receipts  and  payments  to  be 
made  by  public  officers.  Such  a  system  would 
merely  secure  the  use  of  the  vaults  of  the  banks  aa 
places  of  safety,  and  would  be  unnecessary  where  our 
public  offices  are  suf^died,  as  tliey  all  must  be,  with 
vaults  or  safes,  or  both,  for  the  preservation  <€  the 
pubUe  arcUrei  and  treasure.  If  the  binka  have 
•onttol  over  the  public  money  deponted  with  tliem, 
all  tbe  atlpuUtiixia  and  obUgidioos  whidb  can  be  con- 
trived will  never  prevent  them  from  discounting  upon 
it,  directiy  or  Indirectiy ;  and  all  the  guards  we  can 
provide  will  not  secure  to  the  Treasury  ita  qwde 
nnd  in  oaae  of  a  auspenaion.  The  various  r^;ida- 
ttma  wUeh  have  been  proposed  would  be,  in  pra^ice, 
mere  nullitiea.  The  obll^tion  to  credit  the  revenue 
collected,  as  q)ede,  has  alwaya  existed,  and  would 
be  more  bindiog  hereafter  than  it  has  been  here- 
tofore ;  and  a  q>eci&l  deposit,  exclusively  oontrdled 
by  the  bank,  would  be  aa  unavailable  in  case  of  a 
suspension  as  any  other,  whidi  it  would  be  equally 
bound  in  Uw  to  pay  in  specie,  A  stipulatioit  that 
the  bank  should  pay  tbe  Treasury  warrant  in  specie 
woaM  be  abortive,  as  that  must  be  determined  by 
tbe  Government  creditor.    Whether  tbe  deposits 


are  in  rpede  or  In  bank  notes,  it  will  pay  out  its 
own  notes,  and  increase  its  discounts  aooordlcgly. 
Periodical  settiemeuts  with  banks  having  control 
over  tbe  deposits,  beibre  and  after  the  settlement, 
would  be  a  mere  formality.  Banks  might  be  em- 
ployed under  a  system  <^  joint  management  and 
oontn^  Special  oolleGtions,  deporits,  and  diribarae- 
ments  m^t  be  made  under  tlw  care  tA  two  seta  erif 
officers,  one  to  be  appointed  by  OoveramoiC^  tbe 
other  by  tbe  banks ;  but  audi  a  plan  would  require 
a  much  greater  number  of  oflScers  than  is  now  pro- 
posed;  and  would,  at  the  same  time,  enable  tbe 
banka  employed  by  the  Treasury  to  subetHute  their 
notes  for  tbe  coin  collected,  and  enlaige  .tlidr  iesoes 
and  their  discounts,  which  is  one  of  the  i»inc^Hl 
evils  derfgned  to  be  av<4ded  by  the  separation. 

Tbe  Treasury  cannot,  with  safiety  to  ttsdf  or  to 
trade,  part  with  its  control  over  ue  public  inmey, 
from  its  collection  to  its  disbursement.  After  ex- 
amining the  sutyect  in  all  its  bearings,  and  with  every 
desire  to  anlte  puUic  sentiment  in  some  measure, 
tbe  committee  are  more  tiian  ever  oonvinoed  that  the 
simplest,  most  economical,  and  best  plan,  for  all  in- 
terests,  as  a  permanent  i^tem,  is  to  employ  oOsns 
of  Government,  appointed  the  Pierident  with  tbe 
i4^bati(m  of  tbe  Senata,  to  collect,  keep,  and  dio- 
burae  the  publie  money,  under  sudi  regulatlooa, 
guards,  and  restrictions  as  CoDfpees  in^  frout  time  to 
time  deem  exjtedient. 

A  bill  for  the  divorce  of  Bonk  and  State,  and 
for  the  estsblishment  of  an  Iadepead«it  Treaa- 
Qty  fbr  the  United  States,  vas  then  reported. 


TR  BENATS. 

Satubdult,  Kkroh  10. 
7n<2ep0nim<  Treaaury  Bill 
The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
Independent  Treasury  bill ;  the  questioa  being 
on  Mr.  BnoHAHAM's  motion  to  postpone  the  bdl 
and  amendnieDt  till  the  next  aesnni. 
The  motion  was  lost  by— 

Txis.— Uessn.  Bayard,  Buduman,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  CMtteoden,  Davis,  Grundy,  Blnig^ 
HcKean,  Herrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  BoUUna, 
Ruegles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
TaUmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  and  White— 23. 

Kats. — UesBia.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  CaJhonn, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Uorris,  Uouton,  Nicholas, 
Xites,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall, 
VUIiama,  Wii^  and  Tooi^^S. 

Independent  Treatury— Reply  t(f  Jfr. ' 
Calhoun  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Having  now  established  by  the  record  that  I 
have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  princi- 
ple, nor  deserted  any  party,  the  charge  of  the 
Senator,  with  all  tJie  asperuons  vith  which  he 
accompanied  it,  fyia  prostrate  to  the  earth. 
Here  I  might  leave  the  subject,  and  close  my 
Tindication.  Bnt  I  choose  not  I  shall  fdloir 
£be  Senator  np,  step  by  step,  in  his  unprovoked, 
and,  I  may  now  add,  groundless  attack,  with 
blows  not  less  deoiuve  and  victorions. 

The  SeniUor  next  proceeded  to  state,  that  in 
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a  certain  document  (if  he  named  it  I  did  not 
hear  him)  I  assign  as  the  reason  why  I  cooldnot 
join  in  the  attack  on  the  Administration,  that 
the  benefit  of  the  victory  woald  not  ennre  to 
myself  or  my  party ;  or,  as  be  explained  bim- 
eelf^  because  it  would  not  plaoe  myself  and  them 
in  power.  I  presame  be  referred  to  a  letter,  in 
answer  to  an  invitation  to  a  jmblio  dinner, 
oflbred  me  by  my  <^  and  fidtbfnl  iHends  and 
oonstttnents  of  Sdgefleld,  in  ^iprobation  of  107' 
oonne  at  the  extra  •enon. 
rMr.  Olat.  I  do.] 

The  pressure  of  domeatio  engvpemttits  woold 
not  permit  me  to  aooept  tiieir  uiTltation,  and, 
in  declining  it,  I  deemed  it  dne  to  them  and 
myself  to  explmn  my  course,  in  its  political 
and  party  i>earing,  more  fully  than  I  had  done 
in  debate.  They  had  a  right  to  know  my  rea- 
Bons,  and  I  expressed  myself  with  the  frankness 
dae  to  the  long  and  nninterr#ted  confidence 
that  had  ever  existed  between  as.  Having 
made  these  explanatory  remarks,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  meet  the  aaseroon  of  the  Senator,  and 
laatrin  take  iaane  on  tbe&ot.  I  assigned  no 
soon  reason  as  the  Senator  attribntaa  to  me.  I 
noTor  dreamed  or  thonght  <^  laeh  a  one ;  nor 
can  any  force  of  constraction  extort  it  from 
what  I  said.  No :  my  object  was  not  power  or 
place,  either  for  myself  or  party.  It  was  far 
more  bamble.and  honest.  It  was  to  save  onr- 
selves  and  oar  principles  from  being  abswbed 
and  lost  in  a  party  more  numerous  and  power- 
ful bat  differing  from  na  on  almost  every  prin- 
dple  and  qnesUon  of  policy. 

When  the  snspenrion  of  specie  payments  took 
place  in  May  h^t,  (not  nnexpected  to  me,)  I 
unmediately  tamed  my  attention  to  tiie  event 
earnest^,  ccmdderiDg  it  as  an  ev«it  m^nant 
with  great  and  lastine  conseqnraieea.  Beriew- 
ing  the  whole  groano,  I  saw  nothing  to  obaoge 
in  the  opinions  and  principles  I  had  avowed  in 
1884,  and  I  determmcd  to  cartr  than  oat,  as 
&r  as  cironmstanoes  and  my  abiUty  wonid  en- 
able me.  Bat  I  saw  that  my  coarse  most  be 
inflnenoed  by  the  position  which  the  two  great 
contending  parties  might  take  in  reference  to 
the  qnestion.  I  did  not  doabt  that  the  Oppou- 
tion  wonld  rally  either  on  a  National  Bank,  or 
A  ci^mbination  of  State  banks,  with  Ur.  Biddle's 
at  the  head ;  bat  I  was  wholly  nnoertain  what 
coarse  the  Administration  woald  adopt,  and  re- 
mained so  till  the  Message  of  the  President  was 
ncdred  and  read  bythe  Seeretary  at  hia  table. 
THnn  I  saw  he  went  fox  a  divorce,  I  never 
hesitated  a  moment.  Not  only  my  c^initnia  and 
prinolplea  long  entert^ned,  and,  as  I  have 
shown^  folly  expressed  years  ago,  bat  the  high- 
est politioal  motives,  left  me  no  alternative.  I 
perceived,  at  once,  that  the  object,  to  accom- 
plish which  we  had  acted  in  concert  with  the 
Oppo^tion,  had  ceased ;  Exeoative  aaarpations 
boa  come  to  an  end  for  the  present;  afadtnattiie 
Btmg^e  with  the  Admini^ration  was  no  longer 
for  power,  bat  to  save  themselves.  I  also  clear- 
ly saw  if  we  shooM  unite  witb  tibe  O^M^tiou 
Inthdr  attaok  on  the  Adminifltnticn,  the  Tift> 


tory  over  them  in  the  pouUon  they  occapied, 
wonld  be  a  victory  orer  us  and  oar  principles. 
It  required  ^lo  sagacity  to  see  that  snch  would 
he  the  result  It  was  as  plain  as  day. ,  The 
Administration  had  taken  position,  as  I  have 
shown,  on  the  very  ground  I  occapied  in  1834, 
and  which  the  whole  State  Bights  party  had 
taken  at  the  same  time  in  the  other  House,  as 
its  joamals  will  prove.  The  Opposition,  under 
the  banner  of  the  bank,  were  moving  against 
th^  tat  the  venr  reason  that  they  had  itkm 
the  ground  they  did. 

Now,  I  ask,  what  would  have  been  the  result 
if  we  had  Joined  in  the  attack  ?  No  one  oan 
now  doubt  that  the  victory  over  those  in  power 
wonld  have  been  certain  and  dedsive,  nor 
would  the  consequencea  have  been  the  least 
doobtfal.  The  first  fruit  would  have  been  a 
National  Bank.  The  pruieiples  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  the  very  object  of  the  attack,  would 
have  necessarily  led  to  that.  We  would 
have  been  not  only  too  feeble  to  resbt,  but 
would  have  been  committed  by  joining  in  the 
attack  with  its  avowed  object  to  go  fw  one, 
while  those  who  snpport  the  AdimnlBtration 
would  have  been  scattered  in  the  winds.  We 
should  then  have  had  a  bank— 4;hat  Is  clear ; 
nor  is  it  less  certain,  that  in  its  train  there 
woold  have  followed  all  the  con3eqaenoe8  which 
have  and  ever  wUl  follow,  when  tried — high 
duties,  overflowing  revenue,  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, lai^e  surpluses ;  m  a  word,  all  those 
disastrous  consequences  whidi  have  jrdl  nigh 
overthrown  our  mstitotions,  and  involved  the 
country  in  its  present  difficulties.  The  influenoe 
of  the  institation,  the  known  principles  and 
[wlioy  of  the  Oppodtion,  and  the  ntter  prostra* 
tion  of  the  Administration  party,  and  tiie  ab- 
sorption of  oars,  wonld  have  led  to  these  ro- 
Bults  as  oertainlyas  we  exist 

I  now  appeal.  Senators,  to  your  candor  and 
Justice,  and  ask,  could  I,  having  all  these  oon- 
Bequences  before  me,  with  my  known  opinions 
and  that  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong,  and  to 
which  only  I  owe  fidelity,  have  acted  differ- 
ently from  what  I  did  I  Would  not  any  other 
course  have  Justly  exposed  me  to  the  charge  of 
having  abandoned  my  principles  and  party, 
with  which  I  am  now  accused  so  nnjustly? 
Nay,  would  it  not  have  been  worse  than  fwiy 
— been  madness  in  mo,  to  have  taken  any 
othtf  ?  And  yet,  the  grounds  whidi  I  have 
assumed  in  this  expoution  are  the  very  reatom 
assigned  in  my  letter,  and  which  the  Senator 
has  perverted  most  unfidrly  and  unjustly  into 
the  pitiAd,  personal,  and  selflsh  reason,  which 
he  has  attrirated  to  me.  Ooofirmative  of  what 
I  sqr,  I  ag^  ^peal  to  the  reoord.  The  Secre- 
tary will  read  tne  paragn^  marked  in  my 
Edgefield  letter,  to  whicb,  I  presume,  the  Sen- 
ator allnded. 

"  As  soon  as  I  saw  Uiia  state  of  things,  I  cleaiiy 
perceived  Uut  a  veiy  importaot  question  was  pre- 
sented for  onr  detanlnmon,  wbich  we  were  com- 
pdiad  to  decide  forthwith  sbaH  we  continue  oar 
joint  attack  with  the  Natimala  on  those  in  power,  fai 
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■  tho  new  position  Thich  they  have  been  compelled  to 
occwy?  It  was  dear,  with  our  Jofartf<vce>,ve  could 
utterly  OTerthrov  and  demcriUi  them,  bnt  It  was  not 
less  clear  that  the  Tictory  would  en  are,  not  to  va, 
but  exdiudTely  to  the  benefit  of  our  allies  and  thefr 
cause.  They  were  the  moat  numerous  and  powerful, 
and  the  point  of  aasault  on  the  poutiun  which  the 
party  to  be  assaulted  bad  taken  in  rdation  to  the 
banks,  would  have  greatly  atrenotbened  the  aettied 
principlea  and  poli^  of  the  Kational  party,  and 
weakened,  m  the  nine  degree,  outs.  They  are,  and 
erer  have  been,  the  decided  advocates  of  a  National 
Bank,  and  are  now  in  favor  of  one  with  a  capital  bo 
ample  as  to  be  sufficient  to  control  the  State  institu- 
tions, and  to  r^rulote  the  currency  and  exdianges  of 
the  country.  To  join  <hem  with  their  avowed 
ot^ect  in  tM  attadc  to  overthrow  those  in  power,  on 
the  ground  th^  occai^ed  against  a  banlc,  would,  of 
course,  not  only  have  placed  the  Government  and 
conntiy  is  thdr  hands  without  oppodtion,  bat  would 
have  committed  ns,  beyond  ihs  poedbility  of  extri- 
cation, for  a  bank,  and  abaoibed  our  party  in  the 
ranks  of  the  National  Bepublicans.  The  first  fruits 
cf  the  victory  would  have  been  an  overshadowing 
IhtionalBnk,  wtthanimnkoueoapltal,  not  less  than 
ihHn  fifty  to  a  hondnd  ndllkma,  irtiim  wonld  have  era 
tnlized  the  currency  and  ezchangea,  and  irith  them 
the  oommerce  and  cap^  of  the  country,  in  what- 
ever section  the  head  of  the  institution  might  be 
placed.  The  next  would  be  tiie  indissoluble  union 
of  the  political  opponents,  wboee  prindjdea  and  policy 
■re  BO  q^ndte  to  oun,  and  BO  dBBgeraofl  to  oar  Iiuti- 
totioDB,  as  well  as  so  oppressive  to  as." 

I  nov  fuikf  is  there  any  thing  in  tUs  eztmet 
which  iHII  warrant  the  constnifitiai  that  the 
fi^nator  has  attempted  toforeS  'p^  It?  Is  it 
not  manifest  that  the  expresuon  to  which  he 
fixes,  ^at  the  victory  would  ennfe,'i]^t  to  ns, 
bnt  exdnuveljto  the  benefit  of  the'Opiio^tion, 
aUndos  not  to  power  or  place,  hot  to-pKboiple 
and  policy?  Can  words  be  more  plain t'^'What 
then  becomes  of  all  the  aspersions  of  th^'Sena- 
tor,  his  reflections  about  selfishness  and  ^he 
want  of  patriotism,  and  his  allnsions  and  illus- 
trations to  give  them  force  and  effect  ?  They 
iall  to  the  ground  without  deserving  a  notice, 
with  bis  groundless  accusa^on.  But,  in  so  pre- 
meditatoa  and  indisoriminate  an  attack,  it  ooald 
not  bjB  ezpectpd  that  my  motives  would  entire- 
ly escapiB,  aod  we  accordingly  find  tiie  Senator 
T6r7,charitaUy  leaving  it  to  time  to  £sclose 
my  motive  for  goii^  over.  Leave  it  to  time  to 
diraose  my  piotive  for  going  over!  I,  who 
have  change^  no  .opinion,  abandoned  no  prin- 
fiiple,  desterted  no  party  ^  I,  who  have  stood 
still,  and  mtunt^ned  my  ground  against  every 
difficnlty,  to  be  told  that  it  is  left  to  time  to  dis- 
close my  motive!  Jhe  imputation  sinks  totbe 
earth  with  the  ^oundless  charge  on  which  it 
rests.  I  stamp  it  with  scorn  m  the  dust.  I 
pick  op  the  dart,  which  fell  harmless  at  my  feet 
t  hurl  it  back.  What  the  Senator  choices  on 
me  nqjostly,  h«  Juu  actuaUjf  done.  He  went 
over  on  a  memorable  ooeanon,  and  did  not 
leave  it  to  time  to  disdoae  his  motive. 

The  Senator  next  tells  us  that  I  bore  a  char- 
acter for  stem  fidelity,  which  he  accompanied 
with  rciiDaaria  lm|Aylng  that  I  had  forfbtted  it 
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by  my  course  on  the  present  occasion.  If  he 
means  by  stem  fidelity  a  devoted  attachment  tu 
duty  and  principle,  whidi  nothing  can  ovt> 
come,  the  character  is,  indeed,  a  hi^  <Hie,  ni, 
I  trust,  not  entirely  unmerited.   I  have,  it 
least,  the  anthority  of  the  Senator  hlnudf  tot 
saying  that  it  belonged  tome  before  the  present 
occasion,  and  it  is,  of  course,  incnmboit  n 
him  to  show  ihat  I  have  since  forfeited  it.  Ht 
will  find  the  task  a  Herculean  one.  Itwoold 
be  by  far  more'  ea^  to  show  the  oppoate; 
that,  instead  of  forfeiting,  I  have  strengthened 
my  title  to  the  character ;  instead  of  absndoD- 
ing  any  principles,  I  have  firmly  adhered  to 
them,  and  that,  too,  under  the  most  appalUi^ 
difficulties.   If  I  were  to  select  an  instance  m 
the  whole  cotirse  of  my  lifs  on  whidi,  aboreall 
others,  to  rest  my  tiaim  to  the  character  vludi 
the  Senator  attriboted  to  me,  it  would  be  tka 
very  one.  whiA  he  has  setected  to  ivovathitl 
have  forfeited  it   I  acted  with  the  full  knoiri- 
edge  of  the  difficulties  I  had  to  encooDta,  aol 
the  responaiUlity  I  had  to  incar.  I  saw  a  greit 
and  powerfal  iMr^y,  probably  the  most  povw- 
fnl  in  the  ootmtiy,  eagerly  seizing  <m  the  cbI»- 
trophe  which  had  b«&llen  the  cQrrency,iDd 
the  censequent  embarrassments  tbat  followed, 
to  dittplace  those  in  power,  against  whom  tbef 
hod  been  long  contending.   I  saw  tliat,  to  stand 
between  them  and  their  object,  I  must  neca- 
sarilj  incur  their  deep  and  lasting  displeasoie. 
I  also  saw  tho^  to  raidntain  the  Administratis 
in  the  position  th^y  had  taken,  to  separate  tbe 
Govenimeot  from  the  banks,  I  would  diaff 
down  <m  me,  with  titeezo^ion  of  someoftbe 
Southern  hanks,  the  whole  weight  of  that  ex- 
tensive, concentrated,  and  powerful  interest- 
the  most  powerful  hy  far  of  any  in  the  whole 
community;  and  thus  I  wouJd  unite  Bg«>>< 
me  a  combination  of  political  and  moneyed  in- 
fiuenoe  almost  irresistible.  Nor  was  this  all  I 
could  not  bnt  see  that,  however  pure  aod  ^ 
interested  my  motives,  and  however  consisteot 
my  course  with  all  I  had  ever  said  or  done,  I 
would-  t>e  exposed  to  the  very  charaes  and  e^'f• 
sions  which  I  am  now  repelling.  The  ease  villi 
which  they  oonld  be  made,  aai  the  tODjrtatin 
to  make  them,  I  saw  were  too  great  to  he  re- 
risted  by -the  party  moraUty  of  the  da;,  « 
gronndran  as  I  have  demonswated  them.  Bot 
there  wa^' another  conseqaence  tiiat  I  could 
not  but  foresee,  far  more  painfbl  to  me  than  all 
others.   I  bQt  too  clearly  saw  that,  in  so  sad- 
den and  complex  a  juncture,  called  on  as  I  was 
to  decide  on  my  course  instantly,  as  it  were,  on 
the  field  of  battie,  without  consnltation,  or  ex- 
plaining my  reasons,  I  would  estrange  f(7  > 
time  many  of  my  political  friends,  who  h« 
passed  through  with  me  so  piaay  trials  and  dif- 
ficulties, and  for  whom  I  &el  a  brother's  Iotc. 
Bot  I  saw  before  me  the  path  of  duty,  and, 
thoaj^  ragged,  and  hedged-  .miAll  sidss  viw 
these  and  many  other  diffictdtie^  I W  not  b»- 
itote  a  moment  to  take  it.  After  I  had  mu« 
np  my  mind  as  to  my  oonrse^in  a.owiyier8atlM 
inth  «  ftknd  abont  the  rapooaihm^  I  V"^ 
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assume,  he  remarked  Uiat  my  own  State  might 
desert  me.  I  replied  that  it  was  not  impossi- 
ble; hat  the  result  has  proved  that  I  nnder-es-. 
timated  the  intelligeooe  and  patriotism  of  my 
virtuous  and  noble  State.  I  ask  her  pardon 
for  the  distrost  implied  in  my  answer ;  but  I 
ask  with  assurance  it  will  be  granted,  on  the 
grounds  I  shall  put  it — that  in  being  prepared 
to  saoriflce  her  confidence,  as  dear  to  me  as 
light  and  life,  rather  than  disobey,  on  this  great 
question,  the  dictates  of  my  Judgment  and  cou- 
Boience^  I  proTed  myself  worthy  of  being  her 
reweiaitative. 

But  if  the  Senator,  in  attributing  to  me  stern 
fidelity,  meant,  not  devotion  to  prindple,  but 
to  party,  and  especially  the  party  of  which  be 
is  80  prominent  a  member,  my  answer  is,  that  I 
never  belooged  to  his  party,  nor  owed  it  any 
fidelity ;  and,  of  course,  could  forfeit,  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  no  character  fur  fidelity.  It  is  true, 
we  acted  in  concert  against  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  usurpations  of  the  Executive ;  and  it  is 
true,  that,  during  the  time,  I  saw  mnch  to  es- 
teem in  those  with  whom  I  acted,  and  con- 
tracted friendly  relations  with  many  which  I 
^lall  not  be  the  first  to  forget.  It  is  also  true 
that  a  common  party  designation  was  applied 
to  the  Opposition  in  the  aggregate,  not,  how- 
ever, with  my  approbaUon ;  but  it  is  no  less 
true  that  it  was  uoiversaily  known  that  it  con- 
sisted of  two  distinct  parties,  dissimilar  inprin-  i 
oiple  and  policy,  except  in  relation  to  the  object 
for  which  they  had  united :  the  NaUonid  Re- 
publican party,  and  the  portion  of  the  State 
liights  pdfty  which  had  separated  from  the 
Administration,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  de- 
parted from  the  true  principles  of  the  original 
party.  That  I  belonged  exclusively  to  that 
detached  |)or(ion,  and  to  neither  the  Opposition 
nor  Admmistration  party,  I  prove  by  my  ex- 
plicit declaration,  contuned  in  one  <tf  the  ex- 
tracta  read  from  my  speech  on  the  onrreocy  in 
1884.  That  the  party  generally,  and  the  State 
which  I  represent  in  part,  stood  aloof  from  both 
of  the  parties,  may  be  established  from  the  fact 
that  they  refused  to  mingle  in  party  and 
political  contests  of  the  day.  Uy  State  with- 
held her  electoral  vote  in  two  successive  Presi- 
dential elections;  and,  rather  than  to  bestow  it 
<m  «ther  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  the 
distiDgulshed  citizen  whom  he  opposed,  in  the 
first  of  those  elecUons,  she  threw  her  vote  on  a 
patriotic  citizen  of  Viiviuia,  since  deceased,  of 
nsr  own  politics,  bat  who  was  not  a  candidate ; 
and,  in  toe  last,  ihe  refused  to  s^e  It  to  the 
worthy  Qeaatm  from  Tennessee  near  me,  (Jadge 
Whiti,)  though  his  princiiiles  and  views  of  pw- 
kiy  approached  ao  mnch  nearer  to  hers  tiiaa 
that  of  the  party  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  belongs.  But,  suppose  the  fact  was 
otherwise,  and  that  the  two  parties  had  blended 
BO  as  to  form  on&  and  that  I  owed  to  tlie  united 

rrty  as  much  fidelity  as  I  do  to  that  to  which 
exclosively  belonged ;  even  on  that  supposi- 
tion, uo  ooucepUon  <tf  party  fidelity  conla  nave 
teotoolled  iDjoonneon  tlieinwait  ocoadoD.' 
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I  am  not  among  those  who  pay  no  regard  to 
party  obligations;  on  the  contrary,  I  place 
fidelity  to  party  among  the  politioil  virtues, 
but  I  assign  to  it  a  limited  sphere.  I  confine  it 
to  matters  of  detail  and  arrangement,  and  to 
minor  questions  of  policy.  Beyond  that,  on  all 
questions  involving  principles,  or  measures  cal- 
culated to  affect  materially  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  country,  I  look  only  to  God  and 
country. 

And  here,  }lr.  President,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportuidty  to  dedaro  my  present  politiad 
position,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  hwe- 
afler.  I  beloDg  to  the  old  BepubUean  State 
Bights  party  of '98.  To  that,  aod  that  alone,  I 
owe  fidelity,  and  by  that  I  shall  stand  through 
every  change,  and  in  spite  of  every  difficulty. 
Its  creed  is  to  be  found  m  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, and  Virginia  resolutions  and  report ;  and 
its  policy  is  to  confine  the  action  of  this  Gov- 
ernment within  the  narrowest  limits  compati- 
ble with  the  peace  and  security  of  these  States, 
and  the  object  for  which  the  Union  was  ex- 
pressly formed.  I,  as  one  of  that  party,  shuU 
support  all  who  support  its  principles  and  poli- 
cy, and  oppose  all  who  oppose  them.  I  have 
gtven,  and  shall  continne  to  c^ve,  the  Adnunis- 
tration  a  hearty  and  sincere  snpport  on  the 
great  question  now  under  disonsdon,  becauso  I 
r^ord  it  as  in  strict  conformity  to  our  creed 
and  poUoy,  and  shall  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  sustain  them  under  the  great  respon- 
sibility which  they  have  assumed.  But  let  me 
tell  those  who  are  more  interested  in  sustain- 
ing them  than  myself^  that  the  danger  which 
threatous  them  lies  not  here,  bat  iu  another 
quarter.  This  measure  will  tend  to  uphold 
them  if  they  stand  fast,  and  adhere  to  it  with 
fidelity.  But,  if  they  wish  to  know  where  the 
danger  is,  let  them  look  to  the  fiscal  depart- 
ment of  the  GoveromentL  I  sidd,  years  ago. 
that  we  were  oommittdng  an  error  the  reverse  of 
the  great  and  dangerooa  one  that  was  commit- 
ted In  1828,  and  to  which  ve  owe  oar  pres- 
ent difficulties,  and  all  we  have  since  etperl- 
enced.  Then  we  raised  the  revenue  greatly, 
when  the  expenditures  were  about  to  be  re- 
duced by  the  discbarge  of  the  public  debt ;  and 
now  we  have  doubled  the  disbursements,  when 
the  revenue  is  rapidly  decreasing;  an  error, 
which,  although  probably  not  so  fatal  to  the 
countty,  will  prove,  if  immediate  and  vigorous 
measures  be  not  adopted,  far  more  so  to  those 
in  power.  The  country  will  not,  and  ought 
not,  to  bear  the  creation  of  ^  new  debt,  beyond 
what  m^y  be  temporarily  necessary  to  meet  the 
present  embarrassment ;  and  any  attempt  to  in- 
crease the  duties  must,  and  ought  to  prove  fiital 
to  those  who  may  make  it,  so  long  as  the  ex- 
penditures may,  by  economy  and  accoontablU- 
ty,  be  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  revenue. 

But  the  Seuator  did  not  confine  his  attacks 
to  my  conduct  and  motives  in  reference  to  the 
present  question.  In  his  eagerness  to  weaken 
the  cause  I  support,  by  destroying  confidence 
inme,  he  made  an  indlaorimin^  attack  on  my 
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intellectTial  facolties,  which  he  characterized  as 
metaphysical,  eccentric,  too  much  geMns, 
and  too  little  common  sense,  and  of  coarse 
wanting  a  sonnd  and  practical  judgment 

Mr.  President,  accor^g  to  my  opinion,  there 
is  nothing  of  which  those  who  are  endowed 
with  SQperior  mental  faculties  oaght  to  he  more 
canUoQB,  than  to  reproach  tiiose  with  their  de- 
ficiency to  wh<an  I^Tideoce  has  been  less  lib- 
eral. The  fiumlties  of  onr  mind  are  th^  imme- 
diate gift  of  onr  Creator,  for  which  we  are  no 
farther  responsible  than  for  fheir  proper  calti- 
vation,  according  to  oar  c^portnnities,  and  their 
proper  awlication  to  control  uid  rwolate  our 
actions.  Thnsthinking,ltn»tldianbethelast 
to  assume  superiority  on  my  part,  or  reproach 
any  one  with  inferiority  on  hia;  bnt  those  who 
do  not  regard  the  rule,  when  applied  to  others, 
cannot  expect  it  to  bo  obaervod  when  applied 
to  themselTes.  The  critic  most  expect  to  be 
criticized,  and  he  who  points  out  the  faults  of 
others,  to  have  liis  own  pointed  out 

I  cannot  retort  on  the  Senator  the  charge  of 
being  metwhysicol.  I  cannot  accuse  him  of 
possesung  the  powers  of  analyds  and  generaH- 
zation,  those  higher  fiaeplties  tn  the  mind,  (called 
metaphysical  by  thostf  who  do  not  possess 
them,)  which  decompose  and  resolve  into  th^ 
elements  the  complex  masses  of  ideas  that  exist 
in  the  world  of  mind,  aa  chemistry  does  the 
bodies  that  surround  us  in  the  material  world ; 
and  without  which  those  deep  and  hidden  caus- 
es which  ore  in  constant  action,  and  producing 
such  mighty  changes  in  the  condition  of  socie- 
ty, would  operate  unseen  and  undetected.  The 
absence  of  these  higher  qualities  of  the  mind  is 
conspicuous  thronghout  the  whole  course  of  the 
Senator's  public  life.  To  this  it  may  be  ti-aeed 
that  he  ^«fers  the  apeoiona  to  the  solid,  and 
the  plonnble  to  the  trae.  To  the  some  canse, 
combined  with  an  ardent  temperament,  it  is 
owing  that  we  ever  find  him  mounted  on  some 
popnuir  and  favorite  measnre  which  he  whips 
alon^  cheered  by  the  shouts  of  the  mnltitude, 
and  never  dismonnts  till  he  has  rode  it  down. 
Thns,  at  one  time,  we  find  him  mounted  on  the 
protective  system,  which  he  rode  down;  at 
another,  on  internal  improvement ;  and  now  he 
is  mounted  on  a  bank,  which  will  surely  share 
the  same  fate,  unless  those  who  are  immediate- 
ly interested  shall  Ettop  him  in  his  headlong  ca- 
reer. It  is  the  fault  of  his  mind  to  seize  on  a 
few  prominent  and  striking  advantages,  and  to 
pursue  them  eagerly  without  looking  to  conse- 
qnences.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  protecUve 
system,  he  was  struck  with  the  advantages  of 
manufaotures;  and,  believing  that  high  duties 
was  the  proper  mode  of  protecting  them,  he 

Eushed  forward  the  system  without  seeing  that 
0  was  enriching  one  portion  of  the  country  at 
the  exj>ense  of  the  other;  corrupting  the  one 
and  abenating  the  other ;  and,  finally,  dividing 
the  community  into  two  great  hostile  interests, 
which  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the  sys- 
tem itself.  So,  now,  he  looks  only  to  a  uniform 
currency,  and  a  bank  oa  tlie  means  of  seouiteg 


it,  without  once  reflecting  how  far  the  banking 
system  has  progressed,  and  the  difficulties  thil 
impede  its  urther  prt^ess;  that  tHmking  and 

Soutics  are  running  together  to  their  mntnil 
estmction ;  and  that  the  ofAy  posdUe  mode 
of  saving  bis  favorite  qrstem  is  to  sepante  it 
from  the  Government. 

To  the  defects  of  understanding,  which  tin 
Senator  attributes  to  me,  I  make  no  reidy.  It 
iafiv  othem,  and  not  me,  to  dtfennlnetbepor 
tion  <tf  understanding  which  it  has  ideaaed  tin 
Author  of  my  IwinK  to  bestow  on  me.  It 
however,  fortunate  Tor  me,  that  the  stndvd 
by  which  t  shall  be  judged  is  not  theMw^t^q- 
ndiced,  and,  as  I  have  shown,  unfounded  oidn- 
ion  which  the  Senator  has  expressed,  bnt  is; 
acts.  They  furnish  materials,  neither  few  nor 
scant,  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  my  mmtal  f^^ 
ulties.  I  have  now  i>een  more  than  tweDt;-«i 
years  continuously  in  the  service  of  this  Got- 
ernment,  in  various  stations,  and  have  tika 
part  in  almost  all  tlie  great  qoestkais  vhiii 
have  agitated  this  oonnt^  during  this  long  nd 
impcniant  period.  Throughout  the  whtk  I 
have  never  followed  events,  but  have  taken  mj 
stand  in  advance,  openly  and  freely  avoTia; 
my  opinions  on  all  qnestions,  and  leaving  it  to 
time  and  experience  to  condemn  or  approve  n? 
course.  Thus  acting,  I  have  often,  and  on 
great  qnestions,  separated  from  those  vitili 
whom  I  usually  octecl,  and  if  I  am  really  so  de- 
fective in  sound  and  practical  judgment  utbt 
Senator  represents,  the  proof,  if  to  be  fwnd 
anywhere,  must  be  found  in  such  instancei, « 
wliere  I  cave  acted  on  my  sole  responsibly 
Kow,  I  ask,  in  which  of  the  many  instances  of 
the  kind  is  such  proof  to  be  found?  It  is  net 
my  intention  to  c^l  to  the  reoollection  of  i1h 
Senate  all  ancb ;  but  that  you.  Senators,  mij 
Judge  for  yoonelves,  it  is  due  in  justice  to  my- 
self; that  I  should  surest  a  few  of  tiie  mo^ 
prominent,  which  at  the  time  were  rcgerted 
as  the  Senator  now  ccmsiders  the  present;  W 
then,  as  now,  because  where  duty  is  involred, 
I  would  not  submit  to  party  trammels. 

I  go  back  to  the  commencement  of  my  pnl>- 
lie  life,  the  war  session,  as  it  wasnsnsllycalH 
of  1812,  when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  the  otiier 
House,  a  young  man,  without  experience  to 
guide  me ;  and  I  shall  select,  as  the  first  Id- 
stance,  the  Navy.  At  that  time  the  Admiou- 
tration  and  the  party  to  which  I  was  strca^ty 
attached,  were  deddedly  opposed  to^isimjpo'* 
tant  arm  of  service.  It  was  conudered  anti-n- 
publican  to  Bnpp<Hi;  it;  bnt  acting  with  my  tb« 
distinguished  ooUeagne,  Mr.  Cheves,  wbo  led 
the  way,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  myhesi^ 
support,  regardless  of  party  ties.  Does  tbb  ni* 
stance  sustain  the  cbaige  t^tbe  Senator  t 

The  next  I  shall  select  is  the  restrictive  sjs- 
tem  of  that  day,  the  embargo,  the  noD-impt^ 
tation  and  non-interconrse  acts.  This,  too,  wft9> 

{>arty  measure,  which  had  been  long  and  irami' 
y  contested,  and  of  course  the  lines  I*^ 
well  drawn.  Young  and  inexpwienoed  uj 
vai^  I  saw  its  defo^  and  resolotdy 
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It,  almost  alone  of  mj  party.  The  seoond  or 
tiiird  speech  I  made,  after  I  took  my  seat,  was 
in  open  deoimdatioa  of  the  system ;  and  I  may 
refer  to  the  groands  I  then  assumed,  the  tmtfa 
of  which  have  been  confirmed  by  time  and  ex- 
perience, with  pride  and  confidence.  This  will 
scarcely  be  selected  by  the  Senator  to  make 
good  his  charge. 

I  pass  over  other  instances,  and  come  to  Mr. 
Dallas's  bank  of  1814-*16.  That,  too,  was  a 
party  measure.  Banking  was  then  oorapara- 
tiTeur  but  little  imderBtood,  and  it  majaeemas- 
faoMiing,  at  thia  time,  uiat  aneh  a  project 
dionld  ever  have  received  any  oonntenauce  or 
aapport.  It  proposed  to  create  a  bank  of 
$60,000,000,  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  what 
was  called  th«i  the  war  stocks ;  that  is,  the 
pnbllo  debt  created  in  carrying  on  the  then 
war.  It  was  provided  that  the  bank  should  not 
pay  ipecie  daring  the  war,  and  for  three  years 
after  its  termination,  for  carrying  on  which  it 
was  to  lend  the  Uovemment  ^e  fiinds.  In 
plain  language,  the  Oovemment  was  to  borrow 
back  its  own  credit  for  the  bank,  and  pay  to  the 
institntion  six  per  cent  for  its  nse.  I  had 
scarcely  ever  before  seriously  thooght  of  banks 
or  bankinff,  but  I  dearly  saw  throng  the  ope- 
ration, and  the  danger  to  the  Government  and 
ooontry,  and,  regaroIeaB  ^  party  ties  or  dennn- 
datiooB,  I  opposed  and  defeated  it  in  the  man- 
ner I  explained  at  the  extra  aession.  I  then 
subjected  myself  to  tlie  reiy-  charge  which  the 
Senator  now  makes,  bat  time  has  done  me  jus- 
tice, as  it  will  in  the  present  instance. 

Passing  the  intervening  instances,  I  come 
down  to  my  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, where  I  acted  on  my  own  lodgment  and 
responsibility.  It  is  known  to  all,  that  the  de- 
partment, at  the  time,  was  perfectly  disorgan- 
ized, with  not  mnch  less  than  $60,000,000  of 
outstanding  and  nnsettled  acooanto,  and  the 
greatest  oonfbsion  in  every  branch  of  service. 
Thongh  without  experience,  I  prepared,  shortly 
after  I  went  in,  the  bill  for  its  organization,  and 
on  its  passage  I  drew  up  the  body  of  rules  for 
carrying  the  act  jnto  execution ;  both  of  which 
remain  subetantially  nnchangeid  to  tliis  day. 
After  reducing  the  oatstanduig  accounts  to  a 
few  millions,  and  introdvcing  order  and  ac- 
oonntability  in  every  branch  of  service,  and 
bringing  down  the  expenditure  of  tlie  anny 
from  four  to  two  and  a  half  millions  annually, 
without  subtracting  a  single  comfort  from  ei- 
ther officer  or  soldier,  I  left  the  Department  in  a 
condition  that  might  w^  be  compared  to  the 
best  in  any  eotmtoy.  If  I  am  deficient  in  the 

n"ities  which  the  Senator  atfaribntes  to  me, 
in  thia  mass  of  details  and  bnslnesa  It  ought 
to  be  discovered.  Will  he  look  to  this  to  roAko 
good  his  charge  ? 

From  the  War  Department  I  was  transferred 
to  the  Ohair  which  you  now  occupy.  How  I 
acquitted  myself  in  the  diachai^  at  its  duties, 
I  leave  it  to  the  body  to  decide,  without  adding 
a  word.  The  atation,  fr<an  its  leisura,  gave  me 
a  good  q^(Hrtimify  to  atndj  the  goiiwof  tiw 


prominent  measure  of  the  da^,  called  then  the 
American  system,  of  which  I  profited.  I  soon 
perceived  where  its  errors  lay,  and  how  it 
would  operate.  I  clearly  saw  its  desolating  ef- 
fects in  one  section,  and  corruptiug  inflnence  In 
the  other;  and  when  I  saw  that  it  could  not  be 
arrested  here,  I  fell  back  on  my  own  State,  and 
a  blow  was  given  to  a  system  destined  to  de- 
stroy our  in^itutions,  if  not  overthrown,  which 
broagbl  it  to  the  ground.  This  brings  me 
down  to  the  present  times,  and  where  pudons 
and  prejudices  are  yet  too  stroitt  to  make  an 
appeal,  witii  any  prospect  oi  a  fair  and  Impar- 
tial Terdiot.  I  then  tvuisfw  this,  and  all  my 
subeeqnent  acta,  including  the  present,  to  the 
tribunal  of  posterity,  with  a  perfect  oonfi- 
deuce  that  nothing  can  be  found,  in  what  I 
have  stud  or  done,  to  impeach  my  integrity  or 
understanding. 

I  have  now.  Senators,  ■  repelled  the  attacks 
on  me.  I  have  settled  the  account  and  can- 
celled the  debt  between  me  and  my  accuser.  I 
have  not  sought  this  controversy,  nor  have  I 
shunned  it  when  forced  on  me.  I  have  acted 
on  the  defensive,  and  if  it  is  to  continue,  which 
rests  with  the  Senator,  I  shall  throughout  con- 
tinue so  to  act,  I  know  too  well  theadvantage 
of  my  position  to  surrender  it.  The  Senator 
ccsnmenced  the  controvern-,  and  it  is  bnt  right 
that  he  should  be  responsible  for  the  direction 
it  shall  hereafter  take.  Be  his  detenninatioo 
what  it  may,  I  stand  prepared  too  meet  him. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPRSaEKTATIVXa 

"VxDSSBDXY,  March  14. 

The  HoQse,  in  Ouumittee  of  the  Whde,  took 
up  the  bill  making  uppwpiiaiiooa  for  the  dnl 
and  diplumatio  espenditnres  of  the  Ghnrem- 
ment. 

Mr.  Moitsts,  of  Pennsylvania,  sud  that,  in 
oonseqnenceofbeingplacedupon  theOommittee 
on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Department  of 
State,  it  became  his  duty  to  make  some  in- 
quiries upon  the  Bubject  iq>pert^ning  to  those 
expenditures.  One  portion  of  his  inquiry  re- 
lated to  the  appropriations  and  contingent  ex- 
penditures for  a  few  years  past,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived a  statement  embracing  the  unonnt  from 
the  year  1829  to  1887,  inclntive,  ot  the  appro- 
priations for  Incidental  and  oonttiiMnt  «q>enaaa 
of  the  D^wrtment  ot  State  and  for  p^fineiiti. 
It  Is  as  f(ulows ; 

YMra,  ApproiHlktioni.  Payments. 

1629  -  -  $22,850  -  -  $H,m  44 

1680  -  -  27,100  -  -  21,040  9d 

1881  -  -  20,000  -  -  20,218  92 

1882  -  -  26,000  -  •  81,H8  89 
1888  -  .  •  25,000  -  -  28,8M  14 
1684  -  81,800  -  -  2«,fi8S  IS 

1885  -      •      28,000   •      -   28,487  81 

1886  -  88,000  -  •  28,068  78 
1847   -  18,000   .      .   28,414  OS 

ita«,48o        $as8.Mi  e« 
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HaUng  a  dUforenoe  in  this  length  of  time,  in 
the  aggregate,  hetween  the  appropriations  and 
the  payments^  of  a  little  more  than  five  hun- 
dred dt^Iars.  He  understood  that  the  amount 
d  payments  made  !n  a  year  does  not  neoesstfilj 
show  the  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  that 
year,  as  there  are  scooimts  outstanding  from 
year  to  year,  and  scnnetinies  for  several  years, 
which,  whei)  paid,  are  indaded  in  the  ataionnt 
for  the  year  in  which  the  payment  U  made. 

He  had  nothing  further  to  add,  hut  to  enbmit 
his  amendment  to  rednee  the  contingent  ex* 
penses  for  missions  abroad  from  thirty  to  twen- 
^  thooaand  dollars,  which  h^  did  with  a  strong 
QOBvielioa  of  it*  proprietr. 

Mr.  OAMBBUNa  ezj^ned  that  he  had  made 
api^cation  to  the  deputment  in  relation  to  this 
^tpropriation,  and  has  ascertained  that  Hiere 
was  a  balance  of  only  $18,000  on  hand  on  the 
Istof  Jannaiy,  1888,  and  $16,000  of  that  sum 
wotdd  be  needed  fbr  the  ezpenditore  o£  the 
year  1887,  not  yet  paid. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 


IK  SEITATK. 

Wbdssbdat,  Uaroh  14. 

Indtpendent  TVeotury. 
Jtx.  Bkntoit  B^d :  Mr.  Preudent,  I  have 
(^nniixis  upon  this  subject — opinions  not  of  re- 
cent adopuon,  or  hasty  formation.  Th«r  ori- 
gin dates  far  back — a  rail  quarter  of  a  century ; 
and  they  have  been  receiving  coofinnation  ever 
rinee.  I  was  in  tiie  public  service  during  the 
war— witnessed  the  failure  of  the  State 
banks,  and  saw  the  calamities  of  a  Government, 
and  of  a  people,  destitute  of  specie.  The  first 
Bank  of  tne  United  States  had  expelled  specie 
— ^it  had  done  what  Mr.  Madison  said  it  would 
do,  in  that  masterly  speech  of  1791,  which 
never  has  been,  and  never  can  b&  answered. 
In  that  speech  he  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list 
(«Fthfl  disadvantsMS  of  saeh  a  bank,  t^ieae  pro- 
pbedft  words;  "jFVraf:  Banithini^  th$preoiou$ 
nutak,  hy  nb^itutinff  anot^  midium  to  per* 
/hrm  tnUr  office?*  At  the  expirati<m  of  its 
oliarter,  in  1811,  it  had  oompletely  effected  this 
work.  It  had  banished  the  precions  metals. 
There  was  but  ten  millions  of  specie  left  in  the 
oonntryl  Two  great  errors  were  then  com- 
mitted :  in  not  replemshing  the  country 
with  specie,  and  especially  with  gold ;  eeeon^y, 
in  falling  back  upon  the  paper  of  local  banks 
for  a  national  currency.  In  this  condition,  des- 
titnte of  specie,  and  relying  upon  the  notes  of 
local  banu,  we  went  into  the  war.  The  resalt 
was  inevitable — Hat  explosion  of  our  wbc^ 
mtmetary  ^stnn — ^the  bankruptcy  (rf  the  Treas- 
ury—^o  rainons  use  of  depreciated  p^>er— a 
resort  to  Treasury  notes,  on  which  the  <u«ditor 
tiSbax  lost  88(  ^^t. — loans  on  oppresdve 
tflrms  wnd  tiie  Government  forced  to  make 
common  cause  with  broken  banks  for  the  mu- 
I  toal  support  of  each  other^s  credit.  All  this  I 
saw.  I  saw  the  oalandtiea,' the  hnmiliatioUf 


[Sfira  Coso. 

and  tbe  sofiiBrings  of  tlie  conntry ;  and  I  beard 
the  loud  and  iiucdent  trinm|4i  of  tiid  Federal 
party — that  part  of  it  whicli  opposed  the  war 

—exulting  over  an  empty  Treasury,  an  impair- 
ed public  credit,  a  defffedated  paper  cnrreDcr. 
and  the  national  degradation  for  want  of  sc^ 
money.  I  saw  all  this ;  and  my  head,  and  my 
heart,  both  told  me  that  the  conntry  oo^t 
never  to  be  subjected  to  such  a  &le  sKain. 

This  was  my  war  experience ;  and  now  tm 
the  experimce  of  peace.  After  Uiree  years  <^ 
war,  peace  came,  and  with-  it  came  revival  of 
business,  and  a  multitude  of  local  banks,  and 
at  their  head,  that  immense  charlatan  of  the 
monetaiT  system — a  National  Bankl  Offwcrt 
the  whole  together;  specie  paymenta  resinned: 
confidence  restored;  the  credit  system  in  aO 
its  f^ory,  and  every  branch  of  bunness  distOMi- 
ed  to  the  bursting  point  To  jndge  of  evecy 
thing  by  a  angle  instance,  it  is  snffluent  to 
name  tiie  pnbBc  lands,  of  whioh  the  amount  of 
twenty-^ghi  millions  of  dollars  was  sold  in  a 
single  year  1  and  nearly  all  on  credit,  payable 
in  safe  and  solid  specie-paying  bank  notes.  In 
two  years  tiie  whole  of  these  banks,  tiie  chsr- 
latan  among  the  rest,  were  swamped.  Thea 
we  had  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  of  seven  yean 
before.  No  q>ede;  no  notes  equivaloit  to 
^teoie ;  no  OTedit ;  no  revenues ;  no  prioe  for 
pn^ni^I  Teller  laws— propoty  laws — re- 
plevin Jaws— stay  laws,  the  order  of  12ie  day  \ 
An  entire  stagnation  of  tm^aesa  followed,  not 
fictitious,  but  real ;  and  such  waa  the  fUl  in  tbt: 
price  of  all  produce,  all  property,  and  the 
wages  of  sll  labor,  owing  to  the  failnre  of  the 
banks,  and  the  abswoe  of  qiecie,  tliat  all  debt- 
ors were  placed  in  the  jaws  of  ruin,  and  most 
of  them  entirdy  ruined.  There  was  no  Treas- 
nry  order  then ;  no  removal  of  deponta ;  no 
veto;  no  Ja<dESon  administration  to  rain  the 
oouutiy;  yet  the  distress  and  sufiering  was  act- 
ually l^en,  what  it  is  falsely  said  to  be,  and 
wickedly  attempted  to  be  made,  ^  present 
There  ia  no  comparison  between  the  state  trf 
things  then  and  now. 

At  this  epoch,  diis  second  enlosion  of  the 
ttt|>er  system,  I  came  into  the  Senate  of  the 
iTnited  States,  '  I  came  here  in  the  antamn  of 
1820.  I  travelled  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Potomac  amidst  the  crash  of  falling  banks,  the 
wrecks  of  a  pa^r  currency,  and  tiie  lamenta- 
tions of  a  BuSenng  nation.  I  arrived  here  to 
see  a  Government  without  a  dollar,  and  bor- 
rowing money  to  vej  its  diUly  ezpensea,  which, 
the  year  before,  boasted  a  revenue  of  forty- 
seven  millions,  and  tormented  itself  with  schemes 
to  get  rid  of  surpluses  I  I  commenoed  m  j  Sen- 
aton^  career  under  theae  drenmstanoca  nr. 
oomstanoes  to  nulEe  me  medltide,  and  to  make 
me  feel.  Happi^,  my  associaticms  wen  with 
the  fatJiers  tx  the  RepnUic— with  Uaooa  and 
Randolph,  whose  intimacy  I  enjoyed,  and  whose 
friendship  I  possessed.  My  reading  was  that 
of  the  early  history  of  the  Government— tbe 
Bevolution,  the  Confederation,  the  f<wmatioo 
of  the  Oonstitation  of  '89,  and  the  workings 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


640 


2d  Saw.] 

of  the  machinery  of  the  Federal  Government 
under  the  admioistrations  of  the  earlier  Pres- 
iAmta — Waahio^ton,  Adams,  and  Jeffersou. 
The  result  of  this  association,  and  of  this  read- 
ing, was  a  thorough  cunviction,  1.  That  the 
r^erol  Oonstitution  was  formed  by  hard-money 
men,  and  was  intended  to  be  a  hard-money 
Government;  2.  That  it  had  been  converted 
into  ft  lu^r-moDey  QoTemmeDt,  oootrary  to 
the jnuus  and  intenUon  of  the  oonadbitioii ; 
S.  That  itaa  departun  from  the  oonatitotiMi 
was  the  cause  of  the  mooeyed  calamities 
daring  the  war,  and  agaiu  at  that  time;  4. 
That  uie  remedy  for  these  calamities  was  to  re- 
tom  to  the  plain  meaning  <tf  the  constitution, 
as  expressed  in  the  revenue  act  of  1789,  and  to 
confine  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  gold  and  silver  coin 
only.  These  were  my  convictions ;  and  as 
soon  as  circumstances  were  auspicious  for  ac- 
tion, I  commenced  a  series  of  measures,  all 
tending  to  carry  back  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government  to  the  inteution  of  the  oonstitu- 
tion ;  fully  believingj  that  if  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment would  require  gc^  and  mlver  for  Its 
own  Treasury,  it  would  cause  enough  to  be 
brought  into  the  country,  and  to  remun  in  the 
country,  to  supply  the  whole  body  of  the  peo- 
ple with  hard  money  for  all  their  common  and 
ordinary  dealings  and  transactions.  It  was  not 
nntil'General  Jackson's  administration  that  I 
was  able  to  take  any  strong  and  direct  meas- 
ures towards  the  accompli^imeat  of  the  great 
oliject  which  presented  itself  to  my  view.  The 
sagacious  Mr.  Uac^n  often  said  to  me,  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  any  reform,  unless  the 
Administration  is  with  you.  The  election  of 
General  Jackson  gave  suoh  an  administration. 
From  that  time  there  waa  a  Premdent,  not  only 
to  bvor,  but  to  take  the  lead  in  tbe  great  bus- 
iness of  TeRt<ning  the  constitotional  ourrency, 
and  my  part  became  snbordinate  and  easy.  I 
had  only  to  explun  and  defend  the  great  meas- 
ures which  his  sagacity  and  patriotism  conceiv- 
ed and  recommended. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  these  meas- 
ures, much  less  to  enter  now  Into  any  defence 
of  them.  A  brief  enumeration  will  suffice :  1. 
No  more  National  Banks.  They  had  been 
found  to  be  the  ^eat  exporters  of  specie ;  and 
their  chartered  right  to  pay  the  Federal  reve- 
nues in  their  own  notes,  was  in  itself  a  dear 
breach  (tf  the  eonstitation,  and  banished  gold 
and  nlver  from  the  Treasnry,  and,  by  dimin- 
ishing the  demand  for  it,  exiled  it  from  the 
country.  2.  To  restore  the  gold  currency,  by 
correcting  the  erroneous  standard  of  gold.  8. 
^e  repeal  of  the  act  of  1819,  rendering  onour- 
rent,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  gold  and  nlver 
coins  of  all  foreign  coon  tries.  4.  The  multipli- 
cation of  the  mints,  both  for  the  purpose  of 
coinit^  money  in  different  parts  of  the  Uniou, 
and  for  becoming  places  of  deposit  and  siufe- 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys.  6.  Thesnppres- 
^n  of  all  local  bank  notes  und»  twen^  dol- 
lon.  Having  no  direct  power  OTcr  the  htaka 
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of  the  States,  the  only  mode  of  accomplishing 
this  object  was  by  the  revenue  regulations  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  by  operating  on 

f)nblio  opinion  in  the  different  States.  My  own 
imit  was  one  hundred  dollars,  but  I  did  not 
attempt  to  establish  it,  because  I  knew  that  I 
could  not  succeed.  My  conviction  is  now  clear 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  buik  note  under  one 
hundred  dollars. 

8och  were  our  meamrea  for  restoring  tlie 
currency  of  the  cmutitntion  to  the  eoflbrs  of 
the  Federal  Treasury,  and  supplying  the  coun- 
try with  gold  and  silver  for  all  the  common  and 
ordinary  transactions  and  dealings.  The  suc- 
cess, notwithstanding  a  powerful  combined  po- 
litical and  moneyed  'opposition,  was  astonish- 
ingly great.  The  recharter  of  a  National  Bank 
sunk  under  the  veto,  sustained  by  public  opin- 
ioD.  The  act  for  the  correction  of  the  gold 
standard  hit  the  point  of  correction  with  suoh 
perfect  accuracy,  that  the  two  coins,  gold  and 
silver,  Issuing  from  our  mint,  have  precisely 
the  same  Taloe  in  the  money  market.  Under 
the  anapioious  operation  tiiat  act,  our  gold 
coin  has  risen,  in  little  more  than  three  years, 
from  nothing  to  fifteen  millions,  and  will  prob- 
ably rise  to  twenty-five  millions  before  the  ter- 
mination of  Mr.  Van  Bnren's  present  term. 
The  act  for  repealing  the  act  of  1819,  and  for 
restoring  foreign  coins  to  circulation,  has  sent 
Mexican  dollars  into  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  has  enabled  other  foreign  coins,  both  gold 
and  nlver,  to  make  some  progress  in  penetrat- 
ing our  country.  Silver  has  increased  threo- 
fold  since  1883,  and  silver  and  gold  together, 
four-fold.  Our  ^>ecie  was  twenty  millions 
then ;  it  is  eighty  now,  with  the  project  of 
exoeediojt  a  hmidred  millions  befbre  the  present 
term  of  Sr.  Van  Bnren  ia  out.  Onr  currency 
in  existence  Ii  more  abundant  and  more  solid 
than  it  CTer  was  before ;  but  the  specie  part 
of  it  is  suppressed  by  the  power  and  policy  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  combined  with 
the  politicians  and  that  part  of  the  banks  which 
follow  its  lead.  Acts  of  Congress  had  passed 
to  operate  upon  small  notes,  and  to  exclude 
those  under  twenty  dollors  from  revenue'  pay- 
ments altogether,  and  to  exclude  all  others 
which  were  not  convertible  into  gold  and  diver 
'*  vpon  the  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and 
without  loss  or  delay  to  him.  Public  opinion 
had  been  awakened  on  the  Butgect  of  small 
notes ;  and  the  Bepnblicans  everywhere  were 
moving  towards  the  suppresncm  of  all  mid^ 
twenty  doUan.  Such  was  the  progress,  and 
such  the  sncoess,  of  our  measures  in  May  las^ 
when  eight  hundred  banks  stopped  payment  at 
once,  shut  down  close  upon  aU  the  specie  in 
their  vaults,  denying  a  nmepence,  a  picayune^ 
a  five-cent  piece,  even,  to  the  Government 
whose  thhrty  millions  of  deposits  they  held,  or  to 
the  community  who  held  a  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  their  notes  1  In  the  midst  of  pro- 
found peaoe,  general  prosperity,  under  a  Gov- 
ernment without  taxes  and  without  a  public  • 
debti  wiUi  firar  timei  as  mnch  ^eoie  u  was  bi 
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it  five  jefirs  before,  came  this  crash  of  the 
banlca.  It  came  lilce  a  clap  of  thander  in  a 
cloodless  Bky.  In  one  moment,  as  it  were,  a 
Government,  with  thirty  millions  of  revenne 
on  hand,  was  left  without  a  shilling :  in  one 
moment,  a  nation  of  fifteen  millions  of  sonla 
was  deprived  of  ninepenoes  toe  the  maztet  or 
the  post-office.  As  if  to  proclaim  their  de- 
sign to  banish  all  specie  from  the  land,  a  dmnl- 
taneous  and  universal  delnge  of  small  notes  and 
shin-plasters  was  poured  upon  the  people ;  and 
the  significant  crj  was  set  np,  that  specie  pay- 
ments could  never  be  restored  until  a  National 
Bank  was  established.  This  cry  explained  the 
m^n  cause  of  the  general  stoppage,  and  the 
sole  cause  of  the  shin-plaster  and  small  note  issue. 

All  this  took  place  in  Hay  1887.  It  was  a 
repetition,  without  the  ozouse  of  war,  of  the 
bank  explosions  of  the  war  in  18l4 ;  it  was  the 
second  explosion  of  the  bonks  since  the  war, 
and  in  profound  peace.  It  was  expected  to  as- 
tound, terrify,  subdue,  distress,  ana  coeroe  the 
country  Into  a  sabmisnon  to  the  re-estabjish- 
ment  ot  the  Natinial  Bank  I  a  result  that  would 
have  been  inevitable,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
eighty  millions  of  gold  and  mlver  which  Jack- 
son's administratioQ  brought  into  the  country, 
uid  which  has  so  well  kept  up  the  value  of  bank 
notes  that  those  which  are  in  good  credit  are  now 
no  more  than  one  or  two  per  cent,  below  par. 
This  third  explosion  in  twenty-five  years — ^thia 
second  explosion  in  time  of  peace — ^thia  loss  of 
national  revenues,  as  if  by  enchantment — this 
disappearance  of  specie,  as  if  tonched  by  amagio 
wanid — roused  and  electrified  the  continent 
The  pnhlio  mind  came  at  a  bound  to  the  con- 
viction that  the  Federal  Government  oof^t  to 
be  disconnected  from  the  banks,  and  from  their 
paper  currency.  The  conviction  was  general, 
almost  iinanimoua,  among  the  Sepablicans ;  a 
few  only  omoojg  them  were  for  trying  the  local 
banks  and  their  paper  once  more,  as  if  throe 
failures  in  twenty -five  years  were  not  8u£3ctent ; 
as  if  another  fulure  was  not  inevitable,  and  as 
if  another  failure  must  not  end  in  the  restora- 
tion of  a  National  Bank,  with  the  restoration 
of  the  political  party,  with  all  their  principles 
and  measures,  who  go  with  that  bwk.  The 
Federal  party,  of  course,  with  some  honorable 
exceptions,  oppose  the  disconnection.  They 
(^pose  whatever  the  Bepublicans  propoM,  no 
matter  what  They  were  opposed  to  tne  junc- 
tion of  the  Government  with  the  State  banks 
three  years  ago,  when  those  banks  were  do- 
ing well ;  the^  were  for  compelling  the  Gov- 
ernment to  stick  to  them  now  that  they  have 
done  ill.  This  is  the  state  of  parties :  uie  Be- 
pQblicans  almost  universally  for  the  cUvorce  of 
Bank  and  State;  the  Federalists  almost  uni- 
versally for  the  conjunction  of  Bank  and  State. 
In  this  division  and  subdivision,  I  find  myself 
with  the  mass  of  my  own  party,  and  with  the 
Administration  itself.  I  find  thera  now  where 
I  was  many  years  ago.  I  believe  them  to  be 
right,  and  shall  stand  by  them,  and  abide  Uicir 
fate.  If  they  link  in  this  contest  with  the 


banks  and  the  Federalists,  I  shall  go  down  -witii 
them. 

I  stand  npon  the  two  principles  of  the  Irill — 
1.  The  United  States  to  use  the  m<mey  of  ths 
constitution  in  the  receipts  and  disbursemciiti 
of  the  Federal  Treamry;  S.  The  United  States 
to  receive  their  own  money,  to  keep  their  ova 
moneyf  and  pay  out  their  own  mon«y.  J  Btand 
imon  these  two  principles;  I  cannot  snrrendn 
them ;  though  I  consent  to  take  theni  one  at  a 
time.  Tiie  detuls  of  the  bill  are  open  to  compro- 
mise.  There  I  am  ready  to  give  and  to  take— to 
surrender  and  concede — to  do  every  thing,  coo- 
sistent  with  the  preservation  of  the  principlen,  to 
conciliate  the  support,  or  to  purchase  theforbear- 
ance  of  iViends.  In  some  particulars  I  would 
prefer  a  change  of  details ;  I  would  prefer  addi- 
tional branch  mints  in  place  of  the  Bec%iven 
General — mints  that  would  answer  the  doable 
purpose  of  keeping  the  money  of  the  GiOTera- 
ment,  and  coinmg  money  for  tiie  pe<^le. 

The  principles  of  the  bill  I  hold  to  he  found- 
ed in  the  clearest  reasons  of  propriety,  and  con- 
stitntionality,  and  sustained  by  the  fullest  vows 
of  trial  and  experience.  Every  GovemnKot 
should  be,  at  all  times,  ihb  master  of  its  on 
property, — money  and  every  thing  else.  A 
Government  should  not  be  put  to  the  delsii 
and  contingencies  of  asking  for  its  own,  mncfa 
less  of  sning  for  it,  and  above  all,  of  having  to 
sue  where  State  laws  may  interpose  to  delsr, 
or  to  defeat  the  recovery.   The  rovenne  <A  t 
Government  is  its  daily  support, — it  is  like  tb« 
daily  snpport  of  a  family— it  cannot  be  stopped 
or  witliheld,  without  affecting  the  existence  of 
the  Government  itself.    Every  GoveximMBt 
upon  earth,  our  own  excepted,  pnts  its  money 
where  it  can  go  and  take  it.   All  other  Gov- 
ernments put  their  money  where  they  can  com- 
mand it,  where  they  can  seize  it,  if  necesBOir, 
and  punish  a  delinquent  holder.   "We  do  thi 
same  with  all  our  property,  except  moapr. 
Our  ships  and  forts,  our  military  and  nav^ 
stores,  our  pQblio  lands,  and  public  edifioes,  an 
all  in  our  own  custody.   We  do  not  have  ta 
beg,  or  bring  suits  at  law,  to  recover  their  p(»- 
session.   We  keep  them  subject  to  oar  own 
order,  because  the  existence,  and  the  opera- 
tions, of  Government,  which  holds  civil  societv 
together,  and  prevents  mankind  from  relapdng 
into  anarchy  and  violence,  will  not  admit  of  io- 
termptions  and  delays.   If  this  Is  true  of  pn^ 
erty,  how  much  more  true  is  it  of  money — ^that 
daily  pabulum,  without  which  Govemmmt  can- 
not exist  a  day  ?   This  fundamental  axiom,  true 
ot  every  Government,  is  pre-eminently  so  rf 
onrs.   Our  Government  is  complex — State  and 
Federal — and  each  should  have  its  own  In- 
dependent Treasury.   The  present  constitntioo 
grew  out  of  the  Independent  Treasury  queBtion. 
Other  causes  helped  on  to  the  formation  of  the 
constitution ;  but  a-revenue  of  its  own — a  rev- 
enue independent  of  the  States,  and  of  course 
independent  of  ccHrporatlons — ^was  the  exciting 
and  controlling  caose  which  led  to  its  adoption. 
The  whole  "timmj  of  the  oonfadenrtfam,  from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PBBATBS  07  00NOBB8S. 


661 


gp  Shm.] 

the  cIoM  of  the  Bevdadon  to  the  year  1789, 
proves  this.  Yet  vbere  ia  the  Ind^>eitdent 
Treesoiy,  when  is  the  Federal  Treasury,  if 
corporations  are  to  hold  onr  nuHiey,  may  re- 
fase  to  pay  it  when  they  please,  and  shall  be 
backed  by  their  State  L^datnres  when  they 
refose  to  pay  ?  To  commit  onr  money  to  the 
c^tody  of  SQch  corporations,  is  to  forego  the 
cm  for  which  the  Federal  Government  was 
formed;  to  commit  it  to  such  corporations 
again,  after  the  experience  which  we  have  had, 
and  daring  the  experience  which  we  now  have, 
is  to  repeat  a  folly  for  which  we  have  been 
three  times  pnidshed,  and  to  exhibit  a  &taity 
whieh  annonnces  a  doom  to  destmcUtm,  Up- 
on  the  clearest  prindples  of  reason,  of  oonstita- 
tional  obligation,  and  of  experience,  the  Fede- 
ral Government  ia  boand  to  take  into  its  own 
liands  the  keeping  of  its  own  money.  This  is 
one  principle  of  the  bUl ;  the  other  is  the  ose 
of  herd  money  in  the  receipts  and  dbbnrse- 
ments  of  the  Federal  Government  This  prin- 
ciple is  the  ally  of  the  other.  They  go  ble- 
ther, and  can  hardly  live  sejparately.  To  re- 
ceive the  promissory  notes  of  the  banks,  is  to 
Teceive  nothing  but  their  promises  to  pay  money. 
If  they  break  that  promise,  the  ooly  resource  is 
to  take  what  they  choose  to  give ;  that  is  to 
Bay,  more  broken  promises  to  p^  money,  or 
to  sue  them ;  and,  if  suit  is  brought,  State  laws 
may  interpose  to  protect  the  banV,  and  to  com- 
pel the  Government  to  take  its  pay  la  more 
broken  promises  to  pay.  Far  better  to  take 
the  AromisBory  notes  «f  the  citizens.  They 
woiMd  not  refuse  payment,  as  the  banks  have 
dcNie ;  and  if  they  did,  the  State  Legislatures 
would  not  interpose  to  sliield  them. 

The  Federal  Government  ought  to  use  the 
money  of  the  Federal  Constitution..  Its  duty 
to  the  constitution  requires  it  to  do  so;  its 
duty  to  the  country  eqnally  requires  it.  By 
using  that  money,  two  great  advantages  would 
always  result :  1.  The  Government  would  al- 
ways have  in  its  coffers  real  money ;  2.  The 
country  would  always  possess  an  abandant  sup- 
ply of  the  preoioBS  metsK  Oert^nly  the  Fed- 
eral Government  owes  great  duties  to  itself 
and  to  the  country,  in  reution  to  the  (nurency. 
It  should  not  abdicate  those  duties,  nor  dele- 
gate them.  It  should  not  expel  specie  from 
uie  country  by  abandoning  the  use  of  it.  The 
experience  of  forty  years  snows  that  a  cessation 
of  demand  for  q>eoie,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
Government,  banishes  gold  and  silver  from  the 
country.  This  was  the  result,  botii  under  the 
first  and  second  banks  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  experience  of  five  years 
shows  that  a  demand  for  specie  by  the  Federal 
Government  attracts  it  to  the  country ;  that  we 
have  increased  oar  snpply  from  twenty  to  eigh- 
tj  miUirais  in  five  jven,  under  that  demand : 
and  that  a  oontinnation  of  die  demand  will 
continue  the  increase  nntil  the  country  is  ade- 
.  qnately  and  fully  supplied.  This  is  the  way  to 
regnlate  tiie  onrrent^.  A  hundred  and  twenty 
or  thirty  miQlnu  in  gold  and  silver  will  regu- 
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late  the  banks  and  the  exchanges;  and  that 
amount  can  be  attained,  and  ought  to  be  at- 
tained, in  six  or  seven  years,  by  a  continnation 
of  General  Jackscm's  policy. 

An  adequate  snpply  of  spede  for  the  conn- 
4ry,  is  one  of  the  ni|piest  duties  of  the  Federal 
Government.  By  the  constitution,  it  is  made 
the  conservator  of  ^>ecie ;  by  abdicating  its  du- 
ties, it  had  banished  from  the  land  that  which 
it  was  bound  to  preserve.  The  States  delivered 
to  this  GU}vemment  in  1789,  an  adequate  cnr^ 
rency  of  gold  and  silver.  The  first  revenue  law 
ever  passed  by  Congress,  enacted  that  the  rev* 
enue  should  be  piM  ^  gold  and  HlMr  coin 
ojUyJ"  There  was  then.no  complaint  of  scar- 
fAtf.  General  Hamilton's  order  for  eracUng 
that  law,  did  not  turn  upon  the  ground  of 
scarcity  of  the  precious  metals,  but  on  the  plea 
of  convenience  in  handling  bank  paper,  and 
upon  the  policy  of  increa»ng  the  qnanti^  of 
bank  circulation.  There  was  no  comphunt  of 
the  inadeq^oacy  of  specie  until  the  firet  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  banished  it  from  the 
country,  as  Mr.  Madison  and  others  predicted 
that  it  would  do. 

Lai^  mercantile  payments  always  have  been, 
and  forever  will  be.  made  in  bits  of  paper,  rep- 
resenting masses  of  property.  He  is  a  nin- 
ny, or  believes  others  to  -be  ninnies,  who  talks 
about  merchants  spending  their  time  In  count- 
ing piles  of  dollars,  one  by  one.  If  masses  of 
specie  are  to  be  paid,  it  is  done  in  bulk,  hi  kegs, 
or  bags,  or  by  weighing,  or  by  a  transfer  of 
credit  on  the  bool»  of  a  bank.  KUs  of  ex- 
change, receipts,  or  certificates,  representing 
masses  of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  grain,  flour, 
bee^  pork,  lead,  cattle,  &o.,  make  the  great  pay- 
ments. So  far  as  laige  mercantile  operations 
are  concerned,  specie  is  but  an  inferior  port  of 
the  means  of  payments.  With  the  body  of  the 
,  community,  it  is  different.  Specie  is,  or  should 
be,  the  mwn  part  of  their  payments,  and  with 
every  Goveniment^  it  should  be  the  sole  in- 
strument of  payments.  As  to  banks,  it  is  in 
vain  for  them  to  expect  to  live  upon  confidence. 
Those  that  attempt  it  will  share  the  fate  of  the 
Irishman's  mare,  which  h^  master  nndwtook 
to  make  live  upon  a  straw  a  day.  One-third  in 
specie,  for  alt  its  liabilities  in  circulation  and 
deposits,  is  the  rule  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
With  less  than  that  proportion  the  bank  holds 
herself  to  be  uns^e ;  with  that  proportion  in 
hand,  she  expects  to  make  up  the  other  two- 
thirds,  if  ran  upon,  out  of  the  debts  due  her, 
her  credit  to  borrow,  and  Government  «d  in 
exchequer  bills.  Scarcely  a  bank  in  the  United 
States  nndertakes  to  come  up  to  the  Bank  of 
EDgland  standard  of  safety.  The  Legislature 
of  Louisiana  is  the  only  one  that  I  have  seen 
attempting  to  establidi  that  standard. 

There  is  a  concerted  attempt  at  this  time  in 
the  United  States  to  decry  specie ;  to  ridicule 
it,  to  viliiy  it,  to  suppress  it,  and  to  banish  it 
Gold,  especially,  is  the  object  of  the  vilifica- 
tion  of  this  party— that  gold  whldi  stands  first 
named  In  the  Oonstttotion  of  the  Fnited  States 
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aad  which,  from  the  earliest  reoordi  of  the  La- 
man  race,  has  beeu  the  chosen  tnoaej  of  the 
world.  I  do  cot  envy  that  party  their  aasidaous 
labors  in  the  defamation  of  the  precioos  metals. 
I  do  not  fear  the  success  of  their  exertions.  I 
do  not  fear  even  that  the^  will  ever  sQcceed  ii^ 
making  themselves  tarn  their  backs  apon  the 
smallest  piece  of  gold  or  silver  which  is  offered 
for  their  acceptance.  The  necessitj  of  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  the  preoioas  metus  is  known 
and  felt  by  the  whole  human  race.  It  is  the 
only  money  which  it  ts  safe  for  the  body  of  the 
people  to  han^e.  It  la  the  mun  basis  for  the 
operations  of  a  bank ;  and  it  is  the  only  stand- 
ard or  measnre  of  values.  Oae  of  the  highest 
Auctions  of  money  is  to  measure  values.  That 
is  a  function  which  paper  cannot  perform.  The 
measure  of  values  must  itself  possess  intrinsic 
value,  and  must  itself  be  free  from  sudden  or 
material  variations  of  value.  It  mnst  have  a  uni- 
form and  a  universal  volne.  As  well  might 
yoa  attempt  to  make  a  measnre  of  lengths  out 
of  that  which  has  no  length,  a  measnre  of 
weights  out  of  that  which  has  no  weight,  a 
measure  of  quantities  out  of  that  which  has  no 
.  oapaoit^  to  bold  any  quanti^,  as  to  endeavor 
to  make  a  measnre  of  values  ont  <tf  that  which 
has  no  intrinsio  valne.  The  precious  metals 
idone  oan  constitute  a  measure  of  values ;  pft- 
per  money  can  measure  the  value  of  nothmff, 
not  even  of  itself;  its  own  value  is  eternally 
measured  by  its  relation — by  its  convertibility 
— into  specie.  Its  want  of  intrinsio  value,  its 
liability  to  bo  mode  in  any  quantity,  or  to  be 
diminished  in  any  quantity,  and  its  liability  to 
total  destruction,  entirely  disqualifies  it  for  the 
liii^  function  of  a  measure  of  values. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
vested  Congress  with  authority  to  prescribe  a 
uniform  standard  of  wights  and  measures  for 
the  whole  Union.  Oong^ua  has  not  exercised 
that  power;  but  the  common  feeling  of  the 
people  has  snppUed  the  defect  of  Federal  le^ 
lation.  In  all  parts  of  the  Union,  tiicy  use  the 
same  wei^ts  aud  measures.  A  pound  Is  a 
pound,  a  bnshel  is  a  bndid,  a  yard  is  a  yard, 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
The  constitution  has  also  vested  Congress  with 
authority  to  regulate  the  vdue — not  of  curren- 
cy^ for  there  is  no  such  word  in  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  any  word  which  can  be  made  to  in- 
clude pajxr  currency — but  to  regnlate  the  value 
of  the  com  of  our  own  mint,  and  also  of  foreign 
coin.  This  power  for  forty-five  years,  that  is 
to  say,  from  l76d  to  1884,  was  so  erroneously 
exerased  as  to  undervalue  gold  uid  two- 
tfaircU  per  cent  The  oonsequenoe  was  tiie  to- 
tal exdodon  of  gold  from  our  circulation.  In 
18M  this  error  was  corrected ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  gold  is  in  tlie  fall  process  of 
reBtoration  to  its  oonstitntitmal  place  io  our 
cnrrency.  With  respect  to  foreign  coins,  in- 
stead of  making  them  current  as  the  coostitu- 
tion  intended,  they  were  nearly  all  excluded 
from  circulation  by  the  act  of  1819.  This  false 
le^slotion  was  also  corrected  in  1634;  and  for- 


eign coioB  now  enter  largely  into  onr  circal> 
tion.  The  year  1 884— the  second  year  oi  G«ik 
eral  Jackson's  second  PresidentiaL  terra — wiS. 
be  an  ero,  a  prond  and  glorious  era,  in  the 
history  of  our  constitutionel  corrency.  It  wi3' 
be  the  era  of  the  reformation  oi  the  metfllTi; 
currency.  The  year  1S3S,  the  laat  year  tji 
General  Jackson's  second  term,  will  be  anothfr 
glorious  epodi  in  our  financial  history.  It  ^» 
in  that  year  that  tiie  prcunissory  notee  of  a ; 
coiporauoa  ceased  to  be  a  lawM  tender  to  the 
Umted  States  In  diaoharge  of  all  taxes,  delns, 
and  duties  doe  to  her.  The  year  1886  ia  the 
^K>oh  of  this  deliverance  of  the  Federal  Treas- 
ury from  the  dominion  of  a  corporation ;  but 
the  year  1882  divides  the  honor  with  it ;  ftR"  ia 
that  year  was  the  blow  struck — ^the  heroic  veto 
applied — ^w  hich  effected  the  deliverance.  Threv 
noble  acts  have  beeu  performed ;  bat  a  foorth 
remains  to  be  achieved  to  consummate  the  du- 
ties of  the  Federal  Government  in  relaticm  to 
the  currency.  The  error  of  Mr.  Madison's  od- 
ministration,  at  the  expiration  of  the  existence 
of  the  first  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  most  jua 
be  repeated.  The  notes  the  local  banks 
mnat  not  be  made  a  national  enrroicyt  That 
error  mined  the  oonntry  in  1814  and  in  1811; 
and  tiie  repetition  of  it  ag^  ruined  it  in  1837. 
Three  times,  in  twenty-five  yeua,  has  tiut 
error  deprived  the  Treasury  of  its  revenue?, 
tiie  country  of  a  measure  of  values,  and  rendo-- 
ed  nugatory  the  uniformity  of  wmghts  ani 
measures,  in  whicti  the  whole  Union  bad.  agret^ 
The  effect  npon  the  cocmaunity  has  been  the 
same  as  if  every  seller  had  possessed  the  priv- 
ile^,  and  had  exercised  it,  of  altering  ioi 
weights  and  measures  at  his  pleaMire ;  length- 
ening or  shortening  his  yard-stick ;  enlarging 
or  reducing  his  bushel;  diminishing  or  increaa- 
iog  his  poond-weicht  witii  every  sale,  and  pre- 
cisely OB  it  salted  hia  own  intereeta  in  every 
instance.  This  is  an  enonnona  and  a  crying 
evil,  the  parent  of  unnumbered  impositions  cp- 
on  the  whole  community ;  and  espedaltr  npm 
the  weaker  jattet  In  paying  double  for  the 
ncoesaaries  of  life,  the  effect  bias  been  precisely 
the  same  as  if  the  purchaser  had  reoeived  bat 
half  a  pound,  half  a  yard,  and  half  a  bnsltel, 
wheu  he  paid  for  a  full  pound,  a  full  yard,  and 
a  full  bushel.  But,  sir,  I  drop  this  disquisition. 
The  pursuit  of  it  would  carry  me  too  far,  at  the 
present  moment,  into  the  workings  of  the  par 
per  system.  I  drop  it  with  remarking,  that 
the  arbitrary  debasement  of  the  current  coin, 
formerly  practised  by  some  European  King^ 
and  latterhr  by  some  Turkish  Sultana,  Taaui- 
nooent  and  lumnless,  compared  to  the  misehi^ 
done  in  our  own  country  by  the  loss  of  a  meai^ 
ore  of  values,  and  the  consequent,  or  equivalent, 
destruction  of  all  the  measures  of  quantities. 
The  tboughtlesa  and  inconsiderate  man,  invested 
with  no  legislative  character,  may  say,  that 
paper  money  is  lighter  than  gold  and  silver ; 
that  paper  will  buy  any  thing  that  gold  and 
silver  will  buy ;  that  he  does  not  care  what  hia 
money  is  made  ^  provided  it  will  pay  hia 
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debts.  The  unreflecting  man  maj  talk  in  this 
way  ;  but  the  stateeman  must  look  at  money 
in  its  exalted  character  ctf  a  measure  of  values ; 
and  if  that  measure  is  lost  or  destroyed  by  his 
management,  he  commits  a  great  error,  and  in- 
flicts a  great  injury  upon  the  entire  communi- 
ty. "We  have  lost  that  measure.  The  Federal 
Government  has  occasioned  its  loss.  The  use 
of  paper  at  the  Federal  Treasury  has  banished 
coin — ^haa  set  an  example  which  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  ^  the  States,  and  by  every  indi- 
vidual— nnUl  paper  has  banished  coin,  and  made 
itself  a  forced  tender  in  every  payment.  Paper 
money  is  now  the  actual  currency  of  the  land. 
It  is  uio  medium  of  all  payments ;  and,  being 
Qo  measnre  of  values,  there  is  no  stability  of 
prices.  Every  thins  fluctuates.  Trade  is  sub- 
jected to  the  hazards  of  gambling.  The  rem- 
edy for  this  evil — the  means  for  the  re-estab- 
lisliment  of  the  measure  of  values~-i3  for  the 
Federal  Government  to  use  the  true  measure 
itself.  In  supplying  itself  with  the  tmo  meas- 
ure, it  will  cause  the  whole  country  to  be  sup- 
pUed.  No  nation  can  aaturate  itself  with  gold 
and  silver  more  easily  than  the  United  States. 
The  hundred,  millioas  of  exportable  products, 
annually  sent  abroad — to  say  nothing  of  domes- 
tic mines  and  the  supplies  brought  in  by  emi- 
grants— will  bring  back  an  annual  supply  of  12 
or  16  millions.  We  have  but  to  invite  its 
presence,  by  creating  a  demand  for  it,  and  8  or 
10  millitms  of  this  amount  will  annually  remain 
with  us  until  the  national  supply  is  full  and 
complete. 

H0U8Z  OF  BSPRESBNTATIVZS 

TnuBSDAT,  March  15. 

Death  qf  the  Bon.  Hmoth^  Janit  Garter. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Uaine,  addressed  tiie  Ohair : 
Hr.  SpBAStEB :  These  badges  of  mourning 
which  we  still  wear,  denote  that  Death  has 
lately  been  in  the  midst  of  us.  Again  his  ar- 
row has  flown ;  and  again  has  the  fatal  shaft 
been  sent,  with  unerring  aim,  into  a  small,  and 
already  broken,  rank.  It  is  my  melancholy 
office  to  annoonoe  that,  since  the  last  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  of  EepresentatlTes,  Timothy 
Jabtis  Oabtes,  then  one  of  its  members,  from 
the  State  of  Maine,  has  surrendered  up  to  the 
Being  who  gave  it  a  life  upon  which  many 
anxious  hopes  depended,  and  for  whose  pres- 
ervation many  an  ardent  pn^er  hod  gone  up 
to  the  Father  of  all  spirits.  He  died  hut  even- 
mg,  at  ten  o'clock,  at  his  lodfpngs  in  this  city, 
after  a  sickness  of  not' very  protracted  duration, 
but  of  great  and  exornolatfng  intensity  of  Buf- 
fering and  agony.  The  ways  of  a  righteous 
Frovidenoe  ore  inscrutable,  and  while  we  bow 
In  Bobmission,  we  are  yet  oppressed  with  deep 
and  solemn  awe. 

Oar  deceased  friend  and  colleague  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  State  and  the  district  which,  so  late- 
ly, he  represented  in  this  bnmeh  of  Oongress ; 
aad  he^  therefore,  brought  with  Urn  tte  etmfl- 


dence,  largely  bestowed,  of  those  who  had 
known  him  from  his  earliest  years.  Well  did  he 
deserve  it  Bis  character  for  probity,  integrity, 
uprightness,  morality,  was  free  from  spot  or 
blemisli.  His  principles  were  well  founded.- 
Loving  the  country  of  his  birth,  and  its  insti-' 
tutioDS,  with  all  hie  heart,  bo  pnrsned  with 
fidelity  snch  measures  as  his  jadgmeot  deemed 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
one  and  the  dnramlity  of  the  other.  He  was 
a  lawyer  by  profbasion— fUUifiil,  Just,  distalmi- 
nating,  attentive,  humane,  in  its  practice. 

Of  manners  mild,  ooniteons,  affable ;  and  a 
temper  kind,  conciliating,  patient,  he  won  re- 
Epect  and  attachment,  even  from  those  who 
differed  with  him  in  matters  of  opinion ;  and 

Erobably  there  lives  not  a  human  being  who 
as  a  single  resentment,  or  one  unkind  recollec- 
tion, to  bury  in  his  grave.   He  has  gone,  In  the 
strength  of  his  manhood,  and  the  maturity  of 
his  intellect,  the  rood  that  all  must  once  pass : 
olouda,  aemol,  tU  lethL" 

The  ties  that  bound  him  to  life  are  severed 
forever,  as  all  human  ties  must  be  severed. 

"  LlDqnendft  tellna,  et  domiu,  et  Ainans 
Uxor:  neqii«  harnm,  qnas  colls,  uborum 
T*,  pnitoT  fBvUaa  eupreMoa 
UUi,  brevem  domloiua  HqiMtor." 

Althon^  when  his  eyes  opened  for  the  last 
Ume  upon  the  earth  and  the  sky,  they  fell  not 
upon  his  own  native  hills ;  thongh  the  sod 
which  shall  cover  bim  will  not  freshen  in  the 
same  influences  which  clothe  them  in  verdore 
and  beauty  |  though  he  died  £ar  from  his  home, 
the  compamona  and  the  brothers  of  his  child- 
hood were  with  him — the  sharer  of  his  joys, 
the  solace  of  his  grieft^  stood  by  him ;  and  tiie 
hand  which  oould  best  do  it  aasnaged  the  Utter 
pains  of  parting  lift.  The  last  earthly  sounds 
which  fell  upon  his  ear  were  tones  of  sympathy, 
and  kindness,  and  affection,  and  snpport^tones 
which  ceased  not,  even  when  they  vainly  strove 
to  pierce  the  cold  and  leaden  ear  of  deatji. 
Tears  shall  flow  copiously,  and  deep  sighs  be 
heaved  over  his  lifeless  form ;  tears  not  more 
scalding,  sighs  not  deeper  drawn,  because  not 
mingled  with  any  bitter  recollections — any 
unavailing  regrets. 

If  hnman  means  conld  have  availed — if 
devoted  fraternal  sympathy  and  care — if 
constant,  abiding,  self-sacrificing  affection, 
triumphing  over  exfaanated  notnre,  and  bear^ 
ing  up  a  feeble  frame,  unconscious  of  weari- 
ness, tiirou^  long  and  painful  vigils,  could  have 
saved  his  life,  be  would  long  have  been  spared 
to  the  friends  who  now  deplore  his  death,  and 
to  the  State  and  to  the  country  which  he  served. 
To  that  stricken  bosom  we  proffer — alas  1  how 
Uttie  will  it  avail! — our  sincere  sympathy  and 
condolence.  He  has  gone  from  this  place  of 
earthly  honors  and  human  di8tincti<ms,  to  a 
seat  in  that  "house  which  is  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens." 

As  a  token  of  our  respect  for  his  many  vir- 
toe^  indof  oiirz«q;>eotfivfaisiDenu»y,Imove 
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ib»  adoption  of  the  rewhitioiiB  wUoh  I  now 
■abmit: 

Reaolved,  T!b»t  the  membets  of  tUa  Honse  irill 
attend  the  ftmenl  of  Tm  omr  J.  Outeb,  deeeiaed, 
hrte  a  member  of  this  Howe  fron  the  Btite  of  Halne, 
at  12  o'clodE  on  SatunUj. 

Ketoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  sitperinteadbs  the  Ameral  of  Timotht  J. 
Caster,  deceased. 

Buolvedt  That  the  tnembera  and  oSeen  <^  this 
Hooae  will  testif;  tlirir  respect  for  the  BMmoi7  of 
Timotht  J.  CiSTxa,  hj  wearing  crape  on  the  Mt 
ana  for  thirty  days.- 

The  resolutions  were  nnanimoD^y  agreed  to ; 
and  then  the  Hoiue  a^Joii™^  till  Satardi^. 


zerBsirATS. 
TniTBSDAT,  March  15, 
Death  of  the  Son.  T.  J.  Carter. 
Mr.  Rroaixa  addressed  the  Senate  u  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Fbbbidbnt:  The  message  from  the 
Honse  of  Representatives,  Jost  read,  commnni- 
oatiag  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Timotht  J.  Oaxxmb,  a  Bepresenta- 
tire  from  the  State  of  M^e,  imposes  on  me 
the  dnty,  which  I  cannot  perfbnn  withoat  tiie 
deepest  emotion,  of  moving  the  cQstonisry  res- 
olutions of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. He  died  last  evening  at  the  honr  of 
ten,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city,  after  mnch 
severe  bnt  patient  anffering — at  peace  with  all, 
at  variance  with  none. 

I  know  that  occasions  of  this  kind  have  nsa- 
ally  been  improved  to  pronounce  eulogies  on 
^e  characters  of  deceased  members ;  but  the 
painfhl  emotions  which  have  been  awakened 
by  the  lost  sad  adien  of  an  esteemed  friend  and 
ooUeaffoe,  bnt  powly  qnalifiea  me  to  apeak  at 
tUa  time,  and  In  this  place,  of  his  manly  Tir- 
tnea,  his  pnrity  of  heart,  the  engaging  mildness 
ot  his  disposition,  the  onusual  excellenoe  of  the 
character  he  maintained  in  all  his  domestic  and 
social  relations.  It  is  bnt  to  say,  what  all  who 
knew  him  as  I  have  known  him  would  say, 
that  his  whole  life  afforded  constant  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  strictest  moral  rectitude,  in  the 
upright,  faithful,  conscientious  performance  of 
every  doty  connected  with  his  station  in  soci- 
ety. 

Though  yet  scarcely  past  the  mominff  of  life, 
he  had  received  many  gratifying  proora  of  the 
estimation  in  which  his  talents  and  probity 
wero  hddby  the  people  and  theooondk  of  hu 
State. 

As  a  reproeentative,  he  has  been  devotedly 
fhlthfol  to  nis  trust,  and  folly  justified  the  con- 
fldmoe  reposed  in  his  virtue  and  patriotism. 
He  sought  not  high  pcditioal  distinction.  He 
was  nnambitioaa  of  renown,  but  ^ided  his 
footsteps  by  that  calm  and  steady  light  which 
shines  all  ^ong  the  pathway  of  duty  and  nse- 
ftilnesB. 

He  inherited  his  viitne  from  a  fai^y  req>eci- 
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able  parentage,  and  has  left  a  wide  drde  cf 
attached  relatives  and  fHends  to  moum  hia 
exit ;  three  of  whom,  under  the  ready  impnlses 
of  fraternal  affection,  obeyed  the  earliest  snni- 
mons  to  his  sick  bed.  Alas  I  it  was  but  to  wit- 
ness, with  poignant  grief,  the  cloE^g  scene  !d 
the  brief  drama  of  haman  existence. 

He  was  a  husband  and  a  father;  but  how 
can  I  presume  here  to  epeak  of  the  agotujsed 
feelings  of  her,  who,  whilst  she' caught  bis 
latest  si^h.  felt  that,  as  in  life,  so  almost  in 
death,  hi8  aoatinies  were  her  own  I 

With  the  deceased,  Ufe's  fleeting  shadow  bas 
passed  by,  and  etemi^  has  <^ned  its  Iwottd 
portal*.  Nothing  now  rem^na  but  the  t«ara 
of  relatives,  the  regrets  and  sympathies  of 
friends,  and  the  moral  influence  of  his  example 
for  all. 

The  usual  resolutions  wen  then  adopted,  that 
the  Senate  would  attend  the  ftinenil  of  the  late 
Mr.  Cabtbb,  and  go  into  mourning,  by  wearing 
crf^e  on  tbe  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  a^oumed  over  to  B^rday  next. 


nOUBE  OF  REFEEBENTATIVEa 

Satubdat,  March  17. 

General  Oeobqe  M.  'Ksm,  a  member  elected 
from  the  State  of  PeDnsylvania,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  redgnatiim  of  Mr. 
MuQLBNBEBO,  took  his  seat. 


IN  SENATE. 

WsDSKSDAT,  March  21. 

Ind^l>endentTreatury. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 
Independent  Treasury  bill,  when  !Ur.  Sorrn- 
AHD  resumed  his  argument,  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  RivEa'a 
amendment : 

Teas.— Uessrs.  Cb'y  6f  Kentudcy,  CIsTton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knight,  HcEcan,  Ucrrick,  Kidurias, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  ladlana, 
Southard,  Spencc,  Swift,  TVImadge,  Upton, 
Bter,  nnd  White— 20. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  BudiaBm, 
CaUioun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cutbb<»t,  Fulton,  Gran* 
dy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyoo,  Mortil^ 
Mouton,  Miles,  Korvell,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Walker, 
Wall,  WnUams,  Wright,  and  Voui^SS. 

Ur.  Tamcas,  after  tho  result  of  the  vote  vaa 
announced,  came  into  tho  Senate  Cham1>er,  and 
asked  permission  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  d 
the  substitute. 

The  Vice  Pkksidsxt  sdd,  if  there  was  no 
objection  made,  ho  would  direct  the  Secretary 
to  record  the  name. 

Mr.  Benton  ol:^ect«d.  He  had  been  there 
eighteen  years,  and  bad  uniformly  opposed 
every  motion  of  that  kind.  He  thought  it  e«- 
tabUshed  a  bad  precedent  to  permit  Soiators 
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to  record  their  names  after  the  rote  had  beeo 
taken,  and  the  resalt  made  known. 

Mr.  Obdndt  wished  the  Senator  wonld  forego 
his  ot^eotiona,  and  instanced  a  ease  daring  t£e 
present  seesloD,  where  he  had  his  name  recorded 
by  one  of  the  reporters  as  voting  agunst  a 
measure,  when,  in  fact,  he  bad  not  TotM  at  all. 
On  the  next  morning  he  stated  the  matter  to 
Uie  Senate,  and  asked  permission  to  have  his 
name  recorded  in  the  aiBmutive^  which  vas 
granted. 

Mr.  Kara  was  dedrons  that  oonrtesy  shonld 
be  extended  to  the  Senator,  and  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  record  his  vote ;  and  the  course  waa 
the  less  objectionable,  as  tiieeresolt  ooold  not 
be  varied  by,granttn(^  the  permission. 

Mr.  Bbston  was  mflezible;  he  had  (as  he 
before  observed)  for  the  last  eighteen  years, 
pursned  the  same  policy,  and  could  not  consent 
to  yield  the  point  now.  He  wonld  so  far  yield, 
however,  as  to  move  to  recocsider  the  vote,  by 
which  means  the  same  object  could  be  more 
safely  attained. 

On  Hr.  Bbhton's  motion,  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  oa  Mr.  Rivxa's  amendment  was 
ordered ;  and  the  question  was  again  taken  on 
Mr.  BiTis^B  sabstitute,  and  it  was  r^ected — 

Teas.— Kflssn.  Baytud,  Cl&y  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
CrittendcD,  Davia,  Knight,.  UcKean,  Herrick,  Xii^- 
oUs,  Prentias,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Rubles,  Smith  of 
IndiBiiB,  SoutWd,  Speoce,  Swift,  TalltQa<%e,  Tipton, 
Webster,  md  White— 22. 

Xats. — Ueasre.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucbanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbeit,  Fulton,  Onin- 
dy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Uorris, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Nnvell,  Pteice,  Boane,  Bobinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Oonnecticnt,  Strange,  hotter. 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Tonng^O. 


HOUen  or  BEPRBSBNTATIYEa. 

TcBSDAT,  March  27. 
7%e  Independent  TVeatury, 

Tbel^ftfMnthe  Seii^  entitled  "  An  act  to 
impose  additional  duties  as  depodtaries  upon 
oertaia  public  officers,  to  wpoint  receivers 
general  of  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  ana  diabnrseinent  of  .the 
pnblio  moneys  of  the  United  States,"  having 
been  read  twice  by  its  title — 

Mr,  CuntBELBHo  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Gonunittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  debate  took  place  on  this  motion,  in  the 
course  of  which  Mr.  Fxtton  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

The  vote  resulted  in— yeas  106,  nays  98,  (38 
members  being  absent,  tlie  House,  with  the 
Speaker,  consisting  of  242,)  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Hesns.  -Adams,  Alexander,  Eeman  Al- 
len, S(Am  W.  Allen,  Aycri^,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond. 
William  B.  ColhouQ,  John  Calhoan,  William  B. 
Campbell,-  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cro^ett,  Curtis,  Gushing, 
Darlii^^n,  I)eberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewins,  Sicbord  Fletcher,  minum,  James  Qariond, 
Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Qtabom,  WiUian  Ora- 


hatu,  Onves,  Gray,  Grennell,  HoU,  Halstead,  Horion, 
Harper,  Haatings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hofihian, 
Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  Co«t  Johnson,  Kilgore, 
Lawler,  Loncoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Sl  Mason, 
Mwiry,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Moaefee,  Hercer, 
MiUigon,  Mitchell,  Matthias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  <^le,  Pattetson,  I^ttoo,  Peek,  Ptullips, 
Pope,  Bariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russdl, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  AugusUne  H.  Sheppenl,  Cfaoiles 
Shepord,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  &uith,  SouUigate, 
Stanly,  Steuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  TaltaPerro,  Thomp- 
son, Tillmghast,  Tolood,  Underwood,  Albwt  B. 
White,  John  WUte^  EUsha  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Shenod  WilUams,  Christopher  a  WilUsnN, 
Wise,  and  Torice— 106. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Anderaon,  Andrews,  Athertcm, 
BeaUy,  Belme,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodheod, 
Bronson,  Broyn,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Crs^  Croiy,  Cuahman,  Dawson,  DeOralT,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Fairington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Gallup,  Glascock,  Gnntland,  Grant,  Griffin,  Holey, 
Hammond,  Earner,  Harrison,  Hawkins, '  HsyuM, 
Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  Robert  H.  T.  Hunter, 
Ingbain,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Jc^mson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  Geo.  N.  Keim,  Kemble,  Legwe, 
Leadbetter,  Lewto,  Logan,  James  H.  Mason,  Morthi, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abnhom  McCleUan,  Mo- 
Clitr&  MlUer,  Hoatgomefy,  UoMe,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Palmer,  Poriter,  Faynter,  Penny- 
backer,  Pbelpa,  Rckena,  Plumw,  Potter,  Pratt,  Pren- 
tiss, Bfaett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Robertson,  SheSer, 
Touoey,  Tumey,  Vail,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Yanderveer,  W  ogener,  Webster, 
Thomas  T.  Whlttleaey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
tbington,  and  Yell— 98. 

So  the  Senate  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Monday,  April  3. 

DeeecM  of  the  Eon.  Itaac  MeStm. 

Hr.  Howard  addressed  the  Honse  as  follows : 
Mr.  Spsakbb  :  I  rise  to  peifbnn  a  duty,  the 
pidnftil  extent  of  which  I  aid  not  ftilly  apt»«- 
ciate  until  the  present  moment.  It  is  from  the 
effort  required  to  control  the  feelings  which  are 
struggling  for  the  masteir,  tliat  I  am  made 
senrible  of  the  difficulty  of  the  task.  Sir,  my 
friend  and  coUeagne,  who  lightened  the  toils 
and  shared  the  responsibilities  of  onr  joint  repre- 
sentation, is  no  more.  After  a  brief  but  severe 
illness,  Isaac  MoKiu  expired  yesterday  morn- 
ing, meeting  his  fate  with  exemplary  resigna- 
tion and  composure.  Conscious  of  his  ap- 
proaching end  for  many  da^s  previons  to  its 
occurrence,  he  looked  steadily  at  death  as  he 
drew  near,  step  by  step,  with  that  nnfltoohing 
courage  which  a  quiet  conscience  only  can  (pre. 
Feeling  and  knowing,  as  I  now  feci  and  know, 
that  he  had  tried  to  do  his  duty,  he  looked 
forward  without  alann,  because  he  looked 
backward  without  self-reproach.  His  course 
through  life  had  lieen  the  same  as  his  conduct 
in  this  House,  where,  I  am  sure,  he  has  not  left 
an  uokind  feeling  in  the  bresst  of  a  single 
member.  Engaged  in  the  active  parsoita  of 
MHnmeroe  from  an  laxumOif  early  period  of 
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life,  he  was  one,  and  perhaps  the  last,  of  that 
«nten)r*uiiig  claw  of  merchuits,  whose  bazard- 
ouB,  bat  sueoewfal  industry,  some  thirty  jears 
ago,  built  np,  at  the  same  tiine,  their  own  for- 
tunes and  the  prosperity  of  the  city  which  we 
partly  represented  upon  thb  floor;  but  the 
Uherolity  with  which  he  dispensed  Us  guns 
around  him,  was  et^ual  to  the  sagacity  which 
he  muiifested  in  their  acc^uisition.  Two  public 
>chools,  one  founded  by  hu  father  and  the  other 
by  himself,  have  long  made  his  name  blessed 
by  the  destitute  widow,  to  whose  children  the 
rich  gift  of  education  was  thus  benevolently 
and  wisely  imparted.  The  two  hundred  orphan 
boys  who  have  habitually  attended  the  school 
of  IsAAo  McKiM,  may  perhaps  be  nnoonsdons 
of  the  loss  which  they  nave  sustained,  but  the 
tears  of  their  widowM  mothm,  shed  in  aea«t 
sorrow,  will  attest  flieir  min{^  gratitude  and 
regret.  Sir,  to  reecue  from  tlte  temptations  and 
dangers  of  idleness  and  ignorance,  any  portion 
of  me  yoath  of  our  countiy,  to  effect  a  work 
in  which  patriotism  and  philanthropy  eminently 
unite.  But  it  was  not  in  this  instance  alone 
that  the  kindheartedness  of  my  deceased  friend 
was  manifested.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  ringle 
individual  in  our  extensive  population  whoM 
loss  will  be  more  felt  or  deplored.  He  has 
passed  through  life  with  snch  an  unstuned 
character,  that  all  men  of  integrity  knew  him 
to  be  their  proper  associate.  Jiild  and  cour- 
teous in  his  deportment  towards  others,  he  fid- 
lowed,  as  a  guide  in  his  own  conduct,  that  sin- 
cerity and  honesty  of  purpose,  npon  whidi  bis 
Mends  never  counted  m  vain. 

Next  to  his  &niily,  Mr.  Speaker,  hia  loss  foils 
most  heavily  upon  myself.  Elected  by  the  same 
constituency,  we  have  been,  for  sonte  years,  in 
the  habit  of  the  most  unreserved  communica- 
tion with  each  other  upon  every  topic  relating 
to  our  public  duties,  and  npon  his  strong  saga- 
city I  have  been  aocnstomed  greatly  to  rely. 
His  untiriug  attention  to  business  has  long  been 
conspicuous  in  this  House.  No  care,  no  time, 
no  labor  seemed  to  him  too  great  to  be  devoted 
to  the  public  service.  In  this  House,  amongst 
his  constituents,  in  his  State,  and  by  nil  coun- 
try, his  absence  will  be  ftlt.  It  only  remains 
for  us  to  p^  snch  respect  to  Ms  memny  aa  is 
duo  to  it,  and,  for  that  purpose,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing pesolntions : 

JieBolvtd  unanimoutly,  That  the  members  and 
officers  of  thU  House  will  attend  the  ftmml  of 
Isaac  UcKiu,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House,  from  the  State  of  Haryland,  at  11  o'dodi  to- 
morrow. 

Retolved  unsntmout/y,  That  a  oommlttee  be  ap* 
pointed  to  take  order  for  saperintendiag  the  funeral 
of  Isaac  UcKiu,  deceased. 

R—oieed  vnanimmuly,  Tliat  the  memben  and  offl- 
cera  of  Ibis  House  will  testify  th^  respect  for  the 
.nmoory  of  Isaac  HcKm,  by  wearing  crqie  on  the  left 
aim  for  tlurty  days. 

Betolved  «nan«iun«Iy,  That  when  die  House  ad- 
journ to-dB7,  It  vSl  adllaam  to  meet  again  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 


[25th  Co* 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adoptei 
The  House  then  a^oonied. 


ISr  BEZTATE. 
UoNDAT,  April  2. 
Death  of  the  Bern.  Isaac  MeKim. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Hooseo! 
Bepresentatives,  announcing  the  desth  ot  tb; 
Hon.  Isaac  MoEiu,  a  member  of  that  Um 
from  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  Iiii  k- 
neral  would  take  place  from  thor  haU  at  l 
o'clock  to-morrow. 
Mr.  GsrsDT  pressed  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Pbuidbkt  :  In  the  absence  of  both  fti 
Seniors  fhnn  Maryland,  I  have  been  mptsi 
by  the  del^ation  in  the  other  House  from  tki 
State  to  move  a  concurrence  with  the  nstt- 
tions  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatires,  iBbecc 
of  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

A  few  days  sinco  he  was  amongst  ns,  in  l 
the  vigor  of  health.  "Within  a  few  honrs  mI; 
before  his  death,  he  was  actually  engi^ 
the  futhful  discharge  of  the  arduous  dntiet- 
signed  him  by  his  country.  He  is  noffgoiie; 
and  those  who  esteemed  him  and  loved  lii:^ 
will  see  him  no  more. 

Mr.  McKiH  was  emphatically  the  antixiri' 
his  own  fortunes.  He  commenced  life  inTg 
moderate  circumstances,  without  the  patnaift 
of  influential  fHends.  His  industrr  and  tati;;. 
under  the  guidance  of  a  clear  and  discrinnii: 
ing  intellect,  enabled  him  to  amass  a  fortiiK 
not  only  ample,  but  magnificent. 

He  not  oiJy  knew  how  to  acquire  props? 
but  he  knew  how  to  use  it  The  accobn^ 
tion  of  wealth  in  him  did  not  beget  theptsH 
of  avarice.  Go  to  the  city  of  hia  rwds* 
and  the  inhabitants  can  point  oat  innninenM 
instances  of  his  noble  charities,  and  monnnafi 
of  his  munificence  and  liberality. 

He  had  reached  a  good  old  nge.  Hehsdbs 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  tuAt 
the  Senate  of  fais  State,  and  he  had  i^  ■>« 
elected  to  fill  the  station  be  lately  o(M|M 
We,  his  associates,  knew  that,  althongli 
unassuming  and  unpretendiug^  he  brought  ipt^ 
our  connous  a  stock  of  uscfnl  and  prasa 
knowledge  possessed  by  few  men. 

The  reflection  thot  he  lived  worthil.T.w 
died  probably  withont  a  single  enemy,  «• 
comfort,  and  in  some  degree  rflcviate^B^ 
rows,  of  her  who  was  the  partner  of  his  wsm 
and  stutrer  of  his  joys  and  griefs,  and  those  m- 
atives  and  friends  who  now  deplore  bis  )06». 

Mr.  GnuHDT  then  submitted  the  followB* 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  unanimonsly: 

Renlvtd  vnanimatuiy^  That  the  Senate  * 
tend  the  fUueral  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  McKn^ 
member  of  the  House  of  BcpresentatiTes  fw",*^ 
Und,  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow,  and,  as  «  tesuw^ 
of  respect  tot  the  deceased,  they  wiU  go  iWo 
lag,  by  wearh^  crapeon  the  kll  ana  for  thiitjdiii 


Dacmt  of  At  Horn,  haac  i^im. 
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Thdbsdat,  April  5. 

AnU-JhuOiiv  mk 
The  Senate  reaamed  (be  wiaadBnl&oa  of  the 
bin  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  acoepting  a  ohal- 
l«ig8,  sc. 


Fbidat,  April  A. 
Dwtting  in  lA*  J)l»tHei  qf  OohnmHa. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  aooeptlnff  a  ohal- 
lengo  to  fight  a  dnel  in  the  District  of  Oolnm- 
bia,  and  for  the  punishment  thereot  The 
qnestion  being  on  the  ammdment  of  Mr.  Out- 
Toir  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  <m 
the  Jadidary,  punishing  theoflfenee  hj  fine  not 
exceeding  $2,000,  and  bj  imprisonment  in  the 
oonmum  jail  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  Tears. 

Mr.  LiNH  observed,  that  when  he  jesterdaj 
proposed  passing  the  bill  over,  it  was  that  he 
might  have  an  opporttmity  of  consulting  with 
the  gentleman  who  iDtrodnced  the  bill,  and  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  who  offered  the  amend- 
ment, as  to  the  propriety  of  introducing  some 
provisions  which  would  enable  the  prosecutor 
nnder  this  act  to  obtiun  witnesses.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  no  punishment  sbonid  be  inflicted 
on  the  seconds  and  surgeons,  and  by  this  means 
witnesses  might  be  procured.  That  wonld  be 
considered  as  a  diailenge  would  be  a  questim 
for  the  Jury  to  settle,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  define  it  in  the  act.  Qentlemen  who  intend- 
ed to  fight  might  evade  the  law  in  the  eariest 
way  in  the  world.  They  might  send  an  invita- 
tion to  take  tea  at  some  riven  spot,  or  make  an 
appointment  for  any  trivial  and  flctitions  pur- 
pose, taking  care  Uiat  the  true  one  should  be 
understood.  He  thought  it  would  be  the  most 
difficult  Uiing  in  the  world  to  Mt  testimony. 

JSt.  Clayton  said  they  could  get  rid  of  the 
difficulty  by  providing  that  the  seconds,  or  any 
other  persons  aiding  or  assisting  in  the  chal- 
lenge, shall  be  competent  witnesses,  exempting 
thcmi  in  sucb  ease  ftma  pimldminat. 

Mr.  HuBBAKD  expressed  the  hope  that  ihsj 
would  at  once  proceed  to  take  the  qnestaon  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  fh>m  Delaware. 
If  he  understood  the  amendment  it  was  to 
make  the  offence  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment in  the  common  jail,  which  he  op- 
posed at  some  length,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
too  lenient,  and  behind  the  legislation  of  all  the 
States  who  had  noticed  the  subject  at  all.  The 
State  of  Delaware,  he  said,  irom  which  the 
gentleman  who  proposed  this  amendment  came, 
and  all  the  New  England  States,  together  with 
several  others,  had  made  this  ofibnoe  fdony, 
and  punished  it  by  impriaonroent  in  the  penl- 
tentiarr. 

Hr.  Lnnr  drew  his  cwolnsitmi  direeUy  dUbr- 
entfhnn  the  Senator  AromKew&umpalure.  If 
the  gentleman  wonld  show  Um  a  case  in  any 
of  we  States  where  a  man  ooacamed  in  a  dod 
bad  been  pr<»ionnoed  a  mnrdmr,  or  MOfc  to  the 
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penitfflitiary,  then  his  remarks  wonld  mly. 
Aa  he  remained  iSa  other  day,  h»  murted  to 
see  alaw  passed  that  wonld  prodooe  snne  prao- . 
tieal  eAote,  not  such  a  law  that  a  Jnrf  oonld 

not  be  fonna  to  carry  into  execntion.  He  had 
seen  the  efifbets  of  such  laws  in  his  own  Statei. 
Iliere  the  puniahment  for  fighting  a  dn^  where 
death  ensued,  was  death,  and  yet  men  fought 
duels  as  if  no  law  existed  at  all.  But  they  bad 
now  a  law  in  bis  State  which  was  more  effeotnal 
for  the  prevention  of  duelling  than  any  law 
that  had  ever  been  passed.  In  cases  as  aasanit, 
aD  abusive  words  and  defamatory  langnoge 
went  to  the  jury  in  mitigation  of  the  oflhnoe— 

Mr.  Bbntoh.-  As  a  jostification. 

Mr.  Lnnr.  Tea,  lAr,  aa  a  jnstafioatiGn ;  and  if 
that  abuslTe  member,  the  tongue,  was  permit 
ted  to  have  too  free  a  lioen8&  the  same  Uoense 
was  permitted  to  the  injured  indindnal  to  re- 
dress his  grievance.  He  thought  if  Oie  same 
law  was  applied  to  tiie  Senate  of  the  Uid^ed 
States,  there  wonld  he  a  little  more  decoram 
than  he  had  sometimes  witnessed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  thought  their  legislation  should 
be  governed  by  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of 
the  measure,  leaving  the  execution  of  the  laws 
to  those  who  had  them  in  chaige. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  concurred  entirely 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  tiie 
Judiciary  (Mr.  GBmroT)  in  the  impnmriefy 
dra«^ng  into  the  debate  the  reoent  nnfortimate 
affior  between  membera  of  the  other  branch  of 
CkmgresH ;  and  he  regretted  that  a  dngle  Benar 
tor  had  thoaglit  proper  to  recnr  in  debate  to 
that  lamentable  conflict.  If  you  examine  par- 
tiealu  oases,  this  debate  cannot  be  confined  to 
the  recent  one :  it  will  extend  to  many  other 
similar  ones  that  have  occurred  at  differoot 
periods  of  our  national  existmioe.  Hie  time  <^ 
the  Senate  will  be  occupied  in  wone  than  a 
mere  unprofitable  debate. 

The  recent  unfortunate  afffdr,  he  regretted  to 
see,  had  been  seized  upon  to  feed  the  flames  of 
party.  It  bad  been  placed  on  party  grounds,, 
as  if  one  party  were  duellists,  and  the  other 
not.  This  was  an  m^nat  and  unwise  gnnmd 
cm  which  to  plaoe  that  or  any  other  raaOar  oo- 
onrrence.  On  thia  snl^eot  there  were  two  par^ 
ties,  bst  they  were  not  the  political  parliea 
that  divide  the  people  of  this  nation.  He  was 
bound,  in  truth,  to  admit  the  ft«t,  howevw 
much  he  might  feel  disposed  to  throw  the 
mantle  of  oblivion  over  tJiat  part  of  the  past 
history  of  the  country,  that  neither  of  the 
great  political  parties  can  say,  we  are  all  ex- 
empt from  all  pulicipation  in  that  mode  of  dfr> 
cidmg  personal  diffioolties,  and  yet  all  parties 
speaking  were  opposed  to  this  barbarous  on»- 
tom. 

The  Senate  had  been  told  that  it  was  useless 
to  legislate;  that  pnUio  o^ion  wonld  not 
oarry  out  their  enaotmenta ;  that  the  law  wonld 
remain  a  dead  letter  on  the  sfotnte  bodn ;  that 
the  freedmn  of  debate  wonld  degttierate  into 
Iloentioas  personal  ihnse ;  that  it  was  neoeaaary 
to  bold  in  (fiTorm  over  membera  of  Oongreaa 
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UiiB  code  of  honor,  as  it  was  tenned,  to  restrain 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties  here ;  that 
.Ua»  oommoQ  lav,  that  punishes  the  homicide 
with  death,  is  eaiBScient  for.  the  protection  of 
soinety ;  these,  so  far  as  he  had  beard,  were  the 
principal  oldections  to  the  proposed  measore ; 
and,  whU%  lie  admittecl  tnat  tiiey  had  been 
urged  widi  much  seal,  he  oonld  not  yield  to  the 
MNcreetaeBS  of  the  pruioiplfis  nor  to  the  reasons 
br  wbiob  they  had  been  nutained.  The  posi- 
tum  had  been  assamed,  and  maintained  with 
nmeli  force,  that  pablio  opinion  would  not  bear 
Ooogren  ont  in  this  measure.  He  believed 
that  the  troth  was  directly  the  reverse.  Pub- 
lio  opinion  was,  at  that  moment,  at  the  doors 
of  the  Oapitol,  in  a  voice  of  thunder  request- 
ing, nay,  more,  demanding  of  Congress  to  ar- 
rest this  bloody  code,  to  sbiy  this  deaolating  and 
inhoman  onstom. 

The  bill  does  not  contemplate  interfering 
with  the  common  law  offence,  or  the  common 
-  law  nonishment  It  meets  the  offender  at  the 
tlireuidd,  and  saya  to  him,  stop  in  yonr  mad, 
in  yonr  nnlawAilf  your  nahi^  career.  You  are 
treading  on  gronna  eorcred  with  ignominy  and 

C titles.  Yon  must  snireoder  your  code  of 
or,  and  submit  to  the  laws  of  that  sodety 
under  which  yon  enjoy  all  the  blesdngs  that 
iommnd  you.  Take  not  vengeance  into  yonr 
own  hands.  Yon  shall  not  assail  the  life  of  a 
SoUow-bfflng.  Nor  shall  yon  wantonly  put  your 
own  life  at  hazard.  All  the  States  had  laws 
rimilar  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  The  peo- 
^  had  demanded  these  laws.  The  IHatrict  of 
CMambia  alone  remained  nnprotected.  And 
diall  thia  District  be  left  the  only  spot  iu  the 
nation  in  which  thte  work  of  destruction,  this 
Waste  of  hnman  Ufa,  this  violation  of  the  laws 
tt  God  and  man,  ahdl  be  tolerated,  and  snffered 
to  be  oairied  <fa  with  impunity  ?  It  was  al- 
ready B^d  that  this  was  an  asylum  for  all  man- 
ser  w  wickedness  and  crime ;  that  monbera  of 
Oonaresi^  when  here,  w«re  removed  from  those 
Iflgaf  reatnunts  nndw  which  th^  act  in  the 
States  from  whi<di  they  came. 

It  has  been  contended  that  if  we  ^ ass  this 
law,  the  freedom  of  debate  will  degenerate  into 
lioentiousnesB  and  personal  abuse ;  that  if  Sen- 
ators and  Bepreeentatives  in  Oongress  are  not 
to  be  held  personally  re^nnble  to  the  injur- 
ed party  for  words  spoken  here  of  a  personal 
ehwactor,  the  debates  will  become  personal, 
▼indictive,  and  insofferalde.  ICr.  S.  oonld  not 
■«nne  to  that  ctmclodon.  He  lihoogbt  the  paa- 
:flagB  of  the  Ull  would  IiavB  a  aalntuy  effect  on 
'.the  debates. 

Ut.  Sktibb  sidd,  that  although  he  was  no 
friend  to  duelling,  yet  he  disliked  this  bill  from 
-one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  He  believed  it  was 
^a  Ull  wh<dly  for  the  protection  of  members 
■of  Clouress,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the  protec- 
tion sffordM  them  by  the  oonstitntion,  of  ex- 
•emptioa  frwn  arrest  and  from  b^ng  sued  for 
wcn^  used  in  debate,  wanted  the  additional 
protectiom  of  this  bill.  A  man  ia  vilified  and 
.abused  in  one  of  the  Houses  oi  Oongress,  and 


he,  of  conrse,  will  expect  the  offender  to 
him  satisfaction  In  some  way  or  oUkt,  ai 
this  biD  says  he  shall  not  have  IL  Whit  tbec 
will  be  the  consequence  f  Why,  somethii^  lii; 
the  affiur  of  Houston  and  Stansbory ;  the  a- 
jured  man  will  take  the  law  into  his  own  hak 
chastise  the  tradnoer,  and  then  he  vill  k 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  Hooa^  fnit 
whence,  after  five  or  tix  weeks  anunpi^tili;: 
consomed  in  the  examinati<»,  he  will  be 
missed  with  a  reprimand.  If  the  object  n 
solely  to  suppress  daelling,  and  not  for  the  {my 
teotion  of  tne  membersLwhy  not  pass  akvti 
prevent  it  in  our  other  Territories  as  veE  e  ii 
the  District  of  Columbia  f  Why  not  iodiidi 
Wisconsin  and  Florida,  and  oar  forts  ai 
arsenals  T  He  thought  this  District  tu  i 
ready  sufficiently  disfiranchised,  and  be  wook 
not  add  any  more  to  its  diaabilities.  Hembn 
of  Congress  might  talk  of  Tom,  Dick,  or  Hut, 
as  they  pleased,  and  could  not  be  sued  fw  eIu- 
der ;  and  now  they  would  take  away  tim  & 
ii^ured  individual  the  only  remedy  left  him. ! 
am  opposed  to  riaaaing  laws  for  our  own  pnts- 
tion,  oecanse  ifjonfmu  one,  thessmeremi 
will  operate  in  passmg  anotner ;  and  the  uc 
time  Mr.  Stansbmy,  or  Ur.  anybodj-ek,  ii 
whipped  by  Houston,  ovwy  member  of  CoDgfK 
must  have  a  corporal's  guard  to  protect  btoE 
paaaing  from  hia  boarding  house  to  tk  Ci; 
toL  Now  he  would  ask  if  the  people  of  ii 
United  States  would  be  willing  to  be  taxed  1: 
any  such  purpose,  for  it  wo^d  take  at 
three  thousand  men  to  furnish  a  corpon.' 
guard  to  each  member,  and  they  most  tU-f- 
fore  have  an  additional  army,  or  leave  tbeftc- 
tiers  e^osed.  He  was  satisfied  that  morek 
pwtanoe  was  attached  to  thia  sulyect  thn: 
deserved,  and  he  bellevod  out  of  oaa  tboasK 
duels,  nine  ont  of  every  ten  of  fbaa  ik 
fooght  for  causes  that  could  not  be  giot  ^^<: 
any  other  way.  He  knew  that  duels  icr 
fireqnoit^  fought  for  trivial  causes,  but  he  u 
oonvinoed  that  it  was  otherwise  in  a  vut  a 
jority  of  cases.  He  held  himself  responabl* 
for  every  thing  he  said  on  that  floor,  tsi  ^ 
would  not  give  a  voto  to  take  away  Uut 
sponsibility. 
3fr.  Ciatton's  amendment  was  lost— 
Taia.— HeiBn.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Oajton,  FoliK 
Grundy,  Linn,  Hidudas,  Norv^  Bobinaon,  Saaff-- 
Trotter,  Walker,  and  White— 12. 

Nats.— Ueasra.  Allen,  Davis,  Hubbard,  lomfn 
Ljoa,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nilcs,  Pierce,  Pree^ 
PrestoD,  Roane,  Rug^ee,  Scvio-,  Saith  of  Osu^ 
ticnt.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Upton,  TnUtuti* 
Wright— SO. 

Mr.  "Sum  moved  to  amend  the  biD,  bj  p 
Tiding  that  the  pcoraons  offwding  under  tlus 
shall  be  forever  iooapable  of  b(^io^ 
or  appointment  under  the  antiion^  « 
United  Stotee. 

Mr.  NoBVKLt  thought  they  had  carried  t« 
matter  for  enough.   They  subjected  the  itf 
guilty  of  duelling  to  a  pumdmieDt  of  not 
Uum  five^  nw  more  than  ten  yean'  inpciM*' 
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ment  in  the  penitentiary,  and  nov  the  genUe- 
man  wanted  to  add  disqualification  from  office. 
"Was  it  likely  that  a  man  who  shall  be  imprison- 
ed in  the  penitentiary  will  ever  l>e  appointed  to 
an  o£Bce  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  i 

Ur.  KiLBs  spoke  in  defence  of  his  amendment, 
contending  that^  aathe  pnuiBhineut  had  been  less- 
ened by  Uie  anwndmeikt  jort  paaoed,  an  add!- 
tional  penalty  was  seoeaaary,  and  tliat  the 
penalty  he  proposed  would  most  probably  be 
inflicted,  even  if  the  other  was  not.  Ur.  K. 
ooold  not  agree  with  his  friend  from  Arkansas, 
(Ur.  BsTOB,)  that  thia  bill  was  for  the  protec- 
tion of  members  of  Oongress  only.  It  had  a 
much  higher  object  in  view — that  of  suppress- 
ing an  odiooft  and  criminal  practice  and  of 
securing  the  perfect  independence  of  the  repr^- 
aentativea  of  the  people. 

Mr.  KiLBS^s  amen^ent  was  lost— 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Davis,  Omndy,  Habbard, 
Lnmpkin,  Niks,  I^eree,  Prentiss,  flodth  ef  Cmmeo- 
ticut,  Swift,  Trotter,  Walton,  WUHana,  «ad  Wright 

—14. 

NA-n.— llemrs.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
twAy,  CUyton,  Fulton,  Herritdc,  Uouton,  MicboUs, 
Norrell,  Freaton,  Boane,  BoUniOB,  Bugues,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiua,  fitiange,  ^pton,  aodindte— IT. 

Ur.  BiOTR,  of  In^ana,  oflte«d  an  amendment, 
anthoridng  magistrate!  whm  they  hare  snffl- 
cient  reason  to  believe  that  a  inA  is  about  to 
be  fought,  to  issue  their  wamnts  fie  bring  the 
parties  before  them,  when  they  are  fbrther  au- 
thorized to  compel  them  to  g^ve  bond  and  se- 
curity to  keep  the  peace  for  one  year,  and  in 
default  thereof,  to  commit  them  to  jail. 

Hr.  Clattoh  opposed  this  amendment,  as 
contrary  to  one  of  the  fondamental  principles 
of  law,  and  contrary  also  to  the  Gonstitutiou 
of  tlie  United  States,  which  provides  that  no 
warrant  ^all  issue  but  upon  probable  oanse, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

The  amendment  was  r^eoted. 

Ur.  Whir  moved  to  amend  the  biU  stack- 
ing out  aU  after  the  enaoting  dame,  and  insert- 
ing a  substitute,  provi^ng  that  eveir  person 
who  shall  hereafter  be  wpotnted  to  office  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  qnalifioation,  take  an 
oath  that  be  has  not,  since  tbe  passage  of  this 
act,  been  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  a 
doel. 

Ur.  FftKNTiaB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question ;  which  resulted— 

TxAti. — Ueasis.  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Linn,  Nicbolai,  Norrell,  Boaae,  BtdHnson,  Buggies, 
Bevier,  Strange,  Walker,  and  White— -18. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davis,  Omndy, 
Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Houton,  ITiles, 
Fierce,  Prentiss,  Bmidi  of  Conneotlcut,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  Trotter,  ^^iams,  Wright,  and  Yoong 
—19. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  third  amendment  \  and  it  was  lost— 

Teas.— Messrs  Dovla,  Grandy,  HobbanL  Lamp- 
Ub,  MsiiMe,  NUes,  Plena,  Pnatki,  Smith  of  Con- 
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necUcut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  WilUams, 
Wrif^t,  and  Toung— IS. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Gin  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  linn,  Monton,  Nid^olaa,  Norvdl, 
Roane,  Bobfanon,  Rogues,  Sevier,  Trotter,  Walker, 
and  White— 16. 

The  other  amendments  were  concurred  in;' 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


HOTOX  OF  BXPHSSXHTAnyXB. 

TniBDi.T,  April  10. 
South  Sea  JEjipUring  ExpedUwn. 

The' House  then  resumed  tihe  eauid6ratl<tt 
of  the  "bill  making  ^n^vlationi  tac  thA 
uavol  service  for  1888." 

Ur.  Bwnntnr  antered  into  a  device  Uia 
late  uid  pwsont  Administrmtaona  in  relatiott  to 
this  sabjeotf  and,  tiioof^  he  disdobned  bting 
opposed  to  the  Exploring  Expedition,  Mther 
the  late  T>n^|eeted  one  or  another,  he  was  in 
&vor  of  naving  the  bill  recommitted,  because 
he  thought  it  proper  that  the  estimates  should 
be  fdmished,  and  the  sum  necessary  for  carry- 
ing it  on  made  distinct  and  separate  from  the 
appropriations  necessary  for  the  seneral  service 
of  the  Navy.  This  was  due  to  the  country,  for 
there  had  been  upwards  of  $700,000  already 
expended,  and  the  only  result  was  that  there 
was  no  longer  an  Exploring  Squadron  hi  exist- 
ence, and  the  question  waa,  abtmld  they  order 
a  new  one  to  be  fitted  ontf  He  thoD^pit  no^ 
especially  in  tiie  presoit  embarrassed  oonditioa 
of  the  Treasury,  and  he  also  doubted  irbether, 
in  the  present  state  ttt  fte^ng  towards  the 
scheme,  both  throughout  the  country  and  In 
the  nary,  any  of  those  great  results  antieipated 
by  its  friends  would  be  produced. 

He  also  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  appcdnt- 
ment  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  not  from  his  want 
of  skill  or  experittioe,  but  from  liis  being  a 
junior  officer,  the  effMi  of  which  would  in- 
crease the  prmoit  dissatfahgtkw,  and  lead  to 
dissensions. 

Ur.  WisK  sn^rasted  to  tome  one  in  favor  of  the 
expedition,  fbrue  would  not  move  it  himself^ 
to  move  the  insertion  of  a  provlrirai  in  Ae  bill, 
as  the  Kmse  had  detennined  upon  the  omtinu- 
ance  of  the  expedition,  limltfaig  tlie  time  vitiun 
which  it  shall  sidL  fix  any  reasonable  time^ 
say  three  months,  or  rix,  or  twelve,  at  two 
years,  or  even  three ;  but  in  the  name  of  srase^ 
in  the  name  of  eoonomy,  he  did  bc^  the  House 
would  limit  the  period. 

Ur.  UauoBT  tiien  moved— 

"  PromiSai^  That,  in  officering  the  exploring 
sqaadroQ,  for  wblch  ^ipropriaUons  are  herein  made, 
the  law  of  the  SKtb  of  February,  If  99,  be  not  vio- 
lated in  any  of  its  provisions." 

The  amendment  was  rejeoted,  and 

The  bill  ordwed  to  ba  read  a  third  time  to- 

UIOROW. 
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VnmuuT,  April  11. 
JtehtioM  with  jr«eiw. 

lb.  Walkxb  flailed  tlw  attwttoa  of  the 
■ehdnnan  of  the  Committee  on  Foragn  Rela- 
tions (Mr.  BuoHAVAiO  to  the  state  of  onr  roU- 
tinis  with  Mexico.  It  woold  he  recollected,  he 
sud,  that  this  subject  was  recommended  to  the 
oonuderation  of  die  Senate  hj  a  apeoial  Mes- 
sage fhm  the  Frendent  of  the  United  States 
on  the  7th  of  Febmary,  1687. 

This  Hessage  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Foreign  Tlelations ;  and  on  the  18th  Febmarj 
Avowing,  Hr.  BcooAirAir,  the  chairman  of  that 
ecmunittee,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Rttclved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  opintoa  irith 
the  Preddent  tit  the  United  States,  HbaX  anotiier  de- 
mand 01^^  to  be  made  fw  the  redrees  tit  oar  gner- 
anoes  from  the  Mexican  OoremneDt ;  the  mode  and 
manner  of  irhic^  under  the  84th  article  <^  the 
tnatff  BO  Ikr  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  properiy 
confided  to  his  discretioi).  They  cannot  donht,  from 
the  jiutUoe  of  our  claims,  that  thia  demand  will  result 
In  speedy  redress ;  but  should  they  be  di8iq>pointed 
in  this  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  things  will 
then  bare  recurred  which  will  make  it  the  impwatiTe 
,&aiX  of  Congress  pmnptiy  to  eonridar  wbst  flirther 
measures  mmj  be  required  by  the  bou<»  of  the  na- 
tloa  and  the  rifj^ts  of  oar  ii^ured  fdlow-dUxou. 

On  the  27th  of  Febraaiy,  1687,  this  >«aola- 
tiim  waa  nnanlmonslr  adopted  hy  the  Senate. 
Now  we  all  know  that  this  demand  has  been 
uaiu  made,  and  that  It  haa  been  ineffeotnal ; 
tut  new  Insnlta  and  iqjorles  have  been  snper- 
added  by  M[exico  nnoe  this  period;  that  her 
departing  Minister  had  groesly  insulted  this 
GoTemment  and  country,  and  his  oondnot  had 
been  approved  by  Mexico ;  that  her  Secretary 
of  Foraign  Affairs  had  recently  published  a  re- 
port most  insolting  to  our  national  honor ;  and 
to  close  the  long  list  of  Merioan  ontrages,  her 
vessels  of  war  had  recently,  in  onr  own  seas, 
fired  npon  an  American  steamboat,  carrying 
the  American  flag,  and  prosecnting  a  lawful 
oommeroe  with  a  nnghboring  and  friendly 
power.  Tlus  Teasel  bu  not  only  been  fired 
imon  and  aa  attempt  made  to  oqiinre  her,  but 
the  balls  h^d  been  fired  throngh  the  American 
flag,  as  if  in  derluon  of  the  idea  that  this  flag 
constatated  any  protection  against  Mexican  onC 
rages.  The  flag  of  onr  conntry  had  ceased  then 
to  be  any  protwjtion  to  the  American  citizen, 
in  oor  own  vessels,  and  upon  our  own  seas,  as 
indeed  the  name  of  an  American  had  long 
ceased  to  protect  onr  citizens  within  the  limits 
of  Mexico.  Not  only  had  it  ceased  to  be  any 
protection  there,  but  it  constituted  an  invitation 
to  iusolt,  imprisonment  and  spoliations.  More 
than  a  year  had  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of 
the  resolntion  above  referred  to.  Ko  redress 
baa  been,  it  is  dear,  none  will  be,  granted  by 
Mexico ;  but  every  day*s  delay  on  onr  part  on- 
ly witnesses  new  outrages  and  new  insults. 
Four  months  and  upwards  had  now  closed 
since  the  oommenoement  of  this  session,  and  no  i 


report  had  beoi  made  by  the  CtHDuuttM  a 
Foreign  Relaticms,  and  no  Intimation  gna 
when,  if  ev^,  any  report  might  be  exptdd 
Mr.  BocBANAH  (chriiman  of  the  Conmiiai 
on  Foreign  Relations),  said  th^  he  had  no  i 
jections  whatever  to  answer  the  inteirogxiq 
propounded  by  the  Senator  from  Muns>lf|i 
The  Senator  had  given  day  and  date,  aod » 
cumstanoe,  and  alT  connected  with  the  re:b 
tion  which  the  oommittee  bad  reported  at  tk 
last  regular  sesnon  of  Congress  on  the  mljai 
of  oor  claims  against  Mexico,  evidoLtl;  foiiU 

Earpose  of  showing  that  onr  present  meet 
stiessness  was  inconsistent  with  oor  feu 
Miergy.  This  was  not  the  case.  There  niu 
indispoiition  on  ttie  part  of  the  comnuttH  i 
make  a  report  aa  this  aaljeot  whownrt 
might  be  proper. 

The  oMmnittee  bad  held  a  Dumber  of  % 
fcamal  oonsoltations  on  the  snliJect,  and  be 
come  to  the  oonclnnon  that  it  was  propel 
await  the  action  of  the  House  of  Bepreseo- 
Uvea.  The  next  step  we  take,  said  Jir.B,E 
regard  to  Mexico,  must  be  some  mesmre  ±: 
may  directly  lead  to  war,  or  war  itself;  baas 
he  thought  every  honorable  means  of  coac& 
tion  had  been  exhausted.  Now,  where 
snoh  a  measnre  to  be  iotrodnced  ?  'We  k^i 
said  he,  examined  the  public  archives,  and  U 
that  from  the  origin  of^  the  Goveniment  to 
present  day,  no  such  measure  has  origtiuu>l : 
the  Senate.-  Ooendve  measures  hu  alv? 
orifpnated  with  the  immedi^  representito 
<tf  the  peo|4e. 

He  had  made  it  his  business  to  ioqiuro  aiiit 
chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  BiU 
tions,  of  the  Honse,  and  hod  been  infcffoitd^ 
that  gentieman,  that  the  committee  had  tt: 
the  subject  under  their  most  serions  msiia 
tion,  and  might  be  expected  to  cotne  to  m 
coDoiusion  npon  it  within  a  few  days.  Tck 
these  oiroumstances,  the  committee  of  the  S» 
ate  were  of  opinion  that  they  ought,  at  theit-; 
least,  to  wut  a  reasonable  time,  for  thepar^^ 
of  affording  the  popular  branch  of  the  Upi* 
ture  an  opportonity  of  expresrang  their  opinion 
Mr.  Out,  of  Kcntnotr,  felt  it  das  to  If 
self^  asfl  member  of  the  Comnuttee  on 
Behtions,  and  due  to  the  Senate  and  to  K 
oonntTTi  to  aay,  that  while  there  vts  f±ra£ 
ground  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  ii 
looked  to  the  correspondence  thst  had  uti 
place  on  this  subject,  we  woold  find  tbit  e 
our  part  there  was  much  cause  for  deep  «^ 
serious  regret.  "What  wore  the  facts  in  |« 
case  !   A  Mr.  Grecnhow,  a  clerk  in  one  of  at 

{inblio  offices,  was  despatched  to  Mexico  riui 
arge  mass  of  documents,  containing  t^^^*^ 
of  onr  citizens,  which  were  to  be  ezsmined 
reported  on  within  ten  days,  or  Mr.  Gitem* 
was  to  return.   Now  those  at  all  aixflsim 
with  the  manner  of  ixAag  business  in  the  po 'i^ 
offlee^  most  know  that  it  wonld  have  boec 
possible  to  have  oaref\illy  examined  thenui  'i' 
many  weeks.   The  Minister  for  Foreign 
of  Hexioo  proceeded  to  take  up  these  ^ 
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ments,  and  examine  them  one  by  one,  admitting 
the  JnaMoe  of  tome,  and  Tweeting  others ;  ana 
while  these  matters  were  still  in  prc^reu,  sod- 
denlj  the  whole  Butject  is  tiirown  upon  Con- 
gress, the  President  telling  that  body  he  had 
no  farther  negotiations  to  mske  with  Uexico. 

'Whenever  a  clear  case  was  made  ont,  he  (Mr. 
0.)  was  ready  to  enforce  on  Mexico  what  was 
due  to  law-  and  jnstioe.  While  he  wonld  go 
thna  far,  he  could  not  help  saying,  and  all  who 
looked  to  the  corresponaence  must  admit  the 
tmtb,  that  the  want  of  dignity  and  the  want 
of  temper  that  had  been  manifested  by  persons 
connected  with  the  Goremment  in  relation  to 
this  whole  matter,  was  greatiy  to  be  deplored. 

Mr.  BuoHANAM  said  that  onr  oomplidnts 
against  Mexico  were  of  a  twofold  oharaeter. 
The  GoTemmeat  of  that  country  had  not  only 
nfhsed  to  pay  the  just  olainu  of  our  Iqjorea 
citizens,  but,  m  several  instances,  bad  aaeailed 
our  national  honor  and  insulted  our  national 
flag.  For  assaults  and  li^nries  this  de- 
scription, pecuniary  redress  had  never  been 
demandw,  and  conld  nevw  he  accepted.  No 
suitable  explanation  of  these  insalts  had 
ever  been  given,  and  no  satisfaction  bad  ever 
been  rendered,  sltboogh  often  demanded.  The 
remarlcs  of  tiie  Senator  from  Kentucky  bad  not 
touched  this  part  of  the  case.  A  gross  insult 
had  recently  been  offered  to  the  American  flag, 
of  a  charaoter  reqidrii^  the  most  prompt  aira 
efiEbctoal  redress,  if  we  wwe  to  credit  the  state- 
ments tmhlished  In  the  New  Orleans  papers 
which  had  lately  reached  thia  <nty.  It  appeared 
that  s  steamboat,  nnder  the  American  fl^,  por- 
saing  her  lawful  commerce  in  our  own  seas,  nad 
beoi  repeatedly  fired  upon  and  brought  to  by 
two  Mexican  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Waiub  gave  notice  that,  if  no  report 
were  made,  in  r^ord  to  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  within  a  short  period,  either  in  the 
Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives,  be 
would  move  a  resolnticm  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  sotjeet 


T^nnesDAT,  April  13. 
QTadiwUien^(k»PriM  o/th«  Public  Zandi. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  graduation  and  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  pnblio  lands. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  moved  to  strike  out  the  foUow- 
ii^ :  And  all  lands  which  shall  have  been  so 
o&red  for  fifteen  years,  shall  lie  subject  to  en- 
try at  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the  space  of  twelve 
months ;  and  after  that  time,  the  same  shall  he 
subject  to  entry  at  seventy-five  cents  per  acre, 
for  the  space  of  twelve,  months,  and  uter  that 
time  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  ifty 
cents  per  acre.  The  tHwA  of  irhkh  la  to  leave 
the  mmimum  at  one  dollar  per  aore  fin-  the 
space  of  one  year  for  lands  which  shall  have 
been  in  the  market  ten  years  prior  to  the  80th 
September,  1888 ;  and  uter  tmt  time  the  mini- 
mum is  to  be  7S  coita  per  nan. 


Mr.  TkPTOir  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
previdl  it  ft  ud.  he  dionld  eara  very  little 
about  the  bin,  as  the  State  in  which  he  lived 
was  interested  in  ttie  providon  propoaed  to  be 
stricken  ont  more  than  any-other. 

Hr.  HtrsBABD  so^ested  to  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  that  the  provinon  which  he  widied  to 
have  stricken  out,  wonld  have  no  operatlTe  ef- 
fect for  two  yeus. 

Mr.  HrsBAKD^g  motion  was  ^;reed  to. 

The  qnestion  recurring  on  me  engrossment 
of  the  bUl,  Messrs.  Waucbb  and  Bbntow  serw- 
ally  addressed  the  Senate  in  its  fiivor. 

Mr.  Tipton  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
that  no  person  shall  enter  more  than  one  quar- 
ter seotion  of  land  nnder  the  prorldoas  of  thia 
ba 

Mr.  Walkbb  moved  to  amend  the  amwd- 
ment,  by  striking  ont  "one  quarter  section," 
and  inserting  "<hm  aeotim;"  by  inaertiiig  as 
follows: 

Provided  aUo,  Tlut  no  one  aliall  be  prohibited  fVom 
entering  any  quantity,  u  heretofore,  of  lands  onbraeed 
in  ttus  act,  at  the  piioe  ttf  one  dirilsr  and  a  quarter 
per  acre.** 

The  unoidmwt  as  amended,  was  deddcd  in 
the  affirmative— yeaa  38,  pMrs  14. 

The  hill  was  ordered  to  do  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — 

YtkB. — Mewrs.  ^ea,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Fnlton,  Gnmdy,  Hnbbard,  Khig,  Lhm,  Lamptdn, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  miei^  Norvdl,  BcMnson,  Bevlsr, 
SmHh  of  Indiana,  Tlpian,  T^ottsr,  Walkw,  White, 
and  Toung — 21. 

Natb,— Henrs.  Budunan,  Clay  of  Eentac^y, 
CUyton,  Critteaden,  Davis,  McKean,  Uemck,  Pren- 
tiss,  Preston,  lUves,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith  of  Con- 
necilcat,  Swift,  Wail,  and  Williams— 16. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRSSBNTATEVBa. 
Fbidat,  April  18. 
TrMfurj/  Notet. 

Mr.  Oavbrxleno,  from  the  Committee  of 
W^s  and  Means,  reported  a  hill  supplementary 
to  the  act  autlioriziDg  the  issuing  vt  Tnmarj 
notes. 

He  stated,  for  the  Information  of  the  House, 
that  ahnost  the  whole  revenue  was  nnav^lahle, 
as  it  was  now  pidd  in  t3ie  Treasury  notes  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  October  last  As  the 
^propriation  UIIb  created  at  this  time  heavj 
drafta  upon  the  Treasury,  it  was  obviou^ 
necessary  to  authorize  the  Secretary  to  replace 
tlie  notes  so  pidd  in  and  cancelled,  by  othua  to 
an  equal  f*""""*. 


nr  SBHATS. 
Pbtoat,  April  13. 
J*ublio  ZaiidM. 
The  bill  ]»oviding  for  the  reduotion  and  grad- 
natitm  of  the  price  d  the  pnUio  lands,  was 
read  the  third  Umfc 


PvbUoLmdt. 
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lb.  Calhoun  sud,  u  tiie  bill  wu  now  on  Iti 
paMAgo,  he  was  desirons  of  stating,  in  a  few 
words,  the  reasons  whi<&  wonid  govern  htm. 

The  bill  was  oertainlj  liable  but  to  litUe  ob- 
jection as  to  the  details ;  but  he  ooold  not  give 
»  his  support  He  fek  satisfied  that  we  bad 
arriTed  at  the  period,  when  one  of  two  oonrses 
of  poUox  ongbk  to  be  pnrsned  in  relation  to 
the  public  lands — either  to  adhere  rigidly  to 
the  laws,  as  the/  now  stand,  witbont  making 
•D7  mat^ial  change,  or  to  make  s  oeasion  of 
them  to  the  new  States  within  whose  limits 
they  are  respeotiTelj  .sitnatod,  on  tenns  motu- 
■11/  istisfiuitmrT.  It  cannot  be  ^sgoised,  that 
file  extent  of  Interests  ioTolTed  in  the  pabUo 
domain  is  too  grea^  and  the  parties  interested 
too  powerful  utd  inftnential,  to  pennit  the  laws 
which  regnlete  and  dispose  of  the  public  lands 
to  be  the  subject  of  fluent  changes.  Nvmer- 
oos  and  popmoos  aa  those  States  have  now  be- 
come, (at  which  he  r^oioed,)  It  was  imposnble 
to  prevent  this  might/  stake  from  bemg  thrown 
into  the  party  stra^lea  of  the  day,  and  from 
having  a  most  peniioious  effect  on  oar  politics, 
so  long  as  they  are  nnder  onr  control,  nnleuwe 
shoold  abst^  altogether  from  tonbning  them, 
which  he  foond  was  impossible. 

It  was  well  known-  that,  imder  fhb  Impres- 
rion,  he  was  In  &Tor  of  ceding  them  to  tite 
States^  aa  the  only  practicable  remedy  i^shut 
file  vm  he  apprehended,  and  tiiat  wider  It  be 
had  tntrodneea  a  bill  to  oede  them.  He  hoped 
fiiat  the  Oommittee  on  Pablio  Lands  wonld  call 
np  file  bill  at  an  early  day.  He  was  prepared 
to  g^ve  it  his  best  aid ;  and  he  did  hope  it 
would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  bis  duty 
to  vote  against  all  measores  which  provided  for 
any  material  change  in  the  land  lawi^  as  they 
now  stood. 


KOITBE  OT  KBPBESKNTATITXB. 
ICONDAT,  April  16. 

ICr.  Sbields  presented  the  following  j<^nt 

Sreamble  and  reeolnfions  of  the  Lei^alatare  ot 
ennessee: 

Whereas  we  have  been  uzioiis  and  attoittve  ob- 
serreis  <tf  &e  pNgrass  of  events  in  Texas,  and  have 
not  been  unmoved  spectators  of  her  late  gallant  lad 
glorious  struggifl  for  freedom,  and  have  seen  that 
needcm  achieved  by  thoae  near  and  dear  to  us  by 
file  ties  of  kindred  and  common  ancestry;  and 
whereas  we  have  seen,  by  a  vote  ei  the  peoide  <tf 
fiiat  B^bUe,  an  andoua  dedre  manifested  to  be- 
eome  dtiima  oi  these  United  States ;  and  whereas 
we  bdieve  that  the  gaDuit  and  <duTalrou8  bravery 
of  Texana  in  their  strug^e  for  liberty  and  free  Oov- 
emment,  U  an  assorance  of  their  worth,  and  soffi- 
deot  evidenoe  of  their  qoalificatiMi,  to  entitle  tbem 
to  brotherhood  and  eltizennhip  with  m ;  and  whereas, 
also^  we  beUeve  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
these  United  Btates  Is  a  consammatJon  devoutly  to 
be  widted,  ind  in  end  worthy  our  best  exertions  to 
att^  if  it  eaa  be  daw  witbont  aa  btfimcUm  of  Ibe 


law  of  DBtionfl,  or  a  departure  boat  tbe  pgtrfr 
principles  of  this  Govemmoit : 

Now,  tlierefore,  JUaolved  by  Uu  OtuniAmut 
of  th»8t«Uof  T^fWHM,  That  wedonenMa 
iously  that  Texas  be  acqnhed  by  fbne  Uritad  Ete 
and, 

Reaolved^  That  oar  Senators  and  BepraaUnB 
b  Coi^resa  be  iufumed  (rfourderiretoMquto 
territory  Texas,  and  to  annex  It  ta  lln  Hk 
Btates  by  treaty  or  pnrebase,  and  at  sock  tni 
they  may  deem  most  expedient. 

Reuivti,  Tliat  aoopycrf  tliia  pnaadtiend^ 
lesoiutioni  be  fwwaided  by  the  Oorenwr  rffc 
State  to  our  Benaton  and  BepieaeBtalini  ii(a 
greea,  irilh  a  request  that  they  intradoee  Ikab* 
oouidenUionof  bothbranobeaof  CoBgRm. 

JOHNOOCKB, 

FEBBTH.  OEiL 
Awabr^Oi&w 

FMBsd  Jan.  20^  1SS8. 


FsnuT,  April  37. 

B(^^ftio>n»  wiih  Ma^. 

The  following  Uessi^  from  the  Fnsk , 
of  the  United  States,  received  yesteidij.n  i 
taken  np : 

b  varU  eomidlanee  with  theniolatioi(ft 
Honse  oTBepresenlaliTfla  of  the  Slit  oH.  eOai^ 
ftartber  infmnation  <m  the  relations  betwteit 
Uidted  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  I  trus 
arqmtfrom  ^  Secretary  of  State,  to  vixaa 
resolution  was  referred. 

(Signed)      M.  VAJTBrBP. 

Washikoiov,  I6(&  1BS8. 

[The  Message  was  aooompanied  bj  i  rrp' 
from  the  Secretary  of  Btat^  and  a  massofw 
respondence.  The  report  set  fwth  the  t»» 
why  the  wh<^e  had  not  been  sent  in,  nilf> 
tiallythat  all  that  was  most  roatorialirttii^ 
nished ;  that  tiie  whole  was  very  VQloniH* 
and  had  been  received  at  so  late  aperiod^ 
there  has  been  insnffident  time  for  ttiw 
tion,  &c] 

On  motion  of  ICr.  nowAsn,  the  whole  n 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aran 


IN  BSBATE. 

ItoAT,  April  37. 

iVo(detio»  U  InSiaoM^  and  a  Dtltg^  f  ^' 
grm. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  Wntn,  fiie  bill  to  pru^ 

for  the  seonrity  and  protection  the 
and  ofiier  Indittis  vest  of  file  States  of  IGsKK- 

and  Arkanaai^  was  takm  np. 

Mr.  NoBTEU.  ol#cied  to  that  part  of  - 
(tbe  8th  section}  which  provides  for  lUo'i^- 
the  confederated  tribes  to  elect  a  delegau 
reiHVsent  them  at  the  seat  of  GovemmcDtdir- 
ing  the  seasons  of  Owgress ;  and  lie  objecte- 
particnlarly  to  the  reasons  assigned  in  tie  F 
amble  to  that  section  for  allowing  than  to  eU" 


Digitized  by 


MS 


2b  8m] 

a  ddegate,  as  the  anne  a^oment  mfgbt  be  vaed 
hereafter  in  favor      a  del^fate.  He 

never  wished  to  see  the  daj  in  this  ooantrx  in 
which  an  Indian  or  a  negro  would  have  a  seat 
on  the  floor  of  either  Hoase  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Liira  said  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
was  mistaken  in  sapposing  that  it  was  Intended 
tbat  the  Indian  delegate  should  have  a  seat  on 
tlie  floor  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives.  The 
delegate  was  to  reside  at  Uie  seat  of  govem- 
I     meot  during  the  sessions  of  Congres^  to  attend 
1    to       afbirs  of  his  pei^le  geaerallf ,  and  to 
'     give  Bodi  ii^tonatioa  to  Ouigrew  as  would 

>  enable  it  to  be  better  aoqndnted  with  their  con- 
'  dition,  and  to  legidUe  inSCi  nore  oertidnfy  and 
I  effect  with  regard  to  them.  One  of  the  objects 
!     of  the  hill  was  to  elevate  the  Indian  character, 

and  to  give  them  respect  for,  and  confidence  in, 
themsdVeB;  and  the  most  effectual  wi^  of 
doing  so  would  be  to  give  them  the  incentive 
of  honorable  ofiBce ;  and  the  committee  thought 
it  important  that  snch  incentives  should  be  held 
otit  to  the  ambitions  and  enterprising  of  this 
people,  instead  of  the  ambition  thej  now  have 
to  become  warlike  chiefs.   The  hill  was,  in  his 
I    opinion,  the  most  effeotoal  measure  Uiat  ooold 
I    be  devised  for  the  aeonri^  of  the  States  of  Hla- 
Bonri  and  Arkansas,  on  the  borden  of  wbttdi 
I    snch  numben  of  these  Indians  had  been  thrown, 
I     and  also  the  only  feuible  plan  of  saving  these 
I     nnfortunates  from  otter  destrocUon.  They  had 
,     been  crowded  back  by  the  white  popolatioa 
j     until  they  oonld  go  no  farther  west,  and  now 
I     was  the  accepted  time  for  the  pluIanthroinBt  to 

step  forward  and  pr^rve  them. 
I  Mr.  Lumpkin  urged  the  Senate  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  consideration  of  the  measure,  whi<ih 
be  looked  upon  to  be  the  beet  that  could  be 
I  devised,  not  only  for  the  protection  and  security 
I  of  the  frontier  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
\  but  of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  as  eminently 
I     oalculated  to  elevate  uid  improve  their  oondi- 

>  tion.  Tlw  ot{)eotB  embraced  in  thin  tnll  were 
I  not  new.  The  subjeot  had  been  before  Con- 
!  gress  from  the  Ha^  of  General  Wellington  to 
I      the  present  time;  and  by  a  refisrence  to  the 

Snblio  documents  it  would  be  seen  tbat  Mr. 
efiEbrson,  and  all  of  his  successors,  had  viewed 
it  as  worthy  of  the  most  favorable  conndera- 
tion  of  Oongress.  He  adverted  to  ttie  two  able 
reports  made  on  the  snbjeot  by  Mr.  Monroe  and 
by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  said  that  the  subject  had 
been  discussed  until  it  would  seem  that  it  was 
not  only  ftmiliar  to  every  member  of  Omgress, 
bat  to  the  whole  rea^g  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. If  this,  he  said,  were  not  enough,  the 
informatioii  presented  during  this  session,  and 
the  able  ne«h  of  the  honorable  Senator  finMu 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Tipton,)  bo  r^lete  with  infonna- 
tion  and  detdl,  would  be  snfBoient  to  call  the 
speinal  attentioa  ctf  every  Senator  to  tlie  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  NowvLL  modified  his  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  provision  tat  a  delegate  €i/!  In- 
dian msceiit  to  ndde  at  tl»  seat  of  govent* 


£icat,  jssa 

ment  during  the  seedons  of  Congress,  and  to 
insert  agent  instead. 

The  ot^eot  was  to  aUo  w  the  tribes  an  "  agent," 
instead  of  a  "  delegate,"  as  In  the  bill,  and  to 
leave  the  compensation  to  be  settled  herei^ter. 

Mr.  Whtte  sud  that,  provided  he  ooold  ^t(t 
the  benefit  of  having  an  agent  to  be  sent  h«e 
by  this  confederation,  he  did  not  care  about  the 
name  that  was  to  be  given  him. 

Mr.  Nobvbll'b  amendment  was  rejected, 

Tiu. — ^MessRL  Allm,  Benton,  Brown,  Budianan, 
Calhoun,  CU7  of  Alabiuna,  Hubbard,  I^ug,  Morris, 
Niles,  NOTTeU,  Fierce,  Smith  of  Conneeticat,  Trotter, 
Wri^  and  roaiw--lS. 

NjiTB.— Heasra  Clay  ^  Kento^,  ClsTtOD,  Grit- 
tendeo,  Cuthbert,  Da  via,  Fultou,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Moaton,  Nicholas,  PrenUss,  Preston,  luves, 
BMne,  BobinsoD,  Rugglee,  Sevier,  SmHh  <tf  Indlaoa, 
Spenoe,  Swift  ^t^rttnTwute,  and  Willluis— 24. 


ICoiTBAT,  April  80. 
Proteetion  to  Indvtta. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection 
of  the  anunvut  and  other  Indians  west  of  the 
States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

The  bill  waa  wdered  to  be  engioaaed  fat  a 
third  reading, 

TBia—Manrs,  (^y  of  Alabama,  GUy  of  Ken- 
tn^y,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Qnmdy,  Hubbard,  King,  Enigbt,  Unn,  LnmjpUn, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Pieroe, 
Preston,  Bives,  Boane,  RoblunB,  RobinaoD,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Gonneotkot,  Smith  of  Indiana,  SouUiard, 
Spence,  Swift,  TaUnuidge,  T^on,  Trotter,  Wall, 
White,  WmuDS,  Wri£^  and  Tou^'SS, 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  &own,  Calboon, 
Nilea,  and  XorveUr-e. 


HOUm  OF  BBmBSZHTATlVn 

TuiBDAT,  May  1. 
Condition  qf  tho  TVMwry. 
Mr.  Gambskluto  presented  the  following 
commnnioation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
vrj: 

TaxASimT  DxriBmiHT,  Apf^  SO,  IS88. 
I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  the  endosed  statement,  marited 
A,  showing  the  condtdon  of  the  Ttaasory  on  Ada 
day,  as  to  Its  avulable  leBonvoea 

I  remain,  very  reapectfUIy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBimT, 
Secretaiy  of  the  ^beasuiy. 

The  H<HL  C.  C.  Cambbxlkho, 
a  a  Wqv  and  Means,  HouBeflfBtp^ 

A 

Ameont  of  Traamy  Notes  issued  up  to  April  SMi, 
Indttdrs,  per  Itoasorer^  state- 
ment     .      .      -      .      .     «0,4fiS,U9  » 

Will  probably  be  iaaoad  80th  April       185,000  00 
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Not  inued  on  tlw  W  of  Itaj^  *88, 
■bout  $441,040  6» 

TreMiuy  Notai  mniTed  tot  dntiei,  liwb,  and  in 
pqnnflnt  of  debts  due  to  the  TTntted  fitatea,  per 
retoniB  received  this  office  up  to  the  80th  AfuiJ, 
'SS,  about       ....    10,160,000  00 

Other  fnnda  araUable  and  suly'ect  to  draft,  (deduct- 
ing $400,000  m  the  Mint,  and  $590,000  Treasarj 
flmda,)  sboot  (less  than)   -      ■      $600^000  00 


Thdesdat,  May  8. 

Meia^ejivm  tht  Preaident — The  Mexican  Srig 
^  War  Itw^tide,  and  an  Amtnean  SUamboat. 

The  Spueeb  laid  befbre  the  Home  the  fol- 
lowing MeBsage  from  the  Frendent: 

SbOuBoimi^Itvnmtia^cftke  UnUtdSkdn: 
Ibe  report  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  War,  traasnitted 
hy  me  to  the  House  of  B^nvaentatiTefi,  In  compli- 
anoe  with  Uieir  reaoIntioQ  of  the  16th  ult  respecting 
an  attadt  alleged  to  bare  been  made  hj  a  Mexican 
armed  Tesed  npon  an  American  ateamboat,  luring 
stated  that  no  Information  on  the  sutgect  liad  at  that 
tfana  reached  theDeparbnent,  I  now  transmit  another 
iwort  froDi  tibe  snne  offloer,  OMnmnidcating  a  copy 
Of  a  note  ftom  die  Mexican  mnlster,  irlth  an  acoom- 
panjiiw  doenment,  fai  reference  to  the  act  ailoded  to, 
iridch  Ertb  been  reeetred  at  the  Department  dnoe 
the  date  of  the  former  report 

M.  YAN  smss. 

WiBHiiTaTOK,  2«2Jfay,  1838. 

Tie  fbllowing  are  the  papers  tnmBmitted : 

Mr.  MartineMto  Mr.  Ibrtj/tk. 

'  Xexicih  Leqatioii. 
Keir  Oricans,  April  20,  1888. 
8n:  'Whilst  the  notices  of  an  hisult  pretended  to 
bare  been  committed  aninst  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  vaterB  of  Texas,  b^  the  Mexican  bvig 
of  war  Iturbide,  were  confined  to  the  poUio  news- 
paperB,  and  I  had  no  docmnenta  hj  means  of  whidi 
I  could  repel  this  calumny,  I  abstained  from  ad- 
dressing you  on  the  snlyect  But  as,  aooordlng  to 
the  papera,  the  attention  of  the  honorable  chamber 
orSnatonof  tbeOoi^raiar  the  Union  ^  been 
directed  towards  the  chtnea  publidied  egalmtlfoE- 
ioo,  by  the  pasaengers  of  the  steamboat  CtdomUa, 
and  I  am  in  posseanon  of  an  official  statement  from 
the  oonmiander  of  tiie  sud  brig  relating  to  the  occur- 
lenoe  with  the  said  boat,  I  hsTe  the  honor  to  asDd 
TOO,  air,  the  ann<aed  extract  from  that  *fmtkm\ 
•with  the  hope  that  yon  will  solnnit  it  to  the  notice 
of  his  exceUeuoy  the  President  The  captain  of  the 
Goinmbia,  and  not  the  cuitun  of  the  Iturtride,  as 
iriU  be  here  seen,  proToked  the  attack  to  which  tide 
note  refers,  and  tiie  former  ehonid,  tinerefore,  be  re- 
^onsible  ftr  the  resolt,  whaterer  it  maj  be. 

7b  Os  OfmmamhiU€f«tigriaifihtMexiean»quad- 

ron: 

Bmo  bOBBinB,  uttdw  sail,  hi  latitude  St"  loa> 
gitnde  68"  4S',  west  of  Oadis,  fire  o'ckMk  hi  tiw 
afternoon     this  day,  March  24,  1836. 
At  the  mwoent  whni  you,  air,  annoonoed,  by  your 
signals,  that  you  saw  sails  in  the  third  quarter,  I 
mads  out  the  veaad  to  be  a  stesmboat,  ooo^ag  fr(»n 
te  Botth,  and  I  disoDverad  Oat  she  wainot  tbeaame 
to  iriddi  we  had  glTen  ehasB  tUt  nonfaiA  and  irlddi 


was  apparently  oa  her  way  to  Bnuoria,  u  (hk  bcM  | 
has  two  cfaunueys,  and  the  other  only  one.  Abbocq  , 
aa  yoa  gave  tbe  i^gnal  for  chase  witii  all  speed,  ud  ' 
wiUKMit  our  dosing,  {air  aulyeeion  d  /amaeitm,\  I  I 
endeavored  by  a  press  of  sail  to  cut  her  oS^  sterns  i 
south-east,  clearing  away  to  be  ready  for  actioii,  ud  ' 
taldng  the  other  precauti<HU ;  but  on  teeing  Uul  du  I 
vat  bearing  down  on  my  riarboard  boa,  I  ordered  aD  i 
my  men  to  take  their  proper  fire  and  cutting  una, 
to  be  ready  tac  an  attempt  to  board.  While  *e 
were  thus  salUng  towards  esdi  other,  as  yea  siv, 
our  distancs  was  neceflaaiily  becoming  less,  and  lee- 
hie  that  her  stem  &g  was  that  of  the  United  Stita^ 
I  hoisted  mine  with  a  pendant,  and  fired  a  gm  trit4- 
out  ball.   Ictamd  wp  my  mainaail  tn  order  tkat  U< 
ahotdd  atop  Mar  angina  for  ma  to  eaeamme  her; 
tills  WIS  not  done ;  utd  as,  on  the  ocmtniy,  Acr 
moaemanta  totoardamewaraaergauapiciout^lotieKi 
another  gun  to  be  fired,  with  iiaU,  tn  a  dtreetiMtay 
mde  of  tfu  ateamboat,  vhiek  wot  done  at  a  noJtce  Sx 
her  to  stop.   Instead  of  doing  so,  however,  she  con- 
tinued on  her  course,  aa  if  vrith  a  tiev  of  gttfy>s 
paa  me  to  the  leetoard.  When  I  got  within  q>eakiiir 
distance,  I  hailed  her  three  timea  with  a  troinpet,  ma 
she  did  not  deign  to  give  any  repfy  to  ntber  olL 
On  the  fonrtii  cdl,  an  imUvidual  answered,  loaS^ 
mawiUiahiae,  and  tailing  ma  if  Itaamkilatmlm 
papartt  lahamd  ooma  on  board  hia  boaL   M  tta 
was  spoken  without  the  q;)ealcfaig  trumpet ;  and  il- 
tlwn^  As  10M  coiled  on  to  atop,  in  order  that  V» 
papers  and  his  boat  should  be  Tiuted,  be  did  not  do 
so,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  oontumed  lo  inaali  m/ 
politieal  maignia  bg  (As  graaaaal  ahaeaaitim  aadtaa' 
gwge. 

In  consequence  of  the  [nuceediiKS,  I  fired  two 
cannon  and  &ree  iniiskets,  not  aimed  at  the  cbsn"', 
fot-  the  purpose  of  Intimidating  her,  that  ahe  dnsid 
do  as  required.  She,  however,  took  no  notice  of  it, 
but  conthined  on  lier  way,  letting  off  ber  Meani, 
which  was  very  hirii,  so  near  me,  that  theaihasad 
some  Winn  water  fell  on  board  of  my  veasel 
"Qodand  Liberty  1^ 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Ocbhiko,  refeired  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  AfiUrs. 


TussDAT,  Ifa  J  8. 

Death  <if  t&e  Son.  Joab  Laislee, 

Mr.  Ltoh,  of  Alabama,  addressed  tbe  Hobh: 

Mr.  Bpukbb:  I  have  tbe  meJanoholydn^to 
perform  of  annonncing  to  this  Honae  the  dMU 
of  one  of  ill  memben. 

Hy-Mond  and  otdlauaey  the  Hon.  Joab  Lt^ 
UBf  ^plred  this  mOTnuig  at  Ida  kidgiiigi  in  ths 
dtr,  after  a  MoP  and  uunftil  Oliwai,  vUebJw 
bwe  with  nntuoal  fortitude  and  KMignaticML 

Leaa  than  a  week  ago,  md  be  was  pnsNit  in 
his  plaoe  ia  this  lull,  in  the  perfonnanoe  hu 
part  in  the  laliorioaB  dnty  aangned  by  the  peo- 
ple to  their  repreaentativea  Hewaeyetinw 
prime  <tf  life,  and  hu  been  ontoffintlMinidK 
of  his  naeftdnesfl. 

Bj  hia  death,  hie  hnmediate  ocmttitoeata  and 
bis  State  have  loet  an  attentive,  inteUigent,  nu 
faithfnl  Mpreaeatatire ;  hia  fionilr  ban  bin 
depriredctf  aboBhand  and&ther;  aDdaoGMr 
baa  loet  a  member,  wfaose  oondneL  in  enC 
relatfon  of  life,  waa  worthy  of  all  imititioD. 


Dm*I  of  Urn  Hon.  Jaab  Lmolar. 
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The  deceased  u^yed  the  oonfideooe  and  ee- 
teem  (hF  those  who  lawv  him  well^  to  aa  extent 
which  nothing  bat  ft  coarse  of  life  the  most 
ezemplaiT,  and  a  oharaeter  the  most  ine- 
proachable,  could  have  secured. 

In  his  State  he  had  filled  several  ofSces  of 
maoh  importance,  and  under  tlie  General  Qov- 
eniment  he  held  for  several  years  a  trust  of 
great  reepODsibility.  In  all  his  official  conduct 
in  the  varioas  pablio  stations  held  bj  him,  he 
Bcqoired  a  high  character  for  integritj  and  oa- 
pad^,  'vfhioh  no  act  of  hie  lifiB«  foni^ted  or  im- 
paired. 

His  condaot  as  a  member  d  tlus  Hooae  has 
been  in  character  witii  his  whole  life.  While 
he  was  firm  and  unwaveriug  in  the  discharge 
of  what  he  couudered  his  duty  as  a  Represent- 
ative, he  was  mild  and  nnobtro^ve  in  his  de- 

grrtment,  and  respectAil  towards  his  associates. 
B  had  lived  the  life  of  a  Christian,  and  died 
without  apprehension  as  to  the  future. 

To  testi^  oar  regret  for  his  loss,  and  respect 
for  his  memory,  I  move  the  ado|moa  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Jietohml^  Thtt  the  members  and  ofBcera  «(  this 
Boose  will  attend  th«  funeral  of  Joab  La.wlib, 
deeeaaad,  late  a  nmabar  (tf  this  Haass  itan  the 
State  of  Alabama,  to^MrroWi  at  18  o'cloek  nM* 
ridkn. 

Setotved,  That  a  committee  be  tppoiated  to  take 
order  for  auperintesding  the  foneral  of  Joab  Law- 
LKB,  deceased. 

Rttoivtd,  Thtt  the  members  and  officers  of  tUs 
HoQse  wiU  testify  tfaeir  respect  for  the  memory  of 
JoiB  Lawlkb,  by  wearing  orape  on  thdr  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

Rfoltud,  That  when  thts  Honee  adjourns  to-day, 
it  will  adjoam  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  IS  o'clock 
meridian. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notiiy  that  body  of  the  death  of  Joxm  Lawlu, 
late  a  BepresentaUre  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  that  his  Aueral  wQl  take  place  to-aunrow,  at 
IS  o'olookp  ftom  the  Hall  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepre- 
■antativas. 

The  reac^utions  were  unanimonslj  agreed  to. 


TS  aSITATB. 

TuMDAT,  May  8. 
D4ath  of  Bon.  Joab  Lmoier. 

Mr.  KiHo  addressed  the  Smate :  Mr.  Pbui- 
dknt:  Another  ofthem«nbers  of  this  OongresB 
has  passed  from  lime  to  eternity.  This  nnez- 
peoted  event  is  well  oaloalated  to  produce  the 
most  aerkma  reAeetions.  Be  ye  also  n*dy," 
aihoald  be  impwsod  mran  everjr  heart  The 
"Boa.  Joab  Lawiu,  a  Re^osoitative  ftom  tiw 
State  of  Alitoa,  bnathed  his  last  at  his  bowd- 
Ing-honse  in  this  about  9  o'oktok  this  morn- 
ing. His  sfokness  was  of  short  duration ;  hut 
a  life  devoted  to  pie^  and  virtne  enabled  him 
to  look  with  calm  and  Ohristian  reeignation  on 
the  dread  change  that  aw^ted  him. 

Mr.  Lawub  was  of  hmnUe  oriidB.  Bo  was 
deetitnte  ct  tiw  adnntageB  oC  «  IilMral  odoofr- 


tion ;  but  a  vigorous  intellect,  combined  with 
sterling  integrity,  early  recommended  him  to 
the  favorable  notice  of  his  follow-citizens,  and 
they  plaoed  him  in  the  Legislature  of  his  State. 
For  years  he  continued  to  discharge  his  duties 
in  that  ritnation  in  a  manner  so  creditable  to 
himself  so  satisfactory  to  those  he  represented, 
that  they  demanded  his  services  in  a  more  ex- 
alted station.  He  yielded  to  their  wishes,  and 
twice  has  he  been  chosen  to  represent  their 
interests  in  tiie  Ooogrees  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  President,  his  mortal  career  has  olosed. 
Wa  oonntry  has  lost  the  aervices  of  one  of  her 
most  virtwras  oltiMos;  his  bereaved  wife  aa 
affectionate  husband ;  and  bis  orphan  children 
the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  an  indulgent 
father.  To  that  desolate,  heart-stricken  family, 
I  would  say,  mourn  not  as  one  without  hope." 
The  husband — the  father — was  a  Christian.  He 
died,  as  the  Ghristian  dieth,  in  the  ftill  h<^  of 
a  blessed  immortality.  Keep,  then,  before  your 
eyes  the  purity  and  holiness  of  his  life :  live  as 
be  lived,  and  yon  may  go  to  him ;  to  yoa  he 
can  never  return. 

Mr.  K.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  nnanimoosly  adopted : 

Retcivtd,  That  the  Seoate  will  attend  the  fkineral 
of  the  honorable  Joab  Lawlir,  deceased,  which 
will  take  phee  ftora  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and,  as  an  additional  mai^  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  mem- 
bers  of  that  body  will  go  into  the  oaual  mooroiBg^ 
by  weaciog  erape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  d^ji. 


HODSE  OP  KEPEESKNTATIVEa. 

I^niTOAT,  May  10. 

Mestagofrom  the  Pmident — Tmnty-eight  Mil- 
lioju  in  Dmotit  with  Batih,  and  Fifteen  JBl- 
liom  dvejrom  Individuali^  and  the  Trea$ury 
in  DaTiger  <^  Stopping  PajftnetU. 

The  following  Message  waa  received  flrom  the 

President: 

7b  tfu  Senate  and  Bwte  of  JUprenaUaHtee : 

I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  a 
statement  prepared  bv  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
nry,  by  which  it  amiears  that  the  United  States, 
whh  over  twenty-^riit  millions  in  depodt  with 
the  States,  and  over  fifteen  millions  due  from  indi- 
vidoals  and  banks,  are,  from  the  situation  in  which 
ttwse  funds  ue  idaced,  in  immediate  danger  of  be- 
ing rendered  nmible  to  discharge,  with  good  fidth 
and  iHTomptitode,  the  various  pecuniary  obUgationa 
of  the  Qoremment. 

The  oooorreoce  of  this  reanlt  has  for  some  thne 
been  apprehended,  and  efibrta  made  to  avert  it. 
As  the  principal  difficulty  arises  from  a  protdbttion 
in  the  present  law  to  reissoe  such  Treasury  notes  aa 
might  be  pidd  In  before  Uiey  fitQ  due,  and  may  be 
eflbctnally  obviated  by  riving  the  Treasury  dulng 
the  whole  year  the  beneilt  of  the  ftill  amount  orig- 
inaUy  auueriaed ;  the  remedy  would  seem  to  bo 
obvious  and  eaay. 

The  serious  embartassnsents  hkely  to  arise  ftom 
a  kmgwcoBtinaanoa  <rf  the  ptesent  state  of  thingi^ 
htdMM  m  mpeolflilb' to  hiTlta  tho  oadlsak  aaOoB 
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of  Coitgr«M  to  tha  siiUeoi  which  may  be  oondstADt 
to  a  due  regard  for  other  pnblio  intoreata. 

H.  TAN  BUBEN. 

Kr.  Oahbixlkkci  remarked,  that  two  or  three 
days  ago,  he  made  a  motion  on  the  subject  re- 
feired  to  ia  theae  doonments,  but  whicn  £uled 
frmn  its  requiring  a  minority  of  two-ihirda.  He 
riionld  not,  at  this  moment,  renew  the  motion, 
bot  he  gave  notioe  that  he  should  do  eo  in  the 
coarse  of  the  day,  nnleas  the  privileged  qaes- 
tion  (the  duelling  report)  was  sooner  diqiosed 
of.  He  then  moved  to  refer  the  foregtong  papers 
to  a  Committee  <tf  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Unioa,  and  that  thejr  he  printed ;  agreed  to. 


FamAT,  Hay  11. 
Treaturjf  Notat, 

Ob  motion  c/[  Vx.  Oambblob,  the  oommlt- 
tee  took  np  the  Inll  to  oarrv  into  eflSwt  an  act 
ai^rored  the  twelfth  d^y  of  Ootobw,  ^gfateen 
hundred  and  thirtT-seven,  "to  anthalM  the 
iBsaing  of  Treasury  notes." 

Mr.  OAXBsaLBKo  eoDgratolated  the  oomnUt- 
tee  on  the  resamption  of  its  labors  after  so  long 
an  interval.  The  delaj  was  unfortunate.  It 
bad  been  not  only  embarrassing  to  the  Treasury, 
but  highly  injorioos  to  the  public  oreditors,  and 
to  all  in  any  manner  connected  with  the  public 
service.  It  is  an  extraordinary  oooorreDoe,  that 
a  Government,  whose  actual  resources,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  annual  receipts  and  expenditures, 
were  more  ample  than  those  of  any  other  Gov- 
ernment, should,  by  mere  delw  in  l^slatirai, 
be  vnaUe  to  ^scba^  its  obUgations  for  onr- 
rent  expeuditnres. 

All  that  the  Treasqry  requires  la  the  foil  ben- 
efit of  the  act  of  the  ]2tb  October,  as  is  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  under  consideration.  That 
act  authorized  an  issue  of  ten  millions  <Kf  Treas- 
ury notes,  redeemable  in  twelve  months  from 
the  date  when  issued,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  Government  to  collect,  in  tiie  mean 
time,  an  equal  amount  which  was  receivable  in 
1838  from-oor  banks  and  mercbaats.  Had  these 
Treasury  notes  been  redeemed  after  the  expira- 
tioa  of  ^e  twelve  months,  that  is,  between  Oc- 
tober 1888,  and  Jane  1889,  the  Treasury  would 
have  been  able  to  meet  all  its  engagemmta 
without  any  other  flnandal  measure. 

We  have  heard  muoh  here  and  elsewhere 
abont  a  bankrupt  Traasnry,  loans  and  a  pnUio,. 
debt  Such  statements  and  anticipations  are 
without  foundation.  Were  it  otherwise,  I  trust 
the  bankruptcy  of  oar  Treasury,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  public  debt,  would  not  be  subjects  of 
rejoicing.  The  country  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
commercial  revolsion,  and  Congress  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  exerciung  all  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  through  its  financial  measures, 
to  relieve  traiide  as  far  as  it  was  practicable. 
There  was  no  baiiknq)toy  of  the  Treasury.  The 
MMMiroat  ct  the  GoTemment  were  amfde,  but 
the  pnbUeeceaitaniraM  nutble  te  met  their 


engwements.  We  had  ratwded  the  credit  [ 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee  to  one,  tvo,  so. 
three  years,  and  were  abont  to  postpoDe  tt: 
payment  trf  oar  custom-house  bonds  to  trtli: 
and  fifteen  months,  and  the  debt  of  the 
banks  still  Jongw.  Thua  ttreotj  mUIioos  i 
dollaie  of  the  revome  of  1887,  and  pmioc- 
years,  wera  postponed  to  1888,  '89,  and^4ft  I» 
grant  this  inlnlgeaoe^  it  waa  neeeassrjr  to  wtu 
a  temporary  use  of  our  ore^t  for  ooe-haif  tk 
amount  of  otir  existing  reaooroes.  B«h  n 
the  origin  of  the  Treasury  note  act  of  Oototo. 

The  present  embarrassm«it  of  the  Tmes* 
does  not  arise  fVom  any  defiotency  of  reeoiiRfi 
but  from  the  mode  <A  encuting  the  ut  of  0- 
tobw.  The  rate  of  interest  on  the  notes  n 
discretionary  with  the  President,  not  exoeedu 
nz  per  cent,  per  annum.  Bad  he  directed  exf 
to  be  iMoed  under  dx  per  cent:,  most  of 
would  have  been  taken  up  by  caiHtalisticrit 
mlttad  abroad,  the  Treasury  would  han  bee 
protected;  and  no  supplementary  act  voslil  hr: 
been  necessary.  Btrt  there  existed  a  soKieniB 
of  spe<»e  pd^menta,  a  derangement  of  ^B«fK 
and  severe  oomnMreial  embarrassmsat  Ik 
immediate  interest  <tf  the  Treasury  wti  dewe 
sobcHdiuate  to  the  gweral  interests  of  tbetoe 
try.  These  int^Mts  wwe  consulted  Ijjs- 
Dishing  the  public  debtors  with  so  additiai 
medium  of  payment,  and  different  eectioiii  i 
the  Cnion  witii  facilities  of  exchange.  K(xi' 
two  millions  were  issued  at  a  nominal  niC'' 
interest,  nearly  three  at  two  per  cent,  nDim 
four  millions  at  five  per  cent.  They  vere  a- 
sequently  pud  into  the  Treasury  nine  wsi- 
before  they  weredne;  and  this  ia  the  grigiit! 
its  temporary  embarrasimeaL 


WiDSiSDAT,  May  16. 

Trecmry  IfoUa, 

On  motion  of  Hr.  OAmBELsiFa,  the  E«> 
took  up  the  "  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  Ktf- 
proved  the  12th  of  October,  1687,  to  snthou 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  reportddW 
evening,  from  the  Conunlttee  at  the  Vbw« 
the  atate  of  the  Union. 

ICr.  HomcAH  inquired  whether  \tm> 
tended  by  tUs  bill,  that  the  l^easuir  nu 
issued,  and  paid  back  Into  the  Tream?,  iboak 
heeauwUed  as  theyoame  int  Aodvillu 
power  to  issue  entire  on  the  81st  of  Owm 
1888,  as  in  the  aot  of  the  lith  of  October  t 

Ur.  OAmBBLRNO  explained  that^  as  tlw  ui 

orii^nally  stood,  according  to  his 

of  U,it  carried  with  it  aU  theprovisiouof^ 

aot;  but  some  donbts  having  been  ^'P^ 

by  various  gentlemen,  to-obviate  theni,  m  w 

extended  the  clause 'by  Inserting  tin  won 

"anlfjeot  to  all  the  conditions,  limitttioBs,  *» 

restrictions  "  of  that  act   OonBoqoai*.  ^ 

bill  would  expire  at  the  time  indioated  u  <" 

antecedent  me.  ,  -i 

Hr.  HoFiMAH  admitted  th«t  he  had  not 

atriefc  attantinLtotlie  nMndniMt  it  tb« 
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it  was  offered.  He  expressed  his  diSMnt  from 
the  mode  of  relief  proposed.  Treasnry  notes 
were  objectionable,  becanse  the/  were  anpro- 
dnctive,  and  always  would  be  depreciated; 
and  qnoted,  in  proof  of  this,  the  testimony  of 
Hr.  Gallatin.  He  adverted  to  the  free  banking 
scheme,  which  was,  as  yet,  an  nntried  experi- 
ment, and  atated  his  objections  to  soma  of  its 
features.  In  reference  to  any  mode  of  relief, 
he  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  a  direct  Umo. 

Ur.  ^iSB  sud  it  was  extraordinary  that  the 
financiers  of  tiie  .Ctoremment  should  that 
they  bad  abundant  means,  and  yet  shonld  he 
compelled  to  nse  their  credit  to  raise  mon^ ; 
and  be  made  statements  to  show  that  the  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment  which  had  fidlen  npon 
the  Oovernment  and  the  merchants,  had  also 
reached  the  mass  of  the  eomrannity,  and  was 
most  oppresstre  in  the  valley  of  the  Hissisrippi. 
When  tlie  issne  of  Treasnry  notes  was  first  prc^ 
posed,  the  same  story  of  abandaot  means  and 
temporary  expedients  was  held  ont,  and  it  was 
said  that  time  was  wanted  for  the  merchants  to 
pay  their  bonds,  for  the  deposit  bulks  to  pay 
what  they  owed,  and  the  issne  of  IVefisorr 
notes  wonld  accomplish  all  that  was  dedred. 
All  this  had  been  granted,  and  now,  {n  the  same 
way,  more  time  was  asked,  and  the  Issning  of 
more  Treasnry  notes.  He  referred  to  the  ob- 
jection that  tiiere  was  not  time  to  negotiate  a 
loan,  and  said  he  thoogbt,  though  he  was  not 
antborized  to  say  so,  that  Nioholas  Biddle 
wonld  take  the  loan,  and  pay  the  ten  millions 
in  specie.  That  monster,  he  said,  bad  widi* 
stood  the  colossal  power  of  the  Ooveraraent 
when  it  was  cotossal ;  and  had  matntuned  tlie 
credit  of  his  bank  at  home  and  abroad ;  and 
now  that  the  Government  was  weak,  and  was 
brought  into  contempt  everywhw^  Nioholas 
Biddle  was  able  to  loan  Uie  ten  millions  which 
the  Government  required  to  anstoin  their  flsoai 

He  oompared  the  presant  issue  witti  that  of 

continental  money  under  the  Confederation, 
and  called  this  the  least  valuable  promise,  be- 
cause it  was  not  pr<B$mti,  but  prmenti  aotoen~ 
dvm  in  fuUro;  and,  after  describing  a  note  of 
the  old  emission,  he  showed  and  described  a 
caricature  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and  inferred 
that  the  people  held  such  expedients  of  the 
Government  in  derision.  He  would  lud  the 
Government  with  all  needful  Ainds,  but  he  pre- 
ferred the  direct,  open  manner  of  a  loan. 
.  Mr.  Btsuh  replied  to  some  of  the  attacks 
made  np<m  the  Adminhrtration,  and  contended 
that  the  woposed  mode  of  obtaining  ftmds  was 
ad(9ted  in  order  to  prevent  a  pressnre  upon 
tlie  merchants,  who  had  asked  fbr  extension, 
and  to  prevent  a  sudden  and  opprrasive  call 
upon  the  States  fbr  the  moneys  depodted  with 
them.  It  was  a  measure  intended  to  aid  and 
relieve  the  country.  Since  the  light  of  knowl- 
edge had  burst  upon  the  world,  and  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  rulers  had  been  exposed,  there  was 
littie  danger  that  tiie  people  could  he  long 
enslaved ;  and  It  fru  u  Mmseqiienoe  of  tiM 


milightened  eondhlon  of  the  age  that  tike 
dominanoe  of  the  bank  had  been  ndated  and 

crushed. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  commented  upon 
the  extraordinary  character  of  the  President's 
Message,  and  the  eommnnication  of  the  Secre- 
tary (»  the  Treasury,  and  continued  at  length 
an  investigation  of  various  questions  ooune<^ed 
with  the  state  of  the  eurrenoy,  insisting  that  a 
loan  was  preferable  to  the  iaene  of  iWsnry 
notes,  and  that  a  loan  ooold  be  readily  uid 
speedily  negotiated  in  this  ooontry;  and  de- 
fending the  condoet  of  tiie  Ui^ted  States  Bank 
of  Fennel  vania,  in  the  pnrohase^of  ootton,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  ooatbern*  planters,  and 
paying  the  foreign  debt  of  the  country.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  better  to  resort  to  a  loan 
in  Europe,  rather  than  to  tiiia  measure,  and 
supported  that  ground  by  reference  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  in  past  times,  and  eBp&< 
dally  to  the  times  of  'WaBhingt<Hi,  Jeflferson, 
and  Madison,  who  had  all  been  m  favor  of  that 
mode  of  obti^iung  necessary  supplies. 

Mr.  OuBBHAir  remarked  that  the  snbjeot  had 
been  fkil^  disoaaaed,  and  the  hour  was  late,  so 
he  moved  the  prerioaa  question,  which  call  was 
sostdned,  and  the  main  qnestion  was  wdered. 

Mr.  Omnmx  a^d  sir  th^  yeas  and  nan 
thereon,  which  woa  the  engroaniHit  of  the  UU; 
and  th«y  were*- 

TsAS. — Uessrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdaall,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
BronsoD,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Jolm  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clevdand,  Coles,  Connor,  Crslg,  Ctary, 
Cusbnutn,  Daree,  DeOnff,  Dromgode,  Dnncan,  Bo- 
wards,  Inmore,  Farringtoo,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
Oallup,  James  Oariand,  OtasootA,  Grantiaad,  (kant^ 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hsnunond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Ingfaain,  TImnbm  B.  JatdcsoD,  Joseph  Johnson,  Mat 
J<nes,  John  W.  Jmes,  Keim,  Kemble,  Gilmore, 
Kliiigensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loo^B,  James  H.  Uason,  Martin,  UcKay,  Robert 
HcClellan,  AbTsham  McCleUan,  HcClure,  Miller, 
MoQ^meiy,  ]C<»gan,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  FSr- 
ker,  Farmeater,  Fennybacker,'  Fetrikin,  Fhelps,  Rdc- 
en&  Potter,  I^t,  Prentiss,  Bariden,  Reily,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sieplor,  Snyder,  fen- 
cer, Steuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toncey,  Taniey, 
Vail,  Wagner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Tell 
—106. 

Kats. — Xesan.  Adams,  Alezsnder,  Heman  AUen, 
John  W.  AUen,  Ayorin,  BeU,  Kddle,  Bond,  Bn^ 
den,  Brin^  WOUsm^  Oalfioan,  John  Calboon, 
William  fi.  Campbdl,  Garter,  Cbamben,  Cheatham, 
Childa,  Chuk,  Cofflo,  Oorwio,  Crsmtoa,  Crockett, 
Curds,  CusUng,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dmnl^ 
Dunn,  Bvans,  £rereU,  Swing,  BJcbard  Fletcha>, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Oariand,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halstesd,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hemr,  Herod,  Hofifaaan,  Hopkins, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Heniy  Jdinsni,  Wlliam  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Uncohi,  Marvin,  Samson  Mmou, 
Maury,  Hay,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  ViHigwi, 
Mitchell,  C,  Morris,  Naytor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Peek, 
Pope,  Potts,  Randol^  Heed,  BMtdier,  Kl^pmyt 
BobertsoD,  lUiUiaaB,  Bmas^,  Bnsssll,  SttglMii^ 
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Charid  Bhepwd,  Shields,  8Uil«7,  SUde,  Bootinto, 
Stmlr,  Stntton,  IViUarnro,  nMnnpMm,  TUUuAaat, 
Toland,  Undenrood,  Albert  S.  White,  J(Aa  Wlute, 
EUaba  WhitUesey,  Lewii  Williams,  fiherrod  WU- 
BainSt  Jos^h  L.  WUliams,  ChristopliCT  H.  WOUams, 
Wise,  and  Yorice— 99. 

Mr.  WiLLUHB,  of  Efliitadcr,  moved  to  reoom- 
mit  ^e  bill  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
1^  abtte  of  the  UidMif  with  iostractioas  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of 
the  Bank  the  United  States,  and  in  the  event 
that  thejr  oonld  not  be  sold  in  time,  then  to  aa- 
thorize  the  issae  of  two  millionii  of  Treafflirj 
notes  for  Uie  .immediate  wants  of  ^e  Govern- 
ment ;  and  also  to  anthorize  a  loan  of  sach  sam 
as  might  be  necessarr  for  the  aotoal  wants  of 
Ihe  Oovenament,  until  saoh  sale  can  be  made. 

This  motion  was  out  off  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  paseed. 

The  question  being  on  adopting  tlie  litie, 

Mr.  AoAKe  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
**to  cury  into  eflbot  the  act  approved  the  12th 
day  of  Oictober,  18ST ; "  which  was  agreed  to. 

Ifr.  Flbtohes,  of  Massadrasetta,  moved  to 
insert  the  fi:dlowing:  "to  meet  the  current 
^szpoiBes  <^  the  Govenimtot;"  wUoh  was 
agreed  to. 

The  titie,  as  amended,  was  tiien  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Basidbn  said,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
himself  and  hia  friends  in  a  correct  attitude  be- 
fore this  nation,  be  would  ^ve  notice  that  he 
should  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
whidi  the  hill  was  passed.  He  preferred  the 
amendments  proposing  to  provide  means  partly 
by  loan,  and  pa^y  by  Treasory  notes,  to  meet 
the  immediate  wants  tbe  Qovwnmenti,  thou^ 
he  abould  still  vote  for  the  bill  if  ibab  ^ropoA- 
tioB  should  be  rejected. 


in  bxkate. 
Wkditbsdat,  16. 
BeaitJfotet  for  Owmmmt  Duet. 

Mr.  WwoHT,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Finanoe, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  Joint  resolutiou 
submitted  by  Mr.  Out,  proposing  to  make 
hank  notes  receivable  and  payable  lu  the  re- 
ceipts and  ezpenditores  of  the  Government, 
made  a  detidled  report 

Mr.  Bbktoh  moved  that  the  report  be  print- 
ed ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Allbh  would  only  oliserve  that  this  was 
a  very  important  pwer,  embracing  a  subject  all 
interesting  to  the  whole  people  of  this  country. 
It  was  also  veiy  long  and  elaborate— too  much 
so  to  undergo  a  very  extensive  publication  by 
the  ordinary  public  joumalB'of  the  country.  To 
supply  its  absence  from  tiiese  journals  would 
require  a  very  hurge  number  ci  copies  to  be 
printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  In  looking  into 
the  jonmaU  of  the  Senate  to  see  what  had  been 
the  practice  <tf  the  Senate  on  the  sul^ect,  he 
found  that  tiie  report  mode  by  the  post  office 
oommittee  in  1884  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  an  extra  nnmber  of  copies,  amounting  to 


80,000.  He  also  found  that  tiie  numerom^- 
umenta  ^>p«ided  to  this  report  were 
to  be  printed  to  the  number  of  80,000.  ?.e 
order  for  this  printiiu;  passed  the  Senate  bji 
vote  of  86  to  14.  lu.  A.  here,  at  the  re^ 
of  several  gentiemen,  read  the  ^eas  and  nana 
the  occasion  referred  to.  Believing  this  docs- 
ment  to  be  much  more  important  thou  the  pis 
office  repfflt  of  1834,  and  that  it  was  enectui 
that  the  people  should  have  the  follest  Mm* 
tiou  on  the  hiteresting  subject  involTcd,  he  wa 
for  printing  the  largest  number  oi  oopica  tk 
had  ever  been  ordered  in  that  body— v^ 
was  80,000. 

Mr.  Clat  expressed  himself  willing  to  tki 
for  the  printing,  and  he  only  wished  gQitlem: 
to  agree  among  themselves  what  nnmber  tb^ 
wanted,  and  he  would  vote  for  it  He  w 
surprised,  however,  that  ihe  dhtirmaa  cif  1 
committee  had  not  thought  fit  to  mom  not 
disposition  of  the  resolution  upon  wiudi  ^ 
repwt  was  made.  It.  had  been  a  sufficient  &t 
bc^re  the  oommittee^  and  from  tiie  impoiUEti 
of  the  snhject,  the  pnbUo  wonld  ezpeet  kk 
aotion  cm  it 

Mr.  MoBKts  entirely  concurred  with  hit  «'.• 
league  as  to  the  importance  of  the  docnnR 
just  read.  He  thought  it  was  just  sach  t  pix 
as  ought  to  be  extensively  circulated  to  distbisi 
the  public  mind  on  this  important  sabjecL  If 
he  could  oall  back  the  money  which  had  b» 
expended  in  printing  this  sesentm,  he  would  ^r- 
ingty  go  to  ute  expense  of  printing  tulf  iic^ 
lion  of  ocpies;  but  as  that  cotdd  not  bedns, 
he  was  wuUng  to  go  to  the  extent  moved  bf  Ib 
coUet^oe. 

The  question  on  print^g  80,000  <M{nei,n 
dedded  in  the  affirmative. 

Tub.— Messrs.  AHeii,  Benton,  Brown, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  F1llt<»^  GnmdT, 
bard,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Honton,  ITiles,  >W 
Fierce,  Boaoe,  Bobhtaon,  Smith  of  GomwctiA 
Strange,  Trotto-,  WdMter,  WiaaEu,  and  Yoi^ 
—28.  I 

Kats.— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentndr,  Op 
ton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  King,  Enia^t,  UcEetu.!^ 
rick,  Kidholaa,  Bobbhis,  B<lg^e^  Serier,  Eniii  °^ 
Indiaaa,  Spcnce,  Bwifi,  tiohnadge,  1^ptoB,.a' 
White— 19. 


BOUBS  OF  BEPRESESTATIVBa 

THint8DA.T,  May  IT. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Rabiden  to  reconiider^ 
vote  ou  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  aDOouitwi 
by  the  Cujait. 

Mr.  Babidkit  expired  that  he  was  in 
of  voting  all  neoessarr  supplies  to  the  Go^en- 
ment,  but  diflfered  with  the 
House  as  to  the  proper  mode.   He  pretenw* 
partial  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  the  «d«*" 
der  to  be  nused  by  a  direct  loan.  He 
that  time  was  of  far  more  importance  at  tQ>' 
period  of  the.  session  than  the  mode  of 


lytamrf  JfoU  Bill. 
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mesDi ;  sndL  ro  ftr  from  derixiiu;  to  biliiff  on  a 
protracted  debate,  ho  woidd  mptwelf,  shnild 
such  spring  op,  vote  for  the  previons  qneation. 
He  omy  wanted  an  opportimity  for  himself  and 
his  friends  to  place  their  names  on  the  record, 
so  that  they  could  not  be  misunderstood. 

Mr.  Boon  thoa^t  this  measure  had  alreadj 
been  debated  long  enough ;  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  the  previous  question.  The  House  seo- 
onded  the  demuid,  and  the  main  question  vas 
ordered. 

Mr.  BsoNsoN  ftsked  for  the  jwa  and  nays, 

■which  were  ordered : 

Yus. — HeBBiB.  Adams,  Alexander,  Hcmsm  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  iBiddle,  B^'i  1,  i;r.r*l..n, 
Briggs,  Wm. B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  '  -!  ' ^U, 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatbam,  Childs,  <'kii:;,  Cvilln, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cusliiiig,  Bar Les, 
Dmnifl,  Dunn,  Evtins,  Everett,  Ewiug,  R  Fletcher, 
Ullmore,  Jamea  Garland,  Kice  Qariand,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  W.Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstead, 
Harlan,  Harper,  HasUngs,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
man, Hopkins,  R.  U.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  Jobnaon, 
117. 0.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Eilgore,  Linocdn,  Uarvin, 
James  H.  Uason,  Samson  llason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well,  HcEenoan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  MUligan,  lUtchell, 
Matthias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Koyea,  Pat- 
tenon,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Bencher,  Itidgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumaey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Ai^ustine  H.  Shepperd, 
'  Charles  Shepard,  Shieldij,  Sibley,  Slade,  Soutbgate, 
Stanly,  Steuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomp- 
I  son,  Tillmgbast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  Wbite, 
I  John  Wute,  EUdia  WUttlraey,  Lewis  WmiamB, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christc^her 
,     H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Toike— 110. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
I     Beatty,  Belme,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Booldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushnvui,  Davee,  De- 
I     Graft;  Dromgoote,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
riogton,  Fairaeld,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster^  Fry,  Gallup, 
t     Glascock,  Grautlimd,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin^  Haley, 
I      Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawking.  Haynes, 
Holaey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter, 
,      Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
I     Nathamel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Eemble, 
I      Klingensnutb,  Leeare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
I      Loomis,  HarUn,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  Abrtmam 
McClellan,  HcCIurc,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Moigan,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Paricer,  Par- 
menter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pi(ien8, 
Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Rbett,  RicbaidMn, 
lUves,  Kieflbr,  Sheplw,  Snyder,  ^noerj  Taylor, 
Thomas,  "Htus,  Toucey,  Tuniey,  Viil,  Vaaderveer, 
Wagener,  WehBter,  Weeks,  Thomas  %  WUttteaey, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  jell— 109. 

Tlie  Chair  voting  in  the  negative^  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  lost 


IN  SENATE. 

Jridat,  May  18. 
TVetmiry  Notet. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WmoB^  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  eonrideraflon  of  the  1^  from  tin 


[UaT.lSML 

House  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasurj 
notes. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  this  bill 
came  to  the  Senate  yesterdar  after  12  o'clock, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  re- 
ported back  by  them  in  the  course  of  tiie  after* 
noon.  He  wanted  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether  they  had  authority 
from  the  Senate  to  meet  while  the  Senate  was 
in  session. 

Mr.  Wbioht  would  answer  the  Senatw  by 
saying,  that  no  authority  was  given  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  committee  to  meet  during  Uie  session 
of  that  day,  nor  did  any  member  of  Uie  CMn- 
mitt«e  leave  the  chamber,  to  his  knowledge. 
The  bill  was  submitted  to  each  member  of  uie 
committee  in  his  place,  three  oS  whom  concur- 
red with  him  in  lavor  of^  and  in  reporting,  the 
bill  without  amendment ;  the  others,  aothoriz- 
ing  the  report,  though  Assenting  from  the  bilL 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  said  he  did  not  expect  to  be 
called  on  to  vote  for  the  engrosameot  of  this 
bill  at  so  early  a  period  after  its  reception  from 
the  other  branch.  Scarcdy  twenty-four  hours 
had  elapsed,  and  yet  the  question  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  its  third  reading  was  called  for. 
Before  he  gave  his  vote,  be  proposed  to  say  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  the  subject.  He  b^ged 
leave  to  disolaim  any  dispontlCT  to  thwart  the 
measures  neoeesaiy  to  cany  on  the  Oorem- 
ment,  and  desired  that  it  might  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  wished  the  Government 
aided  in  carrying  on  all  tiie  great  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement^  soch  as  roads,  barbora, 
etc.,  in  wmch  it  was  engaged.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion, however,  that  there  were  other  modes  of 
raising  means  that  might  be  resorted  to,  less 
objectionable  than  thivb  proposed  by  the  bill 
before  them.  At  the  last  extra  session  he  had 
voted  for  the  issue  Mf  ten  millions  in  Treasury 
notes,  and  he  did  not  regret  it,  because,  at  that 
time,  he  con»dered  it  necessary  to  provide 
present  relief.  Congress  had  been  called  to- 
gether by  the  President  in  a  case  of  great  and 
extraordinary  emergency ;  and  yet  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  friend  of  uie  Administra- 
tion hod  avowed  their  determination  never  to 
vote  for  another  issue  of  these  notes.  One 

rat  objection  he  had  to  this  money  was,  that 
gras  continually  falling  below  par,  and  the 
■Government,  therefore,  iistead  of  paying  its 
agents,  and  public  servants  in  the  constitutional 
currency  of  the  country,  would  be  paying  them 
in  depreciated  paper.  Another  objection  pre- 
sented itself  to  bis  mind ;  which  was,  that  It 
was  bad  policy  to  get  into  the  habit  of  raising 
money  by  su<^  means.  There  was  now  no  ex- 
igency, no  veiy  particular  emergency;  at  all 
events,  it  had  not  been  made  to  appear  that 
there  was  an  emei^^oy  to  justify  such  a  step. 
Congress  had  already  been  m  seasjon  five  good 
months,  and  yet  we  had  heard  nothing  of  sooh 
a  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  tiie  Treasury.  In  faot, 
there  could  be  no  crisis  now  which  a  vigilant, 
systematic,  and  prudent  offioar  would  not  have 
CAilier  ftnwaen.  Mr.  W.  omtendad  that  the 
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Mr.  OAtBOCK  said,  a*  tbe  bill  wan  now  on  iti 
pasnge,  he  was  desirons  of  stating,  in  &  few 
words,  the  reasons  whitA  would  govern  him. 

The  bill  was  oertidnly  liftble  bat  to  little  ob* 
Jeotioa  as  to  tiie  details ;  bnt  he  oontd  not  give 
It  fate  sopport  He  fek  satisfied  that  we  liad 
arrired  at  the  period,  when  one  of  two  courses 
of  poltQ7  onghk  to  be  pvrsned  in  relation  to 
Hie  public  lands— either  to  adhere  rigldlr  to 
the  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  without  makiDg 
anjr  mat«rial  ehaage^  m  to  inake  a  oeirion  w 
them  to  tiw  new  States  within  whose  Umits 
tiie/  are  reqwetirely  .sitDatcd,  on  ienna  mntn- 
allj  satis&otorj.  It  cannot  be  disgalsed,  that 
the  extant  of  interests  inTolved  in  the  pnbllo 
domain  is  too  great,  and  the  parties  interested 
too  powerful  and  inflaential,  to  permit  the  laws 
which  regulate  and  dispose  of  tne  pabllc  lands 
to  be  the  sabjeot  of  ft^nent  cbanses.  Nmner- 
ooB  and  popmons  as  those  States  hare  now  be- 
come, (at  which  he  rqoioed,)  it  was  impoanble 
to  prevent  this  might/  stake  from  being  thrown 
into  the  part/  stni^es  of  the  da/,  and  from 
having  a  most  penucions  effect  on  onr  politics, 
so  long  as  the/  are  nnd«r  our  control,  unless  we 
abonld  abataia  ahogethw  from  tonohlng  them, 
which  he  fonnd  was  impossible. 

It  was  well  known-  that,  nnder  this  impres* 
rion,  he  was  in  favor  of  oe^g  them  to  the 
States,  as  the  onl/  practicable  remedy  egsmst 
the  evil  he  apprehended,  and  that  under  it  he 
had  introdaoea  a  bill  to  oede  Uiem.  He  hoped 
that  tiie  Committee  on  Public  Lands  wonld  call 
up  the  bill  at  an  early  day.  He  was  prepared 
to  ^ve  it  his  best  aid ;  and  he  did  hope  it 
wonld  receive  the  sanotton  of  the  Senate.  In 
the  mean  time,  be  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  vole  ag^nst  all  measnres  which  provided  for 
any  material  change  in  the  land  lawa,  as  ih^ 
now  stood. 


BOUBK  or  KBPBB8SHTATIVXB. 

IbnrDXT,  April  16. 

Ur.  Shields  presented  tlie  following  Joint 
preamble  and  resolntions  of  the  Legislatare  ot 

Tennessee: 

Whereas  we  have  been  snxions  sod  attentive  ob- 
servers of  the  progress  of  erents  in  Texas,  and  have 
not  been  amnoved  spectators  of  her  late  galUnt  sad 
^orious  stnigj^  for  freedom,  and  have  seen  that 
naedom  adiieved  by  those  near  and  dear  to  us  by 
fte  tlM  of  kindred  and  common  ancestry;  and 
wbereM  we  have  seen,  by  a  vote  of  tiie  people  of 
fltat  Repablic,  an  anxkms  desire  manifested  to  be- 
eome  dtiwem  ot  tbeSQ  United  States ;  and  wberots 
we  believe  that  the  gallant  and  cfaivalroos  hnverj 
of  Texans  in  their  struggle  for  liberty  and  flree  Oov- 
ecnment,  is  an  assarance  of  their  worth,  and  saffi- 
cfent  evidence  of  their  qualification,  to  entitle  them 
totvotherboodandcMienahipwithas;  andwhoeas, 
also,  we  believe  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
these  United  States  Is  a  consnmniation  devontly  to 
be  wlihed,  and  an  end  worthy  oar  best  exertions  to 
attdn,  If  it  ean  be  dime  wittioat  an  iDflnaJtiosk  of  the 


[Sans  Comb. 

law  trf  nations,  or  a  depsrtore  flmn  the  poG^  or 
l^im^lea  <rf'  Uiis  Government : 

Mow,  therefore,  Retolted  bg  tht  Oeneral  Ataemily 
of  the  SUUe  of  Tentuuee,  That  we  desire  most  anx- 
iously that  Texas  be  aeqnired  by  ftcse  Uidted  States ; 

sod, 

Retelvei,  That  our  Senators  and  Bepreecntadvea 
in  Congress  be  informed  of  onr  desire  to  acquire  the 
territory  of  Texas,  and  to  annex  it  to  Uie  United 
States  by  treaty  or  purchase,  and  at  aadi  tfaae  as 
they  msy  deem  roost  expedient 

RmiiMit  T%at  a  copy  of  this  |H«ambie  and  theaa 
resolati<ms  be  forwarded  by  the  Oovenior  of  tUs 
State  to  onr  Smaton  and  Repreeontaiivea  i&  Gon- 
gress,  with  a  lequest  that  they  Introdnoe  them  to  the 
considmUon  both  branches  of  Congresa 
JOHN  COCKE, 
Bp$9ktr  ef  Uu  Bomt  of  JtepnmUaH9e». 

FEBRY  H.  CAHAL, 
Bfdurof  the  ac»aU. 

FMBadJaB.S(ni8S8. 


Fjudat,  ^ril  27. 

StlaiieiM  viik  Metieo. 

The  foOowiiw  Veasage  fhnn  the  Pre^dent 
of  the  Uidted  Statea^  rec^ved  yesterday,  was 
taken 

JhthtBotmo/Repnttniativeiofiha  Uf^itiStatn: 
In  partial  compuanoe  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  lA  Bepresentatives  of  tiie  21st  ult  calling  for 
ftirtba-  infonnaUon  on  the  relaUous  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Hexican  Republic,  I  transmit 
a  report  ftom  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the 
resdatlon  wss  referred. 

(Signed)      U.  TAN  BUBEN. 

WAsmvoTOK,  26lA  Ap^^  18S8. 

[The  Message  wu  aocorapanied  by  a  report 
fttnu  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  mass  of  oor- 
respondenoe.  The  report  set  forth  tibe  reas<ms 
why  the  whole  had  not  been  sent  in,  snbstan- 
tially  that  ^1  that  was  most  material  was  for- 
nisbed ;  that  the  whole  was  very  volnminous, 
and  hwl  been  received  at  so  late  a  period  that 
there  has  be^  insnffioiei^  time  for  tranda- 
tion,  &C.] 

On  motion  of  lb-.  Howahd,  the  whole  -waa 
refoited  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfMriL 


nr  BXHATB. 

Fbidat,  April  Vt. 
ProtdcUim  t»  IndtoM^  and  a  JkHegate  to  Oui~ 
grm. 

On  motion  of  Tmn^  the  bill  to  provide 
for  tihe  secnrity  and  protection  of  the  emigrant 
wd  otiier  Indians  west  of  the  States  of  Miraoori 
and  Arkanaas,  waa  taken  np. 

Mr.  NoBvaix  objected  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
(the  8th  section)  which  provides  for  allowing 
the  ccmfederated  tribes  to  elect  a  delegate  to 
represent  them  at  the  seat  of  Oovemment  dur- 
ing the  sesaons  of  Congress ;  and  he  oljected 
particularly  to  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  pre- 
amble to  that  section  for  allowing  them  to  elect 
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a  driwate,  as  tb«  lame  argament  nH^t  be  tused 
faereftfter  in  favor  cf  a  n^ro  delegate.  He 
ne^er  wished  to  see  the  day  in  this  oonntry  in 
which  an  Indian  or  a  negro  wonld  have  a  seat 
on  the  ^oor  of  either  Eonae  of  Congress. 

Hr.  limi  said  the  g^tleman  ftom  Michigan 
was  mistaken  in  snppo»ng  that  it  was  intended 
tliat  the  Indian  delegate  should  have  a  seat  on 
tlie  floor  of  the  House  of  BepTesentatives.  The 
delegate  was  to  reside  at  the  aeat  of  govem-r 
xneot  daring  the  sessions  of  Congresa,  to  attend 
to  the  afbiTB  ot  his  pec^  general^i  to 
give  anoh  ii^iwmatiffli  to  OoDgras  aa  would 
oiable  it  to  be  befijeraoqnaixiteawilh  their  con- 
dition, and  to  legidato  with  more  oertainty  and 
effect  witii  regard  to  tiiem.  One  of  tbe  objects 
of  the  bill  was  to  elevate  the  Indian  character, 
and  to  give  tbem  respect  for,  and  confidence  in, 
likemsdves ;  and  the  most  e£F^tnal  waj  of 
doing  80  would  be  to  give  fhem  the  Incentive 
of  honorable  office ;  and  the  committee  thought 
it  important  that  such  incentives  should  he  held 
out  to  the  ambitious  and  enterprifdng  of  this 
people,  instead  of  the  ambition  thej  now  have 
to  bec^e  warlike  chiefs.   The  bill  was,  in  iiis 
opinion,  the  most  ^ec^al  measure  that  oonld 
be  devised  for  the  aeeiiii^  «f  th0  States  of  Hls- 
KHiri  and  Arfcauas,  on  the  borders  of  whieh 
nofa  numbers  of  these  bidiaiis  bad  been  thrown, 
and  also  tiie  only  feaoUe  plan  of  saving  these 
unfortunates  from  ntter  destmotion.  They  had 
been  crowded  back  by  the  white  population 
until  they  oonld  go  no  further  west,  and  now 
was  the  accepted  time  for  the  philanthropist  to 
step  forward  and  pr^rve  them. 

Hr.  Lumpkin  urged  the  Senate  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  consideration  of  the  measure,  which 
he  looked  upon  to  be  the  best  that  oonld  be 
devised,  not  only  for  the  protection  and  seonrity 
of  the  frontier  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
but  of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  as  eminently 
oakolated  to  elevate  and  improve  their  oondi- 
tioQ.  The  oltJeots  embraoed  in  this  bill  were 
not  new.  The  sul^t  had  been  before  Oon- 
gren  from  the  d^  of  General  Wa^ington  to 
the  wesent  time ;  and  by  a  reference  to  the 
pubw)  doooments  it  wowd  be  seen  that  Hr. 
JeSforson,  and  all  of  his  snooessora,  had  viewed 
it  as  worthy  of  the  most  favorable  oonsidera- 
tton  of  Congress.  He  adverted  to  the  two  able 
reports  made  on  the  sabjeot  Hr.  Monroe  and 
by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  said  that  the  snl^ect  had 
been  disoossed  until  it  would  seem  that  it  was 
not  only  familiar  to  every  member  of  CoDgresH, 
but  to  the  whole  reading  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. If  this,  he  sud,  were  not  enoogh,  the 
informaticm  presented  during  this  aession,  and 
the  aide  meeoh  of  the  hooonUe  fienator  fhm 
Indiana,  (SCr.  Tiftok,)  so  nfdeto  wltih  infimna- 
tion  and  detail,  would  be  sufficient  to  eall  the 
qmial  attention  of  every  Senator  to  the  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  NoavvLL  modified  his  amendment  by 
ttrUdng  out  the  provision  for  a  del^^  of  In- 
diiB  Ascent  to  wASo  at  the  seat  govern- 
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ment  dnring  the  seeeions  Congress,  and  to 
insert  agent  instead. 

The  object  was  to  aBow  the  trilm  an  "  agent," 
instead  of  a  "  delegate,"  as  in  the  bill,  and  to 
leave  the  compensation  to  be  settled  hereafter. 

Mr.  White  said  that,  provided  he  could  get 
the  benefit  of  having  an  agent  to  be  sent  here 
by  this  confederation,  he  did  not  care  about  the 
name  that  was  to  be  givoi  him. 

Hr.  Nobvxll'b  amendment  was  r^ected. 

Tus.— Messrs  AU^  Benton,  Brown,  Budianui, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Hvbbard,  ^ng,  Honi^ 
NUes,  Nwvell,  Fierce,  Bmith  of  Connectica^  Trotter, 
Wright,  and  Totm^— 18. 

Nats. — Heaara  Clay  t£  Eentacky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cntbbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  lann,  Lumpkhi, 
Lyon,  Houton,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rivea, 
Boane,  Bobhuon,  Rugrica,  Be*i«r,  &nHh  <A  Indiana, 
S^>aaa^  Swift  l^rttrnTwUte,  and  WilUuis— M. 


HOETOAT,  April  80. 
Protection  to  Indiatu, 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection 
of  tiie  onwrsut  and  other  Indians  west  of  the 
States  oi  Hiasonri  and  Arkansas. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Teas.— Messrs.  Olay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  K«B- 
txmkj,  CUyton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Daris,  Fulton, 
Orundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lampldn, 
Lyon,  Jferrick,  Monis,  Uouton,  Nicholas,  Pieroe, 
Preston,  lUvea,  Boane,  Bobbms,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Cooneoticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Soothatd, 
Spence,  SwiA,  TaUmadge,  Upton,  Trotter,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  Wri^  and  Tonog— «S. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  wown,  Calhoon, 
2rU«,andNornlt~e. 


HOTOB  OF  BBPKKBB1ITATITB& 

TussDAT,  Hay  1. 
Cendiiion  tff  the  TVeagury. 
ib.  CAHBBaume  presented  the  following 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury: 

Trusubt  DKPABnfm,  April  30,  ISSS. 
I  transmit  for  the  infomuitioo  oT  the  Committee 
of  Wbts  and  Means,  the  eadosed  statement,  marked 
A,  shoving  the  condition  of  tiie  Treasniy  on  this 
day,  as  toits  available  resources. 

I  remain,  very  rcspectfhlly. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

LBVI  WOODB0BT, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasmy. 
The  Hm.  C.  C.  Caitbrkleno, 
a  0.  W^  and  Means,  House  of 

A 

Amount  of  Trcasnry  Notes  iSBued  np  to  April  SMi, 

Indoslve,  per  IVeamrer's  atate- 

mant  99,42a,969  tl 

Will  prabaUy  be  bsosd  80lh  AprO       185,000  00 


9,HS,S8»  SI 

910^000,000  00 
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Gorenimeat  onrrencr,  and  hhve  not  anj  thing 
iu  the  Treasuiy  bnt  this  depreciated  paf>er,  and 
that  is  a  state  of  tbinga  which  I  will  not  agree 
to  encourage.  I  am  oppoeed  now,  and  always 
have  been,  to  all  introdaction  of  j>aper  moae^ 
as  a  depreciated  cnrrency  for  the  '^aaoTT',  and 
I  ask  agun,  if  we  cannot  pay  oar  own  does  at 
par,  who  cant 

Mr.  Oalbovh  aaii  that  he  had  not  heard, 
during  the  whole  eesnon,  a  Btronger  angoment 
in  fiftTor  of  the  policy,  that  Hie  Government 
liioiild  keep  its  own  ftands,  and  collect  them  in 
legal  and  constitational  cnrrency  of  the 
country,  than  that  Just  delivered  by  the  Sen- 
ator team  Hassacbnsetts,  (Hr.  Wibbteb.)  He 
entirdy  concurred  with  him  that  it  is  bonnd  to 
pay  its  creditors  in  tffe  legal  currency,  and  the 
importance  of  preserving  the  public  faith  from 
the  slightest  blot.  Bat  to  accomplish  this,  the 
Government  mast  always  be  kept  in  a  condi- 
tion to  meet  its  engagements,  and  how  conld 
tiiis  be  done,  but  by  collecting  its  daes  in  the 
legal  currenoy,  and  kee[diig  it  in  its  own  oas- 
todyl 

But  while  he  tells  us  that  the  Government  is 
bonnd  to  pay  in  gold  and  rilvw,  and  that  noth- 
ing short  of  that  can  preswve'  the  puldic  faith 
immaculate,  he  is  the  strenuous  advocate  of  col- 
lecting its  dnes  in  bank  notes  or  their  equiva- 
lent The  &llaey  consists  in  suppoaing  Hiat 
such  notes  are  equivalent  to  spede.  There  is 
notliing  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver  bnt  them- 
selves. Nothing  else  can  legally  pay  debts,  or 
release  the  debtor  from  bis  obligation  to  his 
creditor.  This  the  Senator  asserts,  and  insists 
on  most  correctly.  How  then  can  bank  notes 
be  equivalent;  unless  they  can  always  com- 
mand, withoat  the  posdbili^  of  failnre,  tiie 
amoant  of  gold  or  silver  that  ib^  call  f<H-  f  Is 
Boch  the  netl  On  the  oontnur,  is  tt  not  no- 
tortons  that  the  Government  has  millions  of 
bank  notes  ocdleeted,  whm  the  hanks  that  is- 
sued Uiem  were  apeeie-paying  basks,  but  which 
cannot  now  command  a  con  in  specie  t  And 
is  it  not  now  compelled  to  dishonor  its  credit, 
and  violate  its  faith,  because  it  collected  its 
duM  in  bank  notes,  and  confided  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  its  funds  to  the  bonks  ?  And  yet  while 
the  Senator  denounces  this  want  of  ability  on 
the  port  of  the  Government,  he  is  the  strennoas 
advocate  to  renew  its  connection  with  the 
banks,  under  the  fallacious  idea  that  bank  notes 
and  bank  credit  are  equivatent  to  n>ecie ;  ixMig, 
in  A  word,  the  very  thing  again  which  has  snb- 
Jeoted  the  Government  to  the  neeesri^  vhidt 
be  so  strongly  condemns  I  Worse  than  tbSa: 
he  proposes  to  repeat  the  process,  when  it  la 
admitted  by  his  colleagne,  (Mr.  Datis,)  and 
his  distiaguisbed  iriend  behind  him,  (Mr.  C^at,) 
that  the  renewal  of  the  conneotion  most  agtdn 
be  followed  in  a  short  time  by  another  explo- 
sion, when  again  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  do  what  the  Beoator  so  Jostly 
and  strongly  condemns  I 

The  Sraator,  in  his  zeal  to  preserve  the  pub* 
lie  faith,  reoommended  that  the  Treasury  notes 


aathorized  to  be  iasoed  by  this  bill,  sbooU  i. 
made  to  bear  an  interest  at  6  per  cent,  ud 
sold  for  money  instead  of  b^ng  paid  to  4 
public  creditors.   He  did  not  explain  vbtt  k 
meant  by  money.   If  be  means  gold  ssd  aha 
does  he  not  see  how  greatly  it  wonld  inptt 
end  embarrass  the  resumption  of  specie  pit 
ments      th«  Qovemment  to  go  into  tbe  m- 
ket}  and  draw  ont  at  onoe  eight  or  tea  iml^ 
ofspedfl!  Would  hereoommeBd  tbititlh 
critical  momcoit,  when  the  banks  wen  itat 
to  resomef  If  he  means  bank  notes,  On  i 
was  nether  more  nor  less  than  to  adiiis 
Govenment  to  exchange  its  credit  for  the  «& 
oi  the  bonks  of  New  York  and  Bodoi,(At 
only  spede  payments  at  this  moment,)  and  pi 
them  6  per  cent,  to  boot,  when  it  was  DotorHi 
that  Treasury  notes  were  at  par  in  both  tboi 
places,  and  would  be  better  over  the  Ti«ii 
South  and  West  than  the  very  notes  for  f'liA 
he  proposes  to  exchange  them  1   Ibis  im- 
certuniy  be  a  veir  good  opera&Hi  for  tin 
banka,  but  wonld  be  a  yerj  bad  one  fir  At 
QoTenunent  and  p^ofde.    The  fleislor  b 
nokm  ci  Tfeuarj  notes  as  bebig  itfmauL 
Such  was  not  the  flust.   They  had  been  aim 
par  everywhere,  haUtually,  compared  vitliAi 
local  bank  notes,  except  during  ^ort  interak 
at  New  York ;  bnt  that  did  not  shew  that 
were  aetnally  depreciated.   We  all  koov  &t 
the  oorrenoy  of  New  York  has  been  in  •  tugUy 
artificial  state,  from  tbe  neceanty  its 
were  under  to  resume  specie  paymeDtsb^i 
certain  day,  or  forfeit  their  charters.  Tbe  nft 
of  ber  exchanges  with  London  deailj  pore 
the  unnatur^  condition  of  her  cu^reDc^ 
difference  in  her  fiivor  was  far  greater  lis 
oonld  be  ezplidned  by  any  opcratimi  of 
meroe,  aad  u  he  did  not  mistake^  was  gttss 
than  the  depreciation  of  the  TreasDry 
compared  with  her  local  csReooy,  vliida^ 
moustrates  that  they  have  not  been  dc{iieeiA< 
at  any  time,  compared  with  London,  fW 
may  fairly  be  considered  the  standard  itfs< 
currency  of  the  commercial  world.  Thw^" 
regretted,  with  the  Senator,  that  the  6ot» 
ment  had  not  at  all  times  been  in  the  eooto* 
to  meet  its  ragagements  in  gold  and  alfO^ 
was  some  consol^i<ai  to  reflect  that  subsUnt* 
Justice  had  been  done  to  its  creditors,  as  w" 
It  had  nsed  its  own  credit  thron^OBtthB» 
barrassing  and  painful  crins.  ^. 

The  question  before  them  was  very  s^* 
The  Gtovemment  was  out  of  money,  sod  m 
were  bnt  two  ways  «f  Bapplying  the  defiaw 
—to  borrow  it,  or  to  nee  lU  own  credit;  » 
the  question  was,  whioh  ahonld  be  dow'  T 
Senator  otjeoted  strongiy  to  the  latter,  brt  m 
could  not  poedbly  be  more  oi^Kiaed  to  it  iw 
be  (Mr,  0.)  was  to  tiie  former.  ItM'»*?f 
attempt  disguise.  Those  who  advocate  >  i"^ 
mean  to  fbroe  the  Government  to  exchasgei" 
credit  for  that  of  the  banks.  TogiwajJ 
conception  how  tbe  blending  <tf  the 
tiie  Government  with  the  banks  operated, 
hi  relation  to  ladividiulB,  ana  the  GonnB^ 
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he  would  illtwferate  his  oonception  }3j  a  itatft- 
ment  of  a  case.  Take  three  individaals,  near 
neighbors,  and  of  eqoal  wealth  and  credit :  mj 
three  planters,  each  worth  a  himdred  thousand 
dollars,  free  of  debt,  and  of  eqnal  diaraoter  for 
fidehty  in  meeting  their  en^igementa,  and  call 
them  A,  B,  and  O.  It  is  manifest  that,  each 
being  of  eqoal  credit,  neither  wontd  think  of 
exchanging  his  credit  for  either  of  the  others, 
maoh  Um  of  paylttg  a  dlflforcnce  in  the  exotiaoge. 
Bnt  let  GoTemment  interfere  and  tdce  np  C, 
and  confer  banking  prirUeges  upon  him — that 
is,  AQthoriza  hia  promiaeory  notes  to  be  reoeived 
in  ita  does  and  tiM  parehase  of  Its  dom^,  and 
give  him  the  nie  of  tta  ftmda  between  the  pe- 
riods ot  ooUeotion  and  disbnmments,  and  this 
equality  will  be  destroyed.  A  and  B  voald 
now  call  it  an  aoeommodatlon  td  obtidn  0*s 
notes  in  exchange  for  theirs;  nay,  O  wonld 
disdain  to  exchange,  nnless  the  one  shooid  en- 
dorse for  the  other,  and  pay  him  six  per  eent 
difference ;  and  to  this  exaction  they  wonld  be 
compelled  to  snbtnit.  A,  for  instance,  wishes 
to  settle  a  son  in  the  West ;  and  for  tiie  purpose 
of  parehaslng  land  from  the  Qovenaaeat,  de- 
sires to  raise  ten  thousand  dollars.  Neither  his 
note  nor  B's  can  bay  land ;  and  to  obt^n  the 
means,  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  B,  get  his  en- 
dorsement, which,  from  his  perfect  confldonoe 
In  his  neighbor,  he  gives  for  nothing,  and  f^res 
his  note,  with  the  Joint  credit  of  Imth,  in  ex- 
change for  O'b  note,  deducting  nearly  seven 
dollars  In  the  hnndred,  or  nearly  seven  hon- 
dred  on  the  whole.  Hto  son  puts  the  note  in 
his  pocket-book,  and  goes  off  to  the  West, 
where,  through  the  magic  of  banking  privi- 
leges, it  is  converted  into  solid  and  fertile  acres. 
Presently  the  Government  gets  oot  of  m(Hiey ; 
and  all  tiie  friends  of  0  (a  nnmeroua  hoet)  zral- 
onsly  insiet  that,  instead  of  using  its  own  notes, 
it  should  sell  them  to  O  in  excluuige  fbr  his, 
and  pay  the  same  difference ;  and  thto  they  eall 
■  loan— borrowing  money  1  The  thing  is  mon- 
Btroos. 

Thus  r^;arding  it,  he  has  long  considered 
public  loans  amongst  tiie  greatest  imporitions ; 
and  he  was  aoeordingly  mortally  <mposed  to  a 

EnbUo  debt  When  there  was  a  dracit,  it  was 
etter  by  &r  for  the  Government  to  use  its  own 
««dit  direoUy,  nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  im- 
possible^ if  the  laws  which  govern  credit  and 
circulation  were  fhlly  understood,  to  supuwde 
a  resort  to  any  other  resouree,  without  burthen- 
]ng  the  public  irith  the  heavy  and  pemi<nous 
load  ot  debt,  contracted  for  the  most  part  by 
the  exchange  of  its  own  credit  for  that  of  the 
banks,  in  the  form  of  bank  notes. 

If  IVeasary  notes  were  really  bek>w  par,  as 
aaierted  by  tiie  Senator,  it  would  not  be  at  all 
surprising,  and  might  he  eaidly  explained. 
Their  value  mainly  Spends  on  th^r  reoeivabU- 
ity  in  the  public  dues,  and  it  might  be  antici- 
pated that  the  liberal  indulgmoe  given  to  the 
public  ddt»ton  at  the  extra  eesiinL  would  tend 
to  deprees  tiiem  in  the  maricit:  and  it  is  a 
IHoof  of  the^i^h  estimate  ^aeea  on  them 
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the  public,  that  t^ey  have  been  so  little  a&oted. 
Thnr  depreciation  during  the  late  war,  when 
they  sank  below  the  value  of  bonk  notes  even, 
during  the  period  of  the  snspention  of  spede 
payments,  has  often  been  urged  i^^inst  their 
ase,  Notliing  was  more  easy  of  explanation. 
The  Gk>vemment  had  the  weakness  and  folly 
to  permit  it,  by  its  own  volantary  acts,  by  put- 
ting bank  notes  of  every  description  on  a  level 
wiui  Treasury  notes  in  all  its  transactions,  while 
the  banks  on  their  part  refused  to  put  them  oa 
a  level  with  theirs  in  their  transactions.  The 
result  was,  that  bank  notes  could  perform  all 
the  functions  at  dronlataon,  pnblio  and  private, 
while  Treasury  notes  oonld  perform  only  a  part. 
Their  depreciation  followed  as  a  matter  ttf 
course,  under  the  known  laws  that  regnU^  clr- 
cnlation.  The  use  of  bank  credit  by  Govern- 
ment had  been,  in  his  opinion,  the  source  of 
great  mischief^  both  in  this  ooontry  and  Eng- 
land.  It  was  the  parent  of  the  enormous  debt 
tiiot  has  pressed  so  heavily  on  the  energies  of 
the  latter,  as  great  as  they  are.  He  had  barely 
touched  on  a  range  of  questions  littie  explored 
as  yet,  but  intimately  connected  with  the  pro- 
grces  and  pro^)erity  of  the  country.  When- 
ever the  elMnents  of  a  true  and  stable  currency 
were  aacertained,  he  Mt  assured  that  it  would 
be  found  to  consist  partly  of  gold  and  ^ver, 
and  of  paper,  resting  not  <ai  the  credit  and  aor 
thority  of  banks,  but  of  the  Government  itsdl 
Mr.  Wbbstxb  «dd :  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
to  hear  the  Senatw  flrom  Soutii  Carolina  say 
that  he  has  found  my  argument  ogainst  Treas- 
ury notes  a  very  good  one  in  favor  of  separat* 
ing  bank  and  State,  for  the  pt«sent  state  of  the 
gentieman's  mind  is  such  uiat  he  would  find 
Bn<^  an  argument  anywhere,  on  any  sobjeclh 
and  on  any  occasion.  So  deeply  is  he  inmiersed 
in  this,  his  favorite  subject,  that  I  verily  be- 
lieve, if  he  ^ould  hear  a  disoonrse  on  theology, 
or  a  philesophioal  dissertation,  he  would  start 
up  and  say  it  contained  fine  doctrines  for  ^- 
voroft.  Bnt  what  did  I  a^  tooohing  the  doo- 
triae  d  divorce  ?  I  indated  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  fhlfil  its  oontroots;  hut  what  has 
that  to  do  witii  ^vorce  ?  IHd  I  oontwid  that 
the  Government  should  pay  any  thing  not 
equivalent  toq>eoiet  I  contend  that  Treasury 
notea  can  never  l>e  at  par,  and  by  that  I  mean 
at  the  established  rates  according  to  law.  The 
gentleman  says  they  are,  and  have  been,  at  par, 
because  they  are  equal  to  par  in  New  York. 
But  he  might  as  well  say  that  broaddoth,  or 
molasses,  or  any  other  merchan^se,  is  at  par. 
His  proposition  is  that  they  are  equal  to  par  in 
New  York  for  the  London  market.  But  what 
of  that  1  X  mean  that  th^  ore  not  equivdaut 
to  gold  and  rilver,  in  the  eorreiu?,  and  Moord- 
ingto  law. 

He  speaks  of  our  exchanging  credit  with  the 
banks,  and  paying  the  difference.  What  does 
he  mean  by  credit  f  If  he  means  that  the  Gov- 
ernment can  contract  loans  on  as  good  terms  aa 
the  hanks^  that  is  not  denied.  But  what  would 
yon  eall  a  cheek  wUdh  li  i^ven  oa  a  bankt 
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If  that  credit?  It  is  not  credit ;  it  U  a  thing 
entirelr  dififoreat.  To  make  the  two  cms  at 
■11  aliKfl,  the  Oonrnnient  p^>er  mnit  be  re- 
deemable in  ipeciet  tui  denuud,  at  the  Treas- 
mj ;  and  then,  I  dare  ear,  its  wonld  be 
veiT  good.  He  asks  if  Mr.  Astor  would  pay  a 
bau  for  its  credit  Mr.  Astor,  and  eveir  man, 
however  large  their  capital,  and  credit,  borrow 
monej'  of  the  banks  when  they  wish  to  do  it, 
on  time,  hecanse  that  mon^  Is  payable  in  spe- 
cie. The  gentieman  oaUs  ntat  an  exohaoge  of 
credit  for  credit  Bat  yon  cannot  say  that  a 
note  on  time  is  eqairalent  to  a  bank  note  com- 
manding the  specie ;  they  are  entirely  different 
The  gentleman  says  that  the  Government  credit 
is  the  best  in  the  world ;  bat  it  is  not  the  beet 
in  the  war  that  the  Government  vsea  it  here. 
If  he  a^B  bank  notes  circulate  on  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  that  does  Dot  make  Oovem- 
ment  notes  of  tlib  kind  better  than  bank  notes 
payable  and  p^d  fn  qMcie.  It  may  do  very 
well  to  help  oat  of  an  emeruenoy;  bnt  the 
crisis  is  in  his  argument,  and  the  emeigenoj  in 
his  proposition.  Paper  is  not  equivalent  to 
specie,  unless  it  is  payable  in  specie. 

I  am  asked  whether  I  would  go  the  length 
of  selling  these  Treasnry  notes  for  money,  and 
^en  whether  I  would  have  it  in  specie.  I  at 
once  say,  sell  them,  and  then  everybody  will 
know  that  there  will  be  a  choice  on^  between 
n>ecie  and  something  that  wUi  command  q>ede. 
Isay  make  your  accounts  everyirhere  in  qieeie 
or  its  equivalmt  The  gentieman  aupposes  that 
we  are  to  withdraw  the  amount  of  |10,000,000 
from  the  circnlati<m.  If  we  should  grasp  the 
Mver  and  shut  it  up  in  the  Treaaory  vaults, 
that  would  be  altogether  ii^urioaa,  and  the  gen- 
tieman,  therefore,  uses  a  ver^  good  argument 
to-day  agdnst  what  he  ui^ed  six  months  ago. 
He  now  says,  if  we  withdraw  so  much  specie, 
it  would  cause  embarrassment ;  bnt  what  did 
he  think  of  demanding  it  for  revenue?  He 
now  says  that  this  Treasury  note  bill  Is  a  most 
necessary  step  for  all  the  banks.  He  then  saw 
no  iDConvenlence  in  demanding  payment  in  spe- 
cie ;  it  wonld  not  embarrass  the  oountrx,  and 
was  the  only  just  mode  of  ooUeotiog  the  rev- 
enue. Let  our  Secretary  of  the  Treuory  be  a 
man  of  Just  and  liberal  policy,  addicted  to  no 
mere  theories,  and  bound  down  by  no  party 
dogmas,  and  he  will  make  the  disposition  of 
these  notes  in  the  market  in  a  few  days,  dis- 
torbing  nobody,  and  giving  no  occasion  for 
these  agitations  and  alarms;  it  is  the  contin- 
uing those  Treasury  notes,  and  njeetituf  the 
practice  of  twenty  years  for  dreams  and  tbe- 
oriea,  that  creates  all  diffloulties. 

But  the  gentieman  asks,  is  not  the  Govern- 
ment to  use  its  own  credit?  Certainly  it 
shonld ;  and  it  is  right  that,  like  Individuals,  it 
should  get  money  and  pay  its  own  debts.  It 
should  use  it  now ;  bnt  is  it  a  proper  use  of 
Government  credit  to  force  it,  Instead  of  the 
money,  on  its  creditors  ?  Is  it  justice  to  tell  its 
«redit<»i,  though  you  prefer  spade  or  the  notes 
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of  HwoieiMjiDg  banks,  jon  shall  bsre  ov 
credit  only! 

And  now  to  go  back  to  his  example  of  the 
three  fknners,  A,  B,  0.  The  -nntlMian  mp- 
poses  tiiat  the  Government  anthorini  tbe  re- 
ceipt of  the  pa^r  of  O,  so  that  he  mmy  mstke 
purchases  direcUy  of  Giovemmuit,  which  A 
and  B  cannot  do  without  endoned  notes  mt  in- 
terest, and  he  says  that  this  isjnstthecaae  vi^ 
the  banks.  I  say  it  is  not  the  case,  and  that 
every  idea  of  credit  involves  time  and  ooDTett- 
ibiHty ;  and  if  it  does  not,  it  is  nothing.  The 
notes  of  the  bank  are  mcmey  in  effeofc,  and  to 
say  that  their  paper  is  oa  time,  and  that  there 
is  merely  an  exchange  of  credit,  is  what  im> 
man  can  say  with  proprieW.  Snppoaa  one  of 
your  oSoere  tn  the  eitf  d  Kew  i  oric  sells  a 
Treasury  note^  and  he  gives  yon  a  cheek  on  one 
ot  the  banks  ikying  tpeeie,  so  that  yo«  can  go 
across  the  street,  and  get  it  if  yon  ehooee,  is 
there  any  change  of  eredit  If  you  receive  the 
notes  of  Uie  t>anK,  when  yon  can  go  at  once  and 
gettheqiedet  It  is  not  an  exchange  <^  credit; 
ft  is  an  exchange  of  credit  for  money,  if  yon 
give  your  note  on  time,  for  specde,  or  the  equiv- 
alent of  specie.  This,  Mr.  Astor,  or  any  other 
individual  wonld  do,  if  he  wi^ed  to  oae  his 
cre^t  f6r  what  wookl  |^ve  him  an  *™"tJVitf 
command  of  specie. 

Mr.  CA1B.OVS  would  not  notice  the  criticiaa 
with  which  the  Senator  opened  his  remarics,  as 
he  ooniMered  that  as  intended  for  the  gaUeir. 
He  had  l<mg  noticed  that,  when  hard  pressed 
in  a^nnmiL  the  Senatw  always  resorted  to 
sarcann  or  ridicnle ;  and  tiiera  were  few  oec^ 
siiHu  in  which  he  more  needed  tfaur  ud  thaa 
the  present  He  never  aocnsed  tbe  Senator  of 
saying  that  bank  notes  should  be  farced  <m  the 
public  creditor  by  the  Government;  on  tbe 
oontratT,  he  rested  his  nemarks  on  the  ffronnd 
assumed  by  him,  -and  whitdi  he  entir^y  ap- 
proved, that  it  could  not,  in  good  fisith,  dis- 
charge its  debts  in  any  medium  hut  gold  and 
'  silver,  which  he  regarded  as  a  conclmdve  argn- 
ment  why  it  should  collect  its  dues  in  tbe  kgai 
currency,  and  keep  its  own  Amds  under  ita  own 
i  custody,  that  it  might  always  be  in  tbe  condi- 
tion to  preserve  its  credit  On  the  contrary, 
the  Senator  was  in  favor  of  receiving  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks,  on  the  cround  that  they 
were  equivalent  to  gold  and  nlver.  Here  lia 
the  delurion  of  the  Senator,  To  be  equivaloit 
iMtoie  equal  in  all  re^teetM  ;  and  yet,  while  tbe 
Senator  coufssses  that  they  are  not  equal  in  the 
discharge  of  the  debts  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment, he  holds  them  to  be  equal  in  tbe  pay- 
ment of  debts  to  it  TIm  truth  is,  that  it  is  a 

{mre  fiction  to  ooudder  bank  notes  aa  eqniva- 
ents  to  specie, 

Bnt  the  Senator  lias  gone  a  step  farther.  He 
says  that  bank  notes  are  not  credit  and  do  not 
rest  on  credit  I  Hot  credit!  He  would  not 
waste  his  breath  in  cUqtelUng  no  wild  and 
strange  a  delnsicm,  whlflh  aU  anmnd  ns  imolaha 
to  be  the  merest  ^lantom.  So  &r  from  being 


Digitized  by 


I^ATBS  OF  OONGBSSS. 


676 


Sd  Sm.] 

speae,  repreMiitiiig«peol«^  w  TMtliig  on  Bpede, 
or  being  neceasarOy  conTWted  into  fpe«ne  oa 
demaud,  thej  are  nothing  but  credit,  credit, 
credit,  throughout. 

8iace  the  days  of  the  deport  bank  of  Amster- 
dam, hank  notea  never  have  lepreaented  apeeie^ 
The  first  act  of  a  bank,  even  when  specie  was 
actoally  pidd  in,  which  was  rarely  the  case,  was 
to  get  clear  of  it,  except  a  small  portion,  br 
lending  tt  out.  The  real  bank  capital,  on  which 
they  munly  did  bouneas,  was  the  notes  dis- 
oonnted,  which  rested  on  the  credit  of  the  draw- 
ers and  endorsers,  and  on  their  credit  and  sol* 
vency  depended  the  credit  and  eoWenoy  of  the 
banks.  It  was,  in  &ct,  tiieir  wedit,  converted 
into  bank  not«^  and  backed  1^  the  Govern- 
ment credit,  on  whidi  bank  oarrenoT  rested. 

The  Senatw  seems  to  think  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  bring  and  keep  Treasury  notes  at  par 
with  gold  and  Bilv».   In  reply,  he  would  refer 
to  the  &ct  already  mentioned.  It  appeared  by 
the  Intelligencer,  now  on  his  table,  ^at  they 
are  now  at  par  with  specie  at  New  York.  But 
he  had  a  much  stronger  fact.   The  Prussian 
Government,  which  he  r^arded  as  the  l>eBt 
administered  at  present  in  Europe,  had  a  per- 
manent issue  of  Treasury  notes  of  a  large 
amount,  which  were  not  only  at  par  with 
specie,  bat  habitual^  bore  a  premiun ;  which 
completely  reftites  tbe  assertion  <tf  the  Smator. 
The  Government,  in  all  dvUized  ooontriea,  is 
the  great  money  dealw.  Its  fiscal  action  per* 
vades  the  whole  oommnnily.  and  affects,  more 
m  less,  erery  individnal  in  it,  and  it  must,  of 
ooarse,  create  a  general  donand  for  whatever 
it  receives  and  disburses  aa  money  in  the  man- 
agement of  its  fiscal  oonoems.   To  this  onr 
^vemment  adds  the  possession  of  a  booodless 
and  fertile  dom^n,  wnich  Is  in  the  coarse  of 
rapid  settiement,  and  that  necessarily  creates 
an  extennve  demand  for  whatever  is  received 
in  payment  for  it.   It  is  these  demands  which 
wiU  ever  keep  Treasury  notes  at  par  value,  un- 
less the  dne  proportion  between  donand  and 
supply  sfaoqla  be  transcended,  or  bank  notes,  or 
somf  other  medium  other  tium  gold  and  silver, 
be  permitted  to  supply  their  place. 

Mr.  Wkbsteb.  I  wish  it  always  to  be  under- 
stood that,  when  I  insisted  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  in  specie,  I  always  added,  "or 
the  eqniralent  of  specie,"  because  qi«de-pay- 
ing  bank  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie.  '  Un- 
der the  resolution  of  1816,  every  tiling  was 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
cash.  And  why  did  we  allow  the  payment  of 
specie-paying  l>ank  notes  ?  It  was  for  the  sake 
of  convenience.  But  it  was  not  sud  that  they 
would  not  be  snbject  to  loss.  There  was  dan- 
ger of  loss,  or  at  least  no  absolnte  aeeurity ; 
and  the  aame  may  be  tM.  d  egea»  itself,  far 
that  may  be  conntn&ited.  My  a^oment  was 
this:  that  the  pi^ier  of  Bpeeie>paying  twuks 
was  received  and  ptud,  valuing  it  as  a  constant 
equivalent  to  specie ;  and  this  is  fonnded  on  the 
ftiot  that  specie-pftying  bank  paper  ia  the  repre- 
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sentative  of  qpecie,  having  that  whi^  k  repre- 
sents always  at  command. 

But  I  am  glad  of  one  thing :  that  the  gentie- 
man  does  not  deny  what  I  said  in  respect  to 
his  twins  in  favor  of  a  Government  pi^er  cur- 
rency ;  hut,  on  the  contrary,  has  ootifirmed  it. 
If  this  is  not  the  tendency  of  the  doctrine  of 
State  rights,  it  is  the  result  of  the  doctrine  of 
him  and  his  friends ;  all  tends  to  a  Government 
paper,  a  Government  bonk.  He  is  for  a  Gov- 
ernment paper,  and  I  go  against  it. ' 

I  do  not  see  that  Government  pays  in  specie 
any  the  less  because  it  uses  the  agency  of  the 
banks.  For  twenty  years  we  have  pud  in 
specie,  or  its  equivalent,  and  have  used  the 
banks  as  onr  agents,  and  we  use  them  now. 
The  gentieman  says  he  will  have  bothing  to  do 
with  bank  paper.  But  what  says  the  BeoretaiT 
of  the  Treasury  1  Does  he  not  say  that  he  wiU, 
receive  bank  notes ;  and  has  it  not  been  pro- 
claimed as  a  great  merit  in  the  Administration 
that  they  do  recdve  them  1 .  Does  the  gentle- 
man suppose  that  specie  is  now  paid  on  goods 
imported?  I  understand  jnat  the  reverse,  and 
that  the  merclianrs  check  is  received  for  bis 
bond ;  and  this  is  Justiy  considered  as  equiva- 
lent to  specie.  Therefore,  if  these  Treasury 
notes  were  sold  in  New  York,  the  merchant 
wonld  give  Ids  check  for  them. 

The  gentieman  aeema  to  complain  that  I  did 
not  answer  hia  case  of  A,  B,  0.  It  was  thus, 
as  I  onderstood  it :  He  supposed  three  Ibrmers 
of  equal  credit,  but  the  Government  says  it 
will  receive  the  paper  of  0.  If  that  were  the 
ease,  I  should  say  it  would  be  a  vei^  fcxdisb 
and  nnequal  law.  Bat  if  he  had  pnt  it  in  the 
caso  of  0  that  his  p«>er  was  convertible,  on 
demand,  to  specie,  and  that  the  paper  of  the 
other  two  was  not,  he  would  then  have  a  paral- 
lel case,  and  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  0  to 
give  his  paper  this  respectability.  Bat  that  is 
not  the  olgeot.  The  gntat  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  accommodation 
of  the  public ;  and,  if  there  is  an  incodental 
benefit,  that  can  be  no  olgeetion,  bat  a  recom- 
mendation. Bat  tiie  ottJeet  b  to  aoomnmodate 
the  pabUo  and  Govomment 

Mr.  O^LHODN  wished  to  be  distinctiy  under- 
stood, that  he  did  not  carry  hia  ideas  of  the 
Government  nting  its  own  credit  beyond  the 
temporary  wants  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  con- 
venient management  of  its  fiscal  concerns. 

If  he  did  not  censure  the  Administration  for 
receiving  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks.  It 
was  because  be  believed  that  the  laws  left  no 
discretion ;  but,  with  his  opinion,  if  he  were 
the  Ohief  Magistrate,  and  believed  that  he  bad 
a  discretion  whether  to  receive  such  notea  or 
not,  he  woald  not  pwmit  a  dollar  of  bank  paper 
to  be  received.  There  was  a  heavy  re^nd- 
bUity  somewhere.  We  are  renewing  our  con- 
nection with  the  banks,  when  it  was  admitted 
that  a  shock  most  again  follow  at  no  distant 
day,  unless  some  measure  was  adopted  to  pre- 
vent it.  He  hoped  gentlemen  wowd  bring  foA> 
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vard  their  plaos  for  prevaitiDg  it,  bo  that  thej 
muht  be  dalj  conudered. 

Mr.  FsKSTON  would  give  his  asseot  in  no 
shape  or  form  to  the  establiBhment  of  the  repa- 
di^ted  and  oontiuental  Bjstem  of  paper  money. 
He  should  meet  the  orisia  boldly,  and  not  seek 
to  hide  the  matter  under  the  garb  of  a  r«-u«u« 
of  Treagury  notes.  Thb  banknipt  state  of  the 
Tnamary  mnst  have  been  known,  or  at  least 
tonatm.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  had 
almost  eotirdr  ceased ;  the  Tevenne  from  the 
eostoms  was  dried  up.  Why,  then,  were  the 
States  not  called  on  tor  the  restoration  of  the 
dejposits!  He  would  answer,  that  the  people 
might  not  have  their  eyes  opened  to  scrutinize 
the  conduct  of  the  present  Administration ; 
that  Administratio4  which  had  promised  so 
much  in  the  way  of  retrenchment  and  reform, 
and  done  bo  little  I  That  explained  the  parti- 
ality for  Treasory  iaanes,  that  ^lendid  financial 
operation,  which  made  money  for  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  sddll  of  the  engraver ;  the  ot^eot 
ci  whidi  was  to  oonoeal  mna  the  people  the 
state  of  embarrassment  which '  misnue  had 
brought  npon  them.  It  would  appear  that 
when  we  got  out  of  money,  all  we  had  to  do 
was  to  send  to  New  York ;  a  little  steel,  and 
Oopper,  and  ink,  were  the  only  ingredients  ne< 
oesuiry  for  the  issue,  as  the  people  had  already 
forgotten  the  Oommonwealth  paper  of  the  Ber- 
olaUon  and  the  (mimatt  of  France.  What 
was  the  object  of  all  this,  but  to  briiu^  the 
people  by  d^reeu  to  the  adoption  of  a  Treas- 
nry  Bank.  Mr.  F.  denied  the  constitutional 
right  of  Oongreas  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  and 
for  so  high  a  right  as  that  he  would  claim  the 
txprmpover ;  we  had  the  right  to  tax,  and  to 
borrow,  and  the  enanieratiun  of  these  powers 
dkowed  clearly  that  the  right  to  iesoe  rails  of 
oredit  was  not  in  the  grant 

Ur.  Ohittkndkn  opposed  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  this  mode  of  raidng  money  led  to 
extravagant  issnes,  and  tiierefore  ought  to  be 
^soonraged.  In  three  years  this  Administra- 
ta<Hi,  with  the  oiy  of  retrenchment  and  reform, 
had  spent  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  aad 
now  gave  out  an  "  emtrffeney.^*  If  this  were 
to  continue,  and  the  people  called  on  for  ten 
millions  every  few  months,  the  sooner  the  Ad- 
ministration was  in  the  bills  of  mortality  the 
betterl  Kothing  oonld  oure  it  but  keying  it 
from  the  m<niey. 

Mr.  Bhown.  The  Senator  from  Kassachn- 
setts  spoke  of  the  depreciated  conation  of 
Treasu^  notes,  and  contrasted  them  with  the 
notos  of  the  banks,  greatly  to  tibe  advantage 
of  the  latter.  One  of  the  arguments  of  that 
gentiemaa,  predicated  on  this  assumption,  was, 
that  Treasury  notes  should  not  be  offered  to 
the  creditors  of  the  Government,  but  ibai  they 
should,  at  all  times,  have  the  option  of  receiv- 
ing gold  and  silver,  or  tlieir  equivalents.  An- 
other honorable  gentieman,  distinguished  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Opposition,  took  occasion  the 
other  day  to  say,  that  the  notes  of  the  Govem- 
ment  were  infoior  in  value  to  those  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States.  Kow  he  <Ur.  R) 
happened  to  have  in  his  poasession  a  statement, 
which  conclusively  estaDliflhed  the  contraiy. 
He  saw  in  the  Price  Current  of  Kew  York, 
dated  the  16th  of  this  month,  that  they  had 
sold  at  par  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  were 
redeemed  in  specie ;  and,  therefore,  thejr  were 
eqnivaleiU  to  iqiede. 

At  the  very  time  t^at  the  gentleman  nttered 
the  remark  tiiat  the  l^*easury  notes  were  in- 
ferior to  those  of  the  Bank  o£  the  Cnited 
States,  the  latter  were  four  or  five  per  ceoL 
below  par,  when  the  former  were  above,  or 
equal  to  it.  He  found,  also,  by  the  same  paper, 
that  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Treasury  not«3 
sold  at  2i  per  cent^  advance.  Now  there  was 
that  difference  between  the  current  notes  of 
Philadelphia  and  specie ;  and  therefore,  at  that 
place,  the  Treasury  notes  were  equal  to  spede. 
He  took  the  occasion  to  say  that  these  errors 
and  misrepresentations  were  of  a  piece  with 
many  others  that  daily  went  out  from  tiiis 
body.  One  ot  the  great  ol^eots  of  a  certain 
political  party  seranea  to  be  to  assaolt  and  de> 
stroy  the  credit  and  character  of  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  United  Statea ;  and  while  Uiey  did 
that,  they,  in  the  same  breath,  sou^t  to  elevate 
the  credit  and  character  of  the  wmk  of  the 
United  States.  Such  assaults  were  cot  only 
against  the  credit  and  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  they  were 
against  the  honor  and  character  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States ;  for  the  people  and  tba 
Government  were  identified,  both  in  credit  and 
in  character ;  and  tiieir  pecuniary  and  political 
interests  were  indissolubly  connected  together. 

No  man  was  more  averse  to  an  extravagant 
»penditnre  of  the  public  vtosuj  than  he  waa. 
He  was  (me  of  that  schod,  who  believad  that 
a  ri^  and  judicious  economy,  in  tiie  manage- 
ment of  the  public  finances,  was  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  our  institutions.  But  the 
Government  was  embarrassed,  and  that  embar- 
rassment was  broDght  about,  not  by  its  own 
acta,  but  by  a  great  moneyed  power,  acting  in 
concert  with  a  certain  political  party,  whose 
only  hopes  of  success  rested  in  destroying  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  and  drying  up  the 
resources  and  oommeroe  of  their  country.  It 
was  one  of  a  series  of  actions,  pnt  into  opera- 
tion for  several  years  past,  to  arrest  the  finan^al 
o[>erationa  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B,  said  that  the  journals  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  might  be  very  safely  i^pealed  to,  as 
showing  that  ^e  opposition  to  Freddent  Jack- 
son's administration  had  almost  nnifunnly 
fovored  a  profuse  and  extravagant  expenditure 
of  the  public  money.  When  he  had  first  taken 
his  seat  in  that  body,  which  was  at  the  first 
session  of  Congress  a^r  the  late  Fresdent 
came  into  o£Bce,  he  bad  found  the  Opposition, 
which  was  mainly  composed  of  the  old  Amer- 
ican System  party,  almost  uniformly  nr^ng 
and  voting  for  the  most  wasteful  t^)propnationa 
of  the  pabUe  money.  There  was  no  systeno, 
of  pendoninfe  however  great  the  charge  which 
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it  -was  likely  to  bring  on  the  Treasary,  that 
did  not,  in  uie  main,  meet  their  favor  and  aop- 
port    There  woa  no  ot^ect  of  tntemal  im- 
provement, however  improper  and  nnoonstita- 
tional,  that  it  dtd  not  find  from  them  a  warm 
■ympathy  and  ready  advocacy.   They  were, 
in  the  main,  as  a  party,  the  snpporters  of  the 
great  project  for  a  national  road  from  Bnffiilo 
to  Kew  Orleans,  the  cost  of  which  waa  esti- 
mated at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  milliooB  of 
dollars.   It  was  this  profase  system  of  extrav- 
agance, which  at  that  day  foand  so  mach 
favor  with  the  Opposition,  that  led  to  the 
memorable  veto  oi  President  Jackson,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Haysville  road  bill;  at 
which  time  bills  were  pending  l>efore  Con- 
gress for  various  prq}eots  of  internal  improve- 
ment, the  estimated  ooet  of  wltieh  waa  laively 
upirards  of  one  hundred  nulUona,  and  which 
vere  mosdy  arrested  h^y  that  memorable  deci- 
Aoa  of  the  Preridenl^  and  the  pnblio  Treasury 
saved  from  a  system  of  tiie  most  wasteful 
prodigality.   It  was  true,  that  when  some  sor- 
plus  had  b^n  to  aecamnlate  in  the  Treasary, 
and  a  plan  for  distribution  among  the  States 
had  been  formed,  the  langaage  of  economy  had 
sometimes  tjeen  heard  from  that  quarter.  It 
was  a  much  more  rapid  and  expeditions  way 
of  operating  on  pnblio  opinion,  to  act  on  entire 
States,  than  by  the  slower  and  more  detailed 
plan  of  acting  on  sections,  by  granting  appro- 
priations for  roads,  rivers,  ico.   Hence  this 
change,  In  hUc^idon,  in  the  plan  of  the  Oppo- 
rition  and  American  System  party.   In  this 
point  of  view  he  had  always  regarded  the 
possession  of  a  sorpliu  more  as  a  source  of  weak- 
ness than  of  patronage  to  those  in  power.  By 
the  dexterous  use  which  the  Opposition  had 
been  disposed  to  make  of  it,  it  nad  been  in 
reality  turned  against  the  Administration,  and 
had  been  a  source  of  patronage  to  those  out 
of  power,  to  aid  their  designs  in  obtdning 
power. 

Mr.  B.  said,  therefore,  on  a  review  of  the 
whole  ooDrse  and  policy  of  the  two  great 
polittoal  parUes  in  this  country,  that  no  impar- 
tial  mind  could  fidl  to  arrive  at  the  conolnuon, 
that  the  policy  of  the  late  and  present  Ad- 
miniatratlonB  had,  by  favoring  a  reduction  of 
daties,  and  restricting  appropriations  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  greatly  promoted  economy 
in  the  pnblio  expenditure,  in  comparison  with 
the  system  of  extravagance  which  would  have 
prevailed  if  the  policy  of  the  Opposition  had 
snceeeded.  It  was  not  for  those  who  had  in- 
trodaced  and  established  an  exorbitant  system 
of  duties  and  taxes,  by  which  large  and  nnne- 
oenary  sums  were  brought  into  t£e  Treasury, 
to  reproach  others  with  extravagance. 

Ur.  Wbiort  stud  it  was  not  necessary  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  answering 
all  tho  misrepreseatationa  which  had  been 
made.  Borne  of  them  were  well  understood, 
and  would  be  eodly  oorreoted.  Vm  iDstanee, 
we  have  been  tdd,  he.  that  ten  ndlUona 
of  debt  were  ooitrMted  1^  the  biO  of  the  otra 
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session,  and  that  ten  millions  more  were  asked 
for  now.  Now  every  gentleman  knew  that 
ten  millions  oonld  not  Be  exceeded,  and  that 
not  one  dollar  of  Treasury  notes  could  ho 
issued  under  thU  biU,  exoq)t  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  note  that  had  been  redeemed  and 
cancelled.  With  reference  to  the  amendment 
proposing  to  reduce  the  issue  of  Treasary  notes 
to  two  millions,  he  would  observe  that  there 
were  the  expenditures  under  the  General  Ap- 
propriation and  Navy  bills  to  be  provided  for, 
and,  in  addition  to  that,  a  bill  to  meet  the 
expense  of  the  Florida  war  most  soon  be 
expected  here ;  and  from  information  they  had, 
at  least  two  millions  had  been  expended  on 
that  object  alone,  and  drafts  to  a  large  amount 
for  that  service  were  waitiug  here  for  the 
neoesBorr  iq>propriationa  to  pay  tliem. 

Ur.  BvNTOir  rose  fbr  the  purpose  of  answer^ 
ing  the  question  how  the  Treasary  came  to  be 
at  present  out  of  money.  He  should  be  able 
to  answer  that  qaestion  out  of  the  boolc,  and 
in  such  a  way  that  there  should  not  be  a  man, 
woman,  or  child,  in  the  country  bnt  would  be 
able  to  nnderstand  it.  It  was  because  the 
Congress  of  1886  distributed  among  the  States 
not  only  the  surplus,  bot  nine  millions  of 
appropriated  moneys.  [Ur.  B.  here  read  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  show- 
ing this  fact.] 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  iWfi,  every  appro- 
priation made  by  Congress  must  remain  two 
years  to  l>e  applied  to  the  olgect  for  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  then,  if  not  applied 
for,  it  was  to  go  into  the  surplus  fand.  When 
the  van  of  1830  was  passed,  this  policy  of  the 
Government  was  violated,  and  it  took  all  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  a  certain  day, 
whether  it  was  appropriated  or  not  The 
distribution  was  peremptory  on  that  head,  and 
divided  the  money,  not  that  which  remained 
after  answering  the  appropriations,  bnt  that 
which  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of 
January.  The  stave-off  policy  was  pursued 
then,  as  now,  and  it  was  midsummer  before 
the  appropriation  bill  was  passed,  and  there- 
fore, as  he  stated,  there  was  a  reci^ture  of 
the  ^ipropiiaticnu.  He  denounced  the  recap- 
ture at  the  time,  and  at  the  ensninc  session, 
when  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees-  ■ 
ury,  showing  that  |9,64«,000  had  been  recap- 
tared,  he  culed  for  the  objeote  for  which  the 
appropriations  thus  recaptured  had  been  made, 
and  a  detailed  statement  was  made  by  the 
Secretary  expUuning  them.  These  facts  were 
known  to  every  gentleman  here,  notwithstand- 
ing it  is  represented  to  the  people  that  the 
Treasury  is  destitute  in  consequence  of  extrava- 
gance. If  he  had  known  that  these  statements 
woald  have  been  made,  he  would  have  pro- 
vided himself  with  the  document,  and  Aown 
the  portion  of  these  appropriations  that  had 
been  recaptured.  These  iVeasnry  notes  were 
now  wanted  to  pay  for  them.  He  took  his 
stand,  (Hr.  B.  sud,)  with  five  or  rix  o&en, 
•gainst  tills  IM<tilb<ttion  biD,  and  he  now  con- 
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gratnlateclliim8e]f tbathehaddoneBo.  Tbeoon- 
sequences  resnlting  from  this  bill  bad  ehowD  that 
he  was  righL  He  said  at  the  time  that  it  was 
an  illndon ;  that  there  was  no  money ;  that 
it  was  all  oredlta,  that  wonld  vamui  into 
nofliing  as  soon  as  the  banks  were  called  upon. 
He  remembered  a  former  occaaop,  when  all 
this  SODA  of  a  BQrplns  was  sung  in  the  same 
key,  and  ended  rerj  much  in  the  same 
manner.  'Wlien  lie  came  into  Congress,  in  Mr. 
Monroe's  time,  we  bad  an  income  of  fortj  mil- 
lions, and  asurplns  of  nine  millions,  and  in  the 
next  there  was  not  a  dollar — no  recapture. 
In  the  first  year  he  was  here,  eight  millions 
were  borrowed,  and  that  too  within  a  year 
after  Mr.  Monroe  had '  called  on  Congress  to 
know  what  to  do  with  the  surplus. 

Hr.  Talluadoe  recollected  the  word  "  ham- 
hoozled"  It  had  been  quoted  by  die  Senator 
as  often  in  1886  as  to-day^  and  was  a  kind  of 
catch  pbrase  used  for  political  effect,  Mr.  T. 
contended  that  if  the  deposit  law  had  gone 
hito  operation  as  originally  intended,  all  the 
present  disasters  would  have  been  avoided. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  has  told  as  that 
he  was  proud  he  was  one  of  the  six  that  had 
stood  up  against  that  meaanre,  and  that  be  had 
warned  gentlemea  at  the  time  that  it  would 
destroy  the  banks.  It  so  happened  that  two 
of  the  cashiers  of  banks  of  Kew  York  bad  told 
him  to  take  the  nioney  out  of  their  hands,  and 
deposit  it  with  the  States,  and  that  conversa- 
tion was  what  induced  him  to  make  a  propo- 
sition to  that  effect.  It  was  well  known 
the  Freudeot  said  he .  woald  veto  snob  a  bill ; 
and  with  this  threat  of  the  veto  ova-  onr 
beads,  the  bill  was  not  passed  as  originally 
drafted.  If  it  bad,  we  should  now  have  had 
any  money  that  we  might  have  wanted,  had  it 
not  been  for  Executive  interference.  If  this 
act  had  not  been  passed,  which  arrested  the 
eight  or  nine  millions  that  the  Senator  spoke 
of;  where  would  the  gentleman  now  have 
been  if  bis  magnificent  schemes  of  fortifications 
had  been  carried  out?  If  the  report  sent  in 
by  Seoretary  Cass  had  not  had  the  effect  to 
arrest  this  extravagant  appropriation,  instead 
of  now  being  called  on  for  ten  millions,  we 
ihonld  be  required  to  ^ve  twenty  or  thirty 
milliona. 

Mr.  OxirmnnH  aaid  he  did  not  understand 
how  this  lUne  millicms  was  recaptured. 

Mr.  Bkntov.  Here  take  the  book  and  read  it 
Aftei*  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Oritteiideit, 
Mr.  Bexton  said  he  meant  to  speak  out  of 
the  book,  inasmuch  as  the  Senator  from  Kew 
York  (Mr.  Tallmadob)  had  denied  that  the 
distribution  act  had  contributed  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  banks,  and  gave  as  his  authority 
information  derived  from  gentlemen  who  were 
directors  of  two  of  the  New  York  banks.  Now 
be  had  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin, 
and  others,  at  a  convention  of  the  city  of  New 
York  banks,  and  as  tb^  report  was  made  for 
all  of  them,  the  two  banks  allnded  to  by  tSie 
Senatw  most  have  been  of  Hie  number.  The 
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report  was  made  before  a  meeting  of  aU  the 
banks  of  the  city,  and  a{>pioTea  of  bj-  the 
whole  of  them. 

Now  here  was  an  enumeratitMi  of  the  CMOsea 
which  prodneed  a  stoppage  of  the  New  York 
bai^EB.  Foot  canses  were  gjvMi;  and  one  of 
them  was  the  dmnltaneoas  witlidrawAl  4^  the 
public  deposits,  eto.   Now,  what  caoaed  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  deports  I    It  was 
caused  by  the  distribution  aot,  and  not  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treamry.  This  is  wliiit  he 
asserted ;  and  be  was  supported  in  the  asser- 
tion by  all  the  backs  of  New  York.  None 
of  the  extravagant  appropriations  were  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  New  York  >^»"ir<i 
His  fortification  bill  was  not  mentioned  ;  and 
even  the  Specie  Circnlar  was  not  thon^t  oS. 

Mr.  Calhoun  s^d  that  the  neoeasitx  of 
passing  the  Deposit  act  of  1886  was  so  impe- 
rious, and  its  tMoeflta  so  manifest,  that  it  re- 
quired but  little  to  be  eaoA  in  its  vindieatioiL 
Such  was  the  urgency,  that  it  is  veil  known 
many  who  were  disinclined  to  the  meas- 
ure, felt  compelled  to  give  it  their  reluctant 
support,  as  the  only  possible  means  of  extarioat- 
ing  the  oountry  from  overwhelming  diffioultiea^ 
ana  of  saving  any  portion  of  the  immense  aur- 
pliiB  that  had  accumulated  in  the  Treasury,  and 
which  was  still  daily  augmenting.   If  t^eie 
bod  been  no  other  argument  in  its  favor,  the 
one  which  is  so  clearly  stated  and  forcibly 
urged  in  the  late,  report  of  the  Fiuanco  Com- 
mittee on  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  fitna 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cult,)  wasaU-soffituait.  That 
doooment  clearljr  proves,  as  was  urged  at  the 
time,  that  a  vidons  cinile  had  been  formed 
flrom  the  depont  banks  to  the  neeulatora  in 
land,  and  from  them  to  the  land  oflSces,  and 
thence  again  to  the  banks ;  by  which  millions 
of  millions  of  the  choicest  portions  of  the 
public  domain  wer&  at  every  revoluticm, 
passed  from  the  peqile  to  the  speculators  for 
worthless  bonk  notes.   Every  time  the  wheel 
went  round  the  surplus  wss;  increased,  and  the 
ca[>acity  for  imotber  and  more  sweeping  revo- 
lution augmented  in  the  same  pn^iortioD. 
The  Deposit  act,  by  withdrawing  tlie  funds 
from  the  banks,  and  placing  them  in  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  States,  eat  and  destroyed  this 
circle,  and  broke  down  the  speoulMaoD;  which, 
if  it  had  eontinned  another  year  nnoheebed, 
wonld  have  tnuaferred  most  of  the  poUic 
lands  worth  having  from  the  Government  to 
those  whom  the  banks  might  choose  to  des- 
ignate. It  did  more:  it  saved  the  Urge 
amount  which  was  withdrawn  from  the  banks, 
and  safely  deporited  with  the  States,  much  irf 
which,  without  it,  must  neoessarily  have  becun 
lost 

But  we  are  told  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
funds  from  the  banks  was  the  cause  of  the  sas- 
pension  of  specie  payment  That  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  done  accelerated  that  event,  be 
did  not  doubt;  but  it. was  idle  an(t  prepo^^ 
ous  to  suppose  that  the  soqienelon  would  aot 
have  taken  plaoe  without  it.  31ie  aiqpnzimato 
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cause  of  that  was  the  indebtedness  of  the 
banks  berond  their  means  of  payment ;  and 
the  witMrawfll  of  the  d^Mrits  bo  w  team  oon- 
tiltratiDg  to  its  inoraaaei  vas  the  utost  e&etaal 
neasore  tliat  could  be  denaed  to  amst  its 
further  progrem.  ^ 

But  ve  are  also  told  that  tt  la  the  oanse  of 
the  present  embarrasBmeQt  of  the  Treasaiy,  and 
that  if  we  could  oommand  the  depoeata  with  Uie 
States,  wo  shoold  have  ample  means.  That  is 
trae ;  bat  he  did  not  regwd  It  an  evil.  It  is, 
on  the  contrary,  a  great  good,  and  one  in- 
tended by  the  passage  of  the  act.  In  the 
midst  of  the  vast  proflision  of  means,  which 
the  now  expiring  protectiTe  tariff  ponred  into 
the  Treasury,  the  Goremmont  hod  lost  all  con-- 
ception  of  economy  and  aooountability. 

He  foresaw  the  evil,  and  reoommendod,  some 
years  since,  in  a  report  on  Ezeondve  patronage, 
the  meaaore  now  c(»ni>lained  as  the  only 
efibetnal  ranedj  for  uie  great  and  growing 
danger.  He  then  saw  clearly  that  nothing 
oouRl  readi  the  evil,  bnt  the  withdrawal  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  which  could  only  be  effected 
by  placing  it  in  the  custody  of  the  States. 
This  the  deposit  act  did,  and  its  operation  now 
begins  to  tell.  The  Qovemment  can  no  long- 
er indulge  in  boundless  extravagance.  It  most 
ecwomize. 

Among  those  who  bad  reeisted  extravagant 
appropriations,  he  had  constantly  stood;  and 
he  now  gave  notice,  that  he  would  support  no 
party  1^  did  not  make  eoonoi^y  and  aooount- 
ability a  leading  artfole  In  th«r  ereed  and 
praotioe.  They  wwe  essentul  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  free  instita^ns.  He  regarded  fifteen 
millions  annually  as  ample  for  tiie  support  of 
the  Government,  under  ordinary  circumBtancea. 
Be  believed,  indeed,  that  tt  might  be  well  ad- 
ministered for  three  millions  less,  allowing  for 
the  navy  five  or  six  millions  annually.  Hr. 
Monroe's  administration^  which  was  chaived 
with  extravagance,  did  not  average  more  than 
ten,  dednd^ng  the  payment  on  the  national 
debt,  idtbough  the  pensions  then  were  nearly 
AS  great  as  ai  present. 

Mr.  0.  B^d  that  his  ooBeague  had  made  an 
objection  against  the  constitudonality  of  this 
bill,  which  he  deemed  proper  to  notice.  It  was 
a  rule  with  him,  There  toe  ctHutitat^on  is  sup- 
posed to  be  involved,  to  bestow  Ids  serious  con- 
aderation  before  he  acted;  and,  if  be  saw 
reasons  to  doubt,  not  to  give  his  assent.  He 
had  complied  with  the  rule  in  this  case,  and  the 
result  was  a  clear  conviction  that  the  bill  was 
coDstitntional.  The  right  had  been  exercised 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Govemment, 
without  being  before  questioned ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  his  conception,  came  within  the  powers 
expresdy  granted  to  Congress  to  borrow  money, 
which  meant  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
raise  supplies  on  the  publio  credit  Interest 
was  not  essential  to  borrowing ;  and  tt  would 
be  riffionlona  to  suppose  that  the  ftaxaim  (tf  the 
eonstitutloii  intended  to  authwlze  the  rdslns 
of  'supplies  irith  iitterest,  and  to  lu^b^  n 
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without  it.  He  denied  that  Treosary  notes  were 
bills  of  credit  in  any  proper  sense  of  those 
tenna,  Thc^  wore  intended  to  raise  sup- 
plies to  meet  a  temporary  deftoit  in  the  Treas- 
ury, and  were,  in  &et,  nothing  more  than 
means  of  antidpating  Hie  revenue. 

His  colleague  is  the  strenaous  advocate  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  which  autborizea 
the  collection  of  the  public  dues  in  the  notes 
of  the  specie-paying  banks,  and  has  no  scmplea 
as  to  toe  right  of  collecting  in  the  notes  of 
banks  that  do  not  pay  specie.  Now,  no  one 
will  deny  that  to  antoorize  the  reoeipt  of  bank 
notes  in  the  dues  of  the  Government,  is  virtu- 
ally to  endorse  on  each  note  that  it  shall  be 
received  in  the  publio  dues;  or  that,  if  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  do  the  one,  it  had 
the  right  to  do  the  other.  Sor  will  it  be 
denied,  that  if  the  Gorwnment  haa  the  right  to 
write  on  the  back  of  a  bank  note,  that  it  will 
be  received  in  the  public  dues,  it  has  an  equal 
right  to  write  the  same  on  a  blank  piece  of  pa- 
per, or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  to  make  a 
Treasury  note.  The  truth  ia,  that  to  authorize 
bank  notes  to  be  received  In  the  pnblio  dues,  ia 
netfher  more  nor  less  than  to  make  them,  to 
tliat  extent,  Treasury  notes,  and  is,  pro  tanto, 
as  much  the  making  and  issuing  such  notes  as 
if  done  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading. 

Tub. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Bachanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  jUsbanu,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Omady,  Hub- 
bard, King,  linn,  LnmpUn,  Horns,  Houton,  Nicho*  . 
las,  Niles,  Norrell,  Fierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
SmlUi  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  WUliaou, 
Wright,  and  Youn|--2Y. 

Na^tb. — Uessn.  Clay  of  Eentni&y,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden,  Davis,  HcKean,  Iferrick,  Preston,  Rot)biD8, 
Spence,  Swift,  TnUmadge,  Webster^  and  White— IS.  , 


H0U8X  or  BSPBBBENTATITXa. 
SATIIBD1.T,  Uay  10. 
The  Hon.  Limr  Bakxb,  member  elect  from 
the  State  of  Viri^nia,  in  the  place  of  Hr.  Pat- 
toOf  appearedf  was  qualified,  and  took  hia  aeat 

TuuDAT,  Hay  3d. 
SerA-eaU  Soundari/. 

The  Hesaage  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Maine  for  a^resnons,  &o.,  committed  on  her 
boundu-y,  was  taken  up  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  EvAira  said:  The  Message  referred  to 
cliuma  of  tiie  State  of  Maine  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  expenses  incurred  by  tiiem  in  relation 
to  the  bonndary,  but  that  he  considered  the 
least  Important  qnestion  for  conuderation. 
Maine,  he  said,  was  averse  to  the  original  prop- 
osition,  which  was  made  on  the  80th  of  April, 
1838;  and  there  had  been  a  controveny 
between  the  General  uid  State  Govenunenta 
ever  since,  and  they  could  never  ^ree,  but  the 
original  proposition  has  been  coupled  with  a 
highly  ol^eottonabld  prinoiple  of  surveying  and 
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exploration.  It  went  to  limit  and  restrict  the 
eommiasion,  and  instead  of  allowing  tiiem  to 
ezamioe  and  mn  the  line  according  to  the 
treaty,  they  vonld  he  compelled  to  run  a  line 
differ^t  from  that  heretofore  contended  for. 
They  would  he  allowed  to  depart  from  the  trne 
norUi  line,  and  rna  a  line  westward,  which 
would  be  in  effect  on  abandonment  of  all  the 
claims  made  on  oar  part  Hune  insisted  that 
the  oommission  ahonla  not  be  restrioted  l^anj 
tiling  bat  the  terms  of  £he  treat7,  because  ft 
waa  swarent  that  the  restriotions  {ot^osed 
wonld  ul  operate  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Brit- 
tan.  The  Government  of  Great  Britun  propose 
ed  that  the  commission  shonld  ascertain  a  point 
in  tiie  hi^ltlauds,  which  divide  the  waters,  and 
it  would  mevitahly  give  them  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  dispute,  for  the  commissioners  would 
certainly  stop  at  the  only  point  where  they 
could  agree,  and  that  would  undonhtedly  be  a 
point  south  of  Hars  Hill,  where  they  bad  id  ways 
been  wlUiog  the  line  should  ran.  He  went  into 
an  examination  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and 
referred  to  various  acts  of  parliament  and  proc- 
lamations, together  with  tne  original  ohiurtera 
of  the  provinoes  of  Uasaaohiisetts,  Quebec,  Itnd 
IToTft  Scotia,  and  contended  that  the  original 
boundary  of  Massachusetts,  (now  Maine,)  was 
upon  the  river  St.  Lawrence ;  and  after  the  act 
of  Parliament  in  1784,  which,  he  contended, 
confirmed  and  rcoognized  the  boondary  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  referred  to  the  north-west 
angle  of  that  province  aa  the  starting  point  to 
ran  the  bonodary  of  Mfune,  and  from  that  time 
to  tfais,  the  angle,  as  mentioned  in  the  treaty, 
had  been  fblly  recognized,  and  well  known. 
Bat  he  objected  to  the  terms  of  the  commis^on, 
that  they  omitted  alt<^ther  to  take  that  start- 
ing point,  and  proposed  to  find  another  and  a 
different  one ;  and  all  the  evidence  contained 
in  charters,  treaties,  acts  of  Parliament,  and 
mwH,  was  to  be  left  out  (tf  their  oontideration. 

Mr.  FAXBimD  referred  to  and  read  several 
papers  to  show  that  the  proposition  of  the 
American  Government  would  be  &vorahle,  and 
that  ii  was  agreed  in  the  oonditifflis  ^t  the 
award  of  the  oommisNcm  should  he  final  and 
binding  m>on  the  parties;  and  he  thought  it 
would  lead  to  a  just  and  saUs&ctory  award. 

Hr.  OusHiKG  went  into  a  protest  agunst  the 
terms  proposed  for  the  commission,  and  said 
that  Great  Britdn  had  always  declared  that 
they  wonld  stop  south  of  the  boundary  claimed, 
and  would  never  consent  to  go  fuwer  north 
than  ICars  HilL  He  considered  the  American 
proportion  was  an  entire  abandonment  of  the 
dalina  of  this  ooanti7.  It  waa  ^ekting  to  the 
Alse  asanmption  that  thwe  were  no  wiSk  high- 
lands as  were  described  in  the  tretttr,  which 
were  to  Iw  reached  by  a  line  rauning  due  north 
from  the  north-east  angle  of  Kova  Scotia.  This 
false  assumption  had  been  made  by  Great  Brit- 
idn,  and  by  consenting  to  the  proposition,  our 
Gov^ment  would  yidd  the  point,  becanse,  by 
oonswting  to  run  a  line  in  a  different  direction 
to  oUier  highlands^  It  voold  otHioede  ttiat  no 


snch  highlands  ulsted  as  were  mentionda 
the  treaty.  Anotlier  objection  was  that  One 
Britun  had,  in  the  negotiations  of  1788,  andb 
1814,  asserted  that  the  United  States  held  lE 
their  lands  as  a  grantee,  and  could  bold  no  te- 
ritory  to  which  they  could  not  show  a  tidebr 
deed.  This  ground  he  was  disposed  to  reas  u 
fatal  and  false,  involving  questions  of  booDdRi 
wherever  our  frontier  met  with  that  of  Gies 
Britain. 


WEDSESD1.T,  Hay  80. 
Beprmntatitu  from  Mimtappi. 

Ifir.  Gabund,  of  Loniriana,  s^  he  h«lta» 
■nounce  to  the  House  that  the  agreeable  ddr 
had  been  confided  to  him,  and  nodcobtbTs 
extremely  agreeable  to  a  large  portim  of  tU 
members  of  the  House,  that  tiie  people  of  ITe- 
sissippi  had  re-affirmed  the  election  made  If 
themselves  in  November'  last,  in  eending  ^ 
GEAirr  S.  Phkntibs  and  Thobias  J.  Wobd,!! 
their  representatives  in  the  26th  Congreas. 

Heasrs.  Pnzmaa  and  Wobd  then  preseotid 
tiwnsdvee  for  qnolifioation,  and  aatiisftuin 
waa  about  to  aamlnteter  the  oath — 

Hr.  pBiimsB  s^d,  before  taking  the  oitli,^ 
widied  to  state  his  oUections,.  Ihoughekat^ 
by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Hiadasiimi,  intk 
election  Just  taken  place,  he  himself  m  w. 
believe  that  deotion  to  be  constitutiooal  ornl- 
id.  In  taking  the  oath,  said  he,  I  shall  t:^^ 
it  under  the  previous  election,  in  NoToabef 
last,  and  not  under  the  recent  one,  becanM,ii 
oar  oonsdenoes,  we  do  not  believe  the  Ittferlo 
be  0(nstitntional  cv  vaUd. 

Seaeition  of  the  7V«uury  Specie  (kder. 
Mr.  Bbiklds  called  for  the  readmg  of  theffi- 
lowing  resolution : 

S«aolvai  bv  tha  Senate  and  ffouee  of  Stpraa^ 
Hvet  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Ot»f 
a-mMed,  That  it  ahaU  not  be  UwfU  for  tbe^ 
tary  of  tiie  Treasury  to  make,  or  lo  ocmtiniie  U  ftn 
any  general  order  wUdi  mil  create  any  SSeaa 
betireen  the  diflferent  branches  of  revenne,  ai  to* 
money  or  medium  of  payment  In  which  debtawM 
aecndng  to  the  United  Statea  may  be  paid. 

Hr.  Book  demanded  the  previous  que^on; 
which  was  seconded,  the  main  question  on^ 
ed,  and  Hie  resolution  was  mdered  to  i  tmic 
reading. 

Hr.  Booir  stud  ho  wonld  content  himsdf 
demanding  the  previous  question. 

The  Hoose  seconded  the  demand,  and  w 
main  question,  being  on  the  passage  of  the  nso- 
lotion,  having  thus  been  ordered  thereon— 

The  yeas  and  nays  were— 

Tub.— Uesws.  Adams,  jUeiander,  Heniin  iJto 
John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Ayaiffi,  Banks,  Ben*. 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,3rigg»,  Brodb^ 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  f^IUam  B.  CUboun,  i<^^ 
boon,  Williun  B.  (^pbdl,  GMey,  Chamben,^ 
man,  Cheatham,  Chllda,  CUrir,  Oonnor,  Corwin, 
Grary,  Cranaton,  Crockett,  Cnahiog,  Damon, 
DsTtos,  DeOralZ;  Deonia,  Drnm,  EdwaKia,  Im^i 
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rett,  Sviag ,  Fairfield,  Rkiard  Fletcher,  FUhaore,  Qtl- 
Inp,  Janwt  Ouland,  Rice  GwUndT^lascock,  Goode, 
'William  Gnham,  GnmtUnd,  Gravee,  GrifSn,  Ualej, 
Hall,  Halatead,  Hamer,  HarUn,  Hastings,  Hawea, 
Hayoea,  H^;,  Herod,  HoSbian,  Hoi^ins,  Howard, 
Robert  U.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Tbomas  B.  Jacluon, 
Jabcz  Jackson,  Jowph  Johnaon,  Nathaniel  Jonea, 
Kemble,  Kilgtwe,  KUngoiamitlL  Legare,  lincoln, 
Loomis,  Hallory,  Harvin,  James  M.  Hasoo,  Samson 
Ibson,  Martin,  Haury,  Hay,  Uazirell,  Robert  Uc- 
CleUan,  XcKennan,  Ueroer,  Uilligan,  Uitchell,  Hont- 
Komery,  Morgan,  Calrary  Morris,  Hnrray,  Naylor, 
Koble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  OweoB,  Parmenter,  Pattenon, 
Peck,  Pennytncker,  Pbelps,  Pidcena,  Pope,  Potts, 
Pratt,  Jobn  H.  Prentim,  Sergeant  S.  PtmtisB,  Rari- 
deD,  RaiuMph,  Reed,  Rdly,  Rencfaer,  Ridgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Shaffer,  Augustine  H.  abepperd,  Charles  Shmrd, 
Sbields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Talia- 
feiTO,  Taj^or,  Tillingbast,  Titus,  Totand,  Underwood, 
Vanderrew,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Elisba  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  WUttles^Lewia 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Josei^  L.  Wllliains, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthington, 
Yell,  and  Torke— 184. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Atherton,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Cushman,  Dromgotrie,  Duncan,  Fix- 
rington,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Harrison,  H<^  Hntdey, 
K^n,  LeadbeMer,  Logan,  McKay,  Abraham  McCldlan, 
HeOhire,  Moore,  Ftois,  Petrikoi,  Kvee,  Shodor, 
Spenoer,  TbomH,  Tiiiiwy,  lodJaced  W.  WttUams 
—9,9. 


IN  8SXIATE. 

Fridat,  June  1. 

Ima  Tsrriterjf — Mothn  tomai$  the  T*nwe  i(f 
Jvdgei  during  Good  Sehaoior — BaeeUd  h> 
emm  the  Qfi^itutien  doa  not  ofpty  to  Ter- 

The  Semite  took  np,  as  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  hill  to  divide  the  Territory  of  WisooDWL 
and  to  eatobnab  the  Territorial  gavermnent  u 
Iowa. 

Ur.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
Ull  by  makhig  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  Jadgea 
daring  good  bebaTior,  initead  of  for  £>nr  yeara, 
as  in  the  WH. 

Jlr,  Bxna  oppond  the  motion,  and  spoke 
of  tiie  inoonvenieooa  of  having  officers  for  life, 
who  mnst  he  oontioned  in  office,  no  matter  how 
unqnalified,  nnless  they  oonld  be  oonrloted  un- 
der an  Impeachment,  which  was  exceedingly  dif- 
ficalt  to  be  done.  He  thoa^t  it  the  safest 
practice  that  the  tenure  of  office  for  all  pnblto 
serrants  fdionld  be  for  short  periods. 

Mr.  NoBTSLL  said,  that  if  any  defect  or  incon- 
Tcnienoe  resulted  from  the  tenure  of  good  be- 
havior, presoribed  in  thia  bill  as  the  tenure  by 
whifdi  the  Jndgea  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  were 
to  hold  their  offioes,  the  finlt  was  In  the  Ooa- 
stitntion  of  the  United  States.  The  first  section 
(tf  the  thlrd'artide  of  that  instrnment  prorides 
that  "the  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  voted  in  one  Supreme  Oonrt,  ud  in 
nteh  inf*rior  CourU  at  th»  Gtmcrtm  s«ay,  fivm 
timtotimOfOrdammd  tttdmA,  Tbejndgea 


[Jam,  1888. 

both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  tkaH 
hold  their  ciffinea  during  good  hehavtor.^  The 
judges  of  the  Territories  are  the  United  States 
jadgea,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Sonat^ 
anwsr  the  autliority  of  laws  of  the  United 
States.  If -they  are  not  United  States  judges, 
they  must  be  foreign  judges,  or  no  judges  at  all. 
In  the govoniment  of  the  North-western  Terri- 
tory, the  first  Territorial  government  establish- 
ed by  the  United  States,  and  established  in  the 
same  year  in  which  the  constitution  was 
ft'amed,  a  providon  is  found  constituting  a 
court  of  three  Judges;  '*  and  their  commissions 
shall  continne  in  foroe  during  good  lehoBier^ 
This  may  be  oonridered  a  oontemporaneoos  in- 
terpretation of  the  consdtDtionid  provision  in 
relation  to  the  tenure  and  character  of  the  ju- 
dicial office  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  He  considered  the  constitution  dear 
on  this  subject.  While,  therefore,  he  should, 
if  unrestrained  by  that  instrument,  be  in  favor 
of  a  term  of  years,  instead  of  the  term  for  life, 
he  could  not  consent  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
which  proposed  to  limit  the  teuore  of  theee 
Iowa  judges  (o  four  years. 

Messrs.  Allen  and  Moitma  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, contending  that  the  provision  in  the 
constitution  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from 
mehigan,  did  not  apply  to  the  Territories. 

The  motion  <«rMr.  Gut,  of  Alabama,  was  lost, 
and  after  amendmmta,  the  hill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


HOUSE  OF  SKPBKSBNTATIVm 

MosD^T,  Jane  4. 
Sook$  ^  MmAen. 

Mr.  Oueiiziro  asked  leave  to  oflbr  the  fdlow- 
ing  joint  resolution : 

iisM/wd,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  authorised  and  direoted  todeliver  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  forty  copies,  and  to  the 
Cleric  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  three  hundred 
and  ^ty  copies  (in  addition  to  the  number  he  is  now 
authorized  to  dehver  to  those  officers)  of  the  Ist  vol- 
ume of  the  4th  series,  now  published,  of  the  docu- 
mentary history  of  the  Amerkan  Bevolution,  pub- 
lished  by  Messrs.  Olaik  and  Fwoe;  and  that  be 
deliver  a  Hke  Dumber  of  coirfes  to  each  of  those 
officers,  of  every  soooeeffing  volume  of  that  wmk, 
aa  soon  as  may  be  after  the  same  shaft  have  been  de- 
livered to  him  bythe  publishera. 

That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the 
HMSft  <^  R^MeeoitatiTea  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
dbeeted,  of  the  oopiet  BO  ftiniahed,  to  distrihate  MM 
to  each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires,  and  to  each  Territorial  delegate  of  the 
SSd,  24th,  and  26th  Congresses,  iriw  are  not  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  under  some  former  act  or  reao* 
lotion  of  Congress. 

Direction  bang  made^  Mr.  0.  moved  a  ana- 
pendon  ctf  tbe  rules;  which  prevailed— ayea 
lOi,  noes  not  oonnted. 

The  reeolntion  waa  thw  read  twice,  and  tbe 
question  being  on  ita  emgroasmoit, 

Ur.  Boas  asked  for  the  yeaa  azkd  nays;  hut 
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tiie  House  refased,  and  the  other  stage  was 
passed  to,  and  the  resolaUon  ordered  to  be  ea- 
groaaed  for  a  third  reading. 

Thubsdat,  June  T. 
iVe-cinp(ton  SiU, 

The  Senate  "  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights 
to  actual  settlers,"  was  taken  up. 

The  Chaib  propounded  the  question  on  the 
first  amendment,  proposed,  hy  the  House  com- 
mittee on  the  pubno  lands,  which  was  to  except 
from  the  operations  of  the  preemption,  the 
Hiami  reserve  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  acquired 
by  treaty,  of  which  the  proclamation  was  made 
by  the  I^esident  of  the  United  States  on  the 
22d  of  December  last. 

Mr.  Boon  seud  the  snl^ect  under  ooDuderaUcn 
VM  one  <^  very  deep  lotwest  to  a  numerons 
and  meet  meritorions  dass  ot  oitiiens  of  the  new 
States  and  Territories. 

Ur.  GrooDi  mored  to  amend  the  omendment 
by  granting  the  reserved  alternate  sections  at 
the  price  <^  $2  60  per  acre,  on  the  Hiami  canal 
Tme,  in  that  State,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  except 
those  sections  now  settled  and  improved. 

The  amendment  of  the  Hoose  committee  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hat  moved  an  amendment  to  extend  the 
law  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  any  per- 
sona who  may  now,  or  sbaU  hereafter,  have 
lived  twelve  months  upon  the  public  lands. 

By  general  consent  the  bill  and  varioos 
amenttaients  pending,  were  nil  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


IS  BSHATS. 

Tbubsdat,  June  7. 
Fiorida  Indian  War,  and  CharehM  Treaty  <^ 
1835. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Wbiobt,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  tiie  House  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  prevention  and  sappreation 
of  Indian  hostilities  for  1838,  and  fat  the  pay- 
ment of  arrearages  in  1687. 

Mr.  Ltjhfkin  sud :  I  had  indulged  the  hope, 
and  still  indalge  it,  that  the  Senate  would  oe 
permitted  to  act  promptly  on  this  appropHa- 
tion  hilt,  without  bringms  into  its  disoossiott 
tiie  exdting  tcK^os  nS.  the  fitnida  and  Oherc^ee 
treatiea,  and  the  Flfwidm  war.  The  serrioe 
fJie  ooontry  and  the  eharaoter  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  are  at  tbb  time  snffbring  for  tite  want 
tlie  passage  of  tbia  bilL  Drafta  amounting  to 
hundreds  of  thonsands  of  dollars  are  at  this  mo- 
ment pressed  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  country, 
and  cannot  be  discharged  tiU  we  pass  this 
bill.  The  citizens  of  the  country,  who  have 
(^ven  full  and  fur  conmderation  for  official 
and  legal  drafts  on  your  Treasury,  ought  not  to 
be  delayed  in  receiving  their  just  does. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  extreme  reluctance  that 
I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  take  some  notice  of 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Fanroor.) 


[2611 

The  gentleman,  with  his  usual  elocuiK 
has  eulogized  the  savage  chief  Oseola,  wfooir 
ly  foigefeful  of  the  many  horrid  deeds  wUdi 
to  the  catastrophe  of  this  extraordi&ii7iiia 
When  I  hear  Oseola  en1o|^ced  m.  the&wit 
this  Senate,  I  can  but  remember  the  tresdor 
of  this  much  indulged  man  tohisfHoilc. 
bene&ctor,  the  lamented  General  'Wil^Tboa^ 
SOD  of  Georgia,  with  whom  I  was  long  nnw 
ed  in  public  life,  and  who  was  Icmg  a  raptOi 
member  of  tike  other  branch  of  Congress  Ik 
this  bloodthirsty  Oseola,  not  only  mm^^ 
General  Thompson,  but  was,  and  has  been,  i:- 
principal  oi^an  of  all  the  horrors  of  the  Floriii 
war,  indiscriminately  levelled  agaiastev^ct 
and  sex.  Sir,  if  I  foil  to  express  my  sjmpiL; 
in  strains  of  equal  eloquence  witii  the  Soaiir 
from  South  Carolina,  for  the  HiSmngsofia 
detierving  portion  of  the  native  race,  I  wilt t 
yield  to  the  gentieinan  my  claims  to  fnliBi^i> 
refined,  enlarged,  and  sympaibetic  for 
humanity,  even  when  a  savage  is  tiie  victii 

The  gentleman  has  given  us  alristotyofli! 
support  and  defence  of  the  Cherokee  treitj^ 
1835,  and  has  manifested  marked  zeal  iiu 
defence  of  my  State,  and  a  portion  of  its 
fUnotiooaries.   I  thank  him  kindly  for  iQiii! 
voluntary  service.   But,  we  find  mingled  lu 
all  this  support  of  the  trea^,  and  zeal  to 
it  faithfully  and  speedily  executed,  aqiiriitt 
bearing  in  the  remarksof  the  gentleman, 
to  my  mind,  is  calculated  to  do  great  My 
tice  to  the  Administraticm  which  made  ludk 
sutfUuned  this  treaty ;  as  well  aa  the  fiiodsii 
the  Administration,  who  hare  borne  tlieW 
and  burden  of  tiie  d^,  in  bringing  our  bla 
relations  to  th^  present  attitude. 

The  gentleman  reminds  me  of  whotlln^ 
ojften  seen  in  the  course  of  alifenotDari 
very  short  one,  that  is:  persona  vociferouBi 
cause  after  the  victory  was  achieved,  and  pa" 
sons,  too,  who  stood  aloof  vhile  the  w 
raged.  I  will  never  permit  the  Senator  iini 
SoQth  Carolina,  uncontested,  to  step  in  at 
late  day,  uid  carry  off  whatever  meed 
may  be  dne  to  those  who  have  strufmled  so 
to  relieve  my  beloved  State  from  an  Indian  porc- 
ktion.  I  truly  thank  him  for  all  his  kmdfe«^ 
and  services  to  my  State,  and  her  <it^ 
whether  private  or  paUiomen.  BntaUt^ 
kindness  and  seal my  State  and  herdi^ 
gnlahed  oltiieaB,  shall  lurt'induoe  me  aSeittljr^ 
acquiesce  in  direct  or  indirect  censure,  vhon^ 
properly  caatap<mine,  or  the  AdmiDiEtralio!"* 
the  Feder^  Government  which  I  support 

The  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835,  after  all  tbiihB 
been  s^d  to  dispttfage  the  GovemmeDtaiidtu 
Indians  who  formed  it,  I  repeat,  aa  I  have  nla 
done  before,  it  is  a  monument  of  the  im^ 
nimity  of  the  Government  on  (me  Bide,  fsA  i 
standing  reuH^  of  tiie  b<me0^  and  pore  i* 
triotism  of  the  Cherokece  who  negotiatsd  it, « 
the  other  side. 

I  was  invited,  at  an  early  day,  to 
ocxnmissioner  in  the  exeontion  <n  this  trtnT- 
and  have  beeafunOiar  with  mryinpo^ 


Flmiaa  /imSou  ITor,  aad  CimlM  TVwrfy  18S5. 
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trsnnetion  nnoe,  up  to  the  iffeaeat  iaj.  The 
SxecatiTe  OoTemment  has  imifbnnly,  and  at 
all  times,  ez^esaed  an  nnwaveriDg  determina- 
tion to  oairy  ont  and  execote  the  treatj,  with- 
ont  iufiingement  or  change  of  its  pFOvisions. 
It  has  as  noifonnl;,  constantly,  and  sincerely 
expressed  a  dedre  to  discharge  this  duty  in  a 
spirit  of  tlie  utmost  kindness  and  liberality  tow- 
ards the  Oherokee  people.  In  all  this  I  hare 
concurred  and  «M^)erated  with  tiw  Gorem- 
ment. 

Bat  I  have  nnlformly  dissented  to  that  part 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  which  has  per- 
mitted John  Soss  and  his  followus,  while  oon- 
irtonUy  protesting  i^punst  the  validity  d  the 
treaty,  reotiving  tiie  oonntenanee  and  oonrtesy 
I  -whUui  thc7  have  done  from  the  Qovemment.  T 
have  nniformly  believed,  and  still  believe,  that 
the  best  and  safest  way  to  have  ezecnted  this 
treaty  would  have  been,  from  the  first,  kindly, 
but  firmly,  to  have  used  the  imperative  language 
to  Ross  and  bis  followers — to  have  sud  the  argu- 
ment ia  exhausted  in  regard  to  the  treaty — It 
mutt  &0  txeeuttd.  I  believe  that  no  proposi- 
tions from  Boss  should  ever  have  been  enter- 
tained, without  being  accompanied  by  a  pledge 
to  cease  from  all  opposition  to  the  removal  of  the 
Oherokees.  But  I  believe  this  difiierence  of 
c^inion  oriranated  from  no  difibrenoe  object 
It  was  the  desire  of  all  to  execate  the  treaty  in 
that  manner  whidi  mi^^t  be  best  fin*  all  the 
parties  in  interjest 

Ontakhig  my  seat  in  the  Senate,  I  found  Boss 
and  his  deletion  still  here,  memorializing 
Congress,  and  making  propositions  to  the  Exec- 
utive Government.  In  the  month  of  March,  I 
found,  from  information  derived  from  dif- 
erent  sources,  that  the  Executive  Government 
here  wasstill  urged  by  gentlemen  inhigh  official 
statioua,  to  the  policy  of  conciliating  Boss  by 
increased  liberality  in  money.  Amongst  oth- 
ers, I  will  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Gov- 
ernor Gilmer  of  Geoi|pa,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  March  6,  18SS.  The  Governor 
says:  "The  best  informed  persons  residing 
among  tiie  Cherokees  exjuvsa  the  (pinion  that 
Boss  can,  if  he  will,  remove  his  people  at  once. 
To  avoid  the  great  expense  to  the  Government, 
ani  to  preserve  the  Uves  and  property  of  our 
citizens,  and  the  Indians,  which  may  be  sacri- 
ficed if  the  treaty  is  executed  by  force,  the 
Government  can  well  afford  to  pay  a  very  lib- 
eral price  for  the  volontvy  and  immediate  re- 
moval of  the  Indians.  To  enable  Boss  and 
the  chiefs  to  efi*ect  this  object,  I  believe  it  to 
be  necessary  fbr  them  first  to  return  home,  see 
their  pec^le,  and  let  them  he  satisfied  that  their 
efforts  to  chan^  the  tre^  have  been  honesty 
though  unavailmg.  The  Cherokees  are  so  sus- 
picious of  their  diief^  that  even  Ross,  aa  en- 
tirely as  he  has  their  confidence,  might  lose  all 
power  to  serve  them  if  he  attempted  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  Government,  tor  their  emi- 
gration, before  they  were  oonsalted.  and  their 
t^proval  of  the  measortt  obtained.  If  the  Qot- 
emment  ihoiild  narortain  npon  Boaa'a  letnni 


bome^  ihat  he  had  the  power,  and  waa  willing 
to  undertake  tiie  removal  m  his  people,  the 
terms  of  the  contract  could  be  agreed  vpmi' 
without  difficulty  or  delay."  '*  If  the  pertinM^ 
ty  of  Boss  should  create  any  difficulty,  it  du^^ 
be  obviated  in  making  no  reference  in  hit  con- 
tract to  the  treaty." 

Very  many  letters  from  other  persons  of  hi^ 
respectability  and  official  standiDg,  to  the  some 
purport  of  Governor  Gilmer's,  may  be  found  on 
the  files  of  the  War  Department.  Indeed,  I 
have  always  myself  antiotpated  mischief  grow- 
ing out  of  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  noleas 
the  inflnwoe  of  Boss  was  neatralized  by  fmoe 
or  purchase.  Under  this  aspvA  of  the  snUeot^ 
ana  after  both  branches  of  CcniKresB  had  ^vea 
snffloient  evidence  of  a  determinalirai  to  exe- 
cute tiie  treaty,  regardless  of  the  remonstrances 
of  Boss,  and  uie  sUly  petitions  of  persons  whol- 
ly ignorant  of  the  sutfject  upon  which  they 
were  petitioning,  I  came  to  the  conolnsion  that 
Boss  might  possibly  be  in  a  situation  to  yield 
to  the  true  interest  of  his  people,  and  let  them 
emigrate  to  the  West  in  peace.  And  hence  my 
assent  was  given  to  the  views  suraested  in  the 
extract  of  Gov.  Gilmer's  letter,  which  I  have 
read.  And  while  I  have  uniformly  protested 
B^unst  any  movement  which  might  in  the 
al^test  degree  retard  the  removal  m  the  Cher- 
okees, I  have,  neverthelees,nniform]y«idfre^ 
ezprrased  the  opinion,  that  the  moment,  what 
sll  opporaticm  to  the  treaty  by  Boss  and  his 
party  should  be  yielded  up,  and  a  disposition 
manifested  toemigrate  with  reasonable  despatch, 
from  that  moment  the  Indians  wonld  be  aeoared 
from  any  nnreasimable  preanra  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Georgia. 

I  am  flilly  apprised  of  the  great  excitement 
which  has  been  produced  in  my  own  State,  and 
elsewhere,  aridng  out  of  the  propositions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  John  Ross,  lately  submit- 
ted to  Congress.  I  am  not  only  apprised  of  the 
excitement,  but  of  the  mistqiprehrasion  which 
seems  to  exist  on  tiiis  saUeot.  I  peroeive  frnn 
the  newspapers  of  Geor^  and  other  Statea,  ai 
well  as  from  the  letters  which  I  reodve  fivm 
my  constituents,  that  an  impression  has  been 
mode  npon  the  public  mind  ttiat  the  GovemmenI 
was  desirous,  and  had  proposed,  unneeemaH^j 
to  delay  the  emi^ation  oi  the  Cherokees  for 
two  years.  This  I  know  to  be  an  entire  misap- 
prehensioD.  The  extension  proposed  to  the 
States  by  the  Government,  and  that  in  the  most 
delicate  and  respectftU  manner,  was  never  in- 
tended to  embrace  a  longer  period  than  that 
which  might  be  required  b^  a  doe  regard  to  tiie 
common  dictates  of  humanity,  it  being  expressly 
stated  that  the  Cherokees  were  to  be  removed  as 
nMedibras  waa  ocmtistentwUh  health  and  oom- 
fiat.  General  Seott  is,  moreover,  inatmoted  to 
continne  the  proseontion  of  the  measares  he  hat 
adopted  to  ranove  the  Indian^  aod  whether 
their  removal  ia  to  be  effected  by  oompnirion, 
or  volontary  emigration  under  their  own 
agenti.  so  to  otnidnot  his  cn>erati<»u  aa  to 
place  theproptietors  of  the  lands  there  Id  posses- 
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idon  of  their  property  with  as  little  delay  aa 
possible.  I  admit  that  the  propositions  made 
to  John  Robs,  by  the  SecretMy  of  War,  might 
Lave  been  pat  in  a  fonn  less  liable  to  misappre- 
hension. Bat  I  know  positively  that  the  exposi- 
tion given  by  the  Secretwy  of  War,  of  his  letter 
to  Kens,  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  views 
which  he  eiprosacd  to  me  before  making  his 
^opdrftions  to  Robs.  The  Secretary  had  am- 
ide groonda  to  believe  that  Ccmgress  ratertained 
the  most  lib««I  feelings  towarcb  the  Oberokeea, 
and  would  villiDgly  soothe  them,  as  ftr  as  that 
oould  reasonably  be  done^  by  additional  appro- 
priations of  money  to  be  applied  to  their  com- 
fort. 

The  position  of  the  Federal  Administration 
of  the  Govumment  has,  upon  this  Indian  sub- 
ject, for  many  years  past,  been  most  delicate 
and  peealiar.  Eapecially  since  the  commence- 
ment of  General  Jackson's  administration,  and 
hie  maoifested  determination  to  relieve  the 
Bonthem  States  from  the  disadvantages  of  an 
Indian  popuktioii.  Hia  untiring  vigilance  and 
penereranee  on  this  subject  is  now  a  part  of 
uie  history  of  the  Gorcmment.  But  at  every 
step  a  most  formklaUe  and  peculiar  opporitton 
has  embarrassed  the  Government  in  the  prose- 
cntion  of  its  Indian  policy.  The  Administration 
has  not  only  had  to  encounter  the  combined  ond 
regularly  oi^nired  Opposition,  which  were 
known  as  open  and  avowed  opponents,  but 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  Admmistration,  es- 
pecially amongst  the  less  informed,  have  been 
nsed  as  opponents  to  the  Indian  policy  of  the 
Government.  Even  in  the  States  most  deeply 
interested,  we  have  sometimes  seen  the  strong 
feelings  of  self-interest,  waived  to  accommodate 
wrtjfwirit  mdpartjf  intemt.  At  any  rate,  I 
ram  cnten  ftrana  die  measures  of  Oeneral  Jaek- 
ion  and  mysd^  evm  in  Geoi;^.  disoonnte- 
naneed  by  some  of  onr  jioUtioal  opponents,  as 
far  as  pnbllo  opinion  would  tolerate  an  expres- 
don  of  disiqiprobation. 

I  concede  to  the  Governor  of  Geoi^a  good 
intentions,  in  regard  to  his  views  and  effoils  to 
oondliate  John  Ros^  and  have  yielded  some- 
thing of  my  own  opinions  in  order  that  I  might 
eo-operate  with  his  views  and  wishes,  aa  well  as 
those  of  the  Eieentive  officers  of  the  Federal 
Government.  I  shall  always  do  the  Chief  Hag- 
iatrate  of  my  Btate  ample  Jostice,  whatever  po- 
litical difference  of  opinion  may  happen  to  ex- 
ist I  do,  however,  most  .solemnly  protest 
against  the  jiiBtioe  of  the  eAnt  of  the  Senator 
mm  Booth  Oandina  to  cast  cenenre  and  blame 
np<m  the  President  and  Beoretary  of  War,  as 
well  as  myself,  for  yielding  something  to  the 
]dabily  expressed  wishes  of  Governor  Gilmer 
and  many  of  his  political  friends,  especially  his 
northern  Whig  fnends.  If  there  be  any  error 
in  this  matter,  the  sin  lies  at  the  door  of  the 
opponents  of  the  Administration ;  and  yet  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Phbston,)  as 
the  organ  of  the  Southeru  wing  of  the  Oppo- 
rition,  upbraids  tiie  Administration  and  its 
fHenda  with  throwing  wdghiy  reipondbUities 


upon  the  Governor  of  Geor^a.  I  woald  bqtb 
what  is  the  great  responsibility  tKrown  ni-i 
the  Governors  of  the  four  States  interests  i 
this  matter,  even  under  the  misapprebenao 
indulged  that  the  States  had  been  sppMei  tof: 
two  years  more  time  for  the  emigration  of  tli 
Cherokeee !  Why,  sir,  the  only  respoiaUB; 
is,  to  give  an  answer  in  accordance  wiQi  tli 
known  wishes  of  the  whole  people  over  vba 
they  preside.  Where  is  the  Governor  vboim 
be  distressed  or  embarrassed  at  such 
bility  asthis? 

Moreover,  the  Senator  fi-om  South  Circfc 
(Mr.  Pbkston)  contends  and  urges  that  tte 
posah  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  John  Km 
amounts  to  a  new  treaty,  and  to  an  infriiL-' 
ment  of  the  treaty  of  189B.  I  am  not  able 
self  to  put  any  such  construction  on  the  pn  j" 
sals  of  the  Secretary.   The  Secretarr,  h  li 

Sroposals  to  Ross,  in  the  very  first  sentaw, 
isclaims  all  right  on  the  part  of  theFederi 
Government  to  enter  into  any  treaty  JtipiS 
tions  which  might  afibet  the  rights  of  the  SUk 
And  we  find  a  reiteration  of  the  same  m.- 
ments,  and  sacred  regard  to  the  riehtsofti; 
States,  tliroughout  the  doemnent  nnder  tuai- 
eration. 

That  temporary  mischief  has  grown  odI  ^< 
the  misapprehensions  which  have  spread  c^e 
the  country  in  relation  to  this  subject,  I  r 
fally  aware.  But,  from  the  nature  of  thin?-.! 
trust  that  the  excitement  will  soon  abat*.  Ji- 
constant  and  daily  movements  and  operat'ffi 
of  the  Government  must  surely  correct,  wilb« 
delay,  any  mistaken  impressions  wbich  HT 
have  existed.  The  Govemnient  is  moringSr 
ward  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty.  GoR 
Soott'a  jnstractions  remain  nneboDged.  S 
character  is  a  snffident  guarantee  that  hu  is; 
will  he  dls(divged  with  fidelity  and  abilitr. 

In  condnsion,  I  woold  beg  leave  to  rwp* 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  P» 
TON,)  to  be  assured  of  my  fidelity  to  my  con* 
uents,  especially  upon  this  Indian  subject.  . 
can  assure  the  honorable  Senator,  that  3 
wholly  mistaken,  if  he  supposes  that  theb* 
ing  of  his  remarks  will  ever  indnce  the  Sw* 
em  wing  of  his  own  party  to  belicte  thai  i 
have  no  more  tetf-love  than  to  give  a  virtorrls 
my  opponents,  which  has  been  achieved  bji; 
friends  and  myself. 

Mr.  LcHPKiN  was  followed  by  Messr&Cwi 
of  Alabama,  Btrangi,  Bottthabd,  and  wnit 
when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  he  engroeeed 
unaidmona  vote,  and  was  about  to  ps^^ 
unanimons  consent,  when  Mr,  HtrBBiro  * 
ted  that  Mr.  Benton  had  expressed  lomi 
desire  to  address  the  Senate  on  Itstlunn*' 
ing. 


FBIDA.T,  June  8. 

ITorida  Indian  War  JBUl 

The  question  being  on  the  ibid  resdlig 
the  lull— 


Florida  Indian  War  BiB. 
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Uir.  Bbktoh  Miid,  tLat  so  &r  as  the  paaage 
of  the  act  was  ooaoemcd,  there  was  no  neoessi- 
tj  for  him  to  Bay  a  word.  The  gentlemen  vrho 
had  spoken  against  it  wonld  idl  TOte  for  it ; 
and  it  was  to  answer  things  said  in  their  toeeoh- ' 
es,  and  not  to  gain  rotes,  that  he  now  fut  him- 
aelf  called  upon  to  speak. 

A  Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Southasd) 
has  expressly  charged  that  a  fraud  was  commit- 
ted upon  the  Florida  Indians  in  the  treaty  ne- 
gotiated with  them  for  their  removal  to  the 
TVest ;  that  the  war  which  has  ensued  waa  the 
Gonseqaenoe  of  this  fraud ;  and  that  onr  Got- 
ernment  waa  responnble  to  the  moral  smse  (rf 
the  conmronity,  and  of  Hbo  world,  for  all  the 
blood  that  has  been  shed,  and  for  all  the  money 
that  haa  been  expended,  in  the  prosecatioa  of 
this  war.  This  is  a  heavy  aconsation.  At 
home,  it  attaches  to  ^e  party  in  power,  and  is 
Golcidated  to  make  them  odious ;  abroad,  it  at- 
taches to  the  coontry,  and  is  oalcolated  to  black- 
en the  national  character. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  first  located 
this  impated  fraud  in  the  Payne*s  Landing 
treaty,  negotiated  by  General  Gadsden,  in  Flor- 
ida,  m  the  year  1832 ;  and  after  being  tendered 
an  issne  on  the  Mrness  and  generonty  of  that 
treaty  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Out,)  he  transferred  the  charge  to  the  fort 
Gibson  treaty,  made  In  Arkansas,  in  the  year 
1888,  by  Messrs.  Stokes,  SUlsworth,  and  Scher- 
merhoro.   This  was  a  considerable  change  of 
looalityf  but  np  change  in  the  accusation  itself; 
the  two  treaUes  b^ug  but  one,  and  the  last  be- 
ins  a  literal  performance  of  a  stipulation  oon- 
tomed  in  the  first   The  Seminole  Indiana  in 
Florida  being  an  emigrant  band  of  the  Oreeks, 
and  finding  game  exhausted,  subsistenoe  diffi- 
cult,  and  white  settlers  approac^hiog,  con- 
cluded to  follow  the  mother  tribe,  the  Creeks, 
to  the  West  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  reunite 
with  them.  Thia  was  eondibonally  agreed  to 
be  done  at  the  Fine's  Landing  treaty ;  and  in 
that  treatfy  it  was  stipulated  tnat  a  deputation 
of  Seminole  chiefs,  under  the  saaotion  tif  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Creek  country  beyond  the  Missis- 
nppi— there  to  ascertain  first  whether  a  suita- 
ble country  could  be  obtained  for  them  there ; 
and  secondly,  whether  the  Creeks  would  re- 
ceive them  back  as  a  part  of  their  confederacy : 
and  if  the  deputation  should  be  satisfied  on 
these  two  points,  then  the  conditional  obligation 
to  remove,  contained  in  the  Payne's  Limding 
treaty,  to  become  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
the  Scffuinole  tribe.  The  deputation  went;  the 
two  pcnnts  were  solved  in  the  afflrmative;  the 
ohli^on  to  remove  beoame  absolnte  on  the 
psrt  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  o(Bnniffliced  preparations  far 
effecting  their  ea^,  gradual,  and  comforta- 
ble removal.   The  entfre  emigration  was  to  be 
completed  in  three  years,  one-third  going  annn- 
oliy,  commencing  in  the  year  1888,  and  to  be 
finished  in  the  years  1884  and  1686.  The  dep- 
utatitm  sent  to  the  vest  of  the  IQaitoipi^  «Hn- 
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pleted  their  agreement  with  the  Creeks  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1888 ;  they  returned  home  im- 
mediately, and  one-third  of  the  tribe  was  to  re- 
move that  year.  Every  thing  was  got  ready  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  both  to  transport 
the  Indiana  to  their  now  homes,  and  to  subsist 
them  for  a  year  after  their  arrival  there.  But, 
instead  of  removing,  the  Indians  began  to  invent 
excuses  and  to  Interpose  delays,  andtopassofifthe 
time  without  commencing  the  emigration.  The 
year  1838,  in  which  one-third  of  the  tribe  were 
to  remove,  passed  o£f  without  any  removal ;  the 
year  1884,  m  which  another  third  was  to  gO) 
was  passed  iu  the  same  mauner;  the  year 
1886,  in  which  the  emigration  was  to  have  been 
oompletedf  passed  away,  and  the  emigration  was 
not  begun.  On  the  contrary,  on  the  lart  days 
of  the  last  month  of  that  year,  while  the  United 
States  was  still  peaceably  urging  tbei  removal, 
an  accumulation  of  treacherous  and  horrible  as- 
sassiuations  aud  massacres  were  committed. 
The  United  States  Agent,  General  Thompsou, 
Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  artillery,  and  five 
others,  were  assassinated  in  sight  of  Fort  King ; 
two  expresses  were  murdered;  and  Major 
Dade's  command  was  massacred.  In  their  ex- 
cuses and  pijetexts  for  not  removing,  the  In* 
dians  never  thought  of  the  reasons  which  have 
been  supplied  to  them  on  this  floor.  Tbey 
never  thought  of  alleging  fraud.  Their  pre- 
texts were  frivolous ;  as  that  it  was  a  long  dis- 
tance, and  that  bad  Indians  lived  in  that  coun- 
try, and  that  the  old  treaty  of  Fort  Moultrie 
allowed  them  twenty  years  to  live  in  Florida. 
Their  real  motive  was  the  desire  of  blood  and 
pillage  on  the  part  of  many  Indians,  and  still 
more  on  the  part  of  the  five  hundred  runaway 
negroes  mixed  up  among  them. 

This  is  the  plain  and  brief  narrative  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  Seminole  war ;  it  is  the 
brief  historical  view  of  the  case ;  and  if  I  was 
speaking  under  ordinary  drcnnistances,  and  in 
reply  to  inddental  remarks,  I  should  content 
myself  with  this  narrative,  and  let  the  qnesticm 
go  to  the  country  upon  the  stroigtfa  and  cred^ 
of  thia  statement  But  I  do  not  apeak  under 
ordinary  oiroumstooces ;  I  am  not  replying  to 
incidental  and  casual  remarks.  I  speak  in 
answer  to  a  formal  accusation,  preferred  on 
this  floor ;  I  speak  to  defend  the  late  and  pres- 
ent Administrations  fitun  an  odious  charge, 
and,  in  defending  them,  to  vindicate  the  char- 
acter of  our  country  from  the  accusation  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Soctbard.) 
Mr.  Bbhton  then  proceeded  at  much  length  to 
defend  the  last  end  the  present  Administrations 
from  the  ohffi^  stated. 


HOUea  OF  REPBK8ENTATIVKS. 

WzDNXSDAT,  Juno  20. 
Meatojie /irom  the  Praident — Border  Outragm 
— Canada  and  the  United  Statu  Frontier. 

The  Spbakxb  lud  before  the  House  the  fol- 
knriDglfoBMee: 


&frier  Ovmgu~^JamBdamiikt  UrnHei  Statu  Fnmtier. 
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7b  thg  Bcme  ofSepreaimtalivn  of  ike  UnUtd  Statu : 
I  trannnit,  id  comi^Unos  with  t  resolution  of  the 
House  of  RepreseoUUves  of  the  11th  hut,  reports 
from  the  Secretuy  of  State,  Treosui?,  and  War,  ukI 
the  docoments  referred  to  by  them  respeotiTely.  It 
-will  be  aeeo  that  the  outtagea  committed  on  the 
Hbaaaixmi  Sir  BiAwit  Fed.  under  the  Briddi  Bag, 
irithin  tbe  waters  of  the  United  States,  aud  upim  the 
steamboat  Telegr^h,  under  the  American  flag,  at 
Rockville,  in  Upper  Canada,  hare  not  been  fbllowed 
b7  anj  demand  of  eitBer  GoTCmment  on  the  other 
for  redresH.  These  acta  hare  been  so  far  treated  on 
eadi  ride  as  crin^ual  offences,  committed  within  tbe 
juriidction  of  tribmuls  competent  to  Inquire  Into  the 
bets,  and  to  pnnldi  tbe  petaoos  concerned  In  them. 
AiTeetl^Uuis  have  been  made,  some  of  the  individ- 
nabi  inculpated  bsTe  been  anested,  and  prosecutiona 
are  In  progress,  tbe  result  of  which  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. The  excited  state  of  - public  feeling  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Canada,  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  has  occa- 
^oned  the  most  painful  anizety  to  this  GoTcmment. 
Every  efibH  has  beeu,  and  will  be,  made  to  prevent 
tbB  success  of  the  design  ^iparentlj  fonned,  and  in 
course  of  execution  by  Canadians  who  iure  found  a 
refuge  within  our  territory,  aided  by  a  few  reddeas 
persons  of  our  own  country,  to  involve  the  nation  in 
a  war  with  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power.  Such 
dedgn  cannot  succeed  when  the  two  Governments 
appreciate,  and  eoofldoitly  rdy  upon  the  good  tuth  of 
eaoL  other  in  the  perfbnnanoeofthrir  remeetiTe  du- 
ties With  a  fixed  determination  to  use  all  tbe  means 
in  my  power  to  put  a  speedy  and  satisfaototy  termina- 
tioQ  to  these  bonier  troubles,  I  have  the  most  confident 
assurances  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  tbe  Britiah 
authorities  at  home  and  in  tbe  North  American  poeses- 
dons,  in  tbe  acoomi^isbment  of  a  purpose  so  nncerely 
and  eamestlvdeaired  by  the  Qovcnments  and  people, 
both  of  the  united  States  and  Great  Britain. 

U.  TAN  BUREN. 

Washihotoh,  June  20,  1888. 

The  Hessage  and  reports  wore  ref^red  to 
the  Ckmunittee  <»i  IGlituy  Afibir^  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


XN  BKNATK. 

WnnnaDAT,  Jnne  SO. 

Louiiiana  Land  Claitni  and  Titles. 

Hr.  MocTOs  moved  that  tbe  bills  relating  to 
priTate  and  public  land  claims,  be  conddered  on 
Frktar ;  many  of  which,  he  said,  it  was  right 
ihoala  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  Knight  cUd  not  know  what  there  was  in 
these  bills  to  entitle  them  to  preference. 

Mr.  MonroN  wotUd  not  have  asked  to  have 
taken  them  up,  were  he  not  ooaviiioed  that 
they  woold  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate, 
The  moat  of  them  were  yerj  plain  cases,  not 
ioTol^og  any  prindple  likely  to  le«d  to  dia* 
cnssion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  were  highly 
interesting  to  a  large  portion  of  the  commonity. 

Mr.  Bbhton  would  inform  tbe  Senate  that  it 
was  not  a  private  bill  which  the  Senator  from 
Lonisiana  asked  to  be  ccoeidered  on  Friday,  but 
a  whole  class  of  bills,  some  of  which  had  been 
before  the  coontry  for  the  last  thirty-four  years 


in  one  sh^ie  or  other;  and  he  dedred  to 
them  taken  up  on  that  Aay. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Aboluhmmt  <if  ImpritonmeAt/or  ])dt. 
Mr.  Qbundt  said  there  was  a  bill  laid  cd  t!k 
table  yesterday,  at  the  suggestioa  of  tbe  8<i»tr 
from  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  abcdistitiH!: 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  esses.  & 
was  favorable  to  tiie  bill,  and  aud  Uitt  if: 
were  to  be  passed  this  aenou  it  eoold  nol  it 
acted  on  too  qieedlly;  and  he  moved  to  Ub: 
up. 

Tbe  qneetion  was  on  the  ani«idiiMiit,ta 
making  tbe  matter  correspond  with  those  Ste 
where  the  said  abolition  ot  imprisomnent  b. 
in  whole  or  in  part  hem  abolished. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  further  amended  at  tbe  tagit 
tion  of  Mr.  Prkktisb,  and  passed  by— 

Teas. — JSeasn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bubu, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Fulton,  Gnsr 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  UcKcau,  loriv 
Uorris,  Mouton,  Nioiolas,  Niles,  Norrell,  IVr. 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robbson,  Rogg^es,  Serier,  Sui 
of  Connecticnt,  &nith  of  Indiana,  Spenee,  Etcae 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  White,  VSSm. 
and  Wright— SS. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Baysrd,  Clayton,  FnstaB,e: 
Roane— i. 

2^orth-€att£m  Boundary, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideradoiK^lf' 
WiLLiufs^B  motion  for  leave  to  bring  miL 
to  provide  for  the  survey  and  detomioitiosE 
the  North-eastern  boundary. 

Mr.  ■Wbioht  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Oc- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WiLUAics  said  that,  eonaideriiw  At^ 
portance  of  tbe  question  to  Maine,  and  tint  tr 
Senators  and  SepresentatiTes  were  reqnef 
by  her  Tjerislatnie  to  urge  tiie  passage  <^ 
bill,  he  fbit  it  to  be  hts  dnlr  to  move  its  lefece 
to  a  Select  Oommittee.  Mr.  W.  did  this  vt^ 
out  intending  the  least  disrespect  to  the  Cc- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relatione,  to  which  the  Sa- 
ator  from  New  York  had  proiMmd  the  «ftf«* 
and  to  whidi,  under  other  coroumstancee, 
would  be  an  obvious  propriety  in  com/niOJ 
the  bill.  But  it  could  not  have  escapol  w 
notice  of  the  Senate  that  the  chsiman  of  U!' 
Coram  ittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  tbe  tf/s* 
of  tbe  debate,  had  stated  his  opinion,  tltftj 
the  bill  should  go  to  that  committee  it  twJ 
probably  keep  it  without  makimr  s  wp"*- * 
report  it  hack  to  the  Senate  with  notice 
he  would  move  its  indefinite  postponKn^t 

Messrs.  Wrioht.  Rma,  GALBoin,  m^' 
OHANAN,  advoeated  Ita  refinwca  to 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  on  ths 
that  it  involved  questions  of  bigh  impo"" 
regard  to  our  foreign  relations. 

The  bUl  was  referred  to  the  Commitw" 
Fore^  Relations. 
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Fbid^t,  June  22. 
Wiuhinffton  Monument  So^Uty. 

Mr.  NoBVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
officers  and  managers  of  the  Washington  Honn- 
meAt  Assodation  in  relation  to  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  that  aasooiatioa ;  and  moved 
that  it  be  printed. 

Ur.  UoRBB  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
paper ;  and  the  Secretary  having  read  a  portion 
of  it, 

Mr.  Knra  moved  to  la;*  it  on  the  table,  there 
being  several  ezpresdons  in  it  which  he  tboaght 
diarespectfnl,  and  oaght  not  to  be  read  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  NoBTELL  hoped  that  his  friend  from 
Alabama  would,  for  a  moment  withdraw  his 
motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  This 
paper  proceeded  from  aa  respectable  a  body 
of  gentlemen  as  any  in  the  conntry;  and  he 
did  think  that,  aa  uiejr  conmdered  themselTea 
to  have  been  ipJorioiiBly  assailed  on  this 
floor,  th«^  should  have  an  opportnaity  to  be 
liearo.  It  was  tme  that  they  had  osed  strong 
language;  but  this,  under  the  olroomstances, 
-was  natural.  Lot  the  memorial  be  read,  and 
then  the  Senate  might  take  what  course  they 
thought  proper,  as  r^^arded  the  further  dis- 
position of  it  By  the  statement  of  moneys 
collected,  it  appeared  that  the  society  had  re- 
ceived only  between  27,000  and  28,000  dollars, 
of  which  they  had  invested  upwards  of  $27,- 
000,  principally,  he  believed,  in  Pennsylvania 
State  stocks.  Between  four  and  five  hundred 
remained  uninvested.  Except  what  had  been 
allowed  to  coUet^ura  in  the  different  States,  aa 
commissions  toe  moneys  obtiUned  firom  anb- 
scribera  by  them,  very  little  had  been  erpend- 
ed,  as  the  statement  would  show.  He  was 
authorized  to  say,  too,  that  the  books,  with  the 
names  of  all  the  contributors  to  the  monnment, 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, open  to  the  inspection  of  all. 

Mr.  ifixa  did  not  perceive  that  the  snbject 
of  the  memorial  was  a  matter  with  which  tiie 
Senate  had  any  thing  to  do,  and  that  no  action 
of  the  Senate  coald  result  from  it;  and  secondly, 
be  otgeot«d  to  the  further  reading  of  it,  because 
it  contained  expressions,  implied  to  the  Senators 
or  the  Senate,  which  ongbt  not  to  be  permitted 
to  be  read  there, 

Hr.  Fbestov,  who  just  then  entered  the 
chamber,  remarked,  that  the  memorial  was  firom 
very  respectable  persons,  who  coneeived  them- 
selves floured  by  something  that  transpired  on 
this  floor.  If  it  was  a  question  of  reception, 
he  must  hear  the  paper  read  twfore  he  could 
vote  on  it. 

Kr.  Kiso  said  there  was  no  question  of  re- 
ception raised.  The  paper  was  received.  His 
motion  was  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and  if  the 
honorable  gentlemau  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  respeotflil  or  not,  he  ouuld  easily  read  it 
at  the  Secretary's  table.  He  had  objected  to 
the  reading,  because  the  paper  spoke  d^respect- 
folly  of  membere  of  that  body. 


Ur.  Srvieb  obeei*ved  that  this  day  was  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  private  land 
claims;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  oe  consumed 
aa  yesterday  was  m  debate.   The  matter  com- 

{>laiaed  of  by  these  individuals  had  been  pub- 
iahed  in  ,the  pnblio  newspapers,  and  he  {we- 
nimed  the  editors  would  have  no  objeotion  to 
insert  their  reply.  It  was  a  matter  with  which 
the  Senate  had  nothing  to  do,  and  he,  therefore^ 
moved  to  ky  it  on  the  table. 
Tlus  motion  was  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATrvra. 

Satubdat,  June  23. 

TexoM  Anruxation — Bight  of  Slaves  to  petition 
Conffresa — Call  to  order  ^  the  Spet^er— 
Appeal ^om  th»  ^pmket~-^pealcer  mutavMA 
hy  tha  Moute. 

Mr.  Adam  prooeedod  in  his  remarks  on  the 

report  of  tiie  Committee  on  Foreign  AfiUrs,  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas ;  and  was 
referring  to  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  and 
the  proMedings  in  the  House  last  Congress  upon 
his  tendering  a  petition  of  that  character,  stat- 
ing that  he  should  have  no  hesitation  iu  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  a  slave,  if  his  memorial 
was  propwly  couched,  and  on  a  proper  snbjeo^ 
or  something  to  this  effect. 

The  Speaxbb  called  Mr.  A.  to  order,  saying 
that  his  remarks  were  irrelevant  to  the  su^eot 
under  consideration. 

tSx.  Adahb  was  puttine  ui  extreme  case,  by- 
war  <^  -iUnstration,  which  was  in  order. 

The  BpBAnn  again  reminded  Ur.  A.  that  he 
was  out  of  order. 

Ur.  Lbqarb  said  he  felt  compelled  to  call  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  order;  and 
cries  of  order  were  heard  in  variotis  parts  ot 
the  House. 

Mr.  Adahs  called  upon  the  Spbaeeb  to  re- 
duce the  disorderly  words  to  writing,  and 
appealed  from  the  dccisioa  of  the  Chaib. 

The  Spbaeeb  said  the  Chaib  could  not  be 
called  upon  to  reduce  remarks  made  out  of 
order  to  writing.  It  had  never  been  known, 
either  by  any  rule,  or  by  parliamentary  usage. 

Several  members  reared  to  the  twenty-third 
role  of  the  Honse^  which  requires  that  ^a- 
orderly  words  shall  be  reduced  to  writing. 

The  Speaeer  said  he  was  perfectiy  aware 
of  that  rule,  and  it  applied  to  cases  where  one 
member  called  another  to  order  for  diaorderiy 
or  personal  remarks,  and  not  to  the  Spiakkb, 
when  he  called  a  member  to  order  for  irrele- 
vant remarks,  for  the  rule  says  the  Spbaeeb 
thail  call  members  to  order,  and  makes  it  vn- 
peratively  his  duty. 
Mr.  Adahs  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rule. 
The  Spbaeeb  read  the  rule  requiring  that  a 
member  "  shall  confine  himself  to  the  question 
under  debate,"  and  said  he  had  called  the  gentle- 
man ftwa.  Maasacbnaetts  to  order  for  lirele- 
Tuuqr  in  debate.  As  ho  was  about  to  put  the 
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qnestion  on  the  appeal  from  tbe  decdnm  of  the 

vbtar, 

lb.  Adaicb  again  insisted  upon  haring  the 
words  redaced  to  writing. 

Cries  of  "  order  I  "  "  order  t " 

The  Spsakib  directed  Mr.  Adams  to  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Adaub  oontinned  to  hold  the  fioor,  and 
persisted  in  demanding  that  the  words  sfaoold 
be  redaced  to  writing,  and  said  he  woold  then 
appeal,  but  be  would  not  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision in  Uie  form  in  which  the  Sfbakeb  had 
pat  it 

The  Speaxeb  then  pnt  the  qnestim  upon  the 
appeal;  and tiie deoiAcMK^ the OHAiBwassna- 
tained.  / 

Tua — ^Heasn.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An* 
drewa,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  DeaUy,  Birdaall, 
Bora,  Brodhead,  BrooBon,  Bnchanan,  Cambreleng, 
J(din  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clown- 
ey,  Connor,  Craig,  Ctwj,  Ciwltett,  Cushman,  Davee, 
Beberry,  DeGrmff,  Dennte,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Faniiuiton,  Faitfleld,  Frj,  Qlasooc^  Gnuit- 
hmd,  Qnmt,  &n.j,  Haley,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hairidoa, 
Hayofls,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  HnUey^Wm.  H. 
Hunltf,  Ingum,  Thomas  B.  Jadumi,  Jenifer, 
Jo8^  JofauoD,  Nathamel  Jones,  John  W.  Jonea, 
Eeim,  Klingensmlth,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loomia,  Lyon,  Hallory,  Hartin,  Haury,  Haz- 
weU,  UcKay,  Robert  Mcaellan,  Abraham  UcCIellan, 
McClure,  Henefee,  Miller,  Uonteomery,  Moore,  Mot^ 
gan,  Samnd  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Paifcer,  PaIT]^  Payn- 
ter,  Peorce,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  radps,  Hdcens, 
PInmer,  Potter,*  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prcntiw,  Bandolpfa, 
Rcily,  Bencher,  Rivca,  Rumsey,  Charies  8bepard, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Steuart,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tumey,  Vail, 
Vauderveer,  John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  WUItams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Woid,  Woi^ 
tbiutoB,  Tell,  and  Yoike— 116. 

nIts.— Mesira.  Adams,  Borden,  Briggs,  William 
R  Galbottn,  Carter,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Sju^Ing,  Dar- 
ilngton,  levies,  Evans,  Everett,  Swing,  R.  Fletdier, 
niLnore,  Qoode,  6rennell,Hal8tead,  Hastings,  Henry, 
I4ncoln,  Samson  Mason,  McKenoan,  Mitchell,  Naylor, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Feck,  Potts,  Beed,  lUdgm,  Sobin- 
ton,  aade,  StaiU7,  TUlii«lMBt,  and  EUaha  WUttleM7 
—86. 


IN  BEKATE. 

Wsinranu.T,  Jnlj  4. 
2forth-ea$tem  Bovndarjf. 

Mr.  BuOBAiTAiT,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
ei^  Relations,  presented  a  report,  In  whioh 
thej  nnaDlinooslf  recommend  to  die  Senate  the 
adoption  of  the  fbllowing  resolntions : 

Jtetolved,  That  after  a  careAd  examination  and  de- 
liberate conuderation  of  the  whole  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  relative 
to  the  Nortfa-eastem  boundary  of  the  former,  the 
Senate  does  not  entert«n  a  doubt  of  the  entire  prac- 
ticability of  running  and  marking  that  boundary 
fai  strict  confonnity  with  the  atipowtlons  of  the  de- 
finittve  treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
•Igjhtj^ree ;  and  enteitcdn  a  perfect  oonrlcttca  of  the 


Ian  Cat, 

I  Justice  and  TBlIdity  of  Ae  title  of  die  UnktdKfr 

to  the  ftill  extent  of  all  the  teiritoiT  in  di^ 
I  tween  the  two  powers. 

Jlttoived,  JvrUur,  That,  conMdering  ihK  cp' 
than  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  £b  tadx, : 
of  that  treaty ;  consderiDg  the  extiaorfovT  ds- 
wliich  has  hitherto  marked  tiie  ncjndatiaaiidpv 
eeedmgs  of  the  Oofemments  (rf*  the  two  cnctiti 
in  thdr  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  the  eotnta^ 
and  coDffldering  the  danger  of  mutna)  iniWioE  c. 
colliNons  upon  the  border  oS  kindred  ud  faic.  . 
nations  from  fortiier  procrastinaticKi,  the  Seuie 
not  forbear  to  ezpreas  an  earnest  deaie  iha  u 
pending  negotiation  should  be  bnntgtit  to  i  lif. 
and  the  finu  deciwm  of  the  dispute  be  made  Bsri 
as  waedoaUe.  | 
SamiUad,  That,  as  it  would  be  ipeipediwtftri 
United  States  to  proceed,  upim  their  »ej*nJ<  n-ir 
ity,  to  survey,  and  mark  the  NorUi-eastemboradr  i 
until  all  reasonable  means  of  eflfectiDg  that  otq?/ | 
the  ooDsent  and  concurrence  of  botn  partie  sl  ' 
have  been  exhausted,  the  "  bill  to  provide  fortv" 
ing  the  Xortb-eastem  boundary  Ibe  of  the  Tu- 
SUtes  aoooiding  to  the  treaty  of  serenteen  W^ 
andeigb^4faiee**oaj^nottopaBs;  anditiida 
fore  (wdered  that  It  be  Ud  np<A  the  taUa 

Kr.  Clat,  of  Eentnoky,  had  been  rei;  ii: 
ions  that  the  report  ahonld  be  read  and  ve^>. 
with  all  the  attention  and  oonsideration  bt«c . 
ing  to  so  gnvo  and  important  a  snlgcet:  xt  I 

?[iiesticm  had  beat  most  deliberately  aslKt 
dUj  examined  in  the  committee ;  the 
whioh  was  the  work  of  the  ChurmBo,n 
pepared  with  very  great  ability ;  that  r- 
labmr  had  been  devoted  to  it,  in  the  ehoit  ^ 
Chat  had  been  allowed,  and  which  fa  '■■ 
more  creditable  to  its  author,  amid  Lis  o:i'  < 
varions  and  pressing  duties ;  and  that  it  >i ; 
well  calculated  to  advance  his  highchtr^  i 
before  the  coxintry. 

Ur.  Tallhadge  concurred  entirely  vitb 
Senator  from  Kentucky  as  to  Uie  talent  ~ : 
ability  with  which  it  was  drawn  Qp,ui>li^' 
manner  in  which  it  presented  the  gtettip^ 
tion.  If,  unhappily,  at  any  time  hereafter^ 
collinon  should  arise  between  the  two  <s~ 
tries,  which  he  hoped  most  rincerdy  wooU  > 
avoided,  it  was  very  importinti  in  hia  ^ 
that  the  people  of  the  ooontry  should  \af^ 
stand  the  merits  of  the  controvetsy.  t.-. 
wore  set  forth  in  that  report  in  a  coiid<!ni<^ 
and,  at  the  same  time,  sufficiently  cmp- 
and  ample  manner  to  enable  them  fblly  tooC' 
prehend  and  understand  it.   The  report  ocg^ 
therefore,  to  he  widely  and  oitenavelj  ff- 
culated.   He  should,  therefore,  move  for  U 
printing  of  an  extra  namber  of  copies, 
largest  that  ehoold  be  thought  proper ;  and 
therefore  moved  for  the  printing  of  K^!"' 
extra  copies ;  which,  aftwwards,  at  tl»  ^ 
gestion  of  Ur.  Wiluakb,  mpported  Iqr  otk* 
gentlemen,  he  inoreased  to  20,000. 

[TMsiBBriim<rf  CoopeaswM  eondnM 
resMon  on  Mood^,  July  9^  188S.} 
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TWEHTY-riFTH  COKGEESS.— THIRD  SESSION. 


PBOOXEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 


SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


IN  BISATB. 

KoiTOAT,  December  8, 1888. 

At  12  o'clock,  the  Senate  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Hon.  W.  R.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  Presi- 
dent jnv  tempore. 

The  CakiR  presented  tihe  oredoitUtls  of  the 
non.  Ephbauc  H.  "Sosraa^  appointed  by  the 
Gtovemor  vi  tlie  State  of  Teimusee  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  mpp^  the  Taeanoy  occa- 
tioned  by  the  leslgnatum  <tf  tiie  Hon.  Filiz 
Gkuitdt. 

The  nsoal  oath  was  then  administered  to 
Mr.  Fosm  by  the  Pre^dent,  and  he  lotik  hia 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Mobbib, 

OrSeredy  That  tbe  Beeretuy  of  the  Senate  inform 
the  House  of  RemsentatlTea  that  a  qoomm  <it  tbe 
Senate  had  laaenuded,  and  were  ready  to  piooeed  to 

On  motion  by  Vx.  WsiaHT, 

I  Rudttd,  That  a  committee  be  aiipoiiited  to  Jdn 

I  Bnd  oommittee  as  may  be  ^)pofaited  oo  tiie  part  of 

I  the  House  of  BepresentadTM,  to  mat  on  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  bim  that  qno- 

.  rams  of  the  two  HotiMS  bad  Mssmbted,  and  were 

'  i«adjtoreoriTeaDyooinBninkationBhem^^mii;e; 

'  whereapcm, 

Messrs.  WsioHt  and  Atxxir  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  put  of  the  Senate  by  ^e 
Ftendent. 


HOtJSB  07  EEPRKSKNTATTVB8. 

MoBDAT,  December  8. 

This  being  the  d«y  aet  apart    the  Orautita- 
tioo  of  the  United  Statea  for  tho  annoal  meet- 
ing of  OoDgreaa,  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Fou:,  called 
the  House  to  order  at  13  o'cktck,  M. 
YoL.ZIII^-14 


The  following  gentlemen  i^peared,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats : 

Messrs.  Bsns  ai^  Pdthak  of  New  York, 
OiDDiNoa  and  BwEABDraiv  at  Ohio,  and  ^abb 
of  Alabama. 

WUemmn  Meetion. 

Xr.  Cbabt,  of  Michinm,  annonncod  to  the 
Chair  that  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Dott  was  in  attend- 
ance as  a  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, and  moved  that  he  be  qualified. 

Mr.  Jokbb,  of  Wisconsin,  then  rose  and  pro- 
tested agiunst  the  right  of  Mr.  Dott  to  t^e 
his  seat  in  violation  of  Mr.  J.'s  rights  as  the 
ntting  member,  no  vacancy  having  ooentred, 
and  he  having  never  resigned. 

The  OeijB  wid  that  It  was  a  qaestion  tor 
the  Honse  to  take  its  order  npon. 

Mr.  Cbabt  produced  the  certificate  of  Mr. 
Dott'b  election  from  Qovemor  Dodge ;  whi(^ 
was  read. 

lb,  UdKxoi  moved  to  l«y  lb-.  Cbabt*s  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hie  fbrther  con- 

sideration ot  the  Bol^eot  wis  postponed  till 
Thorsday  next. 

'  Election  qf  Clerk. 

The  Chaib  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
tbe  Ohief  Clerk,  notifjring  the  Honse  of  tiie 
death  of  Col.  Waltxb  S.  fnksnass^  late  Clerk 
to  the  Kmse  of  Bepresentatires,  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  ParuiKLN  then  submitted  a  resolution, 
authorizing  the  wesent  Assistant  Clerk  to  act 
as  Clerk  of  tlie  Honse  until  the  vaoaney  occa- 
rioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Fbaxkuv  ahonld  be 
fiUed. 

Mr.  MaxiAAB  moved  to  anmid  l^sabstitirtins 
a  reaoliitiai  for  the  Hoose  to  prooeed  iMhwith 
toctoofcaOlt^ 
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Hr.  T>EOuaooLa  moT«d  an  amendment  bo  as 
to  provide  that  thd  eleotttm  ihoiild.  b«  vt»a 

wee, 

Mr.  KnuoAK  Inquired  If  this  motion  waa  in 

Cffder. 

The  Ohaik  mled  it  to  he  bo. 

Ur.  Dbouoools  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi, 
irfaioh  bi^ng  ordered,  were— yeas  119,  01. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  question  recnning  on  the 
latter  as  amended. 

So  the  Honae  determined  to  proceed  with 
the  deetion  d  a  Olerk  forthwith,  vwa  cam, 
and  Httoh  A.  Qablaxd,  of  Virginia,  faaving 
received,  on  the  third  ballot,  a  mvority  <^  all 
the  votes,  was  dedared  dolj-  eleotea  forthe  re-, 
mainder  of  the  present  Ct^ress. 


rS  SENATE. 

TrasDAT,  Decemhor  4. 

Ur.  Cut,  of  Alabama,  appeared  in  his  place. 

A  message  waa  received  A*om  the  House  of 
RepreBentatlves  by  Hr.  Gablaiid,  their  COerk, 
stating  that  the  House  was  oi^anized  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Pteridenfi  Mmage. 

Ifir.  Wbiqht,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
ptdnted  to  wait  cm  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  infimn  him  that  qoonuns  of  the  two 
Honsea  of  Ooogresa  had  assemUed,  arid  were 
ready  to  reoeive  any  oommnnioatiim  he  mlfdit 
make,  reported  tiiat  th^  had  perfimned  uie 
dn.^  asdgned  them. 

A  Uessage  was  then  received  Arom  the  Pres- 
ident of  ^e  United  States  by  ICabiht  Yah 
Bdbbn,  jr.,  his  Private  Secretary,  as  foUowa : 

FUhtnitineiuoftke  Senait 

and  Houte  of  R^mM/nUttvM*  : 
I  congratulate  70U  on  the  fiiToriible  drcnmstuoei 
in  the  condition  of  our  country,  under  which  70a 
reanemble  for  the  perfonnuice  of  your  offloUl 
duties.  Though  the  a&tidpations  of  an  abundant 
harvest  have  not  eTeryTbere  been  realized,  yet,  on 
tbe  whole,  the  labors  of  the  hndMUdman  are  re- 
warded with  a  bonntifld  Tetam ;  Industiy  prospers 
in  Its  various  chaonels  of  budnees  and  enterprise ; 
general  health  agajn  prevails  through  our  vast  di- 
versity  of  cUmate ;  nothing  threatens,  from  abroad, 
the  continuance  of  external  peace ;  nor  baa  any 
thing  at  home  impaired  tbe  strength  of  those  fra- 
ternal and  domestio  tlea  .which  constitute  the  only 
goaranlee  to  tbe  eueeesB  and  permuiency  of  our 
napny  Uoioii,  and  wlueh,  fbrmed  in  the  hour  of 
peril,  have  hitherto  been  bniorably  eustained 
through  every  vidsidtade  in  our  national  aiBura. 
These  blesrinn,  which  evince  the  care  and  bonefl* 
ceoce  of  Provi<tooee,  oaU  for  oar  devoutand  fervoot 
graUtude. 

We  have  not  less  reason  to  be  gtat^l  for  oUier 
boonties  bestowed  by  the  same  munifloent  hand, 
and  more  ezdndvely  our  own. 

Tbe  present  year  closes  the  first  half  eentury  of 
«ar  Federal  fnstitntions ;  and  our  ^tem— differing 
bom  an  etbers  la  the  aeknoiriedged,  prMtlcal.  and 
■nnHiBlied  opsnHonwhiohUhu  iSraoloBg  a  period 


^ven  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people— fan  tn 
been  fUUy  tested  by  experience. 

The  crastitotioa  devised  by  our  fore&ikni 
the  framewoik and  bond  of  that  qriteu,tln» 
tried,  has  become  a  settled  form  «  Gorenwoi, 
not  only  pieserving  and  protecting  the  gnUfB 
d|des  upcui  wbleh  it  was  foonded,  but  vvidtrfL; 
promoting  tn^vidnal  happiness  and  privite  ax- 
ests.  Though  subject  to  cbange  aDdendRrErt- 
cation,  whenever  deemed  inadeqoate  to  lU 
purposes,  yet  such  Is  tbe  wladm  of  in  cois» 
tioi^  and  so  Btal>le  has  been  tbe  pablieieuiBat 
that  it  remains  unaltered,  except  in  mttten  or» 
tail,  oompantively  unimportant.  It  liu  pne 
amply  Bumclent  for  the  various  emergendei  ir- 
dent  to  our  condition  as  a  nation.  A  fomi^ 
foreign  war ;  agitating  coUinons  between  doae&. 
and,  m  some  respecU,  riral  sovereigntiui  w 
tations  to  interfere  in  the  intestine  conuootMui 
ntigUttring  countries ;  the  dangerous  iofliciR 
that  arise  In  periods  of  exceauve  prosperity;  a: 
the  anti-republican  tendencies  of  astociited  la:: 
— these,  with  other  trials  not  lees  foniddilile,k! 
all  been  encountered,  and  thus  br  taoead^:t 
risted. 

It  waa  reserved  for  tiie  American  Uaioa  h  b 
the  advantages  of  a  Govemnent  entitely  (kpais 
on  the  eootuoal  exercise  of  the  populirril;n 
our  experience  baa  shown  that  it  is  as  baufiwi 
practice  as  it  is  just  in  theory.  Each  saem 
cbange  made  in  our  local  iostitutiiHis  baa  csxA 
uted  to  extend  tbe  right  of  sufi&nge,  ius  iociiK 
tbe  direct  influeoce  <u  the  mass  of  the  cooHrae 
given  greater  freedom  to  individual  exntio^e 
restrieted|  more  and  more,  tbe  powers  of  Gipt 
ment ;  yet  the  intelligence,  prudence,  and  piti 
ism  of  the  peoi^e  have  kept  pace  with  ttu  c 
mented  responsibility.  In  no  countiy  b»  ca- 
tion been  so  widely  diffiised.  Domestic  paO' 
nowhere  so  largely  reigned.  Tbe  close  boisi 
sodal  Intercoiuse  liave  in  no  instance  pma  I 
with  such  liBnnony  over  a  apace  aovaat.  il&S' 
of  rdiglonhave  united,  for  the  first  tSaie,  to  dfe 
charity  and  piety,  because,  for  tbe  first  Uaes* 
history  of  nations,  all  have  been  totally  mca 
melled,  and  absolutely  free.  Tbe  deepest  »z» 
of  the  wilderness  have  been  penetrated;  jr.: 
stead  of  tbe  rudeness  in  tbe  aodal  condioce 
quent  upon  such  adventores  ebewhere,  dodr^ 
coounBTUties  have  sprung  up,  already  uarii^* 
prosperity,  general  intoUigence,  iutenul  tru-;^ 
hty,  and  the  wisdom  of  thrir  political  imtiBD* 
Internal  improvement,  tbe  fruit  of  indindu^^ 
terprise,  fostered  by  the  protection  of  tbe  Self 
has  added  new  links  to  the  confedeiatioa,^ 
fresh  rewards  to  provident  industry.  Dcs^ 
questi(ms  of  domestio  pt^y  have  be«4*^ 
settled  by  motnal  fbrliMranee;  and  ■I"'*''! 
commerce,  and  manofaotares,  minister  to  ^ 
other.  Taxation  and  pubUe  debt,  the  btai^ 
whidi  bear  eo  heavily  upon  all  other  coa»^ 
have  pressed  with  comparative  lightness  iip«i^ 
Witiiout  one  entangling  lUUanee,  oar  ftwniitl^' 
]H^d  by  ev«T  natum;  and  the  tigfauof  cv^ 
sens  are  everywhere  respected,  Imcsosc  Atf  * 
known  to  be  guarded  by  a  united,  Bei>atirt<> 
watchful  peoi^e. 

To  this  practical  operation  of  our  institntkteS 
evident  and  successful,  we  owe  that  incmnu* 
tadment  to  them  wtiieh  b  among  the  nosaX* 
ii^  whlhitiona  of  popidar  senlimut,  sad  p** 
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thar  bMt  Kcnritjr,  la  time  to  coiBe,  agi^ift  fmign 
or  domestfe  ■miiU, 

Thifl  reTlew  of  the  remit!  of  oar  butHatfonf,  for 
half  a  centarj,  withont  excttfaig  a  spirit  of  r^n 
eznltstion,  ihoold  terre  to  Impresa  apon  na  the 
great  principles  from  which  they  have  sprang; 
conitant  and  direct  snperririon  bj  the  peofue  orer 
every  pnbHo  meamre ;  itiiet  ftirbeannoe  ob  the 
part  of  the  Oovemment  from  enreUng  any  dot^t* 
fill  or  disputed  poven;  and  a  eautlons- abstinence 
from  all  tnterferenee  with  concerns  which  properly 
belong,  and  are  best  left  to  State  nguUtions  and 
lodiTidual  enterprise. 

Full  infoTmatioQ'  of  the  state  of  oar  fbreign 
affafra  having  been  recently,  on  difTerent  occa- 
sions, submitted  to  Congress,  I  deem  it  necessary 
now  to  bring  to  your  uottoe  wdy  aseh  events  as 
have  sabseqnently  oecnrred,  or  an  <^  such  impor- 
tance as  to  reqoire  particular  attention. 

The  most  amiable  dispodtions  continue  to  be 
exhibited  by  tiD  the  nations  with  whom  tbe  Gov- 
cmment  and  citizens  of  tbe  United  States  intre  an 
habitual  intercourse.  At  the  date  of  my  last  an- 
nual BMMue,  Mezieo  was  the  only  nation  which 
covld  not  be  induded  in  so  gratifying  a  reference 
to  our  fordgn  relations, 

I  am  happy  to  be  now  able  to  inform  yon  that 
an  advance  has  been  made  towards  the'  a^jnstment 
of  our  difflculttes  with  tfaat  RepubUe,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  enstomary  good  feeling  be- 
tween tbe  two  nations.  This  important  ehange  has 
been  effected  by  conciliatory  negoUations,  that 
have  resotted  in  the  conclusioQ  of  a  treaty  between 
the  two'Govemments,  which,  when  ranfled,  wQi 
refer  to  the  arbitrament  of  a  fHendly  power  *S\  tbe 
subjects  of  controversy  between  us  growing  oot  <^ 
injuries  to  individuals.  There  Is,  at  present,  also,, 
reason  to  believe  that  an  eqiritable  aettlement  of' 
alt  dispoted  points  will  be  atbUned  wMxrat  fbrther 
difficulty  or  nnneccsssiy  delay,  and  thos  anthorite 
the  free  resumption  of  diplouatie  IntercoorM  wUb 
our  sister  Repablic 

"With  respect  to  tbe  north-eastern  bonndary  of 
the  United  States,  no  official  correspondence  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Or^t  Britain 
has  passed  rince  that  communicated  to  Congress 
towards  the  close  of  their  Isst  session.  The  offer 
to  negotiate  a  convention  for  the  apptdntment  of  a 
'  joint  commission  of  sarrey  and  eziAoradon,  1  am, 
however,  assured  will  be  met  by  her  Hajesty'a  Gov- 
'  emment  in  a  conciliatory  and  friendly  spirit,  and 
instmcdons  to  enable  the  Bridsh  Minister  here  to 
conclude  such  an  arrangement  will  be  tranmitted 
to  him  without  needless  delay.  It  it  hoped  -and 
expected  that  these  InstraeUOns  will  be  of  a  llbml 
character,  and  that  this  negotiation,  if  sacceasful, 
will  prove  to  be  an  important  step  towards  tbe 
satisnctory  and  final  a^ustment  of  the  contro- 
versy. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  respect  for  tbe  laws  and 
regard  fbr  the  peace  and  honor  of  thrir  own  eonn- 
try,  which  has  ever  eharaeteriied  the  ddsans  oS 
the  United  States,  would  have  prevented  any  por- 
tion of  them  firom  osiog  any  means  to  promote  in- 
surrection in  tbe  territory  of  a  power  with  which 
we  are  at  peace,  and  with  wUch  the  United  States 
are  denrons  of  mainteining  the  most  fitaidly  rtfla- 
tions.  I  r«ret  deeply,  bowever,  to  be  obHged  to 
hiflmn  yon  uiat  tUa  baa  not  been  the  eate^  InJbr- 
matltm  has  been  ^ven  to  me,  derived  firon  olfltial 
and  other  sonroea,  that  many  dtiiena  <tf  the  UnUad 


Btataa  faaTe  aaaodated  together  to  mdte  boatile  tai- 
corriona  from  mr  tenhory  Into  Canada,  and  to 
aid  and  abet  inanrrection  there,  in  dotation  of  the 
obllgatloDa  and  laws  of  tbe  United  Statea,  and  In 

open  disregard  of  their  own  duties  as  citiiens. 
This  information  has  been  in  part  confirmed,  by  a 
hostile  invasion  actually  made  by  .citisena  of  the 
United  States,  in  coqionction  wltii  Canadlana  and 
others,  and  accompanied  by  a  fordUe  seimre  of 
tbe  property  of  our  oitisens,  and  an  appUcatioa 
thereof  to  &e  prosecution  of  militatr  operations 
against  the  authorities  and  people  of  danada. 

The  resiilts  of  these  criminal  assaults  upon  tbe 
peace  and  order  of  a  neighboring  countiV,  have 
been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  &tal^  destmctive  to 
the  misguided  or  deluded  persons  ei^aged  in  tbem, 
and  bignly  injurious  to  those  In  whoee  behalf  they 
are  jprofessed  to  have  been  nndsrtaken.  The  au- 
thorities in  Canada,  from  intelligence  received  of 
such  intended  movements  among  our  dtisens,  have- 
felt  themselves  obliged  to  take  precautionary  meas- 
ures against  tbem ;  have  actually  embodied  the 
militia,  and  assomed  an  attitude  to  repel  tbe  inva- 
sion to  w^iicli  dwy  bdieved  the  oolomes  won  ex- 
posed  frwn  the  United  States.  A.  state  of  fe^g 
on  both  rides  of  the  frontier  has  thus  been  pro- 
duced, which  called  for  prompt  and  vigorous  inter- 
ference. If  an  insurrection  existed  in  Canada,  the 
amicable  dispositions  of  the  United  Statea  towards 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  their  duty  to  themselves, 
wonU  lead  them  to  maintain  a  atrict  neamUty, 
and  to  restrdn  tb^  oitisena  ftom  all  vldatlons  of 
the  laws  which  have  been  paused  for  Its  enforce- 
ment. But  this  Government  recognizes  a  still 
hif^er  obligation  to  repress  all  attempts  on  the 
part  of  its  citizeoa  to  distnrb  the  peace  of  a  oonn- 
try  where  order  pnvaiis,  or  has  been  re-establisbed. 
Dumdations  by  onr  dtlaena  upon  nati<mB  at  peace 
wito  the  United  States,  or  combinations  for  eom- 
mittiog  them,  have  at  ail  thnes  been  r^rded  by 
the  American  Oovemment  and  peofde  with  tbe 
greatest  abborrence.  XiUtary  Incuiidons  by  our 
citizens  into  countries  so  sitnated,  and  the  com- 
misrion  of  acts  ^  violence  on  the  members  thereof 
In  order  to  effeet  a  change  in  its  govenunent,  or 
under  any  pratext  whatever,  have,  from  the  oom- 
mencement  of  our  Government,  been  held  equally 
crin^nal  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  In  them,  and 
as  much  deserving  of  punishment,  as  would  be  the 
disturbance  of  the  pubuo  peace  by  tbe  perpetntion 
of  umilar  acts  within  our  own  territory. 

By  no  country  or  persona  have  these  Invaluable 
princiideB  of  international  law — prinei^es,  the  strict 
obesrvanoe  of  which  Is  so  in&penaable  te  tbe  pres- 
ervation of  social  order  in  the  worid — been  more 
eazneMly  cherished  or  sacredly  respected  than  by 
those  great  and  good  men  who  first  decUrod,  and 
finally  esUblished,  tbe  independence  of  our  own 
country.  They  promulgated  and  maintelned  tliem 
at  an  iaAj  and  critleai  period  in  our  history ;  they 
wen  rahH  nuentiy  embodied  in  legidativo  enaeU 
mento  of  a  highly  penal  cfaaraeter,  tbo  fUthftd  en- 
foreement  of  which  has  hitherto  beeo,  and  will,  I 
tmst,  always  continue  to  be,  regarded  as  a  duty 
Inseparably  associated  with  the  n^tenanoa  of  our 
national  hiiHior.  That  the  peojde  of  the  United 
States  should  fbel  an  intarett  in  tbe  spread  of  po- 
litick Institations  as  free  as  they  regard  thdr  own 
to  be,  la  natural;  nor  eaa  a  matm  ■oUdtode  tut 
the  sneeeaa  of  all  thoaa  who  an,  at  anytime,  in 
goodftitttlvqx^  flw  tiMb  MMtdaMott,  be  im> 
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puted  to  our  clti»na  u  t  crime.  "With  the  entire 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  an  nndiflguiwd  expre«aioa 
tbereoC  on  thdr  put,  the  OoremmeDt  has  neither 
ibe  rinit,  DOT,  I  trmt,  the  dlqwdtlon  to  faueriere. 
Bnt  medier  Hie  IntereM  or  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  reqnire  that  the;  ihould  tw  made  a 
partf  to  any  snen  stmnrie,  and,  bj  ineritabie  con- 
Kqoenoe,  to  the  war  wmcb  is  waged  in  ita  Hopport, 
is  a  qnestion  whioh,  hj  our  consttttitioD,  ia  wiaely 
left  to  Congress  alone  to  decide.  It  is,  by  the  laws, 
already  made  erimlDal  in  oar  citizens  to  embarrass 
or  anUcipate  that  dedsion,  by  ouautfaoriced  military 
operations  on  their  part.  Oflfenoes  of  this  char- 
aoter,  in  edition  to  tlidr  eriminalitr  as  violadons 
of  the  iaws  of  oar  conntry,  have  a  direct  tendency 
to  draw  down  npon  onr  own  dtizeqs  at  large  the 
inidtiplied  evils  of  a  foreign  war,  and  expose  to  in- 
jurious Imputations  the  good  fUtb  and  honor  of  the 
eonntry.  A«  SDch  Uwy  deserve  to  be  pat  down 
iridi  prMDptHode  and  aeelalon.  I  oannot  be  mis- 
taken. I  am  etmSdeDt,  in  counting  on  die  cordial 
and  general  concurrence  of  our  fi^ow-ciUsens  in 
this  sentiment,  A  copy  of  the  proclamation  which 
I  hare  felt  it  my  duty  to  issue,  is  herewith  comnra- 
nkated.  I  cannot  bnt  hope  that  the  good  sense 
and  patriotism,  the  regard  for  tiie  honor  and  repn- 
tation  of  tbeir  eoaiit^,  tin  respect  for  the  laws 
whSeh  they  have  themselTea  enacted  for  their  own 
goremment,  and  the  love  of  order  for  which  the 
mass  of  our  people  bare  been  so  long  and  so  justty 
dlstJogdslied,  win  deter  the  comparatiTely  few  who 
are  engaged  in  them  from  a  farther  prosecution  of 
soch  desperate  enterprises.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
raiatinc  law*  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
fldthfoUy  exeonted;  and  every  effort  win  be  made 
to  carry  Aem  out  in  tbeir  full  extent.  Whether 
they  are  snlBcient  or  not,  to  meet  the  actual  state 
of  things  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  it  is  for  Con- 
gress to  dedde. 

it  will  appear  fW>m  the  correspondence  herewith 
snbmitted,  ttiat  the  Qovenment  of  Rus^  decUnee 
a  reaewal  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  conventiott 
a£  April,  ISM,  between  the  TJnited  States  and  Us 
Imperial  K^esty,  by  the  third  article  of  vbkh  U  Is 
•gned  that  "  hereafter  there  shaU  not  be  formed 
the  dUxeos  of  the  United  Stetet,  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  said  States,  any  establishment  upon 
ihe  Dorth-west  coast  of  America,  nor  in  any  of  the 
Uaads  adjacent,  to  the  nortiti  of  H"  40'  of  north 
latitade;  and  that  hi  tbe  same  nunaerHiero  shall  b« 
aone  formed  by  Russian  mbjecM,  or  nnder  the  au- 
thority of  Russia,  south  of  the  same  parallel ;  **  and 
by  the  foarth  article,  "that,  daring  a  term  of  ten 
years,  counting  from  the  signature  of  the  present 
convention,  the  ships  of  bo£  powen,  or  which  be- 
long to  tiieir  citizens  or  sutjects  respectively,  may 
n^rooallT  fteqaant,  without  any  hindrance  what- 
•v«r,  the  Ulterior  seas,  galb,  harbors,  and  creeks 
npon  the  coast  mentioned  in  the  preeedhig  article, 
for  the  parpose  of  flshingaod  trading  with  the  na- 
tives of  the  country."  The  reasons  assigned  for 
dedhiing  to  renew  the  provisions  of  this  article, 
art,  brimy,  that  the  only  use  made  by  our  dtiseos 
of  ue  prirnege  It  secures  to  them,  hu  been  to  snp- 
ffy  the  Indians  with  spiritnons  Hquors,  ammoidtion, 
and  fire-arms ;  that  this  traffic  has  been  exdnded 
from  the  Bnarian  trade ;  and  as  the  supples  flir- 
nidied  from  the  Uidted  States  are  bjurions  to  the 
Roisiaa  establishments  on  the  north-west  coast,  and 
oalovlated  to  prodaee  oonpbdnts  between  the  two 
OoTonnient^  his  XaqierU  kiilei^  tUnki  ft  for  the 


interest  of  both  countries  not  to  accede  t» 
propodtion  made  by  the  American  GoveranKDt  fir 
the  renewal  of  tiie  artide  laat  referred  to. 

The  correspondenee  herewith  commudeatedv] 
show  the  grounds  opon  whleh  we  eootead  tint  At 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have,  indepadtntrf 
the  providons  of  the  conventioa  of  18S4,  %  rigk 
to  trsde  with  the  natives  npon  the  coast  b  qw- 
titm,  at  nnocoui^ed  places,  liable,  hovever,  it  b 
admitted,  to  be  at  any  time  extinguisbed  bj  tbe 
creation  of  Russian  establishments  at  sncti  pobu 
This  right  la  denied  by  the  Rosrian  OovcnuKoi, 
wbidi  asserts  that,  by  tiie  operatiou  of  the  tmtf 
of  18M,  eadi  party  agreed  to  wdve  tite  pttti 
right  to  land  on  the  vacant  coasts  on  tbe  reqwctin 
ddes  of  the  degree  of  latitude  referred  to,  tsd  k- 
cepted,  in  lien  uiereof^  the  mutual  priril^^  bo- 
tioned  in  the  fourth  article.  Tbe  capital  uoi  He- 
nage  employed  by  our  citizens  in  thdr  tnde  nih 
the  north-west  coast  of  Amerioa  wIB,  pBitim« 
adverting  to  the  oOdal  statements  of  tiie  ensiKKt 
and  nairigation  of  the  Uirfted  States  for  the  tal 
few  years,  be  deemed  too  ineondderaMe  in  uoM 
to  attract  mnoh  attention ;  yet  the  sot^  mtj,  it 
other  respeeta,  dewrve  the  carefol  oonddcniiHrf 
Congress. 

I  r^ret  to  ststo  ^  the  Uoitede  <tf  the  iiriDcqid 
ports  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Hexleo,  wfaidi,inci» 
sequence  of  dUfbrences  between  that  Rqmblie  vl 
IVanoe,  was  bistituted  in  May  last,  unfwtanttdTidl 
continues,  enforced  by  a  competent  Frendi  mnl 
force,  and  is  necessarily  embamedng  to  ovr  on 
trade  in  the  gulf,  in  common  with  that  of  otbff 
nations.  Every  dispodtion,  however,  is  beltord  It 
exist  on  the  part  <^  the  Frcmch  GoveimDeiit,  to  m- 
der  this  measure  as  Utde  onnotts  as  ptietinhle  i* 
the  btterasts  of  tbe  dtiiena  of  the  Udted  Sttfo^ 
tin  those  of  neutral  commerce ;  and  it  is  to  be  bopM 
that  an  eariy  settlement  of  tbe  difficulties  bemn 
Prance  and  Hexleo,  wUl  soon  K-establiih  the  fav- 
monioua  reladona  fomeHy  subdsting  belwMB  wi. 
and  again  wen  the  ports  of  that  B^nt^  to  the  T» 

sds  of  aUMendlTBBtieDS. 

A  cwvention  for  marUng  that  part  of  tbe  b(p» 
dary  between  tiie  United  States  and  the  Bqidilie  " 
Texaa,  which  extends  from  the  mouth  of  tbe 
to  the  Red  River,  was  oimdadcd  and  dgned  et  w 
city  on  the  SKtii  of  April  last  It  bas  sbtee  ha 
ratified  by  both  Governments ;  and  seMOiabteiw* 
uresirill  be  tdken  to  carry  ItlirtoiAciiBiHrt 
of  the  Udted  States. 

The  ap^cation  of  that  Republic  for 
Into  tUs  Union,  made  in  August,  1897,  and 
was  declined  tm  reasons  already  made  known  to  j», 
had  been  formdly  witiidrawn,  as  wifl  tpptu  ^ 
the  accompanying  copy  of  the  note  of  the  ■'"f' 
Plenipotentiary  of  Texas,  whldi  wm  P^^I, 
the  Secretary  (tf  Suie  on  the  occadoa  of  ne  » 
diange  oftbe  ratifications  of  the  convention 
mentioned. 

C<nrfea  oi  tbe  convention  witii  Texss,  « 
meicCd  treaty  conduded  wltfi  the  King  of 
and  of  a  dmilar  treaty  witti  tiie  Peru-Boliitf 
federation,  the  ntiflcations  of  which  have  been^ 
centiy  exchanged,  accompany  this  wtMffi 
informadm  or  Congreas,  and  for  sodi  Iv"^ 
enattmenti  as  may  be  found  necesniyv  np""^ 
In  relation  to  either  of  them.  ^ 

To  watdi  over  and  foster  the  intepertB dip»J 
oally  iocreadng  and  widdy  extended  «o^ffV^ 
gwid  tbe  rig&ii  of  Ameriosa  dtiHM^*""*^ 
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nee*,  or  pleuare,  or  other  motivea,  may  tempt  into 
distant  climee,  and  at  the  same  time  to  cultivate 
those  BeDdments  of  mutual  respect  and  good  will 
which  experience  baa  proved  so  benefidal  ia  inters 
natioDcd  interooiuse,  the  Goreniment  of  the  United 
States  has  deetned  it  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  to 
estaUiah  diplomatio  coonectiODS  irith  different  for^gn 
States,  by  the  qipcrfotmeBt  of  repcesmtatiTea  to 
reside  within  tbdr  raepeotlTe  teiritories.  I  am  grati- 
fied to  be  enabled  to  anwmnoe  to  you  that,  rinoe  the 
dose  of  your  last  seenon,  these  relations  have  been 
opened  under  the  happiest  auspices  .with  Austria  and 
the  Two  Sdlies ;  ^at  new  Dominations  have  been 
mode  in  the  respective  misoona  of  Buaria,  Brazil, 
Bds^am,  and  Sweden  and  Norw»,  In  tlua  coontry ; 
and  that  a  Ifinlater  SxtnuiAnary  hu  been  reodved, 
accredited  to  this  Qovemmeat  {torn  the  Aigeatine 
Oonfeder^on. 

An  exposition  of  the  fiscal  aflbirs  of  the  Qovem- 
m^nt,  aiul  df  their  condilioa  for  the  past  year,  will 
be  made  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
of  January  next,  ia  estimated  at  $2,766,842.  The 
receipts  of  the  year,  from  customs  and  lands,  will 
probably  amount  to  ^0,016,698.  These  usual  sources 
of  revenue  have  been  increased  by  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes — of  which  less  than  eight  milions  of  dollars, 
including  interest  and  prineipal,  will  be  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  the  year— and  by  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  Utdted  States,  for  $2,264,- 
871.  The  aggregate  of  means  from  these  and  other 
sources,  with  the  balance  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary last,  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  apim>- 
priations  by  Congress.  The  whole  expenditure  for 
the  year  on  their  account,  iodnding  the  redemption 
of  more  than  eight  miltions  of  Treasury  notes,  consti- 
tutes an  aggregate,  of  about  forty  milUons  of  dollars, 
and  will  stiU  leave  in  the  Treasury  the  balance  before 
stated. 

Keaily  e^ht  millions  of  ddlars  of  Treasu^  notes 
are  to  be  uid  during  the  coming  year,  in  addition  to 
the  ordin^  ^jpropriationa  for  the  support  of  Oov- 
crrmient.  For  botii  these  purposes,  the  resources  of 
the  Trearary  will  undoubtedly  be  snfBdent,  if  the 
diaigea  upon  it  are  not  increased  beyond  the  annual 
esthnates.  No  excea,  homvrvr,  is  likely  to  exist ; 
nor  can  die  postponed  Instalment  of  the  Borplus  rev- 
enue be  deported  with  the  States,  nor  any  consider- 
able  ippropriatioDB  beyond  the  estimates  be  made, 
witiwat  canaine  a  deficiency  in  tiie  Trrasory.  The 
great  caution  advisable  at  all  times,  of  limiting  appro- 
priations to  the  wants  of  the  public  service,  is  ren- 
dered necessary  at  present  by  the  promective  and 
TKpA  reduction  of  the  tariff;  while  ue  vigilant  jeal- 
ousy, evldentiy  excited  anwag  the  people  by  the 
oecurrencee  of  the  Ust  few  years,  assures  us  tiiat  they 
expect  from  their  representatives,  and  will  sustain 
them  in  tiie  exercise  o^  the  most  rigid  economy. 
Hnch  can  be  effected  by  pos^xndnff  ^>pn)|niatiuis, 
not  bunediately  required  for  the  ordinary  public  ser- 
vice, or  for  any  presriog  emergency ;  and  mudi  by 
redudi^  the  expraiditures  iriiere  the  entire  and  im- 
mediate accompUdmient  of  the  olyects  in  view  ia  not 
indispensable. 

When  we  call  to  mind  the  recent  and  extreme 
embemssmeitts  produced  by  exeoNive  ianies  of 
bank  p^ter,  aggravated  by  the  unforeseen  withdrawal 
of  much  fonam  capital,  and  the  inevitable  deranee- 
ment  arising  from  the  distrU>ution  of  the  sorjMns 
revenoa  among  the  States  as  required  byGongreBs; 
and  owsder  toe  betvy  nqtewn  inoatnd  by  the 
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moval  at  Indian  tribes;  by  the  military  op««tIons 
in  florida ;  and  on  account,  of  the  unusually  bulge 
appropriations  made  ^  the  last  two  annual  sessions 
i»  Coi^^ress  for  other  objects,  we  have  stiiking  evi- 
dence, in  tlw  preeeot  efficient  state  of  our  financee, 
of  the  abundant  resonroes  of  the  country  to  fulfil  all 
its  obl^;ationa.  Kor  Ia  it  leas  gratifying  to  find  that 
the  general  business  of  die  oommumty,  decfdy  aff^ 
ed  as  it  has  been,  is  reviving  with  additional  vigor, 
chastened  by  the  lessons  of  the  pest,  and  anim^ed 
by  the  hopes  of  the  future.  By  the  curtailment  of 
piq>er  issues  *,  by  curbing  the  ssnguine  and  adven- 
turous q>irit  of  speculation ;  and  by  the  htmorable 
application  of  all  ayailabie  means  to  the  fulfilment 
<rt>Il^tioDB,  omfldeuoe  has  been  reitored  both  at 
hnne  and  Abroad,  tad  ease  and  facility  secured  to  aU 
the  operations  of  trade. 

The  agency  of  the  Oovemmeot  in  producing  tiiese 
results  has  been  as  efficient  as  its  powers  and  means 
permitted.  By  withholtUng  from  the  States  the 
(teposit  of  the  fourth  instalment,  and  leaviiw  several 
mtUloDB  at  long  erects  with  the  banks,  imdg^mI^ 
in  one  section  m  the  ooimtiy,  and  more  immediately 
benefidal  to  it;  and,  at  the  same  time,  aiding  the 
banks  and  commercial  communities  in  other  semons, 
by  postpotdng  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  to  the 
amount  of  between  four  and  five  millions  of  d(dlars ; 
by  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  as  a  means  to  en^e 
the  Government  to  meet  the  oonssquencea  of  thdr 
indulgence ;  but  affDrding,  at  tiie  same  time,  fbdU- 
ties  for  remittance  and  exchange ;  and  by  steadily 
dedining  to  emfdoy  as  general  depositories  of  the 
public  revenuea,  or  receive  the  notes  of  all  banks 
which  rehised  to  redeem  them  with  spede :  by  these 
measures,  aided  by  the  faT<n«ble  action  of  some  <^ 
the  banks,  and  by  the  support  and  c<H4}ei«li(n  of  * 
lai^  portitm  of  the  community,  we  have  iritneeaed 
an  eariy  resumption  of  spede  payments  In  our  great 
commercial  capital,  promptiy  followed  in  amioat 
every  part  of  the  United  St^es.  This  result  has  been 
alike  salutary  to  the  true  interests  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manu&ctures ;  to  public  morals,  respect 
for  the  laws,  and  tiiat  confidence  between  man  and 
man  wUdi  is  so  essential  in  all  our  social  relations. 

Tlie  coBtrast  between  the  snspeiuion  of  1814  and 
that  <tf  1887  Is  most  striking.  The  diort  doratioa 
of  the  latter ;  the  fmmipt  restoration  of  business ; 
the  evident  benefits  resulting  from  an  adherence 
by  the  Government  to  the  constitutional  standard 
of  value,  instead  of  sanctioning  the  suapencdon  by 
the  receipt  of  irredeemable  paper;  and  the  advan- 
tages derived  from  the  laige  amount  of  qiede  In- 
trodnoed  into  the  country  prerlow  to  188T,  aflbrd 
a  valuable  illustration  of  the  true  policy  of  the  Got- 
cmment  in  such  a  cri^ ;  nor  can  the  comparison 
fitil  to  remove  the  Impresedon  that  a  national  bank 
is  necessary  in  such  emergencies.  Not  only  were 
specie  payments  resumed  without  its  idd,  bat  ex* 
Manges  liave  also  been  more  rapidly  restored  than 
when  it  eristed ;  thereby  Aoiring  that  private  cap- 
ital, enterprise,  and  prudence  are  folly  adequate  to 
these  ends.  On  all  tbe»e  points  experience  seems 
to  have  confirmed  the  views  heretofore  submitted 
to  Congress.  We  have  been  saved  the  mortification 

seeing  the  distress  of  the  community  for  the  third 
time  seised  on  to  ihsten  upon  tiie  eonntry  so  dan- 

Srous  an  Institution ;  and  we  may  also  ampe  tiiat 
s  businessof  individuab  will  hereafter  be  rellered 
from  the  ii^jurions  effects  of  a  continued  agitation 
of  that  disturbing  snt^ect.  The  Umited  Infloenoe 
(tf  a  national  baakln  avartlDg  derangement  la  th» 
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cxcbangM  of  the  country,  or  in  compelling  the  re- 
■nmptiwt  of  ^ecie  pajrinenta,  ia  now  not  lesa  ap- 
parent than  it*  tendency  to  increase  inordinate  apec- 
ulation  by  aadden  expao^nf  and  contractions;  its 
dispcMition  to  create  panic  and  embarraaament  for 
die  ivomotioh  of  ita  own  designs ;  its  interference 
with  politics ;  and  ita  &r  greater  power  for  evil  than 
for  good,  either  in  regard  to  the  local  insUtationa 
cr  tbe  (^rations  of  Goremmeirt  itaeUl  What  was, 
fai  tbeu  retpects,  but  apprebenrion  or  c^nion  when 
a  national  bank  waa  first  eauUished,  now  stands 
ooafinoed  by  bamitiating  experience.  The  scenes 
Uirou^  which  we  bare  passed  co&clunrely  prove 
how  little  our  commerce,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
or  fiasjiees,  require  auch  an  institution,  and  what 
dangera  are  attendant  on  Us  power— «  power,  I 
trust,  nerer  to  be  conferred  by  the  American  peo- 
ple upon  their  GoTemment,  and  itill  less  npon  fn^- 
vlduato  not  reapoosibie  to  them  for  its  unarotdable 
abuses. 

My  coQTiction  of  the  necessity  of  further  legida- 
tiTe  [»OTi«ons  for  the  aafekeepti^  and  disborse- 
ment  of  the  public  nkoneya,  and  my  Oj^ion  in  re- 
gard to  the  measures  beat  adapted  to  the  aooom- 
pliihnwt  of  those  objects,  hare  been  already  aub- 
mftted  to  yon.  These  have  been  strengthened  by 
recent  erenia ;  and,  in  the  full  conviution  that  Ume 
and  experience  must  still  further  demonstrate  their 
propriety,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  with  respectful  defer- 
eoce  to  the  conflicUng  views  of  others,  again  to  in- 
vite your  attention  to  them. 

With  the  exception  of  limited  sums  depodted  in 
the  few  banks  still  employed  under  the  act  of  1886, 
the  amounts  received  for  duties,  aod,  with  very  in- 
considerable exceptions,  those  accruing  from  lands 
also,  have,  unce  the  general  suspennon  of  specie 
paymenta  by  the  deposit  banks,  been  kept  and  dis- 
bnxaed  by  Uie  Treasurer,  under  hia  general  legal 
poverii  ant^eet  to  the  superintendence  of  the  Sec- 
letary  of  the  Tteaaury.  The  propriety  of  defining 
more  specifically,  and  of  regulating  by  law,  the  ex- 
erciae  of  this  wide  scope  <^  Executive  ^scretion, 
hss  been  already  submitted  to  Congress. 

X  change  in  the  office  of  collector  at  one  of  our 
principal  ports,  has  brought  to  light  a  defalcation 
of  the  gravest  character,  tbe  partieulars  of  which 
will  be  laid  before  you  In  a  special  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  By  his  report  and  the 
accompanying  documents,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
weekly  returns  of  the  de&ultlng  officer  apparentiy 
exhibited,  throughout,  a  &ithful  administration  of 
tbe  afiairs  iotmsted  to  hia  management.  It,  bow- 
evu,  now  ajqteara,  that  he  oomnwDoed  abttraotiug 
tbe  puWo  moneys  shortly  after  hia  af^pointment, 
and  oontinned  to  do  so,  progressively  increasing  the 
amount,  for  the  term  of  more  than  seven  years,  em- 
bracing a  portion  of  the  period  during  which  the 
iHiblic  moneys  were  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  SutM,  the  whole  of  that  of  tbe  State  bank 
depout  system,  and  concluding  only  on  his  retire- 
ment from  office  after  that  system  had  substantially 
fUIed,  in  consequence  of  t^e  suspension  of  specie 
paymenta. 

The  way  in  which  this  defalcation  was  so  long 
concealed,  and  the  stepa  taken  to  indemnify  the 
Ut^ted  States,  as  fkr  as  practicable,  against  losa, 
will  also  be  presented  to  you.  The  case  is  one 
which  imperatively  claims  the  attention  of  Congress, 
and  fnmishea  the  strongest  motive  for  tbe  cstabUsb- 
ment  of  a  more  aerere  and  secore  system  for  the 


safekeeinng  and  disbursement  of  the  puUe  UKp 
than  any  that  has  heretofore  existed. 

It  seems  proper,  at  all  events,  that,  bj  u  « 
enactment,  similar  to  that  of  other  Goantria,iii 
ai^ication  of  public  money  by  an  officer  of  GtTnt 
ment  to  private  uses,  should  be  made  a  lehnr, 
visited  with  severe  and  ignominious  pou^iK 
This  is  already,  in  effect,  £e  law  in  reeped  u 
mint,  and  has  be^  |Hodiictive  of  tbe  nMMtalar 
residti.  Whatever  system  la  adopted,  tod  ne 
actment  would  be  wise  as  an  independent  tKtc< 
since  much  of  the  public  moneys  must,  ia  ibci;, 
lection  and  ultimate  disbursement,  pass  twice  ttm; 
the  bands  of  public  officers,  in  whaterer  Dui 
they  are  intermediately  kepL  The  Gorente; 
must  be  admitted,  has  been  from  ill  comntsim; 
comparatively  fort  unite  in  tbii  respect  Baz 
appointing  power  cannot  always  be  wdl  sdrM. 
its  selections,  and  the  experience  of  eTerjmgr 
has  shown  that  public  officers  are  not  «t  ill  st 
proof  against  temptation.  It  is  a  datj,  ihcRf." 
which  the  Government  owes,  as  well  to  tfaeiKs. 
committed  to  its  care  as  to  the  officers  tliaMdw'' 
provide  every  guard  against  transgremaii  <t  ii 
character  that  ia  consistent  with  reason  sndlHaBr 
Coogrces  cannot  be  too  jealous  of  the  ccbw  . 
those  wbo  are  intrusted  with  the  public  vvxe:  c 
I  shall  at  all  times  be  di^wsed  to  enconngei«u  ■ 
discharge  of  this  duty.  If  a  more  direct  ok^: 
on'the  part  of  Congress,  in  the  superriBtonof 
duct  of  the  officers  intrusted  with  the  mti^t 
application  of  the  public  money  ia  deemed  dtsi^ 
it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  sasist  in  the  esi^Mix. 
of  any  judicious  and  constitutional  plan  b;r^ 
that  otyect  may  be  accomplished.  You  viU,  kp 
wisdom,  determine  upon  tbe  {Mvprietj  of 
such  a  plan,  and  upon  the  measure  necessan  l 
effectual  execution.  When  the  late  Buk  : 
United  States  was  incoqwrated,  and  oidi  ik 
pository  of  the  puUic  nunieyi^  a  ri^  was  R^''' 
to  ConigTeH  to  inqtect,  at  ita  pleasnre,  bj*' 
mittee<tf  diat  body,  tbe  books  and  tbe  ilbctc 
of  the  bank. 

In  one  of  the  States  whoee  bankuig  instit^ 
are  supposed  to  rank  among  the  first  in  poiu  ^ 
l^*7i  t*W7      ntjected  to  constant  cxnaia:!^ 
commissioners  ai^winted  for  that  pnipose,  an^*- 
of  the  success  of  its  banking  system  ia  tsi^- 
this  wiUchful  Buperviaion.   The  same  couise  isi  ■» 
in  view  <i£  its  beneficial  operation,  been  lio?--' 
an  a^oining  State,  favorably  known  for  tk  ec^ 
has  ^w^  bestowed  upon  whatever  letaa  ^  ^ 
ft^^f^p^^l  concerns.  I  submit  to  your  eovsii^ 
whether  a  committee  of  Congrcaa  might  not  be  ir- 
ably  employed  in  inqiecting,  at  nidi  intenu'' 
might  be  deemed  proper,  the  al&in  and  iccoi^^ 
offioeia  intrusted  with  tiie  custody  of  tbe  pc- 
moneys.    The  frequent  performance  of  Ha^  ^^ 
might  be  made  obligatory  on  the  comniittee 
epect  to  those  officers  who  have  large  tmt 
posseanon,  and  left  discretionary  in  re^to  ^f 
They  might  report  to  the  Executive  sncb  o»  ; 
tions  as  were  found  to  exist,  with  a  vie*  to  • 
removal  from  office  nnlcn  the  default  ns  ni^' 
torily  accounted  for ;  and  report,  also,  to  f«ff* 
at  the  commencement  of  each  eeeuon,  tlie  reso!'- 
their  examinations  and  prooeedinga.  It  do^ 
to  me  that,  with  a  sabjection  of  tills  disofp^ 
oBBoers  to  tbe  genrnl  inpervituii  of  the  Sai*'- 
to  nTamtnitinni  b7  *  oommittwt  of  dapf^^ 
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pariodi  of  nUd)  they  droold  bave  no  previous  notice, 
and  to  proaecution  and  pwiahment  as  for  felony 
for  every  breach  of  trust,  the  ntfekeeplng  of  the 
publio  moseys,  under  the  syirtem  proposed,  mi^t  be 
placed  on  a  surer  fbundatiwi  than  It  has  ever  occn- 
j^ed  since  the  etaMiehment  of  the  OOTeimDeirt. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  will  before  yon 
addituHud  infcMnnaUon  containing  new  detaila  on  this 
interesting  eabject  To  these  I  ask  your  eariy  atten- 
tion. That  it  Bbonki  have  pvea  rise  to  great  diver- 
tity  of  opinion  cannot  be  a  sabject  of  surj^^ae.  After 
tlie  eoIlectloD  and  custody  of  tlie  pabUo  moneys  had 
been  for  so  many  years  connected  with,  and  made 
eubndiary  to,  the  adrancement  of  priTale  interests, 
m  retain  to  the  dmple  md  salf-den^Dg  oidimaoee  of 
the  constitution  oonid  not  bat  be  dlffleolt  Bat 
time  and  free  dtscnsmon  eliciting  the  sentiments 
of  the  people,  and  uded  by  tliat  condliatory  spirit 
-which  has  erer  characterized  their  course  on  great 
emergendes,  were  relied  upon  for  a  satisfactoiy  settle- 
ment of  the  question.  Already  has  this  antidpation 
on  <me  important  point  at  least— the  Impropriety  of 
dlTcrting  pnblic  money  to  private  porpoees—been 
AiUy  realized.  There  ]8  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
legiBlation  upon  that  brandi  of  the  subject  would 
now  be  embarrassed  by  a  lUfference  of  opinion,  or 
fail  to  receive  the  cordial  support  of  a  large  minority 
of  oar  constituents.  The  connection  whidi  finimeriy 
ezbted  between  tin  GoTanunent  and  banks,  was  in 
raslity  iqjurioos  to  both,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  conunui^ty  at  large.  It  aggravated, 
titB  disasters  of  trade  and  the  derangemoita  of  com- 
mercial intercontse,  and  administered  new  exdte- 
mcnt  uid  additional  means  to  wild  and  reckless  spee- 
nlaUons,  the  disqwointmaits  of  which  threw  the 
coantry  bto  eonvoWnM  of  paide,  ud  all  bot  pro- 
duced vidence  and  Uooddwd.  tos  fnpmdent  ex- 
pansion of  bank  credits,  which  was  the  natural  result 
of  the  command  of  tiie  revenues  of  the  State,  fur- 
nished the  resources  for  unbounded  license  in  eveiy 
species  of  adventure,  seduced  industry  from  its  r^- 
lar  and  salutary  occupations  by  the  hope  of  abun- 
dance without  labor,  and  deranged  the  aotaal  state  by 
tempting  all  trades  and  profestiims  into  the  vortex 
of  speculation  on  remote  contingencies.  * 

nie  same  wide-qneading  influence  impeded  also 
the  resources  of  tlie  Qovemment,  eurtidled  its  useful 
operations,  embarrassed  the  ftdfllment  of  its  obliea- 
tiona,  and  seriously  int^ered  with  the  execution  of  the 
laws.  Large  appropriations  and  oppressive  taxes  are 
the  natur^  oonsequences  of  snob  a  connection,  since 
they  inovase  the  profits  of  dMse  who  are  allowed  to 
use  the  public  fhnds,  and  make  it  their  Intereet  that 
money  Ediould  be  aocumulated  and  oxpendtares'mul- 
tiplied.  It  is  thus  that  a  concentrated  money  newer 
is  tempted  to  become  an  active  agent  in  political 
affiurs,  and  all  past  experience  has  shown  on  which 
side  that  influence  will  be  arrayed.  We  deo^ve  our- 
selves if  we  suppose  that  it  will  ever  be  found  aaseri- 
ing  and  supporting  the  rights  of  the  community 
lane,  hi  oppontion  to  the  chdms  of  the  few. 

In  a  Government  whose  distinguishing  characteristic 
Aould  be  a  dlffUrion  and  equahzaticm  of  its  benefits 
and  burdens,  the  advantsge  of  individuals  will  be 
aagmoited  at  the  expense  of  the  mass  <rf  the  people. 
Nor  la  It  the  natore  of  cambbiatloBa  fag  tiie  aotiuiai- 
tion  of  legisUlive  Influenoe  to  eonflne  their  Inter- 
ferenoe  to  the  dngle'otject  for  which  they  were  orig- 
inidly  formed.  Iiie  temptation  to  extend  it  to  other 
matters,  is,  on  the  contrary,  not  nnfreqnently  too 
atnng  to  be  mMad.  Tha  iuflaeDee  in  the  dbwetfon 


[DaoBOB^  1888b 

<tf  public  affidrs,  of  tbe  commo^^  atlane,is,tiMn- 
fo^e,  in  no  slight  dai^er  of  being  senriUy  and  ii^ 
rioudy  aObcted  hj  ^ving  to  a  comparatively  small, 
but  very  effldent  class,  a  direct  and  exclusive  pef- 
sonsl  interest  in  so  important  a  portion  of  the  legis- 
lation <tf  Congress  as  that  irideh  relates  to  the.cnstody 
of  the  puUic  moneys.  It  km  acting  opon  private 
hiterests  cannot  always  be  avoided,  they  should  be 
confined  within  the  narrowest  limits,  and  left, 
wherever  posrible,  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States. 
When  not  thus  restricted,  they  lead  to  combioatioos 
of  powerfhl  associations,  foster  an  influence  necessa- 
rily selfish,  and  turn  the  fiur  course  of  l<f;islation  to 
ulster  ends,  rather  than  to  otgects  that  advance 
pubUc  Uber^,  and  immoto  the  general  good. 

The  whole  suttject  now  rests  with  yon,  and  I  can- 
not but  express  a  hope  that  some  definito  measure 
will  be  adopted  at  the  preeent  sesdon. 

It  will  not,  I  am  sure,  be  deemed  oat  of  place  fbr 
me  here  to  remaric,  that  the  declaration  o(  my  views 
in  omMMrition  to  ttie  policy  of  em|doying  bonka  as 
depootorieg  of  the  Govenmait  fmii,  eunot  Justly 
be  construed  as  indieative  <tf  hoetimy,  oSdal  or 
persona],  to  those  institations ;  or  to  r^>eat,  in  this 
form,  and  in  connection  with  this  subjMt,  iq>huons 
whi(^  I  have  uniformly  entertained,  and  on  all  pro- 
per occasions  exiwessed.  Though  always  opposed 
to  thdr  creation  in  the  form  of  exdudve  iwivllcces, 
and  as  a  Slato  ma^atrato  idnUng  by  apjMroprlitol^ 
idaticm  to  aeeme  the  eommnuity  against  the  OMua* 
quences  of  thdr  occasional  mismanagement,  I  have 
yet  ever  wished  to  see  them  protected  in  the  exerdse 
of  rights  conferred  by  law,  and  have  never  dootrted 
their  utility,  when  property  managed,  in  prmnoting 
the  interests  of  trade,  and,  through  that  channel,  the 
oth«  interests  of  the  commmd^.  To  the  Qeneral 
Qovemment  they  present  themselvee  merely  as  State 
instituticHis,  havbig  no  necessary  connection  with  its 
l^pslation  or  its  admlnlstntion.  Uke  other  State 
establishments,  they  may  be  used  or  not  in  con- 
ducting the  afihirs  of  tiie  Qovemment,  as  pnblic 
policy  and  the  general  interests  4^  the  Union  may 
seem  to  require.  The  only  safe  or  proper  prindp^ 
npon  which  their  Interoonne  with  toe  Qovemment 
can  be  r^oUted,  is  that  niiidi  rq;aIaMatbeir  inter* 
course  with  the  private  dtizen — the  eonftnlng  of 
mutual  bwefita.  When  the  Qovemment  can  acoom- 
plish  a  financial  operation  better  with  the  aid  of  the 
banks  than  without,  it  should  be  at  liberty  to  se^ 
that  aid  as  it  would  the  eervloes  of  a  private  banker, 
or  other  capitalists  or  agents,  nvii^  the  preference 
to  tiuM  who  irill  Mrve  It  on  ttie  beet  temui  Nor 
can  .than  ever  exist  an  interest  ta  the  olBoers  <rf  the 
General  Government,  as  such,  indudng  them  to  em- 
barrass or  annoy  the  Btete  bauoht,  any  more  than  to 
incur  the  hostility  of  any  other  class  of  State  insti- 
tutions, or  of  private  dtisens.  It  is  not  in  the  nsr 
tore  of  things  that  hostility  to  those  institiittons  can 
firing  from  this  source,  or  any  oppotiitioa  to  their 
coniee  of  Irastnesa,  except  when  they  tiMDndves 
depart  ftom  the  ol^ects  of  thdr  creation,  and  attempt 
to  usurp  powCTS  not  conferred  upon  them,  or  to  snb- 
vert  the  standard  of  value  established  by  the  consti- 
totion.  While  oppodtion  to  their  regular  operations 
cannot  exist  in  this  quarter,  redstanoe  to  any  atteiwt 
to  make  tin  Qovenunait  dependent  iqiOB  tbem  fyr 
the  sooeeeaAd  administrattoin  of  pidlUc  aflUta,  Is  a 
matter  of  duty,  as  I  trust  it  ever  wUl  be  ef  indina- 
tion,  no  matter  bom  what  'motive  or  oondderdtiOB 
the  attempt  may  originate. 

It  li  BO  non  than  jint  to  the  bwka  to  ny,  Hwt, 
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in  tba  Ute  flmetganoy,  moit  of  them  Smlj  muted 
ths  Mnngflit  tempt^bm  to  wtwidthrir  piper  Imu—^ 
irim  ^ipueotly  svstiined  in  s  Boapenriai  of  qwete 
pigments  bj  public  opinion,  CTen  tlMmrii  in  Bome 
CUM  faiTtted  by  Iq^islatiTe  enECtmeats.  To  this  baor 
oatAe  course,  aid^  by  the  resiaunce  of  the  Geneiml 
Government,  acting;  in  obedience  to  the  ConstiCatloc 
and  lawB  of  the  Tmited  States,  to  the  IntradnctHHi 
of  an  in«deenwbte  paper  medium,  ibmIm  tttrifantad, 
In  a  great  degree,  the  qwedy  leitOfitMnt  of  ovrov- 
lency  to  a  sound  atate,  and  the  bnainew  of  the  ooon- 
try  to  its  wonted  prosperity.  Hm  banks  h»e  but  to 
oontinne  in  the  same  nfe  course,  and  be  ooatent  in 
their  appropriate  spliere,  to  tTotd  all  interferenoe  from 
the  G«teral  Goramment,  and  to  derive  from  tt  all  the 
Urateodoa  and  bsneflts  which  it  bestown  on  other 
Strte  eetahUAittents,  on  the  people  of  the  States, 
and  on  the  States  themselTes.  In  this,  their  tme 
pontion,  tiiey  cannot  bat  secure  the  confidence  and 
flood  will  of  the  petn^  and  the  Government,  whidi 
wey  can  only  lose  inien,  iesi^ng  from  their  lesiti- 
mate  sphere,  they  attemi^  to  contrri  the  openoaaa 
of  the  Govmunant  to  their  own  paiposa& 

Oar  •zperieneo  under  the  act  pMsed  at  the  kit 
■esdon,  to  grant  pre-emption  ri^ita  to  settlen  on 
the  pnuie  luidi^  h«a  as  yet'been  too  Hmlted  to  en- 
able ns  to  pronoonce  with  safety  upon  the  efficacy 
<rf  its  proTiaiorkB  to  carry  out  the  wise  sod  liberal 
policy  of  the  Goremment  in  that  respect.  There 
IB,  howoTer,  the  liest  reason  to  antidp^  &Torable 
resntts  from  its  operation.  The  recommcndationa 
fimnerty  sntHnitted  to  yon,  in  respect  to  a  gntdoa- 
tion  of  die  price  of  the  p(d>lic  lands,  iwniJa  to  be 
finally  toted  upon.  HaTing  fbond  no  resaon  to 
chaitge  the  views  then  expressed,  yonr  attontioia  to 
them  b  again  respectfully  loquested. 

Every  pnmer  exertion  has  been  made,  and  wiD 
be  continued,  to  carry  oat  the  wishes  of  Congreai 
hi  rdntkm  to  the  tobMoo  trade,  as  In^eatad  hi  tiu 
aeveral  reiofaititma  of  tiie  Hoose  <tf  Bepwenta- 
tivea,  and  the  lerisktioa  of  the  two  branches.  ± 
&TorabIe  impresnon  has,  I  trust,  been  made  in  the 
diff^nt  foreign  coontries  to  which  partioalar  at- 
tention  has  been  directed,  and  although  we  cannot 
hope  f<w  an  early  eliange  bx  their  policry,  as  in  many 
itf  tbemaconvenleBt  and  large  leraine  is  d^ved 
from  moM^Kdies  in  the  ftMcatlon  and  sale  of  this 
•rUde,  yet,  as  tbeae  monopolies  are  really  h^urious 
to  the  pto^  where  they  aie  established,  and  the 
revauie  derived  from  them  may  be  less  ii^orioualy 
and  with  equal  fitcility  obtained  from  another  and 
a  liberal  eyatem  of  administration,  we  cannot  doubt 
that  oar  effbrta  wiO  be  eventoally  crowned  with 
•nNwas,  If  perristed  in  whh  temperate  flrmuesB,  and 
MBtdned  Ify  prodent  legislation. 

In  reeonraieading  to  Congress  the  adoption  of 
the  necessary  {wovUons  at  this  session  for  taking 
the  next  oensoe,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  the  suggestion  presents  itself 
whether  the  sct^  of  the  measure  might  not  be  use- 
JtaHy  extended,  by  causing  it  to  emlnace  authentic 
statistical  ratuma  of  the  great  interesta  q>ecially 
intmsted  to,  or  necessarily  alfeeted  by  legi^ 
tion  of  Congiesa. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  ofW ar 
presents  a  satiauotory  account  of  the  state  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  several  branches  of  tiie  public  ser- 
vice confided  to  the  snperintendenoe  of  tlwt  offioer. 

The  lav inereatiiuraild  orgaiddng  tte  military 
estabUshment  of  the  United  Satea  has  been  neariy 
carried  into  tSaei,  and  the  army  has  been  exteo- 


nvely  and  ueftaDy  emph^fed  doiiagthepM  a 
son. 

I  woold  again  tail  to  yonr  notice  tbe 
connected  with  and  essential  to  the  njEoni 
fences  of  the  country,  which  were  snbinittedtiii. 
at  the  last  aeasion ;  but  iriiich  were  not  wtei^t 
as  is  supposed,  for  want  of  time.  Tbeuaainpt 
taut  of  tbemiatheorgamxiUioa  of  theniEiiiai 
maritinw  and  inland  frontiers  TUa  ntKat 
deemed  important,  aa  it  la  believed  tkt  it  ilt- 
niA  anefiMtivevolanteer  fbrceioaidoftleKfi 
army,  and  may  form  the  baais  for  a  gaai  f. 
tern  of  orgaaiiation  for  the  entire  militiiiili 
United  States.  The  erection  of  a  nalioultia.- 
and  gunpowder  manufiictory,  and  ooe forme 
■nan  anas,  tlia  bitter  to  be  situated  at  toac;*: 
veat  of  the  AUe^wiy  Kountalns,  all  it 
of  suffldent  importance  to  be  agun  urged  ^ 
your  attention. 

The  idan  proposed  by  tbe  Secretary  of  Vsi 
the  distribution  of  the  forces  of  the  Qniud  k 
in  time  of  peace,  is  well  calculated  to  prai 
tc^nlarity  and  econonqr  in  the  fiscal  admidnii 
of  the  aenriee,  to  preserve  the  disciifK  ifif 
troops,  and  to  render  them  avidlable  for  ikn: 
tenance  of  the  peace  and  tranquilUty  of  tlxtii 
try.  With  tbia  view,  likewise,  I  reconunnii 
adoption  cf  the  plan  presented  by  that  nlks  t 
the  defence  of  the  western  frontier.  Tbe  prer- 
tion  of  the  lives  and  property  of  oar  feUov-dcz 
who  are  settled  upon  that  border  country,  u  (^t 
the  eustenee  <tf  the  Indian popolatioii,  vluctK. 
betonpted  byonrwaittof  preparation  to  i^: 
their  own  dertniction,  and  attack  the  vhite  ki- 
ments,  all  seem  to  require  that  tins  subject  i*. 
be  acted  upon  without  delay,  and  the  Wir  Dc^ 
meat  authorized  to  place  that  country  io  i 
ecunplale  defenee  against  any  assault  fna 
nnmenna  and  wailike  tribes  viddi  atecoigia- 
on  that  border. 

It  aflbrdBDMslneerapleBBare  to  be  able  to^ 
yon  of  the  entire  loaonl  vt  tbe  C^ookte 
of  Indians  to  their  new  home  west  of  the  Usx ' 
Hie  meaaurea anttiorised  by  CkngresBU  ilsl«« 
Hon  with  a  view  to  the  long-standing  cooov^ 
with  them,  Ime  liad  flia  h^qneat  effect  b  - 
agreement  oonelnded  with  them,  fay  the  eaam^ 
gemenl  in  tliat  country,  iriw  luaperfuned  tbf 
ties  aarigned  to  him  on  the  oqpanon  widi  aave- 
able  enei^  and  hmnanity,  their  remonl  ha  ^ 
prindpally  under  the  ctmduct  of  thdr  own  S&  ^ 
they  Iwve  emigrated  without  any  ai^Mreat  idgflv 

The  raooeasM  aooomplisbm^t  of  tUa  RV^t 
ot^t;  tbe  removal  also,  of  tbe  eittire  Cieelii**^ 
with  the  exception  of  a  amall  nranber  of  ti^'^ 
amongst  the  Semindee  in  CltMida;  tlie 
already  made  towards  a  qteedy  oon^)lotin■  - 
r«uoval  of  tbe  Chidcasawa,  the  OiocUva,  die  ?^ 
watandes,  the  Ottawaa,  and  the  Chippenfi,  viik^ 
extenrive  purchases  of  Indian  lands  duriif 
ent  year,  have  rendered  tbe  speedy  and  ncK*'' 
result  of  thelong-eatabUdwdpoUc^of  tbefitnc; 
ment  upon  tbe  sulyeet  ti  bdisB  afiin  ^ 
certain.  The  occasion  is,  therefore,  deemed  i  f¥ 
one  to  plsee  this  policy  in  such  a  point  of  ^ 
will  exonerate  tbe  Govemmott  of  the  United 
from  tiie  undeserved  reproach  wluch  hu  bM^ 
upon  it  tliroi^  aevnal  sooeessive  Admindn^ 
That  a  BOzed  ooeapanoy  of  tbe  aama  tenitofT- 
white  and  ted  man,  ia  ineODpalible  with  ibe  aiir^ 
or  tepplMai  of  etthtr,  li  a  podtiin  kt  R«Ki  * 
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whichtha«luuIoti|;riiteece«edtobe  roomfor  adif- 
ferenoe  of  (^inloo.  Reuon  ind  ezpflrienoe  Iwve 
•Uke  demonstrated  Its  ImpraetlcaMHty.   IRis  Utter 

fruits  of  every  attempt  heretofore  to  overcome  the 
banrien  interposed  hj  nature,  bare  onJj  been  de- 
struction, both  physittd  and  moral,  to  the  Indian ; 
dangerous  conflicts  of  authorfty  between  the  Federal 
and  State  Qovemments ;  ■  and  detriment  to  the  Indi- 
Tidoal  prosperity  of  tbs  dtiaen,  aa  veil  as  to  tbe 
general  fan[Mi>Tement  of  ibe  eoontry.  The  remecDal 
policy,  the  principles  of  which  were  settled  mom 
than  thirty  years  ago,  under  the  administration  of 
Hr.  JeSbrron,  consists  in  an  extinctiot),  for  a  fair 
consideradon,  of  the  title  to  all  lands  still  oocui»ed 
by  ^e  Indians  within  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States ;  their  rentoral  to  a  country  west 
of  the  Uis^asippi,  much  more  extennve,  and  better 
adapted  to  thrir  oondltion,  than  that  on  niiiA  they 
then  resided ;  the  goarantee  to  them,  by  the  ITdHm 
States,  of  their  ex^uave  possesion  of  that  country 
forever,  e^gmpt  from  all  intrusions  by  white  men, 
Vith  ample  provisions  for  their  security  ag^nst  ex- 
ternal violence  end  internal  dissensions,  and  tiie 
bxten^on  to  them  of  mitable  facilities  for  tbor  ad- 
vancement in  driUiiition.  TUb  baa  not  been  the 
policy  of  particntar  adndnlstratlons  only,  but  of  eaidi 
ID  succession  amx  the  first  attempt  to  carry  it  out 
under  that  of  Ur.  Uonroe.  All  have  labored  for  its 
accomplishment,  only  with  different  decrees  of  suc- 
cess. The  manner  of  its  execution  has,  it  Is  true, 
from  .time  to  time,  given  rise  to  conflicts  of  opinion 
and  unjust  Imputations ;  but  in  respect  to  the  wis- 
dom and  necesrity  of  tiie  policy  itself^  there  has  not, 
from  the  begjtming,  existed  a  doubt  hi  ttie  mind  of 
any  calm,  Jiuidous,  disinterested  friend  of  the  Indian 
race,  accustomed  to  reflection  and  enlightened  by 
experience. 

Occupying  the  doable  character  of  contractor  on 
its  own  account,  and  guardian  for  the  parties  con- 
tracted wfth.  It  was  banUy  to  be  expected  that  On 
deaUngs  of  the  Federal  Ooremment  with  the  Indian 
tribes  would  escape  misrepresentation.  That  there 
occurred  in  the  eany  aettiement  of  tiiia  conntry,  as  in 
all  ottiers  where  the  dvilizcd  raoe  has  succeeded  to 
the  poaseHdons  of  the  savage,  instances  of  ofqwenion 
and  frand  on  the  part  of  the  fbimer,  tiiere  h  too  modi 
reason  to  believe.  No  such  offienoea  can,  however, 
be  justly  chained  upon  tiila  Government  rinee  It  be- 
came free  to  pursue  its  own  course.  Its  deaHnga 
with  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  jnst  and  friendly 
throughout ;  its  efibrts  for  their  civilization  constant, 
and  lUrected  by  the  best  feelings  of  humanity ;  its 
mtchfiilness  in  protecting  them  from  individual 
frauds  unremitting ;  its  foK>earance  under  tin  keen- 
est proTOo^ons^  the  dec^Mst  ii^nriea,  and  tho  moM 
fla^ant  ootrages,  may  duUcuge  at  least  a  owqiari* 
son  with  any  n^on,  ancient  or  modem,  In  siqiilar 
circnmstances ;  and  if  in  fhtore  times  a  powerftil,  tiv- 
ilized,  and  happy  natioD  of  Indians  shall  be  A>imd  to 
exist  within  the  lunlts  of  this  northern  continent,  It 
irill  tie  owing  to  the  ooniommatiim  of  tiiat  policy 
whidi  has  been  ao  utfnatly  asMiled.  Only  a  very 
brief  reference  to  feels  In  ooDfivmatlan  of  this  asser- 
tion can  In  Aiia  fonn  be  ^ven,  and  yon  ore,  there- 
fore, necessarily  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  tiirtber  detdb.  To  the  Oterokeee, 
irtKM  case  has  periiaps  excited  the  greatest  share  of 
atteatioo  and  sympathy,  the  United  States  have 
granted  infee,  witiiaperpetualg[aaranteeof«aihaln 
and  peaceaUe  possearion,  18,564,180  warn  of  hud, 
on  flu  wertakle  of  the  Miwlwlxiiii,  dltfUy  itotted, 


'  in  a  healthy  climate,  and  in  all  n^eota  better  muted 
to  their  condition  than  the  coontry  ibaw  hare  left,  - 
in  exchange  for  only  9,492, 160  aorea  on  ttie  east  aide 
of  tbe  same  river.  The  United  States  lave  in  addUlon 
stipulated  to  pay  them  five  million  six  hundnd 
thousand  doUarff  for  tlicir  interest  in,  and  improve- 
ments on,  the  huds  thus  relinquished,  and  one  mil- 
lion one  bandred  and  ^ty  thousand  dollars  for 
Mbriateoce  and  other  baneBwal  purpont;  therelqr 
potting  it  in  tbdr  power  to  beonne  one  of  the  most  ' 
wealthy  and  independent  separate  communities,  at 
the  same  extent,  in  the  worid. 

By  the  treaties  made  and  ratified  with  the  Mio- 
miee,  the  Cbippewas,  the  Sioux,  the  Sacs  and  Foxea^ 
and  the  Whmebagoes,  during  the  last  year,  the  In- 
dian title  to  eighteen  million  four  hundred  and  flity- 
^gfat  thonaand  acres  has  been  extingniahed.  Theea 
purchases  have  been  much  more  extensive  than  those 
of  any  previoua  year,  and  have,  with  othw  budhn 
expensra,  borne  very  heavily  upon  the  Treasury. 
They  leave,  however,  but  a  small  quantity  of  un- 
bought  Indian  lands  within  the  States  and  Tori- 
tories;  and  the  Legislature  and  Executive  were 
eqoally  aen^Ue  of  die  i«oprie^  of  a  final  and  more 
aiwedy  eztinctfiBi  of  luiBui  titlsB  within  those  limita. 
The  treatiea  wfaidi  were,  iritti  «  single  exception, 
made  In  pursuance  of  previous  qipropriations  for 
deifying  the  expenses,  hare  subsequently  been  rati- 
fied by  too  Senate,  and  received  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress by  the  ^ipiopriations  necessary  to  carry  th^ 
into  eEfoct.  Of  the  terms  upon  which  these  impor- 
tant negotiotiODfl  were  condnoed,  I  can  spealc  ftom 
direct  niowledge ;  and  I  fed  no  dilBottlty  in  affinn- 
ing  that  the  interest  of  the  Indians  in  tiievxtcosire 
territory  embraced  by  them,  is  to  be  paid  for  at  Its 
fair  value,  and  that  no  more  &Tonibto  terms  have 
been  granted  to  the  United  States  than  would  have 
been  reasonably  expected  in  a  nMpotiatkn  with  dvil- 
Ind  men,  folly  datable  of  approciatlng  and  pnteet- 
fagdietr  own  rights.  Fw  the  Indian  title  to  118,- 
S49,89t  acres  acquired  dnoe  the  4th  of  Harch,  1889, 
the  United  States  have  paid  $78,660,01(6,  in  perm*> 
nent  annuities,  lands,  reservations  for  bidiana,  ex- 
penses of  removal  and  snbeistence,  merdiandise, 
mechaidcal  and  agricultural  eetabliahiaenta,.  and  im- 
plements. When  the  heavy  expenses  incurred  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  circumstanee  that  ao  Uige 
a  poitim  of  the  entire  territory  will  be  AH^rer  un- 
salable, ate  considered,  and  thk  price  is  oompared 
with  that  fi>r  whidi  the  Uidted  States  sell  tiidr  own 
lands,  no  one  can  doubt  that  Justice  has  been  done  '' 
to  the  Indians  in  these  purchases  also.  Gertam  it  ia, 
that  the  transactions  (tf  the  Federal  Oovonmentwitb 
the  Indians  have  been  oniformly  characterised  bys 
dnoare  and  paramomit  desire  to  pnsnote  their  wd- 
fere;  audit  nniat  boasouroeoftliebi^teM^fttljS- 
cation  to  every  fHend  to  justice  and  homamty  to 
learn  Aat,  notwithstanding  the  obstractions  fjnm 
time  to  time  thrown  in  its  way,  and  the  difficulties 
wiilch  have  arisen  from  the  peculiar  and  inunactloa* 
ble  nature  of  the  Indian  chancter.the  wiae,  irasiaiie, 
and  nnderhtlDg  wdlcy  ct  Oe  OoTernmant  in  thii^ 
tbemoetififlkrnltoralloarrdatknB,  foreign  or  domes- 
tic, has  at  length  been  jostifled  to  the  worid  in  its  near 
q)proadi  to  a  bappy  and  certain  consummation. 

The  condition  of  tbe  tribes  whidi  occupy  the 
country  set  apart  for  them  in  the  Weel,  is  higiUy 
proaperotM,  and  enoouragea  tbe  hope  of  their  eariy 
dviliaation.  They  have,  for  tbe  most  part,  aban- 
dooed  tbe  hunter  atate,  and  tonied  their  attantioa  to 
ifffauHiari  pon^M.   JlU  those  iAol  ham  besa 
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wtablighed  for  idt  tenglh  of  time  in  that  fertile 
n^on,  mdnlriii  tnemuves  by  their  own  indnstry. 
There  are  among  th«m  traders  of  no  fnooiuIdenUe 
capital,  and  plan  tent  exporting  cotton  to  Bome  ex- 
tent ;  but  the  greater  number  are  small  agricultmiats, 
liTuig  in  otMofort  upon  the  produce  of  their  farma 
The  recent  emigrants,  altbon^  they  bare  in  some 
Instances  femovwl  reluctantly,  UTe  readily  acquiesced 
in  tlidr  uuToidaUe  detdiiy.  Hiey  hare  foond  at 
once  a  reoompense  for  past  nMMnyi^  and  an  iocen- 
tire  to  industrioua  babiu,  in  the  abundance  and  com- 
forts around  them. '  There  is  reason  -to  believe  that 
all  tiMse  tribes  are  friendly  in  their  feelings  toirards 
^e  United  States ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
aeqniaitim  of  indlvidnal  wealth,  tlie  pnnuHs  t^eeri- 
CBhoie,  Old  InUts  of  indiMtiy,  will  gndnally  ioboue 
tiieir  warlike  propensities  and  iodine  than  to  main- 
tain peace  among  themselves.  To  effect  this  dedi- 
sble  obifect,  the  attention  of  Congress  is  solicited  to 
tlie  meaauiM  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  fnture  goremmmt  and  protection,  as  well 
from  each  other  as  from  the  bosdlity  of  the  wariike 
tribes  around  them,  and  the  Introsione  of  the  whites. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  has  nren  them  a  per- 
manent home,  and  guaranteed  to  tbem  its  peaceM 
and  nndistaibed  poMossion.  It  only  remains  to  give 
them  a  govertiment  and  laws  whitm  will  encourage 
industry,  and  secure  to  them  the  reward  of  their 
exertions.  The  importance  of  some  fonn  ofeovem- 
ment  cannot  be  too  much  insisted  upon,  l^e  ear- 
liest eflfects  will  be  to  diminish  the  causes  of  oc- 
eaatona  for  hostilitiefl  among  the  tribes,  to  inspire  an 
interest  in  the  obMrnnee  of  laws  to  wfakdi  tbey  will 
have  theOiselves  assoited,  and  to  multiply  the  securi- 
tiee  of  property,  and  the  motives  for  setf-imjHVTe- 
ment  Intimately  connected  with  this  snlyect,  is  the 
establishment  of  the  military  defences  reccHnmended 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  have  been  already 
lefented  to.  WMumt  tbem,  the  Govemment  will 
be  poweriSM  to  redeem  its  pledges  of  protection  to 
the  emigrating  Indiana  against  the  numerous  wariike 
tribes  that  surround  them,  and  to  provide  for  the 
■afety  of  the  frontier  settlers  of  the  lK>rderii^  Btatea. 

The  case  of  the  Seminoles  constitutes  at  present 
tiw  only  exceptioa  to  the  snoeessful  effbrts  of  the 
Goremroont  to  remove  the  ladlaos  to  the  homea 
aarigned  tbem  west  of  the  Hiarfarippi.  Four  hun- 
dred of  this  tribe  emigrated  in  1886,  and  fifteen 
hundred  in  1887  and  1888,  leaving  in  the  country, 
h  is  supposed,  about  2,000 Indians.  The  continued 
treacherous  conduct  of  these  peoi^e ;  the  savage 
and  unprovoked  murders  they  nave  lately  comm& 
ted,  butchering  wb<de  families  of  the  settlers  of  the 
Toritory,  without  disttoction  of  age  or  sex,  and 
■MUng  their  way  into  the  Tery  centre  and  heart  of 
Uiewmntry,  so  that  no  part  (tf  it  is  free  item  their 
ravages ;  their  frequent  attaolcs  on  the  Ught^houses 
aloQg  that  dangerous  coast ;  and  tlie  barbarity  with 
whioo  tbey  have  murdered  the  passengers  and 
crews  of  such  vessels  as  have  been  wrecked  upon 
the  reeb  and  keys  which  border  the  Gulf^  leave  the 
dorerament  no  aliematlTe  but  to  euttinua  Uk 
military  operations  against  them  until  tbey  are 
totally  expelled  from  Tlorida. 

There  are  other  motives  which  would  urge  the 
Govemment  to  pursue  tUs  course  towards  the  Sem- 
inoles. The  United  States  have  fulfilled  in  good 
bith  all  tbeir  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian 
titbee,  and  have,  in  every  other  inrtanee,  imlBted 
vpm  a  Hke  perfonnaiioe  of  their  oUigationa.  Tb 
nlaz  from  this  salutary  rule  beoaoae  the  fkmilnolm 


have  maintained  themadves  so  kng  ia  iW  t» 
tory  they  had  reUnqairiwd,asd,  bdeBucttfAB 
frequent  and  Kdemn  engagemeoti^ftiaeoi^i 
wage  a  ruthless  war  agaioBt  the  CmtolElK 
would  not  only  evince  a  want  tt  mMut  ■ 
our  part,  Bht  be  <^  evil  example  in  our  tnt«na 
with  other  tribes.  Experience  has  ihovn  in  b 
little  is  to  be  gained  by  tbejzuurch  of  •mitidnip 
a  country  so  intersected  with  inaecMribk  mcji 
and  marshes,  and  whicfa,  from  the  bul  thnat 
of  the  climate,  must  be  abandoned  at  tbetil^ 
the  winter.  I  recommend,  tlwrefore,  to  » 
tention,  the  t^n  submitted  by  the  GecntiiTl 
War  in  the  accompanying  report,  for  tbe  pm 
nent  occupation  of  the  poruonof  the TcnARjIa 
from  the  Indiana,  and  we  more  cSdcat|nita 
of  the  people  of  Florida  from  thdr  inhniiTiiiE 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  iht  !r 
herewith  transmitted,  it  will  ^ipear  ilut  ^  it 
portion  of  the  disposable  naval  force  iieiikii 
tively  emirioyed,  or  in  a  state  of  pnumja  - 
the  purposes  of  experience  and  disdplBc,  lUi 
protection  of  our  commerce.   So  eractulhih 
tliia  protection,  that,  so  far  as  the  infiinnx 
Govemment  extends,  not  a  ringle  mam 
been  attempted  on  a  vessel  carrying  tbsl^t:: 
United  States,  within  the  presest  jear,  i: .~ 
quarter,  however  distant  or  exposed. 
•   The  exploring  expedition  sailed  from  KoK' 
tbe  19th  of  August  last;  and  infonuttioB 
received  of  iu  safe  arrival  at  tbe  iaiudi:! 
deira.  The  beet         animates  tbe  oiw  > 
crewa,  and  there  is  ereiy  reaamtoantic^^ 
its  efforts,  results  benefidal  to  commeretud'- 
orable  to  the  nation.  { 

It  will  also  be  seen  tliat  no  reduetiaat:^ 
force  now  in  commission  is  contempUied.  ' 
unsettied  state  of  a  portion  of  South  Amtib- 
deis  it  InffiapnaMile  that  our  commereeADfe:' 
oeive  proteetionfai  that  quarter;  thevula:- 
creasing  interests  embarted  in  the  trade  of 
dian  and  Cltina  8ms,  in  the  whale  fisbeiiar 
Padfio  Ocean,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Heiico,  m 
etpial  attention  to  their  safety ;  and  i 
sqnadioo  may  be  «n|doyed  to  grnt  adnntL-! 
our  Atlantic  coast,  in  meeting  sadden  imA 
the  Toinforeement  of  other  atatlons,  ia 
chant  vessels  in  disbess,  in  affor^g  wonie'. 
to  an  additional  number  of  officers,  and  iaii^ 
the  different  ports  of  the  United  States,u 
knowledge  of  which  il  obviously  of  tlM 
importance. 

The  attention  of  Ccmgress  is  mpecMjt^- 
that  portion  <tf  the  report  recommaidiiigiBiie' 
in  tbe  number  of  smaller  vessels,  and  tooA?« 
gestions  contained  in  that  document.  Tbe  a^^ 
crease  and  wide  expsnnon  of  our  eonuDoo.  ^' 
ia  every  day  seeing  new  avenues  rf  profii^'' 
venture ;  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  nanl 
its  protection  predsely  in  the  degree  of  its 
a  due  rwud  to  tiie  national  i^its  and  htw:  =' 
reooUflotioo  of  its  ftnner  exploita,  and  tht  iHt'» 
tion  of  its  flttore  triumphs  wijeBerer  op5»*[ 
presents  Itseli;  which  we  may  rij^itfiillj  vmp  >* 
the  experience  of  tbe  past,  all  seem  to 
navyasamost  effldeotarmof  our  natiwil  dwi*- 
and  a  proper  (^ect  of  I^dative  ^tcoungnKtt 

The  progress  and  condition  of  tiie  Post  Oia- 
partnumt  win  be  aesn  by  leference  to  tbei<t>'^ 
tha  FMouuter  General  Thenttcat  of  ]mS"«^ 
omnd  b7  bmA  coBtneb^  Is  itated  to  be  IH^) 
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miles,  ud  the  UDual  tnuuportation  tipon  them  84,- 
680,202.  The  namber  of  post  offices  in  the  United 
StAtea  U  12,668,  and  lutidly  increasing.  The  groes 
reTcnue  for  the  year  ending  on  the  80th  day  oS  June 
lAst,  was  $4,262,146.  The  aocruing  expenditures, 
£4,680,068 ;  excess  of  expenditures,  8417,923.  This 
has  been  made  up  out  of  the  surplua  previoualy  on 
hand.  The  cash  on  hand  on  the  first  instant,  was 
$314,068.  The  revenue  for  the  ;ear  ending  June 
1838,  was  $161,640  more  than  that  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  80,  1837.  The  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment had  been  graduated  upon  the  anticipation  ttf  a 
loi^y  inmased  lerenue.  A  moderate  curtdhnfinl 
of  mul  serriee  consequently  became  neoeesary,  and 
has  been  el&oted,  to  shield  the  department  against 
the  du^r  of  emUairassmeat.  Its  revenue  is  now 
improving,  and  it  will  soon  resume  its  onward  course 
in  the  march  of  improvement. 

Your  parUcular  attention  Is  requested  to  so  mu(^ 
of  the  Postmaster  General^  report  as  relates  to  the 
transportation  fd  the  nudb  iqmn  the  railroads.  The 
laws  on  tKat  subject  do  not  aeem  adequate  to  se- 
cure that  service,  now  become  almost  eesenUal  to  the 
public  interests,  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the 
department  from  combinatlwis  and  nnreasonaWe  de- 
mands. 

Not  can  I  too  earnestly  reqaesfc  yonr  attention  to 
the  necesmty  of  providing  a  more  aecnre  building 
for  this  department  The  daoeer  of  destruction  to 
which  ite  important  books  and  papers  are  contin- 
ually exposed,  as  well  from  the  highly  combustible 
character  of  the  building  occupied,  as  from  that  of 
others  in  tiie  vicftiity,  oaUs  loudly  for  prompt  action. 

Tour  attention  Is  agidn  eaniostiy  Invited  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendation  sidmiitted  at  the  bst 
session  in  respect  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice  cer- 
tain prooeedines  at  law  which  liave  recentiy  been 
prosecuted  in  this  District,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  on  tiie  relation  of  Messrs.  Stockttm  and  Stokes, 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  against  the  Postmaster 
Qeneral,  and  which  have  resolted  in  the  payment  of 
money  out  of  tiie  National  Treasuiy,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  esUhlishment  of  tiie  Govemmentf  by 
judidal  companion  exercised  by  the  oommon  law 
writ  of  mandaraus,  Issued  by  the  drcuit  oourt  of  this 
District. 

The  fiuts  of  the  case,  and  the  groonds  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, will  be  found  fcdly  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  deci^on;  and  any  additional  ioformatioB  which 
you  may  desire  will  he  supplied  by  the  proper  deport- 
ment _No  interference  in  the  particular  case  is  con- 
templull.  The  money  has  been  paid ;  the  claims 
of  the  prosecutors  have  been  satisfied;  and  the 
whole  subject  so  iar  as  they  are  ooocemed,  is  finally 
disposed  of;  but  it  is  on  the  si4>podtiMi  that  the 
eaae  in»  be  iMirded  as  an  aqthi^tative  exposition 
of  the  law  as  u  now  stands,  that  I  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  present  it  to  your  oondderation. 

The  object  of  the  application  to  the  circuit  court 
was  to  compel  the  Postmaster  General  to  carry  into 
effect  an  awurd  made  hy  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, under  a  special  act  of  Congress  for  the  aettie- 
ment  of  cert^n  claims  of  tii^  rdators  en  the  Post 
Office  Department  whidi  award  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral declined  to  execute  in  full,  until  he  diould  re- 
ceive further  legislative  direction  on  the  subject  If 
the  duty  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  General,  by  that 
taw,  was  to  be  r^puded  as  ime  of  an  offidal  nature, 
belondng  to  his  office  as  a  branch  of  the  Executive, 
then  It  Ss  obvious,  that  the  coni^tutioiial  eotnpetency 


of  the  Ju<UciaT7  to  direct  and  otrntrol  him  in  its  dis- 
duuge,  was  necessarily  drawn  in  question.  And  if 
the  duty  so  imposed  oa.  the  Postmaster  General  was 
to  be  considered  as  merely  ministerial,  and  not  exec- 
utive, it  y^  remained  to  be  shown  that  the  circuit 
court  of  this  District  had  autiiority  to  Interfste  by 
mandamus — such  a  power  having  never  before  been 
asserted  or  claimed  by  that  court  With  a  view  to 
the  settlement  of  these  important  questions,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  drcuit  court  was  carried,  by  a  writ  of 
enor,  to  the  SufHreme  Court  of  tli^  United  Staiea. 
In  the  opinitm  of  that  tribunal,  tiie  duty  iiiq>oeed  on 
tiie  Fosbnastar  General  was  not  an  offli^,  enouttra 
dnty,  but  one  of  a  merely  uuidsterial  n^are.  The 
grave  constitutional  questions  whidi  had  bemi  dis- 
cussed were,  therefore,  excluded  fiota  the  deeUon 
of  the  case ;  the  court,  indeed,  expressly  admitting 
tiiat  with  powers  and  duties  properiy  bel<»ging  to 
the  Executive,  no  other  department  can  intmere  1^ 
the  writ  of  nandamua;  and  the  qneatiim,  therefoteu 
rescdred  itself  into  tUs:  Has  Congress  OMifened 
upon  the  circuit  court  of  tUa  IMstrict  the  power  to 
issue  such  a  writ  to  an  o£Bcer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, commanding  him  to  perform  a  ministerial  act? 
A  majority  of  the  court  have  decided  thti  it  has,  bat 
have  founded  their  decision  wpoa  a  process  of  reason- 
ing which,  in  my^udgment,  renders  Anther  l^sla- 
tive  proviuon  indispeoaaUe  to  the  puUio  interests 
and  the  equal  administration  of  justice. 

It  has  long  smce  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  that  nritber  that  tribunal  nor  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States  held  within  the  respective  Statea, 
possess  the  power  in  question ;  but  it  is  now  held 
that  this  power,  deitied  to  both  of  these  hirii  tribu- 
nals, (to  the  fonner  by  the  co&stitntion,  and  to  the 
latter  by  Congress,)  has  been,  by  its  le^slation^ 
vested  in  the  oiroult  oourt  <d  tUs  District  No  audi 
direct  grant  of  power  to  the  circuit  court  of  this  IHs- 
trict  is  claimed ;  but  it  has  been  held  to  resuU, 
neceasary  implication,  from  several  sections  of  the 
hiw  est^liahing  the  court  One  of  these  sections 
declares,  that  ue  laws  of  Maryland,  as  they  existed 
at  the  thne  of  the  oeerion,  should  be  hi  fhroa  In  that 
pwt  of  the  IKstrict  eeded  by  that  State ;  and,  by 
this  provifflon,  die  oommon  law,  in  dvil  and  erinunu 
cases,  as  it  prevailed  in  Maryland  in  1601,  was  estab- 
lished in  that  part  oi  the  District 

In  England,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench — becaose 
the  sovereign,  who,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
constitution,  is  the  founts  of  Joitioe,  oi^nslly 
sat  tiiere  in  person,  and  is  still  waned  to  h»  preih 
ent  in  constmotion  of  law — alone  possesses  the 
high  power  of  issuing  the  writ  of  mandamus,  not  only 
to  inferior  jurisdictions  and  corporations,  but  also 
to  magistrates  and  others,  commanding  them,  in 
the  King's  name,  to  do  what  ttmr  duty  reqairea,  in 
cases  where  them  Is  a  Tested  right,  and  no  other 
specific  remedy.  It  has  been  Imd,  in  the  ease  re- 
ferred to,  that  u  tiie  Snprwne  Court  of  the  United 
States  is,  by  the  constitution,  rendered  incompe- 
tent to  exercise  this  power,  and  as  the  circuit  court 
of  this  District  fs  a  court  of  general  Jurisdiction  In 
cases  at  common  law,  and  ue  highest  eourt  of 
ori^nal  Jnria^ctlon  in  tin  DIatriot  the  right  to 
issue  the  writ  of  maDdamvs  is  in<4^tto  its 
mon  law  powers.  Another  ground  relied  npon  to 
munuun  the  power  in  quemmi,  is,  that  it  was  in- 
cluded, by  fiur  construction,  in  the  power  it  granted 
to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
act  "  to  provide  for  the  nM»e  eoDTenlent  organixa- 
tlm  <tf  ute  eonrtB  of  the  United  States,"  paiiod 
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Uth  of  Febnurj,  1801 ;  that  the  act  ettablUiing 
Ibt  oireoit  court  of  lUi  IKMrict,  paMwl  the  S7tb 
day  of  February,  1801,  coDfemd  upOD  that  court 
and  the  Jodgca  thereof  the  same  powen'M  were  by 
law  Tffted  ia  the  drcuit  court*  of  the  0iiited 
State*  and  In  the  Jadgea  of  the  lold  courts;  that 
the  repeal  of  the  flrtt-mentlODcd  act,  which  took 
I^ce  In  the  next  year,  did  not  direst  the  drcuit 
court  of  this  District  of  the  authority  in  tUspute,  but 
left  it  BtlU  clothed  with  the  powers  over  the  subject 
which,  it  Is  conceded,  were  talcen  away  from  the 
dreuh  eoarts  of  the  United  Statn  by  the  lepeal  of 
the  act  of  18th  of  February,  1801. 

Admitting  that  the  adootlon  of  the  laws  of 
Harylaad  for  a  portion  of  tnis  District  confiers  on 
the  dmdt  coort  thereof,  In  that  portion,  the  tran- 
scendent extrm^Judidal  prerogative  powers  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  In  England,  or  that  either 
of  the  acts  o?  CongrcM,  by  necessary  Implication, 
authorize  the  former  court  to  Issue  a  writ  of  man- 
damus to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  compel 
him  to  perform  a  ministerial  duty,  the  conse- 
qaeneea  are,  in  one  respect,  the  SBme.  The  lesntt 
Id  either  case  ia,  that  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  stationed  In  difTerent  parts  of  the  United 
States,  arc.  In  respect  to  the  performance  of  their 
official  datfes,  snl^ect  to  different  hwi  and  a  dif- 
ftrent  aopervMoa :  those  In  the  StiUes  to  one  rule, 
and  those  In  the  District  of  Colombia  to  another 
and  a  very  diiferent  one.  In  the  District  their 
official  conduct  is  subject  to  a  Judicial  control, 
from  which  In  the  States  they  are  exempt. 

Whatever  dlfTerence  of  opInioD  may  exist  as  to 
the  expediency  of  resting  sneb  *  power  Id  the 

tudlciary,  in  a  system  of  Government  constituted 
lice  that  of  the  United  Sutes,  all  must  agree  that 
these  dispangtng  discrepancies  in  the  law  and  In 
the  administration  of  Justice  ought  not  to  he  per- 
mitted to  continue;  and  as  Congress  atone  can 
|Ht)vide  the  remedy,  the  subject  Is  iuiav<didably  pre- 
■ented  to  your  consideration. 

V.  TAX  BDBEN. 

WlSHiNOTOK,  Decanbert,  1688. 

The  Uessage  having  been  read, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WnaaT, 

Ordered,  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  be 
printed,  aiui  that  five  thousuid  additional  copies  with- 
out the  documents,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  witl) 
the  doouments,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


BOUBB  OF  BBPBEBKNTATIVSBL 

TuuDAT,  Deonuber  4. 

Mr.  Oavbbblkto,  from  the  J<^t  Oomnttttoe 
on  the  part  of  the  Honse  appointed  to  wdt  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that  they  bad  discharged  that  dntv,  and  the 
President  liad  informed  them,  in  reply,  tliat  he 
would  transmit  to  the  two  Housee  a  Message 
to-day. 

The  Fresideat's  annual  Message  was  then 
broQght  in  by  his  private  Secretary,  and,  being 
laid  before  the*  House  by  the  Speaker,  was  read 
at  length  by  the  Olerk. 

Mr.  H&THXB  moved  that  the  Moasage  and  ao- 
eompaoyinff  docoments  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  that  15,000  ooplea  with  tbedooamenti^  and 


[Sfrm  Coo*. 

6,000  witboat  the  doeomoits,  be  ]Hinted  for  tit- 
use  of  the  House. 

After  some  fruther  conversation  be«weec 
Uessrg.  WuK,  J.  GABuin),  and  Hatsks,  \he 
motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  divistHi. 


WinxzsDAT,  December  5. 

Hie  Hon.  L.  Si.lto:»tau^  member  elect 
from  the  State  of  Maesachnsetta,  appeared,  wu 
qiialiAed,  and  took  his  feat 

Dtath  4if  the  Bon.  Wm.  PaUerwft. 

Mr.  FiLufOBi  tlien  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  SPS1.KER :  The  p^nftal  and  melancholr 
duty  has  devolved  npon  me  of  annoQxicinir  T<> 
this  Hoose  the  death  of  my  lainent«d  friend 
and  colleagne,  Wm.  pATnsaox.  He  died  a: 
his  residence^  in  Wamw,  «i  tbe  14th  day  of 
Angnst  last. 

The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  ia  this  Hall  s: 
the  close  of  the  late  sesdwu  He  wm  then  in 
the  prime  of  lifo,  and  apparently  in  the  foQ 
enjoyment  of  health.   Blessed  by  bis  Creatdr 
with  a  oonstitution  that  never  felt  disease- 
environed  by  a  temperance  and  regolsrity 
habit  that  tndinartly  bids  defiance  to  its  ap- 
proAch — no  man  left  this  House  with  Airer 
prospects  of  retaming  to  it  again.    But  the 
untiring  oBsidotty  with  which  liyp  devoted  hiiii- 
sclf  to  the  discharge  of  his  dnties  here  dmw 
that  long  and  arduous  session,  doubtless  sowed 
the  seeds  of  that  disease  which  so  soon  terminat- 
ed his  earthly  existence.   Beneath  the  exterci 
glow  of  health  that  tlMa  mantled  his  cheek,  wai 
inudiously  preying  the  cankCT-worm  of  deatL. 
He  was  barely  enMled  to  retnra  to  the  bosna 
of  hia  ftmily,  |rfaen  his  strength  aave  way,  Iw 
reason  wandered,  and.  In  a  few  uiort  days,  all 
that  was  mortal  of  William  Patterson  "dept 
beneath  the  clods  of  the  valley."   Woold  that 
bis  melancholy  tale  ended  here.   But  it  does 
not.   The  partner  of  his  earthly  joys  and  sor- 
rows, worn,  down  with  the  watobings  and 
anxietlea  of  his  last  illness,  with  o  constitntioa 
too  feeble  to  support  the  accumulated  distrew 
of  a  sensitive  mind,  sunk  beneath  the  w^^t 
of  her  sorrows,-  and,  in  a  few  days  after  Lis  in- 
terment, she,  too,  "slept  the  sleep  oMeatb" 
by  his  nde.   What  an  u>palling  bereavemcot 
to  hia  in&nt  ohUdnni  I   They  are  now  oc^haoi 
in  this  wide  world,  ezblUtlng  in  their  chained 
oonditton  an  awftil  reality  of  the  unootainty 
of  life  and  of  all  earthly  enjoyments. 

But,  sir,  though  gone,  he  lias  left  b^ind  him 
a  name  and  repnta^n  dear  to  them  that  knew 
him.  Modest  and  unassuming  in  hia  character, 
kind  and  generous  in  his  disposiUoo,  honest 
and  inflexible  in  his  purpose — to  know  him  was 
to  respect  and  esteem  him.  His  heart  was 
without  guile ;  and,  though  he  made  no  profes- 
rions,  yet  he  habitually  practised  all  the  virtues 
that  adorn  the  Ufa  of  a  most  exemplary  Chris- 
tian. 

He  mode  no  pretensiMii  to  literary  aoamre- 
niflota  OF  ftiiiti!#™f"^*^  f|iiy.i  M^tirm^  and  his 


Lhath  <ftkt  Hm,  IFn.  Pattenon. 
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natfre  modesty  nattml^  indnoed  him  to  eeek 
the  quiet  retirement  of  priTate  life,  .  Bat,  hlesa- 
ed  with  good  sense  and  a  strong  and  retentive 
memory,  he  found  leisure,  amid  the  daily  toils 
of  a  laborious  occupation,  to  caltivate  a  taste 
for  reading,  which  stored  his  mind  with  useful 
facts.  At  the  unsolicited  request  of  his  feltow- 
citizeuB,  he  relnctantly  yidided  his  assent  to 'oc- 
cupy a  seat  on  this  floor.  How  he  dischaz^ed 
that  important  trust  during  the  short  time  he 
participated  in  our  deliberations,  is  known  to 
jon  all.  During  a  protracted  and  uncommonly 
arduous  session,  when  many  fiunted  by  the 
waydde,  he  was  always  at  his  post  I>unn^  a 
time  of  uncommon  excitement  and  politioal 
aorimiuy,  he  was  finn  in  the  support  of  what 
he  deem^  to  be  right,  yet  tolerant  to  the  opin- 
ions of  others  with  whom  he  differed.  In  one 
word,  he  was  constant  and  patient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  all  his  official  duties,  and  untiring. in 
the  more  humble,  bat  nseftil  labors  of  his  sta- 
tion. Katurally  frank,  honest,  and  confiding, 
he  drew  around  him  a  circle  of  fiienda,  and,  by 
the  unadulterated  goodness  of  his  heart,  di»- 
armed  even  politioal  opposition  of  its  rancor. 
Fin^y,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  a  father, 
husband,  brother,  fiiend,  citizen,  aiid  leig^atw, 
be  was  blameless.  That  no  testimony  of  re- 
spect for  his  many  vlrtnes  sbonld  be  wanting, 
I  oflbr  for  the  adoption  of  the  House  the  reso- 
lutions which  I  send  to  the  Chur ; 

Seaolved,  vnantiMoiMfy,  That  this  House  has  re- 
onved  with  deep  Bcnaibuity  the  umunciation  of  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  Williah  Fattusoh,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  State  <^  New  York. 

RetolMd,  unontmoiwjy,  That  tb«  members  of  tUs 
House  will  testify  their  reqiect  for  the  memoiy  of 
the  deceased,  by  wearing  crqw  on  the  left  ann  for 
thirty  days. 

IkeOh  of  Hon.  A.  W.  Bruyn, 

Hr.  GuTthen  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 

as  foUowB : 

Mr.  Spiaker  :  I  sincerely  join  In  the  expres- 
sion of  sorrow  at  the  decease  of  onr  late  lamented 
friend  and  oolleagae,  whose  death  we  have  just 
heard  announced,  and  sympathize  with  his  rel- 
atives, and  especially  his  children,  who  have 
suffered  a  double  bereavement ;  and  regret,  yes, 
sir,  deeply  regret,  that  there  is  stiU  ^et  to  be 
announced  another  instimce  of  mortality,  which 
occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  among 
the  delegation  from  that  Btate,  and  tiiat,  too, 
from  the  Distriot  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  I  allude  to  the  late  Hon. 
AvDBKW  Db  Vitt  Bbutn,  who,  for  a  c<»uider- 
able  period  prior  to^  and  daring  all  the  time  he 
servea  his  oonstitoenta,  in  this  body,  suffered 
under  a  combination  of  diseases  that  imj^red 
his  usefulness  here,  Mid  finally  terminated  his 
life  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last,  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Ithaca,  ^ide  from  the  irreparable 
loss  which  Us  &mily  have  sustuned,  the  deatii 
of  Jodge  Bmyn  is  r^arded  as  jio  ordinary  ca- 
lamity to  the  community  to  whom  he  was  iati- 
mately  known,  and  by  whom  his  salutary  influ- 


ence, both  in  public  and  private  Itibf  was  felt 
and  ^predated.  In  all  situations  in  life^  he 
was  uoiable  and  unpretending;  deliberate  In 
forming  his  opinions,  and  inflexible  in  main- 
taining them.  He  was,  in  all  respects,  an  hon- 
orable man ;  justly,  and  in  a  very  high  degree, 
enjoying  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him ;  and 
those  who  knew  him  best  respected  him  most 
He  was  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  distinguished  for 
the  dear  and  comprehensive  view  he  took  of 
all  subjects  presented  for  bis  conrideration,  pos- 
seering  talents  peculiarly  fitting  fbr  a  judicial 
station ;  and  after  a  suocesBAil  praotioe  in  his 
profesrion  'for  iokds  yean,  he  reodvad  the  ap- 
pohitmoat  of  first  Judge  wthe  county  court  m 
the  county  where  he  resided,  the  duties  of 
whldi  he  ^soharged  for  several  years,  and  un- 
til he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  with 
distinguished  ability ;  and  when  he  re«gned  to 
enter  upon  his  duties  here,  he  received  the 
unanimous  and  cordial  i^probation  of  the  bar 
of  his  county,  and  those  whose  peculiar  prov- 
ince it  was  to  Join  in  an  exproasion  of  his  valu- 
able services  m  that  capacity.  Of  his  course 
here  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark,  that  he  ao- 

r'  -ed  a  reputation  here  which  he  maintuned 
where,  of  a  pore,  uprlj^t,  and  honest  man. 
I  beg  leaTe  to  send  to  tbe  Chair  the  following 
res(^uuon,  and  move  its  adoption : 

Retolted,  That  tbe  members  of  this  Hoose  tender 
to  the  relations  of  the  deceased  its  sjmpatby  on  this 
monmfid  event,  and  will  testify  their  respect  for  the 
menuay  of  Antaiw  Da  Witt  Baura,  deceased,  lata 
memb^  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  New  Ywfc, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted, 
and  then,  on  motion, 
The  House  %^onnied. 


MoNDAT,  December  10. 

SmUhtonian  Legacy. 

The  following  Messages  from  the  President 
of  tiiB  Vniteo  States  were  laid  before  the 
House: 

WAsmNOTON,  Dec.  6,  1888. 
J^th* HimMof  RepreuntatvMof  tht  UnitpdStatet: 
Tbe  act  of  the  Ist  July,  18S6,  to  enable  the  Ei ecu- 
tire  to  asent  and  prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of 
the  Uvisei  SUtm  to  the  Imcy  bequeathed  to  them 
by  Jamea  Smitfaaim,  late  oi  London,  baring  received 
its  entire  ezecutioa,  and  the  amount  recovered  and 
paid  Into  the  l^eamuy,  baring,  igreeably  to  an  act 
of  tbe  htst  sesdoD,  been  invested  in  State  stocfa,  I 
deem  !t  proper  to  inrite  the  attention  of  GonKreas  to 
the  obligation  now  devolring  npon  the  United  States 
to  fulfil  the  object  of  the  bequest.  In  order  to  obtdn 
such  information  as  miriit  seem  to  fkdlitate  ita  attain- 
ment,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed  in  July  last 
to  a|my  to  persons  VMsed  In  sdenoe,  and  ftauliar 
wltfi  the  sanect  of  pubUe  ednmtliui,  far  ibtir  riews 
aa  to  tiie  mode  of  ditposlng  of  the  fhnd  best  calculated 
to  meet  the  intentions  <tf  me  testator,  and  prove  moat 
benefidal  to  mankind.  Cities  of  the  dreolar  letter 
written  in  oompUanoe  with  theae  dlnotkms,  and  of 


Digitized  by 


702 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Dbcbhber,  I888.3 


Hi^  i^Ou  SatA. 


[26a  Ok 


the  anawera  to  it  receiTcd  alt  the  Department  of  State, 
«re  herewith  oommnnleated  for  the  conridention  of 
Congrass.  H.  TAN  BUSEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  referred  to  a  Bel«ot 
Committee  of  nine. 
Jb  tbt  Home  of  Repntentathet, 

I  hei«irith  bummit  to  iba  House  of  ReprcMnta- 
tiv«s  reports  from  the  Seci^tar;  of  Stat«  and  the 
Seoretar;  of  the  Treasury,  with  aooompanjing  docu- 
ments, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  Wb  of  July  last  U.  TAN  BUBEN. 

WAfBUTOfOH,  Dec  7,  1888. 

t 

D^/hleatum  i^Sam.  SmtrUeout^  laU  OoiUetar 
tif  the  PoH  <ifMw  Tori. 

lb  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  RepreurUaHvet  of  tlu 
United  Btatea: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  special  report,  made  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  your  consider- 
ation, in  relation  to  the  recently  discovered  defimtt 
of  Samuel  Swartwoat,  late  collector  of  the  ctutmu  at 
the  port  of  New  Torit. 

I  would  respectfully  innte  the  eariy  attention  of 
Ckmgrees  to  the  adoption  of  the  legal  proems 
therein  sn^^ested,  or  sncl»  other  measures  as  may 
appear  more  expedient  for  increarfng  the  public 
security  against  similar  defalcations  hereafter. 

H.  TAN  BUBEN. 

Wasbixqiox,  Dec  1  1838. 

Ur.  Cahbbeleng  moved  that  so  much  of  thia 
doenment  as  related  to  the  defUcatton  of  the 
late  collector  of  Kev  York  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  so  mach  as  related  to 
tiie  revenue  laws  to  that  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Ur.  C.  remarked,  that  in  makioff  the  first 
motion,  which  he  r^arded  as  one  demanding 
the  exdasive  consideration  of  a  coramittee,  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  state  that  he  did  it  with 
no  design  of  acting  upon  the  committee  him- 
self in  any  capacity,  (^tiieoontr^,  charged 
as  he  was  wiui  the  laborious  duties  on  another 
eomnUttee,  he  could  scarcely  devote  the  requi- 
site time ;  and,  Independent  of  that  considersp 
tlon,  it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  him 
that  the  piembers  should  come  from  a  different 
quarter  of  the  Union  than  Mr.  C.  did. 

Mr.  Mercbb  applauded  the  spirit  and  candor 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  bat  he  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman,  as  this  was  an  im- 
portant matter,  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow, 
and  order  it  to  be  printed, 

Kr.  C.  assenting,  the  subject  took  that  tem- 
porary direction.* 


*  Among  tbo  papen  oommniilcated  by  the  Fmldeot 
wan  tlw  foUowing  from  RniaT  D.  Onpnr,  Esq.,  Solldtor 
of  tboT^eaNiy: 

Hr.  TTndsrwood  completed,  un  ninndo^  evening,  the 
examlaatlan  of  the  books  and  docamenU  kt  tbe  ciutom- 
bouM,  M  Ikr  u  to  enable  him,  with  the  addition  of  the  In- 
IbnnatloD  alroadr  possewed  at  the  Treuniy,  to  etato  Uie 
aoeonnt  of  Mr,  Swartwoot  m  aa  to  exhlMt  tmlr  the  amount 
due  to  the  Unlt«d  Btatee.  He  thea  prooeedecl  to  Wuhtng- 
toB  for  the  pnrpoee  of  havlDg  the  acoonnt  OaallT  a4iu>ted 
end  noasedby  the  scconntiDg  otBccra,  u  the  act  orConmai 
roqDires,  and  expected  to  retnm  It  to  tn^  at  this  plaMh  duly 
certlflad,  by  the  ISth  InetaDt  When  It  to  MeoiTtFO,  w* 
bo  ablo  to  adopt  the  ■nmmarv  proeeedlan'  br  dlttreas 
wamnt,  anthoriMd  1^  the  act  «r  l£qr  l^       aisild  the 


TCX8DA.T,  December  11. 

When  New  Hampshire  was  called  on, 
If  r.  Athbbxon  rose  and  asked  kave  to 
mit  the  fbllowing  xesolutions : 

JUtolted,  That  tl^  Qbvemment  is  a  Goremc 
of  limited  powers,  and  that,  by  the  Cooatinbntf 
tlw  United  States,  Congresibssno  jwia&tiinib 
erer  over  the  instituwm  itf  davesy  in  the  tnta 
States  of  the  Confederacy. 

Jietolved,  That  petitions  for  the  abc^tion  of 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Teiritoria^^ 
United  St^Uea,  and  against  the  removal  of  slam  ^ 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  ot 
tiona  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  institutioa  dvren: 
the  several  States,  and  thus  indirectly  to  destnriiL 
insUtutlon  within  their  limits. 

Reaolved,  That  Congress  has  no  ri{^  to  do  :k 
indirectly  wbidi  it  cannot  do  directly;  anddiiis 
uflation  of  tiie  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Dutriai 
C^lomMa,  or  Uie  Territories,  as  a  means,  ui  k 
the  view,  of  distnrtHng  or  orerUirowing  dalic 
tion  la  the  ssrenl  Sutes,  is  against  tte  ttoe  fi 
and  mevdng  of  the  ooBStitnUtHi,  aa  loftingEgHi 
theri^<^  tlie6tatesalfeeted,aulabRMhtfii 


Intererts  of  tha  Uidted  gtrtaa  make  that  tmmwmi 

vUable. 

It  appeaTed  proper,  however,  wltbrnit  mitlii;  tat  It^ ) 
take  wbatover  meanires  were  needblfl  fbt  tba  taa* 
■eonritr  of  the  United  StatM.  On  ezamlninc  Ue  IHIM 
attomejr  ttom  Mr.  Swartwoat  to  Mr.  Ogden,  1  (ouid 
conferred  on  the  latter  the  fullest  ageney.  He  nitre; 
Impresaed  with  the  propriety  <tf  adt^m  aDd^kr. 
measnres  tor  the  eeonrif;  of  the  United  State*  umi 
bU  power.  He  hu  paid  over  to  me  the  mm  of  IKH: 
cBio,  beiu  the  deposit  la  bank  referred  0  la  tfat  lH^ 
port  This  nro  I  oave  placed  to  the  credit  of  Ih  ^ 
nrer  of  the  United  Statee.  on  nwdal  depotit  la  tIeU 
of  Amerioa;  and  berewitn  encloae  you  da|Scale 
of  the  eaabter  tberelbr.  Mr.  Ogden  tuM  alio  tuakit 
the  attorney  of  Ur.  Swartwon^  OAm  morigiitu  <'^'^' 
property  la  tbe  Btatea  of  New  York,  New  JcntT'  * 
Mti^and.  The  epecUo jKRtleM  of  ^operQ  bdaDfOf  ^ 
Ur.  Swartwoat  in  thoee  State*  were  not  all  novi  uk 
Ogden,  bat  they  are  described  as  ftiDy  aa  Ui  bifxatu 
pennitted;  and  tha  nortngas  embrace,  ge&enllr,  k  t 
Bwwtwontli  aatata.  Neither  Ur.  Price  nor  mjt^  ^ 
been  able  to  loam  tbat  there  Is  any  other  propertr,  m  - 
penonal,  tmlesa  It  be  the  household  fUmltare.  lit  es: 
pilfoa  have  heea  placed  for  record  In  the  ngfeuft  i 
this  city,  and  or  Bergen  ooanty,  New  Jeney,  tnl  1 1^ 
forwarded  that  embracing  tbe  property  tn  Muylisl  »v 
distrtot  attorney  there,  with  a  request  to  baveHrm^ 
In  the  proper  offlee  without  delay.  These  ntortwi  t 
clo'le  tbe  bouse  and  lota  In  thto  tUy  i  the  IsnEe  aid  nia- ' 
meadow  piDperty  at  Hobokea;  anadi«laterMtiBtk*a 
lands  at  Onmbenand.  Aa  to  tbdr  value.  I  hsTe  ■)•»«> 
of  fbrmlngan  tqdnloivbnt  It  to  rated  InrUr.OgdaKi 
very  laige  amonnL— {JSMniet^  2fo€.  Ut,  1BS& 

Tcatarday  I  received  a  doly  certified  tnuaeilpl  of  itt<^ 
count  of  Mr.  Swartwont,  as  Anally  stated  by  the  t^''^ 
effleets,  showlnc  a  balanoe  dae  from  blm,  as  Iste^li™ 
ortberevoniefortbeportofNew  Totk,or«l,Stll1>^ 

In  nnrtnance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  liu  <^;. 
im,  I  forthwith  issued  a  warrant  of  dbtrew 
said  Saoinel  Swartwont,  and  Beqjamin  BIrdMll,  CiiDtti. 
livlnsstoa,  and  Mangle  L.  Qnaekeaboss,  the  nirslieiuw 
official  bond  of  Mr  Swartwoat,  which  wag  ferwudM  1^ 
the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Tresfwr- 
warrant  of  dUtrana,  with  a  copj  of  the  sMoanC.  ^* 
Hvered  to  the  msrsbal,  and  be  proceeded  without  <h'Vj* 
make  a  levy  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  8wartwoatuKiUi»*' 
ties  la  thU  ^strict  .  . 

In  order  to  perftot  the  lien  in  the  manuT  <^  ~ 
requires,  the  marshal  Jias  already  caased  the  lerltf  m  ^ 
made,  with  the  dates,  to  be  noocded  la  tbe  aA« 
olerk  oCtbe  distrtet  coort  for  tUs  diatriet,  sod  wlU  e!»g 
so  to  do  as  additional  property  naj  b«  •seeitslnn.-i*^ 
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public  foith  upon  wbich  they  MUtend  into  the  Con* 
federacy. 

Hesolved,  That  the  coMtltation  nets  on  the  broad 
principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy, and  that  Oongren,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
acknowledged  powers,  ms  no  right  to  disrafaninate 
between  tl»  inadtations  one  portion  of  the  States 
and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolisUng.  the  one  and 
promodng  toe  other. 

Jteaolwi,  there/ore.  That  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Congreas  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of* 
Columbia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  re- 
moral  of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  insdtudons  of  one  portion  of  the 
Confederacy  and  another,  wl&  the  views  aforeaald, 
are  in  violatton  of  theocMistftadoD,  destnictive  t^the 
fundamental  principle  on  which  the  Union  of  these 
States  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress ; 
and  that  every  petidon,  memorial,  resolution,  propo- 
sition, or  paper,  touc^uiig  or  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery,  as  aforesaid,  or 
the  abotitfon  ther||:^  shall,  on  the  presentaUon 
thereof^  without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid 
on  the  table,  withont  bdaig  debated,  minted,  or  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Ovemxa  otjected  to  their  introdnotitHi 
at  this  time. 

Hr.  Atiuktoh  thereupon  moved  a  Bupendon 
of  the  rules. 

Ilr.  Adahs  and  Hr.  Cubhino  simnltaneonsly 
demanded  Uie  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being 
ordered,  wore — yeas  137,  nays  66. 

So  the  rales  were  snspendcd. 

The  resolutions  being  before  the  House, 

Mr.  Athektoh  addressed  the  Ohdr  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  addressing  the  House  at  this  time  my  ob- 
ject is,  very  briefly,  to  explun  the  purport  of 
tlie  rwfdntions  just  offbred,  and  toe  reasons 
which  have  induced  me  to  present  them. 

The  first  resolntiwi  dedares  "  that  this  Qov- 
emment  Is  a  Govemment  of  Unrited  powers, 
and  that  by  the  Oonstitation  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  has  no  jnrisdiclioQ  whatever 
over  the  ii^titntion  of  sfayery  in  the  several 
States  of  the  Oonfederacy." 

To  suppose  that  this  resolution  would  not 
meet  very  general  assent,  would  be  to  auppose 
that  the  most  ultra  Federal  notions  are  enter- 
tained as  to  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  that  those  powers  are  considered  as 
entirely  absolute  and  unlimited. 

The  second  resolution  declares  that  petitions 
for  the  alxdiUim  of  davery  in  the  District  of 
Ofdnmbia  and  the  Tenitcnies  of  the  United 
States,  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
oqe  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of 
operations  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  instltotion 
of  davery  in  the  several  States,  and  Utus  In- 
directly to  deatn^  that  institution  within  tb«r 
limits. 

L^^y  and  morally,  Kr.  Speaker,  men  are 
held  responsible  for  t^ie  consequences  wbioh 
their  acts  have  a  manifest  tendency  to  produce. 
This  resolution  contains  an  expression  of  our 
(qiiaion  as  to  the  nltimate  object  and  tendency 
of  tbeae  petitions  and  memonala.  Cu  any  ona 
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who  does  not  shut  his  eyes  to  what  is  going  on 
around  htm,  donbt  as  to  the  effect,  and  as  to 
tbe  intention  of  these  petitions?  I  cannot 
doubt  it,  sir,  without  disbelieving  the  open 
avowals  of '  these  petitioners  tiiemselves.  In 
saying  this,  I  refer,  uowever,  not  to  many  hon- 
est persona  who  have  signed  them  without  a 
sufficient  examination  of  the  important  bearing 
of  the  question;  nor  to  others,  sach  for  in- 
stance as  famalea  and  children,  who  hare  had, 
in  fixing  tfaelr  rignatares,  too  freqnmtly  no 
definite  intention  or  o'bjeot;  but  to  those  who 
call  londly  for  the  presentation  of  these  peti- 
tions, who  get  them  up,  who  circulate  them  for 
sif^fUure,  and  whose  business  it  seems  to  be  to 
agitato  the  community  on  this  subject. 

The  third  resolution  declares  that  Congress 
has  no  right  to  do  that  indirectly  which  it  can- 
not do  mrootly,  and  that  the  a^tation  of  the 
snbject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
or  Uie  Territories,  as  a  means,  or  with  the.view, 
of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institution 
in  the  several  States,  is  agtunst  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  oonstitntion,  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  righto  of  the  States  afEbcted,  and 
a  breadi  of  the  pnbllo  fidth,  nput  vhioh  thqr 
entered  into  tibia  Oonfederaiqr. 

The  fourth  resolution  declares  "  that  tbe  con- 
stitution rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  eqnaBty 
among  the  members  of  this  Confederacy,  and 
that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowl- 
edged powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the 
States  and  another,  with  a  view  of  aboUshing 
the  one  and  promoting  the  other." 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  code  of  political 
oonstruction  or  political  morality  ought  to  find 
favor  ,  in  this  House,  by  which  the  Juatioe  of 
these  two  resolutions  shall  not  be  fiuly  admit- 
ted. Indeed,  sir,  I  must  say  that  all  tiie  reso- 
lutions to  which  I  have  adverted  seem  very 
like  truisms,  about  which  no  dispute  can  be  en- 
tert^ned ;  and  it  also  seems  to  me,  that  from 
these  the  principles  contained  in  the  fifth  and 
last  resolution  follow  by  necessary  consequence. 

The  fifth  resolution  declares  that,  therefore, 
"  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the 
Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate  between 
the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Confeder- 
acy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
in  violation  at  the  constitution,  destmotive  of 
the  fundammtal  principles  on  which  the  imion 
of  these  States  rests,  aai  beyond  tho  jmrisdio- 
tion  of  Oongreaa." 

These  are  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fifth 
resolution,  and  as  I  have  said,  they  seem  to  me 
to  follow  by  ikeoessary  consequence  from  the 
preceding  resolutions.  But  the  fifth  resolutitHi 
proceeds  still  further,  and  provides  for  the 
mode  of  action  of  the  House  upon  petitions, 
memorials,  &c.,  on  this  sulyect ;  and  from  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  first  part  of  the  res- 
olution, the  propriety  of  the  mode  of  action 
preaaiMd,  beoomes  at  onoe  i^parent 
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The  latter  part  of  the  resolation  provides 
that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolotioD,  prop- 
oaition  or  pi^,  trading  or  rdating  in  any 
waj,  or  to  anT  extent  wnateTer,  to  uavery  aa 
■Ibresdd,  or  the  abolition  thereof;  ahall,  on  the 
presentation  thereof,  witbont  any  further  action 
tiiereon,  be  laid  npon  the  tab'le,  without  being 
debnted,  printed,  or  referred. 

Iliis  proTinon  ia,  in  effect,  similar  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  24th  of  December,  1887,  on  the 
tame  robject.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of 
all,  that  the  resolation  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber was  also  nearly  similar  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  tbe  Qonw  several  years  since,  after 
fiiU  examtnation  of  the  sulfjeot  by  a  committee. 
The  representatives  of  the  Sute  which  I,  in 
part,  represent,  voted  for  that  resolution,  and 
urn  of  tnenr  was  of  the  oommittee  who  report- 
ed iL  Their  oonne  met  the  dedded  ^vproba- 
tion  of  a  majori^  of  th^  eonatitaeate,  as  I 
bdieve  baa  the  course  of  thoee  who  supported 
the  similar  resoliitiooa  of  the  24tb  December. 
At  any  rate,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  of 
that  oonstituency.  that  they  are  too  intelligent 
to  be  misled  by  tne  idle  and  utterly  unfounded 

Eretence,  that  the  adoption  of  aach  a  resolution 
I  a  denial  of  an^  rig^t  of  petition.  Still,  air, 
M  In  some  portions  of  the  country,  from  not 
mfficientiy  attending  to  the  reasona  inda<»ng  it, 
this  may  hare  been  considered  a  measare  bor- 
dering on  harshness,  I  have  thought  proper  in 
submitting  that  part  of  the  last  resdution,  pre- 
aersbing  uie  mode  ot  action  bj  the  Houoe^ 
which  Is  dmilar  in  effect  to  the  reaction  ift- 
ported  by  Hr.  PraoKinET,  and  to  the  resdlntion 
<rf  tbe  24th  December,  1887,  to  pre&ce  it  with 
the  matter  preoedins,  embodying  the  reaaons 
which  not  only  render  the  pn^riety  of  this 
coarse  erident,  bat  show  the  impropriety  of 
any  other.  I  woold  treat  these  petitiona  pre- 
cisely as  I  would  any  other  inr<Mving  similar 
ocmtideratloQB.  These  sabjeota  have  excited 
anzioQa  attedtion  and  reflection  here  and  else- 
where. It  would  be  doing  ii^nadoe  to  the 
intelligenee  of  the  members  of  this  House,  to 
■oppose  thiU  any  one  of  them  had  not  made  up 
Ua  mind  on  the  question,  whether  we  hare  a 
right  to  grant  the  pnyvr  d  thaae  petitiona  or 
not  The  Abolitiraists  thunselveserfnoe  their 
own  conriotion  that  the  minda  of  membera, 
even  before  they  enter  titia  Hall,  are  made  up 
on  these  HubjQCtjs,  by  requiring  thcon  ex|dieitly 
to  state  their  opinions  and  tite  rote  they  intend 
to  give.  The  matter  has  been  onoe  referred  to 
a  committee,  who  fully  examined  it,  and  re- 
ported such  arguments  as  conclauvely  show 
our  want  of  jurisdiction.  Is  it  pretended  that 
every  petition  most  be  referred^  and  a  report 
he  made  in  faH  upon  it, 'and  that  the  whole 
time  of  Congress  should .  be  spent  upon  the 
subject?  The  Hotise,  and  each  member  of  the 
Houaa  has  fully  considered  the  sal^eeta  in- 
ydTed  in  these  petitions.  then,  the  Howe 
is  decidedly  of  oinnioa  that  it  has  no  rigdit  to 
■ot  on  these  tahjeota  as  the  petitioners  desire, 
it  i^  aa  I  oonowre^  oar  dol^  to  ^qxne  of  the 


petitions  with  as  little  delay  aa  poaaiblei,  onlos 
indeed  our  o^ect  be  to  waste  our  own  tiine  mod 
the  money  of  the  peo|^  In  diaenauon  intonnin- 
aUe  and  nnandling,  or  worse  than  vnftTuIiiig, 
beeatise  Intended  to  mannbc^nre  paUie  acnti- 
noit  for  our  oonstitnents  rather  than  to  aequne 
light  for  our  own  guidance,  and  thus  indiettiiiz 
the  assumption  that  Ire  are  the  masters  insteaj 
of  the  serranta  of  the  people.  Bj  tho  mode 
of  action  here  prescribed,  the  petitions  are  to 
be  presented  Uke  any  other  petitioDa ;  fixMs  the 
statement  of  their  omteuta,  required  by  lU 
rules  of  the  House,  it  is  pwceived  that  tbej 
relate  to  subjects  which  have  been  fully  coo- 
sidered  by  the  House,  and  oa  which  a  nugorit; 
of  the  House  hare  dwnitely  formed  an  ojnnioa 
that  the  House  has  no  Intimate  jtuisdietkic; 
and  thaj  are  at  onoe  lud  upon  the  taAil*. 

Believlitt,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  "  the  r^a&m  of 
master  aoa  slave  is  a  matter  exelndvely  wichia 
the  regulation  of  the  Statea  where  it  exists,  aad 
that  any  interference  by  the  inhabitants  of 
other  States  in  regard  to  it,  is  not  only  unau- 
thorized and  intrusive,  bat  faithless  and  diahcn- 
orable^  as  being  agunst  the  letter  and  ^rit  ef 
the  sacred  compact  which  biods  us  together" 
— bdierlDg  that  the  agitation  now  pmctiaed  oa 
the  sabject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery-,  wbAba 
carried  on  under  the  pretext  of  miuntaining  tbe 
right  of  petition,  or  any  other  pretext,  rasuhi, 
either  from  a  total  misconception  of  the  natan 
and  rights  of  the  General  and  State  Goveta- 
menta,  or,  aa  there  is  reaaon  to  fear  in  bow 
instances,  from  hostility  to  oar  established  Se- 
publican  institutions — that  it  tends  to  aUeuatc 
the  fHendly  regards  of  different  parte  d  ocr 
'country,  and  (ntroduoe  sectional  differenoe! 
and  divisions — to  waste  and  consame  ibn  time 
of  Congress,  and  enormously  to  increase  th» 
expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  people — tliti 
it  is  dangerous,  not  only  to  tiie  rizhts  of  tht 
citizens  of  the  slave-holding  States,  but  also,  ia 
tbe  highest  degree,  to  the  integrity  of  the 
Union— that,  if  persisted  in,  it  threatens  u 
involve  the  whole  country  in  the  moat  alarmiiu 
evils — and  that  it  ought  to  be  disoountenanoM 
^  every  friend  of  the  Union  and  of  Repnblicn 
Gorcnunent,  I  oannot  bat  traat  these  reaoh-' 
tions  will  meet  the  favorsble  consideration  of 
the  House 

Kr.  A.  tlien  demanded  the  previous  question. 

U>.  "Wisx.  I  ask  tbe  gentiemea  of  the 
North,  as  the  Korth  has  been  heard,  that  tbe 
South  shall  be  heard  also.  These  are  not 
Sonthem  resolutions,  and  I  repudiate  Oum  aa 
such.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment 

The  Chub  said  it  was  not  in  order.  • 

Hr.  CuBHnro  called  for  a  diviuon  of  the  ques- 
tion, BO  aa  to  take  it  on  each  resolution, 

Ht.  Wise.  I  aak  leave  of  this  Hoaso  that 
the  South  may  be  heard  upon  this  qaesti<Mi. 

The  Ohaib  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he 
must  be  aware  debate  eoold  not  be  enterttfned 
after  tbe  previoua  questitm  had  been  dannded. 

Hr.  WuB.  Then  I  Mk  that  mj  reaolatioB 
be  raid. 
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The  Orux  it  eoold  tmly  ^  done  hy 
inanimotu  eonsent  [Cries  (tf  No  I  no  1  from 
hrarions  parte  of  the  Hall.] 

Hr.  WuB.  It  is  a  plot  sprang  npon  the 

South. 

Hr.  TiLUHOHAar  would  ask  the  gentleman 
ffoiq  New  Ilampshire,  if^  after  following  up  a 
jpcech  and  an  argament  bj  the  prerions  ijuee- 
tioD,  lie  woold  not  withdraw  it  for  at  least  the 
»mo  length  of  time,  for  a  replj,  that  his  argu- 
oaent  had  oonsnmed.    [Cries  of  Order  I  order  [] 

Mr.  Stakly  said,  to  use  the  words  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (BCr.  Cambbslxko)  on 
another  occanon,  he  wanted  to  see  eTeiy  man, 
both  North  ma  Sonth,  toe  the  mark ;  and 
therefore  he  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoose ;  whloh 
was  ordered. 

Wfaen  the  name  of  Ur.  "Wjbk  was  called,  tliat 
gentleman  rose  in  his  plaoe  and  said,  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  Sonthem  people  and  ISoathem 
interests,  I  am  not  hero  on  the  mlfject  of  Abo- 
litioti. 

The  call  was  proceeded  In,  and  228  members 
having  responded, 

Mr.  Trrus  moved  to  dispense  wiUi  its  ftuther 
proceedings. 

So  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were 
dispensed  with,  and  the  question  recurring  on 
the  second  for  the  previons  qnestion, 

Hr.  WiBi  again  asked  that  a  resolntion  he 
had  drawn  up  aa  an  unendment  be  read. 

Hr.  CusEH AN  Greeted. 

Hr.  'Wias  moved  a  sospenrion  of  the  rales ; 
bnt  the  Chair  ruled  the  motion  to  be  ont  of 
order. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  bj  the 
House,  103  to  102,  and  ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  GRBsnKLL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bell  then  rose  and  aaid.  he  would  make 
a  motion,  which  he  hoped  would  be  assented 
to  on  lUl  sides.  It  was  to  move  that  the  House 
adionnif  and  to  wder  the  resolutioDB  to  be 
pnnted  and  laid  on  titeir  tables  to-morrow, 
when  th^  would  vote  understandlnglj  upon 
them. 

The  Chaib  swd  the  motion  to  print  would 
require  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Bkll  hoped  no  genUeman  would  objeot 
to  a  proportion  that  seemed  to  him  so  reason- 
able. 

Objections  were  made,  liowever,  in  several 
quarters,  and  Mr.  Bell  then  made  the  motion 
to  adjourn,  on  which 

Mr.  CusHHjuf  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which,  bdng  ordered,  were— yeas  102,  nays 
113. 

So  the  House  refbaing  to  a^onm,  tiie  ques- 
tion recurred  on  (wdering  the  main  question  to 
be  put.  • 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio^  then  raised  the  qnestion 
of  order,  whether,  as  the  116th  rule  of  the 
House  provided  that  no  stan^ng  rule  shotUd 
be  changed  without  one  diqr'a  notice,  and  as 
tiie  48th  role  prescribed  the  mode  of  xeceivliig : 
Vou  XUL— 4« 


petitions,  and  the  fith  pending  resolution  pro- 
posed a  change  of  that  nde  so  far  as  a  certain 
class  of  petitions  were  concerned,  one  day*a 
notice  should  not  have  been  given. 

The  Chaib  said,  clearly  not,  and  it  had  been 
so  decided  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the  main  qnes- 
tion ordered — yeas  114,  nays  107. 

Mr.  Petrikex  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  otdered. 

Mr.  0.  H.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  stud  ha 
wished  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  these  res- 
olutions, unless  he  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  e^laining  his  views  upon  them.  They 
came  in  a  questionable  shwe,  and  he  could  not 
vote  for  them  without  nirther  examinati<m. 
He  therefore  asked  the  House  to  be  excused ; 
hot  before  the  qnestion  was  propounded— 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  said  he  bad  voted 
against  adjourning  before,  because  he  could  not 
persuade-  himself  that  the  previous  question 
would'  hare  been  sustuned,  but  seeing  it  had, 
he  now  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pabkbb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  bong  ordovd,  were— yeas  108, 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  House  also  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  Wil- 
UAHB  from  voting. 

Mr.  Wmi  gave  bis  reason^  in  part,  for  reftis- 
ing  to  vote  for  or  against  the  resdutions,  but 
he  was  called  to  order  for  travdlins  out  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  80th  rule.  Mr.  W. 
stated  that  he  should  not  vote. 

Mr.  Staklt  also  did  the  same,  as  did  Mr. 
Jenifes. 

Mr.  Undebwood  moved  the  House  to  ex- 
cuse him,  for  he  could  neither  rote  affirmative- 
ly nor  ne^tively,  without  placing  himself  in  a 
false  position ;  but  they  refused. 

Tbe  qaesti<Ma  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
resolutitm,  and  it  was  adopted— yeas  108,  naya 
6. 

On  moticHL  cit  Mr.  Oostih, 
The  House  tiieA  a^Jonmed. 


Wbdnebdat,  December  IS. 

.  Aholition  <(f  SlM«ry. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  considera- 
tion of  tiie  resolutions  introduced  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Athebton. 

As  .soon,  however,  as  the  journal  was  read, 
Mr.  Wise  rose  and  remarked  that  he  did  not 
perceive  entered  on  the  record  the  fact  that  he 
had  refused  to  vote  yesterday,  and  as  he  wanted 
his  constiturata  to  see  that  he  had  not  enter- 
tained the  snl^ect  of  abolition  of  slavery  In  the 
States,  He  moved  that  tiie  journal  be  oorreoted 


Tb»  motion  was  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  W.  inqnfred  if  this  motion  would  not  go 
on  the  journal  of  to-day. 
The  Chair  replied  that  it  wonld. 
Hr.  Vim's  oqeot  wis  attained  then. 
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Tbe  MocHod  raolotioii  ww  then  rad'w  fol- 
lom: 

Resolved,  That  peUtiotu  for  &e  kboliUon  cftimtj 
Id  Ae  District  of  Columbia  and  the  TenitoriM  of  tb« 
United  Sutes  and  agiinit  the  remoral  of  tUret  from 
one  Btotfl  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  jhn  of  op«a> 
tiona  set  on  foot  to  aflbet  the  institution  of  alarary 
In  the  aeTenl  States,  and  tbua  indirectly  to  destroy 
that  fawOtatioo  witUn  their  Uotitsi 

Mr.  BiDDLi  asked  permianoD  to  decline  TOt- 
tng  OD  the  seoond  propmitioD,  as  wantoQly 
atigautiziag  &  mass  of  men.  Whilst  he  ooold 
not  Tote  for  it,  he  knew  tiie  reckleM  wi$/Atj 
with  which  a  vote  agidnat  it  might  be  nied  to 
oreato  a  fUw  tmprMiion.  Mr.  B.  raferred  to 
the  itand  he  hid  taken  In  his  own  district  on 
this  subject,  end  the  manner  In  which  he  had 
been  sustained.  His  Van  Bnren  oppmient  had 
refused  to  answer  the  iDternwatories  propoond- 
od.  ICr.  B.  thought  that  a  body  of  honorable 
men  ought  not  to  place  him  lo  this  false  liffht 
for  the  mere  transient  parposee  of  party,  with 
a  view  to  influence  the  elections  at  the  Bonth, 
now  that  Uiose  at  the  North  had  been  sot 
throogh  with  it  Mr.  B.  was  proceeding  fur- 
ther, but 

The  Ohaib  inteiposed,  on  the  ground  that 
thegentleman  was  transgresslnff  the  mlet. 

The  House  reftuad  to  exeose  Mr.  Biddu. 

The  question  on  the  second  resolution  waa 
then  taken,  and  It  waa  adopted— yeas  186,  nays 
6S* 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wiai  was  called,  that 
gentleman  roee  in  hb  place,  and  satd :  I  reflise 
to  vote. 

Mr.  Cusniao  raised  the  question  of  order, 
that  the  gentleman  was  bound  to  vote  unless 
ezoused,  aod  that,  as  the  names  mast  be  called 
alphabetically,  the  Clerk  could  not  proceed  to 
the  next  name  and  pass  over  that  of  Mr.  Wni. 

The  Ckaib  si^d  uie  point  had  been  decided 
before ;  the  roll  must  be  proceeded  with,  after 
bring  (uce  eonimmoed. 

Mt.  CvaHDo  gara  notice  tl}at  he  diould 
Uie  qneatiott  agdn. 

We.  BnoHaoH,  who  etated  that  he  was  mo- 
mmtarily  absent  from  hla  seat  when  his  name 
was  called,  asked  leave  to  record  his  name  in 
the  affirmaUre ;  but  leave  waa  not  granted. 

Ab  soon  as  the  roll  was  gone  through,  and 
before  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr,  GnaHiira 
again  raised  the  above  qnestltm,  but  It  was 
ruled  to  be  ont  of  order. 

The  third  readution  waa  then  read  aa  ftil* 
lows: 

JUtoivtd.  That  Coogresa  has  no  right  to  do  that 
iod^eetly  which  it  oanoot  do  directly ;  and  that  the 
i«iUtioB  of  the  sobject  of  slavoy  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with 
the  view,  oi  distmUng  or  overttirowing  that  insUta- 
tioii  in  tlu  sevml  States,  is  against  uie  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  consdtution,  an  Infringement  of 
the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of  the 

JiubUc  fiuth  upon  whidi  they  entered  into  the  Con- 
edency. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  a  dlvinon  of  the  qnea- 


Caaa  CsK.  ! 

tion,  so  as  totaketbevatofirat  oathefoDDww 
branch  onlj: 

Se$olved,  That  Congress  has  no  to  do  I 
indirectly  wUdi  It  cannot  do  directly. 

The  vote  being  so  taken  resulted  in  tbe  iS- 
flrmative— yeas  178,  nays  SO. 

8o  the  first  braiidi  of  the  third  reaola^k-:. 
waa  adopted. 

Tbe  seoood  branch  being  read, 

The  question  waa  then  tdten,  and  resollcd 
also  in  the  affirmative— yeaa  1G4^  1197a  40. 

80  the  third  resolution  was  adopted,  and  tl-: 
fimrth  waa  taken  np  aa  fidlowa : 

JiMotv€d,  That  the  consUtatkNi  reato  «b  tibe  few 
principle  equality  amoi^  the  tMmben  of  da 
Confedeney,  and  that  Congress,  in  tbe  exerabeofsi 
■Anowledged  powns,  has  no  ri^t  to  diacriHai 
between  the  institutions  at  one  portion  of  tbe  Sbm 
and  another,  with  a  view  of  ■i«Ji«htig  the  one  si 
promoting  ttie  other. 

Mr.  Lnrcouf  called  for  a  divieioa  of  the 
tion  on  this  restdntton,  ao  aa  to  take  it  fint  a 
the  following  branch : 

"  RMolved,  That  the  constitution  rata  on  At 
Iwoad  principle  of  equaUtyanumg  flie  tMndMn  el 
lUs  Cmfedmcy."  1 

Such  a  £vist<»  being  aeoordino'lf  ordmi  I 
the  vote  thereon  resulted  aflBrroauv^— yea» 
180,  nays  S6. 

The  second  branch  of  this  res<datian  wisa^ 
agreed  to — yeas  )74,  nays  34. 

[When  Mr.  KKnnoT'a  name  was  eaUed.  tin; 
gratieman  s^  he  wished  to  inqaire,  befon  h 
voted,  whether  a  xderical  errror  coidd  be  &a 
oorreoted  in  this  part  of  the  reeolution. 

The  Ghaib  sua  it  conld  not. 

Mr.  KxRHiDT  K^ned  that  he  ahonld  m 
for  it,  but  he  did  ao  protesting  ■g«"'-T  its  hi 
grammar.] 

The  fifth  and  laat  reaolntitm  waa  In  the  fci-  I 
lowing  words : 

JUtolvtdy  tker^ort.  That  all  attempts  om  tbepirt  ' 
ti  Coogresa  to  abotish  riavety  fai  tbe  INsMet  d 
OcdumUa  or  the  Territories,  or  to  praUdt  ibe  n- 
moral  of  alarea  from  Btate  to  State,  or  to  diao-iinBitr 

between  the  institutions  of  ooe  portion  of  the  CoaM- 
eracyand  another,  with  tbe  views  afbreaaid,  are  in  tm- 
ladon  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of  tbe  finds- 
mental  prindide  on  whidi  the  Colon  of  these  States 
rests,  and  twyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Congre>s  -,  tA 
that  every  petition,  memorial,  reaolotion,  propositico 
or  paper,  toncUng  or  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  ny 
extent  iriiatever,  to  alaveiy  as  aforesaid,  or  tbe 
Iltim  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  therei^  witk- 
oat  any  fhrther  action  thereon,  be  laid  upon  (be 
table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  referred. 

Mr.  Bawdovb  called  fn*  a  divinon  at  tbe 
word  "  Congress  "  In  the  9th  line ;  whidi  ww 
ordered. 

Mr.  W1B8  then  said,  I  now,  if  it  be  in  order, 
and  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  up- 
on all  the  resolutions,  move  a  sospension  of  the 
roles,  with  a  view  of  ofibring  an  amendmoit  to 
this  proportion,  ao  as  to  strike  out  the  wor^ 


Digitized  by 


DKBATE8  OF  CONaBESS. 


707 


8d  Sbml] 


[Dkcexbxb,  1888, 


**ioltft  thevietBii^br«aald;^  vai  that  gentle- 
tuen  msf  not  faare  an  exonsa  ttf  appreh«DdiDg 
a  debate  on  Al>oIition,  I  pledga  myself  not  to 
say  a  word  npon  it  I  will  vote  for  the  reiola- 
tion  if  they  will  strike  out  these  words. 

The  Ohaib  eonld  aot  entert^  the  motiai  to 
suspend  the  rales. 

Hr.  WiKs.  Well,  then,  I  will  remark  that 
these  are  the  words  that  add  tin  Sonth. 

The  first  branch  of  the  propodflon  was 
adopted — yeas  146,  nays  63. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Dawsoh,  of  G^rgia, 
was  called,  that  gentleman  rose  in  his  puioe  and 
HUd. 

Mr.  l^peaker,  I  shall  Tote  in  tlie  affirmadTe, 
omitdng  or  npnnging,  so  fiv  as  mf  vote  goes, 
the  words  "  with  the  views  aforoaatd."  Ocra- 
gress  has  no  oonstitntional  power,  for  emjf 
"  iiieto$  "  or  for  any  purposes  whatever  to  In- 
terfere with  the  qnestion.] 

Hr.  Forrs  moved  to  lay  the  second  brandi 
on  the  table,  on  which  mon<m 

Mr.  Ciuio  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were— yeas  86^  n^  139. 

So  the  motion  to  li^  <m  the  iM»  waa  decid- 
ed in  the  negative. 

Ur.  JmnFBB  inquired  if  the  affirmation  of 
this  last  proposition  would  not  be  identical  with 
a  Tirtaal  reception  of  all  petitions  on  the  aholi- 
lion  of  slaTery  1^  the  Honae  t 

The  Ohaib  reuied  that  that  waa  a  qnestion 
which  each  geauanan  mnst  interpret  ibr  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Pops  e^d  he  wished  to  be  ezonsed  from 
Toting  npon  this  propoiition,  (he  had  voted  for 
all  the  others,)  on  the  gronim  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  affirm  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions, and  farther,  that  it  was  inoonrirtent  witii 
the  propositions  already  adopted.  Any  vote 
he  coold  give  wonld  be  misoonstrned. 

The  Honse  reftised  to  excose  Mr,  F. 

Mr.  OuHMRs  also  moved  to  be  exoosed  on 
rimSar  gronnda  to  those  of  Us  colleague ;  but 
the  Honse  again  rrftased. 

The  second  brandi  of  the  last  {ffopoeition 
was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Ykas.— UesBcs.  AnderBon,  Andrews,  Aflierton, 
Binks,  Bestty,  Been,  BickneD,  Birdaall,  Brodhesd. 
Buchsnan,  BTnnm,  John  Calhoon,  C^brelesg,  WU- 
Uam  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chane^n  Ch^Hnan,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor  Craig, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  DawsoD,  Deberty,  DeGrafl; 
DenniB,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  FarriwtMi,  Wrfleld, 
¥rj,  Gallup,  James  Gtrtand,  lUoe  Gariand,  Jamee 
Gnuuun,  Gmndand,  Onres,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Bar- 
riaon,  Omes,  HavUna,  Hiyaes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Hnbley,  WlUiam  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Tbomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabei  JaoksoD,  Henry 
Jc^nson,  Joseidi  Johnson,  WUUtm  C  Johosoti, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  K^m,  Kemble, 
Eemiedy,  EUngenamitb,  L^nire,  Leadbettw,  Lewis, 
IxKNnia,  Lyoa^  James  U.  Mason,  Martin,  Huur, 
Kay,  If  oKay,  Robert  HcClellan,  Abraham  HcaelJan, 
McClore,  Henrfee,  tferoer,  UwtgDmeiy,  Hooie, 
Morgan,  Bamuel  W.  Morris,  Moiray,  NoUe,  Palmer, 
Fuker,  Farris,  Punter,  Pearoe.  Fetrikin,  Pbelps, 
Fkkens,  Ftatt^  HItey,  Bencher,  Bhett,  RItsb^  John 


Robertson,  Ramsey,  Sawyer,  Angastine  H.  Sieppenl, 
Cbaries  Oiepard,  Sfilelds,  Snyder,  Sontbgate,  ^Muoer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Tallafetfo,  Tkylor^lluHnas, 
Ifiompson,  Titos,  Toocey,  Towns,  Tnmey,  WweDer, 
Webster,  John  White,  Whlttteaey,  Sierrod  WimamsL 
Jared  W.  WiUiams,  0.  H.  WUlUms,  and  Tell— 126. 

Nats. — Meesn.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Jtdui  W.  Allen,  Aycrias,  Bdl,  Bond,  Borden,  Booktin, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  Wifllam  B.  Calhoon,  Childs,  Clark, 
Coffin,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Gushing, 
Dariington,  Davee,  Daries,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edward^ 
Erans,  Everett,  Ewlng,  Kchard  Fletcher  bsae 
Fletdier,  FlUmore,  Foster,  GSddings,  Goode,  WiUism 
Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Gmmell,  Haley,  Hall,  Hidsted, 
n^per,  HastbcB,  Henry,  WilUsm  Herod,  Bsmnel  hug- 
ham,  Linoob,  Marvin,  SamaiHi  Mason,  Maxwell,  Mo- 
Eennan,  Milllgan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Kaylor, 
Noyee,  Parmenter,  Feck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Bidgway,  Edwud,  Robhuon,  Rns- 
selL  Baltonstall,  Sermant,  Sieffer,  Sl«de,  Stratton, 
Tillingbast,  Toland,  Albert  S.  White,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
lianiB,  Word,  and  Yoi^e— 7S. 

[When  Mr.  Wihb's  name  was  called,  that  gen- 
tleman  rose  and  said  that,  as  that  proportion 
admita  the  ri^t  <^  petition  on  tlus  snbjeot,  he 
dionld  reftise  to  vote  npon  it.] 

The  reaolaticma  bdng  all  severally  adopted, 

The  Hoose  a^onmed. 


IN  BEZTATB. 

ToDBSDAX  Deoemb^  18. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  the  credentiala  of  the 
Hod.  TtaoHAB  u.  "WtuiAin,  appointed  by  the 
Govanior  ot  Ihe  State  of  Miansnp^  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  fill  I3ie  'noanqy  occasioned 
by  the  redgnation  of  the  H<».  Jaus  Tbotrb. 

Mr.  WniiAiia  aj^wared,  was  qoaUfled,  and 
tookhlasesb 

IburA  Xrutalnmt  Htporit. 
Mr.  WntoHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Sl- 
nance,  to  which  waa  referred  the  annual  re- 

Sort  of  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasory  on  the 
oanoes,  reported  a  bill  further  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  d^KWits  with  the 
States^  ander  the  aot  of  Jnne,  16S6 ;  wUeh . 
was  read. 

Mr.  Out.  of  ^ntnofcy,  said  that  be  shoold 
like  really  to  see,  if  this  nutahnoit  was  again 
to  be  poetpooed,  so  contrary  to  what  they  all 
expected  at  the  last  seesitm,  that  it  waa  not 
postponed  indefinitely.  He  had  hoped  that 
there  woold,  at  least,  have  been  seme  prolongs* 
tion  of  the  promise  to  the  States,  that  they 
might  look  forward  to  some  time  when  tiiey 
might  reasonably  hope  to  receive  this  money, 
which  they  all  expected,  and  which  many  of 
them  had  made  arrangements  to  appropriate  to 
usefkil  and  important  purposes.  He  shoald  like 
to  know  if  one  year's  farther  pos<pon«nMiC 
would  not  be  sufficient;  and  witboot  saying 
whether  he  should  vote  far  the  bill  In  any 
event,  he  hoped  tiiat  it  wonld  be  so  amended 
as  to  postpone  the  payment  to  some  day  cer- 
say  the  1st  of  January,  IMOi  instead  of 
betng  postpcned,  aa  prortded  fiv  lj  the  UH, 
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DDtU  the  fbrthor  pleasure  of  CongresB  wu  ex- 
preMed  on  the  subject 

Mr.  0.  tfaea  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
making  the  poatponement  tQI  the  1st  of  Jaun- 
MT,  1840. 

Mr.  OALBomr  uid  b«  dionld  vote  far  tlie 
poftponement  moved  hj  the  Benatw  from  K«i- 
tne^,  thoafi^  he  had  not  the  idlghteat  antidpa- 
tion  tiiat  uere  would  be  any  sarplns  in  the 
Treasury,  either  in  this  or  ia  the  coming  year. 
The  qoeetion  would  then  natorally  occur,  why 
be  gave  eooh  a  vote.  The  answer  was,  in  the 
flrst  place,  that  it  coald  do  no  harm,  and  in  the 
neit  place  it  woold  have  tlie  effect  to  check 
this  qonse  in  its  expenditures.  If  the  expen- 
ditures had  not  been  so  profuse  last  year,  tnere 
might  then  have  been  a  payment  of  this  instal- 
ment But  this  and  the  otner  House  took  dif- 
ferent views  fhim  what  he  did,  and  their  ex- 

Eenditares  were  more  profuse  than  they  ever 
ad  been  since  be  was  connected  wiui  the 
Government  He  had  hoped  at  the  last  aeMlon 
tiut  tlie  poit|Kaement  of  this  instalment  would 
liftve  haa  some  efl^  to  check  tb^  extravagant 
expenditures,  but  though  be  waa  disappointed, 
be  would  again  vote  for  the  postponement  with 
the  same  views.  He  would,  nowever,  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  never  wonld  consent 
to  vote  a  dollar  for  this  instalment,  which  he 
never  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  debt,  while 
they  had  to  borrow  money.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  entirely  mistaken  in  n^rding 
the  deposit  act  in  the  light  of  a  promise  to  the 
States.  There  was  no  jdedge,  no  obligation 
whatever;  the  act  was  one  of  expediency 
merely,  and  it  had  fulfilled  its  ol^eet  He  re- 
peated again  that  be  would  never  consent  to 
^ve  bis  vote  to  borrow  moaej  to  pay  that  tn- 
stalment 

Mr.  Nnu  add  be  £d  not  purpose  to  enter 
into  an  extended  ^scnssicm  of  this  snttject,  bat 
assertions  had  been  made,  and  principles  ad- 
vanced which  were  of  an  imt>ortance  not  to  be 
overiooked.  It  is  now,  sir,  iot  the  first  time. 
jHToposed  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  parpoae  of 
a  aistrihution  amons  the  States : — to  raise 
money  from  the  people  in  their  individual  ca- 
pacity, to  be  distributed  among  the  States  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  to  enure  to  tiie  b^e- 
flt  of  obartwed  monopolies.  He  (Mr.  N.)  knew 
this  was  not  intmded,  nor  thoaght  ot  when  the 
deposit  bill  was  paued  by  the  Senate.  The 
oneet  waa  to  get  rid  of  an  enonnons  surplus 
which  had  aoonmulated,  and  was  distributed 
among  ninety  bonks,  expanding  oar  already 
overgrown  paper  system,  corrupting  the  l^;i8- 
lation  of  Congress,  and  Mnbarrasting  to  public 
and  private  f^rs.  On  this  ground  be  voted 
for  that  bill,  as  did  a  m^ority  of  those  who 
voted  with  him.  But  he  contended  that  the 
object  for  which  the  bill  bad  been  passed  was 
aocompliahed ;  the  sorplos  bad  been  deporated. 
Be  asked  if  it  was  pretended  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  that  there  is  a  snrplus  in  the 
Treasury  now,  or  would  there  be  a  surplos  at 
the  period  prapoaed  in  the  •"«rM*'nr'*i  Did 


[iSxH  Cos  a. 

not  the  gentleman  know  that  by  tbe  opera:!'*:  , 
of  his  own  law,  (the  compromise  act,)  the  I  I 
nial  reduction  of  the  doties  on  im[x>rt.s  -^vill 
occur  during  the  coming  year,  tlius  Icsseaii  z. 
by  that  amouut  the  fiMal  resources  of  lU 
Ooremment  ?   Uuder  these  circnmstances.  x-- 
hcAA  out  the  hope,  as  would  be  Aaae  by 
pn^oaed  amendment,  that  the  fourth  in>u^ 
ment  would  be  paid  in  Januarx,  1840,  vLes 
there  would  i>e  no  surplus  in  the  Treasurr. 
would  be  to  sanction  the  idea  that  tbe  mmicr 
wonld  be  raised  by  taxation.   This  is  tlie  esMh 
tial  qaestioD,  and  the  only  qaef^ion  before  tbt 
Senate.   Bat  it  is  sud  that  the  GoTenune::: 
should  redeem  its  pledge ;  that  tbe  good  fiihi 
of  tbe  Government  is  pledged  for  the  paracfli 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit.    Sir,  if  i. 
is  a  debt  due  by  the  Government  to  tbe  Sui-a. 
it  should  be  discharged.   But,  instead  erf"  hani^ 
any  Just  claim  for  this  money,  tbe  States  it 
under  oUigations  to  Congress  for  not  redaimii^ 
the  three  uutalmaitB  already  deposited.  If  'a 
was  not  finr  tbe  fnterpodtion  <^  Oongresa,  aooi 
fidtb  would  have  required  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  to  recall  the  m<mey  deposited  vich 
the  States,  for  the  necessitiea  of  the  Gonrs- 
ment ;  such  were  the  spirit  and  roqui^tions  of 
the  act   He,  and  the  friends  who  were  iHti 
him,  had  supported  the  bill  In  good  faith  as  a 
deport  act,  not  a  distribution  among  the  SUita. 
It  was  to  be  a  deposit  of  a  surplas.  Tbie 
been  acoomplisbed,  and  the  bill  had  fulfilled  '.i- 
ftmctions.   If  it  was  intended  as  any  more  lii:. 
a.  deposit  act — for  a  distribution  of  mw^ 
among  the  States — then  was  our  l^^datitx,  ■ 
fraud  UMm  tbe  country. 

Mr.  Bmmnr  remwked  that  the  natnral  pnv 
gress  of  this  thing  bad  been  ^stizu^lj  pcinipl 
out  by  turn  when  be  had  tbe  b<Hmr,  In  cooticr 
tion  with  half  a  dozen  other  gentlemen,  to 
oppose  the  deposit  act.  He  knew  that  it  vis 
a  distribution  among  the  States.  Be  knev 
that  it  was  the  otHnmenoement  of  a  system  of 
levying  money  from  the  people,  for  tiiose  vt^ 
would  get  it  out  of  tbe  hands  of  tbe  peop^ 
He  treated  this  act  then  as  a  distribation,  sdc 
scouted  the  idea  of  its  bein^  a  depomt  He 
knew  there  was  no  surplus  m  the  Treaxij. 
and  sud  so,  and  that,  in  a  few  years,  we  diooU 
be  left  without  money.  He  stated  these  £ku 
on  this  floor,  In  such  sbong  language,  tiutf  i 
member  came  to  bim,  and  be«ed  bun  not  to 
puUiah  his  ronarka.  He  stated  then  that  the 
eS^  of  this  act  wmild  be,  ^tber  to  break  the 
deposit  banks  or  to  compel  them  to  crash  their 
debtors.  £very  thing  he  then  and  bad  be«i 
verified  to  the  letter.  "Wo  have  seen,  Mr. 
B.,  a  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  banks 
of  New  York,  men  of  the  highest  intelligent, 
and  well  versed  in  finandal  affaire,  placing  at 
the  head  of  tiie  reasons  which  compelled  then 
to  Bospend  specie  payments,  the  effect  of  Om 
distribution  act  He  (Ur.  B.)  knew  then  as 
well  as  now,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  this  act 
wmild  be  eiuer  to  compel  these  dqxmt  bai^ 
to  choose  between  atoppbig  diemadTes,  or 
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smshing  those  indebted  to  them.  He  knew 
hen  ttut  In  the  short  space  of  two  years  we 
boald  be  withoat  money,  and  it  was  now  seen 
liat  he  was  right ;  for  instead  of  calling  back 
Vom  the  States  any  of  the  mon«y_  already  dis- 
libnted  to  them,  aa  provided  for  ii»  the  many 
saatioas  words  inserted  in  the  aot  to  make  it 
ippear  Vke  a  deposit,  the  Govemment  was 
iriven  to  the  expedient  of  raising  money  by  a 
breed  loan,  for  Treasary  notes  were  no.thing 
3at  a  foTcra  loan  l^om  those  to  whom  they 
were  paid.  Instead  calling  on  .the  States 
'or  a  retom  of  a  part  of  this  money  deported 
ivith  them,  this  body  was  now  repnmched  with 
I  breach  of  f^th  to  the  States  for  not  going  on 
x>  deposit  the  remainder,  which  was  also  claim- 
id  a  debt.  That  which  in  the  first  instance 
iraa  declwed  to  be  a  d^iorit  mly,  sod  treated 
m  that  floor  as  a  deposit,  ma  now  In  the  same 
>laoB  declared  to  be  a  debt,  and  tiie  Federal 
Government  was  taunted  with  a  Iveaoh  cS 
'aith  for  not  paying  K  Kow,  what  was  the 
tfifeot  of  the  motion  under  consideration }  It 
iras  a  direct  proposition,  to  be  carried  on  here- 
ifter,  of  raising  money  by  indirection  for  the 
;>nrpoae  of  distribution.  It  was  a  case  in  which 
ihe  powerful  and  strong  would  be  arrayed 
against  the  weak.  It  was  a  direct  proposition 
to  commit  this  Oovemment  to  tibe  system  of 
depositing  money  yrith  the  States.  The  effect 
would  be,  that  all  that  party  who  are  in  fovor 
of  raising  money  of  the  whole  to  divide  among 
the  few;  wotdd  throw  erery  vote  to  diminish 
jast  and  necessary  {4>propriations,  and  to  kew 
lip  the  taxes.  The  price  of  the  pnblio  laam 
wonld  be  kept  up :  and  ij  the  time  the  tariff 
act  shall  have  worked  ont  its  object  in  Janoary, 
1840;  there  wonid  be  enough  intwested  to  band 
toother  for  the  purpose  of  raiidng  from  the 
Asiatic  section  of  the  Union,  the  cotton  grow- 
ing States,  a  pnfScient  snm  for  distribatioo. 
Your  cotton  aroTp,  s^d  Mr.  B.,  amounting  to 
some 'hundred  miUions,  will  hold  ont  strong 
temptations  to  the  friends  of  this  ^stem  of  dis- 
tribntion.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  voted  here  fbr 
the  last  ten  years  against  this  system  of  collect- 
ing money  for  dlstiftntion.  He  opposed  it 
when  it  was  proposed  by  a  Senator  fhmi  New 
Jersey,  QSt,  Diokebsov,)  for  t^e  pnrpose  of 
keeping  np  the  tariff.  He  opposed  It  with  the 
same  zeal  when  a  sabseqnent  proporation  was 
Bade  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pnblio  lands,  and  again  when  it  retamed  in  the 
insidious  shape  of  a  deposit  act.  In  tQl  this  he 
found  himself  snstained  by  the  yooi^  State  of 
Hissonri ;  for,  yomig  as  she  was,  and  destitnto 
of  resources,  she  dmpised  the  whole  policy  of 
distribution.  Both  branches  of  her  L^slature 
adopted  a  resolation  condemning  the  whole 
thing,  and  instructing  her  Senators  and  Bepre- 
sentatives  to  oppose  it  forever.  In  obedience 
then  to  her  inatmctions,  as  well  as  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dictates  of  his  own  Judgment,  he 
solemnly  protested  against  the  ocKoos  principle. 
It  was  two  hundred  years  sinoe  the  Ltnd  Ohan- 
oellor  Borifil^  put  into  the  mouth  of  QoBen 


[PBdw^  1688. 

Elizalwth  the  hoble  sentiment,  that  the  best 
treasury  of  a  Oovemment  was  the  pockets  of 
the  peo[de.  Una  aenlament  was,  even  at  that 
time,  received  with  raptore  by  a  British  Farlia- 
mont ;  but  it  was  stiJI  older  than  the  time  of 
Oiiancellor  Burleigh,  for  it  ^ras  tiu^  prinoe  <^ 
orators  and  statennen  in  the  Republic  of 
Athoia,  (Demosthenes,)  when  a  vile  scheme 
was  proposed  to  raise  money  for  a  similar  ob- 
ject, who  iodignantiy  trampled  the  whole  nn- 
der  foot,  and  then  uttered  the  memorable  senti- 
ment that  has  since  been  so  often  quoted.  The 
author  sud,  *'NoI  Leave  this  money  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people.  When  the  country 
needs  it  for  her  d^eoce,  caU  for  it,  and  the 
people  will  cheerfttlly  give  it."  These,  said 
Mr.  B.,  are  my  senttments.  A  proportion  was 
made,  the  eflfeot  oi  which  was  to  oMumit  the 
Senate  to  this  system  <rf  distribotitm ;  and  it 
has  been  s^d  on  that  floor  that  no  harm  ocmld 
msae  from  it  It  was  like  the  old  w^oman^s 
medidne  of  milk  and  water :  if  it  did  no  good, 
it  could  do  no  harm.  Sach  language  did  not 
belong  to  state^CD,  nor  to  the  elevated  thea- 
tre of  an  American  Senate.  The  whole  propo- 
sition was  wrong,  to  hold  ont  to  the  American 
people  a  scheme  for  fbture  distribution,  which, 
it  was  evident,  could  not  be  carried  into  effect, 
without  resorting  to  taxation.  What  prospect 
was  there,  he  would  ask,  of  its  being  realized  ? 
Look  at  the  report  of  the  Secretuy  ^  the. 
:  Treasary,  and  it  would  be  found  that  so  far 
from  there  bdng  any  snrploa  to  divide,  the 
reverse  was  the  case ;  that  there  was  a  falttng 
off  of  the  revenue  derived  firom  the  land  aalee^ 
and  a  foiling  off  of  that  d«i^  from  the  tariff; 
and  the  prospect  was  that  by  the  year  1840, 
there  would  be  a  stall  greater  diminution.  At 
tiiis  very  time  we  were  hardly  able  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  thsr  Glovemment, 
though  we  had  been  forced  to  the  nusing  of 
money  by  extraordinary  means,  such  as  selling 
bond^  and  issuing  Treasury  notes  which  were 
nothing  more  than  forced  loans,  yet  we  had 
been  called  on  f6r  this  fourth  instelment^  and 
charged  with  breach  of  fidth  for  not  making  it. 
Are  we,  sud  Mr.  B.,  under  such  ciromnstaooes, 
(to  say  nothiDg  of  the  prindple  of  ndsing 
money  for  distribation,)  are  we  to  exdte  ex- 
pectations in  the  States,  that  this  Government 
IS  to  raise  eight  or  nine  millions  by  taxation,  to 
be  divided  among  themt  The  effect  of  the 
vote  taken  on  this  proposition,  if  unhappily  it 
should  be  carried,  would  be  to  make  such  States 
aa  were  willing  to  accept  this  money,  to  lopk 
upon  it  as  a  pledge  that  this  nine  mUliona  was 
tamed  over  to  them :  and  being  so,  it  would 
become  the  bounden  duty  of  this  Government 
to  provide  the  surplus,  by  arresting  necessary 
^propriations,  by  raising  new  taxes,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  by  a  resort  to  the 
old  twiff ;  and  when  this  much  was  done,  then 
all  was  done  that  was  wanted.  The  example 
woold  be  set  which  would  be  foUowed  tm,  of 
raidng  money  from  the  weaker  portions  m  the 
Uni(m  to  diTOe  among  the  strcmgar  and  won 
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IK^nlotu  pwrti  of  It.  Onr  rerenneB  were  d»- 
rired  prlnoipally  from  the  weaker  parts  of  the 
ITnioD — from  ootton,  which,  behig  carried  to 
SnrMte,  the  proceeds  are  hrooght  back  In  mov 
ohanolM  which  pajs  datiei.  The  agricnhare 
of  the  ITeit  also  ouitribates  Its  shu«  in  the 
same  wi^.  Then,  said  ID-.  B.,  adopt  this  pnm- 
odtioih-Amh- estaUlBh  the  priDcipIe— ana  the 
Sonth  and  west  most  prepare  tAemselTes  In 
ftitare  for  a  iMaTy  oonrse  of  taxation,  ontil  the 
fidsity  and  enormitr  of  the  irstetn  shall  emto- 
aUf  prostrate  it.  Mr.  B.  sud  he  was  opposed 
to  a  postponement  to  the  next  or  to  the 
year  after  that  He  was  f6r  a  pos^nement  not 
onlj  Indefinitely,  Imt  in  the  strangeet  and 
(dearest  language  that  oonld  be  used.  He  was 
for  an  et«rnal,  perpetual,  and  everlasting  post- 
ponement. 

ICr.  Fnsnnr  oononrred  with  the  Senator 
from  Hlssonri,  In  the  imprq>riety  of  hddioB 
oat  the  idea  taat  this  instalment  wonld  be  paid 
in  1840.  He  did  hot  thtnk  it  proper  that  the 
Senate  ihonld  take  snoh  a  course  as  would  hold 
out  a  ftllaoious  hop^to  deoeive  the  States  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  Id  aooord- 
ance  with  these  sentiments,  he  thought  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  repeal  at  once  the 
ilrst  section  of  the  depodt  aot,  and  if  any  Sen- 
ator woold  make  sach  a  motion  he  would  sap- 
port  It  He  oononrred  in  the  sentiment,  that 
the  raising  of  money  for  distribution  was  un- 
eonstitntional,  and  admitted  that  he  was  mis- 
taken in  the  operations  of  the  depodt  aot 
There  was  a  neoessUy  for  the  paaaue  v/t  th» 
law,  from  the  fri^tfid  surplus  we  had  aocuma- 
lated.  But,  sir,  our  part  tA  th^  law  haa  beat 
completed ;  the  anrploa  has  been  distributed, 
and  the  Treasni7  is  oompelled  to  an  unoMisti- 
tutioual  issue  of  Treasniy  notes  to  sustain  itself. 
We  haTe  appealed  to  the  Tigilance  <tf  the  State*, 
and  how  have  they  responded  I  Instead  w 
Tigilance  and  economy,  uie  States  have  gone 
on  in  schemes  of  unparalleled  extrsTaganee. 
Vhy  q>peal  longer  to  the  vigiianoe  of  the  States 
to  control  us  in  oar  expenditures  f  He  thoog^t 
if  he  had  known  that,  instead  reclaiming  the 
money  deposited  with  the  States,  when  the 
Trearary  was  exhausted,  the  Secretan-  would 
haTo  borrowed  money  br  a  ficffced  vsot.  he 
would  have  opposed,  with  the  Senator  from 
lOflMmri,  the  passage  of  this  law.  He  thought 
Aat  it  had  been  miscddevous  in  lis  operations 
tn  some  respects,  and  aocelerated  uie  fiscal 
6alamlHes  under  which  we  have  so  lately  sof- 
fered.  Bat  it  was  not  the  aole  canse.  There 
was  an  aatagonbt  system  for  gating  rid  of  the 
•arplua  by  enormous  appropriations  for  extrav- 
agaiit  and  useless  objects ;  and  though  our 
system  prevailed,  we  increased  oar  expendi- 
tares,  even  after  oar  surplus  was  deposited 
with  the  Stat^  We  had  bounded  r^>idly 
firom  a  surplus  of  sixty  millions  and  an  appro- 
priation of  forty  millions,  to  an  insolvent 
Tnasnry.  Bat  the  deposit  aot  had  filled  In 
the  great  object  prmosed  by  its  oiactment, 
aiid,liKTtaigfiiil«d,ls  It  eomet  to  oontiiineit 


apon  the  statute  book?  b  thero  amy  pnAa- 
bllity  of  BBT  portion  of  the  money  bc^g  here- 
after redraned  from  the  Statea:  wl^  tlMa 
eontinneit?  He  had  aoled  in  good  lidHt  wha 
Totlog  for  that  hUl :  he  had  rated  Ibr  it  as  a 
deposit  aot;  a  deposit  wUA  would  be  eaEed 
for,  and  ought  to  be  oalled'forwheB  noeded  fur 
thee^gendeeoftheOovemmeat,  Bowaade- 
orived.  He  oommrred  witii  tho  Senator  froa 
HisBoari,  that  the  act  had  a  ■gw^wtiwg  tovaris 
raising  a  revenue  for  dittribotion,  ana  ost  ttit 
groona  was  for  obliterating  it 

Vr.  Taixmams  tald  he  shoold  TOto  frir 
amendment,  as  he  was  about  to  riae  to  offer  s 
timilar  one,  when  he  was  aidaoipatod  by  Ui 
friend  frfMn  Kentucky.  His  oUeot  hsviM 
been  aooomplished,  he  designed  to  ait  aCffl  ni 
give  a  adleot  vote  on  the  qoestion  ;  but  acaH 
gentlemen  had  seen  fit  to  go  into  tfa*  iinrito«f 
tiied^KMtt  aetwhidk  they  pleaaed  totems 
distribation  bilJ.  He  had  aaid  on  a  JbcoNr 
ooeadon,  that  wheDerer  MnUomcn  tiioa^ 
pn^er  to  disooas  the  merits  of  that  1^  bs 
woold  not  sit  still  a  silent  Uatener.    He  tesk 
aa  active  part  In  the  passage  of  that  aet,  be- 
Uerlng  that  he  was  ri|pt  then,  and  h«  bdieved 
so  now.   Gentlemen  talked  of  a  deeeptioR 
when  that  bill  was  passed.  Sir,  (said  Hr. 
then  was  no  deception  and  no  nnsooaocnlMa. 
The  matter  was  pmeotiy  understood,  and  ^ 
body  pat  the  bill  in  a  sha^  to  obTlato  all 
oulties.  The  bill  as  it  was  originally  inteodmd 
was  iwt  a  distribation  act,  hot  one  for  a  mee 
deposit  with  the  States.  But  Mntlcsnw  mj 
that  the  eflbet  of  it  wn  a  distributkw.  Why. 
General  Jackson  himself  reeommended  aa  ab> 
solute  distribution  three  times  overt  Tvke 
in  his  annual  Uessagea,  and  again  in  his  v«eo 
Message  on  the  lend  bill ;  and  when  be  heari 
tliat  objeotioDS  had  been  raised  in  Ooogress  » 
to  the  unoonstitutiooahty  of  the  moaame,  bi 
reoommwded  that  the  oukstitotiim  shoold  bs 
so  amended  as  to  remove  any  doubt*  on  da 
sul^Ject.  At  tiiat  time  no  obieotimie  wero  heard 
from  lus  friends ;  no,  rir,  it  was  their  pai^ 
doctrine ;  but  when  the  time  arrived  tiiat  n 
had  a  surplus  revenne  fiir  beyond  what  hsd 
been  anticipated,  and  the  proposition  was 
made,  not  for  an  absdote  distribntkn,  but  for 
a  depotit  with  the  States^  tite  iriiola  mttar 
was  ohaamd-^e  ftvindeBt  ohanged  hia  vaak-. 
ions,  andhisfrieiidsdbaiigodthtin.   Tliat  billf 
however,  passed  the  SeoiUe,  with  only  nx 
sentiuff  vdoes.   How  was  %  Mr.  T.  awed,  that 
tt  had  oeen  received  with  so  much  disaatisbe- 
tion  in  different  parts  of  ttwoonntiTt  Itwaa 
beoanse  it  had  ofibnded  a  party.   The  oiBasl 
oi^an  here  denounced  it,  and  d«)ouDoed  every 
man  who  voted  for  it-4bou^  every  memba 
<tf  tliat  body  but  six  voted  for  it,  and  it  was  the 
very  measure  previoudy  reotmun^ded  by  the 
President.   Now,  how  did  that  biU  p«r 
When  genUemen  talked  about  ^ving  moaey  to 
the  States,  let  us  look  and  see  how  It  wk. 
Sb,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  we  adapted  an  amendme:-r,  by 
wmoh  this  money  was  kept  within  the  control 
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>f  OongreM.   It  was  provided  that  it  ■hoold 
>o  dirtributed  amoug  toe  States  la  the  ratio  of 
iludr  reproseatation,  who  shoald  ^ve  their  oer- 
iafioates  for  the  anMimts  reo^ved  by  them,  and 
tbat  whenever  it  iboald  be  wanted  for  the 
purpoaes  of  the  Government,  the  Secretary  c£ 
bhe  TreanuT  ihonld  sell  the  oertifloatee  in  the 
market,  whioh  ahonld,  from  the  time  of  sale, 
bear  aa  intwest  of  five  per  eent.  That  amend- 
ment plmced  the  ramey  entirely  onder  the  con- 
trol of  the  Oovenunent ;  it  was  idaoed  in  the 
lumds  of  the  States,  who  ooold  use  it  fbr  vain- 
able  objects,  without  intwest,  ontil  the  Govern- 
ment wanted  it   The  State  of  New  Toi^  fbr 
instance,  invested  her  qaota  in  her  echool 
fund,  whioh  was  laying  a  firmer  foundation  for 
na^nal  defianoe  than  if  it  had  been  expended 
in  brick  and  mortar  in  a  new  system  of  fortifi- 
cations, as  the  gentleman  from  HisBonri  wanted 
to  expend  it ;  and  if  this  system  of  fortifications 
bad  been  carried  ont,  it  mast  in  the  end  have 
bankrapted  the  Treasury,  for  these  fortifications 
would  either  have  gone  into  dili^iidation,  or 
tbey  must  have  appzopriated  millions  annually 
to  keep  them  up.  Had  the  depoilt  aet  passed 
Ixvth  Hones  as  it  passed  h«e,  there  never 
would  bare  been  a  necea^  to  call  oa  the 
States  for  this  money,  or  to  issoe  Tnaaury 
DOtea.   The  Secretary  of  the  Tressnry  would 
bave  had  the  power  to  seU  tiiese  oertificatea  in 
the  market,  which  would  have  been  a  good 
finanoial  (^>eration,  and  the  Dioney  could  have 
been  obtained  for  the  wants  of  the  Government 
withoat  putting  the  States  to  the  slightest  in- 
convenience.  The  bill,  however,  was  amended 
in  the  other  House  on  the  suj^iestion  of  the 
President,  and  by  that  amendment  this  invaln- 
able  feature  was  stricken  out,  and  ia  lieu  of  it, 
it  was  provided  that  the  Secretary  might  draw 
on  the  States  for  imall  instalments,  by  ^ving  a 
abort  previons  notice.  "Why,  then,  did  not  tha 
Seortiary  draw  for  this  moii«y  ia  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  aott  Perhaps  he 
thought  the  notice  was  too  long,  and  the  instal- 
ments too  small,  and  perlups  he  did  not  oare 
to  incur  tite  responsibility  of  tills  mode  of 
proceeding.   Wiw  tlus  view  of  the  case,  was 
It  right  for  gentlemen  to  complain  of  this  act 
as  a  distribution  t   Why,  there  was  no  sodi 
prlndple  advocated  or  adopted  here.  The 
principle  contended  for  was  a  deposit  with  the 
States,  where  the  Government  oonld  command 
it  when  wanted.   Had  the  measure  been  car- 
ried out  as  advpoated  and  adopted  in  the  Sen- 
ate^  we  should  have  had  no  dimcnltiea,  lud  the 
States  wonld  not  have  been  embarrassed  by  a 
oall  fbr  money  whioh  they  had  laid  ont  in  uae- 
ftd  o^eots.  Gentlemen  ssid  tihat  the  Qovem- 
ment  was  about  to  be  committed  to  the  system 
of  ^itrtbation  by  the  adoption  of  this  motion. 
This  was  not  so.   The  Government  woold  be 
no  more  committed  tlun  it  was  on  a  former 
oocaaon,  when  the  same  postponement  of  the' 
fourth  instalment  was  made  in  the  terms  now 
proposed.  There  would  be  no  oranmittal  at  all; 
and  hewai  for  having  the  poalponAneat  placed 
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in  the  situation  which  this  amendment  contem- 
plated, 80  that  it  should  require  the'  action  of 
Congress  to  postpone  it  again;  and,  if  there 
should  be  a  surplus,  it  would  not  be  in  the 
power  of  one  House,  or  of  the  veto  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive topreveut  its  being  paid  over  to  the 
States.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  committing 
the  Government,  they  were  committed  already. 
They  say  (ocmtinued  Ur.  T.)  that  we  are  t6 
havenomore  surpluses.  That  might  so ;  but 
in  Bonw  of  the  elections  lately  held  in  his  State, 
he  heard  it  argned  that  in  case  we  had  another 
Borplna  we  ought  to  have  a  Bob-Treasory,  In 
order  that  the  banks  might  not  get  it  to  expand 
their  issues  on.  He,  for  one,  would  not  oonaeot 
to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  pay 
this  foarth  instalment,  if  both  Houses  thought 
it  right  to  do  so ;  nor  would  he  agree  to  put  it 
in  the  powe^  of  the  Executive  veto  to  prevent 
the  States  from  receiving  this  money. 

]IIr.  BivEs  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  Bud  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  show 
that  the  proposition  before  the  Senate  was  very 
different  from  the  depout  act;  he  could  not  see 
the  diflierenoe.  He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
course  the  Senator  firom  masouri,  (lb*.  Bur- 
xov,)  and  tiie  Senator  from  Hew  York,  (Mr. 
Wboht,)  had  taken  on  this  question;  they  had 
opposed  it  from  the  first,  and  were  consistent 
on  this  pcnnt.  But  for  his  own  part,  whatever 
might  be  the  coarse  of  others  who  had  support* 
ed  the  bill,  be  would  never  do  any  thing  that 
would  look  like  a  condemnation — an  as  pott 
facto  condemnation — of  that  act  of  high  lef^ 
lation.  He  thought  that  there  never  h^  an  act 
of  more  beneficial  iufiueoce  emanated  from 
Congreeaional  legislation.  He  was  not  prepar- 
ed to  say  that  the  fourth  instalment  would  not 
be  pud.  He  thought  tiiere  was  a  greater  prot>- 
AlSatjci  ita  bring  paid  than  at  the  last  sesston, 
whtti  a  measure  similar  to  the  one  proposed 
was  adopted  by  Congress.  In  T(^Dg  for  it,  he 
did  not  consider  that  we  were  pledged  to  p^y 
the  instalment  at  the  time  specified  in  the 
amendment:  his  idea  was  that  it  should  be 

Stid  whenever  the  Government  was  in  funds, 
e  thought  that  so  long  as  this  idea  of  a  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  deposit— for  it 
was  strictly  a  depodt — was  held  up,  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  not  require  extravagant  appro- 
priations, because  they  will  not  flimish  means 
to  eulai|^  Executive  power,  or  promote  Ex- 
ecutive views.  He  smd  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  hb  late  report  on  the  fijoaoces^ 
had  been  reading  a  leQtnra  to  Congress  on 
bringing  the  revenne  down  to  the  wants  the 
GoTemmrat ;  but  the  reaponslbility  of  extrav- 
agant expenditures  must  be  shared  by  the  Ex- 
eontive  with  Congress;  He  deemed  it  a  con- 
sideration of  pubtio  morality  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  deposit  rather  than  oUiterate 
the  law  from  the  statute  book. 

Ur.  BnowN  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion, already  so  amply  debated,  whether  tiie 
payment  oS  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States, 
under  the  depodt  aot  of  1686,  should  be  post- 
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poned,  as  proposed  by  tlie  bill  reported  bj  the 
cthairman  of  tiie  Committee  on  finance,  or 
whether  the  amendment  offered  to  it  shonld  be 
adopted.  One  or  two  other  questions  of  great 
importanoe,  connected  with  onr  financial  amiira, 
had  been  toiuhed  on,  and  it  was  his  purpose  to 
ajA  few  words  in  reference  to  them. 

Be  woold  take  leare  to  correct  a  Tery  gross 
error  which  had  been  fallen  into  by  two  or 
three  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate^  in 
which  the  advocacy  of  the  piinci^le  of  di^- 
bntion  among  the  several  States  had  been  at- 
bibnted  to  President  Jackson  in  some  of  his 
early  messages  to  Congress.  Sq  far  from  hav- 
ing sanctioi^  it,  he  had  expr^sly  questioned 
the  constltulion&l  power  of  the  Gk>vemment  to 
raise  money  for  any  euoh  object  Be  recom- 
mended it  under  two  contingencies:  first,  if 
there  sboold  happen  to  be  an  unavoidable  ac- 
onmulatioQ  of  surplus  money  in  the  Treasnry, 
as  one  of  the  means  gating  rid  of  it;  second- 
ly, if  an  Imendment  to  the  constitnti<Hi  sliould 
be  first  prooored  ait&orlzing  it.  Nor  was  it 
leoommended,  sabject  even  to  these  two  con- 
tingencies alone,  without,  at  -.that  time,  there 
should  be  a  £aitnre  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
bring  down  the  revenue  to  a  proper  standard 
of  expenditure,  which  was  strongly  enjoined  by 
him  in  several  of  his  annnal  messages,  and,  as 
he  should  presently  show,  made  one  of  the 
leading  meaanres  of  his  administration. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr,  Cl&t)  had, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarlcs,  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  economy  allied  to  have  been  practised  in 
tilie  administrataon  of  Hr.  Adams,  and  which 
he  endeavored  to  oontrast  to  the  disadTOitage 
of  his  Bucoesscffs.  It  would  be  reoolleoted  that 
the  tariff  act  of  1828,  one  of  the  most  outra- 
geous acts  of  oppression  ever  practised  on  a  free 
people,  and  which  extorted  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  the  nuam  of  extravagance,  and 
consequently  created  an  uncontrollable  neeatity 
to  get  rid  of  them  in  some  way,  was  one  of  the 
fruits  of  that  most  just  and  economical  Admin- 
istration. It  will  be  recollected,  also,  that  the 
magi^flcent  and  unconstitutional  schemes  for 
using  these  means,  ay,  and  which,  to  have 
effected  them,  would  have  required  millions 
more  of  tazes,  were,  for  the  first  time  in  this 
eonntt7,  hatohed  nnder  that  Administration. 
The  basis  of  a  mighty  system  of  internal  im- 
provement was  lud  by  it,  by  innumerable  sur* 
Toys  for  railroads  and  canals,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  innumerable  plans,  "Vho^  there- 
fare,  in  all  truth  and  justice,  is  responsible  for 
the  extravagant  direction,  thus  forced  on  this 
Government}  Undoubtedly  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Adams,  by  whose  act,  and  by  whose 
sanction,  this  enormous  amoant  of  money  was 
raised,  which  the  Government  was  compelled 
to  get  rid  of  In  some  way.  Is  it  now  to  be  sud 
that  the  political  party  who  mainly  contributed 
to  that  disastrous  statQ  of  thingaf  and  whose 
efforts  to  run  the  Government  expenditures  up 
to  thdr  hij^wat  point,  and  whose  progress  tow- 


ards that  favorite  resnlt  in  their  policy,  vts 
powerfully  restrained  by  the  oonstitntional  neg- 
ative of  the  4ato  I^^dent,  are  the  econmiieal 
party?"  This  cannot  be  done  nntil  the  voice oi' 
truth  is  silenced,  and  fJie  public  documents  tbr- 
gotten.  At  the  seadMi  of  Oongran  in  mi, 
uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasilzy,  in  his  snnosl  re- 
port on  the  finances,  carrfing  out  the  prinei|de 
assumed  by  President  JaokstHi,  tliat  HiereTeiiK 
of  the  Government  shonld  be  brought  down  to 
a  proper  standwd  of  expenditore,  tmeie  preseit- 
in^  a  variety  of  views  in  Bupport  of  that  pn^ 
osition,  comes  to  the  conclaeion  that  "  aa  an- 
nnal revenue  of  fifteen  nullions  will  be  My 


By  this  measure,  propotad  as  an  administra- 
tion measure,  and  vieaed  as  an  administraticm 
measure  at  the  time,  and  for  which  it  vss  se- 
verely denounced  by  many  of  the  modern  eeos: 
omists,  the  administraUoa  of  Preaident  Jat^eon 
attempted  an  annual  redootion  of  about  fifteen 
millions  of  d<41an,  asthereTeniieflienaoOTuiig 
under  the  measure  sanctioned  by  Hr.  Adams, 
amounted  to  at  least  thirty  millions  of  Mkn 
annually,  and  often  afterwards  exceeded  Hat 
amount.   Where  then  were  tjie  lecturers  tn 
economy  t   Opposed  to  the  reduction,  and  Id 
flavor  of  keeping  up  the  enormous  inotmecf 
the  Government  I   At  the  head  of  tiist  put; 
stood  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  combstii^ 
for  his  favorite  system.   If  it  ooola  tiiw  hxt» 
been  reduced,  if  the  policy  of  the  Administn- 
tion  had  then  prevailed,  the  country  wobUdi* 
only  have  been  relieved  from  an  opjmnn 
bunlen,  but  the  means  for  extravagance  wooli 
faaTe  Mm  withhdd,  and  the  Government  o- 
penditnrea,  as  a  matter  of  course,  kept  in  tbor 
true  limits.   It  is  not,  therefore,  for  tim  a 
complain  who  are  the  bue  anlhors  of  the 
which  were  inevitable  from  their  own  coorw 
of  action. 

The  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  (Mr.  Pbs- 
ton)  has  also,  said  Mr.  B.,  favored  us  with  » 
lecture  on  economy.  Mr.  B,  eiprewed  ia 
solemn  conviction,  Uiat  if  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  journala  of  the  two  branches  of  Cwigw* 
were  examined  for  the  last  nine  years,  the  po* 
litioal  party  with  whom  that  gentleman  nw' 
associated,  as  a  body,  would  lie  found  to  be  U» 
perpetrators  of  the  offence  which  he  now  fl^ 
nonneos.  He  would  cite  a  Tory  few  examples 
as  illustrativB  of  the  truth  of  what  he  wkl 
On  the  question  of  pasung  the  bill  ^Tinff  nve 
millions  of  dollars  for  indemnifying  oertoj 
merchants  for  spoliations  committed  by  W"' 
French  prior  to  1801,  and  which,  in  his  opmon, 
was  without  the  shadow  of  cl«m  on  t^e  jusQco 
of  Congress,  the  vote  by  which  it  pawed  m 
8en(Ue  was  ahnost  entirely  given  by  the  pojj- 
ical  party  opposed  to  the  Administration,  *ni» 
only  two  or  three  Senators  friendly  to  tbe  J*- 
ministration  voted  for  it.  The  House*  »gj 
resentatives  fortunately  arrested  it  ^'^^ 
last  session,  in  the  other  brandi  of  r 
an  additional  sum  of  two  mllliwUi  ^1 
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^ven  in  the  treaty,  was  popond  to  be  voted  to 
uie  Oherokee  In^ans,  by  a  gentleman  in  Op< 

position. 

Nor  was  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolins, 
now  BO  strongly  smitten  with  a  passionate  love 
of  economy,  aUogether  free  from  the  sin  which 
he  rebokes.   Some  two  sessions  since,  if  he  did 
not  err  in  Ws  reoollectioD,  that  gentleman  pro- 
posed an  appropriation  of  for^  ^nsand  doUars 
for  pnrohasmg  a  collection  ot  (dd  puntann. 
supposed  by  better  oonnoissenrB  than  himself 
to  have  come  to  tilils  country  from  £ar<^e,  on 
s  Toyage  of  discovery  for  a  better  market 
where  tiiey,  in  all  probahili^,  were  a  kind  of 
refhse  aoHnig  &oSe  billed  in  the  fine  arts. 
The  same  gentleman,  he  believed,  also  moved 
an  appropriation  of  a  large  som  to  porch  ase  the 
libra^  of  the  Italian  Count  BonMallini ;  and, 
indeed,  from  a  knowledge  of  that  gentleman's  - 
votes  m  regard  to  saoh  objects,  and  in  regard 
to  the  namerons  daims  presented  at  every  ses- 
sion to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  he 
thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  an  appeal 
to  his  feelings  which  would  not  meet  with  sao- 
oesa  from  the  magniflcenoe  and  pnrfbdon  of  his 
genenmfrf .  What  he  oomplaiiied  of  was,  that 
uioae  who  had  been  fiie  greatest  oflradera 
tiiemsdves,  were  now  not  very  candid^  endeav- 
oring to  impute  the  offence  to  others.  He 
could  not,  so  far  as  these  repeated  imputatioDs 
of  extravagance  tended  to  identify  mm  with 
them,  hear  tfaem  with  patience  or  composure. 
He  had,  for  the  last  nine  years,  steadily  voted 
agdnst  appropriations  for  objects  of  mteroal 
improvement.    He  had  almost  in  every  in- 
stance, if  not  in  every  one,  voted  against  har- 
bor bills,  which  have  been  one  of  the  largest 
items  of  expense,  because  they  had  almost  in- 
variably «0Dtained  some  'appropriations  that 
he  believed  imotmstitutionaL  He  had  voted 
against  the  aet  in  1882,  by  whldt  the  miUtia  of 
the  Revolution  were  pensioned,  whicAi  had  ran 
the  item  of  pensions  up  to  a  sum  of  more  fban 
four  miUiona  annually,  and  which  was  at  that 
time,  viewed  by  him  as  one  <rf  the  means  by 
which  the  tariff  party  sought  to  keep  up  a  high 
tari^  by  increasing  expenditure.   Tet  many 
'  of  the  individuals  who  voted  for  that  most  ex- 
travagant measure,  now  talk  about  an  increase 
of  the  public  expenditures,  as  if  thejf  thwmlwt 
had  not  been  the  chief  agents  of  doing  it  I  He 
had  not  only  voted  agunst  extravagant  expen- 
^turea  bat  he  had  imde  it  a  cardinal  rule  ai 
his  action  to  vote  against  erealmg  any  addition 
to  the  number  of  officers  under  tike  Fe^Unnl 
Government,  nnlees  indispouable  to  tiie  exaon- 
tion  of  some  new  law,  required,  as  he  thongfat) 
by  the  good  of  the  country. 

He  was  natifled  to  hear  gentlemen  q)eak  of 
economy  who  had  practised  so  little  of  it.  It 
hadjinifonnly  been  his  doctrine  in  every  situ- 
atiou  of  his  public  life. '  He  hoped  that  they 
would,  in  ^ood  faith,  unito  in  carrying  it  out 
into  practice,  and  not  "  keep  the  pranlse  to 
the  ear,  and  break  it  to  the  hope," 
Ttw  Senator  from  Eentno^,  in  hia  ranarki 


[DacniBBB,  1688. 

of  to-day,  repndiates  the  doctrine  attributed  to 
him  by  jpientlemen  in  debate,  of  wishbg  to  raise 
money  for  purposes  other  than  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  but  at  the  same  time  agtdn 
enforces  upon  our  attention  the  merits  of  his 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  arisipg 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
several  States.  What  is  this  but  substantially 
a  proposition  to  increase  the  tariff?  It  is  now 
very  clear,  under  -the  operation  oi  &6  gradoal 
decrease  of  thedoties,  that  the  money  accruing 
tnaiL  all  aonroes,  the  pablio  lands  inofnded,  wiU 
not  be  more  than  suffldent  to  meet  a  reason- 
able system  of  pnbUo  expenditore,  under  the 
General  Oovemment  It  therefbre  fiollowa,  ai 
a  most  undeniable  and  conclusive  otmsequenoe^ 
if  the  money  arisbig  from  the  puUic  lands  is 
taken  from  the  public  Treasury  and  ^ven  to 
the  States,  that  just  so  much  more  must  be 
raised  from  the  people  of  the  States  to  supply 
the  deficiency,  which  can  be  done  only  in  one 
of  two  ways,  either  by  a  system  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, or  an  increase  of  the  tariff.  The  bill  of 
the  Senator,  therefore,  is  emphatically  a  tariff 
measure  in  its  end  and  effect  It  should  be  en- 
titled "  a  Un  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  puUio  Iflmda  among  the  several 
States,  to  r^se  the  duties  on  imports,  and  fiv 
other  purposes,"  dec.  The  South  never  can 
consent  to  revive  a  system,  either  direetJy  or 
indirectly,  which  had  annihilated  her  prorow- 
ity  for  years,  and  converted  her  planters  into 
mere  stewards  of  their  own  estetes  for  the  ben- 
efit of  others — a  system,  the  rain  of  which,  to 
her  best  interests,  is  most  palpably  demonstrate 
ed,  from  the  fact  that,  in  proportion  as  it  goes 
down,  her  prosperity  is  rapidly  recovering. 
He  repeated,  that  the  South  never  could  con- 
s^t  to  see  it  revived,  openly  or  otherwise,  un- 
less she  was  prepared  mr  self-destruction  and 
self-immolation. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  FsBsioir  the  anljeot  ma 
postponed  until  Vaada^  iwxt. 


HOUSE  OF  BSFBXSENTATITSa 

Thdbbdat,  December  18. 
tWUtif  Iff  OotutiUiUoruU  SetoluHMi. 
Ur.  Adakb  a&ed  leave  to  satodt  llie  foUoiT' 

ing: 

lUtolvedt  That  the  powon  of  Congress,  being  con- 
ferred by  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  umted  States,  no 
resolnUmi  of  tUs  Home  can  add  to  or  deduct  from, 
them, 

M<iUtien  Iff  SUnery, 

Ur.  WiSB  then  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolations,  as  propointions  containing 
his  aentimeat^  and  what  be  believed  to  be  the 
real  sentimento  of  the  whc^e  Bontii : 

1.  Rmnhei,  Hiat  Congress  has  no  power  to  abd- 
ish  slavery  In  uia  DIstriet  of  ColomUa,  or  !d  the  Tenrl- 
toriesof  theTTnited  States;  vkOker  imdt  pvwer  itk 
tht  taid  DUtriet  or  Tirritwin  be  aeereit^  "«  • 
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5.  JUnltud,  That  Congresa  luui  no  power  to 
abidish  tbe  ■UTe>tnd«,  or  prohibit  tho  ramonl  of 
ikvw  botween  tb«  Sutes,  or  between  tbe  StMei 
ud  Oe  IHstriot  of  CotumUa  w  Tenitoriea  of  the 
Tnlted  Stato. 

9.  Betolvedj  That  CoDgreai  cannot  reoeire  or 
oon^er  petitiona  for  the  exenuse  of  any  powers 
nhatev^r  OTer  the  subject  of  slaTery,  wtiich  Con- 
ceal does  not  posaess. 

■  4.  Mttcttui,  That  the  laws  of  Coogren  alone  gor- 
•m  in  imimUiig  and  renbtfaig  the  mode  and 
manner  In  which  ingitiTe  wtw  uaD  be  qiprehend- 
ed,  and  their  rights  to  ireedom  held  In  tbe  non- 
slaTehoiding  States,  IKstriet  of  Coliunlria  and  Twri- 
toifes,  and  the  mode  and  namier  ia  vhteh  tmtj 
Aall  b«  rMtorod  or  deBTCfod  to  tbefa;  owners  in  tbe 
dave  States. 

0.  JtMoiwd,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  im- 
pose npon  anj  State  tbe  aboUdon  of  slaTery  in  Its 
omits,  as  a  condition  of  admisrion  into  this  Union. 

6.  Mttohad,  That  tbe  citizens  of  tbe  BlaTehoI<Ung 
St^es  of  this  Union  have  the  constitutional  right 
iKhmiarUy  to  take  their  slaves  to  or  through  a  non- 
■laveboldine  State,  and  to  sojourn  or  reioun  tem- 
pofarily  wiu  such  alaves  in  the  same,  and  the  slaTea 
ue  not  thereby  ipM  faeto  emancipated;  and  the 
GMieral  OoTenunent  ft  ooDstitatioaaUy  boond  to 
protect  the  rights  «fdaT«holdhu;  States;  and  that 
laws  of  noa-elaTehdifflng  States  m  oonttet  with  the 
kwa  of  Congress  itforiung  Ibr  Mch  proteetioD,  are 
mU  and  Ttud. 

Jir.  Galhooit,  of  Eentnckj,  asked  the  sentle- 
man  to  aocept  some  he  held  in  liis  hand  as  a 
modification  of  bis  owil 

Ur.  WiSB  hoped  bis  friend  would  not  emhar- 
rass  him.  Ho  had  oonsolced  one  of  his  col- 
leagues ;  and,  in  asking  leave  to  iatrodace  these 
proportions,  he  wonld  not  onlj  pledge  himself 
not  to  debate  them,  bnt  ho  would  move,  what 
Iw  .deprecated,  the  previous  qaestion. 

itt.  BtTBB  inquired  if  tber  did  not  fall  with- 
in tiie  scope  of  the  last  resolatioii  adopted  yes- 
terday  I  (ivderins  aU  papers  on  the  satjject  of 
davMr  to  be  laid  on  the  table.) 

The  OsAst  replied  that  the  resolutions  were 
not  yet  before  me  Hooae,  the  motion  being  for 
leave  to  intoodnoe  them. 

Several  members  s^d,  "  object  to  tbem.^ 

ICr.  RivKS  did  so,  and  Hr.  Wibb  moved  a 
nspension  of  the  rales,  calling  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  wUob,  bdng  ordered,  wm— jeaa  118, 
nays  98. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  was  deeded  in  tbe 
m^ive,  there  not  being  two-thirds  voting  for 
the  motion. 

lCr.SLADB  asked  leave  to  snbmit  tbe  following : 

Whereas  there  exists,  and  is  carried  on  between 
the  ports  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  other  ports 
of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the 
laws  tlieref^  a  trade  in  human  beings,  whereby 
ttouiands  of  them  aro  annnally  stdd  and  traaaport- 
ed  ttom  said  Mstrlet  to  ^stant  parts  of  tbe  eonn* 
try,  in  venels  belonging  to  citiiens  of  the  United 
BUdea;  and  whereas,  snob  trade  involves  an  out* 
rageoot  violation  of  human  rights,  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  country  by  whose  laws  it  is  sanctioned,  and 
ealls  for  tbe  inimediat«  interpositiwi  of  le^alative 
anthoritr  fiir  its  wpfwlont  tbenftn^  to  ths  end 


[26zhCoh 

that  an  obataclea  to  the  oonsideratka  of  Oiii* 
jeet  iotiy  be  removed,  and  a  maedy  Ibr  On  ml 
qieedily  provided, 

MaaUmi,  TbMjt  so  msoh  of  the  fifth  of  tbe  nu- 
lotions  on  tbe  aolgeot  of  slavery,  passed  bj  Hk 
House  on  tbe  11th  and  12th  of  tne  present  moia, 
as  relates  to  the  ''removal  of  slaves  from  EWe  ii 
State,"  and  prohibits  the  action  of  tloa  How  a 
'*  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  fropoiitioa, 
or  paper  tonohii^"  tbe  same,  be,  and  beniviiK- 
sdnded. 

Objecticms  being  mad&  Ur.  S.  moved  ass- 
pennon  of  tbe  nues,  ana  demanded  tbe  jw 
and  nays;  which,  bemg  ordwed,  were— ;» 
56,  nays  167. 
So  ue  Honae  refused  to  snspend  the  mlo. 

On  rnotim  of  Ur.  Qxessso^ 
The  Honae  proceeded  to  tSie  ezecnUoiUBf  di 
order  of  Uonday,  for  the  election  of  a  ChiplA 
on  its  part,  when  the  Bev.  lb.  Bsw  tb  it 
dared  duly  elected. 

DT  BXKATB. 
UoiVDAT,  December  17. 
Fowrik  Jnttahnent. 
The  bin  to  postpone  the  fourth  instabnait  if 
the  deporit  act  was  taken     as  the  order 
the  day ;  when 

Ur.  PuBTON  B^d  his  object  in  risins,  via 
this  subject  was  last  before  tbe  Senate,  wa  u 
refute  and  correct  a  misrepresentation  r«^- 
ing  his  position  in  regard  to  it.  He  bad  giTfl 
bis  support  originally  to  the  roeasare,  M  ii 
was  as  a  deposit  bill,  not  as  (mefordiatriln^ 
Although  aware  of  the  neceeritr  d  c^tiBg  nl 
of  the  acoumnlated  -sarplna,  had  he  nown  in 
practical  effect,  he  conld  n<^  except  as  tn  a- 
treme  neoesd^,  have  voted  for  it.  Vlitf  ^ 
had  said  the  other  day  was  applicable  to  tbi 
bill  as  it  was  practiculy  and  m  effect— >  ^ 
for  distribntion  instead  of  deposit  As  i  d^ 
posit  act,  it  provided  that  the  Secretary  <^ 
TTea8tU7  mi^t  reclaim  the  moneys  frm  tl' 
States  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  Got^ 
ment  rendered  it  neoessary ;  bnt  at  s  sol» 
qnent  session  it  was  so  amended,  at  the  instaM 
of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Feniufylnm 
(Ur.  BgoiusasO  M  to  take  thia  ditcxetiai  fin 
tbe  SeoretBT7.  When  it  was  proposed  to  cral| 
a  nstioiud  debt,  he  was  willing  to  have  mm 
fiH-  the  recall  ot  this  mon^.  The  bononw 
Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Biveb)  said  tlat » 
have  recalled  it  at  the  last  session,  daring  tbe 
fiscal  embarrassments,  wonld  have  been  rait 
ooa  to  the  States,  and  that  nothing  but  a  !«* 
eign  war  wonld  be  a  Justifiable  cause  for » 
ddng;  bnt  I  think  that  the  States  could, 
their  credit,  have  eatily  raised  means  to  pi; 
off  this  debt.  Under  that  state  of  aSsin,  C«- 
gress  decided  in  favor  of  a  national  debt,iD 
preference  to  reoluming  the  deposit  with  tw 
States.  One  crei^  benefit  ezpeiited  from 
operation  of  ttil<  aot  WM,  that  whenerer  w 
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OoTemmmt  mm  iSapomi  to  a  prodlnU^  of 
expeaditnre,  the  States  would  be  Inouoea  to 
intOTpoee  and  arrest  the  enL  Did  they  do  bo  f 
It  was  eacpe^ed  that  whenever  the  wants  of 
the  Gorenunkt  required  more  than  their  im- 
mediate means,  these  deposAts  would  be  a  source 
fijr  ns  to  draw  on  to  supply  the .  deflclen<7. 
Did  we  do  so !  Ko,  sir ;  we  have  a  national 
debt  existing;  on  which  we  are  paying  interest^ 
while  the  money  is  still  in  deposit  with  the 
Statesw  Congress  has,  by  its  l^pslation,  declar- 
ed Us  most  Dneqnivocal  oondemnation  of  the 
deposit  act,  I  do  not  reprobate  the  bill  as 
pusedf  bat  think  that,  u  so  bnman  being  en- 
tertMns  the  idea  that  this  mon^y  will  be  ever 
the  most  luHieat  {dan  will  be  to  atiito  it 
the  statnte  book  altog^w. 
The  question  was  tfioi  taken  on  Hr.  Oult's 
amendment  to  postpone  the  instalment  to  tibe 
Ist  of  January,  18«l^  and  dedded  in  the  neg- 
ative as  fbllows: 

TiAS.— llestn.  Oalhonn,  Clayof  EeDtoelnr,  Clay- 
too,  Oritteikdeii,  IteTis,  Foster,  Knight,  Jlerrick, 
PreatisB,  Birera,  Bobblits,  Bng^es,  Smith  of  Indi- 
aoa,  Speoce,  Swift,  TaUnudge,  ukd  Tiptoi^l7. 
Nats.— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchuiui, 
of  ^l*ham>^  Fulton,  Hubbud,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Ljon,  Uorris,  incholai,  Norrell,  Pierce,  Preston, 
Bosne,  Bobinson,  Smith  of  Coonectiout,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  WiUlams  of  Uahie,  Winiams  of  IQa- 
rissippi,  Wright,  and  Yoang — S6. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
tor  a  tUrd  reading,  wlthont  a  dirtsttm. 


HOUSE  or  BXPBSSBNTATIVra. 
THtfBSDAT,  December  20. 
Jnti-SloDerv  and  Anti-T«xa»  Annexation  Peti- 
tiom;  and  Petitioru  for  IHplomaHa  Inter- 
e^te  with  Sayti. 

Kr.  Aduis  presented  a  lar^  number  of  pe- 
tition! from  various  States,  (laduding  one  or 
two  from  Ohio  connty,  Virginia,)  [vaying  for 
the  ablation  of  starttr  and  tiie  slave-toade,  ro- . 
monstratiog  agunst  the  admisdon  of  any  new 
daveholcUng  State,  against  the  amma^n  of 
Teza&,  for  international  relations  witii  Hj^ti, 
The  Abolition  petitions  were  Udd  on  the 
table  under  Mr.  Athbbton'b  resolution,  and  the 
others  were  disposed  of  as  stated  above. 

Hr.  OusmNo,  for  the  porpose,  he  said,  of 
economizing  the  time  of  ue  House,  woold  pre- 
sent, to-day,  but  one  of  ^e  many  Abolition 
petitions  intrusted  to  his  chaive,  and  wodd 
postpone  the  others  to  a  ftitnre  qaj. 

Ur.  0.  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  to 
pronounce  the  resolution  (»^ering  those  peti- 
tions on  the  table,  to  be  mioonstitutionat,  to 
protest  against  it,  and  asked  that  his  pnrtest 
miEht  be  entered  on  the  JournaL 

The  Obazb  roled  it  to  M  out  of  ordw. 


WxinnsDAT,  December  26. 

The  Bfuxxb  oommnnteated  a  letter.  fh»n  the 
HonoraUe  Jqbh  lIuaimD  a  member  fom  the 


[Dionaaa,  1888. 

Stste  of  Usine,  rerigning  his  seat  in  the  present 
Oongress;  whioh,  <m  mottoo  (tf  Ur.  Aamustm, 
was  laid  on  Uie  table,  and  the  Sfkuobb  direct- 
ed to  notuy  the  Enentiva  of  ICalne  of  the 


UcaniA.T,  December  81. 

Vr.  Aujor  submitted  the  IbDowli^  resohi- 
UmiB,  whidi  lay  over: 

JUaohed,  That  the  flnsitdal  ptiSaj  established  at 
the  ot^iin  of  tUs  Qovemment  bythe  first  acts  of  its 
legislation,  and  espedaUv  by  the  80th  seotion  o(  tho 
- "  Act  to  regulate  the  eoUection  of  duties,  &c^"  wp- 
proved  by  Freddent  Wasbiogton  July  Slst,  1789, 
and  by  the  4th  section  of  the  "  Act  to  establish  the 
Treasury  Department,  &c.,"  ^iproved  by  President 
Washington  September  2d,  1789,  was  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  plain  and  fhigal  genius  of  a  Bepob* 
Uo,  and  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  eon- 
stitution. 

R^tolued,  That  that  policy  has,  by  a  long  series 

sobaequaat  acts,  been  departed  from,  and  ought 
to  be  restored  in  the  future  administration  of  the 
QoremmeDt.    And,  therefore, 

iUtolved,  That  Uie  Government  ought  to  eoltock 
no  more  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly  or- 
indirectly,  than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  an  se»i 
nomioal  adodnistiation  of  its  affiUts.  ' 

Baohtd,  That  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  loaned  out,  by  the  Government  to  indi- 
viduals or  to  corporations. 

Retolved,  That  the  taxes  so  pud  by  the  people, 
oaght  not  to  b^  placed  by  the  Oovemment  in  tha 
custody  of  agents,  who  are  not  made  by  the  ooo- 
stitation  and  the  laws  respondble  to  the  pet^. 

JUaolndt  That  those  legal  provisions  by  wluch 
the  Government  was  originaUy  required,  in  the  trans- 
aolion  of  Its  own  affairs,  to  receive  and  to  tender, 
in  payment,  as  money,  nothing  but  that  which  is 
made  a  legal  tender  by  the  constitution,  ought  to  l>a 
revived,  with  those  modlflcations  only,  as  to  time 
and  proportion,  suggested  by  the  ^esent  omditiw 
of  the  country. 


HOUSE  or  BXPBSBENTATIVXB. 

MoHDAT,  December  81, 
BritUih  etOrofft  at  Stihlotter^  on  the  (7aroZ«M. 
If r.  OoBHrav  submitted  the  fbHowing  resolu^ 

tions: 

BetolMd,  That  the  Preddmt  <tf  (he  United  States 
be  requested,  if  in  his  Judgment  not  bsompatlble 
with  the  public  Interests,  to  communicate  to  ihls 
House — 

1.  The  correspondence,  if  any,  which  baa  been 
had  betwcut  the  Government  of  the  tlnited  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britdn,  or  the  ndUtary  or  civU 
aotiiorities  of  «ther,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  tlie 
British  Provinces  of  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  and 
to  alleged  violatitms  m  neutrality  on-  the  part, 
whether  of  Oteat  Britain,  or  (rf  tha  United  ^tes, 
or  anyof  the  offleen^  sati|eot^  or  dtianiB  of  each. 

2.  The  oarrespoadnos  had,  or  measures  taken 
1^  the  Ezecndvs,  if  ai^,  zegardb^  citiseas  of  the 
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TTnitcd  States  made  prieoiwn  of  wu  at  any  time  in 
anj  of  the  ineurreetioiiary  moTementa  of  Upper  or 
Lower  Canada. 

8.  Whether  the  GoTemment  of  Great  Britain 
has  made  reparation  for  the  seizure  and  destruc- 
tion of  tJie  steamboat  OaroUae,  within  the  waters 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  murder  of  American 
dtjiene  on  board  the  same  hj  a  band  of  armed  ia- 
Tadera  from  the  provloce  of  Upper  Canada,  acting 
unfler  the  luders  and  authority  of  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment of  said  province. 

4.  Whether  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States 
has  entered  into  negotiation!  with  that  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing 
the  farther  distribution  of  presents  and  payment  of 
war  BubdfUes  by  the  latter  Government  to  the  In- 
dian tribes,  within  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdic- 
tioD  of  the  United  States ;  and,  if  so,  what  nai  been 
the  result  of  tiie  uid  negotiations. 

6.  Whether  the  Govenunentofthe  United  States 
have  ^ven  to  that  of  Great  Britain  the  stipulated 
notice  to  annul  and  abrogate  the  convention  of  the 
8th  of  September,  1S27,  under  cover  of  which,  and 
of  the  convention  of  the  20th  October,  161S,  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  proceeded,  with  per- 
mission, or  by  connivance  of  tbe  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  to  establish  military  poets  in  tbe 
territories  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  Rocky 
ifonntaina. 

6«  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
Ins  taken  any  measures,  and  If  any,  what,  to  ad- 
just, setUe,  and  mark  the  boundaries  between  the 
United  States  and  the  BriliBh  Provinces  in  North 
America,  from  St  Mary's  Falls,  between  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Superior ;  and  00  northwardly  and 
westward^  along  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Hichi- 

Sn  and  the  Territories  of  Wiseon^  and  Iowa,  to 
e  Rocky  Hountains. 

What  correspondence,  if  any,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  baa  had  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  or  any  of  its  authorities  or  officers, 
or  with  the  Gommment  of  the  State  of  Maine,  hi 
regard  to  the  late  sorvey  or  investisation  of  the 
Kor^-eastem  boundary  Une  of  the  Unued  States  by 
tiw  Oovemment  of  said  State. 

8.  Whether  any  correspondence  has  recently 
passed  between  the  British  and  American  Govern- 
ments relative  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  conterminous  to  the  United  States  and 
the  British  possessions  In  K'orth  America,  or  of 
navigable  rivers  running  In  part  or  in  whole  through 
the  territories  of  both  GovemmentB :  and  if  ao,  the 
results  of  the  same.  ^ 

The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. , 

7%e  Monroe  Doctrine. 

Ur.  CusHiNa  thea  said  the  ^sohuve  of  his 
particular  daties  as  a  member  of  the  House,  hod 
called  his  attention  to  another  sal^ect  of  inqui- 
ry,. perfeclj(y  unezoep^onable  in  itself^  and  of 
the  deepest  immediate  interest  to  the  wliole 
Union,  and  more  especially  to  tbe  States  of  the 
Sontb-vrest.  He  acjced  that  the  resolntion  of 
inquiry  should  be  read,  in  order  that  the  House 
migl^t  judge  whetiier  they  would  permit  bim 
to  offer  it  at  this  time ;  which  he  would  not 
ask  If  the  sat^eot  were  not  one  of  pres^g^  im- 
medlate  importanoe. 


[2BmOm. 

The  House  assenting,  Mr.  0.  oflbred  tbe  fol- 
lowing resolntion ;  which  was  read,  and  ordsr 
ed  to  be  printed,  and  lies  over  one  dar.BDdtt 
the  rules.  — 

Whereas,  in  the  Message  of  the  madentof  Oe 
United  States  at  the  opemng  of  the  eightccsik  Coa- 
gress,  it  was,  among  other  tilings,  avowed  ud  pro- 
claimed as  the  settied  national  policy  Of  the  tmid 
States,  that  "  in  the  wars  of  the  European  poiei^ 
in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we  hin  tme 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  with  ov  poisT 
80  to  dp  that  "with  the  movements  tntUs^ 
sphere  we  are,  of  necessity,  more  !mmedisld]rt» 
nected that  "  we  owe  it,  tiierefore,  to  faa6m,al 
to  the  amicable  relations  ezistbig  between  the  till- 
ed States  and  those  powers,  to  declare  tlutn 
should  conuder  any  attenqit  on  their  part  toeitai 
their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemispben  u 
dangeroustoourpesceand  safety;"  thaf'vnhiit 
existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  Esiopw 
power,  we  have  not  interfered,  and  sh^  Dotimc- 
fere  ;  but  with  the  Governments  who  have  de^ 
ed  their  independence,  and  maintained  H,  ai 
whose  independence  we  have,  on  great  coofidn- 
tion  and  on  just  prlndples,  acknowledged,  vend 
not  view  any  hiterpontioa  fbr  the  purpose  of 
pressing  them,  or  controlEng  in  any  other  muK 
their  destiny,  by  any  European  power,  in  an jw!;: 
light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  nnfiioi; 
duposition  towards  the  United  States ud  tbl 
"  it  is  imposnble,  therefore,  that  we  should 
hold  such  interposition,  in  any  form,  wUh  injifc> 
ence." 

Saalved,  ihertforty  That  the  Pnrident  itftk 
UMted  States  be  requested  to  Inform  this 
if  the  same  be  not  in  his  judgment  incoiii|KtiU( 
with  the  ptJilic  interest,  what  explanations  tbel[isc 
of  the  French  has  rendered  to  the  United  Suiciii 
relation  to  the  recent  blockade  of  a  part  of  tbe  ctes 
of  tbe  Mexicu  ^mb^  by  France ;  the  treoinc 
of  vessels  of  the  IMted  States,  public  or  private,!? 
the  blockading  squadron ;  the  reduction  of  tht  ce- 
tie  of  San  Juan  de  UUoa ;  and  the  ulterior  Tico 
and  deigns  of  the  French  Government  reapecnf 
the  Mexican  Bepubllc  Also,  to  inform  the  Bo« 
.whether  he  has  proffered  to  either  of  tiie  eonta^ 
log  parties  the  mediation  of  the  United  Suhi  a 
the  premises;  and  to  conjmunicaie  any  conevo^ 
ence  on  the  sat^jects  aforesaid  whi«i  >i»t,^ 
passed  between  the  Oovemment  of  tbe  Xm 
States  and  that  of  IVance. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  OwHiKAt  ordered  to  h 
printed. 

THDBBDiLT,  Jawuuy  8,  1889. 

TTtKtmw'n  Election  C<m. 
At  one  o'clock,  the  q>ecial  order  of  the  dir. 
being  the  eonsideration  of  the  contested  a«- 
tion  for  a  delate  from  WiaconSn  Territoij. 
came  up. 

The  qnestacm  was  on  tbe  adoption  of  tbew- 
lowing  resolation  of  the  OommiUee  on  m 
tions : 

Rttolvtd,  That  James  Duane  Doty  is  entitled *>« 
seat  in  this  House  as  a  delate  from  Wbo^i"' 
ritw7,  and  that  Geocge  W.  Jones  is  not  so  (bOIW 


Wiarnmn  Eltc&m  date. 
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PubUeLmdt. 


Hr.  Tnoiua  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
bjr  tnuBpoaiDa  the  names,  so  as  to  declare  Hr. 
Jones  entitled  to  the  seat,  uid  proceeded 
length  to  oppose  the  conclusions  of  the  report. 

Mr.  CnsRma  was  understood  to  argae  in 
&Tor  of  vacating  the  seat  of  the  tdtting  dele- 
gate, upon  the  ground  of  the  irr^larity  and 
ill^ality  of  the  tenure  hy  which  he  held  it,  and 
in  n.vor  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thomas;  and 
intimated  that  he  ^uld,  at  the  pr(^  time, 
ntove  a  divisioa  of  the  question. 

The  question  was  fhrther  argued  Keami 
Bakdolph,  Obabt,  Flbtohkb,  and  Tnxraaaur, 
In  favor  of  the  resoluUon  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Ur.  DsGxAnr  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  the  previoos  question ;  wMc^  motion 
was  snstained,  and  the  niiUn  question  was  or- 
dered. ' 

The  question  being  npon  concurring  with  the 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee — 

The  House  tiien  adopted  the  resolution  of  Uie 
committee  by  the  foUowing  vote:—7eas  166, 
nays  20. 


FiUDAT,  January  4. 

Public  Lajidt. 

Mr.  Taliatkkko  submitted  the : 
amble  and  resolutions,  which  were  refer 
t^e  Select  Ooumittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congrefls  for  the  then  con- 
federacy of  the  United  States,  did,  by  resoIuUon,  m 
the  year  1780,  recommend  to  the  several  States  of 
the  confederacy,  or  Federal  Union,  having  claiihs  to 
Western  lands,  a  liberal  Ruirender  tfaereoij  as  a  com- 
mon fimd,  in  aid utabtiMlung  t/u  mmie  endit, 
and  io  ^ti^rM  tAi  debt  tntftirrea  by  tat  tkm  «ri«(- 
ing  ttar  mth  Ortat  Sritain. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Virginia,  renioniUng  to 
the  Boid  recommendation  of  Congress,  did,  on  the 
second  day  of  January,  by  an  act  of  her  LegisIaUve 
Assembly,  adopt  and  submit  to  Congress,  for  their 
conddoiition  and  aoonrtanoe,  the  terms  and  coihU- 
tions  on  which  that  State  wonM  surrender  to  the 
United  States,  /or  the  purjxm  a^»«Mtd;  all  the  lands 
within  the  (bartered  bouodanes  of  'Virginia,  nnth 
and  west  of  the  rivor  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  Congress* having  Ike  aid  tmns 
and  conditions  of  ceeston,  pn^Ktsed  by  the  Btate  of 
Yirginia,  under  condderation,  resolved  on  the 
day  of  September,  17S8,  to  accept  the  same,  with 
the  exception  only  of  a  stipulation  ia  said  terms  of 
cesaioD,  requiring  the  United.  States  to  guarantee  to 
Virginia  the  residue  of  her  Western  territory,  lying 
souU)  and  east  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Tirginig,  assenting  to 
the  proposed  excliraon  from  her  terms  of  cession, 
did,  by  an  act  of  her  L^jislative  Assembly,  authorize 
her  tlwn  ddegatee  in  Coogress,  to  execute  the  oon- 
tempUted  deed  of  oesrion;  whereapon,  and  in  vir- 
tue of  ttie  full  powers  vested  in  theio,  the  said  dele' 
gates,  then  presrait,  did,  on  the  flnk  day  of  Hardi, 
1784,  execute  a  conveyance  to  the  United  States, 
of  all  the  lands  to  whi*di  Virginia  had  ddm,  ntnlh 
and  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  acwrdii^f  totheor^nof 


terms  and  conditions  proposed  by  Virginia  to  Con- 
greea,  for  the  ceesioD  therm,  with  the  exception  only 
of  tM  guarantee  aforesaid,  proposed  by  Coi^rese,  to 
tie  exduded  tlurefrom,  and  asSBnted  to  1^  Vlr^nia, 
asaforeeud. 

And,  whereas,  the  oriffitud  tenns  and  conditions 
proposed  by  Virginia,  and  assented  to  by  Congress, 
for  the  cession  by  tiiat  State  of  all  tier  lands  ncrth 
and  west  of  the  Ohio,  impose  the  ^idlowing  obUga> 
tiona  on  C<»igres8 : 

1.  That,  provided  the  State  of  Vi^i^  had  not 
reserved  a  suiScient  quantity  of  good  load  on  the 
wrath-east  side  tiM  river  Ohio  to  Batisfy  the  land 
bounty  promised  Virginia  to  her  officers  and  s^ 
diers  who  served  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army, 
and  who  served  in  her  own  State  establishment,  that 
Congress  should  make  up  such  defldoicy,  and  ot 
Mod  laadi  lying  iMtween  tlie  Sdoto  toA  lOand 
Elvers, 

2.  The  afiwesatd  tetmri  and  eonditioiu  of  eessten 
proride,  and  It  Is  so  expressed  in  the  deed,  ^  that  all 
the  lands  in  the  t^tofy  hereby  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  or  appropriated  to  any  of 
the  be/ore-trmUiotud  purpoatn,  or  disposed  criT  in 
bounties  to  the  oflScers  and  soldiers  of  the  American 
army,  shall  be  coaaidered  a  common  fund  for  the 
tok  tui  and  heng^  mdi  of  the  United  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  beoome,  members  <^  the  con- 
federation, or  federal  alliance  of  the  sud  States, 
Vlr^nia  Indndve,  aeoonUng  to  their  rospectiTe  pro- 
portions of  the  general  chaige  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faitkfwjf  and  bona  fide  di^>oaed  of  for  that 
purpoM,  and  for  no  other  tue  orpurpote  whaiever.'" 

Reaolved,  That  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  that 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeuory  in 
reladtm  to  the  poblie  lands  was  r^erred,  be  instrneted 
to  luqidre  and  report  whether  the  conveyance  of  the 
lands  above  referred  to  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
States,  ia  not  a  conveyance  in  tmst  for  die  specific 
objects  expressly  enumerated  in  the  deed  of  cession. 

2.  Whether  Uioee  objects  hare  beeif  satisfied,  and, 
especially,  whether  Coi^presa,  out  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, has  made  prorisini  for  the  defldt  of  good  landt 
on  uie  eouth-eoBt  side  of  the  OUo  River,  to  satisfy 
the  land  bounty  promised  by  the  State  of  Virgbia  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Virginia  line  on  conU- 
nental  establishment ;  if'  not,  ought  to  be  promptly 
made  for  that  poipose. 

3.  What  quantity  of  the  ceded  territory  has  been, 
or  the  proceeds  thereof  devoted  and  Bi^>lUd  towards 
the  specific  ot^jecta  enumerated  In  the  deed  of  oee- 
rion;  and  what  quantity  of  the  sud  territory  has 
been  devoted  to  uses  and  purposes,  not  comprehended 
in  tlie  terms  and  conditions  of  cession ;  finally,  if 
it  shall  H>pear,  that  there  will  be  a  surplus  of  land 
in  the  ceded  territory  beyond  what  is  required  to 
satisfy  the  objects  and  pmposes  specially  enumerated 
in  the  original  terms  and  conditiooa,  in  pursoanoe 
of  wMth  the  deed  of  C3saiou  was  executed ;  whether 
Coi^ress  ia  not  bound  by  the  mamfest  intentioK 
of  that  deed,  to  provide  for  a  prompt  and  "  bona 
fide'  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  remalnii^ 
lands,  including  the  value  of  so  much  of  these  lands, 
if  any,  as  may  have  been  devoted  to  purposes  not 
warranted  by  the  deed,  amraf^  the  States  of  the 
Umon,  Bocordfaig  to  the  ^^stribotitHi  spedfled 
in  the  deed  oi  oeaslon,  for  the  sole  use  and  ben^ 
of  tbe-sald  States;  and  that  the  oomndttea  have 
leave  to  report  by  bilL 
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SxTUSDAT,  Jannaiy  ff. 
Question  of  Pay  to  Geo.  W.  Jon€$,  Ete^  lot* 
aUUng  Ddegats/n»  Witeowiik. 
Mr.  Uason,  of  Ohio,  asked  lesre  to  present  a 

resolntion ;  which  was  read  as  follows : 

.fiewJtml  That  the  Hod.  J.  W.  Joob,  kte  dele- 
gate from  die  tirntaryU  WkontfI^  b  wK  eatiUed 
to  his  mileage  and  per  diem  aUowmoe  for  Ui  attend* 
•nee  at  the  present  seaston. 

Wise  objected ;  whereapon 

Mr.  KiaoH  said  as  it  was  »  matter  <tf  some 
importance,  he  Tonld  move  that  the  roles  be 
nupended ;  and  iip<Hi  which  motion,  he  called 
ior  the  reu  and  naya. 

The  Bpiaxkb  8t^«d  that  he  had  received  a 
cotnmuDicatj(»i  opoc  the  subject  from  Mr.  Jones, 
and  would  prefer  that  the  House  would  come 
to  some  dedsion  upon  it.  He  then  laid  before 
the  House  the  fbllowing  letters,  which  were 
read: 

HoiFSK  or  SEpaasBXTATms, 

Janoarj  4,  1889. 
SiB:  X  take  this  mode  of  informing  70a  that  a 
rewlntion  will,  at  the  eariieet  oppwtuiiit^r,  be  lntn>- 
dooed  to  this  Hooee,  den^ng  your  right  to  teceive 
anj  cnnpenntion  as  delegate  to  the  present  seasioD 
of  Congieas. 

I  sia,  dr,  with  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GIDDDTOa 
Hon.  Gbobqi  W.  Johxs,  Washington  Gty. 

WASBIMOnilf  CiTT,  D.  0, 
January  6,  1889. 

Sib  :  Considering  myself  entitled,  nnder  the  nsage 
Vf  the  Honae,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Statea,  to 
reo^re  my  mUeage  and  per  diem  compenaation  as 
the  ritdiw  ddflgale  from  the  TenHory  of  WlBOonrin, 
I  reoeiTod  frmn  the  Bergeant-atanns,  od  the  80th 
alUmo,  a  check  on  the  Bank  of  WaaUngton  for 
my  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  np  to  tiiat  date. 

BsTing  received  last  evening  Ute  accompanying 
eomnrnntcation  from  a  member  <^  the  House,  Hon. 
J.  B.  OnwiMOS,  of  Ohio,  and  not  feeling  willing  to 
retain  in  my  hands  the  oompenaatioB  alladed  to, 
unless  moat  dtariy  so  eiiiiU«fi^  I  reqwotAilty  return 
to  the  House,  tlutnuh  yon,  the  orMMof  elled^,  to  be 
c*n celled  by  the  House,  If  In  thnr  jodgmeot  I  am 
not  entitled  to  It 

I  came  here  under  the  solemn  conviction  that  I 
was  the  rwhtful  delegate  vil  the  pec^le  1^  Wiaoonsin, 
to  serve  them  here  as  such  until  the  4th  of  Hardi 
next.  TUs  <qnnion  was  strengthened  by  the  advice 
of  able  counsel,  before  and  since  my  arriral  here. 
I  entertrin  the  aame  opinion  sdli,  bat  will  anbmit  to 
the  dedsion  of  the  Hoose  in  both  esses  without  a 
Binranir. 

Tery  reqwctfUlr, 

Tour  obedient  servant 

GEO.  W.  JONE& 

Bon.  Jum  K.  Folk, 

E^Kito  of  the  House  of  RqwesentatlTes. 

The  Spbakbb,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  made  a  brief  explanation  of  tiie  ooorse 
of  the  Seroeant-at-amia  and  the  pretiding  offi- 
cer    the  Hoose. 

"By  the  Joomal  of  tiie  extra  iimnion,  at  the 


opening  of  the  present  Gwgress  in  Septca^ 
1887,  it  appeared  that  "  George  VsllaeejM 
wpeared  as  the  delegate  from  the  Temtard 
WwxMidn,  was  awtmi  to  support  the  Cogab- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  look  a  Mii 
the  House."  Ho  certificates  of  ekction  tf 
membws  or  delegates  were  presented  it  At 
time  of  qaalificatiffli,  and  the  Speakvoodlu 
know  onder  what  anthority  tti^  took  tkt 
seats.   Mr.  Jones  was  8w<)rn,  and  took  1  m. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  preeent  9sa 
Mr.  Jones  appeared  in  his  seat,  doming  tok 
the  rightfm  uttii^  delegate  from  Vtecns: 
When  tiie  olaim  of  3£r.  Botf  was  presaifi 
Mr.  Jones  rose  in  his  place  and  averted  Is 
right.  The  House,  bj  its  acqoieeoaice,  rtec^ 
nisod  him  as  the  sitting  delegate,  and  took  ^ 
der  in  the  case,  hj  referringthe  dm  (11 
seat  as  the  deleg^  from  msoonna  to 
Ocmimittee  of  Elections.  Mr.  Jones  eintau 
in  his  seat  as  ftiesittang  ddegate.  Be,iii)- 
iknathDes,  as  tbe  Joomal  show^fireeei^pt 
titioDB  and  resolatjons,  and  participated  b 
bnsiness  of  the  Hoaee,  as  the  sitting  delt^ 
This  was  permitted.b7  the  acqoiescenoe  of  it 
House,  uDtil  the  right  to  the  seat  was  dniy 
b^  the  House.  'Whilst  Mr.  Jones  was  tlic<6! 
sitting  delegate,  in  his  seat,  in  dtschan^  d  ^ 
duties  as  such,  the  8ei^ant-at-arms  w  u 
presiding  officer  liad  nonght  or  power  to  » 
qoire  whether  he  was  rigfatftilly  there.  Tk 
was  a  question  which  the  House  alone  nd 
decide.  The  law  relating  the  p^  (d  vm- 
bers  and  ddegatea,  wt  anght  that  appeandtf 
record,  entitled  him  to  hia  oompenMOoa  >d 
the  ttmfthc  was  oosted  by  a  Tote  of  the  Eiiu 
He  celled  for  his  omnpensation,  and  neitbtf  & 
Sergeant-at-anns  nor  the  Bpeaker  had  aiiTfr 
crenon  to  r^^  it  nnd«  tne  law.  Tbe  diat 
for  hia  oompensaUon  was  made  oat  iuthe  va 
way,  by  the  Sergeant-at-arma,  and  rignedonAt 
the  law.  Since  taking  &e  chair  this  motm 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  had  been  laid  on  is 
table.  And  now  the  question  of  oompensatin. 
under  the  resolution  before  the  House,  vfi  n 
open  one.  The  House  alone  can  by  its  ocdr 
refuse  tiie  oompensation.  Under  the  Ut,  ^ 
Sergeant  and  Speaker  cannot.  The  6p»<^ 
exproEned  the  hope  that  the  Honae  would 
tiie  question,  and  fhna  relicTO  solyeet  fia: 
all  doubt  and  embarrassment. 

A  long  debate  then  ensned,  in  which  tbew 
olution  was  advocated  by^  Messrs.  Hufss  i 
Ohio,  aud  Gidsinob,  and  opposed  by  Vob^ 
Wisa,  BoDLDiu,  Thomas,  Pope,  Caiboos  i 
Kentucky,  Bbokson,  and  Biddle.  Tbe  Utter, 
at  the  conclusion  of  hia  remaii:s,  moved  tbt 
previous  question ;  which  was  seconded. 

The  question  being  npon  the  adoption  of  ^ 
resolution,  Mr.  Gbiffik  demanded  the  jcu  » 
nars ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Thomas  inquired  of  the  Speaker  vmA. 
in  case  the  restuution  should  be  rrieded,M 
would  omudo-  it  as  anthori^  to  pa/Mr. 
his  per  diem  and  mileage. 

Ilw  Speaker  said  he  ahoold  so  eoundv  it 
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The  question  ym  then  put  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  reeoliitifm,  ud  dedded  m  the  negBiin 
— jeaa  89,  luijt  96. 


IN  BSKATZ. 

HoHDAT,  Jurnaiy  7. 
Tran^^  Oanai  Stock  U>     StaU  ^  Mary- 
land. 

Ur.  'Wauckb,  In  pnmuuioe  <tf  notSoe  ^ven, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introdnoe  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  transfer,  on  certain  eondilions,  to 
the  State  of  Karrlandlof  the  stock  held  b/  the 
United  States  ii^the  Ghasi^eakfl  and  Ohio  Oar 
nal  Oompanj. 

Hr.  W.  on  asking  leave,  sidd  that  on  the  9th 
of  April  last,  the  Senate,  npon  his  motion,  had 
adopted  a  reflolntion  calling  npon  the  Seoretai^ 
of  the  Treasnry  for  information  as  to  the  divi- 
dends received,  and  present  market  valae  of  the 
stock  hdd  by  uie  United  States  in  varioos  ca- 
nal oompaniea.  To  Uiis  call  the  fieoretary  <tf 
the  Treuory  had  reqwoded  in  a  statentttit, 
showing  that  the  Government  had  never  re- 
ceived mj  dividend  fnm.  its  sUk^  in  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  that  this 
stock  is  mooh  below  par,  and  that  it  is  donbt- 
fa\  whether  it  can  be  converted  into  money  at 
any  priee.  Hr,  W.  said,  as'thia  stock  was  yield- 
ing nothing  to  the  Government,  and  conld  not 
be  sold  for  money,  he  was  willing  to  transfer  it 
for  a  reasonable  eqnlvalent  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. This  equivalent  was,  that  the  State 
of  Maryland  should  cause,  wlOim  a  specked 

giriod,  this  canal  to  be  completed  to  the 
bio  Biver;  and  that  what  completed,  the 
canalf  throtuhout  its  entire  distance,  should  be 
forever  free  »r  the  transportation  of 'any 
erty,  troops,  or  seamen  of  the  United  Btatra, 
without  tiie  payment  of  any  toll  or  ohat^ 
whatever.  This  bill  then  invMved  the  ezeroise 
of  no  doubtfol  nor  disputed  oonstitudcnal 
power,  bnt  dm|dy  provided  fbr  the  rale  l(nr  a 
reasonable  equlnlent  of  tiiia  stock  to  tiie  Sti^ 
of  Maryland. 

The  biU  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boada  and  Canals. 


E0U8K  OrRSPBKSEZrrATITBB. 
TuxsDAT,  January  8. 
Jforwy  received  for  Oustom. 
Mr.  HrHTBH,  of  Yirsinia,  asked  leave  of  the 
House  to  present  and  nave  indnted  the  fidlow- 
ing  resolutitm : 

Retolvedy  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appi^nted 
to  Inqaire  Into  the  expediency  of  reporting  %  |hU 
which  shall  provide : 

1.  That  all  money  herafter  to  be  receired  by  the 
United  States  for  eiwtoma,  shall  be  paU  on  foar  cer- 
tain days  fixed,  at  intervals  of  time  moiitha,  the 
duties  required  by  die  existhw  laws  to  be  paid  in 
cash,  to  be  secorM  by  bonds  wnh  approved  seourity, 
bearing  biterest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  eantom  per  an> 
num  from  its  date  antU  pdd,  ^nd  payable  at  the  next 
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fixed  qoarteriy  day,  unlen  it  bean  date  within 
twenty  days  of  that  period,  In  iriiich  cue  it  is  to  be 
pey^le  on  the  next  succeeding  day  fixed  for  pay- 
ments to  the  United  Stetes.  Bnt  if  the  importer  be 
entitled  to  credit  under  the  existing  laws,  the  sum 
due  is  to  be  dhididthed  1^  a  discount  at  ^  rate  vt 
six  per  centmn  for  the  time  throii^  wiiicfa  the  said 
OKW  extenda,  and  the  som  thos  asoertained  to  be  Sfr- 
eored  by  bond  as  aforeeaid  under  the  Umitationa 
abore  prescribed. 

2.  iW  all  debts  due  from  the  United  States  dull 
be  made  payai)le,  so  far  as  practicabie,  on  four  cer- 
tain days,  occurring  at  intervals  of  three  months,  and 
fixed  at  ^enty  days  req>ectively  after  the  days  fixed 
as  aforesdd  for  payment  to  the  Uidted  Stateai 
These  debts,  hi  all  cases  when  practicable,  to  be 
made  payaUe  at  the  next  day  of  disbnrsemoit,  unless 
incurred  within  twenty  days  t>f  that  time ;  in 
case  to  be  payable  at  tbe  second  succeeding  day  fixed 
for  that  purpose.  But  if  the  public  creditor  should 
fail  to  present  Us  claim  at  the  plaoe  at  which  it  ia 
payable  when  due,  or  within  ■—  -  ■  days  of  that 
tbne,  tiMU  the  Uidted  Slates  to  be  abacdved  from  all 
respondtuii^  for  any  failure  in  the  disbuiting  a^ent 
at  that  place-  to  pa^  the  sud  creditor :  Prmnded^ 
houmer^  That  the  said  agent  and  bis  sureties  shall  be 
liable,  in  their  individufu  c^)acity,  to  pay  to  the  said 
creditor  any  sums  received  for  his  use,  upon  demand, 
and  witfiout  interest. 

8.  That  all  requiritlons  on  the  neasory  Depart* 
ment  by  other  Departments  of  this  Government  for 
sums  to  be  diabuieed  at  the  next  day  fixed  for  that 
purpose,  ahaU  be  mads  at  least  twen^  days  before 
the  day  fixed  for  pubtio  reotfpts,  uid  next  snnnondlng 
that  of  the  reqnirition. 

4.  Tbattbe  Becretary  of  the  Ttaasniy  aftera  oom- 
parison  of  the  UaUUties  to  and  from  Ae  Govenunen^ 
at  the  next  suceeeding  days  of  receipt  and  Hb- 
bnisemoit,  shall  ascertain  the  probable  stnplusirlddt 
will  be  due  to  the  United  States  npon  the  next  qoar- 
teriy day  of  receipt,  after  collecting  what  will  be  snffl- 
dent  to  disohaige  the  debts  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  next  disboising  day,  tf^ther  with  what- 
ever sum  may  be  needM  as  a  cadi  surplus  for  enter- 
gendfls  of  tiie  Department  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
Ibe  debtors  of  Om  Uidted  Btates  to  be  entitled  to  an 
extended  ereiUt  npon  the  snrpltw  thus  asDertalned, 
upon  their  giving  bonds,  with  ^>proved  snreties, 
bearing  interest  as  aforesdd,  up  to  tiio  quarteriy  day 
of  the  receipts  next  soooeedtng  that  at  which  the  <Hi- 
ginal  bond  was  due.  Each  public  debtor  offering  se- 
curity as  afbresaid,  to  be  entitled  to  tins  fiuths 
credit  upon  on  equal  proportion  of  Us  ddit;  wiiicfa 
proportion  is  to  be  specified  by  public  advertisement 
of  the  Secretary  of^  the  Treasury,  at  least  twen^ 
days  before  the  next  succeeding  day  of  receipt  But 
all  bonds  given  for  the  surplus  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
wholly  collected  at  the  next  quarter  when  due,  before 
any  portion  ia  demanded  of  their  bonds  given,  wliea 
tiie       for  duties  was  increased. 

The  resolatioa  was  then  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


XS  BKKATB. 

WaDinBDAT,  January  9. 
AntirSlanwy  and  Anti-Textu  Annexation  Psfj- 
tions. 

Mr.  FBKNnsa  pres«ited  certain  resolutions 
of  the  I^giaiitare  of  the  State  at  VomfHitk  In- 
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stractang  their  Benators  "iai  requesting  their 
BepresentatiTes  to  nee  their  efforts  to  prevent 
Oie  passage  of  any  law  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  Union,  and  to  procnre  the  passage 
of  a  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Colnmhia,  and  the 
Territories  of  the  Union — and  of  the  slave-trade 
between  the  several  States;  and  also  protesting 
against  certmn  resolntions  (ATnxETON'e)  adoptep' 
by  tjie  House  of  Kepresentatives,  as  anconstiti^ 
tional ;  which  Kr.  P.  moved  should  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ord«%d  to  be  printed. 

The  question  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fostkb, 
divided,  and  the  first  diviaon  was  agreed  to. 

The  qnestion  ooming  up  on  the  second  divi- 
toffa.  viz :  to  print  the  resolntion, 

Mr.  pBENTisa  said  he  had  vaaio  the  motion 
to  print  these  resolattons,  hecatue  he  sappoaed 
it  would  be  an  act  of  proper  conrtqw-  to  the 
L^fiUtore  from  whom  they  come,  nhea  he 
presented  them,  he  had  not  the  lightest  idea 
that  any  serioos  objections  wonld  be  made  to 
them,  or  that  they  wonld  excite  any  debate,  and 
he  would  say  to  gentlemen  of  the  Sonth,  that 
the  course  which  they  were  pursuing  was  pre- 
cisely the  course  to  increase  the  number,  and 
augment  the  strength  of  the  Abolitionists: 
and  ho  thonghtit  in  other  reBpeotsimpoIitio  and 
iqjurions,  as  well  as  wrong  and  unreasonable  in 
itaelt 

The  virtual  n^ection  of  petitions  here  was 
regarded  as  an  infraction  of  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, and  this  was  connected  wi^  the  ^eat 
subject  of  abolition,  and  had  given  to  it  a^wer 
not  properly  its  own,  so  that  those  who  were 
opposed  to  extreme  and  premature  measures, 
and  who  wished  to  prevent  useless  excitement 
and  agitation,  found  themselves  powerless  in 
consequence  of  this  connection ;  and  if  this 
course  were  persisted  in,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  give  way  entirely.  Mr.  P.  trusted  these  res- 
olutions would  be  printed  as  an  act  of  common 
oourtesy,  and  he  called  forth©  yeas  wid  nays  on 
the  question,  whioh  were  mrdered. 

Hr.  OuHouN  confessed  that  he  was  amazed 
when  be  saw  a  gentieman  of  the  oalmneaa  and 
correct  judffmmt  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
pursuing  t£e  course  that  he  did.  That  there 
should  be  any  man  of  any  intelligence  what- 
ever, who  did  not  see  that  this  question  strikes 
at  the  very  foundation  of  the  Union,  alienating 
one  portion  of  it  from  l^e  other,  and  that  it 
tended  to  the  overthrow  of  the  best  hopes  of 
mankind,  indeed  surprised  him.  Sot  was  it 
less  wonderful  to  him,  that  any  gentleman  of 
that  description  should  pretend  to  say  that  the 
best  oourse  of  Southern  gentlemen  was  to  per- 
mit tlie  Abolitionists  to  come  here  and  urge  tiie 
qnestioa  whenever  they  pleased.  They  tell  ns, 
Bud  Hr.  C,  that  we  have  no  right  to  our  own 
estates ;  that  a  large  part  of  our  property  is  held 
withont  law ;  and  tliat  they  have  the  right  to 
come  here  week  after  week,  year  after  year, 
questioning  our  right  to  it,  and  calumniating  our 
character,  while  the  best  mode  for  us  to  pursue 
is  to  he  quiet.  Sir,  said  ICr.  0^  I  woold  not 
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have  made  these  observatjons  if  the  remab 
that  called  them  forth  had  not  come  from 
spectable  quarter.  The  course  of  the  geiitkua 
from  Vermont  was  a  striking  proof  thtt  cq 
all  qnestions  of  deep  excitement  the  strong» 
minds  may  be  carried  away.  Mr.  0.  would  nj 
to  the  Senator  &om  Vermont,  that  thii  thiif  | 
must  be  arrested  at  home,  by  strong  meisarei 
or  the  South  would  take  care  of  itself. 

Mr.  Pbbnttss  said  that  he  had  stmpt; 
that  these  resolutions  misbt  be  priiitd.ui 
mark  of  the  courtesy  usoa^Qj  evinced  toStita 
of  this  Union.  He  did  not  enter  into  mrm 
ment  on  the  qnestion  of  aholitlm.  ^wier  hi 
nor  any  other  Senator  .from  tl^  Kortb  bid,  z 
any  occarion,  been  ftnind  to  aetata  that  qtb- 
tion.  The  fault.  If  It  was  one,  lay  in  auoi^ 
quarter.  -  He  wished  merely  to  disdiarge  a 
obvioos  duty.  If  he  found  it  certun  tw  be 
could  not  carry  out  his  own  opini<mfl  u  tk 
subject  of  slavery,  which  he  traced  wereir£ 
known,  he  thought  it  best  to  dei^r  tlie  attcmp 
to  a  more  favorable  opportunity.  These 
lutions  were  passed  by  the  L^^datmie  d  Ts- 
mont  in  consequence  of  petitions  requiring  tbc 
passage.  They  were  resolntions  of  instroetitc 
and  so  fiu-  as  he  was  concerned,  he  wiElKdio 
disdiane  the  dn^  imposed  npon  hfan. 

Mr.  EiHQ  found  no  foiilfc  vith  the  Boib 
from  Vennont  for  dischi^;ii!^  his  duty  to  ]k 
State,  in  presenting  sach  resohitfons  u  tin; 
thought  proper   to  charge  him  Be 
waived,  therefore,  under  these  conddenfi(u 
any  objections  to  receiving  these  resolntioii 
They  came  from  a  sovereign  State ;  bat^kit-  i 
er-tiiat  State  was  tme  to  the  principles  vbict  . 
should  govern  every  member  of  the  Oif*^"- 
acy,  was  another  question.   "With  regard  to 
prayer  of  these  r^olutions,  every  man  of  «e- 
mon  intdligence  knew  that  if  it  were  gmttc 
this  Union  would  not  last  twenty-four  hom 
He  knew  that  he  and  every  man  from  tbitM'- 
tion  of  the  Union  wMch  wonld  be  so  gro^ 
outraged  by  such  «  measure,  wonld  instnt^i 
on  the  adoption  <tf  it,  retire  from  thetrKU^ 
He  wonld,  m  sach  an  event,  return  to  hbos- 
stitnents,  and  tell  them  that  the  &mj«i 
broken,  tiie  constitution  violated,  and  tls 
property  taken  way  from  them,  and  that  be, » 
theur  representative,  could  render  them  no  fm-  I 
ther  service  by  remaining  where  he  was. 
lieving  that  such  would  ha  the  inevitaUe  cto- 
sequences  of  carrying  out  the  doctrines  w- 
tdned  in  these  resolutions,  he  could  not  couai' 
to  ^ve  them  any  circulation.   What  we  i!" 
object  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  m  wisiw^ 
to  have  these  resolutions  printed)  IheSoi- 
tor  hhneelf  dedaied  that  he  ^  not  expect 
suoh  tiling  as  aetion  on  those  resoIntmiB; 
yet  he  wished  to  hare  them  printed:  fiTTM' 
To  give  efioouraffement  to  tbese  |)eoide,  tosw 
out  more  memorials  to  act  on  their  Le^sJsmt 
inducing  them  to  interfere  with  matters  mw 
do  not  belong  to  them.   If  that  was  the  objert  i 
of  the  gentieman,  and  he  trusted  and  beliffft  I 
it  was  not^  he  might  have  some  reason  for  nig- 
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ing  the  printing  of  these  papers ;  but  as  be  bad 
a  great  respect  for  the  gentleman,  and  believed 
that  he  had  no  raoh  object  hi  view,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  oonoeiTe  -why  he  persisted  in  the  motion. 
Be  thanked  the  gentleman  for  warning  the 
Sonth  of  what  became  their  dnty,  onder  the 
present  state  of  excitement  on  this  sabjeot  Sir, 
said  Ur.  K.,  wo  will  disoharge  onr  duty  to  oar- 
selTOS  uid  our  constitnenta,  vithont  asking  ad- 
Tice  from  the  gentleman  from  Yermont,  or  from 
his  Legislatnro,  or  the  Legislatnre  of  any  other 
State.  He  had  hoped  that  they  wonld  have 
been  spared,  in  this  body,  the  agitating  of  this  ex- 
citing snhject.  He  knew  that  it  had  taken  place 
elsewhere  in  a  manner  higSl7  disgraceful,  bat 
he  had  confidently  expected  that  this  body 
would  escape  it,  and  that  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont would  be  the  last  man  to  bring  it  up.  Hi 
regretted  the  necessity  of  making  th^  flaw  obser^ 
Tations,  bnt  he  was  oompelled  to  do  so,  because 
he  thought  the  Senator  from  Yennont  wasforc- 
Sng  this  matter  beyond  what  was  ueoessary. 

Mr.  Ltthpkin  s^d  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
move  that  the  motion  to  print  be  laid  upon  the 
!    table.   Bat  before  he  submitted  tiiat  motion,  ho 
I    would  remark  that  he  folly  concurred  in  the  re- 
,    marks  of  tiio  Senators  from  South  Carolina  and 
,    Alabama.  (Mr.  Oalhovn  and  Kr,  Knro.)  And 
,    that  be  felt  no  disposition  to  countenance  or  re- 
f    spect  attempts  to  agitate  the  qaeetion  of  slavery, 
the  more,  Deoause  it  was  brought  before  the 
,    Senate  by  the  proceedings  of  a  sovereign  State. 
,    No,  sir,  a^d  Mr.  L.,  the  agitation  ct  this  ques- 
,    tion,  by  obscure  and  Ignorant  individuals,  is 
harmless  and  innocent,  when  compared  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  L^islature  of  Vermont. 
Yet  the  Senator  from  Vermont  fMr.  Pbbntiss) 
admonishes  the  South  to  be  oooi  and  quiet,  to 
disregard  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  constant- 
ly warring  o^nst  their  rights  and  interests. 
Sir,  Biud  Mr.  X.,  this  advice  reminds  me  of  a 
robber,  who,  while  he  has  his  hand  in  my  pock- 
'    et,  taking  from  me  that  to  which  he  baa  nb  just 
:    claim,  ceases  not  to  admonish  me  to  be  quiet^  be 
'  easy — ^he  will  do  me  no  harm.    Every  lever  of 
'    this  Union  should  cease  to  agitate  thisquestion. 
!    The  interference  Ot  the  Abolitionists  and  their 
I    snpporters'with  the  domestio  oonoems  of  the 
'    Boutii  is  daily  becoming  more  ofltorive.  These 
'    proceedings  are  rapidly  alienating  the  ttfeotions 
'     of  one  portion  of  the  Union  from  the  other. 
I     We  should  circulate  nothing  from  this  Senate 
I     calonlated  to  increase  excitement  and  prejudice. 
Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  move  to  lay 
tlie  motion  to  print  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Lmcp* 
xin's  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  i»int  cm  the 
table,  and  carried— yeas  29,  nays  8. 


MosDAT,  January  14. 
UTorth  Carolina  Seaotution*  agamtt  Ae  Ind^ 
pendmU  Tnanay. 

Mr.  Bnowir  said  be  rose  to  present  to  the 
Senate  certain  resolutions  wmeh  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Oeneral  Aisembly  fflf  tiie  State  of 
Toi.XnL-46 


North  Carolina,  at  their  late  BessLon,  expressive 
of  th^  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  some 
of  the  important  measures  and  questians  of 
public  pobcy,  whlofa  have  been,  and  now  are, 
pending  before  the  country.  However  unoonr- 
teous  scHue  of  the  language  was  in  r^u'enoe  to 
a  late  act  of  this  body,  which  it  had  pOTforaied 
in  the  exercise  of  its  high  constitutional  powers, 
and  profoundly  as  he  regretted  tliat  expressions 
denoting  from  the  respect  due  to  this  body 
were  embraced  in  the  resolutions,  yet  he  ooiQd 
not  heatate,  in  obedience  to  a  proper  sense  of 
respect  to  tbe  Legislatnre  of  his  Bt^  to  o^Ter 
them,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contained 
in  one  of  the  resolutions. 

It  was  alike  due  to  himself,  to  his  constituents, 
and  to  the  importance  of  tbe  occasion  itseU;  to 
sbite  very  expli^y  the  view  he  took  of  the 
resolutions,  and  the  course  which  high  consid- 
erations of  public  doty  required  that  he  ^ould 
pursue  in  regard  to  them.  He  felt  the  deep  re- 
spotLubility  under  which  he  acted,  and  had 
given  to  the  subject  that  anxious  deliberation 
which  its  public  importance  and  tbe  great  ques- 
tions of  public  interest  involved  in  it  demanded. 

In  r^rd  to  most  of  the  resolutions,  it 
Would  readily  be  perceived  that  the  opinions 
expressed  in  them  directiy  conflict  with  the 
course  which  he  bad  heretofore  pursued  on  the 
measures  of  public  ^Ucy  to  which  they  refer, 
and  that  a  principle  is  asserted  in  one  of  them, 
in  regard  to  a  (question  of  constitutional  power, 
entirely  at  variance  with  his  vote  on  tbe  leao- 
lutioo  ordering;  the  expunction  at  llie  oondomr 
natory  resolution  passed  against  Ftesident  Juikr 
son,  for  removing  the  public  deponts  from  tiie 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  relation  to 
extravagant  expenditure,  and  Executive  patron- 
age, referred  to  by  two  others  of  the  residu- 
tions,  his  votes  would  most  abnndantiy  prove 
that  his  whole  course  had  been,  since  faon(»«d 
with  a  seat  in  that  body,  to  diminish  both  as 
far  as  it  was  practicable  for  him  to  do  so. 

Having  very  briefly  adverted  to  the  political 
character  of  tbe  resolutions,  the  next  iiunijy 
which  presents  itself  for  c<H)sideration  is,  whetii- 
er  they  are  to  be  viewed  by  my  honimlde  col- 
league and  myself  as  instructions,  or  as  tiie 
mere  ezpresrions  of  the  opinions  of  the  Le^s- 
lature,  leaving-  us  to  a  discretionary  power  In 
ezercisiog  our  Judgments  on  the  Hubjecta  to 
which  they  relate.  That  they  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  tnifrucftons,  the  proo^  to  his 
miod,  were  clear  and  irresistible.  They  do  not, 
on  their  face,  profess  to  in$truet,  bat,  on  the 
contrary,  that  word,  or  any  other  of  mandatory 
import,  is  omitted  with  the  most  guarded  cau- 
tion ;  omitted  no  doubt  not  by  accident,  but  by 
design.  What  conld  have  been  tiie  intention 
for  omitting  it  ?  The  motive  dearly  was,  not 
to  opmmlt  the  party  passii^  these  resolntlrau 
to  the  doctrine  of  instmetions.  Whenever, 
sidd  Mr.  B.,  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  North 
Oarolina  haa  thoufdit  pn^>6r,  on  fbnuer  oooa- 
aions,  to  resort  to  tne  ^eat  Bepul^oan  prind- 
pto  of  inBtmetloo,  it  haa  tpokm  oat  in  bdd, 
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{rank,  and  nnei^mTocBl  langoage.  It  baa,  by 
directlj  instracting  the  Senators  representing 
the  State,  taken  the  responBibility  on  itselt  of 
the  rote  which  it  commanded  them  to  give. 
A  poBitive  command,  hy  iDBtmctiona,  from  the 
Legislatare  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  to  give  a 
particular  vote,  places  the  rote  under  the  control 
of  the  Legislature,  and  is,  in  effect,  the  vote  of  the 
power  eomnuuiding  it ;  thereby  taking  from  the 
Senator  all  discretion,  and  conseqaenuy,  reliev- 
ing him  from  all  respooribility  to  the  people  of 
tfao  State.  The  Legislature,  therefore,  does  not 
take  on  itself  the  responsibifity  of  the  Senator's 
vote  unless  it  iiutrvett  him.  On  the  coDtrary, 
if  it  declines  to  instruct  him,  it  declines  taking 
the  responsibility  of  his  vote,  and,  therefore, 
has  no  right  to  expect  him  to  express  their 
opinions  when  they  refose  to  take  on  them- 
selves the  conseqnences  of  his  vote  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State.  The  Lc^ature  of  North 
Oarolina  has  long  since  eatabliahed  the  principle 
that  they  had  the  right  to  itutrvetf  and  >  so 
easantial  has  the  employment  of  that  w«d  been 
considered  to  the  efficacy  of  re8<dnti<His  of  in- 
Btraetion,  that  the  Republicans  of  that  State 
have  invariably  employed  it  on  all  great  occa- 
rioDs  when  they  intended  to  command  the  votes 
of  their  Senators. 

Mr.  B.  said  in  referring  to  the  journals  of  the 
Senate,  he  perceived  that  the  late  venerable  Hr. 
Hacon,  then  a  member  of  this  body,  had  pre- 
aented  resolutions,  passed  by  the  Legi^ture 
of  North  Carolina  at  their  sesuon  of  1816,  in- 
stracting ^eir  Senators  to  endeavor  to  procore 
oertun  amendments  to  the  constitution  m  rela- 
tion to  the  mode  of  electii^  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Uoited  States.  The  Legiala- 
tnre  which  adopted  them  resolved,  in  me  of 
the  resdntious,  "  that  our  Senatcmi  m  the  Oon- 
gress  of  the  United  States  be  itutrvetedy  and 
our  Representatives  be  requested,  to  endeavor 
to  obtun  the  sud  amendment  to  the  ConsUtn- 
tion  of  the  United  States.**  At  the  sucoeedhig 
seuicm  of  the  L^^slatnre  of  North  Carolina  the 
same  resolutions  were  again  adopted,  and  again 
flSBwied,  in  the  same  language,  uie  right  of  in- 
stmotion.  That  the  General  Assembly  then 
oonaidered  mandatory  lui^age  as  essential  to 
instructions  is  most  strikmgly  obvious,  from 
the  marked  di8tancti(m  between  the  terms  em- 
ployed by  them  in  &n  resolntiona  to  the  Soia- 
ton  and  the  Befaesentatives  in  Coqeresa.  The 
former  are  expressly  "  itutnuted,^  ^  lattor 
are  merely  ^^requetted,"  to  pwform  their  will. 
It  is.  therefore,  perfectly  clear,  from  the  use  of 
the  tetter  term  to  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, over  whose  vote  the  Lesidatore  never 
professed  to  have  any  control,  that  a  mere  ex- 
presraon  of  opinion,  unaccompanied  by  instruo- 
tions,  never  was  viewed  by  diem  as  obligatory 
on  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  This 
great  right  had  been  repeatedly  since  asserted, ' 
and  exercised  in  the  same  laogna^  of  com- 
mand, to  their  Senators,  by  successive  L^isla- 
tnres  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  period  jost 
nferred  to  down  to  its  aeaiaxm  of  1884^  wlu» 


they  reasserted  and  exercised,  in  poadTt  &: 
unequivocal  language,  the  right  of  uatrrj-. 
on  the  questioa  oi  erounging  from  the  jiWLi; 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaixA  tk  na- 
tions condemnatory  of  President  JacksoL  It 
long-oontinned  practice,  tberefixe,<^tkh^- 
latnre  of  that  State,  in  regard  to  iUEbacikt 
shows  TOT  otMidanTdy,  that  whownr  t-- 
have  intmaed  to  take  all  ^seretion  fm^ 
Senators  in  regard  to  any  particolsr  nt^^ 
tiiey  have  expreedy,  and  in  |didn  linga^i^c- 
strocted. 

Mr.  B.  eaxif  he  hetd,  when  reaolnUcnufm 
ly  instructing  had  passed  a  Imelative  H. 
that  it  was  not  competent  to  go  bejond  tbt:- 
Btmctions  themselves  to  ascertain  the  wic, 
of  the  Legislatare :  bat  when  instrnctioiii  i-; 
j|ot  given,  on  the  lace  of  the  resolutjoos,  1: 
was  competent  to  look  beyond  thm  tutr 
at  the  intentions  of  those  pasung  tbeiL  I 
adverted  to  an  amendment  offered  m  :- 
branches  of  the  L^slatare^  when  the  t^- 
Horn  were  before  them,  pnnwdng  to  mut.i- 
word"JMftwf,"  and  which  was  rnKWi; 
the  vnanimout  vote  of  tiie/rieruU  of  tu  mi. 
tious,  in  bol^  instances.  This  act,  in  bso;:- 
i<Hi,  was  decifdve  of  the  question,  and  p'^ 
that  those  who  passed  them  did  not  ioic:^' 
commit  themselves,  by  their  acts,  to  tbe  i::- 
trine  of  instrnction. 

Tiie  resolations  did  not  merely  omit  u: 
struct,  but  tiiey  contained,  on  their  face,  op 
sions  which  constituted  a  direct  attack <xl'^ 
great  fundamental  principle  of  the  Bepst^)^ 
creed.  They  declare  that  act  of  tbe  Seu:= 
the  United  States,  expan|^ng  fhsn  its 
the  cradenmatory  resolution  aguost  Fns^ 
Ja(dDion,tohavebeen"an  aei^pmt)iB(.- 
if,ealeulatedtodeffrad«  theSeaaU." 

Mr.  B.  Bud,  BO  for  as  hia  own  TOteW» 
any  agency  in  carrying  into  e£^  that  jos-f 
tence,  vindicatory  of  the  constitution  ' 
liberties  of  .the  people,  both  of  which  hid  tr: 
wantonly  assailed  in  the  nnauthoriied  and  ^] 
just  sentence  against  tiie  Chief  Kagistr^- 
tiie  nation,  that  he  had  acted  und«r  ixsdtt- 
passed  by  the  Legislature  his  State,  ei>BiB^^ 
uifr  it  to  be  done.  He  believed  a  muoricj  >:^- 
State  LegisUtures  of  the  Union  bad  al<uFff 
similar  instructions  to  theUr  Senators.  Ifi  ti^ 
fore,  the  doetaine  of  instruction  be  ccotk^*'^ 
power  ia  tliare  that  can  rightfully  arnigs  - 
motives  of  those  who  have  only  acted  ino^- 
enoo  to  it,  and  oanied  ont  the  will  of  tboif = 
der  whose  commands  they  have  perfoniK^J-' 
act  reouired  to  be  done  I  To  impeaeliit^ 
fore,  the  motives  <rf  those,  thus  acting  i^^^ 
instmotiona,  is  a  direct  attack  on  the  pnEf^: 
of  instrnction,  and,  ia  effect,  a  denial  of 
ridht  to  instnict. 

Bijt  in  order  to  have  all  doubt  remow»: 
the  intention  oi  those  who  psssed  ^ 
honorable  niUeague  and  hiniseu  had  a^i^ 
a  respectful  communication  to  the 
of  their  State,  asking  to  be  informed  if 
dntifHU  wereto  batakaiaaiDstnictioB^  " 
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-  had  pablicly  declared  that  wo  woold  obej  or 
restgOL  if  tnttrueted.  We  oonddered,  that  to 
have  aona  oithw  under  resoInMons  not  contain- 
ing instractioiu,  was  not  required  by  onr  pledge, 
and  wonld  bare  bem  a  manlfeBt  dereliction  of 

Sublic  doty^  under  all  the  dromnstances.  We 
esired,  then,  pn^kor  groond  to  stand  on.  If  we 
resigned,  we  wished  to  do  so  under  the  great 
principle  of  instmotion,  and  not  under  resoln- 
tiona  in  which  it  was  not  recogniied.  The 
Legislature,  tiins  candidly  and  respeotAilly  ap- 
pealed to,  have  refused,  in  terme  not  very  ooor- 
teou9,  to  give  any  further  information  as  to  the 
question  of  Instruction. 

When  the  issue  was  thus  £tirly  presented,  we  , 
bad  a  right  to  ex|>ect,  on  every  principle  of 
candor,  an  emphatic  eipresuon  of  opinion  one 
way  or  the  oUier,  in  reward  to  the  intentions 
of  the  LegislBtnre  on  the  qoestlon  of  instmo- 
tion. If  mey  had  asserted  their  intention  to 
instruct^  I  was  prepu«d,  as  is  known  to  many 
of  my  mends,  instantly  to  have  surrendered 
to  them  tiie  public  trust  which  I  hold.  They, 
bowover,  agam  decline  to  assert  the  principle 
of  in  strnction,  in  the  resolution  passed  by  them, 
and  thus  afford  clear  and  onqnestionable  proof 
that  they  do  not  iutend  to  commit  themselves 
to  the  doctrine.  Which  of  tiie  parties  had  act- 
ed in  good  f^th — those  addressug  the  commu- 
nication, and  soliciting  an  ezpresraon  of  opin- 
ion on  a  plain  qnestioii,  to  wiadh  an  answer  was 
easy^  and  whion  th^  deemed  important  to  the 
pnbbo  libertr,  as  irall  as  to  the  regidatiim  of 
their  own  condnot — or  those  who  bad  declined 
to  answer  it?  He  would  appoal  to  the  honest 
and  intd%6nt  judgment  m  aia  constttnents  to 
decide. 

When,  therefore,  he  took  into  view  the  cir- 
cumstances which  formed  a  part  of  the  history 
of  the  resolntiona,  the  guarded  caution  with 
which  the  party  passing  them  avoided  conumt- 
ting  themselvos  on  the  record  to  the  right  ot 
instruction,  and  the  open  and  avowed  hostility 
of  some  of  those  voting  for  the  resolutions  to'  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  the  direct  attadc  on  that 
^eat  principle  itsel£  on  the  &ce  of  the  resolu- 
tions and  the  refusal  of  the  Legislature,  on  a 
candid  appeal  made  to  them,  to  assevt  the  right 
— the  most  irre^tible  proof  Is  afforded,  by 
positive  acts,  that  they  (the  Legislature)  did  not 
intend  to  recognize  the  right  of  instruction ; 
and  if  not,  on  what  principle  of  h(mor,  or  by 
what  right,  either  moral  or  political,  ean  it  be 
expected  that  they  will  be  considered  and  acted 
on  by  others  as  instmctiona  t 

The  resolutions  profess  to  speak  the  will  of 
the  people.  If  they  were  iustmctions,  he  ad- 
mitted that  they  would  be  obligatory  in  the 
fiillest  sense  of  the  term ;  but  they  were  not, 
and  did  not  profess  to  be,  and  tiierefore  the 
question  as  respects  pnblio  opinioi],  as  well  as 
every  other  in  relation  to  them,  is  open  to  the 
freest  inqolry.  He  did  not, .  himself,  brieve 
that  they  expressed  public  opinitHi,  as  to  many  of 
the  impcotant  topics  under  which  th^  under- 
take to  declare  it.  HebdkredtbApec^ofUie 


State  had  heard  with  ntter  surprise,  that  the 
subject  of  the  expunging  resolutions  had  been 
introduced.  It  was  a  twio  that  had  not  hem 
brought  before  them  at  the  elections,  and  there- 
fore could  not  have  been  anticipated.  Again, 
he  did  not  believe  they  expressed  public 
opinion,  as  no  question  hod  ever  been  brought 
more  directly  and  immediately  before  the  peo- 
ple of  Korth  Carpliua  than  was  that,  ut  tiie 
elections  in  18&4,  involving  the  coarse  of  Pres-  ' 
ident  Jackson  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  justice  of  ezpuD^ng  the 
sentence  pronounced  against  him  from  the  jonr- 
nals  of  the  Senate. 

The  Legidature,  at  its  session  of  1884,  in 
obedience  to  that  public  will,  commanded  their 
Senators,  by  express  instructions,  to  vote  for  it. 
The  people  ele«^  two  successive  Lerislatores, 
vhUsb.  ratified  and  re-affirmed,  in  ^ct,  that 
decision,  as  the  resolntiona  remained  unre- 
voked by  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  in  dero- 
gation of  tbe  well-known  political  consistency 
of  the  people  of  North  Oarolina,  to  suppose  thi^ 
a  decision  so  well  considered,*  and  so  deliberate- 
ly made,  had  been  reversed  by  them.  No  Prea- 
ident  had  ever  been  more  strongly  snstuned 
than  was  President  Jackson,  at  three  successive 
elections,  by  the  people  of  that  State,  whose 
well-earned  fame  the  resolutions  which  tiie 
Legislature  had  passed,  aimed  so  strong  a  blow 
at  He  ooold  not,  therefore,  adnut  that  his 
oonstitoents  had  abandtmed  their  long-cherish- 
ed political  attachments,  and  were  prepand  to 
9iA  in  sacrificing  the  pnblib  character  vi  the  . 
honest  soldier  and  patriot  statwman.  He 
could  not  oonsoit,  therefore,  to  record,  by  his 
vote,  a  sentence  so  derogatory  to  the  people, 
and  to  the  Legislature  of  1884,  to  whose  &vor 
he  was  indebtwl  for  his  re-election.  To  resign, 
wonld,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  tacit  admission,  on 
his  part,  that  the  people  had  changed  their 
<^inu>n  on  this  question,  and  his  acquiescence 
in  the  charge  of  inconsistency  agidnst  them, 
which  it  involved,  which  he  shouM  consider  it 
a  departure  from  his  duty  to  do,  unless  acting 
under  instmctions  that  left  him  no  other  altar- 
nativ^ 

He  had  declared,  In  his  speech  on  t3ie  Owsti- 
tntional  Traasnrr,  and  on  other  occasions,  tibat 
if  instructed  by  his  Legislature,  he  wonld  obey 
or  rengD.  He  had  used  the  word  in  that  sense 
which  conveys  a  meaning  universally  acted  on 
and  understood  by  the  Republican  party  of  this 
country,  and  had  likewise  asserted  it  in  bis 
speeches,  to  be  a  duty,  tn  the  absence  of  instruc- 
tions, to  pursue  the  dictates  qf  his  own  judg- 
ment. In  the  abienee  of  iM^ruetiottM,  therefore, 
his  decision  as  to  the  present  resolutions,  which 
did  not  recognize,  in  any  part  of  them,  that 
right,  was  entirely  consistent  with  his  often 
renewed  declarations  on  that  sul^ect- 

The  course  which  his  coDeagne  and  hunself  ' 
felt  booud  to  take,  fron»a  high  sense  of  pnblio 
dutjb  on  this  oocasloD,  involved  not  simply  the 
questioii  of  what  was  due  to  themselves  and 
tbeir  own  prind^tos—mot  riinpljrft  question  of 
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mere  party  aacendency,  bat  it  invcdred  qnes- 
tiotks  of  far  more  transoendent  importanee.  It 
InTolred  a  great  principle  of  popular  liberty.  If 
they  reined  their  seato,  they  indirectly  aided  in 
attaining  the  great  fhndamental  ri^t  of  instmo- 
tion,  whidb  the  resolntions,  on  their  face,  not 
only  attacked,  as  he  had  already  shown,  but,  by 
their  anqnestionablo  tendency,  went  to  over- 
throw. They  in  effect,  as  he  hod  shown,  con- 
tiuned  a  denial  of  thai  doctrine.  For  ua,  there- 
fore, to  acquiesce  in  them,  by  obedience  or  res- 
ignation, wonld  aid  in  snbverting  a  principle 
long  consecrated  in  the  Republican  creed.  If 
they  anffered  themselves,  by  indirection,  to  be 
driven  tnm  the  post  which  the  public  had  as- 
^gned  them,  he  conld  not  permit  himself  to 
donbt  that  the  very  party  that  had  passed  the 
resolntiont,  would  point  to  them  to  prove  that 
their  politieal /Hendt  had  never  admitted  the 
dootnae  of  instruction.  We  should  thus  be 
accessory  to  the  establishment  of  the  doctrine 
that  the  people,  through  their  Legislature,  had 
no  right  to  instnuit.  We  should  thus  contrib- 
nte  to  establish  the  doctrine  that  Senators  of 
the  Federal  party,  if  hereafter  elected  bom  the 
State,  would  be  licensed  to  disobey  iDstmctions, 
and  should  he  irresponsible  to  the  people,  as 
they  would  no  doubt  quote  thetc  v«ry  retolvr 
tioTu  to  prove  that  instructions  were  no  part 
of  tA«ir  political  creed.  It  would,  therefore, 
(repeated  Mr.  B.,)  be,  in  effect,  an  attack  on  the 
dootrine  of  instruction,  if  we  acquiesced  in  them 
either  by  obedience  or  rerignation,  and  would 
he  a  surrender  of  a  great  question  of  public  lib- 
erty. Thus  we  should  be  placing  in  the  hands 
of  a  political  party,  already  denying  the  right 
of  instruction,  and  asserting  other  daugerons 
doctrines  in  regard  to  popmar  rights,  an  im- 
mense engine  to  beat  down  those  rights.  It 
was  placing  in  their  hands  an  instrument  which 
wonld  serve  as  a  sword  to  use  against  their  po- 
litical adversaries,  and  would  at  the  some  time 
be  naed  as  a  shield  to  $helter  and  protect  ihem- 
teheSy  when  in  power.  fit>nt  instructions.  He, 
therefore,  ahoold  eonnder  tiie  abandonment  of 
bis  post,  under  such  dreamstanoes,  as  an  aban- 
donment of  his  duty  to  the  people  whom  he 
represented,  and  as  betraying  n  want  of 
firmness  to  meet  the  crisis.  He  could  not  re- 
spect himself  if  he  were  to  do  it,  and  he  sin- 
cerely trusted  that  his  high-minded  and  intelli- 
gent constituents  wonld  appreciate  his  motives 
and  the  delicacy  of  his  situation.  He  had  been 
sustained  by  them  with  a  firmness  and  fixedness 
of  purpose,  for  a  period  of  more  than  nine 

Sears,  through  many  trying  and  difficult  efents 
1  pnblio  afuirs,  that  impressed  him  with  an 
indelible  sense  of  gratitude. 

He  had  never  eone^t  office  nw  doired  it  for 
htms^;  nor  had  any  of  those  connected  with 
him  ever,  throng  his  means,  ei^oy^  office 
under  this  or  the  past  Adn^nistration.  He 
therefore  appealed  to  Bis  constituents  to  decide 
how  far  the  char^  of  "partj/  tervililff*^  ap- 
plied to  him,  or  to  his  pnbnc  course.  In  order 
to  remove  u  donbts  as  to  the  motiTes  whidk 


aotoated  him, -and  to  show  that  hederiredbis 
pnblic  course  should  be  tested  by  the  popular  win 
of  his  State,  at  the  first  State  deetiom  wbidi 
intervened,  be  had  come  to  the  determination 
to  resign  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  the  next  Legislators  of  his  Stste,  vhoi 
they  should  assemble,  for  the  xendae  of  tui 
term  then  remaining. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  felt  deeply,  and  to  its  fnQ 
extent,  the  great  responsibihty  of  his  present 
situation.  But  at  a  great  crisis  in  onr  pDb& 
affairs,  when  the  very  existence  of  freeaoTem- 
ment  was  at  stake,  when  an  evident  ^ort  vu 
making  to  strip  ue  people  of  their  political 
sovereignty,  and,  in  effect,  to  transfer  It  to  lite 
banking  corporations  of  the  country,  he  shoidd 
dare  to  do  his  dn^.  To  falter  nnder  ndi  d^ 
cumatances,  and  in  snob  a  crisis,  and  tosbriik 
from  a  just  responsibility  from  a  fear  of  conse- 
quences, would,  while  it  betrayed  an  unbecom- 
ing timidity,  be  treachery  to  those  wbo  hid 
committed  to  them  their  dearest  ri^ts  and  in- 
terests. His  course,  therefore,  was  taken,  and 
it  was  for  his  eonatitaents  to  decide  on  it; 
and  to  that  decision  he  was  prepared  to  jieU 
with  entire  deference.  . 

Mr.  Stbanob  said :  It  is  with  great  rehe- 
tance,  Mr,  President,  that  I  occupy  the  pab& 
time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  upon  mattes 
whiish  seem  properly  to  rest  between  oar  «»- 
Btituents  and  my  colleague  and  mysell  Two 
considerations,  however,  prompt  metoWcnpT 
a  portion  of  both.   The  one  is,  the  establifhed 

Practice,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  Judge,  pivTBilii^ 
I  this  body,  on  like  occasions ;  and  the  oAk, 
its  being,  in  my  judgment,  the  most  conreniot 
and  respectful  mode  of  throwing  immediatelj 
before  our  constituents  our  purposes,  with  a 
short  statement  of  the  reasons  which  govcrniA 
I  find  myself  in  one  of  the  most  respoa'iible 
positions  I  have  ever  occupied,  and  my  sniicm 
wish  has  been  so  to  act  as  to  eusnre,  at  least, 
the.  unwavering  approbation  of  my  own  t/ao- 
science.  From  my  political  adversaries,  I  han 
learned  to  know,  by  sad  experience,  that  I  hav« 
no  favor  to  hope  for,  and  not  even  justice  to 
expect.  Act  as  I  may,  my  conduct  will  bena- 
represented  and  my  motives  impeached.  Em 
from  my  political  friends,  I  have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend division  in  their  judgment  of  my 
course,  while  I  know  they  will  do  josttco  to  my 
motives. 

The  resolntions  inst  read  come  firom  a  sonrce 
entitled  to  my  highest  respect  and  most  defe^ 
ential  con»deration.  They  are  from  the  l^o- 
lature  of  a  State  to  which  I  am  deeply  indetrt- 
ed,  ways  without  number.  Though  bnt  an 
adopted  son  of  that  State,  she  has  heaped  nprai 
me  kindDesses  fer,  very  far,  beyond  my  de»ert& 
and  I  have  ei\)oyM  golden  <^inions  far  beyond 
mymerltsfrom  an  8<ntB  of  people.  Thougbn<^ 
a  native  of  the  State,  there  has  my  heart  fonnd 
the  ottjects  of  its  tenderest  affectitms,  snd  thitb- 
er  does  it  turn  instinctjvely,  when  the  msgw 
word  "home  "  stirs  within  it  those  holy  assowa- 
tions  which  no  other  word  has  power  to  twuta. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  07  OONOBESa 


72& 


Sd  Ssm.] 


Oomiog,  then,  from  mtch  a  soarce,  how  ghidly 
would  1  have  found  myself  able  to  follow  in 
any  direction  to  which  they  might  point  I  how 
cheerfully  have  reposed  upon  each  a  oounaellor, 
and  thrown  off  the  reaponubility  of  acting  upon 
my  own  fallible  judgment  I  Had  these  resolu- 
tioni  been  oonohed  in  temu  of  command,  no 
altematiTe  woold  have  been  left  me  but  obe- 
dience or  resignation.  Coming  as  they  do,  mere- 
ly in  tiie  language  of  oonnsel  or  advice,  I  should 
unhesitatingly  follow  that  counsel  could  I  do  so 
conaistently  with  my  sense  of  daty  and  my 
own  self-respect.  But  the  two  first  of  these 
resolutions  counsel  me  to  that  which  not  all  the 
terrors  of  an  auto  d«/e  could  induce  me  to  per- 
form. QraciouB  Heaven  I  to  place  upon  the 
everlasting  rewards  of  my  country,  my  own 
declaration^  that  I  had  violated  her  constitution, 
upon  the  in&mons  motive  of  party  servilitrr  1 
No  I  sooner  would  I  Ute  off  my  tongue^  and 
spit  it  back  in  the  ftoes  of  those  who  had  eonn- 
selled  snoh  infSuay,  however  high  and  dignified 
the  stations  thoy  might  fill.  No  I  conscious  as 
I  am  of  having  been  actuated  in  what  I  did,  by 
motives  of  the  highest,  the  purest,  the  most 
patriotic,  I  am  proud  to  have  my  name  associ- 
ated with  the  act,  and  am  content  that  posterity 
may  judge  of  me  by  it  alone.  Mistaken  I  may 
have  been,  bat  never  was  corruption  farther 
from  my  heart.  If  those  were  corrupt  who  did 
the  deed,  what  were  the  Legislatures  of  the 
noble  Stages  who  commanded  it  to  be  done  I  I 
myself  ia  the  part  I  acted,  bat  oonfonned  to 
the  «^pnn  iostrootions  of  tiie  Ln^slatnre  ct 
Korth  OaroIhuL  A  Legislatare  elected  when 
that  qoestioa  was  distinct^  before  the  people ; 
and  notwithstanding  those  imtmctions  were 
given,  a  Lc^lature,  a  m^ority  of  which  was 
ntvorable  to  those  instrucnons,  was  again  elect- 
ed. I  oonld  not,  therefore,  with  proper  respect 
to  the  Legidatare  and  people  of  Norui  Oarouna, 
by  whose  command  the  act  was  done,  censure 
it  in  the  manner  proposed,  if  there  was  nothing 
else  to  restrain  me. 

Far  be  tt  from  me,  in  thus  remarking  upon 
the  resolutions,  to  impeach  the  motives  or 
impu^  the  conduct  of  uiose  who  passed  them. 
My  own  opinioa  is,  that  family  qnorrels  should 
never  be  carried  beyond  the  p^emal  domain, 
and,  if  I  have  any  thing  to  complain  (rf  in  the 
temper,  lao^oage,  or  snbstance  of  these  reaola- 
tions, on  a  differenttheatre  will  that  complaint  be 
made.  Here,  at  least,  it  is  my  wish  and  my 
purpose  always  to  speak  respectfully  of  those 
whom  the  people  of  North  Carcdina  shall  see  fit 
to  elevate  to  high  places. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  having  placed 
conformity  to  them  entirely  out  of  the  question, 
it  remoins  to  be  considered  what  is  my  alteriia- 
tive  course.  Were  I  at  liberty  to  consult  the  si^- 
gestions  of  impassioned  personal  pride,  I  should 
certunly  reugn.  It  is  always  easier  to  retreat 
from  a  wfficmty  or  daiUKor  than  to  encoonter  it, 
and  abide  th«  issue.  When  a  man  gets  Into  a 
political  ^fflcoHy,  tho  shades  of  private  1^ 
nave  many  attractive  charms,  and  upon  them 


he  is  apt  to  oast  a  wishful  eye.  For  my  part 
I  acknowledge  tliat  I  feel  myself  in  a  political 
difficulty,  from  which  I  would  willingly  retreat, 
if  I  might  do  so  with  propriety.  But  the  qaes- ' 
tion  is  one  of  duty  simply,  and  not  of  choice. 
If  it  is  not  my  duty  to  resign,  it  is  my  duty  to 
r«naia  here.   One  or  the  other  is  clearly  obU- 

riry  upon  me ;  and  which,  is  the  question  ? 
I  Bud  before,  bad  these  resolntions  been 
coached  in  the  language  of  command,  obedi- 
ence or  resignation  would  have  been  my  duty. 
I  accepted  the  trust  I  now  hold,  under  the  fidl 
knowledge  that  those  who  sent  me  here  expect- 
ed me  to  obey  instructions  when  received,  or 
resign.  Such  is  the  creed  of  the  political  party 
that  elected  m&  and  I  should  disappoint  their 
expectations  if  I-refused  to  act  upon  that  prin- 
ciple; bat,  on  tho  other  hand,  I  should  be 
guilty  of  Veachery  to  Uiem  if,  upon  any  other 
ground  than  a  hign  sense  of  dufy,  I  surrendered 
the  post  to  which  the^y  bare  asdgned  me.  If 
the  Legislative  elections  in  Nortli  Carolina 
were  shortly  to  occar,  my  position  woodd  he 
dear  of  all  difficulty.  I  would  at  once,  at  the 
dose  of  this  session,  return  back  to  the  pet^e 
tho  trost  I  hold,  to  be  conferred  by  them  ac- 
cording to  their  pleasure.  But  in  the  long  in- 
terval to  ensue  before  another  election  in  that 
State,  very  calamitous  results  might,  iu  my  ap- 
prehension, attend  on  immediate  resignation. 
Every  man  knows  that  a  most  important  polit- 
ical struggle  is  now  going  on  in  the  laad,  preg- 
nant, as  all  admit,  with  the  most  interestiug 
consequences.  Each  party  la  fall  of  hope,  and 
expects  vUfyixj  In  the  Issae.  A  feather  may 
turn  tho  scale.  The  dinUnation  of  force  on  one 
side,  or  a  dlght  accesuon  on  the  other,  may 
decide  the  controversy.  And  shall  I  cast  in  a 
feather  into  the  scale  of  my  adversaries  !  It  is 
my  doty  to  stand  here,  and  do  my  utmost  in 
advancement  of  those  principles  which  I  hold 
sacxei.  It  is  my  duty,  if  for  no  other  reason 
but  to  keep  those  out  who  would  certainly  be 
sent  in  my  place,  I  know  there  are  many  men 
of  both  parties  ia  Korth  Carolina  who  are  bet- 
tor qualified  than  myself  to  fill  this  station. 
But  of  the  many  able  sons  of  North  Carolioa 
who  differ  with  me  in  political  opinion,  and 
for  whom  I  have  the  highest  personal  reqwc^ 
I  should  relootantlr  see  any  ono  here  at  the 
present  moment.  Those  who  sent  me  herei 
therefore,  have  a  right  to  expect  that  I  will 
maintain  my  post,  unless  driven  from  it  by 
some  paramount  principle,'  and  that  I  do  not 
abandon  it  in  a  cowardly  manner,  upon  the 
occurrence  of  the  first  difficulty.  There  is  but 
one  great  and  paramount  principle  which  can 
be  for  a  moment  supposed  to  demand  my  re^- 
nation  \  and  that  is  the  doctrine  of  instruction. 
Upon  that  doctrine  my  colleague  has  fully  and 
ably  enlarged.  Am  I,  then,  by  any  creed  upon 
that  snhject,  placed  in  a  sitaation  to  render  mf 
r^dgnation  a  duty  I  Of  the  pt^itical  party  of 
which  a  nugority  of  those  who  voted  for  these 
resolntiMis  coastatnte  a  part,  it  is  a  principle 
that  there  ia  no  right  in.the  Leg^slatiire  to  m- 
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■troot,  and,  eonseqaeDlIy,  no  oUwation  on  the 

Sart  of  the  Senator  either  to  obey  or  resign, 
lo  ooDiplaint,  therefore,  can  be  made  b;^  them 
of  any  course  which  ve  may  think  proper  to 
adopt.  Of  the  political  party  to  wbioh  I  have 
been  attached,  the  creed  is  to  be  fonnd  in  Hr. 
Leigh's  celebrated  report  in  the  Vii^nia  Leg- 
islatare,  and  in  the  nniform  practice  of  all  those 
I<e^alatures  who  have  attempted  any  efScient 
action  in  Federal  affairs.  In  the  document 
before  mentioned  it  is  said,  *'  Senators  are  in- 
stmcted,  and  Bepresentatives  reqaested ;  "  and 
it  goes  on  to  give  the  reason  for  this  differ- 
ence of  langaage,  that  OTer  the  one  a  right  to 
oonunaad  is  damied,  and  towards  the  other  the 
mere  tender  adrioe.  In  the  one  case,  they 
may  assume  to  declare  the  popnlar  will  in  the 
language  proper  to  the  expression  <tf  will — 
command;  and  when  so  expressed^  it  ntut 
stand  for  that  will,  whether  really  so  or  not 
In  Uie  other,  their  ooimnand  does  not  stand  for 
the  popidar  will,  and  the  responsibility  still 
rests  upon  the  Representative  to  Hod  out  what 
It  is.  This  difference  of  laugnage  has  been 
uniformly  used,  so  &r  as  I  am  able  to  leam, 
in  all  resolutions  adopted  by  Legislatnresof  the 
Afferent  States,  whenever  they  have  attempted 
any  direct  action  in  Federal  affairs.  They 
have  assumed  that  the  Le^slatare  is  recognized 
aa  embodying  the  popular  will  of  the  State,  so 
fiv  as  Senators  are  concerned,  whenever  they 
think  proper  to  use  Uuigoage  appropriate  to  the 
ntteranoe  a£  wilL  Bat  whenever  they  adopt 
only  such  language  as  they  may  with  propriety 
086  to  a  Bepresentativ^  in  addressing  their 
Senatom,  it  is  not  intended  to  be  more  opera- 
tive upon  the  one  than  the  other.  In  the  one 
case,  they  themselves  assume  the  responsibility, 
and  stand  between  the  Senator  and  the  people 
of  the  State.  In  the  other  they  do  not  under- 
take  to  utter  the  pnblio  will ;  but  while  they 
suggest,  leave  the  public  servant  to  judge  of 
that  will  npon  his  own  responsibility.  Such 
has  been  uie  obvious  understanding  of  all  the 
peoedinA  LM^slatures  of  North  Carolina,  who 
nave  Dnoertueo  to  address  th^  agmta  in  this 
body. .  From  then-  earliest  action,  down  to 
1884,  when  the  resolutions  were  passed  com- 
manding the  act  now  denonnced  as  uneonstitu- 
tiona),  and  diotated  by  party  servility,  they 
ased  this  peculiar  phraseology.  Language  cou- 
nts merely  of  the  ngss,  which,  by  common 
consent,  have  been  received  as  representing 
particular  ideas.  Technical  language  frequently 
differs  from  common  luiguage.  By  common 
consent,  the  word  initruetiom  has  received  a 
technical  signification,  when  used  in  an  address 
by  the  Leg^tore  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  in 
Ctongrees.  These  facts  were  all  known  to  the 
Legislature  oS  North  Oarolina,  which  passed 
the  retolntioiu  under  oonaidemltton.  Was, 
iheD,  &e  omiasicm  ot  the  w<nxl  Tidformly  used 
by  the  L^slatnres  heretofore,  when  they  de- 
^^ed  direct  action  upon  their  Senators,  an 
aoddental  or  whlmdeu  omisdon  mer^;  and 
VB8  it  intended  or  beUered  HbaA  thoae  used 


.wonld  be  cocffiuont  >  1  have  not  the  sBglite! 
idea  that  it  was.  In  the  first  place  the  koon 
belief  of  many  who  voted  for  these  rcsolaticnis, 
that  the  Legislature  has  no  right  to  iDstrcti 
Senators,  and  consequently  that  tiiere  is  » 
obligation  on  Senators  to  obey,  forbids  the  ida, 
They  could  not  have  intended  what  tber  be- 
lieved they  had  no  right  to  do.  Such  a  to- 
picion  would,  I  am  persuaded,  do  tb«m  greti 
injnsUce.  Thejustconclusionia,thatthejrm(iii 
to  do  just  what  they  have  done — ^the  eipre»Mi 
of  their  belief  that  pnblio  opinion  is  what  tb^ 
set  forth  in  those  resolutions  to  be  their  mi 
opinions,  beUeving,  most  justly,  that  irtiiletbn 
had  no  right  to  command,  their  <Hdiuoiu  nvSi 
be  moBt  reqieotftilly  confidwed  by  thdr  So- 
ators.  The  omission  of  the  wora  iutndiii 
was  designed.  And  why?  Because  it  n 
well  known  that  a  peculiar  force  and  agnifio- 
tion  was  attached  to-it,  and  an  operatioo  giia 
to  it  which  they  did  not  approve,  and  thmfnt 
did  not  wifh  to  sanction  by  its  nse.  That  tie 
omission  was  designed,  is  farther  proTeo  ^ 
the  fact,  which  is  a  matter  of  histOTy,  thai  b 
both  Houses  a  proposed  amendment  by  its  s- 
sertion  was  r^ected.  But  tcplace  the  natw 
beyond  all  doubt,  my  colleague  and  jnjfBdf  l^ 
dressed  a  joint  letter  to  the  Lefpdatare-fiA 
inquiring  what  effect  thCT^  intended  ttidriw- 
luUons  to  have — not  implying  a  doobt  irtni 
we  did  not  entertain— hut  openly  dedubj 
what  we  firmly  believed,  that  we  dtonM  iK 
hold  them  as  instructions ;  at  tbo  same  tiv 
declaring  our  purpose  to  obey  or  re^gn, 
we  be  instmcted.  Tliis  letter  was  writtw  is 
the  most  perfect  sincerity  and  good  UtK  1 
care  not  who  may  think  proper  to  qaestion  it 
I  can  appeal  to  God  and  my  own  coufciax^ 
for  my  truth.  But  it  ia  also  known  to  fnaA 
here,  to  whom  I  declared  my  determinaticfflto 
resign  if  my  construction  of  tiie  resolntioDS « 
pronounced  erroneoos.  It  was  not  so  pro- 
nounced. We  received  no  answer  to  onr  caa- 
mnnication.  Tlie  vindication  of  my  sinceriii 
in  addresMu^  that  lotterj  therefore,  prwetu 
a  strong  consideration  against  redgnatioa  li  | 
resi^  now,  it  may  be  justly  aud  thatwbfflj 
wrote  my  letter  to  the  Legislatare  I  conadeiw 
these  resolutions  as  instmctlons,  in  the  fwri 
my  declaration  to  the  contrary,  and  m  np» 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  my  convictiifl- 
I  still  think,  as  I  thought  then,  tiiat  thersB 
not  instmctions,  either  in  fact  or  according  to 
the  intention  of  most  of  those  who  verted  w 
them ;  and  bo  believing,  the  altemitiTe  « 
obedience  or  reragnation  is  not  presented  tona 
Is  there,  then,  any  obligation  upon  me  to  rea(>I 
Does  any  human  being  perceive  any? 
can  point  it  oot !  Perfect  obedience  Is OTtflt 
the  question.  It  follows,  then,  in  my  jwf 
ment,  that  for  the  present  it  ia  my  duty  tore- 
main  here,  and,  wWle  I  do  not  treat  tlie  rss^o- 
tions  as  instractionB,  I  will  show  them  sD 
respect,  and  pve  to  them  such  bifluffiuw 
my  conduct  as  my  judgment  may  spvf^. 
hare  Bud  that  had  the  L«|(idatBr«  met  danag 
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the  eoBQiag  year,  T  would  resign  at  the  close  of 
this  session ;  bat  it  is  still  mj  pnrpose  to  af- 
ford the  BovereigQ  people  of  North  Carolina  the 
earliest  opportanitj  of  deciding  the  important 
question,  bj  what  class  of  politicians  they 
choose  to  be  represented  in  this  bodj.  Hie 
Lcg^Iatore,  at  its  first  bieiinid  sesrion,  shall 
have  an  opportnnity  of  BeIeotiDg.for  the  seat  I  fill 
a  Democrat  or  a  Federalist;  one  who  thinks  it 
right  to  wipe  off  the  (bnl  and  nnjost  stigma 
cast  npon  the  fame  of  Andrew  Jac^n,  or  one 
who  is  for  perpetuating  it  through  all  genera- 
tions. This  they  wUl  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing,  nnder  a  fair  expression  of  popnlar  senti- 
ment, and  to  the  people  of  North  OaroUna 
will  I  cheerfully  submit  the  Issne. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentacky,  contended  that  these 
resolntions  were  neither  indecorous  nor  disre- 
spectfal.  jMr.  Btbanob  said  he  made  no  alla- 
sion  to  disFespeotfol  langnage.]  Hr.  0.  said  he 
understood  at  least  one  m  the  Senators  to 
aaj  that  one  of  the  resohitions  was  disrespect- 
ftu  to  the  Senate.  [Mr,  Bbowh  sidd  he  spoke 
of  one  of  tiie  resolutions;  bat,  emanating,  as 
they  did,  from  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  in 
no  possible  contingency  conld  he  have  refused 
to  present  them.]  Ur.  0.  said,  if  there  was 
indeoomm,  it  was  his  duty,  under  the  rules  of 
the  Senate,  not  to  present  the  resolntions. 
{^Mr.  Bbown  said  there  was  a  very  marked  dif- 
lerence  between  the  Legislature  of  a  sovereign 
State  and  individuals,  on  this  subject.]  Mr.  0. 
said  he  was  not  aware  there  was  any  such  dis- 
tinction in  the  roles,  and  if  the  Le^slature  of  a 
State  uses  dbrespectful  language,  it  is  no  more 
to  be  received  than  if  it  were  from  a  private 
citizen.  Bnt  )3a  Senators  gave  as  a  reason 
for  not  complying  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
IiS^ature,  that  they  did  not  contun  the 
word  "  instruct."  He  thought  it  was  infinitely 
more  respectful  to  those  receiving  the  instruc- 
tioDB,  not  to  use  the  word  instruct.  Sir,  sup- 
pose I  say  to  my  man  Charles,  please  bring  me 
my  boots  or  shoes,  and  he  does  it  wiUi  alacrity ; 
but,  if  I  should  say,  Charles,  I  instruct  yon  to 
bring  me  my  boots,  he  would  think  it  strange 
langu^e,  and,  very  probably,  would  ask  me 
for  an  explanation.  Mr.  0.  said,  while  the 
Senators  expressed  their  disindination  so 
strongly  to  obeying  these  Instmctions,  they 
seemed  altogether  to  overlook  that  there  was 
an  alternative  presented  to  them — that  of  resig- 
nation. 

Mr.  Steanob  replied,  that  he  oert^nly  felt 
much  indebted  to  Uie  Senator  from  Eentuoky, 
(Mr.  Cut,)  for  the  advice  he  had  seen  proper 
to  volunteer  on  the  present  occasion.  Bat  it 
had  been  very  long  smce  it  had  been  his  wont 
to  look  for  political  information  fW)m  that  quar- 
ter. On  the  contrary,  he  viewed  the  Senator 
from  Kentacky,  with  all  his  talents,  rather  as 
a  beacon  than  a  guide,  and  when  a  course  was 
iodicated  by  him,  generally  considered  it  a 
reason  for  shnnnini^  ratho-  than  pnrsaing  it 
It  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  ocnu^ered  at  all 
remarkable^  if  hSa  waggeiBXiiODB,  on  the  ;i«ient 
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occasion,  should  have  but  littie  weight  The 
Senator  is  pleased  to  say  that  he  considers  my 
oomplunt,  that  I  have  neither  &vor  nor  justice 
to  expect  from  my  political  opponents,  a  littie 
^toitous.  No  man  knows  better  where  the 
sboe  pinchM  than  ho  who  wears  it  The  Soo- 
ator  Knows  nothing  of  the  groand  nptm  wUoh 
this  coupbdnt  is  made,  and  has,  therefbre^  no 
right  to  say  whether  it  is  gratnltons  or  not 
He,  ISt.  S.,  had  said,  that  sad  experience  had 
warned  him  not  to  expect  either  favor  or  jus- 
tice from  his  political  opponents — and  he  said 
so  truly.  And  qow  that  the  Senator  had  some- 
what forced  it  upon  htm,  ho  would  remark, 
that  no  man  had  shown  more  comity  or  defer- 
ence to  his  political  opponents  than  himself ; 
and  yet  not  only  the  scurrilous  partisan  news- 
papers of  the  country,  but  even  by  those  with 
whom  he  had  exchanged  the  courtesies  of  lite, 
and  from  whom  he  had  parted  with  the  grasp 
of  friendshi]),  had  his  motives  been  assailed  aiu 
his  eondact  impeadied.  With  snob  ftots  before 
htm.  be  mig^t  well  say  that  be  conld  eneet 
neither  favw  nor  justice  tnm  hU  pditioaT op- 
ponents. The  Senator  from  Kentuclcy.he  sm, 
with  an  nn&imess  and  coarseness  whidi  he  had 
not  thought  altogether  becoming,  had  observed, 
that  in  remarking  upon  the  impracticaUlity  of 
obedience,  he  (Su.  S.)  and  his  colleague  seemed 
to  have  overlooked  another  alternative,  and 
that  was  resignation.  Now,  unless  the  Sena- 
tor's senses  were  less  acute  than  usual,  he  mast 
have  heard  both  him  and  bis  colleague  very 
distinctly  advert  to  that  alternative,  and  him- 
self to  dedare  that  were  he  at  lil>erty  to  act  in 
obedience  to  his  own  feelings,  he  would  resi^ ; 
but  that,  under  present  circumstancea,  a  high 
sense  of  duty  to  those  who  sent  him  here  com- 
pelled him  to  remain.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky tben  takes  up  the  doctrine  of  ins^otion, 
and,  according  to  his  wont  in  the  absence  of 
argument  and  reason,  attempts  to  drive  na  feom 
our  position  by  raillery  oad  jest,  and  for  tbat 
purpose  parades  before  us  tnat  ever  favorite 
and  fertile  theme,  his  man  Cliarles,  and  enter- 
tains the  Senate  with  a  dialogue  between  him- 
self and  that  distinguished  personage.  Bat  his 
illustration  has  no  application  to  the  subjeet 
There  is  no  parity  Mtween  the  rdatioushlp 
aulMisting  between  the  Borer^gnty  (tf  a  State 
and  its  representative  upon  thii  floor,  and  that 
between  the  Senator  and  his  alave.  He  waa 
^id  Mr.  8.)  tiie  servant  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  but  not  their  slave,  or  tbe  slave  of 
any  other  man.  He  served  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  disoem,  in 
compliance  with  the  public  will ;  and  when  he 
coold  not  conscientiously  conform  to  that  will, 
he  would  rengn.  Poor  Charles  hod  no  such 
alternative.  If  the  Senator's  titie  to  him  is 
good,  he  is  his  slave,  and  he  must  yield  obe- 
dience in  whatever  way  he  may  thinkproper 
to  address  him:  he  oannot  resign.  Whether 
the  Senator  bom  Kentacky  is  aide  to  peroeiva 
any  difibrenoe  in  the  dgnlfloatitm  of  oerCain 
temu,  to  ft  matter  with  wbioh  he  (Mr.  8.)  bad 
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nothing  to  do.  "When  the  Lcsislataro  of  Een- 
tooky  spoke,  it  would  bo  for  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  to  ioterpret  ita  laDguage ;  and  he 
(Hr.  S.)  would  be  very  far  from  indelicately 
obtradinff  his  advice.  But  when  the  Legisla- 
tore  of  North  Carolina  apoke  to  hia  colleague 
snd  hinueU^  it  belonged  to  them  to  interpret ; 
and  he  reoogniced  the  right  of  no  one  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter. 

At  he  nnderstood  the  opinions  of  the  people 
of  North  Carolina,  they  recognized  a  difierence 
between  Uutnictions  and  other  laugoage  used 
by  th«  Legislatore.  When  h«  was  deeted  to 
hia  preient  position,  he  came  Into  it  with  a 
detonoinstioa  to  act  conformably,  asfar  as  po»* 
■iUe,  to  the  popular  will,  the  principle  which 
the  Senator  from  Kentncky  had  admitted  to  be 
correct ;  and  the  only  qnestion  was,  what  was 
the  popular  will  t  He  believed  a  port  of  the 
popular  will  in  North  Oaroliaa  was,  that  when 
the  L^islature  instmcted  a  Senator  to  vote  for 
or  aguost  a  partioalar  measure,  such  instruc- 
tion Rhonld  atand  with  him  for  the  popnlar  will, 
vhatcTer,  in  truth,  the  popular  will  mi^ht  be ; 
but  that,  when  not  instructed,  it  was  his  duty 
to  exercise  his  best  judgment,  and  ascertain, 
from  the  aeveral  aouroes  within  his  reach,  what 
moa  the  whole,  the  popular  wilt  He 
beUevad,  therdbre,  that  he  would  act  in  ocn- 
finrmity  to  tha  public  will  in  North  Carolina, 
whenever  instmotcd  by  the  Legislature  either 
to  obey  or  resign ;  bat  to  treat  every  thing  else 
fKWii"g  from  the  Legislature  as  merely  adviso- 
ry, and  conform  to  it  or  not,  as,  in  his  ludg- 
meot.  it  either  did  or  did  not  concur  with  the 
popular  will.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  in- 
timates that  our  course  of  reasoning  leads  to 
the  ooudurion  that  even  if  the  word  instruct 
had  been  nsed.  we  should  have  l>een  at  liberty 
to  look  behind  tliu  legislative  declaration,  and 
aaeertun  what  was,  in  fact,  the  popular  will. 
In  his  (Ur.  B.'8)  Judgment^  the  reasoning  led 
to  no  inch  result,  but  preoaely  the  contrary. 
'Ib^  had  ezpreaaly  stsied  that  they  believed 
it  to  be  the  popolar  wiU  in  North  Carolina, 
that  whenever  the  Leg^alature  instructed,  such 
inunctions  are  to  be  taken  as  the  popolar  will, 
ud  aoted  upon  as  sach ;  but  in  the  absence  of 
BDoh  instructions,  the  Senator  most,  at  his  own 
peril,  ascertun  that  will. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  oonclnsion, 
rather  ungenerously,  as  he  thought,  chided  him 
and  his  colleague  for  not  bnnj^ug  forwartl  these 
resolutions  last  week  when  the  land  bill  was 
under  disousuon.  If  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  tax  his  recollection,  he  would  find, 
that  at  this  session  of  Ccmgress,  upon  every 
test  qnestion  upon  the-gradoalion  bill,  both  his 
ccdleagne  and  himself  bad  voted  agiUnst  it 
As  he  had  said  before,  he  ohould  always  vote 
in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  his  State^  so  far 
as  he  could  understand  them,  when  they  did 
not  conflict,  in  hia  Judgment,  with  any  gneat 
principle  which  he  hod  no  ri^t  to  disregard. 
Last  year  he  voted  for  the  graduation  bill, 
under  (as  he  now  tlura^t)  a  mutak^  impree- 


non,  that  public  sentiment  in  North  Csrolas 
if  not  in  iavor  of  it,  was  at  least  quiescent- 
But  he  hoped  never  to  see  a  year  vhen  hi 
could  not  look  back  and  say,  '*  I  am  wiser  tLk 
year  than  I  was  last."  He  was  now  incliiied 
to  think  that  the  minority  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
should  therefore  nnhesitatiii^y  vote  agiiiui 
it 

Mr.  Bbowit,  in  rimng  to  reply  to  the  Sentior 
from  Kentucky,  (Hr.  Cut,)  who,  with  hia  «- 
etatctnsd  dcUtaey,  had,  in  a  very  eztnor^uitj 
manner,  presentea  hims^  bdiwe  that  body,  la 
arraign  the  course  of  bis  oolleuoe  and  biiudt 
sidd :  That,  in  the  ontset  of  us  remarks,  hi 
shonld  protest  against,  and  peremptorily  dul- 
lenge,  tne  right  of  the  Senator  to  interfere  in  i 
quMuon  pumy  between  tfaomaelves  and  tbtir 
constitnenta.  What  right  had  that  Senator  toe- 
sume  upon  himself  the  authority  thus  tttensitei! 
to  be  exercised  by  him  t  From  whom  did  be 
derive  his  authority!  Where  were  his  credet 
tials?  Who  had  oonstitnted  him  their  atur- 
ney,  in  ioet,  thus  to  arr^ga  the  oonrN 
members  on  this  floor  I 

Having  felt  it  to  bo  his  duty  thus  «apbt 
caUy  to  except  to  the  assumed  power  ffi  tit 
Senator,  and  considering  thst  he  bad  been 
ly  ooMed  of  the  jurisdicUon  that  he  had 
to  assttt,  he  would  now  go  a  step  further,  in 
soy  that  he  should  pefempttuily  dechne, 
high  considerations  of  what  was  dne  to  Uns^ 
and  his  own  rights,  to  noUce  any  of  the  tt^io 
introduced  by  him,  or  to  join  issue  with  bimon 
any  one  of  the  qnestionit  which  he  «eks  w 
rid8&  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  dischi^ 
our  duties  as  members  of  this  body.  U,  bor- 
ever,  he  had  considered  it  incumbent  oa  hio- 
solf  to  refuse  to  join  issue  with  the  Senator  <i& 
any  of  the  topics  raised  by  him,  yet  there 
some  other  thingt  which  it  woa  his  porpossto 
say  to  him  before  he  concluded  his  rentr^ 

In  the  first  place,  his  constitoents  vonJd  » 
doabt  foel  txeetdingly  obliged  to  that  genu- 
man,  whose  political  ooarse  nad  locg 
tiogaished  for  its  peculiar  devotion  to  Sontben 
interesbs,  for  having  volunteered,  oa  the 
ent  oocanon,  to  appear  as  the  chompiui  of  tlij* 
rights.   The  friends  of  the  great  right  of  ^ 
struction  will,  no  doubt  in  every  part  of  Jw 
country,  learn  with  no  Utile  sui^oise  thot 
Sonator  has  become  ita  advocate  and  eologi^' 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  Senator  from  Kentwsj 
now  ansnming  to  pronotmoe,  with  oracolareH^ 
ti^nty  and  authority,  the  true  doctrine*  «  v» 
right  of  instruction]    How  long,  bewoiiw  «J 
bad  it  been  ainoe  that  gentleman  hsd  entu^ 
himself  to  become  its  teacher  and  o>P<"°?^ 
Waa  it  from  the  eminent  services  w^er«^ 
him  to  its  principles,  when  in"'ra'^*'^*^ 
coming  from  a  mfyority  of  the  States  of 
Union  to  their  Senators  on  this  flcwr,  ^'^^ 
them  to  sustain  the  lato  Adminlstniti<Bi  m  w 
mighty  conflict  then  waging  against  U 
Bonk  of  the  United  StatM,  and  the  f 
part/ acting  in  CMicert  with  it  f  IFlux 
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remember  that  gentleman^B  ootirse  on  tbat 
znost  important  oooauon  f  A  m^ority  of  the 
States  of  this  TJnicm,  bdieving  that  a  great 
crisis  in  oar  pnblic  aflfairs  had  arrived,  sent  res- 
olntions  here  to  th^  Senators^  instracting  them 
clirecttj  and  peremptorily — not  resolntions  so 
framed  as  to  be  in  effect  ft-andolent  in  regard 
to  that  great  right,  bnt  resolndons  commanding 
their  Senators,  in  terms  plain  and  uneqatvocal, 
to  carry  oat  their  wishes.  Did  the  Senator 
then  stand  forth  as  their  defender  and  vindica-  \ 
tor  t  Did  he  exhort  the  large  nnmber  of  his 
pfditical  fliends,  then  boldly  Ti<d8thig  and  de- 
tying  positive  instmotions,  to  respect  that  great 
oooinne  9  No,  sud  Hr.  fi.,  his  course  was  fto 
otherwise,  we  then  heard  daily  anathemas 
from  his  political  fKttida  ag^nst  instmctions ; 
the  popular  voice  was  scouted,  althoogh  it  had 
"been  expressed  in  some  lastanoes  twice  or  thriee 
to  some  of  the  gentleman's  friends,  in  the  shape 
of  positive  commands,  and,  standing  foremmt 
among  those  who  animated  than  to  redst  the 
will  of  their  constitnents,  and  exhorted  them  to 
unyielding  firmness  in  that  course,  was  the 
Senator  from  Kentncky  himself;  and  yet  be 
now  andertskes  to  beoome  a  lecturer  to  others 
on  the  great  priiunple  of  instrootion  1 

"Who  did  not  remember  the  reception  ^ven 
in  this  body,  dating  the  famous  panic  sMsion, 
;  to  the  instructions  sent  by  tiie  patriotic  State 
I  of  New  Hampshire,  to  her  Senatcn^  the  first 
^  moveownt  vi  the  Icind,  directing  them  to  vote 
I  for  expnngingtheoondemnatorysentence  against 
.  President  Jackson,  and  to  sustain  bis  adminiB- 
.  tration  agunst  the  war  tiien  waged  by  the  Op- 
'.  poention  party,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
'.  States  1   The  able  BepahUcan  Senator,  who 
presented  them,  was  assailed  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  his  State  insulted,  and  even  the  common 
courtesy  of  printing  the  rewlntions  of  instmo- 
tion  was  refused  by  the  pditieal  fiiends  of  the 
[  Senatw,  who  then  held  the  power  hi  this  body. 
"Wi^  what  propriefy,  then,  he  dmuinded,  oowd 
a  political  party,  who  had  trampled  on  the 
^  rignt  of  instmotion,  scomed  and  contemned  the 
I  public  will,  by  the  most  high*handed  ontrages, 
'  whMienr  and  wherever  uiey  bad  posseased 
'  power,  with  what  propriety  coold  they  re- 
>  preach  others,  in  regard  to  tneir  ooorse,  when 
'  no  instructions  had  been  given  them  t 
I      His  constituents  woald,  no  doubt,  be  exceed- 
'   ingly  obliged  for  the  advice  of  a  genUeman  in 
their  affj^ra,  who  had  been  conspicuously  asso* 
elated  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  what 
was  fiuniliarly  known,  in  thiB  oonntiy,  by  the 
name  of  the  "  OoaHHon  Admbiit^ratUm." 
Jnd^ng  from  th^r  past  loitiments  in  regard  to 
it,  he  did  not  believe  that  they  possessed,  at 
tUs  time,  any  very  strong  desire  to  witness  its 
reAoration  to  power  in  any  shape.   If  one 
member  of  that  bygone  administration  had  a 
right  to  interfere  in  their  affidra,  by  offering 
advice,  the  great  political  high  priest  bimae^ 
who  headed  it,  may,  with  the  same  propriety, 
tMok  to  vSu  hia.  And  where  now  is  the  Iwad 
of  that  ftmons  adminiitnOoiii  and  what  are  hli 


[Jaxuabt,  1889. 

daily  ocoapatione  9  Fallen  from  what  was  doe 
to  the  dimity  of  hli  former  statiim,  he  is 
almost  daily  engaged  in  the  dlsgosting  and 
wretched  parsuit  of  ^&>2iti0n  agitation  1 

Where,  Mr.  B.  would  flsk,  were  the  political 
/riendg  of  the  Senator  from  Eentaoky,  who  re- 
sided north  of  the  Potomac,  with  some  honor- 
able exceptions,  to  be  fdtlnd  on  that  question  ? 
The  great  mass  of  them  were  found,  in  the  two 
Hoaees  of  Oongresa,  and  in  the  Le^alative  halla 
of  thar  renteotive  States,  pui%uing  a  course  in 
direct  Jkettlmg  to  the  Booth.  There  was  not 
a  State  Le^uatore  nortii  <rf  the  Potomac,  in 
which  the  political  friends  of  tbat  Senator  had 
obtdned  power,  unless  in  those  where  slavery 
existed,  that  resolutions  attacking  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  Sooth  on  the  vitally  impor- 
tant question  of  slavery  had  not  passed  [  And 
be  it  said  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  North,  who  have  been  so 
Bcandaionsly  calumniated  by  most  of  the  Fed- 
eral presses  of  the  Soath,  on  that  qneetion,  that 
while  their  Senators  and  Bepresentatives,  in 
almost  an  entire  body,  have  sast^ned  onr  just 
rights  in  the  two  branches  of  tlongress,  there 
is  not  a  i^gle  State  north  of  the  Potomac,  in 
which  the  Democratic  party  have  had  the  power 
in  its  Legislature,  that  they  have  not,  in  the 
noble  apiiit  of  jostioe  ud  union,  passed  resolu- 
tions strongly  nutotniR^  tke  riffhU  of  thdr  d»< 
ter  confederate  States    (be  Sontii  1 

Tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  had,  to  illustrate 
his  views  of  the  right  of  instruction,  referred 
to  his  own  servant,  and  Jiis  obllf^tions  to  obey 
his  eonoraands,  when  given  by  him.  In  allad- 
ing  to  his  rranarks  on-this  subject,  it  was  no 
p^  of  his  purpose  (said  Mr.  B.  )  to  join  issue 
with  him,  and  to  debate  that  point,  as  he  in- 
tended carefblly  to  preserve  the  ground  taken 
at  the  ontset  w  his  remarks,  not  to  admits  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  his  jurisdiotitm  on  this  sab- 
j«ot,  by  jointaig  isaue  with  him  tm  any  qaesticm 
wmah  be  bad  thought  proper  to  ndse ;  bat  be 
would  answer  him  somewhat  after  the  Yankee 
manno',  by  asking  another  question.  Let  ua 
suppose  (sidd  Mr.  B.)  that  a  servant  who  desir- 
edfoecapation,  had  lulled  three  several  times 
to  a  former  or  planter  for  employment,  and 
that  tliat  fiirmer  or  planter  had  three  times, 
either  from  a  supposed  wont  of  honesty  or  skill 
in  the  applicant  in  pretty  plidn  and  poai- 
itive  language,  rejected  his  importunities  to 
enter  his  service ;  what  would  be  the  opinion 
of  the  world  as  to  the  modesty  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  could  venture  a  fourth  Im- 
portunity 1  He  tbot^ht  this  very  like  tiie  case 
oi  a  dist^isulabed  individna],  who  had  present- 
ed himself  three  times  to  the  American  people 
to  be  employed  in  a  certain  high  station,  and 
who  had  been  three  times  rignally  r^ected; 
and,  if  public  rumor  was  now  to  be  eradited, 
was  again  prepared  for  a  fourth  rebuff  by  the 
populw  voice. 

Again,  Mr.  B.  siud,  hia  constitnents  would,  no 
doubt,  £m1  awl  api^eoiate  adefence,  coming  from 
a  gentleman  whose  almost  entire  pablio  oonrse^ 
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for  a  series  of  jesrs,  had  been  directlj  at  war 
with  their  righto  and  interests;  a  Benatorwhose 
miscalled  American  syBtem,  mitil  thrown  o£f  \>j 
determfaied  renstanoe,  had,  for  a  soieB  of  years, 
imporerifihed  and  deswated  the  Soatb.  oppress- 
ed her  dtizena,  and  almoat  mined  her  oom- 
meroe;  a  Senator,  whose  ftrorite  Byrtem  of 
policy  he  declared  mosAolenmly,  fn  his  opinion, 
had  umed  a  more  fatal  blow  at  tne  constitiition, 
and  Union  of  the  States,  than  any  other  and  all 
other  measures  combined.  A  system  which 
had,  at  one  time,  shaken  the  pillars  of  onr 
glonons  confederacy  to  their  very  foundations ; 
and  which  bad  created,  and,  be  feared,  had  es- 
tablished those  dangerons  sectional  prejadioes 
and  feelines  which  were  destined  to  endure  too 
long  for  tne  harauHiy  and  sa&fy  of  oar  ooon- 
try. 

Hr.  B.  had  now  finished  saying  what  he  felt 
dne  to  himself  and  to  the  occasion,  and  due  to 
the  interference  which  his  remarks  were  in- 
tended to  rqid. 


Thtjbsdat,  Jannary  10. 
Graduation  BiU. 

The  Senate  jjroceeded  to  the  eondderation  of 
the  bill  to  provide  fbr  the  redncti(m  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  pablic  lands.  The  qnea- 
tion  being  on  the  amendment  snbmitted  by 
Mr.  OtAT,  of  Kentncky,  to  limit  the  redac- 
tion to  lands  oniij  that  have  been  in  the  market 
fifteen  years,  and  to  tl^e  qnantttaes  of  80, 160, 
and  820  aores,  according  to  the  rate  of  redno- 
tioD,  and  farther  to  dismbnte  the  pnweeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  pnblio  landv  after  1840  ackh^ 
the  several  States  of  the  UnioD. 

Hr.  Olat  addressed  the  Senate  fn  &Tor  of 
his  amendment,  after  which 

Hr.  BtroHANAs  addressed  the  Senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill  as  at  present  amended ;  after  which 

The  qnestiim  was  taken  on  Hr.  Glat^s 
amendments,  and  th^  were  njected— as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentncky,  Cri^ 
tenden,  Dana,  KniKht,  IfcKeaa,  Herrick,  fVentiBS, 
BobUns,  anlth  of  Sndtana,  Bontbard,  Swift,  and  Tif- 
tm— 18. 

Nats. — ^Uessn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Baduaum, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Folton,  Hnbt^d, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  ifouton,  Nicholas, 
inies,  Norrell,  Preston,  Bires,  Boane,  Bobinson, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  WlUiams  of  Uatne, 
WiUiaiOB  <^  Miaa.,  Wright,  and  Young— 29. 

Mr.  Bektok  then  stibmltted  the  fifty  cent 
olanse  of  Mr.  Olat's  amendment — to  permit 
actnal  settiers  to  enter  lands  that  have  been  in 
the  market  fifteen  years,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
the  qnantity  being  limited  to  eighty  aores  for 
each  actnal  settler. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to— as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAB.— Kessrs.  Allen,  B^ard,  Button,  day 
AlteH,  Olay  of  KentMky,  CUttanden,  fMw,  Fnl- 


ton.  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  hjoa,  UcKem,  Mn; 
Houton,  NlcboUs,  Kcor^  Bot^sao,  &m&tft> 
diaoa,  llpton,  Walker,  White,  WilliuBs  <£  is, 
sippi,  and  Young — 24. 

NATs.~HeaBr8.  Brown,  BQdianBa,Cdhoatt,I!Fi 
Hubbard,  Kni^t,  Niles,  Frentisr,  Fmtni,  li-, 
Roane, ^obbins,  Boggles,  Soutbuil,  Stnuee,  iti. 
Wall,  Williams  of  lliiine,  and  Wright-IP. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Clat,  c^AJabauuL, 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  piiatediB 
present  amended,  and 
The  Senate  a^joomed. 


TmsBDAT,  January  16. 
OradmUmp/thePriee^iftit^litlm 

The  for  the  grad nation  and  ndseSac' 
the  ]^riceof  the  pablio  lands,  came  up 
unfinished  hosiness ;  and  after  a  deW : 
which  Hesns.  Oaihoun,  Batajid,  Buok 
and  Clat,  of  Kentncky,  took  part,  fix  c/xs: 
was  taken  on  ordering  it  to  be  engnwedb. 
third  reading,  and  was  decided  in  the  tfa 
tive — yeas  27,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Kessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  BDchjDu  '' 
of  Alabama,  Cutfabert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hsitr. 
King,  Linn,  Lumi^un,  Lyw,  Boutoo, 
Niles,  KonreU,  Fierce,  Bobinson,  Seriei, 
Connectlcnt,  fihnith  of  Indians,  "npton,  Vi.' 
White,  Wimama  nS  ViaaaippL  Wrigfat,iBdIa 
— 2T. 

Nats.— MeemL  Bayard,  Brown,  CilIicinii.Clr<| 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Darts,  Knight,  TScim.tt 
rick,  PrentisB,  Preston,  Sives,  Boue,  SoUni<,  £r 

Soathard,  ^wooe,  Strange,  SniA, 
Watt,  and  WnSMam  of  Ualne-^S. 


TsDBBDAT,  January  17. 

Oradvation  SHI. 

The  hai  to  provide  for  the  gradntf  oi  e 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pnblie  lands,  iff 
up  on  its  third  reading,  Hessrs.  Cut.  C: 
HouN,  BnoHAKAir,  NiLis,  Bknton,  sA 
addressed  the  Senate,  and  the  question  «  & 
passage  of  titie  bill  being  takoi,  ttsmt 
follows : 

Yeas.- Hessrs.  Allen,  BeDbm,  BttdnwE,* 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton, 
King,  Unn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Monlon,  i^^. 
Niles,  Norrell,  Fienje,  BolnnstHi,  Sevier,  ^ 
Connectfcut,  Btebb  of  Indiana,  liftoa,  V* 
White,  Wmat  of  lOMisBip^rwri^  ■■^  ^'^ 
—21. 

Nats.— Heasra.  Bayatd,  Brown,  OiIboDii, Oi'' 
Kentncky,  Crittendoi,  Davis,  Enig^  ^^^J^ 
rick,  PrentiaSj  Preston,  Bivea,  Boane,  J''**'^? 
des,  Southard,  Sprace,  Strange,  Sirift,  IwX^ 
WaU,  and  WiUiams  lUne— 22. 


Tbcisdat,  January  81 

ProeeedttiftJuPtthlielaBii- 
Mr.  BxsTVS  sabndtted  the  fbUoving  Ji^ 
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Rtaolved,  That  the  Socretarr  nS  the  Treanuy  be 
directed  to  remni  to  the  Senate  whether  any,  and  if 
any,  how  mvcn,  would  have  been  the  defidt  In  the 
rrreasoty,  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate 
for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  Muea  m  the 
public  lands  of  the  Umted  States,  and  for  granting 
land  to  cerhdn  States,"  which  passed  both  Hooaea  of 
Congress,  had  received  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  been  acted  upon  np  to  the  Ist  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1889. 

Mr,  Benton  observed  that  his  reason  for  of- 
fering this  resolution  was  i^parent.  A  resolu- 
tion had  passed  the  Senate,  oaUlng  npon  the 
Secretary  for  information  as  to  tiie  amount  that 
vonld  have  been  distribnted  to  each  oi  the 
States  of  this  Union  imdcr  tiie  difltribntion  land 
bOL  whioh  was  Tetoed  hj  Frerident  Jaekson, 
had  that  bni  become  a  law.  An.  answer  to  that 
reaolatioa  had  been  Teomved,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  snm  that  woold  have  been  di»- 
tribnted  was  fiftj-seven  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars.  Kow  be  wished  also  to  ascert^  what 
now  would  be  the  deficit  in  the  Treasory  had 
that  distnbotion  taken  place. 

Hr.  NoBTSLL  rose  to  arul  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity presented  by  Uie  motion  of  tKe  Sen- 
ator irora  Missouri,  to  correct  a  mistake  Into 
which  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  had  fallen,  in  the  table  which  he  had 
furnished  of  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pnblie  lands,  wwh  were  pn^Kwed  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  States  by  the  bUl  of 
the  Senatw  firom  Eentncky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  which 
rooeiTed  tiie  Teto  of  President  Jackson  in  1888. 
The  Gommissionei;  had  stated  that  certain  sums 
under  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  proposed 
for  the  new  States  io  tiiat  bill,  and  certiun 
specified  sums  under  the  generu  distribution 

Sroposed  by  it,  woold  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
[ichigan  and  Arkansas.  If  he  remembered 
rightiy,  not  a  cent  would  have  been  received 
binder  that  bill  by  either  Michigan  or  Arkansas. 
They  were  at  that  period  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  No  participation  was  allowed 
to  them  in  that  bilL  It  depended  upon  the 
subsequent  pleasure  of  Congress,  npon  the  pas- 
sage of  another  lair,  whether  luonigan  or  Ar- 
kansas, would  each  nave  received  any  portion  of 
tlie  moneys  which  were  to  be  distribnted,  if  that 
bill  had  become  a  law.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  make  this  stotemait  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  ooDstitoentB  at  hone. 

The  resolution  was  then  lud  tm  the  tab1«  till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Benton,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  aboliah  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  to  repeal  the  fiaUng  bounties 
and  allowances  dependent  npon  the  same. 

Hr.  B.  addressed  the  Sen^  at  length  in  ex- 
planation and  support  (tf  the  ;  after  which, 
at  the  request  u  Mr.  DatU)  it  was  lud  out  the 
tatde  till  to-morrow. 


[jAKViUT,  1880. 


HOtJBX  OF  RSFBESBHTATIVEa. 
THinBi>A.T,  Jflimary  34. 
Ftnaaekii  Statement — ^^oaenMea  of  ths  Gowm- 
ment,  Chmparative  and  Aettial— Increase  of 
MepeTiditure — Cau»ea  of  it — Differenca  m- 
twtenMtMtMtfortht^ttpporto/tht  Govem- 
mmt  ma  Eiitroardinane*. 
Mr.  Caubbblxno,  by  leave,  stated  that  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  make 
a  report,  containing  at  lai^  the  views  of  that 
committee  In  regara  to  the  state  of  the  finances  ■ 
generally;  and  sdd  that  the  committee  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  should  Congress 
authorize  the  usual  amount  of  new  appropria- 
tions, and  the  three  millions  proposed  for  forti- 
fications, harbors,  &&,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  provide  five  or  six  millions  for  the  Treasury, 
in  addition  to  all  xesouroes  and  receipts  exist- 
ing or  contemplated. 

[The  report  having  been  made,  it  was  i«ad  as  fill- 
lows,  and  afterwards  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table,  and 

bejuinted.] 

Our  Federal  expeoditares  have  been  rapidly, 
thoa^  Irr^oUriy,  fnerea^g,  from  1789  to  the 
pieaeait  time.  'San  floctnations  appear  to  hare 
been  aimnltaneons  with  an  increasing  or  decreasing 
revenue — an  oveiflowlog  Treasury  uniformly  pro- 
dudng  -a  sudden  augmentation  of  our  appropria- 
tiooa.  Ind^)endent,  however,  of  such  oocanonal 
extravagance,  it  was  natural  to  anticipate,  espedally 
in  the  first  half  centory  of  its  existence,  a  steady 
increase  in  the  civil,  military,  and  nav^  expendi- 
tures of  a  Government  wUoh  had  no  such  establisb- 
ments  at  its  orig^ ;  and  particiilarty  in  a  country 
which  has,  In  so  short  a  period,  donbled  the  num- 
ber of  States  in  the  Confederacy,  enlarged  its  boun- 
dary of  settlement  to  near  five  times  Its  extent  in 
1790,  increased  its  population  from  less  than  four 
to  near  seventeen  miUiona,  and  extended  its  post 
routes  from  1,876  to  near  185,000  n^es. 

Before  noticing  the  permanent  expenditnres  of 
the  Government,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  those  of 
an  occasional  or  temporaiy  character,  which  have 
very  largely  and  unavoidably  increased  the  amount 
of  our  annual  appropriations  for  a  few  years  past ; 
these  are  in  the  Indian  branch  of  the  public  service. 
The  expenditures  for  Indhtn  lands  and  wars  have 
amounted,  witUn  a  ftw  years  past,  to  aboat  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  !nie  purchase  of  thdr  lands, 
and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  Uis^ 
sippi,  were  unavoidably  connected  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  however  it  might  affect  the 
various  tribes.  It  is  satis&ctory  to  know  that  their 
condition  has  been  ameliorated  by  renioval.  The 
ad^tion  of  thirteen  new  States  to  the  Union,  em- 
bracing within  their  boundaries  most  of  these  tribsi^ 
made  it  necessary,  especially  in  latter  years,  to  por- 
chase  their  lands,  in  order  to  advance  dviUzatlon; 
to  remove  obvions  obstructions  to  tlie  settlement 
and  cultlvadon  of  the  country ;  to  prevent  c<dlIaion, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  our  States  and  Territories  from  In^an 
depredations.    These  pordhasas  have  also  been 

Ifoanded,  almost  exolnstvdy,  npon  oompaots  forssed 
with  some  States  more  than  tUr^  years  sgo;  on 
oor  hnpUed  obligation  to  other  States;  andoore*- 
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olaUmui  and  appropriationB  by  both  Hodsu  of  Con- 
greu,  extending  through  erery  ftdnUniatntioii  of 
the  OoTemment.  They  were,  moreover,  Justifi&ble 
on  mere  financial  grounds.  By  referring  to  the 
documenta  annexed,  it  will  be  Been  that  we  hare 
acqtured  by  Indian  treaties^  dnoe  the  4th  <tf  Maieb* 
18S9,  abont  one  faondred  and  ten  mlUioiis  of  acres. 
There  now  remaina,  of  anbought  Indian  lands,  leaa 
than  thirty-five  millitKis  of  acres.  No  extraordinary 
expenditure  can,  therefwre,  be  hereafter  antidpated 
for  thia  object,  nor  is  it  probable  that  there  will  be 
nch  extravagant  demands  upon  the  Treasory  for 
Indian  wan,  owing  to  the  removal  of  almost  aU  the 
tribes,  and  to  a  change  in  the  plaottf  operatiooi  ia 
Florida,  but  principdly  to  the  leeent  tncrease  of 
the  army.  One-half  of  the  amount  expended  in 
these  ware  has  undoubtedly  arisen  from  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  ariung  from  suddenly  calling  into 
the  field  numerous  bodies  of  mUItia  and  volunteers, 
which  we  were  obliged  to  do  in  coaseqnenoe  of 
the  iBadeqnate  fime  of  the  regular  army.  The 
inereaae  (h  that  finee  will  enable  Qovemment,  in 
some  degree,  to  dispense  with  these  calls  In  futare ; 
and  many  mOUons  in  our  annual  expenditures 
wffl  be  saved  by  preventing  Indian  depradationa, 
and  promptly  suppreidng  them  when  they  may 
occur. 

Owing  to  anxroiviations  of  the  character  refefied 
to^  and  to  others  which  will  be  notioed,  there  la  a 
very  eondderable  apparent  increase  of  tibe  Federal 
expendilwes  In  the  last  ten  years.  The  approprla- 
moB  for  IS88,  including  those  under  pennanent 
acta,  amoanted  to  about  thlrty-eiriit  milliona  of 
dollars.  In  comparing  these  with  the  expenditores 
In  18S9,  the  following  items  will  be  found  in  the 
former  which  were  not  in  the  latter,  viz ; 

For  preventing  and  suppress- 
ing Indian  hostilities,  $1,000,000 
The  same,  and  for  the 

Cherokee  trea^,  6,740,000 
Bemoval  of  In- 
dians, annn- 
|tiea,Ao.,  $8,060,000 
Do.  do.  hi  1889, 

only  480,000 

 3,840,000 

 --—$10,880,000 

For  appropriations  for  the  Post  Office, 
not  embraced  in  any  bill  nnUl  and 
since  1836,  as  these  expenses  are 
pud  out  of  the  pMtages,  -  -  $4600,000 
For  the  protection  of  the  Horthem  fron- 
tier,  620,000 

For  a  nominal  item  In  the  navy  aiqiro- 
priation  bill,  being  a  mere  traoufer 
of  an  unexpended  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  Improvement  of  the 
navy  to  the  years  1889  and  1840,  1,500,000 


17,066,000 

Then  has  been  an  increase  in  almost 
every  branch  of  expenditwe,  hot  princi- 
pally hi  the  fUlowiog; 
The  appropriatkms  for  pen- 

doos  in  188B,  were  $2,068,600 

So.  do.  wider  pamanent 

■OtS,        ....  1,860,000 


8,406,600 


[26th  Cob. 


Total  expencUtnres  in 
1829,  revolutiona- 
ry, -  -$764,492 
]>o.  do.  do.  other,  186,108 

—   M0,694 

  X,466,»t 

HariMFS,  Ac,  appropriations 

in  1888,  -  -  -  •  1,685,000 
Expenditures  in  1829,  -      -  60ft,O0O 

Congressional  expenaes,  ap- 
propriationsin  1838,  owing, 
in  part,  to  the  long  aearimi,  968,000 

BzpendUnres  in  1839,  -      -  467,000 

  A16i,0H 

Ligfathonsea,  appropriations 
In  1886,    -       -       .       -  668,000 

Kxpenditnres  in  1829,  -      -  291,600 

  371, Me 

In  ExeoaUve,  Territorial,  jn<Ucial  and 
misoeUaneous  expenditarea,    -      -  88(^Wi 


$22,820,401 

Our  naval  and  military  expenaes  have  been  great- 
er suice  1829;  the  former  owing,  in  part,  to  tbs 
unoertunty,  at  one  time,  of  our  relatiesie  ■mat 
France,  and  the  latter  to  IniUan  wars.  But  oves- 
penditores  have  Iwen,  since  then,  inoreaaed  hi 
every  branch  by  an  annientation  of  tb«  aBoat  af 
commercial  eredi^  wUut  adds  to  the  ooat  cf  al  ev 
supplies. 

In  examining  into  our  expenditures,  there  t9 
be  found,  in  many  of  them,  muoh  abuse  reqaiBBg 
refonn.  Two  branches  do  not  come  anniidly 
der  the  condderatlon  of  Congress — th«  cxpeafi- 
tnres  far  the  Post  Office  aervice,  and  the  expcMa 
of  ediecting  our  revenue.  The  foraier,  not  bdigs 
ehai^  upon  the  public  Treasury,  (except  for  & 
expenses  of  the  General  Post  Office,)  are  regeiani 
by  the  Income  from  postages,  which  are  uMaBr 
increasing  the  number  of  oar  routes  sad  the  fie- 
quency  M  the  transportatint  of  the  nadSa.  <X  tin 
hnmense  increase  in  tiita  branch  of  tiie  psbEe  Mr- 
vice,  some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  famim 
in  the  transportation  of  the  maala.  It  was  not, 
probably,  more  than  100,000  mDes  in  1790 ;  845,4«e 
in  1798;  as  late  as  l8oa  it  was  but  8,504^800:11 
is  now  84,680,208  miles.  Though  not  a  dtaige 
upon  the  public  Treasury,  we  are  bonnd,  aa  the 
trustee  of  the  fund,  to  aee  that  it  is  admioiateted 
with  economy,  in  order  that  onr  mail  route* 
be  extended  to  the  remotest  qnarters  of  the  t'liioB. 
It  has  been,  accordingly,  the  aobject  of  investiga- 
tion ;  the  Department  has  been  reorganised,  aad 
is  believed  now  to  be  well  administered.  There  ii 
charged  upon  this  ftmd,  for  tiw  service  of  the  ptee- 
ent  year,  $6,100,000.  If  it  is  deogned  that  lUs 
impcniaut  establishment  should  sapport  hadf,  then 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  discriminating  between 
the  expenditures  for  the  offices  throughout  the  Unkn 
and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  by  i£ar;pnff  tlw  fti^ 
mer  upon  the.fhnd  of  the  Deparbsent,  and  the  bt* 
ter  upon  the  Treasocr. 

The  expense  of  collecting  our  revenue  from  cm- 
toms  amounted,  in  the  first  ten  yeara  after  1789,  to 
about  $298,000  annually ;  for  tiie  last  ten,  ending 
8lBt  December,  1887,  to  $1,282,000;  it  ia  now 
about  a  million  and  a  half.  By  referring  to  the 
table  of  tonnage,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  <tf 
tonnsfis  entered  from  abroad  has  liii  ifmaiil  from 
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605,000  toiu  in  1790  to  2,065,000  tons  io  188T. 
^le  expenaet  of  collecting  tbe  nrenoe  wu  in  18S9 
•1,018,000,  and  in  91,492,000.  The  tonnage 
entered  from  abroad  was  1,008,000  in  1829,  and 
2,066,000  tons  in  1887.  The  anDual  amount  of 
revenue  ia  no  criterion  of  the  expense  of  coUeetion, 
beoauae,  aHhoogh  ve  have  relioqaisbed  tbe  iatj 
on  more  than  half  of  our  hnpMtationi^  the  great 
increase  In  this  branch  of  trade  ereates  a  neeMal(]r 
for  an  iDCreaicd  number  of  inspectors.  We  bare 
idso,  of  hte  years,  introduced  many  very  compli- 
cated provisions  in  our  tarifT  laws,  and  added  to  the 
expense  of  coUecUon.  But  a  part  of  this  increase 
is  owin^  to  the  neglect  of  Congress  in  not  limiUog, 
from  time  to  time,  the  anmber  of  offieen  to  M 
employed,  and  in  permitting  the  collectors  to  pay 
tbe  whole  ex^nse  of  our  cuatom-honses  out  of  the 
revenue  received,  without  even  tnmaferring  it  to 
the  public  Treasury.  Had  Congress  periodically 
limited  tbe  number  of  our  officers,  Erected  tbe  col', 
lectors  to  pay  all  the  money  received  by  them  Into ' 
the  Treasury,  teqtdred  annual  estimates,  and  made 
^wciflc  aroropriations  for  this,  as  in  other  branches 
of  the  publlo  wrvice,  H  would  have  operated  as  a 
sensible  check  on  the  •ztravaganee  of  some  of  our 
mdlectors. 

Although  tbe  subject  of  tonnage  is  only  indirectly 
connected  with  the  question  of  expenditures,  the 
committee  cannot  dismiss  it  without  calling  ^e  at- 
tention of  tlie  House  to  the  fact  ^sclosed  bi  the  ta- 
ble annexed,  that  while  tbe  American  tonnage  en- 
tered from  abroad  increased  firom  872,949  In  1829, 
to  1,299,720  tons  in  1887,  the  foreign  tonnage  rose 
from  180,748  to  766,708  tons  in  the  same  period — 
a  result  owinjj;,  among  other  causes,  to  our  onwise 
taxes  on  navigaUoo,  and  to  an  abuse  of  credit  at 
home,  which  enables  foreign  nations  to  build,  sup- 
ply, and  man  their  riilps  cheaper  than  we  can,  and 
slowly  to  oadermfaie  ue  bads  of  onr  naval  power. 

The  Lerisladve  expenses'  of  the  Federal  Govem- 
mcnt  for  tbe  first  ten  years  were  annually,  on  an 
average,  about  9171,000;  the  appropriations  for 
the  year  1888  were  $982,000.  A  part  of  tills  has 
arisen  from  the  increase  in  the  numlwr  of  members 
of  Ooi^reM:  but  the  most  extravagant  increase 
baa  ocenrred  In  die  eonttngent  expenses  of  l>oth 
Houses.  In  the  first  ten  years  these  did  not  amount 
to  more  tlian  $10,000  annually ;  while  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  past  year  were  $873,960.  AJtbough 
Qnder  the  immediate  otMervation  and  exclusive 
control  of  Congress,  there  is  no  liranch  of  tbe  pub- 
lic serriee  where  there  has  been  more  abuse  and 
extravagance.  Thonsands  of  documents,  in  many 
instances  of  no  Importanee,  are  anmnlly  printed; 
and  the  contingent  fluds  of  the  two  Booses  have 
been,  for  some  years  past,  ohaived  with  the  ex- 
pense of  fomishing  members  with  bo<^  There 
nas  been,  and  remaius  to  be  paid,  on  two  contracts 
alone  of  this  character,  $781,028  87,  not  only  to 
supply  those  who  are  actnaJUy  in  Congress,  bat 
others  wlio  liave  not  been  nsmbeia  for  many  years 
past.  Shoold  lueh  expenditorei  be  eontinued,  Uds 
will  very  soon  become  an  important  item ;  and  in 
any  event,  a  large  amount  wIU  still  be  required  to 
fulfil  contracts  for  books  In  no  manner  belonging  to  . 
tbe  legiUmata  conttngendes  <^  tither  House  of 
Congress. 

The  expenditures  of  tbe  Exeentive  Departments 
were,  in  km  ten  years  after  specUo  ^ropriatione 
were  nude,  about  $196,000  annnaUy;  tbe  appro- 
priation for  16S8  ma  |7W,00a  ndi  itw^liaa 
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steadily  jnereaeed  with  the  growth  of  our  country 
and  its  Tartoos  establislwients,  requiring  Executive 
agency  and  superintendence.  SomeUiing  would 
probably  be  saved  if  there  were  one  contingent 
fund  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary,  for  all  the 
offices  of  each  Department.  Our  complicated  sys- 
tem of  acconnts,  too,  was  estabUabed  many  years 
#go ;  and  a  more  judidous  organization  of  tiie  De- 
partments might  Introduce  greater  rim{^ty  and 
economy.  It  la  imposdble,  however,  to  avcdd  a 
uniform  inereaae  in  this  branch  of  the  pnblie  expen* 
diture,  while  we  continue  to  mnltifdy  oar  laws  at 
every  session,  which  must  be  carried  into  efiiact  by 
tbe  fixecotive  Departments;  and  while  we  rai^dly 
hwreaw,  as  we  have  done  of  late,  tim  number  of 
resolotlons  in  both  Houses,  calling  for  information, 
and  frequently  Involviog  great  labor  and  expense. 

Connected  also  with  the  Executive  Departments 
are  various  expenditures,  which  were  very  inoonud- 
erable,  or  did  not  exist  at  all,  at  tbe  commence- 
ment of  the  Government — such  as  those  for  tbe 
Hint,  Territorial  Govemmenta,  the  coast  survey, 
arming  and  equaling  militia,  the  pubUo  lands,  and 
public  buil^ga.  These,  which  In  eariy'lej^atita 
were  qnite  ununportant,  now  amoimt  to  near  a  nil- 
lion  annually. 

The  expense  of  the  Judiciary  in  the  first  ten 
years  after  specific  appropriations  were  mi^,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  about  $61,000  annually ; 
tbe  appropriation  for  1888  was  $484,000.  The  in- 
creased expense  for  the  nlariea  <^  judges  has  not 
been  beyond  what  n^jfat  have  been  antidpated. 
The  expense,  however,  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  has  increased  from  about  $80,000  to  $342,000, 
which  is  the  estimate  for  the  present  year.  In  thia 
branch  of  the  public  service,  reform  seems  to  bo 
required.  While  the  clerks  of  our  courts  are  ap- 
pouited  l>y  the  Judges,  and  the  fees  of  the  former 
amount  to  a  much  larger  sum  annually  than  the 
salaries  of  the  latter,  the  appointing  power  may  be 
tempted  to  participate  in  the  profits  of  the  clerk- 
ship, and  to  sanction  the  most  exorbitant  charges. 
The  fees  of  our  district  clerks  and  attorneys  ought 
to  be  more  precisely  regtilated  by  law,  and  the 
clwka  oagfat  not  to  be  aj^icrfnted  by  the  judges.  ■ 

The  expenses  of  onr  Intevoourse  with  foreign 
powers  amounted  In  eariy  years  to  about  $60,000 
annually ;  the  estimate  for  tbe  present  year  li 
$866,484.  This  expenditure  was  connderably  aug- 
mented by  the  revolutions  in  what  waa  formeriy  de- 
nominated Spanish  America.  The  estimate  for  the 
present  year  b  not,  however,  so  great  atf  the  ex* 
penditure  for  1829,  which  was  $289,140  07. 

Tbe  omrent  expenses  of  tbe  Indian  Department 
were  unimportant  and  Irregular  in  early  years,  but 
all  the  expenditures  in  this  branch  for  the  first  ten 
years  amounted  to  less  than  $32,000  annually ;  the 
estimates  for  1889  amount  to  $866,960,  including 
eomo  appropriations  not  for  current  expenses.  This 
inorease  is  owing  almost  exdusively  to  annuitiefl  and 
■tlpnlations  under  treaties  with  tbe  Indiana  entered 
into  since  1789. 

Having  no  military  cstabliahmeot  worthy  of  no- 
tice at  the  origin  of  the  Government,  tbe  expendi- 
tures Id  this  branch  of  the  public  service  have  of 
course  increased.  When  it  is  oonsidered  ttmt  the 
settied  area  of  the  United  BMta  has  increased,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  calcnlationB  of  a  soientiflc  ei^ioeer,  in 
the  ratio  of  SlO^BfB  in  1790,  to  1,01S,6M  in  1889, 
some  idea  mnbafonnad  of  the  vest  extant  of  our 
pmant  bomiariM;  ud  m  nay  well  doDbL  noi- 
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wUhsUndlng  the  recent  tacra—  of  tbe  unay,  wbetber 
it  will  oltiiuUclf  be  fbond  udittpmlM  to  protect  a3l 
our  extcitnve  fttmtin*. 

Jkhhongfa  ve  luT«  bam  ition  VSmtl  in  oar  nanl 
mpproprutiont,  that  wtabUrimtmt  Mill  bean  tn  an 
fmporbut  raolc  in  ocMnptriun  with  that  of  evety 
other  maritime  nation.  Tbe  improvement  in  steam 
navigation,  IwweTer,  aeemi  to  promiae  a  roTolnlicq 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  maritime  war,  which 
render  thia  diftrence  of  MM  importanoe  aa  it  ref^u^ 
eoiatiBg  nnfiei^  and  nw  wfoin  new  and  emuder- 
idrte  expeBdltmei  in  tida  branoh  of  ttw  pobUoMTvioe, 
which  win  be  notioed  hereafter. 

Tbe  approprfatfona  for  roada  in  1888  were  |640,- 
000.  There  was  no  each  Federal  expenditurea  in 
eartjyean. 

In  the  expenaca  for  light-boosea  there  bai  been  a 
eouiderable  increaae^  e^ieciallr  vitldm  tlie  laat  two 
yean.  Tbe  annual  amount  expended  in  the  first  ten 
7ean,  indwUng  the  malntenanoe  of  the  eatablidt- 
ment,  waa  leia  than  |Sfi,0OO.  For  many  yean  peat 
It  waa  leea  than  tSOO,000  uuntally:  fant  in  18S7  it 
waa  aaddenlr  increaaed  to  $l,820,oi9,  and  Included 
$921,964  for  new  light^ooaea,  Ac.  In  1886  tbe  ap- 
propHttioni  amounted  to  $063,878.  The  estimate 
merol;  for  maintaining  the  exieting  l^t-liouaea  in 
the  year  1889,  amMnta  to  $894,000.  Tba  appnmri- 
atloaa  for  new  woriu  of  tbia  kind  were  antbomad 
without  proper  exahiinatlona,  and  much  nMnwy  baa 
been  wasted  in  this  braooh  of  tbe  aerrice.  Two 
yeaia  ago  Congreas  directed  ancfa  examinations  to  lie 
made  befine  any  new  work  should  be  commenced. 
The,offioera  reported  in  fhvor  of  aiMpending  the  ap- 
prapriadona  tn  tbIitjNnw  oi  tha  nnmber  of  works 
nihodied  1^  tbe  act  of  1887.  There  is  a  large 
amount  now  remaining  unexpended  in  tbia  branch 
<rf  the  eerrice. 

The  expenditurea  for  fortifications  were  Irregular  in 
die  flnt  years;  but  from  1789  to  1798  the  annual 
average  was  $108,000,  Tbe  approprbtionfl  for  1888 
amounted  to  $1,015,000 ;  and  the  eatimatea  for  1889, 
$1,2«9,100.  This  part  of  tbe  natiottaldafonoe  la  still  in 
a  very  inoompleto  state.  The  imptorement  in  steam 
batteries  within  a  few  years  past  renders  It,  however, 
a  question  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  It  will  not  also 
prod  ace  an  entire  revolution  in  the  plan  of  harbor 
defence ;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  most  judicious 
Ibr  tbe  present  to  confine  our  expenditures  to  tbe 
amameot  ol  the  fortifioations  we  nave  finished,  and 
await  the  reauh  of  Arture  experimenfei  nhkk  will  be- 
come necessary  to  aaeeriahi  irttetb»  floating  ateam 
batteries  are  not  superior  to  stationary  fortilcations 
in  guarding  the  entraooe  into  and  in  defending  har- 
bors. There  are  other  reasons  for  subtending  new 
^)proprintiona  for  1889.  Those  existing  were  not 
made  until  the  7th  July  last,  and  tbe  act  diracted 
tfiatone*half  of  the  amoontahould  becqMndad  fat 
the  preaent  year ;  and  there  remtined  undrawn  from 
the  Treasury,  on  the  lat  January,  $704,889  66,  be- 
sides the  balances  in  tlte  hands  of  our  disbursing 
officers.  Under  such  drcumstances,  with  a  deficient 
reveone,  and  wlille  there  is  a  probability  that  a  ctiaoge 
will  be  made  in  the  plan  of  liartMir  defence,  and  that 
the  public  money  may  hereafter  be  more  advauta- 
gonuly  expended,  the  committee  are  of  (minion  that 
his  not  expedient  to  add  $1,289,100  to  thelaiBe 
amonnt  unexpended  and  fat  the  banda  of  drinrsing 
<^Boera. 

For  the  first  six-aod-twenty  years  the  average 
amonnt  annually  paid  for  peosioas  was  less  than 
«M^O00l  .     late  aal8U  it  WMabovt  $90^000,  and 


in  161B  lea  than  $70,000.  "nie  late  wv  aidc^. 
about  $200,000  for  invalida,  and  tbe  widows  wdiil- 
dren  of  tliose  who  had  died  of  wound*  reedred  a 
battle.  Tbe  whde  pensioB  roU  of  As  UnittdSua 
arising  ftom  the  KevolutioDavy,  bdlaa,  and  Bri&t 
wars,  did  not  then  exceed  $300,000  anntuSr.  Tbt 
ap  propria tiouB  for  pensiona  in  the  present  year  nam 
to  $2,600,000 ;  to  which  are  to  be  added  tbe  penu^ 
ment  appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  and  niiupal?^ 
qq>ropriationa  amounting  to  $741,000,  m^ng  s 
aggr^ate  for  peuMons  in  1839  ct  $4,241,000;  a^ 
we  liave  now  duurged  upon  the  pnMfc  TVamrli,- 
600  penrioners.  A  lull  waa  passed  at  the  kit  tesaei, 
without  debate,  and  improved  on  the  last  itjttic 
aessioit,  wiiicb  dsawa  man  the  Ttaasory  in  tlie  po- 
ent  year  $1,872,000 ;  and  there  are  three  pan! 
penrion  biUa  now  pen^ng  in  the  House,  wUdi  md^ 
if  adopted,  pnAaUy  double  the  annnal  anntf  9- 


result,  and  in  so  short  a  period,  cotdd  M 
have  been  antieipated  by  the  framen  of  oar  en- 
stitnUon.   The  dalms  of  our  reTolutionary  kOb) 
rested  on  peculiar  grounds.    Their  serricw  »i 
sufferings  were  of  an  extraordinary  cbaracttr.ud 
we  had  from  necessity  been  compelled  to  mlw 
our  contracts  with  them.    In  their  can  *e  m( 
warranted  in  departing  from  ordinary  nn^ 
onr  menus  were  ampu  to  iodemnify  tbem.  fn- 
dona  to  Invalids  and  to  the  widows  or  m- 
dren  of  those  who  are  iuUed  or  who  die  <^  vtxuidi 
received  in  battle,  form  a  part  of  the  eoDtnci, 
where  aneh  laws  exist,  between  the  GoTenuMt 
and  the  soldier.   But  in  granting  pennoBi,  m 
we  have  done,  in  eaaea  wb«re  the  loliSfr  w 
neither  killed  nor  wounded  in  battle,  v< 
the  pension  princt|de,  and  chai^d  the 
Treasiiry  with  half  pay  to  tbe  represeDUtiwe  of 
all  who  enUat  in  the  service  of  fi*'*""*? 
whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  in  addition  tout 
cwnpensation  stipulated  for  their  services,  nw 
to  1836  there  was  no  deputure  from  tbe 
pension  rules,  except  as  to  RevtrintioBtr;  "^'^ 
but  in  tliat  year  providon  was  made  genenlljtir 
pensions  in  ordinary  cases  of  death,  while  ffi  * 
service,  after  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  *lietb«  « 
wounds  or  not.    *The  same  rule  was  eitendni" 
the  navy  pennon  fhnd,  which  wQl  be 
destroyed  by  such  Improvident  leg^shlion.^^ 
to  1887,  this  faiid  waa  amply  snfll^pt  to  p<it» 
for  our  naval  invalids,  and  for  tbe  widows  or  tu* 
dren  of  those  who  had  been  killed  in  battle.  It*^ 
invested  in  stocks,  and  amonnted,  on  the  l^'^'T 
1887,  to  $1,116,289  68:  it  is  now  reduced, 
the  operation  of  recent  Uws,  to  t^S-Kf^ 
Should  we  have  no  reform  in  this  branch  of  1^ 
laUon,  it  wiU  be  diflieolt  to  anticipate  tbe 
wiiich  may  be  annually  required  for  tbia 
Van.   If  we  continue  to  grant  pensions  in 
ordinary  death,  in  peace  or  in  war,  the  "f!^ 
ativcs  of  those  who  are  employed  in  the  mi"*? 
service,  and  to  all  In  the  naval  service,  »» 
soon  follow  the  example  of  some  nio»K»^*^ 
extend  our  penrion  roll,  and  with  eqw  JifirL 
the  repreaentatiTea  of  aU  who  die  in  the  dm  f 
ploymenta  of  Government   


•TbaaetorifiSldldBot  Intihide  tU  vbo  ■> 
tu7Mn1c«,  after  lhaSOth  April,  18l^biit«n>'>«»*^^ 
rangen,  sa^todblea,  sad  vcdtrnteeiB,  uid     <<r^  1^ 
dal  airta  wars  passed  ettaUlsUnc  tha  MM  Fif*^ 
the  nsnlsr  awjr, 
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[Jabmst,  1888* 


The  committeo  feel  it  to  be  tlieir  duty  to  briog  to 
the  special  notice  of  the  House  the  hearyaad 
idly  lacreasing  expenditures  upon  harbors  and 
rivers.  This  item  was  unknown  m  the  early  legisla- 
tion of  the  Federal  GovenmkenL  The  firat-appro- 
priatton  was  made  in  1803 ;  bat  prior  to  1816  only 
|38,449  had  been  expended  upon  two  works,  con- 
nected directly  and  indirectly,  with  nary  yards  and 
light-houses.  In  1816  and  1819  two  other  appro- 
priations were  made,  amountbg  to  $84,000,  both 
conaected  with  light-hoosea.  A  few  appropriations 
were  made  in  1620,  1821,  1822,  and  1828,  in  the 
neighborhoods  of  %ht-houses  and  navy  yards, 
amouating  altogether  to  fS^i'^SO;  and  in  1828  two 
harbor  surreys  were  authorized,  at  an  expense  of 
1350. 

Aftfir  we  hod  adopted  the  poUoy  of  raising  more 
revenue  than  was  required  for  Federal  purposes, 
and  as  the  period  approached  for  the  redemption 
I   of  the  pabUo  debt,  this  was  one  of  the  new  branches 
,  of  ezponditnre  resorted  to  in  order  to  absorb  a 
oontemplatod  surplus.   Accordingly,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  our  legislation,  an  act 
was  passed  on  the  20th  of  Hay,  1826,  "for  im- 
proring  certain  harbors,  and  the  narigaUon  of  cer- 
tuo  rivers  and  creeks  ;  and  for  authcwizing  surveys 
to  be  made  of  certain  bays,  sounds,  and  rivers, 
therein  mentioned."   On  the  2d  of  March,  1S27, 
.  this  was  followed  by  a  regular  annual  bill,  "  to  au- 
,  thorizo  the  improving  of  certain  liarbors,  the  build- 
.  log  of  piers,  and  for  other  purposes."   These  ex- 
penditures  immediately  increased,  in  1827,  to 
,  |s2,fiOO;  in  1628,  to  9121,000;  and  in  1829,  to 
;  $505,000.    In  1838,  the  appropriations  were  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half,  and  the  estimates  for 
;  1839  amount  to  $1,718,000. 
'■      The  aggregate  amount  already  appropriated  for 
;  these  works  is  $8,919,048  66,  besides  canal  stocks, 
'  and  the  debt  assumed  for  the  corporatioos  of  this 
District  for  investments  in      same,  amounting  to 
\  $3,883,490;  makinganaggregateof  $12,802,688  66. 
The  estimates  for  comjuetisg  some  of  these  works 
amount  to  $4,611(^842  21 ;  but,  jud^g  by  our  ex- 
perience aa  to  former  estimates,  it  will  more  proba- 
blv  require  ten  millions,  besides  the  cost  of  some 
of  the  most  expensive  works,  for  which  there  are 
no  estimates  at  all.   In  adi^Uon  to  this,  a  bill  is 
now  peudiug,  and  would  liave  passed  die  House  at 
the^  close  of  tbo  last  sesden  but  for  want  of  time, 
which,  with  the  ameadments,  embraced  approprl- 
'   ations  for  new  works  amounting  to  near  a  million 
of  dollars,  and  involving  aa  olniute  expeadttnre 
of  probably  five  millions  more. 
'      In  1836  this  subject  was  inreetlgated  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted by  one  of  its  members,  (Mr,  Smith,  of 
Mune,)  on  the  10th  of  February.   That  report 
states  that  there  was,  even  at  that  time,  "  a  re^ ne- 
cessity for  hesitatioD.  if  not  of  actual  r^brm,  in  the 
farther  prosecution  of  pablio  works  open  the  same 
system  which  had,  of  late  jears,  obfauned  under  the 
GoTcmment ;  "  that  they  were  made  subservient "  to 
the  purposes  of  the  in^vidual  wealth  and  profit  of 
the  agents  and  contractors  immediately  concern- 
ed ; "  that  the  i^ropriation  for  one  year,  and  .for 
each  succeeding  year,  in  many  eases  exceeded  the 
whole  of  the  otigfaial  estimate:  that  maoy  of  the 
works  were  built  over  again,  and  that  others  were 
rotten  before  they  were  completed.   On  the  Slst  of 
January,  1837,  tha  same  gentleman  made  another 
report  from  the  Comadttes  of  W^.Mid  Hmds, 


referring  to  the  former  as  "explanatory  of  the  un- 
productive, yet  growing  expenditures  of  the  Gov-, 
eminent  upon  harbors  and  rivers,  and  expressive 
of  serious  doubts  of  the  policy  of  following  out  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  unless  some  more  cer> 
tain,  and  efficient,  and  economical  lystem  for  con- 
ducting it  could  be  devised."  The  opnitni  of  the 
committee  had  not  been  changed  by  "  the  expe- 
rience of  another  year ;  '*  and  the  report  adds,  that, 
"  without  some  curtailment  by  Congress  of  the  class 
of  works  already  projected  as  recipients  of  its  boun- 
tyj  and  without  a  dedsive  limitation  of  its  appro- 
pnatlons  to  works  that  may  justly  be  -denominated 
tlie  first  magnitude,  and  of  imperious  necesrity 
too,  it  reqtures  no  SfHrit  of  prophecy  to  predict  that 
tbo  operations  of  the  civil  engineer  department  will, 
in  a  very  few  years,  rival.  In  expenditures  and  nu- 
merical strength  of  agents  and  operatives,  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  service  of  the  Government,  and 
constitute  a  more  alarming  branch  of  public  patron- 
age than  is  to  bo  found  elsewhere  in  the  Govern* 
meat.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  expendi- 
tures, corruption,  fkrorittsm,  and  peculation  may 
be  reduced  to  system  more  suocesafaUy  in  them 
than  In  almost  any  other  branch  of  the  dvil  admin- 
istration." 

If  such  was  tbo  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  1837,  it  certunly  oannot  be 
changed  by  examining  into  the  present  condition 
of  these  improvements. 

After  an  experiment  of  thirteen  yean  on  the  108 
works  for  which  appropriationa  have  been  made, 
the  following  ii  the  reaiw : 

Nerer  oommenoed,  g 
Abandoned,     -  ..--..i 

Suspended,     '  4 

May  perhaps  be  completed  with  existing  appro- 
priations^ -  14 

Completed,  SO 

Notoompletod,       •      -      -      -      ■  -81 

Total,      .      -      -  108 

Somo  of  tlw  works  have  been  buQt  over  tirico, 
and  the  twenty  completed  cost  but  $409,178  25, 
leaving  all  the  expen^ve  works  yet  to  be  finished, 
and  at  an  expense  which  cannot  even  be  estimated. 

Such  is  the  result  of  this  Federal  system  of  im- 
proving our  harbors,  rivers,  and  ereeks,  and  build- 
ing piers  for  our  cities,  towns,  and  vUlages;  and 
such  the  prospect  before  us.  The  time  naa  cer- 
tainly arrived  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  Inquire 
whether  all  these  expenditures  belong  to  Federal 
legislation ;  and  to  examine  a  system  which,  if  made 
permanent,  must  entirely  change  the  character  of 
our  Ooverament. 


IK  BENATIi. 

IfoNDAT,  Janaary  28. 
PHitionJ\rom  iha  SettUrt  in  Oregon  TerrUttry. 

Hr.  Ijinr  presoited  die  foUowing  memorial 
from  dtizens  of  theOr^on  Territt^; 

Ta  th»  hotteifaU*  Uu  BtnaUaiid  Hmm  of  S^pTtm^ 
.  otivm  <&e  UniUd  8tate9  irf  JMMniM  : 
The  underngned,  settlers  south  of  the  Columbia 
]^ver,  beg  leave  to  rqmasnt  to  your  h(HH)raUe 
body,  that  our  eettiexnent,  begun  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  has  hitherto  prospered  be- 


Digitized  by 


786 


ABBIDOnilT  OW  THS 


S«ltJ>Um. 


joai  the  most  aanguliw  expectations  of  its  flnt 
prcgectore.  The  products  or  our  fleldt  lure  im- 
pl;  jiulifled  the  roost  flattering  descriptions  of  the 
fertilItT  at  the  soil,  vhile  the  fadUtiM  which  it  af- 
finds  for  rearing  cattie  are,  perhaps,  exceeded  hj 
those  of  no  country  In  North  America.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  we  believe,  are  not  gene- 
rallj  apprised  of  the  extent  of  valuable  country 
west  of  tiie  Rocky  Mountains.  A  large  portion  of  the 
territory  from  the  ColumUa  lUrer  south,  to  the 
boondary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  r^blic,  and  extending  ftom  tiie  coast  of 
the  Padflc  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  tiiree 
hundred  miles  to  the  interior,  Is  either  well  supplied 
with  timber  or  adapted  to  pasturage  <v  aKT4cultnre. 
'Rue  fertile  ralleys  of  the  Wallamette  and  Umpqua 
•re  varied  with  prairies  and  woodland,  and  biter- 
sected  by  abundant  lateral  stnama,  presentiDg  jbdU- 
ties  Ibr  machinery.  Perhaps  no  country,  of  the 
■amo  Uthnde,  is  &<nwed  with  •  dlmate  so  nUd. 
The  winter  rains.  It  is  true,  are  an  oljectioii ;  bat 
they  are  generally  preferred  to  the  snows  and  in- 
tense oolfT which  prenila  in  the  Northern  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  ground  is  seldom  oovered 
with  snow,  nor  does  it  ever  remain  but  a  few  hours. 

We  need  hardly  allude  to  tlie  oonomercial  ad- 
vantages of  the  Territory.  Its  happy  podtton  for 
tmde  with  China,  India,  and  the  Western  ooasts  of 
America,  will  be  readily  reco^zed.  The  growing 
importance,  faoweTcr,  of  the  islands  of  the  Pieifle 
is  not  so  Renemlly  known  and  appreciated.  As 
these  island  progreaa  in  ciTillzation,  their  demand 
for  the  produce  «  more  northern  dimatet  will  In- 
crease. Nor  can  any  ooimtry  lopply  then  with 
beef,  floor,  &C.,  cm  terms  so  adTantageooaaa  this.  A 
Tery  succesaftd  eObrt  has  been  recently  made,  at 
the  Sandwidi  Idands,  hi  the  cultiration  of  coffee 
and  the  sugar  cane.  A  colony  liere  will,  in  time, 
thence  easily  derive  these  articles  and  other  trop- 
ical products  in  exchange  for  the  produce  of  thdr 
own  labor.  We  have  thus  briefly  alhided  to  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country,  snd  to  its  external 
relationg.  They  arc,  in  our  opinion,  strong  induce- 
ments for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
take  formal  and  speedy  posseesion.  We  urge  this 
step  as  promidng  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
nation.  But  the  advantg^  it  may  oimfer  iq>on 
ug,  and  the  evils  It  may  avert  ftom  our  poMoittyt  i* 
incalculable. 

Our  sDoisl  InterDonrw  has  thus  ftr  been  prosecuted 
Tith  reference  to  feeUngs  (tf  honor,  to  toe  feeling 
of  dependence  aa.  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 
to  their  morel  influence.  Under  this  state  of  things, 
we  have  thus  fiur  prospered,  but  we  cannot  bope 
that  it  will  continue.  The  agricultural  and  other 
resources  ^  the  oountiy  cannot  fiidl  to  indnoa  en^ 
gn^on  and  oommeroe.  As  oar  setflemettt  b^ns 
to  draw  Ha  supplies  tbrotu^  other  dtanneta,  the  feel- 
ing of  dependence  upon  we  EudsMi^  Bay  Company, 
to  wUoh  we  have  alluded  as  one  of  the  safegnaids 
of  our  social  intercourse,  will  l>«;in  to  dIminiBb. 
We  are  anxious  when  we  imagine  what  will  be,  wliat 
must  be,  the  condition  of  so  ndxed  a  oommuuity, 
free  from  all  legal  restraint,  and  supeiim  to  tluvt 
mwal  influence  which  has  hithnto  been  the  pledge 
ofonrMd'ety.  * 

Our  interests  are  identified  with  those  oi  the 
eountry  of  our  adoption.  We  flatter  ourselves  that 
we  are  the  germ  of  a  great  State,  and  are  anxious 
to  give  an  eoriy  time  to  the  moral  and  intdleetual 
11*™**—  of  Us  dliMna.  Wo  are  folly  tmn^  too, 


that  the  destinies  of  our  poeteri^  will  be  indiutdT 
ailbcted  by  the  cliBraeter  of  tfaoee  who  emignte  u 
the  coODtiT.  The  tenltmy  most  populale,  Ihi 
Congress  of  Ibe  United  Slirtca  moat  a^t^ebitt 
Tbo  natural  resouiosf  of  the  country,  with  ivri- 
judged  dvO  oode^  iriH  famte  a  good  eoDmnuT. 
But  a  good  oommuDity  will  hardy  entknte  to'i 
country  whldi  promises  no  protecti(m  for  M  a 
property.  Inquiries  have  ^ready  been  sobtnitteda 
someofosforinfonnatioioftbecooutiy.  Inretnn, 
we  CIS  <»ljy  qpeak  at  a  ooontry  U^y  famed  cf 
natore.  We  can  boast  vt  no  dTll  code.  Ve  im 
promise  no  protection  but  tiie  alterior  tesorttf  idF 
defence.  By  whom,  then,  shall  our  counti^  k 
populated  r  By  the  recUees  anduni»iadiMii}t» 
tnrer  I  not  by  ttie  hardy  and  enten»iaing  pioneertf 
theWest  By  ttie  Botany  Bay  refiigee,  bjr  the  iw 
gade  of  dvilixation  from  the  Rocky  Motmtuia, 
the  pn^Igate,  deserted  seamen  from  Toljitm,!^ 
the  nnptmdpled  aharpeis  Aom  ^aairit  inenL 
Well  are  we  aanred  that  H  will  cost  ^  Gorenuti 
of  the  United  State*  more  to  reduce  dmoii 
so  discordant  to  sodsl  order,  than  to  promote  ov 
permanent  peace  and  prosperity  by  a  timdj  ictiai 
of  Congreei.  Not  can  we  sappoee  tbstso  TidoQi 
p<qm1awn  coold  be  railed  on  la  case  of  a  rvfca 
between  tiw  United  Btatss  and  any  oAer  power. 

Oar  Intereowao  with  the  nattves  amcHig  n,  jbM 
m'oeb  by  the  same  Infloence  whidi  has  promoted  bs" 
mony  among  oaiBdrea,  has  be^  genenSj  pxifc 
But  the  same  canseo  wUch  will  interrupt  buimj 
among  ourselves,  will  also  interrupt  our  frieDdlyi^ 
tions  with  the  natives.  It  is,  therefore,  of 
importanoo  both  to  tiiem  and  to  us,  that  the  Gortn- 
ment  sboold  take  enenetic  measures  to  Mcmda 
execution  of  all  laws  alRcting  Indian  tnde  ud  A* 
Intercouree  of  white  men  and  Indii&&  We 
thus  briefly  shown  that  the  security  of  onr  penM 
and  our  property,  the  hopes  and  destinies  i^  t" 
children,  are  involved  in  the  ottjects  of  ourpeti^ 
We  do  not  presume  to  suggest  the  maimer  Is  w 
the  country  dunild  be  occuj^ed  by  the  GorauiA 
nw  the  extent  to  wliidi  our  setdnnent  Amid  Its' 

couraged.   We  conflde  in  ttie  wisdom  of 
tional  legislatota,  and  have  the  sid^  tt 
candid  dellbentiai,  and  yonr  petHfamen  uiH 
pray. 

(Signed,)  J.  lu  WHETOOMB,  and  U  otbtft 
March  IS,  189B. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lnnr,  the  nwrnorid  »* 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordeied  to  " 
printed. 

&iU  Dutia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bbkton,  the  Seorte  tw* 
np  the  request  made  by  liim  for  leave  to  * 
trodnce  a  for  the  repeal  of  the  «Jt  da^ 
and  the  fishing  boimties,  and  allowances  depeoa- 
ent  thereon.  , 

Mr.  Datib  then  addressed  the  Senile,  w 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  BiHTOir, 
presentiDg  the  bill  on  Thorsday  Itst.  ^ 

Mr.  Bknton  replied  to  Mr.  Datb  »WW 
after  which, 

The  Saute  Kyouiied. 
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Umiied  Slatm  NatmnOaatioit  Lmn  1m  BritiA  ConU—Oat  iffTMUr,     [Jununr,  1889. 


-  ToDBSDAT,  January  81. 
Dhitei  SMe»  HatumUiaHm  Lam  in  Brituh 

Hr.  Out,  of  Eentnclgr,  presented  tiie  petition 
(rf  Dr.  £.  A.  TheUer,  who  stated  that' he  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  had  heen  naturalized, 
aod  re^dea  in  this  coontry ;  that  he  had  joined 
in  the  e]^>edition  for  the  invasion  of  OanadiL 
and  had  been  taken  priaoner;  tiiat  he  had 
been  tried,  and  convicted  of  treason — the 
ja<^  cha^i^  the  jarj  on  his  trial  that  hia 
act  of  naturalization  la  this  ooontry  was  null, 
and  of  non-effeot,  that  no  sabseqaent  act  oould 
expatriate  him  from  hia  original  all^^ance. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Dr.  T.  aaka  that 
Congress  should  take  some  action  on  the 
Bultject,  which  would  define  the  rights  of 
nBtnralized  cutizens. 

After  some  rfOnafka  frtsn  Ur.  OuT,ofEen- 
tDoky, 

Ur.  N'oBTsix  Bud,  that  the  memorialist  was 
a  citizen  of  Michigan,  He  was  an  intelligent 
man,  but  an  enthusiast  in  whatever  related  to 
human  liberty.  He  had  sent  to  him  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  memorial  Just  presented.  The 
facta  in  the  memorial  were  as  stated  bj  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  memorialist  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  but  a  natni^zed  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
past  year,' he  embarked  in  the  strogf^le  for 
Canadian  liberty.  He  was  osptnred  m  the 
Upper  ProTiaee  tA  Ouiada,  and  taken  to  To- 
nmto.  There  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and 
sentenced  to  execution,  on  a  charge  of  high 
treason  against  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 
The  chief  justice  of  the  province,  .who  presided 
at  the  trial,  instructed  the  jury,  tbat  no  sub- 
ject of  the  kii^om  could  ever  expatriate  him- 
self. Birth,  and  the  reudenoe  of  one  hour  in 
the  British  dominions,  created  a  perpetaal 
allegiance.  From  this  allegiance  the  subject 
could  never  be  exonerated,  under  any  plea  or 
prince.  The  memorialist  owed  his  present 
sa£vty  from  the  penalties  of  treason,  to  his 
escape  from  the  citadel  of  Qnebeo. 

These  were  -the  facts  which  gave  rise  to  this 
memorial.  Upon  these  facts,  tiie  memorialist 
appeals  to  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
adjustment  of  uiis  qn^ion  of  perpetual  alle- 
^anoe  claimed  by  Great  Britain  aom  all  her 
native  bom  subjects,  and  for  the  protection  of 
all  such  subjects  as  have  become,  or  may 
become,  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  subject  was  certainly  one  of 
great  importance.  The  doctrine  of  perpet- 
nal  aO^ancei  asserted  by  Great  Britain, 
was  an  absurd  relic  of  feudal  barbarism.  It 
was  incompatible  with  the  oonstitutjon  and 
laws  of  naturalization  of  the  United  States. 
By  those,  British  mbjeots  may  and  do  become 
Ameriean  citizens.  They  are  entitied,  equally 
with  onr  native  citizens,  to  uroteotiw  in  ul 
their  lawftd  pursuits,  wherever  they  may 
hqipen  to  be.  This  Government  was  thos 
bomid  to  protect  them  in  peace  and  in  war. 
VoL.XIII.--47 


Ur.  Uadison,  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
BritiUn,  steadily  miuotained  this  principle, 
resisted  the  claim  of  that  kingdom  to  the 
pen>etual  all^iance  of  her  snl^eota  after  th«- 
had  become  onr  citizens,  and  repeatedly  inti- 
mated his  determination  to  retaliate  for  evexj 
ii^ury  inflicted  upon  our  naturalized  citizen^ 
captured  as  prisoners  ctf  war,  if  they  were 
pmiished  on  the  ground  of  their  being  8altJe(^ 
or  if  they  were  treated  dlfiierentiy  from  other 
prisoners  of  war.  The  memoriimst  was  mia- 
token  in  supposing  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  thb  country  and  Great  Britain  recog- 
nized the  right  of  that  kingdom  to  the  perpet- 
ual allegiance  of  her  native  bom  subjects. 
No  such  expression  is  to  be  found  in  those 
treaties.  Onr  Revolutionary  ancestors  were 
all  British  suMeots  at  one  time.  In  separating 
from  the  mother  country,  they  ceased  to  be 
her  subjects.  And  how  could  tfaer*  ^  the 
troaty  of  peace  which  recognized  wem  as  a 
sei^arate  and  independent  nation,  permit  Great 
Britain  to  assert  any  claim  to  the  perpetual 
alle^ance  of  those  who  were  bom  withm  tiie 
British  realms? 

No  principle  is  more  #ear  than  that  the 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  possess 
all  the  rights  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  pro- 
tection which  oould  be  claimed  by  m^ve 
citizens.  No  duty  is  more  imperative  upon 
the  Gtoverament  than  that  of  afltoding  equal 
protection  to  the  naturaHzed  as  to  the  native 
citizen ;  and  he  had  no  recollection  of  any  ftil- 
nre  on  the  part  of  any  Republic  or  any  Adn^- 
istrat^on  to  perfonn  its  duty  in  this  respect. 

The  circumstances  which  had  produced  this 
memorial  were  peculiar,  and  had  embarrassed 
any  action  which  the  Government  might  haVe 
been  disposed  to  take  on  the  subject.  The  memo- 
rialist had,  in  hia  zeal  for  the  liberty  a  foreign 
province  not  prepared  to  assert  its  own  free- 
dom, invaded  that  foreign  province ;  and  had, 
with  a  number  of  our  native  citizens,  waged 
war  upon  the  British  authorities,  while  hia 
own  countiy  was  at  peace  ani^  in  amity  with 
them,  and  had  been  captured.  Be  and  hli 
coadjutors  had  voluntarily,  at  least  for  a  time^ 
expatriated  themselves.  They,  had  left  their 
own  country  to  engage  in  a  foreign  civil  war. 
Now,  in  this  situation,  what  right  had  onr 
Govemmoat  to  exercise  its  power  for  their 
protection,  except  by  way  of  friendly  in- 
terposition? If.  the  memorialist  hod  been 
taken  wtiile  fighting  the  batties  of  his  adopted 
countrr;  if,  without  committing  aggression 
upon  the  established  Government  of  a  foreign 
power,  he  had,  while  passing  through  any  pu^ 
of  its  dominions,  been  taken  on  any  pretext, 
and  tried  for  any  offence  not  committed  against 
the  peace  of  ^t  power,  and  condemned  on 
the  claim  of  a  perpetual  aUenanoe  from  hint 
then  this  Government  would  have  been  bound 
to  interpose  fbr  his  protection,  and  would 
have  protected  him.  As  it  was,  the  Exec- 
utive acted  with  regard  to  him  precisely 
as  it  did  with  rraard  to  native  dtiiena 
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c^tnred  at  the'  same  time  vith  him.  It  sent 
u  agent  to  Toronto  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
Tdlhig  with  the  provlndal  aullioritieB  to 
tdease  the  priwHwra.  It  made  no  dla^ction 
between  the  natnrolized  and  the  native  eitisen. 
"What  more  conld  it  do,  without  iaTolvii^  the 
nation  in  a  war?  Itmisht  have  made  a  formal 
declaration,  that  it  would  never  recognize  the 
prindple  of  perpetual  allegiance,  as  asserted 
fn  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  me- 
morialist. It  might,  as  intimated  bj  the 
Senator  from  Kentockj,  -  have  remonstrated 
agunst  that  bai-barona  principle.  Bnt  if  it 
bad  done  so,  the  danger  was,  that  he  would 
have  been  forthwith  ordered  to  execution,  for 
the  very  purpose  of  showing  a  determination 
praeticulr  to  maintain  the  British  chum  to 
tibe  perpetual  aUegiaace  of  their  subjeota.  He 
bad  no  doubt  this  ctxidderation  had 
operated  upon  the  ezeontion  in  tiiia  ease.  He 
had  alluded  to  these  ikets  to  show  that  this 
Government  had  not  been  inattentive  to  its  ^tj 
on  this  occasion.  ■ 

ThubsHt,  Jannary  81. 

Liberation  of  Amariean  iSBowM  hp  £r%iith  Au- 
thorittM  while  patting  Jivm  ene  U.  8.  port 
te  another. 

Kr.  Oauioun  offbred  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  conndered  and  agreed  to : 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Fre^dent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commnnicate  to  the  Senate  whether 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  has  made  compen- 
satiOD  is  the  cases  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Enco- 
mium, and  Comet,  the  first  of  which  was  forced  by 
■tiess  of  weather  hito  Port  Hamilton,  Bermnda 
Umd,  and  the  other  two  undkaA  en  the  keys  (tf 
ttw  BahamMk  and  Ae  slaves  on  boaid  fotdUv  seized 
and  detuned  hy  the  local  autboritieat  and  if  no 
ctmpenaatioD  bes  been  nuule,  the  reasmui  nhj  it  has 
not  been  mada,  with  a  copy  of  the  oorreroimdenoe 
between  the  two  Govemmenta,  whldi  has  taken  place 
since  the  answer  to  a  former  ciii  on  the  same-  si^ject 
by  the  Senate. 

SmaU  SUtier  Coinage  for  Ohaoffe. 
Ur.  Stukov  presented  certain  resolutions 
adhpted  by  the  Legislature  of  Korth  Carolina, 
representing  ihe  scarcity  of  ^ecie  change  in  that 
State,  and  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver  change. 
The  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Hr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  wished  to  make  a 
single  observation  on  the  subject,  before  it  was 
pa^ed.  This  complaint  of  the  want  of  silver 
change  was  not  confined  to  Korth  Carolina, 
but  existed  in  other  places,  and  was  produced 
by  that  disproportionate  value  between  gold 
and  ^ver  coin  whieh  (aiginated  in  the  ^e- 
brated  gold  biU.  The  eflfieot  of  Ais  biU 
was  this :  that  when  it  became  necessary  to 
export  speci&  silver  was  exported  in  prefer- 
ence to  ^Id,  becatise  the  silver  was  more 
Tflloable  m  foreign  countries;  and  hence,  he 
iy>I«ehended,  was  the  scarcity  in  North  Car- 


olina. He  had  late^  received  a  commooitt- 
tion  on  this  subject  from  one  our  eotmna- 
cial  Northern  dties,  which  attribi^  Ibe 
soardty  of  silver  chanite  to  this  csnse. 

Hi.  Bxbxksr  said  that  when  he  offend  tk 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Korth  Cm- 
lina,  he  had  not  the  slightest  expectatiwtfail 
they  -would  have  given  rise  to  any  d^; 
but  as  tho  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  thoi^ 
proper  to  notice  them,  for  the  purpose  of  io^ 
duomg  notions  on  the  subject  of  the  aanoe!, 
he  f61t  it  due  to  himself  and  his  constitueDt^ 
from  whom  these  resolutions  eniBnated.  u 
make  a  brief  reply.  He  wholly  dissented  fm 
tiie  position  laid  down  by  the  Senator  frm 
Kentucky,  with  r^ard  to  thd  causes  whkli  in- 
duced the  Bcardty  of  silver  change^  It  n 
not  exportation  which  produced  toisficaidtf. 
but  it  arose  from  the  hoarding  of  mWa  the 
banks^  who  issued,  in  lieu  of  i^  their  sea] 
notes.  In  &ct,  be  did  not  believe  that  hItc 
coins  of  the  lower  denominations  were  tnr 
exported. 

Mr.  Cut,  of  Kentncky,  hoped  he  migbt  be 
permitted,  wiUiout  offence,  to  nuJte  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  Bu^ect  presented  hj  tiiM 
resolutions,  portictilarry  as  it  was  one  ud* 
portanoe,  to  which  his  attention  had  \m 
recently  d  u*ecled.  He  happened  to  receiye,  bat 
a  few  days  ago,  a  oommuni cation  from  an  intS- 
gent  gentlemiu,  in  one  of  our  prine^  f» 
ports,  affirming  that  the  soaHsty  «  she 
change  was  one  of  tiie  effects  the  pwip 
of  the  gold  bill ;  because,  by  redacing  tto 
standard  of  the  gold  coin,  it  became  l<«  n» 
able  as  ai^  article  of  exportation  than  sil^i 
and,  therefore,  the  latter  was  always  «P(^ 
Now  this  was  exactly  what  was  predicted  1? 
himself  and  others,  at  the  time  of  the  pasM?« 
of  the  hiw,  for  the  a4ju8tment  of  the  ts1» 
of  the  two  coins ;  and  the  result  has  provtf  im 
correctness  of  the  prediction.  Gold  ctwMw* 
be  exported  tmder  that  law,  withont  disMj«' 
tage,  imlesB  ezoluii^^  was  neatly  agunst^ 
but  silver  can  profitably  be  exported, 
when  exportation  benmies  necessary,  it  ^  « 
course  made  in  that  species  of  ann  in 
it  can  be  sent  abroad  witboat  loss. 
exactly  in  accordance  with  the  inforiMU* 
which  he  had  just  received  from  an  iat^^ 
source,  in  one  of  our  laive  commercial  dtiw. 

Mr.  NiLKs  thought  lliat  the  BenaWr  froj" 
Kentncky  (Mr.  Clat)  was  mistaJtcn  u  t" 
causes  to  which  he  had  attributed  the  saratj 
of  silver  change,  and  that  he  was  niist"^  i° 
the  fact  that  a  scarcity  of  chajwe  enstw  » 
the  country  at  large.  He  thought  there  *■ 
no  such  scarcity;  he  know,  in  monypl*^ 
was  abundant  Within  his  own  expenw 
banks  had  refused- to  receive  it  Thu'^J 
convincing  proof  that  there  was  ffi^ 
of  it  It  ia  known  to  every  one  who  1*1" 
quired  into  thU  subject,  that  silver  cbane , 
never  exported,  becanse  its  nominal  t^o^ 
foreign  market  would  ho  lost,  and  it  oof^ZL 
be  d&poaed  of  as  bunion  to  be  reooiiied,  o«*- 
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sioning  much  loss  by  the  process.  There  maj 
be  a  scarcltj  of  chan^  in  some  States,  bat 
that  is  the  resolt'of  their  paper  Bystems.  The 
hostility  of  paper  to  silver  is  well  known; 
indeed,  bo  hostile  is  it,  that  where  it  baa  the 
power,  even  silver  fipennybita  are  driven  ont 
of  cironlation.  What  was  the  result  in  Philftp 
delphia,  where  the  mint  was  located,  during 
the  late  sospension  f  In  that  city,  which,  pre- 
vious to  the  sospension,  was  thoroughly  satn- 
rated  with  diver  change,  after  the'barrier  was 
broken  down  and  the  emission  of  shinplasters 
authorized,  no  change  whatever  conld  be  pro- 
cured. In  a  single  night,  the  state  of  things 
waa  completely  changed.  Instead  of  an 
abundance  of  silver  change,  there  was  an  entire 
absence  of  it.  '  And  a  similar  result  will 
always  follow  a  similar  cause :  and  to  the 
oxtenuon  of  onr  paper  system,  the  oircnlation 
of  one  dollar  notes,  and  notes  for  a  fractional 
part  of  a  dollar,  m^  we  mneh  more  appn^nia- 
tely  look  for  the  aeard^  of  ^ver  change,  than 
the  operations  of  the  gold  bill  1886. 

Mr.  Stbakgb  said,  that,  npon  reflection,  fae 
was  entirely  satiirfiea  that  uie  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  grossly  mistaken  in  tiie  por- 
tions laid  down  by  him.  Every  man  Imew 
that  there  had  been  a  great  increase  of  specie 
in  the  conntry,  since  the  passage  of  the  gold 
bill.  Now  this  increase  conld  not  be  alto- 
gether in  gold,  but  must  be  partly  in  silver  and 
partly  in  gold.  He  waa  also  satisfied  that 
there  conld  not  be  the  difference  in  value,  be- 
tween the  gold  and  silver  coinage,  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentnol^  nippoBM;  Hor  he 
believed  that  tiwir  relative  vafaie  was  aa 
nicely  a^nsted  as  ft  waa  posdble  for  hnmsn 
ingennily  to  do  it;  indeed,  thia  was  shown 
to  be  the  case  by  the  prioea  oorrent  in  foreign 
countries. 

The  Senator  from  Eentnoky  bad  attributed 
the  disappearaace  of  silver  specie  to  exporta- 
tion, and  he  attributed  it  to  the  hoarding  of 
it  by  the  banks,  and  partly  by  Individuals. 
Change  was  a  thing  that  was  never  exported. 
The  country  must  be  reduced  to  the  lowest 
ebb,  before  it  would  suffer  the  inconvenience 
and  loss  of  sending  it  abroad ;  because  it  must 
go  as  mere  bullion,  to  be  recoiiud,  in  tiie 
couutriea  to  vhleh  it  is  sent.  Every  man  of 
reason  and  reflection,  could  see  at  tmoe  the 
tme  cause  for  this  scarcity ;  and  upon  the 
soundest  pihudplea  of  philosophy,  when  one 
good  cause  presents  itse^  it  was  idle  to  search 
for  anotiier.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  witli  tiiese  remarks,  but  for  the  im- 
mediate connection  tiie  subject  had  with 
bis  constituents  and  himself  and  but  for  the 
false  position  laid  down  by  tiie  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

That  Senator  seemed  to  have  taken  North 
Carolina  under  his  especial  charge,  and  to  have 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  t^e  part  in  the 
public  strog^ea  within  her.  When  he  and  his 
colleague,  some  time  ago,  introduced  certain 
resolutions  coming  from  their  State,  the  Sena- 
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tor  took  the  unusual  course  of  ^)pearing  as 
the  advocate  of  one  of  the  politick  parties  of 
that  State,  and,  in  a  lengthened  addre^  assi^- 
ing  his  views  as  to  the  complexion  of  the  docu- 
ment, and  the  course  of  the  North  Carolina 
Senators  on  ttus  floor.  And  what  foUowed! 
Why,  a  garbled  statement  <tf  the  debate  was 
immediately  sent  out^  in  one  <rf  the  papers  of 
this  city,  in  advuice  of  the  tme  statement, 
centring  the  answers  of  his  colleague  and 
himself ;  and  no  donbt  the  intended  effect  was 
produced  before  the  contradiction  could  over- 
take the  misrepresentation,  which  was  pub-, 
lisbed  in  every  Whig  paper  in  the  Stat-e. 
What  was  the  case  now  ?  These  being  North 
Carolina  resolutions,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, who  seems  to  take  saoh  an  interest  in 
that  State,  rises  In  his  place,  and  assumes  a 
position  in  relation  to  them,  which,  if  uncon- 
tradicted, will  have  an  nnfavorable  effect 
on  the  public  mind.  We  must,  said  Mr.  S.,  be 
more  fortunate  now  tiian  usual,  if  tiie  contra 
diction  aooomi«aies  tiie -assertion. 

Ur.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  stdd  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  prolong  this  discussion,  but  he  would 
assure  tne  Senator  from  North  Carolina  that 
he  bad  not  the  least  inclination  to  interfere 
between  him  and  his  constituents.  When  the 
resolutions  fh}m  the  L^islature  of  North 
Carolina  instructing  her  Senators  were  pre=- 
Bunted,  he  had  offered  some  remarks  because 
they  had  adverted  to  matters  of  general  inter- 
est, and  if  an  incorrect  report  of  them  had 

rne  forth  to  the  world,  no  one  weuld  regret 
more  than  he  did.  He  would  have  been 
pleased  had  the  disonsnon  been  pubUshed  just 
as  It  occurred  In  the  Sen^  but  he  had  no 
agency  or  control  of  the  sal^ect.  So  much  for 
that  matter.  Thia  morning  the  Senator  pre- 
sents resolutions  on  the  subject  of  diver 
change,  and  I,  having  within  a  few  days  receiv- 
ed oommunioations  from  diffisrent  sections  of 
the  country  on  the  same  subject,  think  proper 
to  make  a  few  remarks;  waa  this  interfoiing 
between  the  Senator  and  his  otmstitaentsT 
He  thought  not.  But  the  Senator  seems  to 
think  that  I  am  mistaken  in  the  cause  to 
which  I  attribute  the  scarcity  of  silver  cban^ 
viz:  the  unequal  valuation  of  the  gold  bill. 
But  did  not  fkcts  bear  out  the  assertion  f  Look 
at  the  importation  of  specie  since  the  passage 
of  the  gold  bill.  Is  it  not  almost  exclusively 
in  goldf  and  why  ?  Because  of  the  apprecia* 
tieo  of  that  metal  and  the  depredation  of  ulver 
by  that  bill.  This  affords  a  greater  profit  on 
the  importation  of  gold,  and  hence  there  is  not 
a  proportionate  supply  of  silver — ^the  metal 
which  famishes  change.  So,  too,  when  ex- 
change with  foreign  nations  is  against  us, 
and  it  becomes  profitable  to  export  specie,  it 
is  found  more  advantageous  to  send  silver  than 
gold;  and  hence  a  cause  of  the  scarcity  of 
change  in  Philadelphia,  New  Tork,  and  other 
cities,  which  are  more  immediately  subject 
to  be  drained  of  their  spede  by  their  oontigni^ 
to  onr  oommwce.  He  ^  mot  ooiudder  nim- 
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for  a  Mrifis  of  jun.  had  been  direct] j  at  var 
with  their  rights  and  interests ;  a  Senator  whose 
miscalled  American  ejstem,  uitil  thrown  oflF  hj 
determined  renftanoe,  had,  for  a  eeriea  ot  jMn, 
impoverished  and  deeolated  the  Booth,  oppreaft- 
ed  her  dtinm,  and  ahnost  rained  Mr  oom- 
meroe:  a  Senator,  wbiMe  flivwtte  tjtUaa  of 
wAiej  he  declared  mosndemnlj.  In  his  opinion, 
nikd  aimed  a  more  &tal  blow  at  the  oonsdtation, 
and  Union  of  the  States,  than  anj  other  and  all 
other  measares  combined.  A  srstem  which 
had,  at  one  time,  shaken  the  pillara  of  onr 
glorions  conftederaoy  to  their  veir  fonndations ; 
and  which  had  created,  and,  he  feared,  had  es- 
tablished those  dongenras  sectional  pr^ndloes 
and  feelings  which  were  destined  to  endure  too 
long  fbr  the  harmony  and  aafttj  of  onr  oonn- 
try. 

Ur.  B.  had  now  finished  saying  what  he  felt 
due  to  himself  and  to  the  ocoadon,  and  dne  to 
the  Interference  which  hia  remarks  were  fn- 
temded  to  repel. 


Tbttbsdat,  January  10. 
Qradwttiofk  BiU. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  conrideratioD  (tf 
the  bill  to  provide  tat  tJie  reduotiwi  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  qnee* 
tion  being  on  the  amendment  submitted  by 
Ur.  Olat,  of  Eentueky,  to  limit  the  reduc- 
tion to  lands  only  that  hare  been  in  the  market 
fifteen  years,  and  to  tl^e  quantitlei  of  80, 100, 
and  820  acres,  according  to  the  rate  of  reduc- 
tion, and  further  to  Achate  Uie  nroceeda  of 
the  sdee  ^  the  pnUlo  landu  after  1840  among 
the  several  fixates  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Olat  addressed  the  Senate  in  ftTor  of 
his  amendment,  after  which 

Jtx.  BnoiuHjLiT  addressed  the  Senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendments,  and  in  fovor  of  the 
Ull  as  at  present  amended ;  after  which 

The  question  was  taken  on  Hr.  Out's 
aTQcndmenta,  and  they  were  r^eeted— as  Ibl- 
lows: 

Teas.— Hesm.  B»ysrd,  CUy  of  Kentudry,  Crit- 
tCTdeo,  Davis,  Kiih[bL  UcKctn.  Merrick.  Frcntlsa, 
Bobbins,  Bndu  of  &dkna,  SoBtbsrd,  SwUt,  and  ^p- 
ton— 18. 

Nats.— Hessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Budisnan, 
Cftlhotm,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fultim,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lino,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Honton,  NicholM, 
Niles,  NorveU,  Fieston,  Bives,  Boane,  Bc^insoo, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Maine, 
WUliama  of  Min.,  Wright,  and  Toung— 39. 

Mr.  BnrroN  then  submitted  the  fifty  cent 
danse  of  Mr.  OlaVs  amendment— to  permit 
actnal  settlers  to  enter  lands  that  have  been  in 
the  market  fifteen  years,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
the  qaantity  being  limited  to  eighty  acres  for 
each  actual  settler. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — as  fol- 
lows: 

Tbao.- Messrs.  Allen,  Banrd,  Benton,  Qaj  of 
AUbano,  Oi^  of  KcataBky,Oritti>idBii,  Voolsr,  lU- 
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ton,  King,  Unn,  LvmpUa,  Ljroa,  McEean,  Menkk, 
Monton,  Nicholas,  Non^  Bobfaisaa,  &^  of  In- 
diana, Upton,  Walker,  White,  WQllanw  of  IGnU- 
riwi,  and  Tounff— 24. 

Mats. — Messn.  Brown,  Bacfaanan,  Calboon,  DaTts, 
Hubbard,  Xoi^t,  Nilc^  Frentis^  Fresttm,  Bin^ 
Boane,BobUna,  Bogriea,  Southard,  Strange,  Sirif^ 
Wall,  Williams  of  lUne,  and  Wri^t— 19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama, 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  l>e  printed  aa  at 
present  amended,  and 
The  Senate  a^nmed. 

TusBDAT,  January  16. 

Or<idMaHe%  iff  the  Price  tiftUPubUelMmdt. 

The  UU  fiv  the  graduation  and  rednotionQf 
the  ^rloe  of  the  pubUo  lands,  come  up  as  the 
unfinished  huuness;  and  after  a  deMte,  &t 
which  Messrs.  Oalbocn,  Batabd,  BoBoraox, 
and  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  took  part,  the  question 
was  taken  on  ordering  It  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  decided  in  the  aflbina- 
tive — ^yeas  27,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

TiAS. — ^HfiSKB.  Allen,  Benton,  Bachamn,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  FoMer,  Fulton,  Hublwrd, 
King,  Lion,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Honton,  Nicholas, 
Ntles,  Nornll,  ^eioe,  BolOnson,  Sevier,  Scoidi  of 
CoDiMMtlcut,  fltnith  of  iDdisna,  Tipton,  Walker, 
WUte,  WUHsus  fit  Xliiia^  Wri^t,  and  Toow 
—27. 

Katb. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  CaSKMtn,  day  ef 
Kent&ckj,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Preston,  Blves,  Roane,  Bobbins,  Eqg> 
glea,  Eoothard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Taltatadc^ 
Wan,  and  Williams  of  Mslne— 21. 


TtamaDAT,  Janvaiy  17. 

Qraduatum  MIL 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  graduatlcm  and 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pnUie  lands,  came 
up  on  its  third  reading,  Messrs.  Clat,  Gal- 
Houir,  BtroHAHAir,  Nilbb,  BxinroN,  and  Eixo 
atldreesed  the  Seiute,  and  the  qnestirai  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  being  taken,  resulted  m 
fdlowB : 

TxAS. — ^MesRS.  Allen,  Benton,  Budianan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Forter,  Fulton,  HnUxu< 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Ljon,  Mooton,  NidioUa, 
Nlle^  NMvdl,  Heroe,  Bobinsoa,  Sevier,  Smitli  of 
Coonecticat,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker, 
WMte,  WOUsms  of  Mlsrisriiiiri,  Wri^  and  Toai« 
—27. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calbonn,  Cl^  <tf 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knigbt,  McKean,  Mo^ 
rick,  Prentiss,  FreetOQ,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbina,  Bug- 
glea,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Sirift,  TaSmatee^ 
Wall,  and  Williams  of  Mahie— S2.  . 


Thcbsdat,  January  24. 

Proeudt  <^  1^  Fvhlie  Landt. 

Mr.  Bekton  submitted  the  following  reaoln- 
thm: 


Proceed!  <^  Of  PvhUe  Lamdt. 
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export  of  gold  waa,  dming  that  year,  $1,828,- 
000,  while  the  export  of  ailrer  was  onlj  |a,766,- 
OOO.  Now,  the  quantity  of  silver  in  the  ooun- 
tr^  at  that  time  was  at  least  fonr  times  greater 
than  that  of  gold ;  and,  therefore,  the  export . 
of  silver  shonld  have  been  eight  or  nine  mil- 
lions to  have  been  in  proporaon  to  the  gold^ 
while  It  was  not,  in  fact,  so  mnch  as  one  mil- 
lion more.  Thus  it  is  proved  that  onr  gold 
bill  baa  neither  prevented  the  importation  of 
Eilver,  nor  cansed  its  exportation.  There  is  op- 
war^  of  aerenty  nullions  of  silver  now  in  the 
country:  berides  the  gold ;  and  the  only  cause 
of  its  dis^pearanoe  from  oircolatton  la  in  "ttie 
d^nge  of  amall  notes  with  whioh  tt»  paper- 
money  party  floods  the  land. 

So  mnch  for  ^ver :  with  reapeot  to  gold,  the 
same  report  shows  that  we  have  Imported  abont 
twenty-six  millions,  either  in  gold  coin  or  bnl- 
lion,  Hinoe  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill ;  that 
there  has  been  coined  of  the  former  gold  of  the 
United  States  abont  a  million  md  a  qnart«r ; 
and  of  native  bullion  abont  two  millions  and  a 
half;  making  an  acquisition  of  that  metal,  in 
abont  ft>nr  years,  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars, 
without  counting  what  oame  in  by  emigrants^ 
and  escaped  registry  at  the  onstom-honaeflw 
The  Thole  aoqnisition  of  gold  and-  rilver  slnoe 
1682,  when  tKe  United  States  Bank  charter 
was  vetoed,  and  when  onr-hard-mouey  policy 
first  oommenoed,  is  at  least  ^gh^  miuicau; 
which,  added  to  twenty  millions  which  was  in 
the  coonti^  at  that  time,  makes  at  least  one 
hundred  millions  now  in  the  country. 

Besides  the  view  of  our  acquidtion  of  gold 
and  silver  since  the  two  hard-mon^  bills  of 
1884,  the  Mune  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  sliows  us  the  state  of  the  circulation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  during  the 
whtdtt  period  of  its  existence ;  and  this  state- 
ment shows  ns  that  the  quantity  of  gold  now  in 
tbe  United  Statea  la  near  three  tunea  the  average 
dreulation  of  tiiat  Bank,  and  near  one-third 
more  than  it  ever  was  at  its  most  expanded 
period.   The  averaae  circulation  of  that  Bank 
was  only  eleven  miuious  of  dollars ;  its  highest 
annual  circulation  was  only  twenty-two  mil- 
lions, while  onr  gold  coin  is  now  actually  abont 
_  thirty  millions.   This  Iteing  the  case,  we  ought 
to  have  a  plentiftil  gold  currency ;  we  ought  to 
have  three  times  as  much  gold  ia  circulation  as 
we  formerly  had  of  United  States  Bank  notes. 
But  this  is  not  the  case ;  and  why  ?  Because 
the  banks  hoard  the  gold,  and  will  not  pay  it 
ont  in  redemption  (MT  their  notes,  and  because 
the  Oovemment  of  the  United  S(4^enoonn«e8 
and  fosters  that  praotioa  of  the  banks  by  &- 
pensing  with  the  use  of  gold,  and  using  the  notes 
of  the  banks  in  the  collection  and  dlwursement 
of  its  revenue.    As  long  as  tills  is  the  ease— eo 
long  as  the  Federal  Government  naes  bank  pa- 
per—gold will  remain  locked  up  in  the  banks ; 
and  there  will  be  no  way  to  get  it  out  of  them 
but  to  make  them  overflow — ^to  gorge  them — 
to  bring  BO  maxAk  goM  into  the  connt^  tiut  the 
banka  oasnot  hoard  the  whdo  of  It 
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This  is  another  proof,  continned  Mr,  B.,  that 

Sold  is  not  debased  by  onr  new  law.  If  it  waa 
ebased — If  it  was  reduced  below  its  relative 
valne  to  nlver — ^it  would  be  idways  piud  ont  in 
preference  to  silver ;  but  it  is  not  so  paid  ont 
On  the  contrary,  it  ia  hugged  and  hoarded 
die  banks ;  they  will  f^ve  sUver  for  their  notes, 
bnt  they  make  apologies  when  yon  want  gold. 

There  Is  still  another  proof  on  this  head ;  it 
is  to  be  fonnd  in  every  price  current  Look  to 
the  relative  value  of  American  gold  and  olvor 
in  any  one  of  these  papers,  and  yon  will  ahnqn 
find  it  to  be  about  equal.  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars—those  with  a  BpaDish  king's  head,  espe^ 
ally  the  pillar  dolbrs,  the  column  of  Herenlefl 
dollara — they  bear  a  premium,  because  they  are 
wanted  for  exportation  to  the  East,  where  their 
cnrrenoy,  for  three  centories  and  a  half^  haa 
made  them  the  most  acceptable  foreign  coin 
which  can  be  carried  to  the  Adatio  or  African 
countries ;  but  American  gold  coin  and  rilver 
are  even  in  the  market. 

Ko,  sir.  Gold  does  not  expel  silver,  bnt 
small  bank  notes  and  ^inplasters  do  expel  it 
A  political  party,  and  the  banks  in  their  inter- 
est, do  all  they  can  to  banish  boUi  gcdd  and  sil-  ' 
ver;  and  it  is  the  bonnden  dn^  (nthe  Federal 
Oovemment  to  ceaae  to  be  aooesaoiy  to  another 
explodcm  of  the  banks  1^  o(mtinuing  to  dis- 
pense with  HhB  nse  of  coin,  and  continoing  to 
use  papw  mon^.  Another  explosion  is  com- 
ing, it  will  come  as  eert^nly  as  the  revolu- 
tion of  tiie  seasons ;  and  the  Federal  GU>vem- 
ment  should  foresee  the  event  and  provide 
agidnst  it  by  going  back  to  the  act  of  I?89,  and 
acting  upon  ^at  act  receiving  nothing  bnt 
gold  and  sUver  in  payment  of  its  revenues. 
This  would  check  bank  expausiona,  and  protect 
the  country  as  well  as  the  Federal  Treasury. 
At  lOi  premium  on  foreign  exchange,  exporto- 
of  spede  begins.  The  cotton  d^ing  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  can  put  it  up  to  that  ptAat 
any  day  that  it  pleases.  It  put  it  up  in  May  of 
1887;  the  exportation  of  specie  immediately 
began;  and  ovw  every  parcel  exported  the 
paper-money  party  shouteo,  exulted,  and  tri- 
umphed, as  if  a  great  victory  had  been  achiev- 
ed. And  so  it  will  be  again.  The  premium  on 
foreign  exchanges  is  now  upward  of  9  per 
centum ;  it  can  be  made  10^  at  any  moment ; 
then  for  exporting  specie,  triumphing  again, 
more  panics,  shntting  up  banks ;  and  oha^ng 
the  whole  upon  the  Demooratao  Administra- 
tion. 

To  return  to  tiie  North  Oarollna  resolntlon ; 
it  is  a  wise,  Just,  and  necessary  lAeasnre  which 
it  reemires.  The  branch  mints  should  coin  ril- 
v^  uiange ;  they  will  be  able  to  supply  it  to 
districts  of  interior  coontry,  which  cannot  ob- 
tain supplies  from  New  Orleans  or  Philadel- 
phia. This  Administration,  and  that  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  have  b^^  to  ftamish  a  nidional  sap- 
ply  of  silver  ohange.  They  have  done  much ; 
but  it  is  only  the  commencement  of  what  onght* 
to  be  duie.  The  country  does  not  yet  feel  the 
Bop^.  Nine-tentha^rf  the  Union  has  no  silver 
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duuigo  o/t  oar  odnagew  It  will  iiik»  y«an  of 
doM  wwk  at  all  oar  mints  to  give  ns  the  supply 
«rtU«oluHiMw)iioliIhuiM  and  England  lua, 
i»  three  doUara  abaad  to  eaeh  peraoa  ot  th^ 
WAole  popolattoo.  Itwill  takaasaareralTcan 
to  attain  that  point ;  and  w«  n«ed  it  more  tlian 
tiio  Frenofa  and  En^ish  do ;  for  we  have  to 
goaid  againit  the  ahinplaster  party^ ;  we  have  to 
giuurd  agi^nst  another  deluge  of  ^inplaiterB  at 
tiie^iext  ioq)eiui(m  of  the  banka;  we  hare  to 
caara  ag^iut  thii  pestilenoe;  and  it  is  onr 
nudneas  to  proride  nioh  an  amide  lai^j  of 
^ver  change  that  there  oan  be  no  pretext  fw 
another  isaae  of  thia  peadlinroaa  Btofl. 

Bilver  change  is  never  enorted ;  and  this  is 
another  reason  for  an  amiw^pply  of  it.  Two 
or  three  doUara  abead,  ftir  oar  whole  popola- 
tiui,  00^  to  be  ooinM  In  2S  oent^  10  cent,  and 
SoentjmoM. 

Hr.  finowH  obserred  that  he  was  not  in  his 
■eat  when  his  honon^le  eoUespie  presented 
the  resolutions,  bat  he  bad  heard^a  part  of  the 
debate  which  had  grown  oat  of  them.  He  rose 
now  for  the  porpose  of  deolinin^  to  enter  into 
the  diiouBston  on  what  he  considered  a  mere 
^Mtraot  propoeitioa.  The  Senate  liad  given  the 
best  proof  of  its  ocmriotion  of  the  valae  ct  silTW 
mroiuatiw,  hy  passing  the  bill  which  he  intro- 
duced at  the  earlj  p«rt  of  the  seadon,  to  au- 
thorize the  branch  mints  to  coin  sliver  change. 
He  had  now  nothing  farther  to  aa^  than  to  ez- 
preaa  the  hme  that  thia  Ull  wonld  reodve  a  &• 
voniUa  oondderatloa  In  another  qoarter. 
-  On  motion  1^  Ur,  BrmAxam,  tu  readntioBB 
wan  than  laid  on  the  taUe,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


H0U8S  or  BKPBIBKNTATITB8. 

UoBSAT,  Febnuuy  4. 
Vermont  AnH-SlaDerj/  Setolutioju. 

This  buog  petitim  d^,  the  Snuna  an- 
noanoed,  as  the  first  basiness  in  wder,  the  joint 
resolationa  of  the  Leyslatnre  d  Vermont,  pre- 
sented two  weeka  ago  hy  Mr.  £vbbrt,  oa  the 
aaljeot  of  Uie  aboUUon  of  slaveiy  la  um  IMs- 
trict  of  Oolombia.  the  slave-trade,  etc.,  which 
Hr.  £.  had  moved  to  have  read,  printed,  and 
referred  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union, 

The  Ohaib  had  decided  that  these  reeoln- 
tiona  fell  within  the  operation  of  Ur.  Atisib- 
tok'b  reaolation  of  the  13th  of  Deoembw,  and 
that  ihey  mart  go  on  the  table,  in  the  worda  of 
that  order,  without  being  read,  printed,  delmted, 
or  referred. 

Mr.  EvKBKTT  took  an  appeal  from  that  de- 
oicion. 

The  Bpukxb  stated  the  groonds  of  his  de- 
ciuon  sabfltantiallj  as  fidlows:  cert^  Joint 
resolutions  were  presented  flmn  the  Legislatiire 
.  of  Yenmrnt,  embraoinA  among  other  things, 
the  satfject  of  the  aboTi^m  of  slavery  in  we 
District  of  Oolmobia,  the  slave-trade  between 


the  States,  and  the  ailmiMiwi  of  new  Btsta  in- 
to the  UnkHL  The  Oun  deeided  tlut  liw 
portions  of  the  memorials  or  resohitioaa,  uie 
the  ordsr  of  the  Honseof  thelSthof  Dsoenba 
last,  would  Ue  on  the  table.  Any  other  por- 
tion oi  the  resolDtiwM  wUoh  merelf  Ttnt  (a 
protert  against  that  order,  woidd  not  &11  iritl- 
in  the  operation  of  iL  Upon  mnsentiBg  tten 
rescdntiona,  the  gentleman  from  VeniHint  morti 
that  they  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  i 
oommittee — 

Mr.EvxKRT.  To  aOcamnitteeoftheVbcie 
on  the  state  <^  the  Union. 

The  Snun.  It  is  the  same  thing.  Tbe 
OsiiB  tiien  reiterated  sevmd  former  itisAn 
of  the  Hoase,  idmtioal  with  tbe  ooe  tbea  mdtr 
ooDsideratioo.  In  the  first  session  of  theSM 
Otmgress,  while  the  select  emnmittss  nW 
onder  the  reaolntlon  of  Mr.  Pnronn  oo  t&e 
soltJeot  of  davei7  was  ia  enstenoe, »  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  not  now  a  member  of  tbii 
House,  (Mr.  Fatten,)  presented  certain  joint  ns- 
olations  of  the  Letrislatore  of  that  Btite  on 
the  satijeet  of  AboTition,  and  moved  tbornf- 
erenoe  to  that  oommittee  with  certiia  in- 
straotions.  There  was  an  existing  nds  tiia 
in  f<»oe  for  the  reference  of  all  papeis  os  tlo 
saUeot  to  that  select  oommittee,  undw  amibr 
prohibititaw  against  bmog  read,  deUled,te, 
and  under  the  genwal  i^irasedc^  of  Ito 
order,  tbe  pfeesnt  Speaker  deoded  tbst  naii- 
ttooa  of  State  Legisbtnrea  ftU  wItUn  ita  Older. 

From  that  decision  Mr.  Fatten  took  as  appal 
and  ap<Mi  a  aolenm  vote  of  the  Hoou  the  de- 
olalon  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  IM  to  4(1. 
Upm  tbe  point  as  to  reading  nioh  rtsolntko^ 
we  same  qaeetion  was  decided  at  the  Bame,  ui 
again  at  tiie  sabsequent  sessioDs,  vix.  M 
ander  the  then  existing  orders,  thej  cow  not 
beread.  At  the  same  session  of  that  Oongn^ 
a  memorial  on  the  subject  ai  Abtdition,^ 
was  presented       the  same  gentlrauD  tM 
Vermont,  who  asked  for  its  resdii^. 
^»eaker  decided  it  most  go  to  the  sdett 
mittee  withoat  reading,  and  the  Hosse  ss^ 
eased  in  that  decision.  At  tbe  ae«nd  m 
of  that  Ooogreas,  the  gentieman  from  w 
ehasetta,  (Mr.  Adams,)  after  the adoptioeofiB 
order  aimdar  to  the  one  now  in  force, 
ed  a  memorial  on  the  sabieot  of 
and  called  for  its  reading.   The  Speaker  woi- 
ed  that  it  mast  go  on  the  table  witbost  hm 
read,  printed,  or  referred,  reciting  the 
of  the  order.   An  ^^>eal  was  taken  frcnn  u» 
docinon,  and  tbe  a|H>eal  was  laid  on  tbe  tAU& 
On  the  same  ocoai&o,  Mr.  Adxmb  preseO": 
upwards  of  twenty  other  aimilar  petition,  ^ 
asked  the  reading  of  each.   The  Bpasker  nude 
tiie  aame  decision  in  each  case,  the 
ai^ealed  in  6TM7  one  of  them,  and  the  qft^ 

were  serendlvlaid  on  the  tilde  t>7aTrie« 
the  HoQse.  These  qaestioos  had  beoo  repe"* 
edly  settled  by  the  House. 

Mr.  fiaoRBOH  bad  intended,  st  first,  he 
to  demand  tbe  previous  qoestion,  bat  t» 
moved  to  l«r  the  4peal  on  the  taUn 
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Sd  Soi.] 

Hr.  Etsbitt  oalM  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  moUon,  which,  being  ordered,  were — jreas 
123,  uajs  44. 

Hr.  EvBEirrr  then  moved  to  nSex  that  por- 
tion of  the  reflolntions  relating  only  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  12th  of  December  to  a  Oommit- 
tee  of-the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Tlnion. 

Hr.  Bbomckwlb  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
which  was  agreed  to  wiUioat  a  divli^Qn. 


nr  BBNATX. 

TrasD&T,  Febniary  6. 

Arm^  Oeeupaition>mid  Settlement  <if  .^7orida. 

On  motitm  of  Sir.  Bentoh,  the  blU  for  the 
armed  ooenpotion  and  aettleinent  <tf  Fl<nida 
waa  takw  np^  and  disowed  hj  'Hama.  Bmr- 
X(Hr,  Pjummy  and  Low. 


Tbdbsut,  Febraoiy  7. ' 

SmatutroMie  agaiiut  outside  Interferenee  vsith 
Skwery  in  (he  Diet/riet  ^  OoiaitAia. 

Ur.  Out,  of  Kentucky,  present^  a  memo- 
rial tigned  by  a  n amber  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Distiiot  <«  Oolnmlna,  remtHutrating  against 
Iheinterflunneeof  tiiecttizauof  otiierpwrts  of 
the  country  in  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
Disteiot,  and  agunst  any  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress  in  compliance  with  such  unauthor- 
ized interferraoeu 

After  giving  an  abstract  of  the  oontenta  of 
the  memorial,  Mr.  0.  said  he  would  embrace 
the  opportanity  of  presenting  his  views  on  the 
subject  of  these  Abolition  petitions.   He  said 
he  had  beeio,  and  was  still  of  the  opinion,  that 
the  proper  course  for  the  disposal  of  these  pe- 
titions would  have  been  to  receive  them,  and 
i^fer  th«n  to  an  ^propriate  committee,  who 
might  present  to  the  ooimnnnitj  a  strong  and 
argomentatiTO  i^PMl  im  the  snijeet.  A  ma- 
jori^  <A  the  Senate  thought  otherwise ;  and 
whUe  they  had  no  intention  to  violate  the  right 
of  petition,  the  course  which  they  had  adoji^ 
had  enabled  the  Abolitionists  to  represent  mem 
as  having  done  so,  uid  thereby  greatly  to  in- 
crease their  numerical  strength.   He  said  that 
the  petitions  for  the  alx^tion  of  slavery  in  the 
District  and  In  the  Territories  was  bat  a  means 
of  flocomplishtng  the  ultimate  aim  of  tiie  Abo- 
litionists—universal emanotpatioo.   They  were 
stages,  and  short  stages  to  a  bloody  goal— 
emanoip^n  witiiout  compensation,  and  with- 
out mwnl  pnparatkm.  For  this  they  were  at- 
tem^ing-to  exoite  the  peojde  of  one  nection  ctf 
the  Union  against  another  seetion,  exagge- 
rated pictures  of  the  horrors  of  davoy.  Bouw 
their  continuaL  agitation  of  the  subject  and 
th^  attempt  to  connect  it  with  the  pditical 
oontrovcoties  of  the  ooontry.   He  alluded  to 
the  ^stingulahed  a^tator  on  another  sphere, 
(O'ConneU,)  who  has  said  that  we  sho^  be 
excluded  from  the  respectable  society  of  £u- 
^  a  ioriety  to  which  he  himadf  hM  onlr  a 


land  of  oontraband  adAdttance,  and  was  tolo- 
rated  with  a  acOTuftd  repugnance.  He  consid- 
ered his  ebullitions  as  the  malignant  raviugs  of 
the  plunderer  of  his  own  country,  and  the  li- 
beller of  a  kindred  people.  He  said  that  persona 
of  both  sections,  and  of  the  different  political 
parties  of  the  Union,  have  endeavored  to  profit 
by  the  Abolition  excitement.  Previous  to  the 
late  Presidential  election,  Hr.  Yan  Buren  had 
been  charged  with  being  an  Abolitionist.  He 
(Mr.  0.)  never  partici^ted  or  believed  in  this 
chai^.  No,  sir,  he  is  no  Abolitionist.  He 
coloured  Abolitionists  to  pause,  and  look  on 
the  dreadful  precipice  towards  which  they  were 
hurrying  our  beloved  ooontry.  He  denied  that 
OoDgress  had  any  power  to  l^slate  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery,  -  He  seud  that  tne  Mts- 
'soori  compromise,  Florida  had  a  right  when 
she  had  the  requisite  population,  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Union  with  the  institution  of  slavery. 
He  denied  the  right  of  Oongreas  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  so 
long  as  slavery  did  not  interfere  with  the  com- 
fortable oconpation  of  the  District  as  a  seat  of 
Government  for  the  Union,  which  was  provid- 
ed by  the  act  of  cesdon.  The  idea  of  Congress 
having  power  to  prohibit  the  transportation  of 
slaves  firam  one  State  to  another,  was  preposter> 
ous.  He  Hdd  that  the  ultimate  ami  of  Abolitioii:- 
ists  was  emancipation,  the  universal  emancipa- 
tion of  three  millions  of  slaves  in  Qte  United 
States.  These  were,  on  an  average,  worth  at 
least  four  hundred  dollars  each ;  and  thus  wonld 
result  the  destniction  of  property  to  the  amouiS 
of  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  by  a  single 
fiat  of  legislation.  It  was  said  there  was  no 
right  of  property  in  slaves ;  bat  that  was  prop- 
erty which  the  laws  made  property.  If  Abon- 
tionists  were  sincere,  they  should  hegin,  as  a 
preliminu'y  step,  to  ruse  these  twdve  nundred 
miUions  of  d(dru^  for  it  would  be  the  height 
of  iiyustice  to  ask  dtuena  of  alaveholding  St^ea 
to  r^se  money  to  pay  for  their  own  |m>perty. 
He  and  that  the  Abolitionist^  whatever  they 
might  profess,  wore  in  favor  of  amalgamation, 
ana  supposed,  as  the  leading  white  Abolition- 
ists evinced  no  disposition  to  commence  the 
work,  that  they  intended  that  it  should  be  car- 
ried out  by  tiie  poorer  class,  who  were  expect- 
ed to  consent  to  the  vile  and  loathsome  associ- 
ation. He  said  that  the  two  colors  could  not 
associate  together  on  terms  of  equality;  the 
whites  must  rule  the  blacks,  or '  the  blacks 
would  rule  them ;  that  contests  for  superiority 
would  inevUably  take  place,  and  widely  extend- 
ed (»mage  and  desolation  would  bo  the  result 
Our  oonntr7,  with  its  happy  populatioOj  Its 
smiBng  cities,  and  well-oultivated  plantations, 
would  present  nan^t  but  desolated  fields,  con- 
flagrated cities,  and  scenes  of  butcheiT  and 
murder.  Mr.  C.  illustrated  and  defended  these 
and  other  positions,  in  an  able  speech  of  nearly 
two  hours  in  length. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  when  he  turned  his 
'eyes  back  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and  com- 
pared what  he  then  hoard  with  what  was  now 
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aud,  in  the  same  qnarter,  he  was  forcibly 
atmck,  and  he  mi^t  say,  pleosnrably,  with  the 
change.  I  think,  s^d  h&  that  it  was  jnst  abont 
one  year  nnoe  that  tbe  Senate  was  engaged  in 
the  diseiiaeum  of  a  series  of  resolutions  rdating 
to  tiw  same  anl^ect  on  which  we  have  heard 
the  Soiator  to-day,  and  which  oeeni^  the 
time  of  this  body  for  aboat  two  weeks,  in  the 
discnsrion  (tf  what  many  were  pleased  to  coll 
nselees  abstractiona.  At  that  time  Abolition 
was  adrancing  with  Btrides  which  threatened 
the  Union  itsdf.  To  meet  the  approaching 
danger,  he  (Mr.  0.)  tamed  his  eyes  to  State 
Bi^ta,  as  the  ark  of  oar  safety,  and  which  has, 
heretofore,  carried  ub  safely  throngh  every  diffi- 
oolty.  The  resolations  to  which  he  referred, 
were  put  forward  as  the  rallying  groond  for  alL 
who  embraced  the  State  Bights  creed.  How 
tbey  were  recelvud  on  the  C^pontion  ride,  he 
womd  not  aay ;  but  on  tiiis  ride  he  was  ably 
snpported  by  His  Bepnblieaa  Mends  of  the 
North,  the  grateftil  rec(dlecU«i  of  which  be 
ihoold  ever  retain.  That  movement  gave  the 
first  effectual  blow  to  Abolition. 

At  the  close  of  the  sesrion,  it  was  followed 
np  by  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  headed  by  the  Senator  from 
Oonneotiont  on  my  ri^t,  (Mr.  Nilss.)  It  took 
the  same  elevated  ground,  that  this  was  not  a 
consolidated  Government,  bat  a  Federal  Be- 
pnbUo  of  confederated  sovereignties ;  and  that 
neither  t^is  Government  nor  any  of  the  States, 
eg  their  oitixens,  had  a  right,  rither  here  or 
Aewhere,  to  Interfere  with  the  dcnnestto  instU 
tatiiHiB  of  the  other  States.  This  address,  fol- 
lowing the  original  move,  had  a  powerful  ^- 
feot  in  consolidating  all  of  the  State  iUghts 
orood  tlira>oghont  the  entire  non-slavelu^ng 
States  agfuhst  the  Abolitifmiats^  which  effeoto- 
ally  ohe^Eed  thrir  farther  progress. ' 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session,  another 
movement  on  the  some  principle,  made  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Oapitol,  (Mr.  Athbbton's 
resolutions,)  and  which  was  sostained  by  a 
strong  majority,  followed  with  the  most  happy 
effect,  llie  work  was  done.  The  spirit  of 
Abolition  was  overthrown,  of  which  we  have 
a  strong  oonflrmotion  in  what  we  have  this  day 
heard.  The  Sooth  was  consolidated  as  <««  man 
against  it,  and  a  great  political  parij  of  tlw 
Horth  was  nearly  equally  united  in  <mporitiou ; 
and  he  hoped,  from  indications  tnat  could 
learcely  deceive,  that  the  other  party  there 
would  also  soon  be  found  rallied  agrinst  it. 

Sir,  (arid  Mr.  0.,)  this  is  a  great  epoch  in  our 
political  history.  Of  all  the  danKOrs  to  which 
we  have  ever  been  exposed,  this  oas  been  the 
greatest  We  may  now  consider  it  as  pa^ed. 
The  resolutions  to  which  he  referred,  with  the 
following  movements,  gave  the  fatal  blow,  to 
which  this  porition  now  assumed  by  the  SdnA- 
tor  from  Xentneky  has  ^ven  the  finishing 
itn^  What  has  been  done,  will  be  followed 
1^  a  great  mcwal  revelation  in  the  t<me  of  fiad- 
mg  and  thinUiu  in  referoioe  to  tiie  domestio 
fartHntiona  of  the  South.  Alnadr  the  dismu- 


rion  has  effected  a  great  chan^  udog*  r 
selves.   There  were  many,  very  minj,  L 
8laveh(dding  States,  who,  at  the  conuaaoK 
of  the  controversy,  believed  that  ihTCn.t 
ezisted'among  ns,  was  an  evil  to  be  toLv-. 
beeauae  we  could  not  eao^M  bom  it,  bn  k- 
bedribnded.  That  has  poaedawq^.  Tc 
believe  it  has  been  a  great  blesaiDg  lok: 
the  races — the  £nr(^>eaa  and  African,  iV 
by  a  mysterioas  Providence,  hare  been  b^  , 
together  in  the  Southern  section  of  thii  Ui. . 
The  one  has  greatiy  improved,  and  tbe  a. 
has  not  deteriorated;  while,  in  apolitiol;-. 
of  view,  it  has  been  the  great  stayofUteUi 
and  our  free  institutiims,  and  one  (tf  the:, 
sources  of  tiie  unbounded  prosperitr  of  - 
whole.   Now  that  we  have  withstood  the 
our  institatitns  would  be  viewed  more  k. 
than  tiiey  have  hitherto  beui,  andhe  Ik  : 
^prehoirion  but  that  tbe  lesolt  vol: 
a  great  change  oi  feeiUng  towards  fto.: 
only  in  oar  eoantry,  hat  over  the  dt^ 
world. 

I  did  not  rise,  said  Mr.  O.,  to  enter  r 
discussion  of  tiie  subject  I  heard  the  Se::  - 
from  Kentucky  with  pleasure.  His  raetctr 
have  a  b^>py  effect  will  do  mna  : 
sommate  what  had  already  been  to  k . 
b^un,  and  aaooeaafally  carried  en  toniu. 
completion. 


Satusdat,  Febroaiy  9. 

Uorida  Armed  Oea^aU». 

Mr.  BxNTOH  moved  to  take  vp  the  H-' 
the  armed  oooupatimof  tliatpart<tf  tbel' 
tory  ot  Florida  now  ov«rnn  by  bandjcf  i- 
rauding  Indians ;  whidi  motion  was  tgttii'- 
and  the  bill  waa  taken  up  as  in  Commtia 
the  Whole,  the  question  being  on  tlte  ex: 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  <tf  the  lull. 

On  taking  this  question,  it  was  deodic. 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

Tua.— KesBs.  Bsjatd,  Clay  of  KeitQckr. 
ton,  DsTis,  Foster,  Kmght,  McKetn,  Mcmd,  I 
Prentins,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbina,  RnttH  s^' 
of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  T«llma4e>  Webski,fr 
WUte— 20. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Broipi, 
Criboun,  CUv  of  Alabama,  Cnthbert,  ftim,a. 
bard,  EbiK,  Unn,  Lnmpkiu,  Hoobn,  KidHdK^^ 
Norrell,  Pierce,  BcUMon.  Sefkr.  ftda  ([^ " 
noctlcut,  Wall,  WiDiama  of  IBsnrippi,  Wrigl^s- 
Young— 24. 

Mr.  BiDTON  offered  Bcveral  amendmou  ■ 
the  details  of  the  bill,  which  were  adcqpw. 

Mr.  Wiixiuia,  of  Misrisrip^  * 
amendment  reqniring  the  settler  to 
eighteen  years  of  age,  to  be  entitled  u  '■^ 
grant  of  land  provided  in  the  bill;  vm^ 
adopted  :■  and, 

do.  motion  by  Mr.  Bmreov,  the  biQ  ^ 
deredtobe  printed  m  aawnaad,  and  la"  ^ 
tbe  table  till  Monday  next 
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HOXTBB  OF  REPBESENTATIYSS. 

Sa-tubdat,  Febroarj  0. 

A^lkaUm      Steam  to  Ifaoiffattim^Dr. 
Sumaey. 

Hr.  Umdsbwood  called  up  the  foUowing  jolot 
reaolution,  rqHWted  bj  him  a  daj  or  two  ago, 
from  the  Beleot  Committee  raised  on  the  sub- 
ject: 

Retolted  by  th*  Senate  and  Move  of  Jtepretenia- 
fives  of  the  United  BtateB  of  America  in  Conffreta 
auemided,  That  the  President  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
requested  to  pieaent  to  Jamea  Ruma^,  janior,  the 
BOD  and  only  child  of  Jamea  BmnieT;  deoenaed,  a 
BoltaUe  gola  medal,  eunmemOntiTe  of  Ua  fatbet*B 
aervioea  and  tmenej  in  giving  to  the  Ttwld  the 
benefita  of  the  ateamboat. 

The  motion  of  i£t.  TS,  hdog  agreed  to, 
Mr,  Bdhset,  of  K^tndij,  roee  and  said : 
James  Ramsey  was  a  naUTe  of  Maryland, 
from  which  State  ho  removed,  in  earlj  man- 
hood, to  Shepberdstown,  Virginia,  where  he 
turned  his  attention  ezclo^vely  to  engineering 
and  meclianical  porsnita — snpertntending  for 
a  time  the  operatiooB  of  the  Potomac  company 
in  improving  the  navigation  of  that  river — 
BDKgesting  many^  novel  views  in  meohaniam, 
ana  making  varioos  improvements  in  mUlinff 
and  the  application  of  water  power.  As  early 
as  Jnly  or  August,  ITSS,  as  ^pears  by  the 
testimony,   he  conceived  the  idea  of  navi-' 

fation  by  steam ;  and  from  this  time  to  the 
oar  of  his  death  his  whole  sool  was  absorbed 
in  this  great  snbject.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  at  this  early  period  the  mechanic  arts, 
and,  more  «spectaUy,  that  branch  embracing 
Bteam  machinery,  were  in  their  very  infancy 
in  America.  There  was  no  steam  machindiy 
in  it  There  were  no  practical  artists  capable 
of  fal^oating  Any.  Even  ia  England,  although 
some  pn^reas  had  been  made  by  Watt,  the 
steam  engine,  and  ita  great  ropendage,  the 
bmler  or  generator,  were  rude,  imperfect, 
comparativuy  inefficient  Bnmaey  haa  to  in- 
vent to  originate  eveiy  thlog— to  procure 
from  different  places,  and  different  workshops, 
and,  thon^  not  a  practical  meohanio,  oiteo  to 
foshion  and  modify  with  his  own  hands  the 
various  parts  of  a  work  even  now  difficult  and 
complicate.  From  the  inexperience  of  work- 
men, and  the  total  absence  of  all  the  tools  and 
m%ohinea  now  collected  in  engine  factories,  his 
pr(^;resB  was  neeessarily  expensive,  slow,  em- 
bamused,  and  all  execntion  so  imperfect  as  to 
preclnde  the  poanbllity  of  more  titan  partial 
BacodSB.  Under  these  most  disadvantageous 
circumstance^  he  succeeded  in  the  autumn  of 
1784  in  makftg  a  private,  but  very  imperfect 
experiment,  in  order  to  test  some  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  invention.  And  notwittistauding 
much  of  his  machinery  was  bo  nttei^  defective 
as  qaickly  to  ftul  in  many  parts,  and  to  require 
renewal  and  reconstraction  throughout,  yet 
so  well  convinced  was  he  of  ultimate  success 
from  this  experimoit,  that,  at  the  October 
seadtm  of  the  Yiri^ma  Leg^datare  for  that 


year,  he  applied  for  and  obtained  an  act 
gaarauteeing  to  him  the  exdnave  use  of  liia  in- 
vention  in  navigating  the  waters  of  the  State, 
This  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  statutes 
of  that  Commonwealth.  About  the  same 
time,  also,  he  communicated  his  invention  to 
General  Washington,  as  i^ipears  by  a  letter 
of  that  personagej  the  original  of  which  was 
before  that  committee,  dated  Kovember,  176T, 
to  the  late  Governor  Johnson,  of  Kar7land.  It 
seems  that  he  did  not  earlier  make  this  com- 
munieation  to  Washington,  because  he  had 
not  matured  uid  digested  his  plan,  or  tested 
ita  truth  by  any,  even  partial  exp«im«ita. 
And  whm  he  did  mak6  It,  so  new,  so  bold,  so 
original,  and  unheard  of  was  it,  that  Waahlng- 
ton  decutrra  in  that  letter  that  he  consideTedIt 
"  rather  as  an  ebullition  of  his  genius  "  than  as 
any  thing  likely  to  be  available. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  (January, 
1786,)  he  obtained  a  patent  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland  for  navigating  by  steam 
the  bays  and  rivers  of  that  State ;  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  commenced  preparations  for 
an  experiment  on  a  lai^r  scale.  Through 
tiie  whole  of  this  year,  he  was  deeply  engaged 
in  building  a  boat,  and  proovring,  improv- 
ing, adapting  and  testing  Uie  several  parts  of 
his  maMdaery.  He  did  not^  however,  ftom 
the  causes  which  I  have  beftire  mentioned,  get 
ready  for  a  public  trial  until  the  year  follow- 
ing, (1786,)  which,  all  things  considered,  was 
eminenUy  successfhl.  This  experiment  was 
made  on  the  Potomac, 'near  Bhepherdstown, 
Virginia,  in  the  presence  of  hundreds  of 
spectators.  It  is  proven  by  variouB  witnesses. 
It  is  described  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bedinger, 
and  certified  by  Doctor  Alexander,  of  BsJti- 
more,  for  whose  high  reapectebility  I  refer  to 
such  of  the  deln^on  from  Maryland  as  are 
acqniuntod  with  him.  The  ^ntleman  near  me 
(Mr.  Jehifib)  says  there  is  no  one  moro 
worthy  of  fkm  eonfidenoe.  In  this  trial  he 
succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable  im- 
perfection of  hhi  machiuery,  in  propelling  hia 
boat  offoinit  the  current  Tty  tteam  atone  four  or 
ftte  miUe  an  hmtr.  There  was  long  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  hia  &mily  an  aneiait 
pampldet— with  high  evidence  of  authenticity 
upon  Its  fhce,  which  I  have  often  read,  and  the 
general  contents  of  which,  I  know,  are  recol- 
lected by  many  persons  in  Kentucky — con- 
taining the  approbatory  certificates  of  numer- 
ous gentiemen,  who  witnessed  this  exhibitirai; 
amongst  them,  that  of  Gmeral  Gates,  as  men- 
tioned Mr.  Bedinger.  This  pamphlet  has 
been  lost  or  mlalaid;  and  tliose  interested  have 
been  unable  to  repossess  themselves  of  it,  <v 
to  obtain  another  copy.  Bat  independent  oi 
this  mass  of  testimony,  the  proof  before  the 
OMumittee  as  to  this  experiment  is  so  clear, 
so  anmle,  and  conclusive,  that  no  one  can  read 
it  and  doubt  The  results  of  this  trial  were 
by  no  means  dlsooura^ng.  Sofarfrvmit,  that, 
says  Doctor  Alezan&r,  who  was.cm  board, 
"  every  person  present  believed  that  Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


746 


ABBn>aMBNT  OF  THB 


FMdabt,  lfi88.] 


JjgpUeatiem  tf  SHam  t»  JM/utim    Dr.  Xmu^. 


Bmiuey  had  acoom^lshsd  aU  hii  wuhes." 
The  flnt  effort*  of  FdIUhi  in  AimrioM,  more 
tiun  twenty  years  after,  were  but  little  more 
•nooeHfoL  It  yru  not  until  after  repeated 
trials — great  and  extensive  modifloations  and 
imDroTementfl,  requiring  mach  time  and  money, 
and  testing  to  the  utmost  the  liberal  patronage 
of  LivingiAon — that  he  sacoeeded  in  obttdidiig 
a  Telocity  reasonably  lueful.  Aad  even  the 
utmost  rapidity  with  which  be  navigated  his 
boats  was  &r,  mflnitely  iar,  behind  that  vhic^ 
inbeeqnent  improvemeat  has  achieved.  I  ^>eak 
aot  this  in  dintangenHUt  of  EUton.  It  can- 
not be  so  onderstood.  Great  Inventlau,  re- 
Iring  oomplioate  machinerr,  are  never  per- 
and  seldom  made  emuwntly  nseftil  »t 
onoe.  Bigh  exo^enoe  is  rarely  athdned  nntil 
the  maduuiioal  world  has  tendered  its  offer- 
ings— poured  in  its  oontribotlous  through  a 
long  series  <tf  years.  Time,  labor,  money, 
repeated  modiflcations  and  experiments— the 
ooi^oint  suggestions  of  practical  and  theoreti- 
cal meohanioB,  are  ell  prereqainte  and  auxiliary 
to  the  peifeetaati<Hi  of  a  great  invention. 
Take,  fOe  iostanoe,  the  printing  press  of  our 
day^  throwing  off  thousands  of  accurate  impres- 
rions  in  an  boor,  i^om  its  wondroos  celerity 
in  nraltlfdyiog  copies,  and  throogh  the  agency 
of  steam  on  the  land  and  the  water,  scatter- 
ing them  tu  and  near.  It  may  almost  be  com- 
pued,  in  its  otqiBcity  ior  the  diffusion  of  intel- 
leotaal  light,  to  the  son  in  the  heavens,  in  his 
oapadty  for  shedcRng  physicsl  warmth  ud 
raoianoe  upon  the  world.  And  yet  the  press 
of  oar  day — all  admirable  as  it  is— is  bat  the 
mde  wooden  type  and  cinmsy  apparatos  of 
the  great  German  inventor,  in  a  beaatifiil,  im- 
proved, and  perfected  form. 

But  to  retam  from  this  digression,  in  wbieh, 
as  X  promised  brevity,  I  ought  not  to  have 
ittdnked.  After  Us  expwSuent-encoesaftU 
lent— npoa  the  Fotomao,  lnl78S,  to 
I  have  adverted,  Bomacgr,  bring  ander 
the  strong  oonviotioa  that  skufol  workmen 
and  perfect  machinery  were  alone  wanting  to 
the  most  oomplete  success,  and  sensible  that 
■uch  could  not  then  be  procured  in  America, 
resolved  to  go  to  England  With  slender 
means  of  his  own,  and  uded— no,  not  aided — 
bat  mocked  and  deluded  by  some  timid  and 
unsteady  patronage,  he  there  resumed  with 
nntiring  energy  bis  great  undertaking.  He 
mooeeded  to  procure  patrats  from  the  British 
Government  for  steam  navigation,  and  various 
inventions  embracing  improved  steam  en^nes 
•ad  boilers ;  those  ^  Watt,  and  all  |neoeding 
onfii^  t>eing  extremely  inarOAdal  and  inkier- 
feet  These  patents  bear  date  in  the  bennnlng 
Dt  1788.  Many  hi*  Inventions,  in  one 
modified  form  or  another,  are  now  in  general 
nsa  As,  for  Instance,  the  cylindrical  boiler, 
ao  superior  to  the  old  tub  or  still-boUers,  in 
the  presentation  of  fire  surface,  and  ^aptuAtr 
for  htdding  hii^ily  rarlfled  ateuUf  Is  describe^ 
both  rin|^  ana  comUned,  in  lui  spedfioatiQiu^ 


and  is  identical  In  principle  with  the  tob-bo&r, 
which  he  ased  in  his  Potomae  expoimot. 

Difflcoltiea  and  embamasmeots  of  a  peco^ 
ary  nature,  and  others,  snch  ss  invaiul^ 
obstruct  the  prMress  of  a  new  inreitioi^ 
attended  him  in  Sigland.  He  was  <^d  «n- 
pelled  to  abandon,  temporarily,  his  mm  ot^ 
and  turn  his  attention  to  somethliw  else,  ii 
order  to  raise  means  to  resume  it.  He  udo- 
took,  with  the  same  power  bat  by  ita  am 
Jndicious  ^plioatim,  to  produce  hitter  nnlli 
in  several  watwwcvks,  in  all  whidi  he  m- 
oeeded,  realizing  thereby  araie  repatstion,  ui 
some  nmds  to  apply  to  Us  ftvorite  project 

At  another  tune,  as  mentioned  bj  tbe  c4» 
mittee  In  their  report,  in  order  to  aroid  i 
"London  Jail,"  ana  the  delay,  if  not  def«it,c' 
all  his  high  hopes,  he  was  ctunpelled  to  tnu- 
fer,  at  what  he  considered  a  ruinoos  wnfict, 
a  large  interest  in  his  Inventloo— a  cooind 
which  entangled  and  embarrassed  him  dmiiE 
the  renuunder  of  his  short  life.  Stall,  howem; 
he  strnegled  on,  nndiamayed;  and  had  ««- 
straoted  a  boat  of  about  one  hnndred  tm 
harden,  and  pushed  forward  his  mscliinaj!* 
near  to  tbe  point  of  c<nDpletion  as  to  b«i& 
to  indicate  a  day  not  vei?  £stant  for  a  potSi 
exhibition,  when  his  sadden  death  enKiea&tm 
apoplej^,  while  dlsoDsring  the  principles^ 
one  of  his  Inventions  benm  a  philoaopbics 
society  <^L(«don.  A  very  Interesting  acMsnt 
of  the  manner  of  his  death  is  given  in  tbe  Itttff 
of  R  0.  Vakefield,  amongst  the  nspw  beftn 
the  select  committee.  With  his  life,  the  vhde 
project  ceased ;  there  was  no  one  v^^^ 
administer ;  there  was  no  one  interested  bin 
undertaking  possessed  of  skill  and  aliilitrts 
carry  It  out.  Most  men  looked  upon  M 
wild  and  visionary.  Few  would  atn  w" 
wilUngto  incur  the  ridioole  of  attemptiv  t» 
oompletA  It.  All  that  he  lefb-his  r^v» 
and  raachlnerr— barely  soffioed  to  bimj  un- 
ions and  greedy  creditors. 

With  the  sudden  death  of  ISesoo,  of  Gw*, 
that  most  extraordinary  revolatitm  wUcM 
a  single  night,  with  admirable  •hilitJ* J*"* 
nearly  effected,  ceased,  rolled  back,  dmiW 
abortive.  So  did  the  sndden  death  of  lbs 
humbler,  but  more  useful  msn,  "^'"V^ 
farther  prosecution,  at  that  time,  of  tke 
object  to  which  he  had  so  intently  dei^ 
hunseU;  and  which,  in  some  of  tl"*  ""J" 
which  he  contemplated,  he  must,  had 
been  aUowed,  have  complete.  He  w«  b* 
permitted  to  live  to  witness  tiie  reabiati« 
of  the  highest  design  wUch  he  had  <»«^ 
and  tha  eonsommation  of  whid  he  nevv 
doobted,  to  nse  his  own  bold  Ivpuf'  r 
navigation  of  onr  great  rivers,  the.lakes,  tw 
gulf  stream,  and  the  ocean  itself;  by  tbe  agewi 

of  steam."  .  ,  . 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  evident  from  the 
tion  before  the  committee  who  ^V^J^ 
resolution,  that  Bnmsey.  from  tiie  intnia^ 
letterawUoh  he  carrtel,  flmn  the  hi^ 
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of  meohfloioal  renins  whidi  he  displayed,  and 
the  daring  and  orinnal  project  which  he  was 
attempting,  lUtraoted  some  attention  in  London, 
and  seoorod  to  himself  the  aoqnaintanoe  and 
friendship  of  mmj  respecitable  men.   It  is 
ffur  to  preemne  that  otiier  IntelUgent  Ameri- 
cans, then  reudent  in  London,  wonld  have 
formed  some  acqoaintance  both  wiUi  him  and 
the  novel  design  he  was  prosecnting.   It  is 
known  that  Foltoa  was  for  many  years^  daring 
and  after  this  period,  Uviog  in  £arq>e,  and 
Bpendbig  mach  of  hia  time  m  Loudon ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  all  other  proof,  it  coiQd  scarcely 
be  believed  that  he,  with  a  talent  for  these 
things,  with  s  mind  directed  to  snob  objects 
I   would  have  foiled  in.  becoming  acqaainted 
'   witli,  and  interesting  himself  in  uie  operations 
'   of  his  eountr^rman,  who  was  oocnpying  a 
'  position  of  painful  prominence;  so  mach  so 
'  that,  as  he  states  in  a  letter  to  his  bro^ier,  his 
'  project  was  the  fireqaent  sabi&ct  of  newsf^per 
i  remark,  and  even  of  "play-nouse  wit."  Bat 
'  all  doabt  is  removed  by  tiie  letter  of  Bmnsey 
'  to  his  friend  Mr.  West,  in  America,  in.whi^ 
'  he  speaks  ffif  Fulton  as  if  they  were  on  terms 
of  ii&imAoy.  Does  not  the  oonola^u  almost 
irresistiUy  follow,  that,  from  Ihis  asaouation 
with  Bumsey,  and  acquaintance  with  his 
plans,  Fulton  was  advanced  in  knowledge, 
'  was  led  to  reflect,  and  ultimately  to  act  on 
[  this  sul^ect?   And  whether  his  application 
I   of  steam  power  was  identical  or  diseimilar — 
I   original  or  derived — wholly  new,  or  modifica- 
i   tioDS  and  improvements  on  some  of  Bumsey's 
I  plana-=-9till  it  appears  to  me  that  it  woold  be  cruel 
'   iqjastice  to  the  memory  of  this  persevering, 
ardent^  talented,  but  niuortanate  man-^nnfor- 
tonate  in  b6ii«  out      in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  In  the  midst  of  "his  oueer^to  say  that 
tiie  world  was  under  no  obligatioa  to  him 
tor  an  invention  bo  inoalouIaUy,  so  Bapremely 
important. 

If  Airther  evidenob  was  wanting  to  prove 
that  this  acc^uaintance  with  Bnmsey  was  not 
iaoperative  in  turning  Fulton's  attention  to 
the  steamboat,  it  will  be  found  in  the  Uat 
that  he  was  engaged  in  it  in  1793,  very  sbortiy 
after  the  death  of  Bumsey.  This  is  apparent 
from  hia  correspondence  with  Lord  Stanhope, 
who  himself  made  some  experiments  in  17*85. 
Falton  went  to  Europe  for  the  parpose  of  in- 
troducing his  torpedo  for  the  explofdon  of 
ships ;  but,  after  the  death  of  Bamsey,  tiie 
steamboat  seems  to  have  engaged  his  chief 
attention,  until  his  final  success  in  1807.  It  is 
known,  and  so  stated  by  hia  biogri^her,  that, 
before  his  return  to  America,  he  was  for  many 
years  actively  employed  in  studying  the  sub- 
ject, in  oonstracting  a  variety  of  models,  and 
making  a  series  of  experiments  on  a  small 
scale.  And  when  it  is  recollected  that  fifteen 
years  thus  elapsed  before  he  obtained  a  motion 
much  exceeding  five  miles  an  hour,  it  is 
matter  of  admiration  that  Bumsey,  withoat 
any  reflected  lights,  should  in  the  short  period 
allowed  him  hflive  6ffiM)ted  so  mach. 


[Fkbbuabt,  18S9. 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  have  nnderstood— I  know 
not  with  what  truth,  but  I  believe  the  fact  is 
embo^ed  in  "  Oolden's  Life " — ^that  when 
Folton  made  his  first  essay  before  the  city  of 
New  York,  a  vast  multitude  assembled — ^most 
of  tiiem  doubters,  disbelievers,  sneerers.  After 
a  few  revolutions  of  the  engine,  some  aoci&nt 
occurred  from  imperfect  machinery,  leading  to 
a  temporary  euspeoslon  of  the  ezperinwnt. 
A  eUylant  T(Hoe  arose  from  the  crowd,  "  We 
taid  to.  We  huw  it  mmld  net  deJ"  8o(»n 
and  derision  were  poured  fort^  upon  the  man 
who,  improTiDg  on  the  lab<n«  of  nis  predeces- 
sor, Biunsey,  was  doing  more  for  the  benefit 
of  his  speciee  than  has  ever  been  effected  by 
all  the  migh^  armies  and  victorious  chie& 
"from  HMedoma's  madman  to  the  Swede." 
Now,  suppose  that  Falton,  before  remedying 
the  defect^  had  suddenly  died — in  a  land  <n 
strangers,  too — leaving  no  one  with  le^ 
authority  to  act  for  him — Cleaving  no  one  m- 
terested  in  his  dedgn,  of  skill  and  talent  to 
consummate  it— poor^-erobarmBsedf— in  deM 
— ^with  'ezeontioDB  levied  on  hia  very  boat  and 
en^n&  and  mere^  snqiended  as  a  matter  of 
apatHu  grace,  until  this  trial  ahoold  be  made : 
sappose,  from  these  or  the  like  oaases,  the 
completion  of  the  steamboat  had  been  postr 
poned  for  another  twenty  years;  at  the  end 
of  which  time  some  other  ii^nious  man  who 
had  witnessed  Fulton's  efforts — who  was  inti- 
mate with  his  plans — who  had  been  deep^ 
impressed  by  his  powerful  and  lucid  argumeuta, 
and  warmed  and  exdted  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  subject,  by  hia  bold  and  saDguine  spirit 
— had,  a^ter  loQg  private  prepar^on,  mienly 
resumed  the  prefect;  and,  under  more  tavor- 
able  ausj^oes — mm  a  more  advaooed  state  of 
the  meobanie  arts,  or  the  benk;n  infiuenoe  of  a 
more  liberal  patronage — had  succeeded,  tri- 
nmphantly  snoceeded,  in  establishing  the  utility 
of  the  steamboat,  dther  on  some  of  Fulton's 
plans,  or  bj  modifioatioos  and  improvements 
of  his  own ;  now,  I  ask  the  friends  of  Falton 
whether,  in  this  state  of  the  case — and  more 
especially  if  ^  had  been  the  original  eSbrt — 
his  memory  should  have  gone  down  into 
oblivion,  imknown.  and  uohonored  by  his 
country  1  As  success  alone,  naked  success,  is 
the  criterion  by  which  the  world  forms  ita 
estimate  merit,  I  know  this  otiier  Individual 
woold,  generally,  have  monopolized  the  hmor; 
but  Hm  inquiring,  the  refleotiiig,  and  the  jns^ 
would  not  have  passed  nnreguded  ttie  namo 
of  Fultoa. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  wonld  not,  if  I  could,  take 
a  dnde  ray  from  tiie  Jost  fame  of  Fulton.  It 
is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  he  improved 
upon,  and  first  broadly  introdaced,  the  steam- 
boat into  general  ose,  and  for  this  alone  he  is 
eutitied  to  the  boundless  and  eternal  ^atitude 
of  mankind.  The  world  has  been  bberal  in 
the  conference  of  honor — something,  too,  his 
counjiry  has  done  for  his  descendants — some- 
thing fartiier  this  House  proposed  doing  at 
the  late  seseion.  To  that  measure,  whcm,  it 
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was  first  up — the  only  occasioa  when  I  was 
present — I  gave  mj  cordial  assent;  and  I 
would  have  riused  mr  Toice  hi  its  fever,  had 
I  not  been  sensible,  that  a  canse  snstdned  as 
it  was,  bj  the  fervid  eloquence  and  powerfol 
argaments  of  the  gentlemen  &om  South  Caro- 
lina, Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Kentucky, 
(Messrs.  Leoare,  Biddlk,  Hovfhait,  and  Obam- 
BBBS,)  needed  not  my  feeble  advocacy.  But 
hi  denying  him  ori^nallty  I  do  him  do  injos- 
tioe.  He  never  claimed  it  himself.  His  par- 
tial bic^rapher  cannot  claim  it  for  him.  llie 
Tery  first  act  <tf  the  New  Ywk  Le^datore  in 
his  in  1798,  recognizes  him  not  as  the 

hiventor,  bat  the  improver.  All  men  who 
have  looked  into  the  sobject  know  that  It  did 
not  begin  with  him.  Long  before,  tiie  design 
had  been  conceived,  to  a  good  extent  acoom- 
plished,  ita  practicabili^  proved,  and  was  per- 
nsted  in  and  prosecnted  under  the  most  favor- 
able circomstances,  with  imwavering  confi- 
dence and  irrepressible  resolntion,  until  his 
dying  boor,  by  James  Bumsey ;  but  for  his 
acquuntance  with  whom,  it  is  probable  the 
powerful  mind  of  Fulton  wonld  never  have 
been  brought  to  act  imon  the  subject,  and  bat 
for  whom  it  is  probaUe  the  world  would 
yet  have  been  inthoat-the  benefits  of  the 
steamboat. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  individual 
who  contested  Bumsey's  title  to  priority  in 
the  application  of  steam  to  narig^on;  and 
about  his  claima  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  or 
two,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  charity ;  for,  as 
to  &e  experiment  ascribed  to  the  Spaniard 
Qaray,  three  hundred  years  ago,  and  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  DtrKCAN,) 
at  the  last  session,  when  I  was  not  present  I 
can  only  say,  that  if  any  sach  ever  was  made, 
all  knowledge  of  it  had  sunk  into  utter  obli- 
Tion.  Ages— centuries  had  rolled  round,  and 
the  most  profound  silence  and  ignorance  pre- 
vailed in  regard  to  it.  It  was  miknown  to 
history — unknown  to  tradition— ^d  oould 
have  had  no  influence  whatever  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  steamboat  in  comparatively  modem 
times.  I  acknowledge  that  this  statement 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  entire  fiction;  that 
if  there  be  such  a  record,  it  was  not  based 
upon  fact  'It  can  scarcely  be  credited  by 
BRj  one  who  will  look  into  the  history  of  the 
forigin,  progress,  and  improvement  of  the 
steam  engine,  which,  more  than  two  hun- 
dred yean  afterwards,  was  used  for  scarcely 
Aij  purpose  except  pumping  water  from 
mines,  where  but  Utile  maohiuery,  and  nothiiw 
hnt  a  dmple  rectilinear  action,  was  required. 
If  Qaray  was  thus  three  centuries  in  advance 
of  all  the  world,  while  his  genius  challenges 
onr  hiffbest  admiraUon,  we  are  forced  to 
acknowledge  that  he  lived  In  vain ;  for,  if  the 
archives  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  do  pre- 
sent any  basis  for  this  statement,  there  it 
would  have  mouldered  into  dust,  if  the  success 
of  the  steamboat  in  this  new  world  had  not 
given  intwest  to  every  thing  oonn«cted  witti 


the  Bul^t^  and  caused  the  eye  cf  some  afr 
quarion  to  rest  upon  the  passage,  wluiih  wnld 
otherwise  have  bem  neigleoted  as  nniwi^Higilih 
or  incredible. 

I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  per- 
son contested  Rumsey's  title  to  prei»daiet 
It  is  stated  in  the  American  Supplement  to 
Rees^s  Encyclopedia — on  the  sul^ect  of  Stem 
— that  Utoh  made  an  experiment  cm  tlx 
Delaware  in  1788.  If  this  were  true,  he  pre- 
ceded Rumsey.  But  I  chall^ige  the  totM 
to  produce  tiie  testimw^  of  a  reqMctabb 
witness,  liviiig  at  dead,  to  oorroborite  tUi 
statement  None  such  can  be  produced.  Tbs 
assertion  is  utterly  erroneous.  Pitch  binudf 
did  not  chum  to  have  thought  of  it  (stca 
navigation)  until  1786.  In  1787  he  built  i 
boat  and  machinery*  on  the  Delaware,  tn^ 
made  his  first  experiments  in  1788.  Thtn 
foots  are  very  clearly  proven  by  varioiu  e?i- 
dence  before  the  committee.  I  wilt  rec^H- 
tulate  but  a  part  The  letter  tS.  Genenl 
Waahington  to  Governor  Johnson,  mritten  ia 
November,  1787,  which  I  have  before  adverted 
to,  si^s  that  Bumsey  commumcated  to  him 
his  steamboat  luveDtiffli  in  November, 
'and  that  some  time  afterwards  Iltch  aUed 
upon  him,  claiming  for  hinisdf  a  similar  iiiT!a> 
tion.  and.  requesting  an  introductiHy  letter, 
"which  he  (Washington) declined  giving, m 
went  so  for  as  to  inform  Mr.  fitch  tbit, 
though  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  disclose  tbe 
prin^ples  of  Mr.  Bumsey  Vdiscovery,  he  eo^ 
venture  to  assure  hini  that  he  (Ktch)  was 
not  original,  but  that  the  idea  bad  been  rant- 
munic^d  to  him  by  Mr.  RuntBey."  I^o'i 
as  Mr.  Bumsey  made  no  communication  on  tbe 
Bu^eot  to  Washington  until  November  lT8i 
it  is  probable  that  this  interview  on  the  part  a 
Fitch  did  not  take  place  until  the  year  Mov- 
ing; and,  indeed,  as  I  will  hereafter  ebov, 
not  nntil  the  coramenoepient  of  IW;  Wr 
hi  either  ease,  it  was  at  a  time  when  RnmAr 
was  exerting  every  nerve  In  preparii^  w 
that  experiment  which  he  made  on  tw 
Potomacin  1786, and  which  Ihave  beforem*- 
tioned.  At  all  events,  it  was  long  after  the 
private  experimaitB  which  Bumsey  made  o 
1784,  in  order  to  test  some  of  the  principles  a 
bis  invention.  If  the  statement  in  the  Ent?- 
clopedia,  that  Fitch  made  experiments  on  the 
Delaware  near  Philadelphia,  in  1788,  were 
true,  can  it  be  believed  that  Wa3hington,Th<i« 
comprehensive  vision  took  in  every  thing  like!? 
to  be  of  any  use  to  his  country,  would,  at  » 
short  a  distanoe,  have  never  heard  <rf  rtl 
And  if  he  had  never  heard  of  it,  can  it  be 
credited  th^  Rtch,  whoso  originalitr  vtf 
questioned  and  denied,  woold  have  fau«^.  "J 
certifying  him  of  it?  And  if  Waehingtoaliaj 
either  heard  of  it  before,  or  been  informed  « 
it  by  Fitch  at  this  meetina,  oonld  lie,  to  vim 
Bumsey  had  made  no  disclosure  on  the  ral^ 
till  November,  1784,  -have  said  to  Fitch,  Sir- 
you  are  not  original :  Bumsey  is  before 
Nol  every  one  will  see  in  that  letter,  no* 
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only  &  refbtaUoD  of  the  statement  in  the  Ency- 
dopedia,  but  a  refutation  of  Utob'a  didm  to 
precedence.  On  his  own  presentation  of  his 
case — on  his  own  statements,  declarations,  and 
admissions,  Washin^on  refuses  to  give  bhn  a 
letter,  and  assures  him  that  he  has  been  antici- 
pated hj  Ramsey.  There  is  also  a  letter  from 
Washington  to  Rnmsey,  written  in  Haroh,  1786, 
bearing  apon  this  point  It  will  be  seen  in  the 
12tib  volume  of  Bparks's  Life.  In  this  letter 
Washington  arges  Rnmsej  to  bring  forward  his 
invention ;  warns  him  that  his  awret  is  leak- 
ing out,  and  that  others  will  take  ad  van- 
tage of  it  and  goes  on  to  state  that  one  indi- 
Tidnal  had  called  on  him,  claiming  for  himself 
a  plan  of  steam  navigation,  and  requesting  a 
letter  of  Introduction,  which'be  declined  giving. 
Now,  it  can  scaroelj  be  doubted  that  the  indi- 
Tidual  here  aUnded  to  was  fitch,  and  that  his 
interview  gave  rise  to  this  admonitory  letter, 
and  took  place  not  long  before  its  date. 

The  January  number  of  the  "  New  Tork 
Review,"  just  published,  contains  a  well- written 
article  on  "  steam  navigation,"  and  I  r^ret  that 
the  writer  was  not  in  possession  oi  all  the 
&cta  tonchins  its  eaxlj  history.  It  therein 
appears  that  Mr.  (^don,  dafanii^  certain  rights 
as  representative  of  Tltoh,  asserted  them  by 
petiMon  before  the  L^slatnre  of  New  York. 
Among  other  testimony  before  the  committee 
raised  on  this  petition,  was  that  of  Gen. 
Bloomfleld,  fixing  the  period  of  Fitoh's  experi- 
ment to  17d7  or  1788.  On  the  aothority  of 
De  WarvUle,  the  oorrespondent  of  Jefferson, 
and  an  eminent  French  writer  of  that  period, 
I  feel  warranted  in  aspag  that  it  was  the 
latter  year. 

In  his  work— published  in  1789— which  will 
be  fonnd  in  your  library,  he  states  that^  beins* 
in  Philadelphia  in  September,  1788,  he  attefided 
by  Invitation  and  wibiessed  Fitoh's  expMiment 
In  a  note,  written  in  tiie  Felffoaiy  following, 
in  London,  he  says : 

"  I  have  jast  become  acqoainted  with  Hr.  Bumsey,' 
of  'Virginia,  a  gentleman  of  great  ingenuity,  who 
proposes  building  a  vessd  in  wfaidi,  without  mSla, 
and  by  steam  akme,  he  iriU  cross  the  AUantlo  in  fif- 
teen dap." 

This  sublime  conception,  this  bold  und»- 
taking  of  Bumsey,  tne  accomplishment  of 
which  in  the  last  year  baa  created  so  vast  a 
sensation,  was  not  untmown  to  me  and  others 
of  his  family,  but,  without  the  high  authority 
of  De  Warville,  I  would  not  have  ventured  to 
have  named  it.  The  English  arttde  in  the 
Encydopedia  manifests  much  ignorance  and 
oardessnesB  in  its  preparation :  a»,  tat  kistance, 
without  the  d»dow  tmth  or  evidenoe,  it 
ascribes  to  Ifr.  Symii^ton,  the  honor  of 
introducing  the  steamboat  Into  Amoira,  and 
at  the  same  time  states,  that  Syndngton's  first 
experiments  were  on  the  Forth  ana  Clyde,  in 
1801.  Lord  Stanhope,  Symington,  the  Abbe 
Arnel  of  France,  Fulton,  and  others,  seem  to 
have  been  urged'  to  reflection  and  action  on 
fhia  BDl^ect,  In '  oonseqiuince  of  Bumsey^ 
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operations  in  London.  The  Amerioan  supple- 
mental arttde  in  the  Encydopedia  is  also,  in 
many  respects,  unfair,  di^ogennoos,  and  un- 
true. The  compiler,  who  is  the  partial  enlo^st 
of  Fulton,  aware  tiiat  he  cannot  ascribe  to  his 
&vorito  the  glory  of  originality,  endeavors  to 
mystify  and  oeclond,  rather  than  to  illustrate, 
the  true  history  of  the  invention  of  the  steam- 
boat. He  gives  to  Fitch,  whose  claims  were 
□ntenable,  precedence  of  Rumsey ;  and  I  think 
I  have  shown  that  he  succeeded  him,  although 
I  hare  dwdt  on'  but  a  part  of  the  evidence : 
Oat  evidence,  taken  tq^ther,  most  dearly 
proves  that  Cltoh  was  but  a  borrower.  The 
compiler  goes  ftirther,  and,  as  if  to  do  away 
with  all  ddm  which  Rumsey,  or  even  Fitdi, 
might  have  upon  the  good  opinion  of  thdr 
countrymen,  says  that  the  idea  of  steam  naviga- 
tion had  been  entertained  at  a  still, earnw 
p^ipd  by  Hulls  of  England,  and  that  Uierefore 
neA  better  entitied  to  the  honor  of  origoality, 
than  Rumsey,  although  he  admite  that  he 
made  no  attempt  to  rednoe  it  to  practice,  and 
Rumsey,  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances; 
actually  succeeded  in  running  a  boat  against 
the  current  of.  a  river  four  or  five  miles  an 
hour.  Hie  compiler  farther  allies  that  Rum- 
sey, with  unlimited  patronage,  and  after  foil 
tnd,  abandtmed  the  pn^ect  as  hopdess.  In- 
^spntable  testimony  shows  that  the  assertion 
is  as  unfounded  and  false  as  it  Is  illiberal  and 
cruel.  I  Judge  that  it  is  from  his  work  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deduces,  what 
he  call  his  "  miscellaneons  facts  "  in  the  report 
upon  the  steam  engine  Md  upon  our  tables  a 
few  days  ago.  And  from  the  misquotation  of 
nameq  and  confusion  of  dates—caused,  no 
doubt,  by  hasty  reference — he  has  not  improved 
the  accuracy  of  the  original  article. 

From  the  ignorance  and  carelessness,  wilftil 
or  otherwise,  displayed  in  this  treatise  in  the 
Enoyd<q>edia,  I  have  no  confidence  in  the 
statement  that  Hidls  En^ond,  obtained  a 
patent  for  steam  navigation,  one  hundred  years 
ago.  I  am  led  to  this  conclusion  by  various 
reflections.   The  steam  engine  at  that  early 

ty,  and,  indeed,  down  to  the  time  of  Watt  bi 
&  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was 
very  ineffident,  and  very  little  used  even  for 
the  simplest  purposes.  It  is  not  stated,  so  far 
as  my  examination  has  gone,  what  agent  Hulls 
contemplated  imng,  whether  steam  or  animal 
power.  And  farther,  Rumsey  obtained  a 
patent  from  the  British  Government,  for  the 
same  object  (steam  navigation)  long  afterwards^ 
(in  178^,)  which  was  then  considered  by  ail  the 
intelligent  and  sdentifie  men  of  London  as  new 
andori^aL 

But  even  if  tbe  idea  of  steam  navigation  had 
been  entertained  in  Eimipe  at  this  anterior 
period,  Rumsey  was  not  tiie  less  ori^naL 
There  was  no  knowledge  in  America  that  sneh 
a  design  had  ever  been  prraented  in  Europe. 
Rumsey,  imperfectly  educated  as  he  was,  with 
a  AiAt  acquaintance  with  books,  relying,  as 
he  mOf  at  ms  own  rewiiroea^  on  Ha  ominvMi- 
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tave  gecias,  bad  never  heard  of  it,  and  even  if 
he  had  heard  that  snch  a  sng^tion  bad  been 
made,  it  can  operate  nothing  m  diminution  of 
his  merit.  I,  sir,  can  declare  that  I  have  in- 
vented a  ^lan  for  aSrial  navigation — that  I 
have  devised  a  machine  by  which  I  will 
soar  aloft  above  the  dull  atmosphere  encom- 
passing the  earth,  where  clouds  aii,d  storms 
prevail,  into  the  pore  re^ons  of  ether,  where, 
manafActnring  an  ta  anitable  to  the  sostenta- 
tion  of  Ufa,  I -will  traverse  thonaandfl  of  miles 
an  hour.  But  if  I  stop  here — if  I  exhibit  no 
plan — if  I  devise  no  machinery,  if  T,  in  no  way, 
prove  its  &a^Uity — snrely  I  am  entitled  to  no 
credit  for  this  suggestion  of  a  waudering  fancy, 
common,  no  doubt,  to  thousands.  If  you 
afterwaxds,  whether  yon  have  heard  my  sng- 
gestion  or  not,  devise  a  plan,  construct  machin- 
ery, add  actually  succeed  in  nayi^ting  the 
(dr,  the  honor  of  originality  is  exclusively  «ur 
own,  I  cannot  participate — it  would  be  ^e- 
posterous  for  me  to  arrogate  any  portion  of 
the  credit.  If,  from  the  in&nt  stale  of  the 
meohanio  arts,  or  your  poverty,  or  your  early 
death,  you  left  it  incomplete,  uthough  you  had 
done  enough  to  prove  its  praotTcability,  and  to 
attract  to  it  the  attention  of  ingenious  and 
Bdentifio  men,  and  another  afterwards,  im- 
Iffoving  apon  your  plan,  brought  it  into  suc- 
oessfol  and  general  Operation,  would  it  not  be 
nnfiur  that  your  claims,  although  you  had 
found  the  diamond,  although  yon  had  put  the 
ball  in  motion,  shonld  be  entirely  superseded 
and  disregarded  f  Bhould  not  the  world,  in  the 
rendition  of  a  just  judgment,  place  you  at  least 
on  terms  of  equality  f 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detiun  the  House 
longer;  I  have  already  occupied  too  much 
time.  I  will  only  add,  that  while  many  of 
the  r^resentatives  of  James  Rnmaey  are 
poor,  very  poor— for,  in  consequence  ci  his 
early  death,  they  never  derived  any  benefits 
from  the  numerous  inventions  of  their  ances- 
tor, except  such  as  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
whole  country — there  is  yet  one  of  them 
whose  claims  address  themselves  to  the  best 
empathies  of  our  nature,  ^he  one  to  whom 
I  allude  is  the  only  son,  the  only  living  child, 
of  James  Bumsey.  While  his  father  was  in 
England  devoting  himself  with  fetal  intensity 
to  the  completion  of  the  steamboat,  that  son, 
by  a  malignaut  disease— scarlet  fever — was,  in 
early  in&uey,  deprived  of  the  feculties  of 
speech  and  hearing.  Talented,  ingenious,  ready 
and  dexterous  at  various  mechanical  employ- 
meots,  he  is  now  eamiii|g  a  soantr  subristence 
by  dally  labor;  but,  with  the  improvidence 
common  to  persons  in  his  condition,  making 
no  preparation  for  approaching  old  age.  To 
the  support  and  comfort  of  the  evening  of  his 
life,  I  have  thought  his  country  mi^t  con- 
tribute something,  without  violating  any  prin- 
ciples of  wise  policy. 

Ifr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood  upon  the  bank  of 
the  beautiful  river  which  washes  Uie  broad 
border  of  my  own  beloved  State^  and  ewtem- 


plated  the  majestic  steam  palace  in  berpni 
career,  exchanging  with  rapidity  sod  cbeaiflRs 
the  productions  of  different  c^es,  oaareTiit 
with  comfort  and  expedition  the  tnTeic; 
public,  ^vin^  new  life  and  energy  to  cdl- 
merce,  to  agnculture,  to  national  indoftr;  d 
enterprise :  I  say,  Kr.  Speaker,  I  have  (tnj 
in  musing  mood  upoii  the  shore  of  the  t 
Ohio,  and  viewed  ttte  noble  steamer  nuTi^ 
victorious  against  wind  and  current^ 

•■Walking  tlM  WBton  Uk*  »  h^i»h;  eflUb"- 

and  then  reflected  that  the  only  son  of  tk  ex 
who  first  seriously  attracted  the  attentiim  i. 
the  skilful  and  ingenious  to  the  sa^ect-^ 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first  yoked  ^ 
power  of  steam  to  the  car  of  oommerce-i!); 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first,  by  sctoil  trii 
proved  its  practicability — the  only  son  oft: 
man  who,  m  his  arduous  struggles  to  pcifa: 
and  present  to  the  wcn-Id  the  steamlxkii' 
pended  his  little  fortmie,  banished  himsetf 
his  home  and  his  country,  and,  in  qiite  l 
obstacles,  was  pushing  onwards  to  aicm 
when  arrssted  by  sudden  death.  TlmlfciR 
reflected  that  the  only  son  of  this  nun  m  tK- 
ing'  for  his  d^y  bread,  smitten  by  his 
and  neglected  by  his  country — when  I 
contemplated  that  and  this  spectacle,  is 
steamboat  and  this  unfortunate  son  of  its  'we& 
or,  feelings,  emotions,  reflections^  have  crcw+i 
upon  mo  of  a  character  which,  as  a  patriii! 
philanthropist,  and  a  Christian,  I  acbDOTrlti? 
it  was  improper  and  sinful  to  entertain. 
the  support  of  that  stricken  one  I  hare  tboq:: 
his  country,  abounding  in  resources,  witbsB 
hundreds  of  millions  of  publio  domain  tbiD^ 
can  squander  in  ages,  might  oontribnte  sw- 
thing  more  rabstantid  tlian  a  medal,  wiAm 
any  extraor^ary  stretch  of  liberal^.  ^ 
it  is  not  fbr  me  to  solict  it,  evra  for  him. 
be  gratWed,  deeply  gratified,  if  the  Qftvs^ 
ment  of  his  country  ^all  h(mor  the  menxiTC 
his  fiither  for  all  his  samflces  and  all  hisB' 
vices  by  the  adoption  of  this. resolution. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  could  have  wished  tlai  a 
task  which  I  have  endeavored  to  disck'? 
had  been  undertaken  by  another.  Bnt  tp 
I  knew  that  on  every  subject  of  a  political  a 

Earty  nature  there  would  be,  on  this  arou,  i 
OBt  of  intellectual  champions  armed  ca{H  I* 
panting  for  the  conflict,  and  stni^iii;&'^ 
floor,  I  apprehend  thi^  in  a  csnse  of  is 
kind,  which  Is  rather  <s  private  oowwim* 
there  would  be  but  little  interest  f^t,  and » 
few,  if  any,  prepared  to  couch  a  ftkodf  * 
defendve  lance.  Hence  I  have  been  ca 
strained  to  trespass  on  'Oie  Bouse. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  that  I  haw" 
pecuniary  interest  in  this  matter;  yet,  o««- 
pyingthe  peculiar  position  whidil  d<^^''/ 
vote  should  be  taken,  I  will,  of  oonM^l**^ 
Rused  from  partidpating  in  it 

The  resolution  passed  the  QonaB 
mous  vote. 
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Hovn&T,  Vtibsnaxy  11. 
Tor^  C^^m«M  u^et  ^  1888^iRrtorfi»{ 
Ineidmti—Ita  Oriffin — Jti  Dietign  toprMsnt 
thfi  Impending  Protiration  of  hw  iVotecfwe 

Vr.  Bkktok  obBemd  that  some  days  ago,  in 
the  diBcoBsion  of  a  bill  then  befcve  the  Senate, 
he  had  occadon  to  take  flome  notke  of  the  com- 
promise act ;  and  he  then  made  a  statement  of 
what  had  passed  in  relation  to  it  between  him- 
self and  a  gentleman  who  was  then  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  head  of  tiie 
Committee  on  Hann&ctores.  Since  maldng 
that  statement,  he  had  had  reason  to  address  a 
letter  to  the  {^ntleman  whose  name  he  men- 
tioned, (Governor  Diokxbson,)  on  the  sabjecL 
and  he  hiad  received  an  answer  which  he  would 
read  to  the  Senate,  and  then  let  that  answer 
stand  as  his  statement.  Ur.  B.  here  read  the 
following: 

SnccASDmrr,  J.,)  Feb.  6,  1889. 
DuR  Sis  :  Last  evening  I  received  roura  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  which,  no  doobt,  had  been  detahied  on 
the  road  »  da;  or  two,  In  conseqaence  of  the  hnry 
nun  by  which  oar  ooontry  has  been  late!/  del- 
uged. 

Yoar  letter  cont^ns  an  ezttaot  from  the  Natimal 
Intelligencer,  hi  wUch  It  Is  denied  that  Ur.  Waasm 
had  said  to  mc  that  he  had  not  been  constdted  as  to  the 
compromise  bill,  ftc,  and  yon  ask  for  m;  reoollecUons 
as  to  this  fact  I  hasten  to  relate  to  jou  the  facta  in 
this  case,  so  far  aa  I  can  now  reobllect  them.  On  the 
day  before  Ur.  Cut  introduced  thia  bill  into  the 
Senate,  he  mentfoned  to  me  that  he  had  givoi  notfoe 
that  he  should  aak  leave  to  introdoce  the  bill  oa  the 
next  day,  some  of  the  leading  features  of  which  he 
stated  to  mc.  I  had  not  heard  the  notice  given. 
He  said  he  had  intended  to  show  me  tlie  Ull,  but  had 
been  prevented  by  a  multiplicity  of  bosmess  in  irtiich 
he  had  b«en  engaged,  bat  that  I  should  see  it  in  ^ 
morning. 

Next  moRung  I  widted  npon  Mr.  Wbbbrb,  and 
asked  him  if  be  was  aware  that  saoh  a  bill  was  to  be 
introduced.  He  assured  me  that  lie  was  not,  and 
that  he  bad  not  been  oonsolted  nptm  it,  and  expreM- 
ed  Umself  atrtm^y  of  the  dis^probation  with  which 
such  a  measure  would  be  received  hi  New  England.' 

In  the  morning  I  arrived  at  my  seat  some  minutes 
aft»  the  buslnesa  of  the  day  bad  commenced,  and  I 
found  that  Ur.  Cur  had  made  1^  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  his  bill.  Had  I  arrived  before  the  bud- 
nesB  of  the  day  bad  oommenoed,  no  doubt  I  should 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing  the  bill  before 
it  was  present^  As  it  was,  I  never  saw  it  until  it 
was  m  print. 

Ur.  WiBsns,  as  weB  as  myself,  opposed  tiiis  bill, 
and  both  voted  agdnit  it.  If  you  read  ttie  debates 
Oat  took  place  In  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  on  the 
91st,  22d,  and  23d  February,  '88,  I  thhik  you  will  be 
convinced  that  neither  Ur.  Wkb8T>k  nor  myself 
could  have  had  any  previous  notice  of  Uiis  biU.  I 
have  not  the  file  ofp^>erB  by  me,  but  yon  may 
eadly  find  th^  at  Washington.  I  will,  however, 
tefer  yon  to  Ifr.  WxBmn'a  roeedi  iqwn  this  IhU,  re- 
ported in  Nilee'fl  Register,  4th  series,  vol  8,  page  7, 
m  whkh  yon  wni  find  abundsnt  proof  that  he  oould 
not  have  been  ommlted  as  to  its  ot^  w  detiilB. 


[^"BBBUIXT,  1889. 

Among  other  expresBttms are  these :  "Iberewuno 
expectation  at  the  commencement  of  this  short  see* 
sion  that  each  a  bill  wonld  be  passed.  The  Senate 
had  not  had  time  to  know  the  pleasure  of  their  maa- 
teta  jVo  opwjrtunity  had  been  offend  for  obtain- 
ing a  knowMge  of  either  the  coune  of  pu&lie  opin- 
ion, or  the  effect  of  thit  meatttre  on  the  public 
interettt."  IfHr.  Webbtkb  had  been  consulted  on 
this  bill,  would  he  have  made  such  declarations  r  or 
if  made,  would  they  have  passed  nnanswe^? 

Ur.  C^T  had  previoudy  stated  to  me  his  fban^ 
that  Ur.  yBBPi.AiioK's  bill,  winch  he  considered  as 
an  administration  measure,  or  some  other  bill  orl^- 
nally  fVom  the  same  source,  would  pass,  greaUy  to 
the  injury,  if  not  destructi(m,  of  the  mannfactniing 
interest  of  the  country,  and  snneeted'the  propriety 
of  making  fuititer  concessions,  m  addttion  to  those 
of  the  law  of  *8S,  as  Uie  only  means  saving  even 
.  a  part  of  the  protective  system,  but  without  stating 
what  those  conceadtms  should  be.  I  answved  him, 
that  I  did  not  fear  Ur.  Yxrpumce's  bill ;  that  It 
could  never  pass ;  that  it  was  already  so  altered  and 
amended  that  I  did  not  believe  Ur.  Vibpumcc  would 
votefor  It  himself;  and  that,  at  all  events,  we  should 
suffer  the  law  of  1682  to  go  into  complete  operation 
before  we  should  make  any  alterationa  in  Its  pro- 
visions. 

There  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  Ur.  Cur 
'to  consult  me  on  tus  lull ;  what  he  said  to  me  I 
considered  as  a  mere  act  of  courtesy.  Tlie  Ull 
originated  with  himself  without  any  participation 
of  the  Committee  on  Uanufactures,  of  which  both 
he  and  I  were  members.  The  fact,  however,  that  I 
was  associated  with  him  on  that  committee,  led  to 
a  belief  that  I  must  have  been  acquainted  with  tiie 
provi^ons  of  the  bill  before  it  was  matured,  and 
sul^ected  me  to  some  unpleasant  Inquiries,  as  to  this 
fact,  in  one  of  which,  no  doubt,  I  stated  to  yon  the 
conversatim  I  had  had  with  Ur.  WsBsrsa. 

I  regret  extremely  being  called  on  to  slate  eooveN 
sations  long  past,  with  gentlemen  whose  recoUectkns 
now,  or  understanding  at  the  time,  may  not  be  pre- 
dsdy  the  same  as  my  own;  more  espedally  as 
there  was  much  misapprehension  In  tiie  public  gqwif 
as  to  the  debates  vptm  this  bill. 

I  am,  with  great  reqteot, 

Tonr  obedient  servant, 

KAHLON  DI0EEB8ON. 
Hon.  Tknus  H.  Bmrmi, 

WaAhigtim,  D.  a  * 

Mr.  a  said  he  had  Mt  himself  oidled  on  to 
write  to  Qoremor  DnxKBSON,  to  know  whether 
he  had  made  any  ndstake  in  the  statement  he 
gave  as  to  what  had  passed  between  them.  He 
now  presented  Governor  Diokebsoet'b  own 
words,  by  which  it  wonld  he  seen  that  the 
statement  he  had  made  was  sabstantially  cor- 
rect. 

Kr.  Webster  observed  that  it  was,  of  course^ 
very  well  known  that  he  differed  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  as  to  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing the  compromise  act.  He  never  complained^ 
however,  of  any  want  of  courtesy  or  kindness 
in  the  Senator  for  not  consulting  him  on  Ihe 
subject  The  truth  was,  that  the  Senator  from 
Eentncky  did  conminnicwte  to  lum,  some  weeks 
before,  that  he  had  It  hi  eontemphdion  to  bring 
forward  an  hnportant  measiue,  withont  saying 
what  that  mesBore  was.  He  certably  did  be* 
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come  acc^nfunted  with  the  measure  before  the 
Senator  latroduced  it;  bot  he  could  not  say 
that  he  knew  of  it  before  the  notice  was  given 
in  the  Senate.  He  was  inclined  to  tliink  that 
the  conversation  of  which  Qovenior  Dickbbson 
roeok^  was  about  the  time  of  the  notice  given 
Of  the  intention  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
to  introduce  the  bill.  AU  hd  had  at  present  to 
Bay  was,  that,  differing  as  he  did  witn  tiie  Sen- 
ator from' Kentucky  with  r^ard  to  the  measure 
spoken  of,  he  made  no  complaint  as  to  his  not 
being  consulted. 

Mr.  Cut  said  be  did  not  know  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  slightest  consequence  to  the  Sen- 
ate or  the  public,  to  be  informed  of  the  prelimi- 
hary  steps  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  great 
public  measure ;  it  was  safScient  to  say  that  it 
was  submitted  by  himself  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility ;  and,  after  a  full  discosBion  in  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, was  adopted  by  deoinve  ma}on- 
ties,  and  rraponded  to  by  the  nation  with  an 
enthusiasm  almost  noexampled.  He  was  not 
responsible  to  any  whether  oonsnltations  were 
or  were  not  held  on  the  subject  before  its  intro- 
dnction  to  the  Senate ;  it  was  suflScicnt  for  him 
to  say  that  it  was  introduced,  and  passed  in  the 
manner  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  0.  said  be  came  to  this  city  from  Ash- 
land, in  December,  1832.  At  that  time  there 
was  an  impression  generally  prevalent  that  the 
protective  system  was  about  to  receive  a  fatal 
shook,  and  would  be  prostrated.  Immediately 
after  his  arrival,  he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
in  company  witli  a  friend  from  Louisiana,  since 
deceased.  While  there^  the  project  of  a  com- 
promise of  this  great  and  important  question 
presented  itself  to  his  mind,  and  was  the  suljject 
of  reflectioji  and  consultation  with  that  friend. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Hr.  Wbbsteb) 
passed  through  Philadelphia  about  that  lime, 
and  the  plan  was  communicated  to  him  :  it  was 
true  that  the  Senator  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  it.  A  committee  of  very  intelligent 
gentlemen  interested  in  manufactures  waited 
on  him  (Mr.  0.)  to  know  what  could  be  done 
to  savl  them  from  the  danger  that  was  threaten- 
ing them.  To  this  committee  he  communicated 
his  plan  of  settling  this  question,  at  least  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  it  met  their  hearty  ooncor- 
rence  and  ^rOvaL 

Upon  his  return  to  this  city,  he  consolted 
the  Senator  f^om  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,) 
upon  the  subject,  and  he  at  first  e:q>ressed  his  ap- 
probation of  it,  but  after  further  consiiltation  and 
reflection  upon  it,  his  views  were  changed,  and 
he  voted  ag^nst  it.  He  thought  it  was  prior 
to  his  introduction  of  the  bill  into  the  Senate, 
that  he  called  a  meeting  of  his  political  friends 
at  his  lodgings ;  there  were  some  eight  or  ten 
present,  and  his  impression  was  that  the  Sena- 
tes from  Massachusetts  was  there :  certain  he 
was  that  he  was  invited.  The  bill  was  read  at 
this  meeting,  and  its  provisions  discussed ;  and 
the  fact  that  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  such  a  measure  in 
omtemplation  waa  notorious  in  both  Booses  of 


Congress  and  one  or  two  motions  wen  ^ 
by  persons  who  had  some  glimp^  of  the 
to  anticipate  its  introduction.  He  n^vi 
these  pt^aulars  respecting  the  preliiEbr.-i 
to  the  introduction  of  the  c<Hn^roinif«ici:'- 
cept  as  maters  of  history,  uDimputeiUrj 
great  and  benefiofal  results  that  htd  foUovcc  j 
adoption,  was  a  snffldent  excuse  fat  tfaii^- 
duotion. 

With  regard  to  the  Senator  from  ISew  Jisr. 
QSx.  Dickbbson,)  whose  letter  had  Icnrr. 
be  was  npon  such  terms  with  him  u  loi- : 
a  confidenti^  intercounte  between  thm  I 
knew  tiiat  he  was  a  warm  friend  of  ihtar 
facturing  interest,  but  he  was  also  &  fnai ' 
the  Administration ;  and  he  stood  is  iir 
others,  who  considered  their  devotion  :c 
Administration  paramount  to  th^  ievaO'X 
the  highest  interests  of  their  country.  It  ^tri 
that  from  his  letter,  he  did  mention  the  sr- 
to  him,  and  itmi^tbeso^  bnthehad»ifc. 
lection  irf  haxing  done  bo. 

Mr.  BxsroB  rose  to  asj  tSiat  he  hii&a: 
nection  with  this  conversationa]  debate,  a'-' 
in  the  tdn^e  point  of  the  accuracy  of  11= 
ment  of  what  had  passed  betwesi  Gors^-- 
DiOEBBSON  mi  himself.  He  had  read  tL;  k- 
ter  for  the  single  purpose  of  showing  tk  i- 
had  committed  no  error  in  reporting  tk  .: 
versation  of  that  gentieman.  His  obJ«:  <■ 
accomplished  by  the  reading  d  the  letter::'^ 
wid  he  believed  it  was  (^parent  that  thertf: 
no  mistake  either  in  himself  or  in  Got<x 
DiozKBsoH ;  and  that  the  statement  of 
ter  was  very  consifitent  with  the  remsrbfii. 
the  reading  of  the  letter  had  oslied  fbrtk 

Mr.  Batis  well  remembered  tiie  baees. 
of  the  period  referred  to,  for  he  fdt  nz; 
strong  interest  in  wh&  was  going  on. 
ready  and  willing  to  do  the  Senator  frcm 
tucky  all  the  justice  he  was  entitled  td,£: 
could  corroborate  hu  statement  except  r  '■ 
that  part  in  which  the  Senator  stated  tlu:  \ 
(Mr.  D.)  was  at  one  time  favorably 
towards  the  compromise  act,  which irui>>J' 
as  he  had  been  opposed  to  it  from  first  tol^ 

Mr.  Wkbbtbk  sud  that  the  Senstor  ti: 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  seemed  toMffWS  ^ 
he  (Mr.  W.  )  waa  present  at  a  ocaunltitiMK'' 
to  the  introdnoti<m  of  the  1)^  in  theSeuK.  ' 
that  he  was  invited  to  attend.  The  lattff  n 
very  probable,  but  he  had  no  recdIectionttJ- 
ever  of  being  present  at  any  snch  ccaiailtiis^ 

Mr,  Kniohx  made  a  ffew  obserratioia  y; 
inan^ble  to  be  understood,  which  tenniut^ 
the  disooauon  on  the  sul^eot 


Satobdat,  February  16. 
Inland  Trade  befyeeen  Kea  MBxie«taid3fii»^ 
— Oiatom-house  on  Mimuri  Jhwitw- 
Mr.  Lnm  presented  the  memorial  of  fl«^ 
eral  Assembly  of  the  SUte  of  Mjasoon,  nj* 
ing  Congress  to  pass  a  law  altering  iwifi** 
mode  of  issi^  tities  to  land;  which  ««'^ 
ferred  to  the  (Xanmittee  on  Fnhlifl 
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Also,  a  memorial  from  tiie  same,  praying  the 
establiahment  of  a  port  of  entry  and  custom- 
honae  at  some  pdnt  on  fhe  Ifiaaoiiri  Biver,  and 
allowing  those  vho  trade  with  Mexico  hy  land 
the  privile^  of  drawback  and  debenture.  Hr. 
LnTN  went  into  a  number  of  interesting  det^s. 
showing  the  importance  and  former  extent  of 
the  trade  between  this  conntry  and  the  Kezican 

?rovince8,  and  with  the  Indians  of  the  Oregon 
erritory,  and  its  comparative  insignificance  at 
present.   The  Hudson  Bay  Company,  from 
their  great  £acihties  and  adTantages,  were  mo- 
nopolizing the  whole  Indian  and  Mexican 
trade,  as  they  Imported  their  goods  free  of 
i  daty ;  and  they  would  soon  obtain  a  danger- 
ous ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the  Indians. 
He  said  that  if  there  was  not  prompt  action  on 
the  part  of  Congress  on  this  snl^Mi^  not  only 
the  taide  with  the  Ifexlcan  proTinces  would 
'  cease,  but  that  the  territoiy  inhabited  by  these 
^  Indiana  woold  be  wrested  from  as.   Mr.  L. 

said  he  had,  some  days  since,  introduced  a  bill 
'  for  the  occupation  of  fhe  Oregon  Territory, 
^  with  a  view  to  doing  something  on  this  snl^ecL 
which  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  consider  and 
^  act  upon  at  an  early  d«y. 


■  HOUBB  OF  BXPRBSBXTATIVES. 

I  TmsnxT,  Febmary  19. 

)  SearganiMtaion  ^  (A«  iVbsy. 

The  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 

I  the  "VJ^hoIe  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 

I  Bakkb  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consider- 

,  ation  of  the  civil  and  <UpIomatic  ^nmriation 
bill.  The  question  immediately  before  the  com- 
mittee, was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cbast  to  strike 
out  from  the  bill  the  appropriation  to  th6  navy 
board. 

Mr.  Kknnbdt,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
Raid  ho  was  pieced  that  the  House  bad,  since 
he  obtained  it,  shaped  for  itself  another  ooorse, 
,  by  adopting  the  resolntion  calling  for  a  report 
I  of  a  plan  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  the 
I  next  sesrion  for  reorganizing  this  board,  and, 
,  therefore,  rendered  it  mineeessary  fbr  him  to  say 
,  much  as  to  the  particular  motion  before  the 
House.   He  thought  the  course  adopted  was 
the  most  appropriate  one.   Hr.  K.  tJien  went 
on  to  review  the  poliOT  of  the  post  and  present 
Administrations,  and  denonnced  it  in  nnmeas- 
nred  terms., 

Mr.  HowABD  then  obtMned  the  floor,  and 
said,  as  a  friend  of  the  navy,  he  returned  Ms 
sincere  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
for  the  interest  he  evinced  In  hurrying  forward 
the  proporition ;  and,  instead  of  being  rebuked 
on  aocoont  of  the  section  of  country  from  which 
it  oame,  as  he  had  been  done  by  some  genUe- 
men,  he  merited  their  tlianks. 

He  then  went  on  to  reply,  at  length,  to  his 
oolleagne,  (Mr.  Kbnuxdt,)  in  vindication  of  the 
Administration.  He  referred  to  the  essential 
services  which  that  gentleman  bad  ren^red  in 
breaking  down  the  adndnbtratioi  of  John  Ql 
VouIIIL-48 
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Adams,  which  he  had  Just  eulo^zed,  and  the 
great  talent  he  had  evinced,  and  had  devoted, 
to  bringlnff  into  existence  the  administeadons 
General  Jackson  and  Martin  Van  Bnren, 

which  he  bad  just  denounced  in  such  onmeas- 
nred  temia.  He  looked  upon  the  violent  strug- 
gle of  the  Opposition  for  the  Presidency,  as  the 
prolific  source  from  which  sprung  all  the  evils 
of  the  present  day  which  Lis  colleague  (Mr. 
E.)  compluned  of.  He  then  referred  to  the 
tariff  question,  which,  he  feared,  instead  of  being 
settled  with  a  single  eye  to  the  interest  of  tiie 
country,  would  be  pressed  into  reqoiMtion  to 
subserve  party  ends,  and  instanced  tne  periodi- 
cal attempts  to  agitate  that  question  Just  preced- 
ing the  put  Presidential  elections.  He  referred 
to  the  question  of  Ihnitation  to  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  Presidency,  which  had  been  spoken 
of  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Uh- 
DXBwooD,)  and  intimated  that  he  would  be  In 
favor  of  a  limitation  to  one  term  of  six  ^ears. 
He  then  examined  the  charge  of  proscription 
which  had  I)een  so  frequentiy  rung  in  the  ears 
of  the  party,  and  referred  to  the  large  number 
of  the  Opposition  in  office  in  the  State  he  in 
part  represented,  and  elsewhere,  and  reviewed, 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Oj^ontioa  where 
they  had  the  power. 

Mr.  Kbnitsdt  briefly  r^oined. 

Mr.  Bboitson  said  tiiat,  at  the  siusestion  of 
many  gentlemen  who  were  fiiendfy  to  tha 
amendment  itself  but  who  did  not  coiudder  this 
OS  the  proper  time  to  press  It,  and  especially 
since  the  passage  of  the  resolution  tX.  this  morn- 
ing rendered  further  action  at  tMs  time  un- 
necessary, he  would  ^itTtdravs  the  amendment 
he  had  cdfered;  and  he  wiUidrew  it  accord- 
ing. 


IN  SXHTATE. 
Satoedat,  February  28. 
Th«  Vice  I^eaidmt  leaee$  the  Ohaxefor  the 
Bemon, 

The  TiCE  Pbesidbnt  said,  that  according  to 
usage,  he  did  not  intend  to  resume  his  seat  in 
the  Senate  this  sessioo.  He  had  a  great  deal 
of  correspondence,  and  some  business  at  the 
publio  omoes  to  attend  to,  which  the  Senate 
knew  that  he  could  not  do  while  perfimning 
Ms  duties  in  the  eh^,  and  therefore  his  ab- 
sence from  the  Senate  became  IndispensaUjr 
necessary.  He  would  take  tiiis  oooasion  to  ex- 
press his  obligations  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with 
which  he  had  been  treated  during  tiie  years  he 
had  presided  over  their  deliberations,  and  be 
concluded  by  wishing  them  all  a  safe  and  hap- 
py return  to  their  fomihes  and  their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TmsDAT,  Febmary  30. 

Sfr,  WAizn,  flrom  tiie  Oommittee  on  th» 
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PnUlo  LoDdii,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
moiial  of  America  YeBpneei,  made  the  follow- 
ing retort  therecm : 

The  Conunittee  <n  the  Public  Laztda.  to  whicb  wu 
refetrcd  m  mttidi  nS  the  petitltm  or  America  Tea- 
pQcci  as  reUtei  to  agnnt  of  land,  beg  leave  to 

report: 

That,  coDoeiriDg  It  to  be  their  duty  to  Terify  the 
fiKte  upon  which  the  application  was  founded,  ^e; 
have  eiandiied  a  Tolmtdnou  man  of  docnmentary 
•videnee,  and  find  the  statementa  of  the  memorial 
to  be  taWj  suetidned.  They  have  aecn  the  autbenUc 
eertlficatcfl  of  b^itinn,  through  many  eenentions, 
of  the  Vpspucci  fiunily  In  Florence,  whicn  attest  the 
lineage  and  descent  of  the  racmoriaiisL  Tbej  have 
read  the  highly  favorable  and  complimentary  letter 
of  the  Queen  of  the  French,  throu^  her  secretary, 
to  tiie  petitioner.  They  bavo  read  the  letter  to  her 
of  (be  King  of  the  French,  through  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  subscribing  for  a  work  for  the  King,  of 
iriiich  she  was  the  author ;  and  have  also  read  the 
pennistuon  of  the  French  Uinieter  of  the  Harine  for 
tier  to  sail  in  a  French  national  vessel.  The  com- 
mittee have  also  had  before  them  her  credentials  from 
the  Minister  of  Tuscany,  in  France,  ami  many  other 
papen  of  birii  dmacter  and  autbentidty  in  her 
nvor.  Tbey  have  alao  witnomed  ber  own  peisonal 
deportment  here,  and  the  manner  In  whidi  die  has 
been  received  by  the  French  legation,  which,  added 
to  other  testimonials,  leave  not  a  doubt  of  the  Identity 
of  Ifae  memorialiet,  and  the  troth  <rf  ber  repreaenu- 
tixnui 

After  the  l^iie,  then,  of  more  than  three  centuries, 
a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Americus  Vcepudua 
Is  amongst  us.  This  heroic  navigator,  before,  and 
also  after  the  dose  of  the  flfteenm  centory,  landed 
upon  the  shorM  of  the  new  worid,  among  the  most 
early  and  scicntiflc  of  those  who  succeeded  the  great 
and  pre-eminent  Columbus  In  the  discovery  or  this 
continent.  A  descripdve  nanative  tt  his  several 
voyages  was  written  and  puUished  by  Americas, 
and  Europe  baptised  with  hts  name  this  ndghty  con- 
tinent. This  name  can  never  now  be  abandcmed. 
It  is  the  name  of  our  beloved  oountry.  It  is  as- 
toolated  with  all  the  glories  of  the  past,  and  the  still 
brighter  hopes  of  the  Aiture.  It  is  written  upon  our 
national  constitution,  and  engraven  upon  the  luwrt 
isS  every  true  American.  Under  this  name  we  have 
■aoceeded  in  two  stnigglca  with  the  most  formidable 
power  in  Europe,  and  have  so  wonderMly  aug- 
mented in  population  that,  should  the  same  ntlo  & 
fnorease  continue  for  the  future,  tbe  dose  of  thfai 
century  will  find  within  our  limita  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  people,  and  more  than  five  mil- 
Ibns  within  the  angle  dty  of  New  Tnk.  In  reflet 
fag,  then,  with  gtwy  upon  the  name  of  Amerioi^ 
oan  we  f<»get  the  great  navigator  Avna  idiom  we 
derived  tMs  proudest  of  earthly  Utles?  A  descend- 
ant  of  Americus  is  now  here ;  a  young,  interesting, 
dignified,  and  accomplished  lady,  with  a  mind  of  the 
highest  intellectual  culture,  and  a  heart  beating  with 
all  our  own  enthuuasm  in  the  cause  of  American  and 
of  human  liberty.  She  feels  that  the  name  she  bears 
is  a  prouder  title  than  any  that  earthly  monardis  can 
bestow,  and  she  comes  here  asking  of  os  a  small  cor- 
ner of  American  soil  where  she  may  pass  the  remain- 
der of  her  days  in  this  the  land  of  her  adoption.  She 
comes  here  as  an  exile,  separated  forever  from  her 
family  and  friends,  a  stranger,  without  a  country  and 
wMioat  a  hone,  e^elled  frmn  hv  nattve  Itrij  tax 


tbe  avowal  and  maintenance  of  opinims  IsTonble  tu 
free  iostitutioDS,  and  an  a^ent  derire  for  Ik  pub- 
lishment of  her  country's  freedom.  Thit  die  ii  it- 
deed  wwtfay  of  the  name  of  America ;  that  ber  hmt 
is  indeed  imbued  with  American  priedidcs  and  i  la- 
vent  love  of  human  liberty,  is  proved,  in  iter  ok, 
by  toils,  and  perils,  and  sacrifices,  worthy  of  dit 
proudest  days  of  antiquity,  when  tbe  Bomu  ud  itc 
Spartan  matron  were  ever  ready  to  wmaitt  fife 
itself  in  their  country's  service. 

The  petitioner  d^rcs  the  donation  to  ber  of  i 
small  tract  of  land  by  Congress.  With  every 
of  reflect  and  kinanesa  for  the  memoriabt,  lai- 
jorityof  the  committee  deem  it  ImposriUe  (nrdii 
Government  to  make  the  grant  Tbey  thliA  cbAi 
grant  without  a  precedent,  and  that  It  wodd  Tiolut 
Uie  spirit  of  tiiose  compacts  by  which  the  public  d*' 
main  was  ceded  to  this  Government.  It  is  die  tmu- 
Imoue  and  anxioas  desire  of  tbe  commiaeeihitlk 
petitioner  should  receive  all  the  benefits  and  reeopii- 
tiott  that  this  Govonment  can  bcalow.  Wlat  ita 
Government  cannot  do  is  within  the  power  of 
American  people.  They  feel  at  least  an  equal  pride 
and  glory  with  us  in  the  name  of  America.  Tbruuj^ 
out  our  wide-extended  country,  among  all  clss^e^  ili^ 
feeling  is  universal ;  and  in  the  humUest  ntugt  lix 
poorest  American  feels  that  this  name,  the  ium<  of 
his  beloved  country,  is  a  prouder  title  than  ujikit 
adorns  the  monarch's  twoar,  and  that  if  be  bu  » 
other  property,  this  name,  with  all  its  grett  loil  ^ 
rioua  associations,  irith  the  past  and  hopes  for  ihc  fu- 
ture, is  an  all-auffident  heritage  to  truuniii 
children.  This  generous,  patriotic,  and  euligbltm 
peoide  will  take  into  tbdr  own  hands  tbe  ctw  a 
America  VeapuocL  Tbey  «U1  procare  forbeithii 
hiHnewhidiriMdeslreaamQ^cas.  TheymUdoal 
that  Congress  la  forUdden  todo,  andhifiiuidrB<« 
than  she  asks  or  deslrea,  and  demonstiale  to  >« 
worid  that  tbe  name  of  America,  our  countrr'i  um< 
is  dear  to  us  all,  and  shall  be  honored,  rc^eM 
and  dierisbcd  in  tlie  person  of  tho  iotertstiDf!  ru<: 
from  whose  ancestor  we  dmve  tbe  giest  and  gionixH 
titl& 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JMtH&  Fnviiua^  m      State  qfMaiK. 

The  pBunnsT  sahmitted  tbe  foBowiog  Ve- 
sage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

I  hiy  before  Congress  several  despatcbea  M  ^ 
Excellency  tbe  Governor  of  Maine,  with  tia<^p^m 
communicating  certain  proceedings  of  the  U^^-'^ 
of  that  State,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  tbe 
tary  of  State,  made  by  my  direction,  together  wtt j 
note  fW>m  H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  Envoy  EitnordiMi^ 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britsin,  *i» 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  8M» 

It  will  mear  fhan  thoee  docuroeDts,  » 
merona  band  of  lawless  and  desperate 
fVom  the  adfoinlng  Britidi  Prorinces,  hut  wrtww 
the  authority  or  MncUon  of  tbe  ProTimail  Wr^ 
ment,  had  tre^Mssed  upon  that  potion  of  tK5^ 
tory  hi  dispute  between  the  United  StaU**^^ 
Brtialn  which  k  watered  by  tbe  Riw  Af"*^ 
and  cbdnwd  to  belong  to  tbe  State  of  Mum./" 
that  they  bad  committed  extensive  dcpredattou  tw* 
bycutangand  deatroying  a  very  Uige  qM«;y  "J 
thnber.  It  wffl  f*irther  appear  diat  the  Govern"  » 
Uidne,  having  been  offidally  apprised  of  the 
■taiioe,  bMl  eonmimioatod  it  to  tbe  Legiw^ 
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3d  Sbm.J 

a  rccoromcndfttion  of  audi  provisions,  In  uldltiOD  to 
tliose  already  existing  b;  Uv,  as  would  enable  bim 
to  arrest  tbe  coone  tn  «iid  dnnditioiui,  dln>er8e  tbe 
treapasscTS,  and  seeare  the  timber  whidi  vtiAj  vera 
about  canriiie  away ;  that  In  compliance  with  a  re- 
BolTe  of  the  L^gislahire,  passed  in  pursuance  of  his 
recommendation,  his  Excellency  had  despatdied  tbe 
land  agent  of  tbe  State,  with  a  force  deemed  adequate 
to  that  puipoae,  to  tbe  aoene  of  the  alleged  depreda- 
tions, inio,  after  accomplishing  a  part  of  his  duty, 
was  seized  by  a  band  of  the  trespaasers,  at  a  house 
claimed  to  be  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  Uune, 
whither  be  bad  repaired  for  toe  purpose  of  meeting 
and  consulting  with  tbe  land  agent  of  the  Frovince 
of  Kew  Brunswick,  and  conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to 
Fredenclcton,  in  that  Province,  together  with  two 
other  citizens  of  tiie  State,  who  were  ■•^»*'"g  him  In 
tbo  discbatge  of  bis  duty. 

It  will  alto  appear  tiiat  tiie  Ooremor  and  L^isla- 
ture  of  Hdoe,  aatlsfled  that  tbe  tre^MUsers  hod  acted 
in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  both  ooontriea,  learning 
tlifit  they  were  in  poasesdon  of  arms,  and  anticipating 
(correctly,  as  tha  result  has  proved)  that  pereons  of 
ttieir  reckless  and  desperate  character  would  set  at 
naught  the  authority  of  the  mo^strateB,  without  the 
aid  of  a  strong  force,  had  authorixed  the  sheriff^  and 
tiic  officer  appointed  in  the  place  of  the  land  agent, 
to  employ,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  an  armed 
posse,  who  had  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  these  dep- 
reilutions,  wl^  a  view  to  the  entire  dlapersioQ  or 
iirrt';-t  of  the  trespaasen^  and  tha  protection  of  the 
public  property. 

In  the  correspondence  between  the  Governor  of 
^^no  and  Sir  Jdm  Harvey,  Lienlenant  Goremor  of 
the  Province  of  New  Bnuiswi<^  wbidi  has  grown 
out  of  these  occurrences,  and  is  likewise  herewith 
coomiunicated,  tiie  former  is  requested  to  recall  tiie 
armed  party  advanced  into  tbe  disputed  territory  for 
tbe  arrest  of  trespaasen^  and  is  informed  that  a 
strong  body  of  British  troops  is  to  be  heM  in  readi- 
ness to  support  and  protect  the  authority  and  lub- 
jccts  of  weat  Britain  in  said  territory.  In  answer 
to  that  request,  the  Provindal  Governor  Is  informed 
of  the  detertpination  of  the  State  of  Maine  to  sup- 
port the  land  agent  and  his  party,  in  tbe  performance 
of  their  duty,  and  the  same  determination,  fbr  the 
execution  of  wbidi  provision  is  made  by  a  resolntion 
of  the  State  L^s^toic,  is  oommunicated  by  tbe 
Governor  to  Ae  Genenl  Goremmait 

The  Uentenant  Goventor  of  New  Bnmsvidc,  la 
catting  upon  the  Governor  of  Heine  for  tbe  recall  of 
the  land  agent  and  his  party  from  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, and  tbe  British  Uinb^ter  in  making  a  ^ilar 
demand  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
proceed  upon  the  assumption  that  an  agreemoit 
exists  between  the  two  nationa  cmoeding  to  Great 
Britain,  until  tbe  final  settlement  of  the  booudaiy 
question,  exdndve  possession  of,  and  jurisdiction 
over,  the  territory  hi  dispute.  The  important  bear- 
ing which  such  an  agreement,  if  It  existed,  would 
have  upon  the  condition  and  interests  of  the  parties, 
and  the  influence  It  might  have  upon  tho  adjustment 
of  the  dispute,  are  too  obvious  to  allow  ue  error 
upon  which  this  assumption  seems  to  rest  to  pass  for 
a  moment  without  correctiMi.  The  answer  <^  the 
Secretory  of  State  to  Mr.  Fox's  note,  will  ritow  the 
ground  taken  by  tbe  Government  of  the  United 
States  upon  this  point  It  is  twlieved  that  all  the 
oorre^xmdence  which  has  passed  Ijetween  tbe  two 
Governments  upon  this  Eubject  has  already  been  com- 
municated to  Congress,  and  is  now  on  their  fliea. 


An  abstract  of  it,  however,  hastily  prepared,  accom- 
panies this  communication.  It  is  pMsiUe  that  In 
thus  abrid^ng  a  volnmlzmua  corrcspondroce,  com- 
mencing in  182(f,  and  continuing  to  a  Teir  recent 
period,  a  portion  may  iMve  been  accidentally  ovnv 
looked ;  but  It  is  believed  tiiat  nothing  has  taken 
place  wbicb  would  materially  change  the  aspect  of  the 
question  afl  therein  presented.  Instead  of  snstahiing 
tiie  oBsomption  of  uie  British  functionaries,  that  cor- 
respondence dlnHTOves  tbe  existence  of  any  wah. 
element  It  shows  that  tbe  two  Governments  have 
differed  not  only  in  regard  to  tbe  main  question  of 
titie  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  but  with  reference 
also  to  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  fbct  of  the 
actual  exerdse  of  it  in  different  portions  thereof. 
Always  uming  at  an  amicable  a<yostment  of  the  dis- 
pute, l)oth  parties  have  entertained  and  repeatedly 
urged  upon  eadi  other  a  detire,  that  each  should  ex- 
erdse  its  tigfata,  whatever  it  oonddered  them  to  be^ 
hi  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  oolUrfon,  and  allay,  to 
the  greatest  practicable  extent,  tlte  excitement  Iikdy 
to  grow  out  of  the  controversy.  It  was  in  porsoance 
of  such  an  understanding  that  Udne  and  Manacba- 
setts,  upon  the  remonstrance  Great  Brittun,  de- 
dsted  from  making  sales  of  lands,  and  tbe  Oraeral 
Government  from  the  construction  of  a  prq|ected 
military  road  In  a  portion  of  tlie  territory  of  mtM^ 
they  churned  to  have  etnoyed  the  ezclucave  posses' 
uon ;  and  that  Great  Britain,  on  her  part,  in  defer* 
ence  to  a  rimilar  remonstrance  fhim  the  United  States, 
suspended  tiie  issue  of  licenses  to  cut  timber  in  tho 
territory  in  controversy,  and  also  the  snrrey  and  lo- 
cation  of  a  railroad  through  a  oection  of  country  over 
wUdi  she  also  cUmed  to  have  excrdsed  exdadra 
jurisdiction. 

The  State  of  Maine  hod  a  right  to  arrest  the  depra- 
datlons  compiidned  of;  It  belonged  to  her  to  judge 
of  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  calling  for  her  Inter- 
ference ;  and  it  is  pesumed  that  bad  the  lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick  been  correctiy  advised 
of  the  nature  of  &e  proceedings  of  tbe  State  of 
Maine,  he  would  not  have  r^atded  the  tnmsactton 
as  reqmrin^,  on  bis  part,  any  resort  to  force.  Bach 
party  claiming  a  right  to  the  territory,  and  hence  to 
the  exclodve  jurismction  over  it,  it  is  manifest  that, 
to  prevent  the  destruction  of  tbe  timber  by  tree* 
passers,  acting  against  tha  authority  of  both,  and  at 
the  same  time  avoid  fwdble  collision  between  the 
ooutlsaons  Govanments  during  the  pendent^  ii€  ne* 
godaotms  oonoendng  tbe  titie,  resort  must  be  had  to 
Uie  mutual  exercise  of  jurisdiction  in  mA.  extreme 
cases,  or  to  an  amicable  and  temporary  arrangement 
as  to  the  limits  within  which  it  should  t>e  exen»sed 
by  eadi  party.  The  understanding  supposed  to  exist 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Biil^  bafl 
been  found  beretofbre  sufficient  Ibr  that  purpose, 
and  I  believe  will  prove  so  hereafter.  If  tbe  parties 
on  the  fVontier,  ^rectiy  interested  In  the  question, 
are  respectively  governed  by  a  just  spirit  of  condllft- 
tion  and  forbearance.  If  it  shall  be  found,  as  there 
Is  now  reason  to  apprehend,  that  there  is,  In  tha 
modes  of  consfaniing  that  understanding  by  tbe  two 
Qovemmenta,  a  difference  not  to  be  reoimciled,  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  propose  to  her  Britannic  Majes* 
ty*a  Govemmmt  a  distinct  airangemoit  for  the  tem- 
porary and  mutual  exerdse  of  jnris^ction,  by  means 
of  which  mmitar  difficulties  may  In  fiitnre  be  pre- 
vented. 

But  between  an  effort  on  the  part  of  Mdne  to  pre* 
serve  tiie  property  in  dispute  mm.  destruction  by 
intntders,  and  a  miUtaiy  occi^ation  by  that  State  « 


Digitized  by 


7M 


ABRIDOMBMT  OF  THE 


fkHtun,  1889.] 


JfatundiMotion  Lmm-  Ji^eal. 


[3Sra  GoKo. 


tiie  tmUarf,  widi  a  liair  to  It  bj  force,  while 
the  teulement  ia  a  mitgect  of  negodadon  between  the 
two  Gorenunenta,  there  ia  an  enential  difference,  M 
well  in  respect  to  the  podtioa  of  the  State,  a>  to  the 
duliee  of  the  Oenend  Gorenunent  In  a  letter  ad- 
dreewd  b;  tite  Secretatr  of  State  to  the  OoTcmor  of 
lUue,  on  the  fint  of  Hard)  lart,  ^ring  a  detailed 
■tatemuit  of  the  ateps  wbidi  had  iMen  taken  hj  the 
Federal  GoTemment  to  Mng  the  controTeray  to  a 
temtntiimi,  and  dengned  to  apprise  the  GoTemor 
of  that  State  of  the  rkwa  of  the  Federal  Executiye, 
in  respect  to  the  flitnre,  It  waa  stated,  that  wUle  the 
obllgalioiia  of  Uie  Federal  OoTOumeat  to  do  all  tn 
Its  power  to  eflbct  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
qwstion  were  fullj  recognised,  U  bad,  in  the  eTent 
ofbetagtiMUs  todo  lo  apedfloaDy,  by  motoal  oon- 
■mt,  BO  otber  meani  to  aooompUih  that  object  ami- 
cably, thaD  by  another  arWtntion,  <v  by  a  oomn^ 
rion  with  an  nmi^re  in  ibe  nature  of  a&  arbitration; 
and  that  in  the  event  of  all  other  roeasurea  lUlbig, 
the  Prorident  would  feel  It  hii  duty  to  submit  an- 
other propoaKion  to  the  GoTemment  of  Great  Britain, 
to  refer  the  dedsion  of  the  question  to  a  third  power. 
These  are  still  my  viewii  upon  the  subject,  and  until 
tlUs  step  Adl  ure  been  taken,  I  cannot  tUnk  it 
proper  to  tuvoke  the  attendon  of  Congreas  to  other 
than  amic^e  means  for  the  settlement  of  the  oon- 
troTeny,  or  to  cause  the  military  power  of  the  Fed- 
etal  GoTenuDWit  to  bo  brooriit  In  ^  of  the  Slate  of 
Mabte,  in  anyattampCto  lAMttfaat  olfieet  l^am- 
mK  to  foroe. 

On  the  other  lusd,  if  the  ■Btboritiea  of  If  ew  Brant- 
vldE  iboald  attempt  to  enfbrce  the  dalm  of  excludve 
jurisAotlMi  set  up  by  them,  by  means  of  a  notary 
occupaUon  on  th^r  part  of  the  disputed  territory,  I 
shall  feel  myaelf  bound  to  condder  the  conUugency 
provided  by  the  constitution  as  haTing  occurred,  on 
the  bappeniw  of  wbidi  a  State  has  the  right  to  call 
fiw  tha^oi  tlwFjpdenl  Gonnunent  to  rc^  inn- 
rion. 

I  hare  expressed  to  the  Britiab  Minister  near  this 
Goremment  a  otHifldent  expeotatim  that  the  agenia 
of  tbe  Stato  of  Maine,  who  nave  been  arrested  under 
an  obTious  miaapiw^enaion  of  the  object  of  their 
misrifm.  will  be  promptly  releued ;  and  to  the  Gov- 
MDor  of  Mdneuat  araiUlaroonns  will  be  pursued 
fa  raginl  to  the  annli  of  tbe  Frorinee  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, I  bare  ■£»  recommended  that  any  mUltia 
that  may  InTO  been  brought  together  by  the  State 
of  Mdne,  from  an  api»eheiision  of  a  oollinon  with 
the  Goremment  or  people  of  the  BriUah  ProTince, 
will  be  voluntarily  and  peaceably  disbanded. 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  the  resnlla 
anticipated  from  these  representations  will  besea- 
Mtiabiy  reiUMd.  Hie  parties  more  immedlatdy  in- 
teieatad  oannot  bat  peroeiTe  that  an  qipeal  to  anna, 
under  exls^ig  circumstances,  will  not  only  prove 
fatal  to  their  present  interests,  but  would  poa^tone. 
If  not  defeat,  the  attainment  of  the  mun  otjects 
which  they  have  in  view.  The  very  incidents  which 
have  recently  occurred,  will  naceasarily  awaken  the 
Oovennoeots  to  the  imporlanee  of  promptly  ac|fnBt- 
ing  a  diqtute,  by  whidi  it  is  now  manifest  that  the 
peaoe  ni  the  two  nations  is  daily  and  imminently  en- 
dangered. Tbia  expectation  is  further  warranted  by 
tiie  general  forbearance  which  has  hitherto  charac- 
terized  tbe  conduct  of  the  Government  and  people 
on  both  ddea  of  tbe  line.  In  the  uniform  patrioUam 
of  Maine,  bar  attaidunent  to  tbe  Union,  her  respect 
fiir  tbe  wiabeitf  the  people  of  her  rister  States,  of 
lAoM  intmit  fa  bar  wdhra  she  oannot  be  moon- . 


sciotts,  and,  in  the  acriM^ade  feh  by  tbe  oountrr  « 
large  toe  the  preservation  of  peace  with  our  EL^b- 
bon,  we  have  a  strong  guarantee  that  sbe  will  uoi 
disr^ard  tbe  request  that  has  been  made  of  ber. 

Ab,  however,  tlio  session  of  Congreaa  is  about  to 
terminato,  and  the  agency  of  the  ExecotiTe  may  be- 
come necessary  during  the  recess,  it  is  important 
that  tbe  attondon  of  the  Legialature  sboold  be  drawn 
to  the  ouidderation  of  such  measures  as  wmj  be  cal- 
cnlated  to  obviate  the  necesrity  <rf'acaU  fbr  an  exu 
sessian.  With  that  view,  I  have  thought  it  my  dB;j 
to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  you,  aod  to  inviie 
such  action  thereon  as  you  may  think  the  occaaa 
requires, 

M.  T AK  bube:;. 

Wiumxoir,  BethFdmiary,  1889. 

A  Terr  interesting  dtBcnasioo  followed,  m 
which  Measra.  Bvobakam,  WmsncK,  Batu. 
Olxt  of  Eentaoky,  Walkib,  Nobtbu,  and 
WiLuuu  of  M^ne,  parUcipated ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  BcoHaiTAit,  the  doCTineiits 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fwrign  Bc- 
lations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadob,  fire  tlionsand 
additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


BOnSX  OV  RBPRESEKTATIVBa. 

TuxBDAT,  Febnuij  S6. 

Omeral  Appropriatien  JBiU—Sranek  Jlhtti. 

Hm  Honae  irait  into  oommittee,  and  resan- 
ed  tbe  oooiridenitioa  the  ^eru  appropria- 
tion bill ;  the  pending  qnesttra  still  being  on 
striking  oat  the  appropriations  for  the  Brancli 
Miuta  M  North  Carolba,  jQeorgia,  and  Lont^- 
ana,  and  providing  salaries  for  persons  to  snper- 
vise  the  publio  property  thereat. 

Ur.  OAicBBiLBNa  gave  notice  that  he  woold 
remain  here  all  nighty  and  move  a  call  of  tbe 
House,  rather  than  again  rise  without  dosing 
the  amendments  on  this  bill. 

The  debate  waa  continned  at  great  length  by 
Meesrs.  Oaut,  Btituu,  Grahaii,  and  Rkscoex. 

Ur.  OAmhBiJmo  uipealed  to  the  House  to 
take  the  quesUon,  and  let  tbe  bill  he  reported. 

And  the  qnestioaoa  the  amendmoit  wai 
taken,  and  rQeeted. 


TS  SEKATS. 
ITEinnsDAT,  February  2T. 
IfaturaUtation  Zoim— 
ill.  HonroN  presented  the  petition  of  a  nnm- 
ber  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  I.oniaiaoa, 

£ raying  tbe  entire  repeal  of  the  naturalization 
tws  now  in  force,  and  the  passage  of  other 
laws  to  prevent  the  indiscriminate  influx  of 
foreign  emigrants ;  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Judicial?,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Bites  then  moved  to  recommit  the  UU  to 
the  Ocmunittee  on  the  Jndidaiy,  witli  iastmo- 
tions  to  amend  the  so  as  to  confonn  te  the 
reeolntifflis  wUoh  he  had  nilwiltted  tothe  Son 
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ate  Bome  time  dnoe ;  which  iras  lost— yen  IS, 
nays  S6. 

North-SatUm  Frontier. 
The  Pmbiuebt  sabmitted  the  foUowing  Uet* 
I  Bage  from  the  Frnident  of  the  United  wates : 

'  ITMomom,  Fob.  Sf,  1839. 

'  IbtJkeSen^t^lkB  VhittdSMttt 

I  transmit  to  Congreas  eq^es  of  rarions  other  doe- 
l  nments  recelTed  from  tiie  Governor  of  Maine,  relat- 
ing to  the  dilate  between  that  State  and  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  Bnuunridc,  wfaich  f(nmed  the  Bisect  of 
Ueseage  on  the  26ut  inst ;  and  also  a  copy  of  a 
nemonutnim  rignad  by  the  Seaetur  of  State  of  the 
United  Statea  and  Ha  Britannie  H^estr'a  Eixtot 
ExtraordinaiT  and  Unlater  Flei^potenttary  near  tho 
United  Stately  of  the  temu  apoo  which  it  is  believed 
all  collision  can  be«voided  on  the  frantler,  condst- 
ently  with,  and  respecting  the  olaims  on  either  side. 
An  the  Britlsb  HlnUteracts  without  qieciflo  authority 
from  lua  Qovenuneiit,  it  wffl  be  obaerred  that  tlua 
metnoraadnm  has  but  the  force  of  recommendation 
on  the  Provincial  aathoritiee  and  on  the  Qovennnent 
of  the  Btaie.  U.  TAK  VCJm. 

[imORAlID01I.] 

Her  Viyesty's  anthoritiea  consider  it  to  have  been 
understood  and  agreed  upon  bj  the  two  Gorem- 
menta,  that  the  territoiT  in  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  on  the  North-eMtem 
ftontier,  dioold  rem^  ezdndvely  under  firitidi  jn- 
rtsdiction  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary 
question. 

The  United  Statea  Government  have  not  under- 
stood die  above  agreement  in  the  same  sense,  but 
consider,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  has  been  no 
agreement  whatever  for  tin  exercise  by  Great  Britain, 
of  ezduaive  jurisdiotbm  over  the  diqtuted  territory, 
or  any  portion  tberoof,  but  a  mutual  onderstandlng 
that,  pending  the  negotiation,  the  jurisdiction  then 
ezerosed  by  either  puiy,  over  anall  portionfl  of  the 
territory  in  dispute,  should  not  be  enlarged,  but  be 
oontinned  merely  for  the  preeervmtion  of  local  tran- 
qotUity  and  the  publlo  property,  both  forbearing  as 
br  as  praetUxUe  to  exert  any  antbtwity,  and,  when 
any  should  be  exeedsed  bj  ather,  placuig  the 
conduct  «aeh  other  the  BKwt  avoiaUe  eonstrao* 
tion, 

A  complete  nndostanding  npon  the  question,  thus 
placed  at  iaeue,  of  present  juriedlcdon,  can  only  be 
arrived  at  1^  mendly  discussion  between  the  Gov- 
ernments of  ue  United  &ates  and  Great  Britain ;  and, 
as  it  is  oonAdently  hoped  that  thve  will  be  an  early 
settiemeflt  of  the  qnesUon,  this  subordinate  potnt  of 
difference  can  be  of  but  bttle  moment. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswicic  end  the  Govemment  of  the  ^ate  of 
lUne  will  act  as  follows :  Her  H^eety's  ofBcers  wiU 
not  sedi  to  expd,     military  force,  the  aimed  par^ 
has  been  mt  Xnf  Kiiiie  into  tiie  disbiot  bor- 
dering on  tiw  AKMMtook  Uver ;  but  tiie  GoTemment 
,   of  Mune  will,  volontarily,  and  without  needleas  dday, 
^  withdraw  beyond  the  bounds  of  die  diqiuted  terri- 
tory  any  amed  force  now  within  them ;  aodiffiiture 
necessity  should  arise  for  di^iersing  notorious  trea- 
\^   paseerB,,  or  protecting  puMie  property  from  depreda- 
tion by  armed  force,  the  operation  shall  be  cooducted 
4  by  concert,  jointly  or  separately,  according  to  agrae- 
jjr  ments  between  thia  Goreniments  of  Maine  and  ifev 
Bnmswick. 


Tbe  eMl  offleeta  In  the  service  reepeelin^  of 
New  'BtmstML  and  Maine,  who  have  been  teken 
into  custody  by  the  oppoate  parties,  shall  be  re- 
leased. 

NotUngin  this  memorandum  dull  beoonstrued 
to  fortify  or  to  weaken,  in  any  reflect  whatever,  the 
claim  of  either  party  to  tbe  ultimate  pooKanon  of  the 
dimted  twrHoiy. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  her  Britannic 
esty  having  no  spedflc  authority  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement on  the  Bulyeot,  the  underagned  can  only 
recommend,  as  they  now  eamestiy  do,  to  Uie  Govern- 
ments of  New  Brunswidt  and  Maine,  to  regulate  their 
future  [wooeedingB  according  to  the  terms  herdn  set 
foKh,  nili]  tiie  flnal  lettlanent  of  tbe  territorial  dis- 
pute, or  unifl  die  Govemmenta  of  the  Udted  State* 
and  Great  Bfhafai  rinll  eome  to  Mnw  deflidteixncla- 
on  die  BtdNndiiiata  ptdntupoD  which  thayare 
now  at  issue. 

JOHN  FOBSYTH,  Secretary  of  State 

of  die  Uidted  States  of  NorOi'  America. 
B.  S.  FOX,  H  B'.  H.  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minister  Ftenipotentiary. 

WiBBmofOir,  Pebmary    ,  1889. 

After  some  remar'ks  from  ICesara.  Wiluahb 
of  Me.,  Prestok,  Datib,  Suoolbs,  Websteb, 
Bbowk,  Wai^b,  and  Oalhoun,  the  ICessage 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, and  five  thooBand  oddltioiuil  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  07  BEPREBENTATIVZB. 

Wedvksdat,  February  37. 
D^aloation  Beportt, 

lit.  Hablan,  fhim  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  iTth  of  January  last,  to  inqnire 
and  report  as  to  the  defalcations  of  pnblio  offi- 
een,  made  a  re^iort ;  when 

Mr.  OwBNs,  of  the  same  committee,  on  be- 
half of  the  minority,  by  leave,  snhmitted  a  re- 
port containing  the  views  of  the  minority  apon 
the  mlgect-matterB  oommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee. 

Ur.  Hablait,  on  behalf  of  the  cwamittee, 
moved  the  reading  of  the  condasions  of  the 
committee ;  and  uat  6,000  copies  of  the  re- 
ports with  tho  jonroal,  and  20,000  copies  of  the 
reports  witboot  the  journal,  be  printed. 

Mr.  PsTBuciK  B6M.  he  was  not  opposed  to 
printing,  bnt  he  ol^ected  to  the  readuig,  nnleas 
all  the  reports  were  read.  And  he  odled  frar 
the  reading,  accordingly. 

Some  conversation  followed  in  different  parte 
of  the  Hoose,  of  which  little  conld  be  heard, 
owing  to  the  extreme  conftaaon. 

The  Ohaib  decided  that  it  was  a  parliament- 
ary right  to  call  for  the  reading;  and,  aflw 
some  farther  conversation  on  points  of  order. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of 
the  minority. 

The  reacung  wis  frequently  interrupted  by 
attempts  to  suspend  it.  And,  after  it  had  pro- 
ceedea  some  w^y,  on.  motion  of  Hr.  Owbhs,  aU 
the  reports  (by  general  consent)  were  laid  on 
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th«  table ;  and  6,000  copies  thereof^  with  the 
joarnal,  and  20,000  copies  of  both  dooaments, 
without  the  Journal,  were  ordnred  to  be  printed. 


TS  8ZKATB. 

TnrjBSDAT,  Febrnary  28. 
North-Eaiterti  BouneUtrp. 

Ur.  BucHiHAH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the 
President's  Message,  and  accompanyios  docn- 
ments,  in  relation  to  the  existing  diffictuties  on 
the  Korth-eastem  frontier,  made  a  report  there* 
on,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 
Hie  Committee  on  Foreign  Rel&tiona,  to  which 
was  referred  the  Meanges  of  Um  Prerident  of 
the  United  States  of  the  26th  and  the  87tb  insi, 
and  the  aooODmH^ing  doeaments,  in  relaUon  to 
the  editing  difllcnftiea  oo  the  Nortb-eastem  fron- 
tier of  the  United  Stalea,  nport  lha  following 
icaolntiona,  and  recoounend  their  adt^rtkm  hj 
the  Senate: 

Rnolved,  That  Uie  Senate  can  discorer  no  trace, 
thronghout  the  long  coneqxmdence  which  hu  been 
■obMdJttad  to  them,  between  the  GoTenunents  of 
Great  Brttdn  and  the  United  States,  of  anj  anda> 
atandlng,  expreas  or  Implied,  modi  leaa  of  any 
"expliat  agreement,"  such  as  is  now  all^;ed,  that 
the  territory  in  lUspute  between  them  on  the  North- 
eastern  boundary  of  the  latter,  shall  be  jdiioed  and 
ranain  under  ^  exclunve  jniisdicUon  of  her  Bri- 
tamiio  H^jesty^  OorenmMDt  until  the  settlement  of 
the  qoMtion;  on  the  oontriry,  It  ai^>ears  that  there 
woi^  and  is,  a  dear  subaiaUDg  nndostanding  betweoi 
the  parting  nnder  which  they  hare  both  acted,  that, 
ttuB  qoestion  shall  be  finally  determined,  each 
of  them  sball  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction 
OTCT  any  portion  of  the  disputed  territory,  except 
such  puts  of  it  as  may  hare  been  in  the  actual  poa* 
session  aS  the  one  or  the  other  par^. 

lUtolved,  That  whilst  the  United  States  are  bound, 
ta  good  fidth,  to  comply  with  dds  vndentmdlng, 
dnting  the  pendency  of  negotiations,  the  Senate  can- 
not pwceive  that  the  State  of  Maine  has  violated  the 
waint  of  it  by  merely  sending,  under  the  authority  of 
the  L^islature,  her  land  agent,  with  a  sufficient 
fiuoe,  into  tba  disputed  teiriUwy,  for  the  sole  purpose 
(tf  expelling  lawless  trespassers  engaged  in  impairing 
Its  Tilue  by  cutting  down  the  timber ;  both  parties 
having  a  common  right,  and  being  bound  by  a  com- 
mon duty,  to  expel  such  intruders  from  a  territorj 
to  which  each  cloima  title,  talcing  care,  however,  to 
retire  irithhi  theh-  acknowledged  limits  when  this 
rinsie  otyect  diall  have  been  aocompQshed. 

JSMotMi,  That  should  her  Britannic  KqjestVs  Gov- 
emment,  in  viola^  tiS  tiie  dear  nndentandiog  be- 
tween the  parties,  persist  m  carrying  its  avowed  de- 
tamunation  Into  execution,  and  attempt,  by  military 
force,  to  assume  exclusive  juriadictiiHi  over  the  dU- 
poted  territory,  oil  of  which,  they  firmly  believe, 
i^tfully  belongs  to  the  State  of  Vome,  the  exigency, 
in  the  opinioa  of  the  Senate,  will  then  have  occurred, 
rradering  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  FrcsMent, 
under  the  oonstitntum  and  the  laws,  to  caD  forth  the 
mUitio,  and  «nploy  the  nulitary  force  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  such  on  Invasion. 
And  In  ttils  event,  the  Senate  will  cordially  co-operate 
with  and  sustain  the  President  in  defending  the  ri^its 
af  tiw  ooBBtay. 


RaolxmL,  That  ahoold  the  British  authorities  n- 
froin  from  attemping  a  military  occupation  of  tfte 
territory  la  dispnte,  snd  from  enftxdtig  their  daim 
to  ezduave  jurisdiction  over  it  by  aims,  that  then, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  State  of  Maine 
oogbt,  on  her  port,  to  pursne  a  coarse  of  similar  for- 
bearance. And  should  she  refose  to  do  so,  and  de- 
termine to  settie  the  controversy  for  heradf  by  fovee, 
the  siijustment  of  which  is  intrusted  under  tiie  cob- 
stitntion  to  the  Federal  Government,  in  aneh  an 
event  there  will  be  no  crfjligation  imposed  on  that 
Government  to  sustain  her  by  military  aid. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  aad 
made  tlie  fecial  order  for  to-morrow. 

Treamry  Kotet. 

The  bin  to  revive  and  oontinae  in  force  the 
Bct  providing  for  the  issne  of  Treasury  notes^ 
came  np  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  WKBBTXit  rose  to  make  an  Inqnliy  of  Mr. 
Wkight,  whether  there  was  any  intentiiMi  of 
selling  the  rematoing  bond  doe  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  gave  it  onhesitatin^j  as 
hia  opinion  that  the  sale  of  the  second  bond 
was  not  only  perfectly  l^al,  bat  a  Jadidons 
proceeding.  He  thoojriit,  moreoveri  that  the 
maimer  in  whidi  the  ninds  had  been  disbnraed 
had  a  oonrideraUe  agenoy  fn  die  remmptiin 
of  neine  payiiMDta. 

Tne  bill  vas  paated  vithont  a  diTiani. 


HOnSS  OV  BXraXSEKTATITKB. 

I^raBu-T,  Febrnary  S8. 
Florida  War— Lost  Hona. 

The  Un  making  a|n[irq>riations  tot  prerent* 
log  and  Buppreai^g  Indian  hostilities  for  1889, 
then  oame  np  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bm.  reiuwed  the  folloiring  ameadment, 
moTed  hj  him  in  cmnmittee : 

For  psyh^  the  value  of  the  horses  and  eqidpoge 

of  flie  TeBDSBsea  and  other  Tobnteen  irtko  have  at 
any  time  been  ta  the  service  of  tiie  United  States  ia 
the  Tefrit0f7*<^  Florida,  and  wbidi  were  tonud 
over  to  the  Government  by  the  order  of  the  com- 
manding general,  or  other  commandiiig  offico*,  said 
value  to  M  asoertoiiied  by  the  ^mraisraient  of  said 
value  whoa  tlte  Totnnteen  entered  the  aerviee^ 
000. 

"  And  tiie  provisions  of  acts  approved  and  in  force 
at  various  periods  since  181S,  antiioriiinR  pajracDt 
for  horses  lost  in  the  ser^  of  the  United  States  by 
rangers,  militia,  and  Toltmteera,  are  hereby  revived 
and  extended  fbr  two  years,  from  and  after  the  par 
sage  of  tills  act,  and  imder  the  action  of  the  Thiid 
Auditor  shall  be  deemed  to  embrmoe  all  cases  not 
already  satitfed,  of  honeslosttothdroinMninaer- 
vloeBa  aforesidd,  in  battle  or  otiierwiss,  irttwe  doe 
care  and  diligence  be  rendered  manifest  on  the  port 
of  the  owner ;  and  wtietber.  If  the  death  or  loss  of 
rangers'  horses  shall  have  occurred  for  want  of  for- 
age, and  at  places  when  acting  in  obedirace  to  the 
wden  of  commanding  officers,  forage  could  not  have 
been  proooied  bj  proper  dO^enoe  on  the  part  of  lha 
owner.** 

Mr.  BrasBx  renewed  bis  amendment  to  the 
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iUMndment  of  Mr.  Biu,  by  adding  thareto  the 
folloviiig: 

"  No  payment,  howerer,  shall  be  msde  for  borses 
or  other  property  lost  or  destroyed,  when  the  losa  or 
destruction  abiill  hare  been  occasiosed  by  the  fault 
or  Delect  oT  the  owner,  or  when,  by  the  terms  of  the 
oontract,  the  ridL  was  QDoa  the  owner  of  the  pn^Mir^. 
And  the  Taloation,  when  horan  have  been  turned 
orer  to  the  Oovenunent,  diall  be  made  at  the  time 
they  were  turned  over. 

Ur,  TuBKiT  warmly  opposed  the  propoeition 
of  Mr.  and  sapported  the  original  amend- 
ment. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Ueasra. 
Thohfbon  and  Downino, 

Mr.  Bkx  accepted  the  first  branch  of  the 
amendment  as  a  modification ;  bnt  the  seeond, 
he  said,  woidd  haVe  tiie  effect  of  defeating  the 
whole. 

After  a  few  fhrther  remarks  from  Mr,  Cham- 
bees,  the  last  branch  of  Mr.  BvassLL'a  amend- 
ment was  r^ected. 

Mr.  Qbehnell  opposed  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Bell,  and  entreated  the  Honse  to  put  it  off 
till  next  session,  and  not,  thns  in  the  dark,  vote 
so  Itfge  a  draft  upon  the  Treasnry  withont 
having  the  facta  or  any  investigation. 

Mr.  BvBSBLL  demanded  the  ^eas  and  nays, 
bnt  thoy  were  rel\ised,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — ayea  61,  noes  81. 


ur  SKNATK. 

Fbtoat,  March  1. 
Otnenl  AppropriatSm  BiU—Soeh  PunftafM 
— I>i»affr«mmt  (jftht  too  Sourn, 

The  bill  maUng  appropriation  for  the  dvil 
and  dipl«natio  expenses  of  the  Ooremment 
for  the  year  1889,  waa  taken  np  tor  crauiderap 
titm,  and  after  several  amendments  prc^Hwed  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  had  beea  concorred 
in,  the  amendment  of  the  committee  proponng 
to  strike  ont  the  following  section,  viz :  For 
the  balance  due  on  aooonnt  of  the  first  volmne 
of  the  Doenmeutaiy  History  of  the  United 
States,  fire  thousand  six  hundred  and  two  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  an- 
thorized  to  deliver  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate forty  copies  of  said  work,  and  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  three  hundred 
and  sixtT'-eight  copies  of  said  work,  to  be  dUh 
Pirated  to  each  of  the  manbera  of  the  Senate 
and  Howe  of  Bepresentativea  <tf  Una  asd,  2^ 
and  SOth  Oragresses,  who  are  not  entitled  to 
reo^TO  the  same  tmder  fonner  resdutioni  or 
acts  ot  Oongress,"  was  oonsiderod. 

Jtr.  Webstbb  hoped  that  the  Senate  would 
not  strike  ont  this  appropriation.  It  was,  in 
bis  opiiuon,  a  very  small  matter,  and  too  un- , 
important  to  be  wasting  the  time  of  tiie  Senate 
on  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
House  had  thought  proper  to  make  this  appro- 
priation to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  a  contract 
entered  into  by  this  Government^  and  be 
thought  the  im^er  wagr  waa  to  agxae  to  %  and 


[Uabch,  18S9. 

not  hazard  the  loss  of  the  bill  and  the  conse- 
quent stopping  of  the  Government  by  delaying 
the  passage  of  it.  If  gentiemeo  would  persirt 
in  consuming  time,  and  were  detenmned  to 
higgle  with  uie  Honse  on  this  ^propriation  of 
five  thonsand  dollars,  he  had  warned  them  of 
the  eonseqaencee,  and  they  most  take  the 
responribility. 

Mr.  WmoHT  add,  if  the  Senator  from  Haan- 
ohusetts  thinks  I  am  not  aware  of  my  respMi^ 
bility,  or  that  I  fear  to  meet  It,  he  does  not  know 
me.  Mr.  W.  thought  the  time  was  oome  when 
the  Senate  should  make  a  stand  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  said  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
the  bill,  if  it  was  lost,  would  rest  with  those 
who  had  inoorporated  this  provision  into  it. 
Mr.  W.  went  on  at  some  length  in  oppoution 
to  the  practice  of  appropriating  money  for  the 
purchase  of  books,  kdA  distributing  than  among 
themselves,  and  tmsted  that  the  Senate  would 
not  countenance  it  any  longer. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Bibtoh  in 
fitTW  of  the  amendment,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
when 

The  PKniDBNT  announced  there  was  not  a 
qnorum  in  attendaneeu 
Mr.  Skvikb  moved  thai  there  be  a  call  of  the 

Senate. 

-  The  PBBSiDEErr  said  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas might  reach  his  object  by  moving  that  tlie 
Sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to  summon  the 
absent  Senators,  and  if  they  refused  attending^ 
the  presiding  officer  might  issue  his  warrant, 
and  nave  them  brought  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sbtikb  modified  his  motion  accordingly. 

Several  Senators  requesting  Mr.  S,  to  with- 
draw his  motinL 

Mr.  Wauckb.  hoped  that  the  Suiator  from 
Arkamas  would  pw^  in  it  The  cmly  Bena> 
ton  who  were  invalids,  and  whose  healths  were 
endangered  by  the  protracted  sittings  of  that 
body,  were  in  their  seats  attending  to  their 
public  duties,  while  a  majority  of  the  Senate, 
who  had  not  the  plea  of  illness  to  offer  as  an 
excuse  for  theb  absence,  were  in  their  beds. 
He  hoped  the  motion  woold  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  Senators,  if  other  motives  could  not 
induce  them  to  do  so,  would  be  compelled  by- 
order  of  the  body  to  attend  to  the  poblic  busi- 
ness. 

After  some  conversation  the  motion  was 
withdrawn,  and 
The  Senate  a^joomed. 


Satubdat,  March  2. 

Gmeral  Appropriation  BtU—Booh  Pureham 
— Do(Mmenta7T/  Siatorp  of  the  United  Statf. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  18S9,  was  taken  up,  and  the  question, 
being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slnanoe,  to  strike  out  the  appropria* 
tton  for  the  DoraimentftTy  History— 
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Gmeral  Appropriatiom  BiU~BoA  rmnkami. 
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Mr,  Bknton  spoke  at  much  l&agth  against 
the  appropriation,  and  also  ag^nat  the  dirtribn- 
tioQ  of  the  booKB,  and  read  from  repOTts  of 
oommittee*  to  iuittify  vhat  he  bM.  He  oon- 
aidwed  tUa  whole  bodDew  of  printing  books 
for  membera  c{  Congress — a  practice  which  hod 
grown  vp  within  a  few  jears  past — to  be  one 
of  the  most  abominable  abuses  which  now  be- 
set the  Government,  and  he  considered  this 
partioolar  job  as  the  most  abominable  of  the 
whole.  Tuen  in  every  way,  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  got  throo^h  withoat  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  most  attentive  members — he  meant 
others  sUll  more  than  himself— the  enormity  of 
the  Bom  involved — the  vast  bnUc  and  little 
worth  of  tite  work — and  the  distribntiou  of  it  to 
the  members  that  voted  for  it — and  it  was  truly 
an  abominable  abase.  None  of  ns  knew  that 
eaoh  a  work  was  anthorized  by  ns.  It  was 
passed  in  1888,  and  it  waa  nearly  a  year  after- 
wards before  we  ^soovered  wh^  we  had  done. 
He  B.)  foond  it  out  frtan  lb-.  Mangnm,  of 
North  Carolina,  at  the  next  sesaon,  who  was 
a  member  of  a  committee  who  discovered  what 
had  been  done ;  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  it 
was  foand  ont  that  an  act  had  been  passed  by 
which  Qpwards  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  at 
the  least,  and  possibly  a  million  and  a  half,  was 
to  be  given  to  an  oflSicer  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aentatives  (Mr.  St  C.  Clarke,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House)  and  his  partner,  for  printing  a  work  to 
be  given  to  those  who  votM  that  officer  and 
his  partner  the  money  I  As  soon  as  foood  out, 
the  id>iiBe  was  reristed  by  some  member^  and 
has  beoi  resisted  for  dx  years,  bat  without 
effect ;  fw  while  a  majority  condemn  and  de- 
nounce itL  yet  tiiey  are  placed  under  duress,  and 
oompcJled  to  vote  for  the  money  and  the  distri- 
bution by  putting  them  in  the  appropriation  bills 
for  the  support  of  the  Government,  and  then 
making  it  a  question  to  lose  the  whole  bill  and 
stop  the  Government,  or  let  the  distribntion  so 
on.  He,  for  one,  woiild  vote  against  it,  and  Mt 
the  Government  stop,  if  that  should  be  the  con- 
aequenoe ;  and  let  the  people  see  who  it  was 
that  would  break  op  the  Government  before 
they  would  cease  voting  books  to  thonselves  1 
Even  if  the  vote  of  &e  books  was  ri^  in  itself^ 
It  would  be  wrong  to  be  put  Into  an  ^prc^vi- 
ation  Ml ;  and  he  wonkl  not  be  ooeroed  by 
finding  it  uiera.  But  the  whole  practice  was 
wrong  in  itself  and  was  becoming  an  enormous 
abuse—  enonuous  for  the  amonnt  of  money — 
enormous  for  the  principle — enormons  for  the 
frightful  progress  wbiob  it  made— enormous  for 
the  consequences  it  might  lead  to.  Every  ses- 
sion we  have  jobs  and  distributions.  A  multi- 
tude of  works  bave  been  printed  and  distribut- 
ed. They  multiply  every  sesaon.  We  vote 
the  money  to  the  jobber — the'  jobber  aives  the 
boob  to  us — and  many  of  us  sell  the  oooks  in- 
stanter  to  Mr.  Templeman,  or  some  other  pnr- 
ohaaer,  Twen^  thousand— ^orty  thousand — 
sixty  thonsand  dollars — are  a  oommon  vote^ 
and  done  with  a  rapidity  which  defies  all  de- 
■oriptiMi,  and  in  a  woj  to  eaoape  the  notioe  ot 


the  most  attentive  members.  But  this  ii  a 
case,  not  of  twoity — or  forty — or  sii^  tlxn- 
saod  dollars,  but  of  one  or  two  millions  I  It  ii 
absolntely  a  case  of  niUions,  and  may  It  ■ 
many  as  the  jobbers  choose  to  make  it.  U  ii 
without  limits  or  boundaries;  it  to  to  prist 
whatever  the  jobbers  choose  to  print— fiv  tbcn 
is  no  earthly  control  over  tiiem — under  tbe 
name  of  the  Documentary  History  a[  the  Bevo- 
lution.  Already  they  inform  ns  that  the  privu* 
and  public  libraries  of  America  and  Eurom  in 
to  be  explored  to  find  either  manoficnpt  or 
printed  matter  to  be  published ;  and  thej  ira 
at  liberty  to  publish  all  that  they  can  find. 
The  first  computation  supposed  it  mif^ 
amonnt  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  doUin; 
then  the  undertakers,  when  the  enormitr  d 
that  mm  atartied  everybody,  proposed  to  pd 
a  limit  on  themselves  by  limitmg  the  nnmliv 
o(  Tfdnmes.  They  proposed  to  linut  the  tsI* 
umea  to  twenty,  ana  left  the  number  of  piga 
unlimited,  though  estimated  for  at  600  pipi 
The  pay  was  by  the  page — so  much  the  pige 
— and  at  this  rate  it  would  come  to  $20,400 1 
volume;  and  twenty  volumes  would  Qika 
$408,000.  This  seemed  to  impose  a  limit,  but 
it  was  all  an  illusion  1  The  number  of  page* 
were  unlimited,  and  instead  of  800,  the  &!t 
volume — the  only  one  printed — contains  ibon 
1,000  pages  I  and  instead  of  $20,400,  th«  esti- 
mated, the  actual  price  is  $26,000 1  and  bj 
doubUng  the  pages,  the  next  one  may  be  153,- 
000.  This  bill  is  to  pay  a  balance,  a  baloH 
due  for  the  first  volume ;  and  this  baluee  ii 
$6,600 1  the  estWted  price  of  $20,400  btnf 
been  previously  p^d.  At  this  rate  the  traatr 
volnmes  will  cost  $620,000 ;  but  tiiere  b  not- 
ing to  limit  it  to  tiiat  amonnt ;  the  pabUsben 
can  print  what  they  plme^  as  many  Tolmw 
as  they  please,  and  as  many  pages  sa  tbtj 
please  in  each  volume ;  and  being  paid  bj  tb« 
page,  the  bulk  of  the  work,  and  the  amoiiDttrf 
the  price,  is  absolutely  without  Umitl  It  i> 
also  withont  limit  as  to  time  1  It  may  Itft  for 
centuries,  and  through  generations ;  sod  thi 
families  of  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Force  mj  U 
peorioned  on  tiie  Federal  Government  throsj^ 
Boooesdve  agea.  It  is  a  persbnal  ctwtraet  win 
Mean.  Clarke  and  Foroe;  it  will  deaeead  t» 
their  nqiresentatiTes ;  it  has  taken  sii  yen 
to  make  one  volume ;  and  twentjr  vdsme^ 
even  it  limited  to  that,  would  require^  at  th« 
same  rate,  one  hundred  and  twenty  yesn  to 
complete  the  work.  So  slow  is  the  forueomi^ 
work  that  we  have  been  told  on  this  floor- 
told  by  Mr.  £jhq,  of  Georgia,  who  began  the 
good  work  of  opposing  tiiis  bttriness— that 
was  wdl  informed  that  a  member  had  sold  tus 
interest  in  the  whole  Documentary  History, 
which  we  p^y  a  n^on  or  ao^  for  ten  doUm  a 
hand. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  the  ground  that  the  wb^ 
contract  on^t  to  be  set  aside,  for  frand :  nr^ 
ia  the  manner  of  getting  it  throng  Covpte 
in  a  w^  to  prevent  dl  knowledge  (tf  tlie  di^ 
nitnde  of  die  work,  and  that  by  an  offioar  of  tM 
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House ;  next,  for  want  of  moral  or  constitu- 
tional power  in  the  OonKreas  to  Tote  them- 
selves BDch  presents ;  third,  for  the  manner  in 
vLich  the  price  waa  fixeo,  and  fixed  nearly 
twice  too  much — as  he  proved,  by  reading  an- 
swers to  inquiries  from  the  most  eminent  book- 
sellers of  Philadelphia  and  other  cities,  address- 
ed to  them  by  a  committee  of  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives  after  the  discoTery  of  the  extent 
of  the  job  giTCD  to  Uessrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 
He  read  firom  tiie  report  to  ahov  that  Uessrs. 
Clarke  and  Foi^oe  virtnally  fixed  fhe  price  them- 
BeWes  by  potting  it  hito  the  &oe  of  the  lav, 
that  th^  were  to  have  at  the  same  rate  that 
Uessrs.  Blair  and  Bives  were  paid  for  a  certain 
work,  the  price  of  which-  was  fixed  by  Ur. 
Force,  who  was  selected  by  Ur.  Olarke  and  Ur. 
Lowry  for  that  parpose ;  Olarke  and  Force's 
bill  depending  in  Oonffress,  while  Ur.  Force,  as 
a  referee,  was  fixing  the  price  of  work  which 
was  to  govern  his  own. 

Ur.  B.  fini^ed  with  declaring  that  this  book 
printing  and  book  distributing  business  had 
become  an  enormoos  abnse;  that  the  attention 
ctf  the  country  onght  to  be  roused  iip  to  it;  and 
if  the  bUl  for  the  support  at  the  GoTerament 
was  lost,  it  wonld  rouse  the  conntry,  and,  in 
the  end,  save  millions.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  been  resisting  this  business  for  nx  yean 
viUiont  any  effect,  for  it  was  growing  and  in- 
creasing annoally.  Bnt  he  should  go  on  oppos- 
ing it,  opposing  all  these  Jobs,  great  and  small. 
He  had  to  encounter  Mends  and  foes,  and  to 
draw  on  himself  censure  and  oppotdtion.  He 
was  sorry  for  it,  bnt  he  could  not  nelp  it.  The 
abuse  must  be  stopped,  and  he  had  taken  a 
fixed  and  inexorable  resolution  to  try.  and  stop 
it.  He  had  put  on  his  iron  norea,  and  shoola 
^1d  to  nether  friends  nor  foes. 

libr.  SouTHAED  apoke  In  reply,  insisdiu  fhat 
this  snm  was  due  under  a  contract  which  waa 
a  law  of  the  land ;  and  that  Congress,  before 
withholding  appropriations,  ought  to  declare 
that  contract  nnll  and  T<rid,  which  no  one  dared 
to  propose  in  ^rect  terms,  or  else  they  ought 
to  make  a  compromise,  and  allow  Olarke  and 
Force  ttaitable  damages. 

Ur.  Oalhodk  sud  he  would  yoto  for  this  ap- 
propriation, but  a  sense  of  daty  wonld  not 
allow  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  giving  books  to 
members  of  Congress.  He  agreetT  however, 
if  Clarke  and  Force  should  sim'er  damage  on 
aoconnt  of  a  fidlnre  in  Congress  to  folfll  a  con- 
tract, they  onght  to  be  remnnerated. 

Od  the  call  of  Ur.  Fonva,  the  question  was 
divided  so  as  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  the 
Senate  wonld  make  this  appropriation:  and, 
second,  whether  the  books  shonla  be  distnbnted 
as  provided  for  by  the  bill. 

The  former  of  these  (^nestions  was  decided  in 
fhe  negatiTe,  thus  striking  out  the  appropria- 
^on  of  $5,002  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  foUows : 

Ybas.— Hesers.  Allen,  Benton,  Broim,  Calhoim, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  HubtMu^,  Linn,  Houton, 
Jficholia,  Kika,  KorreU,  Fierce,  Boaae,  BoUnson, 


[Uabch,  ies». 

'Sevter,  &Dith  of  Oonaecticnt,  Walker,  WUllanu  of 
ICstiBBipi^  ud  Wri(^t— 80. 

Nats. — ^Hessrs.  BaTsrd,  Clay  of  Kenttudcy,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Henick,  Bobbins,  BmUh 
of  Indians,  Soulhud,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  and  WebstOT 
—18. 

The  qnestion  on  the  distribution  of  the  books 
was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tus. — ^Uessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  B^iiig,  Knight,  Menick,  Houton, 
NUes,  yorvell,  Rerce,  Boane,  Bolvlnsoii,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Gonnectieat.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Uune,  Williams  of 
Misriasippi,  and  Wright— 29. 

Kats.— Hflflfin.  Davis,  Boathard,  and  Webster— S. 

The  Maine  Boundary — IncreoMd  Fower  and 
Meant  to  the  Pretidmt  in  the  nent  ^  In- 
vaeion  of  that  State, 

The  bill  from  the  House  giving  to  the  Pre^- 
dent  of  the  United  States  additionsl  powers  for 
the  defence  of  the  'United  States  in  certain  cases 
against  invadon,  and  for  other  tnirposee,  was 
received,  the  16th  joint  rule  in  uie  way  of  its 
rec^ion  was  sospended,  and  the  Senate  pro* 
oeeded  forthwith  to  consider  the  bill.  Afrer 
having  been  read  the  first  time, 

ytr.  Bbhtok  observed  that  he  did  not  think 
it  neoessary,  at  tlus  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  under  present  drcnmstanoes,  to  refer  this 
bill  to  a  committee.  The  subject  was  perfectly 
understood  by  every  Senator ;  the  bill,  as  it  had 
passed  the  House,  was  on  their  tables ;  and  the 
sense  of  tbe  Senate  had  been  fully  expressed 
in  the  resolutions  noanimoasly  aidopted  last 
evwing.  He  therefore  thought  that  they  had 
better  not  refer  the  bill,  bnt  take  it  up  In  ConH 
mittee  ot  the  Whcde,  and  act  on  it  at  once. 

Ur.  BooHAiTAV  obsemd  that  1h»  VSH  from 
fhe  House,  now  before  the  Senate,  entirdy  met 
his  ^iprobation,  witA  perhs^  a  single  exeep- 
tion.  Under  all  the  cAronmatanees,  he  donbted 
the  policy  of  sending  a  special  minister  to 
En^and:  bnt  he  should  make  no  motiw  to 
strike  this  proviaon  from  the  bill,  unless  his 
donbta  might  be  fortified  by  the  opinion  of 
other  Senators.  With  this  exception,  if  sach 
it  ought  to  be  considered,  the  bill,  be  believed, 
was  inst  such  a  one  aa  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  would  have  unanimously  report- 
ed to  t^e  Senate,  bad  it  not  been  deemed  more 
proper  that  this  meaiore  ahould  <^|^ato  la 
the  House.  It  waa  predsely  in  aooMdaaoe 
with  the  resolutions  which  had  paaaed  the  Sen?- 
ato  last  night,  by  which  we  pledged  ourselvee. 
that  in  case  the  British  Govemment  should 
attfflupt  to  take  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory,  we  would  stand  by  th4  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  sustain  him  with  all  the 
military  power  of  the  nation  in  rep^ing  this 
aggression.  This  bill  contained  no  provinonal 
army.  It  simply  authorized  a  resort  to  the 
militia  and  volqnteers,  in  case  it  should  become 
•neoessary  to  call  out  a  military  force- before 
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OoDgrese  ooold  be  convened,  and  appopriated 

Mr.  B.  agreed  with  his  friend  frvna  UisBonri, 

S[r.  Bboton,)  that  it  was  mmeoeasaiy  to  refer 
Is  bill  to  a  oommittee,  as  it  was  and 
rimple  in  its  provisions,  and  the  session  so  near 
Ua  dose.  As  to  the  propriety  of  sendinff  a 
spec^  minister  to  Knglan^he  would  be  ^ad 
to  hear  the  opiiUon  of  other  Senators  on  Ihis 
sabjeot 

Hr.  Taluudos  obsorred  that  he  differed 
with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  in  one 
particolar.  He  was  highly  in  faror  of  sending 
a  spedal  minister  to  England.  He  thonght  the 
minister  sent  should  be  a  man  of  oharaoter  and 
standing,  and  he  had  no  idea  Uiat  the  Fteeident 
wonld  aend  anj  other. 

Ur.  BomsABD  acknowledged  tliat  he  feU 
great  difficoUr  in  passing  so  promptly  on  a  bill 
of  sQoh  magnitode.  He  did  not  view  it  in  the 
light  that  other  Senators  did,  as  carrying  ont 
the  resohttions  of  the  Oommittee  on  Forewi 
Relations,  bnt  going  far  beyond  them.  He 
greatly  feared  the  conseqnenees  of  paamng  sach 
a  bill,  ud  was  alarmed  at  what  would  bo  the 
result  of  its  passage.  For  if  it  did  pass,  and 
title  Freddent  should  call  for  the  volonteers 
anthorized  by  it,  there  wonld  be  a  war  between 
tills  country  and  Great  Britain  which  might 
last  for  years.  Where  were  tb^e  volonteors 
to  be  raised,  and  how  %  The  moment,  said  Mr. 

that  that  bill  is  passed,  you  will  find  volun- 
teers assembling  under  it,  and  eager  to  march 
Into  the  British  twrltories. 

Now,  I  ask  yon  (continued  Kr.  8.)  to  look 
upon  the  whole  of  our  frontiers,  and  see  what 
has  occurred  there  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  together  with  the  tone  and  temper  of 
the  people.  Bid  it  not  require  aU  the  exertions 
of  the  Exeoutive  to  repress  the  spirit  that  was 
80  openly  manifested  ?  He  would  as  soon,  Mr. 
B.  said,  vote  for  an  absolute  declaration  of  war 
as  this  bill.  The  great  danger  was  that  the 
volnnteers  would  not  wait  for  the  orders  of  Uie 
IPresidentof  the  United  States,  but  that  they 
wonld,  as  soon  as  organized,  invade  the  Briti^ 
territcnry,  and  thns  IniDg  on  a  war  while  the 
two  GoTOmmente  were  m  the  progress  of  ad- 
justing tbe  diffarenoes  between  them.  There 
were  other  provifdons  of  this  bill  to  wUoh  he 
was  not  prepared  to  give  his  assent,  and  there 
were  others  which  he  approved  oC  and  among 
the  latter  was  the  one  referred  to  by  the  S^ia- 
tor  from'Kew  York.  He  hoped  that  a  special 
minister  ^onld  be  sent  to  England,  and  that 
the  mission  would  result  in  the  settlMnent  of 
all  our  differences  with  that  power.  Ood  for- 
bid that  a  war  between  this  country  and  Eng- 
land, the  representatives  of  the  freedom  of  the 
world,  should  ever  take  plaee.  He  did  not  fear 
the  contest  if  it  should  be  forced  on  him ;  bat, 
viA  he,  if  we  go  into  this  conflict,  I  wish  to  go 
Into  it  coolly  and  dispassicniately,  and  in  a  man- 
ner oalonlated  to  carry  with  ua  tiie  feelings  of 
the  pe(^le  of  the  whole  country.  He  preferred 
that  the  bill  should  he  lent  to  a  oHnmittee^ 


*!  with  a  view  to  a  more  mature  ooosidenlkHi 
the  whole  subjeot,  and  the  recmnmenditios 
some  measnre  leas  calonlated  to  pra^^ute 
the  country  into  a  war.  In  the  proent  poston 
of  afflairs,  this  section  autborimg  the  raisif 
of  Tolnnteen,  wonld  be  looked  on  b;  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  no  other  li^t  than  is  i 
menace,  and  perlu^  lead  this  higfa-eplrited 
people  mto  acts  of  hostility,  which  more  IIlod^ 
rate  measures  COL  oar  part  might  prevent.  Hot 
ooald  we  expect  any  succes^il  negotiations  fiv 
terminating  our  dmerences  with  the  Brit^ 
Government,  with  this  tlireat  han^g  om 
them !  Would  they  not  point  to  it  as  an  ict 
of  hostility,  and  refose  to  negotiate  until  it  v« 
withdrawn! 

Mr.  S.,  after  R(nDeftirth6rranarkB,coDdDU 
by  moving  to  retor  the  bill  to  the  Comndtln 
on  Foreign  Belations. 

Hr.  TAiuuDon  did  not  know  thst  be  bid 
any  objections  to  the  reference  of  the  bill;  tbt 
remark  he  made  was  in  r^ard  to  the  mSis^ 
of  a  minister.  But  he  saw  no  cause  for  the 
alarm  felt  by  the  Senator  from  New  JerM?. 
No  one  could  pretend  that  volunteers  toqI^  be 
raiaed  under  the  provisions  of  this  bSl  tintLe 
President  called  for  them ;  and  aft«r  he  his 
called  for  them,  they  will,  as  soon  as  raised,  be 
in  the  swvice  of  the  United  States,  and  tannct 

to  to  Canada,  or  anywhere  else,  witiont  o^ 
era.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  Seuts 
from  New  Jersey,  Hhali  any  part  of  thii  19 
could  justly  be  viewed  as  a  threat  ormnw 
We  tuve  been  threatened  with  invinoB, 
and  though  he  did  not  believe  that  the  throt 
would  be  carried  into  execution,  yet  it  va 
highly  necessary  to  be  prepared  for 
conUngenoy.  Should  the  British  Garemninil 
compliun  of  this  clause  of  tho  bill  aa  a  meoiM, 
which  he  did  not  believe  they  would  flo,  ibe 
Preadent  could  say,  that  &x>m  the  ver;'  catun 
of  our  institutions,  we  were  nnprepsred  foruj 
emergency,  and  tnerefore  it  was  that  Congns 
passed  this  measure  in  order  that  we  might  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  invasion  that  was  tbml- 
ened.  We  shall  always,  sud  Mr  T.,  enter  into 
a  conflict  with  a  foreign  power  nnderdisadm- 
tageous  drcnmstanoes,  but  we  shan  beeM 
stronger  as  it  progresses,  and  triomph  ia 
end.  He  did  believe  that  this  bill  was  WW 
sary,  and  he  would  therefore  give  it  his  Tote. 
We  passed,  said  he,  unanimously  the  res(^ 
tions  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fonigi 
Relations ;  and  last  session  we  passed  resoo- 
tions  Inst  aa  strong,  and  what  did  they  amooni 
tot  To  nothing.  The  British  GoTemmaA 
instead  of  giving  up  their  clums,  had  advanMl 
the  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
puted  territory,  and  threatened  to  support  it 
with  an  armed  force.  Under  these  cirenift- 
stances,  he  was  for  putting  the  countrr  in  i 
situation  to  meet  the  threatened  eontingewr. 
He  saw  nothing  alarming  in  the  antboritu^ 
this  volunteer  force  to  be  ndaed.  TheywiSbe 
embodied  only  when  the  President  shall  r*U 
for  thwn  {  ««"  bting  nnder  his  rado^  toef 
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vill  not  be  aUe  to  march  a  foot  until  he  com- 
mands it 

Ur.  Uerriok  vaa  in  &Tor  of  rcfinring 
Mil  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Bdatitms. 
It  was  an  important  measnre,  and  shonld  go 
throash  all  the  forms  of  legislation ;  and  if  it 

gassed,  it  shonld  be  after  ful  and  solemn  de- 
beration.  There  was  no  man  in  the  ooantry 
more  reluctant  to  go  to  war  than  he  was.  A 
war  would  be  highly  ii^urious  to  the  people 
he  represented,  bat  he  would  not  sacrifice  tiie 
honor  or  the  interests  of  the  nation  for  the  sake 
of  preserving  peace.  He  had  no  fears  of  any 
oonaequencea  resulting  from  anthoriidng  this 
Tolnnteer  corps.  They  are,  fae  s^d,  to  be  com- 
^  posed  of  the  freemen  of  the  United  States,  and 
in>on  tbem  we  can  as  safely  rdj  for  obeying 
the  laws  as  for  defending  the  libertiee  at  the 
oountiy.  We  are  about  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  «d- 
Joom,  and  cannot  meet  again  for  many  m<mths. 
we  are  threatened  trith  invasion,  and  tiie  dan- 
ger is  great  that  the  tiireat  will  be  carried  into 
exeonnon.  Uy  opinion  is  (said  Ur.  U.)  that 
war  will  come  before  twelve  months  are  over, 
do  what  yon  will.  Ought  we,  then,  to  odjonm 
without  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  President 
to  defend  the  country  ? 

Mr.  BncHAiTAN  said,  tiiat  even  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night,  oon^dering  the  portion 
which  he  ooooplM,  in  relation  to  the  subject, 
the  Senate  would  ezcnae  him  for  asking  uieir 
attention  for  a  few  moments,  whilst  he  replied 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  fi^om  Kew  Jersey, 

(Mr.  SOOTHABD.) 

For  my  own  port,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  am  not  ex- 
cited in  the  sfightest  degree,  bnt  am  calm  as  a 
summer's  morning ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  the 
Senate  required  a  caution  against  aotii^  nnder 
violent  impulse.  I  confess  that,  throughout 
the  'Whole  proceeding,  I  have  been  only  anxions 
that  we  shonld  act  with  such  coolness,  such 
dignity,  and  sach  discretion,  as  would  secure 
the  approbation  of  the  counby.  This  import- 
ant object  has,  I  think,  been  accranplished. 
The  Jastioe  of  onr  cause  is  palpable ;  and  I 
have  only  labored  to  prevent  it  from  being 
obscured,  by  the  adoption  of  any  measure,  in 
the  assertion  of  our  rightSf  on  which  oar  oon- 
stitaents  could  be  fairly  divided  in  opinion.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  I  have  oome  into  con- 
flict with  the  State  of  Maine,  In  relation  to  the 
fourth  resolution  reported  by  the  oommittee. 
Although  I  preferred  that  resolution  as  it  origi- 
nally stood,  because  it  was  more  precise,  yet 
the  change  in  the  lost  clause  does  not  motenaUy 
affect  the  meaninj^;  and  it  has  procured  a 
unanimous  TOte  in  its  favor — a  consummation 
much  to  be  desired.  Should  Maine  oot  in  oo- 
cordanoe  with  the  spirit  of  this  reaolutim,  tbea 
if  war  must  eome,  it  win  find  the  country 
unanimons.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  it 
will  be  a  war  of  pure  i^gression,  waged,  during 
the  pendency  of  peaceim  negotiations,  for  the 

Snr^ose  of  assuming  exclusive  militwy  juris- . 
iction,  against  t^e  oleor  nnderstaading  be* 
tween  the  two  Qovenpnettta,  over  n  tarntorj 
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to  which  she  has  not  even  a  shadow  of  titie. 
In  such  an  event,  the  only  alternative  is  war 
or  national  dishonor ;  and  between  these  twt^ 
what  Amerioan  can  heititate  I  Fwce  must  bo 
r^>^ed  by  fcnve ;  or  nati<Hul  degradation  is 
the  inevitable  consequence.  I  confess,  how- 
ever, it  is  still  difficult  to  believe  that  Great 
Britidn  will  madly  rush  into  snch  a  contest  fot 
an  object  so  inconnderable.  This  is  a  question 
for  her  own  deoiuon.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to 
stand  on  the  defensive,  and  exercise  forbeanmoe 
until  the  shock  of  arms  shaU  rendOTforbeanuiee 
no  longer  a  virtue. 

I  wOTld  ask  the  Senator  from  Kew  Jersey, 
what  is  tiwre  in  this  UU  which  is  not  precisely 
in  ccmfonnity  with  the  resdntions  uutmimonsly 
adopted  lost  night  ?  Whidi  was  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  these  reeolntiMU?  Was  it  not 
that  one  which  dedared  that^  if  the  Britidi 
Grovemment  ahould,  in  pursuance  of  its  avowed 
det«rminatik>n,  attMupt,  by  military  foroe,  to 
take  possession  of  the  disputed  territory,  th^ 
we  would  flustun  the  Preudent  in  defending 
the  rights  of  the  country,  and  repelling  this  in- 
vasion t  This  is  the  nagle  principle  dearly 
and  Btrongly  expressed  in  the  fonrth  resolution. 
What,  then,  do  we  propose  to  do  by  this  bill  I 
Iforely  to  carry  out  this  prindple  in  practice ; 
and  that,  too,  m  the  mildeet  form  concdBtant^ 
witiithesafMy  <rfth«ooiintry.  Would  we  not 
make  oorselves  a  ridiculous  spectade  before  all 
mankind,  if  we  should  adjourn,  after  adopting 
this  solemn  resdution,  and  leave  the  President, 
withoat  a  dollar,  to  defend  the  country,  in 
case  it  should  be  attacked  ?  We  first  pled^ 
ourselves  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  stutam 
him;  and,  when  oalled  upon  to  redeem  our 
pledge,  we  prove  recreant  to  this  duty  which, 
but  yesterday,  we  imposed  upon  onrsdves.  Is 
there  a  sii^e  Senator  here  prepared  to  act  raoh 
apu*tf 

This  bill  is  in  fact  but  litUe  more  than  a  con- 
tingent appropriation  of  $10,000,000.  placed  at 
the  disposal  <^tbe  President,  to  oiable  him  to 
call  ttmii  the  ndlitia,  in  encution  of  the  wo- 
stitntion  and  the  existing  law,  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  dis- 
puted territory.  It  is  true  that  the  term  of 
service  is  extraded  from  three  to-  six  months, 
and  the  Precndent  is  authorized  to  aooept  of  the 
services  of  vdunteers.  These  are  the  on^ 
dianges  in  the  old  law  effected  by  the  biU.  It 
does  not  propose  to  add  a  soldier  to  the  r^nlar 
army.  Until  the  next  meeting  <tf  Congress,  it 
relies  exdurivdy  upon  the  present  army,  militia 
and  volunteers  of  the  country,  to  rend  the  in- 
vasion of  the  disputed  territory.  Now,  I  ask^ 
what  less  can  we  do,  noless  regardlese  of  onr 
duty,  we  should  determine  to  adjourn  whilst 
war  u  impending  over  us,  without  providing 
any  means  of  defence  ?  And  yet  the  Senator 
from  Kew  Jeraey  fandes  that  he  sees  in  the  Inll 
a  menace  to  England ;  and  he  dreads  a  rushing 
ot  armed  litizen  volunteers  across  onr  frontier 
ft>r  the  pnipoee  of  invading  the  territwy  oi  a 
frlcadlar  powac  Bat  wlMt  says  the  bill  I  Un- 
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less  the  ooDtingeoi^  should  happen  for  whioh 
It  provides,  these  volanteen  will  remain  at 
home.  They  can  never  be  embodied  witbont 
tiie  orders  c£  the  I^wddent  Th^y  oaimot  move 
tovards  the  frontier  nntil  tiie  event  shall  ooour 
on  which  we  have  sdemnly  declared  tiiat  we 
will  oordlally  co-operate  wfui  tiie  Preeident  In 
defending  the  interest  and  boow  of  the  couDtry. 
What,  then,  is  the  inevitable  oonseqneoce  of 
the  Senator's  argament  t  That  we  shall  adopt 
no  precantionar3r  measnres  to  repel  a  threatoi- 
ed  invasion,  lest  perchance  they  m^y  be  oon- 
atmed  into  a  menace  by  the  invading  power. 
The  genUeman  has  not  seen  the  point  to  which 
bis  own  argument  would  lead  him.  If  he  had, 
it  never  woald  have  been  advanced.  Bemdes, 
this  u^ment  implies  a  want  of  confidence  in 
oar  citizen  volunteers,  which  I  do  not  feel. 

If  we  adjoarn  witboat  passing  this  bill,  we 
shall  richly  deserve  the  repatatfon  of  being  a 
Gk>T»mment  valiant  in  resolntions  upon  paper 
— s  Oovemment  mighty  in  words,  but  con- 
temptible in  action.  We  sboold  become  the 
acorn  of  onr  constibients. 

Bnt  this  bill  is  called  &  threat.  A  threat  t 
To  prepare  for  war,  when  an  intention  to  in- 
vade our  territcxy  baa  been  avowed,  is  a  threat 
which  may  offend  onr  powerftil  neighbor  I 
Such  was  not  the  opinion  of  General  Washing- 
ton. He  believed  tnat  to  prepare  for  war  was 
the  beat  mode  of  preserving  peace.  Weakness 
alwaja  invites  aggresnon.  Fortunately,  or  nn- 
fortunately,  for  us,  from  the  nature  of  our 
Institutions,  we  shall  never  be  well  prepared 
for  war ;  but  for  this  very  reasoa,  when  we 
have  cause  to  uprehend  immediate  danger, 
oar  exertions  ougnt  to  be  so  maeh  tiie  more 
Tigoroua.  We  now  find  that  Sir  John  Harvey 
is  collecting  and  concentrating  his  foroes^  whitui 
It  is  sdd  will  amomLfto  four  or  five  thousand 
regnlar  troops,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
midcing  a  descent  on  the  disputed  territoir,  and 
placing  it  under  the  exclusive  Jnrisdiotion  of 
England.  When  this  danger  is  impending, 
ahall  we  place  ourselves  in  the  oontemptible 
position  of  resolving  that  the  State  of  Halne 
shall  be  defended,  and  then  re-resolving  that  it 
shall  not  be  defended,  lest  it  mi^Hht  ^ve  offence 
to  the  British  Government?  *P'e  can  never 
avert  war  by  base  Eubmission :  aiul  if  we  could, 
the  people  of  this  ooantry  vill  never  purchase 
peace  at  the  price  of  self-degradation.  No,  sir, 
never.  If  the  British  Government  shonld  ever 
eompl^n  of  this  bill  as  a  threat,  onr  Wwitet 
can  point  with  confidence  to  uie  letter  and 
proclamation  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  which  he 
nas  first  threatened  to  take  military  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory,  nnder  the  express  com- 
mand of  his  sovereign.  He  can  show  tiint  the 
menace  first  came  from  her  H^esty^s  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that  our  proceedings  have  been  purely 
defensive.  The  bill  contains  no  provision  which 
goes  farther  than  adopting  the  necessary  means 
of  self-defence,  in  case  a  foreign  foe  should  invade 
onr  native  land.  If  my  neighbor  ahonld  be  in 
tho  Tet7  act  of  attempting  to  depriye  me  of  my 


'proper^  by  force,  and  I  should  stand  npoi  tbt 
defensive,  he  might,  with  the  same  proprie^, 
torn  about  and  aconse  me  of  threatening 

Whilst  I  am  in  &vw  <tf  defiandli^  tbe  jut 
ri^ts  of  H^ne  to  the  last  extiemitiy ;  I  am  sin 
diRKMed  to  inform  her  diatineti  j^  that  i^  ii 
viui^on  of  flie  oraistitation,  wmeh  cMSm 
upon  the  Executive  of  the  Uqion  the  tm^ 
making  power,  and  In  violatioi  of  tin  dor 
subsisting  understanding  between  the  partita 
she  wiU  become  the  aggressor,  and  stUopt 
permanently  to  oconpy  ute  disputed  t^ritoy 
by  force,  we  are  nnder  no  constitutiouBl  obligi- 
tion  to  come  to  her  aid,  however  difficult  it 
might  be,  even  in  such  a  case,  to  resist  htt  fb- 
peaJL  In  tiie  language  of  the  amendment  miu 
to  the  fourth  resdution,  it  is  her  doty  to  lean 
the  ultimate  vindication  of  her  rights  to  tbt 
General  Government,  to  which  itri^tfollriod 
constitutionally  belongs.  Hands  off  from  tiui 
territory  on  both  ndea,  whUe  negotiatio&iin 
poiding.  During  this  period,  the  qnestioa  Ik- 
longs  exclusively  to  the  General  GorenuDoit, 
It  would  l>e  forever  a  source  of  regret,  both  to 
Maine  herself  and  to  the  whole  country,  if  iht 
should  not  withdraw  her  forces  f ran  this  te^ 
ritory,  in  case  Sir  John  Harvey  shooU  set  ber 
the  example,  dedsting  fetm  atteDq>thigitta3i- 
taiT  occupation. 

I  deprecate  war;  butin  a  jnstcauseldoiul 
dread  it.  If  it  shoold  come  now,  it  will  be  in- 
evitaUe,  and  we  may  appeal  to  the  varid  lor 
thejustioeof  ourcause.  Onr  course  has  bitti(> 
to  been  correct  in  asserting  onr  rights.  Itrut 
and  believe  tiiat  Uaine  will  not  erabsniM  ■ 
in  pursuing  it  to  the  end.  That  she  baiciw 
to  oomplcJn,  I  oheerfally  admit ;  bnt  Itf  hit 
continue  to  rely  upon  the  General  Govenuso^ 
and  when  the  crims  diall  arrive,  If  arrin 't 
mnst,  she  will  find  the  country  as  (Hte  mm 
rushing  to  her  rescue.  On  the  contrarr,  sboold 
the  piUriotio,  but  exdted  feeling  whicb  no* 
seems  to  pervade  her  citizens,  drive  tbem  Into 
acts  of  aggressicm,  and  involve  us  in  war,t)ie 
best  cause  will  be  weakened  by  such  copdnet, 
and  distraction,  and  dtvinon  among  the  cttiteu 
of  the  other  States,  may  be  the  cooseqneHt 
Let  her  be  prudent  as  well  as  firm.  Tbii  cod- 
troversy  must  soon  lie  ended  either  by  Mgoc»- 
tion  or  by  arms.  Let  her  patiently  iaA  ptiii- 
ottoally  anrah  the  reaidt,  imleia  the  teiriua 
shoold  be  aotoaUj  Invaded. 

The  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  Socrfr 
iBD'a  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  CommitM 
on  Foreign  Belatiooa,  and  lost  witboot  s  oi- 
virion. 

Mr.  SoPTHABD  then  addressed  the  Senite* 
opposition  to  the  bill,  recwitnlating  the  arp' 
ments  used  by  him  when  first  np. 

Mr.  WALKxn  said  he  did  not  rise  at  this  m 
hour  to  make  a  speech  in  favor  of  this  lHll|t>Bt 
to  appeal  to  the  Senator  frtan  New  Jersey,  (w- 
SotTTHARD,)  and  beseech  him,  by  his  lo™?J 
country  and  regard  for  its  honor,  and  its  rim 
not  to  vote  against  this  biU.  It  was  not  tw 
m  that  tiie^aator  supposed  it  was.  Bseir 
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taiiiljr  oonld  not  hflve  had  an  opportnnitj  of 
nnderetanding  it  troly.  He  ^p^oled  to  the 
Senator  not  to  prevent  a  nnaoimons  vote  of  this 
hodj  in  favor  of  a  measure  so  essentially  neces- 
sary for  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  country. 
He  folly  believed  that  the  Senator  regarded 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  country  as  much 
as  any  man  on  that  floor ;  and  he  had  not  a 
doubt  bat  if  he  anderstood  this  bill  properly,  he 
would  give  it  his  snpport  £very  vote  i^ven 
against  this  bill,  said  Hr.  W.,  will  be  regarded 
by  Great  Britain  as  an  invitation,  on  the  part 
m  the  Senator  who  gave  it.,  to  persist  in  her 
unreasonable  pretensions,  and  never  to  sur- 
render her  olums  to  this  disputed  territory. 
Kot  to  pass  this  bill  would  1m  dishonorable, 
when  we  had  declared  that  Great  Britain  had 
not  a  shadow  of  dtum  to  this  disputed  territory, 
and  tliat  we  would  consider  her  taking  posses- 
sion of  it  as  an  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  that  would  justify  the  President, 
under  the  constitution,  in  calling  out  the  militia 
to  repel  it  When,  in  addition  to  this,  we  had 
pledged  ourselves  to  the  State  of  Hune  to  sus- 
t£dn  ner,  would  it  not  be  dishonorable  to  vote 
down  w  only  measure  that  would  enable  the 
President  to  carry  into  effect  the  reoommeiidft* 
tions  of  the  Senate  ?  If  we  should  send  ft  min- 
ister to  England  after  this  bill  had  been  nega- 
tived by  the  Senate,  the  Britidi  ministry  would 
laugh  him  to  scorn. 

And  under  what  circumatancea,  stud  ib,  W., 
are  we  to  refuse  to  pass  this  bill  t  From  all 
the  official  information  that  is  before  us,  we 
loam  that  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick 
says  that  he  is  positively  instructed  by  the 
British  Government  to  take  possession  of  tiiis 
disputed  territory,  and  that  be  is  determined 
to  do  it  with  aU  the  force  of  the  Provincial 
Government,  both  regulars  and  militia.  There 
is  a  threat,  wad  not  merely  a  threat,  for  it  has 
been  followed  up  by  an  actual  call  far  militia, 
and  by  armed  troops  marching  into  tiie  dift> 
pnted  territory.  We  shall  disgrace  ourselTes, 
sud  Ur.  W.,  by  returning  to  our  homes  and 
leaving  a  sister  State  und^ended,  when  ^e  has 
been  threatened  with  invasion.  Under  these 
(uroumstances  he  appealed  to  the  love  of  coun- 
try of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey — ^for  he 
believed  that  patriotism  hi&ata  in  his  bosom  as 
strong  as  in  that  of  any  otiier  Senator— to  let 
the  vote  on  this  bill  be  a  unanimous  one  by 
adding  his  voice  in  its  favor ;  so  that  when  our 
minister  went  to  England,  he  might  go  armed 
with  the  strongest  power  of  the  country.  He 
knew  tiiat  there  were  those  within  the  sound 
of  his  voloe,  who.  armed  with  such  a  moral 
power  as  Ais  bill,  paued  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  would  give 
him,  eoidd  not  fail  of  brining  this  controversy 
to  a  soccessfol  and  happy  terminatitm. 

Mr.  TStLai  said  he  rtjoiced  to  see  this  bill  so 
perfeotljr  acceptable  to  the  members  of  this 
body,  with  but  one  solitary  exception.  We  all 
agree,  said  be,  in  this  matter,  that  we  are  for 
INreserring  the  peace  of  the  ooontry  if  we  can 


[&UBCH,  1880. 

do  BO  without  saoriflciug  our  honor.  The  only 
question,  theu,  is,  whether  the  assuming  the 
attitude  the  bill  proposes,  by  clothing  the  Pres- ' 
ident  with  power  to  arm  for  defence  only  on 
the  one  hand,  and  proposing  to  open  a  new 
negotiation  on  the  other,  &e  latter  purpose 
will  be  frustrated  by  tiie  former,  as  the  Senator 
from  Now  Jersey  apprehends.  Now,  be  had 
no  such  apprehensions.  All  tiie  Senator's  ob- 
jections were^  in  his  view,  founded  in  error. 
No  Tcdunteera  could  be  organized  until  the 
Prerident  called  &t  tbem  by  his  proclamation, 
and  when  they  were  organized  t£ey  would  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  no 
matter  what  the  state  of  excitement  on  the 
Canada  borders  was,  they  could  not  march  a 
foot  without  orders.  But  he  would  pass  over 
this  objection,  as  it  could  not  be  supported  by 
any  show  of  reason.  The  only  plausible  od- 
jeotion  rused  was,  whether  Great  Britain 
might  not  consider  the  authorizing  this  volim- 
teer  force  as  some  sort  of  a  menace — as  coming 
to  her  with  the  olive  branch  in  one  hand  and 
the  Bwtnd  in  the  other.  This  was  possible ; 
but  what  would  be  the  ultimate  effect  of  assum- 
ing this  attitude  t  It  wonid  produce  this  effect : 
it  would  cauTince  the  &itiw  Government  that 
we  are  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  and  that  though 
we  have  a  strong  de^  for  peace,  yet  we  are 
not  willing  to  delay  the  settiement  of  these 
difficulties  any  longer,  and  that  it  must  be 
settied  at  once,  or  prodnce  a  rupture  between 
the  two  coxmtries.  The  high  attitude  we  as- 
sumed towards  France,  notwithstanding  her 
compltunts  of  insults,  settied  the  controversy 
with  ber,  that  had  lasted  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Pass  this  bill,  and  the  present  con- 
troversy will  be  settied  in  twelve  months.  In- 
stead of  its  being  a  war  measure,  I,  for  one, 
said  2Cr.  N.,  pronounce  it  to  be  a  peace  meas- 
ure. It  will  preserve  peace  between  the  two 
countries.  If  you  do  not  pass  it,  it  will  pro- 
tract the  n^tiation,  and  perhaps  end  in  a  war 
which  will  last  for  years.  He  stood  upon  that 
noble  maxim  of  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  tiiat  we  desired  nothing  from  fordgn 
nations  bat  what  was  right,  and  would  subimt 
to  nothing  that  was  wrong. 

Hr.  BocTHABD  h«*e  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
provision  in  the  bill  for  r^^g  fifty  thousand 
volunteers;  which  motion  was  rejected,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yu.— Mr.  Smithard. 

Nats. — Heesn.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bocbanui, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Davis,  Foster,  Fiilttm, 
HntdMrd,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Herriok,  Mouton,  Nidii- 
oUa,  Nilcs,  Norvell,  Fierce,  PrenUss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Bobbins,  Bobinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Cou- 
necticat,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams  of  Maine, 
WilUanu  of  MiasiBBippt,  Wright,  and  Young— 88. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and  it  was  oarried  by 
a  ananimous  vote — yeas  41. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
paned  nnftnimouBly. 


7^8  Jfame  Bomdarf. 
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And  tbe  Senate  a^ooined  at  tven^  minutes 
past  fonr  o*elodk,  a.  ic. 


BOCSE  or  BSntEBENTATIVXa. 

Satcbdat,  March  2. 

Us.  HovAsn,  from  tbe  Ckfmmittee  on  For- 
dsn  Affldn^  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
oT  the  President  of  the  United  States  fit  the 
STth  instant,  relating  to  Meiioo^  retorted  tbe 
fidlowing  rerantions : 

Muolvedy  That  the  unreasonable  pcocrastinatum 
vtddi  baa  attended  every  step,  on  tbe  pert  of  Hexico, 
In  the  progress  of  tbe  negotUtionx  between  the  tiro 
Gorenunents,  for  nuui;  yean  past,  Justiflee  a  hope 
that  the  minister  who  is  Bbout  to  be  sent  to  that 
oonntty  by  tbe  Frendent,  will  press  for  a  q>eed7  and 
definite  settlement  of  tbe  dnoands  vbicb  hare  ao 
repeatedly,  bat  hieBfeotaaUy,  been  made  upon  Mexico 
tbe  GoTemment  of  the  United  Statea. 

Jtttolpedy  Ttiat  this  House  will  impatiently  expect 
tbe  result  of  this  misdon ;  and,  if  it  shall  prore  un- 
availing, will  sustain  tbe  Exeoutire  brMich  at  tbe 
GoTemment,  in  sny  oUeiior  measoica  wlddt  may 
become  neceasaty. 

Bagti, 

Mr.  DtohoooUi  firom  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afi^rs,  reported  a  resdntion,  which 
was  eoQoorred  in,  to  dischaiige  the  committee 
from  ibe  further  considemtion  of  sundry  me- 
morials asking  for  the  opening  cf  intenuttional 
relations  with  H^U. 

IsthmuM  of  Panama. 

Mr.  HsBCKR,  from  the  Committee  on  Boads 
and  Ganala,  reported  tbe  following  readnt^n, 
whidi  was  concurred  in  : 

Setelvtd,  That  the  Freddent  of  tbe  United  States 

be  requested  to  conriderthe  expediency  of  openinc 
or  coatbiaing  n^otiations  witb  the  Governments  of 
other  nations,  and  particulariy  with  those  whoee  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  Gomprehendi  the  bthmus  of 
I^nama,  end  to  wbidi  tbe  United  States  have  aocred- 
fted  nunisters  or  sgents,  fw  tbe  paqtoae  ni  ascer- 
taining the  practicability  of  tuning  a  coounnnicar 
tioD  between  the  Atlantic  and  ^cific  Oceana,  by  Uie 
construction  of  a  ship  duunel  or  canal  across  the 
isthmus,  and  of  securing  forever,  by  suitable  treaty 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal,  to  all  nations,  on  tbe  payment  of  reason- 
able tolls. 

The  Mama  Samdarf—Bitt  to  Iwream  ih» 
MeoM  <^  Dtfenet  iniha  Stmt^  Imarion. 
The  Hoose  then,  in  pursoanoe     the  special 

order,  went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr. 

Jauools  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  oonrid- 

eration  of  the  biU  in  relation  to  the  diffiouldee 

in  Miune. 

Mr.  OuflHiiTo  obti^ned  the  floor,  bnt  gave 
way  to  Mr.  Saltonbtall,  who  made  an  ezpla- 
fiaUon  of  his  remarks  of  last  evening. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  discuss  ^  merits 
€i  the  qoMtlffli,  irith  reference  to  Or  John 


[25iHC(sa 

Harvey.  Mr.  C.  was  convinced  that  officer  hij 
misconstrued  his  instmetions,  and  he  adduced 
facts  which  went  to  ehow  it  As  to  tbe  bHl, 
he  denied  that  it  was  a  war  measure,  either  (a 
its  face  or  in  its  spirit.  What  were  the  prepa. 
rations  contemplated  by  it?  "Were  they  ritbtr 
aggresmveorbelligeront?  They  were  not;  tbtf 
were  purely  defendr^  and  in  conformity  witlt 
the  act  of  im. 

'  Instead,  too,  of  bdogan  angmaitati(n<^t)ie 
Ezecutive  power,  derived  nnder  that  let,  ii 
was  a  diminution,  becanse  the  law  of  *fKi 
the  President  general  power,  whereas  this  biS 
refitrieted  it  to  a  particular  exkency,  a  po^Ti 
contiageDcy,  onuie  arising  of  whidi  alone  le 
conld  act.  Having  explained  and  advocited 
the  provisions  of  3ie  bill,  Mr.  0.  proceeded  to 
defend  the  principles  of  tbe  bill  and  the  report, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  BrooLr.  As  to  the  present  be- 
iug  an  incidental  qoestlon,  it  was  precisely  ou 
of  those  which  tbe  country  could  tmdentnii}. 
Tbe  main  issue,  tbe  question  of  boundary,  va 
involved  in  a  tedious  controversy,  nunries 
through  a  long  series  of  ponderous  dociiiiMB!& 
Not  BO  with  this.  It  was  a  question  of  £Kt, 
plain  and  intelligible  to  every  man.  The  Stitt 
of  Maine  had  been  invaded,  and  that  all  roaij 
imderslnnd.  Bring  it  home  to  the  ordtncrr 
oooorrencea  of  life.  A  question  of  title  to  u 
estate  mt^t  be  bo  invdved  in  intricacy,  tlui 
no  common  man  eonid  miravelit;  but  ifatie- 
paaser  fenced  in  half  hia  neighbor's  fium,  it  t» 
plainly  understood.  Moreover,  tbe  case  of  tbt 
Aroostook  was  stronger  tlian  that  of  lladani^ 
ka.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  Great  Britun  lu^ 
set  up  a  claim  of  Jurisdiction,  on  the  gromid  d 
uti  pcMidetia.  But  they  had  never  before  Kt 
np  to  exercise  practical  Jurisdiction  iu  the  Ar- 
oostook, for  there  the  vti  pomdetii  gare  it 
clear^  to  the  United  States;  and  we  had  alv^ 
held  over  It  ftall  eoverdgn^.  Mr.  0.  prodnnd 
a  map  published  hj  the  House  of  ConitiiODS(' 
England,  and  also  cited  the  commission  of  tbe 
Eari  of  Durham  as  Governor  General  of  all  the 
British  North  American  provinee^  and  vbidi 
demonstrated  that  she  herself  then  regii^ 
the  sovereignty  over  tiiis  territory  as  not  be- 
loD^ng  to  her.  After  dwelling  on  tbe  mas 
points  very  tniefl^,  Mr.  O.  concnided;  andm 
followed  by 

Jb.  CBAaT,  who,  after  a  brief  reriew  «  t" 
question,  made  an  earnest  defence  of  the  tnU, 
which  he  regarded  as  a  peace  or  a  war  nctf- 
ure,  just  as  it  might  be  tuen  by  Great  Britnt 
As  for  the  State  of  l^e,  he  knew  the  eharv 
ter  of  the  people  of  this  country  too  wdl  to 
think,  for  a  moment,  that  she  would  recede  i 
single  step ;  and  rather  than  vote  to  coerce  ber 
to  do  so,  he  would  abandon  his  seat  and  p> 
home.  He  hoped  the  British  Gorenuneut 
would  at  onco  disavow  the  unlawful  acts  of  bff 
Provincial  Governor ;  but  if  she  did  not,  b* 
was  prepared  for  the  worst  consequences. 
had  he  any  of  those  terrors  of  her  mighty  po*" 
which  some  gaiUonen  seemed  to  enteim 
Her  nlatioiu  with  Bnadi,  ^th  ?«nii,  ^ 
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the  Burmese  empire,  and  the  East  ffeneraUy, 
were  of  the  moat  odtaoalohaTaoter.  The  blood 
dte  had  BO  oraellr  abed  in  Canada,  had  weaned 
the  heart  of  that  Province  from  her,  and  her 
domeatio  relations  were  at  this  mcanent  being 
shaken  to  ^eir  centre.  He  did  hot  desire  war, 
bat  be  wonld  yield  notbing  to  preserre  a  dis- 
honorable peace.  AfUr  aonie  ftarther  nmarks, 
Kr.  0.  condnded,  and 

Hr.  Adaus  followed  at  length  in  snpport  of 
the  hill,  and  oa  the  qneetion  generaJlj.  He 
said  be  should  not  be  surprised  that,  if  the  Con- 
gress failed  to  do  anj  thing  at  the  present  oriras, 
it  might  be  taken  as  an  argument  bj  Qreat 
Britain  that  this  Government  had  left  Hune 
to  ita  fate.  Bbe  wonld  answer  "no  "  to  all  the 
didms  of  tbat  State  to  hare  her  rights  of  Jnris- 
dlcUon  respected.  Whatever  might  be  the  ac- 
tion ot  the  HoDse  at  the  present  time,  he  be- 
lieved the  question  would  eventnallj  have  to 
be  settled  hy  force  of  arms,  and,  for  one,  was 
not  disposed  to  have  mnoh  ftirther  ne^tiation. 
It  was  fat  this  reason  that  he  was  disposed  to 
rote  for  this  bill  as  a  further  notification  to  the 
British  Government — one  which  she  could  not 
misunderstand — as  to  what  were  our  determi- 
nations. He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  not 
merely  because  this  contingeninr  presented  it- 
self^ but  to  put  ns  in  a  state  of  denHioe  for  any 
contingency  that  might  oooor.  He  nndentood 
it  as  al>Ul  to  arm  mw^fbr  the  d^ianoe  i^oxa 
soil,  and  not  as  an  indicatint  that  we  were  de- 
termined or  expected  to  have  war.  England 
cannot  understand  it  thus;  there  is  nothing 
offensive  in  it  at  all.  Eveiy  independent  na-' 
tion,  whether  weak  or  strong,  has  the  right  to 
arm  herself  up  to  the  ears.  The  right  to  arm 
in  self  defence  is  a  right  of  peace.  Indeed, 
he  was  rather  disposed  to  take  a  stiffer  course 
than  this  bill  proposes,  for  he  did  not  altt^tfaer 
approve  the  section  which  proposes  to  send  a 
special  minister  to  England;  he  thought  she 
had  assumed  a  wrong  portion,  and  should 
rather  send  us  a  Bpedaf  minister  to  evi^^ 
what,  indeed,  were  far  Intoitiona, 

The  Bresident  and  Beoretoiy  <tf  State  seemed 
to  regret  the  oonrte  Uslne  noa  taiken ;  but,  so 
&r  as  he  was  concerned,  he  respected  and  re- 
vered  her  for  It ;  it  was  one  sancti<med  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  her  L^islatnre.  The  act 
of  that  State  was  deliberate,  one  of  the  qu^ilies 
which  belonged  to  firm  and  consistent  action. 
The  act  was  not  rash  and  indisoreet,  as  denoun- 
ced by  some,  but  it  was  the  exercise  of  her  un- 
questionable right  to  defend  her  territory ;  and 
so  for  iVom  disapproving,  be  would  esteem  ber 
oourse,  during  the  sh<Hrt  remnant  ot  bis  Ufe,  as 
honorable. 

We  had  been  so  quiesoent,  fliafc  the  usurpa- 
tions of  Enf^and  bad  now  ooiunenoed  to  as* 
smne  tiie  form  of  rights.  He  wished  to  stop 
them  where  they  are— send  them  back.  That 
there  sbonld  be  no  further  mistake,  no  farther 
delnsion  on  the  part  of  England  as  to  what  our 
rights  ere  in  this  matter,  he  thon^t  this  bill 
■bimld  be  passed.    U,  howerer,  geBflemen 
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would  c^er  a  substitnto  eqna%  firm,  eqndly 
aigumentative,  he  would  be  willing  to  take  i^ 
not  without. 

Mr.  Lboabb  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Hr.  Adams,  and  was  understood  to  intimate  his 
approval  of  the  resolutions  which  passed  the 
Senate;  and  that  he  would  not,  on  any  ac- 
count, vote  this  tremendous  power,  ^ven  la 
the  bill,  to  the  President,  were  be  not  of  the 
opinion  that  be  wonld  use  it  witii  great  pru- 
dence. 

Mr.  Brll  regarded  the  former  proceedings  of 
Haasocbusetta,  or  Maine,  or  of  this  Govern- 
ment, as  of  vOTy  little  oousequence  to  the  pres- 
ent qoeetion,  beoanse,  if  Great  Britain  intended 
to  assort  her  olaim  by  arms,  she  would  c^ve  ua 
an  intimatioii  of  that  fiwt,  or  otherwise  post* 
pone  it,  and  fberefore  we  need  not  apprehend 
any  violent  ooUinon  till  we  have  received  in- 
formation from  tbat  Government.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  think  the  bill  in  its  present  shape  could 
pass  the  House,  and  some  compromise  must  be 
come  to.  He  could  not  bring  bimself  to  be- 
lieve that  any  thing  like  war  would  ensue.  He 
had  never  questioned  our  right  to  tbe  boundary 
claimed*  by  us,  and  though  he  bad  anticipated 
difficulties,  yet  there  was  no  issue  of  national 
honor  now  involved.  All  he  thought  the  House 
ought  now  to  do,  was  to  express  its  concur- 
renoe  in  the  views  of  the  President,  not  by  the 
passage  of  tills  bill,- or  the  first  section  of  it^ 
out  to  grant  bim  a  snffloient  supply  of  money 
to  execnto  the  powers  fdready  vested  in  htm, 
in  case  the  contingency  provided  for  under  the 
existing  law  of  '05  should  arise.  He  had  no 
objection  to  vote  a  contingent  appropriation  of 
five  millions  or  more,  and  he  had  no  great  ob- 
jection to  the  proposition  to  send  a  special 
messenger  to  England,  if  tiie  Ezecntive  desired 
it. 

Mr.  HowABD  explained  that  the  latter  prop- 
osition was  one  emanating  entirely  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affurs,  no  member  of 
which,  he  believed,  knew  whether  it  met  tbe 
views  of  tbe  Exeenttve  or  not 

Ifr.  BxLL  was  glad  it  came  from  tbe  sonroe 
it  did.  He  then  went  on  ftarther  to  sustain  bis 
views  of  the  non-ezpedleney  of  action  at  pres- 
ent. They  ooghtto  do  no  more  than  declare  tiidr 
own  opinion,  or  concurrence  in  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  and  grant  him  sufficient  supplies 
for  any  exigency  that  might  arise  till  despatches 
were  received  from  England,  and  the  new  Con- 
gress could  be  called  together.  There  was  no 
necessity  to  go  beyond  tn!s  point. 

Mr.  EvKRETT  remarked,  that  the  only  point 
of  controversy  was  this :  That  the  British 
threatened  to  take  forcible  and  exdusivo  pos- 
session of  the  debatable  territoir,  and  this  is 
what  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  prevenL  But 
an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  that  all  ftar- 
ther  proceedings  on  both  sides  should  be  estop- 
ped ;  and,  after  oonmmnieating  that  fact,  by  the 
President,  there  we  should  bave  stopped,  for 
no  farther  measures  wm  leqnlred.  They 
should  not  bave  penuitted  any  serious  difficulty 


Digitized  by 


ns  Ifaim  BamAay, 


768 


ABfiimMENT  OF  THS 


VucB,  1889.] 

to  have  grown  oat  of  an  intudental  qaesfion. 
There  was  no  neoeasitj  for  this  bill  ;  for  in 
any  oontingencj,  Maine  would  not  be  left  de- 
ftnodeaa,  as. the  law  of  '86  was  ia  forco,  and 
■ntbcoized  aa  mnoh  as  the  ExeontiTe  ooold  pos- 
riUjr  do  in  nxfy  days. 

At  tbla  stage,  it  being  8  o'dook,  tiio  Hoose 
took  its  iiSlj  recessL 

ThanJn  to  the  i^pw^, 
Hr.  EucoBB,  of  South  Oandlna,  moved  the 
lUlowing  resoIaUon : 

Retolved,  That  the  tbanka  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hod.  3am.  K.  Folk,  for  the  able,  im- 
partial, 8Dd  dignified  manner  in  which  he  has  pro- 
dded oyer  ila  delibentions,  and  performed  the  ar- 
dnona  and  Important  duties  of  the  C3uir. 

Mr.  MoExKNAN  inqiiired  of  the  dhalr  whotlior 
this  coald  be  ree^Ted  at  thia  time  vithont  sns- 
peoding  the  roles  of  the  House  for  that  pur- 
pose? 

,  Mr.  Elhobb  suggested  that  it  had  alwaja 
been  oostomary  to  offer  a  resolation  of  this 
kind  as  on  act  of  courtesy,  and  it  was  never 
objected  to. 

Mr.  Bbll  hoped  that  no  objection  would  t>e 
made.  It  was  an  act  of  conrtesj  on  the  part 
of  the  noose,  to  wluch  he  presumed  there 
would  be  no  objections  of  aftfcAnuoZ  Aaraeiar. 

Hr.  MoKehnah  stud  he  phonld  not  press  the 
Inquiry  or  make  further  objectioD. 

Mr.  OiTBTis  renewed  the  otyecUon.  This 
was  not  petition  d^,  and  petitions  ooold  raly 
be  presented  on  leave.  The  short  time  remain- 
ing ooght  to  be  devoted  to  the  pressing  bosi- 
ness  m  the  country,  which  ought  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  a  resolation  al  thia  description, 
which  wotdd,  in  all  prohalnli^,  lead  to  an  ex- 
cited debate. 

Mr.  EuioBB  quoted  from  the  jonmal  apreoe- 
dent  when  a  vote  of  thanks  had  been  pawed  to 
Mr.  Stevenson.  The  question  of  order  had  then 
been  raised  as  now ;  the  Ohaib  had  decided 
the  motion  to  be  in  order  j  an  appeal  was 
taken,  and  the  House  sustamed  the  decision 
of  the  Ohaib  by  ft  vote  of  96  to  40, 

Mr.  Pssmnas  said  he  woold  not  oUeot  to 
the  offering  of  the  resolation^  but  wished  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  it. 

Mr.  Elkorb  reminded  him  that  it  was  a 
qnestion  of  order,  and  that  no  amendment 
oonld  be  offered  till  it  had  been  settled,  and  the 
resolution  received. 

Mr.  WiSB  said  he  shonld  never  have  ridsed 
the  question  of  order  himseJfL  but  tboaeht  it 
was  very  proper  that  it  shomd  be  raisM  and 
considered ;  and  as  it  was  now  up,  he  should 
back  his  friend  from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Oubtib) 
la  his  objection.  This  was  a  resolution — 
nothing  more,  and  nothing  else — and  it  came 
under  tiie  rules  whidi  governed  tiie  presenta- 
tion of  resolutions.  If  it  was  in  order,  it  oonld 
be  only  because  the  ndes  admitted  its  presot- 
tation,  or  hecanse  the  Hoase,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
tiiirds,  saapended  the  role  for  a  time.  The 


roles  expressly  forlude  ita  htaag  preanted  tat 
on  a  partioalarda^,and  thenuBshadnotbw 
suspended. 

MI.  Otisna  Bidd  that  to  avoid  deb^  be  wodi 
withdraw  his  qaestion  of  order,  thoiigb  he  htU 
it  to  be  a  valid  olneotion  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  EuiOBB  sua,  that  in  oflMngtiuntaah- 
tion  he  had  only  followed  out  a  pnctiee  of  Ai 
House  which  had  prevailed  from  the 
ning  of  the  Government  Courtesy  had  ^v^i 
diototed  to  the  memt}ers  of  the  House  to  aocod 
to  their  Speaker  that  meed  of  tbuki  vM 
was  due  to  his  servioes.  He  had  no  detbt 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman;  ur 
woold  he  debate  the  propriety  of  the  nto- 
lution  itself;  hot  if  omera  eij««d  into  ths 
questiiHii,  be  should  olidm  an  equal  ri^  tt 
do  so. 

Pbektiss  said  that  he  lud  nw 
to  the  Honse  prepared  to  eipeot  the  ofir 
ing  of  such  a  reaolatiffli.  He  had  seen  iifi- 
cations  of  its  oomtng,  and  he  had  eone 
pared  also  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  re»- 
lotion,  and  to  siistun  that  amendment  vM 
he  should  do,  if  left  to  sustun  it  slomL  Hi 
moved  to  amend  the  reeolution,  If  ifriUf 
from  it  the  word  "  impartial" 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  nnwitling,  at  thia  kn^ 
when  they  were  about  so  ahortir  to  leave  th* 
halL  to  (diode  to  any  thing  whidi  misbt  eicm 
unpleasant  reminisoences.  He  oonfflderedttii 
reaoItttioQ  as  not  &  mere  matter  of  fom  II 
had  been  claimed  to  be  a  mere  act  of  parjag 
courtesy,  naaal  at  the  termination  of  tn? 
Congress ;  if  it  were  that,  and  nothing  wt 
than  that — ^if  it  were  the  mere  touching  of  the 
oap  or  extMiding  the  hand  to  the  Srumvtd 
was  retiring  from  office — Mr.  P.  wonH  irt 
oppose  or  object  to  it.  He  was  for  encotr- 
aging  the  coorteedes  of  life,  and  they  had  m 
quite  enonxh,  daring  the  present  sea^oii,  to 
convince  them  of  the  necessity  of  dmng  »; 
but  this  was  a  peculiar  case,  to  which  the  nla 
of  mere  courtesy  did  not  M>ply.  Mr.  P.  cmB 
not  consent  to  praise  the  Spbaksb  for  bn^ 
been  impartial  m  the  diaohaige  of  the  dona 
of  the  ch^,  simply  becaoae  it  was  not  tt« 
that  he  had  berai  inq>artial.  It  mi^t  be  w 
that  this  was  a  very  small  matter— a 
ary  compliment  merely ;  but,  as  every  gew 
man  knew,  in  politics,  a  very  small  tiungn^ 
become  a  vefy  great  thing;  a  mere  thnal 
might  be  seized  upon,  and,  by  party  mtiuK^ 
ment,  might  be  woven  at  last  into  a  am 
by  which  to  lead  bodies  of  men,  and  to  coam 
the  Lefpslatnres  of  States.  The  present  ran- 
lotion  was  one  which  presented  facilities  n 
being  so  availed  of.  Mr.  P.  bad  no  otiJeefeB 
to  uttering  a  courteous  farewell  to  the  Srun* 
as  a  gentieman,  and  wishing  him  a  ple*** 
journey  home;  hit  A*  believed  t^^A 
thankt  wo*  to  U  vted  a$  «o  tutek 
tapUal  to  do  poUUeal  lua^mt  wpM) 
fSron»,wuwtdiipoteito^nm,i^ 

He  that  the  Bpeaker  had  not  beeo  is- 
partial:  tlie  Hoose  md  not  ao  oonider  m\ 
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and  in  pnxrf  of  this,  it  wonld  be  snffituent  to 
refiar  to  the  vote  ta  the  House,  refiiting  to 
him,  «n  that  wry  grouiuL,  the  i^m^ntmeDt  of 
the  members  of  an  InvestigatiDg  Cranmittee  to 
examine  into  the  de&lcations  ofhis  own  par^. 
And  thongh  the  debate  on  that  subject  had 
rnahed  and  raged  through  the  Hoase  like  an 
nnohained  tiger,  losing  in  all  directions,  jet 
this  was  a  point,  and  the  only  point,  from 
which  it  iiad  never  departed ;  here  it  had  fixed 
Us  £uigs  with  a  determined  and  deadly  hold. 
Trust  the  Speaker  with  that  appointment  the 
Honse  woola  not.  And  now,  to  pass  a  solemn 
Tote  that  the  Quaker  had  diaoharged  his  duties 
In  an  "  imparaal "  manner,  it  woold  be  to 
declare  a  be.  Mr.  P.  new  would  vote  for 
snoh  a  deolaradon.  He  sever  wonld  say  what 
he  did  not  believe,  nor  record  the  assertion  that 
tiie  BpuxxB  hod  been  impartial,  when  the 
Honse  had  recorded  its  own  vote  to  the  con- 
trary. Mr  P.  had  here,  in  his  pookett  a  little 
dooaraent,  whioh  wcruld  speak  very  intelligibly 
as  to  this  Sfxaxbb'b  impartiality.  He  weU 
knew  what  this  resolution  of  thanks  was 
worth,  under  existing  circomstAQces.  He 
should  speak  oat  plaialy  and  explicitly,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do.  He  knew  that  the  inonm- 
boit  of  the  dialr  was  playing  a  pohtioal  game, 
in  wUch  tlie  smallest  amount  of  oi^tu  was 
nseftd  to  hhn.  In  that  game  ICr.  P,  was 
opposed  to  him ;  and  he  wonld  not,  by  voting 
for  this  resolation,  throw  it  into  his  own  toetli. 
He  wonld  not  send  that  gentleman  Into  the 
electioneering  field  with  this  certificate  in  his 
pooket.  He  would  not  certify  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  a  positive  He,  whi^h  was 
to  be  used  against  himself  and  olJiers,  with 
whom  he  acted.  He  woold  say  to  the  whole 
ooantry,  that  in  the  formation  of  the  com- 
mittees of  ibe  Hoose— and  what  act  was  of 
deeper  importance — ^the  Speaker  had  kot 
been  impartiaL  l£r.  P.  wotud  not  .be  und^ 
stood  as  sajinff  that  it  was  nnusual  ot  improper 
that  the  Speaker  of  that  Hionse^  in  iqipointiug 
its  stan^g  and  othw  committees,  shomd  plaoo 
upon  them  a  msjonty  of  those  who  oorre- 
n>onded  with  him  in  political  sentiments ;  of 
this  he  did  not  complain.  Bat  he  believed 
there  was  not  a  le^oslative  body  upon  the 
globe  where,  political  parties  being  so  nearly 
balanced,  the  disparity  of  those  pwties  in  the 
oommittees  of  that  body  was  so  enormons. 
Mr.  P.  would  deal  in  no  loose  or  general  asser- 
tions ou  this  subject;  he  would  put  his 
finger  upon  the  fisots ;  facts  which,  if  the  gen- 
tlmian  from  South  Oarolina  Qii.  £lhobs) 
irts  able  to  swallow,  hia  powos  of  dwlutition 
must  be  yvrj  diflte«nt  ft<m  those  of  lb-.  P. 

To  b^n  with  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  How  stood  parties  there  t  There  were 
six  administration  men  to  three  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. Was  this— Mr.  P.  put  it  to  gentle- 
men— ^was  this  a  fEur  representstion  of  the 
balance  of  parties  in  the  House  itself? 
Then  there  was  the  Oommittee  of  Wa^  and 
Means,  every  one  admUtad  its  importance,  as 
Vou  210^9 


standing  at  tbe  head  itf  the  finances;  and  bow 
was  it  ooQstitnted?  Here  again  it  was  riz  to 
three.  But  what  was  the  constitution  the 
Committee  <tf  Elections?  Everybody  knew 
tiiat  a  place  on  that  committee  had  been  no 
sinecure,  this  Oongress;  so  far  from  it,  the 
acts  and  reports  of  that  committee  had  shaken 
the  pillars  of  this  Government,  as  the  blind 
Samson  shook  the  pillars  of  Dean's  temple ; 
if  they  had  not  been  absolutely  l£rown  down, 
they  had  at  least  been  shaken  to  their  foundsr- 
titm.  It  was  a  committee  in  whioh,  of  all 
others,  the  striotest  impartiality  was  demanded ; 
for  there  it  was  that  the  demon  of  party  was 
most  likely  to  rear  its  hydra  head.  And  how  * 
did  this  committee — a  committee  of  jndffla 
how  did  it  stand !  Sbvks  to  two.  Tea,  savui 
to  two;  that  was  this  Sfraeeb's  '^impar- 
tiality." Well,  how  stood  the  case  with  the 
Judiciary  Oommittee?  Here,  again,  it-  was 
seven  to  two,  if  the  distinguished  gentie- 
man  from  Virginia  was  to  be  ranked  with  tlw 
Administration ;  but  as  a  change  had  taken 
place  since  the  constitution  of  tiie  committee, 
it  stood,  on  the  most  favorable  statement,  six 
to  three.  Here,  then,  under  the  action  of  this 
most  impartial  Spuebb,  the  four  most  important 
oommittees  of  the  House  were  so  constituted 
as  to  give  the  Administration  party,  as  its 
v^  sraalleat  minority,  fuw  to  en*;  and  tiie 
most  important  of  them  alL  in  a  pcditieal 
point  of  view,  had  seven  on  the  one  side,  and 
bnt  two  on  tlie  other  1 

Mr.  P.  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as 
derogating,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
character,  or  reflecting  on  the  conduct,  of  tiie 
meml)«^  of  these  committees — far  frcon  it. 
They  acted,  no  doubt,  according  to  theh"  own 
views  of  public  du^.  He  spoke  only  of  the 
balance  of  political  power  in  those  committees 
coUeotively.  But  how-  stood  matttts  in  those 
oommittees  which  exerted  no  party  or  pditioal 
ijofiuenoet  Oh t  tbere  he  fbund  qnite  a diftSar- 
ent  state  of  things.  The  Onnmittee  of  Mum- 
fiwtoneoonidned  tighl  Whigs  to  ena  Admlnia- 
tration  man.  Now,  if  tiieir  duty  had  been  to 
manafactnre  politicsy  did  any  man  believe  that 
such  a  proportion  wonld  have  been  observed? 
Oh,  no,  the  balance  would  have  been  far  diflbr- 
entC  Then  there  came  the  Committee  on 
Boads  and  Canals — a  committee  which,  how- 
ever usefhl  or  important,  exerted  no  politioal 
influence;  and  it  contained  seven  Whigs. 
Here  the  proportion  was  seven  to  two.  So 
in  the  Committee  on  Bevisal  and  Unfilled 
Business,  seven  to  two.  In  the  littie  Com- 
mittees on  Expenditures  in  the  varlooa  D^art- 
mento,  it  was  still  lai^^;  some  of  theaa  wen 
aU  Whigs.  Now,  did  not  fUs  sbow  derignf 
Was  tMra  not  a  reascm  for  00  great  a  ooi- 
trastf  It  showed  a  deliberately  adopted 
principle  of  action,  followed  oat  through  tha 
whtde  selection;  and  this  by  a  SpsAKsa  on 
whose  own  eleoti(m  to  the  chair,  the  House  had 
been  so  equally  divided,  that  hia  daotira  had 
been  o^ried  by  tiUrtsen  TOtes  «ly  oat  of  two 
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hundred  and  forty-seTeh  I  After  this,  oonld 
Hr,  P.  vote  to  declare  that  this  officer  had 
been  "  impartial "  in  exereiBin^  bis  great  and 
most  responsible  power  t  This  was  in  the 
mpointmcnt  of  coniimttees:  and  then,  aa  to 
others  cases,  where  tiie  House  had  be«i 
eqtully  ^vided,  and  the  casting  vote  of  the 
OuiB  decided  the  qaestaon  one  wc^  or  the 
o&n',  would  any  gentleman  p<^t  him  to  a 
riogle  instance,  whettier  of  greater  or  minco- 
importance — whether  the  decision  swept  awi^ 
tiie  whole  political  rights  of  a  State,  or  recog- 
nized the  ofBcial  claims  of  the  Globe  news- 
paper,  or  settled  the  smallest  qnestion,  where 
the  vote  hod  not  inTariabljr  been  ^t«i  hi  one 
direction  t 

Kr.  P.  did  not  denj-  the  c^>acitj  of  the 
Bfeaesb,  his  despatch  of  hnuness,  or  his  fiiU 
and  thorough  knowle^  oi  parllamentai?  law 
-^e  conceded  all  thi^T-bnt  U  was  the  Ciets  he 
had  Just  quoted  on  which  Mr.  P.  took  his 
■tanci,  and  denied,  ntterly,  the  *'  impartialit7  " 
of  the  Chjlib.  Ajid  he  never  womd,  ont  of 
mere  courtesy,  endorse  a  tool  of  the  Encntive, 
a  to^  of  uie  party. 

A  more  perfectly  party  Speaker,  one  who 
would  be  more  disposed  to  bend  the  roles  of 
the  House  to  meet  the  pnrposesof  his  own 
ride  in  politics,  never  had  pressed  the  soft  and 
ample  cushions  of  that  gorgeoos  chair.  To 
say  that  he  had  been  impartial  in  the  daties 
of  his  high  offic^  would  be  bnt  flattery,  it 
would  be  certifying  to  what  was  not  true ;  and 
iCr.  P.  had  too  often  seen  the  effects  of  certi- 
ficates, not  to  be  cautions  how  he  gave  them. 
Xki  was  willing  to  make  the  Spuzib  a 
oonrteoufl  parting  bow ;  but  he  wonldnot  obn- 
■ent  to  let  him  sit  there,  and  do  all  his  party 
work,  and  then  march  out  witii  the  honors  of 
war.  The  duties  of  ^e  ohiur  were  too  impor- 
tant for  this.  The  presiding  offiow  of  tbat 
House  out  out,  in  effect,  all  uie  business  of  the 
House.  It  was  he  who  placed  before  it  all  the 
material  for  its  action;  and  decided  who 
aboiild  work  it  np.  Through  the  standing 
committees  of  that  House,  his  power  extended 
to  the  utmost  bounds  of  the  nation.  It  was  in 
some  respects  beyond  that  of  the  President 
himsdf.  Such  an  oflioer  onght  not  to  be  1^ 
high  [ffiest  of  party— that  Mokwh  befiun 
whose  altars  were  daily  immolated  the  dearest 
rights  (tf  this  Republta  7%s  prmmt  SmwER 
mu,  Of  ths  Sinm  mIZ  tnew,  a  eandidate  at 
(Am  Hme  for  the  Ch^f  Magiitraey  <^  hU  own 
State;  and  in  £A«  coneafa  there,  ana  through' 
out  all  the  Weet,  thit  vote  vxnild  be  r^erred  to 
<u  an  undeniable  proof  tAaf  he  had  exerei$ed 
the  utmoet  impartiality  vihUe  in  that  tsAatr; 
and  yet  the  Jffoiae  iteelf  had  utterly  routed  to 
truet  him.  When  that  damning  fact  should  he 
brought  by  hie  mponenU,  tehat  more  vould  he 
haw  to  do,  thouldthii  reaohepai^  than  to  tear 
Jrom  the  jreeorde  of  Gie  Souee  the  Imif  wAkA 
em&ilfwj'tt, and  hoWngii^  to  M««wi,  jHV- 
nemaeaU  CAms iwrewneofioM  to'be  im/mm^ 
4A  ealnmniett  Ah  those  gentlemen  vho  did 


conscientiously  believe  the  Spbuexk  bad  bea 
impartial,  would  of  course  vote  for  the  nsiiar 
tion ;  but  Mr.  F.  called  npon  all  who  did  do^ 
and  could  not  in  their  hearts  believe  to,  hut  vba 
did  believe  that^  with  strong  hand,  be  ]ai 
wielded  his  power  for  the  pnqKwes  « i  ps^, 
to  vote  against  It  Let  tihose  who  knew  uu 
resolution  to  he  untrue,  say  so  th«r  ksl 
For  one,  if  Mr.  P.  had  ever  seat  tbe  poixi 
needle  torn  and  point  with  still  preriiii^ 
attraction  toward  the  pole,  he  had  Eeeu  tlia 
fipEAKBB  tuni  with  equal  constancy  Uttttii 
the  interests  his  pariy.  Gentiemen  inifb 
ruse  the  notes  of  their  te  Deum  lavdaeuuM 
high  as  they  pleased ;  but  he  called  npoo  il 
those  whose  firee  sentiments  had  been  cntihd  n 
that  floor  by  the  weight  of  his  official  tnsA 
eon,  to  let  the  world  see  that  they  voold  DM 
the  lie  to  those  sentimenta  of  indignatioii  viud 
had  (^n  been  forced  from  their  lips  imder  tk 
smart  of  oppresdon.  Let  them  not  {rm  (U 
unguarded,  tteeeptng  eert\fteate  of  gooi  if 
ha/tior,  to  aid  the  election  of  the  Qoterw  if 
Tenneme.  Thus  to  vote  a  public  lie,  was  toM 
a  had  and  pernicious  example,  particalarl;  ia  i 
free  Republic. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moviiw  as  his  naat 
ment  to  tbe  resoloti<m,  to  stxSn  out  ^  nri 
"  impartially." 

Mr.  Gbat  said  be  did  not  rise  for  tbe  pir- 
pose  of  discussing  the  resolution,  hot  ia  tbi 
purpose,  if  the  House  should  agree  Tithtia 
of  having  immediate  action  upon  it,  tliii 
House  mwht  proceed  as  q»eedily  as  po»1ik  t'- 
other bn^Mss.  He  said  it  was  Ins  Mac 
tomovB  theprevioDS  qnestiui:  bntbefinh 
made  that  motion  he  would  make  a  brief  njJj 
to  the  gentleman  from  Hissisrippi,  (Vr.rai- 
TIBS,)  who  had  not  objected  to  the  raobDos 
on  the  ground  that  the  Sfzmmmm  had  noted 
ability  and  impartiality  preuded  ovtr  & 
deliberations  of  the  House;  but,  on  'it 
contrary,  the  gentieman  conceded  tlui  tbt 
Spbakeb  had,  with  ability  and  impirtiilit*- 
decided  all  questions  which  by  the  rnlei « 
parliamentary  law  of  the  House  it  had  1mi  | 
his  duty  to  decide.  Tbe  whole  gromid 
ol^eotion  was,  that  the  Spsjlksb  bad  •PP*''^ 
a  mijf)rity  of  his  pdidcal  friends  on  w  w 
ing  and  moat  hnpcntant  conudttees  of  w  i 
House;  and  henoe  tbe  Spuxib  had  not  bie  | 

impartial  The  gentieman  said,  strike  out » 
word  "  hnpartial/'  and  he  would  vote  foriU 
resolution. 
Was  it  not  the  doty  of  flie  Speaker  to  t 

Soint  committees  as  tbe  House  woald 
one?   Can  any  one  doobt  that  the  How 
would,  by  ballot,  have  elected  comnilt*  j 
precisely,  or,  at  least,  snbstantially,  ta  it 
Speaker  had  appointed  them»    CooH  " 
ioBtanoe  be  given  in  which  a  ocHDiniUie 
been  elected,  that  the  majority  of  the  H«o| 
had  not  placed  a  distinct  minority  of^ 
p<^tieal  mends  upon  the  oommitteet  i 
is  a  ease  too  reoeot  to  be  fin^otten  I 
House— the  Swartwooteommittee.  haift  \ 
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Itf  of  the  HoTiBe  are  opposed  to  the  Independ- 
ent TreasDry,  and  supposed,  perhaps,  that  if 
they  could  have  a  committed  of  cn>poQentB  of 
tiiat  measure,  that  arguments  might  he  found 
wainst  the  meaanre ;  uid  what  was  the  Tesnltf 
TM  Oomndttee  were  six  and  three — ^two  to 
one  ^i^nst  the  Administration. 

The  resolutioQ  offered  ia  not  novel ;  it  has 
heen  onstomary  here,  and  it  is  oustomaiT' 
in  State  Legislatures.  One  was  passed  oora- 
plimentary  to  Mr.  Stevenson  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service.  He  pursued  the 
same  course  as  the  present  Spbakbb  in  the 
Appointment  of  committees,  and  more  recently, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bbll,)  a  resolution,  in 
nearly,  if  not  the  precise  laugaace  with  the  one 
under  consideration,  was  passed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Bbix,)  who  was 
then  in  favor  of  the  Administration,  foltowed 
the  example  of  Mr,  Sterenson  in  the  sppc^t- 
ment  of  committees. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  before  him  the  joamals, 
and  would  read  the  appointment  of  committees 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (iSi. 
Bell,)  if  any  one 'desired  it.  The  present 
Speaksb  has  done  the  same,  nothing  more; 
and  less  he  could  not  do,  unless  he  entirely  dis- 
regwded  the  will  of  the  miyori^. 

Jtr.  Q.  said  that  his  oolleagae  (Mr.  Omtrra) 
ha4  raised  a  question  of  order  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution,  and  as  he  supposed 
Ms  object  was  to  defeat  the  resolution  by  pre- 
venting its  consideration,  Mr.  O.  sud  be 
would  refer  to  im  example  in  the  Kew  York 
Legislature,  which  his  colleague. would  recol- 
lect. In  1888,  the  present  Lieutenant  Oovem- 
or  of  that  State  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 
During  the  sesnon  party  spirit  ran  high ;  fre- 
quent collisions  took  place  between  the  minor- 
ity of  the  House  and  the  Speaker;  many 
appeals  were  taken  from  the  Speaker's  deds- 
ioD,  andmudi  asperity  was  exhibited  in  debate; 
and  yet,  at  the  close  of  the  sesnon,  the  minor- 
itj  j<^ed  in  an  expresri<m  of  thanks  to  the 
Speaker.  A  di^ngnished  iudi^nal  (tf  that 
minority,  formeriy  a  member  <rf  tids  House, 
(Mr.  Majtn,)  as  is  usual  on  saeh  oocadons,  rose 
above  the  party  excitement  that  bad  pervailed, 
and  made  a  speech  highly  complimentary  of 
the  Speaker;  it  was  due  to  the  Speaker  and 
the  honor  of  the  State  tiiat  the  minority 
should  UroB  act,  and  Aoold  the  same  just 
spirit  prevul  here,  what  is  due  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House,  to  the  Speaker,  and  to  tibe  honor 
of  the  nation  would  be  done. 

But  another  and  more  significant  otHection  Is 
raised:  it  is,,  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion may  make  him  p(^tloal  capital,  tiiat  it 
may  be  used  in  the  TeonesBee  deotion  **i^on 
every  stump  in  the  State;"  henoe  the  gentle- 
man from  Missisnppi  woold  witbludd  from  him 
the  Justice  whicli,  by  parliamentary  custom,  is 
dae  to  him,  lest,  by  doing  Justice  to  him  now, 
he  uu^  have  Jusiioe  done'  him  hereafter  in  his 
own  State.  Mr.     nid  it  wu  not  a  mattar 


that  ought  to  be  discussed;  the  fiwits  In  the 
case  were  upon  record,  and  known  to  the 
House;  the  propriety  of  the  res<dutioa  was 
self-evident ;  and  if  ^ntlemen  wi^ed  to  make 
a  party  qn^tion  of  it,  and  show  the  country 
Hbat  they  carried  party  feelings  to  an  onpre- 
cedented  and  nnvarrantable  extent,  the  sooner 
they  declare  it  the  better. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previons  question  having  been  moved 
upon  the  resolution,  it  was  seconded ;  and 
upon  the  motion,  shall  the  mun  question  be 
put,  which  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  dedded  in  the  afflimative  , 
— yeas  93,  nays  75. 

The  qnestion  then  reomred  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  whtdb  was  taken  on  yeas 
and  nays,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote : 

Tkas. — Kesvs.  Andeison,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beat^,  Brime,  Ucknell,  fiirdmU,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  Brodbesd,  Bronsoii,  Buduium,  Synom,  Cam- 
brcu^ig,  Jdm  Campbell,  Gssey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cnshman,  Dswson,  Daree,  El- 
more, Farrington,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Oariand,  Grant, 
Gny,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Howard,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John 
W,  Jones,  Kehn,  Kemblo,  Kliiymsmltb,  Leadbetter, 
LevlSf  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  j;  H.  Mason,  UarUn, 
HcEay,  Bobeit  McCIelUa,  AJwaham  McGlellui,  Mo- 
Clure,  Uiller,  Honteomery,  Hoore,  Horgan,  Sainuel 
W.  MorriB,  Hurray,  Noble,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Petrikin,  I^ckens,  Plumer,  Pratt,  John  H. 
Prentiss,  Putnam,  Belly,  Bives,  ^eflf^,  Spencw, 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toncey,  Town& 
Tomev,  Vail,  Wegener,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Jared 
W.  W'UUanu,  Worthington,  and  Tell— 94. 

IfATS.— Xeesrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  Ayofgg, 
Bell,  Bond,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wm. 
B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  CMlda, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Grabb,  Cnnstoo,  Crockett,  Cottie,  Dar- 
lington, Dunn,  Ernns,  Swing,  Bice  Oarland,  Goode, 
Wm.  (h«ham,  Graves,  Grranell,  Halsted,  Herod, 
Wm.  0.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Samson  Haeon,  HoKen- 
nan,  Henefee,  Mffloer,  Calvary  Morris,  Na^or,  Ogle, 
Peck,  Pope,  Sengeant  S.  Prentiss,  Bariden,  Banidoli^ 
Reed,  lUdgway,  Bobertaon,  Ruaselt,  Saltonstall,  An* 

Cine  H.  Siepperd,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Stratton,  John 
te,  Lewis  Williams,  <3iristopher  H.  WiUiams, 
Wise,  and  Word— B7. 


UT  8KFATE. 
SoKDAT,  Marcli  8. 
Ditagrummt  letaeen  the  3otue»  and  Stryggle 

owr  the  Book  Bistri^ion  Appropriation. 

A  message  was  received  firom  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  stating  that  they  had  non-con- 
curred in  the  ammdments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  tiie  oivil  and 
diplomatio  expenses  of  the  Government  fbr  the 
ywr  1889:  the  amendments  were,  first,  to 
strike  ont  the  jproririon  Hiat  the  printing  of 
the  Executive  Departments  should  be  done  by 
contract ;  and  the  second  was,  striking  out  the 
provision  for  distribntingoopiea  of  the  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  United  States  to  the 
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members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Beinre- 
BeDtatives. 

Hr.  Wbioht  moved  tiai  tiie  Senate  insieit, 
and  that  a  conference  with  ihe  House  be  asked; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

NnmerouB  bills  from  the  House  were  acted 
OQ :  after  which  the  Senate  took  a  recess  nntil 
6  o'dook. 

Hr.  Wkobt,  tma  the  Oommittee  of  Oonfer- 
•Doe,  m^Knnted  to  oooridw  the  disi^reement 
of  the  two  Bonaes  on  the  amoidments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  general  ^ipropriation  bilL  report- 
ed that  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the 
oonferenoe  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  House,  had  agreed 
to  recommend  to  tJieir  re^Mctive  Honses  to 
adopt  the  following  course :  that  the  Senate 
should  recede  from  so  much  of  its  amendment 
as  provides  for  thd  manner  of  execntang  the 
printing  for  the  Exeontive  Departments,  with 
an  amradmoit  pronding  that  the  printing  shall 
be  ozeenttad  in  the  oi^  of  Wa^ington ;  and 
that  the  Senate  imdst  on  ao  mnoh  of  th^ 
amendment  as  relates  to  the  dislribnti<Hi  of  the 
Clarke  and  Force  papers  to  members  of  the 
Senate,  leaving  It  in  the  power  <rf  the  House  to 
make  the  distribution  to  ita  own  membera, 
while  mj  each  disbibaldon  to  members  txt  the 
Senate  is  prohibited. 

Hr.  Bketton  Bfdd  h«)  never  wonld  agree  to 
this  report,  and  he  demanded  the  ajes  and  noes 
on  concurring  in  it.  This  system  of  distributing 
books  had  grown  np  to  an  enormous  abnse,  in- 
deed the  most  enonnooa  abnse  in  our  Govern- 
ment. He  would  appose  it  to  the  last ;  and  if 
Ae  w|v«Hiati(ai  bui  was  lost  in  conaeqaence^ 
and  the  GOT«nmi«it  atopped,  why  let  the  r»- 
monribUi^  rest  <m  tiioae  who  would  incur  the 
iiik  fbr  the  sake  of  aetmring  to  themsdTOi  fliree 
or  fbnr  hundred  doUars*  worth  of  books. 

Mr.  Wbioht  asked  that  the  questions  on  con- 
cnrring  with  the  reoommen^tions  o(  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Oonference  be  taken  separately,  which 
was  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  Taixmadoe  inqnired  whether  the  bill 
would  be  lost,  in  case  neither  of  the  two  Honaee 
wonld  agree  to  recede  frtm  tiie  gnnmd  taken 
by  them. 

The  pRasTOKNT  answered,  that  ibMt  question 
was  not  before  the  Senate ;  but  it  was  obvious 
diat  if  one  Honae  should  insist  on  ita  amend- 
menta,  and  the  other  ihoold  bulat  on  Its  disa> 
sreement,  and  no  oompnmUae  be  eflboted,  the 
HU  would  be  loeL 

Mr.  Tallmadob  obsored  thai  if  the  Honse 
of  Represeirtatifftes  aaw  fit  to  vote  for  a  distri- 
bution ctf  boolu  to  its  members,  he  would  be 
willing  to  let  tiiem  take  the  reqranaibilitT,  and 
settle  the  matter  with  thur  constituents.  He 
would,  therefore,  vote  for  concurring  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Oommittee  of  Confer- 
ence. 

Mr.  NoBTiLL  s^d  that  if  ai^  princ^le  was 
involvadftti^ied  MvaUtothe  diatribidiai 


to  the  members  of  the  Hoose  as  of  thegcuit 
He  should,  therefi(n«k  vote  against  eooosni 
in  the  report. 

Mr.  W  AUXB  was  for  concurring  vith  the  eoa- 
mitteei  If  that  was  not  done,  the  ranlt  voild 
be  that  the  whole  bill  making  appn){«iitiin 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expoHtt  of  Ibi 
Government,  would  be  lost.  The  GoremiiMol, 
throughout  all  ita  departments,  lqpdatjTe,ei- 
ecntive,  and  judicial,  would  be  bnmdit  to  i 
close ;  and  tEat,  too,  at  a  period  of  u  odm 
the  most  nnfortnnate.  Other  Benaton  dM 
think  it  would  be  less  dangerous  to  Ion  nil 
bill  than  to  suffer  members  of  the  Hoot  tt 
vote  themselves  a  few  books.  Bebqiedik 
Senator  from  Michigan  wonld  reoonnto  ^ 
determination,  and  let  the  r^ortof  tiHttn- 
mittee  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Bbntor  said  that  the  consequencn  of  ik 
Senate  adhering  to  the  resolution  it  had  Uka 
on  the  snl^ect  of  the  dtstribati<Hi  d  Hat 
books,  might  be  the  loss  of  ibe  bill  nor  pac- 
ing ;  and  aa  tiiat  bUl  oootained  the  ippnfn- 
ti(ms  neoesaarj  for  keying  the  GorenBatii 
aetion,  geaQeoien  were  a  great  deal  alinwdtf 
the  danger  of  the  Govenmient's  bein^ 
Then  on  whoan  wonld  the  reqHniobi%K«l 
It  win  rest  on  those  who  have  a  penoD^ints- 
eat  in  these  books ;  and  those  memben,  tben- 
fore,  who  are  to  receive  these  books,  ti 
to  be  permitted  to  vote  on  this  qaeaticin,i 
which  they  are  personally  intovated. 

The  PBEsrourr  here  stated  that  the  dis» 
rion  was  not  in  order ;  that,  by  thejwtidt^ 
whoi  a  committee  of  conference  was  uked  tt 
by  one  House,  and  assented  to  by  tfat  ottit 
the  r^Kwt  <tf  the  conferees,  togetlw  widi  i 
tfao  papers^  ahoold  first  be  preseatad  to  tU 
Hooae  that  aseeoted  to  the  oonftrtnea.  Vila 
this  mle^  therefbre,  the  report  and  p^ttusva 
sent  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Honse  «  Btp(- 
sentativea. 

A  message  was  reo^ved  from  the  Hoosefl 
Bepreseatative^  atating  that  the  House  id 
coneorred  in  tne  report  ot  the  Oonumttte  i 
Oonf««noe  on  the  amendmwts  to  the  Gan 
Appropriati<HL  bill,  and  naolTed  that  th»  U 
do  pass  accordingly. 

llie  question  was  then  taken  on  coDeo"^ 
in  that  part  of  the  recommendatioo  of  w 
Oommittee  of  Conference  as  relates  to 
ingof  the  Executive  Departments^  and  <«w- 

The  question  then  reomriv*  on  cown*! 
in  that  part  of  the  report  whidi  rdatM  to  « 
distribntion  of  the  Clarke  and  fora  de» 
menta —  ,  . 

Mr.  BxNTOH  warmly  oi^Moed  womt^  ^ 
the  agreement.  He  otjected  to  it  becMW  > 
made  a  distinction  between  the  two  Boes^ 
allowing  a  distributi<Hi  ot  books  to  tbe 
bers  of  the  House,  while  H  refused  a  disW* 
tion  of  books  to  the  Senate.  He  objecW  » 
it  because  a  distribntion  of  books  to  «»« 
Honse  was  wrong  in  principle.  Scmie 
men  seemed  to  fear  that  if  the  SeDateiDtfM 
<Hi  its  amendment,  the  a{^roiHUtioQ  biHrsu 
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be  loe^  and  the  wheels  of  Govomment  stopped ; 
but  coold  they  suppose  there  was  anj  member 
of  either  Honse  woo  would  be  willing  to  break 
op  this  Government  for  the  sake  of  retsioiDg 
his  share  of  these  books,  which  was  not  worth 
minre  than  three  handrea  and  thirtj  dollars  at 
the  price  thej  cost  the  Goremment,  and  which, 
if  sold  to  Mr.  Templeman,  or  anj  other  book- 
seller, would  not  bring  half  or  qaarter  of  that 
mm.  Now,  he  was  detenninea,  as  far  as  It 
depended  on  him,  to  put  It  to  the  teat,  wheUmr 
any  member  <tf  0(Migress  woold  be  willing  to 
pat  an  md  to  this  Oovemmeht  far  the  sake  of 
retaining  his  three  hondred  sod  thirty  dollars* 
worth  of  these  books. 

Mr.  B.  here  enlarged  on  the  growing  evils  of 
this  system  ot  distnbnting  books  to  members 
of  Oongress ;  and,  in  illnstration,  alluded  to  the 
manner  in  which  another  proposition  to  dis- 
tribute books  had  been  ran  tfarongh  tiie  Senate 
last  night.  A  resolution  was  offered  by  a  Sen- 
ator from  Uassaohusetts,  (Mr.  Wkbstkb,)  to  dis- 
tribute among  the  members  two  Tolmnes  relat- 
ing to  the  land  laws.  He  had  given  Ml  notice 
ofhia  oppomtion  to  tUs  reaolatton,  and  his  in- 
tention to  oppose  it  wboi  it  came  op  fbr  om- 
i^deration.  Tet,  in  the  course  <tf  a  fktigning 
sesrion  of  ^hteen  hours,  he  bad  been  absent 
from  his  seat  but  a  few  momenta,  and  in  those 
few  moments  distaibution  was  galloped 
throueh.  It  was  presented  to  tiie  Senate  while 
he  oil.  B.)  was  in  his  seat ;  objected  to  by 
him;  then  withdrawn;  taken  up  in  his  ab- 
sence,  and  hastily  run  through.  This  book- 
making  concern  was  one  of  the  most  crying 
abuses  in  our  system.  There  was  no  «id  to  it 
-—it  ran  round  in  a  continued  circle.  In  the 
first  place,  a  snfficient  number  of  books  are  or- 
dered to  supply  the  members  of  a  Oongreas.  At 
tiie  ensuing  Bearit^  the  new  members  are  to 
be  supplied ;  and  this  is  earily  done,  and  in  the 
following  maimer :  scnne  of  the  members  who 
had  alrudy  reo^ved  copies,  may  sell  them  to 
Mr.  Templeman,  and  he  sells  them  at  a  small 
advance  to  the  publishers,  and  they  are  furnish^ 
ed  to  the  new  members  at  Government  price 
as  new  books,  who,  in  thdir  torn,  sell  tiiem  to 
Mr.  Templeman,  and  the  process  goes  on  ad 
ir^nitum,  so  that  the  original  fifteffli  hundred 
copies  may  supply  fifteen  thousand  members, 
the  Government,  at  every  revolution  of  the 
circle,  paying  the  foil  price.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  would  insist  on  Its  amendment,  and  let 
the  people  of  the  country  see  wliat  members 
of  Oco^nai  were  willing  to  break  up  the 
Oovemmoit  to  hold  on  to  the  Ikk^  they  had 
TOted  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Out,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  never 
voted  for  a  purchase  or  distribntion  of  books  in 
his  life.  He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter, 
and  thought  it  a  most  serious  abuse.  He  would 
not,  however,  incur  the  hazard  of  such  a  serious 
embarrassment  as  would  result  to  the  Oovem- 
inent  from  the  lose  of  the  appropriati<m  bill. 
He  would,  therefore,  vote  for  uneing  to  the 
r^nrfcof  the  Oonmuttee  of  Oonferenoa,  and  Irt 


the  members  (tf  the  House  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  voting  books  for  themselves.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  tm  sCTeeing 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Oonfer- 
ence,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Tkas.— HesstB.  BoduuiMi,  CUhonn,  Cliy  of  AW 
bama,  Cnthbert,  Foster,  Fohoti,  Rabbud,  King,  Una, 
ICeirick,  NidK^  Norrdl,  Rene,  Boene,  Bevkr, 
Smith  of  In^HaurSoaAard,  SwUt  Tdlaaadge,  Walk- 
er, Webster,  WilUans  of  Kaine,  Wmm  of  JOt- 
mAjfpi^  and  Tonng — 24. 

lUn.— Uessra.  Alien,  Benton,  Davis,  Niles^  BotH 
bison,  anith  vi  Connecticut,  and  White— 7. 

The  Hon.  Whxiak  B.  Kno  ha^ng  tempo- 
rarily retired  from  the  chair — 
Mr.  TAiuuDen  submitted  the  following  ret* 

ointion : 

JUtolwd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Willum  R.  Kne^  for  his  aue, 
Impartial,  and  (Ugidfled  eooduet  as  pnridbig  eOeer 
of  this  body. 

Mr.  Davis  heartily  concurred  in  the  resoln- 
tion,  and  hoped  that  it  would  meet  with  the 
unanimous  conourrenoe  of  the  Senate. 

Mr,  SouTHABD  hoped  the  word  "  unanimout " 
would  be  inserted  in  the  resolution. 

Several  members  were  heard  at  the  same 
time  expressing  the  same  wish. 

Mr.  Talluadob  modified  bta  resolution  by 
inserting  the  word  unanimous,  and  the  res(du- 
tiou  was  then  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbiobt, 

Ordertd,  That  the  Seontaiy  Infinrn  the  Honse  of 
B^reaentravea  that,  haiing  con^ileted  tlu  legislap 
tive  business  bef<m  them,  the  Senate  vas  ready  to 
■4jounL 

A  meas^  waa  reoeivad  frmn  ttie  House 
Bqweaentatlvea  by  Mr.  Gablahd^  thdfar  Glvk, 
stating  that  they  bad  passed  a  Joint  resolution 

for  the  app<dntment  of  a  joint  committee,  to 
wait  on  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
had  completed  the  bndneas  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  bad  no  further 
conmiunications  to  make. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbabd,  the  resoluti<m 
was  concurred  In,  and  Mr.  Eubbasd  and  Mr. 
FuLTOH  were  ^pcnnted  on  the  part  the  Sea- 
ate. 

Booh  JHitrilmtimi. 

A  mesaaga  ma  reodved  from  the  Honae  of 
Bepreseutatives,  stating  that  they  bad  paaaed 
the  ^int  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  disbri- 
bnlion,  in  part,  of  the  Madison  papers, 

Mr.  Benton  asked,  what  resolution!  He 
had  been  in  his  seat,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  minntes,  the  whole  day  and  the  whole 
night,  and  be  had  not  the  least  recollection  of 
any  resolution  of  the  kind  having  passed,  and 
this  was  the  first  intimation  he  had  that  any 
such  resolution  was  before  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  Aun  atoo  aM  thai  b«  had  no  Imoirl- 
«dge  of  aDT  rach  reaolotlon  haTiog  paaaed,  and 
he  believed  he  was  in  the  ohamber  at  the  time 
<rfitti  paaaagA. 

Ur.  Wiixium,  of  VtesMppI,  stated  that  he 
vfls  in  the  oliair  when  the  oonridwadMi  of  the 
nidation  was  called  for  hj  die  Senator  from 
K«w  Twk,  (Ur.  Tallmadob.)  The  resotntion 
VH  taken  np,  oonildered,  uid  adopted,  with 
dl  the  fixms  that  are  nsaal  on  the  passage  a 
reacdntioo.  He  wished  to  know  If  the  Senator 
from  Ifissonri  intended  to  fanpnte  anj  Inoorrect- 
Mm  of  eondnet  to  tiie  Obab  in  tbe  prooeedlngs 
oo  the  resoltttion. 

Ur.  BnnoK.  Hot  at  all :  not  at  all.  He 
was  out  of  his  seat  at  the  time,  and  knew  noth- 
ing of  what  was  done,  or  how  it  was  done ;  he 
0IU7  knew  it  was  quickly  done.  He  was  out 
ci  his  seat  bnt  a  frw  minates ;  was  Invited  out 
of  it  into  a  near  room ;  was,  in  fact,  invited  oat 
several  times  before  he  went;  and  was  oat 
hnt  a  iew  minutes.  Be  knew  nothing  of  what 
vaa  done  until  doM  be  oame  back.  He  oer- 
tatnlr  tmpated  no  blame  to  the  Senator  ftom 
Uiadtdppi :  neither  thonriit  it  nor  Imputed  it. 

Ur.  wuoHT  said  he  had  looked  at  the  reso- 
lution, and  fomid  that  it  contaioed  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Beer^arj,  that  it  ha^  passed.  With- 
out making  any  complaint  as  to  the  irregalari- 
tjr  with  which  that  resolution  passed,  he  woald 
odIj  say  that  if  their  Secretai^,  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  any  other  body  distributed  books  under 
a  resolution  thus  passed,  he  would,  so  far  as  be 
(Mr.  W.)  waa  oonemed,  do  it  upon  Us  re^on- 
slbility. 

Ur.  Taujudoi  sidd,  that  as  to  the  renKmsl- 
bility  atteni^ng  Uib  resolution,  he  avowed  him- 
•df  wUliiw  to  meet  it  there  or  before  the 
eoontry.  Be  bad  called  up  the  resolution,  and 
it  had  been  acted  on  at  hu  iustaooe.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  advantage  bad  been  taken  of 
time  and  droanutances,  but  the  same  advan- 
tage had  been  taken  of  him  and  others  in 
various  instances.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be 
much  of  a  Jackson  man,  bnt  he  was  perfectly 
willing,  as  regarded  his  participation  in  tbu 
matter,  to  meet  the  responsibility. 

Ur.  HuBBABD,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 

gointed  to  wfdt  on  the  PresideDt  of  the  Uidted 
tates,  snd  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  having  finished  the  bunness  before 
tiiem,  were  ready  to  acUoura,  provided  he  had 
no  forther  communications  to  make,  reported 
that  tiiey  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  the 
Frendeot  had  no  farther  communieations  to 
make  to  Congress,  and  requested  them  to  wiah 
to  each  member  oC  the  Soiato  a  aafe  rotum  to 
his  &mUy  and  his  home. 

Ur.  wiwBi  moved  tiiat  tiia  Senate  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Taluudoi  hoped  that  the  Benato.  would 
not  w^onm  until  they  had  oonsommated  the 
busSuess  before  them ;  and  they  would  disre- 
gard this  Ueauge,  which  had  been  qvung  upon 
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them — and  sprung  upon  them  in  an  imgolv 
manner,  during  the  diseussioa  <rf  a  pending 

auestion — and  complete  tiie  bunness  l>efare 
lem. 

The  question  <m  a^urament  was  Ukea  aoi 
dedded  in  the  negative. 

Ur.  Bmnov  sidd  this  resdotion  eoold  not 
pass.  It  was  in  tike  power  of  any  <HM  member  to 
atop  it,  and  lie  should  use  every  efibrt  to  dio  ao^ 
It  was  then  after  midni^t— it  was  two  o'dodE 
— there  is  not  a  quoram  of  the  Soiate  preoeat. 
Uessages  of  aifjournment  have  passed  botweeu 
the  two  Houses  and  vrith  the  Preadent,  mad 
no  act,  save  tiie  a^oomment,  can  l>e  done  ex- 
cept by  unanimous  consent,  which  hides  and 
covers  op  irregularities.  The  resolution  bad 
bettor  be  dropped ;  it  cannot  be  passed ;  it  wiD 
not  be  passed.  Ur.  B.  said  it  was  now  after 
two  o'clock — half-past  two  o'clock,  and  he 
moved  that  the  Senate  do  now  a^om,  and 
ttiat  the  hour  be  entered  <m  the  joanuL  It 
was  now  tutf-jMut  two  o^dock  on  the  4th  day 
of  Uaroh,  aoa  the  eonstitotionat  existeMe  of 
the  Boiato  was  at  an  end.  This  was  tibe  het, 
and  he  wanted  it  on  the  jonmal. 

Ur.  Tallmadoi  inquired  if  the  moti<»  to  en- 
ter the  hour  on  tibe  journal  wa*  in  order. 

Tlie  PmsiDxn  said  that  by  the  rules,  any 
member  who  moved  an  a^Joammimt  had  the 
right  to  have  the  hour  at  winck  such  motion 
was  made  entered  on  the  joumaL 

The  entry  was  aooordin^y  made  on  the  Jour- 
nal. 

The  Prbsidunt  said  that  before  taking  the 
question  on  a^oumment,  he  would  aaJc  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  to  make  a  fow  renuub. 
He  r^pretted  exceedingly  that  he  liad  left  his 
rituation  in  the  chur  for  a  monwnt,  as  it  had 
led  most  proliably  to  UDpleasaut  feelings^  He 
had  hoped  that  at  this  hour,  when  they  wen 
about  to  separate,  nothing  would  have  oocnmd 
tomarthenarmony  of  ue  body,  or  interrnpt 
the  feeliDgs  of  perstnial  kindness  so  impropriate 
to  the  oocadoo.  He  had  endeavored,  while 
presi^g  over  their  deliberations,  to  wMeh  he 
hod  been  called  by  the  kinduees  of  the  Senate, 
to  ^sdiH^  his  duties  to  the  extent  of  lus 
ability — faithfally  he  believed,  honeetiy  he 
knew  he  bad ;  and  be  regretted,  dee[dy  regret- 
ted, that  any  thing  should  have  ocourreld  during 
bis  temporary  absence  from  the  chair,  to  in- 
duce unpleasant  fadings,  and  prevent  a  harmo- 
nious aqjouinment. 

Ur.  Bkhtov  said  tiiat  every  word  qxita 
by  the  PnasiDSNT,  (Ur.  Euro,)  wait  into  his 
heart,  and  found  a  resting-plaoe  ibm.  like 
him,  he  wished  a  harmomous  a^oummoit; 
like  him,  he  wished  all  to  separate  with  fo^ngs 
of  personal  kindness ;  and  for  that  very  pni^ 
pose,  he  had  moved  the  adjournment  It  was 
the  quiet  and  easy  way  to  get  rid  <^  an  un- 
pleasant Buljeot;  to  avoid  a  struggle  whidi 
will  lead  to  no  rcNmlts ;  for  the  resdotion  codd 
not  become  a  law.  He  wished  to  drop  it  as  it 
was;  and  tliea  there  would  be  nothing  to  mar 
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tiie  kind  fteUngB  which  nreniled,  and  which 
■U  would  wiih,  with  the  FBunsHT,  to  aee  pre- 
•erred. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  actjonrn- 
ment,  and  docided  ia  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas.— MaawL  Allen,  Beoton.  Bodianui,  Hab- 
bard,  King,  ud  WHUflms  MisBtaapi^— «. 

Nats.— Heasn.  Foster,  Fulton,  Ljon,  Keiridt, 
Nkbolu,  NorrcU,  Roane,  Sontbwd,  TUfmadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  and  WUte— IS. 

Ur.  BEHnnr  said  it  was  now  entered  on  the 
Joonul  that  it  was  half-past  two  o'olock  in  the 
mominit  and  no  qaomm,  only  ei{^teen  mem- 
bwa  present,  and  he  now  made  a  motion,  which 
was  addressed  to  the  Fsesidskt  himself.  In 
doing  so,  he  woold  cite  the  example  of  Hr. 
Uaooo,  whom  they  all  knew,  and  than  whom 
no  man  was  more  sompnloas.  Kr.  Macon  held 
that  at  twelve  o'clock  at  nightj  on  the  3d  of 
Uarch  of  tiie  short  session,  hia  powers  as  a 
Senator  ceased,  and  if  the  Senate  was  not 
willing  to  adjonrn  at  that  time,  he  went  away. 
Now,  Ur.  Freudent,  (stud  Mr.  B.,)  I  believe 
that  at  this  boar,  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the' 
monune  of  the  4th  of  March,  yon  have  no  aa- 
thority  here,  and  I  have  no  right  to  addreaa 
yon.  I  therefore  mean  to  make  the  qoestion 
with  yon,  whether,  at  this  honr,  yon  have 
power  to  act.  The  Chjjb  has  given  notice  that 
he  is  goin^  to  sign  the  resolution,  and  I  object 
to  iL   It  IS  the  4th  of  March,  and  no  qaorom. 

The  PaasiDKNT  said  it  was  a  very  common 
thing  at  the. close  of  the  Congress  to  at  and  do 
bnuaess  after  midnight  on  the  Sd  of  March, 

Mr.  Bentok  said  be  knew  it  was,  but  in  sach 
eases  the  fact  was  kept  out  of  the  journal ;  all 
appeared  there  to  have  been  done  on  the  8d  of 
March.  The  journal  went  on  headed  the  8d, 
and  the  approvals  of  the  President  bore  date 
the  8d.  But  now  this  is  not  the  case.  The 
time  to  marked  on  the  journal ;  it  is  marked 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  the  whole  proceed- 
ing mil  be  Invalid  on  its  face. 

The  PBunmra  was  of  opinion  that  he  could 
not  sign  the  resdntion  when  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  was  not  present,  and  so  stated  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  as  there  was  no  quorum 
present,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  adjourn. 

Several  members  said  they  hoped  not ;  that 
a  quorum  would  be  soon  present,  and  said  that 
the  Obaib  ooold  despatch  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
after  the  absentees. 

Ur.  BnroK  said  they  had  no  right  to  send 
the  Sei^ceant-at-arma  alter  membws;  that  aU 
power  over  Senators  was  at  an  end. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  acyoum- 
ment,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Ur.  UcBmoE  then  made  a  few  remarks  In  re- 
lation to  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  He 
said  ho  was  in  nis  seat  in  the  Senate,  bat  knew 
not  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  In  fact, 
he  did  not  Imow  that  the  resolntifm  had  been 
preeented  for  the  OMuideration  of  the  Senate, 


[Majus,  1B89, 

until  he  was  informed  that  it  had  passed.  He 
was  in  &vor  of  the  object  of  the  restdutlon,  and 
would  have  voted  for  it  if  be  had  l>een  aware  of 
its  having  been  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Walesb  said,  in  r^ard  to  the  resolution, 
he  liad  understood  such  a  one  was  to  be  offer- 
ed, and  not  having  been  offered,  he  had  oon- 
eluded  that  it  bad  been  abandoned.  The  first 
actual  knowledge  he  had  of  the  resolution  being 
before  the  Senate,  was  hearing  its  titie  pro- 
nonnoed  by  the  voice  of  his  oollea^e,  (Ur. 
WuuAicB.)  I  did  not  know  what  it  meant. 
Ha  read  the  reaolntlon.  I  heard  him  dietinctly 
pnt  die  qneationj  .uid  the  various  questions 
that  are  nanally  put  on  the  passage  of  a  reso- 
lution, were  put  as  Ailly,.and  as  clearly,  as  they 
generally  are,  and  the  question  woa  carried  as 
&irly,  and  the  Senate  was  as  full,  aa  It  was 
when  a  m^cwity  of  the  acts  passed  by  ttut 
body  were  carried. 

Mr.  Boun  sud  that  be  knew  no  more  of  the 
passage  of  that  resolution  than  the  child  un- 
bom.  He  mast  have  been  in  the  chamber  at 
the  time,  but  he  had  never  heard  it  called  up, 
nor  any  question  taken  on  it.  With  req>eet, 
however,  to  these  Madison  papers,  he  looked  on 
them  in  a  ven  cUfferent  hght  from  the  trash 
that  was  BO  often  published  by  Congress.  He 
had  received  this  very  evening,  from  a  dlstin- 

Siished  ^endeman  in  Yij^lnia,  a  letter  aslting 
fcamation  about  them.    It  was  a  letter 
abonndbg  with  good  aense^  and  placing  a 

{)roper  estimation  on  these  papers.  With  this 
etter  in  his  hand,  he  went  round  to  the  seat 
of  his  friend  from  Miraouri,  and  endeavored  to 
soften  his  rigid  resolution  with  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  books,  so  as  to  make  the  Madi- 
son papers  an  exception.  He  endeavored  to 
put  these  papers  in  contrast  with  the  trash  that 
was  put  abroad  under  the  sanction  of  Congress, 
which  may,  perhaps,  form  the  materials  for  a 
mnriom  hiatoiy  of  the  country.  He  repreaent- 
ed  that  theae  Uadiaon  ptqiers  had  dready  been 
pubUshed,  and  that  there  would  be  an  absurd- 
ly, after  paying  for  them,  to  pnt  them  away  in 
the  garret,  with  the  tra^  that  has  lumbered 
there  among  tiie  cobwebs  of  time.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  stated  the  term  a  on  whidi  he 
would  agree  to  the  distribution  of  this  particu- 
lar work,  and  that  was,  to  make  a  general  dis- 
tribution throughout  the  Union  and  into  every 
State ;  and  be  desired  me  to  go  to  the  Secre- 
tary's table,  and  get  the  Clerk  to  make  oat  a 
list  of  the  generu  distribution  of  documents, 
and  then  he  would  support  it.  Mr.  B.  then 
descanted  at  length  on  the  great  value  of  the 
UadisMi  p^ers;  the  imp«tanoe  tliat  the  in- 
formation oonttfned  in  them  should  be  dtasemi- 
nated  as  widely  as  posuble,  and  the  absurdiy 
of  looking  them  up  from  the  public  view,  after 
having  ^d  for  printixw  them.  He  did  not 
oonsider  the  works  of  James  Uadison  of  the 
same  nature  with  those  publications  with  which 
it  had  l>een  the  custom  of  the  two  Houses  to 
sni^r  their  member»— "  a  onstmn  nuwe  hon- 
ored In  the  hnach  than  la  Hm  obaernuue 
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and  he  hoped  that  the  reeolotioa  of  the  Senator 
from  ICiMniri,  with  renrd  to  diafetilmtiiig 
boofci,  would  not,  Uke  the  rlgM  l«w«  of  the 
Kedoa  ud  Ferriuu,  be  api^led  to  ihm. 

Ifr.  BBm«  Hid  the  reAroioe  of  the  Senator 
from  Yirginia  Qb.  Roahs)  to  him  waa  oorreot ; 
he  had  reftaied  to  agree  to  a  distribution  of  the 
Kadlaon  panen  to  tlie  members  of  Oongress, 
bat  was  willing  to  a  nneral  distribntion,  ao- 
eording  to  the  general  distribution  of  doon- 
meots ;  and  derired  the  Senator  from  Vti^nia 
to  gti  that  list  ftmn  one  of  the  clerks,  and 
altber  to  omit  the  members  of  Oragress,  or 
require  them  to  paj  the  cost  Thi^  general  dis- 
triboUon  wonld  carry  the  work  into  erery 
State^its  Senate  and  Boose  ot  Bepresentativee 
~Ua  EncmtiTe  oflBo^ite  ooUegea  and  nnirer- 
iitlea-40  all  the  Ezeootlre  offloes  of  the  Gen- 
eral GoTeimiMnt— tha  lll»ai7  of  Oongieaa 
—Co  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Bwate 
and  Olerk  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepreeentatives,  and 
many  oUicm.  It  wonld  distribute  eleveD  or 
twelve  hundred  copies,  and  place  them  tn  .every 
part  of  the  Union,  ana  in  vm  beet  hands  for 
praserration  and  for  nse.  Oontlemm  were  de- 
flating as  if  the  only  altematives  were  between 
an  »olasiTe  and  vrBtnitouB  ^stribnt{<m  of 
these  p^MTB  to  members  of  Oongreee,  or  a  con- 
signment of  them  to  the  worms  in  the  garret, 
and  an  everlasting  Iobs  of  tliem  to  mu^lnd. 
This  was  rather  wild.  The  distribntion  whioh 
he  pnipoeed  wonld  have  saved  them  fhnn  the 
wormi^  wonld  have  given  them  to  the  wh^^ 
Union,  and  to  aU  mankind;  it  would  have 
onrtaued  nobody  bnt  members  ot  Oongresi. 

The  Pbxbident  said  that  on  fiirther  omiddtf- 
atioa,  and  consulting  the  roles,  he  was  of  ap\a- 
ion,  that  it  did  not  reqnire  a  qnoram  to  be 
present  to  anthorlaa  tiie  signing  of  a  bill  or 
reeolnUon.  It  was  not  properly  an  act  of  legb- 
lati<m,  bnt  merely  a  rigning  to  be  done  l^^  the 
OauR  to  aathentloate  the  act.  Holding  this 
opinion,  be  wonld  sow  {vooeed  to  sign  the 
Joint  resolntion. 

Hi.  Bbhton  s^d  the  signing  coold  onlv  be 
done  in  the  presence  (tf  the  Senate,  and  there 
was  no  Senate  when  there  waa  no  qnmimi. 
Every  signing  was  a  pnbUo  act  The  predding 
offioer  gave  aodiUe  notloe  ct  H;  the  Senate 
oaaaed  to  act;  no  Senator oonld  apeak;  nothing 
ooold  be  done  while  the  PBssiMin  was  signing. 
Hr.  B.  was  dearb'  of  opinion  that  acta  oonM 
anly  be  signed  when  the  Senate  was  fomed 
and  a  qnomm  present 

The  Ohaib  then  signed  the  resolotiim. 

ICr.  Alxen  said  that  the  resolntion  oonld 
not  now  go  to  the  President  for  his  signature. 
There  is  no  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  ifl  necessary  to  form  the  Joint 
committee,  to  join  the  oommittee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  carry  it  The  House  of  Bepre- 
•eatatives  has  adjourned  and  dispersed,  and  the 
two  members  who  oompoeed  part  of  the  Joint 
Oomndttea  to  tak»  bills  to  the  President,  had 
oaaaed  toerist  as  membwaiMF  Oongress;  the 
bodfto  whioh  Huj  bdongcd  had  oeaaed  to 


ezirt.  The  resolution  ooold  not  be  esiried: 
there  la  so  aathoritr  exiatlns  wludi  eodd  any 
it. 

Mr.  FonsBB^thathowoddearryit.  Be 
was  a  member  on  the  pari  cf  the  SsoKts  of 
Joint  Oconmittee,  and  he  had  once  cairiid  • 
bill  to  the  President  akme,  but  he  bad  ma- 
tained  that  he  had  made  a  mistake. 

[Mr.  FoBTBB  and  Mr.  MBnmoK,  the  eoouut- 
tee  on  the  part  <^  the  Senate,  then  left  tin 
chamber  wiui  the  j<^t  ieaolnti«L] 

Mr.  Button  said  the  impediments  w«n  mt 
yet  surmounted,  there  was  a  little  difficdt;  to 
be  enoonntered,  when  the  committee  gut  lisdL 
He  had  the  rules  in  his  hand,  and  woold  md 
them  at  the  proper  time.  It  is  now  4  o'dock 
cat  the  mnning  of  Mondi^,  the  4th  (rf*  Mini: 
the  House  of  Representatives  adjwimd  tat 
gone,  and  no  qiiorum  here.  There  are  obrtidH 
ahead. 

Mr.  Wnm  said  he  wonld  state  wbst  ba 
knew  reqiecting  the  passage  of  this  resolntiaa 
He  had  just  come  into  the  Senate  cbunbff, 
when  he  heard  the  Senator  occupying  tlitehiir 
(Mr.  Williams)  ask  if  a  resolutiou  ebonld  be 
taken  up.  If  he  gave  it  any  particnlsr  ie^t 
tion,  it  esoq>ed  my  ear.  The  preddtog  oAnr 
put  the  question,  and  it  was  passed,  amnl 
voices  voting  in  the  affirmative.  Not  knoving 
what  it  was,  or  what  it  contained,  I  eAti  fir 
the  reading  of  it,  and  it  was  handed  to  me.  ii 
there  waa  no  disenarfon  on  the  sulgeet,  bo£- 
vision  asked,  and  none  taken,  and  oonseqaea^ 
deeming  die  qnesti<«  an  mlmpwtaBt  ose,  m 
voted  ttrither  ^renor  soe.  He  himxlf  n 
opposed  to  the  nrincii^  of  distribntiiig  boda 
among  the  memDers  of  Congress ;  but  dom  n 
those  whose  lead  he  was  aooostomed  tofi^ 
on  this  sol^eeL  oppodng  this  resolnti<»),  m  « 
lookinff  around  and  observing  that  the  Seoitar 
from  Missouri  (Ur.  Bbxton)  was  not  in  !>» 
seat,  he  thought  it  was  an  unimportant  inittff, 
and  did  not  expect  to  hear  any  thing  nun 
abontit 

[The  committee  who  wiUted  on  ti» 
DKHT  for  his  signature  to  the  ioiot  wsolrtHio, 
havingarrived  in  tiio  Senate  ttMubw,! 

Mr.BnwoHroeetoapolntoforia^-tow* 
things  done  In  order.  One  of  the  mort  Mlau 
aets  of  the  two  Hoosea  is  that  of  sending  m 
to  the  Preandent  to  be  s^ed :  it  baa  to  be  doM 
in  a  prescribed  form,  and  reported  and  rMort» 
in  a  pieecribed  form.  Upon  this  depend  «J 
the  questions  connected  with  the  ten  ^ 
constitutional  right  of  the  Proeideiit  to 
a  bill— his  oulpi&Uity  if  he  does  not  nttm  « 
—the  prevention  of  the  return  by  the  a^|«iin- 
ment  of  Oongress— the  efficacy  of  the  bij  *• 
law,  if  not  returned  in  time,  nnlesB  prerentea  w 
an  adjonmment.  AU  this  makes  the  P^*f* 
tion  of  the  bill  to  the  Prerident  one  of  the 
formal  and  eeriona  aets  of  l^P^^KT 
theieforo  thenOes  had  oaieW  pfo^  ^ 
make  the  praaentation  a  matter  of  »«>i«  ^ 
each  House  of  OongreiB-a  record,  Uw  Ten? 

of  wUoh  ooold  not  be  iaipeaabed,  «h  ™" 
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woold  reqoira  no  extensive  evidence  to  support 
it.  A  ttajiding  committee  was  to  cany  it : 
that  committee  was  to  be  joint :  It  was  to  be 
composed  of  two  members  firom  each  Hooae ; 
and  these  two  members  of  each  House  were  to 
make  report  to  thdr  Houses  reapeotivelj  that 
the  bill  had  been  presmted,  oareftiUy  stating 
the  day  on  which  it  was  presented ;  and  than 
thia  r^<Hi  was  to  be  entered  m  the  jonmals 
of  each  Hooae. 

pfr.  B.  hen  read  the  ndea,  to  dkoir  Out  he 
stitfed  fhem  oorreetlj.] 

He  nSA  theae  roles  ooold  not  have  been  com- 
piled with  in  this  case.  The  Joint  standing 
onnndttee  was  diascdved  hj  the  diasolntion  of 
the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives.  Ihe  half  com- 
mittee of  the  Saute  was  a  nonenitf  without : 
the  other  half  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta-' 
ttvea.  No  record  coold  be  made  in  the  Hooae 
of  Bepresentatives,  whioh  had  been  a^joomed 
for  two  honra,  and  no  sooh  record  can  be  made 
here,  as  the  niles  imperatively  reqoire.  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to 
the  rales  in  the  entry  which  he  is  to  make. 
Il»  Smators  will  report  what  th^  have  duie ; 
and  that  is,  they  went  withiont  t£e  committee 
of  the  Hooae  to  the  President^  and  went  on  the 
4th  ot  ICareh ;  and  there  ends  the  voric  for 
whiob  we  have  been  kept  here  ao  many  hoors. 
It  drc^  now,  ai  I  proposed  it  ahomd  drop 
three  hoars  ago. 

Mr.  UnBOK  r^Nwted  that  within  the  last 
boor  the  committee  had  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Preudent  a  j<^t  reatdntion  for  the  distri- 
bntion,  in  part,  of  the  Uadison  pliers. 

Mr.  Taiucadoe  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
Joom  rine  die. 

Mr.  Bsirroif  asked  If  a  minority  of  the  Senate 
ooold  a^oorn  nna  dU.  He  thoi^t  they  ooold 
cmly  a^Joom  from  dsgr  to  d^,  nml  a  qnomm 
was  present. 

The  PanmiHT  dedded  that  the  Senate 
ooold  adjourn  sIm  and 

The  Saute  a^onmed  cine  ^  at  80  mlnntes 
past  4  o'dook,  A.  K. 


HOUra  or  BEFBUSHTATXYBa 

SuHDAT,  March  8, 
Booh  Pwehaoe — Documemiarf  Bittory — Disa- 
ffreommt  o/  the  Ueo  Mouteo. 

The  other  amendment^  upon  which  the  Sen- 
ate had,  in  part,  Inristed,  in  rd^on  to  the 
Docnmentary  History,  was  then  taken  np. 

Mr.  PuBiau  moved  that  the  Hoose  insist 

Mr.  TocoiT  moved  that  the  Hoose  recede 
from  its  disagreement 

Mr.  ATHmov  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
bot  they  were  not  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Touoit's 
motion  was  r^eoted— ayes  66,  noes  not 
OOQDted. 

The  motion  to  insist  was  then  agreed  to, 
without  a  division.  . 

At  a  sabseqnent  stag^  the  bill  was  retomed 
from  the  Senate^  aooompanied  by  a  measage 


stating  that  th^  still  inadsted,  and  aaked  a 
committee  of  conference,  having  i^^iointed  a 
committee  of  three  on  thehr  part. 

Mr.  OAMBBKLBiTa  movcd  to  oonoor  in  the 
rescdntion  for  a  conference,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and,  on  his  motion,  a  Committee  of  threa 
was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Honse,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Bom)  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Athbbtobt  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Ijxoout  of  Massa- 
ohvaetta. 

About  seven  o'clock  at  ni^t,  Mr.  Bom 
made  a  report  tcota  the  Oonunittee  (tf  Ooi^- 
etioe,  which  reooramended  the  Senate,  in  part,  ta 
recede,  and  in  part  to  insist,  open  thmr  amend- 
ment, with  the  addition  that  the  printdng  shall 
be  executed  in  tiie  city  of  Wa^ington ;  and 
recommended  that  the  Senate  recede  from  jMrt 
of  their  amendment  striking  ont  the  appn^ffi- 
ation  for  the  Docnmentary  Hif^ry,  hot  oi^y 
so  fiu*  as  the  Hoose  was  concerned,  the  Senate 
abetaining  ftom  taking  the  books. 

The  report  was  ooocorred  in  withoot  a  d^' 
vitdon ;  bat,  at  a  snbse^oent  stage,  at  ^  in< 
stance  of  Mr.  Bkll, 

Mr.  Bond  moved  a  reowdderation  ot  the 
vote  by  whidi  the  last  matter  was  ag^ved  to ; 
and,  after  a  desultory  dtseaasian  by  Uema, 
BoHD,  lonxojr,  and  Bwa^ 

Mr.  WiLUAUS,  of  Keotncky,  said  tiiat,nflMF 
than  peril  a  bill  opon  which  the  temporary 
existence  of  the  Government  depended,  npon  a 
mere  point  of  etiquette,  he  shomd  demand  the 
previoQS  qnestion ;  and  it  was  seconded,  car- 
ried, and  the  main  qaeatioa  ordered  and  put, 
when  the  Honse  renued  to  reconsider — ayes 
64,  nays  84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OAMBUUH^the  ^Hue 
went  into  Committee  on  the  Uniui,  Mr.  Bnuoa 
in  the  chair. 

The  Hoose  cononrred  In  the  reatdotion  of  the 
Senate  to  suspend  the  19th  and  17th  Jdnt  ndea 
of  the  Honae^  so  as  to  pass  a  J<^  raaolotion  to 
provide  for  the  dbtnbotifHi,  in  part,  of  the 
Madison  papers. 

The  jomt  resolution  was  soon  after  reodved, 
and.  having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  Wise  briefly  supported  it. 

Mr.  PsTBiKiH  was  not  opposed  to  the  resolo- 
tion,  hot  he  would  take  that  occasion  to  re- 
mark that  the  charge  broogfat  by  Mr.  Bill 
against  the  Senate  was  now  provtta  to  be  on- 
founded. 

The  reaolution  was  then  pot  on  its  third 
reading,  uid  the  qoestion  being  on  its  pa»> 

"Sr.  Dbouooou  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays ; 
but  they  were  refoaed,  and  the  resolntioa  was 
passed  witlioot  a  ^vision.  « 

ji^ovrnfnent, 
Mr.  OusHXAK,'  from  the  Joint  (Committee 
wjwinted  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that,  unless  he 
had  fbrtber  communications  to  make,  both 
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HoDMB  were  readj  to  close  the  present  session, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty, 
and  were  informed  hy  toe  Preddent  that  he 
had  no  farther  oommanioatioiL  bat  he  wished 
the  members  all  a  safe  and  hap^  retom  to 
their  homes.  ■ 

A  motion  was  made  br  Ur.  OomroK  that  the 
Hoase  s^oam  without  oaj^  when 

The  SnuKBB  rose,  and  addreaied  the  House 
as  foUows: 

Otntlenun  of  the  S6at»  of  SepreamtaHiiM : 

In  taking  leara  <tf  this  body.  In  all  probabiU^  for- 
eTer,  emoUons  are  exoUed  lAldi  no  Ungua^  can 
•deqnatelr  coDvey.  When  I  look  beck  to  the  period 
irtien,!  fint  took  mr  seat  ia  tltlq  House,  snd  then 
look  around  me  for  thoee  irtio  were  at  that  time  mf 
BflWMjiateB  here,  I  find  but  few,  very  few,  remaining. 
But  fire  membieis  who  were  here  with  me  fourteen 
years  ago,  contisne  to  be  members  of  this  body.  Xy 
'■erricelwrehaal>eenoonstantBiidUbor]ouB.  lean, 
p^iape,  aay  wliat  trnt  few  otli^  if  any,  can — ^ttut  I 
haTe  not  failed  to  attend  the  <buly  sitUogs  of  ttiis 
House  a  dngle  day  since  I  hare  been  a  member  of  it, 
saTe  oa  a  tingle  oooadon,  when  prevented  for  a  abort 
time  t^' indispositioD.  In  mteroourse  with  the 
membern  of  this  body,  when  I  oocnpied  a  place  upon 
the  floor,  though  occaaionally  engaged  ia  debates 
luwn  iotemting  puUic  questituis,  ana  of  an  exdting 
character,  It  is  a  source  <tf  unmingled  gratiflcaUon  to 
me  to  recur  to  the  ftct,  that  on  no  occaaon  was  there 
the  digbtest  personal  or  unpleasant  collision  with 
any  of  its  members.  Uaintaining,  and  at  all  times 
ezpreenng,  my  own  opinions  fiimiy,  the  eame  right 
was  fuUy  conceded  to  others.  Our  discussions  were 
at  that  ^e  conductod  with  that  courte^  and  deco- 
xouL  and  respeet  lor  the  ownlon  of  outers,  whidi 
oufflterertoiMeTallfaiademieraaTeaaBomtOT.  For 
four  years  past  the  atadon  I  hare  occiqriec^  and  a 
sense  of  propriety,  in  the  divided  and  unusually  ex- 
dted  state  of  public  opinion  snd  feeling,  which  has 
existed  both  in  tills  House  and  in  the  country,  have 
fweelttded  me  from  partidpating  in  your  debates. 
Other  duties  were  ns^ied  me. 

The  h^  oSce  <^  E^aker,  to  wfaldi  It  has  been 
twice  the  pleasure  this  House  to  elerate  me, 
baa  been  at  all  times  one  of  labor  and  high  re- 
ipondbiti^.  Its  difficult,  and  often  delicate,  duties 
bare  been  ftally  appreciated  and  fteely  expressed  by 
all  my  predeoeesors.  They  hare  all  bome  testimony 
to  the  diffloulty,  nay,  impoadbility,  of  disobarging  its 
duties  with  entire  aaUsfaction  to  all,  espedaUy  in  sea- 
sons of  Ugh  poUtioal  or  party  excitement  Whilst 
they  have  borne  tUs  testhnony,  I  tfdnk  I  may  truly ' 
affirm  that  none  of  them  hare  had  a  aererer  orde^ 
to  pass  than  has  UJlea  to  my  lot.  Frequent  hare 
heea  the  occasionfl  when,  but  for  the  indn^ent  and 
liberal  support  at  all  tinjes  ^ven  to  me  by  this  House, 
I  dwold  have  been  utterly  unaUe  to  jHeserve  that 
order  and  deoonun  wiiiefa  should  ever  attend  the 


ddiberadons  of  the  repreeentatins  of  the  ftt^ 
It  has  been  made  my  duty  to  decide  store  qneaiM 
of  pariiamentary  law  and  of  nder,  nnny  of  tixsi 
a  complex  and  difficult  dbaiactflr,  arisug  cAci  ii  At 
midatofld^  exritement,  la  ttteeoaiM  «( wn. 
ceedii^  than  had  been  dedded,  it  b  bdned,  b^d 
my  predeceeeots,  from  the  foundatiaB  of  Ail  Qora» 
ment  This  House  lias  uniformly  mtabiediH^  lift. 
oat  distinction  of  the  political  parties  of  ulndi  it  b 
been  compoeed.  Our  records  will  show,  thit  npia 
the  numerous  appeals  whidi  iure  l>ee&  taka  to  tbt 
House,  I  have  been  sustained  by  both  politiGil  nitit!, 
and  often  by  dedded  and  large  mt^jorhitt.  nngk 
doubtleas  I  may  often  hare  fidlen  into  erroriDtmafl- 
ly  deciding  novel  questions,  suddenly  raised,  I  tral  i 
was  not  on  points  material,  and  Iknovitwm 
intended.  I  return  to  this  House  my  dwb  fir 
thdr  constant  support  In  the  disduoge  of  the  utea 
and  difficult  duties  I  have  had  to 

But,  gendemen,  my  admowledgmeBls  ite  Vft- 
dally  due  to  the  01^0^*7  of  thii  Eomt  ftrthal^ 
and  flattering  erideooe  they  have  girea  ate  of  W 

r-obation  of  my  conduct  as  the  prendii^  dBcer  i 
House,  by  the  resolution  you  hare  beea  jimi 
topaas.  Ir^ardthisastheUs^MstandmoitnM  ' 
terthnonisl  I  have  ever  reorired  from  thii  Hum, 
because  I  know  that  the  drcumstancea  mtder  iMA  | 
it  has  passed  has  made  it  matter  of  tabstttiee,nd  I 
not  of  mere  fonn.  I  r^ard  it  as  of  infinitaijiKR 
value  than  if  It  had  been  the  eomnm  itMB4-  \ 
course  and  customary  resolution,  whidi,  in  tlie  cw 
tesy  uaually  prevaiBng  between  the  proifflK  <*« 
and  &e  members  of  any  delitt^rative  snenbly,  b  ^ 
ways  passed  at  the  dose  (^thdrdeUbenAno.  ^tt 
is  unmeaning — is  indiscriminatdy  confencd-iii 
mere  act  of  oourte^,  and  poseeeeee,  campentin^i 
but  little  value.  I  retuni  to  the  m^oti^af^ 
House,  iriiat  I  dncerdy  feel,  my  giatefid  OubAr 
this  hi^  evidence  of  ttidr  approbation  wai  np4 
^ven,  as  It  has  been,  at  a  time  of  h^pait;eid» 
ment,  which,  in  the  accomplishment  ch  putj  ai 
political  objects,  but  too  often  disregards  ill  olB^ 
condderationa.  I  shall  hear  it  in  patefd  tfBf* 
brance  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  hfe. 

.  I  trust  tlushi^  office  mayin  fotoretlBMsbeilH 
as  doulrtlees  It  will  be,  by  abler  men.  It  tmAi 
know,  be  filled  by  any  one  who  will  devote  lava 
witii  more  2mI  and  untiring  industry  to  do  tiii^^ 
duty  than  I  have  dtme. 

We  are  now  attout  to  separate,  many  of 
agdntomeet   I  wish  you,  gendemen,  a  aft  tttai 
to  your  fitmiliea  and  fiiends;  and  ^latenrm"' 
speotlve  fliture  destinies  may  be,  m  pnj^ 
beneflomt  and  overruling  Providence  fa, thaiw* 
tore  Uvea  may  be  useAd  and  happy. 

The  Spbakkb  then  annoonced  that  the  Honsi 
stood  a^onmed  without  day.  , 

The  Hooae^  at  two  o'dook,  a^joonn 
alM^aff, 


* 


Digitized  by 


INDEX  TO  VOL.  XIII. 


Ajoam,  Job*  Qcuror,  BqmMatatiTe  trom  UuHohoaetta, 
400;  on  lUmjr  peHUoiu,  8;  i*IatlT«  to  B«miiM>l«  ho*- 
ttUtUtiU;  MLtlMadmiirioiiorHlcUgw,M;  ontbead- 
ibMm  of  AAhm,  S8;  OB  the  dooMM  of  HadlMii, 
9>;  m  oopTitfit  to  ftmlsMn;  MS;  pments  ftboUttoa 
potWopt,  964,  KO;  9M;  OK  tho  Sxplorlsg  EzpedltlM, 
a»;  pcMntiftpoiltlok  from  TndNiakibais^  SU;  «u 
DmfttwM^r<t«oilnM^SM;oBaapotttlonfhNiidmi, 
SM;  OIL  noolatlon  of  oonnin,  ffn;  his  ezpIuatloB 
t^imt  ft  rMolntlca  of  eoMnte,  888;  on  oom^oadaneo 
with  lCutleo,4a;  on  tmnir  BotM,4n;  «n  tlu  Hl»- 
AalpploleatlM,  4lt;  onth«  Flbrida  War,  ttStt;  on  Fst- 
ton'atwoliitlotiiiOU;  on  Antl-ibTaijpotitbHii,  6S>;  on 
Toxu  atUMXftdon,  eST ;  ptMwto  Aattokrorj' pottttaw^ 
ns;  oatholUmbouidHTiW.  £MAda0,TolfcS^8; 

dMM MmtafM.—S»«M^  Toli.  1, & 
^(^(wmMMi  ^CJm^Mt.— iSm  i«d«B,  rola.  7,  lOl 
Admiralt  i»  fiU  Xa9V.—Stt  InOtm,  toIi,  ^  U 
J/Hean  Saw  <mdSlap«ti/,r-iS»» Mm,  niM.it  tiioA  A- 

dam,  ToL  8,  AoMry. 
Jtflriwu  vaptm-td^—SitMtu,  Tol  ft 

^toftoMM,  mo  te  PiMUaat  la  181^  S80i 
Ai.EU3niB^  A     B^NNBtitlvo  flt«n  (Olo^  4fL 

AxTOKD,  ,  B«pr«MQtAtiTo  from  niiiiigli.  SM;  oa  ro- 

eelTtng  ■  potltloa  from  alftvoa,  SST. 
Alff«r{H4  War.— St*  Ind*t,  joL  L 

AlUffiano*,  forttgn.—SM  Indtm,  ToL  Ij  alw  AAti^Tolt. 

S,  8k  ^  JlQNiMiNoK. 
A^.A^^ Cmiaoa; BopwoantMttToftwtt KaatiiBky,i. 

AuiU.  Hoiu]r,B«pMa*Kl«ttTO  from  Tmiuiat,8|  4001  A* 

Adtm,  Toll.  11,  U. 
Allkh,  Johk  W.,  BopTOoatattw  from  Ohio,  4ft.  S—ln- 

d«a\ToLU. 

AuEX)  Thovm,  otootod  priDtor  to  the  Hoob^  4ft. 

Aluh.  Wiuum,  Boutor  from  Ohio,  905, 889;  on  Tonaont 
twdatioiu,  068;  on  bank  iwt«  tut  OoTUuiHat  dneo, 
MB;  oatbelau«flrjiidritBTknltinlHk«. 
aw,  ToL  19. 

.Ain«wf «MMl  ^  M«  Jbwnwf  4^  tto  Bourn. -Sn  Ate 

TeL7. 


^NMNdtaanf  ^IIU  OMiMflwitoa— £M  Ad«Bk      1, 9;4,  Oh 

AmtoA  TwveoL— Xa  tha  Soiwte, » i^ort  OB  the  ntomo- 
TleloCTSa 

Ajrr  DABimr'fl  i7i>m->SM  Indem,  T(d&  1, 1, 8, 4,  D,  11. 
Axsnsoii,  HvflH  J.,  BepreMntatlTe  from  Haine,  460. 
Axvnaov,  Jobk,  the  eaae     am  Jitdei^  toI  8,  Sribtry. 
AsDixwa,  JoBX  T.,  BopreaeDtatlTe  from  New  ToA,48a 
Axmon,  Jonra  BL,  SepnetBtattTo  from  PoBD^raiila,  & 

AnuBT,  QnjtAX,  aflkUTlt  on  lanAm  of  Anwrhmn  wl^ 
fin 

AppoMmtHU,  SBtoitUw.—S»»  Indete,  roL  & 

Appropriation*.— hi  the  Honae,  a  blQ  reportad,  MT;  re- 
marki,  H7,«48. 

rnaetpandcd.— In  tho  Benata,  amotion  to  print  report 
itf  tha  Beeratarj  on,  68;  an  arorofwlaUon  too  late  to  bo 
wad  tUa  jeor,  68 ;  ottteeti  for  which  appropriatad,  68; 
OUaa  nnnanal  dqpartnra  fhan  the  ordbwj  ptMtloe  of 
tho  Beaata,  89;  oraiT  ozerttoa  to  bo  made  to  defeat  tho 
dapodtUn,69.  5M/Mte^T0ls.l,S,8,4,S;T,^Il. 
ArduU  J^Hritt  to  lh»  yavr-Se*  Indeed  toL  la 
Arkantat,  admittitm  t^.—la  the  Honae,  the  Mil  oonaldered, 
99;  notiee  of  amotlonforthealaTarjreatrietlon,  S9;  tho 
notion,  89 ;  loa^  80;  UH  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  Si; 
puiad.8L 

Si^plainaatvr  report  prepared  hj  Ur.  John  Q.  AtU 

■mitSl;  report  Ml 
^rteiwaa,  vote  Ibr  Prerfdeat  In  189i  980l 
Aribanmu  T$rrUorjf.—8M  Indtm,  toL  t,  TnrUoilM. 
Arlantai  WMUm  Svtmdaiy^-'^  ^tdax,vdl$.T,S, 
■  Arauny,  WitUm.—S»t  Indm,  toL  a 
Armv.—St»  ImUa,  rola.  1,  9, 4,  S,  T,  la 
Army  JhttrUon^  prw9tm1io»  ^.—Bh  Indta,  vol.  S,  and  A- 

<I«B^  vol  9,  i^aaarMaii, 
Abb,  Hiokabl  W.,  Bapraaoatattve  from  Pannajltanla,  8L 
^■w.  WnumH^B^raBeBtatlvoframllliiogri,!  Ao 

Ate  lit 
AmamtnaUM  «f  Oa  PrtHO^  atUmpUASu  Indta, 

T0LI9. 

J«ta«Ut  (M  Oa  iVaaUaMfa  Aeratary.-^  Jnte  voL  ia 
Atkbbtoic,  CHABLsa  J.,  BepreeentatlTe  from  New  Ramp- 

■hlio,480;  on  poatpwtlng  the  toarth  Inatriment,  4T8;  oa 

tho  rVti  «f  tho  Booth,  nft 
.iNaolb  eia  Aa  CbrolfR*-^  the  Boaaa,  a  nadnthw  of  liK 

qatrj  r^ve  to,  aolMiiitted,  616,  TUl 
^tfMwr  ffaMTWi;  4|lpa  «E-Am  Jiite  tcL  !& 
ATomg,  Joo  B.,  BapmiBtBllTo  from  Hbw  Joa^y,  UP. 
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SaJkama  JKmbi— >Sm  /iwtav,  toL  9. 
Bahxt,  JnmAR,  BrpmMntatlT*  fttnn  Halne,  & 
3aUiaior«  cmd  Ohio  Baiiroad.—84*  JiuUai,  vol  Iti 
ScMmtn'atUi  Watklmgtom  JtmarMd.  Stt  htdm,  Td. 
It 

JhMb  otid         fUMTM  ^— Is       Rmi^  •  nport  on* 

Ml. 

Am*         mutaf  AfartM— In  tlM  Houb,  •  Mil  nportod  to 
ponidi  tli0  re-lBsne  of  tlia  note  of  Um  United  BUtM 
Bftnk,  807 ;  *  naotnttra  relallT«  to  n-lMoo  of  doU*  e( 
flODfldflrad,  9U. 
lBtlMS«Mto,Npottoaftpatttt<mlbi^408;  pnTcrof 

I«  Oe  Hmm,  a  iwolatlM  that  U  b  iMxpodlent  to 

tk»MwlotIaB,Mr.  8m  Mms  vvb.  1, 8, 4,  B,  7,  t,  II, 
11 

JM;  JWm  0ofwwNM(  i>iMi:— In  th«  Benato,  •  np^ 
on  the  naolntloB  to  maka  bank  notea  ieMiva]>{e,  ««6 ; 
motlua  to  print  o&nied,  468 ;  80,000  eopiM  cffilerod,  S«S. 

Jtamka,  IkpoaUf^  tbe  •  raolntton  to  taqutra  Into 

«OMUarad,»;  imsndnuBt  aured,  19 ;  wattbe  Infor- 
maOoDMnUaf in  SmMm,^l-VL 
Bank  4^  Affawd.— >8m  Ada^  toI.  1L 
BaxA,  Johx,  BepnaentaUre  from  Pennsjlmtla,  8.  <Sm 

Atte,  Tola.  11,  la. 
Baxxs,  Lonr,  BepnaentotlTc  from  Tlrglnla,  0T9l 
Samhrtiptev,  Law  4^,  appUealtU  to  SaidU^la  Ote  Senatt, 
ADiothntodladiatfatba  oonuaUtee,  440;  tbe  noom- 
neadaOoB  of  tlw  nmmgt,  449;  oltfaetlmia  twvftU, 
m;  ooorfrtNi^  of  tha  FMldaat  la  making  » 
iMODunandatlw,  449 ;  the  MoomnaadattOBflf  thetnea- 
ana, 400;  oonatttationalrVtand  •tpodlnHT of  pM- 
lAS  snoh  an  act,  450 ;  power  to  paaa  tiaakrapt  lawB  Klran 
In  the  eonatltoClon,  400 ;  Conmaala  not  eonflned  Uke 
the  Jndldaiy  to  the  En^lah  atatntorj  dettniilona,  431 ; 
wa  an  not  oonflnad  to  the  naodani  Ed|^  aecepUtlan 
of  tbetarm  &aiifa'a!fi<;4U;  Mta  paiaed  br  Parllamuit 
npoathUraI))«et,4ta;  utnt  ttf  thoaa  aoti,  498 ;  proof 
ftan  SDi^pneodaDta,  4D8;  4o  ba^npt  lawa  oidl- 
aatOj  extend  to  moneyed  coiponttau,  It  ta  ukad,  4U ; 
tk*  (oeetton  of  oorponUon  uklkbUUr  la  Si^bod,  4U ; 
aneh  laws  ordlnarllj  eztand  to  eotpontiona,  4BS;  pr»o- 
tloalutUieonBtiy,  400;  Itlaaald  the  at||eet  of  bank- 
rapt  kwa  haa  no  relatloa  to  enmner,  400, 400 ;  act  of 
1TM,4M;  buka  of  drcolatlon  are  the  fltteat  snlf|eoto 
ibrbaiikniptbw^4B7i  Uuee  ummI  rltal  prohibitions  of 
•veoMtttattaonowtioadBnaBdarltm^dSS;  It  la  add 
iMBkrapterlanaaTeta  ranedr to  vpljr to  banka,408; 
motion  to  diaehatfe  UM  orer,  4S8 ;  a^ned  to,  4B». 

In  the  Honse,  an  ia^nliy  relative  to  a  bill  respecting, 
468;  opinion  of  the  Pieatdant  wk«&  a  taenbar  of  the 
Senate,  408;  eonrse  of  the  «™ffilttt>t  ueaitatB,  469; 
win  not  report  a  bill,  47& 
BmiJtrmpI  AtLSf  ImOm,  toU.  S,  8,  T. 
AHToofet  al  JRw  <Mea«ar^  A«lM^  ToL  9. 
BAnrair,  Sunm,  BapnaeatattTeftom  New  Toik,  & 
JWww  at  Vtm  OrUamt.-JBM  Mea^  voL4;  d«.  al  SL 

ZotUt,  aae  InOm,  toL  8. 
Batud,  Biosuo  H.,  on  the  admUtton  of  lOeUfaa,  68'; 
Mttbe  ezponglng  resolution,  180;  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, SS9;  on  the  snb-Treaanrj,  48S ;  offen  expnnglDg 
reaoladona,  008;  on  Calhonn'a  reaolntlona,  B08.  iSm 
iiMla^ToLll 

Vmaim.  jAina  31.  IL,  BepraaeataUvo  fhnn  Tliglala.  Su- 

7«Mt«,T0LljL 

Bku,  Bmt«a  it,  BapraaariatlTC  Item  Vnw  BkapaUn, 
&  AaJMaH^ToLU, 


BunnauT,  S^sun,  BaynsataUta  ftoa  Hev  lmt,t\ 
on  admltdny  the  MIdMpa  tipfWWtoUis,ll.  tmb. 
<tM^  Tola.  11,11 

BuTTT,  Tnuui,  Bapnaa&taHTC  ftaa  PsMhak 
480. 

BuviUMU^  efata  AMfaik  VDh.  It  ^  1^  t,  & 

Baairxon,  AKinuw,  BepfMcnfadlTa  ftvm  Pmrin^i 

Aaiiidaa^TDLll 
Banna,  — ,  BepresentotlTe  from  Hew  Terk,  m, 
Bmaxn,  AxDnaw,  BepreasntatiTe  frofn  Tlr|laU,  ttk 
Stiffbim,  trade  ipfO^In  the  Benata,  UU  islaUn  to  tti 
dntlaa  <n  Belgiom  Toaaals  and  caifMs  eowUtta^Hl; 
ItB«)4aet,19l;  oomparatlTestatoef  DsldaaliaMl- 
aan  tona^  198 ;  the  oanao  of  dUhnaea^  191 

Baia,  Jonn.  BepreaeataUTe  from  Tsoimit^M;  «fc 

poslta  with  the  Btotai,  809 ;  on  the  Ibrtifleatta 
SaO;  onthedeathaf  jBmeaStaBdUkr,4U;(a|qM 
of  speele  to  memben,  462 ;  on  the  fauth  iMtilnrt 
406;  on  treamrr  aotea,  49T ;  on  the  tnaiiiTf  Dmy 
S16:onthedeathorcille7,  68(L  Sm Iit4M,-nk.7,h, 
11,11 

BanoXiTaoiui  H^^vea  aMIeaof  thsespasfi^niri^ 
llon,BT;  c^i  lt.8B;  oathafimaiT  diusUi.»; 
adtnWon  cf  Mhfcttan,  6B;  oa  aacapMasl  tff^ 
tlena,68;  on  the  sdmladoii  of  lUeUpa, II  tt; « 8t 
ezpnsgfaigreaelatloa,  99 ;  oa  dUarbanee  la  Ot  pM^ 
106;  on  the  treasnrj  drealar,  189;  on  tk*  fcrttfada 
bill,  191;  Senator  from  MiMetiri,  888;  ontnMifTim 
886;oBtbesab-Treasnr7,886;  onthelawsftaib^ 
418;  oaamaUBete%866;oa  books  Ibr  BMib«,  81; 
OB  the  Independant  traneaiy,  848;  am  bmuj  mat, 
m;  «BthanofldaWBr,8BB;  anOa  JbailhlirtM 
T0S;«Bnltdatle4in;  oatfTOraalaaft  W;iiW 
panhasM^  780^  779,774,  no.  A« /ad  ct^  nk  T,  M  !^ 
11,  a 

BicKXXLL,  Bancs^  Bepreanatatire  from  New  T«i.«l 
BtDDLB,  KiOB^aD,  BcpreMDtatlTfl  from  P«Darrtnit^8l; 

OB  banknipt  laws,  408 ;  on  treasurj  nolH,  M. 
.Mtt.  JKhmt-^  Men,  ToL  1. 
Bianuu,  Saxub,  BeprsesntotiTa  from  How  Ta^  NL 
Bnop  Fu»ab~iSss  iMi^  ToL  IL 
Blmk,  Joek,  Banator  ftem  UUMft^  W;  Mfpill 

aeat  In  the  Senate,  817.  Ae/iuMvoLll 
Burn*  Btraa  cheeen  prlnten  to  the  HoaM^i 

BhM  UgUt  aa  itgnaU  to  Me  4nemy.—Se»  MtB,  tcL  I. 
Bocva^  AaaawAK,  BepffeaentotlYe  from  Htw  T«t  ^ 

AeAdM^ToLU 
BoHis  VtuiAif  K.,  B^treaeatattTO  fton  Ofchs  4;  ■  8t 

diatdbntloa  of  booka,  880. 
JBsKa,piiMAws^^lB  «w  Kooae,  afMoMtanWnk 
15;  Its  extant,  18;  worts  la  prin^  11;  tbi  isMkU 
adopts  the  praeedent  set  b]r  monbeis  «f  th*  W  0» 
gresa,  16 ;  more  important  la  a  paUle  tfcss  pNi 
aeaae,  16 ;  example  of  the  British  GawuMait  ^  ^ 
tnasarr  fbU.  11 

Hotlm  to  strike  ost  flnm  tba  spfrepl4l«M 
amoont  tor  the  United  Stataa  DoeaatBts?  BM. 
17;  abIndlK«0Btnwt«dit^l7;Babtfnritoli*ili 
oat,U;  InqMsllton, IT;  oztrMslsftomaa  wba^II; 
Hasard^  work,Ttewi  of  Congress  «^  II 

notion  to  notuy  the  eontnteton  to  dkemtbM  * 
WOTk,  19;  original  motloa  toat,  19. 

A  reaolntloQ  relatlre  to,  enisldersd,  611;  sH  "t^' 
tares  except  for  the  oidlaatj  pnrpoaea  of  tk*  BoaN  p** 
Ubitod,818;  tbeBewmembenAottMbtFl»<«>^ 
sBnteJlMrtlngaathooU,890;  aot  tied  ap  br  >^ 
■IlBdad  to,  890;  proflao  UTarlablr  |aa>i  *! * 
tiiolvtlw  looki  dno  to  tko  pawiaal  beatft  tf* 
BMBibM^  8II ;  MMtaOoa  pMM^  811 ;  aaM  ti 
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lkinMtattwtott»lllmir««ntttet,188;  nftnim 
*M  m  iMd,  Uf;  «U  ■bottld  to  awn*  aUki,  18>; 
■mandiMBti  pnpoMd,  ISB. 

IB  tk»  Besita, » Jolid  iMoUkK  oOmd,  «8T;  U4  «• 
t]MtaUa,«T. 

StMlntton  offsrwd  In  IIh  BMHy  nd  ofdntd  to  ft 

IithcSaiut^ftnotloiito  iMk*  «it  the  ^pn^fto- 
tliw,tNi  Mt  «f  thi  AlWMi  ofthtOvmmeBtiTn; 
drtslk,  T»;  BBottM  euiled,  T6t  1 

BoBM  diMflTM,  m ;  BnmXt  iaaUt  inJ  ■  eoafcreaee 
■A*d,fn;  npatttTnidaUto,  Tn;  boUi  HooMaeoa-  ] 
ear,  778. 

BeM)stl«BNkUv»tot)i»M»dlMiip4Mn,1T8;wbMi  ] 
did  it  put  the  SMHtof  Tl*i  ninarks  a>  to  tlw  tSme 
whsB  th«  motottoii  pwMd,  ns,  T»;  drimUd  uid 
ftdeptod,  m,TT&  ^  ImOm,  toL  li 

Boaa^BAtwy  Bnnwuftl'tlw  ftwn  ladlma,  4,  Ol;  cn  de- 
ptrftmif  th  tb>  SIrtM,  HT.  Am         Toll.  11,11, 

BouKt,  Navbajou.  Bl,  BifnNBtatIn  from  lEwMha- 
Htti,8,«0L 

Bovunr,  Jau  W,,  Bepnwntatlre  from  Tlrsli>l>,Si<W; 
OB  roMlvtng  B  peUtfam  frMn  iteTW,  W;  ob  d^edto 
«tthtt»StotM,US;oBfliBdBibrM«Ml  diMi,8»;  ob 
the  TnuniT  Note  blU,  518.  Am  iMm^  Toh.  11,  U. 

BoTS%  ICunut     It«pr«Mntfttlv«  from  New  Tcnk,  8. 
BoTB,  LTxa.  BapMMBtaUra  tnai  Kmtaakr,  A. 
Bnwtt,  (f/WrtwttA.— iSm  Ii%€Um,  toI  10. 

A-MOMofar  4nt  tie />«fmM»v  — ^  AdM^  Tdl.  8. 
AvMf  AmO.— Am  Ad«^  0. 
Bmin,  GaoMii  aepwwBtBttr*  tewt  Mt— litaiMtti,  a,4M; 

«v  pwtimnlin  tiM  iMzth  lartalmaiit,  SnAdm, 

ToLia. 

JMIM  Aggr4miaM  9»  OHnflMrwA— Ah  AdM),  toL  S. 

Colonial  Tradi^-St  l^itm,  rote,  t,  U. 
BrltUk  JniriffU4$.—8**  Ind»a,  toL  4. 
AfHcA  iiMMUitm  (/^nMHoM  Ai>a— In  tba  8«n»U,  b  ma«- 
MWanlBUTata,679;  Impottuoe  of  Mtkn,  671 

In  tbsHaue,  mMMfO  ud  oomipMidaMB  nlatlTO  to 
tlM  BttMfc  OB  tb*  CBniUno,6Tltm;n'BMBWiBo»d, 
5191  iMoouwsbonldbotakuUMtwotilApbMaiJnB 
«iri)tefMitt«atoBa^BBd,(RS;  gmtor  disporitlon  to 
iwtko  var  on  tb«  Admlnjatntlmi  tbu  oa  En^and,  &T5; 
flint  MowtmlB  wM  to  to  bUma,  CTS ;  our  nmtnUtr  bws 
paual,  not  pfeT«DttT«,  6T& 

In  the  8«Mte,  aaiiM  mMMf*  tod  comvondaaM  n- 
eelved  ud  relbmd,  5T& 
Ib  tha  Houa,  BtDtMaf*  mUIto  tOt  ML 
JHM*  JBxMar,  OMdtMt  4<.--Am  JMm^  Td.  i 
.SHNM.  flwvMMt «»  a*  AWa  y  J(Mmi— tte  BaMUk  • 
uMaMsaftomtbaFraaldaiitreUtlTa  to^TH;  atdandto 
ba  printed,  704. 
BritUk  W«al  India  n^Mds^St  IndM,  toI-L 
JMiOpy.— Am  Adaoi,  toL  fl. 

BnoDHiAD,  JoBir  G,  BepreaaatBtlTa  ftwn  Hav  400. 

BBonoUt  lu^  H.(  BepraaantattTa  fnm  Hew  Tork,  4W; 
on  tba  Tiaaaur  Note  bUl,  619 ;  oat  the  atteok  on  the 
Ctoflno.  TO;  on  the  MliiliiUpl  alaotton,  W;  on  tha 
d«alh«rGlUar.ni;  MtkoEzploclii(S]9adUfon.4M 

Bnowv,  Bbdkwd,  BaaatOT  from  ETorth  ObtoUbb,  SM;  on 
the  BdmtMloBiif  HhiUgan,  60 ;  on  abolition  in  tha  Dla- 
triot  of  CcrinmblB,  U8;  on  poatpoDtng  tha  ftnirth  tnatal- 
ment,  857 ;  on  the  Bnb-TnMurjr,  480 ;  od  treaanrr  notes, 
flT4;  on  tba  fbsrth  Inatalmant,  Til;  on  North  CaroUna 
TMolntfana,  181,  T8&  844  JntUa,  roh.  11, 13. 

Bnown,  Jomm  W..  BipwaantBttTa  from  How  YaHt,  8.  Am 
Jiid«^.voL18L 

.SMWi,  JSnmi^  JiliimfiHi  «!-In  a»  HaHft,B  Un  tar 
tlw  nlur    ooMUvti,  Md ;  Ml  flf  tk«  Msmid;  MB 


tha  Qoromnrat  allow  tha  IndauBl^r  948;  UtaOhero- 
kaea  wen  ragaidad  a»  In  a  state  of  aml^  at  that  Unte, 
84&;  he  was  not  bejond  tha  pale  vt  the  pmteetlon  of 
eoTeniment,S4«;  bUowIbr  thla  driao,  It  to  add,  wfll  tak- 
tndoea  B  new  poUor  In  OBT  OoTonnnant,  841 

HoJbnndadon  In  prind^  te  the «lalBS 9tt;  adaA 
that  tte  am  nil-  was  nMde  In  Uma  of  peBoa,8fT; 
tmtlaa  with  tha  Oharoluea,  847;  eflbots  of  war  on 
«toli»,848;  bill  lost,  341 
Bmmr,  Ajkdmxw  D.  BepreaentatlTe  from  Haw  YoA, 
440; 

BcoHAJua,  Axsuw,  Bo^aHStatlTe  from  Pennsjlvanto,  8, 
4«a 

BoouuK,  Jam,  on  aa  adiatodon  of  WaUpn,  TO,  78, 78 ; 
on  tha  o^anglDf  raablnttMi,  118;  on  tU  memorial  of 
anOoloiMlM8adofy.l88;  oneopjristatto  knl^ 
011,188;  (A  trade  with  Belglnm,  181;  r^orts  on  Mexi- 
can BflUn,  104;  Senator  from  PeBOerlnnla,  880;  on 
poa^oidnitha  Bnutb  inatalmeat,  804-850 ;  ontbemb- 
Tresinrr,  438;  on  the  ezponging  naoIatloB,  OH;  oB 
aboUtlon  paUaons,80S;  on  Oalhoni)^  reaidntloBB,  568, 
888, 80S,  808,  OOe,  808;  onnsatialieUtlODa,  «88;  on  reU- 
ttonawlth  Mezioo,8<0r8Sl;  relative  to  deftndliv  ttlO 
Udno  bomdaiy.  Ill,  T81 

Md  JTaw  Ortami  BoaI^-Am  JiWbd^  T«L  11. 
BtiBOK,  BunnL,  KepeaantatlTo  from  Tennaaeee,  4.  Am 
indM,  ToL  18. 

Bram,  BoBxn,  BepiaauitattTe  from  How  BuapbUre,S. 

See  Iitdtm,  vol  18. 
AMtoaw  -SWra  SmWor.— In  the  Hooaa,  raeotatlona 

raUtlTO  to,  eonaldered,  488, 488. 
Bnv^  Awn  Jl,  report  on  aboUtltRi  patltloM.  1S|  Hp»- 
■ntaUnlNnirwdlOM<dlM,4aOk  AMBsdH^ToLll 


0 

CAUOint,  WnxuM  B^  BopraaantatlTa  from  UaHMbnaettB, 
8,4001 

CuaooK,  JoKK,  BopreoantattTO  from  KentaWkr,  4, 401 
Cunom,  Jont  O,  on  dopaalti  with  the  Btataa,  ei ;  «■  Mft- 
expended  iVpnipriattoHi,  08;  onthaBdBlHloaof  UeU- 
gan,  00,  TO,  T8;  <«  the  exponglDg  reaclntlon,  108;  on 
printtag  tbe  Marjland  memorial,  158;  on  the  memorial 
of  tbe  Coloalaatlon  Bodatj,  188, 104;  on  eopjnlgU  to 
fbrelgnara,  188 ;  <m  oonnthig  the  TOtaa  for  Prealdent,  180; 
on  liberation  of  ^Tee  bj  British  anthMttlaa,  168 ;  on  Oe 
dbtrilmttonqaeatlen,904;  Beoator  flrom  Booth  Carolina, 
880;  n  poa^KHtlnf  the  fbnth  Inalalmant,  808;  on 
Uiiaiiiij  nnfM.ltnt:  ob  tho  attb-Troasaiy  UU,874;  on 
rtMUthw  patttloM,  0BT,  B80t  081 ;  <m  Teimont  resoln- 
tioH,  B88;  on  hia  tiartrj  resolntlone,  088,  OTD,  sn,  680, 
881,888;  oBdistnrbanoeatm  the  Northern  ttantlCT',  678; 
OB  Us  raaolntlOBi,  088, 584, 684, 008,085;  InraplrtoMi^ 
Clay  on  abolition,  CWt,  000, 601, 609 ;  rrlatlTa  to  hto  reoo- 
lotions,  606, 000, 008, 810 ;  on  the  Temwnt  Antl<MaTei7 
reeiriotions,  810 ;  on  Oe  Indapandant  troasnTy,  881, 841 ; 
on  pnbUo  lands,  088;  on  traasMrr  notea,  878, 874, 671^ 
m;  •>  the  tartb  iBttdiMnt,  108;  rristlTe  to  anfl- 
d»T«i7  patMou,  1W;  on  ooMdo  IntMftmwo  with 
■laf  air  In  tha  DIatrtet  of  CdnmUa,  T4&  Am  Indt^ 
TOh.  4,8. 17, 8. 10, 11, 11 
CurauLxno,  CnimoHiix  0.,  Bepraeent»tfTe  from  Hew 
Toifc,  8 ;  on  Bemlnolo  hoatUIUea,  11  on  the  appropria- 
tion bill,  80;  en  sni^aa  roTonne,  S«;  on  the  patltlon 
from  ■laTca.OTS;  on  d^tawHh  tha  BtataiSlt;  on 
ftmds  for  federal  doaa,  881;  EoppaaanlatlTe  tctm  New 
Terfc,400;  on  rafciaaaa  of  »•  moMago,  eta.,  408 ;  ob 
poa^mlBg  tto  Ama  iHlalman^  401;  oBthatasne  «f 
TMmur  «  BMnhnW  toaAi,  488;  as 
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OomuBUit  reoctrara,  4M;  «n  poe^oaiBg  tk*  flmrth 
Inftalnwnt,  400 ;  otk  ■  mitloul  bMik,<r>;  «  tntnof 
BQtM,  408;  raktiT«  to  tlie  BemliKde  Ww,  «1T ;  on  the 
dlstrlbaUon  of  books,  00;  on  trwuiuy  ootM,  8H;  i»- 
ports  ■  flnmnoUl  statement,  731.  Am  ludex,  toL  19. 

OucrBBLL,  JOBX,  EepTMODtatiTa  from  Sonth  Cai«Un«,4tt). 

CUvniLL,  BosaR  B.,  Bepitwatnttmfron  Sonth  OuOUaa, 
I,  Aa£wlM,ToLU. 

CAvniLtt  WiLiiui  BoprcMBttttT*  llroiii  Tnuwii, 
iSL 

Oanadia*  B^^Mt—SM  Indta,  vols.  %  Bl 
CantaHn  iaiitioU.'~8M  /(Mts^voLft. 

CSMa<«0ai^|PaiH%>q)E-Intk«B«ita,ftbmntatfT*  to, 

m 

Oabi,  Jon;  B>pi»nnt»Hw  ftoa  Indluu,  4  A*  JMm^ 
Toia.U,ia. 

Omw.  Tmam  BapwuaMlTO  ftnm  MM— ,  W;  de- 
OUM  o^  608. 

Oaktu,  Tiuum  fi.,  BepTMeatatlTO  from  TennesBee,  4, 
480;  on  the  pnrahua  of  Ikm^  IS ;  on  losses  la  Florida, 
688. 

OlsxT,  Zamox,  SepKScatstlve  ftom  minois,  4*  4SL 
JMm^toLU. 

CbwotM,  ooMtfresstoML— As  /tutei,  toL  S,  sad  toL 
GwMi,  BepresentitlTe  from  PmavlTuh,  & 

aumzn,  JoBx,  BepresentaUT*  thm  Smtoekr,  4|  480 ; 

on  the  Kxplortng  ExpedlCkm,  SST. 
OuKZT,  JoKir,  BepmsntitlTS  front  Ohlc^  t,  M.  As  Ik- 

AabToLU. 

Cksm,  OrnASAX     BspraswIrtlTO  flwa  Wow  Twk, 
0»Ari«A»,  BsuBKir,  BopnaentatiTO  from  AUbsms,  i,  461. 

CKdrg^  d'JJtUr4t,  appolntmenS  tff^Sea  Indeee,  toL  9. 
ChorilabU  ObSteU.~S9t  IndM,  voL  1. 
Ciusx,  JuMH,  qjfMdj  conduct  and  trial  ef.—8«*  Jftdtx^ 
ToLa 

Chxateax,  Biooaxd,  EepresentstlTO  from  Teimeiiee,  48L 
CfcMOfMats  and  IMawart  Oanak—Sf  Jndta,  toL  10. 
CK*»ap«ak4  fHgaU,  aUaokiM.-~S*4  Indtm,  vol.  & 
OKM^pfota  owe  OMd  OmoI.— iSm  Actag;  Toli.  ^  ^  IOl 
OmtM,  Tnonr,  B^nwntattTO  from  Haw  Toik,S,  4Ml 
Ckodav)  Land*,  sMnMioAmMlt  m.— As  Mete,  jdL  9. 
ChoUra,  Att<Mis.-~3m  Jhdia,  ytA.  IL 
ChLLR,  JoxATDAX,  BoprasentsttTO  from  Mslne,  480 ;  on  the 
BeminoU  Wsr,  ^9;  deoease  ot,  888;  ftmeral  of;  681 

In  the  HoDse,  a  reaolntlon  to  iBTSstigsto  the  oantas, 
titbied,  68S;  awM  tragedy  memben  of  the  Hobbs  par- 
tldpoledlii,<BS;  no  good  eaa  nmlt  from  theresdn- 
HoM,08ft;  haroflltlwrof  tlM  parties  baaacnU^  of  any 
monlddlaqnMi^r  885;  Congress  has  poww  toast  In 
ntaimot  to  the  DIstilet  of  Colombia,  888;  vhatbanaflt 
ean  reaolt from  this  InqoliyT  888;  praotloe  of  dnslUng 
flondemned,  888;  ftirther  debate,  888;  rasolnttou  adopt- 
ed, 888 ;  the  committee,  68T. 
CLAiBourE,  NAr&AMisL  H.,  BepiesentstlTe  from  Tlrgtnla, 

8.  As /iMftRi,  Tols.  10, 11, 19. 
Clawouz,  Johh  F.,  Bepresent^T^  from  MiailaBlppI,  4, 
480;  onthsdeoeass  of  DaTld DIAbw, 818 ;  rath* 
MstofB.lL'VUtiMr.sn;  MtkolUistaslivlalMtiaD, 
818. 

ObtiM  Aumetet-St  Indta,  nd.  11. 

CuKK,  JoDK  Ol,  BepteaentatlTe  from  New  York,  480;  on 

the  rab-TKasnry,  S41. 
Cuu,  WtujAM  P.,  BepresentatlTe  ftom  PennajrlTanla,  8. 

As  /futas,  ToL  19. 
Cut,  CuhxxtC.,  Senator  from  Alabama,  888;  ontfassnb- 

TrOMttix  bill,  448;  «b  pn-omptlOB,  IML 
OuT,Biat;«ftlMlsndUIl,lli  on  *'^iwipnff|1t—t^ 


latlin,lU;  ptcMoti Oe psttUsa  sf  las^ i^n^ 

181;  OB  InooTpontlBg  the  OdoilaatioB  Btcf^r,  IS;  n 
eopTTlglitto  ft>relKner%  169,184;  on  dscUon  ofFnt 
dent,  180;  on  trade  with  Betglnm,  199;  eDlbtiaan. 
latloDS,198:  on  tho  Preatdenfa  laangvatt«,n;gai 
ator  from  Kentnekf,  889;  on  twasniy  B«l«,n;a 
thBsnb-TreasnrrblU,409;  ondseSMBof  BbmIhIb^ 
H4;  on  small  notes,  6SC ;  on  ths  attaek  oa  ttMOodM, 
en;  OB  atomr  to  tha  DUrfet  sT  Oilni*li,K,gii 
SSI;  MidlitarlMiNaaMaoH<tthMiftMrtln,n;n 
Oalhoon's  resolntloDS,  006 ;  olhn  lesofaitiiis,  W;  h 
r«plr  to  Ur.  Calhoun  on  aboUtlon,  081,  OH,  M;  idi> 
tire  to  Calhonn'STSScdattona, 808,007;  <nOn|gim. 
torr,  888;  on  the  Independent  ti«Marr,8M;  taidi' 
tluis  with  Hezloo,  880;  on  ba^BolMfciOsnnM 
dneB,688  ;  0Bnorth-easUiiatuB»iaij,688; snttihrt 
iMtdment,  707;  osthsHortkCknUiiarMUhai,n; 
an  sOTar  eol^ATnilWiflB  pXltlMiftfbMd 
I)M>lotfirColBmUa,Ta;  oattalwif  wafiwI^BI 
As  AA>^  Tob.  a,  4, 5, 8^  T,  a,  IL 

CuTTOiT,  Thoxas,  Senator  from  Dekwsn,  UG,  W 

CunLAKD,  Jnsan  F.,  Bepreaentattre  from  Gewili,  I; « 

Cfarft  of  Oa  Amm&— Ae  /futa^  toL  1& 

OLOwnr,  v.  S.,  BepraasntotlTB  fromSona  ClMl^lt 
AsAAb^t«L1L 

Oo*  JMarlsft— As  XnOtm,  vols.  1,^  lal  JUm^hII 
i>Blfas. 

Cov»^  Jon^BcpresMitallvo  fr«BO«gqIa,a;dHmi^ 

Sll.  As /fMte^  ToL  li. 
Coin,  gold,— Set  Indem,  voL  19L 
<MiMi0S,  aaw.—SM  /itdM,  TOt  19. 
CirinM,fi>rttiin  tiUw.—Sta  Ittdtaa,  toIs.  8, 7,  IL 
CouB,  "Waltsb,  Beprsaentattre  from  Virginia  It  M 
OilbeMmiXlMe^  issitoria^nAs  AdSi^  nL  8 
atomHOy  mtnMir  la^-Bm  ImOtm,  nL  IL 
CWflufsolf ws  3oei^.—JM  the  Benito, »  m«DaU 
tbs  toonrporattOB  o(  ooMldatod,  188;  BoOMtinlrb 
the  Committee  on  the  IHatriet  of  Gdamtli,  W;  ti 
memOTlal  tends  to  inereaae  the  exdteaaBt,  18;  #s 
of  the  memoriallatB,  188 ;  totorfcrenea  of  tkt  Orm 
mcnt  with  this  sodetr  opposed,  183;  moTcdtoHbs 
•  seleetoommlttee,188;  flizther  debate  on  tlHi>Mla 
of  rafrionoa,  161 

HotloBtotakonptheBMBiorlallea^Ul  AM* 
Tali.«;ll. 

OoiuwMa  JWesr.  As  AA^  Tols.  i;  Bl  18i 
ChfniTurce  of  CU  ITWtsiX  AotaL-^As/nA^  TokU 
(Smmmtos  <^  As  VML— A*  Ate^  toL  \%. 
OMMuree  Ofwl  JiraotffuHoik— tta  SsaatikanidM 

roladTo  to  the  annnal  report  eftts  BemtorrfOi 

Treasnry,  S7, 81. 
Om^MMoltoit  yjfsMi»ewLi  Aa  iMs^  nk 

^JOmbm* 

Oomptntation  tf  PrmidimiamS  rifl»iVwhr«st-ft*- 
A«;Tok.l,S. 

OMf  WK— 94th  a^oonu,  888 ;  flBth  oonrtat*,  SK 

CbmMeMoui;  vote  for  Preddent  In  1888,  9Sll 

Comon,  HsmtT  BepresentatlTe  from  IT«th  Cmfin 
8,400.  A«  iiuiea^  vols.  7,  8, 10^  11, 11 

Ol»tmiMmniaapsMciai*t»  nrritorfoK-JaAiM* 
s bill  to  estabUah  the  twrftorlal  gemiMrtrflM 
881;  motlOB  that  the  toBsra  <f  aOasdrths 
daring  good  beharlor,  881;  tnooBTCBlM^W  i^'* 
the  eoBBUtatlon,881;  constltBtlon  da«  MtsriMl" 
tatrltorloB,  881 ;  motloD  lost,  881. 

£tmlsnvti,i«(ItotoJ:— As  /ndsi^  toL  11. 

QmMed  AsoMm.— As  Adso),  Tols.  1,1^  7. 

CbnNn^sitf  AgiSMSA— As  JUssv-rols.  8, 8. 

Ootitraett,  gov0m$»aiU.-~SM  litdm,  nL  8. 

Cbnfrwospstss  Mmsis  ABteL~As  AAi^  tbL 
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.  MrtrfB  Bqtt*  Hlkon,US;  tto  iiiyiwtiilMliiin  181; 
MMritr  «f  MOT''^*'  'i'  Saehnd  Bot  iMtrieUd  to 
BrttUt  nbjMta,  US;  mored  to  rafcr  to  th*  Ubnty 
«HBmtttM,lBa;  dUBotdtyof  Um  antttMit,  W;  nfbmd 
to  *  ipettal  eoninitttoet  181 ;  tether  BMiMilili,  IML 

Fnrthfli  DMsnorial^  184;  MMto,  IM. 

la  tbft  HoDM,  •>  Utq^  ngtaUag  paWlMia  te, 

OmEOM  dpMttaofe  owy  ft*  Ate^  vtL  T. 
Conm,  ■nraitf,  BiiymwMlMt  ftmn  (»do,4,46L  5m 
/wIm^  Tsb.  11, 1& 

Cuift,  KoraxT,  Beptwtttttin  from  Ybginli,  8, 408.  Am 

/mIm^  vola.  11, 19. 
CaAMM,  Jomf,  BepwutttiHTO  flom  g«w  Toik,8.  AaA- 

Oba>^  Joupk  H.,  ScpiwaAtittn  fttm  OU«t  4.  S»*  A* 

Ckakt,  Ibaao  E«preaeDUtlT«  from  McUgaii,  966, 481 ; 
on  daporito  with  Um  StatM,  81S;  oa  the  KbUm  booa- 

OHmwfii  lb  />MrM<r£<i>lM*Ma.— IB  the  H(nu^a  mw- 
■■fft«B,aB4;  Utter  frtim th« BUtriet  AttonMj, 964. 

Cntmnwii,  Jobk  J.,  m  tha  fottiflcetlon  Mil,  181,  839 ;  on 
poatponlng  the  Amith  Inwlimnt,  SST;  on  CaUuxui'i 
reaolaUou,  084;  on  pr*-«iiiptlon,  890;  <n  TNaBnTT- 
notaa,  8Ta  Sm  Indts^  rob.  8, 19. 

Ckookrt,  Jobx  SopraMBtitlro  from  TuaenB,  481 ; 
on  the  Tkamrj  note  bill,  61L 

Cuba,  EmiffmnU  yVonh— >Sm  /fMiM^  toL  4.  Jfa  fcwpwfaiia* 
8»  CU  IMM  JtoiiK.  an  /Mte^  ToL  t,  Panatma 

dm,  Toll.  T,  9t  Appr^HtUvm. 
Crmx,  Ebwauh  BaproMatattTa  from  New  York,  480. 
OvuoMr  Cuxm,  Bepmaatattre  frm  HaaaehnMtta,  8, 

m\  MiaboUtlon  prtHloa^  MB;  OB  the  oawne  of  Mr. 

AdMiia,  978;  oa  the  Fiertda  war,  488;  oa  pea^oalag 

ttefc«thlMatalmaa^4M;  an  tha  Hbrth  watata  houa- 

4b7<  880;  od  tba  Mdaa  bMndur,  m 
CmtMAX,  Sunn.,  BepwaaatitlTO  fttna  New  HmpaUie, 

a,  480;  <ai  poatponiag  the  ftoarth  iBftalmeat,  4111, 481 
Omnsmi;  Ai^HD,8aaaUrfrsaQwi|la,88t;onBbolUloii 

p«ttthR»,08OL  AaMMf^TCLU 


Suumra*,  Bbvus,  WipnwHHw  ftwe  PeaMylrola, 

8,480: 

Datsh.  Ttomib,  EepreeentetlTe  from  Maine,  488. 

Datm,  Edvabd,  BapteaeatatlTa  frran  PeaDarlTaala,  480k 

Datu,  Jomv  W.,  BaprawatatlTa  from  ladlana,  4. 

DATS,  JoBir,  OB  the  daeeaae  Oaorga  L  Xlannd,  911 ; 
protaata  a^nat  the  expmigltig  reaolntloB,  lU ;  on  trade 
wia  Balglnn.  188;  SoBator  ftvn  ICaMadiaBatta,  888 ; 
w  AdltlM  paOdOB^  aSSt  fiB8;  «a  GaDtooI^  naotat- 
tl0Da^B8R.  Am Ate^TA 8,1;  10^11,11 

Dawbov,  WnxiAK  <L,  BepmantattTa  froai  0«M|l^  M, 
480;  OB  the  death  of  cailer,  88& 

Day     Jww<W<rtfaa.-iaM  hOm^  Tol  11. 

2W<Mtf  J>«ai»  JMIlM«0iWr-AaiMa«,Toli.A^%lO, 
11. 

IMolM^  Jb^DW  4f^^  JM«^  Toh,  U. 


MaM^  rvariiaff  JiMlM^Tol.9i 

DaaiMtr,  Snnnn\  BiproaentiHva  fran  Vnth  OanUa^  8^ 

48a  &aA<laa^ToL19L 
I>aoATira,Mia.  BmAH.— In  tbeHoiiM,areaolattonoagrBat* 

lag  a  pendon  to,  958.  Ae  Jndta,  vtda.  S,  11, 19. 
Da  GaAvr,  Jokk  J.,  BepreeeBtatlre  from  New  Toric,  480. 
Ztalowar*  and  CKMopeoifca  Ca/Rok—Su  Imdtm,  toL  8. 
iWowora,  toU  fi>r  Prealdent  ia  1S88,  »a 
J}4UaaU»from  T$rrUoriM.—3«4  Indict,  roLl. 
Dnm,  JoBT,  BapiaaaataHTB  from  Ifaqrlaad,  480l 
pnnPY^  ir*—*«,  ThpTiimtiHwaftiMii  Paim^lwiria,  «;  m 

dcpoaita  with  the  Stataa,  899.       AdM,  Tob.  11, 19. 

^^MM.— iSm  AdetB,  ToL  9. 
DapoiiU  «o<a  Me  £t(U(«— la  the  Senate,  leave  to  Introdoee 
a  bUI  relaUve  to,  asked,  81 ;  the  bin,  61 ;  a  large  aurplDa 
will  be  In  the  Treararr,  81 ;  what  ihalt  be  done  wlUi  Itt 
61;  mottoD  to  refer  to  oommlttee  aaflnaDoe,  89;  Beaato 
aakad  to  «Mla  a  niplBS  fiir  Man  dlatiibntlon,  Mi 
ftnad,88. 

A  BMBMgo  from  the  Hoom^  dlai^ireelaf  to  amnA* 
meata  to  the  Ibrtlfleatloa  bill,  901;  Important  aiiMat 
meat,  904;  lU  natare,  904;  Beaato  adhere,  90ft. 

Ia  the  How,  a  reaolntlon  to  release  the  States  from 
the  restoraUono(the  depoalta,  919 ;  laMv&the  table, 
8I9L 

la  the  noDse,  a  bill  relet! re  to^  conaidered,  808;  the 
pf™*""*  a^eadltnna  of  tte  gorarameat  doaUed 
.  wttiriBaftwyeai^  808;  whatamoaBtof  laatyeai^  ^ 
piopilatloiis  remala  naezpeaded  F  808 ;  tho  approprl^ 
tloaa  wUl  Ul  short  daring  tho  ensatag  jear,  810 ;  the 
amendment  reoognlzes  a  sTatem  of  pormaaeat  dlstrlbn- 
tlon,  810;  there  will  be  a  large  nuplos,  wUeh  It  la 
daagerona  to  leave  unemployed  la  the  hands  of  the 
govermnent,  810 ;  the  dlstrlbntlon  principle  oonnptlng 
•BddaBgarou,810;  taxation  ahoaU  be  redooed  to  the 
waati  of  IDVanimea^  818l 

TUa  aiBaadnMOt  wfD  aead  the  inoaa  j  baA  to  tta 
pet^le  again,  811 ;  by  the  dlstribntlon  law  the  people  of 
the  large  States  had  been  laerlfloed  to  the  Intereat  of 
the  small,  811 ;  this  amendment  levies  monef  fbr  pnr- 
posM  that  the  eoastltntlon  does  not  warrant,  811 ;  if  thti 
meaaare  waa  wise  and  proper  at  the  last  seastoa,  why  la 
it  not  now  1 811 ;  the  last  Ml  dUtribnted  the  auney  an- 
•qaBU7,a«Jnitlj',8U;  tbU  prlndpla  waa  saaetfawedbr 
tha  kit  OoagnH^  S19;  opnaUoa  of  ttaa  misanra,  SU; 
amuidmant  ktt,  814L 

AawBdmeat  reitewod  la  the  Hoase,  814 ;  It  Is  aM 
there  will  be  ao  snrplos,  814;  It  la  said  the  amen^meak 
la  not  made  to  a  proper  bill,  814 ;  It  la  said  to  be  tn>- 
proper,  814 ;  amendment  canied,  810 ;  Itarther  amend- 
ment that  the  dietribation  dtouM  be  la  the  ratio  vt  the 
representation,  815 ;  a  plan  eoneelved  aad  matured 
the  hi^  tariff  partjr,  to  oontbHW  their  sebamB  of  la- 
jMttae,S15;  whattothe^eetaala  wa  baholdtS16;  lha 
oMidiMt  of  aMM  kas  been  oqnlToeal,  818;  the  wbola 
BTstem  eoatomptlbto,  810;  a  s^em  of  barBala  aad  oor- 
nipUoB,  8IT;  Iqjaatiee  will  be  done  to  dlstribnto  on  the 
baaU  of  tbe  ropreasnlatkn  hero,  81T;  shall  thm  be  a 
aew  and  aevel  poUcf  latiodaead  la  the  (oranmant? 
81T. 

Adadttad  that  Mnnothl&g  oQ^t  to  bo  doM  to  lanadr 
the  oTCtflowiag  tiwsarr,  818;  the  straaga  aaeoalaaaa 
pnsaatod  on  lUi  Ooor,  818;  Ola  latto  BOmetUag  Uka 
Oe  aamUuiea  «f  Jaitloe,  S19 ;  the  polkr  <rf  dlsttflmtfoB 
oppoaed  to  the  p<dler  of  redaction,  810 ;  tho  amalgama* 
tlon  of  partlea  In  Its  bvor,  S10  the  horror  expressed  at 
Sontham  gentlemen  votii«  tbr  thk  bUl,  890 ;  U  Is  sail 
we  are  taxing  the  peo^de  for  diitribntion,  SSO;  mlaoaa 
to  cell  on  the  Stataa  tut  mooer  deposited  with  them, 
I      880;  the  ratio  of  last  Tear  more  jut  and  equitable  than 
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thli  now  propoMd,  tSl ;  th«  Itands  iriiad  from  th*  Bale 
tt  laadi,  tract  ftiadt,  SU ;  tb*  niptss  •kosld  ba  to  d»- 
poaltad  tlutt  the  StatM  ceding  tiu  land  might  ncelTe 
tlM  tensflt  «r  it,  «a:  N«w  Tork  abonld  not  oi^om  tUs 
bin  oa  tho  ground  that  the  small  Btatw  wonU  rocclve 
Bum  than  tlMrw«rtt«aaaad  tatMS;  thabnkaan  the 
"IwmtoeehB^"  8U;  whr  baa  the  Bontt  baan  aoflkrod 
to  ba  ao  iMig  pludand  n^lnit  taiaUoa  t  SS8 ;  amand- 
BHBtloat,  saS;  ottiar  antendnant^  SIS;  bU  ndarad 
to  a  third  reading,  8S4  Am  /»Mt*e,  Yol  11 

ihpotU  AMuta.— In  the  Hons^  laaolntfoiH  laMtva  to*  eon- 
ddeTed,S81.  A«  Ad«B,  toL  19. 

JkttrUrt,  hovmiy  iOj-~8M  btdtt^  toL  fi. 

Dioxusos,  Philxkoii,  BepmaantatlTo  from  New  Janer, 
£M/Mfa^ToLU. 

Duma,  Abbbitbt,  elected  Baentaijr  ef  tba  Ba&ata,  SOa 

PiiTri— *F,  If  UMi"  on  the  tariff  aawpwiwlia  aoti 
IBL 

DioDov;  Datis,  SaptaaratatlTe  frnn  Mhi<wlii|J  4 ;  de- 

eeaseo^  SIOl 
iMpfomoUo  Jd<lraMMi-A«/n<l«ai,  nd.  % 
JMplomaUo  Abp«wm— Sm  AdM,  voL  10. 
i>{ptenKiMe  /nteroMtn*^-^  AAn^  ToL  & 
/X«6Mf<Mg  tmd  Aeeowmitnff  {^lem^Sit  Mm,  woL  Itt 
JNifrwwmMito  V  PwNfe  JfiMwy.'HSM  M«a^  ToL  T. 

JHtMbuHen  ^  JS«mihm.— In  the  Hooae,  a  nsdntton  reU- 
ttve  Xa,  olbred,  SO;  thla  lul^eet  abonld  ooma  np  with 
the  ana;  bill,  SO ;  ^o^eot  of  dlmlnlihed  nrenne,  SO; 
ftutiier  debate,  SI;  pnrhma  qneattan,  ala.,  Sl,-n5te  /*- 
Aa^Ttd.10. 

JKiM  ^  0)lMniMA--Ja  the  HoDM,  a  bin  for  the  relief 
the  eoiponttona     eoMldared,  B8;  pateed,  S8 ;  ainend- 
nentorthaBanat«kS9;  eoneuned  In,  S8. 

MM»*dL^0etmMa.—8»»S*iU»,  Tols.  3, 8, «,  T. 

JHvoroe4  te  Hts  DiHHet  of  Columbia.— S44  J»dm,  Tola.  &, 
*,T. 

Doianr,  Bobkbjok,  qyolBtad  Bti^mab-ttfrnm  im  the 
Honae,4n. 

Hontama,  Vtsmm  BapnwntattTa  from  Saw  Toifc, 
& 


DnOMOooin,  Ononon  C,  SopreMntatiTe  from  ^iglala,  S, 
MO ;  4M1  the  deporit  hanka,  19. 

AieBteff.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  giTlng  or 
aooepUng  a  challenge  In  the  DIatriet  Introduced,  488; 
notlTea  S»  introdnelBg  the  bm,  68»;  dlOcnl^  of  ob- 
tilnli«irltneMitobapffOTld«dfl»vlBr;  aneblaviboald 
bapaaaed  aa  would  ba  a»Mitaa,aST;lawor  UlMonrf, 
tOl;  ftatorea  of  the  bDl,  606;  amendtneat  loat,  MH; 
other  amendment*,  008;  HS;  blU  ordaiad  to  tba 
Wrd  reading,  tea. 

DMOto^r,  GamAUiiff,  tU>.—8««  Indtm,  toU  1^  11. 

DoHOAir,  Alskutdd,  BepreoentatlTe  from  Ohio,  ifll ;  on 
poatponlag  the  ftnrth  instalment  471. 

PnuF,  WtLLux  0.,  BeprcoentatiTe  from  TaBMHae,4; 
Mtbed^a8ltairitbtbaBtrtai,Sll  iSh  JMaa^  vvd.  IS. 

Dum,  OiOBon  H.,  BipreSBntaHTO  from  Indiana,  ML 

ItmM,«ttar%mt»aHmg.  BuMn,  toL  10. 

Mto  m  Avor^*--^  ^  Bmta^  a  bill  to  rednce  the  dn- 
tie*  OB  certain  Importa,  erasUered,  19T;  a  reeolation 
xalatiTe  to  moncTa  reoaired  fbr  dotlea,  71S;  hfatoilcal 
statement  trf  the  prellmlnarlee  ot  the  oompromUe  act, 
TBI ;  remarks  by  Senates  acting  In  the  matter,  793. 
As  /mfM,  T(ds.lta,^4^fi,S,7,et9.1(Vll,UL 

I>kHmo%  gbniMji^-Jis  hiSM,  toL  1. 


*  B 

JUweMtoa,  oeamrfttM  Oft.— Am  JUs^  TiL  U 
£»VAntia,  Nnux,  address  ^X—iSM/adM^i^t 
EDWAnna,  Jon,  Beprsaentatf  vo  ftm  Nov  Yirt, «. 
Eros,  TAUMsn^  BsgsassataUrs  frsaNs*  TiA,t 
EUctio*  ^rrmUmk  sicb— I*  the  hM^simUni^ 
Ufa  to  Oa  iMda  of  oonntlag  Os  nti^  m\ 
any  deelan  mn  InaliglUa,  IIS;  npsi^  IH;  lhit» 
nertfproeeadlnginaalbed.lW;  diMsMbttnliAi 
Tote  «r  WoU^  ISfi,  IW ;  Totss  eouM,  la. 
2Zse«o»  tif  PrfidmU.—St*  ImOm,  Tol  1,  BBdM«nl.I 

PrssMsMialllscNoN. 
B4ctorol  raUJbt  PrMid4mt.—S»€  Jndm,  t<L  It. 
iUpfMWV  y  a  JISiUMf      IKnUiMCM  Is  «  M  h 

ifot>«sy»ww  Missfintwssrts   fti  W^^iLt 
ELMon^  r.  BL,  BapieasatadTia  from  Soatt  Owfc^O 

JBnfrnHtti^  /orafirik— In  the  BsBata,anmcaibn(iiik 
tlToto  the  IntrodnetloD  of  BomanCatholknlpu^ 
cdlbred,  ItL 

KTAXa,  GiOM^  B^esantattTO  from  lUat,  1^  M;  nk 
otHue  or  Mt  AdSM,  Sn ;  oa  Hm  teMM  IMr 
J.  Owlsr,  aSS;  «■  the  iwslli  mtm  biadiij,a  k 
Adsa^-TCte,  14^11,11 

Etxkxit,  HoKACa,  BoprssantsHTO  frem  Traaat,  I* 
on  the  oaae  of  James  Brown,  SU;  on  rstadigiMirf 
tha  Uoltod  Btataa  Bank.  SOT;  ea  the  notUsTK« 
onanati(aialbaBk,47>;  mifba  SeinInabWK,fl);a 
Vermont  Aittl-eUTet7i>eaolntiou,TA  Asiafa^nk 
1M1,1S. 

KwiM,Taoiua,<n  the  TiaamyClfcilsitBri«aiit' 
mlsBloB  of  Xlohlm  11,17;  oa  Ottipu^wir 
tloa,iai.  Sm Jirfsm Yfflfc  11, 11 

]hnira,Jo0,  BepraentsttTo  from  lBdinB,4a. 

dSM^TOLU 

JBUdumff4  qf  StedU^—SM  JmdtUt  nL  7. 
AMfsstM  £4gwM<s.— ^  /Mdsa^  Tob.  1,  (L 
JbwoKtfM  ^dmteltfrtiMM.— in  tha  Haass,  s  naUn  * 
laqntar  nloHTC  to  Iho  maaaar  In  wUA  OsIsM' 
Ihs  fltparhWTte  lud  boon  iiiiniliiilnl.  liMliW 
tta  iMt  Jneaaags  ot  ABdrmr^Bdsai,fll:vk*lih! 
SU;  Us  osrosr,  US;  ooaidDet  aa  Pnsitat,  tU;** 
mitted many  gHerooa  erron,  SIO;  lastaeti(Ca» 
diis,S15;  tha  aeta  of  the  Presideat  aailkadtTi^ 
po(^  Sld;  Tislt  to  Tenncsses.  >16; ssscditM,)^ 
the  wont  ss  weU  as  tbs  Imt  mMssge,  UT;  eDBUa  ' 
.thedepartnont^S17;  tolttraoorfrlsi,tMtki<M 
BaeenttTO  dopartmoats  ban  beca  eoaiasM 
llT  and  Integrity  t  SIS;  that  la  the  bsw^tlS;  bt»« 
aoBn  me  of  oonmeactog  an  attack  en  Ihi 
niiMratfoB,  S18;  feaohittM  adopted,  SU; 

The  reatdntton  predicated  on  a  daose  ef  Oi  Fnt- 
dsat^HeasiVebSlS;  oompUnuit  to  Oia  bm^^ 
Cabinet, UQ;  aU  the  saltfocta  oontemplitedftrtin^ 
gsttooare  ptorldedlbr  l^tbsHowseaBaltlMl*; 
leport  at  the  last  session,  SBO;  thlslslebsaa«f«* 
pneaodl^Et  Wi  «•  mulliitf  i"t »" 
araniflnisiit  i  Jbisfl  Wl 

b  Oa  geatlamaB  from  Bhods  Usn4  psl  Snri  ■ 
the  ehamplon  of  Andiow  Jaekaonr  SI;  MtttrM- 
dentwrltethelaadatorrpangi^l  SU;  It  liaU<i<| 
iDTeeUgathmfsnnneoessary.SSa;  Is  tbeOnaU^' 
Ways  and  Means  appn^riate  to  nskesodtoi^ 
tlOBs?  SSI;  trial cfBenbenH.VhUoey.tniO^ 
to  Tennsase^  sn ;  It  is  sstd,  wby  wt  mm  m 
maatofOoFMiMcntT  S»;  ttlSMMttiili*i^ 
to  an  lmpeaoha«st,  SSt ;  all  wo  ask  b,  that  a  M^'ll 
ahoold  examine  ttoanhln^  msrii,  aatHM** 
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flmnuiMiit  la  dlt)MdQartiiMiil^aBdnport,flM;  It 
would  b»  to  deny  thaw  ffttowi  >  Mil  ■wwnlliit  to  th* 

iMet  rnlM  of  orimiiul  kv,  SBt;  Author  dobato,  Uft, 

an. 

Wliat  Is  tho  niatlon  that  Aadrow  jMkion  bran  to 
tliftTepreMntftUv«*oftliopo<q>kf  818;  no  proeodcnt to 
jDitUy  KiQhADMMBTe,  £29,380;  Ibrthndttwto,  981,282, 
8BS;  neither  aboM  Dor  oMfiQtioH  will  be  fcasdralBtliig 
la  Mtj  dB|«rtiiMnt,flS7;  th«  tdentlMS  opparitbu  «- 
UWted,»S;  iMtifaitlmanhePNddaBt,kS8;  ImpoMi- 
blotoAnMO  tho ohMMtor of  Tn BnraB^ BdmUilii;- 
Hon,  sn ;  w«  OM  ohwgod  with  being  InfliuBcod  1^  the 
BpoU^^S9;  wboarathiMuubof  thebuksr  ttt;  the 
charge  of  luoreued  annnal  expendltoro,  840 ;  charge  of 
eoiTapUon,SM;  this  Honae  aaMlled,  840 ;  whontlMths 
oppodUon  t  840 ;  who  oomplalu  of  tho  Pnaldont  t  841 ; 
tlMt  nation  haiigpfOTrt  aw  ooniM  of  the  Prortdont,  841; 
what  la  to  bt  tks  tiOmJ  SU;  Taa Bum  ohttged  a* 
an  usurper,  US;  the  oppolltlw  eontrlbatod  to  make 
ldBPiMlduit,sa;  tbeOwlimlattBi^8«S;  nnoMthe 
Pnrideot  waa  IkTorable  to  Ur.  Tan  Buwhwm  than 
anjr  thing wroDf  In  thbf  848;  hovmado  n  eandldatft 
H»i  pMoUoea  naed  to  deftat  him,  848. 

'WhatdOM  the  original  residatlon  propoaoT  SU ;  no 
imeadont  flir  thli  more  man t  In  parUanwntair  hlatory, 
Sn ;  mvpatttkm  «f  M  duvgea^SSl ;  tha  BxeontiTe  ia 
dialed  aahEfing  broken  ovary  pladga,8B9;  oormption 
.  aaldtoaztat,IU;all]iatonatothaPiMHant,8N;lHnr 
kgpattiat  tha  pa<vlewlll  nttand  to7«wdMigM,9DBi 
tb«  qt^tmOitng  adndnMntlon  la  aaU  to  b*  tha  trlmi^ 
of  tha  New  York  STitani,  951;  orfglBal  faaoliitta  mo- 
cnmdln, 

JBmouMm  I>epartmmt.-~SM  Indtm,  toL  L 
JtoaoHtiM    oMmoMn*  te  tUrtoonth  PiMldantial  term, 
S8BL 

Jbaatriiw  Joli-wiagfu— Aa  liidm,  tvL  11 

JStaeonHM  AwMf-A*  JMmi  Tri.  & 

Jt9Mrtr4Mfo(k-AM  AwlMh  Tda.  8.  Bs  & 

£iopaHUon  agaiiut  Porto  Bioo.—Ae  Ind*»,  toL  1. 

Hoprndiiuret,  reduettott  i^,~-Ste  IndM,  toL  T. 

JE)qptep<iV  Jbipwttftoi.— tn  the  Hoaa«i  tho  appropriation 
fat,  cwdderad,  8M;  notlm  to  taduoa  tho  amonnt  SH; 
s  ftlgito  ahenU  not  be  omidoyod,  8H ;  the  law  of  (he 
laat  aaaaion  mthorinadamall  TaaielJ^  SS7 ;  impraaalon  on 
lMilMrIana,888;  tho  Ull  mnUog  approprlattona  to^eon- 
ridered,  «»;  tfata  eqedtttat  not  in  aslBUMa^  »;  a 
eepatnto  appropriation  dionld  be  made^  IN ;  flz  tba  ttana 
when  it  ahonld  mU,  690;  amoBdment  aa  to  iilBirtiliig 
th*  ozpodltlon  toet, «».  8m  IndM,  rola.  1<\  19. 

Mymglmff  A«  JmtmaL—SM  /ndea^  vol.  8. 

Jhjpwvixff 'fiMoIVtfo'*.— In  the  Senate,  nottoo  oi;sr;  of- 
Ibrsd,  45;  the  reiolntlon  considered,  99;  three  yeaia 
sInoeBOtloe  waa8iTen,99;  liewa  of  Preddent  Tan  Bo- 
nn, 100;  the  win  the  people  100;  aTleworUwad* 
ulnlatntloaofFrcaldentJMikaWiUl;  ititoofonte- 
rign  lelaHonn,  191 ;  aflUn  nt  boou^  »i;  eeutttntton 
vindicated  fitim  an  ImpntatloD  of  more  than  fbrtj  yeaia, 
108 ;  tho  tme  theory  and  praetleal  littont  of  tha  eonat)- 
tation  ahowB  to  tha  eonntry,  108;  remoral  of  <b.»  pnb- 
Uo  money  from  tho  bank,  IW ;  wfadmo  of  tha  treasury 
order,  104;  dUSonl^  with  Fnaoa,  104;  he  came  Into 
offlee  the  lliBt  of  geMnb  and  goea  oat  tte  lliit  of  atatee- 
meii,  lot;  Us  onfldeneo  tn  ttie  dlsBenunent  aaft  eqnl^ 
of  the  Ameileaa  people,  lOfit 

Bow  waa  tha  oilglnd  raaaliitiOB  pRHodT  109;  U  has 
lUtod  of  tn  object,  IM;  the  FrKldent  tried  and  otm- 
deinsad  without  form,  lOS;  he  has  not  been  tried  ao- 
«avAngtothaproTlsloiieoftbeoon6tltation,10T;  OTcry 
loglalatlTe,  exeenttre,  and  Judicial  body  has  a  rlg^t  to 
•trike  ont,  alter,  otaaa,  and  onreot  Ita  reeorda,  107. 
Taegawaga  rfttla  wwteU— fcrMien, IW;  ebMgaIn 
V<a.  XnL— 60 


paUleeentbne^lor;  Tliglnln  Joined  tba  fkmeial  pro> 
oamtoB,  108L 
Important  amendmaat,  lOa 

The  meoBore  proposed  la  a  Tiolatlon  of  the  ooBBttta* 
Oou,  108 ;  if  yon  may  expong*  a  part,  ymt  may  e^nngo 
the  whole,  106 ;  interpcaltlon  of  Ezecatlre  power  lua 
tnada  the  change  here^  109;  what  Is  the  pretext  for  this 
eoonnl^r  199;  n  destiny  In  this  thing,  109;  every 
proposition  of  the  original  nM^ntion  trae.  111 ;  tlw 
qoeettons  inrolTad  In  tha  original  nwdntlon,  118; 
poelttoB  InwUeh  ttw  treasnry  stood  prerlons  U 1888, 
113;  inrestlgatlonof  theoondlttoaof  thebanklnl88S, 
119;  appointment  of  Ur.  Dnsne,  118;  power  <tf  the 
FreaUent  for  this  act,  118 ;  no  neoeaslty  for  the  remoral 
of  the  deposits,  114 ;  aaanmpUon  of  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent, 114;  powers  of  the  Benate,  114;  Impeatdunenti 
116;  haa  not  the  Senate  power  to  ramontfmtoagaliirt  an 
ExeentlTenaarpatl<mril6;  If  no^'what  arethecMiB^ 
VUnBsaf  IIB;  preeedeat  in  Tmaes^lU;  preeedaofc  tn 
Fenncylnnlst  119;  whntpatriotla  pupoao  la  to  be  «e- 
complblied  by  this  iwdnttatf  IIT,  11& 

A  mere  grave  and  aolemn  qneatlon  rardy  presented 
to  the  Senate,  119;  who  was  the  FreeldentT  119;  the 
original  resolntlon  Is  nqjost,  110,  IM;  It  ts  nnoonetlta* 
tlons],I81,138,lB8;  had  the  Senate  any  power  to  adi^t 
aachareeolntloaf  lU;  do  the  Senate  poasma  the  pvww 
of  expnnglngfrom  their joniaabT  188;  the  word  *  keap^" 
184;  the  word  "expange"  fits  appnvritto  one,  US;  aa- 
thorityof  3b.  JeflteBon,lflB;  Mtlon  in  Misuehnsatl^ 
138. 

What  Is  It  wears  called  nptm  to  do  1 180;  terms  of 
the  reaolatlon,  180 ;  the  word  "azpnnge,"  181;  has  the 
Senate  any  anoh  power  orer  Itsjonmair  181;  Intention 
of  the  Journal,  188 ;  there  an  mattera  of  ftet  0I  wUch 
tbejoarullstits  hl^kest  erUenest  188;  tbefetanda  of 
the  nesldant  rihoold  ^eserre  ttia  leadntlao  as  •  mono- 
meat  t^ranek  to  those  who  participated  In  the  msM- 
nra,  188;  mesons  oflbred  for  the  adoption  of  Ola  ex- 
paaglng  reiolntlen,  188;  eight  oflned  by  the  mover, 
184;  It  Is  thelnherentri^t  and  property  of  every  delib- 
erative assembly  to  have  and  9xpnm  oplnlone  whlA 
can  be  done  only  by  reeoInUon,  185 ;  the  right  to  paaa 
tho  original  resolntlon  nnqnesttonablet  189;  passage  of 
the  original  reeolnUon  regretted,  188;  the  qnsitlon  mm 
ofpowerto.expnngethejonmal,18<;  It  is  said  the  nso- 
lotkm  contained  ImpeechaMi  matter,  ISf. 

Thla  no  epbenwiral  tranaaetl(n,uir;  prcmbte  ol^M- 
tianable,U7;  advleetoaJndgetnUieBritlshprovlneee, 
18T;  the  eonstltatlon  has  not  laid  down  any  lestilullun 
applicable  to  the  present  ease,  188;  an  aMnmptlon  to 
say  that  the  Senate  Impeached  the  President,  188;  the 
act  not  Bneanstltnllonal,  188 ;  the  reeolntlon  onght  to.be 
expunged  for  Ito  ImpKvrlety,  Its  dangenma  tandsMT, 
lteli4iistlee,sndUsflriBAood,189;  ltalm^«prtety,189; 
UsdangeioQetendanay.l40;lteb4nBtke,140;  IteflOse- 
hood,  140;  the  Exeenttre  power,  141 ;  Oa  rl^  of  re- 
moval cf  the  deporita,  141 ;  the  privilege  and  dnty  of 
th0Pr«afdent,14S;  tbaaotasttofceofgsnendshlp  whtdi 
canses  the  laorels  of  New  Orleana  to  look  pale^  148;  • 
master  stroke,  148 ;  the  rolee  tt  the  people  hss  oofs- 
mandad  na  to  expnnge,  148. 

Wo  abandon  no  ground  m  ban  iMiimail  and  harelo- 
fbresnstidned,144;  chanoter  of  the  veagfaitt«  «f  1881^ 
144;  power  of  Oengtess  to  |dsee  the  pnbUo  traawne  ont 
of  the  Immedlato  control  of  the  PiasUmt,14(;  OcBx* 
eentlve  power,  140;  the  set  of  removal  waa  against  law, 
146;  details  of  aflUn,  146;  dnty  and  acUon  of  the  Unk 
officers,  147 ;  charges  examined,  147, 14S ;  the  removal 
was  In  violation  of  the  constltotlon,  149 ;  truth  of  the 
statement  in  the  reealatlon,  149 ;  our  rl^t  to  tpra*d  it 
onthsneordtUB;  whyifM  U  lapnpv  or  laMtatt 
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topuithU  ranliiUoBf  UB;  e«ut*  ha  *  il^t  to 
MHrt  Ita  own  powen,  M9;  It  !•  g1||MUil  to  u  oonolMd 
Intmuof  eetuara,UO;  ararjr  thing  that  cu  MiUst  the 
popnUr  ear  raaortad  to  Id  order  to  nataln  thU  propoaed 
aet,  ISO ;  It  ii  aaid  the  Sanato  la  monlj  odlad  npoa  to 
rqfndgo  Iti  own  JuUm,  Ut ;  the  nujority  ahonld  wall 
«0BBlderthSaMt,151;  ftirther  debate,  m 

Proteattrftha  MaaWBtoaatti  aaaatai^  11 

Tlw  TCMtetlOB  to  azpsBm  UBL 

Ita  adoptloii,  lU;  Its  •mwitfn,  IM;  AitubuHo  In 
thaialkriatiin;  the  diatwbar  taken  Into  «Qato4rtm; 
broaght  t«  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  UT;  nn»ifeB,U7; 
dladieiged,  isr. 

A  laaolntlon  to  a^nnge  the  alpnging  teaolnttm  «f- 
fb(od,BMu  AaJMe^ToLll 


F 

VjAmui^  JOB^  BiptaaeatattTt  ftom  Ifaine,  I;  M,*  pro- 
•anta  a  riaTatr  padtUm,  5;  laatimoar  In  tlw  auo  of 

B.  U.  WhUner,  SM;  on  poalponing  the  fimrth  inatal- 
ment,  4T8;  on  the  deeeaae  of  J.  CUIej,  IBS;  on  the 
eanaea  of  the  death  CfUoj,  (MS;  reajgna  hia  aeat  to 
the  Honaa,  TI& 

Fasus,  DvBur,  Bapreaantatin  ftm  ZTaw  Tnk,  t. 
TAnnramx,  Jamm,  Bepraaantatlfe  Ikou  BTair  Hampdtire, 
MO. 

a,^*MiKfm«n(>(/M«  OonttUiUtm. 
TiLLifonn,  Muxino,  BepreaentatlTa  IkWB  Kew  York,  4S0 ; 

on  the  nentnlttjr  bill,  688;  en  the  deoeaae  of  William 

Pattanou,  TlHi  ^Sm /ntfco^  toL  II 
JViUMCiaf  4^ta<ri.r-Ia  the  Senate,  Taitooa  bUlt  ralattre  to, 

reported,  881 

JTtaMoW  iVittoy.— IB  the  Banate,  raaolntlona  oflbrad.  n& 
JltWdoetotaBfiwiaiit— In  the  HooMgti^ortonthe  flnaneaa 

ef  the  Qoremment,  781 ;  the  report,  781, 78t, 
Jtr$t»2rsv>  rori;— In  the  BenatA,  a  bin  for  the  reUef  of 

the  aoftivn  br,  874 ;  the  bill,  ST4. 
miagnft]k»  [TnUadiStatol.— iSte/ndWiToLL 
naffff  LttUr,  Th*,  488. 

FuMKMR,  ItkAO,  BepreaentatlTe  Dram  Tannont,  480. 

rtMumu,  BiousB,  Kepreeentattta  ftom  IfaMarhniiUi. 
480;  on  the  Treaantr  Note  bill,  808. 

Itorida  War^In  the  Honaa,  a  raaolntlon  of  Inqalfjr  lela- 
tive  to  the  delajn,.  Ac,  othrad,  4*6;  eoDunlttee  to  ilt 
daring  the  reeeaa,  4U;  oonld  not  begin  aooner,  406; 
great  errmt  oMnmltted,  48B ;  no  bUme  on  the  Seeietair 
at  War,  4M ;  tbta  department  bo  caoae  to  Aar  Inreatl- 
gallon,  488;  Oie  eondoet  of  thia  war  a  U«t  on  oar  repn- 
tatfon,  480;  raaolntlon  ntodlfled  t«  lodode  the  caoaea  aa 
w«n  ai  Iba  lUtarea  In  the  war.  410. 

Anadntloa  of  Inqntrj  napocthig,  oAnd,  CM ;  inb- 
Jaet  nader  bmaUgation  In  wlona  va ya,  n4 ;  no  ne- 
ctMr*  BXt;  «*  taOnre  examined,  sas ;  InTaatlga- 

ItM  aa  BeaiNHT  ninr  u  at  any  tlma,  OU ;  the  eoamtt- 
tM  aas,  MS;  explaMtlon  of  Oraaal  Jmp^  aefion, 
tfU. 

Joaaw  <«.— Beport  la  IhTW  of  r— mneratlon  fcr  lawaa, 
088;  i«ina]ka,ns. 

A  bW'  ntaklBg  ^pipnprintloB  Ibr  tto  acpprwalon  oi; 
'MuUand,  UT ;  IndlqienaBbla  Ada  bUI  ahonld  be  pafaed 
-wlthoat  dol^,  «1T ;  Mil  oommtttad,  817 ;  a  general  ap- 
proprUUon  Ibr  the  oxpondltorea  of  the  Indian  aarrloe, 
017 ;  wat  thU  the  way  appropriatloaB  ahonld  be  made  ? 
817;  the  war  based  oa  a  etdemn  treaty  made  with  the 
Indiana,  818;  it  U  eald  the  people  of  Fltnida  ar*  btten- 
iBgon  the  ^proprl^na,  618;  treaebery  of  the  Semi- 
BOlea,  018;  peeoBarlty  of  the  war,  018;  fiikT  of  the 
■Oommnart  bfiaiia,  M;  awiiiadaaBt  manO^  tO. 


AawamwtmaTwdtolbaappwpitotlattM^iihew 
l»  p^WDt  ftr  laat  honai,  m 

At-tMd  OimyMiMi>i«.-In  the  8«nata,nbUI  rdathvti^ 
eonildared,  748 ;  motion  to  poatpone  loat,  744. 
riortda  4fMrt.^-Sa»  Mem,  yoL  7.    CkuuA—SM  Imdm, 
ToL  &    CTofou.-^  /nttm,  Tola.  11^  11,  U.  gaara. 
DMnt  ^.~Se*  Mm,  toL  &  SpamtA  2VM!r;  Okv- 

daq, ToL&'  Wr*ektn.—Sf  Jndm, toL >. 

Jbn^  JRaMM,  aft«Ma  ^PHfllwa.-^  JiaA^  TiL  S. 

^ontffn  RtltMoiu.—S—  IndM,  Tola.  4,  & 

FortiffMn,  ptUUoixafivm^—See  I»d^  vtA.  & 

Fannnn,  Jomr  B.,  Bepreaentatire  ftom  Tcaneaaee,  i 
£i«  JwI<ai,ToL  1ft, 

IWH/laaUKm  BUL—Ia  the  Senate,  a  bill  mddng  prerMa 
ftirtba  odleatfan  of  materials,  eo&alderad,  191;  Ibite 
Infacnatloik  darind,  181;  eartTlng  ont  tbo  plna  afte 
•ml  Benaid,  191;  bUI  pamad,  Ul. 

In  the  Hotua,  a  Un  relatlTB  to^  caaiiaaTal.  m-, 
amendment  eontalntng  the  depoalt  clanno  gtra«k  oai^f 
the  Senate,  888 ;  shall  we  abandon  onr  Tiows  of  pnUk 
datytSSS;  shall  we  soffar  a  snrptne  to  remala  ta  tk 
treaaarT'T884;Boaaediaagree,8S4;  Bennte  b^at,tB; 
Honae  refkae  to  reoade^  889 ;  report  of  ooamltMe  tt 
Miftnnoe,  88B;  debate,  ISO;  Boom  ndhwik  ML  Ai 
iMsa^ToLll. 

Foantn,  Bfhuih  IL,  Senator  from  Teuieaoe,  0S9. 

Foam,  Hmtn  A.,  BoprcieatatlTe  ftam  Now  YvA,  Ut. 

r<mr1k  AatdteMHl— In  the  Senate,  a  bUl  far  th«  p<^sa*- 
ment  o(  reputed,  851 ;  read  a.aeooad  time,  891 ;  aZX 
here  at  an  extraordlnarr-  emergency,  891 ;  aaeeaaUj  fcr 
rallef;  8U;  three  erOs  nnder'  which  the  ooBimairin 
ftu,  3CS;  this  meaaore  propoaed  in  Older  to  pmiir  fir 
tho  wmrta  of  AoramiMBt,  KiiS ;  n  qaoBtloK  <t  ofc- 
eSaaar  wheOm  It  would  Mt  ba  bettor  to  ^ 
wnnta  <rf the  treaanry  from  othw  maan^  IBS;  ItlamM 
eonnnlent,  8S8;  wlut  sort  of  Mtoa  doea  th«  SaotfMy 
pn^toae  to  laaoe  7  808. 

The  state  of  the  treasury,  868;  moMj  nnat  be  b*> 
rowed  to  make  out  a  part  of  thla  InatalaaeBt  tf  pA 
894;  tf  OoDgreai  Insist  upon  this  tnaafbr.  It  na«  m- 
tiioflse  a  loan  to  do  It,  au;  desleri^  of  ttw  SnM 
from  MnaadHttatt^  In  azbrlaiU^c  MiMrff  Ihw  M- 
«nl^,>M;  bolala  retard  to  tUt  bm,  8M ;  ths  dqitf 
law  a  bare  tranafer  of  the  deposits,  896;  are  wo  bsm£ 
on  prindpla  to  dqkoait  this  foorth  Instnlanfcf  K6; 
law  of  1819  on  treasury  notes,  899 ;  this  poatpoMMB 
oiqjittoba  made,a58;  another  on  had  now  mri9M,SI: 
amendnwnt  oOisfad,  800;  wonU  ohanc*  tbo  imfT"' 
pdadplaa  nod  tonna  of  the  dapads  ac^  ISB;  canis^ 
898. 

raatmr  of  flw  depoatt  Mt^  Kf;  bMar  te  cnta: 
aspandltwaB  thaa  to  atop  tbe  payment  of  thfa  taaa^ 
meiit,IST;  tlia  Btatea  haTo  aliiiillj  iiiali  a  llip isliiii 
iif  rhi  iiiniii3.tflT,  iiitiiiiiifcminl  ninbt  tii  lis  nsmihi' 
807. 

No  power  In  the  consUtntlon  to  nlao  mociej  Ibr  tt) 
moro  pnrpeae  of  depoeltlDg  with  the  aeTcnl  Steaaa-W : 
It  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  national  debt.  8S: 
for  what  doaa  the  conatUntlon  sotborlno  oa  to  Iwmi^ 
■oneyf  nS;  TomelonB  ohmetar  of  th»  auplaa  ^rii 
IBS;  Congress  will  aoTer  raaka  tar  i««BWtloa  $m  i& 
money,  8S8;  bin  paased,  SOOi 

In  the  Hoaae,  a  bUl  to  poatpram  th*-  ps^meat 
reported,  408;  the  blU  to  pootpono  oonMeMd,  m, 
tbe  ol^eet  ^  all  these  bills  Is  to  eatabUah  »  Umowt 
bank,  466;  thla  UU  originates  In  the  bostiBtr  of  tho 
mlnistntlon  to  the  depoalt  law,  40T ;  ar*  the  axyaaC- 
tores  <4  this  GoTMument  to  be  featileted  tsoworm* 
41? ;  itrt*  sT  tha  tNHBq^  Off ;  bn»  iMt  tka  0IM  sc- 
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qntred  rtgbtt  nndcr  tba  act  of  ISU,  wUeb  CtmgrMS 
OMiiiot  aiiiiiilf  46T;  oball  we  Mt  aboat  oortalltng  ex> 
tnTaguM  f  M8 ;  extraonlliisrr  oxpandftoruof  tli«la«t 
jw,  M8 ;  to  eoDUmM  this  Mt  vlU  eraate  a  debt,  M&. 

The  treHiu7  bank  already  estabUihed,  4119 ;  expeadt- 
torea  <tf  the  Gorerameiit,  411;  a  defleteaqy  In  our 
meaM,4lfc 

A  dear  entrart  ma  fmuMl  between  tfee  States  and 

the  Goverameiit  by  the  act  of  18SA,  410;  th«  PrMUaat 
propoeee  nothing  fi)r  the  relief  of  the  pea^e,4T0;  the 
plan  Is  to  make  this  ^  hard-moiier  fioventmeiit,  479; 
tt  will  Inereaee  exeontlTe  patronage,  iVt ;  the  beglsalng 
of  a  new  aTatem,  4T1;  amendment  moTed,  4T1.  * 

Bhall  tho  OoTommeDt  borrow  noBe^aBd  pa^  thla  In- 
■talmentt  471 ;  doea  the  Goranmeiit  want  the  BMnoff 
471;  atatoof  Oe  lnaaiiir,4n;  latt  food  pollir  to  d»- 
poattttila  money  when  theOoTeniin«rtBeadeltt4n; 
expeelnUon  hat  been  i^sed  on  the  part  of  the  States 
that  the  tiuslbr  would  be  made,  It  la  said,  4TS;  how  la 
the  amount  to  be  raised  T  419 ;  the  qaestion  la— shaU  we 
borrow  moiioy  to  depodt  with  the  States  t  4T8;  It  Is 
Bald  to  be  a  question  oriUtb,«l;  It  Is  said,  the  ezpes- 
dl tores  ean  bo  eo  redoeed  m  to  pay  tUt  Instalment, 

to. 

Does  any  one  pretend  this  instalment  shall  nerir  be 
paldf  4T4;  csaltba  withheld  irilhont  the  consent  of 
the  BUtcat  4T4;  what  are  the  obligations  restiOf  on 
Congress,  In  the  relation  which  It  holds  to  the  States, 
relative  to  the  payment  of  this  Instalment?  4T4;  the 
Inw  of  ISSSt  4T4;  the  propoalUon  mad^  4TB;  the  ro- 
sponse,  4TB;  a  deBberate  eontnot  between  Independent 
Boreretgntlci^  478. 

This  act  Is  not  *  oontno^  as  has  been  pretended,  4IS ; 
ezplritlon  tt  the  law,  AS;  to  tho  fhnd  naoMHty  to 
meet  Qie  wants  of  the  QoTMnmentrin;  Itit  aaM  tho 
States  hsre  aoqdlrod  a  Tested  rlg^t  In  It,  4n;'lf  a  eon- 
tract,  la  It  btndingandnlidT  4Tt;  a  gntnltons  baltment 
to  the  Stataa  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  4T7; 
those  who  <9pase,  perrert  Oe  pnrpiwis  af  the  deposit 

«^4n.. 

wisdom  andpoU^irfttM  deperft  Iaw,dn;  no  dtfi* 
elenejr  of  resooreos,  dTSt  the  States  wlU  neeln  this 
fhnd  In  hank  bCOM,  hat  the  nowamnt  In  aula, 

Opposition  air  the  Isst  admlnbtntleB  to  the  mesBUM 
recommended  In  the  Heassge,  480;  the  State  hank  sys- 
tem on  the  colleotlan  of  the  reTeane  In  eoln  is  the  true 
'  Inne,  480 ;  the  bsnk  tjstem  bas  been  ad<q>tad  from  the 
Ibandatlon  of  the  Goremmeut,  480;  not  a  bill  simply 
to  withhold  the  fltnrth  Instalment,  480;  the  General 
Ooventnent  no  adrene  or  panunonnt  tI^Ib  In  this 
flind  to  tha  people,  4S1;  rl^t  that  the  people  shook! 
havo  aaysnipliis  eoUeeted,4U;  U  to  add  Oeta  to  no 
snrplna,  tSl ;  tho  elBS|B  of  tha'd^MsIt  net  peaiBMS 
all  tho  featoros  of  a  contnet,  481 ;  wo  are  ssk»d  to 
break  thla  contract,  481;  and  In  order  to  help  the  ad- 
ministration  ont  of  dUBcoIttea,  49>;  dlvoroe  of  bank 
and  State  no  new  qnesUon,48&;  snb-Treasiiriea,  488; 
comparattTO  aaCaty  of  bank  depcsitat  488;  the  tnu  Is- 
ana.  481 ;  Bmeitdment  r^ected  la  aomntttast  W;  «b> 
Jeet  «i  the  bQI,  486;  are  then  no  oOer  nsaaa  of  re- 
pIcnlshlDffUietreaEwrriSS;  whr  to  then  a  deflalOBcy 
In  the  treaanry  ?  488 ;  the  pn^oattlon  to  f^wrats  flw  In- 
tereots  of  the  Government  tnm  ttte  people,  4ST ;  eom- 
petent  tin  Ooremment  to  create  In  the  tarn  of  laws, 
eoatracts  binding  on  It,  437 ;  what  Is  the  nature  and 
spirit  of  the  act  of  IBSSt  4S7;  the  hbtoir  of  that  act, 
438;  what  action  by  the  States  ensaed  the  psssnge  U 
that  law  •  488 ;  what  to  the  neoaast^  alleged  by  tba  Pres- 
ident and  Msnmod  by  thto  bm  r  481. 

Is  the  nation  boand  by  eontract  to  deposit  this  money 
with  tha  Btalcif  4M;  ottfeoti  of  Oa  aat  eT  US^  4W; 


irikst  was  tho  oMHldanttmi,  and  whan  wis  the  oontnet 
oonsommatcd  ?  Mil 

A  change  oome  orer  the  spMt  of  our  dream,  4M;  ca- 
tastrophe has  oome  and  arerwhelmed  na,  481 ;  origin  ot 
the  depoeit  measure,  481 ;  It  Is  not  Intended  the  States 
■hall OTerreeetTethto  Instalment, 4»S;  thablUtolnaU 
of  tha  snMnssniy  sohoBe,  #1;  how  can  eoaaarrsp 
Ursa  Tote  Ibr  Qds  hU^  wUA  to  part  of  a  ^ystan  of  war- 
lkrer481;  -banks  on  ths  hln^dS!;  tka  11wl«tt>i^ 
488;  the  eril  which  Oaaeial  Aaksan  dU  Uvea  attar 
him,  498. 

Prertons  qoeatlon  pnt,  494;  bOl  ordend  to  a  third 
readily  494 ;  motion  to  reconsider,  48S. 

The  prorlslons  of  the  act  of  1888  are  peenllsr,  48D; 
what  wIU  be  tha  resolt^  defeating  tUs  bUir486;tito 
three  lastabneats  nuiBt  be  eaUed  baft,  48Bi  toazaenba 
the  law,  the  Seeretary  must  draw  ooBtifbntlou  flwn 
the  Btatet^  to  dtotrlbuto  bM&  4flB;  ftnthw  re- 
marks, 488;  motion  to  neonaUer,  eanied,  498;  awan^ 
menta,  WT;  UD  passed,  497. 

In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  ftirther  postpone  tha  payment 
ot,  considered,  707 ;  will  not  one  year's  Author  post- 
pfloement  be  snlBcleat?  707;  moved  to  postpone  to 
January  1st,  1840^  708;  pos^uement  osn  do  no  harm, 
708 ;  ehisek  the  ^nsa  la  Its  expenditures,  ns ;  now  pro* 
posed  to  latos  a  rereuo  fbr  the  pnrpose  dlstrlbnUon, 
708;  afftct  of  the  aet  ftwetoU,  to  bnak  ths  deposit 
banks,  or  compel  them  to  crush  their  ondUotS,T88; 
what  was  the  effect  of  the  motion  under  eonslderstionf 
708;  raising  money  for  distribution  uneonstltaNonsl, 
TIO;  the  original  bill  was  not  a  dtotrlbaUou  act,  710; 
distribution  recommended  three  tlroaa  by  Prestdent 
Jai&son,  710;  the  pilnol^.  eontendod  for  was  depoalt 
wlQt  tiko  BtatsBk  whan  tha  a«TCmwnt  eonld  «om- 
mand  ft  when  wanted,  TU ;  PnsldMit  Jackson  ques- 
tioned the  oonstltutlonBl  power  of  the  Government  to 
raise  money  tor  any  inch  act,  718 ;  eeouomy  of  Adams* 
administration,  712;  further  debase,  TIS^  714;  bill  pcei. 
poned,7I& 

F«wuB,  BAinnL,  Eapresentatlve  fMm  New  Jersey,  8,  JSm 

/MdM^TOLIft 

-  JVoMOS^  elaimt  «<•.— i5m  Indm,  voL  19.  Qmomttm  wfA, 

~St$-  jHdtm,  ToL  IL  adatkm  wUk,-^  ImUf, 

T(da9,Ml 
JTSmHiV  PrfeOva— .Sm  ihdiB^  Tsla.  1, 9L 
FaunuM,  IVAi-na  S.,  vgfnMtA,  Cletk  of  Am  Honast  A, 

481 ;  deoeaae  o(  889. 
jrVvs  Trade  t^Vu  WtA—Sae  Mm,  toL  T. 
FtMitm  Cbnaotosea.— j8m  /mI«b^  toL  1. 
FwoE,  BioHABv,  BepreeentatJva  from  Kestseky,  4;  on 

the  vpropilatloa  bill,  99;  on  tha  eenann  of  ICi;  AA- 

an^lSL 

JWhcA  CWmfol  n^oAi-As  JMsiV  1^ 

frmoh  I>«arem.~S4*  Meat,  toL  &. 

JVwmA  Jg^fnftM^—Sn  Mtm,  vd.  1. 

Fruek  BpoUatiof^—ln  the  Hease,amottoQtoprlntaBst 
of  the  claimants,  884;  Intrlnale  Justice  of  the  claims, 
884 ;  abstract  of  the  list  of  cUlmanta,  S8B ;  notton  agreed 
to,  889.  ^  AitaB,  roll.  S,  8,  7, 19. 

nvmU4rt,frvl4eUam  qfl— 5m  h»dttt,  vol.  L 

Ite,  tMOom,      Be^KsantatiTa  from  Paui^TCnto,  1^  4I0l 

JWfilMiMs^heas  JtMflee.— iSw  Adsa^  ToL  1 

FugtUnt  Amc— hSm  Mm,  vols.    8, 7,  SoM. 

FinuB,  Pbilo  C,  BepreaantatlTe  from  Hew  Toik,  8. 

FouoH,  WluuiiB.,Bsttatot  from  AABaaBB,4Bt  888. 


« 

OixnAR^  Jon,  Bapnaantallm  Amb  PsuvlnBto,  t\ 
«Bwrtai«fUnUBdBlBliBBnk,«4.  aHhMm,yA}». 


Digitized  by 


788 


INDEX. 


GlXM  A  Burar  tUettd  PriiiUn.-~SM  I»deea,  voli.  8,  T. 
OaUiVt,  Albkbt,  Kepi«MiitatlTe  from  Now  Tod:,  460^ 
Oabuitd,  jAnn,  BepTCMDtattTA  from  Tirgliila,  S,  400 ;  t«B- 
titDon^  In  th«  COM  of  R.  M.  Whltnej,  805 ;  oa  doposlto 
irfth  the  BMtt,  810 ;  oa  postponing  tho  ftnurOi  laitel- 

aAKUMUt  Bio^  BeprsMntaUro  from  Loidtlaiu,  ^  M ;  on 

tr«Marrwitaa,N7.  St4  Mtoi,  toL  U. 
Ouum,  HvsH     dKwn  Cleric  Ml 
ffvMraZ,  Comm,U»ary.-—8a4  Iitdtei,  toL  U. 
ffmrai  Wtifiirt.—Ses  ZndM,  toL  1. 
Gtcr^ia^  Yot«  for  Preddent  In  1880,  SSOi 
Gtorgia  Ctaim».-~8tt  Inii^  toL  la  Land  aabnt.-~Sde 

/lWt«^TOLL  JnWfS  £t<llMI.-«M /MfM^  8, 8, 7, 

a,  ft   Prota^  Td.ia 
ffMWMm  Lanffiuiff^  Jowt  itt.—8t«  Index,  roL  ft. 
OBOUiar,  8.     BeprMutaUn  from  Umim^  M8,  W; 

OBtbeiRHtorB.  tL  VUtiMr,SSe;  OB  OoHliMpFl 

«lMtlOB,ttL 

OlDinXM,  JOMITA.  K,  BeprosentatlTe  from  OUa,  <S9. 
OiLui;  RuraoH  H.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  York,  8;  on 

K  Bocaio  In  tho  oommlttM  room,  883.  Sm  ItuUat,  -ni.  ISL 
Guflooox,  Tbohas,  S«preMnUHre  from  Geoi^Ia,  i,  MO; 

on  tho  Florida  War,  4M,  0M. 
Oouuoiousa, BoBBT SL, daoaaaa BL  See IndtB,rQL. 

UL 

Goose,  Patock  O.,  BopreoentattTO  from  Ohio,  481. 

OOBDOir,  ,  Ua  pmpoeltlon  for  a  aob-TreasiUTln  1880^ 

"688. 

Oovitnment  See«ken.~ta  the  Houm,  a  bill  retrolatlng  tho 

dntiea  ot,  roported,  48L 
Obasam,  Jaiob,  BepreeontatlTO  from  North  Carolina,  8, 

4Ba  jSm/(u(«b,to1.U. 
GuxAi^  WiLLUH,  SepeseaUtlvo  from  Indiana,  401. 
OiAMSxi,  FftAson,  BapraaentatlTS  frvw  Kaw  York,  8;  on 

daraiT  patltloaa,  U;  on  nealTlnf  a  patittoa  from 

■l«rea,tt8;  Totea  for  as  Tleo  President,  sn. 
OuxT,  A^F^*"*  Pi  JEtqmsentatlTe  from  New  York,  400. 
CtauxvLUfD,  Suioif,  BeprosenlatiTe  from  Gootgla,  4^  400; 
OsATMR,  William  J.,  BepreaentatiTt  from  Boott  ChrdlBa, 

0ma.T»,  Wiixux  J.,  Bapnsentatl'n  from  Kontn^,  MOi 
Qmxr,  HnuK,  BapnsMititiT*  from  Haw  Tnfc,  400;  on  a 

Tote  of  tliHila  to  the  Speaker,  THL 
Great  A-ttoOit,  retaUatory  meauHm  Aa 

nil. 

Oreeie,  aid  to  Ae.—8te  Indeie,  vols.  7,  & 

OunmL,  GiOBSH,  Jr.,  BepraaenUtlTo  from  Uaasaehnaetta, 

«,40a  Am /iMfM,  Tola.  10, 11,  la. 
toirnr,  Jobs      BapieaentattT*  from  South  CaroUna,  8, 

400. 

0«na>x,  7XUX,  on  tho  admlHlaL  of  Mfehlgan,  ee^  <S^  70, 79; 
ffi;  m  elaetloB  of  PresMent  nd  Tloe  Preddaat,  IS^ 
185;  on  the  Prooldont^  faiBagnntloB,  Wl ;  Benator  frotn 
TennaiaM,  880 ;  on  aboUtlon  petitloBB,  (M;  en  tho  d»- 
eaase  of  L  HoKIm,  060 ;  on  Imprisomnent  fbr  MU,  M. 

AMrtMNoIa,  tuiaHow  to.—S»»  InOm,  toL  11. 

thmboalt.—Sie  Indem,  toI  t 


iraftw*  thfya,  awapturtw  ^  -^Sia  /mfaB,  vob.  ^  & 
Halkt,  Eusha,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ooniteetton^  8, 40L 
Hall,  Hilakd,  BepraaontitlTa  from  Termont,^  4S&  Sh 

Jndeai,  toL  U. 
Hall,  Jcmwrn,  BopreaentatlTe  from  Maim,  & 
HAusr,  NivA,  on  postponlnf  tho  fonrth  Instalment,  476 ; 

oa  flta  Bor^hcsn  frnttar,  Ok 
BAiMtaa,  -WnxuM,  BapceiuitillTe  from  New  Jeisij,  400; 

oa  tha  Traasarr  NoU  bm,  UQ. 


Haikb,  TooMAa  Ih  B^proeeatstlTo  ftom  OUo,  ^,^tl^ » 
the  SzeeatlTo  admlnlatiatloQ,  ISO;  on  a  rat  Iilh 
committee  room,  S04  iSm /Md«aa,TaL  11 

HAmLTOK,  AixzAVDU,  S^poH  <tf,  at  Btenlaiy  ^Ba 
TVwwury.— A«  IiUUn,  vol.  1,  Tivatwf. 

Hakmohi),  Jaxbs  IL,  Be^vaeotatln  tan  Saab  Onifei 
8;  480 ;  on  alarorr  petltim^  &. 

HijngftAK,  &nuan  B^niaiiMlTa  tm  I^^i; 
ontbeXSHntlTeidiidalitiiUi^llT.  him,^ 
IS. 

Haxs,  Qidbob,  BrptaaantctlTC  flan  Xav  Tak,l  &i 

/»K?«B,  TOL  12. 
Hau>ih,  BmuBM,  BejnMBtattrafrDBXnbiAjii  Sh 

AdM^TOLlS. 

Qaxlak,  Jaub,  BepresentaUra  frm  Kentaar,  *,  & 
narwony it^ I»diana,—S««  Iti4ea,viLt 
Hunn,  AiMxagai,  BepwaeatoUTi  fram  OMi^  411 
HAsm,  Jams,  Bepw— ntaUTa  from  FenHjtTMb,! 
Habknoit,  Aubbt  6.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  UmsI  i 
401 

Haxbibox,  Saxifbl  &.,  BepreaentatlTe  frmn  Feni^nK 

8.  8MlnaeK,nl.tk 
n  ABsnoK,  William  IL,  votes  for  at  PneUwt,  n. 
HABnna,  WiLLiAK  B.,  BepreaentatiT«  tun  Vmrimn, 

400. 

Hawb,  Auoc  O.,  BepteMBtntlT*  ft«iKatM)T,4;a 
ttatrlbtiloB  proeaedi  of  laad  ada«  11;  an  R|Ma 
aboUtloa  petltloea,  Ml  A«  Mao^  toU.  11,  It 

EAwaa,  BiosAU,  BepreaeittnttTe  fromKantn^.A 

Hawkhh,  HiOAiAa  BapreaentatiVe  from  Ninth  M 
iia,8,400.        /mte^  T<da.  10, 11,  U. 

Hathb,  GsAsLaa  B.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  OwrfkiK' 
ontka  aaeiaiicf  JbhaOc1>6,Ml;  onmtitiifi^- 
ttw  from  lUTva,  Mi;  OB  the  SamlMla  Tat,  nt 

Bat/tL—lu  the  How,  the  eommtttee  on  opsriii 
tlonal  relations  with,  dlaeban(«i,  TOO. 

Weatkeiu,  propagiMng  Oa  Go»p*l  (W»*hJ--S»»  W« 
ToLT, 

Bstsnn,  WnxiAii,  Bepreacotatlre  fron  Fenqtinl 

^  /«<f«^  TOlS.  11,  11 

Bemp,  A«Mrteoii.—8»e  Jndem,  roL  7. 
HBHtnoBOit,  Joasn^  BspreBBBtettTa  from  PsBMihfll^t 

AMAdaa^ToLU 
HmnMownr,  Fbukm^     III*  ooM  <|^'-As  iM«v^  ^ 
Hmmoia,  Iftuui^  ob        Mpmiglaf  iM^iti^' 

5m /iwtM^  TOL  Ul 
EmrnT,  Tbokas,  BapfesontattTaftom  Pm^lm!*,* 
HxuOD,  WiLLUH,  BepresentatlTO  from  Indltas,  4B. 

Hoar,  ,  on  deposits  with  the  Btataa, 

BODOSOM,  Bbbbooa,  jmIWm       &a /Mte,  veL  & 
HomiAir,  Oobbs,  BepieaeBtstlTa  from  Haw  T<K^4li ' 

th«iBlf>TraBnfr,8M;  ob  ttMSwr  iMtam  M 
HoMT,  tttfKOW,  BapraiMrtatlTB  from  Osiqiliti*' 

omtnl  rdatfami,  081. 
Holt,  Oarn.  BcproeentatlTO  frtm  Oonnaertwt,  UH- 
mmt  D*partmmt.—8M  iMlm,  y6LB,i^  Mm,^'- 

JBxtotUive  DtpartmttU, 
Borne  McH^v/actwM  in.  Ae  Bbu»4.~Se*  Ind4(t,'nLl. 
Ifynwre  io  Ute  Bra»4.—SM  Jndm,  toL  4 
Honmn, e.  Wi BapMaeBtatln  fton  Tli|Ua,S,M:> 

tha  TtMHir  Vote  MQ.  Ul^ 
Aniat  Oa  dB4>  ywdr^—Aa  iMMK  ToL  1ft 
gbnas  toit  to  tta  Semlmele  Wetr^—See  Ma,  tA.  T. 
^owM  eonranea  at  lat  aarnlon  of  Mth  Ooa^rw*,*; 

at  doae  of  letsesslon  of  S4th  Coagnm,  U; 

2d  aaaslon  of  84th  OMicreiB,  SUt;  ooBteBMrt  df"^ 

Blon  of  1887, 400;  a^toom  Bt  dowof  UtSi^^^ 

CongieBs,  648. 
Poimoic,  Gnr.  Bax w,  Oa  ease  tff-BH  hdm,  ^  ^  ^ 
HowAMD,  Bu/ABix  O.,  B«prea«BlBtlT>  ftUB  MsT'''^ 

400i  teporU  oa  nlationairlthlI«teB,IH; 
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MeKim,  ABB;  on  woigMihrtfam  of  Hw  mrj,  TBI. 
H<nr*Ut  Ouaua,  B^nMBUttn  tmn  Ottla,  4 
HOBBABi^  Hbxkt,  «i  th*  trMMur  dKsUr,  M;  S«Mtor 

from  N«w  Hanpililm,  SW ;  oa  Uw  Bab-TMunry,  419 ; 

on  BboUtioa  petltiona,  6S0;  on  lb.  CkltaoanlB  rewla- 

tloni,531;on  du«lUiig,<SrimipabIla  Ind^eSL 

Jhd4m,  vol*.  10,  It  IB. 
Hraur,  Smrun  &,  Bapnmitatfn  ftom  Paanvrlfinla, 

a,  Ml 

B.VWT,  HIK4H  Pi,  BopiMMtaU  w  bom  Bcv  Toik,  S. 
Hnnvi,  B.1LT.,  BopfMUtittT*  ftom  TliglnU,4n;  oa 

Urn  mb-Traunrir,  6{T. 
BuiresK,  WiLLLUf      B«preMiitJitlTfl  from  Ohio,  4SL 
BvxmsaTon,  Abkl,  B^ptoaontmUvo  from  New  ToA,  8. 

i9M  ' Jwta);  ToL  IS. 
Huimiux,  Adah,  BopreaenUttra  from  Tcbimmm,  4;  ob 

Uif  noogntUoB  of  Tdxu,  828. 
Huron ,  propoMd  nrrUorjf  nf.—S44  Jndtm,  toL  1ft 


I 

lUittoU,  jolt,  for  PrMUUBtfa  IBH,  SdO. 
7mp«a«Am«nL— Am  /ikEm^  Tola.  8^  W. 
JmporU.—S»*  ihittes  p*  Import*. 
ImprtaoMoUJbr  MbL—SM  l*dma,  Tob^  7, 6, 1^  llL 
A^rlmmMl^/MMn  tlu  Sunte,  pumft  «C  tbi  Mil. 
«ML 

TncendUuy  PuNJeatlont.'SM  MUm,  toL  H, 

/n(I«f»«<^  />r  8poUaU<»u.—S««  AdMO,  tdL  1,  ffrwcrf 

Independent  lYeaeary  SUt—Ia  th«  S«iuU«,  > bUlfor,  eta, 
consldared,  STd ;  amaadmeat  ofland,  874 ;  a  lal^Ject  af 
gfMt  Importuee,  874 ;  reaioiu  far  not  upportiLg  tito 
asMndmant;  SIB;  tha  taMMiy  oidar  bH  nartad  •  nMMt 
flilnUijrlaflBaBea^nB;  tborMUt  dung*  In  afUn  »• 
qolreo  a  ehange  In  the  polloj  o(  the  la»t  admlnlatnthm 
from  tlie  depoalt  baaka  to  the  snb-Treaimy,  878 ;  coona 
of  the  iMuiks  oowanOj  and  treacberonB,  876;  the  depoalt 
RTStem  a  ftUore,  S7S;  fa  tbe  pnppaed  ar*t«m  prmoUoa- 
tA»1 8T6;  thlalano  OoTenim«it,if  ithaa  nottliepawer 
withlnltself  to  maaiga  thollnaaoes,  ST7;  bowvlUtha 
propoaed  ateMora  albct  the  p«p«r  oi  tba  Bteta  baakaT 
877 ;  wtU  eaaao  »  oomplata  Mpuittoa  tba  Oorern- 
mant  from  the  baaka,  878 ;  what  bava  boen  the  frnlU  of 
tba  eoniwctloa  of  bank  and  atatet  878;  the  bonlu  bare 
become  ut  element  of  political  power,  87S. 

Thia  scheme  la  tho  UMat  •larmlt^  propoaltioB  that  baa 
mrtt  been  preaonted  to  tbe  American  mind,  890 ;  It  pro- 
poaaa  to  aepante  yonr  fbrtonea  from  tboae  of  tbe  groat 
1)odjrtf  tb»p6qda^880;  i  meaanre  moat  noxlooa  to  the 
Weat,  881 ;  auMefoaBM*  that  maat  nault  from  tbe 
XDaapare^Mt. 

AaMsof(b*«oimtrr,881;  vbat  doea  It  beboOTO  at 
to  do  in  tho  preaent  txignofl  881;  do  aay  objectluna 
apply  to  tbe  prevent  meaaare  T  889 ;  Ita  aln^Ucltj,  8S2 ; 
dadalon  of  time  In  Ita  behalf;  8SS ;  tba  Ooremment  can- 
not oontlnae  ber  eonneotlon  trltb  banka  without  sttmn- 
latlag  their  fkctltloaa  erodlt,S88;  anion  of  the  GoTem- 
mant  with  tbe  baaka  aUomlataa  tbe  aataiat  avlk  of  tba 
lHiaUagBratem,S88. 

The  Praaldaat  aatlelpalad  maoh  dlvaral^  of  t^Ialoa 
ottthlaBBlt|eet,884;  baaka  aa  able  Baaror  to  peribtm 
the  datlea  required  of  them,  884;  dlYorea  of  bank  and 
ctate  a  mere  eateh  phraae,  884;  It  strikea  at  the  fonnda- 
tl(moft)wer•dltqnteB^864;  (tvaa  to  tiie  pe<^  a  de- 
^adat«dflutweor,88B;  It  win  ltnd)r  depilTa  tban<tf 


any  cnnoacj  adequate  to  cvrjr  on  the  boalaeM  <rf  tbe 
eoDuannl^,  S8B;  teadenor  to  bring  the  eountrj  to  aa 
ezdnrfTO  metallic  esneaey,  S8B;  a  moat  anaafe  aad 
danfemaBnloo,88<;  dan^  In  tba  aohaua  from^ 
q)potnbDaentoriUo&caia,S86;  emy  ftot  geaa  ai^Aut 
the  B7atam,88& 

Tba  bill  dooUtea  the  dlvoroe,  887;  It  restores  the  eoi- 
renoy  of  the  coutttutioa,  887 ;  great  poUtleal,  pecaalaijr, 
and  motil  erUa  hare  Bowed  from  tbe  dapartnre,  SS7 ; 
the  nion«7«d  kaaea  to  tbe  Oorerament  from  the  aae  of 
bank  aotee,  8ST;  I  am  aafcod  If  I  woold  loae  eoafidaaea 
la  an  Btaauboata  If  one  or  two  ahooM  btov  apt  888;  tba 
day  at  raaampUoa  win  be  *  day  of  pertt  and  daatt  to 
maay,  889 ;  banka  of  elreoladoa  are  baaka  of  haiard  aad 
oflUtBra,88B;tb»p«»w«r<ifal!nrbaBkiOTer  tttawbolet 
889 ;  what  apology  for  lodog  tha  precise  advantage  ftv 
which  tbe  oonstltaUon  waa  framed,  888 ;  tbe  nwral  view 
oftbe  qneatloB  obTloas,880;  what  ts  tbe  obstacle  to  flia 
adoption  of  thla  meaanrot  880;  tbe  lint  petittoi  to 
C«gras«£»abaBk,an;  report  of  the  eommlttee  on  It, 
SM;  otlgla  of  baaUng  la  thla  emntry,  880;  wbatdoea 
thePreddentreoommendrSOO;  tbe  right  aad  obUgaUon 
of  the  Gorenmient  to  keep  Ita  own  money,  881;  aiant- 
ldeofEii^d,8>l;  ezampleof  tba  coBMentloa,l>l; 
tbo  natua  of  the  UIl,  881 ;  c^tadty  of  tbe  oonatry  to 
frunlah  the  qnantitr  of  gtrid  and  allrar,  898 ;  eTideaeea, 
898;  apqde  dronlatlon  of  Franee,  898;  taonted  with 
treaanry  ttotes,  898;  vlewa  of  Bon^arte,  888 ;  change  In 
Franea,  894;  etbeU  of  tbe  pqwr  sTstem  of  Eni^and, 
884;  tba  amendment  propoaed,  895;  o^eettoaa,  890; 
soma  nj^oaa  It  wlttbe  a  great  taflary  to  tba  loeal  bank% 
895;  objeetlona to  the  ftortheriue  of  bank  aotea,896; 
this  Is  a  meaaare  worthy  to  be  called  rAnrnattoa,  887. 

Two  plans  befbre  the  Senate,  S97 ;  a  new  experiment, 
S9S;  Imperial  preoodents,  899;  caaseB  of  the  present 
diitieK,  888;  treaanry  order,  899;  the  United  Btates 
Bank,  an^  400, 401 ;  thepreeent  qneation,  40S;  theper- 
petoal  aad  grataltooa  latrodsetkm  of  tbe  bank,  408 ; 
whawfllnpportmrpMVMltlonr  4U;  thb nb-naaa- 
niyMibaoMlatbe  HdoaalnlsMkdOi;  tbaglootBaf  Oa 
flitere,404;  tha  past,  404;  tbe  peenUar  eamaa  of  «ar 
distress,  406 ;  evil  under  which  the  eonntry  labors  la  tba 
anspenalon  «f  tbe  banks,  405;  tbe  qrtten  of  maaaarsa 
propoaed  tha  admin latratloa,  oxamlaed,  40B;  why 
this  new  experiment  1 40$ ;  no  pradeat  Government  win 
long  ran  counter  to  the  h^lts  of  tho  people,  406 ;  Inaa- 
eait^(rffltemeaBn»,4M;  UablU^to  lhvMltinit,400; 
It  li  laM,  tha  Izaentifa  la  now  waak,  467;  aalan  of  tha 
parae  and  Oe  awar^  407. 

It  ta  said,  tba  bin  wffl  laereaao  Kxeootlve  patroaaga^ 
409;  letter  torn  the  Seventh  Watd  Bank,  New  Toric, 
409 ;  dangerona  tendeaolea  of  the  depotit  ayitem,  409 ; 
Ezocntlve  patronage,  410;  the  PreaMeat  agalnat  the  ex- 
tension of  patronage,  411 ;  it  la  said  this  bm  eatabUabea  a 
treasniy  bank,  411 ;  that  It  will  divoroe  the  Qovamment 
ftom  tbe  peopl^41S;  what  la  tha  proaantlawT  418;  tt 
baatd,  tbe(4inia,**Arotaaof  bank  and  aMa,**  ira  pop- 
nlar  aateb-woid^  4U;  tita  8tat»  baaka  wm  bo  wfasia 
they  were  befne  tbe  rataoval  of  tbe  depasHa,  414;  thla 
measure  wilt  prove  *  Ibontria  of  WMlth  aad  pwapartty 
to  the  South,  418. 

Nothing  In  all  these  meaanrea  Ibr  tbe  relief  of  tba 
eoantfy,  414;  bow  has  this  qoeatloa  arlaant  414;  pari* 
tlon  of  the  admlalstmtloB  whoa  two  moatiM  old,  414; 
taadeneyof  Oe  Heaiaga  and  Un  ta  absUah  a  nasM 
powar  of  tbe  Governmsnl;  «6;  the  abaiaetnlatla  oTtUa 
crista  Is  dlati«aa,41B;1fae  s[n|^  olfaet  sf  thsse  mesa, 
nreala  Oe  relief  of  the  ODTemment,4I0;  two  pn^oal- 
tloiiatobemaintaiBed,418;  dntyoftbeOoTemmsatto 
see  a  pti^ei  paper  conancy  maintained,  418;  position 
«f  fits  BBOBAsr  ftOB  8aaa  OmUaa  an  flie  tafc,  W ; 
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npbUHttoB,  417;  ika  bin  tad  Mnapdmnti  deny  to  anb- 1 
rtanfin  It  hia  uir  dntj  eoDoectad  with  the  enmocj'  b«- 1 
jond  the  regolatkui  of  Um  nrfni,  41T;  thla  Is  not  tnw, 
417 ;  wh«t  meHDm  dooe  the  HeaMcenoMDineBdf  418; 
•hall  one  of  the  greit  powen  of  the  «oaitltitloQ  b«  M>w 
mnoadend  ftmrcrf  418;  tlu  8t«t«  banki,  438;  thb 
fnjootleln  erar  n^^et  a^edloiidd*,  4U ;  aplnrt 
en  oar  oMgee  end  hahlts,  4U. 

ThU  bill,  If  carried  into  effect,  eunot  Ml  to  nlleve 
the  Oovenunent,  419 ;  Iti  ellbeta,41&;  an  otijeotlon  by 
banks  to  the  neepUon  of  the  deposits,  4!0;  Iti*  object, 
ad  to  thia  bill,  that  It  pnildaa  for  the  eoUeotloB  of  the 
nrenueatf  the  Oorenuneat  In  gold  and  rilver,  490;  that 
Itiapealalhed^oritbaiikae^lSl;  that  Iteiealw  <»e 
«wraBCT  1^  tba  SovaruDant  nd  «Bothstlbr  the  peo- 
ple, «1 ;  thnt  It  dlfcma  tko  OmnMBt  from  the 
biiika,4n;  an  theao  nMaaarea  look  to  the  rdlef  of  the 
OovanaMBt  nd  the  pe«vl«.  ^ 

TJm  oommenlal  sod  mannlMtiiriiig  daases  soArlBK 
ndw  a  periodical  preaenre,  421 ;  Ustcrr  of  the  coontrr 
in  this  napeet,  4S ;  wbenoe  this  eteml  ricUslbida  to 
tbebuliMaBorthoeoiuti7T  4>l;  eanaaa,  483,  the 
present  distreas  toerltabl^  484;  orUs  of  a  radondsnt 
ebfiiladM  BOW  maaUM,  «H :  the  baaka  hare  dl- 
TfteedthaQoTonmeBt  fivtn  thenwdTsa,  d>4 ;  we  are 
now  entlieir  fl«e  to  detmniM  what  ahall  be  draw  with 
the  pnbUe  moDtj,  4M;  a  national  bank,  434;  wonid 
aaek  a  bank  oootrol  and  lefolate  the  Isiaea  of  the  Btate 
baaksT  49B ;  mistake  In  Kfi^wd  to  the  depoelt  banks,  489 ; 
DooHilUaDes  t&  the  deposit  banks,  4Hi  whena  bank 
Mk,wboniflto-r  dW;  thodelDga  aUaplaBtetB,4M; 
If  joo  dambls  the  etrenlatloa  700  donhle  the  prioe  otu- 
tldii,«ff;  i»bMdn  an  B«w  to  the  power  ortto  State 
QOTOTinenta,  48T;  the  ulaa  betmoB  the  baaks  and 
the  tnMnrr  ought  not  to  be  reetored,  4S8;  the  dlToroe 
should  be  p«nMtnal,  4SS;  powsr  of  the  Secretary  over 
these  banks,  If  be  was  dtqiosed  to  eiert  an  Improper  U- 
Baenee,  ttfr;  a  leagne  of  aasodated  beaks  might  be  more 
danfsroaa  than  a  national  bank,  439;  the  present  bill, 
«l:tteaaMBdiaeat,4M:  thefli>daiMei¥ahle,4S9L 

nii  kaodaaa  waitea  OB  tha  inatttntlOBa  of  flta  oona- 
fay  to  ba  dspweated,  4». 

HesaoBi  la  fcror  ol  the  awaaaiit  480;  the  GoTemmcnt 
dependent  on  the  banks,  If  they  are  made  doposltorica, 
480;  heneetbe  onoertaln^of  Its  flnsndal  aflUn,  481 ; 
Ittdebtednees  to  Kngbwi,  481 ;  a  naUonsl  bank  would 
have  been  orerwhelmed,  481 ;  the  moTementa  of  certain 
preseeo  devotad  to  th«  kaaka,  481 ;  oDaeeqneitee  of  the 
ceaaeotloa  «C  fb%  Oovanuimt  and  tba  haaks  fbr  the 
laM  fbw  yean,  488 :  the  flhofaw  Is  batWMB  a  Aaeal  ageW7 
aad  a  aaOoial  bank,  481 

Throe  measures  proposed  by  thtsbUl,  4SS;  objeets  to 
ba«ee«npllsh«dl7  tbem,ttS;  eecnrity  In  keeping  the 
paMIc  triesnte,  488 ;  toprorldc  a  cnrrency  of  gold  and 
•nrer,  488 ;  the  entire  expulsion  qt  pvpw  not  contended 
fbr,  488;  the  ratio  of  the  mixture  of  paper  and  eoto  re- 
dooed  to  tbres  cIsmsi,  488;  sppU«d  to  tha  cnmncy  of 
the  wbols  country,  484;  tUs  meanre  wUl  destn?  the 
propoaed  «Ii!fee^48l;  tandenoy  of  paper  to  expel  ooto, 
d84;  Ita  eAct  oa  a  mixed  cnireney  of  tbo  coantry,  486; 
U  Is  said,  by  requiring  payments  In  cola  to  the  Oorern- 
mest,  yoa  eompel  Its  dreolatioB,  486;  experlenee  at 
present,  48D;  Coofl^ess  bound  to  fkimlsh  a  aound  onr- 
reney  of  coin  and  p^>er  to  the  people,  48S ;  power  given 
la  the  cbnetitutloa  to  r^nlate  commerce  sad  the  stand- 
atCtot  Taloo  and  quantity,  488;  power  to  eoto  money, 
■Baiw'«hatpafposo,'488;  the  coaMqaenoe  of  On  as- 
Mmmo  of  tUs  power  aad  the  ooaMttnaoaal  dn^,  4ST; 
inly  of  'Coagrsaa  to  r^olate  the  Issue  of  bank  notes, 

dir. 

Xoasatsa  proposed  I7  the  Ilaaae*  Cnninltta*^  aiaia- 


Ined,  487;  the  lint  bfll  to  pos^one  th«  famti. i-^j. 
iiMnt,4ST;  the  seoond,  to  Isaac  trss*DiyDotM,W;i)i 
third,  to  extend  merdiania' bonds,  488;  lbmtk,tftnt.rt 
the  time  to  the  deposit  banks  fcr  repaToent,  tt;  k 
thlsltagrtttog  tha  snlierlng  tnlensUofthxanailr 
In  our  oxdastre  caio  of  tha  OotwanHat)  4M;  viMfa 
these tDcasaressmoaat to ftrnSeff  4ll;Tlnitffli 
Hessage,  488 ;  the  crislB  one  deep  lutneBt,  4V;  itt- 
ral  to  Inquire  Into  the  cmios,  4f0;  certsU  |csndp» 
tioBS  eoneeded  by  all,  441  i  Influenee  of  tbepreMttU 
on  the  treuiirr,441;  give  the  tressDJTperfcetaMUBk 
of  Its  means,  441;  rettsre  the  tressiUTlhittllHnKa- 
sl^of  usingltsmeaBatosostaln  UMORdltaftbttt^ 
4tt;  canseapeifbctnidfBndtylntheMlaeiiftfaa^ 
leettoaaaad  dlsbmaamaats  of  tiesiafT,4BiiW 
nnfltrorsUa  InSaaaees  win  faUowftom  tUibai,4fl:l>' 
finances  of  the  measure  npoQ  Oovenimeat,4U;lmiti 
legislation  of  Coagiess  flrooi  bank  tnfloenet,  441;  Ef« 
of  this  measors  upon  the  baaki,44t;  ltliHld,kii: 
destroy  these  tostltattous, 444;  ths baakiireiUkt» 
eflted  in  every  light,  44&, 

Amendment,  448;  adopted,  4IS;  aawndDwit  ndr 
bdiig  reception  of  certala  haak  UQi,  loat  W;  «ir 
aaMBdroeata,448;  btUcrdered  to  third  naU^M 

Aa  af^rehenslraL  the  diToroo  would  cripplttte  Ink 
448;  effwtof  the  amendment, 444;  grsdiuldu^h  ' 
the  mode  of  colloctloo,  447 ;  Qovemmnit  elioeU  bt  1^ 
to  command  Its  own  funds, '447;  fbrtbei  remct^d;; 
Ull  passed,  443. 

Immediate  causes  of  our  distress  arise  from  tlal^ 
Uar  system  of  credit  sod  curroncy  enliigtd  n  cm 
sively  la  thia  couatry  aad  Enghu>d,S81;  4iip««iM4 
tbosa  who  depead  upon  this  system  to  Issa  «a  Cfcv  | 
maat,081;  the  slightest  Irregular  movtment  U 6< v> 
raent  produces  a  shodc,  DSl ;  contracUcB  of  ai^^ 
and  banks,  &2S ;  Oovemmeat  to  a  peeollsr  fcdia  ^  1 
der  the snspensloa  of  specie  paymeati,5!!;  kr*!^  | 
yonretmlta  the  Oovemment  and  th«hsBi3!Sil;t=< 
altemaUvesifin;  toflnenoo  (tf  banks  and  uf  ladttt* 
U8;  tha  prapcaltloa  SBbinlttad  tolSIBbSII;iadt 
084. 

TUsUIlTlolntaatheeasisUtBUoB,  R8;Hllbl(s. 
new  proposition,  688;  pmrlskns  of  ttw  UI,  M; 
bni  passes,  the  money  of  tba  people  weoU  b«I  kiA 
bSS;  inthe  inldst  of  agreat  eommercUlRT«lBtitt.C 
how  can  we  aserdso  the  powers  gtreniabftk^ 
tlon,  and  remooM  the  fiscal  action  uf  the  GonnEd 
so  SB  to  relieve  the  country  (tf  Its  anlhTliipIK^in'^ 
our  banking  policy,  the  banks  bare  the  eidnlni^ 
of  making  pqter  mraiey,  and  their  paper  bdIt 
ftir  public  dues,  687;  nador  the  nsory  hat,  ib?*"  I 
hlghertnterestthsBttM«aplt8llst,088;thsttHiBlr  I 
tlfldal  Uws  of  expansion  and  eontiwitoe,ea:?a- 
Btate  governments  wUl  have  a  paper  emnMj,  ^  * 
the  safeet  mode,  DS8 ;  never  wish  to  see  the  bula  « 
Tcrted  Into  political  engines,!^;  the  eaaot^^ 
tween  bank-and  state  aeoqJoaotiodOBilnonstAvI^ 
ertlea,fi»;  plaa  of apMiil  d^oslts best, 
the  great  principle,  680L 

The  nwasnres  an  not  at  aD  comnMBsant4«tt4i 
•x^MMlea  of  the  times,  080;  tt  to  toopent«<)oth<c^ 
rency  as  It  now  I\  680 ;  how  long  is  thU  ttite  ofilap 
to  oonUnoer  680;  specie  baaishod, &S1 ;  vhitfU> 
the  probable  operation  oTs  law  that  takes  no  somM' 
the  present  state  of  the  currency  T  631 ;  we  eooH  h" 
no  return  to  a  spode  dwobtloa  under  It,  831 :  tbe6*^ 
•mnentmastAeallnthatenrreiKjtowUdi&P'!''  ' 
deal,  B8X ;  supposB  the  tow  wried  oat,  wbstndh- 
lowTSSS;  resumption  todeflnltely  postpvMd  If  I 

uw,6sa. 

A  geoenl  return  to  the  precious  metsle  «^o^  I 
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iM  and  Impede  tndfl^  OH ;  abaud  to  Ulk  irfKiah  scmr- 
tmsf  In  thU  eoantryiGU;  It  la  Hid,  the  011I7  adraiitege 
of  ft  paper  eainacj  la  Ita  ehe^pneas,  OSS ;  diealatfon  of 
Xuope,  089';  Iom  bj  a  metalUo  enm&er,  68B ;  It  ia  aald, 
w«alioaldaotb«alBnndlijMpOTlineBta|M;  eomn- 
qr  of  iMBk  PV«r  ut  due  mtlrdr  to  Oa  Oorcnaaeti^ 
DM;  a  word  for  the  Boatb,  OBT ;  anppeaad  Iqloikwa  aflbot 
«rbukaoa  tbe  latM»iiigdaMa,BSr}efMormpaiMlM 
on  ncea,  087,  088L 

What  have  we  done?  SK;  poatponed  tbe  fourth  In* 
atalntent,  BBS;  bued  treaooTT'  notea,  6N;  Ihla  t>  the 
aext  ign*t  mearare,  689;  no  man  ean  determine  tbe 
Bomber  of  aitb-treaanil«a,U*;  what  k  thlabUltMt; 
one  of  the  great  mBM  wad  b  j  aotoenta  to  per^nato 
their  power,  5«:  aoA  k  tUa  bU,  M. 

TMa  meaanie,  aa  a  Demoeratlo  one,  U  iMW,S4S;pab- 
lle  opinion  not  tnHidentl/  enUghtoned,  p4i ;  motlon.to 
U7  the  bin  on  the  table,  &U;  earrted,  M2. 

A  bin,  eta,  eonaUorod,  (Bl;  motion  to  strike  out 
what  reUtea  to  funding  the  nrplu,  <91 ;  oanlod,  ttl ; 
thli  blU  a  reprodnetlon  of  that  of  the  Uat  aaaalon,  091; 
the  prodndBf  elaMaa,  not  the  baaka,  eonitltDte  the 
cooatix,  818 ;  what  had  the  admlBlatratfan         to  do  t 

«n 

SeaolntlOM  of  the  Femn^lTaala  LagUatoio  pteient- 
ed,  lotaeatlBC  a  poa^ooamenter  the  Wll,  MS;  the  tn- 
tnreaof  the  bill,  aS;  the  right  of  Inatmotlen,  8IB;  on 
qneetlona  of  ezpedteney  H  ihoold  be  a  atranf  eaie  to  in- 
dnee  a  Senator  to  abandon  hU  poat,  8H. 

Who  are  moat  eonsplenooa  In  preMing  thla  Mil  npon 
Congnaa  and  the  pM^tof  4M;  It  la  add  we  onghtto 
ftiUow  the  lead  of  the  SMUtor  from  Booth  CandlDa,  687; 
he  withdrew  fkvm  na,  837 ;  Ua  speaoh  waa  pUoaible,  In* 
gonloaa,  iAatraet,  metaphjrieal;  and  generallilng,  8IT ; 
ha  reniloda  ni  that  we  denonnoed  the  p«t  bank  eyttaat, 
an ;  he  pro&aaaa  to  be  tbe  IMend  of  the  banks,  and  at- 
tneked  the  whole  banking  ajstem  of  the  oonntiy,  OSS ; 
the  additional  amount  ot  monej  the  bauka  itamlah  ta  a 
powerftil  Btlmnln*  to  iudnatrj,  819 ;  banka  deemed  hlgUj 
IqInilOM  to  the  planttng  Intoraat,  8n;  nana  ptofltod 
noTB  I1J  the  oB^aumant  vt  mfiUl  nad  ondtt  dMivod 
from  the  baaka,  818;  the  argnnoat  aplaat  tbo  right  of 
tht  OoTonmeBt  to  reealTo  bank  BBlea  aot  aoBBd,  188 :  X 
■naaUhmUniHlflohimaalf.OSO;  farther  eonaidaiod, 

VetloB  to  poa^wne  to  the  next  aestlon,  loat,  8U;  the 
Edgefield  letter,  H8 ;  reaaott  for  not  aetlng  against  the 
administration,  US;  what  wonld  haTe  been  the  reanltlf 
wohad  J<rinedtnthe  nttaekl  HS;  eonld  I  hare  acted 
dUkranUr  from  what  I  dMl  818 ;  extmet  ftmn  the  Bdgo- 
flold  letter,  818;  the  fanpnlirtton  bUi  to  the  gro«ad;8M; 
what  he  eharges  on  me  he  baa  aetnaUjdone,  8U;  It  la 
aid  I  bore  a  character  of  atom  fldelltj,  and  It  la  Im- 
pUed  thatIforftltodlt,U4;  if  he  meant  stem  fldelltjr 
to  party,  my  answer  is,  I  never  belonged  to  the  partjhe 
doea,  815;  mf  present  political  poslHon,  840;  I  eumot 
rotort  npon  tha  Senator  the  charge  at  bsdng  metaphTit- 
eal,8Mi  I  make  no  r^  to  the  defoeta  of  aadentaad- 
li«h»attilb«laatoBM,8l8;  eoaiM  of  pvblle  tUs,8«8; 
tha  raatrMln  maaaare,  818;  flte  bank  af  181i,  847;  ad* 
mlalattatlMi  of  tho  War  X>ap«rtmant,  847. 

War  tB^arienee,  818;  peace  experleno^  648;  the  sec- 
ond explosion  of  tho  pi^er  sjstem,  048;  the  great  meaa- 
nres  tat  reatoring  the  onTTeDe7,  049;  the  bank  exploetvn 
ofien.ON;  thetwopr(ndpteaartheblll,«N;  fennded 
In  the  devest  nmau  ofproprfetyand  oensUtotlonalltr, 
860;  the  Federal  Oonmment  oo^t  to  naethomener 
af  tho  Todanl  eoHtttatloii,  8B1 ;  aa  adeqnato  nppljr  of 
■paeto  for  tho  oonntirii  oaeof  Iho  lint  doOoa  of  the 
FOdanl  Ooranmwa^  01 ;  Inrga  HtnaatO*  pivmoata 
wflHtfararboBMkktaUtaof  paper  raprawatiDg  krga 
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mamea  at  propartj,  OU ;  tbe  eimatltntloa  wta  la  Oob> 

groM  power  to  regnlato  the  yahie  of  edn,  651 
Amendment  r^eetad,  OBS;  reconsideration  loat,  8GO1 
In  tbe  Bouse,  the  Senate  blU  having  been  toad  twlee, 

DMrtlOB  to  laj  It  on  t&a  table  enrfad,  89BL 
Beaohttlonf  of  Oe  Leglalatuw  ot  North  OsraUsn  pro- 

aeBtad,7n;  poUtkal  eharMtw  of  the  iwolBttoHtni; 

hcwftrtohoniardeda*  kNtnMtloBa,lll-Ta8;  dabata^ 

TST,'I2a 

Tndtan  Agttiit.—St»  Indm,  toIi.  4,  11.  ^pmefss.— iSta 
IndtK,  ToL  ID.  IHpartmanL-~-Se»  Indtm,  toL  T.  Too- 
ioty8jfUin,—St4  IiuUm,  foL  T.  LandnoUMna  Statt, 
rtghU  over.— ^  Indtm,  vol  1.  IMaU<ms.—SM  A. 
dm,  vol.  11.  nUs  ITeif  ^HU  Jtoety  J^mtolaA— 
AsAdAToL&  THBml— i8MiiMli^T0L& 

ArflM  War  ybltmU»rt.-~Bes  /ndM.  tdL  1L 

Indiana,  admistion  ef.-~SM  JiuUte,  toI,  81 

Indiana  OanaL-~S»«JkdHB,  vol  9. 

Jndiana,  Toto  for  Preddent  In  18U,  SSO. 

Indiana,  proleatiott  o/.—ln  the  Senate,  a  hDl  to  provide  for 
the  seonritj  of  emigrant  Indians,  oonatderad,  808;  ob- 
jection to  the  part  which  aOowa  the  eonfodemted  tribaa 
to  olcet  a  delegate  to  Congiaaik  889;  tho  delqpto  to  re- 
tUe  at  the  aeat  of  OoremaioB^  and  not  ban  a  aaat  oa 
the  floor  of  Oe  Houaa,  088 ;  bill  ordentd  to  the  third 
reading,  MS. 

Indiana,  O&eroiee.— 5m  Indm,  voL  10.  I>o.  CkleJbamnM 
and  Choetam.—Sf»  Indta,  voL  9,  Do.  Xntiffratlon 
^Sm  Jfidar,  Td.  lOi  i>o.  JtoKdo.— £t«  Ada^  ToL  S. 
Do.  Quapaw.—Su  Jnd«t,  roL  9.  Do.  AwAeni.— <Sm 
IndM,  ToL  1ft. 

rewooel  ttf.—St»  Jhdm,  vOla.  10^  11. 

Imsaiou,  JoiBFB  K,  BepresentatlTe  fh»B  Poaa^Tiala, 
8 ;  on  t  boat  of  OUof  Jnrtlee  Uanhall,  U, 

InanAM,  SAMtm,  KepresentetlTe  from  Oonneellea^  8^  MOi 

/MohwU  Da>ton.—8tt  hidtn,  toL  It 

InUreomrte,  Oommtntal,  do.  FKretgn,  4«.  Sbtk—Bi*  A- 
dta,  ToL  4. 

JUered  dvo  to  oerfoia  Btatm^-St  Indm,  toL  10. 
InUmat  ImprovttnanU.-'Sia  Indm,  rob.  T,  8, 9, 10,  IL 
XnaUA  Otrptj—tk*  InAtm,  toL  IL 


M 

JxeKBOX,  Juxz,  ItepreeentoUre  ftom  Oeorgia,  4, 400. 
Jacksok,  Thomas  B.,  B^reaentatlTe  from  New  York,  480. 
Jaobsox,  Willux,  Bepreaentatlre  fhim  Hasasehnaetta,  & 

8m  Indt^  ToL  18. 
Jaouos,  President,  nfif  to  Saato  Anna's  lettor,  1V>. 
JaiU  qf  SbMlM—JSea  Indim,  toL  L 
Jum,  Hxnr  F.,  BepreaenlatiTe  from  Tnmant^  K 
Jastis,  LBOirx)U>,  Bepreeentatlve  from  Haliie,  8 ;  on  tho 

Exploring  Ib^ditlon,  9IA  Aa  A<faa^       10,  I& 
Jianraa,  Daxixl,  BepreaentatlTe  frcnn  Marrlattd,  0;  400; 

on  postpontog  the  fourth  Instalment,  480. 
JOBX8OK,  Cati,  Kepresentotlve  from  Tennessee,  4;  on  the 

porebase  of  botdLs,  1&  As  iTtdtm,  toK  10, 19. 
JosNBOK,  HaxBT,  Bapraaantatlve  from  LonlsUna,  481. 

SMlnamB,iti.i%. 
JosmoK,  Jotar^  B«pr«a«itatlTa  frosa  Tltginla,  8, 488, 
Joamox,  BiOBABD  IL,  EqmaeBtatlTe  ftom  Keatn^,  4; 

elected  Tlco  Pvaaldent  bf  tha  Senate,  188;  Us  lettar, 

180;  remaita  on  taking  tha  ohalr  of  tha  Bon^toai; 

votes  for  as  TIce  Praaldaa^m  AaMs^TokS^i 

B,  0,  T,  8, 10^  11,  II 
JoBMiOK,  WiLUAX     BopresenUtlve  ftom  Maryland,  488; 

onthedeathof C01er,88eL  Aa/wfae, toL» 
JoHB,  Baa'Awv, BepMaaataUTa  frem  Wilo^4  A*  Jb- 

dtB,viiLl% 

JoKM,  Qaaaaa  W,  Palsgate  ftam  lllaWgM,  *;  qoaiHnar 
paptiKTl& 
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Joni^  JoEM      BapnaanUttn  ttoa  YiqflJtlM,  t,  ML 
J«nii,  NuumL,  B^MtBtattve  from  Hav  Yoifc,  ML 
Jovrtutt  qf  au  Okt  Oongrm.—S»»  fndta,  toL  & 
Journal  i^tAt  Jf'td4ral  CbnwnMoit.— A«^fitdM%TBL  T. 

jHdtetarj/.-Su  JnOtm,  rob.  t,  8, 1, 10, 11,  IS. 

Jxnmov,  AxDuv     BfpreseaUtlre  from  ConiiocUaiit,  S. 

Adgtt,  Federal,  revievat^,^-S»tJndtm,-nllM,i,L 


K 

"Kajkm,  Eiua  K.,  deeeaM  oH;  6.  S*»  Ind»,  toU,  6, 9;  10, 11, 
13. 

Kkd^  Oxosok      B«pi«Mft[atlv«  from  PeniurlTuU,  C91 
KwDiT.i^  QoumHxiTB,  B^rMontaUve  from  H«w  York,  400. 
KamnoiT,  — — ,  on  reotganlwtlon  ti  tfe«  mtt*  fS^ 
Eooxm,  Tiuuic,  BapNMBWlTa  from  Ohio,  4 
Ebt,  Jonnt,  on  11m  Jwiii  «r  R:  H.  CMdbotooi^  M; 

B«iuttor  from  HuTiand,  889;  daeeaM  of;  tOi.  Set  /»• 

(fM^  vol  11. 

ARfwitv  oontottef  JSSaoUoih— ,Sm /tM(«t^  T«L  U. 
Xtmtuetf,  Toto  for  PreatdaBt  In  ISSa^  380 
jr«NyM*  CoU«ffA—8M  litdem,  toL  fl. 
Kr^  F.  8.,  lattar  on  erlmoa  tB  tlM  DUriot  tf  CUmBUa,  9S4. 
E>r,  Wnuuc  BaprawDtatlro  frm  (Hilo,  UL 
"XxUMwrn,  Damiml,  Bepraaaofattra  from  Ohio,  461.  iSm 
rndm,-woLt% 

Knra,  Jo»  P.,  Banator  from  Oaoryla,  880;  on  Traaanir 
BotM^  8U;  OD  the  Bfb-Tranry  bUl,  897 ;  tax  abolition 
petiUona,  598 ;  on  Vermont  raaolntloaA,  W9 ;  ralatlTo  to 
a&tl-flUTerr  patltlon%  790.  St«Ind«K,ytA.lX 

Koio,  WiLLUJf  B.,  Sanator  from  AUtma,  889 ;  on  the 
awmoiU  a  the  OrioBlwMon  Boela^.  184;  aleetad 
ri«ddaatj>r«lM.e«  the  Senate,  in  iUaaddMH,  ITS; 
eboean  Praaldant  pro  tan.  of  the  Smlat  4N;  hie  la- 
inai]CB,45S;  ontbedaaaaM<4J.Uiriar,MBL  J3t»  I»- 
am,  T<di.  4,  S, «,  7,  a, «,  10, 11, 19. 

EnmuD,  Omnei  L.,  Bapraeentatlv«  from  Indiana,  4 

KUMnrtMR^  JoBV  IT^  BepteeentatlTe  from  FanniflTa* 
ak.«,ML 

Ekimt,  NmvuM  Bq  Bautor  from  Kbode  Island.  889. 
Am  JMm^  TCh.  T,  8,  ^  U.  1  J,  1& 


I. 

Z^fbyiMa^  ffrofttwr*  l0h-^  iiidifl^  Tola.  1, 9, 7. 8. 
Z«b  aqwrfto>  O^v^  JOmi^.^  Atf e^  Toll.  9, 7,  a 
Xmd  JKB,  reported  with  amandmenta,  7S. 
ZOfitf  Cloime,  oMtftrmoHon  q^eartefn.— Am  Atfea^  ToL  la 
Zand  Law  and  DMiafoM— la  the  Besate,  a  reeolatloti 

leUtlTe  to  the  ooUcotlon     omaldarad,  19T. 
£Md  PnrtkaMn,  rtUtf  ^.—S»*  htdtm,  f<A.  11. 
Zand  nOea  l»  XowMoM,  i}e.JHMo«ri.-Ae  Adeov  ToL  T. 
LamiUfitrMmeoUimr-Stthiam^  toL  T. 
Zowb,  ir«i<ani^^  Tola.  1,  8,  4,     T.  PMUfe 

Lun,  Axoa,  Bepteee&tadve  ftmn  XndlaBe,  4;  cn  depodte 
with  the  8tatea,«U;  (m  the  JMOoatlan  UB,  881  Su 

Jnitm,  vol.  18. 

ZiUnnis,  OxuxT  T.,  HapwientettTO  from  Now  York,  8. 

^Adet^Tola.11,19; 
lAntm,  Jonir,  BepreaaotattTO  froin  Penn^rlTanla,  8. 
L&WLBB,  JoAa,  BepraaentatlTO  ftom  Alahwne,  4, 461 ;  d 

eeaaeo(«4 

LiMmBom,  Annoir,  BapwaantatlTe  ftom  Ifaaaeehneatta,  8 ; 

<«i  Qte  aui^Da  leTonnat  948;  oa  ftinda  for  fbdenl  dnaa, 
881 

Lay,  ftsoBOi  W.,  BepreaentatlTo  from  New  Ywk,  S.  Am 
IndtK,  ToL  19. 
LVKB,  BepmentattTo  frmn  Tennoaue^  ^  Stt  Adam^ 


LuonRti^  n     BopneentatlTOfiOB  014^40. 
Xeotf  jniM^  raaarmtf  aolf     Aa  Adaat  nk  7, 1 
ZmJ  JRm*  it^  JOiaoHri— Am  JiMlaa^  ToL  10. 
Lc^  Gntiov,  BepreMntatlTe  from  Haw  ToA,  S;  «b  tb 

printing  of  the  goologlcal  report,  Ao,  as;  «b  A^nIb 

with  the  Btataa,  811. 
1,1^  JOBOiTA,  BapraaantatlTe  flan  Hew  Taik,  1 
laM,  tamiM,  BapiaiantaltTO  tna  Hew  Jemy,  I.  AiA- 

Tixonn,  Hmh  B.|  BepteawrtattTe  Imi  BoiA  Cn^ 
410;  on  Iho  nb-TnaMor,  884;  an  OaTMnrXei 

liUl,6t4 

LnmtnDOBVKn,  CoL-iStoa/nda^  toL  U. 
I«>XAnii,  &TXPHEX  B.,  BapraaantatlTe  from  Stw  T«t,  t 
LnoHEB,  E.     un  for  the  rallrf  oi;  p«etd,  Hi 
XiBwn,  DizoK  n  TffirrnamtatlTi  ftirm  ftlihia.l,  wa 

oelTlng  a  petttfan  from  dnve^  961;  9>iL 
LOtralkMnif  AvuHeam  Oawm     JWtW  OBChfifc 

In  tbo  Senate  «  raadlBthM  lAtlra  to^  IHbmH  X 
JUbofia  ,^lcaiM|i>-<aM  iMaa^  Tak  6^  9i 
library  af  Obngrut—SMMtB,  toL  1 
LOraiy  </  Mr.  J^ltraotL—BM  MtB,  t«1 
i;4mama]it.ffeii«r(ii.— Am  AdeB^  toL  & 
XffrM  iTowa  i>HMe«.— Am  Adea),  toU  & 
XtotiaMon,  atoHrfet  ^f^-Aa  .AiAa\  Tola.  1^  4 
LnooiM,  ijwn,  BepveaentatlTo  ftom  XaaaHteMlliiV; 

pwaanti  lemouatrmm agnlaat tho  ouaaflarib 

aa.  AmMm^toLU 
Liinr.I«wBF.,OBaMltlon  te  UM  DMtkt  <(  OWk 

168;  Sanator  from  lIlMoari,SS9;  on  iatWatCja 

protection  to  IndlKU,  643;  on  inland  tnda  wUIm 

Uezleo,nt9.  Am /ndea^  toL  UL 
Z4ea  Oak  i%Hii<i«Ma.--AM /Mlaas  TOla.  i;  S. 
Loan  Sia.-8H  Indtm,  toL  S. 
LoOAx,  HzRxr,  BepraaaatatlTo  ftom  Vmaaftti^^* 
Loonia,  AxDUW,  BepreawtiUTofiom  CU^  ML 
LooMn,  Abfiuzab,  BapteaentntlTO  fimn  Nnr  Tn^tt 

XonMom,  Tote  for  Prealdanfc  In  1881 9St 
i««M(mai:a)Kf  OfofM.— Intbo  BeniK4«B«l*» 

alder  the  blUi  lor,  686. 
LoTi^  Tboiub  d,  BeproMntatlTa  from  New  T«(k,L 
Lowing  Valxxk,  redgna  aa  Saorotaty  oC  the  Ba^A 
LoTAU,  (teotan,  BapteaenlrtlTO  from  TbflBl^  1- 
Lvoaa,  XDWAsDt  BepreaantittTO  from  TbiUm  1 
Ltnmnr,'W'n«aat,  Senator  ftom  Oeoi|i%BH;a  pAt 

tlOB  to  Indiana.  668;  on  t3io  TteMa  wn^  M; « 

aloTery  peUUon^  791 ;  on  allTar  eoliup,  T«l 
Lt<»;  FnAiioB     BepreaentntlTe  from  Alibnn,tt: 

eonntlng  the  votoe  for  Freddent,  ISI;  i»  tbi  <m«* 

of  Joab  lAwIer,  «M. 
LTon,  Lvoiua,  Bonator  from  Mchlgan,  889. 


llAsaoir,  Jixa,  deeeaaaoltM;  eammlttee oa  praMC^ 
reqwetlng,  88;  report,  48. 

MadUon  Paptrt.—la  the  BeiHte,  a  memve  rdiUN  f^*. 
%  raaolntlan  to  anthorlza  tha  pnrcfaaM  0, 
199;  oneottbemoetTBliiabloweAi,  W;  dlfltidtr^ 
the  aelnwo  of  fte*  Boromnent,  ll>;UlB<rf» 
Btatae  dtannttod,  198;  aorerelintr  <<theB«ka<±: 
•oren^tr  «r  the  Btatea,  184 ;  ordeted  to  bs 

IM;  p«Bed,U1197. 
In  the  Honae,  a  maaaaga  relattn  to,  911. 
In  the  Bonate,  a  MU  to  reUnqatoh  te  lln. 
eoprrlght  tn  foreign  eonnttlM,  reported,  41& 
MaU  n^—S»»  JndMj<ii  1. 
ifatae,  admtmkm  i^.~Stt  Indm,  toL  4 
JMh^  Toto  Ibr  Pnaldot  In  1881 984 


Digitized  by 


INDEX 


798 


Ibatw  Bove^  oMm      <Sm  AmU«^  TOli.  8^  IOl 
Haixoxt,  Fuxon,  BcpntentiMn  from  Tlrftabi  460; 

d9S,  v«L  11. 

Hunt,  Abu  AH,  Jr.,  BeprMenUtlTO  from  New  Tork,  8 ;  oa 
the  BxmoUt*  AdmlidatnttoD,  S81;  on  d^KMlta  witb 
asBtata,ni,SU;  oiifliiiditeMsnldaei,nfc  St* 

/MfM^TOLlS. 

Maxk.  Job,  BapnMiMtnftom  PraaqrlTSBk,  8. 
3CA>iRiNt  »mffitw>  X,  BapiMMtatlT*  ItvBi  SoBtt  CmH- 

]u,8;  d«<waMofiSS. 
HuuiKT  D'Avnun,  eaM(!ft-^SM  AdwvTolSt 
Xarln*  Bervia*.-~S»*  Indn,  voL  1ft 
UuTDi,  JoasvA     BdpnMtitotlvc  from  Alabanu,  4,  Ml. 
lUxTn,  SiODAXD  p.,  BopmwiUUT*  fMm  H«w  York,  tfO. 

JGtfyltMd;  Toto  fiir  PMldant  In  1880)  iSO. 
Jfiiir'^nMj^mMorlalmflU  wlaU  <f  «^iirt.—St6  Indtm, 

UiMir,  3oB»  Ti  BopreMnUUro  from  Virginia,  8.  St»  /»- 
OtK,  TOL  IL- 

ICasox,  JAiot      BepreaantatlTe  from  Tfigtula,  MO ;  on 
Qw  rooognltloii  of  Tenw,  SKI ;  ou  the  >nb-Tr«uitr7, 680. 
Masok,  Horn,  BeproMntftUr*  from  IUim,  &  St*  J»d*n, 

HjJKfSy  BawOV,  BoprMMiMlTi  fkoia  <Hilo,  4,  Ml. 
Hams,  Hauuty  BoprMOBtattro  ftom  New  Tork,  S. 
MaamidiM*M*,  Toto  to  PiMldent  In  1886,  saa 
MeuaatinMU*  XemoHai  on  O*  war  qf  1812.— ,Sm  /dAm, 
vols.  . 

JTMMMAvMttt  liaUia  OaffM— 5M  /nd«a,  Tola.  8, 8,  H IL 
Uauxt,  Abkam  p.,  B^preMntatlr*  thnn  Tannmoa^  i.  Ml ; 

on  tlM  UlHtMlnd  eloetton,  478, 484. 
HAxnUi  Jomr  P.  B.,  BapftMatattn  ftm  Now  Jane^, 

460. 

UA.T,  WiLUAJi  "L,  BeprMantatiYO  from  lUinoU,  A,  4fil. 
Jfaiftvtlt*  Road.— 6**  ZndMi,  toU  10,  II. 
UoCabtt,  JovATnAK,  BflprMantatlTefromIndtaii«,4. 

ifwfffB,  Toll.  11,  la. 
MoClku^,  An  BepreaonUtlTe  from  TannesiM,  490. . 
UoGlellaf,  Bohkt,  BepraMntatlT*  from  Hew  Tork,  480; 
McCldu,  CkauAi,  BepraiantatlTe  from  Pona^lTaoU, 

Mft. 

MOCoiua,  VtLLiAX,  BaprasentntlT*  fton  TbglnU,  8;  on 
deporiUwlthtlieBUtea,Sl«.  £m  A<fM,  toL  19. 

UoKat,  jAJoa  J.,  BepneaotatlTo  from  North  Carolina,  8, 
400;  oa  poatponlng  the  faaiih  lintnlmant,  488;  on  the 
riuMa  war,  OU;  on  the  dUrlbntbrn  of  ^tOl£ka,  Uft, 
B**  T»d*K,  Tola.  11, 11 

M oKbav,  SAinnL,  Benator  frtmi  FennarlTanlat  889 ;  pre* 
mts  «nU-al«T«iry  mamMlal,  HT.  8**  Indtm,  toL  IS. 

If oEmAa,  Thomas  ILTi  BaptwintetlTe  ftom  tmafi^ 
■ruila,8,480. 

SloExoir,  Jomr,  BepieaentatlTe  from  Kew  Twk,  8 ;  on  the 
exMQtlTe  admlnMraUon,  800;  on  the  aneat  of  B.  IL 
'Whltner.SM;  on depodta with tha  Statea, <U. 

KoKiM,  ItAAo^  Beprawntatlre  from  lliaiylaad,  t,  MO;  Ha- 
eeaaaoCOBS.  <Sm  Imdie^  r^L  IS. 

HcEmxT,  Joiur,  Senator  fton  Alabama,  TS.  Am  Indtx, 

4«aitT0LU. 

lCkA]»,Braui»'W'.,«Mii»«!— In  tho  Bannl^ftbia  vda- 
ttTO  to  Oe  dalm  0^  paMd,  eiT.  &«  Ade^  toIi.  «,  10^ 
19. 

M*dU*rran*aM  TVod*— iSm  AdM,  toL  S. 

Jfembtrt  qf  Cbw^rM*,  appoinlnHtmit  t^.-~8»*  /ftdaa,  Tid.  & 

MemoHai  qf  SHUA  tftl^tat*  am  Ceio»i*aUofL.—a**  Hdm, 

Tvd.lL 

Slsnm,  &  A,  BopnMlatti*  fkwa  Xaatoaki',  MO;  on 


poatpontig  flw  Ibnrtb  lutalment,  487 ;  on  the  attack  on 
the  OaroUna,  6TSi 
Hnon,  OiuKLn  F.,  BopreaentatlTe  ftmn  Tltglnla,  8, 400; 
on  AincU  for  federal  dnee,  832 ;  on  the  Hbdvippl  ele> 
tlon,  4T8 ;  on  nontral  Mlatlons,  081.  Set  Indem,  voli.  6, 
0, 10, 11, 18. 

XarvAantf  So»d*.—la  the  Bonato,  a  bill  to  extend  flie  Ume 
of  pajrment  of;  paaeed,  86T, 

bi  the  Houe,  a  Ull  to  postpono  the  pajiaant  at,  ro> 
ported,  404. 

JreMOfM,  on  aftlra  with  Franoe,  14-84;  at  8d  BMlon  ori4th 

CoDgreiB,M;  onUadbon'ewritIng8,'08;  relaHve to ehfp 
canals  aerontbe  Iathmaa,M;  onUeslcan  aflUra,  169; 
on  npilaals  B^DBt  Uezlco,  18T ;  en  the  Uadlion  papen^ 
811 ;  on  Texan  Independence,  8S3 ;  relatlra  to  Hlehlgan, 
S88;  oncrimu  In  the  Dlstriotof  CotDmbliL,S04;  tolat 
BanionofS5thOoDgnes,840;  at8daearton  of  agth  Oon- 
greaa,  644;  on  dlatnrbancM  on  the  Horthoin  Fnwtlar, 
678;  onlnTaelonof  Am«rioaniol^6n;  lelatlTOtoUcx* 
ioo,  MS-M4;  on  thA Gorenunent monej,  886;  onberder 
oatmgca,<80;  at  tboSdeeaatonorssthCoBgreas,  890;  on 
th«  Bmltheonlan  Lega«7,  703;  on  the  deikl cation  of 
ewartwoot,  709;  on  British  tro^anen  on  the  Stat*  of 
Maine,  704 

Jtefoo.— In  the  Senate,  a  repOTt  of  ttao  Committee  oa  For- 
clgnB«lntl0Bs,l»4;ndreM  to  bo  denandad,  184;  an- 
other oflbrt  to  pnaerre  peooo  ihonld  be  denwiidaili  193 ; 
the  departure  of  our  KepresentattTO  abnipt  and  wuta* 
ceMair,  193;  Inatanoeat  Ohent,  198;  droamrtimxe  iit 
the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  XHta,  188;  r^prfMla  reeommntdad 
b7  the  Pretfdent,  188;  fluthar  ezptaaatlma,  800;  raport 
agreed  to,  90O. 

In  the  HooM,  a  report  on  the  MeBsags  of  the  Presi- 
dent relatlTo  to,  806 ;  a  resotatlon  of  Inqnli^  relative  to 
any  eom^poodeiMM  ra^cetlng  tho  coMhn  <A  Untbaf 
bf  Metfoo,  oflbnd,  MB;  igmad  ia,  tU, 

In  the  Senate,  a  atatement  of  Uw  neUon  thnalkr,  000 ; 
oondnotofMedM^OOO;  prcper  to  await  Um  nellonoraio 
Honse,  080;  the  next  step  most  be  some  noasnn  that 
maj  lead  to  war,  600 ;  what  were  the  &cts  In  the  ease  f 
•60 ;  ftarther  remarks,  061 ;  Message  from  the  President, 
6«*-6»l 

IntboHonse,  araeoliitlont«latlTeta,708.  Se*^td*m, 

MkUaan,  odrnMon  the  Bonse,  a  blU  relattre  to 

the  Bonthera  Bonndaiy  and  admlsdon,  ke.,  eonsldered, 
89 ;  moTod  to  postpone,  to  prooeed  with  the  Arkanaaa 
1)111,99;  reoommltment  of  both  moTed,S9;  the  question 
ofboandai7shoaIdbe1eftf<irftitar«ai]JnstmeBt,80;  bOl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  80;  passed,  8L 

In  the  Senate,  a  message  TelatlTeto,n;  remarks,  <S; 
referred,  06;  motion  to  read  the  bill  to  admlashHi  a  third 
time, 89;  «M  of  thognvast  gnsatloaa  oTor  snbmlttad 
to  the  Senate,  89;  the  blU  shonU  psH  earfr,  that  Hlehl- 
gan'ml^t  reoelTe  her  share  of  the  departs  to  be  dls- 
tribnted,  BO;  the  Huts  of  the  ease,  09;  more  tlmedesfra- 
ble,  70;  is  the  Senoto  competent  to  declare  the  aeta  of 
the  last  coBTentUm  valid  f  70 ;  force  of  the  preamble  of 
the  blU,  10 ;  peo[de  of  the  Territory  pertotlj  eompatent 
to  botd  a.  eenvenUon  spontaneonalr,  wlthont  anj  npfll- 
cotioa  to  tho  LegUatnn  about  tb*  matter,  Tl. 

The  laat  eoBTontlon  Ulagal  nad  nnntiioriaad,  Tl;  la 
tUa  aet  of  tt»  pooph  a  ftaUlmeBt  of  fte  oondttku  of 
admission  T  Tl ;  was  sodetj  to  be  reduced  to  Its  ele- 
mentsT  71 ;  snch  dootrlnes  onght  not  to  be  tolerated, 
Tl;  noaetofthaLegUlatorereqBlredtoglTOTaUdl^to 
the  eonrentton,  TB;  a  mere  qneetlon  of  rlgb^  TS;  tho 
admission  realsted  to  fonr  years,  TO, 

Orders  pos^ned  to  oonslder  the  bl]l,T8;  the  bin,T8; 
moTod  to  roeoBuntt  and  strfko  oat  the  pnambk^  78; 
aoftct^lS;  hndOliMlfronutttntodHMmUjnBtbaf^ 
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Ujr  to MMBttortiiaStatat  TS;  irBot,theBtolntivdaoe 
h«  «B  Ito  Mrthori^  would  b*  npnsnant  to  a»  priad- 
plo*  nt  our  ooBrtltation,  TS;  on  wbmt  rauvB  U  It  bdd 
thftt  ail  uMmUj  bad  tbo  Mtliorltj  r  74 ;  iMcanM  mon 
Tfltfls  were  glren  tor  thb  thui  for  tbe  other  coDTentioii, 
74;  a  qaeeUoD  of  prtnelple  Inrolrad,  74 ;  tbe  antbori^ 
of  anmbenli  nude  to  aet  aside  the  anthorttjttf  law  and 
the  coMdtBtion,  74;  nme  principle  l&ndTed  la  tlie  laU 
■aBNjUm  BteraiiMiit  tt  llairlud,  74;  fnnnd  «f  the 
Uairland  liiaiimetli»,74;  It  to  lald  the  UleU^  a*, 
■embly  wae  not  self-ooMUtotod,  74;  OoigrM  bai  bo 
rl^t  to  call  a  AHiTentloa  In  a  State,  74;  how  Mtehlgao 
can  come  In,  71;  Michigan  dlffsra  from  the  other  States 
onlf  In  her  Federal  relatlona,  70;  what  ahall  be  done? 
15. 

Berlew  «f  fteta  mmI  dresmatoneei,  76;  Oongreai  did 
art  Intend  that  the  Intervnttoa  of  the  LefUatnre 
■hqinld  be  aeeaintj,  7t;  amonat  of  tbe  teetbnoaj  as 
to  tiw  Meant  of  the  people.  71;  tUe  dafayr  nnneeee 

Anendment  to  the  preamble  moTod,  TT;  It  asaerta 
what  is  not  a  Ihct,  TT ;  the  ^neatlon  U  between  the  two 
conrentlona-lf  the  flntwea  legal,  thebatwaa  Mt,78; 
what  eTldenee  la  there  «r  «B)r  rifaUrl^  b  the  eleattou 
of  ddegateat  7S. 

"What  to  tbe  fnaittoBf  Tl;  ahall  we  raleaae  lOddau 
afler  ihe  baa  gltwi  bar  MWBt  to  tbe  eoBdlltoiut  7*; 
oflaloa  «f  tbe  people  aa  to  their  aoathent  bovBdarjr,  79; 
•ball  we  rqjeet  thta  praamUs,  whidi  will  flmrer  tarml- 
nata  the  dispato  between  two  fltatear  80;  Tlew»  eater, 
talned  of  the  preamble  at  tbe  last  aeaslon,  80 ;  no  otttee- 
tkio  to  the  act  of  Congreai  nolees  the  pe4q>le  are  not  oom- 
•  potent  to  glT«  the  rcqnired  nawnt  withoot  the  Intorren- 
tlon  of  the  Iieglalatnre,  8t ;  oondoct  of  the  people,  81 ; 
TtonBweB.81;  Mtowari,  81;  eve  of  Ifatjtad,  81;  ate 
eonroe  of  power  to  tbe  emmntloa,  kglalatlvo  action 
innild)i»T»beeaab«ird,aS:  the  people  are  the  rlgfatflil 
esthen  of  lU  oonrtttotloiu,  81. 

PrBsent  aspect  of  tbe  qoeetltni,  88;  Peon^lnrnto  af- 
iUii,88;  theUaiyland  braaoh  of  tbe  qneetion,  68;  r»- 
msrka  of  Hadlson,  84 ;  oonrentlona  ladependeot  of  State 
liUlalalinn,  84;  how  have  Btate  LegtaUtarei  aioiuned  to 
-here  the  power  to  pant  or  withhold  them  tS4;  theoaae 
orHlcU|ui.8i;  dewBCtotiwi  of  nobe  etthelMtue' 
rion,8ft. 

ThebllliBTelnsemoiiatiotiapoUtlealhenij,  65;  the 
oaae  simply  eUted,  89 ,  aotlan  under  the  ordiaaooe  of 
■87,80;  has  the  condition  been  complied  with  f  80;  set- 
tlement of  the  benndailBa,  81 ;  privilege  of  LegUatnres 
andfttTeeofoMuUtuUon^SS;  the  power  to  osil  the  oon- 
veotlon  reqnlrad  In  lOeUgiK  e  men  Mt«f  ordbaiy  leg- 
l>lattoD,8a. 

OroiiBdaiqwawhhdiUweppadtloB  to  fldi  edmlasloa 
fcH  been  made,  80 ;  she  to  stm  •  terrilerr,  SO;  Leglils- 
turn  and  oonveotlona  are  mere  agents  at  the  pAple,  In 
whom  sll  MTeietgnfy  reBldss,  80;  has  s  single  remon- 
etranoe  been  preeentedt  00;  the  Benato  has  not  eitfoyed 
the  OMiftdenoe  of  the  people  for  some  yeaia,  SO;  this  a 
qneetion  of  fbets,  90 ;  what  wen  the  dootrlnea  of  '06  f 
SO;  democtaey  was  called  a. disease,  SI;  porpoBS  Jbr 
whlA  tbe  eliea  and  eedition  laws  wan  paved,  01;  sb- 
sardltr  «f  the  priadple  eon  tended  Ibr,  ibowa,  91;  the 
preemUe  nnbeessaiy.tl;  aoMBdineiitloemS;  bdlM^ 
d«ed  to  « thifAiWdlag,  03. 

Anatom-T-Ia  .the  Beaate,  the  MM>lga»  Sena  ton  ad- 
mitted, 109 ;  ballot  fbr  UnM,  lOOl 

Debate  reUtlTO  to  eonnting  ber  Tote  tar  President,  ISS, 

IntheHonse,theUlle<nisldered,9fiD;  psBBed,Sti5;  the 
BepreoentatlTe  qnalUM,  930.  Sea  India, -nLU. 
JSoMpm^Vote  «»  PresldeBt  to  18M,  S80. 


MUUary  Aaadmiy  and  AoadtwU4*.—SM  Imttm,  vek.! 

6,7. 

MUtiaty  SoaSt.~8t*  I»dmt,-nL  7. 

Hditta  OmrU  JlfarUai.-3i*  Inima,  tdU.  9.  IOl 

UiLLiB,  Jnsn,  Bepresentetive  bom  Pennvrlraaia,  &  Sm 
ZndM,  vols.  11, 19. 

UnuR,  Jons,  BepresestattTs  from  Uasfaiippt.  ML 

MiLLUijr,  Jon  Jq  BepvsisatetlTe  Aam  IMavue,  9,4n. 
As/iMlM^TeLlt 

JfI*Mff>  to  AVfowL-^  JW«^  TflL  II. 

MinU,itremek.—lii  the Hooie, the  sal||eet  Mi^dend, » 
Ae/ndea^ToL  12. 

XIkLtSm  I»dM,  voU  1,  9, 10. 

2lira»da't  SeptdUitmr~S«0  Ittdetn,  toL  ^ 

Mi—iMippi  Sl4eHon.—la  the  Honse,  a  report  of  tbe  m- 
mittee  In  &Tor,478;  important  salijeat,  478;  qactfm 
on  conenrrenee  with  the  report  that  the  rT—~*— IT  m 
dnlj  sleeted,  484;  the  dn^  of  tbe  Lc«Uatan  to  |m- 
•eribe  the  time,  pleoci,  «ad  manMr  of  hoMiag  U 
flleelloBs,4S4;  net  In  the  power  of  tho  QowrpeitoJs. 
tormine  the  time  or  places  sad  manner,  484;  ■nbstUait 
fi>rtheree(datloaofhred,483;  tbe  beta  artkoasa,IS3: 
are  these  gentleman  ttiUtled  to  their  eeata?  49;  It  h 
said  TaeaBdes  liad  not  luqipened,  4SS, 

The  qnestlM  depends  npon  what  wm  tbe  Tafssfj- 
andbow  It  to  to  be  fflled,  600;  tbe  Terwnrj-.  009;  bns 
tbeiepersMW  beeieleetedieOO;  U  liKTiwtr^* 
theExeeaUve  of  a  BtatosBBBot  snpplr,  809;  iUBIm 
esB  be  n^plj' tt  ftr  a leim  of  tweraa^BM;  hKb*- 
ttOB,S01;  thto  deirtloa  nMonsUtatloBal,aoi;  bawwS 
tbe  reeolntlon  be  reesfred  bjr  the  pwylo  of  JOHbs^r 
D09;  adopted,  M9. 
A  oonmontoaltoe  from  eoatestaaa  offered,  S8&. 
XesolattOM  relsdTe  to,  oonsidwed,  glS;  ceolewri 
admlttadtoOe  flow, 018;  argameat  of  Ib-CUbiM 
«9;  frirOar  aouldeiatlon,  019,  tU,  919. 

MeoHea  of  m«BbeiareaMnae^99a;  aa— ftewstea-  | 
ted,980L 

MlMiMippl  8taU.—8»»  Indm,  toI-  5;  ^  TuvUmw^^ 

IndtXf  voL  8,  TerritorUtL 
MttHmtppt,  veto  tat  President  In  1890,  980l 

MUtmrk—St*  Mem,  veto.  4, 0, 9,  T. 
MlmM$H£mdCtalma,-SnI»dem,TAU. 
JHieeNH;  Toto  Ibr  PnsUoiit  la  Ueii  98«k 
Ifncout)  Ctauui  P.,  PipwisBtattTe  ftom  Kav  T«k, 
409, 

UonoB,  Javm,  ctalm  iif.—8et  ImOm,  nU.  It  11. 
Motuv  AkiMu.— la  the  Hoota,  reiolatlow  niaHva  ta. 

711  See  Indm,-nU.t,t. 
"Mxamotaact,  Vmui^  BipteiiatrtlTe  INa  Vortt  OnB- 

aa,8.40a 

Hoona,  Elt,  B^rsoeBtattve  bfm  TSvw  Toifc,  9, 49L 
MosoAx,  Tiuux  a,  Bssooosntatln  fren  Tbstala,  t,  m. 
HoattAX,  Wiuui^  flto  «MS  «E-^  Miak  tcL  IQL 
Hoaan,  Outabo,  BspmeatillTe  fMa  OUa,  dCL 
Uonxn,  Hatsias,  EepreBBatattre  from  PransjlTsala.  I 

400;  oa  tbe  death  of  <»ler,  999;  on  Ihe  drU  Ust, 
Uoaais,  Bamvbl  W.,  Bepreseatatlve  from  Feaaajlml^ 

4S& 

ICouB,  TnoMAS,  Senator  from  Ohio,  980 ;  en  the  admMM 
of  Mlohlgaa,  70;  71 ;  o9!iBrs  roeofaittoM  eeutar  to  tlum 
of  Ur.  Calhoun,  570;  on  Galbowilk  gioaltttto«a,  sn.asi. 
B84;  oahaakMtot  teO«TCiBiaMitAaa^9l&  AoJa- 

Jfotter  i^Oom.  Perr}/.--See  Indm,  ToL  t. 
lloirroKiALaxAxaaa,  Senator  ft«B  TinqWaaa,  ISI^O;  a 

lettldaaa  lead  dalma,  931 
iTMMtod  /It/dairy.-^  htdem,  Tida.  4, 19,  U. 
HntLzHaaaa,  Haxas  JL,  BoprooontattTa  tam  P«aa«!t»- 

ata,9,4IQk 
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JftiAtralbaMoM  latM.— In  tlio  Bonate,  %  memorial  of  Sr. 
Theller,  78T ;  hb  com,  787 ;  ■  utonllied  ettlien  mp- 
tand  In  Cuada  ud  wndemnad fcr  tmaoD,  7S7;  natn- 
nllMddtlMwuitltledtoall  tb*  ptoteeUoa  of  nattrv 
•Itbea^m;  pMBltedimniMtaioMrftlitofliM,  TST;  * 

-  patlMon  fcr  tlw  rqftri  Md  adcptlOB  of  new  tow  pre- 
Tvattsf  a*  iadborimlBtfa  IbUdx  of  ftrdgB  MidgnBto, 

J'ovaJJWaUMmMl— >SMitidM^T0ta.l,  1^  1^4,6,1;  T,  f, 

la 

Karal  Bi>pMU.~S64  InOtm,  toL  7. 
JToval  P«fMlM  AtidL— ^  /lutaa,  toL  7. 
JRmri  <SoA<k4.— ^  A<t«^  toL  a,  aad  toL  »,  Xaval 

SttaUUkmia. 

Vov}f  PhmIom  And— b  Uw  SmmUi,  naBdmnta  nT  Uu 

HotM  oMMiderad,  9U. 
-Vovy,  rwrpottteiffra  q/^— In  the  Hoom,  a  motion  to  itilke 

ont  the  tqifiroprUtlon  t^  the 'nary  board,  TB& 
Natlob,  CBABLBa,  Bepresentatlre  from  PeansylTanUiin; 

An  tbe  anb-Treasni;,  588. 
J^e^roM,  jVm,  in  Oe  MttHet  c>f  CWmrMo.— A*  /rK/«(o, 

T<d.t. 

JTmOral  R4lation9.—Ia  the  SeiiJit«,  •  bUI  relative  to,  eonslc!- 
ared,  Al;  tba  tow  of  1818^  «t;  rlffeta  at  oar  three 
nel^bors,  61S ;  the  UU  a  meamre  of  prerentlon,  SU ; 
tbe  ILrat  eeetion,  019;  the  second  aeetion,  S19;  the  at- 
tack OB  the  CaroUae  svowed  a  British  offleer  as 
done  bf  bla  ordere,  611;  amendment  oflbred,  618;  It 
oooflnea  the  t^ratlon  of  the  bill  to  the  fi»«lga.atalea 
wd  ootonlai  ooBtanotBona  wttb  u,  818 ;  bQl  piaaid, 
«18. 

In  tbe  Home,  prlndplM  on  whMi  the  bU  Is  baaed, 
880 ;  poller  of  Ooverament,  681 ;  BBerewiiy  to  bring 
the  aid  of  the  elvll  power  on  the  northern  frontier,  681; 
power  ample  nnder  the  laws  of  17M  and  1813,  681 ;  eor* 
respondence  between  Ur.  Madison  and  Ur.  Plnknor, 
881 ;  It  U  said  the  Amrth  artlde  of  the  oonsUtntlon  la  In 
oonfllet  with  this  bill,  681 ;  prlndiries  of  tbe  amend- 
mint,  8Bli  Uw  aot  itf  1819  went  ftr  anooi^  US;  a 
neaatire  entlrvir  Impropor  to  be  adopted,  888 ;  a  bUI  to 
trammel  trade  and  eonmeroe,  681 ;  a  mooatroiia  prind- 
plB,  68S;  protection  afflbrded  hj  the  Britlah  anthorlUea, 
889;  fkirtber  eoDddored,  687 ;  paase^  888. 

In  tbe  Senate,  the  bill  from  the  Honse  rep«»1ed,  BBS ; 
amendments,  888;  fliat  aeetlon  anthorUea  a  selzare 
without  Umttatlona,  tbe  ameDdiiMnt  designed  to  Kmlt 
1^  888 ;  two  eouidenthna  In  fcror  tbe  amendment, 
MD;  amendment  agreed  to^  6H;  Mcmd  amuidmeB^ 
M8;  txrHHUOBo,  BU;  tUrd  and  finrth  antwndmwita. 
m.  AeA«f«\voIs.^4,S,8,7. 

Jfov  ffaatptlUr*,  voto  for  Prcatdent  In  1886^  99IIL 

Jftm  Arasy,  rote  for  President  In  1886, 98a 

Xm  MkHoo  and  JKsfowrf  Mand  7Vad«.— In  the  Senate, 
a  memorial  relatire  to,  pteaented.  7t>9.   S«6  Jadtm, 

JTaiD  Fori^  Tot*  for  Preddent  In  1881^  198. 

JOagara  Ai^brerC-«M  Msbi,  toIb.  ^  8. 

NiCHOUa,  Bonznr  C,  Senator  from  LooMaaa,  888. 

Mtua,  Jomt  H.,  on  the  treasnrjr  dronUr,  61;  on  the  adml^ 
alon  of  HIehlgao,  M ;  on  aboUUon  In  the  District  of  Co- 
lambia,  108;  on  oopfright  to  forelgnen,  184;  Sraator 
froaa  Ooaneotlent,888;  on  the  sab-Treasnrr  UU,  874 ; 
en  aboUtlMi  petlthma,  588;  on  CUhom^  reeohitloDa, 
BM;  an' tba  fontth  tastalmen^TO;  on  ^T«r  eoUwge^ 
1ML 


NoBU^  WnxuM  H.,  Bepreaantatiro  ftom  Haw  Tnk,  480. 
K9»-JBaporiatttm  in  Jbr^tffi^  JMfoma.— Ae  IndM,  toL  4. 
}/<m-Ji»portaiion.—8et  Indtu,  vds.  8, 4. 

jrorlk  OarMma,  voU  for  Pruldent  In  lES^  2&a 
Ifortk  aatttrm  Bowtdarf.— la  the  Boose,  a  message  ftvm 
tlMPiaaldaat»totlTctotooDsldei«l,n9i  dalmaof  tbe 
Bttia  or  Malaa^  en ;  pncMdlagB  «( tba  oomndmion,  680 ; 
twain  pmyoiad  by  thawmmlMtwi,  880;  AmtrioiBpio- 
podtlon  an  abaodonnent  of  tbe  elalm,  660. 

In  the  Senate,  leave  to  bring  In  a  bUl  to  prorido  for 
the  Borrey,  886;  retort  rolattve  bv  638 ;  a  message  rel^ 
tlTO  to,  7S7;  report  on,  758;  a  UIl  glrifig  the  President 
additional  means  vt  defence  tn  certain  «ases  of  inradon, 
eonddered,  761 ;  foatnres  of  the  bill,  TBI ;  eonseqnenees 
orpasali«sMbabin,TB9;  .nopartof  the  blUomld  be 
Tiawod  as  n  tbiaa^  788;  tlw  Jnattoe  of  OBT  cause  la  palpa- 
ble, 788;  tba  bUI  to  Bttlo  mora  tban•oentll^tnt  appro- 
priation placed  at  tbe  dtopoaal  of  the  Prraldcnt,  768 ;  to 
It  a  threat  to  prepare  for  war  when  an  intention  to  In- 
vade onr  territory  baa  been  arowed  f  764 ;  bill  passed 
unanimously,  765. 

In  tbe  Honaa,  •  debate  Oft  tbe  bill,  761  SHimdM, 
Tflto.8tl0^19. 

JVortJUn*  .yWmtfar.— In  tba  HoQsa,  the  blU  for  the  presort 
Tatl«BflrpMMaaa,«onBlclend,«8t;<ddaetortbe  UH, 
4H;  sibonM  panao  bellMa  w«  maka  aaj  altamtlon  in 
those  prindples  in  relation  to  onr  export  trade,  wbieb 
hod  existed  so  long,  6Si;  the  Mil  IneOdent  to  answer 
the  end  It  proposee,  6S5. 

IfortlktBMtOotUt,  t^OoroHon  ^.—Sm  Indan,  Tds.  7,  8.  ' 

HoBTKUi,  JOBIT,  on  ooQOtiDg  tbo  Totss  for  Preeident,  etc, 
IB;'  Senator  ftam  Mii-Mg^-,  888;  on  Mr.  Calbonn^ 
rasidBtlona,0n;  onBaBtmlratationa,640;  ouprotaetfam 
to  emigrant  Indians^  888 ;  w  the  tennra  of  Judgas  In 
Teiritodea,  681 ;  on  tba  Waablngton  Htmnment  BociotTi 
68T;  on  proceeds  of  pnbllo  lands,  781;  on  the  natonU- 
nUonlaw,  T87.  iis« /ndea^TOL  19. 

Nona,  JoSBPH  O,  SepresentaUra  ttou  Maine,  460; 

2MliJI<)atiotLrS44  /aden,  vol  IX. 


O 

Oeeitpftng  CMmmd  lamH.  -JnAJsm^  vA.  8. 

ttflears;  rMMVoI      Am  Adaa^  ml.  1. 

Qgtcen  ofth*  Omtt<m9.—Bu  IndM,  toL  7. 

Cfgteet,  pturalUy  i^.—Sm  IvdM,  toL  8l 

Osu,  Chailm,  BeiwesentatlTe  from  Penn^lTsnla,48ei 

Ohio  Canal,  land  gremt  U>:—Sm  Indta,  roL  11. 

Ohio  yortktm  JtouMdoty.— Ae  Indta,  voL  IS. 

OU0  JNmt,  imprvMm»nl  tf.^Su  Indme,  toL  It 

OUo  8taU  Oo99nm»nL  Stt  Mm,  Tol  % 

Ohio,  rote  for  Preddeat  In  1881, 88a 

OrdinanM    im^^SM  Mm(  Toto.  8. 4,  and         T«L  Ik 
Mbaonri. 

'Ortgon  Tbrrttory.— iBtheSenata.ablUtoanthoTiuthaoe- 
cnpatloa  o(  tntrodnosd,  888;  if  tbo  Tenltorr  to  Dai^eot- 
•d,  Unqr  past  ftom  OS,  8B8;  dnaaaf  tba  tiM^.ttS; 
tba  tima  had  soma  wbaa  wa  «it|^  to  oasert  oar  rl^t  to 
OiogoB  or  aboodon  It  to»Tonl8B;  rafoirodto  »  aeloot 
oommlttoa,  «n ;  a  patitloii  from  tto  astUtfa  (4  T8BL 
Orieant  nrrifoHM;-^  TnOau,  toL  4,  nrrUoHtt, 
OwBna,  OiOBOB  "WJ,  BepreaontattTe  ftom  Oaorgia,  4, 418; 
ott  stoTory  patltkwa,  T-M ;  on  report  on,  81 


F 

Paob.  BanMAK.  BeprsiaaMIro  ftom  SowToA,  $.  Sm 
Jndve,roLU. 
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Pinm,  Lmmuwl,  BeproMBtattf*  ftom  PaBMjrlniiU,  iOOi 

Indea^  toIs.  5, 9, 10, 
Palkeb,  John,  BepresentatlTe  from  Hew  York,  MO. 
PaMflkz,  IMnuu  qf.—la  ttw  Hoom,  a  naoltiUtm  on,  TM 
Ammmm  Jfinittsrt,  imtntottoiu  tOvSt*  Adem,  yoL  10. 
^PknoMa  JnnfoikrnSM  AdMb  Ttdii  %  >. 
Pqp«r  jroiMp,  a  nwrnorid  rdsttTe  ti^  SS& 
pAxxn,  Axiu     SgpnatstUUn  AoD  H«w  Toik|4W ;  on 

the  death  of  ClUer,  685. 
PAunsx,  Biotu.kt>     Benator  from  Tlrgliiia,  81. 
Pijacu,  J  AMU,  BeixreseatatlTe  fhnD  New  Jowj,  ft.  Sm 

P^XKB,  OoKH^ Reprceentotlve from Maioa, a.  StsImdM, 
<roLU. 

PuxsnxB,  Wnuuc,  B^NMntattre  from  KiWMhmettii 

W;  on  th«  TMaaorf  Note  m,  000. 
i\i<«n<  Adco),  ToL  10, 

PATTBWOir,  'WnxiAH,  BepreoeBtaUTe  ftQin  Ohio,  4, 460;  de- 
cease of;  TOa  See  lid  eg},  toL  U. 

Pattov,  Joinr  BepreaentatlTe  from  Virginia,  8, 400;  on 
slaTerj'  potltlona,  8 ;  on  report  on,  99 ;  on  the  deeeaie  of 
Ifadlaon,  86;  on  reoelilng a  petUioB  from  davca,  SOT- 
MO;  OB  the  caao  gf  B.  IL  Tliitav,  M;  <m  dqtoalls 
wlthtbeStatei,m;  irifcrsarMOlatlonon  atMUtlMipft> 
tmons,66a  £m /fute),  T<da.  11, 18. 

Pajf  qfMsmb»n.~Se»  Ind^e,  Tola.    6, 10, 11, 

Payment  <!fIiaerettto8Mea.—Sa»Indemtf<iL9. 

PajftMiU  ^iffipeeie  to  JTemftM^— In  0»  Boom,  vwdnttooi 
relative  to,  considered,  4SL 

PxixGK,  jAxn  A.,  BepresentattTe  from  IfairUiid,  8, 490. 

PKuoB,I>nmJ.,BepreMiitatlT«&o»BhodelBUiid,8;  on 
Oe  KiaentlTa  AdmlBlitrrtka,  no ;  on  depoaUa  with  Oie 
8tBtes,m  AfAd*^Tato.l0^11,t9. 
.  Piox^  JiTDOi,  the  caee  <if.—See  Indm,  fola.  10;  11. 

Pick,  J^vTaa  O.,  BepresentattTe  from  Hew  York,  400. 

Penal  Code  in  Me  I>tilHati^OiiluiiMa.—See  Jndem,  toL  IS. 

feiM  Code  qfthe  United  StaUe.~8ee  Jndeia,  toL  8. 

PeniUnUarv  ^»       JHitriet  of  Ool*mbia.—Sie  Indesr, 

Tola 

PMUU^HMfo  iiwwvMte.— Am  Jmdem,  nd,  1. 
AMMrAn»rfd^  Tota  Ibr  PnaUaBt  In  1886,  Saa 
FnKTUumB,  Ibuo     BopieaentitlTe  fkom  TlrKlnli,  480 ; 

OB  the  HInMn>l  Eteotbrn,  480i 
Penafm  -SW,  rw<rf«HoiM»v,— ^  intlM;  tdL  7. 
AmIm*  Xotu,— Aa  /mlM^  tA,  10,  tl^  1& 

<f«(Q,  ToL  4. 

PnsT,  ConiaDOUr-AM  Adto^  18. 

/■iNMoA,  Oe  ri^  e/v— In  the  Hooae,  eonsent  aaked  to  la- 
trodnee  a  veHlaOon  mlattTO  to,  fiSB;  the  iwdntton, 
M;  modtted.  988;  vol*  m  tMaMng  a  patUoB  ftnm 
■Urea,SB6;  Tote  o* tbe        of  petUtoa In aUvM^  886. 

PeUUons,  rtc4piion ^,—Bet Indm, nA.  l^uidAd*^  ToU. 
1, 6,  IS,  SUtverif. 

PiiBiujr,  Datid,  BepresentatlTe  from  PennajrlTanla,  460. 

PiRieixw,  EBEirBzu,  Eepresentatlra  from  North  OaroU- 
Ba,& 

PmoM,  BanxiB,  BepreeeBtattTO  from  TenssMee,  4 ;  on 

Osntr  petltloiM,  8;  flu  tha  deporit  baaki,  18;  on  tha 
XxMNttln  AdBilBUntloa,8n{  on  a  mom  In  oom- 
Bdtte»raom,Kie.  See  Ind«e,  toL  ISL 

.PftftoifefpMa  IMffoUt  oaplort  i^.—See  Aden,  T<d.  8. 
PHBLPt,  Laxoklot,  BepreseDtatlTe  from  Conneetlent,  8, 480; 
Pmun,  Btephbv  C,  BepraaentattTO  from  IfaamclinHetfa, 

8,460;  ontheBzid<»li«EzpedUloa,8ftr;  ontheTnaa- 

nir  Nolo  Mil,  813.  See  huI^ytLli, 
PiOBMm,  Tbaxob  W.,  BepreaeotatlTe  from  Sooth  CaroliBa, 

8)  488;  OB  dareir  patUion^  8;  on  tlw  paUtioB  fton 

risn^  m;  on  dapoaH  wll^  tka  autet,  8U;  on  tba 


finrth  InaUlmeOt,  4T1 ;  on  paatpodif  Qw  fewtt^ytf. 
inont,495;  on  the  aab-Treaiurf.SSt. 
PtaxcE,  Fbakkuit,  BepresentatlTe  from  5«wHKiipiUR,t 
on  alaverr  petidons,  6 ;  on  Wert  Point  Aenlenij,  s' 
Benator  from  New  Hampshire,  688;  an  tbtdillga {ifr 
UoM,  080;  on  Calhonn'k  naatatlom,  I8L  BuhU 
ToLlft 

PixcKmr,  HmntT  I*.  BapwaaatattTa  from  garth  Ortu 
S;  leportaon  abolition  patlHomH;  at Sw nfiit,]|; 
on  the  pettUoB  from  staTea,  STl  iSM/wtai^ToLll 
IHraey  in  OU  Went  Indiu.—See  Iniaa,  voh,  I,  & 
FLtmB,  AxiroiiD,  BepresentatlTe  from  PaiUTltB^8l 
Pourenr,  J.,  his  tetter  to  Gen.  Soott,  SI4;  4gL  ts  Ootlb- 

or,  074 ;  do.  to  Mr.  Foz,  61^ 
PoiMt  EiBae».—B4«  Indtm,  toL  U 
Pouc,  Jawb  Bq»«sentattTa  from  TtWHi^  <  H; 
•leotad  Speaker  of  thaHonae,  8;  a4dim4;nilra 
tba  Tote  of  thanks,  887;  choaon  ^edxtftkBiat 
481;  onUwotdar^lMBiinBsat  the  aitiaMBki,a; 
repljr  to  «  TDt»  of  tlMttk^  771  A*  him,  nkU 
10,11. 

PonUAarlnUn  Ocmat  amd  iMieiamm  Ollegt.  ftiAfc 

ToLlO.  * 
Poor  i}f  Georgeicvm,  tooodJbr.—Bee  Indm,  U. 
Poms,  Johk,  RepreaentatlTo  fWnn  K«ntnd7,4IOi 
Portitgal,  wmmeroe  vlA.~~See  Tndem,  vsL  t 
Pottage  o/lTeaipap^re^SM  Indem,  toL  t. 
Poetage,  fwtwoHon  ^.—Ste  Index,  toL  11 
PogtmaeUr-Oeneral,  aalary  qf.-~^teMm,i^\\. 
Po»t-<ffioe.—Su  Indea,  toU  1. 
Poei-^jgtee  Diriment  IweeMgation.~Si»  /sis^nllL 
Poet-qffia»Patr«nagej-~SMlnde»,\^6.  . 
Poiomac  Bivet  Bridge.— See  Jndem,  t«L  & 
PoTTKB,  WiLLUK  W.,  BqHeaaotattTO  frem  Ftnqlah 

400;  on  the  death  ^Ciller,  881 
Pom,  Datip,  Jb.,  BaprcaentattT*  ftan  Pmijtakl 

46a  iSto /MtM^  Tola.  11, 11 
Poieert  ofOi*  GvewnmvtA. — See  Indea,  loL  11 
Poteer  t^ftJu  Preeident  to  oriffinata  Mlaiout.-Sm  hie. 

Tol.  11,  Tnrkieh  Xieeton. 
PiAZT,  Zamok,  RepreaoDtatlTe  frmn  New  Ynk,  M 

PaBXTKi,  JoBW  IL,  BepiwentatiTO  from  Hew  ka^.ti 
PBB]mBB,fiAinrBE^Banatorfi>amTeTmoBt,8N;  H&eT» 
mont  AnU-SUTet7  Besolatlona,  «IS;  ta  iaOtaf.^ 
on  printing  anU-slaTerr  petitjons,  790;  ■»  lb 
elppl  election,  6^.  See  Indent  Ttds.  11.  It 
PazNTiaa,  Bbbobast  &,  Bapretentatlve  fr«B  UUai^ 

080;  against  a  Totatftbaafea  to  the  8peakat;Tft 
PreeenUfrom  Foreign  Potoere-Ste  Index,  nL  H 
PretenU  to  Mlnieter9.—See  Indea,  toL  1 
Preeideney,  t<ieaney  in.--See  Indeu,  toL  t 
PretkUntial  Dcownenti^-See  index,  toL  It 
Preeidenttal  Settton.—tn  the  Honse,  repoit «  < 
proceeding  to  count  the  Totee  Ibr  PKddciit,W;i* 
of  persona  not  competent,  285;  oonntlBgttaTMl^' 
Mr.  Van  Bnrea  notUed,  SOS. 
PrmkUnltal  JOecMOa  in  tSo  Souee.-See  Ma^idi  LS 
Pbmtox,  WiLUAs  CL,  on  the  SzpnnglBg  Basshtlae,  vr,* 
onHezioaaaflUr^l66;  on  oopyilgU  to  teid|MK^ 
184;  Ml  Taun  IndepeBdmwt,  888;  oap«l)»^i^ 
foorth  Inatalment,  SU;  on  the  sub-TMinrr,  0;  <> 
abolition  petttlooB,  698;  on  Calboun^  BsselobaM.*' 
S09, 688 ;  on  the  Vennont  AnU-SUTeir  BMola(lisi.U 
on  treasury  notes,  6T8;  on  the  foartl  InstitaM ^ 
714.  iSEM/iid«a^T<d.ll 
Prwbmt  QaMMoNk— iSm  TmSam,  toIb,  1, 1 1 
PrlnUmg  Old  JowndU.-^  Jndeai,  roL  It 
Printing,  pubtie.— See  Jndea,  toL  11 
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.frttPtrid  2mm*  lit  Arrloa.— A* TsL  0. 
iViMlMrt.— &«  Jnde^  vols.  4,  K. 
AvvKvafbiff  a«  OoqmI  mm?  A*  JUmAm.— <Sm  Ado^ 
nLT. 

ProUaiv  I>utUt.~-SM  Indtu,  ToL  1,  nid  Jiwl«v  Tok  0^  0^ 
2>«tfM  M  Anportu 

iiroM  of  Manaohiuetts  SeD»ton  agalut  Qm  adopOoa  of 

tb«  EzpnBflig  BMdnthm,  Uft. 
i>MW«  AtOMVfc-^  AdMv  vote,  fi,  T. 

AffiUa  DoowmtaU,  guppntrtim  i^,—8ee  Indaa,  voL  T;  do, 

r^Hnting  oS.—8m  Mta,  yoI.  10. 
PtMte  XBeptttdU<irm.—S0»  ImdM,  ToL  11. 
■    ^Ue  JbpwdBTM;— Latter  rftha  Bwrrtuyof  tfct  Tint- 

MUa  ZtnA^  tfUHMJ^  qf>«e««fk;  iCax-lB  tlM 

'  ftnMdittloBnMntotooiisMend,n;  Um  tnu  qowthn 

tob6dMMed,Sl 

>  IslheBnuitflklwntolBtrodseaBbtU  HkBdia;  6b- 

jeot  to  eontlniia  tlM  dlatribatiOB iritb  ths  St^tM,  U; 
■metidiQeiit  offered  to  tbe  bin,  ia;*loa^in;  unatd-' 
meat  to  th«  Mil  carried,  16K, 

Cetaion  (^~-1n  the  Senate,  a  proposltlOB  vdattre  to, 
IM;  tho  bUl  laid  od  the  table,  igi. 

Tbe  bm  to  proUbit  tales  except  to  Mtnal  MtOm,  Ae., 
«OBddei«d,10B;  the  frest  prindple  of  the  bUI  U  toaneet 
monopolies  of  tbe  pablle  Innda,  and  limit  eolee  to  aetaal 
Mttlan,m;  btUt  prindple  aMb  to  reeiaimmid It 
to  the  Senate  f  KV ;  evlb  of  th*  exlitlng  ■jretem,  114;  a 
monopolj  of  tta  laada  the  greateet  b^ar^  to  a  eonntiy, 

I  IID ;  -what  baa  the  Oovemment  gdsed  \>j  anoUon  laka? 

Ill;  deUUsofthebtU,!!!. 

\  iy*-aMip«mto^e(t(aI&ttIerii— Xalli«B*nate,abm 
to grul^  An,  eondderod,  W);  amendment,  02(K 
Hm  bm  to  redoee  aad  graduto  the  price  ot,  con- 

I  aldered,  601:  amendmenta  moved,  601;  carried,  681; 

Un  <ffderedu>  a  third  reading,  601;  one  of  tvo  eonriea 
of  poUcron^t  to  be  pnmed  tn  r^ard  to  the  pabllo 
lands, on;  adheretotbepTBa«itl»«a,ormakeeeamIon 
to  tho  States,  609. 

I  In  the  HoQse,  the  Senate  bin  rebtlTo  to  pre-omptlon 

conaldered,  OSS ;  reactotlona  offered,  TIT ;  the  blU  to 
grmdnato  tha  price  «t,  pamed,  IM;  ■  reeohitlon  of  In- 
qoliy  r^To  to  fbo  dlaUbntlon  of  tbo  pioeoeds  78t 

j  8m  Index,  toIs.  1,  S,  S,  6,  T,  10;  11  JHttrOmliM  </ 

,  ProemU.—8e*  Index,  toIs,  lOi  11, 11  iWcAoeen 

<lfi—Btt  Indta,  ToL  10.  OradmcMim  Ae  iXM— ' 
Am  Tola.  8,  S. 

AtNto  JTofwy.-^  /nte,  toL  11 
/Vr»«rt  in  the  yavf/.—See  Indtu,  toU  10. 

I         PtmtAic,  —,  Bepeaentatlve  ftwm  New  York,  631 

a 

Qnalt«n,  mwtorial  qf,—S»*  Indtca,  vols.  1, 8, 1 


Aol  JUofa  omS  iShmi^  wlwittoii  4^^5m  iisda^  ToL  1 

BmcD,  Joan,  BepnaaatatlTe  torn  ¥aitaiihTitttfrr.  1^  dOOi 

Bsin^  Bvr.  Ux,  duMB  of  the  Hoom,  T14 

^'ww,  HIM  Itom  NnthOvtdtai^ 

S,4W.   8m  Ind^  voL  11 

Reixfrt  on  the  mode  of  emmtlng  tbe  votes  fiir  Prealden^  801 

feprMMttoMon,  roMo       Ae  indM^  toIb.  1, 1 4. 

RtprM^nUiHt**,  qyialiJioatUyn  <ff.—8e«  Indtio,  toL  6. 

BtalgwMon,  dota  U  eowee  a  vaoaney  t-~Se»  Indm,  toL  1. 

SttotutttM  on  the  deeeaao  of  Ellaa  E.  Kane,  on  alanrjr 
petltlou^  7 ;  to  admit  tho  Michigan  BcpfaaeatatiTe  at  a 
apeotator,!!;  «  Omrrta  Om  ZHetrM  of  ColamUa, 
aBdaUmrVetlttoiHiU;  fl)r'»bHatof  MatalMll,U;  oa 
the  porehaae  ofboiAs,  16;-on  an  InveetigBtlMi  of  tbe  do* 
poalt  banks,  10-10;  on  the  decease  of  BIchard  J.  Man- 
ning, S8;  OB  abotltloa  peUtloBB,  S4,  S7,S8;  on  tbe  de- 
cease <tf  Madison,  ST,  48;  on  Texas  Independenoe,  48, H; 
OB  the  decoase  of  B.  H.  QoUsboroogh,  M ;  on  commenn 
aad  imlgatloa,  ST;  on  tbe  tnasQir  olreiilKr,  ST;  of 
thaaka  to  tho  TI«e  Freddent,  18S;  on  oonatlnc  ^ 
votea  fbr  Praaldeii^  ote.,  18B ;  oa  Uadlaon'a  p^eia,  106 ; 
vda«n  to  the  Ind  kwa,  108;  tbanka  to  the  PvBsldent 
pro  tmik  of  tbe  Senate,  M5;  on  tbe  decease  of  Z^rld 
Dickson,  Sll ;  to  release  the  Statea  from  the  poTment  of 
tho  deporit,  SU;  on  the  ExeentlTO  administration,  919; 
on  the  decease  of  John  Coflba,  Sll ;  on  tbe  deeeaie  of 
George  L.  Klnnard,  S19 ;  on  the  Preddenfa  Message, 
919;  on  the  eztouslon  of  Oio  poarioo  ^tem,  880 ;  on 
the  right  ofpetltUiD,  SOS;  ofthaikstotbeBptakor,888; 
of  relief  to  Ura.  SnsaD  Dooatnr.  986;  Mlattn  to  tite 
ame  la  tbe  eommittea  room,  968;  oa  tho  node  tf 
flonnUng  the  votes  for  President,  StS ;  relative  to  tho 
petition  from  slaves,  S88s  SOA,  9T1 ;  of  oensnre^Mr.  Ad- 
ams, 3TS,  S74,  SSO,  SSI,  888 ;  relative  to  B.M.Wbitne7, 
801, 897,  SU,  800 ;  reUtlvo  to  notes  of  the  United  Stetea 
Bank,  8U;  reUtIv*  to  tU  deposit  banks,  881;  on  the 
deflesaoef  JamaaStanUteidM;  •atbep^meBtefqw- 
de  to  membea,  dOB;  m  HtesDee  ia  the  FnaMentli 
Mi'twage,  40i;  i»  th«  orter  Vt  bnalBaeib  the 
U&ltod  Statee  aad  Ibxleo,  060;  on  annexation,  «W;  oa 
the  decease  of  Senator  Kent,  BOS ;  on  expunging^  C90 ; 
of  Mr.  Oalbonn  on  skverf,  OOT,  BT8 ;  note,  BOS ;  of  Ur. 
Clar  relatlvo  to  abeUtEon,  N8 ;  on  the  Mbslsdivl  election, 
.  018, 010,  OSl ;  on  Canada  aflUn,  010 ;  on  the  dlstribntlon 
of  books,  6U;  OB  the  doesaseotJ.  011^,088)680;  oa 
ImertptfaiB  Oh  caaaaa  of  the  death  of  Cfllv,  680;  on 
tbe  doaeaae  or TiBiethr  J.  Carter,  064;  on  tbe  deeaase  of 
Isoae  HeEIm,066;  relatlvo  to  Texas,  668;  retellTe  to 
tho  deeOHO  of  Joab  XawIbt,  60S ;  raeclndlng  the  tieaaiy 
order,  080 ;  on  books  for  members,  OSl ;  on  the  north- 
•astern  bonndarj,  083 ;  on  the  doeeaee  of  Vm.  FatteN 
Bon,70t;ofAndrevT«Bm7n,701;  on  the  rlgtata  trf  the 
South,  701  700;  on  slavery,  T18;  on  ftitUt^  of  eonstltn- 
tlonal reeolntkal)  718;  on  p(dk7,Tl$;  en  tho 

BiUlBh  oatnge  at  Bdiioaasfv  TIB;  HMtre  to  the  KoBroe 
doetrfne,T16;  on  tbe  maeoiialik  eleetlMi^  nO;  ob  paUk 
laada,  TIT;  on  money  reOMved  ttotn  enstoms,  710;  rela- 
tlve  to  proceeds  pabllo  lands,  780;  on  tbe  llberatloo 
of  American  slaves,  788 ;  rejstlve  to  JasM  Banter,  TIB; 
of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  TOl 

lHtrM4)/im«nt.~Ba«  Indmi,  toL  11 

JEmpomm  A«uf«.— In  tbe  Senate,*  blDfbrtbe  raaevilot 
oraaldered,  481 

Sttmim  OMtMm  JBC-Jie  XWffloMm. 

Bmimm*,  otBteHom  qfj.  St4  Indtm,  vA  1 

Bttmrnt  tMUn.—SM  Indem,  toL  4, 

RettHH*,  rtdueUvm  i^.—8t*  Indm,  U 

AflMmte,  Aw^pfM—ln  tbe  Hooas, »  report  on,  940;  bOl  to 
rodnee,  940;  motion  to  refbr  to  the  Oommttteeof  Vaya 
aad  Moans,  «4f :  tmportaat  neaauro,  940;  wfil  raeato  a 
paaietaitha  «oant7,M;  la  It  a  par^naaaaraf  I4t; 


BaBroadtt  «M  t».—Bi»lnim,  roL  11 
BaOnad/lnmB^Hmortto  iriia»Bglffw..^aM  Jbtfan  vol 
II. 

Baxmlfi^  Joaara  Fi^  BepreeentatlTO  ftom  Haw  Joraer, 
400. 

ilOMom,  jtfwAMMms  q^— Am  Aideav  ToL  & 

BABmBa,  JAMaa,  Bepresentattvo  ftom  Indiana,  401;  on 

poeq^ag  the  finrth  lastalaca^  400;  on  tiaaaair 

Botaa,001 
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wh*t  doM  tk«  S«entHrr  of  the  Tmtary  Mif,  but  tlwt 
the  reraniw  win  Ul  ibort?  W;  taotkm  to  1^  «  tbt 

tobi«  lost,  «ta 

JHndt  «if  Mon«y  jbr— In  the  Scnste,  boHm  forle*y« 
to  brlDf  la  4  bnu  MO;  the  bill  tntradneed,  S«T;  Um 
h«4dei>t  neODiBeBda  gold  utd  •liver  ezdndKlr,  ICT ; 
•flbet  of  the  moliitlDii  of  ISlfl,  M8;  the  bfll  oflMt  lei- 
■fam,  SM;  It!  prine^M,  MB;  whit  U  it  Ob  noment 
the  nagnKfon  attttade  la  wlifeh  the  qotemnwnt  li 
pbced  towards  the  people TSSB;  ■  state  (rf  things  not  to 
be  perpetneted,  MB;  dlroreo  of  bank  and  itate  are 
catch-worda,  M9 ;  we  are  told  of  the  iDoonrealonce  at 
TCcelTliig  an7  thing  hnt  gold  aod  allver,  STO;' tbe  enr- 
naof  ahottid  be  Improred  fiir  the  beaeflt  oT  the  pe«q^e 
wellaaihe  OoTfliamra^MI;  tendeney  of  the  etieo- 
latlon  of  tbe  predona  metala,  aa  atated  bj  tbe  Preatdeat, 
sro;  "fawNflae  the  mMr  vt  buk  p^,*  S71;  the 
meamra  propoaed  almost  t«ealred  the  nnaalmona  oon- 
aent  of  tbe  last  Congraaa,  STl ;  Ita  adTaatagee,  STl ;  It 
wonid  aecnre  a  aonnd,  etable,  aad  eonrealent  eairenej, 
Sn ;  the  enb-TreaauiT  acbeme  aqolnta  towarda  a  treaa- 
vrj  bank,  STB ;  will  jrou  organlae  aoch  a  great  monejed 
DacUnef  STS;  qneatlon^lnTolred  la  the  bill,  878;  bill 
ordered  to  a  leeond  reading,  874. 

XtsoMbm,  loldUn  ^.—SMlndM,  Tola.  10^  11,  and  Tmdtg, 
Tola.  S,  8,  SoldUrK 

llMotvtto»,  nrvMmff  tgtetnt  tifi—St*  lkd«m,  toL  t. 

XnoltiUonartr  Bounty  LantU.—Set  Titdtca^  rti.  8. 

JtevobiUonarv  Clalm4.—8e«  IndtB,  toL  1L 

BniroLDB,  JoHX,  BepteMltitlTfl  tern-  nUaola,  4  Aa  7»- 
dtai,  ToL  11 

BRvbuM,  Jonnt,  SepremtRtlTe  ftaoi  yewToik,<;4m 

depotf  ta  with  the  flt^- ««. , 
Bjutt,  B.  Babhwkll,  BrpreoentatlTe  from  Senlh  CaroUn&, 

480;  ontreaanrT'iiote^dH;  on  tiw  TreMRiy  Note  bill, 

016;  on  the  attack  on  ths  Caroline,  ST& 

lUkod*  MatUt,  TOte  fbr  PraaUoit  In  1888^  ttOi 
BtouBBMHi;  Jom  P.,  SepMaaBtattra  teem  BoaOt  Oaraltaa, 
481 

Lmcx^  EtSABB  W.,  BepreseatatiTa  from  LonMaaa,  4, 481 ; 
oa  alarerr  petlttona,  8;  on  the  EzaeaflTe  admliditnt- 
tloii,m 

BiTM,  V*AMcm     BepreaantatlTo  ftoa  TbiglBla,  4$a 

Bivaa,  William  C,  hia  aebstltiite  relatlTO  to  the  treasarj 
drenlar,  H;  on  the  treaanr^  drenUr,  88;  on  tbe  memo- 
rial of  the  Colonliatlon  Boctetj,  184;  Senator  from  Tlr- 
glata,  888 ;  o*a  the  kinds  of  moaojr  fer  reTeane,  887 ;  on 
the  Bob-Treaaorr  btll,  MS ;  on  tbe  ladopeadont  treaaaiy, 
OS;  ontbefimi«ilaattfaMBt,ni.  amMm^-nLIt, 

MaadtandOmakt  «Mnw|i«>br^-AM  Adao^  toL  T. 

Xoad /tvm Dttrott  to  CUeaffo;  do-fFom PeMoeota  to  SL 
AnffUMine ;  do.  from  04»rffta  to  Jfme  Orttant.—St» 
Inim,  Tol.  8 ;  do.  fit  AHUuum.-'Sm  Indma,  toI,  9. 

Soadi,  PtMt—Se*  Indtm,  Tola.  8,  T. 

Soada,  PoH,  repair  tff,  f»  JHaaiaalppi.— A«  Imdim,  toL  8. 

Meait  fa  SUOm  or  Turllorim,  d^gkMmt  httwauL~8t* 

Kom,  Jons,  BapraaaataHte  from  Virginia,  8. 

XOAXi^  Joa»  J.,  Senator  from  Tlrgbila,  888;  ea  abeHttoa 

patHlooa,  687 ;  on  flie  Tennont  Aatt-SlaTetr  teadntlotta, 

<U;  on  book  pntehaaea,  771 
BoBBnn,  AasKB,  on  Hadtaonli  papm^  184;  Beaatar  from 

Bhode  Island,  839;  «abaoikBltirBiambeii,i>T.  <ShA- 

deo^Tola.  8-11. 

BoBzaisoir,  Jomr,  BepreaentatlTe  fhnn  Tirglnia,  8^  48S;  on 
leporton  aboUilon  patUktaa,  88;  on  the  eaaaoie  of  Mr. 
AdBBi^  m;  ea  deporitawlth  the  Btalaa,  <»,  Ml ;  on 
treaaary  i»tea,4M;  oathelaoaa  of  traaeary  aotaa,  606, 


[  BoaiMox,  JofOi  IL,  Benatorfhxn  nUwila, 888.  «paM^ 
I      Tola.  II,  13. 
Booaaa,  JAnaa,  BeprceenUUvo  from  Bootk  CanDaa,  & 
BufiOLn,  JoBK,  Beaator  fhnn  Hatne,  SM;  oa  Bootnl  rda- 

tloaa,  818;  on  the  deeeaae  of  TImotbr  J.  Oaits,  454. 

AaAdaa^ToiU. 
Aata^  oateatfawM  ^r— £m  Mot,  tcU.  t,  11^  11. 
Bnoir,  EDvann,  BepreaentatlTe  fraaa  ITimtncfcy,  dH;  aa 

■laam  navtpdoai,  T4& 
BoaaKLL,  David,  Bepreneatattve  tnm  How  T«rtt,  %  4A 
Aaaaia*  ?>aa<y<iatte  wai^oewlraaiWilaartfl-JM 

htdm,viLl%. 


S 

Salt        and  FlMno  Amm^v—Am  In<Um,  xfH.  S,  IMte 
SALTOKBTaix,  L.,  BopreaeatatlTo  ftvn  HaaaaiehBaati^8M 
Baxta  AaxA,  hiB  letter  to  PreahWat  Jacfcaea,  IMl 
.SbvommA,  reU^Qi;— A<f«B,  toL  L 
BAwraa,  Samubl  T.,  Bepreaentatlre  fr<»  H«Tth  Ckrafca. 
488. 

8om*  to  a  Commmu  Jfaaat.— la  the  noma,  la  italr  am  1> 
aa  aiphnaHim  aakad,  l»;  alataiaaat rf th»  GUbo,m: 
eztiBet  from  tbe  Jaomal  of  the  commltt— .  M;  tia 
aetnal  ooeuraaea  Ml  the  oeeaatoa  related,  188l 

How  the  proeeedlnp  of  the  eommitt**  have  hca 
mbR^eaented,  980;  Btatemmt  In  d^aO,  HI;  ate 
atatatnenta  made,  98S,  M8,  Mi. 
Bcnms,  Fbkbikaxs     B^ffeaeataUve  ibwn  Kew  9m0f, 

8.  Aa  Adaa^  ToL  IL 
Maof  loMdi^-iaaa  Ate^  ToL  18. 
AaaMiijtoM(0»  aaareftoatf-Aa  Adaa^  vaL& 
Sttmti^  protoeHon      Aa  J»d4m,  toI^  g,  ^ 
8»at  <^  eveommmtSu  I»dam,  vola.  1, 1,  a,  & 
Aerel  ProottdiKif,  p¥N4eatlon  4^.— Aa  MnAm,  tvL  4 
AdfUoM  Xaw«t''179&~Aa  /a«tas  T<da.  4,  «,  •,  aad  iMK 
roL  S,  D^fonHw  Moamrta  omd  A^^Umm  Praetiem. 
Amtoola  Fur.— la  tbe  Hoaae,  a  blU  auUi«  apfiepitira 
to  BBivnae  hoaUUtUi^  eoaridered,  If;  Owir  daioida' 
Uom^  11;  eaaae  of  the  dWaibaaaaa,  It;  meatuMtim 
yeadraetlea, »;  laiaHallaehaiaataT  gf  thn  njaiiaa 
tloa,lt;llgUeatiwaabJeatdeaU!ed.U;  vMaaaat 
(Tonada  fbr  the  appropHatkm  7 14. 
la  the  Beaale,  Uw  bill  approprlatlBC  fbtr  aappaaaaa 
.  of  lBdiaBbuatlUttea,eoaa(dered,«3i;  the  aerTtoa  4i 
OoTemment  and  ehsraeter  of  tba  country  mCMbc  *» 
waatof  tiie  paawfaof  thia  bill,  63S;  OaoMla,  «Et;  etv 
aeter  of  tbe  ChonAee  trea^  of  1689^  888  ;  olQeBttoMth 
eaaiae adopted  towarda  Boaa,8M;hlap>nnai«agkW; 
podllen  of  tiM  admlalatiatloB  apoB  tiiii  Xb«m 
driteataandpeenllar.iH;  fknOer  lanaifea,  M. 

It  la  aald  a  hand  waa  eomndtted  on  tb«  nocMi  I> 
dlana  la  the  trea^  Sir  their  renMv^  688;  wkeaa  la- 
cated,  685;  narrattro  of  the  eanaea  wkUh  led  (■  ttt 
liemlBole  war,  885. 
Am<noIa  Vop,— Aa /adaat  vaL  8. 

Aaofa  coBTenea  at  8d  aeaatoa  Mth  Coograa,  4B;  aaMaaa 
at  extra  aaaaloaef  1887,  tt8t  a^eawa  at  claaa  af  aitB 
•eidett  of  1881,  408;  caaraaaa  at  Sd  aaaidM  of  ttk 
Oongreaa,ML 

Saaoaun,  Jonr,  Bepreaeatatlve  from  Pemmyhaaia,  Ml 

Ae  ludtat,  Tola.  ^  8,  T,  8, 10^  11 
Bavtaa,  AMaaDaa  H.,  Dele^te  from  Arkaaaea,  4;  6ea^ 

from  Arkaaaea,  4^8B,  OM;  on  dn^if:,  Od;  tt> 

teanre  of  Jodgea  Ib  TenitMlea,  481.  Aa  Jjaaba^wk 

10,  II.  11 

Bamotra,  Wiluax,  BeprcaeatatlTa  A«m  Her  Teak,  X 
BMBin,  Dasbbe*  BepnaaaWtfataM  Feumrtnai^  dH 
Bbbpabd,  I  BepnaeMlallTa  frav  H«aA  GteaMih 

4801 
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BavABBi,  WuUAK  B.,  BapttWBtitfn  fton  Horfli  OkdU- 

flmniap,  Auauimra  BepmavBtetlTe  Amii  North  Ou- 
<iUb%I;4I0L  £m  AKtaB,  Ttdi. «.  10, 11, 1ft. 

SoniM,  S.  J.,  B«praMDUUro  from  T«iiiiaMM,  i,  4U ;  on 
the  ease  of  JamM  Brown,  Ml 

Bsnni,  Wiuux      BepfowaUUro  froa  Now  Jenoy,  & 

Bairu^  Harhui,  B«pnMBttanllmn  <Atis  ML 

Bnuar,  Kabk  H,  KBpiwMiktffB  ftom  N«w  T«rii(  M ;  on 
poi^o^  Am  fourth  bMfadaat,  4T^ 

Btoujs,  NiOHoiAt,  BepreMBbrtlTo  Itaiii  N«w  Taifc,  S. 

iSUt,  ovUHre  ^-Am  /(Mbo,  toL  11. 

SbMnff  Amd.-^-^  /iuImi,  toL  10. 

ABMf  CMnoffa.— In  tho  SenUe,  poUtloni  ftir,  pnMitted, 
186;  thta  wnt-oaoMd  br  tho  dliproporttoiuto  Tolne 
batWMH  fold  ud  rilvw,  188  r  henco  iIlTor'ei^orted,  188 ; 
■onlfy  art  cnwd  hj  oxptntatloD,'  tSB;  aUm  mwt 
'nhMblsfor  nport^nS;  w  Hiielly,  188;  nHU  ptp«r 
MtM  hsT*  mid*  ehug*  NUVB,  nv;  taaportathw  noir 
It  ilmoat  exdnalreljr  goU,  788;  el^Joet  th«  poUtlon- 
en  to  obtain  a  iupplT  of  ehuigo  laataad  of  ahlnpIaMeri, 
tlD;  Mrm  «ad  gold,  bUla  of  ISSi,  TM;  nport  «f  tha 
Seeratarrof  tho  Tmmuj,  140, 141;  ■hlaphitaw  axpel 
allver,  141 ;  flirthar  dabftta,  TO, 

BuM^  yfuLUM,  ScpnaaBteHr*  ttom  Tanoii^  1^  469;  m 
tin  «b«Utkn  or  dnrair,  MSL 

AmWY  in  a«  Z)MrM  CM»mMa.— la  the  Hooae,  petl- 
tlm  pwBBBtad,  6;  laid  on  th«  taUe,  5;  ftirtbar  peU- 
UoiiifB;  notion  not  to  reeelTC,  5;  ImproprlotT'  of  Istro- 
dnclng  thom  horo,  A ;  Totes  aqnlvocsl,  8 ;  mottan  to  ra- 
eonalder,  0;  rl^t  of  petition  lacnd,  8;  oan  alioald  be 
taken  to  allay  pnblle  CMlIng,  0 ;  former  motloa  mlnin- 
dantaed,  8;  the  qnestlon  mart  bo  met  now  or  at  eome 
fUnn  time,  7 ;  dedre  to  agitato  the  fMBttoa,  7 ;  motion 
to  TMHUtder  Ud  on  tha  table,  T. 

BoMd'ntlOMaa  tho  mt||eot,T;  motlM  to  NaoMiIder 
the  vote  rafcrrlng  a  petlttoo,  T;  Idle  to  attempt  to  arold 
this  BQbJect  by  tay  parllaihentarr  manaam,  8 ;  necw- 
ai^  ct  qnletlDg  the  anxiety  on  the'anbfact,  8 ;  wbat  the 
TOta  will  abow,  8 ;  tho  only  way  to  get  Hd  «rf  the  qnos- 
tton,  8;  how  dbpoaad  Of  fbruerly,  8, 0;  preaent  oetloD, 
S;  dtamarfim  win  Mtow,  fl;  what  beMmaa  of  the  In- 
eaadtavrapeeehealf  Itaajgtttoaepabllet  t;  tUaanb- 
loetlaioaaUraf  jonn,10;  notUaf  nrtU^  the  Booth 
b«t  the  Indignant  r^MtloB  irf  thaaa  pattttoM,  If; 

'Vho  are  tbeaa  peHtioneraf  10;  their  MBdlthm,  10; 
fncettoa  of  reeoiulderatlon  eorrled,  10 ;  uotlOB  to  iaj 
the  petition  on  tho  table,  11 ;  carried,  IL 

Beeolntlone  oRierod,  IS;  qneetlon  taken  and  eaitled, 
18;  the  report  of  the  seloet  eommlttee,  M;  no*  one 
grontd  In  the  whole  report  fltr  SwMimb  mn  to  reet  a 
Ibot  vpon,  «;  an  abnadonmaBt  of  the  ri^ta  of  the 
Bono,  M;  the  report  on^  to  be  printed,  16;  ItTlelda 
tntj  tUig  the  obotlttontata  oonU  hnn  ezpartnd,  Hi 

H otlon  to  Tooonmlt  with  lnatmotton%  te,  SS ;  ahould 
print  It,  H;  evorj' thing  not  KiTTenderadto  the  eboll- 
tt«iirts,98;  the  nnmber  of  tnemoriala,  SO;  great  moral 
eaasee  at  work  In  fhror  of  the  Bonth,  M;  the  power  of 
'  Oongnaa  In  the  District,  S4;  ererjr  thing  c^eraUng  Ih- 
TonMr  tfr  the  fionth,  tO;  Itarlher  debate,  ST ;  first  teao- 
Intlon adopted,  87;  Meondraiolntlonadt^ited,  S3;  third 
Adopted,  8& 

In  the  Senate,  a  nwmoriri  of  tho  gmnd  Jory  of  Wash- 
ington, protMtlng  againat  the  interfhrenoo  of  altlaens  of 
dlotant  Btatee  with  sUTery  In  the  DIatrlet,  U8 ;  motion 
to  print  an  extra  nnmber,  159 ;  U  lakea  tho  right  gronnd, 
US;  U  the  nbjeet  matter  pn^er  fbr  Congreea  to  entor- 
.  tniB,  U8;ttwoald  lend  to  the  belief  that  GMgramwM 
■boat  to  Ml  «•  An  nltfMt,  m 


MuMriak  ftdm  ladiaan  preMated,  186;  uwtiaB  to 
iMtiTaUd  on  the  tobl^  187, 181. 

In  the  Boose,  petltlone  for,  presentod  and  laid  on  tho 
taUe,  SM;  others  preoeoted,  SU;  peUtlon  of  Bonthem- 
eta,SKI;  nothing  abontBlarery,saS;  laid  on  the  taUe, 
tSO ;  other  petlttoM  pwaentod,  and  »  motioa  to  muprad 
the  rale.  966. 

PetittoDe  from  fhmalos  of  twenty -eight  towns  is  Hew 
BHBp«Uia,M8;  laid «i  the  tobk.  861 

VMttm  ftom  Fmdftriokshtiis,  Tirglnln,  S66;  to  rtop 
the  lUTC-trade  In  the  DUrfet,  S08. 

Petition  IWnn  twenty-two  slaTea,  t80 ;  what  shall  be 
done  with  It  T  S88 ;  first  Inatonoe  of  the  kind,  800 ;  shonld 
be  sommarlly  dealt  with,  806;  soch  infraction  of  thn 
rnlea  ihoold  be  pnniahed,  SOT;  rales  snspended,  SOT; 
motioa  to  take  the  Frederieksborg  petition  from  thn 
table  and  tetam  it  to  Ito  aothors,  967;  ameadmoBt 
moved  niattre  to  the  prsasntottoa  of  a  petition  from 
■hmiiHB;  aa  ameadment  to  the  amendmeat,666;  as 
nbasa  vt  the  right  of  petltfam  to  pcoeat  pspera'  ladle* 
erlmlnotely,  868;  too  many  seek  to  hide  their  oplntoaa 
on  the-  nbolltloD  of  slavery,  onder  a  denial  of  the  rl^t 
ot  potlthai,  868;  on  amendment  oflared  relatlTO  to  oon- 
temptof  the  Hoose,  869;  Is  there  the  power  or  the  will 
la  this  Howe  to  Aaocnintonanoe  aneh  iHoaeedlngs?  848; 
the  rooolatioB  states  two  (beta,  are  they  ao  t  SOB. 

Tb^  ehnrgw  mnde  against  me,  STO ;  ntt«npt  to  pr*> 
sent  n  petition  Ihaa  alBven,  end  pmylnt  for  their  oaiaa* 
elpatlMi,S78;  who  kamn  aatthialsBotS70;  what  U 
the  deeWoa  of  the  HooseT>870;  why  are  we  alaioat 
dolly  drawn  Into  the  eonsldentlan  of  abetnot  and  In- 
practicable  sabjeots,  SIO ;  views  onder  which  If r.  Ad- 
ams acts,  8T1 ;  eharity  far  hi*  age,  871 ;  wlU  we  live  np 
to  the  agreement  we  have  mode  with  our  fiouthem 
bfathreaf  tTl;  an  attempt  to  Introdnoe  n  petitltn 
Cram  rinna  an  trifllaf  matter,  8T1;  other  rwdatlMis, 
I7L 

The  pfoeseiHagi  the  effoot  of  the  raeolstions  co  this 

snb^ect,  878;  bonnd  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  this 
body,  878;  the  Unkm  ssf^  S71 ;  theToaenble  member 
hoaxed,  STS;  this  snhJeet  onght  not  to  be  dleeossed  by 
Bonthem  members,  878 ;  dlsensshNi  bod  oontlnoed  nntU 
exoitement  had  risen  to  the  hl(^est  pitch,  878 ;  whether 
the  petitloa  wai'a  Jatt  w  Bo(  Ua  ooadnat  waa  r^nhaa- 
•lble,tnL 

BeaolatloBa  «r  eaaawn  of  lb.  Adams  oonaMsred,  STB; 
hAdMnotpTManttho  peUttoa  of  sbvea,  S74 ;  ex^aaa. 

tlou,  974;  nwdlfioadon  of  the  reaolntlons .  offered,  874 ; 
expbtoatlon  sbonM  be  latlsfhatory,  ST5;  the  resolntlon, 
STS;  the  explanation  does  not  prove  the  pn^ety  ot 
his  ODoiae,  STS;  difliereneo.  of  opinion  as  to  the  course 
to  be  porsned,  STS;  tho  Sooth  not  well  nsderstoo^ 
STS;  did  the  member  from  MnaachnsBtta  vSokto  any 
partlameatiry  rale  7  876;  was  It  aa  oflhnaa  to  gin  oetor 
to  the  idea  that  ^ves  possaas  the  ri^t  <a  petition? 
S7i;  how  gentlemen  seek  to  JostUy  their  eooiee,  870; 
oor  great  fhndamentalrtghta,  976;  theoe  righto  assailed 
In  tbo  dennndoUona  of  the  Hortit,  877;  ean  the  senti- 
ments of  a  portion  of  the  peofde  in  the  non-slnvehtddlng 
Btatee  be  a  crime  I  STT ;  the  right  of  petition  not  n  tif^t 
given  by  the  oonatltatlon,  877 ;  will  these  angry  attacks 
cheek  tbe  spread  of  Okb  dlaqtpiolMttoii  «f  dawy  7  878 ; 
the  right  of  potlUoB  appertains  to  the  persoa  af  tha  p^ 
tlttoaer,  878;  ftirthar  debate,  S7S. 

reeolatloas,  880 ;  not  troe  that  all  men  have  tho 
rl^t  to  petttiM  the  Government,  881 ;  ot^eot  of  the 
AboIltlanlBts,  881;  the  resolotlon  of  tho  House  relative 
to  theee  petiUons,  SSI ;  Ita  extent,  SSI ;  wrong  to  nlse 
tbe  qoeatlon  whether  sUves  can  petition,  881 ;  tho 
dmige  of  offbnee  too  vagoa  to  Jostiiy  a  voto  of  oensore, 
Ml;  legal  il^oT  the  ahm,  988;  Aanatar  of  thaaa 
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petltlom,  SSS;  modlflcfttkm  of  th«  amendnMBt,  SS2; 
prerlout  qautlan  moved  and  Dot  asooBdod,  88L 

Ftnt  qaeUiao  botbn  the  Houm  vaa  whether  the; 
wold  TMetTC  ft  petition  from  ■Urea,  838;  reuom  u- 
cigaed  fbr  not  recalTlng  tbelr  petlttoo,  ses;  petition  • 
ilffiA  ffiren  >f  the  Qod  «f  natnn  to  vrwtf  nnn  irhen 
eraited,S88;  &  petition  Is  •  rantllerttoB,  9U ;  thtori^t 
doea  not  depend  upon  condition  or  cbantcter,  984;  onee 
■dmlt  that  the  right  of  peUUini  Is  limited,  end  llmlts- 
tlone  wUl  be  eonstantlr  added,  S8S ;  does  It  depend  on 
the  power  to  grant  the  request  f  2S5;  the  resolntlons 
which  hsTa  been  ofired,  889;  when  yon  chargo  othen 
with  erimea,  beanre  of  yonr  lketa,SU;  tbreata  of  an  In- 
dlotment,  880;  the  membwe  of  thla  Honao  aounable  to 
n  grand  Jntx  fiir  wordt ^oken  IndriMtoI  S8T;  flnt  re- 
qneat  of  tho  ^eaktf  of  tin  HooaeoT  OonnMwa,a6r; 
not  to  bo  intimidated,  887 ;  am  I  to  be  fband  goUtf  for 
giving  eolor  to  an  Ide^  r  888 ;  the  resolution  does  not 
answer  qnestion,  288 ;  it  tnms  npon  the  man,  88S ; 
thb  aeoond  leoolntlon  a  aabatltnto  lot  all  tlio  othen,  SS9 ; 
not  eonsdons  ot  haTtng  glren  the  least  panicle  of  offence 
to  the  Honse,889;  acyonnunent  moTod  and  lost,  83B; 
tnoUon  to U7 <aL  the  taUo  moved  and  loat,BW;  reao- 
Intlou  it!)ftrt»a,  9Wh 

Petitloas^«Hiited,l>D5;  motion  to  lay  on  tbo  table^ 
carried,  665;  others  preaented,  S15;  qnestlon  of  recep- 
tion, earded,  65(L 

In  the  Senate,  petitions  prosentod,  COT ;  le  this  fbellng 
on  the  Increaae  f  65T ;  not  on  tho  Increote,  067 ;  grows 
ont  of  a  i^lilt  of  fknaUclam,  C67 ;  no  eonclUaturj 
oonne,  no  tomporUlng^  &5T ;  oommlttee  of  the  District 
noteonstltat«dta«OBSldBrthla«al)]Mt,»T;  It  is  asked 
ff  tUslnoNBSs  of  poUflOBaOoMnotartefhMD  nbellef 
lh«t  til*  rigbt  of  petltlOB  la  iBTndod,  808 ;  UtBlti  of  thla 
ri^Lt,  606 ;  better  meet  the  petition «n  at  onoe,  and  My 
they  iMTO  no  right  to  oome  here  on  this  anbjeet,  6D8; 
their  prajer  Is  reasonable,  temperate,  Jost,  6SS;  no  rea- 
son for  orglBg  their  reception  bnt  to  prodnee  excite- 
ment,  660;  men  of  all  parties  CMMsnr  In  those  poUUona, 
DM;  senltmenta  ctSvw  Hampshire,  W;  to  noelre 
ud  report  wonld  sot  jnoraass  ozdtemant,  ON ;  It  la 
add  tiw  ilf^  of  paflUon  la  Thdsted,  8W;  notfalig 
gained  br  dtoenarioB  bora,  on;  past  oonna  of  tho  Sen- 
ate^ 660;  will  Gon^tpoIlUoslpsrtles  at  the  North,  DW; 
farther  debate,  661 ;  laid  on  the  Uble,  6ttL 

FsrmorU  Aitti-Savry  AeeoteMom— Inflmwiis  Ilbe! 
<m  the  Boath,6e3;  the  oultad  voice  of  Vermont,  668 ; 
the  time  bad  come  to  detennlne  V  this  Union  was  to  be 
dlssolrod,  068 ;  req»ect  dne  to  tho  aoueo  whenoe  tho 
nsohitlons  oome,  668 ;  memorial  withdrawn,  568, 

In  the  House,  motion  to  r«Ar  two  Bomarisla  to  the 
Oonmittteo  on  the  I>Utriet,068;  poosIWe  results  of  sooh 
•  eomse,  M;  members  from  "Virginia  roqnestod  to 
retire,  664;  other  dek^fatlona  requested  slso^ 66< ;  ques- 
tlona  of  order,  tHH ;  Honse  it^Jonnu,  6KI;  naU,  665. 

Resolution  to  lay  all  petitions  on  tho  table,  M ;  pro- 
eeedlnga,  666 ;  resolatlon  adt^ted,  667. 

Mr.  aUhoutCt  AssoIuUmmi— In  the  Benate,  tmAv^ 
timaoAKd,S<T;  thoresolntloBa,6e7;iw(<^6«8;ot^eet 
«r  tho  naofaitiou^  MB;  deslinUiB  to  pass  th«B  by  n 
unanimous  rote,  660. 

What  wool  dsbetmet  propositions  of  thla  nature  effwtT 
M8 ;  no  measnro  oonld  be  eoMldmd  child's  plq-  when 
all  that  was-dsar  to  man  was  at  stake,  669 ;  duger  of 
producing  mlaehlef  tj  discussion  of  tho  reaolutltnta, 
060;  was  It  not  better  to  meet  the  question  a  little 
offenslTelf  than  not  to  meet  It  at  all  T  670. 

Counter  resolutlona  oSbrod,  670;  the  uoed  of  tlw 
4bolttlonlstB  dl^l^rod,  070. 

BeasoB  Ibr  pruslng  the  NntnttoBi,  670;  to  dooMa  If 
utj  naatnl  ground  oonld  be  adopted  on  which  to  nUf 


and  ^eck  thU  flOsl  doctrine,  670 ;  amendBaenU  mntS, 
671;  debate,  671,  Sn;  voto  on  tho  lopmio  TwrtrtUias. 
617;  the  teoi>lntl<«a  is  pasisd,  B7T. 

Whr  itrfko  out  the  words  foKHoai;  nsora^  or  rrilr 
iowsf  IdMMeal  language  of  the  Abalitteotsts,  0»;  iHi 
tkefnnuidoawhlahtOBaetttMU,an;  th<lw.»gi>i 
aAtm*  of  onlnnal  oaMDO^atloo,  SIS;  nBiMitaat 
moTod  to  the  third  teeotntlon,  679 ;  shTOcy  cntMjr  s 
domestlo  question,  67B;  UMTjiaai  sad  Tbglitln  vobH 
never  have  eeded  If  they  bn^lDed  tUa  qweoUest  weoM 
haTe  been  nlMd,&8a;  reasons  for  InasfttngthoTO^ 
proposed  to  be  stniak  ont, 680;  if  thin  wwx  Is  lob* 
tiansftiiod  to  tho  North,  woold  jw  v«An  thobss* 
of  those  who  flght  te  aaSMttlMB;  eomAGoi^ 
•rwnaitbOBndtok«p«'ha&dso4*'081;  cflHtrfOs 
amoMlnsntiOBl;  ftirther  UMBdmoBt  oAra^  881;  le- 
msrks,08B. 

Amendment  offetwl,  098 ;  all  abase*  of  men  ItfR- 
seriptiUe  rij^t  abovo  oU  gOTommoat  to  the  fresta 
of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition,  OSS ; 
adt^ted,  B88 ;  what  Intended  by  tho  origi&al  1 
68i;  abstracttons,  684;  amondmeot  mad 
cannotstand  together, CM ;  source  at  the  anendws. 
060;  flnt  nMlBtlOBombodlas  tho  priMlfki  ol  »^ 
flcKUon,  686 ;  tbv  eoattfo  aD  tho  iMfBdiila*  of  the  shs 
and  sodMon  laws,  68B;  motion  to  roftr  to  *  aekct  e«- 
mitlee,  666;  the  reaototlona  assomo  tho  only  coMi- 
tnUoBsl  ground  which  can  peaee,  £88 ;  the  em 
adveise  to  tho  fhnatlea,  687 ;  extent  and  mapritadb  4 
the  present  dai«ar,  687;  flnt  olftoot  to  mot  tho  OMR 
where  It  originated,  6881 

TUsaotthoborteooMtoittslntho  Awlndns;:^ 
688;  tUsthogrwk  OBBtoa  sf  agHaUo^OBB;  wteiiii: 
vo  grin  b7  tho  odop^  of  tho  HNlnllaw  f  «W ;  nn 
hsTo  wo  wttaoBsed  on  tho  imoent  sen— Ino  I  KS;  a 
whmt  are  these  abstnotions  to  operate  ?  B8ft. 

The  reoelattons  not  called  for,  689 ;  AboUttoidstshsTC 
no  motlTO  to  dtoelre  the  Union,  000 ;  mlagaldod 
thiopiBts,8n;  disenaslondiaHeogedfOOO;  Botnovci 
of  AboUHoolstoiAlvand,  60L 

Tb»  reaolatlaM  Miud  and  Jnst,  OBI ;  tka^  nmmwa- 
sinrtotbapatltlaM,6n;  dMlgMof  thfl  ivUMmnt 
oonflBod  to  tho  Dlstilo^  BM ;  what  fa  a«  nri  oooiee  <[( 
danger?  092;  not  pre^the  IssM  of  tho  strag^u 
the  North,  098;  amendmenta  mored,  CBS;  fantk  ten- 
lution  sd<4)tod,608;  the  fifth, 608;  dUrerewM  with  tk 
other  leoolutions,  608 ;  ptosents  tho  iasno  In  this  M- 
trlct,  694;  the  raeolatlons  meet  the  case,  CM;  oolMgH 
abrorx  oooUanoo  In  UasjrlaBl  Hd  ni|lBl^  U  li  Trin  b 
expect  Ui  aboUtloB  hero,  684. 

TagaondgaiMnlabBlnBdMii^BM;  thniMiM  wSa 
on  two  points  to  OHiTtiwSMnto  vUh  Ubb,  BBS;  Uiop» 
slblo  tho  gentleman  ml^t  bo  m]Btakan,flBS;  btoftmet 
with  alaTory  a  Tlidatlon  of  public  lUth  to  Marybu- 
and  TlrgUiia,  686;  those  reoolntlons  mmj  tend  to 
crtasc  oxdtement,  696 ;  oflbred  to  rorlre  and  waJtj  th 
State  tlgbto  pat^,  686;  nothing  aeaded  la  tke  sisc 
etateatostlmahrto  ovrTlgilaue^6BS;  throa  ilaiaw  r' 
(Msa  fl»  tho  onnlBe  or  tb*  riglit  of  poUtlM^  SM ;  It  h 
saUwhanapotUloalsoMSlapMBSiriOBflf  tto  Sean 
tho  Tl^  hat  boon  pnottcollr  oq}MMd,  BBT  ;  Ik  is  asif 
theao  bastlas  an  beyond  the  readL  ef  any  aigami  si 
607;  no  apfaohension  fbr  tho  sailed  of  tba  Unlo&,3T. 
other  lesolnUoDS  offered,  59$;  to  what  thojr  lolata,  3K. 

The  principle  taken  that  coaesarioa  Is  tho  wsy  u 
meet  the  AboUUoBlsta,  081;  what  Is  Uum  alsnBixg:a 
the  mere  ftetcrnortfli(potltlou,Bn;  telhsrdtktfk 
090,600. 

Tho  omandBBBt  ontin^  sbandoos  tanttaslss  a 
the  AboUtloaWs,  601 ;  It  ocBOsdM  tha  ilglil  irfroijui 
tosppnpilstoftuidste  ernanolpate  davHbMl;  adsA 
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tk*  &aty  at  Cm^nm  to  neeiT*  taA  dtoeus'ritolithHi 
ptttUoaiiMl;  tiM low  ud nMiwd  tOM tlw uneDd- 
tntnt,  601;  npl^;  Ml,  MS;  anrandiiMiit  adopted,  60S ; 
ToU  nooulderAd,  009 ;  th«  flnt  port  places  ilaver;  Id 
the  Dbtriot  on  Its  true  ptlnolpIaB,  60S ;  nottou  to  strike 
ont  tlM  BMOBd  psit  carried,  608.  V 

No  jnittornf-ftot  or  grenttd  of  argument  on  wnloh 
ttdsafflnnadoB  of  pUgbted  fftlth  can  be  siwtaltMd,  603; 
CoBgreee  haa  exdnilre  jniMlfldon  over  tke  I^triet, 
408t  tliaStatM  wUBg  fh»  oaaaloa  «speoto4'Coiigren 
toexenkstUi  JiiiladkttoiifOOS.   -  ' 

Would  the  Statu  l»ve  ceded  tUa  tkrttUajU  Oiej 
aappoaed  Congress  wonid  make  It  an  asjrlnm  for  ftigltlTe 
aUresT  608;  a  vtolatton  of  impUod  lUth  to  aboUah 
slaVeij  In  tUs  Dlatriet,  608l 

Tbe  words  of  tbo  leaoIntlM  speak  for  UieinsalTe% 
6M;  BotUag  to  sapport  the  afllrmatton  ttf  pHghted 
ftlth,  6H;  BO  proTlsloaa  la  tho  Mt  «f  easdon,  604; 
otMi  mppond,  mt ;  lint  hnnA  of  the  miMltata  ««- 
Had,  Mi 

SeoondbrBiMdi«fthenihatItntooonddeTed,fl08;  ftefa, 
AOS ;  Teaaon  giTen  for  not  abollsUag  bUtoit  in  Florida, 
because  It  Is  Inexpedient,  606;  this  Ulaolons,  606; 
I  a  partlcniar  territory  etaonld  not  be  detfgnated,  606; 

Hissonri  Compromlao  a  daagenms  meanrs,  006;  this 
iwolBtloiieootnMtadwiaitlw  fifth,  606;  no  other  tor- 
lUofr  bat  FlorUa  In  wUdi  steTMr  axlrts,  6«;  It  Is  said 
the  tMWOf  tboraaoliitloiia  Is  sot  alrong  oongh,  WT ; 
two  eompfomlses  en  the  Hissonri  qneatlon,  6DT;  ftir- 
ther  debate,  608,  609 ;  reeolntlon  agreed  to,  610. 

Sixth  resolntlon,  610 ;  the  ftutdamental  position  that 
tiie  Union  rests  on  an  aqnalltj  among  the  sereral  States^ 
610;  whatever  destrojs  this  04081117  tends  to  destroy 
the  UnloBi  610;  Airthar  remark^  610;  motten  to  Uy 
the  resolntkm  on  the  table,  611 ;  carrlwl,  61L 

VermoniAnU-Sla94nf  BetohMoM  Intradoeed  again, 
OS;  flwlr aabatuMa,  <lft;  ofltaatra  Isngoigo  of  the 
taiiMiea^nS;  motion  to  laythe  qnestkHiof  reeeptloo 
on  the  table,  lost,  616;  reeolnttons  laid  on  the  table, 
616;  presented,  n9;  debat^m 

In  the  Honse,  resolutions  relative  to  abolition  petl- 
tioni,  Ac,  TDS;  the  lesolnttons,  702;  rales  sospeuded, 
fOS;  pntporttf  the  reaolntloii^  708 ;  relation  of  master 
asd  alava  s  mattn-  omlnslTely  within  Iha  regulation 
flf  the  Btitea  whne  It  •zfft^  T06 ;  thew  an  not  flonth< 
em  ismMImh^  TOd;  prevlona  qneatlon  norod,  1U;  a 
plot  wpnat  on  the  Bonth,  700;  l«t  every  one  toe  the 
mark,  TOO;  vote  on  the  several  resolutions,  TOO; 706; 
ftarther  reenlntlons  presented,  718 ;  appeal  from  the  de- 
dsloB  of  the  Chair,  Ttf ;  statement  of  the  Speaker, 
74S;  resolntlona  laid  on  the  table,  T43. 

Ihnnonttnuioe  of  dtlaena  In  the  District  agalHt  ont- 
ildsi  interitoeneiv  nS;  ramitki^  TO.  Su  ImOtu,  toI». 
^•,1(^11,11 

•Bbwsn^  Affrsk    AnA  .^»MKoa.--n8M  iRMta^  vol  a 

<8ta««v  AsmAMom,  relaffM  fc^  <»  Mv  AdrtHL--^  JiwlMi^ 
Tola.  S;  C,  aad  Indm,  toL  %  TtrrOcrU*. 

SavM,  aoaU,  trantportatlom  of.— 8m  Adsa^  rot  7. 

SavM,dtporttd.—8u  vols.  6, 9 ;  do,  fugUiiM,—8t« 

Indta,  vols.  ^  6, 7 ;  do.  imporiaUon  qfi—SM  Index,  toL 
6t  and  Ind^x^  toL  8,  Duttm;  do.  indenmUt/ fiyr.'SM 
AAavToL <;  do.migratbm<if.i—8i6ltidtu,ytA.%\do. 

Ami^  WmHo»  Bjr  JHfM  oiMorfHsft^  the  BaMtOk » 
TeMflilUMortBqiilr)rnIitlTota,18B;  TiIims^ii  uumuiu 
alcaang  the  InlbnnaUon  called  fbr,  90S;  fteta  of  the 
ease,  808;  principle  annwd  \>j  England  that  there 
oonld  be  no  property  in  persona,  SOS ;  oars  not  the  only 
moda  In  which  man  may  have  domlntoa  oror  man,  M; 
vl^  does  she  Bot  make  repatatton  f  SOtL 


aav*»,1Mrrigktto  jmMMoiw— In ths  Hooae, remarks  on, 
«8T. 

Oof'Tiradtj^^Bet  Meu,  vok.  2, 6^  7, 9. 

Suou,  Bit.  Hb.,  chcaen  dufdals  ctf  the  Senate,  OSL 

Bloaitb,  Johatbah,  BepresentaUve  from  OUOt  i.  Sm  In- 

d^m,y<A.i^ 
Soop*    War.—Bt*  Indtas,  toL  7. 
SmattArmtd  YmiUt-amHdtai^yAt. 
d^S  iMM    liU  iMrfel  ^  CWmmMo^Ib  tha  BeiMt^ 

bUl  to  leatnlB  tha  lasaa  o^fiK;  nrdmbtlU  Mvedlenqr. 

BOB;  flwaabnlu  nefm  nntboalwdto  Ime  laaa  am  five 

dolkr  Botes,  SOS;  no  reaMms  for  postponing  the  sttlijeot, 

866;  ftirther  debate,  fi66.  Sm  Mm,  voL  13. 
B)cm:,FUKOn  O.  J.,  BepreMOtatlve  from  Mtine,  8,460; 

on  the  porehsae  of  books,  17 ;  on  business  of  the  aesstoB, 

469 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  Instalmont,  477.  Sm  Itf 

tta^ToLlS. 
BnvB,  JoB»,  the  earn  <^—So$  India,  t«L  8. 
BioiErNAmx;  dMesas  044.  Am  JMso^  vnLU. 
Sum,  Ouvsn      Beaator  from  Indiana,  W,  888;  «n  (h« 

■nlH^easnry  bill,  879 ;  on  Calhonn^  resolntlona,  683, 

686;  on  dnelllBg,  657. 
SUTH,  PixBT,  Senator  from  Conncctlcnt,  SOS,  889 ;  on  Oil* 

honn's  resolutions,  608. 
San^  Wmua,  votes  for  as  Vice  President;  Vn. 
SnWMnim  Zspooir.— In  tlw  Hoiua,  aswsaage  rekUva  to, 

ami&$(mia»  TnttUaHon.'^  Indtm,  vol  U. 

torsn,  A.      BepreoentatlTe  from  Illinois,  461. 

SoidUn  t^Os  SMoluUon.—Si»  Indmt,  vols.  8, 0. 

8ova  Am«riea»  EUOm-Sm  Indtu,  toU.  6,  T. 

South  AmeHaan  and  olhor  Xlarton».—See  Index,  voL  12. 

BOVTBABS,  Sakukl  Zh  SettatOT  from  Now  Jersey,  889 ;  on 

the  fortlflestlon  bill,  181 ;  on  a  bonkmpt  taw  apjdicaUe 

to  banks,  409 ;  ralattTO  to  Am  Ualao  boundary,  788.  810 

India,  r A 1% 
BoKBk  OareUma  CMm»j—Ba»lBdim,  vda.  9, 11. 
SoaOk  OartUma,  oirdiMme*  itf.—8>a  Mea,  vol  tt;  do. 

rMolvtkmt.—Soo  MUt,  vol.  19. 
Soua  OaroUna  ProUH.~Sa6  Indea,  vol  10. 
SouA  OaroUna,  vote  tea  Presldeiit  la  1686,  SSa 
SOTrTHQATB,  TV.  IT.,  BepreeentstlTe  from  Kentucky,  480. 
8pai»,  rat^leaaotKfm  troatr  efKO.-^          vtd.  T. 
BrAiioui,  Datis,  BaproiSBlatlve  from  (Mo,  4  Am  A. 

dmt,TAl% 
4moIs  i^aymsMltr-Aa  Adsa^  vols.  U 
Ifyeoltt  fMHuporMttOfs  ^  da  jwWs  arnud  vomtt$.—Sto 

IndtK,'r6L7. 

BrnoHT,  Jasai^  BapresentatlTe  from  27orth  Carolina,  8;  on 
the  sppK^riatlon  bOl,  21.  Seo  Indtai,  vols.  10^  11, 19. 

BnxoB,  JoKM  H.,  Senator  from  Maryland,  99, 889. 

BnoHJia,  JAxm  Sl,  Bepreeentattrt  &«m  New  YoA,  400; 

SraAOnn,  Vf^  Bepresentatlva  from  Shod*  Island,  ifla 

BTAKmna,  Jabbs,  EppreeantaOve  ttam  Tennessee,  4;  de- 
eesM«(4«l.  StoMm,y^A.1^ 

Seahist,  &nrAB»  Ih,  BeprwsntatlTB  from  Neitli  Omttna, 
460. 

Sbae  Satanemj—Bto  Ind«e,  voL  9. 

SL  l>omini;o.—Soo  Indme,  vols.  9,  T. 

Steam,  iU  applioaHon  to  neniifaUon.-~In  the  House,  a 
itsolntltm  to  pieanit  a  gM  medal  to  son  of  Jnes  Bum- 
B8y,T4B;  Uslwytf  Us^pltatlOBof  Oease-tf  ataam, 
746-7B0. 

BnmL^  JoBB     RspraaaatitlTO  from  Marylaad,  a 
Aselv  j8w  biAKmi  MM— Am  Ade^  vol  a 
Stoitb,  WiLLiAit,  BepresentaUva  from  Tenneesee,  481. 
Stobbb,  Bbuubt,  BeptMeataUvo  from  OUO)  4;  on  tadtaa 
hoetmtles,  14. 

Stbabob,  Bosnr,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  61, 889 ;  on 
thatnaaoryolreiilar,  99;  oatho  "T—tfig  iMcdnttoii, 
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ini  oa  tto Mmortel of  Uu  CvlonUMloa  BoaUtj.lU; 

mllMwfc-Ti  J  bill. «61 ;  on (hUwrni't wotaOooa. 

BOB;  rcMir«  to  Cdhtna'k  nMWl«H^  Ml;  «b  rfhrw 
«olMf»,  na,  m,  tlO;  <«  Nwlb  CanUu  molutlaiii, 

STumir,  Ckasim  CL,  BoprcaentatlT*  ftom  H«w  J«iwj, 
MQ. 

Stttait,  AionBAU,  BopftMiiUtlraitam  VlrfbiUiMOL 
JM-XVwmnb— A*  AtfqMWlml  3VMMif|f. 

Suff»r  Obml— A*  Indm,  voL  10. 

AHRday  jrattit-<SM  iiwiMV  Tola,  fi,  T,  ll\  11. 
Snprmms  Cb«n— Aa  Mco^  toL  Id 
£wv«»»-G««an(i  <J<  Aa  X(ny.—8*4  Mtm,  toL  10. 
Scmtun.  Jon  Bs  BapraaantstlTa  ftan  Pau^lmU, 

H  Aaiiite,Tota.ia,ll,M. 
Bviavwoin^  SAVvn,  ktt  dybtoaWo*. — la  Am  nowa,aw 

M(*  TvWln  tok  TO;  ortrut  from  •  paper  eominulcat- 

•dbrtlMPmld«iit,TOI. 

SwBAmnran,  ,  Eepr«a«itBUTo  ftmn  Ohlo^  SSA. 

SwailL,  oomm4rtdal  tnUrttmrM  wM— £Im  /ixfaai,  toL  9. 
8wtrT.  UnwAMOf,  Baulor  from  VormoD^  880;  od  aboUdcm 

patltiMU,  U7;  m  YNmunt  mollUloiMi,  OOt;  on  Cal- 

boaa'a  fMolnUona,  SM ;  on  tlis  Vannoat  Aotl-Skrar 

IMOiattOM,  «U>L  A«/lMf<IP,T0Lll 


TtaMtefU  JnMlM,-dM  Mm,  ToL  9l 

Tuunuo,  Jont,  SapntcatetlTa  from  Tl^nU,  S,  410, 

TuuiAMa,  Hatbuixi.  Ph  Bautw  from  N«w  Ytnk,  881 ! 

on  tba  ■nb'Troawity  bill,  tt3 ;  mi  trojwarj  notaa,  (TS ; 

OB  aorth  eaitani  bonadarj,  (88 ;  on  the  Jborth  Instal- 

meat,  718;  nlatlTO  to  Uo  Miliio  bonndarjr,  78S.  5m 

Ma^ToLU 

7b0«l,  Awl— Am  HUUm,  T0h.%S,8;  ifA  «Mr.F-^  A- 

T4TUW,  Wtuux,  BaprwantotlTo  Amb  NawfTnk,  I,  MO. 
AMwaaaa,  wbUtaloik  ^f.~-Si»  Indtm,Toli. 
TVwmiMi  £«mI  CMmml— Am  I»detD,  rol  10. 
Ttomaaaaa,  r^rtiaa  toiuta  fa.— Aa  /itdM^  t<^  IOl 
TlmiMMaa,  vota  tor  ProatdMit  In  18S8, 280. 
TirrOwiaJ  gam  umaiiftL  8m  IndtK,  roL  4. 

91rNI»r<ML- Am  AtEa^  TCk.  1,  ^  ^  4t 

ftoM  ^J^paatfawflfc  Id  Iks  Hou^  »  nudnttoa  to  TCMir> 
Bla^NpOTto4,«i  MdtitlouaAoptod,  tt. 

IB  tt*  StMto,  •  iHalnttOK  VakHn  ta^  M;  «m- 
■pondewi  nilattw  to,  101;  nm^Uou  iMnd,  M8; 
poatponad,  90O;  takan  wp,  SM;  pMMd,  Ml;  nnw^ 
TMpaettnc  »& 

Xb  tha  Uonae,  an  ^proprUtioa  tar  k  dipkmuUe  ^ent 
to^  eoBtldend,  MB ;  UMqaaattoBinTolTeBtbadaaUnrlB 
■aBOMrtoTk  yauff  Bifp^MKMB;  aas^ntorrentkm 
Iw  Utharto  btMi  th«  pnaUtB  of  thlB  Omnmaat,  SS9 ; 
mmni  of  MoMoa  U  UUlW;  k  It  tt*  di^aT  tbk 
flOBBtfrnowtoraaagHlBa  Tanw  w  n  tadapaadrat  im- 
UoB  1 818;  dafiafaMgr  ot  «n  Ufcrmatton,  ISB;  bar  aUI- 
1^  fa>  malBtalB  b  oopanUa  axtaUnsa,  888;  an  Mt  «f  ro- 
eofnlOoa  vonld  ba  an  aateowladgnwnt  of  our  deter- 
inlBBttm  to  npbold  bar,  898;  vtawi  of  tba  Pnatdant, 
887;  Taxaa porpmM, apoB ota BatBowlodgmant,  to aeat 
jbtadmlMloo  into  tbBtMtodatBtoa,  887;  aattonorbar 
Ovrcmnaa*,  887;  HawwtbonadbxaTaiyoinBMtor- 
aOoBofoanttrtooMfcrwUbllBiloo  bafcn  v*  noaf 
nlM  Ua  tidepiadWBi  af  oaa  ofbarnrolUd  pavrlaoot? 
8IBL 

FboU  ioUUto  to  Taxaa,  898,  888,  880;  Uexlw  «u 
noTor  roBwart  bar  power  orar  Texa%  881. 


In  tba  Senato,  remouvtrsooea  prcaentod  againrt  tba 
luantlM  a^Mt;  tbBBBBmttoB  bBB  bcouBB  B  Bnbfaat 
of  hat—  OifTtiimtiH^-i<^: 

ftartbar  lemaaateBneai^  417 ;  patitlaaB,  OBft. 

In  tbo  Hooae,  ramoHtfaaaca  n^iiaBt  tbe  anneatloa 
cit  praaontad,  464 ;  antj-annaiatlon  patiUosB  pMaaated. 
»T;  Uu  raaolBttoDs  of  tba  TaoMaMB  Lagiilatan  rela- 
tin  to^  praaontad,  80L 

Tma*.  ncoffnOtoii  </.—S»4  IitdmB,  toL  11 

nanta to  04 ^p»atir.—In  tba  ^maa,*  naolntlon  o^er- 
lbtad,reB;  out  tbia ba  laaMvad  wUboat  aa^aBdlag  Oa 
ralaaT  TIB;  pcaoadaoti^  TIB;  marad  to  atilka  oat  tba 
word "InpBrtial," TIB;  Uhao  not  baaa  lB«aitlal,nB; 
datalli^  TV;  b  more  perfMt  paity  ^paakar  beva  aarer 
bad  baon,  TTO;  fiolbar  dabata,  TTl;  raaolntlonpaaied, 
TTl. 

TnoHA^  FsABcn,  Be^csentatiTe  from  UarrlaBd,  8, 488 ;  on 

alBTery  petlUona,  I;  on  the  admladon  of  iiLAtpw  sO; 

OB  eoantlng  tbo  Totoa  Ibr  PiaaldoBt,  8U;  on  baakiivt 

UwB,4l8.  Am /Mlaa^  vala.  11,  U 
TaoKraon, Jm>, B^reaantBUTa frnn Obhv  4  SHl»dm, 

Tok.  10, 11, 11 

THOMMm,  Vavpt,  im^  Bapieaastatf re  fron  Saatb  OnaHBB, 
8,488;  eiireportoBBbaUttonpetfttoaa,84;  ODMoetrlnc 
B  petition  from  aUvea,  868, 871 ;  oa  dc^dilti  wttb  tbe 
Btataa,  811 ;  on  b  talarj  tar  an  afont  to  Taxaa,  tSB;  oa 
tba  attaak  on  tba  CBroUne,  61& 

TiuuMBMX,  J.  L.,  BqtreaantatlTa  from  Bbode  Uaad,  410: 
ooOe  sttBdi  aa  tba  CanBaa,  BTS;  OB  tba  dUiIbate 
arbaofti,Ml 

Tirma,  Jobs,  oa  tba  aboUtioa  of  alsmj  la  tba  IHrtriet, 
188;  Banator  from  ladiaaa, 888;  oaamaUaolaaiBSl 

TUle  (tf  PrtMd4»L—S**  Mm,  1 

TiTua,  Oaxoixu.  BcpraaaDtatlTe  from  New  ToA,  480. 

TouxD,  Oborob  BepnacatatlTa  fi«m  PeaaK^nnia, 
480, 

TbpognplUoai  iSaraaia;— iSm  Imd«a,  yoL  11. 

71»y«d9  Jbyarteaat— (Sm  M«\ToL  T. 

Tooen,  Ibaju^  Baptaaaatatlfa  flwn  OBPaaatlant,  t,  418;  on 

ITaatnl  BokUona,  IBL 
Tbwm,  Gaoaaa  W.  &,  B^ueaeatatlTa  from  Oaoisi^  4, 481 
TtwMM,  jaaJalbaawf  ^.—Sm  Jndm,  toL  6. 
7>«a«M»  and  AdWoa  DvbM£-i8M /mAb;  ml  1 
TWoaaiV,  comdOtMt  iffUU,  Ml 
TVwaawrp.'-Aa  Indta,  toL  1 

TVaaaHrv  Otraalw.— In  tba  Beoata,  laa^tloBa  KtUUva  to, 
«hred,Br;  BBtanot  tbk  paper,  S7 ;  otdeeta  te  wbleb 
It  waa  ftarnad.  B8;  anon  «f  tbaSaeNtHrt  68;  to  de- 
atray  the  afllBot  of  tbo  depoalt  blU,  DO ;  other  no- 
Urea,  08. 

Bztraet  from  tbe  Praldenfa  Ueawffe,  08;  thbordn- 
Intended  to  ibto  tbo  finaaoca  and  tbe  corukt,  80;  tbo 
ooBstltntlonal  ■"■^i"™  of  gold  and  dlnr,  the  00!/  eab^ 
to  the  BBtional  BntMaa,  80 ;  o^aottloBtotbereaolntloaa, 
18 ;  abaiffaB  npoa  tikalr  adrocataa,  B;  what  k  maaat 
coaatttnttonal  anmaorr  18;  wbat  waa  tbe  kw  whn 
tba  BaoralBir  kaaod  Ok  ocdarf  M;  taaohittoa  of 
101141 

Walghty  taaaona  to  JutUy  ToUng  agatart  tbk  reaoln- 
tton,  M;  eflaeta  of  tbe  order,  61 

Bobatitnto  elbt«d,  66;  ot^ects  of  the  TcaolnUona,  <6; 
kOUawlthliLaor  power!  M;  power  of  tbo  SxaentlTO  to 
Uane  tbe  order,  86;  poUof  and  expedkn^  of  tbo  mea»> 
nra,l7;  eoameof  UM  Bea«tai7  ta  tbe  ezeentlon  of  tba 
dapqittblll.4r. 

Tbaa«)ialttato«aaMarad,99;  Coagreai  baa  no  powar 
toiapaal  m  order  of  tbe  EzecntlTed^artinent,M;  a 
dkaat  dadaiatton  of  repeal  Inopentln,  98;  tbe  raaola- 
tteaa  prapoae  to  praaorlba  a  rnla  wnnaeeaaarily  wban  a 
laisa  dkcxatton  U  nepraiary,  91 ;  tbajr  are  iateaded  to 
«eMBathaPnaldaBt,Dl 
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ThanlMtltatOiM;  ttudfodaT)iMdoneltawi>ik,M!; 
«na  otjeet  of  It  wm  to  ehoA  IIM  tendmer  to  bank  1^ 
■OM  aai  Ittnk  owditi,  96;  no  op«ntI«i  mora  deltcate 
than  ttao  radmtloit  of  tba  camaej  at  a  ooanttj,  99; 
DOW  eaHed  upon  to  Mtabtlab  some  peraunent  and  oqul 
ntlo  fbr  tbo  collMtlon  of  the  pabUo  revoDiie,  96;  tro 
t]iliigatobeHttledliioiirldeu,9<(;  ottJeet,  not  tlio  cap- 
praadon  of  bank  papor.  bat  an  efflelent  ngatiitioii  of 
It,  M;  azeloiloQof  miaU  bills,  9T;  the  lyatcm  of  cnr- 
rencjr  of  Adam  Bnlth,  9T;  xttam  ia  tba  eanmej  of 
England  tmoad  la  d«talI,9S;  tho  roaolt  <tf  It  In  ^aotlee, 
98;  aa  abiuidaal  aapply  of  tlupndoiiaraetalalntlMor- 
dlnair  obaUMlaof  dmilatloB,  la  the  end  to  be  aimed  «t^ 
96 ;  tacompatlbtlltr  of  a  paper  and  motalUe  ohitbd- 
cy,9». 

I^nd4  JleoeioaUe.— Btll  taken  np,  I6S ;  amendment 
kMt,iaB;  bmarden)dtobeengroe»ed,ie2;  the  bin,  M6. 

Importaaee  of  the  orlghud  resolntlon  tat  ndakm,  now 
In  tbe  flmn  of  ft  bm,  119 ;  paper  monqf  latnded  to  be 
made  the  «amiK7  of  the  OoTenuneatilfltl;  objMtlona 
agalBat  tho  bUt,  IdS;  the  attempt  to  anpprem  null 
note^l66;  now  the  time  to  do  lt,lM;  Influence  of  the 
amall  banks,  166;  thetr  Inllaenoe  in  England,  16T; 
statement  of  Honlej  Palmer,  1ST ;  our  preaent  peeltlon, 
168;  eonatltntlonal  cnrrencr,  168;  no  certainty  In  the 
kind  of  monej  to  bo  reoelred  at  tbe  land  oSoea,  168 ; 
tend  to  bmndata  the  new  Btetea  with  paper,  168;  should 
no  longariaealTopqiermo&er,U8;  a  meaanra  readad- 
li^  the  ttaaaair  order,  lip;  eflbetaof  thooider,lW;  Ita 
oSM  oa  the  Weatoni  baak^  170;  lamtediate  mcaaa  la 
proporOon  to  «  ba&k'a  IlaUUtf,  ltd ;  farther  debate, 
171. 

Facts  and  dronmatanees  nnder  which  tMs  eontroreiST' . 
orlglnatod,  ITS ;  why  Tote  for  a  reference,  and  then  de- 
nounce the  only  repwt  tho  commtttae  caa  makaf  1T4; 
why  aaaafl  tho  oonmdttoef  174;  aeenM  of  raia  an  az> 
tbMtlon  of  an  baaka  wovld  ceaae^lTI;  fhb meaaiin la 
aaldtobaavapealofttaeotwUtntlOBiin;  iciolatlonoC; 
ISlfl^  lis ;  tho  Un  compared,  175;  sstonnding  dootrtnea 
adTaneed,  1T6;  tho  bin  shonld  hare  been  a  reaolntlon, 
1T6;  the  prorlao  of  the  bill,  ITT ;  prevlons  propoeltlona, 
ITT ;  rlewa  of  the  Senator  from  Ulssonrl  Ivretofore,  1T8, 
ITS;  to  aatboriie  a  reodpt  of  bank  notes  In  p^raient  of 
raranna,  la  aot  a  ropaal  of  Ou  oiaitltatloa,  1T9 ;  no  In- 
dneaneat  held  oat  to  the  biaka  to  snppreas  amall  aotea, 
161 ;  ftarthar  debate  181 ;  bm  pasaed,  IfO. 

In  the  Boose,  the  bin  Umltlnf  the  flmds  reoeinble  ftrr 
leroava,  eonaldtrad,  ttl ;  amendment  oflteed,  SSI ;  Ita 
■  efltet  la  to  destroy  erery  Talnabte  prorlston  the  bill, 
889 ;  a  central  power  iiriniiiiiiij  to  regolata  the  enrreney, 
832;  tbia  bOl  a  repeal  of  the  Treasury  Aet,  88S ;  further 
debate, 889;  Wa  orteed  to  a  third  loadlag,  888;  iwU, 
888;  ft  reartttttoa  to  readad paaiBd,  98ft 
TreoMurf  iTofeSL— la  the  Senate,  a  bin  to  authorise  the  lane 
ol^  reported,  BSt;  motion  to  make  the  anwont  ten  m0- 
UoM^  8S8;  la  It  tho  ol^eet  of  tho  OoTemmtal  ta  Ibtee 
the  oonrordoa  of  &e  same  in  the  banks  Into  metal,  to 
be  deposited  in  the  treaanry?  899 ;  the  objeet  of  ianUng 
treasoiy  notea  was  to  anticipate  the  ftmds  in  .deposit 
with  Ihe  banki^  until  Congress  shonld  say  how  they 
should  be  made  anllable,  8S9;  not  to  beosad  aabank 
notea  nnleaa  the  law  shogli  aathwlM  tham  to  bo  ao 
naed,  8»;  bat  the  BtKtaa  wonid  hm  takratheb«dc 
Bota^8E8i 

Vr.  OalbMm^'tlowiMitheflntandMeondbaak.MO; 
reaaona  Ibr  opposition  toarennIonwltlibenkB,860;  in- 
flnenoe  of  Oovemment  endotaement  on  bank  notea,  860 ; 
canaes  which  have  led  to  the  preaent  state  <^  things, 
861;  tsriffact  of  1898,861;  renewal  oftheobarter  of  the 
Baak  of  En^aad,  861 ;  other  eaaaos,  868 ;  the  qneatlon 
ofr^aai;  0«TMnaert«udoMUta^S9B;ikoBld 


not  an  example  of  Ubml  lDdalgeDoe,86S;  we  hare  at- 
rlT«d  at  ft  lemaifcftUa  era,  888;  days  of  encroooh meats, 
tariflk,  anrplnaea,  deo.,  past,  868 ;"  I  move  off  nndw  the 
dlrcetlon^tha  State  rights  banner,"  868;  Ustotrofthat 
psrty,  868 ;  amendments  offered,  JM58. 

Ulsapprebenslona  req>ectlng  this  bill,  864;  two  classes 
of  treasuiy  notes,  8H;  notes  for  inTeetment,  S6I;  notea 
for  cnrrency,  86(;  character  of  the  prt^Msed  notea,  861; 
the  UU  denonnced  as  the  germ  of  a  new  national  debt, 
865;  the  pc^cy  nt  bmlny  trcaamr  aotaa  In  tlma  ct 
peooe,  865 ;  ao  Interett  dwoU  be  allowed,  88& 
'  Tho  6ovomment  baa  an  eztendre  domain,  869 ;  Inter- 
ett wonldcaaae  them  to  be  taken  to  Europe,  866;  an  In- 
jurious efftet  wonld  be  prodnced  on  the  price  <rf  eotton 
If  they  bore  Intereat,  866 ;  motion  to  strike  oit  tbe  al- 
lowance of  interest,  866;  the  object  la  to  make  the  notea 
equal  to  gold  and  stiver,  866;  this  matter  of  Interest 
should  be  left  to  tho  discretion  of  the  Secretary,  866 ; 
amendment  nileeted,  88r;  bm  ordered  to  bo  m^pimti, 
86T;  passed,  897. 

In  tbe  Douse,  a  btll  to  authorise  the  Issne  oC  reported, 
468;  a  bin  for  tbe  Issue  ot,  conridered,  49T;  the  Senate 
has  no  right  to  send  a  money  bQl  to  this  Honae,  49T; 
this  Is  a  money  bill,  49T ;  such  objection  too  late,  498 ;  It 
is  a  mere  antiolpatlou  of  the  reoolpt  of  revenue,  49S; 
House  bin  takei  up,  49S ;  condition  of  the  tieasnry, 
498;  these  notea  donoanced  as  paper  mmiey,  498;  amend- 
nunta  propoaed,  499;  not  be«r  latana^  4S9;  fltfeetof 
tba  Cammlttoft  ofWaya  and  lleaai,  499l 

Tlews  of  Oeneral  Jaekaon  on  Ola  MU,  508;  obfaettOM 
to  the  bill,  BOB;  commencement  of  a  new  uatioaal  dsM, 
608 ;  our  mode  of  rdalng  money  invltea  cxtravagaaoe, 
504;  cxtrActi  from  the  (qrinlona  (tf  othera,  604;  are  wa 
prepared  to  run  over  agdn  a  career  of  Improvldenee, 
604 ;  what  la  tbe  ftind  looked  to  for  the  redemption  at 
theee  notes,  601;  propba^of  tho  nteasaga  that  under  a 
Btatechartar  tba  bank  would  pnrc  atnnsor  tbaa  avn; 
506;  complaint  that  the  Peon^r^iuiU  Institatloa  dtd not 
conUnno  to  pay  spede,  506;  ttie  word  dfwtrvt,  ia  to 
reooncUeua  to  every  evb,  506;  nnnecoasatyaaftimnna 
measure,  S06 ;  other  olt}MtloiA  507. 

The  bin  is  Indirect  and  deceptive,  508 ;  already  paaaed 
ablll  to  poBtponathe  fbnrtb  inatataiient,608;  Congreas 
no  power  to  Issne  treaanry  notea,  006;  Oa  rate  of  Inter- 
est U  left  to  tbe  Seeratary,  006;  aamaitBeas  tba 
Menda  of  tho  maaauw  eatoiTsted  to  azdto  mtpriao, 
009;  fl>e  oommaneeaMnt  of*  parnianwt  and  moat  peril- 
ona  system,  009 ;  a  great  change  oome  over  onr  national 
a&lrs,  009. 

Otjected  that  no  nto  of  Intereat  Is  fixed,  509;  ejected 
that  the  Issue  Is  uneonstituliaial,  OO;  the  [weaant  em- 
bwraaamenta  hava  not  ailsm  fhm  what  may  be  «dkd 
generddMmi,010;  attM*!  *^  *ko  MU  U  doeaptlvc^ 

UO. 

CklM  opoB  to  iMcnass  Om  bmdana  of  the  pMpIe, 
ni;  dldtbipoo^  ao^aet  aneh  langnace  fkma  tbeso  tn 
whcae  Intereala  they  hare  shewn  ao  tnneh  devotion  Y 
611 ;  shonld  eommenoa  tho  remedy  whero  the  evlla 
originated,  611 ;  let  tbe  treasury  mbUmm  in  want  ct 
ftmds, 619;  onir  pcaetlaaUe  t«li«<  a  Oovemaaant  loan, 
619. 

Thia  Mn  wen  ealetilatod  to  aflbrd  tOUt,  6»;  notUiw 
t»  do  wtth  providing  a  enmney  other  than  tlia  wiatl- 
totloB  Utarany  moatloM,  6U. 

Apoitlal  and  natrktad  msMon  wMak  fldnbkea  ft 
bard  eomaiey  to  the  Oovemment  bat  net  to  the  peo- 
ple, CIS ;  ft  measure  for  tho  emission  of  ten  millions  of 
paper  onrrency,  518 ;  nothing  will  do  to  reaort  to  the 
extnordlnaiy  aad  dangerous  reaonroe  of  treasury  notes^ 
n4;  aadwmeftif  thocatrt>lUmuntof  aaationalbtnk, 
S14 
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No  donbt  of  tho  eonstltattontl  power  of  CoDgnw  to 
linu  UMMBOtei^n*;  nlwof  tbeimtnlbarper  eent 
Itettor  than  buk  pv*r  In  the  market,  SIS;  In  irluit 
form  will  theM  notM  be  moat  benofloUl  to  the  pnbUcT 
618 ;  amendmeat  ntored,  S1& 

Effects  of  a  debased  and  disordered  cnrreiur,  614; 
fearftd  thia  ia  the  first  stage  of  the  dtsotder,  617 ;  pass  tbls 
bill  and  the  OoTerament  la  made  Indepeadent  of  the 
people,  617 ;  flmndod  on  «  pretazt  ntterlf  nnfooaded, 
617;  a  math  better  waj  to  ■opplr  the  deHeUacy,  61S-, 
oompel  the  Gorerainent  to  recognizs  tho  only  drou- 
lattng  modlnn  In  tho  eonntrr,  816. 

Is  it  not  oonoeded  that  the  treaanrj  la  nearly  ex- 
hatuted  f  619 ;  called  an  Incipient  Bt«p  towards  a  treasDT7 
bank,  619;  blU  passed,  &S0;  a  bill  to  anthorlzo  tho  issne 
oC  reported.  Ml;  olject  of  this  bill  ia  to  gtre  the  treis- 
nry  tall  benefit  of  the  act  of  October,  €46;  resources  of 
the  treasnry  were  ample,  but  the  public  credltois  nna- 
Ua  to  meet  their  ongagHmenla,  W ;  treasntj  notes  were 
objectionable  beeawe  they  were  uoprodaetlTe,  and  al- 
ways wonU  bo  dopndatod,  WT ;  Am  present  lanw  eora- 
pued  to  oonUneQUl  money,  66T ;  this  method  adopted 
in  order  to  prevent  a  presBDra  on  the  merchants,  667 ; 
blU  passed,  663 ;  motion  to  reconsider,  868;  a  partial  U- 
soe  of  notes  and  the  remainder  by  lou  tha  beat  oonna, 
668;  motlou  to  reeauisider  lost,  6011 

In  Oie  Seaata,  tha  Hooaa  UD  ooosldered,  680 ;  •eanel;f 
twenty •fonr  hours  ilsoe  the  bill  cmm  here,  and  the 
qneetlim  la  «■  ordarlng  It  to  a  tUrd  readlBf^  Ml ;  oOter 
lesa  oI^eetloMUa  inodet  of  talsliig  means  might  Im  re- 
sorted to,  6S) ;  bad  policy  to  get  Into  the  habit  of  nls- 
ing  money  by  sooh  means,  869;  it  Is  s^d  there  Is  no 
Imminent  aeoesslty  tor  passing  tbli  bill,  670 ;  It  Is  said, 
the  bill  is  not  broad  enoogh  to  accomplish  Its  otiloct, 
670;  It  is  said  there  are  no  statements  of  the  condition 
of  tfaotroaBU7,nO;  itandlng  of  the  notealntba  inn> 
ketiSTl;  miidiliaa  been  said abovt tha  adnieatai  etfa 
p^er  system,  671 ;  this  UUwOl  not  hare  the  eflbet  to 
rerene  the  met  of  Oetober,  671 ;  the  Ooverament  bonnd 
to  poj  ita  ereditots  in  legal  oorreney,  6T3 ;  ttUat^  of 
■oppoalng  bank  notea  equLl  to  gold  and  sUtot,  673 ;  it  Is 
leeommended  the  notes  be  sold  for  money,  672;  the 
present  question  la  a  rery  rimfrfo  one,  67S ;  If  treasury 
notea  ate  loally  below  par  it  might  be  oasUy  explained, 
<IS;  tNMBiy  notes  can  nevor  b«  it  the  eetahUshed 
ntsa  aeeoidlng  to  law,  678;  lam  aakad  If  I  wotiU  sell 
theae  aotsa  So*  monay  and  ban  it  In  apode^  674;  tho 
«iHiipl»o(theaireaftimen,  671;  ailotloato  oouider 
bank  notea  eqnlTaleot  to  spede,  674;  it  la  said  bank 
Mtea  are  not  credit,  6T4;  it  Is  tbou^t  Impfiasible  to 
keep  bank  notee  at  par  with  gold  and  sUror,  675;  nnder 
the  resolution  trf  1818^  eveiy  thing  was  paaaed  to  the 
cmdU  of  the  United  Btateaaa  cash,  67S;  the  doctrino  erf 
State  il^ts  tenda  to  n  goramment  papain  67BL 

Giro  assent  In  no  shape  and  no  fbm  to  the  eataUlah- 
inant  of  the  lapndlntsd  oontlnantal  «ratam  of  p^er  mo- 
a^,6I9;  this  moda  of  ntatng money  leada  to  aztiftTft- 
gant  tonaa,  97& 

These  notee  eqnal  to  specie  in  the  market,  676;  the 
Qoremroent  embarrasssd,  not  by  Its  own  aeta,  676 ;  the 
ayatem  of  extraragaaee  which  formerly  fbnnd  so  modi 
&Tor  with  tho  oppoaltion  677 ;  the  misrepresentations 
wMflh  hare  been  mad^  677;  tow  fte  treaanry  eame  to 
be  oiU  of  money,  677 ;  the  dlstribotlon  sot  did  not  eoo- 
tdbntato  tiie  aoapansloa  o(  tha  baaka^lTS;  naoessl^ 
of  tha  depostt  aet,  678;  the  witbdnwsi  of  the  Audi 
from  the  banks  b  said  to  ham  been  the  oaoae  of  sns- 
penslon,  678;  bill  read  third  time,  678;  in  the  Benate 
the  bill  paiaed,  76a  BmIndm,j<Ali. 


n-tatg  <tf  Ghent,  OMMNfssfm  w^dw. — St*  Indte^  toL  S. 
Tirtam,  Sim  Oenb^-^Sss  /ndsa^  t«L  8,  and  ImOms,  ml.  S. 

Oset  Indian  StgotlatUm. 
Trtaty  vMK  Grtat  Britain.— Sea  Indau,  toL  1.  . 
Treaty  wUk  8pakh-~See  India,  toL  & 
TurhiA  Commteeton,  power  «f  0>*  PreeitUni  to  oriffinaU 

MiMUntM-See  Indea\  vol.  11. 
TosHn,  JAJin,  BepreeentatlTO  from  Maiyland,  8, — Ses  Inr 

deat,  ToL  19. 

Tvunr,  H,  L,  Bepraaentetire  ftom  Teanease^  461. 
TnniLt,  Jim,  BepresentatlTe  ttom.  Bow  York,  S;  on  tha 
arrest  <tfB.llWhltner,  981  SeeMem,-nL\% 

Tonoir,  K«t.  Ur.,  oloeted  chapUn  <a  the  Honae,  488. 
TwhOtirde  vote.— See  ladeas,  jol  4. 
Ttlxb,  John,  votes  for,  as  Vice  Pteetdent,  870.  See  Imdex, 
Tola.  T,  8, 16^  11,  IS. 

V 

UypEKwoon,  Jonps  B.,  BapfanatrtlTe  from  K«nt«*y,  4. 
660;  on  the  BxoentiTe  Adnlnletatlon,  881 ;  «n  depeslu 
with  the  States,  811 ;  on  poa^ooing  the  iMrth  laetal- 
ment,  468;  on  the  Fknida  War,  US ;  on  tha  nenttiUV 
bill,  688. 

Ckton,  dteeoMion  <t/:—See  Indem,  toL  4. 
IMtedSbiteeaadeeorgtAr~SetXitdeK,  toLSl 
Un9itaed£alancee.-6ee  Indeu,  toL  fi. 


T 

VacelnaUon  qf  Indiane.~See  Indem,  vols.  T,  II. 

Tau,  HnxKT,  BepresentatlTe  fh>m  New  YaA,  480. 

Yak  BnEK,  Mabtih,  tettree  as  President  of  tho  Sraste, 
m;  his  address,  173;  Inaognratlon  oi;  806;  Uaaddna^ 
806;  Totesfbr,  as  President  878;  anawer  on  being  wtl- 
fledof  his  election  saPrealdent,S9&  Aa /udeav  nb. 
7,8,18. 

Takdutoxl,  Aaeov,  BepresentaUve  from  New  York,  <; 

on  depoelta  with  tha  States,  819;  on  the  IbrtificatloB 

bill,  886.  Seefndeu,-w6LH. 
TAXDxSvxEn,  AniaHHf,  fiepresentatlTO  fhnn  Sew  Tott, 

460i 

rermctOt  TOte  tn  Fresldont  In  1SS6,  sm. 
rirsssic,  RegMering  and  Cleari^.—Se*  Iwdem^  toL  1. 
yiee  and  Rear  Admirale.—S»e  Imdeo),  vol  &. 
Vtce-Pretideni,  eleetlon  o(  by  the  Senate,  ISS. 
Vice-PreeidenCt  Appeal.— See  Indem,  toL  9. 
Vice-Preefdent,  power*  tf  At,— See  Index,  toL  8. 
TurroH,  Saxuzl  F.,  BepresentatlTo  fivm  Ohio,  4;  on  tha 

exploring  npedltlon,  fiS7;  on  SemlBoU  hoaUntteai  li 
'  SM/iHf«tToll^T,8,9,10hll,18. 
Tlrgtnia  Zmid  Warrante.Sie  Indea,  toL  t. 
rirffinla  MUUarff  Land  Warranie.~See  Indem,  nU.  4, 8; 

do.  C3aime.—See  Atdex,  toL  11. 
Virfftnta,  vote     President  U 1SS6, 880. 

W 

WaiaA  and  Mtand  QuuA:-Se4  Mm,  nL  8l 
TCAOxxn,  DATin  D.,  B^rsaentatlTe  froan  PoBajlnnU, 
8,480. 

VAtsniBoBnnTJ.,  on  daporilawltlitlM  States  88;  ofcs 
a  resolution  on  Texan  indopeadonoa,  98 ;  «a  anlM  «( 
lands  to  actual  aettlen,  100;  on  the  treaaary  efmlsK 
ITS;  enT«xaaIndepandetwe,888;  Senator  ftoan  SfW*- 

rippl,  889 ;  on  postponing  the  fimrth  tnatahnent,  893;  ob 
treaanry  notes,  S66;.on  tho  anb-Tressnry  btB,  408:  « 
pro-emptlon,  690 ;  on  relatkAs  with  KaxtoOy  880 ;  on  th* 
tranafer  of  canal  stock,  TiO ;  rdattvo  to  tta  IblM  hao- 
daty,76i.  Seelnde^  toL  U. 
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WaU)  Qusnx  D.,  Bauator  from  Now  Jonef ,  8S9 ;  reports 
on  tlw  Ifadlaon  papers,  413;  on  abolition  petitions,  UT, 
MS;  on  Cnlhonn'a  resolutloiu,  &S9.  St«  Indeas,  vol.  12. 

War,  condrict  qf  A».—Sm  Index,  toL  6^ 

TTasd,  Aaxom,  BepresanUUTO  from  Now  Tork,  8,  Sttln^- 
d«>^T0LIS. 

WiEDwixL,  D^nvL,  Se^OMntatlTe  from  Now  York,  8. 
Am  iiMta^  ToL  IL 

tfoa^  Toll.  8, 11.  IL  Ikh.  Btmatnt^Su  Indtm,  toL  IL 
Jh.  Sbd»U.—St»  JndtOy  toL  11. 
WaAinijten  City,  oapturt  (ff.—See  TntUx,  vol.  6. 

WASBorfiTOir,  Giobob  C,  BeprooeotatlTO  from  MaryUnd,  8. 

muiURjr'on  JComtffMnl  BooMy. — In  tho  Seoote,  a  memo- 
rial from,  preoentad,  6S7 ;  Uld  on  the  Uble,  68T. 

"VnaTHB,  DumL,  Beoator  from  HuauhoMUs,  889;  on  tlie 
dangers  nt  paper  mo&er,  SO ;  on  the  treaaniy  oironUr, 
SI;  protests  against  the  expnnging  leaolntlon,  US ;  on 
the  land  Ioan%  19T ;  vatas  for  as  Freetdent,  ST9;  on  poat- 
ponlus  ftttrth  Instalment,  89S,  SOS;  on  tho  Stib- 
Trotsnry  414;  on  the  annexation  of  Texas,  419; 
reUtlTe  to  Calhonn's  resolatlons,  008,  804,  005 ;  on 
troasnrjr  notes,  680, 8T1, 878, 879 ;  on  tho  tariff  compro- 
mise, TBL  iSm Tola.  8i  T,  >,  10, 11, 13. 

Wxaan^  TMom,  BopraaentatiTa  from  Ohio,  4, 481.  St0 
/Mta^  TOL  19. 

"Wnns,  JoHDPB,  Beprese&tatiT*  from  New  Ilampshlro,  8, 
480. 

ffw*  Pvittt  Aoaitmf.^~8»»  Jiidw^  toU.  7, 10.  I>o.  Oad«U. 
Sm  AdsA  Tolii  %Vt.  !>».  FMCm-As  Imdm,.  toIb. 

»,ia 

VMPpM  Aeademf.—In  the  House,  an  qiproprUtlon  for, 
considered,  88;  all  effbrts  Jbr  »  norganisatton  bare 
prored  nniBBaiiaftil,  89;  Kit  Hid  sot  to  bo  the  prapar 
tlnw  lo  dtaoue  a*  narili  of  Am  Inatttntloii,  88;  whr 
has  the  IsTesUcatlon beea  rsatotadTBS;  "arohlteetaof 
mln,''80;  oharaeterlstleaof  thelaworaatlngthelnstitn- 
tloa,  89 ;  no  right  to  edaeate  Tonng  men  fl>r  private  lUs, 
80 ;  aaawer  to  ol^feetlona  to  the  inatttatldn,  40 ;  views  in 
1800  as  to  edocatlBg  jronng  mangratidtoiialjr,  40;  ex- 
tracts from  reports,  41 ;  the  bw  of  1811^48;  Authn  re- 
marks, 48;  UU  passed,  4a 
Wiitm  Armaeyr-BM  Jhidm^  yvHa.  T,  f,  la 
irei(<m  JNmm^  MHffoNMs  ^--Aa  & 
Wnm,  Albu*  8.,  Bepnoenlatlva  from  JndbUM,46L 
Wnrri,  Hoon  L.,  votes  for  as  President,  STS ;  Benater  from 

Tenneasse,  889.  A«  Adea^  vols.  8-U. 
yfmrx,  Jon,  Sepresentatlve  from  Eentnekr,  4, 480; 
White,  Josktk  IL,  Delegate  from  Florida,  4.  >Sm  Jndem, 
vola.8-lS. 

WumHBAD,  ioBM,  toMioiatj  In  esse  «f  B.  U.  TUbwy, 
804. 

Tmt6t,tMr4mtnuion  <m  iHdtan  BmrwettaMrSu  In- 
dei^ToL  8. 

WMUU^M  FaUnt  XlffU.—SM  IndM,  voL  4. 

"VHinnT,  R.  IL,  Ue  ease  qfi—ta  the  Honae,  report  of  the 
committee,  B9I ;  Whitnej  lefkises  to  obey  the  snmmom 
to  attend  as  a  witneas  belbre  the  committee,  S91 ;  mo- 
IntioB  flf  the  report,  981;  resointloiia  tot  the  arrest  of 
VhltBSjr  oflltMd,  191;  waUL  damandad  for  WhUaair, 
998;  do«1>tftilirha  has  bean  gnllfy,9n;  Tonrdoatrisa 
of  oOBtaniptadaDgenaoBB,909;  a  vlolttlon  of  dnt7  to 
see  a  eitlaen  deprived  of  Us  liberty  under  the  dream- 
■taiwea  (rf  this  caee,  SOS ;  the  con^lstBtofthelndlvldnal 
charged  with  contempt,  that  an  ontngeona  aaiaolt  was 
made  on  him  In  the  oommlttaa,  S9S ;  the  witness's  rea- 
sofis  te  not  eomplflng,  998 ;  the  resolntion  aasnmes 
that  a  eon  tempt  has  been  eommltted,  998 ;  the  power  of 
this  Hottso  to  punish  for  eonstrnctire  contempt  denied, 
988;  flia  dnunttaneea  uadar  whMi  It  !■  pmpowd  to 


totng  Ur.  Whitney  before  the  Uouae,  991 ;  It  la  the  pro- 
posal to  arrott  an  American  dtlun,  994;  a  committee 
cannot  have  a  contempt  committed  egalnat  It  by  a  refti- 
sal  to  obey  Its  orders,  905 ;  the  ajstem  of  privileges  and 
contempts  grown  np  In  this  oonntry,  S96; -rosolntlon 
adopted,  995. 

Arrest  of  Whltne7,998;  resolution  roqtecting,  996; 
placed  at  the  bar  of  tho  Boom,  997;  addnss  of  the 
Speaker,  997;  replj' of  accued,  987;  rewdatton  nlaUro 
to  Airther  proceeding,  997;  of  wltnaasna 

before  the  Ilonae,  298 ;  fliat  tnterrogatory  to  lb.  Fair- 
field, 208 ;  answer,  998;  seoond  Interrogatory,  9(8;  taplTt 
298;  flirthcrlnterrt^toiies,  299-804;  testimony  of  John 
Whitehead,  801;  tesUmony  of  Jamea  Gariaad,  806. 

BeeoluUon  to  discharge  Whitiwy,  806;  paasad,  80T; 
Whitney  discbaqad,  808. 

WsirruntT,  Kubba,  Bepreeantatlro  from  Ohld^  4^  4a ;  n 
thaMlatlislpploIeetloit,478L  Am /mfsit^  toL  U. 

WmTTLxsiY,  l^oius  T.,  EepreientatlTe  frwn  Connacttait, 
480. 

WtdovM  (Uld  OrjAan*,  pmaton  tOi—Su  India,  vol  8. 
Wiutx,  SiGOABO  H.,  tKt  eat  tfj—Sat  Jndtu,  voL  10. 
Wiuuus,  ZMnav,  Bepresentatlve  from  Connecttout,  8; 
deoeasaotB. 

WnxiAMB,  CBUSTorau  E.,  Eeproaantativa  fl^im  Tennes- 
iee,48L 

WnuAHi,  JutD  W.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Hew  Bampshin, 
480. 

Wiuxun,  Josxpn  BepresentatlTe  from  Tennesaee,  480. 
WnuAXB,  Lewis,  Bepresentatlve  from  North  Carolina,  8^ 

460;  administers  the  oath  to  the  Speaker,  4;  on  tho 

Uaslsslpiri  eleetlon,  419;  on  the  Florida  War,  08SL  Am 

/ndoe,  vols.  7-19. 
WiLLUiu,  Bun,  Senator  from  Maine^  305, 889. 
WiuiAU,  SoEBBOB,  BepmantaBva  frtm  Kmtnoky,  4, 460. 
Willulmb,  Tbokab  H.,  Senator  from  Mississippi,  707 ;  on  the 

death  of  J.  CIDey,  688 ;  on  the  north-eastern  bonndaiT, 

881 

WttneaaM,  pajfmmt  ttf,  tn  /mpeocAmeid  ooMi.— -jSm  ItidtK, 
vols.  8,  It 

Vlseotwto  JOmUor.— In  the  Hons^  resolutions  relative  to, 
Til  • 

Ftsconate  TtorOory.— In  the  House,  a  bill  to  eeUbUah  the 
Territorial  OoTemmeiit  Miuldend,  11 

Wbi,  Heebt  A^  BepresentatlTe  from  Virginia,  8,  480;  on 
slavery  petitions,  8;  on  the  report  on  aboUtlon  petitions, 
91;  on  the  Exeenttve  administration,  919;  on  a  seane  in 
the  eommlttee  room,  980,  968;  on  the  case  (tf  B.  1I< 
Whitney,  800.;  on  the  Florida  War,  48S,  486;  on  post- 
poning the  fourth  Instalment,  490 ;  on  treasnry  notee, 
498,  667;  relative  to  the  Seminole  War,  617;  on  tho 
rights  of  the  SoBth,  701,701^  Am  Adsn,  red.  19. 

Watan;  Siui,  on  the  distribution  qnsatlan,  904;  Sanatcr 
from  Hew  Ti^  888;  lepwta  on  •■n^r'"'  mimiw^ 
831 ;  oa  treasury  notes,  800,  881  8^0^  677 ;  report* 
relief  for  auffBren  by  Are  in  New  York,  874;  on  tha 
snb-Traasniy,  487;  on  small  notea,  668;  on  the  Independ- 
ent treasury,  6S1.  Am  litdtgi,  vols.  1 11 

WoBD,  TnoluB  J.,  Be.mBantstivo  tnm  "'--^T'lrrl,  881 

WoBTimratoiti  J.  T.  B.,  Bigwaantattra  ftwB  ICafyhHid, 
461 


Tmoo  Fwdk(ut.~B«6  IwUst,  vols.  Ml 

FeM  and  Kayt.—'la  the  Senate,  on  committing  the  UU  A« 
deposits  with  the  Statea,  69;  relativa  to  the  admission 
of  liicblgan,  99;  on  the  aiqnnglng resofattions,  158;  on 
salesof  public  lands  only  to  actual  settlera,  161;  on  the 
ireasuiy  etranlar,  181 ;  «n  the  CdonltBtloB  8oelety*B 
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iMiDorfit,  181;  on  amendment  to  the  Unci  bill, 
TvlatiTS  to  eoonttng  the  votes  for  President,  etc.,  186 ; 
on  sn  abolition  memorial,  187, 190 ;  on  trettsnrjr  funds, 
190 ;  on  th«  oenlon  of  the  pnbllc  lands,  191 ;  on  the  for- 
tlflcAtlon  Ull,191;  lelsUro  to  Uui  papers  of  Usdison, 
197 ;  on  the  i«ductton  of  tbe  tailfl,  197 ;  on  depodt  with 
UMBt«tM,SOa,IU;  onTexu  Independence,  SOS ;  rels- 
tlve  to  Mezlasn  RflUn,  909;  on  the  Iscae  <t  tressnry 
noto;  MT;  nlfttfr*  to  tho  fimrth  Inrtaltneiit,  SOt,  M; 
on  postponing  the  snb- Treasury  bill,  408;  reUtlTe  to  a 
tTnlted  Slates  Bank,  409 ;  on  abolition  petidons,  SOS, 
BOT;  on  smaU  note  btll,  ttM;  relative  to  Hr.  Calhonn^ 
resolutiona,  677, 678,  BSS,  698,  009,  010,  Oil ;  on  the  eUm 
of  B.  W.  Meade,  617;  on  postponing  tb«  Indepradent 
treasury  bill,  MS ;  on  amendment  to  tbe  treasury  bill, 
664,  655;  relaUTo  to  dneUtng,  «58,  «W;  on  the  gradua- 
tion blU,6n;  nIatlTO  to  aa  Indian  Ddegate  to  Tash- 
Isgton,  608;  on  proteettai  to  Indians,  888;  on  bank 
notes  Ibr  OoTenmieutdnos,  668;  on  tbe  Treasniy  Note 
bill,  679 ;  on  Imprisonment  fbr  debt,  686  ;  on  postponing 
the  ftmrth  Instalment,  T16;  on  the  gradnatlonUU,  780; 
on  armed  occupation  of  Vlarld^UC;  lelatlTe  to  book 
purchases,  761. 

In  ths  Honse,  on  laying  slavery  petitkma  on  Oie  table, 
8,11;  om  rMolntlons  relaUvs  to  rinvoiy  In  tbe  Dlsttlat 
of  Colnmbta  and  slavery  petitloaa,  18 ;  on  the  appropri- 
ation bill,  tl ;  OB  tb9  npwt  «B  ■tWllflmi  pattflona,  27, 


SS ;  on  third  reading  of  tbe  btll  Sn  the  idailHkii 
lUchigan,80;  do.  AAansaB,8I;onTazulDdcpenda)tt, 
48 ;  to  Uy  the  sorplos  revenne  bill  on  the  tabU,  iSO ;  n 
the  admlaBion  of  Iflohlgan,  255;  on  the  eenain  of  Ik 
Adams,  S90;  on  the  il^t  of  aBlaTetopel]tleii,9gi  <c 
the  dlsebaige  of  B.  IL  Whitney,  101;  m  d^ti  ilil 
the  States,  SU;  onftinds  noetnUa  l>r  Fadml  iaa, 
889;  on  the  depoattdanwaTtha  lbr^katloBW[,Bi: 
OB  diMgnemMt  to  ttw  Booate^  ■mmJmcBt  t»  tht  fa^ 
tifloftdon  bill,  887 :  rdstlvotothe.Bnb-Treararrbin.ia 
M6,  MS;  on  a  national  bank,  479;  relsUTe  to  the  liniii 
Instalment,  4M,  497 ;  relative  to  tbe  UiaWppl  ektiigsL. 
60S;  on  ■  national  bank,  647;  on  ths  Tntaaj  Sou 
bill,  OSI^  667,  660 ;  on  reception  of  iballtlon  i«tlti«« 
655;  relative  to  Investigating  tbe  cause  Uu  iuiktt 
CIlley,687;  on  tbe  Independent  Tnssory  bill,  SSi;« 
resetodlagtlM  trcMRuy  order,  890;  m  decMoa  rfb 
Chair,  898;  retativo  to  alavery  petitVMi,7tr7;  ooOtki 
to  the  Speaker,  771 ;  relative  to  book  pirdnsM,  Til 

AnanBALs,  on  deposits  witt  tbe  StsUi,  SIS;  Kf- 
sentaUvo  from  AAanaaa,  461. 
ToKK^  Tboxai  Jons,  HepreaentatlvB  from  Sntrnt;. 
480. 

Tonn,  t<aa,  Bepretentattn  ftwn  New  ToA,  llfli 
ToinfO,  BiOHSi"  "SL,  Senate  from  HUnob,  Hi;  IS;  ftHr. 
CaDioiui's  Mtolatioita,  67^  ML 
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